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INTRODUCTION
What stories should be given to the pupils for 

supplementary reading has always been a serious 
problem in our schools. Recently, the Board of 
Superintendents of the New York City Public Schools 
decided to investigate the matter and to select those 
stories best adapted for each grade.

The authors in preparing this book have re-written 
the stories selected by the Board of Superintendents 
so that the pupils themselves can read the stories. 
In many cases the original wording was too difficult, 
or the arrangement did not conform to modern 
methods of instruction. The authors have used every 
means to adapt these stories to the latest pedagogical 
practices. Thorndike’s The Teacher’s Word Book 
has been employed for grading the vocabulary of 
each story.

Certain words have been included to increase the 
pupil’s vocabulary. These words have been placed 
after each story and should be the “words for study” 
before the story is read. If this is done, the pupil 
should be able to read the selections easily.

Questions for Silent Reading have been placed 
after each story. The answers to these questions
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may be written by the pupils or recited orally. If a 
child can answer all the questions, he has a good 
knowledge of the content of the story.

The authors take this opportunity to thank the 
various publishers for allowing the use of their copy
righted material, and also wish to thank the many 
teachers and supervisors of the New York City Pub
lic Schools for their helpful suggestions and criticisms.

IV



CONTENTS
PAGE

Good and Bad A p p l e s ................................................

T he Two F r o g s ..........................................................15

T he L ittle H ero of Ha a r l e m .................................. 22

Bruce an d  t h e  Sp id e r ............................................... 29

K ing A lfred and the Ca k e s .............................................33

K ing A lfred and the Be ggar.................................. 38

T he Handful of Cl a y ............................................ 43

T he Boy, the Man , and

the Do n k e y ...................................................... 51

H enry H u d s o n ............................................................ 57

L a f a y e t t e .................................................................. 63

Benjamin  F r a n k l i n ............................................... 63
George W a s h i n g t o n ............................................... 77

A braham L i n c o l n ......................................................80

U lysses Simpson Gr a n t .........................................84

R obert F u l t o n ............................................................ 89

v



GOOD A N D  BAD APPLES
There were two little apples that grew on the 

same tree. When one got into bad company, 
his whole life was spoiled, and the gardener had 
to throw him away. The other was a good little 
apple. He would not let the naughty worms 
play with him. Later, instead of being thrown 
away, he was put near the fire. There he had 
a very happy time.

Little boys and girls are like the apples, too. 
We must not play with children who are 
naughty or our lives may be spoiled.

GOOD AND BAD APPLES
A little apple tree grew near a garden 

wall. Not far from it stood a statue of 
a man with a hoe. He was called Old 
Hoe. Old Hoe had nothing to do but to 
watch the trees and flowers about him
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