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INTRODUCTION

A study of modern secondary education reveals its tendency 
to expand in scope both in terns of function and number of years 
included. The direction from the High School has been downward 
into the Junior High School and upward into the Junior College. 

While the Junior High School aims to bridge the gap between the 
elementary grades and the traditional four-year High School, the 
Junior College links the High School with the Senior College and 
the University. The Junior College is the newest educational 
unit and represents the popular demand for higher education.

These extended educational units involve a readjustment of aims 
and definition of purposes of the entire field of secondary edu

cation. '
Certain broadening objectives of secondary education have 

led to the development of the Junior College and the modern voca

tional guidance movement. Secondary education should exist for 
all classes, upper, middle, and common. The content of subjects 

taught in the schools should include desirable social experiences, 
and practical activities as well as academic. The objectives 
should be determined by analyzing the interests, the activities, 

and the ideals of students. During the first period of secondary 

education fundamental subject matter should be offered and during
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the later period more differentiated work suited to the capaci
ties and needs of youth.

The Junior College level is specially adapted to carry the 
student beyond the non-specialized field of the High School. It 
offers completion courses of a cultural nature and rounds out his 
general education; it prepares him for further study in the Sen

ior College or University; or it trains him for entrance upon 

some vocation. The Junior College everywhere bases its curricu
lum upon these principles.

Such an expanded program of a vocational character involves 
guidance, both as to choices of occupation and courses of study 
to be pursued in their preparation. It is recognized that each 

student has certain potentialities of aptitudes, which if discov
ered and trained, would fit him to successfully perform his spec

ial task in life.
It is the purpose of this thesis first, to trace the history 

and development of the Junior College to the present time, and to 

define its functions as determined by those states where the Jun

ior College is now fully established. It is proposed then to 
stress the vocational guidance function of the Junior College 
which is demanded by the economic needs of modern life, and to 
show how the Junior College is relating its curriculum to choices 

of vocation. The Junior College library stands in close relation 
to the program of the school. Its vocational guidance function 

is to be considered in terms of the opportunities to guide stu-



dents in their reading activities and through books to assist 
them in their occupational choices. Finally it is aimed to dem

onstrate that vocational guidance may be brought about in part by 
a reorganized Junior College library where vocational- information 
is collected from books and the life of the community, and made 
more accessible to students and faculty through an improved sys

tem of classification and arrangement!.

In the preparation of this thesis the writer has had aid 
from many sources. The Department of Education in over 40 states 
courteously sent information in letters and bulletins regarding 
their Junior Colleges, giving the number, history, standards, and 

other facts pertaining to the institutions in these states.
The American Library Association has been very generous in 

furnishing books and bibliographies for reference, and in sug
gesting the names of leading Junior College librarians who would 
be interested in this work. Miss Ermine Stone, Librarian of 
Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, New York, and Miss Edna A. 
Hester, Librarian of Long Beach Junior College, Long Beach, Cal

ifornia, supplied valuable information about the vocational work 
done in their schools, and to Miss Winifred Skinner, Librarian of 

Pasadena Junior College, Pasadena, California, is due information 
concerning the standards adopted by the American Library Associa

tion.
Questionnaires^ sent to other Junior College Librarians

throughout the country were in nearly all cases answered fully 
_
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and numerous requests were made to learn the results of the study. 

The Omaha Chamber of Commerce furnished information about the 
local industrial situation and expressed their willingness to co
operate in the matter of a complete occupational survey should 

that be undertaken.
It is hoped that the facts gathered here and the suggestions 

made may be of some use in future studies made of vocational 

guidance in Junior College libraries.



CHAPTER .1

DEVELOPMENT OF THE JUNIOR COLLEGE IN THE UNITED STATES

The history of the American public school system has been 
written from the establishment of the common school to the expan
sion of the Junior and Senior High Schools. A sequel is now be
ing added in the development of the Junior College, which brings 

new problems of its own, and which affects the entire organization 
and program of public education. Its germ lay in the idea that 
the university proper should begin in the middle of the four year 
college scheme; that the first two years of college work are 

really a matter for secondary education; and that the studies of 

an advanced High School may well be made interchangeable with the 
first two years of college. Because of the newness of the move
ment there has not yet been time to ascertain all of the facts or 

to find the scientific answer to many questions, but the rapidity 
of the growth of Junior Colleges is compelling serious study, and 
is furnishing material for many lines of investigation. The pur
pose of this chapter is to present a brief historical account of 

the Junior College movement in the United States, and furnish a 
background for the study of Junior College vocational curricula 

and library activities as outlined in the following chapters. 
Primary data pertaining to the Junior Colleges in the various 
states at the present time was available in the form of bulletins 

from State Departments of Education, letters from State Superin-
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tendenta of Public Instruction and school officials, and college 

catalogs.

DEFINITION OF THE JUNIOR COLLEGE

The law of Iowa defines the public Junior College as a 
school of higher order than an approved four-year High School, 
and organized to offer courses of study covering one or two years 
in advance of that offered by an accredited four-year High School.* 

The law of California defines the Junior College as a school 

which offers courses of study approximating the first two years 
of university courses.^ In many states the term "Junior College" 

applies to any institution, public or private, which offers the 
first two years of the standard college courses above and beyond 
the standard fifteen units of High School work. This is the 
sense in which "Junior College" will be used in developing the 

guidance function of the Junior College library as outlined in 

this thesis. The first two years of college work as given in the 
Junior College bridges the gap between the High School and univ

ersity training.

HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT

The history of the Junior College movement may be traced 

back to the early eighties, at which time the University of Mich
igan felt the need of distinguishing between upper and lower grade 

college work. Later, In 1892, the idea was taken up almost simul- *•

*• Agnes Samuelson, Public Junior Colleges. Preliminary Bulletin. 
Dps. Moines, Iowa, p.6
The Junior College in California. Bulletin No. G-5 of the Cal
ifornia State Department of Education, p.7*
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taneously by the Universities of Chicago and California. They 
reorganized their liberal arts college into upper and lower div

isions called Junior and Senior colleges, and the High Schools of 
the country were encouraged to prepare students for entrance into 
the lower divisions, or Junior Colleges. High Schools began to 
extend their courses two years, offering work of college grade; 
and small colleges began to limit their work to two years, not 
attempting four-year courses of university grade.

Little progress was made however, until in 1902, when a Jun
ior College was organized in connection with the High School at 

Joliet, Illinois, this being the oldest institution of the kind 

now in operation. In 1907 the state legislature of California 
passed an act permitting High Schools to offer the first two 
years of college work. The law defined school districts, duties 
of the boards of trustees, and designated the courses of study as 
post-graduate courses for High School. These city, district, un

ion, and county High Schools were to operate as public schools, 
charging tuition for pupils living without the boundary of the 

district. Bulletin No. G - 5 the California State Department 
of Education describes the period 1907-1917 as the infancy of the 
Junior College in California; 1917-1921 as the adolescence; and 

1921-1928 as the early manhood; there being at that time 56 Junior 

Colleges in the state, with an enrollment of 8175 students.*
While California was outstanding in leadership and rapid

*" The Junior College in California. Bulletin No. G - J of the 
California State Department of Education, pp. 7-17
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growth of the movement, the idea spreading to other states# and 
by 1919 the public High Schools of Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, and 
Minnesota were offering one or two years of college work. In 

192? a thorough study was made of the Junior Colleges in the Un
ited States.* They were classified into three groups; public, 
private, and state. In 1895 there was but one, which was private. 

In 1925 there were 46 public, 157 private, and 24 state, making a 
total in all of 260 Junior Colleges at the time of that study. In 

1929 a survey was made of Junior Colleges in the United States, 
which showed that their number had increased to nearly 400, the 
only states not having such institutions being Nevada, Rhode Is

land, South Carolina, Vermont, and Wyoming.
The Educational Directory' of 1929 does not give so large a 

number. It lists 260 Junior Colleges and their presidents but 
does not classify them.^ There is evidence to show that many 

schools doing work of this type were not included in the reports, 
and that a difference of opinion'exists in many sections of the 
country as to what really constitutes a Junior College. The many 
conflicting reports by inspecting and accrediting agencies indic
ates that changes are constantly taking place among them.

Many private schools and small denomincational colleges sup-

ported by uncertain endowment are unable to provide the full four- ,
** L. V. Koss, The Junior College. Research Publication of the 

University of Minnesota. Education series, No. 5.. Minneapo
lis, Minnesota.

2* Educational Directory: 1929. Bureau of Education Bulletin. No.l 
pp. 65 - 68
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year college course, and either discontinue or limit their cours
es to the first two years of college work. On the other hand 

small schools may succeed in raising their standards and metamor

phose into four-year colleges. Some schools now classed as Jun
ior Colleges were once boys' and girls' preparatory schools, of 
the type frequently to be found in the Eastern and Southern 

states, and certain women's colleges. Other types of schools 

spring up - there is a growing tendency to establish municipal un
iversities, and for state universities or normal training schools 

to add Junior College divisions.
The writer has communicated with more than twenty State De

partments of Education throughout the United States. The purpose 
of the inquiry was to ascertain not only the approximately cor
rect number of Junior Colleges at the present time, but to com

pare the different states with respect to this phase of their ed
ucational work, to study the aims arid functions of the Junior 

College wherever found, and to discover the significant trends of 
the movement in general. The states from which this information 

came were not in all cases those states known as having large num
bers of these schools, as California, Kansas, and Texas, nor 
those states reported as having no schools whatever of this type. 

But they were those states from which only doubtful or inaccurate 
information had been recorded in the directories and other surveys 

consulted.
Alabama, North Carolina, and other Southern states reported
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a division of Junior Colleges into these for white and those for 

colored students, Alabama having 5 for white, and 2 for colored.
One of the white schools, Marion Institute, at Marion, Alabama, 
is a typical preparatory school now classed as a Junior College.

A school for boys, it is attended by aspirants for admission to 
the United States Naval and Military Academy from practically ev

ery state in the Union. Arkansas reported 5 municipal Junior Col
leges, the outstanding one being the Municipal Junior College of 

Arkansas City. This institution was established in 1922 and pro
vides courses in applied sciences, and cultural and vocational 
courses. Arkansas stated that a further survey was being made 
with a view of determining conditions justifying the organization 

of other Junior Colleges in connection with the public High 
School system of the state. Arkansas also has four district ag
ricultural schools. Three of these have added two years of col-^ 
lege work to their curricula and these departments are usually 

classed as state Junior Colleges. A school of the same type is 
that of Connors State Agricultural College in Werner, Oklahoma, 

founded in 1908, which emphasizes agricultural and home economic 
courses, but also prepares students to enter senior colleges or 

universities without an entrance examination.
Connecticut, Indiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, and 

New Hampshire reported only one or two Junior Colleges each. The 

Junior College of Connecticut is located at Bridgeport, Connecti

cut, and is the only one of this kind in the state. It is a

i
A
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corporation organized under special act of the state legislature 
and is accredited by the American Association of Junior Colleges. 

It is co-educational and aims to render service along three lines. 
First, Presentation of a liberal arts course of two years, which 
will lead to entrance to the junior year in college or university. 
Second, Conduct of two-years professional or pre-professional 

courses. Third, Offering two-year completion courses for those 
who do not desire a degree or do not expect to lead professional 

lives.
The other Eastern states are represented by similar schools, 

Nasson Institute, at Springvale, Maine, and Colby Junior College, 

at New London, New Hampshire, offering home economic and secre
tarial courses for girls. Bradford Academy, at Bradford, Massa

chusetts, founded in 1802, is the oldest institution in New Eng
land and next to the oldest in the United States, for the higher 
education of women. It is now one of the outstanding Junior Col
leges in the United States, giving as it does, all the additional 
advantages of two years of college work in an old school of cul

tured New England. It embodies the best of the old and the new in 

the education of young women. There students may complete their 
formal education with two years work beyond the High School.
They may receive training in fine arts or home economics at the 
same time, profiting by more general college work; or, they may 
prepare to enter with advanced standing the first-class universi-
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ties of the East.
Owing to the fact that the status of the Junior College has 

not been determined in all states, directories and accrediting 
agencies have found it impossible to give the exact number of 

these institutions in the United States. However, Table Number I 
shows the approximate number as estimated from the most recent 

surveys indicated in this chapter.
TABLE I

GROWTH IN THE NUMBER OF JUNIOR COLLEGES IN THE UNITED STATES
1890 - 1950

1890
1900
1910
1920
I95O

1
2
6

.10
400

FUNCTIONSOF THE JUNIOR COLLEGE

Even this brief survey of the representative Junior Colleges 

in the various states, and the development of the idea throughout 
the country as a whole leads us to the conclusion that there is 

a generally felt need for schools of this type; that such a. school, 

intermediate between High.School and college has certain well de

fined duties to perform in meeting the changing social and educa
tional demands of modern life. We may summarize the purposes of 
the public Junior Colleges in California, where they have been or

ganized the longest, and where they have profited by partial
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state management and support. As named by Proctor^ these are 

four-fold«
1. Preparatory function. This was encouraged by the un

iversities first and contemplated relief for congested condit
ions in the freshman and sophomore years of higher institutions 
by organizing courses which duplicate those of the' first two 
years of the university.

• 2. The popularizing function. This furnished local oppor
tunity for pupils completing High School work. It provides ad
vanced education for those who could not otherwise continue their 
studies in college. It makes possible a reasonably complete gen

eral education for all.
5» The terminal function. This has in view the provision of 

vocational education of a semi-professional kind whereby students 
may be qualified for a definite life occupation. Whereas the un
iversities prepare for occupations on the higher level of four 

years of training, the differentiated work of the Junior College 
should prepare those who cannot or should not go on.

.4. The guidance function. This assumes that the school 

takes an interest in the individual traits and abilities, and the 
personal welfare of young students; that wise guidance is needed 
in training them to think and to study effectively; and that pro

grams of work and study be organized and adapted to modern soci

ety and the needs of the students.

1* W. M. Proctor. The Junior College« Its organization and Ad
ministration. Stanford University, pp. 11-25

15
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SUMMARY

Presentation of the Junior College as a new movement in ed-u 

ucation with its own unique problems for analysis and study; 

statement of the purpose of the general and historical survey; de
finition of the Junior College as a school offering two years 

work in advance of the High School, which work is interchangeable 
with the first two years of college work; citations of types of 

Junior Colleges in certain states; and statement of the generally 
recognized functionsof the Junior College. California and the 

middle states are represented by large public Junior Colleges.

The Eastern states have private and preparatory schools now doing 
work on the Junior College level. In the South are found both 
the old and the new types of schools. In all sections there is 
an increasing tendency to standardization in matters of entrance 

requirements, quality of instruction, and financial procedure. 
Everywhere the idea of terminal cowtsee is gaining ground and 

vocational guidance is being introduced.



CHAPTER II

VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE IN THE JUNIOR COLLEGE

From the preceding survey it is evident that there has been 
a remarkable increase since 192J in the number of schools defined 
as Junior Colleges, indicating a corresponding increase in the 
public demand for higher education beyond the High School. The 

educational level is continually being raised due to our higher 
standards of living and greater specialization of industry.

The schools have an ever increasing responsibility in prepar

ing young people for life, and guidance must be provided in order 
that each individual be trained to find his proper place and that 

society may benefit from the work he is best able to do. The 
schools receive the children at an early and impressionable age 
and have the opportunity of studying and developing their indiv
idual powers and abilities. More than the home, the Church, or 
the state, the school is able to furnish help in the way of or

ganized guidance, in order that its students may enter upon life 

without waste or delay.

GUIDANCE ON THE JUNIOR COLLEGE LEVEL

Many leaders in the field of higher education recognize that 

the first two years of college work are a part of the program of 

secondary education. This is the period when intellectual growth 
still requires the constant presence of a teacher in the use of

15
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essential tools— — before the student is capable of self-depen
dent study. It is during this period of continuity and overlap

ping that guidance may function at its best.
Guidance may be defined as "Any help that is given to an in

dividual that will enable him to make an intelligent choice at the
M 1time of a crisis in his life." Certainly that time is a crisis 

in the life of a young person when he must decide upon his life 

work.
As the student passes through the grade and High School he 

may have made some choices. If he postpones this until college 
he has still before him the task of preparation for some chosen 

calling. It has been found that the majority of students declare 

that their purpose in attending college is to prepare for later 
life. While the ultimate responsibility rests upon the student, 
he has a right to expect from the school an adequate return for 

time and. money spent, and should not be disappointed in the 

training and direction -given him.
Although it is true that the college is a continuation of 

the secondary school, yet there are certain new conditions and 

problems to be met. There are necessary readjustments to college 
studies, social contacts with teachers and students, and orienta
tion in general to the new life and customs. Also the traditional. 
cultural value of a college education must be adapted to the more

1 . Arthur J. Jones, Principles of Guidance, p. 28
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modern economic need of earning a living.
True guidance on the college level does not neglect the many

phases of college life--- intellectual, moral, esthetic, religious,
social, physical“ — but is concerned as well with the choices of 
a career. It must learn the capacities, aptitudes and interests 

of the student, and assist him in arriving at intelligent occupa
tional decisions. Vocational guidance in High School and college 

aims to be a continuous process designed to help these young peo
ple to choose, to plan preparation for, to enter upon, and to 

make progress in some occupation.

CHOICE OF AN OCCUPATION

Frequently such guidance is conceived of in connection with 

some already chosen line of work before reaching college. Early 
choices, if made, however, are considered merely provisional. As 
the student reaches maturity he will have a clearer insight into 
his own needs and abilities, and needs to be encouraged to recon

sider his decisions and perhaps revise his earlier plans. If he 
has ability and the necessary physical and mental qualities he may 
plan his educational preparation. Koos has classified occupations 
.into three main groups.* These are given as followsi

1. Trades, or clerical occupations. Those occupations in or
der to enter upon which one should be trained in a public or pri
vate High School, trade school or other institution, as a commer— **

** L. V. Koos, The Junior College. Research Publication of the 
University of Minnesota, Education Series, no. 5.
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cial school, which presupposes a knowledge of the common school 

subjects, and gives education on a level of less than college 
grade. This training may not" in all cases be final. Quite fre
quently it is but a stepping stone, providing a new outlook on 
life and furnishing financial means for further education to the 
ambitious student.

2. Semi-professions. Those occupations in order to enter 

upon which one should have training approximately two years in 
length, with a High School education or its equivalent as a pre

requisite. Koos also says that the logical place for the dev
elopment of the semi-profession seems to be the educational unit 
where the years in which the training is to be given are terminal 

years. This is the Junior College level and the enormous increase 
in demand for training of this kind since his study, made in 1925» 
justifies his plea for the recognition of the semi-professional 
curricula. Here again the student may develop beyond the ex
pectation of his early counselors and find the incentive and means 
to pursue a higher education.

5. Professions. Those occupations for which the training 

should be that given by an institution requiring for entrance at 
least graduation from an accredited secondary school, and offer

ing a course of college grade of no less than four years in 
length and culminating in an appropriate and recognized degree.

The university door now stands open to the college graduate and
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he finds himself one of a select and superior group. His pro
gress thus far indicates the presence of still greater possibili

ties. Wise guidance is necessary here if he is to transfer hie 

intellectual ability to the practical affairs of life. His re
sponsibility to society is increasing and the selection of a suit
able field for his leadership grows evermore important. He learns 

the value of work for its own sake and that some contribution may 
be reasonably expected of him according to his talents. In this 
way he will render service to society and at the same time promote 

his own growth and development.

THE CURRICULUM IN GUIDANCE

The early college program is an extension of that of the High 
School contributing to a better understanding and appreciation of 

familiar situations. According to the location of the college its 

curricula will largely be determined by local industries, univer
sity standards, etc., and will develop into highly specialized ac
tivities, or broad cultural training as the case may be. The rap
id growth of the Junior College movement, this demand for schools 
of higher secondary education, indicate the growing demand for 
more and more specialized training of the semi-professional type. 

This training is now given in so called "terminal courses", con
sisting of practical work, instruction in technical subjects, and 
instmotion in social studies. Its aim is to make the individual 
more efficient, intelligent as a citizen, and competent in a non-
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professional or semi-professional occupation. The Department of 
Education of the State of Mississippi in its Public Junior College 
Bulletin No. 58 sets up a suggestive criteria for developing ter

minal courses.* Occupation success consists of skill, technical 
knowledge, and social understanding. These may be measured by 
certain character traits. This criteria for terminal courses in
cludes occupational information and personnel problems as well as 

student desires, capacities, and attitudes. The characteristics 
of a satisfactory terminal course are the practical work accom
plished, the technical knowledge acquired, and the developed char
acter resulting in efficiency and social adjustment. A summary of 
the criteria as given in Bulletin No. 58 of the Department of the 

State of Mississippi is given in Table II which appears on the 

following page.
It will be seen that this outline of a terminal course is 

largely vocational in character. The state of Mississippi recog

nizes however the fact curriculum needs vary somewhat in differ
ent localities. It suggests that upon the basis of definite 
surveys certain schools might specialize in one or more of the 

pre-professional fields. California has standardized its Jun
ior College courses and will approve only those as maintain the

2following minimum requirements!

Knox M. Broom and W. P. Bond - Public Junior College Bulletin 
No. 58, chapter I.

2* The Junior College in California. Bulletin No. G - 5» Calif
ornia State Department of Education
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TABLE II
SUGGESTIVE CRITERIA FOR DEVELOPING TERMINAL COURSES IN THE JUNIOR

COLLEGE

Occupational
success

Criteria for terminal courses Characteristics 
of terminal 
courses

1. Skill

Occupational
information

Student
desires

1. Professional
2. Semi-professional 
5. Skilled
4. Semi-skilled
5. Unskilled

1. Home
2. Health 
5. Job
4. Recreation
5. Service

Practical
work

2. Technical 
knowledge

Occupational
information

Student
capacities

Technical
knowledge

1. Professional
2. Semi-professional 
5. Skilled

1. Mental
2. Physical 
5. Moral
4. Cooperation
5. Occupational

5. Social 
understand

ing

Personnel
problems

Student
attitudes

Social
understand
ing

Attitude toward 
job, fellow work
ers, employers, in
dustry, and the 
community.

Attitude toward 
training, fellow 
students, teach
ers, school and 

the community.
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I# Junior certificate course for graduates of High Schools 

who intend to continue their work through the university, open 

only to special students.
2# Junior college course open to all graduates of High 

School— this course to stress health, citizenship and home-mak

ing.
5s Vocational courses open to anyone over eighteen years of 

age— this course to conform to community occupational needss

In other states the courses are somewhat less standardized, 

the schools developing them independently according to local con
ditions and the ideals of the founders* All feel the need of a 
curriculum consisting of social sciences, English, and social 
mathematics built up for the expressed purpose of preparing young 

people for the extended and more varied experiences demanded by 
modern life. There is a wide range from the strict classical 
courses of the new type schools. Guidance in reference to the 
curriculum aims to give the individual help in choosing his school, 

its courses of study, and further vocational information concern
ing his occupation in life.' The life work as planned by the stu
dent determines his choice of a college. It has always been so, 

even in the traditional professions of the law, medicine, and the 
ministry. It is still more true in the selection of a vocation of 

semi-professional type. The number of these is greatly increasing 
in the fields of agriculture, home economics, engineering, and 
the trades and industries. Their selection, preparation for, and



adjustment to, require more continual? y effective vocational 
counseling and guidance. Curriculum guidance is of great im

portance for all students at any stage of their educational ca

reer.

PRESENT STATUS OF GUIDANCE

There is a tendency toward a centralized uniform program of 

vocational guidance for the entire school system of a city. Near
ly all schools now keep some permanent record of the student's 
progress through school. The results of student studies are pre

served in a variety of ways. The best method gives in card form 
as completely as possible the student1s family background, health 

history, physical examination data, moral qualities, rating in his 
studies, standardized test scores, social efficiency, and voca
tional experience. Baltimore, New York, and Milwaukee are the 
cities which lead in the matter of vocational guidance in High 
School and Junior High School. The Milwaukee schools have a very 

definite system of contacting with individual employers and cor
porations in the city. A trained investigator makes a study of 
each occupation and writes it up in such a way that the informa
tion can be transferred to students in guidance courses. The 

teacher training department requires that all new teachers take 
four coursest 1. Analysis and organization of instructional ma
terial. 2. Applied psychology. J. History, theory, principles,

25
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and problems of vocational education. 4. Vocational guidance as 
applied to Milwaukee. The state of California has devised a vo
cational counselling card for the Junior College which was used 
experimentally in sixteen typical schools and illustrates a con

crete and practicable vocational guidance proceedure. It is 
planned to assemble information concerning pre-High School rating, 
interview with counselor, training recommended by counselor, edu

cational progress, placement, and employment progress with follow
up. Many public schools have prepared occupational surveys of 
their own community. The city public school of Lincoln, Nebraska, 
made such a survey of Lincoln in 1925-26 and published the results 

in Report No. 8 of the Superintendent of Schools April 1926.

This report gave the occupational distribution of the people of 
Lincoln, indicating the need for greater emphasis on industrial 
arts and commercial work both in High School and college. Numer
ous bulletins are issued by State Boards for Vocational Education, 

giving information concerning Trade and Industrial Courses con

ducted as Extension Courses in various cities of the states, and 
the extent to which they are financed by state and federal aid. 
Many universities and Chambers of Commerce, Young Men’s Christ

ian Associations, and various Civic Clubs have also become inter

ested in helping young people find their work.
The weakest point in the vocational guidance movement as it 

exists today is that schools aim to fit students as well as they
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can for the various occupations and then dismiss them trusting 
that they will somehow find their proper places. The movement is 

now growing in city school systems, and this will no doubt be ex
tended to the Junior Colleges in the same locations, to maintain 
well organized personnel bureaus to connect the student with the 
job. These keep records of the student's achievement in High 
School and college, and furnish descriptions of his character and 

personality to prospective employers. For the prospective em
ployee there is kept a complete file of occupational information 

pertaining to the community, and an accurate1 index to all trades 
and professions to which he may apply for entrance.

SUMMARY

Responsibility of the school in preparing young people for 

modern life; the necessity for a program of guidance; the signifi
cance of guidance on the Junior College level; choice of an occu

pation among the trades, semi-professions or professions; the 
development of a vocational guidance program in the Junior College 
through the curriculum; and present status of guidance as con

ducted in various city public school systems and Junior Colleges. 
Vocational guidance in the Junior College aims to extend the 

student's knowledge of himself and the occupation he chooses to 
enter. It prepares him in the necessary skills and technical 
knowledge which he must have for success in the specific trade



26

or profession. Beyond that it develops social understanding; 
the proper attitudes toward his fellow students, teachers, em

ployers, and the community in which he works. The broadest view 
of vocational guidance at any time in college is that which de
velops the entire individual; his social and occupational effi
ciency, and the highest qualities of character.



CHAPTER III

THE READING OF JUNIOR COLLEGS STUDENTS

It was stated in the previous chapter that the aim of the 

Junior College curriculum is to create a more efficient and in
telligent citizenship by training for skill, technical knowledge, 

and social understanding. This criteria having been set up, it 
follows that innate capacities and special abilities are to be 

highly developed, and supplemented by a liberal cultural and 
factual background. That such a goal cannot be achieved by class- 
work alone is evident. It is true that the Junior College stu

dent is under the personal direction of a teacher who seeks to 
guide and instruct him, and associated with fellow students whose 

contact widens and stimulates his interests. But a large amount 
of his intellectual experience, new at this stage of his life, 
will be gained outside of the classroom, where he will be placed 

upon his own resources in an effort to master the content materi
al of his chosen subjects. Much will depend upon his power to 
comprehend and assimilate this as it is presented to him in his 

required reading. Through reading he builds up a necessary back
ground for daily recitations, and at the same time acquires in
creased facility for handling new knowledge. Such an activity as, 
reading, which furnishes the means of securing information from 

the printed page, is basic in its importance on all levels of 

school and college work.

27
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THE READING PROCESS

From the earliest times learning has come down to us through 
the medium of language and books. Simultaneously with the ex
pression of thought came the art of its interpretation. Reading 

had its meaning in Egypt and Babylonia thousands of years ago 

when written language was in the picture and alphabet stage. * As 

time passed and the word and the book evolved, the records of 
civilization became available for reading. This accumulated store 

of knowledge is indeed the "core11 of learning. Its assimilation 

and application are at the very heart of education.
A mass of material "ready-to-be-learned" then, confronts the 

modern student. It exists in ever widening cycles from the grades 
to college. Some content must be mastered at each level? certain 
elements of language, history, mathematics, and science. The stu

dent must have at his command the means of acquiring this basic 
knowledge through the activity of reading.

Reading is defined as the knowledge or comprehension of mean

ing by the discovery or understanding of its medium of expression. 
Applied to the perusal of books, the art of reading is the takiig 

in the sensje of language by interpreting the characters with 

which it is expressed. It involves the work of the eye as it 

sweeps back and forth across the lines of the page; and the mental

Edmund Burke Huey - Psychology•and pedagogy of Reading.
pp. 1 - 2
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processes concerned in perceiving what is there set forth.^

It has been found that the eye falls into the habit of mak
ing a certain fixed number of. pauses per line, for a given pass
age, independently of the nature of the subject matter. This 

motor habit of the eye requires that lines be of only moderate 
length, and that this length be approximately uniform for a page. 
The ease with which the motor habits are formed characterize ra

pid readers as contrasted with slower ones.
Children of from nine to eleven years have been found to 

make more reading pauses than adults, and generally longer pauses 

In proportion as they are able to increase their reading span 
will they be able to accomplish a larger amount of reading.

Apart from physiological handicaps peculiar to the individual, 
and which require the attention of a physician, the student upon 
reaching college has usually mastered the physical difficulties 

of reading.

But reading must go on by other means than eye movements and
2the recognition of letters. There are varying degrees of atten

tion in interpretation, and associations or connections between 
the letters, words, etc., with the reader's background of con
sciousness. It is with this psychic side, the inner speech of 
. reading and the nature of its meaning that the college student le * *

Edmund Burke Huey - Psychology and Pedagogy of Reading.
p. 44

* Ibid., p. 682
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more and more concerned. It is in this phase of the reading ac
tivity that he finds his greatest difficulties.

James M. McCallieter in his "Reading Difficulties in Studying 
Content Subjects," says that retarded reading seriously handicaps 
study activities.* In a study carried on in grades VII and VIII 
of the Laboratory School of the University of Chicago he identi

fied students' reading difficulties and grouped them under the fol
lowing headingsi 1. Reading difficulties growing out of pupils' 

method of attack, 2. Difficulties caused by inability to recog

nize relations« 5* Difficulties arising from lack of knowledge 
of the subject matter. 4. Difficulties caused by deficiencies in 
vocabulary and by inaccuracies. 5. Difficulties arising from 
lack of clearness in directions given to the pupils.

These difficulties suggest certain types of reading skills 
which should be developed in the grades and Junior High School 

preparatory for adult and college reading. These McCallister 
gives as followst 1. Training in methods of attack required in 
reading activities. 2. Training to recognize relations and to 
perform the various forms of thinking. 5* Training to recognize 
shortcomings in their previous training and to adopt practices of 

review to secure information. 4. Training how to overcome diffi

culties with vocabulary when they are encountered. 5. Pupils may 
be led to sense the necessity for accurate interpretation.

** James M. McCallister - "Reading Difficulties in Studying i£hnr 
tent Subjects". The Elementary School Journal XXXI ( November 
1950) pp. 191-201



Training for these ends aids in improved reading ability and 
assists in forming effective habits of study. The reading of col

lege students requires increased accuracy in word recognition and 

improved attention to increasingly larger units of thought. The 
goal for college students in thoughtful, fluent and independent 
reading directed to their search for knowledge.

WHAT COLLEGE STUDENTS READ

Among college students there are found great individual dif
ferences in reading abilities and great individual differences in 
reading tastes. These are the results of early school training, 
the cultural background of the home, and the influence of the col

lege environment. A large number of young people are now approach
ing High School and college with improved reading ability, due to 

the remedial measures in teaching reading which have been intro

duced in the grades.
X

An example of such preparatory Work is that done in the 
school system of Mount Vernon, New York. A study was made to de
termine whether reading a large number of books for appreciation 

without any special training in interpretation produces as much 
power to understand words, sentences, and paragraphs, as reading 

a limited number of selections with specific remedial training.

The test was made with seventh grade classes of JO pupils upon 
the same mental level and under the same teacher. At the end of 

two months the results showed that the class given special remedi-
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al instruction made greater progress in ability to interpret 
words, sentences, and the content of paragraphs.*

Those college students who have come of educated parents are 

more frequently found to have a cultivated taste than those com
ing from an illiterate class, although no data could be found to 
prove this point. It is quite apparent that students in Junior 

Colleges which are connected with universities are apt to have a 
larger reading experience than students in small Junior Colleges 
in somewhat more isolated communities. This is perhaps due to 
the greater size of libraries in the larger schools and the oppor

tunities for general reading which they’ afford, and the orienta
tion in general’which those students have acquired to their fu

ture university work.
Several studies have been made of what college students read.

During the first semester 1929-1950 the University of Illinois
made a study of the reading tastes of 1,745 freshmen students in 

2Rhetoric I. The six most popular authors were found to be Hardy, 

Shakespeare, Strachey, Stevenson, Sheridan, and Galsworthy. Af

ter the standard prose fiction came contemporary prose fiction, 
English and American drama, and Biography and Auto-biography pre

ferred in the order mentioned.
Is college the place for readihg material other than that

** Luke C. Rhoades - "Systematic Training Fo>r Pupils of Superior 
Reading Ability."• The Elementary School Journal XXIX. June
1929. p p. 771-752. Margaret Bloom - "What College Students Read." School and 
■ Society. Vol. XXI. June 21, 1950. pp. 548-850
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v

assigned to euplement text-books? Some students have been keenly 
disappointed in college training because it did not offer the 

opportunity for growth and development through a wide range of 

reading. One has said that college should not be an end in itself 

but a tool for everyday living.^- He found that the college cur

riculum and its associated reading did not closely enough corre
spond to the problems and activities of everyday life. Another 

opinion gave the value of the writings of past masters as doubt
ful, since they are but criticism handed down from the enthusiasm 

of the age. He would recommend reading more practical for modern 
life; such as biology, because it may discover the why and where
fore of life; of psychology, because it gives the reasons for man's

behavior; and sociology, because it may lead to the organization
2of a better type of society.

These examples of college students' reading taste are not at 
all discouraging. They display a wholesome attitude upon the part 

of the student body toward the changing college curriculum and a 
willingness among individual students to assist as they are able 
in the colutions of the problems arising.

Ralph Melvin Stogdill - "An Undergraduate1s search for an Edu
cation in College." School and Society. Vol. XXXII (Sept.
20, 19^0) pp. 578-82

John J. Kilgariff - "Modest Proposal by a College Senior."
School and Society. Vol. XXXII. (Sept. 20, 1950) PP* 578-82

r
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GUIDANCE IN THE READING OF JUNIOR COLLEGE STUDENTS

The Junior College student having been guided in the curric
ulum and choice of occupation, now requires guidance in his ac
tivity of reading. Since guidance has been defined as any help 

given an individual that will enable him to make intelligent 
choices, its function in reading is apparent. Its aim will be to 
accomplish the goal previously set forth as thoughtful, fluent, 

and independent reading, directed to the comprehension.and assim
ilation of books.

That a great deal of interest is being manifested in the read
ing of college students, and that remedial measures are found nec
essary even on the college level, is indicated by the extent of a 

survey of remedial reading work being done in State Universities 
in the United States in 1929.* * The questionnaires asked if any 

attempt was being made to discover poor readers among college 

freshmen, and if there were any plans for assisting them; also, 

if poor readers were required to take remedial work, and if there 
was any evidence to show that such students did better in their 
college work because of this remedial instruction. Following is 
a summary, in part, of the date received from 40 schools that re

turned the questionnairei

1. Only nine schools made any attempt to discover poor read-

** Frank W. Parr - "The Extent of ¡Remedial Rsading'Work in State 
Universities in the United States," School and Society XXXI 
(April 19, 1950) PP* 547-48

*
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era among their freshman students.
2. Only seven schools had a plan for assisting poor readers 

in the freshman class.
5» Only four schools made the remedial work compulsory for 

poor readers.
k. Five schools replied that there was evidence to show that 

the remedial work given did improve the reading ability of 
students. These were the Universities of Nebraska, New 

Hampshire, Ohio, Oregon, and West Virginia.
This report shows that little has actually been done throughout 

the country for college students1 reading beyond preliminary 
testing for assimilation and comprehension, which is but the 

equivalent of the old-type-test examination. A better procedure 
would be that of guidance aimed to overcome the superficiality 
and lack of precision with which many college students read. Ac

cording to the difficulties previously outlined in this chapter, 

it will take the form of guidance in methods of attack, guidance 

in overcoming vocabulary difficulties, and guidance in accurate 

interpretation.
Since skills acquired are to be supplemented by social un

derstanding, guidance for technical mastery in required college 
reading will be accompanied by guidance in free cultural reading. 

This will begin with readings closely associated with content 

courses. The varied instructional materials of the college cur
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riculum will then expand into an ever widening range of knowledge, 
stimulating the student's curiosity and opening up for him new 
avenues of experience.

William S. Gray in his "Reading as a School Subject," outlines 
the objectives of reading in the High School.^" These general prin
ciples apply equally well to the Junior College level, and suggest 

the functions which guidance in reading may perform there. They 

are given as followsi
1. Provide for orderly development of fundamental reading 

habits and attitudes.
2. Study of individual difficulties and provide for remedial 

training.

5« Develop power, efficiency, and excellence in various types 
and purposes or reading.

4. Develop standards of excellence in all reading activities..

5. Rouse keen interest in reading and cultivate a strong mo
tive for reading.

6. Extend and em*ich the experience and satisfy the interests 

and needs of students.
7. Acquaint students with superior literary selections and 

elevate reading tastes. Guidance here will also be con
cerned in developing the power of literary criticism.

William S. Gray - "Reading as a School Subject" The Journal 
of the national Education Association. Vol. XX. No. 1 
Jan. 1951. pp. 57-58
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Through its guidance function the Junior College may assist 

the student in overcoming his reading difficulties and improving 
his reading skills. On the physical side of reading he simplifies 

the motor adjustments and learns to read rapidly, gaining mastery 

over words and symbols. Bach content course provides the oppor
tunity for developing new reading habits and their associated 

skills. Because of the varied character of the instructional ma
terials assigned in different courses and of varied techniques of 

• teaching employed, students encounter numerous types of reading 

activities. Performance leads to greater reading activity and to 

increased effectiveness of study habits.
On the intellectual side of reading the student gains in

creased power to comprehend the meaning conveyed in the reading 
material to be mastered, and to grasp the plan of the author's 
work. With guidance he improves his reading tastes, learning what 

are the best books to read and when to read them. He is led to 
explore the classics, history, biography, travel, literature, 
drama, religion, and art. He acquires at the same time a know
ledge of current literary trends so that he is able to make wise 
choices for his professional and general reading.

SUMMARY

Definition and meaning of reading; description of the pro
cess or reading and the difficulties encountered by students; an 

analysis of what college students read and a statement of the aims
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of college reading. Guidance may function in the reading of Jun

ior College students to prepare them for more technical university 
work or general adult reading. It presents remedial measures to 

secure facility in reading and comprehension of curriculum content; 

and suggests methods for the pursuit of free cultural reading. 
Through the activity of reading the student acquires the factual 
backgrounds necessary for each course of study; he increases hie 
skill in rapid reading and develops the power to assimilate the 

contents of books. Through guidance in reading the Junior College 
student achieves and independent intellectual life, with its var

ied opportunities for integrating experiences, and acquires those 
attitudes and appreciations which are most truly the mark of the

educated man



X

CHAPTER IV

JUNIOR COLLEGE LIBRARIES

When the student enters college he finds a curriculum ready 
for his choice and highly trained teachers to direct his work. 

Almost immediately he learns the necessity for the consultation 
of books. Some outside assignment or reference has been made, 

given for the purpose of clarifying the text. The use of the 
college library then becomes indispensable.

A library, from the Latin, liber, meaning book, has been de

fined as a collection of books or other literary material pre
served for reference or study.^ It has also come to mean the 

place or building where they are kept. Libraries have existed 
from the earliest times, preserving man1 s records in stone and 
clay, papyrus roll, and the modern book. Always students have 
had recourse to them in their search for knowledge and truth.

Because of the importance of the library to the school, it 

is purposed in this chapter to trace briefly the development of 
libraries, to present certain facts gathered from a survey of col
lege libraries in the United States, and to determine the function 
of the Junior College library, or any library used by the first 

two year college students.

The Encyclopedia Americana: a Library of Universal Knowledge, 
pp. 554-567
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DEVELOPMENT OF LIBRARIES

Discoveries in Crete, Assyria, Babylonia, and Persia have 
proved that a high state of civilization existed as early as 

6000 B. C .1 The art of writing had been developed, and many col
lections of atone and clay tablets have the characteristics of 
libraries. The earliest records were legal or commercial in fora, 

or pertained to the priesthood. But as time went on a literature 
began to develop in the fora of poetical, historical and philoso

phical writings. The ancient stone repords of Egypt refer to 
these; and later, the papyrus roll, which was the first stage in 
the evolution of the modern book. With the introduction of the 

parchment sheet, necessitated by the Egyptian embargo on papyrus, 

came the second stage in its development. The codex, the ancient 
sacred or classical manuscript, consisted of separate sheets of 
parchment bound together. It was used by the Greeks as early as 
500 B. 0. when Pergamus in Asia Minor became a noted center of 
Greek learning and civilization. Just when paper first supplanted 
papyrus is not definitely known, but the Arabs were the first to
make use of paper, Arabian manuscripts being in existence in the

2
9th and 10th centuries5,

All the ancient nations supported libraries, which stored 
the accumulated treasures of history, tradition, ballads, hymns,

40

The Encyclopedia Americana« 
pp. 554-567

a Library of Universal Knowledge.i

2 Ibid



medical lore, and philosophy. Collections of as many as 50,000 

tablets were known to be in Oriental temples, and Egypt, Greece, 
and Rome had famous libraries. The early Christian fathers were 

inimical to books, save those of a religious nature, and de
stroyed much of the Pagan literature. But during the so-called 
"Dark Ages" churchmen began to collect the fragments of classics 
which still survived, and skilled copyists were employed in trans
cribing them. The monasteries became the refuge for scholars and 

books, and large libraries again developed during the time of the 
Renaissance, chief among them those of Florence and Rome.

In America library history begins with the first permanent 
settlements in the new world by the English. It was proposed to 
establish a college at Jamestown and a gift of books was record-1 

ed in the minutes of the Virginia Company. But the Indian mass

acre defeated this plan, and left the first college to be founded 
in New England. It was there that Harvard University was founded 
in 1656 and two years later received from the will of Reverend 

John Harvard a legacy of JOO books. William and Mary College was 
founded in 1692 and Yale College in 1700# both with ample provis

ion for their libraries.
The establishment of state universities marked an important 

step in the history of college libraries. When Thomas Jefferson 

founded the University of Virginia, he estimated the importance 
of a library in the scheme of a university, and all his plans for

A
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the school centered round that fact. When the school began its 

work in 1825 the library building was complete and a collection 
of books was on the way from Europe. Jefferson was influenced by 

English and French models, and his policies in turn affected the 
schools and colleges of the South.

While college libraries in the United States were the old

est in point of time, the library idea became popularized by 
subscription, or share-holding libraries in the eighteenth cen

tury. The Boston Athenaeum, founded in 1807» and Mercantile and 
Apprentice libraries in other large cities, were closely allied 
to the subscription libraries, and for many years performed the 

function of the public library. The fees were low and social 
considerations played little part, so that their growth and ed

ucational influence became very great.
The idea of the free public library developed rapidly after 

Andrew Carnegie made his great endowment of $64,000,000. This 
made possible a library for every community that was willing to 
support and develop it. The library movement extended to other 

fields so that today there are gfeat state libraries, legislative, 
commercial, and industrial libraries, as well as many special lib

raries, organized to care for the modern flood of business, tech
nical, and scientific literature. County libraries now reach the 

rural districts; and public libraries fteve established their 

branches in hospitals and elementary schools. Through library 

extension the influence of books is being brought to the people in 

all walks of social and economic life.



SURVEY OF JUNIOR COLLEGE LIBRARIES

While libraries in the United States had their beginnings 

in the old theological college library, the modern college lib

rary has until recently been neglected. The need of library fac
ilities has been even pore apparent in the High Schools and Jun
ior Colleges. The many new courses involved in our expanded ed

ucational program now require libraries adequately equipped to 
support their instruction.

Colleges have set, among other minimum standards for admis

sion to accredited associations, a library of at least 8000 vol
umes, exclusive of pamphlets and government documents, well dis

tributed according to the subjects taught in the college, and 
professionally administered.* Only recently however have similar 

standards been considered for the Junior College. This field of 
education was so new, and the function of the Junior College so 

undetermined, that library requirements for this type of school 
waited upon the standardization of other departments. At the e- 
leventh annual meeting of the American Association of Junior Col

leges at Berkeley, California in November 1950» some time was de
voted to the study of the library. A plea was made for the adop

tion of higher library standards, based on the function of the 

Junior College library. This led to the resolutions adopted by 
the first Conference of Junior College Librarians at Los Angeles,

Ella B. Ratcliffe - Accredited Higher Institutions. U. S.
Bureau of Education Bulletin, 1950. No. 19. p. 10

1 .
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California, June 1950.^
[ The resolution which deals with the number of books in lib

raries is as follows!
.

RESOLVED, That in establishing standards for Junior College
l
j libraries, the following minimum requirements be recommended*

For 500 students or less the initial book stock shall be not 
less than 5000 well selected volumes, with moderate duplication,

I acquired before opening, or during three years.
For 500 to 1000 students the initial book stock shall be not 

less than 6000 volumes#
For 1000 students and over the initial book stock shall be 

not less than 7000 volumes, with an appropriation of $5.00 per 

student for the purchase of new books.
All the states have not yet adopted such high standards. 

Several states however are working on this problem, evidenced by 

the amount of space devoted to libraries in their bulletins.
Texas requires that each of its Junior Colleges have a library of 
2000 volumes or more. If standard meant nothing but volumes the 
' number might be even more arbitrary than this. But the books are 

to be distributed according to the subjects taught, which means 
that the Departments of English, Education, History, and Science 

require more books than Mathematics and Foreign Languages. Such

** Eleanor M. Homer - nA Junior College Measuring Stick." Bulle
tin of the American Library Association. Vol. 24 ( August 1950) 
PP- 296-97
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books selected with reference to subject are more effective than 
a large number chosen at random, or too old to be of value in the 

modern type of courses offered. Junior Colleges in Texas have 
had a very short life history, which has enabled them to have well 

selected libraries from the beginning.
The 16 Junior Colleges of Texas reported a total of 45,966 

books in their libraries.^ There were I652 reference works fol
lowed by 17,814 volumes for the English departments. After this 

the number ranged from 10,958 in History, and 5895 in Education, 
to 1566 in Home Economics. The Sciences and Foreign Languages 

were very small.
Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, New York, affiliated 

with Vassar College is a Junior College of a different type than 
those found in our southern states. While having been open for 
only two years, a library of 6000 volumes is reported, with a 
budget of $4000 a year fo r  new books. After the reference works, 

which are first to be considered in any well organized library, 
the college spends $1050 for general Literature. The distribu
tion of funds then decreases in proportion down through Philoso

phy and the Sciences, till only $50 a year is set aside for the 

purchase, of German and Spanish.
A questionnaire was sent to nine Junior College libraries in

1' J. R. Reid and S. M.'M. Marrs - Texas Municipal Junior Colleges.
Bulletin of the State Department of Education. Vol.V, No. 5

f
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various parts of the country chosen to represent the different 

types of Junior Colleges in these sections. It was the purpose 
of the questionnaire to discover the size of the library in re

lation to the student body, and to ascertain how accessible the 

library was to the students. The following table gives a summary 

of the reports received.
TABLE III

SIZE OF JUNIOR COLLEGE LIBRARIES IN RELATION TO THE STUDENT BODY 
AND ACCESSIBILITY OF STACKS

---------------r
Size of 

student body
Name of school Volumes ir. 

library
Periodicals

received
Stack

Cumnock Schools,
Los Angeles, Calif. 60
California Polytechnic 
San Luis Obispo, Califj 400

Georgia State College,
Tifton, Ga. 200
Highland Park Junior 
College,
Highland Park, Mich.
Joliet Junior College,
Joliet, 111. 271
Long Beach Junior 
College,
Long Beach, Calif. 258I
University of Pittsburg, 
Johnstown, Pa. | 910

5500

6000

5161

6656

12000

26OO

16

55

? ■

20

62

256

52

Open



TABLE III (continued)
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Name of school Size of Volumes in Periodicali Stack
student bodj library received

San Mateo Junior
College,
San Mateo, Calif. 719 6500 85 Open

Municipal University 
of Wichita,
Wichita, Kansas 2200 50000 250 11 .

A final question was asked as to the plans of the library for 
buying books in the future. The answers as reported in Table IV 
indicate a general tendency to get away from the text-book mat

erial as soon as possible and to build up a library more suited 
for reference and general cultural reading.

TABLE IV

PLAN OF BOOK BUYING IN JUNIOR COLLEGE LIBRARIES

Name of school Plan of book buying

Cumnock Schools,
Los Angeles, Calif.

California Polytechnic 
San Luis Obispo, Calif
Georgia State College, 
Tifton, Ga.

Plans to buy books collateral with courses 
offered.

This is a vocational school. The tendency 
is toward text-book materia.
Buys books of the literature type rather 
than the text-book type.

Î



TABLE 17 (continued)
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Name of school Plan of book buying

Highland Park Junior 
College,
Highland Park, Mich.

Attempts to balance according to the 
subjects taught with not too many text
books.

Joliet Junior College, 
Joliet, 111.

Buys more of the general literature.

Long Beach Junior 
College,
Long Beach, Calif.

Takes care of. collateral reading first, 
but plans to buy more in the field of 
general reading.

University of Pittsburg 
Johnstown, Pa.

Tencency is toward material in reference 
reading.

San Mateo Junior 
College,
San Mateo, Calif.

After required material plans to increase 
the resources for general independent 

j reading.

Municipal University 
of Wichita,
Wichita, Kansas.

Buys parallel and collateral books de
manded by the many new courses, but does 
not with to neglect the general field.

FUNCTION OF THE JUNIOR COLLEGE LIBRARY

The evidence from the preceding survey indicates the general 
tendency to raise the standard for all types of college libraries 
both as to the number of volumes required and the kind of material 
included. There is a growing recognition of the peculiar problem 

of the college library; the fact that it is the heart of the 
school. Its life courses through all departments.

It has been said that if democracy is to be preserved through

*

r
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education, it will be by bringing education down through the 

masses. This is being accomplished on the Junior College level 

where education is becoming increasingly popularized. The Jun
ior College, library in its relation to faculty and students is a 
most important factor in this movement. Upon its growth and vit
ality depends the strength of the school and the value of its ser

vice to the community.

The college library collects printed material with the prim
ary purpose of supporting the instruction given in the school.
It is concerned especially with the fields of teaching and re

search of the specific institution, choosing, preparing, and 
serving with the sole idea of use. The chief function of the 

college library is to connect the user with the information he 

wants to use. Cooperation is the basis of this activity —  co
operation with students, teachers, and other libraries.

The library serves the student by assisting him as much as 
possible in the reference room, loaning him books for required 
reading, and allowing him freedom to browse through its collec

tions of books. It is in this last field that the orientation of 

the college student to the library has been so neglected. It has 
long been the policy of the university to close its stacks to the 
freshmen and sophomore student, confining him to the limits of 

the assignment made by instructors.
Reference to Table III1 will show the present tendency of



50

the Junior College library is to make its resources more and more 
available for study. It has been the experience of the writer 
that as soon as freshman students are instructed in the use of 

the card catalog, and made acquainted with the reference works, 
they may be allowed to consult the stacks. A case of required 
reading in the courses of beginning psychology or rhetoric may 
be taken as example. The student who takes advantage of the op

portunity to consult various books for their topics soon grows 
in power to find and assimilate new ideas. He develops the fac

ulty of critical selection, and the patience for investigation 

and research.
In this way the library becomes for each student a valuable 

storehouse for general reading. The standard literature provided 
makes possible more free reading of the cultural type; a greater 

amount of popular material keeps the student in touch with current 
events; and the increasing amount of vocational material, necessi
tated by the Junior College curriculum, exercises the guidance 

function of the library.
There should be no question of discipline in the Junior Col

lege library. Its need disappears under conditions of freedom and 

interest. The truly socialized library cooperates with the in
structor in teaching the student how to study, and does its share 
in training him for oreative thinking. The library plays an im

portant part in preparing the student for productive work and par

ticipation in community life.
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The activities of this department of the school are not lim
ited to the campus. There is an increasing tendency toward public 

support of higher education by the city as a unit. In return the 

Junior College or Municipal University train for service and cit
izenship. They have in common the aim of preparing the student to 
fit into his immediate environment. Their courses are primarily 
socializing and vocationalizing. In the city the influence of 
these institutions is felt in various ways. There is training 

for experts in public service. There is field work in which stu
dents perform the tasks of everyday life under actual conditions 

acceptable as directly related to class work. Social and philan
thropic agencies and economic-industrial surveys all offer oppor
tunities for field work participation by students. Special prob
lems in city education are taken up. College men are trained for 
industry. These schools appeal to adults through their extension 

courses; courses that range from interior decorating in the home 
to political science for the training in citizenship, and interna
tional relations for the promotion of good-will. Vocational-in
dustrial education gives the workman knowledge, understanding, 
skill, and the desired attitudes. In supporting all this work the 

library of the college may function, and extend its influence into 

the community.
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SUMMARY

The institution of the library has come down to us from very 

ancient times. Its development may be traced through the earliest 

collections of stone and clay, papyrus and parchment sheets; later, 
the classical and medieval manuscripts; and now the modern book.

The first libraries in America were connected with the colleges, 
as Harvard University and William and Mary College. The begin
nings of the modern college library were in the library of the 

University of Virginia, founded by Thomas Jefferson. The free 
public library then developed and the library movement extended 

into many fields of social and industrial life. A survey of col
lege libraries in the United States indicates that the Junior Col
lege library is the latest to develop because the school of which 
it is a part is the newest educational unit. The functions of 
the Junior College library are« to support the instruction given 
in the school by the proper selection of books; to cooperate with 
teachers and students in the use of the books, for this purpose 

assisting in reference and required reading, and providing oppor
tunity for cultural and general reading. The library in connec
tion with the community is a socializing and vocationalizing 
force, assisting the school in its program of bringing education 

within the reach of all.



CHAPTER V

FUNCTION OF THE LIBRARY OF THE JUNIOR COLLEGE IN VOCATIONAL
GUIDANCE.

The vocational guidance function of the college library may 

now be considered. This is comprehensive of the four-fold func
tions of the Junior College; the preparatory function, the popu
larizing function, the terminal function, and the guidance func
tion. The vocational objective of the Junior College is the 

search for a life career and its preparation. The Junior College 
offers guidance in vocational choices and training in vocational 
experience. It is the duty of the library to guide in acquiring 
vocational.information. This can have real guidance value only 

if selected, organized, and applied in accordance with a well- 

formed plan.
In the preceding survey of libraries the question was asked, 

"What is the library doing to support the vocational program of 
'the school?" Without exception all replied that no definite plan 

had been worked out in these libraries beyond the arrangement of 
a special shelf for such reading material as the vocational coun
selor might suggest. It is the purpose of this chapter to de
scribe a few projects undertaken by the writer, which have already 
met with enough success to justify their inclusion in the library 

program.
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REORGANIZATION OF THE JUNIOR COLLEGE LIBRARY

Many of the Junior Colleges which sprang from the private 
school or small denominational college have inherited the old 
college libraries, which contained many books valuable as clas
sics, but otherwise out of date so far as they bear on modern 

economic and social problems. On the other hand, the newer Jun

ior Colleges, for example those of Texas, are buying entirely new 

libraries, with books bearing specifically upon the subjects 
taught, neglecting the rarer volume in literature, history, or 
philosophy. But we have seen that since the library touches both 
faculty and students in every department it should be made vital 

and stimulating by providing many kinds of reading; standard and 
cultural, supplemented by recreational, and technical and voca

tional information demanded by modern education.
The greatest problem of the library beyond its physical e- 

quipment, such as stacks, charging desks and catalogs, is the 

classification and arrangement of its books. The college library 
serves in ways unknown a generation ago, and free and full access 
to books is the keynote of its service. The arrangement must take 
into consideration» .1. The character of thé school. 2. The cur* 
riculum of the institution. J. Present and prospective book col
lections. 4. Number of students and probable growth of the school

For many years the Dewey Decimal System* has been in use for

*Melvil Dewey - Decimal Classification end Relativ Index. 1927
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the classification of books in public and school libraries, both 

large and small. Its plan was developed early in 1875 as the re
sult of long study of library economy in hundreds of books and 

pamphlets, and over 50 personal visits to libraries. In this 
system the entire field of knowledge is divided into ten main 

classes. Each class is subdivided into ten and each of the sub
divisions may de divided into ten indefinitely. This expansive 

system provides for the classification of any book since its sub
ject must belong somewhere in one of the .ten large groups'.

The chief fault in this system is in the fact that such sub
jects as journalism, modern languages and literature are too 
widely separated in number and stand too far apart on the shelves 

of a large library. So also with chemistry and chemical techno- 
loby. This lack of relationship will be readily seen by referring 
to the following outline, which consists of the ten main classés 
of the Dewey Decimal system with each of their ten subdivisions.

DEWEY DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION

000 GENERAL WORKS 
010 Bibliography 
020 Library Economy 
OJO General Cyclopedias 
040 General Collections 
050 General Periodicals 
060 General Societies 
070 Newspapers 
080 Special Libraries 
090 Book Rarities

100 PHILOSOPHY
110 Metaphysics
120 Special metaphysics
lJO Mind and Body
140 Philosophical Systems
150 Psychology
160 Logic 
170 Ethics
180 Ancient Philosophers 
190 Modern Philosophers



200 RELIGION
210 Natural Theology 
220 Bible
250 Doctrinal Theology 
240 Devotional 
250 Homiletic 
260 Church
270 Religious History 
280 Christian Churches and Sects 
290 NonrChristian Religions 

500 SOCIOLOGY
510 Statistics 
520 Political Science 
550 Political Economy 
J40 Law
550 Administration
56O Associations and Institutions
570 Education
J80 Commerce and Communication 
590 Costumes. Customs. Folk-Lore. 

400 PHILOLOGY
410 Comparative 
420 English 
45O German 
440 French 
450 Italian 
460 Spanish 
470 Latin 
480 Greek
490 Minor Languages 

500 NATURAL SCIENCES 
510 Mathematics 
520 Astronomy 
550 Physics 
540 Chemistry 
550 Geology 
560 Paleontology 
570 Biology.
580 Botany 
590 Zoology

56

600 USEFUL ARTS '
610 Medicine 
620 Engineering 
65O Agriculture 
64o Domestic Economy 
650 Communication & Commerce 
660 Chemical Technical 
670 Manufactures 

- 680 Mechanic Trades 
690 Building 

TOO FINE ARTS
710 Landscape Gardening 
720 Architecture 
750 Sculpture 
740 Drawing & Decoration 
750 Painting 
760 Engraving 
770 Photography 
780 Music 
790 Amusements 

800 LITERATURE 
810 American 
820 English 
85O German 
840 French 
850 Italian 
86O Spanish 
870 Latin 
880 Greek
890 Minor Languages 

900 HISTORY
910 Geography & Description 
920 Biography 
950 Ancient History 
940 Europe 
950 Asia 
960 Africa
970 North America ^
980 South America '
990 Oceanica & Polar Regions

industry, and practical artsAs our knowledge of science, 
increases more books are written on these subjects, and the modern 
library is finding this system of classification awkward and con

fusing. Nearly all libraries are now using some modification of

r
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it, many combining with it some of the features of the Library of 

Congress system. Although the Library of Congress is considered 
much too detailed in classification for the use of the average 
public or college library several large universities are re-class- 

ifying according to this method, among them the University of 
Michigan and the University of Chicago. But as this system is 

coming more and more into use a simplified form of it combined 

with the Dewey Decimal system might well be employed in the Jun
ior College library. The Library of Congress classification is 

given below.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CLASSIFICATION

Class A. General works
Class B. Philosophy
Class C. History - Auxiliary Sciences
Class D. History - General & Topography, except America.
Class D. Part II. European War.
Class E-F. History - America
Class G. Geography, Anthropology, Sports, and Games. 
Class GR-GT.Folklore, Manners, and Customs.
Class H. Social Sciences.
Class HT. Social groups.
Class J. Political Science.
Class K. Law.
Class L. Education.
Class M. Music.
Class N. Fine Arts.
Class P. Literature - General, English & American.
Class Q. Science.
Class R. Medicine.
Class S. Agriculture, Plant, and Animal Industry.
Class T. Technology.
Class U. Military Science.
Class V. Naval Science.
Class Z. Bibliography.
Classes I - O - W - X & Y  are omitted.
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It is quite apparent that this system brings together relat

ed subjects in a better way than does the Dewey Decimal system. 
Omitting Law, Medicine, Military and Naval Science, and combin
ing Classes C and D, Classes H and HT, and Classes M and N, this 
schedule of classification might be used for the Junior College 

library. Each of these classes adapt themselves to ten divisions, 
which would allow for indefinite expansion, though the Junior Col

lege library would probably never require it. The class number 
followed by the author mark would designate the book; and their 
arrangement on the shelves indicated by the card catalog, would 
make their contents more accessible to the students, and better 
understood by those in their first two years of college.

OCCUPATIONAL SURVEY OF THE COMMUNITY

If the library is to be of service to the school in its vo
cational guidance program it will need to have on hand informa
tion about local occupations. This will include a general survey 
of the community to determine the type of work which predominates, 

characterizing it as industrial, agricultural or commercial. The 
aim of a detailed survey would be to gather certain information 

about each occupation, noting such points as»

1. Nature of the work.
2. Time required to learn duties.

5« Main advantages and disadvantages.
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4. Qualifications and training needed.
5. Entrance age.

6. Instruction offered while learning, and possibilities for 
promotion.

7» Hours of work, and general working conditions.

8. Supply and demand of labor, source of supply, and seasonal 
demand.

9. Social advantages.
The City Public Schools of Lincoln, Nebraska made such a sur

vey in April, 1926. The purpose of the survey was to discover 
curriculum and building needs in the High School. Statistics 

showed that 48 per cent of employed males were engaged in Indus
trial Arts, while only 2.9 per cent of High School boys were in 
the curriculum; 55 per cent of employed males were engaged in 
commercial occupations, while 8.5 per cent of High School boys 
were in the curriculum; 7 per cent of employed males were engaged 

in professional work while 65.7 per cent of High School boys were 
in the curriculum.

The significant fact revealed was that a large number of 
boys were receiving training for professions which they would not 
enter, while only a small number were being trained for the oc

cupations which nearly one-half would enter. Five other cities, 

Denver, Des Moines, Kansas City, Minneapolis, and Omaha were 

grouped together and compared with Lincoln. In this group the
■f*

*
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per centage of employed males engaged in mechanical industries 
and clerical occupations was even larger than that in Lincoln.
This survey indicates a strong demand for non-academic courses in 
both High School and Junior College that would relate to the oc
cupational groups.

Another type of survey was that made by the State Board for .
Vocational Education, Lincoln, Nebraska. This was called "Voca-

1tional Information; the Choice of a Life Work. About one-half 
of the total number of High School pupils in the state responded, 

mentioning 200 occupations, with a preference for professional 
life.

Of course it is beyond the province of the library to make 

such a survey, unless in cooperation with"some research department 
of the school, as the Business, Education, or Sociology departments. 
But much can be done in the library by consulting the city direc
tory and conferring with the Chamber of Commerce; the Young Men's 

Christian Association, and other agencies.
The writer, as.librarian of the University of Omaha, suggest

ed that such occupational information be gathered in the library 
as would give an outlook upon the industrial and vocational life 
of Omaha, and faculty and students were invited to contribute.

The following questions were considered» The number of charitable 
institutions in Omaha and the opportunities they offer for social 

work; the possibilities of Government service in the Omaha field,

^" Vocational Information« The Choice of a Life Work. Bulletin 
No. 21. February, 1950. State Board for Vocational Education, 
Lincoln, Nebr.
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and the college or technical training required; the Beauty Shoppa 

that requires two years of college education or its equivalent in 
order to pass a state examination for this work; the steps through 
which a young man might rise from a mechanic in the railroad shop 
to President of the Road; and the opportunity for a student of 
chemistry to enter teaching, research, or Government service.

The interest in such work is contagious. During the progress 

of this study made in the library other departments took up simi
lar work. Data compiled showed that out of the total number of 

students registered in the various chemistry courses 27«2 per cent 
are preparing to stu<$r medicine, 22.25 per cent are taking chemis

try in preparation for engineering courses, 20.95 per cent are 
engaged in its study to meet degree requirements, 11.62 per cent 

are majoring in chemistry as preparation for a career in some 
phase of chemistry, 2*^8 per cent are making chemistry a part of 

a home economics course, and the remaining 2*^8 per cent are 
studying chemistry preparatory to teaching it in High School.

A preliminary survey of the industrial situation in Omaha 
revealed the fact that in this city there are more than to manu
facturing firms employing 50 to 100 people, and more than to man
ufacturing firms employing-more than 100 people that require 

trained executives at their heads and these must be recruited 
from the rising generation, perhaps from the youth of our own 

city.
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VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE RESOURCES OF THE LIBRARY

As soon as the occupational survey is begun the library may 

begin to function in vocational guidance. It is not intended 
that the library should assume the duties of the counselor in 
telling the student what occupation he should choose. Each per
son must decide for himself. But the library may offer advice 
similar to the assistance it gives in any other problem. Ways in 

which this may be done are suggested as follows»
1. Students should be given instruction in the use of refer

ence books, and the.arrangement and organization of the library.
2. The vocational-information possibilities of the ordinary 

college subjects may be indicated to the students and teachers, 
in order that they may discover new values in English, History, 

Mathematics, Science, and Industrial Arts. The improved arrange
ment of books on the shelves will enable them to correlate these 

subjects.

f
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5* Books must be selected which deal not only with the tech
nical processes involved in occupations, but other things which 

concern the worker; his qualifications, working conditions, and 

remuneration.
4. Pamphlet material may be assembled at small cost from 

Government Bureaus, such as the Department of Education, the De
partment of Labor, the Bureau of Child Welfare, the Department of 

Commerce, and Federal and State Boards of Vocational Education.
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5. A section of the library will be immediately set aside 

for this growing number of books and pamphlets, descritive of oc
cupations, and the acemulating information gathered from the lo

cal survey.
6. This local survey is a matter of growth. Its informa

tion will be incomplete at first, perhaps merely the name of an 
occupation at the top of a sheet or card. It should be filed 

roughly at first under the three larger headings for the classes 
of occupation as given in Chapter II. (l) Trades and clerical oc

cupations. (2) Semi-professions. (5) Professions.
7. Occupational surveys of other cities may be kept on file 

and will be useful for comparison with local conditions.
, 8. Copies of any material that the faculty have prepared on

the subject may be kept in the library such as social surveys, 

psychological tests, and interest inventories.
9. Mimeographed outlines for the study of occupations may be 

kept in the library. These may be duplicates of those used by 
the counselor, to be filled out in the library when the student 
is ready for a detailed reference study of his chosen occupation.

Such work as outlined above should not be a burden to the 
library. It is but one of the research problems with which the 

library has to deal, and may be taken care of with ease, if the 
library is organized around the vocational idea. A simple union 

catalogue of books in other libraries of the community will be of 
assistance. Since the library of the University of Omaha was
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small there were frequent inquiries as to whether the Public Lib
rary contained a desired book on a certain subject. The assis

tants in the library copied authors and titles of books since 
1920 as they were listed in the Public Library catalogue. This 

little catalogue, kept separate from the main catalogue, lists 
books in Education, Psychology, Sociology, and Vocational Guid
ance material. It is found very useful in connection with the 

information that is constantly coming in from the surveys de
scribed above.

SUMMARY.

That the college library may assist in vocational guidance 

its reorganization is suggested, the plan being a modification 
and combination of the Dewey Decimal and Library of Congress sys
tems of classification. Since vocational information of a local 

character is important to the library, it may be gathered from 

an occupational survey of the community. An outline is given for 
the tabulation of the results of such a survey, and the results 
of surveys in other cities are given for comparison. An enumera
tion of other vocational guidance resources possible to the col

lege library then follows with suggestions for their use.
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SUMMARY

The Junior College is that type of school which offers work 
in advance of the accredited four-year High School. The germ of 

extended secondary education existed in the early eighties, but 
the Junior College did not develop to any great extent until the 
period of years between 1892 and 1902. The movement then achieved 
remarkable progress during the decade 1919 to 1929, there being 
by 1950 over 400 accredited Junior Colleges in the United States 
and others in the process of organization.

The largest number of Junior Colleges is found in the South 

and '.Vest, notably the states of Texas and California, leaders of 
the movement in these sections. These states have set the stan

dards for Junior Colleges, and determined their four-fold func
tion as Preparatory, Popularizing, Terminal, and Guidance.

The Junior Colleges have developed their curricula with 
these four functions in view, and offer courses which prepare the 

student for further college training, or courses, terminal, so- 

called, which fit him for an occupation of semi-professional na
ture. There is an incresing tendency toward organized vocational 
guidance on the Junior College level which aims to discover the 

student's latent capacities and assist him in his occupational 
choices. Vocational guidance then helps the student to select 
the courses of study best fitted for his needs and trains him for 

efficiency in his vocation.
The guidance function of the Junior College then extends to
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the reading which the curriculum demands. The reading process 
requires analysis even on the college level, and provision must 
be made for overcoming difficulties that have survived from the 

student* s early training. The individual differences in reading 
abilities then require individual remedial measures to secure 
facility and comprehension which are the aim of reading skill. A 
study of what college students read indicates their desire to be

come proficient in the technical knowledge required of them. But 
college youth is demanding a broader cultural outlook upon life 
which can only be furnished by the opportunity to indulge in more 

free and general reading.
Reading activities in college are largely dependent upon the 

college library. It is here that students supplement class in
struction with collateral and extended reading. It is this strat
egic position, between the instructor and the students, which give 

the college library its opportunities for service.
The library as an institution is very old, always having ex

isted for the purpose of storing and preserving accululated know
ledge. Its .history in the United States began with the earliest 

colleges. It developed through the free Public library with its 
various extensions, and now again is reaching a position of in
fluence and importance in the modern college library.

Junior Colleges throughout the country are setting standards 

for their libraries and defining their functions. They must ade



quately support the instruction of the school by their size and 
quality, and must contribute to the modem movement in vocational 

guidance. Hence the vocational guidance function of the Junior 
College library becomes increasingly important. Through the re
organization an: mobilization of its resources it furnishes gen
eral and occupational information most necessary to students and 

faculty in the school* s vocational program. Its influence is 

felt in the life of the student during his college years, and it 
follows him afterwards in the career he has chosen.

s'
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QUESTIONNAIRE,

1. What ia the size of your library in relation to your student body?
2. How accessible are the general books to students? %

2# How many volumes are in the library?
4. How many periodicals are received in the library?

5. What are the plans for the future of the library? As to type of book 
to be purchased —  Is the tendency toward more text-book material for 

reserve reading, or of the general literature type?

78.
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