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PREFACE

The excitement and interest ’Which the pioneers 
of Nineteenth Century America inspire in us is in pro- 
portion to their willingness to gamble, and their abi
lity to win. The colloquial definition of the noun 
11 gamble11 is "a transaction involving risk.11 / If one 
accepts this definition, Edward Creighton's career 
had all the needed attributes to rank him among those 
to be idolized by successive generations of his country
men. The primary subject of this thesis engaged in , 
endless transactions involving risk-and, without the 
benefit of an aristocratic background, or anything 
that could seriously be considered formal education, 
succeeded in making vast sums of money. His work- 
hardened hands, the furrows in his yet youthful brow 
and the squint lines about his eyes bespoke the outdoor 
toil which won his fortune. That toll to a greater or 
lesser extent helped insure the success of every major 
venture of the mid-Nineteenth. Century pertinent to the 
development into thriving states of the territories 
west of the Missouri River.

His major national contribution was the survey 
for the whole of the first transcontinental telegraph
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and the supervision of the construction of a part of 
the line. But1 his freighting ventures, his subsidi
sation of the first great herd of cattle and sheep to 
graze on the plains of Wyoming and his purchase of 
thousands of dollars worth of Montana and Wyoming 
Territorial bonds weighed heavily in the development 
of two western states. Two of Colorado'::: earliest 
national banks had as a major stockholder Edward 
Creighton. As to the city of Omaha, Mebraska, two 
staples of its present economy— its banks and its 
stockyarda--ean trace their origins to the gambles of 
Edward Creighton. His exact relation to the acquisi
tion of the eastern terminus of th„e Union Pacific 
Railroad for the city, if only for a decade, may never 
be known, but that his employees graded part of its 
road and strung its telegraph line is certain.

The greatest appeal of Edward Creighton is that, 
while he was the sole builder of his own fortunes, he 
was not solely preoccupied with his own material suc
cess. Tiany of the men who toiled with him achieved 
fortunes equal to or greater than his own; not just 
as a result of the natural course of events, but because 
he trusted them with extensive authority as his agents 
and provided them with an initial and sizeable stake.
His brother, John Andrew, was an, obvious recipient of



Edward *e faith* as shown by the delegation to his 
authority of major ventures. John, as well as the 
others who benefited from the faith Edward Creighton 
placed in them, were not relegated to, the position of 
lesser men, but rather achieved their true eminence 
by building as their mentor had, not only for them
selves but for others .

The reason for Edward Creighton's success is an 
imponderable. Some would say it resulted from superior 
business acumen and an unfailing knack for selecting 
the right men for the right tasks. Others would view 

x it as the result of his devotion to his Faith and of. 
the fact that- he abided by a Christian code of busi
ness ethics« The purpose of this thesis is to delineate 
the youthful environment, the moral and religious 
training, and the positive and negative facets of 
Creighton's character. It will also point out his 
proximity and ease of access to the originators of new 
and exciting ventures and his reaction to the exhilara
tion of participating in something untried. Ana, 
finally, there will be an attempt to Indicate what 
particular mixture of elements it was that moved Edward 
Creighton from the ranks of-participants to the ranks 
of leaders.

The component parts of a thesis in History are

V
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dependent upon the aid and generosity of others to a 
greater extent-than those for a si.:.liar effort in ary- 
other field of intellectual endeavor. Of course, the 
■foremost source of interest, advice, .patience and forti
tude in an effort of this sort is the professor under 
whose direction a mass of seemingly irrelevant details 
assume the form and shape of a story— in this case Dr. 
Frank L. Byrne, Assistant Professor of History at 
Creighton University. It is hoped he will look upon 
the completed project, as some indication that the labor 
and. patience expended in stimulating another human being 
to utilize God-given intellectual powers, is never 
entirely wasted. To Father Henry !/-. Casper, also of 
the History Department of Creighton University, my 
grateful thanks are extended for the interest, time 
and wealth of beneficial suggestions he made relative 
to the pursuit of my theme.

To some extent the choice of a subject important 
to the development of the city of Omaha and significant 
to the origins of Creighton University was beneficial, 
for it attracted.the cooperation of tho legion of those 
interested in local history, dedicated to the mainte
nance of Creighton’s high standing, .and sympathetic to 
the pursuits of its students. Some-forms of interest 
and aid were of such special significance that it is
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impossible properly to indicate the decree of appre
ciation the writer wishes, to express. Mr. James J.
Fitzyeraid, Jr., the head of the law firm of Fitzgerald, 
Hamer, Brown & Leahy is, I hope, aware that his efforts 
on my behalf made possible extensive study of the 
Estate records relative to my subjects. 1 am also 
extremely grateful to Mr. Joseph L. Leahy, one of the 
partners of the same firm, for the time he spent in 
digging out Reports of Nebraska Supreme Court Cases 
concerning my work, and to the whole of the firm for 
letting me utilize their library to copy down some of 
these reports. Such expressions of faith are of enor
mous value in turning a hard task into a worthwhile 
endeavor. In line with this I am indebted to the 
gracious attitude,and Interest of the employees of 
the County Court House, particularly those connected 
with Estate Records and Grantor-Grantee Records. Also,
I am most grateful to Mrs. A, V. Kinsler of Omaha, 
niece by marriage to"Edward and John A. Creighton, for 
the loan of a family scrapbook in her possession, and 
for arranging-her busy schedule in order that. I might 
have the opportunity to call upon her in reference to 
my project.

Finally, I am indebted to Mrs. Ruth Ann Haug, Acting 
Archivist of the hestern History and Archives Depart
ment of the University of Wyoming, Laramie, Wyoming,
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for many fine suggestions, and for facilitating my 
prompt reception of duplicates of beneficial material 
from that source, and to Hr. Gerard deSlasi, Librarian 
for The Western Union Telegraph Company, for entrusting 
to my care a valuable diary for a period of six weeks. 
My research was also aided by the efforts of the His
torical Society of Montana at Helena, by the kind re
ception and beneficial leads provided by the staff 
of Hebraska’s Historical Society during several visits 
to the latter’s library at Lincoln, and by the prompt 
attention which the General Services Administration, 
national Archives and Records Service, Washington, D- 
0., gave to a request for information. And, although 
mentioned last, the staff of Creighton University's 
library ranks first among those concerned with, facili
tating the completion of the thesis. Despite the pres
sure of preparing to move Into a new library building, 
the members of the Creighton staff have made possible 
the writer's acquisition and retention of books at a 
time when it would seem they could not possibly have 
acceded to the demands of each harrassed graduate 
student. Only with "the assistance of all of these 
people and institutions can I try to tell the story 
of Edward Creighton.



i"

TABLE OP CONTENTS

Page
P REP ACE ill

Chapter
I, HUMBLE ORIGIN AND STRONG BACK . . . . .  1

II. A DEVIL OF A THINKING .  ............. *35

III. NEBRASKA'S CROESUS AND MONTANA'S PRINCE 71
IV. VIGOR AND FORTITUDE UNDIMINISHED . . . .  101
V. HIS OLD THEATER OF WEAR AND TEAR'. . . . 129

APPEND IX 9 .. . 163
BIBLIOGRAPHY...........     174

mmm <imi)f|ii(Miji xpF i' 1 ■ ...... wm pjw ypji') unup



CHAPTER I

HUMBLE ORIGIN AND STRONG- BACK

A thirty-five year old Irishman, of slightly above 
C medium height and stocky? powerful frame descended the 
bluffs of Iowa down to the Missouri River in the spring 

( of 1856'.) His name was Edward Creighton, and his desti
nation was Omaha, whose development into a town had only 
begun two years previously ̂ directly after Congress orga- 

x nized the Nebraska Territory*! Most of the buildings in 
the frontier village, which he found on the river's west 
bank, were mere shanties. Yet, already there was a two- 
story frame hotel, a brick territorial capitol building 
and, in the process of erection, a second hotel and a 
brick Catholic Church. The relatively high price of 
town lots offered evidence to the new arrival of a minor

IScrapbook in the possession of Mrs. A. V. Kins1er 
of Omaha, Nebraska (Mary Lucretia Schenk Kinsler), niece 
by marriage of Edward and John A. Creighton, hereinafter 
referred to as the "Kinsler Scrapbook." This data is 
found in column 2, page 60, in a newspaper Item begin
ning at the bottom of column 3, page 58. James C.
Olson, History of Nebraska (Lincoln: University of 
Nebraska Press, 1955), p« 79. J. Sterling Morton and 
Albert V/atklns, Illustrated History of Nebraska (3 vols. ; 
Lincoln : Jacob North & Company, 1905-19067"Western Pub
lishing and Engraving Company, 1913), I, p. 147.
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real estate boom, evidence which the growth of popula
tion confirmed, . Within six months after Edward Creighton's 
arrival, the town's inhabitants doubled from 800 to 
1,600. The young Irishman had come to a town and 
territory dedicated by their organizers to the servicem
of the projected transcontinental railroad. By helping 
to achieve this dream, Edward Oreighton and his family 
would grow with Omaha in prestige and personal fortune.2 * * * &

Those meeting Edward Creighton for the first 
time saw strength not only in his powerful frame, but 
also in the firm, yet flexible^ line of his jaw and 
mouth. The deepset eyes under heavy brows were already 
surrounded by prominent creases in,-the brow and slanting 
from the side of the nose,, which bespoke their long 
service against the glare of the sun. The eyes appeared 
to be so set to provide them with some protection, not 
only against the sun, but from the sting of sleet or 
sand, whichever happened to be available to the caprice

2Frank J. Burkley, The Faded Frontier (Omaha,
Nebraska; Burkley Envelope and Printing Co», 1935), pp. 
72, 14?• Henry W. Casper, S. J., History of the * Catho
lic Church in Nebraska; The Church on the Northern 
Plains, 1858-1874 (Milwaukee: Bruce Press, I960), pp. 
50-51* Norton, Illustrated History of Nebraska, II, 
pp. 81-82, 315-17n. James W. Savage, John T. Bell, and
Consul W. Butterfield, History of the City of Omaha. 
Nebraska and South Omaha (New York and Chicago: Mansell
& Company, 1894), p . 140. Olson, History of Nebraska, p • 84»
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of the winds. His was a big face centered by a propor
tionately sized nose and topped by wavy, dark hair and 
a wide brow. Acquaintances of one of two meetings 
perceived the capacity of the man to wield authority,
but could depart the losers for having failed to see*
the indications of the new arrival’£ humor, warmth and 
tremendous/>devotion to family and friends.3 "

Instead of the narrow face of an aristocrat or 
aesthete, or the slender build associated with speed, 
Edward Creighton had a visage that suggested self- 
reliance, determination, fortitude and keen perception, 
and a frame that suggested consistent endurance as he 
moved ahead.i For sixteen to eighteen years he had been 
moving. From the farm in Licking County, Ohio, where 
his family had moved in 1830,"he set forth eight years 
later at the age of eighteen with the gift of his father—  
a team of horses and a wagon. During this decade and

3"Edward Creighton," Journal of the Telegraph.
Ill (No. 13, Whole No. 62) (June 1 , 1870). The cover 
page of this issue contains an engraving of Edward 
Creighton— full face./ P. A. Mullens, Creighton: Bio
graphical Sketches of Edward Creighton. John A. Creighton. 
Mary Lucretia Creighton. Sarah Emily Creighton (Omaha, 
Nebraska: Creighton University, 1901). ; What appears to 
be the standard profile of Edward Creighton faces page 
5• Kinsler Scrapbook, two separate newspaper items 
covering pages 57-58. At the top of column 1, page 58,
Dr. George L. Miller, friend of Edward Creighton for 
fifteen years, and editor of the Omaha Herald from the 
fall of 1865, Is quoted as saying about the latter that 
"he had found during many years that Edward Creighton 
came to his side and always sat very near in a time of trouble."
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two-thirds he had fulfilled contracts for grading rail
road beds and roads, for transporting telegraph poles 
and for the actual construction of state roads and 
telegraph lines.^

When Edward Creighton moved westward into the new%
territory, he carried with him pioneer experience rela
tive to the national projects of the next fifteen 
years— spanning the continent by wire and rail. He 
boasted natural endowments which marked him as a leader 
and suggested that the paths along which he led would 
terminate in rewards, not only for himself, but..for 
those he led. One contemporary said to himself upon- 
meeting Edward Creighton, directly .after the latter had 
arrived in Omaha, 11 ’As long as that man stays here 1 
propose to stay*’ He had a personal magnetism that 
attracted the stranger-who knew nothing of him before."
Even more, it was the attraction of a man of v_t__
and power for others of the same caliber. Men eager 
to participate in the development of the territory and 
to tap some of its riches sensed that Edward Creighton's

^Journal of the Telegraph. Ill (June 1, 1870), 
p. 154. James D. Reid was the editor of the Journal 
put out under the auspices of Western Union Telegraph 
Company. Reid as a young Scotch immigrant became 
assistant in 1837 to Postmaster Henry O'Rielly of n
Rochester, Mew York, whom he subsequently.followed 
into the telegraph field. Mullens. Creighton, t>n. 9.11-13. — ~
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lead was the one to follow. Before plunging Into a new
venture “he knew what his work was, and he selected
the men who would execute it faithfully. . . .“5

Those who followed Edward Creighton would find
themselves not only linked to at least one of the*
two national projects of the mid-Nineteenth Century, 
but to any one or all of the speculative undertakings 
synonymous with the development of the territories 
west of the Missouri River.^ Freighting, acquisitions 
of real esjtate, banking and cattle raising would be 
outlets for Edward Creighton’s tremendous energiesX,

N The Union Stock Yards of Omaha, one day to become second 
to none, would stem in part from the multiplicity of 
Interests pursued with vigor by Edward Creighton. Yet 
another work won the adherence of Edward Creighton and 
his family to its service— the Catholic Church. From 
the time of his arrival in the .Nebraska Territory it 
would benefit from his vigor. A college would have 
its origins in the efforts of this pioneer, and through 
the continued support of Edward’s youngest brother,
John Andrew Creighton, the college would turn into a

SKinsler Scrapbook, columns 1 and 2, page 60, 
of newspaper item, beginning at the bottom of column 
3» page 58* The item concerns addresses delivered by 
Omaha's leading citizens at a memorial meeting honoring the late Edward Creighton.

mm up m u nijijpweF ■11 mrnmmf*
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university, adding schools of law and of medicine to 
its structure* Omaha's largest Catholic hospital would 
have as its cornerstone the labor of Edward and John A* 
Creighton* Altogether, a significant part of the early 
history of tie trans-Missouri West would receive direc-m
tion from Edward Creighton and his brother.6

Edward Creighton was the fifth son of immigrant 
parentsJames Creighton and Bridget) Hughes Creighton. 
His father, James, had left County Monaghan, Ireland, 
and first touched American shores in 1805» Six years 
later in St. Mary’s Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
Bridget Hughes, a nauiva of Ck„ ‘ y Ar c*.gh, Ireland, - 
had become his wife. They had spent the first year 
of their marriage in Pittsburgh, In 1813 they moved 
to Belmont County, Ohio, where James Creighton began 
farming near the town-of Barns?vilie* Here it was 
that Bridget Creighton gave birth to her fifth child

6Omaha Herald. November 7, 1874, p. 1. Warrant 
& Inventory, Estate of Edward Creighton*, Piled June 16, 
1875, File #245, County Court House, Omaha, Nebraska.
The first five pages of this document list Edward 
Creighton's real estate holdings, estimating them to 
be worth §198,970. Robert Homer Burr;, Andrew Springs 
Gillespie, and Willing Gay Richardson, Wyoming's Pioneer 
Ranches (Laramie, Wyoming: Top-Of-The World Press, 1955), 
pp. 14, 58, Casper, History of the Catholic Church in 
Nebraska, pp. 57-58n, 209-10, 225,276. Savage, History 
of the City of Omaha, pp. 350, 362, 204, 597-98.
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and fourth son^Jldward, on August 31, 18207? The oldest 
of Edward’s brothers and sisters was Alice, who after 
her marriage to Thomas McShane continued to reside in 
Ohio on a farm, about four miles from Somerset in Perry 
County/ Of her seven children, one son, Edward 0.m
McShane, would serve as Edward Creighton’s secretary 
for a number of years; another, Thomas A., would become 
a partner in the Wyoming cattle raising firm of Edward 
Creighton & Company, and a third, John A., would also 
migrate in 1871 to the cattle lands of Wyoming, and 
by 1873 acquire a small interest in Edward Creighton 
& Company.8

' Both Edward’s oldest brother,,-Henry, and the 
eighth member of the brood, Catherine, died prior to 
Edward’s arrival in Omaha. Henry had spent his last 
fourteen years as an invalid as the result of an acci
dent which befell him in Louisville, Kentucky, when 
Edward was seventeen years old. The fourth of James 
and Bridget Creighton’s children, and the father’s

7Mullens, Creighton, pp. 5, 9.
^Letter from John B. Furay, S. J., dated June 10, 

1940, to Dr. P. Raymond Nielson, Director of the History 
Department, Creighton University. The letter is in the 
possession of the History Department, Creighton University, Omaha, Nebraska, along with other items of historical 
data collected by the late Dr. Nielson. Father Furay, 
a grandson of Alice Creighton McShane, was at this time 
serving at St. Mary of the Lake Seminary, Mundelein, 
Illinois. J. M. Wolfe, Compiler, Omaha Directory for 
1870 (Omaha, Nebraska: Omaha Daily Herald, 1870), p. 165- 
McCreary v. Creighton, 76 Neb. 179 (1908). Morton", 
Illustrated History of Nebraska. II, p. 451n.
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namesake reached Omaha in one segment of Edward’s party- 
in 1856» James# who lacked the more robust constitu
tion of his pioneer companions, would for the next ten 
years serve as Edward’s business agent in Omaha during
the latter's prolonged absences from the frontier town.*
Francis, the second of Edward's six brothers lived for 
some years in Springfield, Ohio, but at Edward’s behest 
he also transferred his family and possessions to 
Omaha.9

Of Edward Creighton's three surviving younger 
brothers and sisters, numbers six and seven— Joseph 

x and Mary— both married and settled in Omaha. Mary 
became the wife of John McCreary, the latter having 
arrived in Omaha in the same year as her brother Edward, 
John McCreary's interests would range from telegraph 
building to ranching a§ a result of the acquisition 
of Edward Creighton as a brother-in-law. On the other 
hand, Joseph Creighton was in temperament at the oppo
site end of the pole from Edward. He was so goodhearted

^Mullens, Creighton, pp. 7-9» Charles H, Brown,
My Experiences on the Plains in 1861 in Assisting in 
the Construction of the First Telegraph Line Across 
the Continent," (hereinafter referred to as "Brown's 
Journal") (New York City, Western Union Telegraph Com
pany Library, 17091-621.38209B), p. 5 1. Savage, History 
of the City of Omaha, p, 106.
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that those coming in contact with him liked him despite 
the fact that he was absolutely devoid of vigor of mind 
or body. Through Edward’s tact and Joseph's lack of 
concern for the opinions of others the younger man 
ostensibly participated in at least one of Edward’snt
major ventures in a capacity commensurate with that of 
more active individuals.<Jhe last of the nine children 
Bridget Hughes Creighton would bear— John Andrew—  
uttered his first cry on October 15, 1831, in Licking 
County, Ohio,^When Edward was eleven, James Creighton 
had moved his family to a farm about twelve miles from 
the town of Somerset during the preceding year. Like* 
his brother Edward,(John would have,-a tremendous zest 
for life and the knack for becoming a leading citizen 
in the frontier community/in which he chose to reside. 
Yet John, along with the rest of his family, would 
benefit tremendously from the success of Edward 
Creighton.3-0

When the Creightons moved to Licking County, Ohio, 
prior to John’s birth, Edward had probably already had

l°Mullens, Creighton, pp. 5, 6, 8-9, 36. Brown’s 
Journal, p. 102. Savage, History of the City of Omaha, 
p. 106. B ums, Wyoming’s Pioneer Planches, p. 258. 
Kinsler Scrapbook, page 4, column 3, newspaper article. 
James H. Mills, "Reminiscences of an Editor," Contribu
tions to the Historical Society of Montana With its 
Transactlons, Officers and Members(Helena, Montana: 
(Independent Publishing Company, 1904), V, pp, 281-83•
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a meagre amount of education. The schools of a near- 
frontier state were limited, however, and the poverty 
of the settlers In the upcountry districts, where the 

C Creightons lived, further discouraged educational estab
lishments), for the farms demanded the energies of every 
youngster. The district school near Edward's new home 
with Its rudimentary curriculum and short sessions 
provided all his academic preparation— sufficient for 
the management of a bare subsistence farm upon which 
depended a large family, and for whatever added tasks 
of manual labor could be acquired to supplement an 
inadequate income. ^Edward's father strove to maintain 
his ever-increasing family by adding construction work 
on the turnpike roads to the produce he and his sons 
gleaned from the farm. Then James Creighton died on
March 5, 1842, when his oldest living child was twenty-
d,1 Zz,
-elght and his youngest not quite eleven. His death 
threw especially upon Edward heavy new responsibilities . H  

^As soon as his strong young body was sufficiently 
developed, Edward had begun to assist his father and 
brothers with.the farmwork. To this he had added'from 
about his fourteenth year work as a cartboy on the 
turnpike roads.> The necessity for expanding the family

^Mullens, Creighton, pp. 5, 9.
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economy and the lure of new challenges had carried an 
eighteen-year-old driver onto the pike roads and into 
the moving stream of commerce. Beginning about 1838 
the young Irishman had spent increasing intervals away 
from, home, returning only to lend some aid with them
farm chores. Edward * a range of endeavors had soon 
exceeded freighting produce into the various commercial 
centers in the vicinity of the Ohio valley, for in 1840 

--he had secured a contract in Springfield, Ohio, far the 
construction of a part of the National Stage Road link
ing Springfield with Wheeling, Virginia.x' At the 
time of his death, Edward’s father had the satisfaction 
of knowing that his fifth child wag already able to 
ascertain the winning bid in competition, vigorously
execute his part of the bargain, and thus convince 
others of his capabilities A 2

With her husband gone Bridget Creighton moved 
with those of her children still living at home into 
Springfield, Ohio. She was especially anxious that 
her children have a chance to attend Hass and indeed

1--Ibld.. p, 1 1 . Journal of the Telerraoh. Ill 
(June 1, 1870), p. 1 5 4 . W. H. Deppermann, "Key To An 
Empire, Telegraph and Telephone Age. VII (Whole No. 
1262, Fifty-Seventh Year) (July, 1939), pp. 152-53.
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had induced her husband to select their last farm be
cause of its proximity to a Dominican mission at Somerset. 
She had seen too many of the offspring of fellow immi
grants drift from the Faith in an arid atmosphere 
removed from the Sacraments and the succor and training

m
of the religious./ With her concurrence Edward, who 
had become his youngest brother's guardian, used part 
of his father's small estate to further the religious 
and secular education of John A. Creighton/ Bridget 
and her contractor son decided a |600 portion should 
open for John the doors to some college or professional 
school. In 1852, when almost twenty-one, John Creighton 
returned to Somerset, Ohio, to enter- St# Joseph's Col
lege, which the Dominican priests had recently founded 
to supplement their mission church. John favored civil 
engineering for a career, and devoted his primary efforts 
to mathematics. But in November, 1854, Bridget Hughes 
Creighton died in Springfield, Ohio, and her last son 
left St. Joseph's to find a release for his youthful 
energies, and the counsel, comradeship and stimulus 
of working with his older brother, Edward.^3 ^

During the ten years John was attaining his majority

13i:lullens, Creighton, pp. 6-7, 56# Morton, 
Illustrated History of Nebraska. I, p. 629*



and attending college,(Edward was fulfilling one con
tract after another with special concentration on 
acquiring Jobs connected with the new and fascinating 
field of communication— telegraphy)* His identification
with the early telegraph would take him as far east«*
as Buffalo, New York, into the deep South, the length 
and breadth of his home state of Ohio, and through 
portions of Illinois, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Kentucky 
and Missouri. /It was in 1847 that Edward Creighton 
made his first acquaintance with the telegraph.) He 
was still in Ohio, having completed a contract for 
grading a portion of the Little Miami Railroad, when- 
one day he saw a work gang dlgging.-holes, setting 
crooked, unbarked poles into them and stringing a wire 
from pole to pole. ^With his mind and senses alert to 
any new venture which smacked of requiring an agent 
to haul materials, and possessing the unbridled curiosity 
and enthusiasm of the self-taught for enlarging his range 
of knowledge, Edward Creighton sought out the purpose, 
requirements and possibilities of this wire suspended 
above the horizon. \He found out that Bernard O'Connor, 
then in Springfield, Ohio, held the contract for con
struction,) Bernard O' Connor was , along with Captain 
John I, Rielly, charged with the construction of Henry 
O'Rielly's telegraph lines. And Henry O'Rielly was.
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the mercurial Irishman, born in Ulster, and more recently 
a newspaper editor and postmaster in Rochester, New 
York, who, in June, 1845, had plunged headlong into the 
promotion of what would become a mammoth communication 
aystem.

m
When the Irishman from Ohio applied for admission 

into Henry O’Rlelly’s forces, it was but two years 
since Samuel F. B. Morse had acquired the services 
of Amos Kendall to enlist the backing of private capital 
for the erection of wires through which intelligence 
could pass in the matter of hours to all parts of the 
United States. Morse, an artist, had sketched what , 
would be the basis of hi a unbelievably simple instru
ment on board a ship returning him to the United States 
from England in 1832. The original, primitive trans
mitting device had by *1845 developed into the Morse key, 
or correspondent, whose function it was to open and 
close an electrical circuit according to a definite 
code-pattern. The receiving device embodied the princi
ple of the electro-magnet which attracted a lever, this

i^Deppermann, Telegraph and Telephone Aree. VII 
(Whole Wo. 1262, Fifty-Seventh Year), p. 153. Journal 
of the Telegraph. Ill (June 1, 1870), p. 154. P. 
Raymond Nielson, "Edward Creighton and the Pacific 
Telegraph, 11 Mid-America: An Historical Review. XXIV 
(January, 1942), p. 62. Robert Luther Thompson, W1ring 
A Continent: The History of the Telegraph Industry in 
the United States. 1832-1866 (Princeton. New Jersey; 
Princeton University Press, 194?), pp. 70-71, 77.
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attraction causing another Instrument to record signs—  
in this case dots and dashes— symbolizing each letter 
of the alphabet on a paper-covered roller. Despite the 
instrument’s simplicity and potential, the government 
had evidenced no Interest in purchasing the patent Inm
February, 1545, and<^mos Kendall, who was agent for 
three-fourths of the Morse patent, had found private 
capital far from anxious to gamble on the telegraph.^

The undiscouraged Kendall had nonetheless pro
ceeded to envision a great system with spokes of tele
graph line radiating from New York City along the princi
pal highways of commerce. Once the arteries of communi
cation were a fait accompli, and companies were incor
porated, stock would be issued to those contributing 
to the enterprise, fifty percent of It to be turned 
over to the patentees in exchange for conveyance of 
patent rights to the various companies. .(Morse1 s agent 
had based his anticipation of the success of his plan 
on the premise that this controlling stock interest 
would maintain unity among the individual companies, 
thereby assuring efficient service on a nation-wide 
scale AS') Such was Amos Kendall's faith in the Morse

15samuel F . B. Morse, Samuel F. B. Morse: His 
Letters and Journals, ed. Edward Lind Morse (2 vols., 
Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1914),
PP* 5-8, 156, 232, 246. The first patent was Issued
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instrument that he had taken upon his shoulders per
sonal responsibility for the construction of a line 
from Hew York to Washington, D. 0. Francis Ormond 
Jonathan Smith of Maine, one-time Chairman of the House 
Committee on Commerce, partner of Samuel F. B. Morse 
since March, 1838, and agent for the one-fourth of the 
Morse patent Interests in the United States not ascribed 
to Kendall, had agreed to connect Hew York to Boston 
and other investors had consented to build additional 
eastern lines» Henry O'Rlelly had ambitiously con
tracted to establish telegraphic service for an area 
extending from the Atlantic seaboard to the Mississippi 
and the Great Lakes.

¿It was a twenty-seven-year old Edward Creighton 
who espoused the cause of pioneer telegraphy!or the 
Morse system, first as a contractor for poles, then 
as a superintendent for construction for two sections 
of Henry O'Rielly’s kingdom, the Atlantic, Lake & 
Mississippi Telegraph Company.) In 1847, the new 
addition to the ranks of the telegraph builders began

to Morse on June 20, 1840 and extended for seven years 
on June 20, 1854, or until June 20, 1861. The second 
patent for certain improvements was issued April 1 1,
1846, for a fourteen year period. Thompson, Wiring A 
Continent, pp. 16-20, 37-39, 9, 26. Amos Kendall, 
lawyer, newspaper editor and Postmaster General under 
Andrew Jackson, was well versed as to the nation's main 
commercial routes as the result of the latter post.



supplying poles for the Pittsburgh, Cincinnati & Louis
ville Telegraph Company* one of the six exclusive sec
tional companies which Henry O'Rielly had In mind to 
extend the new communication system throughout his 
realm./-The whole of this line would stretch fromS, %
Pittsburgh to Louisville, and on Edward Creighton's 
poles was strung wire linking. Springfield, Illinois X
with Cincinnati, and Cincinnati with Louisville, Kentucky^ 
From Louisville Edward went to St. Louis, and not only 
supplied poles but(directed construction of a line 
from St. Louis to Alton, Illinois) for another of the 
O'Rielly sectional companies, the Illinois & Mississippi 
Telegraph Company, whose aim was the linking of St.
Louis with Chicago. In 1848, Edward Creighton both 
continued to supply poles and increased his actual con
struction activities by working for a third O’Rielly 
company, the Ohio, Indiana & Illinois Telegraph Company* 
The young Irishman provided poles for the Dayton to 
Evansville, Ohio, segment of the line, and directed 
construction from Cincinnati to Dayton arti from Lafayette, 
Indiana to Evansville .3-6

16j/[orse, Samuel F. B. Morse: His Letters and 
Journals, pp. 82-83, 24?, 259, 308, 319- It was in 1838, 
when Morse took his invention to Washington to interest 
the government in it, that F. 0. J. Smith, shrewd lawyer 
and at that time Chairman of the Congressional Committee 
on Commerce, recognized the possibilities of the inven
tion, and offered to place at the disposal of Morse
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In the same year Edward. Creighton moved into the 
deep South, still carrying the banner of Henry O’Rielly, 
but not of the Morse instrument. The new Columbian 
electro-chemical telegraph, the invention of Alexander 
Bain, a Scottish scientist, was the instrument by which 
Henry 0'Rielly Intended to send messages on his People’s 
Telegraph Company line between New Orleans, Louisiana, 
and Louisville, Kentucky. ^The Columbian device recom
mended itself by being three times as fast a relayer 
of messages as that of Morse and by sending to a greater 
distance without aid of relays and with a smaller battery 
But its receiver, in which the electric current acted 
through a fixed metal stylus to prqduce a series of 
blue marks upon a chemically-treated ribbon, elicited 
such pungent fumes and fine lines that both the health

, ~ , tand eyesight of its operator were endangered^. Edward 
Creighton directed the construction of the Columbian 
line from New Orleans to Aberdeen, Mississippi, and

his business acumen and legal training as well as finan
cial backing in exchange for one-fourth interest in the 
instrument. Smith would soon orove himself the posses
sor of a cloven hoof, and Henry O’Rielly with his 
untiring energy, marvellous power of continuous labor 
and mental activity and his shining hopefulness would 
prove imprudent in money matters and the fulfillment 
of contracts as the result of his desire for fame. 
Thompson, Wiring A Continent, pp. 12-13, 39-40, 42,
71-75• Journal of the Telegraph. Ill (June 1, 1870), 
p. 154. Nielson, Mid-America; An Historical Review.XXIV (January, 1942), p. 62.
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the whole of the 1,500 mile People's Telegraph line 
reached completion In January, 1849»- The results of 
the pioneer telegraph builder's enterprise, determina
tion and flair for leadership in this case were far 
from satisfying, because the ugly head of rivalry be
tween promoters of various telegraph instruments, the 
major impediment to the prosperity of the infant 
industry, reared Itself in earnest• The lawyer-agents 
for the Morse system, Amos Kendall and F. 0. J. Smith, 
made their New Orleans & Ohio Telegraph Company the 
winner in the wire erection race between Louisville and 
New Orleans by obtaining a court injunction against -
the Columbian telegraph providing for the seizure of 
the Louisville-Nashvilie section of the People’s Tele
graph line. In addition, the impetus given to hasty 
and cheap construction by the pressure of competition 
and the dwindling of Henry O'Rlelly1s resources made 
the People's Telegraph line virtually worthless, and 
ruined its promoter «'/Yet, two of O'Rielly's six original 
ly plotted Morse system companies thrived under separate 
management, and in 1850 Edward Creighton rejoined the 
Morse fold to rebuild a large portion of the Pittsburgh, 
Cincinnati & Louisville Company’s line.IT

17Journal of the Telegraph. Ill (June 1, 1870), p. 
154. Thompson, Wiring A Continent, pp. 71, 73, 137, 
147-48, 153, 156-59. Nielson, Mid-America; An Historical Review, XXIV (January, 1942), p. 62.
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The precarious foothold of other O'Rielly pro
moted lines impelled Edward Creighton, who was now 
thirty and had a widowed mother, two younger brothers 
and sister still dependent upon his earning powers, to 
seek new agencies to serve as a contractor or telegraph 
builder. Clike Henry O'Rielly he was invigorated by the 
challenges offered by telegraphy, so he moved to the 
north and east to offer his experience to the holders 
of the third major telegraph patent, that of Royal E. 
House of Vermont y Among the holders of the House patent 
for the United States were Samuel L. Selden and his 
brother, Henry. The Seldens, attorneys of Rochester,- 
New York, had in August, 1845, been .two of the Incor
porators of Henry O'Rielly*s Atlantic, Lake & Mississippi 
Telegraph Company. <&ow their New York State Printing 
Telegraph Company*was promoting the erection of a line 
from New York via Albany to Buffalo to be serviced by 
the most complex, yet the most primitive, of the three 
rival telegraph instruments. Judge Samuel L. Selden, 
however, had the business acumen and the confidence of 
the caliber of financiers necessary to make his company 
a success. "^Under Edward Creighton's seasoned guidance 
the company’s wires connected New York with BuffaloP
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in 1851.18

Edward Creighton, who each year was indicating 
more of his potential, was in April, 1851, on the verge 
of beginning an association with a banker and real estate 
dealer from Rochester, New York, which would result In 
the extension of telegraph wires from New York and 
Washington, D. 0, to San Francisco. ¿April 1 , 1851 saw 
the formation of a corporation under the title of the 
New York & Mississippi Valley Printing Telegraph Com
pany to build a telegraph line between Buffalo and St. 
Louis, Missouri. Its promoter was Samuel L* Selden, 

x who turned to his friends, the financial stalwarts of- 
Rochester, New York, for contributions^ One such 
stalwart was Hiram Sibley, who had migrated to the 
Genesee Valley of New York from his Massachusetts 
birthplace in the 1820*^, and who was proficient in 
five trades by the time he had reached his majority *
By 1838, when he arrived in Rochester to become a banker 
and real estate broker, he had already amassed the 
beginnings of a fortune. Hiram Sibley was a tough, 
persuasive and relentless entrepreneur with a single- 
minded dedication to centralized control of any business

18Ihompson, Wiring A Continent, pp. 54-55, 72,
156‘ journal of the Telegraph. Ill (June 1, 1870), p • 154*

mr mmPf
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venture in which he participated* To this end he de
manded an interest in the House patent before subscribing 
to Judge Selden's New York & Mississippi Valley Company 
and also received a seat on the company’s board of 
directors. ¡¿Between April, 1851» and^the beginning of 
1854» despite the slowness of other investors to risk 
their money with Selden and Sibley, Edward Creighton 
was able with available capital to construct the com
pany's line as far as Louisville, Kentucky.^

¿Luckily for himself, Creighton had become asso
ciated with the small beginning of what Hiram Sibley 
would make the nation's greatest telegraph companyX -In 
1853 Sibley and several other promoters secured a con
trolling interest in the House patent rights for the 
whole United States and then began an offensive against 
the multitude of competing telegraph interests. Two 
years of mergers, leasing and purchase brought into the 
Sibley camp numerous companies in the Old Northwest and 
gave the Rochester financiers control within that area 
of not only the House but also the Morse patent rights.
In the process,<Sibley brought into his business one of 
the ablest of his competitors— Jeptha H. Wade., The 
Sibley interests consolidated their position by making 
alliances with lines on the East Coast and in the Mis
sissippi Valley. In the spring of 1856, Sibley and his



associates reincorporated the companies under their con
trol and named their new concern tte<1f/e stern Union Tele
graph Company/’¿Under its banner, Edward Creighton 
would prosper .3-9 ^

While first Hiram Sibley, then Sibley and Jeptha 
Wade gathered in the disciples, Edward Creighton began 
sorting through their contributions. ^He directed the 
replacement of rundown lines with new ones, and moved 
to the flanks of the main army to seek out new addi
tions for the ranks In the latter capacity he again 
traveled South in 1856* stopping at strategic points 

x along the southern lines from Louisville to New Orleans. 
The People’s Telegraph Company whos„e line he had helped 
build almost eight years before had dissolved in I853,
Its Morse system rival, the New Orleans & Ohio had 
taken over its property* but the consolidation of the 
one-time separate Columbian and Morse lines failed to 
cure their ills • In June of 1854 an Association of 
Lessees made up of Louisville businessmen had taken 19

19Deppermann, Telegraph and Telephone Age. VII 
(Whole No. 1262, Fifty-Seventh Year), pi 153• Thompson, 
p ring_A Continent, pp. 134-35, 201-02, 264-68, 26?n, 
270-72, 275-80, 284, 287-89, 295* Journal of the Tele- 
graph. III (June 1, 1870), p. 154. Oliver W. Larkin, 
Samuel F. B. Morse and American Democratic Art (Boston 
and Toronto: Little, Brown and Company, c. 1954), pp. 173-74, 181-82«

I
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control of the consolidated systems and had rebuilt the 
entire line along the rights of way of the railroads.
The lessees found the profits worthy of one of the best 
lines in the country.

Edward Creighton had not come "‘South just to admire 
the well-built Lessees* line. He telegraphed to Hiram 
Sibley messages regarding the prices of poles and the 
best routes for competitive lines, as well as a number 
of cipher messages. Then Creighton's employer arrived 
in Louisville, and the Association of Lessees fell 
victim to “lemon-squeezer" tactics. The threat of a 
competing line backed by Western Union was too much for 
independent owners to withstand. The Lessees agreed to 
end their exclusive connection with one of Western
Union's remaining competitors, the Pittsburgh, Cincin
nati & Louisville Company, and to take up a still pro
fitable existence, subservient to the wishes of Sibley's 
company. Deprived of its Southern connection, the 
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati & Louisville Company also sur
rendered and leased its line on May 24, 1856, to Sibley's 
group.^Edward Creighton's psychological warfare had 
helped bring about the Western Union, victory .20'b 20

20Journal of the Telegraph. Ill (June 1, 1870), p. 
154. James E. Reid, The Telegraph in America and Morse 
Memorial (New York: Derby Bros ., 1879), pp. 196, 209-10. 
Carlyle N. Elise, “The First Transcontinental Telegraph” 
(unpublished Master's thesis, Department of History, 
State University of Iowa, 1937), p. 37* Thompson, 
Wiring, a Continent, pp. 137, 162, 197-98, 290-91, 291n.
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.('Since the strategy of the Western Union Company 
was one of acquisition, rather than of construction, 

‘Edward Creighton's examination of the condition of the 
company's added lines and his southern journey failed 
to utilize even a fraction of his vast e n e r g i e s S o  
in 1855 he was the contractor for the grading of streets 
In Toledo, Ohio.' When this job was completed he moved 
his men and teams to Mexico, Missouri, in the vicinity 
of which they graded a railroad roadbed.^ From here his 
forty teams were driven north to Keokuk, Iowa, to ful
fill another street grading contract, which terminatedv
in early 1856 upon the change in local administration'. 
Thus, an unprofitable Iowa contract„and a southern 
journey profitable to the corporation whose fame was

Xto be synonymous with the exploits of Edward Creighton 
preceded his crossing tie Missouri Elver to the frontier 
capital of the Nebraska Territory.21

If the name of Creighton was unfamiliar to the 
inhabitants of Omaha at the beginning of I856, by sheer 
weight of numbers its bearers soon etched it upon the 
minds of the citizens of the small community. Edward's 
brothers James and Joseph, arrived with him, or a little 
prior to his journey westward across Iowa# Both brothers

21Journal of the Telegraph. Ill (June 1, 1870), 
p. 154. Mlelson, Mid-America: An Historical Review.XXIV (January, 1942), p. 62.
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were accustomed to functioning under Edward’s direction, 
and apparently arrived in Omaha from Keokuk, Iowa.
Harry Creighton, a cousin, was the third member of the 
family to reach Omaha in 1856. His ultimate destina
tion would be California. Harry’s brother James, two 
years Edward’s junior, took up residence in Omaha on 
May 26, 1856. ’’Long Jim, 11 as his contemporaries called 
him, was like his cousin Edward a man of strength, with 
a tremendous capacity for work as well as the ability 
to make the responsible decisions of a leader. These 
characteristics were probably evident to Edward Creighton, 
who was, in the words of an educated and prominent con
temporary, “an acute judge of human,-nature•“ This ca
pacity to single out men incapable of falling him 
despite the magnitude of the task would be strongly 
attested to by the caliber of service contributed by 
James Creighton in his long association with his cousin.

The last and youngest of the Creighton family to 
arrive in Omaha was John Andrew who drove into town on 
June 10, 1856. Under Edward's authorization the twenty- 
four year old.John had traveled from near Mexico, Missouri, 
where he had been charged with desiring timber from the 
railroad bed graded under his older brother’s super
vision, to Keokuk, Iowa. At the latter point John 
was responsible for the sale of his contractor brother's
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teams. The young man sold all but three horses, traded 
one for a harness and carriage, hitched the pair remain
ing to the vehicle, and drove across the state of Iowa 
towards the young community in the young Territory of
Nebraska* John A. Creighton, who would one day win

__
through his vast charitable endeavors the title of 
Count of the Papal Court, was in 1856 harkening with 
youthful zest to each new adventure. ^Like his cousin 
James he could carry with distinction the weight of 
the onerous commissions of his brother Edward.22 His 
first position in Omaha was as clerk to_Thomas 0*Connor, 
the first recorder or register of deeds. The two men 
settled into an office in Vincent Burkley1s recently 
completed wearing apparel store. In August, 1856, John 
bought portions of at least two Omaha lots, thus becoming 
in his own right the owner of real estate. Affable and 
responsive to society, he would achieve early distinc
tion as 11 a popular merchant . * . and a king among the 
pioneers, 11 a reputation which stemmed not only from

22Savage, History of the City of Omaha, pp. -106, 
112. Mullens, Creighton, pp, 8, 13, 36. Omaha Herald. 
November 7, 1874,p . 1 . Nielson, Mid-America: An His
torical Review. XXIV (January, 1942), p. 62. Klnsler 
Scrapbook, column 1 , page 60, newspaper item beginning 
at the bottom of column 3, page 58. Morton, Illustrated 
History of Nebraska. I, p. 629. M. P, Dowling, S. J., 
Creighton University: Reminiscences of the First Twentv- Five Years (Omaha: Press of Burkley Printing Company, 
1903), pp. 155-56* Pope Leo XIII made John A. Creighton a Count of the Papal Court in January, 1895*



bonhomie but also from Integrity and courage.2^
But, In Omaha as elsewhere, the most significant 

member of the Creighton family continued to be Edward.
,/He decided that this raw, frontier community suited his 
characteristics--his knack for leadership and his

ns

attraction for the new and untested and planned to risk 
in it his working capital of |20,000 to $25,000,> For 
a few months, though, he turned his back on this chal- 
lenge, and journeyed back to the state of his.birth, and 

Mary Lucretia Wareham. ^Chis girl of twenty-two, 
whom he married on October 7, 1356, in Dayton, Ohio, 
had been born there on February 3, 1834, one of eight 
children. Her father, David A. Wareham, by trade a 
carpenter and joiner, contractor and builder, was of 
Pennsylvania Dutch antecedents. Her mother, Mary Emily

2;)Burkley, The Faded Frontier, p. 84. Mortar., 
Illustrated History of Nebraska, p. 629, says that the 
first four years of John’s residence in Omaha were 
spent farming on the Missouri River bottoms and clerking 
in the store of J . J. and R. A. Brown. Mullens,
Cretghton, p. 37, says that John upon arriving in Omaha 
in June, 1856, secured a clerical position with the 
firm of J. J. and R. A. Brown, in whose employ he 
remained until I860. Douglas County, Numerical Index 
Deeds A -31 (Omaha, Nebraska: Capitol Bindery Co.), 
pp* 83, 96. John purchased a part of Lot 4, Block 30, 
and a part of Lot 2, Block 36, both purchases by Quit 
Claim Deed, dated and recorded August 6, 1856, the 
former in Book D, page 3, the latter in Book D, page 16. 
Helen Fitzgerald Sanders and William H. Bertsche, Jr., 
eels., X. Beldler: Vigilante (Norman: University of 
Oklahoma Press, c. 1957), p. 67,
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Wareham, was born in Washington, D. C. of old Maryland- 
Catholic stock. ¿"Mary Lucretia Creighton had dark lustrous 
hair and eyes, and well-ordered, rather delicate features.)

In the spring of 1857 Edward brought to a very 
primitive city his bride, a young woman of refinementm „
and quiet dignity, who, although gracious and poised 
in society,^%?ould always find her greatest happiness 
and peace in her own home and within the circle of 
her immediate family^ Enroute from Dayton, the newly 
married couple stopped off at Pittsburgh in order that 
the husband might direct the loading of a steamer with 
lumber for Omaha--an item for which the community at - 
the edge of a great expanse of treeless plains had an 
insatiable need. Once the couple reached their destina
tion their first concern was directed toward the erection 
of a home. Mary Lucretia, like any young bride, had 
the pleasure of mentally envisioning the arrangement 
of her household as^she watched the brick walls of her 
house rise on the north side of Chicago Street between 
Seventeenth and EighteenthThis unpretentious edifice 
was to be the home of her entire married life, and one 
which would be known to the whole of an ever-growing 
city as a place of warmth and hospitality. t Two years 
after their arrival In Omaha Edward saw his wife back 
to Dayton and the care of her mother for the birth of
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their first child, a son, whom, they named Charles 
David.221'

community on the West side of the Missouri, whose 
growth and prosperity were in part false fronts for 
speculative schemes, showed itself to be a harsh, 
squalid covey of poor dwellings, suddenly devoid of 
prospects for expansion. Yet, during this year and 
subsequent ones Edward Creighton was able to loan 
money. ^With 1858 and the discovery of gold on Cherry 
Creek, in what would be the Territory of Colorado, 

x business saw a revival in Omaha.) In this year the „ 
Kountze brothers, Augustus and Herman, moved their 
place of business to the northwest corner of Farnam and 
Twelfth Streets, and in this location they experienced 
their first growth. /Edward Creighton dated his interests

2 ’Kinsler. Scrapbook, column 1 , page 53, newspaper item; column 1 , page 80, newspaper items (two), the ' 
second of which states that David V/areham "was one of 
the substantial men of early Dayton . . . and he died 
leaving a good estate." Page 50, column 3 of the Kinsler 
Scrapbook contains a small newspaper item indicating 
that David A. Wareham died in Omaha, Nebraska Territory, 
the '24th Inst." The month and year are not given, 
but it was before the admittance of Nebraska into the 
Union as the thirty-seventh state, March 1, 1867.
Omaha Herald. January 25, 1876, p. 1. ' Mullens, Creighton, 
pp. 55, 57* Nielson, Mid-America: An Historical Review. 
XXIV, p. 62. Alfred Sorenson, Early History of Omaha: 
or Walks and Talks Among the Old Settlers (Omaha:
Printed at the Office of the Dally Bee, 1876), p. 185.
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in the(lCountze banking establishments'^from this time i
In 1862 his interests extended with theirs to Colorado,
when branches were established, first in Denver, then
in Central City under the immediate direction of Luther,
the third of the four Kountze brothers. Other Creightons*
also developed interests in the Colorado gold fields/
In 1859 Edward*s brother, John Andrew, started working 
in the store of J. J. and R. A. Brown, and in 1860, 
as a partner in the venture, he and J. J. Brown freighted 
two trains,of supplies to Denver and the booming gold 
mining area. John’s cousins, James and Harry Creighton, 
were already among the gold-seeking horde, having lef.t 
Omaha on March 8, 1859s for the Cherry Creek diggings.25 

In 1857 and 1858 Edward Creighton also contributed 
his wealth of energy to community activities outside 
the realm of business."/James, John, Joseph and Edward 
Creighton all contributed money to help provide quarters 
for Omaha's first resident Catholic priest^ In addition, 
the brothers, Edward and Joseph, furnished the lumber

^Supplemental Final Account of John A. Creighton, 
Administrator., Estate of Edward Creighton, Filed Janu
ary 30, 1883, File #245, Douglas County Court House, 
Omaha, Nebraska. Under "A" of this document is listed: 
Thomas L. Sutton, Note, 1857, $214.30; I858, John Mellos, 
$84.28, P. C. Chapman, $217.82, and Jeremiah McShane, 
$24.00; 1859, A. Wilson, Note, $400, John T. Croft,
Note, $600. Morton, Illustrated History of Nebraska.
I, p. 629; II, p. 316. Omaha Herald. November 7, 1874, 
p. 1 . Mullens, Creighton, p. 37« Burkley, The Faded 
Frontier, p. 117»
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for the dwelling.^ Edward Creighton also served as a
delegate to a Democratic County convention, and joined
with his brother John and other citizens, representing
the family and business Interests of Omaha, in the
organization of a committee for the preservation of law 

\ w 
and order/ The 11 Near-Vigilance Committee11 came Into
being around March 1, 1857» Its avowed purpose was
somewhat similar to that of a Claim Club set up to
protect presurvey claims in the uncertain and lawless
period prior to the beginning of land sales in a new
territory. The Omaha organization discoursed further
in Its statement of purposes and agreements upon the,
binding obligation of parties to contracts and debts.
^Edward’s civic activities were complemented by his
cousin James1 participation in the actual administration
of the community. ’’Long Jim” had barely gotten set-"
into Omaha before its Mayor appointed him a member
the City Council, in 1857* to fill out the unexpired
term of T. G-. Goodwill.26 7

By the end of the decade of the 50*s Edward 
Creighton had rounded out his twenty years of freighting, 
contracting and telegraph building in the states east

p f,Casper, History of the Catholic Church in 
Nebraska, pp. 50, 56-58, 57n. "Joseph, John, Edward 
and a "Mr. 1 James Creighton contributed |5 each. A 
James Creighton (no "Mr.") contributed |3. Nielson, 
Mid-America: An Historical Review. XXIV (January, 1942), 
p. 65* Edward was elected on July 17» 1858 as a dele
gate to the Democratic County Convention. Burkley,
The Faded Frontier, pp. 172-176. Olson, History of 
Nebraska, p. 95, Savage, History of the City of Omaha, 
p- 112.
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of the Missouri River with the experience of sinking 
some roots into a frontier community and dedicating 
his efforts towards building the future of town and 
self. Although the fortunes of Omaha would be linked 
to those of Edward Creighton for many^years to come, the 
fortunes of the latter would continue to be those of 
a man on the move, j When he had arrived in Omaha-in 
1856, he had brought with him the hand of a man whose 
imprint vias on the development of tie vast Western 
Union Telegraph system which extended from the East 
coast to the Mississippi Valley in the West, and to 
the Gulf Coast in the South. In 1857 his Western Union 
associate, Hiram Sibley, had urged stringing the shining 
wires from St. Louis to California, but the corpora
tion's Directors had declined the opportunity to finance 
this service for the Indians, wolves and coyotes inhabi
ting much of the area between the eastern edge of the 
Nebraska Territory and the State o'f California. But 
neither Hiram Sibley nor Edward Creighton, v*ho was 
ready for a challenge such as this in his new home 
on the frontier, would be willing to forego the ulti
mate triumph. Never a man to sit quietly and await 
what might come In one year or in ten, Edward Creighton 
would seek his own challenges. By the beginning of 
the 1860's after just three and one-half years in



r Omaha, he was making his mark through banking, mercan
tile interests and freighting as far west of tte Missouri 
as Cherry Creek, the site of what would one day be the 
City of Denver, Colorado. Each crest in the frontier’s 
tide would find Edward Creighton waiting to surmount

^Thompson, Wiring A Continent. p. 297. Klise, 
"The First Transcontinental Telegraph,1' pp. 19-20. 
Deppermann, Telegraph and Telephone Age. VII (Whole 
No. 1262, Fifty-Seventh Year), pp. 153-54.



A DEVIL OF A THINKING

Edward Creighton, stated the author of a contem
porary article, entitled, "The Self-Made Men of Our 
Times," "ever aspires to lead; that has been his fore
most motive through life, . . . By adopting a fixed 
principle, he seldom errs in heart or mind. He reduces 
technicalities end intricacies to a system, and bases 
his judgment thereupon." The territory west of the 
Missouri, which Edward Creighton had reached in 1856, 
demanded the leadership of men whose experience was 
based on the reality that labor, disciplined control 
and careful preparation, not*'dreams, achieved results. 

Qiis unerring judgment relative to the men and trans
actions in which to invest he put to use almost as 
soon as he reached Omaha by acquiring, an interest in 
the Kount.se Brothers banking housed Augustus Kountse 
began banking under the earliest territorial laws' which 

(¿permitted the unrestrained issue of banknotes to circu
late as money, and -the, individual liability of the bank 
stockholders to constitute the only protection to note 
holders, let every one of his Bank of Dakota City

CHAPTER II
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notes was redeemed In Omaha, and the slur of "wildcat“ 
banker was not applicable to besmirch his integrity, 
or that of his later banking establishments. Edward 
Creighton*s selection of this caliber of man for his 
business associate or agent made it possible for him 
to participate in one or all of his personal ventures, 
or to lead still another phase of the development of 
the west with the assurance that his interests were 
being handled as though under his personal supervision.-*- 

C  So it was in 1859 that Edward Creighton returned 
to an active association with the President of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, Hiram Sibley. At the - 
latter’s behest he surveyed the territory westward 
from Fort Smith, Arkansas to California relative to 
the feasibility of the Butterfield Stage Route, or 
Southern route, becoming that of tha first transconti
nental telegraph. Such a line would make connection

^Scrapbook in the possession of Mrs. A. V. Kinsler 
of Omaha, Nebraska (Mary Lueretia Schenk Kinsler), niece 
by marriage of Edward and John A. Creighton, herein
after referred to as the "Kinsler Scrapbook." This 
article with picture, which covers moat of page 61, , 
contains the quotation. It was written during ths last 
three years of Edward Creighton’s life, since it mentions 
that he had passed the fifty-year mark, and also that 
his health had been impaired. Edward Creighton suffered 
a stroke in Dayton, Ohio, in 1871. J. Sterling Morton and Albert Watkins, Illustrated History of Nebraska 
(3 vols., Lincoln: Jacob North & Company, 1905-1906; 
Western Publishing and Engraving Company, 1913), II, pp. 4, 3l6n.
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with eastern lines at St. Louis, Missouri and would 
move westward to Los Angeles, California by way of 
Fort Smith, Arkansas, Sherman, Texas, Less ilia, Las 
Cruces and Cow Springs, Lew Mexico, Tucson and Fort 
Yuma, Arizona. Edward Creighton reported this route'm
to be too long. The same year he set forth from 
Memphis, Tennessee to ascertain the merits of a line 
going in a northwesterly direction through Colorado 
to California. This route he vetoed when no further 
than Colorado<  Hiram Sibley during the closing months 
of 1859 was determined to make the transcontinental 
telegraph a reality. Since his appeal for Western 
Union’s support had been refused by- the company’s direc
tors in 1857, both the Mormon War,, which brought Colo
nel Albert Sidney Johnston with an army to Utah in 
1857» and the Colorado 'gold rush, beginning in 1858, 
had stimulated increasing popular agitation for a 
telegraph line-and a railroad to the Pacific./'

Hiram Sibley was not sorry to find that the 
experienced Irish telegraph builder had vetoed more 
southerly routes, since the strength of the Western 
Union .monopoly was the northern half of the states 
east of the Missouri River. A centrally located line 
extending the telegraph to the Pacific would enable 
Western Union to handle its traffic to and from the
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East coast. <7By process of elimination Edward Creighton 
also had furthered the cause of a central route which 
would traverse a generous portion of the Nebraska 
Territory and by which Omaha could be firmly attached 
to the national communications system.Ç3nr'

The disavowal of the Southern route was consid
erably less encouraging to the hopes harbored by Charles 
M. Stebbins, President and principal owner of the St. 
Louis & Missouri River Telegraph Company; nor did it 
find adherents in the American Telegraph Company and 
the New Orleans & Ohio Telegraph Company» that of 
the Louisville Lessees, the two members of the North . 
American Telegraph Association who held monopolies on 
the already established southern telegraph business.

H. Deppermann, "Key‘To An Empire," Telegraph 
and Telephone Age. VII {Whole No. 1262, Fifty-Seventh 
Year) (July,1939), pp. 153-54. Henry M. Porter,
Pencilings of an Early Western Pioneer (Denver, Colorado; 
The World Press, Inc.» 1929), p. 11. "James C. Olson, 
History of Nebraska (Lineoln : University of Nebraska 
Press, 1955), p« 111« Arthur C. Wakeley, ed., Omaha:
The G-ate City and Douglas County. Nebraska: A Record 
of Settlement, Organization. Progress and Achievement 
(2 vols., Chicago; The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, 
1917), I, pp. 53-55* Carlyle N. Klise, "The First- 
Transcontinental Telegraph'1 (unpublished Master1 s thesis, 
Department of History, State University of Iowa, 1937), 
p. 37« "Edward Creighton," Journal of the Telegraph.
Ill (No, 13, Whole No. 62) (June 1, 187077
p. 154. Robert Luther Thompson, Wiring A Continent:
The History of the Telegraph Industry in the United 
States, 1832-1866 .'(Princeton. Mew Jersey: Princeton 
University Press, 1947), pp.' 290-91, 350.
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Charles M* Stebbins* telegraph building province had 
been since about 1853 the area west of St. Louis.
Early in the 1850‘s Taliaferro P. Shafiner and Isaac 
M, Veitch had fastened a line on trees, from St. Louis 
up the Missouri River to Boonevilie, Missouri andm
had acquired the services of Stebbins, then a young 
telegraph operator, as their superintendent. The 
lines pulled out of their insulators every time a 
tree swayed or branches fell, and it was impossible 
for its superintendent to provide even reasonably effi
cient service. The owners, eager to unload this unpro- 

N fitable venture, “sold out their territory covered by. 
United States patents, comprising Missouri, Kansas, 
Nebraska and Arkansas, to Charles Stebbins for a song, 
say, five or six thousand dollars." In 1858 President 
Stebbins of the St. Louis & Missouri River Telegraph 
Company, or Stebbins Telegraph Company, extended its 
line from Jefferson, Missouri to Kansas City, Missouri, 
established a new base of operations at Atkinson, Kansas, 
and began preparations for the construction of a tele
graph line from California, Missouri to Port Smith', 
Arkansas, and on west by way of the Butterfield Stage 
Route.(^as his contractor started towards Fort Smith 
in the spring of 1859, it was towards a meeting with 
“a Mr. Sweet," who was to be in charge of construction /
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from the west for a California company. The Pacific 
& Atlantic Telegraph Company pushed- their lines south
ward from San Francisco to Los Angeles,- along the 
Butterfield Route, by the end of 1859* Stebbins antici
pated that the government would subsidize the first 
transcontinental telegraph line, and that it would 
favor the southern route, particularly if the line 
along that route was in the process of completion.

Meanwhile, he had a simple and effective plan 
of action to finance the erection of his company's 
linesy> First, he made arrangements with the railroads. 
Secondly, he sent his agents from town to town along - 
the projected line to acquire from,each a community 
subscription, his workable inducement being that it 
was an honor to be able to contribute towards this 
marvelous service. Individuals and businesses con
tributing towards the designated subscription were to 
make half the. amount available to the company when the 
poles were in place, and pay the other half when the 
line was servicing their community* The company issued 
scrip to each donor, which could be used in payment 
for telegraph messages * Under normal conditions this 
system of financing covered not only the construction 
of the line, but its maintenance to the point where it
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began to show a profit and the scrip was nearly used
up.3

The California legislature in April, 1859 gave 
added impetus to Edward Creighton’s and Hiram Sibley's 
desire to see Western Union in the field as soon as 
possible stringing wires from its westernmost point,
St. Louis, along a central route towards a meeting 
with a California company. The legislature of the 
westernmost state of the nation had passed an act 
pledging a subsidy of §6,000 a year for ten years to 
the telegraph company first to connect with an eastern 
line . Two companies immediately entered the field, 
the one aiming towards making its connection along the 
southern r o u t e H i r a m  Sibley prepared for a journey 
to Washington, D. C. and the exercise of the whole of 
his persuasive talents in urging the Thirty-Sixth Con
gress to enact a bill in subsidization of a transconti
nental telegraph line7} In preparation for his trek 
to the nation’s capital he called a special meeting of

3Porter, PenclllnKs of an Early Western Pioneer, 
pp. 10-12. The quotation is from page 10. Henry M. 
Porter was foreman of construction for the St. Louis & 
Missouri River Telegraph Company. P. Raymond Nielson, 
"Edward Creighton and the Pacific Telegraph," Mid- 
America ; An Historical Review. XXIV (January, 1942), 
pp. 65-66. kiise, "The First Transcontinental Tele
graph, 11 p. 58. Thompson, Wiring A Continent, p. 368. 
Mr. Sweet was probably E. D. L. Sweet, a faithful aide 
to the interests of Judge John Dean Caton.



the North American TeleGraph Association for December 
29» 1359 in order to achieve a compromise agreement of 
the individual members1 preferences as to the most 
advantageous route. This Association,- organized Octo
ber 20, 1858, was the outcome of a contract ratifiedm
in August of 1857 by the six major telegraph monopolies 
in the United States. Under the Six Party Contract 
the member concerns were to pay for the patent rights 
to the Hughes instrument in conjunction with the 
American Telegraph Company * A portion, of the United 
States was then allocated to the exclusive sovereignty 
of each of the six signatories. Finally, the six—  -
American Telegraph Company, New York, Albany & Buffalo 
Company, Atlantic & Ohio Company, Western Union Tele
graph Company, New Orleans & Ohio Company and Illinois 
& Mississippi Company— agreed to the exclusive exchange 
of business among their numbers, except for existing 
contracts. No - changes could be made in the Six Party 
Contract without the agreement of all, and representatives 
of the six parties were to convene annually, or as 
often as necessary. During the special meeting of 
December 29th Hiram Sibley managed to divert disunion 
over transcontinental routes, southern versus central, 
into the hands of a six-man committee, admonished to 
work out- a compromise satisfactory to all« Hiram
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Sibley of Western Union and Judge John D. Cat on, whose 
lines ran from Chicago west, were two of the six 
committee members. Western Union’s President per
suaded Judge Caton that his able support in Washington 
for the central route was an act of s§lf-interest, 
because his company’s interests were those of the 
western-central portion of the United States. Not 
only Judge Caton, but a full complement of North Ameri
can Telegraph Association representatives made the 
nation’s capital an extended visit during the first 
half of I860 to see that their associate from Western

X

Union pulled no private chestnuts from the fire.4
niram Sioley in lobbying for the passage of a 

bill to subsidize a transcontinental telegraph extol
led the government on its subsidization of the Over
land Stage, which reached the Pacific coast with mail 
every eighteen to twenty days, and of the thirty-day 
government mail run-via the Isthmus of Panama in keeping 
faith with the half-million Americans who had migrated 
to California since 1849• Now the government had a 
patriotic obligation to see that the State of California * 24

4fhompson, Wiring A Continent, pp. 314-16, 323-
24, 349-50. Deppermann, Telegraph and Telephone Age,
VII (Whole No. 1262, Fifty-Seventh Year), p• 154.
Alvin F . Harlow, Old Wires and New haves (New York and 
London: D . Appleton-Century Company Incorporated, 1936),
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had the benefits of the telegraph commensurate with those 
available to her sister states east of the Missouri. The 
first session of the Thirty-Sixth Congress was afforded 
the opportunity to debate a number of transcontinental
telegraph bills, but Senator William M. Gwin of Call----------- - ---- —  -  ~  '

fornia introduced that which, after being virtually re
written and undergoing many subsequent modifications 
'became law on June 16, i860. The Pacific Telegraph 
Act, or more formally, "An Act to Facilitate. Communica
tion Between the Atlantic and Pacific States by Electric 
Telegraph," granted a subsidy of ¿40,000 a year for 
ten years, such unoccupied public lands of the United 
States as £werej necessary for the right of way" and 
a quarter section of land every fifteen miles for re
pair stations. The subsidy was for a line or lines of 
magnetic telegraph, whiuh must be in operation not 
later than July 31, 1862. The line or lines were to 
extend from some point or points on the west line of the - 
State of Missouri, "or by any route or routes which the 
said contractors may select," to San Francisco, Cali
fornia. {'The Pacific Telegraph Act required that sealed 
bids be submitted to the Secretary of the Treasury of 
the United States, the contract to be awarded to the 
lowest responsible bidder^ The contract would not be 
in effect until the line was in actual operation, nor • 
was this to be construed as an exclusive right to construct
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a telegraph to the Pacific* Finally, the maximum rate 
for a message of ten words was not to exceed ¿3.00.5 

Two months after Congress passed the Pacific 
Telegraph Act the North American Telegraph Association 
held its third annual meeting. It shelved the transcon-

m
tinental telegraph act as undesirable with its terms of 
a |40,000 a year subsidy and a $3 maximum on a ten- 
word message.(fHiram Sibley, although he did not divulge 
his plans to the other members of the organization, 
decided Western Union would take on the project alone.>
Isaac R. Elwood, the Secretary of Western Union, merely
\
presented a resolution, which Sibley advised was to * 
permit an Association member to put „In a bid, if neces
sary, to bar action by an outside company. The resolu
tion passed without question. The meeting had barely 
adjourned when Sibley had* a bid entered with the Secre
tary of the Treasury in his own name at the maximvv- 
amount allowed by Congress— $40,000. This bid was the 
highest and the lowest, three other bidders having 
withdrawn from the contest when the time came for giving 
bonds Howell Cobb, Secretary of the Treasury, communi
cated official acceptance of; Sibley's bid for the

^Deppermann, Telegraph and Telephone _Age. VII 
(Whole No. 1262, Fifty-Seventh Year )V~p7 1 5 4 . Thompson, 
Wlrinry A Continent, pp. 351-55; Appendix, pp, 515-1?.
U. S., Congressional Globe. 36th Cong., 1st Sess., 
Appendix, p. 481. Klise, "The First Transcontinental 
Telegraph,1 Appendix, pp. 104-105.
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construction of the telegraph line to the Pacific on 
September 20, i8 6 0.6,/*

In preparation for the big push to California one 
additional company had to be brought into the Western 
Union family, and a central, route had to be surveyed 
relative to its utility for Western Union's purposes«
On April 17, I860, Isaac Elwood,- Anson Stager and 
Jeptha H. Wade, among others, had incorporated the 
Missouri & Western Telegraph Company in St. Louis,
Missouri. The officers of the new company included 
Charles M , Stebbins, president, Edward Creighton, gen
eral agent, and. Robert C. Clowry, secretary and superin
tendent« In May, i860, the St. Louis & Missouri River 
Telegraph Company had retained as its president, Charles 
M • Stebbins, but its other officers and directors had 
become identical with those of the Missouri & Western 
Telegraph Company, and on August 1st the latter com
pany had leased the Stebbins company. Charles M.
Stebbins in his reminiscences asserted that by promises 
and threats Jeptha H. Wade induced him to sell a major
ity of his stock to Western Union men for 112,000, a 
sum which Stebbins regarded as very unsatisfactory. During

™  , tr.Thompson, Wiring A Continent, op. 356-58. Harlow,Old Wires, and Hew Waves, p. 311.



this psrio^fwhile Western Union was extending its 
control over the gap between St. Louis northward to! 
a more centrally located point on the Missouri, Edward 
Creighton, as general agent of the Missouri & Western 
Company, was continuing to use Charles Stebbins' sub
sidy system to extend the line. On two occasions in 
the latter part of March, I860, he was in Nebraska 
City making a "very liberal offer, and one which the 
editor of the Peoples Press hoped would be accepted 
by our citizens." The company asked #6,000 of Nebraska 
City, one-half to be paid when the poles were raised,, 
the other half to be paid when the line was servicing 
the community. It would issue scrip to the subscribers 
in the amount of their subscription, redeemable at any 
ox tne company's offices in payment for sending messages 
over the line. Agent Creighton offered the citizens 
of Nebraska the opportunity to contribute, not only to 
their territory's connection with the states to the east, 
and to the progress of settlement, but also to the 
coffers of his Company. (Augustus and Herman Kountze ' 
helped raise and collect a #5,000 subscription from 
Cmahans, and in return the Missouri & Western Telegraph 
Company contracted with Augustus Kountze for the poles 
to be utilized on the line from Omaha to Fort KearneyX 
As to the scrip, brokers traded In it just as they

47



48

did. in land warrants. The Missouri & Western Company 
during the summer of i860 stretched a line from Kansas 
City, Missouri to St. Joseph, then on up the Missouri 
River through Brownville and Nebraska City to Omaha, 
at- which point the line turned westward towards Port'm
Kearney.7

(Edward Creighton's home had its wire connection 
to the east on September 10, i860,^and could relay„the 
news of Abraham Lincoln's election as far west as Port 
Kearney through the wire stretched over what was 
variously known as the Government Road, the Mail Route,

X-
the Great Emigrant Highway and the Pony Express Route.« 
Edward Creighton would decide upon the completion of

^liaison, Mid-America: An Historical Review, MXIV 
(January, 1942), pp. 65-66. Klise, "The First Trans
continental Telegraph," pp. 37-38* James D. Reid, The 
Telegraph in-America and Morse Memorial (New York:
John Polhemus, 1606),.p. 619. Porter, Pencilinr.s of an
Early Western Pioneer, pp. 11-13* Charles M. Stebbins, 
New and True Religion and Autobiography (3d ed., New 
York, 1893), pp. 367-68, 372, 374. Stebbins completed 
the line, but with Western Union partners, to Port 
Smith,-Arkansas early in 1861, only to have it fall 
into rebel hands. In the new Missouri 1 Western Tele
graph Company Stebbins and Western Union were to be 
equal partners on a line from Brownsville, Nebraska to- 
Julesburg, Colorado, , should the central route be the 
one for the first transcontinental telegraph. The notes 
from Charles Stebbins 1 book were taken by the late Dr.
P. Raymond Nielson and are in the possession of the 
History Department of Creighton University, Omaha, 
Nebraska. Peonies Press (Nebraska City), March 27,
April 27 and May 4, i860, p. 3* The quotation is from 
the March 27th issue.
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his survey of the remainder of the central route from 
Fort Kearney to California whether ¡Nebraska's capital 
could become a significant eastern point,on the first 
transcontinental telegraph line.8
■ ^ G-eneral Agent Creighton climaxed the busy summer 

and early fall of i860 with his departure from Omaha 
by stagecoach on November 18th. Once past Fort Kearney 
his'work began. He examined the terrain westward to 
what would become Julesburg, Colorado, and from here 
he continued by stage to Laramie, South Pass and Fort 
Bridger. <7)n Saturday, December 15th, the Deseret Hews

X
of Salt Lake City reported that the least mail stage 
from the east deposited Edward Creighton, agent for 
the Missouri & Western Telegraph Company, in the city./
On the following Monday the Deseret ¡News commented 
that "in the afternoon Mr. ’Creighton, the telegraph 
agent, had an interview with President Brigham Young."
Three days later Edward Creighton again called on the 
spiritual and temporal leader of the Mormon people, 
for Young's support of the extension of the telegraph 
through Mormon-lands would mean the support of his 
people for the project./. President Young welcomed both 
the man from Nebraska and the excitement of a new 
challenge"} The two men had a number of characteristics 
in common. Both had, through labor and leadership

^Journal of the Telegraph. Ill (June 1, 1370), p. 154. 
Denperaann, Telegraph and Telephone Age, VIZ (July,
1959), p. 154.
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ability, moved quite a distance from the days of their 
youth on bare subsistence farms a;..i arge families.
As regards,education Brigham Young had once tola his 
congregation that his formal schooling had been of 
eleven and one-half days’ duration. Yet both men would

m

die millionaires. Although they would have possibly 
three opportunities during the next ten years for per
sonal meetings and the discussion of business ventures 
of mutual interest, Brigham Young.would continue to 
be linked to the fortunes of Edward Creighton after the 
latter had gone to his grave. At one point during
X
their years of mutual concern for the erection of the. 
first transcontinental telegraph and the construction 
of the first transcontinental railroad Edward Creighton 
loaned the "king, prophet and priest" of the Mormon 
people 100,000 on which*the Mormon would long pay ten 
percent interest. The head of the Mormon church was 
unsalaried, his people providing, him with food, 
clothing and a home in which to live. The society 
over which he. ruled was communistic, not in the leveling 
sense that no.man could have more than his neighbor, 
but in the sense that each was responsible for contri
buting towards the needs of the* wholr’ through a system 
of tithes. Although Brigham Young gathered his own 
wealth by personally dealing in cattle and agriculture
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and working the lumber concessions which he gave him
self In some of Utah's canyons, his people also grew 
prosperous and learned to conserve their prosperity 
as the result of his organizational ability. Since 
President Young's most difficult job was to maintain 
in each individual of his community the desire to help 
the whole; since the community's religious beliefs and 
mores demanded that it be self-sufficient and that 
moderation guide the consumption of any Mormon products, 
particularly money, the chief of the Mormons had to 
handle his personal dealings with discretion. Period!-

X

cal payments of a loan were less ostentatious than a . 
large outlay at one t i m e , W h e n  Edward Creighton 
left the Mormon capital for the most challenging of 
his surveying adventures, he had begun already the 
most intriguing personal association of his life—  
that with Brigham Young. ‘‘J

^Deseret Hews (Salt Lake City), December 15, 17 
and 20, i860. Typewritten copies of pertinent items 
sent the author by the office of the Church Historian, 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 1*1. R. Werner, Brigham Young (New York: 
Hareourt, Brace and Company, 192^1, np. 3-4, 419-20. 
William Alexander Linn, The Story of /the Mormons From 
the Date of Their Origin to the Year 1901 (New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1902), pp. 132, 576. Nielson, 
Mid-America; An Historical Review, XXIV (January,
1942)’, p. 67. Warrant & Inventory, Estate of Edward 
Creighton, Filed June 16, 1875, File #245, County 
Court House, Omaha, Nebraska, p. 3 under the heading 
"Inventory of Notes and Securities &c. belonging 
to the Estate of E. Creighton." Under Schedule A



Y^hen Edward Creighton arrived in Salt Lake City, 
ueptha H. Viade had been in California a. month striving 
to get the four companies, each grasping greedily for 
the contract to construct the western, portion of the 
transcontinental line, to consolidate. ) Creighton and 
liade worked well together, each possessing traits and 
backgrounds common to the other, and each acknowledging 
the innate ability of the other for inspiring confidence 
in men to the point where they automatically looked to 
Edward Creighton or Jeptha Viade for leadership•/ Jeptha
viade like Edward Creighton had spent his youth and
%
young manhood toiling with his hands, But, in addition, 
to working in brickyards and learning the. carpentry 
trade, he possessed an artistic ability sufficient to 
enable him to drift up and down the Ohio and Mississippi 
taking commissions for portraits for several year: 
during the 1340's before he, like Creighton, became 
attracted to telegraph building. It was even a

of the Edward Creighton Estate file document entitled, 
"Receipts and Disbursements from the Death of E.
Creighton to the Time of Making Inventory of Estate/' 
which vías filed June 9, 1877, two <j}3,000 interest 
payments were noted as received in 1875> one on June 
30th, the other on September 28th. And in 1876 Brigham 
Young paid $3»000 interest on March 31st and 82,500 
interest on June 15th. P . A. Mullens, S. J., Creighton: 
Biographical Sketches of Edward Creighton, John A. 
Creighton, Mary Lucretla Creighton, Sarah ■ Emily Creighton 
(Creighton University; Omaha, Nebraska, 1901), p . 14.
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i contemporary in age, although one who enjoyed, much 
less robust health, that awaited the surveyor of the 

* first transcontinental telegraph line in San Francisco. 
 ̂Edward Creighton started towards this meeting 

-in mid-winter leaving Salt Lake City on muleback; and
with the patronage and assistance of the Pony Express 
to aid him in reaching, first Carson City, Nevada,

physical endurance test of his life.^He rode the 600 
miles through the valley of the Humboldt to Carson
City in twelve days. 1 It was an exhausted man, blinded 
'by the glare of the sun on sand, who hunched over th-e 
neck of his mule like a dead man*as the animal carried 
him into Carson City. His face was already a raw, 
fiery mask, its flesh bearing the scars from the wind’s 
blasts of sand and alkali, and he still had the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains to cross. But after a few days’ rest 
he pushed over the mountains to Sacramento and thence 
to San Francisco to let Jeptha Wade know that this, 
the shortest route from Omaha, Nebraska Territory, to 
the Sacramento Valley, was the lino by which California 
and Salt Lake City would be united to a nation on the 
verge of war* Edward Creighton's first forty years had 
prepared him for this ordeal * Having spent most of 
them pitting his endurance against the elements, he

then Sacramento, California.-) It was to be the greatest
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was tough, inured to the driving wind, the glare of
the sun, and the goals, he set he unfailingly reached*40

The man from Omaha had set the line for action.
The California companies agreed to merge, On March
2 7, 1861 Edward Creighton and Jeptha .fade had left*
California for New York by way of Panama,. On April 
6th the California State Telegraph Company formally 
incorporated. Its stockholders organized the Overland 
Telegraph Company to handle the construction of the 
Pacific Telegraph east to Salt Lake City*' On April 
12th the man who had chosen the line for the Pacific

X
Telegraph and J. H. ’.fade reached New York, and by May 
23rd Edward Creighton was in Omaha with the contract • 10

10The Church Historian of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah, 
stated in a letter to the author, dated June 26, 1961, 
that he had been unable to find any reference in the 
church files to the $100,000 loan to Brigham Young.
Dr. P. Raymond Nielson in a footnote to his article 
in Mid-America, XXIV (January, 1942) refers to- an 
article entitled, "My Kingdom for a Horse," in the 
Montana Farmer of August 15, 1957 by Harry Stevens, 
in which Stevens contended Edward Creighton made the 
loan in December, i860, his authority being William 
Paxton, Sr. of Omaha, and a friend, particularly of 
John A. Creighton*s. Dr._ Nielson doubted Edward 
Creighton s financial ability to maico such, a loan at 
this time. Salt Lake Herald. November 11, 1874. Type
written copy of article sent the author by the Office 
of the Church Historian of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints. Thompson, Wirln;, A Continent. pp„. 
113-15, 3 4 5-4 7, 360, 409-10. Jenthu II. Wade would 
become President of ’Western Union in 1865, and eventual
ly a bar. zer in Cleveland. Kinsler Scrapbook, page 60, 
column 2, newspaper item beginning at the bottom of



to build the transcontinental line from Julesburg, 
Colorado to Salt Lake City, Utah.• While crossing the 
Isthmus on his homeward journey Edward Creighton had 
had to meet still another challenge— eating cooked 
monkey, a delicacy of the region.!! *

While Edward Creighton had- been making the head
lines away from Omaha, the Seventh Session of the Nebra
ska Territorial Legislative Assembly had passed on 
January 11, 1861 "An Act to Incorporate the Pacific 
'Telegraph Company." Its fifteen incorporators included 
Hiram Sibley, Jeptha K. Wade, Edward Creighton and 
Charles M. Stebbins. Section 4 of the act denominated 
the incorporators as the first Board" of Directors of 
the corporation, to "continue in office until the 
company shall have constructed or procured and put in 
operation a telegraph line from the Atlantic states to

page 58, column 3- Mullens, Creighton, pp. 15-16. 
Klise, The First'Transcontinental Telegraph," o. 39* 
Journal of_ the Telegraph. Ill (June 1, 1870),.p* 154.

!!lielson, Mid-America; An Historical Review.
XXIV (January, ,1942), p. 68. Thompson, Wiring A Conti- 
nent, p. 360. Journal of the Telemranh.~III (June l, 
1870), p » lb4. Charles H. Brown, .I-iy Experiences on 
the Plains in 1861 in Assisting in the Construction of 
the First Telegraph Line Across the Continent," herein
after referred to as "Brown's Journal," (new York City, 
Western Union Telegraph Company Library, 17091-621. 
38209B), p. 2.



San Francisco," the goal set forth by the Congress of 
the United States, The capital stock of the company 
was set at $1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 to be divided into shares of 
$100 each. The directors had the authority to issue 
stock certificates to individuals and corporations who

•Hi

paid ten percent of the par value of the share, and 
they could exempt from liability to further assessments 
any stock upon which, ten percent had been paid, when 
they agreed that"money, services or other advantages 
received" were "an equivalent for such liability,"
In addition, the stockholder-directors, of the company 
were authorised to further the interests of the Pacific 
Telegraph Company by purchasing, leasing or merging 
with other companies. The Board of Directors of the 
Pacific Telegraph Company elected Jeptha H, Wade, Presi
dent and Hiram Sibley, Vice President. Edward Creighton 
took 1 ,0 0 0 shares, or one-tenth of the company’s stock, 
which represented an Investment of „1 0 ,0 0 0. What his 
investment would net him was a thing of the future; 
the thing of the moment was the preparation for a vast 
movement of men, wagons, poles and wire. The excitement 
of mastering a great task was the fuel on-which Edward
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Orel Gilt on thrived.. 12
f With W . 3-. Hibbard, Charles Stebblns1 construct ion 

chief, capably■pushing the easternmost section of the 
transcontinental telegraph line up the Missouri from 
Brownsville to Omaha and then on its way westward toSt
Julesburg, Edward Creighton had the pleasant task of 
building a great task force and sending it forth to the 
point where under his direction the continent-scanning 
wire would begin to move another enormous step forward.

builder Creighton had hired twenty-a even..year old Charles
H, Brown at ¿50 per month to serve as bookkeeper', pay- 
clerk, secretary and man of all tasks during the con
struction of the-Pacific Telegraph line.: Charles Browna»
had followed two brothers west to Omaha from his birth- 
place in Stephen!own, New York, after graduating in

I2Territory of Nebraska, Omaha City, M. T., Laws, 
Joint...Resolutions and Memorials Passed at the Seventh 
Session of. the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
et—Nebraska Together with the Constitution of the United 
States and the Organic Law (Nebraska City News: Printed 
by Thomas Morton, 1861), Session begun December 5,
I8 6 0, pp. 211-215'. Thompson, Wiring A Continent, pp.
360-61, Bar 1 ow, Old Wires and New ]<b.ves, p. 311,
The three men who bid on the first transcontinental 
telegraph and failed to give bonds, Benjamin F. Ficklin, 
Theodore Adams and John H* Harmon, we-'C also among the 
fifteen Pacific Telegraph Company incorporators* 
Deppermann, Telerr.aoh and Telephone Ame, VII (July,
1939), 0 . 167* Nielson, Mid-Americai An Historical 
Review, JICIV (Janus.ry , 1942), p . 6 8 . Mullens, Creighton,
p. 2 2 .
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about 1857 from Williams College.^) His two brothers, 
James J. and R. A. Brown, had gone into the mercantile 
business in Omaha, and in 1860 when John A, Creighton 
in partnership with the Browns had set out for Denver 
.with a train load of goods for the mining district," 
Charles Brown served as "bull driver for his board." 
Following this, the third of the Brown brothers to 
reach Omaha, had read law during, the winter of 1860-61 
in the office of Omaha attorney, J. II. Wool worth. Mow 
with summer and a new job Charles Brown was anticipating 
the most exciting and momentous months of his frontier 
career. To w orle for Ed Creighton he soon found out - 
was to try and keep up with a dynamo of energy. 1 3

First, Edward Creighton had to get his. supplies 
assembled. Having ready access to the telegraph wires 
from Omaha east, he "used the wire freely" to contact 
his associates in Cleveland and further east, and his 
requests received prompt attention* He put Charles 
Brown to work meeting the. supply boats at the Missouri 
River landing, checking the cargoes, and seeing that 
the material .was deposited at a sup-viy depot, A vast 
amount of bulky freight arrived In Omaha for the Pacific

1-Porter, Penclllnrs of an Early Western Pioneer, 
pp. 12-13 . Hie Is on, Ml.d-Amerl caT An~ His tori oal Review. 
XXIV (J.nunry, 1942), p. 68. Brown'a Journal, op. 6,
3, 14, 3 5 . R. A. Brown was undoubtedly Randall*to whom 
Charles wrote as he. progressed along the actual line 
of construction.
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Telegraph line. There were large colic of wire on 
rudely constructed reels, hogs he a-us a net casks containing 
the bulky, wooden insulators and thick glass bottles 
filled with chemicals for the batteries. Boxes covered 
instruments and appurtenances for use in the telegraph 
offices, and kegs held nails for fastening the insula
tors to the poles. In the realm of miscellany were 
a variety of shovels, pick axes, axes for chopping and 
iron bars.

With, his supplies filling up the company's depot 
in Omaha Edward Creighton began selecting the captains, 
hr wagon masters, for various sections of the project's 
ninety-eight wagon train. And each,-day he added to 
his construction crews, wagon drivers, preferably men 
experienced in swinging an ax, and laborers to dig 
holes and plant poles. As the crews shaped up he had 
to make sure that the oxen and mules to draw the wagons 
were in peak condition and that each wagon was in good
repair ,14-

’kith men, supplies, animals and wagons awaiting 
the moment, the loading and weighing of wagons for 
seven trains began. Wagon master Mathew J. Ragan was

l^:rown's Journal, pp. 3-6. Kebrnoka Republican 
(Omaha), Hay 22, 1861, p. 3*
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the first to roll his five mule-drawn vehicles out 
onto the plains and towards the mountains. Ragan had 
the contract to deliver "as many poles as he could at 
Julesburg, the point at which Creighton commenced his 
work of construction." Mathew Hagan and his men would 
have to haul the first poles for Edward Creighton's 
line from Cottonwood Springs, 10 0 miles east, of Jules- 
burg, and skinny, unsightly poles they were. As Mathew 
Ragan drove out of Omaha, James Creighton, Edward's 
cousin, was closely supervising the loading of the 
train he was to captain. "Long Jim" was a man who 
handled his own business, and his business was the 
largest of Edward's trains* one of thirty-six wagons 
including two loaded with provisions ana camp equipment. 
Of the five trains following Ragan's and "Long Jim's" 
Aaron Hoe Is commanded the ’second largest— twenty 
Wagons— and Joseph Creighton, Edward's brother, had 
charge of a ten-wagon train increased by three wagons 
at Scotts Bluff, which John Creighton sent down from 
Denver under the guidance of Robert late. John and 
David Hazard had in tow a fifteen-wagon train, and their 
crew along with that of V» B. Hibbard were to constitute 
the main construction force for the Pacific Telegraph.
Of the remaining eight wagons heading towards Julesburg, 
James Dimmocks bossed five, and George Guy had charge
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of three.-5

The boss of the whole outfit was the last to 
leave Omaha and the first to arrive In Julesburg. On 
June 17, 1 8 6 1, Edward Creighton started out to direct 
another great task in his "strong but light concord 
buggy" behind his favorite span of mules, "Mary and 
Jane," who like their master had a tremendous amount 
of endurance. He had with him James Brown, Charles' 
brother, who was taking advantage of a fine ride as 
' far as Julesburg, his destination being Denver. On 
the morning of June 25th the two men overtook Charles, 
whom Edward had sent ahead on the stagecoach, and it , 
was three "jolly good fellows" who reached Julesburg 
at 3:00 P»M. that afternoon. Pour days later Mathew 
Ragan's teams pulled in with 399 cedar poles which 
would cover sixteen miles., of the telegraph line.2-6

/„On July 2 , 1861, Edward Creighton dug the first 
pole hole for the Pacific Telegraph Company's portion 
of the first transcontinental telegraph line. He saw 
to it that his young secretary had a hand in making 
history by offering him the shovel and the opportunity * 16

13Brown’s Journal, pp. 4-7, 41, 51, 102. The 
weight of freight in the individual, wagons, varied from 
the lightest, 4,200 pounds, to 7,SCO rounds.

1 6 Ibid., pp. 13, 15, 30, 3 8, 45.



62

to lift a few loads of dirt from the hole?. The two 
men then planted the first pole adjacent to the com
pany 1s office in Julesburg, Colorado, which was in the 
stage station and one of the six buildings in the town. 
Julesburg, 400 miles west of Omaha and 200 miles west 
of Fort. Kearney, was on the south side of the South 
Platte River, and in 1861 was the point where the over
land stages going to California left the Denver route 
to head towards Fort Laramie, South Pass, Salt Lake, 
Virginia City, Sacramento and ultimately to San Francisco* 
3y the end of the following day, Wednesday, July 3rd, 
poles had been planted from Julesburg to six miles 
north of the South Fork of the Platte and wire was 
stretched along four of these six miles. After settling 
a young telegraph operator into the Julesburg office 
Edward Creighton and Charles Brown climbed into the 
concord buggy, and "Mary" and "Jane" started across 
the river. The buggy’s occupants got their "feet well 
wetted," but otherwise arrived in good shape at the 
Hazard brothers' camp on Pole Creek, four miles north 
of Julesburg. . With the line completed to Julesburg 
W. B. Hibbard was also in the camp to direct the line’s 
erection along with the Hazards. As the concord buggy 
drew into the camp, the men greeted its driver by 
calling him "Ed1 -— the close, friendly name all respectfully
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called M m  by and which he liked." To-Charles Brown, 
who was particularly pleased at being able to address 
his employer in this informal manner, "Ed Creighton 
was jolly and apparently having a good time, but 
-'like the Paddy's owl he keeps up a^devil of a thinking* 
on the great task before him. Ed has.a great head and 
there is a great deal in it; and what is more, he knows 
how to use all there is therein. "2-7

On the Fourth of July Edward Creighton, "an old, 
experienced telegraph line constructor," gave the men 
in Hazard's camp some sound practical advice about how 
to handle the task before them. On the following day 
he climbed back into the concord buggy and with Charles 
Brown headed towards Mud Springs, about sixty-four miles 
from Julesburg. "Mary" and "Jane" were. in "superb condi
tion" and evidenced considerable distaste for traveling 
at a moderate gait. As they traveled up the Pole Creek. 
Valley Edward Creighton strongly urged his young assis
tant "to subscribe for §1 0 ,0 0 0 worth of the telegraph 
company’s stock," and offered to take care of the pay
ments for him. "He was confident of the investment 
being a very good one." Since Charles Brown had no 1

1 7Ibid.. pp. 41, 46, 50-5 2 .



money and didn't want a debt of this size plaguing
him, he declined his employer’s "kind generous offer*"
Edward Creighton was a man who would never tire of
subscribing to the causes of young men, who served
him with the best, that was in them. He wanted to seem
the development of the west, and he worked on the 
theory that with his means to give them a start able 
and willing workers could go faster and encompass 
more projects in furthering its development. G-ood 
fortune to Edward Creighton contained in it the obliga
tion to see that it was passed along* Although Charles 
'Brown refused this offer he was most enthusiastic about 
accepting free rides on the stagecoaches, now "running 
daily and with considerable regularity to the. west," 
which his employer arranged for him. Ed Creighton 
left Charles at Mud Springs to give aid where it was 
most needed and knew the young man would welcome a 
lift now and then.-1-®

At this juncture Edward Creighton started on his 
course of being everywhere at once. He searched for 
poles with one crew, then another, and then jumped 'into 
his buggy to hurry back east to Julesburg or southeast 
to Denver to find out what was delaying additional
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supplies and teams. By July 10, 1661, he had the 
majority of his men "settling down into good hard 
work." Ed Creighton had set their daily minimum at 
"eight miles of constructed line." After allowing 
for the days they could not work this averaged out atHI
"ten to twelve miles of the line" for each working day. 
with the requirements set,, a line of almost continuous 
activity stretched■from Julesburg on the sixty-four 
mile line to the north and west to Hud Springs Station, 
and beyond, twenty-five more miles, to Chimney Rock•
The Hazards' men were working around Chimney Rock.\
W. B. Hibbard was urging his construction squad up , 
the Pole Creek: Valley, which .extended from Julesburg 
'for thirty-three miles to the north and west. Mathew 
Ragan's teams were still hauling poles from Cottonwood 
Springs and distributing them along the Pole Creek 
Valley. Guy and Dimmocks and their men were acquiring 
what poles they'could from the bluffs and canyons along 
Pumpkin Creek, about eight miles southwest of Hud 
Springs Station. John A. Creighton was on his way 
from Denver with a small train to join the builders.
The lack of poles was the builder's constant problem, 
and "Long Jim" Creighton and John McCreary pressed 
westward towards Laramie Peak in search of an area 
of supply .J On July 15, 1 8 6 1, "Long; Jim" located an.
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area, abundantly wooded, at the base of the Laramie 
Peak, about 100 "miles west of what is now Laramie, 
b'yoming. 'The contents of the area were of easy 
access, and Edward Creighton's most pressing supply 
problem had been eradicated. James Creighton's drivers 
and crew knew from the time they signed on with his 
train that they had a tough master. When they began 
felling trees and shaving poles at the base of Laramie 
Peak, they could deservedly name "their work area 
"Camp Industry." "Long Jim's" men took pride in their 
association with this productive section of the Pacific 
iele,graph builders. Their boss joined them in their . 
diversions at the end of a long day,- and commanded 
their respect by being up and busy before his men, who 
were well on their way by sunrise, and by extending 
his workday often far into the night. And when he 
got back to camp and had eaten supper he was ready for 
a game of cards with John McCreary ana some of the other 
men. Although his cousin Edward was "a steam engine 
of energy" and "had wonderful powers of endurance," he 
knew "long Jim's" men worked as thou;b he were personally 
supervising them, and he could concentrate on being 
everywhere else at once.d9 19

1 9 Ibid., pp. 5 2 , 6 2-6 3 , 6?- 6 8, 7 7-7 9 .
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The one segment of the Pacific Telegraph builders 
which was removed from the activity was the train Joe 
Creighton captained. It was common knowledge that it 
spent ’’most of its time in Camp" somewhere east of 
Julesburg. Edward Creighton had throughout his life 
a compelling sense of obligation for the welfare of his 
whole family, and his brother Joe was by his very nature 
the most consistent recipient of Edward's devotion to 
duty. At the beginning of August Edward gave the com
mand of Joe's train into the hands of Charles Brown, 
for there was no point in having a crew of men on the 

xpayroll who were not only doing no work, but were 
growing restive without something to give them direction. 
Young Charles wasn't eager to take command of the 
train which his employer's brother started out leading, 
but Joseph Creighton made no objections. Charles Brown 
found himself liking Joe and he was able to get the 
train's men working with the same competitive zest of 
all the other crews on the project.^ In Brown's estima
tion Joe Creighton "was never born to build telegraph 
lines on the-prairies." In fact, "he was absolutely 
and largely unqualified to give any results whatever.
He was lazy mentally and physically and so destitute 
of energy that he neither did nor could do anything."^ 
Edward Creighton, a man of enormous vigor of mind and

UIUPSWi  m u m p
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body, had a brother who, according -to Brown, was "a 
human sloth." 'let he was so goodheartod, that everybody 
liked him.20

with the Pacific Telegraph crews all producing 
at top capacity by the evening of August 5th, the linem
was completed "to three miles west of Fort Laramie." 
During the afternoon of the same day a group of 
Cheyenne Indians, camped along the Overland Emigrant 
Road were electrically shocked into declaring Edward 
Creighton "'a big-medicine man,1" and into moving their 
teepees, when a little later the construction gang began
V
stringing wire over their heads.2!

<Qlhile Edward Creighton was pushing west, a crew 
was working, east from Salt Lake City towards Fort 
Bridger in the southwestern corner of V/yoming. On 
the far western secton of the transcontinental line 
Superintendent James- Gamble' of the Overland Telegraph 
Company had James Street directing construction west
ward from Salt Lake City,hand 1. .11, Hubbard directing 
the company's -operations to the east from Carson City, 
Levada* Through the use of the Pony Express as inter
mediary the transcontinental line provided service as 
the gap was being closed. Edward Creighton and James 
Gamble could, thus, also communicate frequently and 
advise each other of their respective crews’ "progress* 20

2 0Ibid., pp. 67-58, 1 0 2 ,
^1 Ibid., p . 99 *
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X x

Not onl y had the two companies agreed that, until the 
entire line was constructed, the full tariff for mes
sages between Omaha and San Francisco would go to the 
'company completing its line to Salt Late first, hut
the two superintendents had a wager as to which would*
establish the first complete circuit to Salt Lake City. 
Whereas James Gamble had to contend with the arid and 
poleless areas of Nevada and Utah as well as the Sierra 
Nevadas, Edward Creighton had to contend with the 
poleless plains# The initiative of both Edward Creighton 
and James Gamble resulted in the transcontinental

\
telegraph becoming a reality in four months. The 
Pacific Telegraph Company's line was completed by- 
October 1?, 1861, and Edward Creighton in Fort Bridger 
greeted his wife in Omaha- by wire, telling her that 
"in a few days two oceans will be connected." On 
October 24th the Overland Telegraph Company finished 
its line. The -continent was spanned by a wire which 
could tell California the news of New York in a few 
hours. 22

Edward.Creighton had aeloctod U;e route by which 
the Far West of the.United States was now bound to 
the nation's capital and the eastern seaboard. He 2

2' * Thom p son, Wiring A Continent, pp. 361-67«
Lullens-, Creighton, pp# 18-19. NlsTson, Lld-Amerioa 
An Historical Review, XXIV (January, 194271 p7 72.
Journal of the Telegraph, III (June 1, 1870), p. 154.
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had hauled poles for, or surveyed,, or built, or rebuilt, 
or raised and collected subscriptions for a good por
tion of the telegraph lines extending west from Buffalo, 
hew York to. San Francisco, California. The telegraph 
.had many pioneer promoters who. achieved fame and for-

m
tune. A single pioneer builder reached the inner 
circle and stayed there— Edward Creighton.

\

I
\
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chapter III
NEBRASKA'S CROESUS AND MONTANA’S PRINCE

h <rJane h
As Edward Creighton rode home "behind "Mary" and 
along the telegraph line whose construction he

had so recently directed, his busy mind was seeking 
out the next goalsX, /His search went even beyond the 
general superintendency of the Pacific Telegraph line, 
which became his responsibility with its completion..

<As superintendent, his authority would extend as far
east as Chicago which, because of the chaos in the 
border state of Missouri, would replace St. Louis as 
the terminus of the transcontinental telegrapB> When
Creighton arrived in Omaha, Judge-James Dean Caton’s 
Illinois and Mississippi Telegraph Company was preparing
to string a wire from Council Bluffs, Iowa to the end 
of the line from Chicago at Cedap Rapids. With the 
completion of the Iowa, line, of which the Pacific Tele
graph Company had exclusive use, Superintendent Creighton 
would have under his control a transcontinental system 
entirely within Union territory.! * III

!"Edward Creighton," Journal of the Telegraph,
III (No. 1 3 , Whole No. 62) (June 17 1370)“, p. 154. 
Nebraska Republican (Omaha), May 19, 1865, p* 2 .
Robert Luther Thompson, Wiring A Continent : The History
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As the Civil War mounted in ferocity to the. south 
and east of the frontier, Edward Creighton's task of 
keeping the government in communication with California 
and the rest of the Far West became one of increasing 
importance* After November 25, .1861* when Anson Stager 
began serving simultaneously as general manager of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company and as superintendent 
of.military telegraphs, the lines which Ed Creighton 
supervised increasingly hummed with military messages. 
The responsibility for getting them through was no easy 
one, for after the memory of electrical shocks woreX
off, the Indians began to find a multitude of more 
realistic uses for wire and poles, and an urge to rid 
their lands of lone operators in isolated stations.
Until late 1864, the depletion of frontier military 
garrisons to reinforce the armies in the East threw 
upon Edward Creighton and his fellow residents of the 
sparsely-populated territories most of the burden of 
protecting their lives and property. Despite the 
threat from the Plains Indians, Superintendent Creighton 
succeeded during 1864 and 1865 in linking Julesburg *

ojLjhgJTelegraph Industry in the United States* a p 
iece (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 
1947), pp * 368-69. Ben Hur Wilson, "Across the Prairies 
of Iowa, 1 Palimpsest, VII (No. 8 ) (August, 1926), p. 244.



with the booming mining camps of Denver and Central 
City, Colorado. ^'Such activities, needed to keep open 
and lengthen.the transcontinental artery, temporarily 
restrained Edward Creighton from indulging his taste 
for new ventures. 2 )

Edward’s brother, however, was free for profitable 
frontier adventures. Whereas Superintendent Creighton 
had headed towards Omaha with the completion of the 
Pacific telegraph, Johru-Crei-ghrton -had--s-,ta.yed~.iii the 
vicinity of Fort Sridger, Wyoming, to round up the 
stock which the telegraph builders had left to forage 
xon the surrounding grasslands. John intended to freight 
flour in the spring of 18 6 2 to the men working the 
Salmon River mines in what is now the State of Idaho, 
but swollen rivers and the unpredictable Indians between 
Fort Briager and the miners barred access to the mineral 
area. /In later years John reminisced in his vividly 
descriptive fashion about the outcome of this project.
He turned his outfit of about thirty-five wagons loaded * 1

2W. H. Deppermann, "Key To An Empire," Telegraph 
and Te 1 enhone. Age , VII (Whole No. 1262, Flfty-Severlth 
Year) (July, 1939), p . 166. Thompson, Wiring a Continent, 
p. 386. Nebraska Republican (Omaha), August 4, 1865, p.
1. James C. Olson, History of Nebraska (Lincoln: Uni
versity of Nebraska Press, 1955"), pp. 3 27, 140-43.
P . Raymond Nielson, "Edward Creighton and the Pacific 
Telegraph," Mid-America; An Historical Review, XXIV 
(January, 1942), p. fT-
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with -flour and some 500 cattle back towards Salt Lake 
City. In the Mormon capital he sold the entire out
fit to Brigham Young for f20,000, taking half payment 
in drafts upon Ben Holladay’s stage line. Ten thousand 
-dollars in gold coin John- distributed between two shot 
sacks, and boarded the stage for Omaha, but not without 
trepidation, for any enterprising road agents hearing 
of his Journey with such encumbrances would hardly fail 
to meet the stage somewhere along the road. Notwith- 
.standing the possible perils threatening such a trip
John arrived in Omaha, having accomplished the feat

/without squandering the treasure or his life. * His stay 
in Omaha was short-lived, for the „thirty-one-year old.
_John spent the winter of 1 8 6 2 -6 3 purchasing cattle in 
Iowa and northwestern Missouri in preparation for freight
ing goods to Montana in the spring.3 <

The years 1862 and 1863 saw the start of a major 
exodus to the gold fields of Montana, James and Granville 
Stuart, Thomas Adams and Reece Anderson had found in 
the late spring of 18 5 8 indications of rich gold mines

bp. A. Mullens, S. J., Creighton: Biographical 
Sketches of Edward Creighton, John A. Creighton, Mary 
Lucretla Creighton, Sarah Emily Creighton (Omaha, 
Nebraska; Creighton University, 1901;, p. 38. J. 
Sterling Morton and Albert Watkins, eds., IIlustrated 
History of Nebraska (3 vols.; Lincoln; Jacob North & 
Company, 1904-1906; Western Publishing and Engraving 
Company, 1913), I, p. 6 3 0,
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in the vicinity of Fort Hall at the southern tip of 
the Bitterroot Mountains. Although the Stuarts and 
their companions were not the first to envision the 
vast gold potential of this region, they were the 
means by which it was announced to the world. Them
Bannaclc diggings, struck in the fall of 1862, and the 
riches which Alder Gulch eighty miles from Bannack 
in southeastern Montana gave promise, of in 1863 lured 
the adventurous to the western extremities of the 
Nebraska Territory. / It was toward the new camps in 
Alder Gulch that John A. Creighton and his cousin James 
directed a train of thirty to thirty-five wagons, each 
drawn by four yoke of oxen, in the,spring of 1863. Al
most four months from their departure of Omaha they 
brought the wagon train owned by Edward Creighton into 
the new townsite of Virginia City and to the source
a gratifying profit of §33,000 in gold. In t'v..
1864 James "Long Jim" Creighton captained a second train 
of forty mule teams to Montana. The second trip's 
returns were §52,000. Edward Creighton had added freight 
ins. to Montana to his never ceasing new ventures

^Granville Stuart, Forty Yearn on the Frontier 
As Seen in the Journals and Remind acenoes of Granville 
Stuart, ed. Paul C. Phillips (2 vols. in one, Glendale, 
Oadifornia: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1957), I, pp. 
136, 137-l40n. Alfred Sorenson, History of Omaha From 
the Pioneer Days to the Present Time fOmaha: Gibson, 
Miller & Richardson, Printers, 1889)", p. 219. Mullens, 
Creighton, p. 39• Olson, History of Nebraska, p. 110.
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f John,.Andrew' Creighton- had stayed in Virginia
City at the end of the first, trip. Like his brother 
Edward he found in new frontiers the stimulation nec- 
cessary to the utilization of his potential. £He be
came a merchant for wholesale and retail groceries,

m  — ------ -.

first under the name of Creighton & Co.x, Some time 
during his first two and a half years in Virginia City, 
while staying in the same business, he went into partner
ship with one or both of the Ohle brothers, Henry and 
Charles. Land had been claimed in Alder Gulch for a 
townsite on June 1 6 , 1863* An attempt was made to name
X
the community Varina in honor of lira. Jefferson Davis, 
but inhabitants sympathetic to the „.Union cause threat
ened violence to anyone publicizing the new town under' 
that name. All of the inhabitants settled for Virginia, 
which became official through an act the territorial 
legislature passed February 7, 1865* The appendage of 
''City" grew out .of common usage, and as a result of 
viewing the sign on the. local post office. During 
John Creighton's first two years of residence the Alder 
Gulch mines drew some 10,000 souls to the area. Virginia 
City, which included Nevada City, became a continuous 
three-mile-long thoroughfare of claims, miners' camps, 
brush wikiups, log cabins, a half-dozen frame houses,; 
an equal number of stone stores, and at least seven
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hotels. The Planter1s House, the best of the lot, 
attracted most of the stagecoach passengers stopping 
over in Virginia. Jackson Street upon which most of 
the town’s structures fronted ran right along Alder 
Gulch, which for the width of 500 to 1 ,0 0 0  feet was so 
"shoveled, uplifted and piled" to look "as'if an enor
mous Hog had been uprooting the soil.” By 1864 John 
Creighton could view legitimate theater productions, 
gymnastic troupe and Negro minstrels in the Montana 
Theatre. Nor was the boom town devoid of other as
pects of cultured society.. Cultivated women had accom-X
panied their husbands and fathers to the area, and the 
prospect of adventure and riches drew men of intelligence, 
breeding and fine education as well as those of less 
auspicious backgrounds.5

/  Among his close and'lifelong friends John numbered 
Nelson B. Story, who was principally engaged in mining

5Advertise men t in Montana Post (Virginia City, M. 
T.), October 27, 1866. A photostat is in the author’s 
possession. Thomas J. Dimsdale, The Vigilantes of 
î Qf1l'.4.na-. or Popular Justice in the Rocky Mountains (Norman; 
University of Oklahoma Press, c. 19537, p. lx of the ' 
Introduction by E. DeGolyer. James E . Callaway, "Governor 
Green Clay Smith, 1866-1868," Contributions to the His
torical Society of Montana With Its”Transactions, Offi
cers and Members (Helena, Montana: Independent Publishing 
Company, 190477"V, pp. 113, HOn. James Knox Polk 
Miller, The Road to Virginia City: The Diary of James 
Knox Polk Miller, ed. Andrew F. Rol 1 e (1.or man: Univer
sity of Oklahoma Press, c. I960), pp. ?4-75n, 76, 7 7n, 
8l-82n.
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f while residing in Virginia City* and who in 1866 drove
the first herd of Texas cattle into the Montana Terri
tory. Another friend, Patrick A. Largey, could well 
have been at St. Joseph’s College in Somerset, Ohio 
during the year or so that John attended the DominicanW
school. By way of Keokuk and Des Moines, Iowa, Patrick 
Largey reached.Omaha sometime in late 1862 or early 
1863, where he became purchasing agent for Edward 
Creighton, buying horses, mules and oxen to be utilized 
in freighting across the plains. In 1865 he captained, 
one of Creighton's trains to Virginia City and, deciding 
the year-old territory was full of possibilities stayed 
on in Montana. Patrick Largey became over the years
a clerk in John Creighton’s store, a telegraph builder,

/
a cattle-dealer and a merchant in his own right.'' In 
later years, John Creighton would invest in at least 
two'of Largey's ventures and would share in the profits 
of his friend's perspicacity./ Creighton by the time 
of his death would own $6 0 ,0 0 0 worth of the stock of 
Largey's State Savings Bank at Butte and $21,000 worth 
of the stock .of the Speculator Copper ¡line. For the 
rest of his life, John Creighton would still be deriving
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gain from his early associations with Montana.6 '
/ ïhe excitement of a booming mining town, the 

primitive living conditions, the courageous endeavors 
to establish lav; and order, the cultivation of the. ground 
.to raise communities of families, schools, churches 
and prosperous businesses; all of these comprised John 
A. Creighton's life from the summer of 1863 to 1 8 6 8 . 
Though his store at Virginia City was in the center of 
the mining district’s populated area, there was as yet 
little or no government./' Not until 1864 would Congress 
organize the distinct Montana Territory and the first 
legislature would not meet till the end of that year. 
Without the protection of adequate.- law enforcement, 6

6Letter from J. A. Creighton, Omaha, to Nelson 
Story, dated simply, "Omaha, Nov. 1.1th" A photostat 
of this letter from the Wyoming Stock Growers' Collec
tion was sent to the author by the Western History and 
Archives Department of the University of Wyoming along 
with a photostat of a compilation by F. B. Story, son 
of Nelson, of data from the Omaha Bee and the Sunday 
Record - Herald (Chicago), wherein the compiler notes 
that John Creighton was a storekeeper in Virginia City, 
Montana, 1863-66, the same years his father, Nelson 
Story, Sr., was in Virginia City and where they became 
acquainted and had business together with Mr. Largey. 
Progressive Men of Montana, pp. 264-66. Three photo
stated cages.sent the author by the Historical Society 
of -Montana, Helena, Montana. The article says in port 
that Largey was born on Palm Sunday,, 1336, and that 
while many of his associates of the same age were 
still toiling through the grades he was creditably 
established among the teachers and saving the beggarly 
per diem he earned to assist in paying his. way through 
the neighboring St. Joseph’s College at Somerset." He 
was born in Perry County, 1 Ohio, where John Creighton's
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the first year and one-half of John Creighton’s resi
dence in Virginia was rife with brutal murders and 
innumerable robberies. To many of the adventurers 
migrating to Montana the gun proved a much more attractive 
means to get gold than the pan or shovel.< The.pro-

m
prietor of Creighton & Co. had been in Virginia City 
no more than six months, when William A. Palmer, a 
saloon-keeper in Nevada City, conveyed the body of a 
young German lad, Nicholas Tbolt, into the community£
The- dead youth was the friend and employee of Henry 
Clark who had settled in Summit, a day's ride from 
Virginia. Early in December, 1863» Henry Clark had . 
sent Nicholas Tbolt to the ranch of. George Ives, where 
the former had left two mules to fatten up. There .
William Palmer later found the body, approached the 
occupants of George Ives1 headquarters' camp for aid

oldest sister, Alice, lived after her marriage. A Mr. 
Riley shot Patrick A. Largey fatally in the latter’s 
bank on January 1 1 , 1898, according to the article cited 
above. Riley had been maimed in an accident relative 
to a business in which Mr. Largey owned stock, and had 
become deranged. Commiseration over this tragedy was 
the primary subject of the letter from J. A. Cr eight on 
to Nelson Story. On page 47, Creighton, Father Mullens 
states that John Creighton was president of the People's 
Savings Bank of Butte, Montana. Stuart, Forty Years on 
the Frontier, IT, p. 98. Inventory, Estate of John A. 
Creighton, Filed July 1 2 , 1907, File #4420, County Court 
House, Omaha, Nebraska, p. 2.
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in moving the body into his wagon, which was refused, 
and singly managed to transport it into Virginia City 
and thence to Summit for burial.7

, This tragedy resulted in a party of citizens from 
Summit, including Henry Clark and Nelson or Elias Story, 
riding to Virginia City a couple of days later to col
lect any others who wished to join in the pursuit of 
the boy's murderers. John Xavier ("X") Beidler joined 
the group at Virginia along with five or six others 
and the party went to the claim of George Ives, where
they arrested Ives, and two of his employees, George
\Hillerman and John Frank. The ostensible business of 
Ives and his men was the operation .of a road ranch 
where travelers could fatten their beasts on the rich 
grass. Ives himself had spent much time riding between 
the mining camps,- always*with a full purse of gold dust * S.

7Callaway, Contributions to the Historical Society 
of Montana, V, p. 115* Also from the same volume, Mrs,
S. V/. Park, "The First School in Montana," pp. 193-94n; 
Lyman E . Munson, "Pioneer Life in Montana," pp. 200-201.
L. B. Palladino, S. J., Indian and White in the Northwest; 
or, A History of Catholicity in Montana (Baltimore: John 
Murphy & Company, 1894), pp. 257-59• Nilour Fisk Sanders, 
"The Story of George Ives, 11 X. 3oidler; Vimllante, ed, 
Helen Fitzgerald Sanders in collaboration with William 
H. Berts ehe, Jr. ( iiorman : University of Oklahoma Press, 
c. 1957), PP* 47-48.
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and nuggets, which he has spent freely in the camps' 
many saloons. He had often angered, saloonkeepers and 
other merchants by insisting on leading his horse into 
their establishments. Moreover, he had on occasion 
coerced merchants into loaning him ¡gold dust which he 
had usually repaid. Yet, aside from his refusal to aid 
George Palmer in removing Tbolt's body, there was no 
evidence to associate him with the boy's murder.C Since 
Ives was a handsome, sociable young man with many friends, 
his trial for murder was sure to stir controversy .8

The trial of George Ives began at Nevada- City , the 
western third of the three-mile-long Virginia City, on 
December 19, 1863 before twenty-fcu-r jurymen, twelve 
from each of two mining districts, and "the miners of 
the Gulch en masse." While jfchree lawyers defended Ives, 
Wilbur F. Sanders, a young attorney and resident of 
Bannack City, only temporarily sojourning in Virginia, 
prosecuted and brought forth witnesses who associated 
Ives with brutal actions much more far-reaching than the 
murder of Nicholas Tbolt. ¿J3ut it was John Frank, a 
partner in others of Ives' crimes, who placed the noose 
around the latter's neck for this one. Frank related

^Sanders, "The Story of George Ives," X. Beidler: 
Vigilante, pp. 40-45, 49-50. Dimsdale, The Vigilantes 
of Montana, pp. 97-103.
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that when Tbolt had come to pick up the mules, Ives had 
shot him in order to steal the German's purse and 
retain the fattened animals. December 21at saw the 
closing arguments of the trial, which had attracted 
"nearly every person in the Gulch to Nevada."} Whetherm
Ives’ friends or foes, they bore arms. Moreover, the 
onlookers as well as the participants in the trial had, 
by reason of the cold, frequent recourse to the warmth 
offered by the saloons lining Nevada City’s main street. 
When the arguments opened, Prosecutor Sanders, sensi
tive to the easily swayed emotions of the crowd, sent 
a note to John A. Creighton, whom, lie later recalled .as 
"a popular merchant at Virginia City, a king among 
the pioneers," telling him that "the crisis had finally 
arrived, and asking him to bring with him all the good 
men he could find, and -remain till the end."9

The jury, that is, twenty-three of its members, 
the twenty-fourth declining to voice an opinion either 
way, returned from its deliberations with a signed 
report stating that George Ives was guilty of the murder

9Sanders, "The Story of George Ives," X. Beldler: 
Vigil ¿into, pp. 5^, 64, 67-72. Dlmsdale , The Vigilantes 
of Montana/no. 104-06. James H. Mills, ’'Reminiscences 
of an Editor, 11 Contributions to the Historical Society 
of Montana, V, p. 283• Wilbur F* Sanders was the father 
of the 'Republican Party in Montana and one of his state's 
first Senators. The desire for lav/ and order overrode 
party lines, for John A. Creighton was an ardent Democrat 
and attended five national conventions of his party as 
a delegate from Nebraska, according to Morton, Illustrated 
History of Nebraska, I, pp. 630-31•



of Nicholas ibo.lt, as charged. Wilbur Sanders put to 
the miners' meeting the decision of the jury as well as 
the choice relative to executing the defendant by hanging. 
The miners sanctioned the jury's decision and favored 
the immediate execution of George Ives, but the latter

• m

made a dignified and touching appeal to the attorney for 
the prosecution to delay the sentence until the next 
day, so that he might write a last letter to his widowed 
mother and sisters back home in Wisconsin. The silence 
of the crowd indicated how reference to assuaging the 
grief of loved ones in far away homes had broken the 
determination to hang immediately the murderer. Then 
a diminutive, agile young man, carrying a shotgun, as 
did the majority of the crowd's members, doomed the' 
defendant by calling to him from the roof of a nearby 
building.John Xavier “X" Beidler asked George Ives 
how long he had given the deceased, Nicholas Tbolty 
Three-fourths of an hour later Ives hung dead on a log 
protruding from the front of an unfinished building 
adjoining the one, in front of which he had faced his 
accusers. John Creighton had particloated in the first 
successful, though extralegal, challenge to the rule 
of crime,..in the Montana mining camps, but danger con
tinued from what Prosecutor Sanders called "the

84
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di3Cip3.se of disorder. " 10

John Creighton and a guard of about 100 men accom
panied Wilbur Sanders along the three mile route back 
to the eastern reaches of the lengthy mining community* 
and continued to look to his safety for the week he

Hi

remained in Virginia City. Creighton.was host to the 
young attorney in his store on the night after the 
hanging, when Harvey Meade* "a reputed desperado," 
who had escaped law enforcement officers of the Federal 
government in San Francisco, entered Creighton & Co. 
wearing two revolvers and began directing some abusive 
remarks towards the guest of Virginia City’s law-pursuing 
citizenry. Wilbur Sanders unobtrusively placed one 
hand in his coat pocket and cocked a derringer concealed 
there, lifted his eyes from a book he was reading, and 
said, "'Harvey, I should feel hurt if some men said this; 
but from such a dog as you it Is not worth noticing. 111 

Dr. J. P. Maupin grabbed a pick handle to attack the 
rude interloper despite the evidence of deadly weapons 
readied for action. To avoid the spilling of his friends’ 
blood John Creighton calmly collared, the insolent in
truder and personally ushered him to the door with what

1 0Sanders, "The Story of George Ives," X. Beldler: 
Vigilante, pp. 70-73, 75-76.
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Sanders recalled as "warnings, definite enough to he 
apprehended that he was expected to maintain peace."41 

(y During the days immediately following the execu
tion of George Ives the Vigilantes came into existence .N 
Five men met in Virginia City and four in Bannack to 
give this group formal organization, elect officers and 
take an oath. Wilbur F. Sanders, who had won Ives’ 
conviction, was the group’s "official prosecutor."
The Vigilantes took as their main adversary Henry 
Plummer who was both sheriff of the mining district 
which included Virginia City and leader of a band of 
cutthroats. Merchants like John Creighton might well 
have been alarmed at such crimes as,, the robbery and 
murder by Plummer’s gang in January, 1864 of Lloyd 
Magruder who, like the Creightons, ran freight wagons 
into Virginia City. /But within days after the callous 
killing of Magruder Henry Plummer dangled at the end of 
a Vigilante rope, and John Creighton was able to continue 
his profitable business with somewhat greater safety.
In the spring of 1865, he was able to forward by steam
boat to his brother Edward in Omaha another $25,000

H'Bimsdale, The Vigilantes of Montana, pp. 119-120. 
Sanders, "The Story of George Ives," X. Boldler: Vigilante.
pp. 76-77*
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In gold, dust A 2

<f John Creighton and the other Virginia traders
reaped such profits by their high prices during the
winter of 1864-65 as to embitter their customers'"̂  On.
Tuesday, May 25, 1865, 480 miners, armed and well-»*
.organized, marched first upon Nevada City, then upon 
Virginia City. In the latter community they divided
into six companies and began systematically entering 
and searching every store and residence in which they 
suspected flour had been concealed. When they found 
flour, they removed it "without ceremony"— in one 
instance from beneath a haystack. The leader of each 
search party kept a careful re cord „-of the amounts con
fiscated and promised payment would be forthcoming 
commensurate with the Salt Lake City rate of §27 per 
sack or the St. Louis rate of §30 per sack. On the 
following day each miner received a flour issue pro
portionate to his needs and, in turn, paid an assess
ment according to the amounts agreed upon per sack. In 
addition the miners1 army paid the bakers of Virginia 
City for the.supper they had served the party authorized

12Sanders and Bertsche, eds., X. Beidler: Vigilante, 
pp. 86-87, 91, 93» Sanders, "The Story of George Ives,"
X. Beidler: Vigilante, p. 46. Wilbur Sanders' chapter 
on Ives is just one in what is otherwise Beidler1s*diary* 
Nebraska Republican ('Omaha), June 2 3 , 1865, p. 3*
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to guard, the flour depot, with its precious contents on 
Tuesday night.' On Thursday, May 25, the leaders of the 
miners requested two respected citizens of Virginia City 
to witness payment of the parties whose flour was on 
its way to feed miners and their families. At the rate 
of $27 and/or $30 per sack John Creighton received $270, 
Joseph Marion, $540, George Mann, $459, and eight other 
parties varying lesser amounts. The miners had won a 
relatively peaceful victory but, as in most mining camps 
the merchants generally continued to gather much of the 
fruits of the miners' toil.13

While not laboring for his gold, John Creighton 
shared at least some of the risks of the rugged country. 
On a pitchblack night within a month after the raid on 
his store, the merchant was. riding back to Virginia 
City from Helena on a stagecoach which tipped over while 
descending a small hill. The mail box fell on Creighton, 
fracturing his leg, and he lay there for two hours 
before a doctor could reach him. Early in the morning 
an ambulance carried John Creighton into Virginia and 
deposited him at the Tremont House. Despite the severity 
of the injury, he was soon able to exchange hospitality

IbMebraska Republican. May 26, 1865, p. 2.
Stuart, Forty Years on the Frontier. II, p, 29,
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with his friends, and "by the end of October he was 
supervising the unloading and disposition of merchandise 
from fifty-two wagons, one train of twenty-six wagons 
following right on the heels of the other from Salt 
• Lake Gity

Hi

x^'.hile John Creighton managed the brothers’ freight
ing and trading enterprises in Mont ana,^.Edward Creighton 
was expanding into yet another field of business. His 
long association with the Kountze Brothers' banicing 
establishments ripened into the organization of the 

Cfirst bank in Omaha chartered under the National Bank 
Act of I863•̂ The National Bank Act, as revised in - 
1864, sought among other things to„- provide the nation 
with a uniform currency. Since 1846 the Federal govern
ment had disassociated itself with banks and had set 
up the Independent Treasury System. Commercial banking 
was the province of state banks like the Kountze Brothers 
concerns, circulating their own bank notes which were 
generally utilized in private business, whereas the 
.Federal government was on a. hard money, or specie, basis. 1

1 M̂ontana Post (Virginia City), June 17, 1865,
P* 3* Nebraska Republican (Omaha), July 28, 1865, p. 1 
made this accident much less attractive by saying John 
Creighton broke his leg, while stepping from the stage
coach. Mills, "Reminiscences of an Editor," Contribu
tions to the Historical Society of Montana. V, pp.
281-83. Montana Post (Virginia City), October 2 1, 1865 
contained the item on "Creighton’s Train," "of which 
the author has a photostat.
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Under* the national Bank Act, banks organized under*
Federal charters with a capital of ¡,'50,000 to $200,000,
depending upon the size of the city in_ which they were 

Xto function.■ To organize The First national Bank of 
Omaha, Edward Creighton, who was a "heavy stockholder," 
the Kountzes and others invested the minimum capital of 
$50,000. Creighton at the time of his death' would own 
$40,000 worth of the bank' s stock. As required by law, 
they used at least one third of the sum to buy government 
bonds j) deposited them with the treasury authorities 
and then received a new kind of currency-—national bank 
notes— equal in value to ninety percent of the market 
price of the deposited bonds. These notes, which were 
legal tender, the Omaha bankers could use to make pro- 
fiuaole loans after they opejied for business on August 
26, 1863. The First national Bank also cooperated 
with the government's desire to market its bonds, not 
only by buying the securities required under the National 
Bank Act, but by acting as a paid sub-agent to sell to 
the general public.15

Romana ne raid, November 7, lo? 4, p. 1 . Adver
tisement from the Central Union Af.rlenHntMnt. (Omaha). 
U,°. 1 1 ), November, 1859, p. 348. ' /«Tver tissent from 
the Nebraska Republican (Omaha), «Turo 9, 1865, p. 2.
Gi1*,0r"tTTG.‘ Fite' and J*m E* Reese, An Economic History ■ -fog..\JnAted States (Boston: Houghton Mifflin" Company, c. 1-X9), pp. 280-8 1. Warrant à Inventory, Estate of 
mawaru Creighton, Filed June 16, 1875, File #245, County 
Court House, Omaha, Nebraska, p. 3 under the heading 
^Inverhory of Notes andt(Securities do. belonging to the
vi&'onn0f+E+1 Grf^Shton* .His stock was listed as worth sv60,000 .it the time, of this inventory.

M .Herald, November 7, 1874, p. l.
from the Central Union Agriculturist
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f Edward Creighton's acceleration of his business
activities In I863 was not only consistent with his 
need for new challenges, but served as an anodyne 
for the terrible .loss of his "bright and beautiful boy." 
zNever fully reconciled to the death In 18 6 3 of Charles 
David, his only child, each year he would continue to 
add to his responsibilities for the’ development of 
Infant territories, communities and Industries. / 1 In 
this year he became the first President of The First 
National Bank which began Its existence in the Smith 
Building, two doors west of the Kountze Brothers bank
X..which was located on the northwest corner of Farnan and 
Twelfth Streets. Herman Kountze way- Its Vice-President 
and Augustus Kountze its Cashier, ••slndeed, during the 
first two years of Its existence The First National 
Bank ran as an adjunct of- the Kountze Brothers bank, 
but in the spring of 1865, workmen, began removing the 
houses from the corner of Thirteenth and Farnam Streets 
to clear the way for a new building for the First National 
Bank and the telegraph office.̂ In July, the business 
of the Kountze Brothers merged into, that of The First 
National Bank preparatory to moving into tbs new building. 
By fall, the splendid two-story brio!.: building, which 
promised to be the "finest in the city," was rapidly 
rising. According to local editor,"the dressed stone
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underlying It, and the iron columns in its front'* gave 
"proof of the liberal outlay which was being made in 
giving character to the building." He pronounced it 
a "credit already to the enterprise of the proprietors, 
the officers and stock-holders of the First National." 
Edward Creighton, the builder, had become Banker
Creighton.16

Though he was far removed from the physical labor 
of erecting telegraph lines, Edward Creighton continued 
to direct the building and protecting of his farflung 
network of wires.^-He faced a severe problem in keeping 
x open the new line from Julesburg to Denver and Central 
Ci_ty, Colorado, y  Its construction had further antagonized 
the Indians and the lack of a bridge across the shallow,
treacherous Platte made.it.especially hard to defend
from attack either the new line or the old one to 
the Far West. Cln February, 1865» Edward Creighton 
wired Major-General Grenville Mellen Dodge, Commander 
of the Army of Missouri with headquarters in St. Louis, 
that the telegraph was working to Denver, the main 
body of Indians having concentrated up the North Plattey

16Omaha Herald. October 27, 1865» p. 3; November 
7, 1874, p. 1 . Mullens, Creighton, pp. 55-56. The 
main altar contributed by Edward and Mary Lucretia 
Creighton to St. Philomena's Cathedral was in memory 
of their little boy. Morton, Illustrated History of 
Nebraska, II, pp, 316-17. Nebraska Renublloan (Omaha). 
May 5, 1865, p.' 4.
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There were still small bands at different points along 
the r o a d B y  May, 1865, the Indians had cut down the 
wire forty miles west of Fort KearneyAltogether, 
they had cut the line in three different places, des- 

< troyed twenty miles of line, and wounded the telegraph 
operator forty miles- west of Laramie, while he was 
servicing the damaged communications system. With men 
repairing the lines with dispatch, on the 30th of May 
Ed Creighton could report that the wire was open as 
far west as Laramie and South Pass.1?

<f To provide greater security for the line, Edward 
Creighton took a leading part in bridging the Platte 
River.) As early as 1864, he, Augustus Kountze and 
others had incorporated a Platte River Bridge Company. 
In June, 1865, he attended a meeting at the Court House 
in Omaha to take more definite action. He was one of

TThielson, Mid-America: An Historical Review.
XXIV, January,. 1942, p. 73* Depoermann, Telegraoh 
_and. Telephone Age. VII, July, 1939, p. 166. Nebraska 
Republican (Omaha), June 2, 1865, p. 2, Grenville 
Melien Dodge, "Data. Chronologically Arranged For Ready 
Reference in the Preparation of a Biography of Grenville 
Melien Dodge, President of Sundry Railroad and Con
struction Companies, Late Chief Engineer of the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company, Member of Congress, Major- 
General- in the War for the Preservation of the Union,
Ac. 4c. &c. , 11 hereinafter referred to as the "Dodge 
Chronology" (Public Library, Council Bluffs, Iowa),
V, Part 1 , 1864-6.5, pp• 214, 215, 704. Wires from 
Edward Creighton, Omaha, Nebraska, to General Grenville 
Melien Dodge, dated February 12, 1865, February 13, 1865, 
and May 30, 1865. Page 179 describes area over which 
General Dodge had command including Nebraska and Colo
rado Territories.



five men whom, the meeting designated as solicitors for 
subscriptions up to |40,000 to finance the erection 
of a bridge,.' A local editor advised locating the struc
ture somewhere between the mouth and Cottonwood Springs 
so "as to put the travel, on the south side at. the first 
military post," for if travelers followed the. north 
fork after leaving Fort Kearney they provided target 
practice for the Indians for more than two hundred 
miles. "At present," stated the editor of the Nebraska 
Republican, "the North Platte is wholly ignored by our
military authorities. . . . We are out-lawed in northern 
àebraska."18

(On June 29, 1865, Omaha’s city fathers held a 
second town meeting. On this occasion Edward Creighton, 
Ezra Millard, Dr. George L. Miller, Augustus Kountze,
Enos Lowe and others pledged their support in getting 
to their destinations -pontoons to build bridges over 
the Platte and Loup Fork Rivers.) Edward Creighton as 
one of the major freighters of the city had contributed 
more time, men, and teams" to the project, according 
to'a local editor , than "those acquainted with the

. ... 18 ''err it or y of Nebraska, Laws, Joint Resolutions 
and,Memqrialg_Passed at the Ninth Session of the Ler:is- 
■49-tive^Assembly of the Territory of iiebrasza (Omaha 
City: Taylor & McClure, Public Printers, 1864) Session 
oegun January 7, 1864, p. 214. Nebraska Republican 
(Omaha), June 2, 1865, p. 2. ----------------
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matter, would suppose," General Grenville M . Dodge
had arranged with the government for the transport
of the pontoons from Nashville, Tennessee, to Omahâ p
and had sent an engineer from his staff to the Nebraska
Territory to direct their construction Into bridges.,*
In addition, the general let it be known that he con
templated the erection "at an early day" of a permanent 
trestle bridge across the Platte River at Fort Kearney. 
It could no longer' be said that the North Platte was 
"wholly ignored" by the military authorities .19

C  With the Civil War at an end, Edward Creighton 
‘could also look forward to the arrival at last of the 
troops so desperately needed to defend the telegraph 
lines and other communication routesBrigadier Gen
eral H. H. Heath arrived in Omaha on July 6, 1865 from 
Julesburg to take command of the expedition fitting 
out at Omaha in preparation for the inarch against the 
"hostile Indians of the Plains." The editor of theX
Nebraska Republican announced that everything indicated 
"a thorough protection on the mail and telegraph lines, 
and a lively summer campaign,'X On July 25, according

-^Nebraska Republican (Omaha), June 2 3, 1865, p. 1; 
June pO, 1865, p. 2; July 21, 1865, n. 3. Edward 
Creighton contributed to some hundred and fifty teams 
engaged in transporting the pontoons to their destina
tions. Dodge Chronology, V, Part 1, 1864-65, no. 845- 
46. __Letter from Dr. George L. Hiller, Omaha,, Nebraska, 
dated June 30, 1865, to General Grenville Hellen Dodge.
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to the newspaper, "1000 Sioux, Cheyenne, Arapahoes, 
Blackfeet and a few Commanches, attacked Platte Sri cage 
Station, on the telegraph road." Less than 250 soldiers 
held them off for two days with a loss of twenty-seven 
whites and supposed heavier losses for the Indians.20m

Although the Indian depredations upon telegraph 
lines -and lonely way stations as well as forts and 
settlers did not cease through 1866, Edward Creighton 
continued building additional lines. /He made one of 
his first objectives the isolated area in which his 
brother John was making such big profits for them. On 
¿"uly 17, 1866, under'the direction of Edward and John 
A. Creighton crews planted the first pole on a Western 
Union line to connect Salt Lake City with Virginia City, 
Montana. On September 17, 1866 at 12:20 P.M., Virginia 
City saw the first pole of the line raised within its 
confines, and on November 2, as a proud local editor 
boasted, Montana.was "no longer an unknown Territory, 
hidden from the view of the country and world by the 
Rocky and Wind River Mountains, but was united with 
civilisation." Edward Creighton in Salt Lake City sent 
the first message over the wire to the citizens of

22,Nebraska Republican. (Omaha), 
5; August 4, 1865, p. 1. July 7, 1865, pp,
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Montana, statins that it gave him great satisfaction to 
connect the frontier city and its enterprising residents 
to the nation by lightning, ¿fin addition, he informed 
the territory's governor that he might send the first 
•message from Virginia City, free, to President Andrew 
Johnson, \The citizens of Virginia City sent one of 
their first messages to John A. Creighton, who was still 
in Salt Lake City, to request the pleasure of entertaining 
him on his return home "as a slight compliment for the 
extraordinary energy which you have exhibited in the 
work, and for which you are so noted." John Creighton 
replied to G-overnor G-. Clay Smith of the Montana Terri
tory and his other friends that the sentiments expres
sed "amply repaid" him, and ended his wire with the 
promise that- "if I live, I will be there." John Creighton's 
friends repaid him with" more than sentiments. During 
the festivities honoring him upon his return to Virginia j  
they presented him with a magnificent chronometer watch, 
which had been ordered for the occasion from Tiffany & 
Company, Mew York City. Its inscription read: "To 
John A. Creighton, from his friends of Virginia, Montana."2!

^-Montana Post (Virginia City), November 3, 1866, 
p. Henry N. Blake, "The First Newspaper of Montana," 
Contributions to the Historical Society of Montana. V, .
PP* 259-6In. Mullens, Creighton, pp. 43-44.
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/With the vigor and native ability they threw 
into the development of each of their enterprises of 
telegraph building, freighting, trading and banking 
Edward Creighton and, to a lesser extent, John Creighton 
had built themselves a fortune. / Its sturdy base was 
the investment in Western Union.) Edward Creighton had 
been one of the Pacific Telegraph Company's foremost 
stockholders, buying 1,000 shares, or one-tenth of 
that corporation's stock. This stock, which in accor
dance with the terms of the company's Act of Incorpora
tion cost Creighton at $10 per share, $10,000, had 
the face value of $100,000, the company's total capitali
zation being $1,000,000. In early„1864 this $1,000,000 
stock issue was taken into Western Union with the 
issuance of $2,000,000 of Western Union stock. Shortly 
after this Western Union stock tripled in value, so what 
had been an interest in a company capitalized at $1 ,000,000 

was now an interest in $6,000,000 with the actual expen
diture for the construction of the Pacific Telegraph 
line purportedly totaling only $147,000. Western Union, 
enjoying phenomenal success, its stock at one time 
during the spring of 1864 going at $225 per share, 
declared a stock dividend of 100 percent on May 11,
1864. Edward Creighton converted a portion of his 
Western Union stock into $85,000 soon after the latter
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purchased the Pacific Telegraph Company's stock, but 
retained Western Union holdings which would, eventually 
net him over ■ $1,000,000. At his death he held Tries tern 
Union bonds and coupons worth $42,000.22

Creighton's fortune by the mid-1860's was bringing 
.him a substantial income. Under the Civil War income 
tax, which frequently produced only minimum estimates 
of income, he had in 1863 an assessed total Income of 
some $3,600. But in 1864 his total income claimed for 
tax purposes was $33,600 and a year later was over 
•142,000. Omaha now numbered among its citizenry a

X

capitalist and financier. Edward Creighton, if not a 
Croesus by the standards of the Cookes, G-oulds and 
Kackays, met the qualifications of the Croesus of the 
Territory of Nebraska.23

22-ihonipson, Wiring A Continent, pp. 370, 397-99. 
Carlyle N. Klise, "The First Transcontinental Telegraph," 
(unpublished Master's thesis, Graduate School, State 
University of Iowa, 1937), pp. 84-85, 87. Alvin F.
Har1ow, Old Wires and New Waves: The History of the 
Telegranh, Telephone, and Wireless (New York & London:
D. Appleton-Century Company Incorporated, 1936), p. 317. 
Deppermann, Telegraph and Telephone Ape. VII, July,
1939, p. 167. Warrant & Inventory, Estate of Edward 
Creighton, File #245, p. 3 under section denoted as 
"Inventory of Notes and Securities Ac. belonging to the 
Estate of E. Creighton."

^Reference Service Report, General Services Ad
ministration, National Archives and Records Service, 
Washington 25, D.. C., dated March 2, 1961, in answer 
to the author's inquiry relative to taxes assessed 
during the Civil War period. Harlow, Old Wires and 
New Waves, p. 317» "
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During the five years following the completion of 
the first transcontinental telegraph Edward Creighton's 
vigor, business acumen and willingness to make large 
financial contributions to challenging and previously 
untested projects mitigated many of the barriers to

m

the rapid settlement of the twelve-year-old Nebraska 
Territory. ■ During this period Edward and Mary Lucretia 
Creighton lost the baby boy to whose benefit the father 
would wish the products of his mind and hands to first 
devolve. The loss of his own child did not halt the 
activities of the pioneer, and the products of his 
energies aided in bringing multitudes of children to- 
prosperous maturity and in achieving for a youthful 
territory the maturity of statehood.



CHAPTER IV

VIGOR AND FORTITUDE UNDIMINISHED

Despite his frequent and prolonged absences from 
Omaha during the ten years since his arrival in 1856, 
Edward Creighton’s first loyalty and devotion was cen
tered upon the capital city of the Territory of Nebraska
' s  home. Here he had brought his wife in 1857 and had 
built for her a simple brick home on Chicago Street, 
s where they lived out their married life in surroundings 
devoid of ostentation. The mercantile interests of 
Omaha had benefited when Edward Creighton had outfitted 
freight trains headed for Denver, Salt Lake City and 
Virginia City, Montana, just'as they had benefited in 
contributing to the preparations for the erection of 
the first transcontinental telegraph. And in 1863, 
through Edward Creighton's sizeable purchase of stock, 
Omaha had acquired its first national bank. Edward 
Creighton's backing had given a certain élan to the 
frontier town which hoped to become a city of the
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first class*1

4s a decisive step toward that objective Edward 
Creighton and other Omahans hoped to make their city 
the eastern terminus of the first transcontinental 
railroad.? In July, 1862, after a decade of debate. 
Congress had finally passed an act incorporating the 
Union Eaci-flc Railroad Company to construct a single 
line of railroad and telegraph from a point on the 
western boundary of the State of Iowa to the 100th 
meridian.> The President of the United States was to 
fix the initial point from which this track would be 
laid. In the act which Congress had passed on August 
4, 1846, enabling Iowa to become a,-state of the Union, 
Congress Chad defined Iowa's western boundary as the 
middle of the main channel of the Missouri River> On

1Alfred Sorenson, Early History of Omaha: or Walks 
and^Talks Among, the Old Settlers (Omaha: Printed at the' 
Office of the Daily Bee, 1876), p. 185 • Omaha Herald. 
January 25, 1876, p. 1 . Alfred Sorenson, History of 
Oinaha From the Pioneer Days to the Present Time (Omaha.: 
G-ibson, Miller & Richardson, Printers, 1889), pp. 100- 
101, 151n. Omaha became a city of the first class by 
legislative enactment February 9, 1869, and was divided 
into six wards by ordinance, dated May 15, 1869. James 
C. Olson, History of Nebraska (Lincoln: University of 
Nebraska Press, 1955), pp. 133, 152. On March 1, 1867, 
Nebraska became the Union's thirty-seventh state, and 
its first state legislature voted the removal of the 
capital to a point within a certain defined area south 
of the Platte River to be selected by a commission.
J. Sterling Morton and Albert Watkins, eds., Illustrated 
gi story of Nebraska (3 vols.j Lincoln: Jacob North & 
Companyy i904-1906; Western Publishing and Engraving Company, 1913), I, p. 629; II, p. 317n.
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November 17, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln fixed 
"so much of the Western boundary of the State of Iowa 
as lies between the north and south boundaries of the 
United States township within which the City of Omaha 
is situated, as the point from which^the line of rail
road and telegraph" was to commence .<* Congress stipu
lated, however, in its act of 1862 that the President 
was to select as the technical place of beginning of

Union,-.-P-acific Railroad Company's main..line a point
on the 100th meridian, about 250 miles west of the
Missouri River. Thus, not only the main line to Omaha,

\

but also branches to Sioux City and Kansas City would- 
be able to participate in the subsidies to be granted 
to the railroad.2

In 1862 Congress granted a 33,000,000 acre subsidy 
to the Union Pacific road and its two principal branches. 
The land grant made the railroad by the. government was 
comprised of alternate sections of ten-mile wide strips 
on each side of the proposed track. In addition, the

2Copy of legal document prepared by J. M. Woolworth 
on behalf of the Citizens of the State of Nebraska, and 
of the Citizens of Omaha for presentation to the Honor
able Attorney General of the United States, dated Omaha, 
Nebraska, March 19, 1873» in reference to a matter be
tween the Government and the Union Pacific Railroad 
Company in which was involved the question of where, in 
law, was the Eastern terminus of the road, hereinafter 
referred to as the "Woolworth Document," pp. 2, 4. This 
document is in the possession of the Union Pacific Museum, 
Omaha. Morton, Illustrated Historv of Nebraska. II, 
pp. 83-85. ------------
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credit of the United States in the form of United States 
bonds was loaned in varying amounts relative to the 
complexity of the terrain which the track would cover.
In addition to the grant of public resources, the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company’s private capital stock wasm
placed at #100,000,000, with each share to have the 
par value of. #1,000» The law of 1862 named 153 commis
sioners, representing twenty-four states and the Terri
tory of Nebraska, whose duty it was,, as soon as #10 was 
paid in on each of the first 2,000 shares of Union 
Pacific stock, to call a meeting of the subscribers 
xto organize formally the Union Pacific Railroad Company. 
Five active Republicans represented,.Nebraska on the 
board of commissioners— Edward Creighton’s business 
associate, Augustus Kountze, as well as Gilbert C.
Mone'll and Alvin Saunders of Omaha; Vi. H. Taylor of 
Nebraska City, and T. M. Marquett of Plattsmouth.3

In September, 1862, the commissioners met at 
Chicago to give the company a temporary organization, 
and on June 27th of the following year they filed their 
assent to the.conditions laid down in the act of 1862.

3>':orton, Illustrated History of Nebraska. II, 
pp. 84-87 • The Leavenworth, Pawnee & Western, later 
the Kansas Pacific Railroad Company, was charged with 
constructing the second principal branch linking Kansas 
City with the main line at the 100th meridian. Sorenson, History of Omaha, p. 228.
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This acceptance meant that at the end of three years, 
or by June 27, 1866, the first hundred miles of tte 
road must be completed to the government's satisfaction. 
In New York City on October 29, 1863, with 2,177 shares 
of stock subscribed for, the stockholders met to organ
ize formally the Union Pacific Railroad Company. They 
elected thirty directors, who then elected John A. Dix 
as President and Thomas C. Durant as Vice-President. 
Among the directors was Commissioner Augustus Kountze 
who would also later serve as one of three special com
missioners appointed by the government to inspect the 
completed work on the railroad.^

On December 2, 1863, the long-visualized transcon
tinental railroad was begun with the ceremonial breaking 
of ground in the North Omaha_Bottoms. Edward Creighton 
arrived on the scene in-a coach supplied for the occa
sion by the Western Stage Company, and in the company 
of Governor Alvin Saunders and George Francis Train. 
Andrew J. Hanscom, Omaha real estate broker, lawyer

%Iorton, Illustrated History of Nebraska. II, pp# 
87, 100n. . The government would bestow the initial por
tion of the subsidy upon the railroad company, if it 
completed the designated number of miles within the 
three-year time limit. Sorenson, History of Omaha* pp. 
228-29. Arthur C. Wakeley, ed., Omaha; The Gate City 
and Douglas County. Nebraska; A Record of Settlement. 
Organization, Progress and Achievement (2 vola.; Chicago: 
The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1917), I, p. 248.
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and territorial legislator, was in charge of the after
noon program, which commenced about 2:00 P.M. under 
sunny skies. The governor, the mayors, of Omaha and 
Council Bluffs, George Francis Train-and Augustus 
Kountze wielded the shovel in the mpst significant 
breaking of ground in the history of Omaha and Nebraska. 
The alternate booming of two cannons— one resting on 
the Nebraska side of the Missouri, the other stationed 
on the Iowa side— punctuated their efforts. The remain
der of the program consisted of varied expressions of 
joy upon this actual beginning of the great task. George 
Francis Train, world traveler, owner of freight and‘pas
senger packet lines running between the east coast of 
the United States and Europe by the time he was twenty, 
builder of street railways.%n England and instigator 
of a railroad in Australia, completed the festivities 
by giving a graphic description of the prosperity to 
which the railroad was the means. He pictured the riches 
awaiting untold hordes of settlers as they followed the 
railroad and probed the heretofore empty lands between 
the Missouri-and California. Train suggested that 
doubters go into Edward Creighton’s office and gaze 
upon the 150 pounds of gold which a miner in Idaho had 
sent the telegraph builder. With such splendid visions 
adding a fitting rosy aura to the afternoon’s proceedings
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■the bulk of the spectators returned to the mundane acti
vities of a normal day. But the prominent citizens of 
Omaha and Council Bluffs and their wives had a ball 
and banquet at the Herndon-House still to attend. Here 
more congratulatory messages made the rounds• Among 
them was a telegram from the President of the Central 
Pacific Railroad Company, which Congress had authorized 
to build that part of the;transcontinental railroad 
within California. The western line had broken ground 
nearly eleven months earlier.5

On December 7 , 1863, the City Council of the City 
of Omaha adopted a resolution authorizing the mayor to 
execute, and deliver to the Union Pacific Railroad Com
pany a deed granting that company a right of way over 
certain land lying within the City of Omaha and along 
the bank of the Missouri' River, on which to build a 
railroad and its accompanying facilities. At the same 
time the City Council adopted a resolution authorizing 
Omaha’s mayor to make and deliver to the Union Pacific 
Company a deed of conveyance in fee simple of Blocks 
L, N, 0, P and Q, located in the City of Omaha. The 
deed contained the provision that, should the eastern

- 5Sorenson, History of Omaha, pp. 228-39. Morton, 
Illustrated History of Nebraska. ,1, pp. 521-23n; II, 
pp. 88-89. Wakeley, Omaha. I, pp. 248, 250.
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terminus of the railroad on the Missouri River not be 
located within one and one-quarter miles of Farnam 
Street in Omaha, the premises conveyed were to revert 
to the City. On January 15, 1864, the Omaha City Council 
authorized the conveyance of forty-four and a half lots 
to the Union Pacific Railroad Company on the condition 
that the Union Pacific Company locate its principal 
depot grounds on the eastern border of the City of Omaha 
between the bluff and the Missouri River, and that the
route of the railroad’s line be westerly from Omaha 
within one and one-fourth miles of Farnam Street by way 
of the forty-four and one-half lots so conveyed. The 
Union Pacific Railroad Company accepted the right of way 
and lands, but still not one piece of track did it lay 
as an expression of its good faith. 6

6James W. Savage,, John T, Bell, and Consul W. 
Butterfield, History of the City of Omaha Nebraska and 
South Omaha (New York and Chicago: Hunsell & Company, 
1894), pp. 394-95» Officials in the County Court House, 
Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska, Grantor-Grantee Records 
Department, told the author that the Union Pacific Shops 
and appurtenances covered Blocks 1 , 2, 3, 4, 5, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 64, 65, 66, 68, 69, 94, 96, 
97, 98, 313, 314, 315, 316, 322, 323, 324, 325, 326,'
328, 329, 332, 333, 355, 356, 357, 358, 359 and 360, in 
the Southeast Quarter, Section 15, Township 15, Range 
13, and Blocks 0, P and Q, all in the Original City 
of Omaha. Edward Creighton and wife conveyed Lot 5, 
Block 325 and Lot 1, Block 327 (not listed above) to 
the Union Pacific Railroad on February 1 7, 1865, accor
ding to the Numerical Index Deeds A-32, pp. 537, 543, 
in the Douglas County Courthouse. Morton, Illustrated 
History of Nebraska. II, p. 109* Morton says that in
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Before ground was broken in Omaha In December,
1863, careful surveys had been made under the railroad’s 
Chief Engineer, Peter A. Dey. Engineer Dey had recom
mended a line running southerly from Omaha to Pap11lion 
Creek, up that stream, across a low divide through them
bluffs on the east of the Elkhorn River to the Platte 
Valley. During the spring and summer of 1864 about 
$100,000 of the original paid-up capital of $218,000 

was expended on grading initial portions of Dey’s line, 
which after climbing about two and one-half miles out 
of the terminal at Omaha on a grade of sixty-six feet 
per mile -went down towards the -two branches of the 
Papillion Creek and descended from „them on grades of up 
to eighty feet per mile until reaching the westerly 
branch of the creek. In the fall Silas Seymour, con
sulting engineer to the'Union Pacific Company, visited 
the site of the grading projects, and advocated a change 
in location to the company’s directors. This meant 
relocating the line south from Omaha along the Missouri 
to Mud Greek, a tributary of the Papillion Creek which 
ran parallel to the Missouri River, following Mud Creek

1863 the citizens of Omaha to settle the terminus ques
tion in their favor gave the Union Pacific right of way 
through the city, 500 acres of land along the river front 
for depots and shops, and a gift of about 700 acres of 
outlying land in consideration of an agreement by the 
company to fix the terminus at Omaha.
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to a point near the junction with Papillion Creek, then 
running along the west branch of the latter to Peter 
Dey's projected line. This, the ox-bow curvature, also 
meant an addition of aT̂ out fourteen miles to the line, 
and the reduction of grades to forty feet per mile orm
less .7

^his whole period of doubtful progress was marked 
by a second Congressional act and the railroad company's 
favoring of a single contractor with the responsibility 
for building the first 100 miles of the line*^ On July 
2, 1864, Congress doubled the land subsidy to the Union

XPacific and .made extensive alterations upon other condi
tions of the original act to benefit, the railroad com
pany, but the national legislature in the same act nul
lified the appeal of Union Pacific stock for prospective 
stockholders in a two-fold fashion. tfBy authorizing the 
Kansas Pacific Railroad Company "to connect with the 
Union Pacific line at any point west of the initial 
point— the Missouri— deemed practicable or desirable, 
Congress facilitated the emergence of a powerful rival 
to the Union Pacific for one-half the length of the latter.' 
Congress also extended the Central Pacific line 150 miles

7John Bebo Galloway, The First Transcontinental 
Railroad: Central Pacific. Union Pacific (New York:
Simmons-Soardman', c. 1950; / pp. 241-42, 246*
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to the east of the western boundary of Nevada. On 
September 23# 1864, the Union Pacific Company awarded 
the contract for the first 100 miles of road to Herbert 
M. Hoxie, the contract specifying &50>Q00 per mile.
Thomas C. Durant, Vice-President .and General Manager 
of the Union Pacific, did not favor Peter Dey's awarding 
of contracts to small contractors, so he made arrange
ments with Hoxie, an employee of the company and a man 
of no financial standing, to bid for the first 100 miles 
of the road. The ultimate agreement was to include 
H. M. Hoxie1s subscription for $500,000 of Union Paci-
X
fio stock. .On October 4th the railroad company extended 
the contract to cover the distance -from the Missouri 
River to the 100th meridian, or 24? miles, Hoxie's 
subscription for stock to be jf1,000,000* Contractor 
Hoxie then assigned his contract to T. C. Durant, three 
other directors of the Union Pacific, and one stockholder, 
and the five men-became the contractor, formed a partner
ship, and agreed to subscribe for the building of the 
first 24? miles of road the amount of $1 ,600,000. When 
the partnership had contributed about twenty-five per
cent of the agreed amount, and could see no evidence 
of the line's progress in fulfillment of the terms of 
the Congressional enabling act, they assigned everything 
to the Credit Mobilier of America, further subscriptions
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to be utilized for the purchase of Credit Mobil!er 
stock. This corporate body became the contractor for 
the construction of the railroad, while providing a 
defense against all but corporate liability. 8

¿-Long before the Credit MobiTier had achieved a 
pinnacle of notoriety unprecedented in American business 
circles, the citizens of Omaha began viewing the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company, first with undisguised mis
trust and then with alarm. ) On April 5» 1865, the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company, without the formal approval 
of the President of the United States, proceeded to

Vstart work on the ox-bow line. President John A* Dix 
of the Union Pacific Company made formal application 
for approval of the change of route to the President 
on May 12, 1865* To this application he appended a 
report of Silas Seymour,» the company’s consulting engi
neer, which stated that it would cost $144,490 more to 
construct the fourteen miles on the original line be
tween the points of divergence and convergence, than 
to build the twenty-three miles of the new line between 
the same points. At the end of May, President Andrew

^Norton, Illustrated History of Nebraska. II, 
pp. 9Q-92n. Two years later on July 2, 1866, Congress 
authorized an indefinite extension of the Central Paci
fic line until it should meet that of the Union Pacific. 
Galloway, The First Transcontinental Railroad, pp. 208- 
209, 248.

" »M " * w lu'11' W  A  'I m
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Johnson sent an officer of the Army Engineers to make 
an impartial examination of both the original and, the 
ox-bow routes. Early in the year Thomas C. Durant had 
assured Augustus Kountze, Vice-President of the First 
National Bank and a Director of the Union Pacific Com-s m

pany that the commencement of' operations on the ox-bow 
route was aimed at the avoidance of steep grades, not 
at interference with Omaha as the eastern terminus of 
the road.9

¿But in contradiction to Durant's soothing words 
Consulting Engineer Silas Seymour informed a committee 
of inquiry in Council Bluffs and a citizens' committee 
from Omaha that, unless Congress woyld compensate for the 
nine miles of line connecting Omaha with the route he
advocated, he would comply in building the originally 
approved line from Omaha1, but on such, a grade as to 
render it uselessFurthermore, as spring progressed

^Morton, Illustrated History of Nebraska. I I ,  
pp. 93-96, 98. President Johnson approved the change 
in route upon the basis of the report of Colonel J. H. 
Simpson of the Army Engineers in the fall of 1865. 
Galloway on page 250 of The First Transcontinental Rail
road reiterates that the utility claimed for the ox-bow 
route was in its elimination of the sixty-six and eighty 
foot grades, and the Government provided that the change 
should only be made under these conditions. Yet the 
line as constructed' merely exchanged three miles of sixty 
and sixty-six foot grades for the elimination of one 
summit, while also retaining the Elkhom summit which 
was an eighty foot grade. The government commissioners 
accepted the road and bonds were issued upon it, which 
v/as a direct violation of the government order.
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steamers bringing railroad materials from St. Louis 
began unloading at Bellevue, approximately ten miles 
south of Omaha and close to the Papillion Greek and 
its Mud Creek tributary. At the.same time all work 
connected with the railroad in Omajja was suspended. It 
looked as though the Union Pacific Railroad Company was 
arbitrarily reallocating its eastern terminus to Bellevue, 
Nebraska. The people of Omaha addressed another state
ment to Vice-President Durant promising their support 
for the ox-bow line, if the construction of terminus 
appurtenances would be vigorously pursued in Omaha, 
and if the.Union Pacific Company certified that Omaha 
would be the sole terminal point for traffic crossing 
the Missouri River. To this Thomas Durant replied that 
the officials of the Union.Pacific would consult the 
interests of the road, notwithstanding forthcoming aid 
or the lack of it from the citizens of Omaha. He announ
ced 'that the company had had enough Interference* On 
June 1, 1865, Dr. Durant wired Jacob E. House, who was 
in charge of construction from Omaha, that the latter 
was to make arrangements for the construction of a tem
porary track from Bellevue to the junction without regard 
to grade. He continued with the statement that the grade 
could be changed when the permanent location was made, 
but meanwhile work was to begin at once at Bellevue, or
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the enterprise would be lost. Only a year remained of 
the three allotted for the construction of the first 
100 miles— the prerequisite to acquisition of a sizeable 
slice of government subsidy.10

V Also on June 1, 1865, Edward Creighton, Omaha’s 
foremost financier and first citizen in national fame, 
was the beneficiary of Dr. Durant’s reflections on the 
Union Pacific’s obligation to consult the road's best 
interests Durant wired him that Jacob House had 
Durant's reason for making the change, which the latter 
regretted as much as must Edward Creighton. The Omaha 
banker read further that, if the government insisted * 
upon the old location, the Union Pacific would still 
build from Bellevue first and complete the original 
line later* And, finally, Thomas Durant stressed that 
the line would lose business on high grades, must cross 
the river at another point and so would not require 
terminal buildings at Omaha. Thomas C. Durant wired

10Morton, Illustrated History of Nebraska. II, 
pp. 98-100, lOOn. Grenville Mellen Dodge,"""""Data Chrono
logically Arranged For Ready Reference in the Preparation 
of a Biography of Grenville Mellen Dodge, President of 
Sundry Railroad and Construction Companies, Late Chief 
Engineer of the 'Union Pacific Railroad Company, Member 
of Congress, Major-General in the War for the Preserva
tion of the Union, &c. &c. &c.," hereinafter referred to 
as the "Dodge Chronology" (Public Library, Council Bluffs 
Iowa), V, Part 1, 1864-65, pp* 843-44. Letter from Dr. 
George L. Miller, Omaha, Nebraska, dated. June 30, 1865, to General Grenville Mellen Dodge,
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Edward Creighton again on June 9th. In this message 
he reiterated that the railroad company would consult 
Its own best Interests, no matter how arbitrary Its 
decisions might appear. In a more threatening'vein he 
recommended that Creighton counsel Omaha against furtherm
opposition to the new location, for Durant would see 
to It that Omaha had no eastern rail connection, If It 
persisted In placing obstacles in the way of Union 
Pacific./ In the last sentence Durant threw in as the 
ultimate threat what had already indirectly been done.
He stated that the Union Pacific would apply to the 
President of -the United States for a change of terminus, 
if Omaha cast any more obstacles in the way of the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company. . On June 1, 1865, Edward 
Creighton conveyed the ultimatum of the people of Omaha 
to Thomas C. Durant* In a terse, simple and unmistakably 
clear manner he stated that Omaha’s citizenry would 
accept the ox-bow, or Mud Creek, route, but that perma
nent terminal buildings must be erected in Omaha immedi
ately. Further, "Omaha must be the only point of 
connection with the Missouri River; without this there 
will be trouble.

i-t-Morton, Illustrated History of Nebraska. II, 
p. 100v Dodge Chronology, V, Part 1, 1864-65, p* 845. 
Letter from Dr. George L. Miller, Omaha, Nebraska, dated 
June 30, 1865, to General Grenville Melien Dodge.



117

On June 16, Union Pacific personnel charged with
construction in Omaha resumed work in every department•
On the previous day the steamer, Mary E* Forsvth. had
arrived at the river landing from St. Louis, loaded
with items needed for railroad construction. J. A.*
Horbach, whose company served as the consignee for all 
railroad material.arriving in Omaha, informed the 
Nebraska Republican that four additional steamers were 
enroute from St. Louis carrying approximately twenty- 
five miles of railroad iron and a large consignment of 
spikes. The Republican expressed the optimistic hope 
\hat Omaha had "seen 'the end of the game of 1 fast and 
loose,’ so far as the construction £>f this great National 
Thoroughfare is concerned.11 The article expressed the
sentiment that it was "high time that some settled policy

« . *  * •

should be adopted in reference to it, and the work stead! 
ly pushed forward to an early completion." On June 30, 
the Republican announced as "Comingl Five locomotives 
and about thirty cars, for the Union Pacific Rail Road 
Company." The writer continued by saying that "the 
work of construction is being pushed forward with commen
dable rapidity, and we venture tin prediction that within 
the next sixty days the iron horse will have reached 
the Platte Valley on his way to the Pacific."12

1^Nebraska Republican (Omaha), June 16, 1865,pp. 3, 4; June 30, 1865, p. 3-
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On the same day, Dr. George L. Killer, life-long 
fighter on behalf of Omaha— in which avocation he emula
ted his respected friend, Edward Creighton— wrote in a 
somewhat less optimistic vein to General Grenville Mellen 
Dodge at the latter’s command headquarters in St. Louis. 
General Dodge, who had graduated from Norwich University 
of Vermont in 1850 as a civil arid military engineer, 
had worked his way west to Council Bluffs, Iowa, survey
ing routes for the rapidly expanding railroads. Between 
the years 1853 to 1861 he had frequently departed from 
his home in Council Bluffs to explore the country west 
of the Missouri River. His reconnaissance had taken 
him to the Rocky Mountains, which „he had examined from 
North to South in order to satisfy his engineer’s curiosity 
as to the best point for a transcontinental railroad to 
surmount this rugged barrier. In 1858, Abraham Lincoln, 
who had served as legal counsel for railroads, had met 
twenty-seven year old Engineer Dodge in Council Bluffs,, 
and had questioned him on his conclusions as to the best 
route for a- transcontinental railroad. Five years later 
General Ulysses Grant had ordered Grenville M, Dodge, 
then in command of the District of Corinth, Mississippi, 
to report to President Lincoln at Washington. President 
Lincoln had been interested in probing the knowledge of 
Engineer Dodge as to the initial point along the Missouri
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River for the Union Pacific Railroad and as to its 
westward route. General Dodge in later years stated 
that his conversation with the President in 1863 had 
left him fully convinced that Abraham Lincoln had in
tended his Executive Orders fixing the eastern terminus

m

of the Union Pacific line to have placed it on the 
western border of the State of Iowa, opposite the City 
of Omaha, and not in the middle of the Missouri R i v e r .13 
Thus, Miller was addressing an Iowan with Interests and 
prejudices at least partially contradictory to those of
Omaha.

In his letter to Dodge, Dr. Miller requested him 
to intercede between Omaha and Thomas C. Durant to 
obtain a definite promise that the eastern terminus of 
the road would remain in the Nebraska city. Dr. Miller 
feared its removal to another point on the western shores 
of the Missouri and related to General Dodge that Durant 
had told Edward Creighton in a telegram that he would 
make no promises to Omaha. He continued with the news 
that Peter Dey was in town, possibly awaiting the arrival 
of the engineer sent by President Johnson, but that he,

13Dodge Chronology, V, Part 1, 1864-65, pp. 843- 
46. Letter from Dr. George L. Miller, Omaha, Nebraska, 
dated June 30, 1865, to General Grenville Mellen Dodge. 
Edwin L. Sabin, Building the Pacific Railway (Philadelphia 
and London: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1919)', pp. 75-76. 
Galloway, The First Transcontinental Railroad."0 0 . 234-
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Edward Creighton and Enos Lowe had failed a few hours 
earlier in an attempt to visit the Union Pacific’s engi
neer. Miller, nevertheless, understood that Dey "believed 
that, should the Mud Creek route be accepted, Omaha 
would be abandoned in favor of Bellevue and that Omahansm
should therefore either fight or surrender to Durant. 
Miller Informed Dodge, that a significant number of citi
zens of both Council Bluffs and Omaha as well as a 
majority of the news media of the two cities had con
cluded that Thomas Durant was working a deception. He 
continued, "I think Creighton, Dr. Lowe, etc. are unde
ceived, though I know Creighton to be against a conflict 
with the Company," As to the general, Dr. Miller won
dered if the former had been "misled by Durant to place 
too small importance upon the danger which Mud Creek 
threatens with a view t*o ultimate crossings at Bellevue." 
The events of the next year would prove that Miller was 
correct in suspecting that Dodge— the engineer— might 
favor the Mud Creek route A 4

Yet Edward Creighton and Dr. Killer regained hope 
for their city when on July 10, 1865, the first rail of 
the Union Pacific Railroad was laid within its bounds.

l4Dodge Chronology, V, Part 1 , 1864-65, pp. 843- 
46. Letter from Dr. George L. Miller, Omaha, Nebraska, 
dated June 30, 1865, to General Grenville Melien Dodge.



And on October 20, with fifteen miles of track completed, 
they participated in the excursion along it in honor of 
General William Tecumseh Sherman*a visit to the city,
It was an occasion for jubilation* Participation was 
by invitation only• Among the many businessmen and 
politicians present were Union Pacific Vice-President 
Thomas G• Durant and Territorial Governor Alvin Saunders* 
Flags wrapped the General Sherman, the engine of the 
excursion train, and the national emblem floated from 
each of the cars which it drew. Dr*. Miller, who had
been editing the city's newest paper, the Omaha Herald.\
for almost a month, was almost, but not quite at a loss 
for words with which to acquaint his-readers with the 
delights of the memorable occasion. Perhaps because of 
the "proximity of bottles and„tumblers, well-supplied 
with -the 'best brands'" during the jaunt, or because 
of the products of the wine department embracing "genuine 
* Heidsick' 11 which during the consumption of the superb 
collation "flowed freely, inspiring the highest state 
of social hilarity," the editor lost his notes of the 
afternoon's speeches. He easily recreated, however, 
the expressions of admiration for both Sherman and the 
Union Pacific voiced by the ranking citizens of the 
area. Edward Creighton was among the Omaha civic 
leaders who also proposed to honor and perhaps win over

121
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Thomas G. Durant with a public dinner, but the Union 
Pacific executive’s business affairs compelled him to 
leave town before such an affair could be heIdAS

The builders of the Union Pacific settled down 
-to the hard work needed to complete,, their project. In 
January of 1866, Edward Creighton was able to wire 
General Grenville M. Dodge that the government com
missioners had passed over the first forty miles of 
the Union Pacific road and had wired the Secretary of 
the Interior that it was "in super order." On May 30, 
1866, Major-General Dodge's resignation from the army■ 
was accepted. „He was about to become the chief engineer 
for the construction of the Union Pacific Railroad, 250 
miles of which were completed by the end of 1866. Gen
eral Dodge's first assignment as chief engineer of the 
Union Pacific was to examine the Missouri River from 
the mouth of the Platte to Florence to ascertain at 
what point it would prove most consistent with good 
engineering practices to have a railroad bridge cross 
the Missouri River. The chief engineer reported on 
December 3, 1866, after a thorough preliminary examina
tion, that the crossing at Childs' Mill, about eight 
miles south of the terminal point in Omaha, and which

15Omaha Herald, October 20, 1865, p. 1: October 27, 1865, p. 1.



would have sent trains through a ravine to Mud Creek, 
had the most engineering advantages. His employers 
replied upon receiving his report by instructing their 
chief engineer to continue his examinations keeping in 
mind the commercial factors to he considered in locating 
the bridge. The eastern terminus of the road was Omaha, 
and at least five sturdy brick shops had risen in the 
city to maintain the rolling stock. On January 15,
1867, G-. M. Dodge reported to Union Pacific officialdom 
in favor of the Mississippi and Missouri River Railroad 
crossing in Omaha, approximately four miles north of 
the Childs' Mill location. This was not, however, the 
end of the bridge question, nor did friction cease 
between officials of the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
and some of the major business interests in Omaha.16

In order to become the site of the bridge whose 
presence would insure the maintenance of the terminal 
in Omaha, the city and its people were willing to offer 
subsidies additional to those already given the railroad. 
Oliver Ames, one of the Union Pacific's promoters, in 
writing to Grenville M. Dodge in March of 1868 noted

l^Dodge Chronology, V, Part 2, 3.865-66, p. 1436, 
Telegram from E. Creighton, Omaha, dated January 6, 1866, 
to General Grenville M. Dodge. Sabin, Building the 
Pacific Railway, p. 76. Galloway, The First Transconti
nental Railroad, pp. 288-89» Morton, Illustrated History 
of Hebraska, II, pp. Il6n, 120-21.
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that Omaha was making a valiant struggle for the bridge, 
and might win the prize "if her offers are liberal."
Hear the end of the same month the Union Pacific Board 
of Directors informed its chief engineer that it had 
adopted, unanimously, "the South Omaha crossing."

m

Omaha's liberal offer included the donation of depot 
grounds, right of way and $250,000 in either city or 
county bonds. Council Bluffs specified its donations 
to be a quarter section immediately north of the one 
owned by the Union Pacific, right of way, depot buildings 
to be erected at its expense, and $200,000 in city or 
county bonds. £Finally completed in 1872, the bridge's 
high spans were a monument to the „determination of Edward 
Creighton and other Omahans that their city should reap 
the benefits of the transcontinental railroad.1?;,

lTDodge Chronology, VII, 1868, Letter from Oliver 
Ames, North Easten, dated March 22, 1868, to Grenville 
M. Dodge, p. 218; Letter from Benj. F. Ham, New York, 
dated March 28, 1868, to G. M. Dodge, pp. 243-44.
Sorenson in his History of Omaha From the Pioneer Days 
to the Present Time, page 242, says the company never 
received the bonds from Council Bluffs. Morton, Illus
trated History of Nebraska. IT, p. 119n. Savage,
History of the City of Omaha, pp. 398-99. Omaha•in two 
special elections on July 13, 1868 and January 18, 1869 
voted bond issues totaling $200,000 to pay for right of 
way and depot grounds in the city. This was in addition 
to twelve acres of land on the table land and a collection 
of lots from a variety of other localities. On July 13, 
1868, Douglas County voted a $250,000 bond issue to aid 
in securing the location of and in constructing a rail
road bridge across the Missouri. It took four years and 
two bridge companies to construct the bridge. A special
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Although, the citizens of Omaha were outstanding 
contributors to the cause of the Union Pacific Railroad, 
as well as what they persisted in evaluating as most 
beneficial to their own progress and prosperity, at 
■least one local official of the railroad— Webster Snyder, 
its general superintendent— -expressed his distaste for 
the local business interests in general, and for the 
First national Bank, or Kountze, Creighton and associates, 
in particular. Superintendent Snyder maintained that 
his popularity rating hinged upon a lavish disbursement 
of free passes and half rates to local shippers of freight. 
In the most- impartial and civil manner Snyder bestowed 
passes and special, rates upon no Omahan. Webster Snyder 
was especially unhappy when in February, 1868, half the 
contractors’ deposits and business was transferred from 
the Omaha National Bank'to the First National. He 
bluntly stated that "Creighton probably worked the change 
by help of a party from here." He continued by saying 
that "Millard and Caldwell /Omaha National Bank/ have

act of Congress, approved February 24, 1871, authorized 
the Union Pacific Railroad Company to issue bonds to 
the amount of $2,500,000 to construct and maintain this 
bridge, which was completed March 14, 1872 at the cost 
of $1,750,000. This structure bore but a single track 
and no provision for foot passengers or teams as provided 
for in Its charter. A foot passenger could only cross 
the bridge after acquiring a special pass at the cost 
of fifty cents each.
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always helped the road while Creighton and Kountze 
would not." Previous to this in his note to G-renville 
M. Dodge he had said that "if Omaha had built the whole 
or any part of this road, its merchants might claim 
some special favors."18

ns

, Edward Creighton was not hesitant in using the 
contents of his wallet in keeping faith with his city, 
particularly in its single-minded drive to be the eastern 
terminus of the Union Pacific Railroad. The Inventory 
of his estate attested to the fact that he had. invested 
at least $50,000 in Omaha City and Douglas County bonds 
and in the firm of Coe & Carter, railroad tie contractors 
and live stock dealers* In addition, Creighton himself 
in 1868 fulfilled a contract to grade forty miles of 
the Union Pacific line terminating near Bridger Station 
in western Wyoming., <<Cn 1869, the veteran telegraph 
builder directed the construction of the Union Pacific 
telegraph line'from North Platte, Nebraska and the 
Western Union line from Laramie City, Wyoming, both wires 
terminating at historic Promontory Point, Utaht^

l^Dodge Chronology, VII, 1868, pp. 91-93* Letter 
from W. Snyder, Omaha, Nebraska, dated February 7, 1868, 
to Grenville M. Dodge.

19Warrant & Inventory, Estate of Edward Creighton, 
Filed June 16, 1875, File #245 * Pages 3 and 4 under 
"Inventory of Notes and Securities &c. belonging to the 
Est. of E. Creighton" indicate he had held Omaha City 
bonds amounting to $7,900, and Douglas County bonds in



On May 10, 1869, the telegraph wires erected under 
Edward Creighton’s direction to Promontory Point relayed
to all parts of the United States the blows driving the 
last spike Into the transcontinental .railroad. Omaha's
parade celebrating the occasion Included a wagon bearing

in -

poles strung with wire and an operator at a table, acting 
out the part of the dispatcher of lightning. The wagon's 
banner read, "The Pacific Telegraph— projected and con
structed by a citizen of Omaha." Edward Creighton was 
a unique addition to those visionaries, promoters and 
builders sharing In the moment captured for history on

the amount of |4,000. On page 1 under this heading is 
an item as follows: Oct 31, 74, Coe & Carter, ^40,000.
The amount is in both the due and owing and asset columns.
J. M. Wolfe, compiler, Wolfe's Omaha Directory for 1874-5 
(Omaha, Nebraska: J. M. Wolfe, Publisher, 1874)," p". 83, 
first lists Coe & Carter, railroad tie contractors and 
live stock dealers, office No. 17 Hellmer's Block, south
west corner 13th and Farnam. On a double ledger sheet 
in Edward Creighton's estate file, #245, headed "John A. 
Creighton, Administrator, In Acc't with Estate of Edward 
Creighton," there are two items in reference to Coe & 
Carter under Receipts, as follows: Nov. 25, 1874, Coe & 
Carter, checks UPRRCo., |l5,000; Dec. 24, 1874, Coe & 
Carter, UPRR checks, |l5,000; P* Raymond Nielson, "Edward 
Creighton and the Pacific Telegraph," Mid-America: An 
Historical Review. XXIV (January, 1942), p. 74. Carlyle 
N. Klise, "The First Transcontinental Telegraph" (unpub
lished Master's thesis, Department of History, State 
University of Iowa, 1937), pp. 90-91. "Edward Creighton," 
Journal of the Telegraph.. Ill (No. 13, Whole No. 62)
( June 1, 1870*), p. 154. Robert Horner Burns, Andrew 
Springs G-illespie, and Willing Cray Richardson, Wyoming*s 
Pioneer Ranches (Laramie, Wyoming: Top-Of-The-World 
Press, 1955), p. 12.
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a spring day in 1869 • £  Not one, cut, doth of the major 
national projects of the last half of the nineteenth 
century achieved their end, in part, because this 
Irishman contributed to the means the. whole of his 
tremendous vigor of mind and body. 20 )

\

20l/akeley, Omaha « I, p. 250. Omaha Herald, May 
12, 1869, p. 1 .



CHAPTER V

HIS OLD THEATER OF WEAR AND TEAR

As if to lighten the chaotic Spring of 1868, during 
which Edward Creighton had to make the decision between 
urging his fellow Omahans<to let the"Union Pacific 
Company locate the Missouri River bridge where it chose 
or to bind themselves to an enormous financial obliga
tion to acquire the bridge for their city, John A. 
.Creighton returned from Montana,^ John, with his bonhomie, 
his zest for life enlarged after five successful years 
in Virginia City and his knack for story-telling, 
reintroduced his brother to the youthful anticipation 
of each new venture. John had left Virginia City along 
with the rest of its young, ambitious inhabitants, for 
the Alder G-ulch placers, ;which had so recently been 
the foremost gold producers of the territory, were dead 
or dying. The community in the southeastern portion of 
the territory, having sprouted and blossomed so pro-lifi- 
cally in a year, was giving way to Helena, whose advantage 
combined proximity to the Missouri River and Fort Benton 
with ponsesslon of the barely tapped Last Chance gold 
mines. Prior to starting out for his Montana adventures,
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John Creighton had met Sarah.Emily Wareham, the attrac
tive, dark-haired, gentle and sweetly retiring younger 
sister to Edward’s wife, who had first visited her 

“ brother-in-law and sister in their Omaha home in 1862. 
■Edward Creighton was extremely fon$ of both his young 
sisters-in-law, Sarah Emily who first visited his home 
when twenty-two, and Mary Wareham, eleven years Emily's 
junior, who later journeyed to Omaha to visit her two 
married sisters. "Kindly and accomplished," Sarah 
Emily Wareham proved such a delightful addition to the 
Edward Creighton household and to the frontier communi-

ity s social circles that Omaha managed to claim much 
more of her time from 1862 to 1868', than did her native 
Dayton, Ohio. Educated in a convent school In Dayton 
and possessing a rich alto, voice, she joined the choir 
of St. Mary's Catholic Church on Eighth Street between 

' Harney and Howard in Omaha. Vincent Burkley, his wife, 
daughter, niece- and nephew, who were the choir, found 
in.the Wareham girls, first Sarah Emily, then Mary, two 
gifted and welcome additions to their sparse, ranks.1

lp. A. Mullens, S. J., Creighton: Biographical 
Sketches of Edward Creighton. John A. Creighton, Mary 
Lucret-ia Creighton, Sarah Emily Ore 1 ghton (Omaha, 
Nebraska: Creighton University, 19017, pp. 44-45, 63- 
64. James H. Mills, "Reminiscences of an Editor," 
Contributions To The- Historical Society of Montana With 
Its. Transactions. Officers and Members (Helena. Montana.i 
Independent Publishing.Company, 190477 V, pp. 284-85. 
Scrapbook in the possession of Mrs. A. V. Kinsler of
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^The singular joy which Edward Creighton experienced 
in doting upon his young brother and sister-in-law was 
enhanced when at 6:00 A.M.. on June 9, 1868, the Right 
Reverend Bishop James Myles O'Gorman officiated at the 
marriage of John A. Creighton to Sarah Emily Wareham^
The ceremony took place in.St. Philomena's Cathedral, 
which Bishop 0*Gorman had dedicated only, two and one- 
half months before on March 29, Passion Sunday. Of the 
#60,000 it was estimated the cathedral cost, Edward 
Creighton donated #13,000. The high altar of the church 
was especially beautiful. This gift of Mary Lucretia 
Creighton was of purest white Italian marble. Its * 
acquisition had not been without its headaches to both 
Edward Creighton and Bishop 0*Gorman. The former refused 
to give security for the #4,900 altar, considering his 
position as the wealthiest man in Nebraska sufficient

Omaha, Nebraska (Mary Lucretia Schenk Kinsler), niece 
by marriage of Edward and John A. Creighton, herein
after referred to as the "Kinsler Scrapbook." Inserted 
between pages 80 and 81 of the scrapbook Is an article 
entitled A Galaxy of Nebraska Women," covering pages 
14 and 15-of The Omaha Excelsior, and containing brief 
biographical sketches of Mary Lucretia, Sarah Emily' 
and Mary Ware-ham, and of their mother, Mrs. David 
Wareham. Although undated, the paper was issued after 
the death of Mary Wareham Schenk in 1897 and before 
the death of John A. Creighton in 1907. Also,' on page 
78,_column 3, Kinsler Scrapbqok, there is an undated 
article from Catholic America on the death of Sarah Emily 
Creighton— September 30, 1888. Frank J. Burkley, The 
Faded Frontier (Omaha, Nebraska: Burkley Envelope and 
Printing Co., 1935), p. 85. Henry W. Casper, S. J., 
History of the Catholic Church in Nebraska: The Church 
on the Northern Plains. 1838-1874 ̂ Milwaukee: Bruce 
Press, 1960), pp. 50, 123.
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guarantee for the sculptors in New York. With the 
'altar1s arrival depending upon proper security Bishop 
’O'Gorman guaranteed Edward Creighton's. part of the 
contract* But on this June morning John Andrew, the 
sole member of Edward Creighton's iqpediate family to 
attend college,, was only concerned with his wedding, 
and perhaps to a lesser extent with the unique privilege 
of having a Bishop officiate in an edifice to no little 
extent the result of his brother's munificence. Four 
hours after the 6:00 A.M. ceremony "the happy pair left 
for a tour of the East. 11 ̂ Upon their return they moved 
into the brick house at 324 Chicago Street, which 
Edward Creighton had built for his -bride. The two 
Creighton families "kept open house always" and early 
Omahans gravitated towards the simple and gracious 
hospitality and gay times associated with the home of
the two Creighton brothers and their serene and charming 
wives.2 \

2Kinsler Scrapbook, newspaper item, page 4, column 
qA pafeo,14 --e 0maha Excelsior insert between pages tiO and 81 of the scrapbook. Mullens, Creighton, p.- 64. 
Casper, The Church on the Northern Plains, pp. 99-100. 
¿70-/'ln, ¿76-83. On May 26, 1865» Edward Creighton 
reputedly donated $2,000 with which Bishop O'Gorman 
pruchased Lots 1 and 2, Block 153, on the southwest 
corner oi Ninth and Harney Streets, upon which the 
cathedral was erected. Included in his $13,000 dona
tion was the price of the high altar. J. M. Wolfe, compiler, Omaha Directory ~ '
Omaha Daily Herald, 1870), p. 82,for 1870 (Omaha, Nebraska:
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With his marriage and wedding trip behind him
John Andrew Creighton, almost thirty-seven, began in
earnest to cultivate the friendship with Omaha and its
residents which would endure for close to forty years.
With his feet planted squarely under him, and carrying* _
"his big, broad head" proudly on a powerful, erect 
frame, he greeted old friends and new with an interesting 
story and hearty laugh.KJohn went into the grocery 
business with Frank C. Morgan in the 200 block on Farnam 
Street. ) The company, first named J. A. Creighton & Co.,
dealt in groceries, provisions, flour and liquors.
\By 1874 the two wholesale grocers and commission mer
chants functioned under the name of,. Creighton & M o r g a n .3 
In May, 1869, John A. Creighton and Sarah Emily Creighton 
became the parents of a baby daughter--Lucretia. The 
addition of an infant to- the household was a joyous
event to all four adults in the home on Chicago Street, 
but the joy was of only eleven months duration, for 
on April 9, 1870, the little girl died. Only seven

^Kinsler Scrapbook, page 4, column 3, newspaper 
item. Mullens, Creighton, pp. 45, 51• Father Mullens 
states that in 1870 John became senior member of a firm 
for the forwarding of merchandise from Corinne, Utah, to 
Montana, retaining an interest in that business until 
1879• J. M. Wolfe, compiler, Omaha Directory for 1870 
(Omaha, Nebraska: Omaha Daily Heraldf 1870), p. 82.
J. M. Wolfe, compiler, Wolfe’s Omaha Directory for 
1874-5 ( Omaha, Nebraska : J. M. Wolfe, •. Publisher, 1874),
p. 188.
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years before Edward and Mary Lucretla had burled their 
own five-year-old boy, and now they sorrowed to see the 
younger couple, of whom they were so fond, enduring 
the same agony. The Creightons, burled the baby next 
to her grandfather, David A. Wareham, in Holy Sepulchre 
Cemetery. John Creighton took his wife on a journey 
to the Pacific coast through Colorado and Utah to 
lighten the grief that was placing such a strain on 
her delicate frame. When they returned to Omaha, Sarah 
Emily was able to follow the lead of her sister, concen
trating. on a multitude of charities, individual and 
\
institutional. Companions to the fragrant blossoms . 
she loved to have scattered in her own home adorned the 
altars of several Catholic churches in the city through
the years, and her love of and gift for liturgical 
music resulted- in more than one outstanding Catholic 
choir in the city.4

Neither Edward nor John disassociated themselves
from the continued development of the territories west

4xinsler Scrapbook, pages 14 and 15 of The Omaha 
Excelsior insert between pages 80 and 8l of the scrap
book; newspaper item, page 82, column 1 ; newspaper item 
from the Catholic Telegraph, page 77, column 3» James 
W. Savage, John T. Bell, and Consul ¥. Butterfield, 
History of the City of Omaha, Nebraska and South Omaha 
(New York and Chicago: Munsell & Company, 1894), p.
352. Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, on the north side of 
Leavenworth Street, was at this time about two to three 
miles west of the city limits. Mullens, Creighton, 
pp. 65-67.
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of the Missouri. Edward Creighton continued his interest 
in furthering Catholicism in the new country. In 1869, 
he indirectly assisted the work of Father Peter Jean 
'DeSmet, S. J., for many years the single Jesuit who 
-evangelized Indian and white and raised money to extend 
religion through the upper Missouri basin. Father DeSmet 
had induced five Sisters of Charity and a young lay- 
woman with musical ability to come on a mission to 
.Helena, Montana. The Sisters reached Omaha on October 
1 , 1869, their superioress having ¡¿430 in cash to cover 
the train trip from Omaha to Corinne, Utah, and then 
the journey by stage coach to Helena. Father DeSmet 
had requested Father John Curtis, .first pastor of St. 
Philomena's Cathedral, to arrange the journey to Helena 
for the group, and Father Curtis, noting the stage trip 
alone would be §450, brought the matter to the attention 
of Edward Creighton, the major benefactor among the 
Catholics of Omaha* Creighton interceded with the stage 
company to obtain for the Sisters and their youthful 
companion a rate commensurate with their limited resources. 
Edward Creighton’s identification with the development 
of Catholicism in the Wyoming Territory manifested 
itself in his §200 contribution to the §2,661.83 expen
ded over a period of four years in the construction
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of St. Lawrence1s Catholic Church In Laramie.5
^ Edward Creighton’s merchant brother, John, who 

had piled his trade In the midst of the enormously 
productive placers of Alder Gulch, Montana for five 
years, became ultimately the financier of mining ven- 
tures In place of the merchant. At his death he owned
93*094 shares of mining stock worth $160,435« Nor did

/the west forget John A. Creighton." On October 25* 
1873, the Historical Society of Montana, meeting in 
Helena, unanimously adopted a resolution electing John 
A. Creighton, among others, an honorary member of the 
Historical Society of Montana. 6

Edward Creighton' s knack for „-selecting the right 
men for the right tasks, to the end of the increase of 
his own fortune, was a two-edged sword. The faithful 
agents carved out empires of their own with the aid 
not only of the almost unerring business judgment of 
Edward Creighton, but of the vast financial resources

5Casper, The Church on the Northern Plains, pp. 
pp. 7-8, 209-10, 225-26, 242,

^Inventory, Estate of John A, Creighton, Filed 
July 12, 1907, File #4420, County Court House, Omaha, 
Douglas County, Nebraska, p. 2. 58,000 shares of stock
in the Vfabash Mining Co. at |5 per share resulted in
11000.* 11 Contributions To The Historical Society of Mon
tana; With Its Transactions. Act of incorporation. 
Constitution, Ordinances. Officers and Members (Helena, 
Montana: Rocky Mountain Publishing Company, 1876), I, 
pp. 14, 31-32.
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he had at his disposal../ The cattle range business was 
one in which Edward Creighton could watch young men in 
whom he had placed great faith developing into pioneer 
builders in replica of his own mold.< Creighton himself 
had grazed his first animals west ofwthe Missouri during
the winter of 1859\ During this winter and for the/'
next seven years he had grazed mostly work oxen— those 
drawing supplies for the laborers erecting telegraph 
lines and the freight wagons destined for Denver, Salt 
Lake City and Virginia City, Montana*/ He had early 
perceived the great future the west offered to livestock
V
raisers, and that it could provide the whole of the United 
States with wool, mutton, beef and horses for a hundred 
years hence, even should the population increase to the 
density of that of Europe, at^half the present prices 
eastern stock' raisers demanded. / He had seen particular 
opportunity in the area around Laramie Peak. There, 
as Charles Brown, Creighton’s perceptive secretary of 
transcontinental telegraph building days had noted, 
abundant grass and streams, accompanied by enough brush 
to give some protection from winter storms, made the 
area ideal for year-round pasturage.7

7"Edward Creighton," Journal of the Telegraph.
Ill (No. 13, Whole No. 62) Ĵune" 1 , 1870), p. 154*
Robert Homer Burns, Andrew Springs Gillespie and Willing 
Gay Richardson, Wyoming’s Pioneer Ranches (Laramie, 
Wyoming: Top-Of-The-World Press, 1955), p. 58. Edward
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In 1868 when his grading contract with the Union 
Pacific was completed near Bridger Station in western 
Wyoming,. Edward Creighton provided the financial backing 
for a three-way partnership in the ranching business, 
to be carried on in the Laramie Valley. The two menm
he financed as partners were Thomas Alsop, and Charles 
H. Hutton, both thirty-six, the former born in England, 
the latter in Canada. Both of these men had toiled with 
Edward Creighton on and off for the past eight years* 
Charlie Hutton had worked with him on the construction 
of the first transcontinental telegraph, and, along with 
Tom Alsop, had worked with the Omaha banker on the . 
latter's last major grading contract— that with the 
Union Pacific for forty miles of roadbed• Thomas Alsop 
had captained freight trains for Edward Creighton, run
ning the Omaha to Salt*Lake City to Virginia City,

Creighton's comments on his grazing experiences were 
directed to Dr. Hiram Latham in a letter written in 
1870. Dr. Latham, who had come to Wyoming as Chief 
Surgeon for the Union Pacific, saw the potential of the 
area and became Its greatest propagandist. Articles 
from his pen, including letters such as the one from 
Creighton, appeared in the Omaha Herald during the spring 
and summer of 1870, and at the behest of the Union Paci
fic Railroad Company were put out in pamphlet form under 
the title, Trans-Missouri, Stock Raising: The Pasture 
Lands of North America, and printed by the Herald in 1871. 
Charles H. Brown, "My Experiences on the Plains in. 1861 
In Assisting in the Construction of the First Telegraph 
Line Across the Continent" (Hew York City, Western Union 
Telegraph Company Library, 17091-621.38209B), pp. 80-81.
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Montana, route for at least three years. Tom Alsop
reputedly had had to abandon fifty bull teams in a
snowstorm in 1863 near the summit of Sherman Hill between
Cheyenne and Laramie, Wyoming. He and his men had managed
-to reach Omaha safely on horseback, and the following*
spring, once again heading westward, they had stopped 
in the vicinity of Sherman Hill hoping to find some of 
the abandoned oxen alive. After a week of searching 
they had found the stock, not only alive, but "thriving 
and in good flesh," as if to prove the area’s virtue 
as grazing land. As Creighton’s ranching partners, 
the two men made their first headquarters at the Stage 
Crossing of the Big Laramie Riveru eight miles south
west of Laramie City.®

Creighton and hia partners had begun their venture 
at a strategic moment. 'The mining camps, military 
forts and construction of the transcontinental railroad 
all encouraged the raising of livestock on the western

8Burns, Wyoming’s Pioneer Ranches, pp. 12, 149. 
John Bratt, Trails of Yesterday (Lincoln, Chicago and 
Dallas: The University Publishing Company, 1921), p.
145. John Bratt, born in England in 1842, came to 
America when twenty-one or twenty-two, gravitated to the 
west, drove freight wagons for Coe & Carter (the same 
men Edward Creighton loaned money to for the railroad 
tie and livestock commission business in the 1870's) and 
became a pioneer rancher around North Platte, Nebraska. 
Robert H. Burns, "The Laramie Plains," The Westerner, 
VIII (Number 3) (May, 1945), p- 38. Robert H. Burns, 
"The Famous Heart Ranch," The Westerner . VIII (Number 6) 
(July, 1945), pp. 17-18.-



grasslands for food, rather than motive power* The 
extension of the Central Pacific and the Union Pacific 
in 1868 to their place of meeting a year later in Utah 
meant that the need for oxen to draw great freight trains

the pioneer, not only in making the transition from 
the grazing of freight teams to the large-scale produc 
tion of "beef cattle, hut . in the establishment of such 
livestock operations in the intermountain country on 
the Laramie Plains. The courage to gamble and the 
willingness to accept the challenge of arduous labor
established the Creighton-Hutton-Alsop venture as thè 
strong thread from which was woven-the very fabric of 
the Territory and State of Wyoming'̂ ) The heroes of Dr. 
Hiram Latham's pamphlet, which was sent to Europe as 
well as to the eastern‘United States, were the products 
of the industry and vision of men such as these— great 
beef herds. Not only did Edward Creighton acquire inter
national prestige, but the Union Pacific Railroad Com
pany leased many sections of Wyoming land through the 
agency of Dr.. Latham's pamphlet.9

.was almost a thing of the pas " Creight on was

uuBj.uess aismncm *



¿fBy 1870 Edward Creighton, Thomas Alsop and Charles 
Hutton were wintering 8,000 head of cattle on the Big 
Laramie.) In the- summer of that same year Edward Creighton 
financed the first fIodic of sheep to be brought into 
Albany County, Wyoming. There were approximately 3,000

m
head— known as Mexican sheep—-and they came through 
•the winter in an open corral, devoid of shed or wind
break, in fine shape. The following winter the Creighton- 
Hutton-Alsop combination enlarged their experiment, and 
several newcomers joined the Wyoming sheep raisers 
after reading Dr. Latham’s pamphlet. <Ed Creighton and 
his partners incorporated into their flock some of the 
"small and wrinkly type of Merino," imported from Indi
ana, Ohio and Missouri, divided the flock into about 
five bunches and ran them in as many places adjacent 
to good water supplies.^ On February 10, 1871, a blizzard 
began, its snow fall lasting for some forty days, sup
plemented by another severe storm on the 15th of April.
Of the major portion of the flock— 2,500— one of Charlie 
Hutton's men brought in 300 after the April storm.10

l°Burns, Wyoming's Pioneer Ranches, pp. 57» 60, 
538-42. Robert H. Homer was one of the newcomers as 
the result, of the Latham pamphlet. lie and Frank Sargent 
invested all they had in 2,250 sheep, and came out of 
the storm with six. Knowing Charles Hutton's success to 
have been a contributing factor to the optimism of Dr. 
Latham's pamphlet, Homer gave Hutton the six remaining 
sheep. Despite the setback Homer stayed in1Wyoming,
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Despite such heavy losses, Edward Creighton and 
his associates continued to expand their operations.
By the fall of 1872 the Creighton herds were grazing 
in an area covering about fifteen by. twenty miles, and 
included 4,000 cows, 3,600 calves, 1,000 two-year-olds, 
500 yearlings, and "3,500 Texas cattle averaging 1,300 
pounds liveweight." In addition, the blooded stock, 
mostly cows, numbered 400 head. The Creighton bulls 
were Durhams from Ohio. The partners' sheep numbered 
10,000, plus 3,000 lambs. Incorporated in these numbers 
were the cattle Edward Creighton had recently been 
grazing in eastern Nebraska, since the profits for - 
prime beef from the Laramie Plains,, had proved to be 
three times greater than for cattle fattened, in Nebraska. 
Five miles of fencing enclosed the ranch’s hay grounds 
and pasture for riding.stock«/- Altogether the Creighton- 
Kutton-Alsop investment approximated $300,000. The 
initial investment for pioneers such as these had been > 
limited to that necessary for the purchase of stock, for 
the range, was not only open, but free in every sense of 
the word.) Although a law of July 25, 1868 had provided

and became one of her foremost producers of prime sheep 
and the president of a bank in Laramie. The man whom 
the elements defeated as a stockman was Dr. Hiram Latham, 
the territory’s publicist. In 1873 he was writing .his 
Wyoming friends from Japan where he was connected with 
an educational commission.
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for the establishment of a territorial government in 
Wyoming, it was three years before Charles Hutton, 
listed by the records in Laramie, Wyoming, as Albany 
County's first homesteader, acquired a patent for a 
homestead. By this time he and his partners owned a 
good many animals fattening up on the grasses of Albany 
County.11

/Besides raising their own stock, the partners by 
1870 were purchasing cattle in Colorado, and driving 
them to North Platte, Nebraska, for loading onto freight 
cars of the Union Pacific.^ Omaha and Kansas City, the 
termini of the Union Pacific and Kansas Pacific Rail
roads, were prospering from the eastern demand for this 
new western raw material.^ In 1870 a half-million dol
lars in cattle money passed through the First National 
Bank of Omaha, and Kansas City banks handled three

11Ibid., pp. 60, 150. Edward Everett Dale, The 
Range Cattle Industry: Ranching on the Great Plains 
From 1865 to 1925 (2d ed.; Norman; University of Oklahoma 
Press,I960),p. 68. I. S. Bartlett, ed., History of 
Wyoming (3 vols., Chicago: The S. J. Clarke Publishing 
Company, 1918), I, p. 165« Addendum to ohotostatic copy 
of article entitled "The Laramie Plains,11 from The'
Westerner (Kay, 1945), all of which was sent to the 
author by the Western Archives Department of the Uni
versity of Wyoming, Laramie, Wyoming. The Central Union 
Agriculturist (Omaha), V (No. 10), October, 1873, p.
305, indicated Edward Creighton’s interest in the im
provement of his stock in noting that a thoroughbred 
bull and grade cattle from the herd of Omaha's pioneer 
cattleman, Edward Creighton, enhanced the exhibits at 
the first annual Washington County Fair held at Blair, Nebraska.y
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dollars of the same as the result vf the season's stock 
business From being merely suppliers of the railroad 
builders and the forts in their own immediate vicinity, 
Creighton, Hutton and Alsop turned their major efforts 
towards the five-year-old Union Stockyards of Chicago*
In 1872 the Omaha Live Stock Market at 23rd and Cumings 
Streets saw a great deal of Edward Creighton* Over the 
three month period— August to November— the Omaha cattle
man sold through his home market 753 steers and 340

/cows, and purchased 99 steers and 38 cows.1?
Edward Creighton endeavored to join his partners 

in Wyoming for the annual summer round-up, affording- 
himself a welcome respite from the-pressures which 
barred the financier from the life of freedom and move
ment in the open spaces which he loved. In Wyoming 
the Qmahan could lay aside for a few days the cares of 
business as the guest of Charlie Hutton with his "merry 
laugh, and twinkling blue eyes," and he could view the 
rewards of the labors of the born husbandman, Thomas 
Alsop. He could enjoy once again the clamor, movement 
and artistry -of men developing a new land with their

12Burns, Wyoming's Pioneer Ranches, p* 150.
Osgood, The Day of the Cattleman-, pi 44. Central Union 
4gr i c u It oris t ( Omaha) 7 IV ["Nos. 14, 15 and 16), September, 
October and November, 1872, pp. 263, 290, 346.
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sweat and toll, and each time the brand "EG" was placed 
on. the side of a calf it reminded Edward Creighton
that his efforts were leaving their mark on the pro
gress of the west. Financier Creighton's faith in the 
west was much more extensive than that indicated bym
the sheep and cattle feeding on the plains of Wyoming, 
ile: had $16,872 invested in the bonds of Albany County, 
Wyoming. His Colorado interests totaled $15,000 and 
represented stock in both the Colorado and Rocky Mountain 
national Banks, and he owned Montana Territory Bonds 
amounting to $19,300.3-3 y

/  Edward Creighton's financial empire was intimately 
involved with the City of Omaha.^ The responsibility 
for his community's economy, progress and development 
devolved to a great extent upon the broad shoulders of 
the Irishman. For each edifice he established on a firm, 
soundly constructed foundation he acquired at least two
added structural burdens threatening to collapse and

l^Burns, Wyoming's Pioneer Ranches. pp. 159-50, 
45. The author concluded that fcj~, one of the first 
brands to be recorded by the County Clerk of Albany 
County, Wyoming, equaled "EC" and Edward Creighton. 
Warrant & Inventory, Estate of Edward Creighton, Filed 
June 16, 1875, File #245, County Court House, Omaha, 
Nebraska. These western investments are listed on page 
3 under the heading, "Inventory of Notes and Securities 
&c. belonging to the Estate of E. Creighton," and under 
the asset column they total $49,870.
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engulf the city in financial ruin<C. Omaha by 1873 was 
a city of 20,000 inhabitants, and in September of that 
year when the investment house of Jay__Cooke and Company 
of New York failed, and panic swept across the country 
all 20,000 looked upon the Irishman sitting in them
President’s office in the First National Bank as one of 
the chief barriers between them and financial ruin.^
And Edward Creighton stood ready with his personal for
tune to pay every working man presenting a bank certi
ficate with his name affixed to it before he would per
mit the doors of the First National to deny relief to 
those who worked so hard for subsistence for themselves 
and their families. The First National Bank at the end 
of 1874 could boast a capital of 1200,000 strengthened 
by a surplus of f100,000, compared to the surplus of 
only |30,000 over and above the $200,000 capital of the 
Omaha National Bank. The confidence placed in the First 
National had expression in the deposits amounting in 
1874 to 1942,558.61, the average deposits for 1873 
being $1,200,000. <̂ The First National Bank of Omaha was 
the equal of. the larger banks in such cities as St. 
Louis, Detroit, Cincinnati, Baltimore, Cleveland,
Buffalo and Milwaukee ^

l^Central Union Agriculturist (Omaha), V (No. 12), 
December, 1873, P* 370. James C. Olson, History of 
Nebraska (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1955),
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/While Edward Creighton was pledging with his right 
hand every means at his disposal to stop the plague of 
panic from engulfing his city, with his left hand he 
was adding the touches to transform a. frontier community 
into a proud and modern metropolis^ By the end of 1873 
he had completed the Creighton Block, consisting of a 
number of tasteful stores and offices, which immediately  ̂
adjoined the new Customs House and Post Office near the 
corner of Dodge and Fifteenth Streets. The three- 
story brick block was a credit to Edward Crdighton*s 
investment of |50,000. Besides being pleasing in appear
ance, it could boast of being, insofar as was possible, 
a fireproof repository for the valuables of the inhabi
tants of its stores and offices. All the outside walls 
and partitions were, of brick, and the store fronts were 
molded out of glass and iron. Within the confines of 
the Creighton Block there also existed a sanctuary for 
the leading men of the city. The new Omaha Merchants

p. 181. Omaha Herald, November 7, 1374, p. 1. Kinsler 
Scrapbook, page 60, column 1, newspaper article beginning 
at the bottom of column 3» page 58. Briggs and Lowry, 
nublishers, Omaha City Directory for 1672-5 (Omaha, 
Nebraska: Omaha Daily Herald, 18737, p. 59. . Wolfe,
Wolfe’s Omaha Directory for 1874-5. p. 22. Page 1 
of the "Inventory of Notes and Securities &c, belonging 
to the Estate of E. Creighton," incorporated within the 
Warrant & Inventory of the estate, lists Edward Creighton’s 
deposits in the First National from December 16, 1873 
to October 24, 1874 to be in the amount of 3200,000.
On page 3 under the same heading his stock in the bank 
is listed at $40,000, worth $60,000 at the time of his 
death.
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Club combined handsomely appointed, restful and secluded 
surroundings with the latest papers and periodicals. To 
gain admission "a man must be a gentleman, * 11 and during 
his visit to his club the leading citizen of the city 
could count on pleasant social intercourse "removedm
from the intrusions of those members of society who 
think themselves entitled to go everywhere and meddle 
with everything."15 In addition to the Creighton Block, 
the building of the Creighton & Morgan, later Morgan & 
Gallagher, mercantile house at 205 Farnam was the 
result of Edward Creighton's resources,3-6

To the man so bound up in the affairs of the 
eastern terminus of a major railroad, an interest in the 
construction of branch lines to permit greater numbers
of Nebraskans easy access to the terminal city and the 
’main transcontinental rail line was inevitable. On 
November 30, 1869 he was among the incorporators of 
the Omaha & Northwestern Railroad Company. On the same 
day the County Commissioners of Douglas County issued 
an order for a special election to be held on December

3* ̂ Wol f e , Wolfe's Omaha Directory for 1874-5, pp •
11, 17. The Merchants Club according to items in the 
Estate file of Edward Creighton went, bankrupt. Alfred 
Sorenson, History of Omaha From the Pioneer Days to the 
Present Time (Omaha: Gibson. Miller & Richardson, Printers, 
1889), p. 220.

^Mullens, Creighton, p. 24» Wolfe, Wolfe1s Omaha 
Directory for 1874-5. p. 88. Omaha Herald, November 7, 
1874, p. 1 states he built the Sheaf Building and con
tributed towards another structure in the Central Block.
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30, 1869, at which time the voters of the county would 
vote upon a county bond Issue in the amount of $350,000.

{The Omaha & Northwestern Railroad Company was to acquire 
the aid of $200,000 worth of these bonds in the construe- lj 
tlon of a railroad from Omaha in a northwesterly direc
tion to the mouth of the Niobrara River. ̂ The remaining 
$150,000 worth of bonds was to aid another railroad to 
build southwestward. The December election elicited 
an overwhelming affirmation of the bond issue, and in 
the spring of 1870 work began on both lines. By the 
end of the year the Omaha & Northwestern of which Edward%
Creighton was President had reached Blair, Washington 
County, Nebraska. It next pushed on to Herman, which 
remained its northern terminus far some time. Railroad 
President Creighton had at least $36,000 bound up in 
this venture, $10,000 of which was marked on the Inven
tory of his estate as of no value. In order to extend 
the line to.Tekamah, Burt County, a mortgage was con
tracted upon the property, and In 1878 the road was sold 
under foreclosure proceedings. Its purchasers reorganized 
as the Omaha A  Northern Nebraska Railway Company and 
built the line to Oakland. The line changed hands three 
more times, and ultimately came under the operation of
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the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Company.17
To the progressive schemes to which Edward Creighton 

contributed of his own volition, he often added other 
ventures whose success depended upon his money-raising 
abilities at a crucial point.^The erection of Omaha's 
first major hotel— the Grand Central— was the result ■ 
of a $100,000 loan made by Edward Creighton, Andrew J. >
Popple ton, and others, when the cost was found to exceed 
the original stock subscriptions of approximately 100 

individuals and firmsThe four-story brick hotel, 
begun in 1871 and completed in the fall of 1873, occupied 
a quarter of a block at the southwest corner of Farnam 
and Fourteenth Streets.4̂  Edward Creighton, A. J. Poppleton 
and the others who made the §100,000 loan took a mortgage 
on the property as security^ No interest was paid on 
this loan -after March 2, 1872, but foreclosure of the 
mortgage did not'ensue until April of 1878, when the 
total indebtedness was §190,000. At that time Augustus

17Savage, History of the City of Omaha, pp. 403-04. 
Arthur C. Wakeley, ed., Omaha: The Gate City and Douglas 
County, Nebraska: A Record of Settlement, Organization, 
Progress and Achievement (2 vo'ls., Chicago: The S. J. 
Clarice Publishing Company, 1917), 1, p* 257• Wolfe, 
Wolfe's Omaha Directory for 1874-5, p* 88. Edward 
Creighton's Omaha & Northwestern Railroad, investments 
are on page 3, Warrant & Inventory, Estate File #245, 
under the heading "Inventory of Notes and Securities 
Sec. belonging to the Estate of E. Creighton." A further 
amount on rage 2 under the same heading is itemized as 
follows: "Jan 23, 73, 0 & NWRR, 1772.46 Paid."
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Kountze purchased the property for $120,000 and leased 
It to new managers* While Omahans still hoped for 
the fine structure's eventual success, a fire on Sep
tember^, 1878, supposedly started by workers in a 
proud new elevator, destroyed the hotel. Although 
Edward Creighton had died before the Brand Central fire, 
the Inventory of his estate contained an item ominous 
of disaster. Following an entry for hotel stock in 
the amount of $5,000 was the notation, "No Value."
In his efforts to boost Omaha even shrewd Edward Creighton 
sometimes made a bad investment.18
X Beginning in 1870 Edward Creighton began to feel
the diminishment of his physical vigor. The joy he had
once found in "manipulating the vast interests in his
hands" was turning into a compelling necessity and an
almost oppressive burden.-- Mary Lucretia, his beloved
wife of fourteen years, was enduring with fortitude,
but not without adding to her husband's cares, the
Increasingly painful manifestations of the affliction

/of dropsy. £tn 1871, while Edward Creighton and his 
wife were visiting her mother in Dayton, he suffered

18Savage, History of the City of Omaha, pp. 253- 
54. Mullens, Creiphton, p. 24. Warrant & Inventory, 
Estate File #245, page 3 under the heading "Inventory 
of Notes and Securities &c. belonging to the Estate,, 
of E. Creighton."



152

his first paralytic stroke. It rendered him for some 
time entirely helpless, but by force of his indomitable 
will he recovered sufficiently to enjoy the fruits of 
his half-century of labor in travel and recreation./
But the only life Edward Creighton Jtnew how to live 
was one of strict attention to the business at hand; 
one of constant. exertion to develop a city and state, 
to maintain several near relatives and to promote the 
fortunes of men who had faithfully served him during 
portions of the past ten to fifteen years. Instead 
of having the prudence and integrity peculiar to his 
business dealings met in kind, each year he had to * 
increase the rigid vigil over all Ills business interests 
to avert disaster from the attacks of treacherous and 
dishonest men. A great friend and eulogist of Edward 
Dreighton said that ''worry of mind" constituted "the 
sole and only cause of all this otherwise strong man's
ills and troubles."49

^ A major "worry of mind" for Creighton was the 
seemingly endless struggle to keep the Union Pacific 
terminal in Omah£y . Although the Omaha voters had autho
rized the issuance of bonds to buy the right of way and

3-9Omaha Herald. January 25, 1876, p. 1; November 
7, 18?4, p. 1. Kinsler Scrapbook, page 51, column- 1, 
newspaper item; page 53, column 1, newspaper item; page 
60, columns 1 and 2, newspaper item, beginning at the 
bottom of column 3, page 58.
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depot grounds promised to the railroad in return for 
locating; the Missouri River bridge in the city, it 
was not until 1872 that the city acquired possession 
of the various parcels of ground from, their individual 
owners. The deed of conveyance to the railroad and

m

the contract which it embodied was formally signed and 
witnessed on January 26, 1872 in New York City. <^The 
deed-contract very definitely specified that "all pas
sengers and freights coming from the east on all lines 
of roads seeking a connection with said Union Pacific 
Railroad at its eastern terminus shall be delivered 
and transferred to the Union.Pacific Railroad Company 
upon said depot grounds, where the .Union Pacific trains 

' shall be made up for the west.^ Other railroads would 
have to pay the Union Pacific Railroad for the crossing 
of the bridge by their'trains, freight and passengers 
and might have to permit and pay Union Pacific locomotives 
to pull their 'cars into Omaha. Council Bluffs interests 
Immediately objected that eastern lines coming into 
Iowa should not be submitted to such conditions to con
nect with the Union Pacific. They hoped to compel the 
Union Pacific to cross the bridge Into Iowa to make 
connections with eastern lines and, thus, make Council 
Bluffs its actual terminus. In 1873, Edward Creighton 
was instrumental in retaining Attorney James M. Woolworth
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to appeal to the United States Attorney General in the 
name of the citizens of Omaha to redefine their city 
as the eastern terminus of the Union Pacific Railroad 
for the benefit of the non-believers in Council Bluffs.
Creighton was once again in the words of his old friend,

m

Dr. C-eorge L. Miller, in "his old theatre of ’wear and 
tear’— of worry of mind."20
■ <'Through the ceaseless terminus conflict and the

panic of 1873, the tiring Creighton forged ahead to 
his second stroke on'November 3, 1874. At 1:00 P.M. 
on Tuesday afternoon, the President of the First National 
Bank: was unable to pick up some papers from the floor- 
of the building in which he had such pride.. His long
time business associate, Herman Kountze, collected the 
papers and saw the banker to a chair, but did not express 
such concern as to alarm unduly his associate./ A few

20Savage, History of the City of Omaha, pp. 398- 
400. Book 12 of Deeds, Douglas County Records, Douglas 
County Court House, Omaha, Nebraska, p., 220. Petition 
and Supplemental Final Account, In the Matter of the 
'Settlement of the* Accounts of John A. Creighton, Admin
istrator of the Estate of Edward Creighton, Filed 
January 30, 1883»' File #245, County Court House, Omaha, 
Nebraska. Under "Other Expenses. 2." of Schedule D, it 
is indicated that in 1876 the Estate of Edward Creighton 
paid J. 1-1. Woolworth $5,106 for representing Omaha in 
the last Union Pacific eastern terminal conflict. In 
view of this it does not appear unlikely to the author 
that Edward Creighton could have had a hand in selec
ting Woolworth to represent Omaha at the outset of .this 
final battle. Copy of legal document prepared by J. M. 
Woolworth on behalf of the Citizens of the State ofX
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moments later John A. Creighton entered the. hank, greeted 
his brother and made some ..Inquiry relative to a pending 
business matter. Edward was unable properly to articu
late an answer, and John, In alarm, urged his Immediate 
removal to his home. The fifty-four-year old Irishman 
was unable to resist for long the knowledge that his 
condition was serious. Once home' and In bed, It was 
soon evident that the whole of his right side was 
affected, but he was conscious of hia surroundings and 
of the loved ones around him. By evening,, although 
dozing lightly most of the time, he was able to rouse 
himself upon the entrance of a friend, and as In the . 
case of Father Otto G-roenebaum, to apeak clearly a 
greeting. Dr. J. P. Peck requested a consulting physi
cian, and Dr. John E. Summers of the Army arrived. The 
doctors agreed as to the nature of the Illness— a

Nebraska, and of the Citizens of Omaha for presentation 
to the Honorable Attorney General of the United States, 
dated Omaha, Nebraska, March 19, 1873. In reference to 
a matter between the Government and the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company In which was Involved the question of 
where, In law, was the Eastern terminus of the road,
15 pages. This document is in the oossession of the 
Union Pacific-Museum,1 Omaha. Kinsler Scrapbook, page 
51, column 1, newspaper item. The body of this item 
indicates it Is from the Omaha Herald, and the style 
and obvious concern for Edward Creighton's health indi
cate it to have been written by Creighton's friend 
and the Herald's editor, Dr. G-eorge L. Miller.
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paralytic stroke— and as to the treatment to be utilized 
but beyond expressing hope there was little the doctors
were able to do. Two days later at ten minutes past 
seven on the evening of November 5, 1874, Edward Creighton, 
for the past three, years cut off from the vitality and 
power which had made his life so rich, laid down, not 
ungratefully, the life which had become a burden/ On 
the following Saturday evening "prominent citizens, 
business and-professional men" met at the Grand Central 
Hotel to pay formal respect to the memory of Omaha's 
"always unselfish mentor and friend." And on Monday
morning rich and poor vied with each other "in every- 
outward expression of respect^ for his memory.2^

"Omaha was literally in mourning." In the words 
of Dr. George L. Miller, "the day was given up to doing 
honor to the life and memory of one of the best men 
whom God ever gave the Upright form." The Mass for the

21 1Kinsler Scrapbook, page 51» columns 1 and 2, 
three separate newspaper items; page 60, columns 1 
and 2, newspaper item, beginning at thé bottom of 
column 3, page 58;- pâge 56, column 2, two separate news
paper items. Father Otto G-roônebaum, whose labors re
sulted in the erection of the German Catholic Church 
in Omaha, St. Mary Magdalene's, on Douglas Street just 
east of Seventeenth, had a name which provided a spelling 
problem for the contemporary news media. As,Father 
"Greenbaum" he visited Edward Creighton two nights before 
the latter's death. According to a newspaper item 
on page 55, column 1, Kinsler Scrapbook, Father Green- 
bann served as one of the two Masters of Ceremonies 
at Edward Creighton's funeral Mass. Father Mullens in

i
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Dead was .celebrated at 10:00 A.M. in St. Philomena's 
Cathedral by the Reverend William Byrne, of Omaha. The 
Reverend John McG-oldrich of Cheyenne was the Deacon, 
and the Reverend John Londrigan of Fremont was the 
Subdeacon. The Reverend Father J. B. Molloy of Omaha 
gave the funeral sermon. His initial words were simply, 
"’How beautiful a thing it is, my brethren, to be a 
Christian,"1 and he concluded with the admonition that 
the greatest service the assemblage could do for the 
soul of the man who had so faithfully served them, his 
city and his church was to reiterate the simple prayer 
ascending to heaven that day "from the poor man’s cot
tage and the mansion of the rich, ‘.May he rest in peace; 
may God have mercy on his soull ’" The Cathedral on 
that Monday morning in November was packed to suffo
cation, and the funeral'cortege, before additions, 
numbered eighty carriages. The mortal remains of 
Edward Creighton were placed in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery ■■ 
and within the next year.the Creighton monument, imported

Creighton, page 30, states that Father Goenebaum acted 
as one of the. Masters of Ceremonies. The author 
utilized the spelling from Father Casper's The Church 
on the northern Plains, pp. 188-90. Nebraska State 
Historical Society, Lincoln, Nebraska, Morton MSS, 7, 
two letters from G-. L.'Miller, Omaha, November 8, 1874, 
November 12, 1874, to J. Sterling Morton, Nebraska City, 
Nebraska. Mullens, Creighton, pp. 25-30»
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from Edinburgh, Scotland, of Corinthian design and
wrought of light gray Scottish granite, rose towards
heaven with its base marking the earth covering the
remains of the pioneer builder.22

For Edward Creighton the battle of the City of
Omaha to retain the eastern terminus of the Union Paci-

/fic Railroad was over. >His estate paid the fees of 
James M. Woolworth’a final fight before the Supreme 
Court on behalf of the citizens of (Saha— the fight 
Omaha lostCouncil Bluffs,, in 1876, by majority deci
sion of the Supreme Court of the United States became \
the eastern terminus of the Union Pacific Railroad, and 
the Missouri River bridge became a portion of the road's 
main line

In the Territory of Wyoming In 1885 Charles Hutton 
sold the Heart Ranch, its headquarters being the Stage

22i»lullens, Creighton, pp. 50-31. Morton MSS, 7, 
Telegram from Georgè L. Miller, Omaha, dated November 
6, 1874, to J. Sterling" Morton, Nebraska City, Nebraska. 
Kinsler Scrapbook, page 56, column 2, first newspaper 
item; page 55» column 1, newspaper item, beginning 
on page 54, column 3î page 56, column 1, newspaper item, 
beginning on page 55» column 3; pages 69-70,- column's 3 
and 1, newspaper item entitled "The Silent City."

23petition and Supplemental Final Account, Estate 
of Edward Creighton, File #245* Under "Other Expenses. 
2.11 of Schedule D, fees paid in 1876 to J. M. Woolworth 
for Union Pacific case are as follows : May 30th, $1,450; 
July 31st, $3,000 plus $150 for expenses in New York; 
December 30th, $506. Woolworth was also the Estate's 
attorney. Savage, History of the City of Omaha, pp. 
292-98.
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Station headquarters of the Oreighton-Hutton-Alsop 
cattle venture, for §100,000. Thomas Alsop before he 
died in 1889 owned, not one, but three ranches, and 
raised cattle, sheep and horses unmatched in quality. 
His Morgan horses were sought after by many cities for 
their street railways. Omaha used Alsop "T" brand 
horses for its streetcars.^4

Closer to home the Estate of Edward Creighton
was given into the hands of his loved younger brother,
John^> Hot only the management of Edward’s diversified
investments and properties, which inventoried at
§1,157,193.05, but the more immediate concern for his
grief stricken sister-in-law, Mary.. Luc ret i a, who was
daily suffering greater agonies from dropsy, tested
John’s fortitude to the utmost for the next year and

Za half.\ Mary Lucretia-Creighton had for several years 
been able to bear the pain of her disease with courage, 
because she had had the strength of her husband to 
lean upon. Yet even with this gone she dedicated her

24"Burns, The Westerner. VIII (Ho. 6), July,, 1945, 
pp. 17-18; (Ho. 3), May, 1945, pp. 13, 38-40. Burns, 
WyominPs's Pioneer Ranches, pp. 12-13* Petition and 
Supplemental Final Account, Estate of Edward Creighton, 
File //245. Under "Receipts from Sale of Cattle, E. 
Creighton & Co., Wyoming" of Schedule D,. the proceeds 
from November l4, 1874 through March 13, 1877 amounted to §104,959.84.
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last worldly efforts to seeing that the material results 
of his energies were distributed among his surviving 
brothers and sisters with a very discerning eye as to 
which beneficiaries would handle it in a manner which 
would have met with her husband's approval. Since

m

Edward Creighton died intestate the decisions as regards 
the terms of a will devolved upon Mary Lucretia. /At 
her instance John was the beneficiary of §150,000, the 
ramifications of which extended, as had that from which 
it came, to the further development of Omaha, including 
the extension of the services of the Catholic religious, 
and to an estate of his own totaling §3,84-7*464,26,, 
Edward's younger brother and sister, Joseph and Mary 
Ann McCreary, became the recipients of §25,000 and 
§75*000, respectively, and for division among the 
children of(Alice Creighton McShane and Francis Creighton, 
Mary Lucretia bequeathed §75,000 and 060,000. Finally, 
as the foremost, purveyor of Edward Creighton's financial 
assistance through the years to an unknown number of 
Omahans without impinging upon their pride by questioning 
their capacity to support themselves when the means 
were available ,<Slary Lucretia Creighton directed that 
§100,000 be utilised, 'for the erection and establishment 
of a memorial to her husband, Creighton College^' Edward 
Creighton's resources continued to nurture new ventures,
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and through the will of hi a, wife there arose a permanent
agent of progress' which has never broken faith with
its benefactor.25

Long after Edward Creighton had directed the 
replacement of the first transcontinental telegraph 
line with new lines— one for the Union Pacific and one 
for Western Union— a well-preserved stub of the original 
line came to light about eight miles from Laramie, it 
was placed in the Hebard Collection of the Western 
Archives Department at the University of Wyoming as 
a momento of early day communication. The planting 
of the pole from which only this stub- remains was the 
result of a courage and vigor undaunted by the elements, 
Indians or vast lonely expanses. The word failure was 
not in Edward Creighton's vocabulary. The word share 
was. As he ascended eabh height he took as many with

- 25Petition for Appointment of Special Administrator, 
Estate of Edward Creighton, Filed and approved November 
10, 18?4, File #245, County Court House, Omaha, Nebraska. 
Warrant & Inventory, Estate of Edward Creighton, File 
#245, p. 6 under the heading 11 Inventory of Notes and 
Securities &c. belonging to the Estate of E. Creighton," 
The first five pages of this document list the real 
estate holdings, which were evaluated at $198,970, this 
figure being included in that mentioned in the text 
above, Inventory, Estate of John A, Creighton, File 
#4420, p. 3. Omaha Herald. January 25, 1876, p. 1.
Mary Lucretia Creighton died in Philadelphia on January 
23, 1876, where she had spent her last few weeks under 
the care of a specialist. Mullens, Creighton, pp.
46-48, 58-60.
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him as were willing to labor as he labored, plus all 
those whom he could carry on his strong back. There 
stands today a monument bearing the name of Creighton, 
whose origin was the result of the wealth accrued by 
the pioneer builder. In the spirit of Edward Creighton 
Creighton University endeavors to inspire its students 
to aim for the heights with courage and fortitude, and 
to welcome the opportunity of exchanging one form of ' 
strength for another in achieving the final goal.2®

X

25Burns, Wyoming’s Pioneer Ranches, pp. 165, 175»



APPENDIX

NOTES ON SOURCES

The materials for this thesis "may appear to be 
uncoordinated,, haphazard and in many Instances unlikely 
sources for something of value. The hit and miss 
approach to this project was the result, primarily, 
of a lack of what could be called a Creighton collec
tion, that is, a store of letters, diaries, household 

xaccount books, or any of the memorabilia that one hopes 
will have been amassed and assiduously guarded for the 
benefit of those who may wish to evaluate and align 
properly with history men connected with great events. 
Fires are purported to have 'destroyed a bulk of what 
could be called Creighton business papers» Since Mrs. 
Edward Creighton was in extremely ill health and died 
just a year after her husband, soon after which her 
sister and brother-in-law removed to a new home, it is 
likely that much in the way of old personal correspon
dence, family accounts and journals were discarded with
out thought as to their value. John's wife preceded 
him to the grave by almost twenty years at which time 
a sister-in-law took over the management of the house
hold. Upon her death an old family friend became hostess
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for the Count and his brother-in-law. Again it can 
only be surmised that household memorabilia at least 
was either discarded to make way for a new accumulation, 
or was left to disintegrate in a corner of the attic.
The fact that neither Edward nor John A* Creighton 
left surviving children further hastened the destruc
tion of what existed in the way of Creighton papers 
upon the death of the latter./ Nonetheless, there are 
intriguing leads which the element of time prohibited 
this author from pursuing, but which could prove pro
ductive to those attracted to the subjects in the 
future. More specifically it would seem worthwhile - 
to track down what might have been,-retained by descen
dants of business associates and friends who resided 
in other sections of the country. There"is certainly 
evidence to support the‘assumption that John kept in 
touch with friends of long standing in Montana, and 
that his enthusiasm for the Democratic Party Impelled 
him to contact fellow Democrats in positions of authority.

This, author's fabric was drawn from the threads 
of a few more obvious sources, each of which led to 
others at first hidden from view. The first line pur
sued was that of contemporary newspapers. Frontier 
newspapers were the equivalent of a spectacular movie, 
a brilliant theatrical production, and a gripping
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adventure story all rolled Into one« More often than 
not edited by men who either had political aspirations 
or were drafted by a community’s populace because they 
evidenced an acquaintanceship with respectable grammar 
and at least one phase of higher learning, they were

m

colorful, stimulating, edifying and well-written. Two 
Omaha papers held sway during most of Edward Creighton’s 
eighteen years in the city. The Nebraska Republican 
first met the public on May 5, 1858, but it became 
in 1861 an extremely well-written sheet under the 
editorship of E. B. Taylor. Frontier papers had the 
opportunity, if they chose, of avoiding primary con-*- 
centration upon their political preferences— in this 
case Republican— and dealing with the problems of carving 
out a stable, progressive and cultured civilization. 
Taylor and his partner*, E. A. McClure, chose the latter 
tack and in so doing provided, not only a myriad of 
details about the early development of the Nebraska 
Territory, but a considerable amount of information 
on the subjects of this thesis and those with whom they 
worked. The Omaha Herald, which came into existence 
in the early fall of 1865,had as its gifted editor, Dr. 
George L. Miller. From his twenty-third year, when 
he came to Omaha in 1854, Dr. Miller advocated the
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causes, first of Omaha, then of Nebraska. He wielded 
the editorial pen of the Herald until 1887 with great 
vigor and ability. The major toilers for Omaha and 
Nebraska were all eulogized by Dr. Miller in the Herald 
and fortunately for the purposes of this thesis them

Doctor valued Edward Creighton as an unselfish mentor 
and friend, as well as a true an! powerful friend of 
the city and state. The Central Union Agriculturist, 
deposited in the Nebraska State Historical Society 
in Lincoln, as its name suggests, espoused the well- 
rounded development of Nebraska's farm economy, and the 
full utilization of its potential. As such, it had.a 
place reserved for a telegraph builder-banker, turned 
cattleman and livestock breeder. John Creighton’s 
exploits in Montana benefited from a colorful sheet, 
the Montana Post, which* provided a number of items 
indicating that-John A. Creighton was a first citizen 
of Virginia City, Montana. The Post's editors in later 
years contributed to the volumes compiled by the His
torical Society of Montana and again lauded John 
Creighton's part in bringing the telegraph to Virginia 
City and law and order within its confines.

The major source as to the extent of the thesis 
subjects' material success with Indications of' how It



was accrued as well as of the purposes for which, it
was used, are the Estate Files of Edward and John
A. Creighton. Numbers 245 and 4420 are housed in a
vault in the Douglas County Court House, Omaha. Across
the river from Omaha a vault in the Public Library*
of Council Bluffs, Iowa serves as the repository 
for the bound duplicates of a portion of the collection 
known as the Dodge Papers. General Grenville Melien 
Dodge not only served as Chief Engineer for the con
struction of the Union Pacific Railroad from the 
summer of 1866, but was the beneficiary during the
V .eleven years of Omaha's fight to acquire and retain . 
the eastern terminus of the Union Pacific of some 
extremely frank correspondence from such a diversified 
group of personages as Oliver Ames, H. M. Hoxie of 
the famous or* infamous "Hoxie Contract" and Dr .
George L. Miller. From Edward Creighton the General 
received wires, particularly during the pre-Union 
Pacific era, when General Dodge was in command of the 
military forces charged with the defense of the Nebra
ska and Colorado Territories and a portion of that of 
Idaho.

Much less provocative than the Dodge papers, 
because written by a young man considerably less attuned 
to the subtleties of financing such major projects of

167
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the latter half of the Nineteenth Century as the first 
transcontinental railroad and telegraph is the delight
ful journal or diary of Charles H. Brown. Entitled 
"My Experiences on the Plains in 1861 in Assisting In 
the Construction of the First Telegraph Line Across

m

the Continent," it is a collection of character stud
ies of various members of the Creighton family who 
aided Edward Creighton in his national project. Further 
it is a vivid day by day account of men digging holes, 
cutting, shaving and planting poles and stringing wire 
across the prairies with only Indians, stagecoaches 
and wild animals acknowledging this extension of 
civilization* Charles Brown enhanced the graphic de
tails with descriptions of the flora and fauna along 
the way and of the shooting stars which slashed through 
the velvet of the night skies. More in the realm of 
the newsy and folksy is the Julius Sterling Morton 
Manuscript Collection, MSS 7» housed by the Nebraska 
State Historical Society at Lincoln. Incorporated 
within this collection is a second collection--that 
of Dr. George.L. Miller— in the sense that Dr. Miller 
directed a great deal In the way of personal views on 
the development of the State of Nebraska, politics 
and people towards his Democratic colleague and friend,
J . Sterling Morton, and the latter responded in kind.
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The whole of the collection consists of letters sent
to Morton, which have been carefully Indexed and filed
alphabetically by year, letterbooks containing much
from his own hand or from that of his son, Joy, and
account books relative to his household, farm and*
financial transactions.

Productive of a slightly more extensive knowledge 
of the background of the Wareham sisters of Dayton,
Ohio— Mary Lucretia and Sarah Emily— who married Edward 
and John A. Creighton Is the Scrapbook In the possession 
pf Mrs. A. V. Klnsler of Omaha, the daughter of the 
third Wareham sister, Mary. This book contains a fairly 
representative collection of newspaper Items from all 
parts of the country written upon the deaths of Edward 
Creighton, his wife and John's wife, as well as a con
temporary newspaper article fran the Omaha Excelsior, 
which Is a series of biographical sketches on the three 
Wareham girls and their mother.

Relative to the terminus conflict In reference 
to the construction of the Union Pacific Railroad Is a 
copy of the legal document, prepared by J. M. Woolworth, 
dated March 19, 1873 and directed to the Attorney Gen
eral of the United States, which Is indicative of the 
tenacity with which a city held on to what it considered
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to be the sole raft In the center of a raging sea.
There are a number of well-edited volumes of 

reminiscences on the Montana gold-rush years which pro
vide an Insight into the stimulating environment In 
which John A. Creighton worked for five years. Among 
the more colorful are The Road to Virginia City: The 
Diary of James Knox Polk Miller and X. Beldler: Vigilante. 
The editors of the latter were especially careful to 
preserve the content and flavor of the period, while 
.still translating for the reader a few of Mr. Beldler*s 
peculiar turns of phrase. Somewhat of a classic on 
Virginia City, Montana and the idiosyncracies of some 
of its inhabitants is Thomas J. Dimsdale1s The Vigilantes 
of Montana or Popular Justice in the Rocky Mountains.

Participants in the early promotion and construc
tion of telegraph lines' have also contributed produc
tive reminiscences. James D. Reid’s The Telegraph in 
America and Morse Memorial combines both a fairly com
petent early history of the telegraph and the author’s 
reminiscences, since the author was among those making 
telegraph history from the time the first telegraph 
company was incorporated. In later years Reid edited 
the Western Union Company periodical, whose June 1,
1870 issue devoted its feature story to Edward Creighton. 
The front page carried a fine etching of the main sub
ject of this thesis. The telegraph company's paper
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was the Journal of the Telegraph* A later communica
tions periodical, Telegraph and Telephone Age, eulogized 
Edward Creighton in its July, 1939 issue.

Early ranchers liked to reminisce in print just
as did telegraph builders and vigilantes. John Bratt«*
in his Trails of Yesterday provides considerable de
tail on early cattle raising on the plains of western 
Nebraska and those of Wyoming and a respectable list 
of the men who pioneered in this business* Somewhat 
-more difficult to categorize as a source, but of tre
mendous value for the author’s purposes is Wyoming’s 
Pioneer Ranches by three native sons of the Laramie - 
Plains. Its foremost author is Dr*,- Robert H. Burns 
who is connected with the School of Agriculture of the 
University of Wyoming. This limited- edition work—
1,000 copies— is a compilation of reminiscences and 
family records provided by sons and daughters of the 
state’s pioneer ranchers, contemporary newspaper arti
cles and materials reposing in the Western Archives 
Department of the University of Wyoming. Dr. Burns 
is the son of one of Wyoming's pioneer ranchers and 
grew up conversant not only with the state's first 
business, but with many of the men whose fortitude and 
labor made the ranching business the foundation for 
Wyoming's growth into a state.
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The public documents relative to the Territory 
of Nebraska, Douglas County and Omaha contain a vast 
amount of material for anyone doing research on a 
prominent early citizen of Omaha. The builders of 
the city of Omaha all have their names recorded in 
the Laws, Joint Resolutions and Memorials of various 
sessions of the Territorial Legislative Assembly, for 
they all participated in incorporating a variety of 
companies. Most significant to Edward Creighton’s 
career was the inclusion of his name in the articles 
of "An Act to Incorporate the Pacific Telegraph Company." 
Synonymous with the development of each new frontier . 
area across the United States was speculation in 
real estate, The names of both John and Edward Creighton 
are scattered throughout the early Grantor-Grantee 
Records in the Douglas County Court House. An ex
tremely colorful documentary on the numbers and occupa
tions of Omaha*.s early residents were the early City 
Directories. They, incorporated a veritable history 
of all aspects of the city’s growth as well as some 
penetrating comments by their compilers on which as
pects of the city’s development were most consistent 
with real progress.

Before beginning to tell the story of a Nebraskan, 
an Omahan, , a telegraph builder, a cattleman and an
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agent for the extension of the services of the Catholic 
religious to great numbers In the territories west 
of the Missouri, It la essential to know something 
about Nebraska, Omaha, telegraphy, cattle raising 
and the extent of the area between the Missouri andm

California, A fairly decent foundation upon which 
to build comprises the Illustrated History of Nebraska, 
edited by J. Sterling Morton and Albert Watkins; the 
History of the City of Omaha, Nebraska and South Omaha, 
edited by James W. Savage, John T. Bell and Consul W.
Butterfield; Frank J* Burkley's The Faded Frontier:
\

Robert Luther Thompson’s Wiring A Continent: The History 
of the Telegraph Industry in the United States, 1832- 
1866; The Range Cattle Industry: Ranching on the Great 
Plains from 1865 to 1925 by Edward Everett Dale, and 
Father Henry W. Casper’s History of the Catholic Church 
In Nebraska: The Church on the Northern Plains. 1858- 
1874. , With the background in mind of considerable aid 
in outlining the scope of the interests of the specific 
subjects were Father P. A. Mullens' Creighton; Biographi
cal Sketches of Edward Creighton. John A. Creighton, Mary 
Lucretla Creighton, Sarah Emily Creighton, and Dr. P. 
Raymond Nielson's article in the January, 1942 issue of 
Mid-America: An Historical Review, entitled "Edward 
Creighton and the Pacific Telegraph."
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