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Roman Resources and the Fall 
of the Western Empire

The purpose of this treatise is to in
vestigate the natural resources of the Roman 
Bapire to determine as far as possible their 
influence on the Fall of the Empire in 476 
A* D. Since the greatness of -an' Empire rests 
upon men, money, and natural resources, most 
attention will be given to these important 
factors. When the fall of the Empire occurred 
it was not because the invading-peoples had 
become stronger but because the Empire had 
become weaker. While we trace the growth of 
Rome territorially we marvel at the power she 
was at the same time assuming and the world 
influence she was attaining.



PROVINCES

Beginning with the reign of Augustus
I shall endeavor to trace her growth until her
well rounded empire included the entire civilized
world. Between 27 and 24 B. C. Augustus conquered
the northwestern corner of the Spanish peninsula
which was occupied by the independent peoples,

1the Cantabri, Astures, end the Gallaeci.

In 25 B. C. the Salassi, who dwelt necr 
the Little St* Bernard, were subdued and in 
16 B. C. the district of Noricum was occupied 
by the Romans. Nero Claudius Drusus, the step
son of Augustus, In 15 8* Cf subdued the Raeti; 
together with Tiberius Claudius Nero he subdued 
the Vindelici. The rest of the Alpine peoples
were conquered by 6 B. C* and the Danube became2
the Roman frontier on the north.

Augustus completed the subjugation of
3

Gallia Comata between 27 and 13 B. C.

1. Arthur E. Book, A History of Rome 
to 565 A* D., 235.

2« Ibid.
3. Ibid
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Druaus, between IE end 9 B. C., subju
gated the territory botwen the Rhine and the 
Elbe and, with the aid. of the fleet conquered
the coast regions, among which were the Batavi. 4

"To the east of the Adriatic the 
Roman provinces of Illyricum and Macedonia 
were subject to constant incursions of 
the Pannonians, Getae (or Dacians), and 
Bastarnae, peoples settled in the middle 
and lower Danube valley. Marcus Licinius 
Crassus, Governor of Macedonia, in 30 
and 29 B. C. defeated the Getae and 
Bastarnae, crossed the Balkans, carried 
the Roman arms to the Danube and subdued 
the Moesi to the south of that river. 
However, it required a considerable time 
before the various Thracian tribes were 
finally pacified and a client kingdom 
under the Thracian Cotys was interposed 
between Macedonia and the lower Danube. 
Meantime, the Pannonians had been conquered 
in a number of hard fought campaigns which were brought to a successful con
clusion by Tiberius (12-9 B. C.) who 
made the Drava the Roman boundary. The- 
contemporaneous conquest of Pannonia and 
of Germany between the Rhine and the 
Elbe was one of the greatest feats of 
Roman arms and reveals the army of the 
Empire at the height of its discipline 
and organization." 5

In 9 A» Dm Publius Qulnotilius Varus i
was defeated by Armlnius, a young chieftain of

4* Ibid., 256.
5. Ibid., 236-257.
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the Cherusol, who had united with the Chatti,
Rome made no attempt to regain the territory that
wag lost end the frontier was moved from the 

* 6
Elbe to the Rhine.

Judaea was made a Roman province after
4 B. C, In 25 B. 0. Numidla w a add ̂d to the

7
province of Africa.

In 43 A. D. the southern part of the 
Island of Britain-*®g subdued end made a province.e
Thrace became e province in 46 A. D.

Vespasian annexed in Germany the Agri
Decumates, the territory between the Rhine above
its Junction with the Main and the upper Danube,
He also annexed the kingdom of Comagene to-the

9
Syrian province.

In 64 A. D. Julius Agricola advanced 
north of the Tyne in Britain and subdued the 6 7 * 9

6. Ibid., 238.
7. Ibid., 239,
6. Ibid., 249-250.
9. Ibid., 257.
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Caledonians* Scotland was occupied as far north
as the line between Clyde and the Firth of Forth.

Domitian led his fore s across the Rhine
from Mainz in 63 A. D. and annexed the District 

11
of Wetterau*

In 106 A* D. Trajan subdued the Daclens 
and made Dacia into a Roman province. In the 
same year he added to the Roman Empire the Kingdom 
of the Nabataean Arabs to the east of Palestine 
and Syria and formed it into the province of 
Arable. In 114 a . D. Trajan conquered Armenia 
end in the following year he annexed Upper Meso
potamia. Assyria was made a province in 116 A. I1.
Trajan also conquered Seleucla, Babylon, end the

18
Parthian capital Ctesiphon.

Hadrian abandoned the new provinces of
Mesopotamia and Assyria and made Armenia e client
state under a Parthian prince who acknowledged
Roman overlordship. • Seleucia and Ctesiphon later'

15came under the Perthinns.

10

10. Ibid., 260.
11. Ibid., 860.
12. Ibid., 863-864
13. Ibid., 865.
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In 166 A. D. Avidlua Cassius made e peace 
with Parthia which gave the Romans territory in

14
upper Mesopotamia to the oast of the Euphrates.

In 196 A# B. Severus sacked Seleucia and 
Ctesiphon.

Northern Mesopotamia was made into a
lbRoman province in 199 A. D.

In 256 A. D. the Persians took Antioch,
Tarsus in Cilicia, and Caesarea in Cappadocia.

16
The Persians were unable to hold these.

In 257 the Goths and other peoples over
ran Dacia, crossed, the Danube and penetrated as 
far south as Macedonia and Acftaea. The Pranks 
crossed the Rhine and pillaged the territories 
of Gaul and Spain. The Ron ans never recovered
the possessions on the right bank of the Rhine

17
which they lost at this time.

14. Ibid., 266.
15. Ibid., 271.
16. Ibid., £77-278. 

Ibid., 277.17.
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Aurelias abandoned the province of 1) eia#18

"At the establishment of the principa te there were about thirteen •rovincos, 
at the death of Augustus twenty-oi*rht, 
and under Hadrian forty-five. In the 
course of the third century the letter 
number was considerably increased.n 19

The provinces were sub-divided and the 
number raised to one hundred and one noout 
300 A. D.

In 448 Yalentinianus III., acknowledged 
the independence of the Vandal kingdom in Africa. 
In 455 Galserie seized Home.

In 475 Euric, a Goth, "gained possession of the district of Auvergne and the 
Homan emperor acknowledged his sovereignty 
ove^ the country between the Atlantic and 1 
the Rhone, the Loire, and the Pyrenees*, besides some territory in Spain. Two 
years later the district betw en the 
Rhone and the Alps, south of ihe Durance, 
was added to the Visigothic kingdom." 20

The Sexons took Britain * nd he Suevl 
took the greet •••r part of Spain.

In 476 A. B. "in Britain the legions were long since withdrawn, in Gaul the

18, Ibid., 279
19. Ibid., 299
80. Ibid., 379
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Franks held the northern half, end were 
soon to win the East from the Burgundians 
and the South from the Visigoths; in 
Spain the Suevi Inhabited the northeast, 
the Visigoths most of the rest. The 
Vandals held Africa, while in Italy Gdo- 
vacar,s Germans dwelt everywhere as 
haughty conquerors, soon to be reinforced 
by Theodorlc’s Ostrogoths." 81

In 477 all Roman Africa, the Balearic 
Islands, Corsica, Sardinia, ana the fortress of 
Lilybaeum in Sicily belonged to the Vandal 
kingdom.

81. Tenney Frank, A History of Rome, 582.
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».RUT

The day after the battle of Actluoi Augustus 
had seventy-six legions, a total of five hundred 
thousand men. He relei" sod more than three hundredX _
thousand from active service.- At first Augustus 
had eighteen legions, but later he increased 
this number to twenty-five, giving a total of23
one hundred fifty thousand according to Bonk. 
However, Duruy says that Augustus established 
an army of three hundred thousand non in his 
provinces. Each legion consisted of six thousand 
men of which one hundred twenty we^e cavalry and 
the rest infantry.

Tiberius po&tWd the twenty-five legions 
as follows: eight along the Ithine, three in Spain, 
four on the Euphrates, and sic on the banks of 
the Danube or the Adriatic coasts.

Nero increased the number of legions to 
twenty-eight. At the end of N-rofs reign there '

22. Victor Duruy, History of the Roman 
People from its Origin to the invasion of the 
barbarians, V2. , ÏÏ29.

23. Bosk, op. cit., 227.
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was but one legion stationed in Spain*

There were thirty legions under Vespasian 
From the time of Vespasian there was less recruit 
ing from the Romanized pert of the impire* The 
recruits were obtained from local sources and 
the population of the adjacent regions.

* Vespasian stationed six legions in Syria, 
Cappadocia, and Judaea, five in upper Ger any, 
six in Dalmatia, one in Pminonia, one In Poetovio 
three in Moesia (probably four after 70 A. D.).

11 The legipps of this time consisted 
of about five thousand mer, and if full 
each one was divided into ten cohorts and 
subdivided into sixty centuries. Attached 
to each were one hundred horsemen divided 
into four turned, Snd a an additional aid 
one or- usually several cohorts of non
citizen auxiliaries, a cohort when full con
sisting of one thousand men. Similarly, 
there were with each legion one or more 
elae of non-citizen cavalry, which -hen com
plete consisted of twenty-four turmae of 
forty each, making nine hundred sixty horse 
for each ala* These auxiliary tTroops format« 
the light-armed forces of the array. and their 
numbers depended largely on whet Pfinu and strength of light-armed forces were requisite 
for the sort of warfare that must beninder- 
taken in any given province.

"The legionaries were of course' citi
zens, whereas the auxiliaries were pro
vincials who were given citizenship only 
at the end of the full period of service 
— in Vespasian’s time twenty years. But '
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we must not suppose that oven a majority 
of legionaries were recruited from citizen- 
municipalities* As is implied in the 
names of some of the lotions, the members were to a large extent recruited wherever 
they could be found in the provine is and 
given citizenship on -he day of enrolment. 
Ind edt Vespasian seems to have discouraged 
recruiting in Italy entirely, except for 
the praetorian guard end for cohorts of 
volunteers to be used at special orlaos, 
fíe may have had economic or patriotic 
reasons for this, but it proved a danger 
later when armies made up wholly of pro- 

. vincials were tempted to support with 
anas the claims of a fellow provincial 
to the throne*” 24

Domitian increased the garrison of Pannonla 
to four legions. About 88 A. D. there were three 
legions in Britain. Around 92 A. D. the two 
German armies had three legions each. In the 
next generation each army lost one legion. In 
the time of Vespasian £here were either six or 
seven legions in the provinces of Pannonla, 
Dalmatia, and Moesia. At the end of Bc'mitian’s 
reign there were probably nine. Of the nine, 
five were in Moesian provinces and four were 
in Pannonla. The garrisons of the Britain and ' 
German provinces had three legions each (six 
in Germany). The Danube had nine legions.

£4. Frank, op* cit., 461-455.



IB.

The auxiliaries Increased from one hundred 
fifty thousand in the time of Augustus to two

2bhundred twenty-thousand in the second century.

During the reign of Trajan, between 101 
and 107 A. D., there were thirteen legions along 
the Danube frontier. This was during the Dacian 
War.

Hadrian stationed four legions on the 
Rhine and ten on the Danube. By the end of the 
reign of Hadrian there were eight legions in 
Syria-, Cappadocia, and Judaea.

Hadrian decreed that recruits for the 
army should come from the provinces where the 
units were quartered. .The cavalry wes made up 
entirely of provincials.

In thé first century many of the recruits 
for the Spanish and other legions were taken from 
Spain. After the reign of Vespasian (69-79 A. D. }# 
only one legion wes needed in Spain and the legions 
with Spanish names stationed other parts of the

25. Bosk, op. clt., 295.



13.

Empire were recruited on the spot. Under Hadrian
(117-156 A.D.) the Spaniards showeu a distaste

26
for military life.

Under Hadrian and his successors there 
werethirty legions, making a standing force of 
about three hundred seventy-five thousand men.
Three legions were stationed in Britain, sixteen 
along the Rhine and Danube (two in the Lower and 
three in Upper Germany? one in Rhaetia and two 
in Dacia), eight along the Euphrates (six in 
Syria and two In Cappadocia), one each in Egypt, 
Africa, end Spain.

In the first century and early in the 
second century the armies of Germany were largely 
recruited from Gaul, £ater their numbers de
creased. In spite of this Gaul continued to furnish
the armies of the Rhine with food material r?nd

27
articles of daily use.

In the beginning of the second century ' 
it was necessary to draft troops from Pannonia.

£6. Cambridge Ancient History., XI., 496-7.
27. Ibid., XI., 509*
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Recruits were also obtained from Illyricum.

During the time of the Antoninas "the 
natives of Europe were brave and robust, 
Spain, Gaul, Britain, end Illyricum sup
plied the legions with excellent soldiers, 
and constituted the real strength of the 
monarchy. Their personal valour remained, 
but they no longer possessed that public 
courage which is nourished by th© love 
of independence, the sense of national 
honour, the presence of danger, and the 
habit of commend. They received la^s 
and governors from the will of their 
sovereign, and trusted for their defence 
to a mercenary army. The posterity of 
their boldest leaders was contented with 
the rank of citizens and subjects. The 
most aspiring spirits resorted to the cou~t or standard of the emperors; and 
the assorted provinces, deprived of 
political strength or union, insensibly 
sank into the languid indifference of private life,” 28

In the time of Septimius Severns (193-
211 A. D,) there were.thirty-three legions along 29
the frontier.

During the second century the officers 
were chosen from the senatorial end equestrian 
rank. The non-commissioned office's were 
Roman citizens who were born or educated in 
Italy or in the Romanized parts of the western

28. Edward Gibbon, The Decline end Fallof the Roman Empire. I., 81, * 1
29, Duruy, op. eit., VIII., I., 40.



15.

provinces. The auxiliaries were supposed to
understand Latin and wore granted citizenship
at the end of their term of service. However,
most of the soldiers wererprovincials. The
Italians served only in the imperial guard.
After Hadrian each province supplied its own 30army,

"There is no doubt, then, that the 
Roman army of the end of the second century, 
though still consisting of Romans, in the 
sense of inhabitants of the Roman Empire, 
became more end more barbarized and less 
and loss representative of the clvlliz d 
population. Apart fro; the" officers and 
non-commissioned offic rs, the spirit of 
the army was the spirit, not of til« urban, 
but almost -wholly of the rural classes,” 31

In the third century the masses of the pop
ulation ceased to serve, in the army. Instead 
of serving they payed the aureum tironlcum and 
this was used to hire good mercenaries. The 
latter were taken from the least civilized tribes 
of the Empire— Illyri.cum, Thrace, Arabia,
Britain, and some from the "Germans and the '
Saraatians.

By 235 A. D, "the professional army

30, M. Rostovtzeff, The Social and EconomicHistory of the Roman Bnpire. 1.H7 ..
31. Ibid., 124.
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had lost all sense of loyalty to the 
Empire, an attitude already frequently 
evidenced by the praetorians, and by the 
legions also under Carscalla and his 
successors. Recruited, as the latter now 
were, almost entirely from the frontiers 
of the Roman world, they felt no community 
of interest with the inhabitants of the 
peaceful provinces end turned upon them, 
like unfaithful sheep dogs upon the flocks 
whom it was their duty to guard. The sole 
object of the troops was to enrich them
selves by plunder and the extortion of 

. high pay and frequent largesses iron the 
emperor whom they supported." 08

The fact that troops were withdrawn from 
one pert of the frontier to protect another
permitted the barbarians to erfc:-r the provinces. 
Because of this the provincials lost their loyalty 
to Rome ana transferred it to local authorities.

In the latter part of the third century the aid of the barbarian soldier® was 
essential to the Empire. " The feeble 
elegance of Italy and the internal pro
vinces could no longer support the weight 
of arms. The hardy frontier of the 
Rhine and Danube still produced minds 
and bodies equal to the labors of the 
camp; but a perpetual series of wars had 
gradually diminished their numbers. Hie 
infrequency of marriage, and the ruin of 
agriculture, affected the principles of 
population and not only destroyed the 
strength of the present, but intercepted 
the hope of future generations. The

32. Beak, op. eit., 276.
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wisdom of Rrohus embraced a great and 
beneficial plan of replenishing the 
exhausted frontiers by new colonies of 
captive or fugitive barbarians, on whom 
he bestowed lands, cattle, instruments 
of husbandry and every encouragement 
that might engage them to educate a race 
of soldiers for the service of the republic." 35

Because of the inefficiency of the 
Roman army warlike peoples along the frontier 
were hired» "A danger inherent in the 
system was that the foederatl .tight at 
any moment turn their arms against their 
employers. Retaining es they did their 
political autonomy and serving under 
their own chiefs, the foederati were not 
regarded as forming a part of the imperial forces." 54

Under Diocletian (564-505) the legion 35
had six thousand men. H© mobilized about half 
the army and kept it in training camps. He 
increased the army to about four hundred thousand 
men. It is believed that under Constantine there 
were less. Under Constantine there were only 
one thousand or fifteen hundred men in the in
fantry. •Under the successors of Constantine, 
the complete force of the military establishment ' 
was computed at six hundred forty-five thousand

35. Gibbon, op. cit., I,, 268.
34. Boak, op. cit., 363.
35. Duruy, op. cit., VIII., I., 42.
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soldiers,"

Barbarians ware being usdd in lar*or 
nuiabers not only in the euxiliery troops of their 
own nations but even in the legions.

Shortly after Constantine it was impossible
to put six thousand men in the field without

37calling out five legions.

. . #The of men in the legion seemsto have steadily diminished and by the 
end of the fourth century to have sunk to two or even to one thousand. An es
timate begad on the Kotitia gives two 
hundred fifty thousand infantry and one 
hundred ten thousand cavalry on the frontiers# while the comite tense a ccraorise 
one hundred fifty thousand foot and forty- 
six thousand horse. But the calculation 
Is dubious, probably excessive. Generally 
speaking the burden of army service fell 
chiefly on the lowest class. Though every 
subject of the empire was in theory liable 
to service, the wealthier, when any levy took place, were not only allowed, but 
f comPelle<i» to find substitutes 
sufferh" £ | nen ces °f the ?,mplre sh°uld

The legions were withdrawn from Britain • 

long before 476 A, B.

36, Cambridge Ancient History, XI., 288.
37. Duruy, op. cit., VIII., I.,
36. Ibid., VIII., I., 40.

42*
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soldiers.11

Barbarians wore being used in larger 
numbers not only in the ouxiliory troops of their 
own nations but even In the legions*

Shortly after Constantine it was impossible
to put six thousand men In the field without

37
calling out five legions*

"The number of men in the legion seems 
to have steadily diminished and by the 
end of the fourth century to have sunk 
to two or even to ere thousand. An es
timate based on the Not!tie' gives two 
hundred fifty thou s sndi" infan try and one 
hundred ten thousand cavalry on the fron
tiers, while the comltatenses comprise one hundred fifty thousand toot and forty- 
six thousand horse. But the calculation 
is dubious, probably excessive* Generally 
speaking the burden of army service fell 
chiefly on the lowest class. Though every 
subject of the empire was in theory liable 
to service, the wealthier, when any levy 
took place, were not only allowed, but 
practically compelled, to find substitut s 
lest the finances of the Empire should 
suffer." 36

The legions were withdrawn from Britain 
long before 476 A, B.

36, Cambridge Ancient History, XI., 288.
37. Duruy, op. cit., VTII., I*, 48*
36. Ibid., Vili., I., 40.
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At the end of the fourth century there
were one hundred and seventy-five 1oniona mostly

39
stationed in the interior.

At the beginning of the fifth century the 
nominal strength of the troops stationed in the 
Danube provinces, the Orient, Egypt, and Spain 
was five hundred fifty-four thousand five hundred. 
Of these three hundred sixty thousand were limi- 
tanei and one hundred ninety-four thousand field 
troops.

"The Germanic mercenaries in Italy 
— Herculi, Sciri, and others— led by 
Odovacar, demanded for themselves lands 
in Italy such as their kinsmen had been 
granted as foednratl in the provincas*
When their demands were refused they 
mutinied and slew Orestes. Romulus v-;is 
forced to abdicate and Odovaeer assumed 
the title of king (476 A. D.). The soldiers 
were settled on Italian soil and the 
barbarians acquired full control of the 
western Bapire." 40

*

39. Ibid., VIII., I., 40.
40. Boek, op. cit., 385.
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PRAETORIAN GUARD

The praetorian guards were organized by
Augustus as his body-guard. They formed nine
cohorts., each with one thousand men. They were
commanded by two praetorian prael'ects of 'quas-
trian rank. They were recruited from the Italian 

41
peninsula. He kept three cohorts at Rose, but 
stationed the rest in neighboring Italian towns. 
The praetorian guard numbered ten thousand in 
30 A. D. Tiberius, under the pretence of intro
ducing a stricter discipline among the guards, 
brought them to Rome to a permanent fortified
camp. Vitelliue (69 A. D.) reconstituted it from

42
the Italian cohorts. In 193 A* D. Severus uis-*
banded the Praetorian guard, which was composed
of men from Italy or the "thoroughly latinized
provinces," Severus organized a new praetorian
guard from the legions in general, but in par-

43
ticular from those of the a m y  of the Danube. ,

Constantine dissolved the Praetorian 
Guard and organized the protectores. 'The pro
tectores were enrolled for distinguished service

44
and were, therefore, veterans.

41. Ibid., 226.
" 42. Ibid., 237. 43. Ibid., 271.

44. Gibbon, op. elt., II., 656 (Appendix)
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CITIZENS

There were eight y -1 k r e e thousand Roman
citizens who were able to bear anas in tbs first

46
census of Servius Tullius» During the fciiue of
Gracchus there were three hunuroti twenty thousand 

46citizens. Before the beginning of the social
war there were four hundred sixty-three thousand

47able to bear arms. According to the census of
the Emperor Claudius in 47 A. JD. there were six
million nine hundred forty-four thousand Roman 

48citizens. Gibbon estimates that together with
the women ana children they must have numbered
twenty millions. "The number of subjects of an inferior rank was uncertain and fluctuat

ing. But after weighing with attention every circumstance which, could influence 
the balance, it seems probable that there existed-, in the time of Claudius, about twice 
as many provincials as there were citizens, 
of either sex, end of every age; and that 
the slaves were at least equal in number 
to the free inhabitants, of the Roman world. 
The total amount of this imperfect calcu
lation wou},& rise to about one hundred twenty 
millions of persons; a degree of population

46. -award Gibbon, The Decline and 
gall of the Roman Empire. Â New Edition, I«, 54»

46., Prank, op. fit., 393.
47. Gibbon, The Decline and gall of 

the Roman Empire» A New Edition, I», 54»
48. Philip Van Ness Meyers, Rome; Its 

Rise and Fall» 233»
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which possibly exceeds that of modern Europe, 
and forms the most'numerous society that 
has ever been united under the same system of government." 49 -

According to the census of Augustus in 
14 A. D. there were four million nine hundred 
thirty-seven thousand citizens in the Empire, 
an Increase of eight hundred twenty-six thousand 
since 28 3, C.

In tbs reign of Kero there were seven 
million five hundred thousand people in Egypt, 
exclusive of Alexandria#

According to the census of 47 and 48
A. D. there wore about six million Romans, almost

bOa thousand more than in the time of Augustus.
Meyers says there were six million nine hundred51
forty-four thousand.

Between the first and second seiges of 
Rome by Alarlc forty thousand slaves fled to the 
barbarian camp. If they returned to Rome It 
must have been with Aiaric and to guide the

49. Gibbon, The Beeline and Pall of the Roman Empire* I.,
50. Bosk, op. eit., 249.
51. Meyers, op. clt., £33.



barbarians to the plunder of their former op
pressors# Gibbon estimates that at the time of 
Claudius there were sixty million slaves all 
over the Empire,. Some of the citizens had ten 
thousand or twenty thousand slaves and two hun
dred sieves was not considered a large number,
A citizen with only five or ten sieves was con-

52sid.ired either very poor or very mean.

"Among the Romans population had decayed for century after century, end 
the land had /»one steadily out of culti
vation, until nature herself saemed to 
have created the vacuum into which, in 

• time, she inevitably attracted the Germans. 
The rush beyina with the passage of the 
Danube by the Gotha In 375, and is con
tinued in the pnsgare of the Rhine by the 
Vandals, Alens, end Sueves in 406. A hundred years aft^r the passage of the 
Danube the final result of the movement be
gins to appear in .the West. The prefec
ture of Gaul now se-s In each of its three 
former dioceses Teutonic kingdoms estab
lished— Saxons and Jutos in the Britains; Visigoths in the Spains. In the prefec
ture of Italy two of the three dioceses ere 
under powerful barbarian rulers; Oaovacar 
has Just made himself king of Italy, end 
Gaisoric has long been king of Africa; while 
the diocese of lilyrleum is still in the melting-pot,* 53

52, Thomas Hodgkin, Italy end. Her Inw-j-rs. II., 558-559.
53. Cambridge Medieval History, I., 393.
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FIJNAKC £3, R-VENU5S, TAX^S

During the reign of Nero under the manage
ment of Seneca sixty million sesterces were put 
into the state treasury annually.

When Vespasian ascended the throne in
69 A. D. the financial condition of the empire
was bad. The officials in charge of the Aerariun
did not have enough money to pay the Vitallian
veterans from the Praetorian Guard. Vespasian
announced to the people that he would have to
collect forty thousand million sesterces in order
to put the state in sound financial condition.
It Is thought that this was the capital sum needed
and not the yearly revenue. The revenue of the
Aorarium in Augustus’s day wes four hundred mil-

54
milion sesterces.

Since the state was larger, its revenue
had increased in the time of Vespasian. Egypt
produced a revenue of over five hundred million '
sesterces. Revenues were also d rived from the
prosperous regions of Africa, 5 air., Gaul, and 

55
Syria.

54. Cambridge Ancient History, XI., 13.
55. Ibid., XI., 13,
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Taxoa were increased : nd sometimos doubled.
However, this was no hardship, since many of the

56
provinces had increased in wealth.

There were almost five million Jews in
the Bapire. They used to pay two drachmae annually
to the temple at Jerusalem. The Capitolina Temple

57
appropriated this revenue.

A land tax was exacted of the provinces.
The provinces had to pay the annona« called annona 
militaría in most of the provinces.

Egypt and Africa had to pay the annona 
militarla as well as the arm<.na cívica. "Egypt 
fed Rome for four months in the year, and there
fore supplied an amount of corn which, estimated
in money would amount to about two thousand five

58
hundred talents."

There was a poll-tax levied on trade.

After Caracalla (211-217 A. B.) extended' 
the franchise to the provincials they, also,

56. Ibid*, XI., 14.
67. Ibid., XI., 15.
58. W. T. Arnold, Roman System of 

Provincial Administration tb the Accession of 
donsianilne the ¿reat. 1&4.



59fled to pay a five per cent tax on legacies.

There were indirect taxes, such aa five
per cent customs duty or portorie, and e four60per cent tax on slave purchases.

In the fourth century the portoria was 
twelve and one-half per cent.

Mesopotamia and Britain absorb d all the 
revenues by the expense of administration.

’’Under Hadrian the stipendium of 
Asia was twenty-eight million sesterces.
Gaul paid forty million sesterces i-mediately after Its conquest; and, under Constantine,Savigny thinks they paid three hundred 
sixty million sesterces. Sixteen years 
arrears of that province before Hadrian 
amounted to nine hundr d million sesterces.” 61

”The taxes were reasonable. While 
the state drew revenue from state-owned 
mines and.rented crown-lands, from Egyptian factories and a monopoly on salt, from 
moderate port dues, usually of from two 
to five per cent ad valorem, a four 
per cent on manumitted slaves and a, general sales tax of one per cent, the ordinary 
provincial had to pay only the equivalent 
of about ten per cent on the value of 
his annuel produce.— The provincial

55. Frank, op. eit., 535. 
60. Ibid., 519.

. Arnold, op. clt., 194.61
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tax was now being collected honestly,"

Spain had to pay an Indirect tax of five
per cent on inheritances. There was also sn
indirect tax of two per cent as a customs duty.
Septi ius*increased it to two end one-half ner 63
cent*

About half of the land of Sicily had tv 
pay the tribute stjpendarise.

Britain had to pay taxes, but little 
is known about them. It hsd to pay the annonn, 
also.

In Egypt taxes on land we -e sv....tU-V5s 
paid in kind, such a» who it, barley, Ion tils, 
beans, kidney beans, cr- ton, and chaff.

There were some assessment* in money. 
Tliese wore increcs d in the second century.
Sometimes extra assessments were mane.

Every male citizen paid a poll-tax

62. Frame,<o <. tit., old.
,63. Tenney Frank, An Economic Survey of-rsneient Rome, II., 146-T$7.

62



from the time he wss fourteen years of sge until 
the age of exemption was reached (about sixty).

Caracalla {211-217 A. D.) raised the
Inheritance tax from five per cent to ten per
cent. This was imposed on provincials as wall

64es Roman citizens.

"Thus we are to infer that the re
venue e.t the beginning of the Christian 
era was considerably over seventy-five 
million drachmae. This was not all 
derived from direct taxation* but evi
dently large suras came from customs and 
from the exploitation of natural resources 
and monopolies. Whether or not this 
"estimate included the value of the wheat 
shipped to Rome for the snnona cannot be determined." 65

t
The tributes of Asia were raised from 

fifty to one hundred frhirty-five million drachmae 
or about four and one-half million sterling.
The revenue of Egypt under the last and most 
indolent of the Ptolemies w s twelve thousand 
five hundred talents, equivalent to mure than

/two and one-half million of our money. This we.a 
later Increased by the economy of the Ro? ms

64. Frank, A History of Rome. 555.
65. Frank. An Economic Survey of Ancient

Rome. II., 465. ’



29

ana the increase of trade with Aetr.iopia and
India« The tribute of Gaul w-s supposed to be

66
almost equal to that of Egypt.

"From the faint glimmerings of. 
such doubtful end scattered lights we 
should be inclined to believe, 1st,
That (with every fair allowance for the 
difference oftime end circumstances) 
the general income of the Roman provinces 
could seldom amount to less than fifteen 
or twenty millions of our money; and 
2ndly, That so ample a revenue must have 
been fully adequate to all the expenses 
of the moderate government instituted 
by Augustus, whose court was the modest 
family of a private senator, ana whose 
military establishment was calculated 
for the defence of the front! ra, without 
any aspiring views of conquest, or any 
serious apprehension of a foreign in
vasion. w 67

The increase of the pay of the soldierg, 
the repetition of donatives, end the invention 
of new emoluments and indulgences exhausted the 
Roman treasury,

Diocletian (264-505 A. D.) discontinued
the inheritance tax, but introduced the provincial
direct land tax in Italy. When the land owners
were unable to pay this, he made it payable 

66
in kind.

66« Gibbon, op. cit., 1«, 1 •*3•
67« Ibid., 1«, 140«

Frank, A History of Rome, 559.68.
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Because the denarius had deer- ..s-d so 
much in value Aurelien multiplied the .taxes by 
eight.

The ministers of Constantine took the 
wealth of Gaul by exacting twenty-five pieces

60
of gold for the annual tribute of every head.

Rome possessed a vest amount of wealth
in the fora of coin or gold and silver plate.
The nobles at the time craved luxury of that 

70
sort.

f

63. Gibbon, op, oit., II., 135.
70, Ibid., I., 1094
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MONEY— DJESAS-.D

The value of the gold and silver coins 
depreciated some between the time of Augustus and 
the Sever!» It depreciated so much from the time 
of Caracalla to that of Aurelian that copper 
became the standard medium of exchange* The prin
cipal silver coin came to contain no more than 
five per cent of that metal end lat >r no more than 
two per cent. The silver mines were exhausted by 
the time of Cerecella.

"The turning-point in the gradual 
depreciation of the silver currency and 
in the disappearance of gold coins from 
the market wes the reign of Caracalla, 
who replaced the denarius by the Antoni- 
nianus. From his time 'onwards the pur- 
chesing power of the imperial coins stead
ily diminished. The denarius, which- 
corresponded in t*he first! century to 
about eighfcpence halfpenny, and foil just 
a little in the second, became towards 
the middle of the third century worth 
rather less- than a farthing. This decline was not checked even by the reforms of 
Claudius II. and Aurelian (who intro
duced the new currency), though th.se 
reformers definitely broke with the 
ancient practice of issuing real money, • 
with a real commercial value corresponding to the quantity and purity of the metal, 
and introduced a new system of fiduciary money, which had almost no real value at 
all and was only accepted and circulated 
because of its recognition by the estate.” 71

71. Rostovtzeff, op. cifc., 417-413



According to modern metal values the
denarius was worth 'about sixteen cents in the time
of Augustus, but under Nero it went aown to auuufc
twelve cents. The next century it was worth
about eight cents and unc^r Carecslla it wca

72
seldom worth five cents.

The denarius bee era® debased under Nero
and under Septimiua Severus it was one half copper.
In Nero*s reign it was almost pure metal, ninety-
six to the pound. In the reign of Septir-ius
Severus it contained fifty or sixty per cent
of alloy and hed fallen from, a value of about73
seventeen cents to about seven cents.

"The intrinsic value of the aureus 
was reduced like that of the silver denarius: 
Caesar- made forty» to the pound, Caracalla, 
fifty, Constantine, seventy-two; and at 
the same time the amount of pure metal employed decreased, and the quantity of 
alloy increased,— in the first century,
.009; in the second, .0062; in the third 
still more." 74

72. frank, A History of howe. 550.
73. Duruy, op cit., VII., I'., £10.
74. Ibid. , VII. , I», 211.
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The emperors allowed gold with the 
silver, silver with copper, and copper with lead, 
thus debasing coinage. The government mint in 
the third century manufactures base coin. Al
though the government used this brse coin to 
satisfy its creditors it sometimes refused to 
accept it from taxpayers.

"Diocletian did something also to 
correct the confusion in the monetary 
system. But, he tried so many experiments, 
in different standards that It is now 
difficult to equate his coins. The bests 
of his fourth attempt at reform seems to 
be fairly sound. He let the old, almost 
worthless, denarius remain ss it was, a 
silver-washed copper coin. It now passed 
as worth less than half a cent, and that 
in fact appears to have been approximately 
Its intrinsic value. A real silver 
denarius, like that of the early Empire, 
was also issued, though not in groat 
quantities. Perhaps silver was not plentiful for a heavy coinage of them.
It was valued at fifty of the copper 
ones end was surely worth that, the 
gold aureus, a coin long Issued, was 
enlarged to about one fiftieth or one 
sixtieth of a pound and was therefore 
worth over four dollars. That too was 
honest coinage. The ratios of the metals 
seem to have been about es in the Repub
lic. Gold: silver*--about lb;l; silver: 
copper— about 120:1. Because of the 
difficulty of procuring enough gold, and 
silver for circulation he isau d bags 
of copper Antoninlani. called.folles.
The bags held aooiut three hundred twelve 
pounds of these petty coins, and. the 
bags, weighed and sealed at the mint, 
passed for about one-eighth of a pound
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of sold, or nearly forty dollars.’*

Later he lowered the weight of the old
coins and the copper. The denarius fell to

76-
one-tenth of its value.

Gold, silver, and copper besr about
the same ratio to each other as before. Frank
believes that this means that there was still
much gold and silver in the empire. Much of
the land was used for grazing, factories were
closed, and the industrial system was badly broken
down on account of the debasement of coinage,

77
piracy, end brigandage.

"Diocletian coined ar^entej, of 
which ninety-six were made to the pound,, 
their weight averaging 3.40 gr. and aurel 
sixty to the pound, weighing therefore 
5.42 gr., which gave then an intrinsic 
value of about S3.41; lastly, aenarii, 
of copper, of folles. worth 1/268th of 
an aureus or about a cent and a quarter*This last figure is unfortunately uncer
tain; it is therefore proper to exercise 
discretion in respect to the view we 
have just given wherein values are stated , 
on the scale of. the worth of the copper 
denerlusi." 78

75. Frank, A History of Rome, 056.
76. Ibid., 557.
77. Ibid., 558.

Duruy, op. cit., VII., II., 403.78.



"At an interval of more than a 
century Tiberius left in the treasury 
nearly the same sum--about one hundred 
forty-five million dollars of our money*w 79

Antonias, in 161 A. D., at the tine of 
his death, had placed in the treasury six hun
dred seventy-five million sesterces. This was 
equivalent to about a hundred and forty .million
dollars, the same amount that Tib riua hr a left80In the treasury.

Co?modug (177-198 A. D.) left no more
than eight thousand pounds.

79. Ibid., VI., I., £55.
80. Ibid., VI., I., 255
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RESOURC ;::s

In her early history Italy was very
rich. South Italy, Sicily, and Sardinia wore
the richest grain markets in the world. They

tlexported much grain to Greece and Africa.

Italy did not have ¡many mineral resources
and those that she did have wore not widely developed.
Metal was necessary for coinage and other purposes.
»Viost of it was imported from the provinces of

OBSpain, Gaul, and the Danube.

Italy exported wine and olive-oil to 
the Danube provinces, Africa, Britain, and German; 
Greece and Asia Minor supplied the eastern pro
vinces, especially thd northern shores of the 63Black Sea.

“Campania exported chiefly iron and bronze were, some pottery, wine, 
olive oil and Campanian orn-mente. The 
rich Po valley exported wine, pitch, 
lumber, grain, pork, wool ,,nd cloth, 
chiefly to Rome and jv.rs that contained

61. Rostovtzeff, op. cit. 
82. Ibid., 67.
63. Ibid., 67.

* 3-10
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Venetian and Istrisn products have been 
found far up in the valleys of the Tyrol.** 64

During the early empire the "ex
change of manufactured goods, articles 
not of luxury but of everyday use, was 
exceedingly active. Egypt remained the 
only center of production for' linen g .rmen’s and paper. Large masses of woolen stuffs 
were exported from Asia Minor, Italy, and 
Gaul. Italian red-glazed pottery of Alex
andria, had no rivals. Glass was produced 
in Syria, in Alexandria, and in large masses 
in South Italy. Clay lamps were one of 
the main specialties of Italy. Clay lamps 
in amber were made exclusively in Aquileia, 
which imported the raw material from Ger
many and made it Into fine small mirrors, 
boxes, flagons, etc., tor export." 65

Wine, oil, Arrentine pottery, metal
plate, Auclssa safety pins, lamps, and Campanian
blown glass were exported to many certs of the

86
Bnpire during the Augustan period.

Under Auguslms and his successors the 
growing of the vine was extensively developed 
in Gaul end the olive in Spain and later in 
Africa. In Italy there was a tendency to develop

84. Frank, A History of Ro^e. 3*«*.
85. Rostovtzeff, op. ¿it., 67.
66. Cambridge Ancient History, XX., 68.
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these products end to neglect the cereals.

During the reign of Domltlan (81-96 
A. D.) there was more wine than wheat produced 
In Italy end elsewhere. Hr passed a decree for
bidding the planting of any more vines in Italy, 
and ordering them to be reduced by one-half in 
the provinces and wheat to be planted in their
place. However, this decree was not rigidly

88
enforced.

Italy did not produce enough corn for 
its own use, the array, and the -"abble, so they 
imported it from Africa and Egypt. The emperors 
.encouraged the production of co n in Egypt es
pecially, in order to prevent famines. Whatever 
remained above their heeds was sold in the market.
The corn trade was restricted end this was pro-89
fitable for Italy. *

There vv re not many forests along the

-67

B7. Rostovtzeff, op. cit., 90-9.1,
86- Cambridge Ancient History, XI., 38 
69. Ibid., XI., 95-97.
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Mediterranean owing to deforestation and the 
washing away of the soil, Twenty per cent of the 
area of Spain was in forests, five and two tenths 
per cent of Portugal, fifteen end seven tenths 
per cent of Italy, end nine and three tenths 
per cent of Greece.

During the first two centuries commerce
was the greatest source of wealth, Industry
was also an important source of wealth. This was
especially true of those local industries which
could not be reproduced anywhere else, such as
fine colored clothes and carpets of Asia Minor
and Phoenicia, woolen garments of Asia Minor,
linen of Syria and Egypt, paper of Egypt, and the

30glass of Syria and Egypt.

During the time of the Flavians and the 
Antonines industry rapidly decentralized. In
dustry left Greece forever. Italy was no longer 
an important industrial center. The provinces

90. Rostovtzoff, op. cit., 181-182.



of Britain, Spain, Germany, and Gaul, especially
the latter, now produced goods that had formerly

91been produced mostly in Italy,

Spain had valuable natural resources 
in her soil, Spain wes also noted for its minerals 
silver, copper, iron, tin, lend, mercury, end 
cinnabar. These were a source of wealth during 
the time of the Flavians and the Antonines*
Gold was found in Spain in the beds of the rivers 
Tagus, Bouro, end Tader and in the mines of 
Galicia, Asturia, and Lusitania, In the time of 
Pliny the Elder (23**? 31 A. D.) the letter three 
produced twenty thousand pounds of -old a year, 
#4,300,00. A silver mine near Garthsgena pro
duced about three huntired thousand pounds a year. 
Although the silver mines were more numerous, 
they were harder to work. The surplus quantity 
of fish was salted and exported, Materials for 
dyes and drugs cteme from Spain. Mice w-s also

93

91 .

92.
496,

93.
I,, 199-200.

Ibid., 153.
Cambridge Ancient History, XI., 492- 

Olbbon, op. cit., New Edition,
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found in Spain. Spain supplied Rome end Italy
with wheat, wine, and olive, oil. Honey be-s-
wax, pitch, linen goods, end the products of
esparto were also exported. Hr® was a famous 

94
export.

Noricuia had rich iron and lead mines 95
and forests. The mines were owned by the state.

The rich iron mines of Dalmatia were
very necessary to the Romans to provide arms and 
weapons for the armies of the Danube. Those

96
mines were under the control of the emperors.

wThis or gy of spend in;: fro®. 107 
onwards, on buildings, games, conglaria 
(sna probably a donative) and a'llmenia"* 
su,¿^ests very powerfully the recent, acquisition of muctf ready money; and there 
is evidence available to confirm the 
suggest,ion. in the de «laglstratibus 
(ij., ¿6) Johannes Ly^us quotes traJan’s 
doctor, T. otatllius Crito, who accom
panied him to Dacia, for the statement 
"that Trajan brought back five million 
pounds weight of gold, the double of 
silver, besides a prodigious quantity 
of other plunder end over five hundred # 
thousand very bellicose prisoners with

94. Cambridge Ancient History, XI.,
492-496.

95. Rostovtpeff, op, cit,, 217.
96. Ibid., 225.
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thoir arms. Crito is good authority, but these figures are frankly impossible; 
a simple palaeographies! error has how
ever been alleged for th.-ir multiplication 
tenfold in transmission. Divided by ten, 
the results are still striking. The 
fifty thousand warlike prisoners may 
easily have provided for the shows; end 
in effect Trajan had received in addition 
a cash windfall of the value of two thou
sand two hundred fifty million sesterces 
in gold alone, together with about four 
hundred thirty million in silver (on the 
existing standard) besides the worth of 
the other articles. This total, of at 
least two thousand seven hundred million 
sesterces, is considerably greeter than the whole sum of disbursement- recorded 
by Augustus in the Res Gestae, and the 
expenditure of Trajan following years
sinks into proportion. Further, there was 
reason to expect a per anant rise in the 
income from the Dacian mines, which wars 
at once re-opened under the surveillance 
of imperial officials. The acquisition 
of so great •an amount of gold and prospect 
of a steady fresh supply caused a disloca
tion in the exchange relation of the two 
precious metals. A p-pyrus seems to show 
that in Egypt between 107 and 112 the price 
of gold fell in terms of silver by about 
four per cent, and the prefect was »sk-d 
to adjust the rate of exchange between the 
drachma and the aureus. This represents 
a very large fall, but it gains support 
from the increase at about this time of 
the alloy in the denarius from ten to 
fifteen per cent. There remain a few items 
of expenditure of which the date is still , 
uncertain.” 97

97. Cambria«'9 Ancient History, HI.,214-216.



Yellow marble with a red vein w;soe
exported from Africa. After the conquest Rome
demanded wheat from Africa and discouraged oth -r
products. However* this was changed in the third

99century and other products were encouraged.

In the second century Sicily had ceased
to supply Rome with grain. Africa was already
showing signs of distress. Egypt coula still
furnish grain, because Sts soil was fertilized
by the Kile waters every year. The Zestern
provinces were only self-pufficin Syria and

IDOAsia gained wealth through commerce.

Gaul was still flourishing and pottery
was e very Important inuuatry. Gaul furnished. 101valuable assistance to the army.

In Italy at this time rhere w~ a a
temporary Improvement in cereal culture, especially

10Pin the North and Campania.

38* Ibid., XI., 48».
99. Ibid., XI., 485.
100. Frank, A History of Rome, 581-588.
101. Ibid., 5f.5.
108. Ibid., 522.
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In the' second century there wav a short*
sga of oil in Italy* Olives were grown in Africa
where the soil and rainfall were such as were
unfavorable to grain. Oil for lamps* the kitchen
and the toilet were found at ell the markets.
Africa also imported to Italy in particular,
horses and mules, wine, fruit, vegetables, and
mineral products used, in making dyes and medicines.
It also imported citrus or thuya wood used in
m? king furniture; delicacies for the table; liors,
panthers, end beers for the amphitheater; void
dust, ivory, precious stones, ostrich forth-^rs,105
and black slaves. One-third of all the corn 
consumed in home and Italy w-;s produced there.

In 128 A. D , ‘the exhaustion of the soil
104was beginning to cause distress in Africa.

The prosperity of the African province 
declined in the fourth century.

1
After Africa wes taken by the Vandals 

in 442 A. D., the best lends were given to the

105. Cambridge Ancient History, XI.,484-488.
104. Frank, A History of Hors, 490.
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Germans. The Germans were not taxed. Even the
agricultural lands possessed by the Vandals were
neglected. This caused much distress. However,
in spite of all this c om was still exported to
Spain and Gaul. The trade in slaves was still
important. Jewels, silks, snd other luxuries

10bwere imported for the ruling class.

Gaul possessed large forests. It ex
ported hides, cheeses, and hams. Gallic clocks, 
sails, and mattresses were in demand. Pottery
and glass-making were an important industry.

106The pottery wes widely exported.

Gaul imported bronze from Cauua and 107glass from Egypt.

Pottery-making always flourished in
Gaul. Its products were exported to the regions

106of the Rhine, the .Danube, and bo Britain.

10b. if.. S. Bouchior, Life and Letters in North Africa. 107. “  -
106. Cambridge Ancient History, XI., 50b.
107. Frank, An Economic Survey ofAncient Roma. III., 540. ~~
108. Ibid., III., 541-542.
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”N^ron avait donne l’exemple. Le 
denier d’argent ét^lt la monnaie courante; 
11 en avait diminue le poids de 3 gr.
90 a 3 gr, 40 environ, et ebalsse la 
teneur d’argent de 1 ’alliage, de 39 ou 
98% a ,90%. Sous Antonin-le-Pieux, le taux était, encore de 60%, Sept!':;:—
Severe, au cours^do son règne, le réduisit progr rsslvexent a 50 ou 40%. A mesure 
que lui reviennent les pièces anciennes, 
l’Etat s’ingénie à tirer un petit profit 
de leur refonte; it les dévalue de moitié. Mais le public sombe s’être aperçu de 
l’opération; lui aussi recherche les pièces anciennes. 0n ya eV" frappe" du 
nombre dus pièces, anterieures a la fin 
du second slecl^ que contenait le trésor 
de Cologne cache sous Mexirain. Les nou
veaux deniers sont devenus une monnaie fiduciaire a cours force.

"Carecalla s’attaque a la nonnaie 
d’or. L’aureus qui représentait primi
tivement 1/4Ù& de la livre avait etc" 
réduit par Néron b l/4be. Il pesait 
7 grammes 20, Caracalla le réduisit à 
l/50e, soit 6 gr. 50. La diminution 
était d’environ JL7%. Quant è la monnaie 
d’argent, sanszsupprime^ l’anclent denier dévalué,^11 créa e cote de lui une nou
velle pièo$, l’antoninlanus, de valeur un peu supérieur^ â celle du denier 
puisou’elle représentait l/20e su lieu de l/2ôe <fe l’aureus. Le poids moyen 
en était de 5 grammes. Mais l’alliage 
en était le même que celui du denier, 
soit environ 50% d’argent.” 109

The plains of Gsscocy in Narbonne and 
Aquitane and the land ïrefcwoen the Loire ana the

109. Ibid., III., 575-576
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Scheldt produced lerge quantities of wh:<?.t and
furnished much for the annona. Wheat vims shipped

110by means of the sea and the rivers.

The forests of Gaul were also important
commercially. They furnished wood for fuel for

111the baths at Rome and lumber for bulletin?. .

The vine was widely cultivated in Gaul.
Trad© in wine was so flourishing that the culm _•
of the vine was forbidden under the Republic.
However, the culture of the ine flourished and
spread from Nerbonne to the regions of the Rhine

112and Vienne. The wine of Vienne wig famous.

About the middle of the second century
113Gaul imported olive eil to Italy. The woolen

114garments of Gaul were used to supply the army.

The chief metal industry was iron and 
from it were made the tools necessary for agri
culture and other professions. Bronze also

110. Ibid., III., 579.
111. Ibid., III., 573-580
112. Ibid., III., 560-5^2
113. Ibid., III., 586.
114. Ibid,, III., or 7.
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furnished an Important Industry.
115

Jewels of gold, silver, and bronr. 
116

were made and exported.

Glass-making improved in Gaul up to117
the fourth century, when It declined. The 
coramerce which flourished in the early empire 
also declined.

The artificial display of the empire
had drained its resources. At the --md of the
fourth century and the beginning of the fifth

118
agriculture alone seemed to be flourishing.

The general prosperity of the first
two centuries had deolinea. Money had devaluated

*and gold was scarce. The people bartered for 
goods end paid their taxes in kind. Each pro
vince was sufficient unto itself because

115. Ibid., III., 667-588
116, Ibid., III., 583.
117. Ibid., III., Ô5B3-63&
118. Ibid., III., 643.
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transportation was difficult and unsafe.
Gaul turned to agriculture «s an industry and

120compared to the other provinces It appeared rich.

119

Before the conquest Britain exported
minerals, slaves, dogs, and agricultural produce;
after the conquest, silver and lend, agricultural
produce, slaves, hunting-dogs, oysters, pearls,

121
and probably iron and gold. In the fourth century

122woolen cloaks were a valu; ble export to the East.

Although the mines of Britain were not
as important as those of Spain and Dacia, yet

123
they were of great value. Britain was one of
the chief sources of silver and lead. It also
produced gold, copper, iron, tin, and coal.
Most of the gold, sliver, and lead were state 124
property.

119. Ibid., III., 643.
120. Ibid., III., 643.
121. Cambridge Ancient History, Xt.,515-518.
122. Frank, An Economic Survey of 

Ancient Rome. III., lltT '
123. Ibid., III., 34.
124. Ibid., III., 111.



Germany exported terra siglXlata.
Cologne glass, bronze, and metal. It also fur-

185niehed auxiliary troops for the army*

Pontua and Bitbynla were rich provinces#
The soil was suitabXe for cultivation and there
were extensive forests. Tunny, caught in the126sea, was exported.

Pannonia was covered with forests and
furnished bears and bison for hunting. Moesie
had rich corn lends, fruit, and cgttla. Illyricum
was one of the chief slave markets at first.

"The iron and silver mines of Southern 
Pannonia and Dalmatia, the iron and gold 
of Noricum, Moesia’a mineral wealth,'end Dacia’s fabulously rich gold deposits 
were an immense source of revenue to the 
treasury. No leas important was the,fact 
that the provisioning of largo numbers 
of troops, and the growing prosperity 
of the land Itself made possible a <?roat 
Industrial expansion In Italy end on the Rhine." 127

Asia exported marble, wine, oil, wool, 
leather, cattle, agricultural produce, and

125. Cambridge Ancient History, XI., 539.
126. Ibid., H., 576-577.

Ibid., XI., 584.127.
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Industrial manufactures. Only metal were w- s
imported; all other things were furnished by the186province itself.

Cappadocia h-=d poor soil. Rock-crystal,
onyx, and red lead or cinnabar were obtained
from its quarries. The chief exports were Iiors.?s 189end slaves.

Syria exported wines, uried figs, and 
demasons of Damascus, linen cloth, glass-ware,

T
and purple dyes and also supplied the west wit!

130slaves and recruits for the army.

"In an ’Exposition of the whole world and of nations* translated from 
Greek in the time of Constentius (soon 
after 345) much attention is still peid 
to the economic intercourse between the different parts of the Empire, Greece 
itself is said to be unable to satisfy 
its own needs, but in regard to many of 
the other provinces it is expressly noted 
that they ere sufficient unto themselves. 
Besides, most of them produce goods which 
are exported to other places. Aacalon 
and Gaza, for example, are said to pro
vide excellent wine for Syria end Egypt;

128. Ibid., XI., 564.
189. Ibid., ZI., 609-610
130. Ibid., XI., 627.



Scytholpolls, Laodicea (in Surie), Byblus, Tyre, Sarepta and Keapolis are famous in 
the same way for their purple-dyed tissues. 
Egypt supplied Constantinople end the 
Baste,v provinces with corn and has a 
monopoly in the production of papyrus.
From Ca.-'padocia furs are obtained, from 
Galatia different kinds of clothing. 
Laodicea in Phrygia has given a name to 
garments of a special kind. Asia and the 
Hellespont produce corn,'win*, end oil; 
in Macedonia end Dalmatia, iron and lead 
mines are noted; in Bardana (Illyria)! 
pastoral pursuits are prevalent and b= con and che se are .sent to market, while 
Epirus is distinguished by its large 
fishing trade. The Western provinces 
ere not described in such a minute way 
but fire Italian wines are mentioned, 
the trade of Arles for Imports into Gaul 
is noted, and Spain is extolled on account of its oil, cloth, badon and mules. Oil 
is also said to be largely supolied by 
the African province, while clothing and 
cattle come from Numidle. Pennoni» end 
Mauretania are the only provinces mentioned 
as carrying on the sieve trade.* 131

During the Age of the Antoninea the 
Roman Ikapire extended over two thousand miles 
in breadth, from the wall of Antoninus and the 
northern limits of Dacia, to Mount Atlas and the 
tropic of Cancer and In length more than three 
thousand miles from the Western Ocean to the 
Euphrates. *It was situated in the finest part

131. Cambridge Medieval History, I., ; 48



of the Temperste zone, hotwe n the twenty-fourth
and fifty-sixth degrees of northern latitude;
and that It was supposed to contain abov*' sixtier
hundr d thousand square miles, for the most part

132of fertile and wel 1 -cu 11ivated land."

The Bapire was bounaed by the Euphrates 
on the East, the desert on the South in Africa, 
the Atlantic on the West, and the Rhine find 
Danube on the North. Augustus had attempted to 
make the Elbe the Northern boundary, but he' 
abandoned it for the Rhine * ffcer the defeat of 
Varus in 9 A. D.

The province of Achtla in Greece was 
poor in the imperial period. The richer lands 
still produced corn,*oil, grapes, and wine.

Egypt was to supply one third of the 
grain used in Rome, or five million bushels 
annually.

t

Wheat was the chief crop of Egypt.
Barley was exported to Rome for the cavalry for

53..

132. Gibbon, op. cit., I., 25.
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the manufacture of beer, ana ptisan, a bry^a, 
which had medicinal uses# Spelt was produced 
in Egypt.

The legumes, lentils, beans, kidney 
beans, chick-pea, vetch, and lupin were widely 
grown« Egypt produced much flax which was widely 
exported as were also mustard and arise.

"Oil was extracted from various 
vegetables: sesame, croton, cnecus, rici- 
nus, raphanus, chartinum, snd from a 
nettle called cnidinua. The cultivation 
of raphanus was said to be more profit
able than that of wheat *nd the rate of 
taxation was lower. Ricinus- or Gici-oil 
was.used chiefly for lamps, but Strabo 
says that the poorer classes used it as 
a substitute for olive oil," 133

Ointments end perfumes were made at 
Alexandria, Papyrus, figs, end tint -:s wsru pro
duced, The vine was widely cultivated ana usea 
in making wine* Wine was also made from figs,

Marbel and granite were quarried and
tsalt and carbonate of sods were also obtained.

There were deposits of gypsum with which 
they made piaster. Ochre, one, variety of which

133* Frank, An Economic Survey of Ancient Rome, u . , 3. .
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was used for making red paint, was also obtained.

Sicily and Sardinia furnished r̂? in
to Korne»

"We do not know how much wheat 
Sicily sent to Rome in the first century 
of the Empire» Tenney Frank’s conjecture 
that she supplied one per cent of the 
entire demand of the peninsula, that is, 
about one million five hundred thou
sand bushels (Ec* History of Rome, 1927, 430), represents one million six hundred 
thirty-three thousand bushels less than 
the total and postulates a shrinkage of 
more than fifty per cent in the cultiva
tion of the wheat area,.-; We should probably 
think in terms of larger exports, perhaps 
one and one-half per cent of the entire 
demand of Italy» When Egypt, Rome’s 
granary par excellence» furnished no more 
than three and "’one-third per cent (five 
million bushels), or even let us say with 
one per cent, must still have been regarded as a not negligible source of sup
ply. Be that as it may, there is. sufficient 
evidence that Sicilian farmers raised 
a large exportable surplus," 134

It la estimated that Rome’s acreage 
was doubled by the seizure of the Po valley and 
by the acquisition of land following the Punic 
War, That made a total of about fourteen million 
acres. Fifty dollars per acre Is usually given

134. Ibid., III., 249-350.
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for unimproved land. That would make the soil
value of Roms about one billion dollars. Ready

135capital was scarce.

After the time of Constantine the
fertile province of Campania extended between tho
sea and the Apennines from the Tib nr to the?
Silarus. Because of the ruin of agriculture the
emperors found it necessary to remit tin tribute
in many places. Hadrian in 117 A. D* remitted
taxes which amounted tc nine hundred million ses- 

136
terces. Sixty years after th .■ death of Constan
tine, in the province of Campania an exemption 
was made to three hundred, thirty thousend English
acres of desert and uncultivated land, one-eighth137
of the province.

The plains of Apulia were ruined by 
the pasturage of flocks. The Etruscan lands.

135. Frank, A History of Rome, 393.
136. Frank Frost Abbott, A History '

and Description of Roman Political IhaiTtutlona. 325.
137. Gibbon, op. cite, X •, 353•
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were ruined by the standing stagnant waters and
138

the lack of drainage.

During the second and third centuries
there was no waste or exhausted land in Italy
except in some districts of Lstium, Etruria, and
the Greek cities of South Italy. Tile soil in
those regions had never been rich and it was ruined

139by deforestation and the neglect of drainage.

/

138. Duruy, op. cit., VIII., I., 53-54
139. Rostovtzeff, op. cit., 323-330.
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SUi&SAKT

By 478 A. Be Borne, which had shortly 
before this ruled moat of the civilized world, 
had lost most of her Important possessions# 
Britain, Spain, Gaul, and Africa, which were 
rich in natural resources and minerals and had 
supplied Rome with much *7rain, were under the 
control of other powers and Italy itself was 
under the power of the Germans.

Although the army did not decrease 
in numbers, it did not consist of Romans. In 
the first century many of the recruits wore taken 
from Spain. In the first century and the early 
part of the second the German armies were largely 
recruited from Gaul. During th> second century 
the auxiliaries were not citizens, but were 
granted citizenship at the termination of their 
service. At the end of the second century the 
Roman army represented the barbarians in lercre

t

numbers. In the third century the army was made 
up of mercenaries who were taken from the least 
civilized tribes of he empire, Illyrians, Arabs, 
Thracians, Moors, end Britons. As e&n be ro.dily 
seen, they would not b@ a great protection to
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Rome. They had lost all loyalty. As Inhabitants 
of the frontier they had no Interests in common 
with the peaceful provinces, They" followed whoever 
could give them the most plunder or pay. As a 
result Rome could not depend on them.

There was little or no money in Rome 
In 476 A. D., although many people were surrounded 
by luxuries, lovely homes, expensive and rare 
furniture, works of art, numbers of slaves, and 
silver plate. Money had devaluated greatly and 
much of it had been foolishly spent by the 
emperors.

Italy and its provinces were rich in 
natural resources. However, even in the first 
century A. D. there Vas a tendency to neglect the 
cultivation of wheat for the vine. In the fifth 
century much of the land w*s uncultivated. This 
was partly due to the feet that most of it was 
in the hands of large land-holders, who did not 
take care of it, pertly to the heavy tax burden 
which caused small land-holders to abandon the 
land or sell it to the large land-holders, pertly 
to the pasturage of flocks which ruined the land, 
end partly to the debasement of coinage. The 
decline of agriculture meant a lack of wealth
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as well as of necessary food.

Commerce had been a source of wealth 
In the first and .second centuries, but since the 
various industries spread to all parts of the 
Umpire It ceased to be profitable. Piracy, 
brigandage, and the devaluation of coinage had 
a harmful effect on commerce.

It may not be correct to say thah 
Rome lacked natural resources# It is probably 
more correct to say that those that Rome did 
have were not being developed. The land Is a 
good example of this.

Rome, at the time of the conquest, 
was sadly lacking In men, money, and natural 
resources.

1
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