
space for presentations, 

speeches, and interviews. 

The Library is also home to 

The CAVE (Creighton Ad-

vanced Visualization Envi-

ronment), a dedicated 

classroom space that hous-

es a 35-foot long by 8-foot 

high curved wall, which is 

ideal for displaying large or 

extremely detailed images. 

Students and faculty can 

use The CAVE to facilitate 

presentations by displaying 

many images, charts, or 

texts simultaneously.  

Support Services 

Perhaps most importantly, 

staff at the Reinert-Alumni 

Library have the training 

necessary to help students 

use this new technology. 

While some of our technolo-

gy is quite user-friendly, it 

can sometimes be daunting 

to edit a video, scan a 3D 

object, or turn a complex 

dataset into a visually ap-

O ver the past year, staff 

at Reinert-Alumni Li-

brary have noted a dra-

matic uptick in assign-

ments with significant tech-

nology requirements. Stu-

dents are increasingly be-

ing asked to create video or 

audio recordings, edit imag-

es, and visually represent 

statistical data. A few 

courses have even more 

demanding requirements, 

and call upon students to 

build whole websites, proto-

type physical designs, or 

create digital representa-

tions of 3D objects. The 

Library realizes that not all 

students will possess the 

tools or technical 

knowledge necessary to 

complete these assign-

ments. We’re here to help!    

New Technologies 

Acting to meet this new 

demand, the Library has 

vastly expanded the learn-

ing technology services of-

fered to students, staff, and 

faculty. We have new tools 

and training that can help 

students build, create, re-

search, evaluate, and pre-

sent in their courses. 

A description of much of 

what we have to offer is 

available on the library’s 

technology page, though 

this list is by no means ex-

haustive. Our new technolo-

gy includes digital and vid-

eo cameras (including Go-

Pro camera kits), micro-

phones, and even a porta-

ble green-screen with lights. 

The Library also has three 

“creation stations” specially 

outfitted with software to 

assist with multimedia crea-

tion. Each one is equipped 

with a suite of the latest 

video, image, and audio 

editing software. We have 

expanded our 3D printing 

and design capabilities over 

the last year as well, and 

now have multiple laptops 

with 3D modelling software, 

and a handheld 3D scanner 

available for checkout.  

Dedicated Spaces 

It is worth mentioning that 

the Library has spaces spe-

cifically set aside to use 

this technology. Our study 

rooms make ideal practice 

Teaching and Learning with Library Technology 

By William Dooling and Debra Sturges 
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T he Library is facing 

some difficult decisions 

regarding its journal collec-

tion. Journal prices contin-

ue to rise by 6 to 7% each 

year, while our resources 

budget remains flat. Some 

cancellations are needed to 

balance the budget. In the 

past we targeted journals 

with little or no usage, but 

this action has become 

more difficult due to the 

“big deal” from publishers. 

With a big deal purchase, a 

publisher offers access to 

their entire inventory at a 

negotiated price far below 

retail. If the same journals 

were purchased separately, 

the cost would run in the 

millions. The caveat is that 

individual journals cannot 

be cancelled. Libraries ini-

tially flocked to the big deal, 

but as budgets have tight-

ened this all-or-nothing 

model has become an alba-

tross that cannot be sus-

tained.  

The Reinert-Alumni and  

Health Sciences Libraries 

share three big deal pack-

ages, from Springer, Wiley, 

and Elsevier. To meet our 

budget, Springer has been 

unbundled for 2017 and 

access has ceased as of 

January. Springer was tar-

geted because of its higher 

cost-per-use and because it 

was due for renewal. 

Libraries Respond to Tightening Budget 

By Jim Bothmer 
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If our budget remains flat 

and if prices continue to 

rise, we will unbundle an-

other package next year. 

Losing Springer means we 

lose nearly 1,650 journals. 

We will maintain access to 

a few selected titles, how-

ever, and we can obtain 

individual articles through 

interlibrary loan (ILL). There 

is currently no charge for 

ILL, although recovery fees 

may become necessary. 

We will do everything we 

can to minimize the impact 

of cancellations. If you have 

questions, please contact 

Jim Bothmer, University 

Librarian, at x2217 or 

jbothmer@creighton.edu.  

Professional Development Notes 

Jim Bothmer, University Li-

brarian, Rick Kerns, Head of 

Technical Services, and 

Arnette Payne, Cataloging 

Librarian, attended the Ne-

braska Library Association 

(NLA) Conference in Omaha 

(October). 

Christine Carmichael, Refer-

ence & Web Services Li-

brarian, attended the Inter-

net Librarian Conference in 

Monterey, CA (October).  

William Dooling, Reference & 

Instructional Services, pre-

sented “Show Us How: As-

sessing Student Infor-

mation-Seeking Strategies 

Through Open-Ended Ques-

tions” at the Georgia Inter-

national Conference on 

Information Literacy in At-

lanta, GA (September).  

Mary Nash, Head of Refer-

ence, attended the NLA 

Conference (October), the 

ARL Library Assessment 

Conference in Atlanta, and 

the Brick & Click Academic 

Library Conference at 

Northwest Missouri State 

(November). 

Debra Sturges, Head of Ac-

cess Services, attended the 

Designing Libraries for the 

21st Century Conference at 

the University of Calgary, 

Canada (September). 

Becky Wymer, Systems Li-

brarian, received DoIT’s Key 

Contributor Award for her 

project management of the 

Ex Libris Alma/Primo migra-

tion and implementation 

(September). 

$ 

mailto:jbothmer@creighton.edu
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demic attention. The major 

awards are: 

Eisner Awards — For creative 

achievement in American 

comic books; the industry's 

equivalent to the Oscars. 

Harvey Awards — Named for 

writer and artist Harvey 

Kurtzman (1924–1993). 

Ignatz Award — Recognizes 

outstanding achievements 

in comics and cartooning by 

small press creators. 

Hugo Awards — For best sci-

ence fiction or fantasy. 

National Book Awards — Es-

tablished by the American 

Booksellers Association. 

Newbery Medal — Given to 

the author of “the most 

distinguished contribution 

to American literature for 

children" by the Association 

for Library Service to Chil-

dren (ALSC).  

Caldecott Medal — Awarded 

for best children’s picture 

book, also from the ALSC. 

In addition to award win-

ners, we consult annual 

“best” lists from ALA and its 

divisions, and screen re-

views in Booklist, Library 

Journal, and elsewhere. 

Finally, we add graphic nov-

els that have maintained 

popularity over time. 

We’ve been able to build a 

modest collection frugally 

by purchasing used books 

in good condition. Circula-

tion to date shows that us-

ers find the collection 

worthwhile, and sugges-

tions are always welcome. 

The Graphic Novels Collec-

tion (GRNV) is located on 

the main level, just inside 

the library entrance. 

Our Recommendations 

The Contract with God Trilogy: 

Life on Dropsie Avenue, by Will 

Eisner 

PN 6727.E4 A6  

Maus: A Survivor’s Tale, by Art 

Spiegelman  

DS 135.P63 S68  

March, by John Lewis  

E 840.8.L43 A33 (vol.1 of 3) 

Batman: The Dark Knight Saga, 

by Frank Miller 

PN 6728.B36 M5453 

The Complete Persepolis, by 

Marjane Satrapi 

PN 6747.S245 P4713 

The Best of The Spirit, by Will 

Eisner 

PN 6728.S63 E26  

The Walking Dead, by Charles 

Kirkman 

PN 6727.K586 W348 (15 vols.) 

V for Vendetta, by Alan Moore 

PN 6737.M66 V2 

I n recent years and with-

out much fanfare, aca-

demic libraries of all sizes 

have been adding graphic 

novels to their shelves. The 

graphic novel is increasing-

ly viewed as an instruction-

al resource for teaching 

and research, not simply a 

comic book for children or 

leisure reading. Since the 

nineties, the professional 

literatures of librarianship, 

education, history, and oth-

er fields have discussed the 

proliferation, growing inter-

est, artistic or literary merit, 

pedagogical value, and in-

fluence of this format on 

popular culture. 

For years the Library has 

collected books about com-

ics and graphic literature, 

as well as a few well-known 

examples. Then we began 

to notice how heavily they 

were being used. A copy of 

Maus: A Survivor’s Tale by 

Art Spiegelman was placed 

on reserve for a course. The 

University Librarian was 

even asked by a student 

why we didn’t have more 

graphic novels. In response 

to this growing interest, last 

fall we created the Graphic 

Novels Collection. 

To begin, we have focused 

on titles that have won ma-

jor awards or attracted aca-

The Graphic Novel Comes of Age  

By Mike Poma 

Art Spiegleman’s Maus, 

depicting the Jewish 

Holocaust with a cast of 

mice, was awarded the 

Pulitzer Prize in 1992. 
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Copyright Brings Pain — and Protection

By Debra Sturges 

• If you find something on 

the web or pick it up at a 

conference, that doesn’t 

mean you may distribute it. 

Now for the Good News 

Your librarians can handle 

all the investigation, com-

munication, and hassle that 

might come with copyright 

compliance. We can sug-

gest alternatives when per-

missions are not available 

or become too costly. In 

following “fair use” guide-

lines, we protect the Univer-

sity from any infringement 

accusations. The staff will 

review your syllabus, link to 

articles in our subscription 

databases, obtain items as 

needed, scan items with  

ADA-compatible formatting, 

and post easy-to-use elec-

tronic course reserves. 

Questions? Faculty are in-

vited to visit our Copyright 

Information page or to con-

tact Debra Sturges, Head of 

Access Services, at x4756 

or ralcirc@creighton.edu. 

U nauthorized use and 

distribution … Stolen 

audio tracks ... Profiting 

from another’s work (while 

the creator gets nothing). 

These are examples of why 

there are copyright protec-

tions. Copyright can some-

times seem to put road-

blocks in the way of your 

teaching, but the Library 

can usually work through 

these. We’re happy to as-

sist by determining if per-

missions are needed and in 

obtaining them for you. 

Potential  

• A coursepack is a course- 

pack, whether it’s print or 

digital, and requires copy-

right permissions. 

• Fair use guidelines apply 

in Blueline just as they do 

in e-reserves. 

• There’s no free pass just 

because you’re using a 

work in a course. 

• If a work was published 

after 1923, it is still under 

copyright protection.  

• An unpublished work cre-

ated before 1923 may still 

be protected. 

• The amount of a work 

that is copied makes a big 

difference (keep it to a min-

imum). 

“It is the combination of strong copyright rights with 

a balance between the protection of rights and ex-

ceptions and limitations that encourages creativity, 

promotes innovation, and ensures our freedom of 

speech and creative expression are respected.” 

Office of the Intellectual Property Enforcement Coordina-

tor, Executive Office of the President, Joint Strategic Plan 

(Dec. 12, 2016) 

Pain Points 

pealing graph. Even some 

relatively straightforward 

tasks, like recording audio 

or using a green screen, 

can have hidden complica-

tions. We can help! 

If you have any questions 

about the services we offer, 

or if you have technology 

ideas, please contact us at 

askus@creighton.edu. Your 

input will drive future inno-

vation and improvement. 

 

Teaching and Learning with Library Technology 

Continued  from page 1 

http://www.creighton.edu/reinert/facultyservices/copyrightinformation/
http://www.creighton.edu/reinert/facultyservices/copyrightinformation/
mailto:ralcirc@creighton.edu
mailto:askus@creighton.edu
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W hen we visit Critical 

Issues in Human 

Inquiry courses to teach 

basic library research skills, 

we often have students fill 

out an “exit slip” at the end 

of the class period. This slip 

What Students Learn from a Library Classroom Session

By William Dooling 

 

has three questions: What 

did you learn?, What did 

you already know? and 

What still doesn’t make 

sense? We record these 

responses for assessment 

purposes. The quote cloud 

below shows some of our 

favorite answers to “What 

did you learn?” Of the 749 

responses over the last two 

years, only one student 

wrote “Nothing.” Most re-

sponses looked like these:  
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Fake News and Alternative Facts 

By William Dooling and Christine Carmichael  

are we hearing about it so 

much now? Because fake 

news thrives on controver-

sy, and these are politically 

charged times.  

What follows is a brief tour 

of the most common forms 

that so-called fake news 

can take: 

 Satire and Parody  

Satirical news sites like 

The Onion use the serious 

layout and staid writing 

style of a news site for hu-

morous purposes. General-

ly, their intention isn’t to 

deceive, but simply to tell a 

joke or make a political 

point. Their headlines are 

so implausible that they 

are virtually impossible to 

mistake for real news. To 

give one example, see: 

Biden Worries Legalized 

Weed In D.C. Will Cut Into 

His Business. If a story 

seems especially ironic or 

surreal … it might be satiri-

cal. 

 Clickbait  

Some sites take advantage 

of a reader's natural desire 

to read and share infor-

mation by manufacturing 

false, yet compelling con-

tent. For example: Pope 

Francis Shocks World: En-

dorses Donald Trump for 

President. This report is 

entirely false and designed 

to spread virally and bring 

in lots of clicks. Generally, 

the producer of clickbait 

has no motive except prof-

it, which is why you may 

see it in the form of adver-

tisements on reputable 

sites. If a story seems to 

be perfectly designed to 

elicit rage, confusion, or 

political controversy … it 

might be clickbait. 

 Character Assassination 

Websites or news stories 

specially created to dam-

age the character and 

credibility of an individual 

or group have been around 

since the dawn of the inter-

net. They are often built to 

appear authoritative or 

helpful, but post only (or 

mostly) negative infor-

mation about their subject. 

MartinLutherKing.org is a 

long-running example of 

this kind of site. It appears 

to be informational, the 

sort of site that a well-

meaning grade school stu-

dent might cite in a re-

search paper. Look closely, 

however, and you'll see 

that it’s hosted and main-

tained by Stormfront, a 

I n any information envi-

ronment, there will be 

opportunists who exploit 

the gullibility, good inten-

tions, and biases of their 

audience. Modern technol-

ogy allows anyone with 

rudimentary computer 

skills to publish and dis-

tribute information that 

anyone with a computer 

can access. In our infor-

mation age, rumors and 

lies spread farther and 

faster than ever before. 

This article addresses par-

ticular manifestations of 

this phenomenon, which 

lately have been referred 

to by catch-all phrases like 

“fake news” and “alterna-

tive facts.” Fake news isn’t 

new, it’s simply a new 

package for a very old set 

of tricks. Why is it so suc-

cessful? Fake news, in all 

its forms, exploits the emo-

tions of the reader. Why 

“Too often we 

… enjoy the 

comfort of 

opinion without 

the discomfort 

of thought.” 

— John F. Kennedy 

http://www.theonion.com
http://www.theonion.com/article/biden-worries-legalized-weed-in-dc-will-cut-into-h-38210
http://www.theonion.com/article/biden-worries-legalized-weed-in-dc-will-cut-into-h-38210
http://www.theonion.com/article/biden-worries-legalized-weed-in-dc-will-cut-into-h-38210
http://www.snopes.com/pope-francis-donald-trump-endorsement/
http://www.snopes.com/pope-francis-donald-trump-endorsement/
http://www.snopes.com/pope-francis-donald-trump-endorsement/
http://www.snopes.com/pope-francis-donald-trump-endorsement/
http://www.martinlutherking.org/
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been leveled at the left-

leaning Daily Kos, the right

-leaning Hot Air, and even 

publications such as the 

New York Times and Wash-

ington Post. 

The Library’s Role 

Libraries and librarians are 

uniquely positioned to min-

imize the impact of fake 

news. We offer a variety of 

materials representing a 

range of viewpoints on any 

given topic. Our advice to 

students is to check dubi-

ous information against 

other, mainstream sources  

before citing it or spread-

ing it via social media. 

The librarians at Creighton, 

like those at many other 

institutions, are also 

tasked with teaching 

“information literacy” as an 

important element of criti-

cal thinking. This means, in 

part, giving students the 

necessary skills to help 

them discern a source’s 

veracity, relevance, and 

inherent bias. It can be 

tempting to compile a 

black list of fake news 

sites to avoid, or a white 

list of mainstream news 

sources that are recom-

mended. Either way, such 

a list would be impossible 

to maintain. More im-

portantly, it would be open 

to endless debate.   

So instead, we offer anoth-

er kind of list: The Five Ws. 

This device encourages 

undergraduate students to 

pause, to think, and to 

read further and deeper by 

asking themselves:  

Who is the author and what 

are their credentials 

(Authority)? 

What information is given, 

and does it serve your 

need (Relevance)? 

Where does it appear — in a 

blog, a book, or a scholarly 

journal (Accuracy)? 

When was it produced or 

updated (Currency)? 

Why was it produced — to 

sell, persuade, entertain, 

or inform (Purpose)? 

Fake news is the latest 

iteration of a dangerous 

phenomenon that makes 

information literacy more 

important than ever in the 

Magis Core Curriculum.  

Page 7 

prominent white national-

ist organization. The site 

contains mostly negative 

information about Martin 

Luther King. Unreliable 

character assassination is 

probably easy to spot when 

it's a well-known figure, but 

consider the difficulty of 

judging a website about 

Ron Miscavage or George 

Soros, relatively obscure 

figures who are the subject 

of similar sites.  

 Propaganda  

The Oxford English Diction-

ary defines propaganda as 

"information, especially of 

a biased or misleading na-

ture, used to promote a 

political cause or point of 

view." This form of fake 

news is as old as news 

itself, but the internet has 

made the transmission of 

political propaganda much 

easier. Separating fact 

from fiction in the political 

world has always been dif-

ficult. There are examples 

in which skillful propagan-

dists changed the course 

of history by misleading 

large segments of the pub-

lic — even the well-

educated public (see photo 

and caption above).  

It's not difficult to locate 

news sites that have a rep-

utation for creating propa-

ganda. The accusation has 

In 1898, partisan 

newspapers blamed an 

explosion aboard the 

U.S.S. Maine on a 

Spanish mine. This  

unsubstantiated claim 

became a justification 

for war. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Maine_explosion.jpg 

http://www.creighton.edu/reinert/researchtoolbox/tutorialsandguides/thefivews/
http://www.ronmiscavigebook.com/
http://www.discoverthenetworks.org/individualProfile.asp?indid=977
http://www.discoverthenetworks.org/individualProfile.asp?indid=977
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Maine_explosion.jpg
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Creighton 

Cornerstone 

Dates to Remember 

 March 15 JaySearch Focus Group, 3:30-4:30 p.m., Skutt Student Center, Room 

209: Interactive session to explore the CU Libraries’ search engine and 

offer suggestions. Please bring a laptop or tablet. 

 March 16 JaySearch Focus Group, 11 a.m.-12 p.m., Skutt Student Center, Room 

209: Repeat of above. 

 March 16 Breakfast Bytes, Creighton Digital Repository (CDR), 7:45-8:30 a.m., 

Skutt Student Center Room 104 

 March 22  WWI Lecture Series, 11 a.m.-12 p.m., Skutt Student 

Center Room 104: “WWI, Woodrow Wilson, and 

George Creel: The Selling of a War to the American 

Public,” by Peggy M. Rupprecht, Ph.D., Assistant Pro-

fessor, Journalism, Media and Computing 

 April 9-15 National Library Week 

On Demand Library Prep Talks, available by request for RefWorks, 3D printing, copy-

right, open access, and more: www.creighton.edu/reinert/facultyservices/

preptalks/ 

Library Contact Information 

 

Administration............... 402.280.2706 

 

Circulation/Reserves ..... 402.280.2260 

 ralcirc@creighton.edu 

 

Research Center ............ 402.280.2227 

 askus@creighton.edu 

 

Interlibrary Loan ............ 402.280.2219 

 

Technical Services ......... 402.280.2228 

 

Library Orders ................ margibso@creighton.edu 

 

 

Complete Staff Directory: 

www.creighton.edu/reinert/contactsandhelp/

staffdirectory 
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Library Advisory Committee 

2016-2017  

Jim Bothmer, University Librarian 

Mary Lee Brock, M.Ed. Assistant 

Professor, Werner Institute 

Dillon Chronister, Student representative, 

College of Arts & Sciences 

James Fletcher, Ph.D. Associate Professor 

of Chemistry 

Ronald Flynn, Ph.D., Associate Professor 

of Accounting 

Vasudeva Murthy, Ph.D., Professor of 

Economics & Finance 

Chad Nieri, Student representative, 

College of Arts & Sciences  

John O’Keefe, Ph.D., Professor of 

Theology, Jacobsen Chair 

Jeffrey Smith, Ph.D., Associate Professor 

of Education and Graduate School 

Publications Committee: 

Rick Kerns, 

Barbara McElfresh, 

and Mary Nash 

Dr. Peggy Ruprecht 
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