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From the President

The artist's view

"My method of mak
ing this painting/' 
writes Omaha artist 
Tom Bartek of his 
original work for the 
cover of the first is
sue of Window,
"was to wander 
around the (Creigh
ton) campus with 
hungry eyes on late 
summer afternoons and evenings when the 
sun was low and the light rich and raking . . 
Accompanying Bartek were a camera and his 
half-Ibizan hound, Louisa, who appears "prom
inently in the painting, representing (?) me 
looking sharply over my/her shoulder (we are 
very close)."

Looking over his shoulder came quite natu
rally for Bartek, whose memories of Creighton 
cover "about 50 years." These include a vague 
recollection of a Fourth of July fireworks dis
play in the old stadium in 1934 or 35, swim
ming lessons at the old gym, high school 
classes "in the old red brick building that was 
Creighton Prep," and undergraduate years in 
the early 50's that featured an art appreciation 
course taught in the evenings by Bob Reilly.

Bartek also remembers Creighton as a faculty 
member in the mid-sixties, when Father Lee 
Lubbers invited him to teach art in the adven
turous new Fine Arts Department. It was a 
most exciting time and felt alternately like Qua- 
tracento Firenze and mad young America com
ing unglued at the seams."

Bartek writes that the cover painting's style 
and method are new for him, although they 
represent "a culmination of 33 years of paint
ing, printmaking and experimentation in other 
media." They are also an attempt to make a 
"visual order out of the chaos" that life pre
sents, and an effort "to convey my excitement 
and involvement with a specific PLACE" that a 
single image cannot do.

The artist adds that no symbolism was in
tended in the painting. "The canoe with two 
figures seemed visually necessary," he explains. 
Later, the artist recalled that, in the books of 
his childhood, "all Jesuits seemed to be in 
canoes."

Dear Reader:

Welcome to the first issue of Creighton University 
Window, a quarterly magazine that will be sent to al
umni, parents of students, and friends of Creighton.

The statement of purpose given on this page reveals 
our vision of what this magazine ought to be. We en
courage your suggestions for content. Moreover, we will 
print selected letters that offer thoughtful comments 
about articles that appear in the pages of WINDOW.

During the next year, we will continue to publish 
Alumnews, Health Sciences News (both four times a year), 
and Creighton Parent (three times) in their traditional for
mats. The emphasis in those publications will be on 
"hard news" of interest to their respective readers.

We hope you find articles in WINDOW to be interest
ing, mentally stimulating, sometimes even challenging. 
And, we hope the increased flow of information brings 
you closer to your university.

Sincerely,

Michael G. Morrison, S.J.

Creighton University W in d o w 's Purpose
The Creighton University magazine will provide a window through 
which alumni and friends will continue to receive knowledge that will 
help them improve the quality of their lives and the quality of the 
society in which we all live. The magazine will review and refresh 
basic principles that are at the heart of Creighton instruction.
Through carefully selected authors the magazine will explain questions 
of our day in the light of Christian principles.

The magazine, too, will be a window through which all interested 
people can “look in” at the brightest, the most stimulating, the most 
inspirational thinking that Creighton offers.

Articles in the magazine will present thoughtful reflections on the 
major concerns and interests people have about religion, ethical issues, 
education, law, literature, science, the fine and performing arts, 
Christian values, death and the terminally ill, the bomb, sociological 
trends, family security and success, and marriage, among 
others. Some subjects are by their nature sensitive and must be pre
sented with compassion, understanding, integrity, and objectivity.

Those articles frequently will mirror the viewpoints of Creighton 
University as Catholic, of higher education as independent, and of the 
administration and faculty of the university as advocates of these 
values.

In short, one goal of the magazine will be to provide compelling 
and persuasive information that is both useful and uplifting.

A quality image will be projected by the magazine in all that it 
undertakes, through the writing it contains, through its appearance, 
and through the photography that illuminates its pages.

The magazine's major focus will be strong feature articles executed 
within the philosophy above. It will also contain news of general in
terest to alumni and friends of the university, and messages the 
administration wishes to send to the university's constituency.
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in the Catholic hurch
By Michael G. Lawler, Ph.D

The scriptures of the Old Testa
ment hold up to us the extreme 
fidelity of Hosea in his marriage 
despite every provocation from his 
faithless wife. They offer us also the 
exhortation of the later prophet, 
Malachi. "I hate divorce, says Yah- 
weh . . .  So take heed to yourselves 
and be not faithless" (2:16). That 
demand to be faithful and to hate 
divorce becomes the Christian gos
pel, the message and the challenge 
to one who claims to be a follower 
of Jesus the Christ. Four times, 
the gospels report, Jesus delivered a 
judgment against divorce and re
marriage: in Matthew 5:32 and 19:9, 
in Luke 16:18, and in Mark 10:11- 
12. Paul, who writes well before 
any of the gospel writers, also re
ports a prohibition of divorce and

" Though the 
Catholic 

church looks 
upon all valid  
m arriages as 
indissoluble, 
it does grant 
'divorces.'"

remarriage, and attributes it to the 
Lord (1 Cor. 7:10-11). That gospel 
message becomes the well-known, if 
ill-understood, law of the Catholic 
church, namely, that Christian mar
riage is intrinsically indissoluble.
It is precisely because both the gos
pel and the law that flows from it 
are so ill-understood that I am offer
ing the two parts of this essay, not 
only to those Catholics who are 
married, but also to those others 
who have been married and are 
now separated or divorced or di
vorced and remarried, in the hope 
that all can learn something about 
their marriage situation in the eyes 
of their church.

Recently, I encountered this case. 
Two people who had been married 
twenty-eight years decided to sepa-



rate. On talking to the husband, 
who is quite a religious man, I dis
covered that one of the great pains 
he was suffering was that he felt he 
could no longer participate in the 
sacramental life of the church. The 
Catholic church, he believed, does 
not allow married people to sepa
rate. I was able to tell him that he 
was quite wrong. Being separated 
or even being divorced does not cut 
a Catholic off from participation in 
the full life of the church. Indeed, 
recognizing the pain and distress 
that separation or divorce often 
produces, the church urges those 
who are in either situation to partic
ipate as fully as possible in sacra
mental life as a means of personal 
support. However much the failure 
of a marriage may be interpreted 
as failure to live up to the gospel, 
(and whether it is or is not such 
a failure is to be decided only in 
each individual circumstance) there 
is no canonical penalty for getting 
either a civil separation or a civil 
divorce. Civilly divorced Catholics 
incur canonical penalties only when 
they remarry while their previous 
spouse is still alive.

Notice, in the previous sentence, 
that I was careful to specify civil 
divorce. For, though the Catholic 
church's reading of the gospel leads 
it to look upon all valid marriages 
as intrinsically indissoluble, it does 
grant "divorces" of its own under 
various circumstances. The most 
ancient of these processes is the one 
known as the Pauline Privilege. 
Immediately after the apostle Paul 
reports in his letter to the Corinthi
ans the Lord's command against 
divorce and remarriage, he allows 
an exception to that command in a 
case which is in question at Corinth.

Christian marriage is a prophetic symbol or sacrament in the 
human world of the unions between God and his people and 
between Christ and his church. On one level, Christian mar
riage is like any other marriage. But on another level, it is 
more — much more. For as a Christian man and a Christian 
woman live into their mutual union, they seek also to reveal by 
imaging and representing the prior steadfast unions of God 
and his people and of Christ and his church. A husband and 
a wife in any human marriage say to one another: "I love 
you." A Christian husband and a Christian wife in a Christian 
marriage say that, of course, but also more. They say: "I love 
you as God loves his people and as Christ loves his church."
That is one of the human things that makes Christian marriage 
a prophetic symbol or sacrament.

Religions of all kinds are always on the lookout for images 
of God and of his relationship to the men and women who 
believe in Him. In the Old Testament we find an image, an 
action-image, which is known as the prophetic symbol.
Jeremiah, for instance, buys an earthen pot, dashes it to the 
ground before a startled crowd, and proclaims the meaning of 
what he is doing. "Thus says the Lord of Hosts: so will I 
break this people and this city, as one breaks a potter's vessel" 
(19:11). Ezekiel takes a sharp sword, shaves his hair with it, 
and divides it into three careful parts: one part he burns, 
another he scatters to the wind, and the third he carries around 
the city and shreds further with his sword. In prophetic expla
nation of his action he proclaims: "This is Jerusalem" (5:5).

Each prophet clarifies for his people the meaning of his ac
tion, which clarifies for us the meaning of a prophetic symbol.
As Jeremiah shattered his pot, as Ezekiel cut and burned and 
shredded his hair, so God will shatter and burn and shred 
Jerusalem for its faithlessness. The prophetic symbol is an ac
tion which represents something else. The meaning and the 
reality proclaimed and made concretely real in representation 
by Jeremiah is not the shattering of a cheap pot, but the 
shattering of Jerusalem. The prophetic symbol is a representa
tive action, an action, that is, which proclaims and makes 
real some other, more fundamental reality precisely by repre
senting it.

Now, central to the Israelite understanding of their special 
relationship with God was the idea of their mutual covenant.
Yahweh is the God of Israel, and Israel is the people of 
Yahweh, because Yahweh chose Israel to be, and Israel con
sented to be, his people. It is easy to predict that Israelites

l_____________________J
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"Is there any
thing that the 
church can do 

to minister 
today to 

those in such 
irregular 

marriages?"

The Catholic church has extended 
that exception into a process which 
it has called the Pauline Privilege, 
and which it has used extensively 
throughout its history in this cir
cumstance. Two unbaptized persons 
are married; one of them now 
wishes to be baptized into the Cath
olic church and the other refuses 
to live with him/her anymore; the 
church declares their first marriage 
dissolved, and both are now free to 
remarry.

There is a second way to get a 
marriage dissolved in the Catholic 
church. The ancient Roman answer 
to the question of when did a 
marriage actually take place was that 
it took place when the marrying 
couple freely consented one to the 
other; the ancient Northern Euro
pean answer was that it took place 
when the couple engaged in their 
first sexual intercourse. The medie
val church combined these two 
opinions and taught that a marriage 
was initiated by consent and consum
mated by sexual intercourse. If, after 
the giving of consent, which initi
ates a valid marriage, there has 
been no sexual intercourse, then the 
marriage may be dissolved. Both 
parties are now free to remarry 
without any church penalty.

Besides these Catholic marriage- 
dissolutions, as they are officially 
called, there is that other famous (or 
infamous) procedure known as an
nulment. Now, annulment is quite a 
different procedure from the two 
dissolution procedures, for while 
both the Pauline Privilege and the 
non-consummation judgments dis
solve the bond of a marriage that is 
believed to be valid, annulment is 
a judgment that there never was at 
any time a valid marriage bond

between these two people. It is 
common knowledge that today 
church annulments are granted more 
frequently than ever before. In 
1969, about 700 annulments were 
granted in the United States; in 
1979, that number had risen forty
fold to about 28,000. In 1984, owing 
to new procedural norms and to 
the broadening of grounds for an
nulment, some church lawyers feel 
that virtually every failed marriage 
that comes before a church Tribunal 
can be annulled. That feeling has 
become so pervasive that it has also 
become a source of controversy 
within the church, some arguing 
that granting an annulment has 
become too easy, others arguing 
that it should be liberalized even 
further to respond to the needs of 
hurting people, and still others 
arguing that the Tribunals are doing 
more harm than good. Grounds 
for annulment are multiple: lack of 
proper form, for instance, (that 
is, Catholics not marrying before a 
priest and two witnesses); lack of 
intention to have children; somehow 
defective consent (as a result of 
grave fear or force); prior intention 
to be unfaithful, mental illness, 
alcoholism, psychosexual problems, 
general immaturity at the time of 
the marriage. It has been calculated 
that the lack of due discretion, 
also called psychic incapacity, 
psychic irregularity, moral impo- 
tency, is involved in about ninety 
percent of the annulment cases that 
come before Tribunals.

That vast array of church and 
canonical possibility notwithstand
ing, however, it is no secret that 
many Roman Catholic marriages in 
the United States, somewhere in the 
region of thirty per cent of them,



end in civil divorce. Nor is it any 
secret that many of those civilly 
divorced Catholics enter into second 
marriages which, since they are 
looked upon by the church as irreg
ular marriages, bring with them 
canonical penalties such as a bar 
from participating in the sacramental 
life of the church. Many Roman 
Catholic theologians, canon lawyers, 
ministers and simple layfolk are 
asking a new question today. Is 
there anything that the church can 
do to minister today to those in 
such irregular marriages, beyond 
pointing out the demands of a 
gospel-life or repeating that the law 
is the law? In May 1977, the Cath
olic bishops of the United States 
asked for from the Vatican and were 
granted permission to drop the 
automatic excommunication for civ
illy divorced Catholics who remarry 
while their previous spouses are still 
alive. That was an apparently small, 
but in symbolic reality, perhaps a 
momentous gesture. Some contem
porary Catholic theologians are 
asking whether more can be done, 
and they are suggesting some things 
that could be done. I have space 
here to call attention to only two of 
them.

First of all, there is the practice of 
the Eastern church. While holding 
firmly to the belief that the gospel 
presents a demand for indissoluble 
marriage, it acknowledges also that 
real men and women sometimes 
do not measure up to the gospel. It 
acknowledges that human 
marriages, and even specifically 
Christian marriages, do end and 
that when they end it makes no 
sense to insist that they are still 
binding ontologically. It then seeks 
to deal in a pastorally compassionate V

would seek a human image of their covenant-relationship with 
God. It is, perhaps, also easy to predict that the image they 
would select is that other mutual covenant called marriage.

The marriage of the prophet Hosea and the woman Corner 
is, to every superficial appraisal, just like many another mar
riage. But on a deeper level, it became a prophetic symbol, 
proclaiming, making real, and celebrating in representative 
image the covenant relationship between Yahweh and Israel.
As Corner left Hosea for another lover, it was prophetically 
proclaimed that so also did Israel leave Yahweh for other gods. 
But Hosea's remarkable reaction reveals and makes real and 
celebrates the equally remarkable reaction of Yahweh. He takes 
Comer back, he loves her still "even as Yahweh loves the 
people of Israel, though they turn to other gods" (3:1). Hosea's 
human action is prophetic symbol, representative image, of 
God's divine action, a steadfast and unfailing loving of Israel.
In both cases, that of the human marriage of Hosea and Comer 
and of the divine marriage of Yahweh and Israel, the covenant 
relationship had been violated. But Hosea's action both images 
and reveals Yahweh's steadfastness. It proclaims and makes 
real not only Hosea's faithfulness to the end, but also Yahweh's.

What should we make of this marriage between Hosea and 
Comer? One basic meaning about Hosea (and Yahweh) is clear: 
Hosea (and Yahweh) is faithful. But there is also a clear, if 
mysterious, meaning about marriage. Besides being a universal 
secular institution, it is also a prophetic symbol proclaiming 
and making real and celebrating in the world the steadfast, if 
somewhat shaky, union of Yahweh and his people. Lived into 
in this perspective, lived into in faith as we might say, mar
riage becomes a double-tiered reality. On one level, it bespeaks 
the mutual love of this man and this woman, on the other, 
this human love images and represents the mutual love of God 
and his people. First articulated by the prophet Hosea, this 
double-tiered view of human marriage becomes the Christian 
view of marriage that we find in the New Testament — with a 
slight twist.

The New Testament passage which presents marriage most 
clearly as a prophetic symbol is Ephesians 5:21-33. It occurs 
within a larger context, which sets forth a list of household 
duties existing within a family of that time. The list is 
addressed to wives (5:22), to husbands (5:25), to children (6:1), 
to slaves (6:5), and to masters (6:9). What concerns us here, 
of course, is what is said of the pair, wife-husband. 5:21 sets 
forth the basic attitude that should exist among Christians: "Be 
subject to one another out of reverence for Christ." Mutual 
submission is to be practiced by all Christians, by all who are 
filled with the Spirit (5:18), because their absolutely basic 
attitude is that they reverence Christ. If all Christians are to 
give way mutually to one another then, of course, so too are 
Christian wives and husbands, and so it is no surprise that 
a wife is immediately instructed to submit to her husband, "as 
to the Lord" (5:22).

But there is a surprise in the text for the ingrained male 
attitude that sees the husband as supreme lord and master of 
his wife, and that appeals to Ephesians 5:22-23 to ground

7



"These two 
approaches 

... are
very much in 
the stage of 

early
speculation.

way with the former married 
spouses, even to the extent of al
lowing the remarriage of an innocent 
spouse. The second marriage liturgy, 
however, makes quite clear the 
church's fundamental position. It is 
not the joyful and glorious liturgy 
of the first marriage, but one domi
nated by notes of sorrow for a 
previous failure and of repentance 
for the same, reflecting the ever
present paradox of grace and sin, 
Christian ideal and human frailty, 
and the church's role as minister to 
both. The Roman Catholic church, 
which, remember, itself has canoni
cal processes to dissolve a valid 
marriage, has never condemned this 
Eastern practice. Some Roman Cath
olic theologians are asking whether 
the Eastern practice might provide a 
basis for a change in pastoral atti
tude toward the divorced and re
married in the Roman Catholic 
church.

Secondly, there is another, ancient 
Catholic factor which must come 
into the reckoning in the question 
of civil divorce and remarriage. 
When a marriage case is settled in a 
marriage Tribunal, it is said to be 
settled in foro externo, in the external 
forum. But there is an ancient 
Catholic tradition which insists that, 
under certain conditions, questions 
of sin and non-sin are settled ulti
mately in foro interno, in the internal 
forum, the forum of good consci
ence and good faith. In the case of 
civil divorce and remarriage such an 
approach means this: that when a 
divorced Catholic, whose first 
spouse is still alive and whose first 
marriage has not been annulled, 
enters a second marriage with an 
honest and conscientious decision, 
the church can and does accept his

or her decision of conscience, cannot 
and does not consider him or her 
a sinner, and cannot and does not 
bar him or her from full participa
tion in the sacramental life of the 
church. In the present situation, 
unfortunately, couples wishing to 
explore this internal forum solution 
will encounter both priests who 
will counsel them to follow their 
own conscience and priests who will 
counsel that such a solution cannot 
be applied in their case. In both 
cases, however, the church teaches, 
the bottom line is not the priest's 
counsel but the couple's honest 
decision of conscience to share or 
not to share in the full sacramental 
life of the church.

Certain conditions, of course, 
must be fulfilled for either of these 
two approaches to come into play. 
The following are among the most 
crucial and most frequently listed:
1) none of the present canonical 
solutions can be applied in the case 
in question; 2) the first marriage 
must be irretrievably ended and rec
onciliation impossible (an uncon
tested divorce, refusal of one party 
to be reconciled, new obligations 
toward children in the second mar
riage, may be taken as signs that 
a first marriage is dead);
3) obligations deriving from a first 
marriage must be accepted and 
reasonably discharged (reasonable 
child support, alimony, property 
settlement, acceptance of personal 
responsibility for the failure of the 
first marriage and sorrow for any 
sin in that failure, are among such 
obligations); 4) obligations deriving 
from the second marriage must 
be responsibly accepted and dis
charged, and the couple must show 
that in the second marriage they
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intend to live a stable marriage in a 
church community (the birth of 
children, the stability of the second 
marriage over a period of years, 
the desire to participate in the full 
life of the church, are all good 
indications of responsible sincerity).

For the moment, these two ap
proaches to dealing with the ques
tion of divorce and remarriage in 
the Roman Catholic church are very 
much in the stage of early specula
tion. But that is one of the functions 
of theological thinkers in the church, 
to uncover all the possible options 
in the ancient Catholic tradition. 
Theologians do not make decisions 
for the church, but merely uncover 
for it the theological and pastoral 
options which are open to it in its 
own tradition, inviting it to ponder 
them and discern its future direc
tions. It is precisely that process of 
uncovering and inviting to discern 
that Roman Catholic theologians are 
engaged in presently.

The Catholic tradition in its long 
history is actually quite clear. On 
the one hand, the gospel message 
demands that Christian marriage, 
prophetic symbol and sacrament of 
the indissoluble union between God 
and his people, be intrinsically in
dissoluble. On the other hand, 
in given circumstances, the Catholic 
church either extrinsically dissolves 
a marriage bond or declares that 
in this given case there never was 
such a bond. The ideas set forth in 
the two parts of this essay are 
offered so that the followers of Je
sus, whom the Second Vatican 
Council calls church, might both 
know their ancient tradition and 
participate in shaping its future 
direction. 0

and sustain that attitude. The text does not read that "the 
husband is the head of the wife" (which is the way it is 
usually read and quoted), but rather that "the husband is the 
head of the wife in the same way as Christ is head of the 
church." A husband's headship over his wife is in image of, 
and totally interpreted by, Christ's headship over the church. 
And that headship is unequivocally set forth in Mark 10:45: 
"The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life." Service and the giving of oneself is the Christ
way of being head, and Ephesians testifies that it was in this 
way that "Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
her" (5:25). A husband, therefore, is instructed to be head of 
his wife by submitting himself to her, by serving her and 
by giving himself for her. The husband is to be the first servant 
of his wife.

Husbands are instructed to "love their wives as (= for they 
are) their own bodies" (v. 28a). Throughout Ephesians the 
church is equated with the Body of Christ (1:22-23; 2:14-16; 3:6; 
4:4-16; 5:22-30). Love is always and essentially creative and 
the love of Christ brought forth the church and made its mem
bers "members of his body" (5:30). In the same way, the 
mutual love of a husband and a wife creates such a unity 
between them that she may be called his body, and his love 
for her may be called love for his own body. But it is only 
within the creative love of marriage that the two become this 
one body. Prior to marriage, a man did not have this body, 
nor did a woman have this head. Each receives a gift in 
marriage, a complement neither had before, which so fulfills 
both of them that they are no longer two persons, but one.

The traditional biblical text which grounds all of this is Gene
sis 2:24: "They become one body." Ephesians declares that 
"this is a great mystery" (5:32), and the Anchor Bible translation 
seeks to show that the mystery is that "this (passage) has an 
eminent secret meaning," which is that it refers to Christ and 
the church. The author is well aware that this is not the 
traditional meaning assigned to the text, and he states this 
forthrightly: "I mean in reference to Christ and the church" 
(5:32). He acknowledges the traditional meaning of the text 
that husband and wife become one body in marriage; indeed 
in v. 33 he returns to and demands that husband and wife 
live up to that precise meaning. But he chooses also to go 
beyond that meaning to insinuate another. Not only does 
Genesis 2:24 refer to the union of husband and wife in a 
human marriage, but it also refers to the mutual union of 
Christ and the church. It is a small step to see a human 
marriage as a prophetic, representative symbol of the union 
between Christ and the church. That symbolism transforms a 
simple human marriage into a two-tiered Christian sacrament. 
On one level, it proclaims and makes real and celebrates the 
mutual union of this man and this woman. On another level, 
this union proclaims and makes real and celebrates in repre
sentation the union between Christ and the church, a union 
which is accepted as an ideal model for Christian marriage and 
for how Christian spouses should conduct themselves one 
toward the other. E2

J
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Serving Creighton fo r more than Five Decades

"He taught us by example. . .  
with humanity, humor, and compassion. . .  

He enjoyed teaching us"

An archbishop and men 
of science and med
icine have been 
students of John 
Sheehan. From 
left, Dr. Richard 
O'Brien, dean of 
the Creighton 
Medical School; 
Archbishop Shee
han; John Sheehan; 
Richard Andrews, 
dean of the Creigh
ton Graduate 
School; Allen 
Schlesinger, chairman 
of the department of 
biology at Creighton, 
and Rev. William Kel
ley, S .J., now director 
of institutional grants 
for Creighton.
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D
octors are a busy lot.
You know that when doc
tors take time out of their 
schedules for anything, 
they have to care deeply 

about the event.
When you virtually pack an audi

ence with them—maybe a 
hundred—you must have a real 
drawing card. 'Throw in" an arch
bishop, too, and you know some
thing really big is taking place.

Few attractions, outside of John 
Francis Sheehan, a man who 
touched all their lives, could pull 
them into one room for the dedica
tion of the John F. Sheehan Biology 
Lecture Hall in Rigge Science Build
ing. Sheehan did just that in the 
spring of 1984 and he regaled them 
with his reminiscences.

He was humorous, "mischievous," 
as one professor called it, and he 
touched the lives of those in the 
room again, pulling memories forth 
from the five decades that started 
with Sheehan's first day at Creigh
ton University.

The laughter welled up time and 
again as Sheehan related experi
ences, layering one story upon an
other, or revealing incidents that, 
related by another man, might have 
been embarrassing to those in the 
room.

Sheehan's voice, reflecting in its 
quality the fact that Sheehan is 
virtually deaf, carries a heavy New 
England accent.

Sheehan is professor of pathol
ogy and gynecology. He came 
to Creighton University some 54 
years ago and he even has a story 
to relate about being recruited 
from the East.

"The picture of the Administration 
Building really impressed me," he 
said. "I thought it was the faculty 
building. . .It had a lot to do with 
my coming out here from New 
Hampshire. . .this beautiful faculty 
building.

"I arrived on the Creighton cam
pus September 10, 1930, by way 
of Central High School. You see, I 
was told by the hotel clerk (where I 
was staying) to go up the hill to a 
great, big granite building. . ."

Sheehan followed instructions, 
but the "big, granite building" that 
he found was Central High.

"There I was—all spice and vine
gar—and I saw all the students 
running around and my first 
thought was, 'Boy! They sure take 
'em young at Creighton.' "

The early days of Sheehan's career 
were reflective of a "quieter" time, 
possibly, that comes with the simple 
black and white certainties of one's 
youth. No elaborate purchasing 
procedures, no complex administra
tion enveloped Creighton in those 
days.

"There was no budget, no con
trollers," he said. "Father Thomas 
Murphy was the treasurer and he 
had this book on his desk with all 
the figures about how much money 
we had from day to day. If you 
wanted to ask for something, you 
had to be sure, because he would 
pull out that book.

"If you wanted 10 catfish or dog
fish or whatever, you made out 
the order yourself and the bill came 
back and it went to Father Mur
phy. . .with hope. At that time, Ed 
Murphy was business manager, 
so I had to deal with him. The lady 
in charge of the office (was all 
business), no shenanigans. She took 
all the book orders. She wouldn't 
even give me a free cup of coffee. 
She said, 'After you're here a 
few years, I'll see that you get free 
coffee.' "

Even in those early days, Creigh
ton suffered some from growing 
pains. Sheehan said the department 
of biology was "down in the dental 
building." (Not the new Boyne 
School of Dentistry, of course.) He 
said "there was this magnificent lab 
on the west end. You could seat 
100 students, so we taught all the 
labs in there.

"The big lecture room downstairs, 
room 7, was the chapel. I tried to 
get that the first year, but Father 
Francis Deglman said students had 
to have a place to go to mass.

"We taught the dental students, 
we taught nurses in three hospitals, 
we taught the course in basic biol
ogy in pharmacy. . .

"At that time the pre-medical and 
pre-dental students went into medi
cine at the end of the second year, 
third year or fourth year. The prob
lem was that there were no medical 
school aptitude tests in those days.

In Creighton's earlier days there 
were no controllers, but Fr. Thomas 
Murphy "was the treasurer and he 
had this book . . .  he would pull 
out . . ."

The students made application di
rectly to the dean and that was it.

"But they had to have recommen
dations from two or three of their 
science professors."

That's where Sheehan came in 
and that is where he forged the 
links that bound him to the group 
in the dedicatory ceremony. Those 
who made it into medical school 
had John Sheehan to thank in part.

"I never thought to hold back a 
student with the right character," he 
said. "He didn't have to have an 
A-plus."

When the World War II years 
came, Creighton changed. Both stu
dents and professors went off to 
war and those left behind had to 
do double-duty in some cases.

"We had to teach (something else) 
as a substitute," Sheehan said.
"Tom Lawler taught geography, (Dr. 
Gregory) Pirsch taught math and I 
chose physics, which was a big 
mistake.

"The first morning I went up to 
Professor John Cannon and there 
were all these kids. He announced 
that Professor Sheehan would now 
give a lecture on how to use a slide 
rule.

"They had a big model of a slide 
rule," Sheehan said, holding his
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Sheehan's early involvement with 
the Pasteur Club placed him "in 
the women's movement." Sheehan 
is circled in this 1940-41 photo of 
the club.

arms wide to indicate how large it 
was. "He plunked it in my arms. I'd 
never held a slide rule in my life.
I couldn't even slide it.

"1 had to think fast, so I asked if 
any of the students had had engi
neering or calculus. One student 
raised his hand and I asked him to 
come to the front and I said it 
was always my custom to have a 
student introduce (the slide rule). I 
asked him to show us how to use 
it. I listened a while and saw he 
was doing fine and I immediately 
left the room and went over to 
Beal's for coffee and never went 
back. . ."

One of Sheehan's students 
showed promise for medicine, and 
Sheehan claims he made no particu
lar note of the fact that the student 
bore the same last name.

"Archbishop (Daniel) Sheehan 
was a member of my comparative 
anatomy class," he said. "He got 
two A's, one for each semester, and 
it wasn't because his name is Shee
han. I assumed he was going on 
to medical school, so I asked him, 
'Well, Sheehan, what are your 
plans? You are qualified for medical 
school.'

"He said, 'I'm going into the 
priesthood.' The rest is history."

Dr. Sheehan is proud of being a 
pioneer in some less than spectacu
lar ways.

". . .The Pasteur Club. . .existed 
for 30 years," he said. "They wrote 
into the constitution in 1928,

'women not admitted.' The first 
year, I challenged them about that.
It didn't last long. A couple of 
women came in and read the riot 
act. The constitution was amended 
immediately. So, you see, I was 
in the women's movement back in 
those days."

He even pioneered in the early 
days of television in Omaha. Closed 
circuit trials for the new station, 
WOW-TV, were held at Creighton 
and Sheehan tells what happened:

"Father Roswell Williams was 
the producer. Ray Clark was the 
anchorman (Clark was the dean of 
Omaha TV newsmen for many 
years). Don Keough (now president 
of the Coca-Cola Company) was 
an assistant.

"I projected a live specimen 
through the microscope and that 
had never been done before. Jack 
Williams (now registrar for Creigh
ton University) was the director of 
the technique."

If Sheehan has an equal on cam
pus as a story teller, it must be 
Dr. Allen Schlesinger, professor of 
biology and chairman of the depart
ment. It was Schlesinger who ar
ranged most of the ceremony 
honoring Sheehan. The two share 
an affinity for capturing, in a droll 
fashion, the foibles of human nature 
and the events of the biology de
partment's history.

"A1 Schlesinger blew in here from 
Minneapolis in 1952," Sheehan said. 
"Father (William) Kelley knew him

12



up there. We spent the whole day 
showing A1 around the place. He 
seemed quite impressed. He had a 
firm foundation in biochemistry, 
which we sorely needed. A1 and 1 
spent the day and we finally ended 
up at (a local restaurant). I think 
we had a scotch or two and then 
we had a steak dinner.

"When I brought A1 back (to the 
campus), Fr. Kelley was on the 
front steps, waiting. It was pretty 
late. . .8 or 9 o'clock. Fr. Kelley was 
the dean during my time as the 
director, in 1955 or so. There were 
many problems that I had, so I 
would go to Fr. Kelley's office and 
Fr. Kelley would start off with all 
his problems. And when I went out 
the door I realized that I hadn't 
solved my problems at all."

One story told by Sheehan bor
ders on epic legend and conjures 
images that rattle every "funnybone" 
in the ex-student listener's mental 
"closet:"

"Harry Dolphin of the Corps of 
Engineers wrote to me and said 
'among the most memorable mo
ments I have savored in the 16 
years I spent at Creighton are of 
you and not the least of these was 
that evening when you outlined 
the requisition procedure for obtain
ing pickled cats. . .'

"It wasn't very funny to me at 
the time," Sheehan continued. 
"Father Murphy said it was very 
expensive to obtain these cats. He 
suggested I go out and catch them 
myself.

"I tried it once. I put all the cats 
down in a closet downstairs on 
Saturday afternoon. Of course, the 
dean of the Dental School came 
in and they were all yowling. He 
opened the door and all the cats go 
whooshing out. From that time on, 
all the lab people were known as 
Sheehan's cat skinners."

Deafness has been no barrier to 
Sheehan, nor has it kept his stu

dents from understanding this dis
tinguished looking professor with 
the moustache and elegant bearing. 
There seems some higher level of 
communication, important to the 
learning process, established be
tween any great teacher and a 
student.

Schlesinger relates a story that 
tells something of the teaching skill 
of a man who cannot hear the 
questions his students ask.

"He is so good at teaching that 
he doesn't need to hear," Schlesin
ger said. "A student might be dis
secting a frog and having a difficult 
time finding an organ and Sheehan 
will be there. He can read the 
expression in the student's face and 
know the exact trouble he's having 
and tell him to turn it over and 
where to look."

Dr. Richard O'Brien, currently 
dean of the Creighton School of 
Medicine and acting vice president 
for health sciences, said: "I was 
a Sheehan student 30 years ago; I 
knew then and know even better 
now his talent as a great teacher. 
John inspired in his students a 
love of learning and intellectual 
rigor; he taught us the willingness 
to recognize, and not be threat
ened by, our own ignorance. . .

"He taught us by example as 
well as by lecture and demonstra
tion. He taught with humanity, 
humor, and compassion. . . It was 
clear that he enjoyed teaching us."

Dr. Schlesinger added: "John is a 
Christian gentleman."

John Sheehan himself placed his 
successes in another perspective 
while speaking at the dedication of 
the lecture hall:

"The greatest satisfaction of a 
teacher is to witness the greater 
success of the student," he said, 
looking over the sea of doctors in 
his audience, "which is manifest 
here today." E2

— Robert Guthrie

Sheehan and wife, Grace, at dedi
cation of the Sheehan Lecture Hall.
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Another Look at the Eskimos of

ou may have heard about, or 
seen, the June National Geo

graphic story on Eskimos of Toksook 
Bay in Alaska, photographed by 
Creighton University's chairman of 
the Fine and Performing Arts De
partment, Rev. Don Doll, S.J.

W indow  magazine cornered the 
busy Fr. Doll long enough to ask 
some questions about the Geographic 
article and get some "exclusive" 
outtakes from the many photos he 
took.

The photographer's "dream maga
zine," normally resplendent in full- 
color photographs, departed from its 
tradition for the Creighton priest 
who said, "It's kind of a black-and- 
white world, you know."

The eleven photos the casual 
reader sees in the June issue of 
Geographic are a modest selection of 
the hundreds Fr. Doll took, while 
enduring temperatures of down 
to 30 degrees below zero to chronicle 
the hunting, fishing and community 
life of the Eskimos of Toksook Bay, 
on the Bering Sea coast. The story 
of just how those eleven pictures 
came to be in National Geographic 
and of Fr. Doll's encounter with the 
perfectionism of the great magazine 
as well as with the rigors of Eskimo

life is a fascinating one.
It would be totally wrong to imply 

that only Geographic cared about 
the photographer-priest's photos. He 
cares very deeply about them and 
possesses his own inner drive for 
perfection quite apart from Geograph
ic's. He was disappointed, but un
derstanding, that Geographic did not 
use certain photos.

He came back from the Bering 
Sea Coast in May of 1981 and spent 
a month in the darkroom making 
150 prints, each 11 inches by 14 
inches. It was no small task for an 
artist searching for perfection.

At National Geographic, editing 
sessions at this stage are done by 
viewing transparencies or slides 
projected large enough to be seen 
by the entire editorial staff of picture 
editors, magazine issue editors, 
and other top editors.

During the meeting, Fr. Doll said, 
you wait for the editor to say: "We 
have a story."

"That's the line you want to 
hear," he said. "That means you 
have enough visual material. No 
matter how well the story is writ
ten—you can have a whizbang 
story, beautifully written—it does 
not get to the publication stage until

the story is told in pictures."
The 150 photographs Fr. Doll had 

printed now are gleaned to 40. 
There will be more winnowing.

"In the layout department they 
have a rear-projection table," Fr.
Doll explained. "The slides of the 
photographs are projected onto 
tissue sheets the size of the actual 
Geographic pages. A gimbal stick, 
which looks like an Atari video 
game, is used by the layout artist to 
run the picture back and forth until 
it looks right on the page. They 
may say, 'This picture deserves two 
pages.' They lay out two pages at 
a time. Then they put them on 
a wall and put them in sequence 
for flow in the story."

The editorial decisions are based 
on a variety of criteria, but most 
important is impact.

"They might say this picture is so 
good that it's visually impactful,"
Fr. Doll said. "That's the big word.
It has to have visual impact and 
two or three elements, that is, it 
tells two or three things about the 
people and their culture."

But it is not literal story telling 
that counts, it is the strength of the 
photograph, says Fr. Doll. "That 
just blew me away," he said. "It's
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TOKtOOKBAY
the picture that has visual impact 
that will go larger/'

Fr. Doll explained the thinking 
behind some of the photos that ap
peared in the June National Geo
graphic.

One picture shows a motorboat 
towing a small house across the 
open sea. “This communicates 
something about this vast space,"
Fr. Doll said. “It tells something 
about the ingenuity of these people 
kind of alone out there. They (Na
tional Geographic) love this kind of 
thing."

Another photo shows several 
Eskimos of various ages watching 
television. "I didn't think very much 
about that photograph," Fr. Doll 
said, “but they liked it. They like 
large groups of people, with lots of 
faces showing. I had a beautiful 
portrait of a single person, but they 
didn't like that. . .It doesn't tell 
you enough about the people. It's a 
beautiful Eskimo face, but there's 
nothing else happening."

Geographic doesn't like to have 
two photos making the same state
ment in the same article. “You've 
got it stated that there's lots of 
space there with a picture like this 
(the boat towing the house)," Fr.
Doll said, “Therefore, one of the 
pictures I liked really a lot didn't get 
used. Like this one that shows 
how people travel up there. Here's 
a dog like it's chasing a station 
wagon down here, but it's chasing a 
sled up there. This picture got 
eliminated because, basically, it's 
telling about the space up there 
again.

“I really like this one, though.
This is the mode of travel. They're 
going to a religious rally 45 miles 
away. The kids get bundled up. 
There are no springs in the sleds; 
they jounce along for maybe three 
hours. The sled is pulled by a 
snowmobile. They call them snow- 
goes or snow machines."

Fr. Doll pulled out another picture 
he liked: “I was sorry to see this 
one go. It's another group of people.

"This was not used because the editors felt it was not readily apparent what 
is going on. Incidentally, Lucy Asuluk, the girl in the picture, whose tooth 
is being pulled, put her tooth under her pillow for the tooth fairy."
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"This one would have made it into the layout if the article had been another few pages. It's animated and it shows lots 
of faces. Frances Usugan is sharing the first large seal kill of the season at a seal party. They're laughing at me for 
being there. Men don't go to the parties.''

"This is a wonderful situation, but it is an awkward composition. There's no 
life in the picture. I failed them with this.”

17



.......... ........................... ........................... .... ..........  ........................ ......... ..... ..................

(K !

: 4» tI 1
r
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TOKfOOKBAY
This is a seal party. She's passing 
out plastic bags so people can put 
seal blubber in them. There are nice 
expressions on their faces. They're 
happy. Men don't go to these 
things. I wasn't invited; I was just 
coming out of the house and 
snapped this."

Another picture that didn't make 
it into the Geographic article shows 
the other side of the room in which 
the Eskimos were watching televi
sion: "This is the way they eat," 
said Fr. Doll, noting the grouping 
sitting on the floor, with a "table
cloth" of newspapers. "Everyone sits 
on the floor and they dip their 
food, whatever it is, in seal oil and 
eat it. It's pretty good tasting, some 
of it."

The picture of the single person 
(Page 15): "I like this," said Fr.
Doll. "It's a picture of Madeline 
Suny. She's only 63 in this picture." 
The weathered face suggests some
one in her eighties.

Another picture shows a child 
with a clothespin in her mouth and 
a woman standing above the child: 
"In this one," Fr. Doll says, "she 
is pulling her tooth by tying a string 
around it and just yanking it out."

Of a picture of huddled musk 
ox, the photographer said: "This one 
almost got into the layout. But 
they had run a picture of some 
musk ox a few issues before, 
so. . .."

At one point in the reviewing 
process, the story—along with its 
photographs—goes into a drawer at 
National Geographic. It is placed in 
an appropriately yellow cover and 
put into the drawer. Some stories 
might not make it out of the drawer 
and into the magazine. The drawer, 
however, is indicative of the final 
step before publication.

In January of this year, Fr. Doll's 
photos made it out of the drawer.
Six months later they made it into 
the magazine. It was nearly six 
years after Fr. Doll took his first 
Eskimo photos at Toksook Bay. 0

— RG
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Chinese medical 
education looks 
to West... but 
the prognosis 
is unsure
By Richard V. Andrews, Ph.D

i
he system of higher 
education in China 
is a curious blend of 
Chinese, Soviet,
German, British and 
American traditions.

Ancient traditions required long 
and tedious philosophical contem- *
plations of the world of ideas 
under tutorial masters, and educa
tion was limited to an elite few.
Modern education in China in
cludes a period of compulsory pri
mary education for everyone,
"middle" education which resem
bles the English and German ver
sions of high school, and 
university-level training in "col
leges" that leads to doctoral and 
professional degrees.

Modern medical education is a 
six-year program with options for 
research training, public health 
training, clinical studies of allopathic 
(general) medicine and surgery, 
dental medicine and surgery, or 
pharmacy-pharmacology-medicinal 
chemistry training. In other words, 
each "college" operates as a special
ized university. Students enter spec
ialized study in medicine or 
literature or engineering or teacher 
education, and so forth, after "high 
school."

The old tradition relied upon '
precise memorization and prolonged 
apprentice service before new crea
tive expression was permitted. The <
newly emerging tradition is encour
aging students to try new 
approaches to solving problems.

I received the impression, during 
conversations with educators, scien
tists and students while visiting 
schools, that the newness of West
ern style medical education, the 
broader general education of 
Chinese youth and public television 
have combined with elements of 
need and tradition to make Chinese 
"medical universities" a likely focus
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of educational reform.
The reawakening of respect for 

intellectual achievements contrasts 
sharply with the recent anti-intellec
tual purges led by the "Gang of 
Four" and with ancient traditions of 
scholastic dogmatism.

The cultural revolution was an 
extreme reaction to old traditions of 
reverence for the "master-teacher." 
The intellectual revolt was so ex
treme that professors were beaten 
to death by their students. A less 
severe reactionary counterpart to 
this in the United States occurred 
during the rebellious '60s, when the 
"old order" was questioned.

If any benefit can be seen from 
the cultural revolution, it is proba
bly the erosion of the tradition 
of dogmatism in Chinese higher 
education.

Today, the People's Republic of 
China seems interested in an 
increasing American involvement in 
the training of biomedical personnel 
for Chinese research and education. 
The Chinese are looking to the 
West for training and fellowship 
opportunities as they seek to rebuild 
a cadre of faculty experts who will 
be able to teach and conduct the 
health-related research which is so 
critically needed for solutions to the 
health problems of modern China.

Chinese policymakers have rec
ognized how important an active, 
scholarly faculty is to sustained 
excellence in teaching and clinical 
service, in addition to the impor
tance of research for understanding 
underlying causes of diseases and 
discovering means for the preven
tion and alleviation of these health 
problems. They are abandoning 
the overly narrow and specialized 
model of health training adopted by 
the Soviet system, with which I 
have become acquainted through 
personal visitation to that country. 
Instead, the Chinese hope to edu

cate bright, young minds to sustain 
a spirit of self-education and inquiry 
that characterizes the best of educa
tion offered by universities in the 
West (the United States, Canada, 
the United Kingdom, Sweden, and 
Germany).

The Chinese have established key 
medical centers, corresponding with 
American universities. These oper
ate as centers of excellence using

government grants that focus upon 
sustaining high quality research 
and training programs as national
resources.

Peking-Union Medical College, 
now Beijing Medical College, was 
the first Western-style medical 
school to be established on mainland 
China in 1912. The Rockefeller 
Foundation aided establishment of 
Western-style medical training in
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Peking and in arranging faculty 
exchanges between China and the 
United States.

Such key medical centers at Beij
ing, Zheijeng, Shanghai, and Zhug- 
shan, offer a full six-year program 
of natural science, basic medical 
science, and clinical training, such 
as is found in the West. They select 
top students for postdoctoral gradu
ate research and clinical residency 
experiences.

Other medical training programs 
now offer a limited, highly special
ized five-year program that equips 
students with little fundamental 
science and very limited clinical 
skills.

In order for the Western model of 
advanced learning to prosper, cer
tain essentials for learning must 
be provided. These include a spirit 
of open inquiry and a tolerance 
of error as a condition of learning.

One Chinese leader said to me, 
"Our hope for the future of higher 
education in China lies with our 
young students and faculty mem
bers." The recognition of the prob
lem of dogmatic acceptance, the 
energy of inventive and creative 
minds, and the patient persistence 
of Chinese scholars will help in cre
ating again conditions which are 
favorable to the advancement of a 
new Chinese cadre of biomedical 
scientists.

The traditions of ancient, imperi
alistic dogmatism and the conflict of 
the other extreme of anti-intellec- 
tualism of the Cultural Revolution 
are, however, still apparent.

For example, I noticed that experi
ments on the neurophysiologic basis 
for the pain control effects of acu
puncture were flawed by a lack 
of controls. I noted with interest a 
universal reliance upon a single text

The reverence for 
the master-teacher 

could lead to dog
matic acceptance, 

rather than innova
tive thought, 

which finds new 
directions.

source for medical physiology 
courses. I sensed a reluctance of 
students and young faculty members 
to question facts or conclusions 
drawn by more senior professors 
(probably because to do so might 
seem discourteous).

Facilities for teaching, research 
and patient care are spartan by 
Western standards. As simple a 
device as a slide projector for lec
tures is a luxury. Both teaching 
laboratory and research equipment 
are, for the most part, aging relics of 
the 1940s and 1950s. Access to 
original library resources is cumber
some, if not wanting. Laboratories, 
clinics, and hospital wards are not 
only untidy, but often dirty.

By contrast with research laborato
ries in the USSR, which had fine, 
new (West German) electronic in
strumentation, Chinese electronic 
gear is either homemade or quite old 
and domestically produced.

Bedside equipment in critical care 
units is functional, but ancient and 
"spliced." For example, intravenous 
tubing is washed and reused; venti
lation by airway tubing is patched 
and dirty, and cardiac monitors are 
makeshift EGG equipment.

Despite all this, very heavy teach
ing and patient care loads are car
ried by medical faculty members 
with a generally positive outcome. 
There appears to be a great sense of 
satisfaction by faculty members 
and students, who meet burden
some work obligations with good 
cheer and sensitivity.

The formal sessions of our group 
adhered to stylized preplanned 
lectures on topics of interest to our 
Chinese hosts. They showed an 
intense interest in our schemata for 
stimulating research development 
in America in general and in 
Crieghton University's strategies for 
developing research excellence in 
particular.
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In addition, research topics deal
ing with molecular biology, respira
tory diseases, hypertension and 
cardiovascular disorders, renal and 
reproductive problems were of inter
est. The patterns of diseases in 

I China have changed from ones 
f wherein stereotypic episodes of in

fection, nutritional deprivation, and 
high infant mortality are being re
placed by higher incidence of cancer, 
cardiovascular, and pulmonary dis
eases. There is also an interest in 
establishing the mechanisms of ac
tion of herbs and acupuncture (tra
ditional Chinese medical processes).

The first priority of the Chinese 
system has been to resume training 
of doctors as practitioners of medi
cine and medical teaching. Until 
now, this goal has been pursued 
with an aging faculty of persons 
trained in Western methods.

The Cultural Revolution, with its 
rejection of Western ways as well as 
of intellectualism, has significantly 
damaged scientific development and 
research progress. On the one hand, 
the traditional reverent relationship 
between student and teacher—now 
enjoying a resurgence—leads to a 
dogmatic approach that stifles nor- 

1 mal growth and investigation. On 
the other hand, a climate of fear 

■ resulting from the harsh treatment 
of intellectuals in the Cultural Revo
lution inhibits more daring research.

. Thus, the Cultural Revolution has
had an effect that extends beyond 
its own life, the end result being 
that the flow of ideas is impeded.

True rebirth of Western-style sci- 
. entific inquiry will likely be slow 
> because of these cultural-historical 

factors. Nonetheless, interest in 
Western people, Western ideas, and 
Western technology is high and it 
seems to be mutually exclusive 
of Soviet ways.

The Chinese knew much more 
about us than we knew about them,

but they were patient and practical 
teachers. They even "translated" 
formal lectures both ways as a mat
ter of form, probably so that no 
one would be embarrassed, although 
their medical scientists and students 
spoke and understood English well.

China has made great strides in 
combatting infectious diseases by 
using antibiotics and through public 
education. It is now faced with a 
demographic shift brought on by 
longer life expectancy. The remarka
ble fact is that life expectancy of 
the population has nearly doubled 
in less than three decades, going 
from 35-38 years to 68-72 years.

Western-style medical and surgical 
interventions are being applied to 
major disease problems on a massive 
scale.

The Chinese, with their great 
capacity for endurance, for work, 
and for absorbing and assimilating 
other traditions into their own, 
clearly look to their honored profes
sors and their brightest young uni
versity students as elements of 
greater hope for the future. While 
traditional Chinese medical methods 
such as herbal therapies and acu
puncture coexist with Western 
methods of medical practice, there 
is now a high priority to redevelop 
key medical colleges into high-quality 
research and training centers. These 
colleges will set the standard for 
all health training in the People's 
Republic of China.

I have once again been enriched 
by visiting my colleagues in another 
land of another culture. I have 
come home with a renewed pride in 
the fellowship of the academy, and 
in my own university, Creighton.

I join with a Chinese colleague 
who said to me, "Our hope for the 
future is in the young," and with 
another who asked me during a 
visit to a Buddhist temple to "pray 
for peace."

Acupuncture, 
using needles 
shown above, 
though an ancient 
method, remains a 
part of the treat
ment technique in 
today's Mainland 
China medicine.
It is a culture that 
reveres the old 
ways.
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ensory delights of our visit to China 
included both visual contrasts and ex
quisite cooking.

We visited the sites of past glories, 
now historical palaces and temples on 
public display.

We witnessed the massive effort to provide housing 
for urban Chinese, where new high-rise structures were 
being erected adjacent to substandard shanties and 
people-filled streets.

We were treated to visits of silk and jade factories, 
art fairs, and rural scenes of tea groves, rice paddies 
and wheat fields.

We partook of 16 to 32-course dinners. Not once was 
a menu repeated, and each occasion provided new 
flavors and experiences.

Most importantly, we were warmly greeted by 
Chinese people from all stations of life. Many wanted 
to try out their English and were delighted that we 
attempted a few Chinese words. The people on the 
streets and in the universities and hospitals were 
obviously happy. They were comfortably dressed, well 
fed, and jovial. Unlike their Soviet counterparts, the 
Chinese have consumer goods in abundance.

Of even greater significance, however, is the hope 
they express for an improving lifestyle and for peace.

Our excursions included visits to a variety of historic 
sites, palaces and temples. From Beijing, we journeyed 
to the Great Wall, a man-made barrier which follows 
the contour of natural mountain barriers.

In and around Beijing, we saw the luxury of the 
ancient palaces and temples. At the Forbidden City, the 
Summer Palace, and the Ming Tombs, we saw exquisite 
and massive sculptures incorporated into the architec
ture of palaces, walls and courtyards. As we traveled, 
we learned repeatedly of an ancient preoccupation 
with power, which is illustrated by the dragons, lions, 
and sphinx which adorned the architecture from court
yards to rooftops. We were also impressed by ancient 
and contemporary wishes for longevity, which were 
symbolized by cranes, turtles and old men with long, 
shaggy eyebrows.

We found curious differences in the daily courtesies 
of life. It is common for a Chinese to greet even a 
stranger with an odd (to occidentals) inquiry about 
one's age. It is better to be older, apparently a part of 
the Chinese reverence for age. The Chinese will say: 
"You look much older." Far from being an insult, this 
is considered a compliment.

Buddhist temples have been restored and their beauty 
and the artistry of the Imperial Chinese palaces are 
visual delights.

Today's artists and craftsmen are no less expert than 
their ancestors, although their works are more likely 
to be products for export. We visited workshops in 
several cities where artifacts made of jade and ivory 
were being manufactured. The workers sit row upon 
row, sculpting various figures of jade, quartz and ivory, 
following pencil sketches. Fine porcelain is made for 
export, too. Pottery and figurines are crafted at factories 
which also manufacture, roof tile for domestic use.

Even the production of paintings, woodcuts, stone
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style silk mills produce fabrics and patterns of extraor
dinary quality.

The meals and banquets to which we were treated 
not only were enjoyable, but somewhat challenging to 
Western dietary habits.

We soon learned, after eating all of a Peking duck 
but his quack, that it is better to accept Chinese food 
on its gustatory and olefactory merits rather than ques
tioning what it is. Following our host's lead, we were 
able to appreciate such delicacies as eel, sea snake, sea 
cucumber, "1,000-year-old" eggs, and sparrow.

The 16- to 32-course meals were washed down with 
very good beer, or a less pleasing orange drink that 
seems almost as ubiquitous as Coca-Cola in the West. 
Banquets were distinguished by the addition of either 
wine or mai tai (a harsh, nasty-tasting vodka) and 
liberal toasts.

Within 10 days, we were skilled enough with chop
sticks to eat slippery buttered mushroom caps—even 
after several toasts. One meal, taken at a Buddhist 
monastery, was entirely vegetarian. The food, however, 
looked and tasted like shrimp, sweet and sour pork, 
and other meat items, in addition to the more identifi
able vegetables.

My only regret about the delightful variety and taste 
of meals we enjoyed is that we are not likely to find 
such fine cuisine in the United States.

The meals and our hosts were indeed a pleasure. 0

Artisans produce delicate traditional and contemporary 
paintings, prints and paper cuts, or carve massive 
wooden or stone scenes. These join small artifacts to 
adorn new public buildings or become items to be sold 
to foreigners. Even the carpetmakers present hand
crafted portraits of Chinese style and durability.

The rural scenes we viewed were orderly and tran
quil. Every possible plot of soil is used. Wheat and rice 
appeared to be the major crops, often growing side- 
by-side. Apparently, where possible, the ground is 
flooded for rice planting after wheat is harvested.

Each rural village also made bricks, which are sold to 
build the many new urban apartments and the walls 
which are seen throughout the country.

A tea plantation was complete with shrub culture 
research, shrub cultivation and leaf harvesting, process
ing and packaging. I was surprised to learn the same 
shrub is the source of both green and black tea; green 
tea is fresh-dried, while black tea is formed by self
fermentation before drying.

The plains between Shanghai and Huangzhou were 
tabletop flat and offered great expanses of wheat and 
rice farming, while the hills and climate around Huang
zhou also accommodated tea groves.

The major domesticated animals are silkworms and 
ducks. Ducks are by far more plentiful, but silk culture 
is a more important cash crop, 
silkworm forage is available, large
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Alumnews

Alumnitems Weddings
40 Hubert L. Tinley, BSC, Omaha, 
has been appointed president of the 
Farmers National Co.
49 Dr. James D. Benson, BSC, De
kalb, 111., was named vice president 
for business affairs at Northern Illinois 
University.
51 Thomas R.
Burke, JD, Oma
ha, was elected as 
the Nebraska state 
delegate to the 
American Bar As
sociation House 
of Delegates.

Alfred F.
Pogge, BS, Iowa 
City, Iowa, is en
rolled in the science education PhD 
program at the University of Iowa. He 
is on sabbatical leave from his position 
as associate professor of biology at 
Quincy College, 111.
57 H. Arthur Mayer, BS, Fort 
Dodge, Iowa, earned the Sertoman of 
the Year award from the West Iowa 
district of Sertoma, honoring his 19 
years of service to the organization.
58 Warren H. Dunn, JD, Milwau
kee, Wis., has been promoted to sen
ior vice president of administration, 
with responsibility for the legal, fi
nance, planning, corporate affairs and 
material flow functions for the Miller 
Brewing Co.
67 Dr. David L. Vesely, BS, Nice, 
France, is a scholar in residence at 
Institut National de la Sante et de la 
Recherches Medicale.
/  3  Barbara Poulicek Bures, BSMth,
Omaha, has been promoted to as
sistant manager of CDS information 
center services for the Mutual of Omaha 
Companies.
79 Michael D. Kozlik, JD, Omaha, 
has joined Helget Inc. as vice presi
dent of finance.
80 Laura A. Baudendistel, BA, La
Crosse, Wis., is assistant director of 
development and alumni relations at 
Viterbo College.

3 2  Marlene T. Born, SJN, and John 
J. Weber Jr., June 1, 1978, living in 
Omaha.
75 Lori A. Redden and Bruce E. 
Allen, BA, June 16, 1984, living in 
Kansas City, Mo.
77 Jeanne L. Farrell, BA, and James 
R. Master, BA, June 30, 1984, living 
in El Estor, Izabal, Guatemala.

8 Dr. Marjorie A. Morrison, 
BSChm, and Phillip G. Mattingly, Nov. 
27, 1982, living in Grayslake, 111.

Jane C. Evans and Patrick C. 
Barrett, Arts, Dec. 11, 1982, living in 
San Diego, Calif.

Elizabeth Vaughn, BSN, and Ar
thur R. Ayers, June 16, 1984, living 
in Belmont, Mass.

Nancy L. Oliva, BSN, and Mi
chael G. Lyon, MD, June 2, 1984, 
living in Columbia, Mo.
80 Catherine E. Malina, Nurs, and
Daniel Lee Owens, Feb. 4, 1984, living 
in Southampton, Pa.

Denise M. Murcek, BSN, and R. 
Trent Leurquin, June 24, 1983, living 
in Seattle, Wash.
81 Karlee L. Bark and Gary P. Low, 
DDS, March 17, 1984, living in Ca- 
manche, Iowa.

Kristine M. Karabatsos, BS, and
Pat Salerno, June 8, 1984, living in 
Tempe, Ariz.
82 Leslie S. Vacanti, BA, and Rich
ard F. Stepuszek, DDS'83, June 22, 
1984, living in Alsip, 111.

Diane K. Moody and Richard E. 
Tonigan, DDS, June 23, 1984, living 
in Farmington, N.M.

Mollie F. Lawler, BA, and John 
P. Loughlin, June 23, 1984, living in 
St. Paul, Minn.
83 Julia A. McCann, BA, and Brian 
A. Hagan, BS'81, June 16, 1984, living 
in Omaha.

Janine M. Weaver, BSBA, and
Jeffery A. Pettepier, June 8, 1984, liv
ing in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
84 Bridget Buck and Paul D. 
Schanbacher, MD, June 2, 1984, living 
in Tacoma, Wash.

Joanne M. Bussard, BSPhy, and 
Michael K. Conry, BS, June 30, 1984, 
living in Manhattan, Kan.

Births
73 Michael S. McKee and Frances 
Parmentar McKee, BSN, Whiteman 
Air Force Base, Mo., a daughter, Cath
erine Marie, May 1, 1984.
74 Ronald J. Segebarth, DDS, and
Marsha L. Segebarth, Hanson, Ky., a 
daughter, Jenifer Meagan, June 20, 1984.
78 John J. Kinnear, BA, and Con
nie O'Nele Kinnear, Omaha, a son, 
Daniel Joseph, June 30, 1984.
80 Kenneth R. Catallozzi, MD, and
Leslie Dionne Catallozzi, Providence, 
R.I., a son, Nicholas Kenneth, Jan. 
28, 1984.
81 Michael J. Bernard, BSBA, and 
Mary Lynch Bernard, BA, Omaha, a 
daughter, Caroline Clare, June 24, 1984.
82 Michael A. DeRose, DDS, and
Kim Carere DeRose, Pueblo, Colo., a 
son, Craig Derek, April 28, 1984.

Deaths
17 Henry Schulz, DDS, Omaha, 
Neb., Aug. 1984.
26 Joseph F. Murphy Jr., Arts,
Omaha, Neb., Aug. 1984.
28 Eugene Donovan, DDS, Elk- 
horn, Neb., Aug. 1984.

Herman Corenman, JD, Laguna 
Hills, Calif., Aug. 25, 1984.
29 Fred W. Heitman, husband of 
Elsie A. Heitman, SJN, Omaha, Neb., 
Aug. 1984.
31 Margaret M. (Ellingson) Hart, 
SCN, wife of John A. Hart, BA'28,
Omaha, Neb., Aug. 1984.
42 John J. Cloidt Jr., Arts, husband 
of Dorothy W. Cloidt, SJN'41, Platts- 
mouth, Neb., Aug. 1984.
46 Gus J. Karabatsos, Arts, Omaha, 
Neb., Aug. 1984.
60 Hugh W. La Fontaine, BA,
Stoughton, Wis., June 20, 1984.
62 Joel A. Moser, BA, Pekin, 111., 
Aug. 1984.
73 Joseph D. Colburn, husband of 
Margaret M. Colburn, BS, Omaha, 
Neb., Aug. 1984.
84 Charles B. Sprague, BA, Omaha, 
Neb., Aug. 14, 1984.
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University News

Creighton University is rapidly as
suming international leadership in 
telecommunications technology as ap
plied to education.

That point was graphically illus
trated with the August 20 announce
ment that Creighton would be the 
headquarters for the U.S. Committee 
of the International Council on Film 
and Television, created by UNESCO. 
The Rev. Lee Lubbers, S.J., director 
of telecommunications and a professor 
of fine arts at the university, was asked 
to head the council.

Lubbers designed and operates 
Creighton's campus satellite/cable tel
evision system, considered the most 
advanced in the nation. More than a 
dozen satellite receiving dishes scan 
the skies, pulling in live TV programs 
from Russia, French-language broad
casting from Canada and Spanish-lan- 
guage shows from Mexico. Most of 
the offices and student rooms on the 
campus are wired to receive this pro
gramming, which is especially valu
able to modern languages students, 
Lubbers said.

Lubbers also is the president of 
SCOLA (Satellite Communications for 
Learning Association), a consortium 
of about 30 colleges and universities 
that seek expanded use of worldwide 
television technology for education. 
The consortium was the result of two 
national satellite TV technology sem
inars Creighton has hosted in the last 
two years.

Lubbers came to the attention of the 
UNESCO council last spring during a 
visit to Paris, where he was invited 
to speak to the film and TV council 
about his work in telecommunica
tions. He was later contacted by Em
manuel Flipo, executive secretary of 
the film and TV council in Paris, and 
asked to chair the U.S. committee.

Lubbers also has been invited by 
Nebraska Gov. Bob Kerrey to serve 
on a task force investigating ways to 
promote telecommunications technol
ogy in the state. One project that has 
been discussed, according to Lubbers, 
is a "world's fair" via satellite TV orig
inating in Nebraska.

Parents, freshmen enjoy a reception on 
the mall in August.

T he Office of the Registrar reported 
in September that Creighton's enroll
ment of 5,912 for the Fall semester of 
1984 was the second highest in the 
school's history. Freshman enrollment 
was up by 99 students.

Overall, the Creighton enrollment 
was down by 389 students, or 6.2 
percent. University College showed 
the greatest loss, down more than 21 
percent; freshman enrollment showed 
the greatest gain, 12.5 percent. In last 
year's record enrollment, Creighton 
had a total of 6,301 students.

The U.S. Air Force Institute of Tech
nology (AFIT) is using two Creighton 
University graduate programs — the 
master of computer systems manage
ment and the master of atmospheric 
sciences — for training selected offi
cers. AFIT, headquartered at Wright- 
Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, 
Ohio, selects certain educational pro
grams as suitable for officer training 
and assigns officers to them. Dr. Rich
ard V. Andrews, dean of the Graduate 
School, said: "These are unique pro
grams . . . (with) Creighton combin
ing management with computer use 
— it could be the first program like 
it in the country."

T he $5.5 million addition to the Rein
ert Alumni Memorial Library was ded
icated in ceremonies on the Creighton 
University campus Sept. 12.

Guest speakers included Leo A. Daly, 
president of the architectural firm of 
the same name which designed the 
library, and the Rev. Paul C. Reinert, 
S.J., chancellor of Saint Louis Uni
versity and brother of the late Rev. 
Carl M. Reinert, S.J., for whom the 
library is named.

Two gifts to Creighton were for
mally accepted during the ceremonies. 
One was Omaha sculptor John Lajba's 
bronze bust of Creighton's Fr. Reinert, 
a gift from Bellevue College. The other 
gift, a lighted concrete-and-metal sign 
in front of the library, was donated 
by the Hawkins Construction Co.

Steve Kline, formerly a reporter with 
the Associated Press and sports editor 
of the Omaha World-Herald, has joined 
the Creighton University Public Re
lations and Information staff as as
sistant director in charge of the news 
bureau.

Two Creighton University students 
were among the first winners of the 
Omaha Telecasters Educational Foun
dation scholarships.

Michael Larsen of Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, a junior journalism major, was 
honored as the first recipient of the 
$5,000 Johnny Carson scholarship, while 
Cathy Hudson of Omaha, a freshman, 
was among nine students winning 
$1,250 scholarships. The Carson schol
arship is named in honor of the noted 
"Tonight Show" host who grew up in 
Nebraska and had his first TV job in 
Omaha.

P amela A. Vaughn has joined the 
Creighton University Public Relations 
and Information staff as associate pub
lications editor. Previously, she held 
a similar position with Omaha's Met
ropolitan Technical Community Col
lege, with which she had been engaged 
for 10 years.
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Shape a tomorrow

Donald R. Keough, 
President and Chief 
Operating Officer, 
Coca-Cola Com pany/ 
Bachelor o f Science 
1949

Distinguished Alumnus Don Keough 
on his Creighton experience and 

education: “Superb!’ -7'1.
mm

“I enrolled in Creighton in the fall of 
1946. Most of us were on the GI Bill of 
Rights . . . and we were anxious to get a 
college education so that we could get 
on with our lives.

“... The education that I got at Creighton 
was the finest you could get anywhere in 
the world . . .  It was grounded in some 
fundamentally good, straight, moral 
values. And the quality . . . was superb.

“I don’t know what my life would have 
been without that education.”

Tell someone special 
about Creighton




