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The Laser Sheds Its 
Light on Dentistry

Dr. Richard Blankenau pursues the benefits of using the laser 
in dentistry, and little Kim McCabe is grateful. Her smile is 
back and Dr. Blankenau's less painful process gets the credit. 
Page 4.

Fr. Doll's Lens Turns Again 
Toward the Sioux Nation

Jesuit photographer Don Doll traveled more 
than 75,000 miles in three years to capture his 
images of the Sioux people. Window brings 
you an exclusive peek at Fr. Doll's upcoming 
book and its beautiful photographs. Page 8.
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As Deglman Hall is rededicated after extensive remodeling, 
writer Bob Reilly takes you back to the "original," Fr. Francis 
Deglman, S.J. Page 20.
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d Letters 1
W indo w  Magazine edits Letters to 
the Editor, primarily to conform to 

space limitations. Personally signed 
letters are given preference for  

publication. Our FAX telephone 
number is: (402) 280-2549.

'Saving Mother Earth'
We are compelled to write regarding the 
Winter 1993-94 edition of the Creighton 
University Window. A s Creighton 
University graduates, it is particularly 
aggravating to receive a publication that 
devotes nearly 10 pages to the "Science of 
Saving Mother Earth," yet is published on 
paper that is clearly neither recycled nor 
indicated as recyclable.

We feel that the University does great 
"lip service" to the developing field of 
environmental study, yet fails to police its 
own backyard. Please take note of this crit
icism, and work towards creating a more 
environmentally friendly publication.

Thank you for your prompt attention 
to this matter. We look forward to your 
next publication, printed on recycled 
paper.

Mary Galvin, BA'90 
Nora Galvin, BA'88 

Little Canada, Minn.

Some Good News
As editor of W indow, and as one who 

has some 40 years in the publishing business,
I share your concern about the environment.
It has always bothered me that my love for 
the printed word has stood in direct conflict 
with my love of trees and the outdoors.

Therefore, several years ago I took steps to 
have W indow printed with soy inks (even the 
black ink is soy based) and we reduced the 
quality of paper stock in an effort to make 
W indow more recyclable.

I was aghast to find there are many traps 
in recycling the magazine, however.

For economic reasons, W indow is printed 
on a web offset press and such presses require 
a somewhat "tougher" paper, owing to the fact 
that large areas of paper must "fly" suspended 
between rollers of the large press. Weight of 
paper and the vagaries of humidity, speed of 
press and various tension adjustments can lead 
to what is called a "web break." Presses can 
be shut down for hours with such a calamity. 
The "solution” is to use more virgin material, 
whose longer fibers maintain the integrity
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of the web.
Fortunately, our printer has informed us 

this Spring that the UV (ultraviolet) coating on 
the cover that we have always assumed is the 
"problem"for recycling, actually is now being 
accepted by repulpers. This means W indow IS 
recyclable now.

Liz Downen of Santa Publications Group's 
Chicago office has a degree in printing from 
Illinois State University and she has been 
wrestling with the problem. She says:

"Paper repulpers were reluctant to take 
printers' scrap which contained UV trimmings. 
They viewed UV as a contaminant. Current 
technology... has negated this concern.... There 
is no need to segregate coated from non-coated 
trimmings."

Downen points out that the concern is with 
VOCs (volatile organic compounds) used in 
magazine coatings. "UV coatings consist of 
materials that cure as 100 percent solids, using 
no solvents and producing virtually no VOCs," 
she said.

Getting post-consumer paper waste recy
cled (despite programs that purport to do just 
that) is another matter entirely. All of us can 
only hope that paper manufacturers will contin
ue to turn their attention toward post-con
sumer waste and away from virgin timber.

— Robert U. Guthrie 
Editor

Ethics on the Job 
Thank you for publishing the article 
written by Cynthia Furlong Reynolds, 
"Ethics...Right and/or Wrong Decisions 
Faced by Pharmacists," and bringing atten
tion to a part of the job that may not be 
apparent to those outside of pharmacy.
I have worked over 22 years dispensing 
prescriptions and have had (and continue) 
to make many ethical decisions in the 
workplace.

I agree with those who responded to the 
national survey Dr. Amy Haddad sent to 
4,000 pharmacists, that "the most common 
and difficult problem (is) whether to dis
pense addictive drugs when they suspect 
substance abuse." I probably feel just as 
uncomfortable today as I did during the 
earlier years, when I am presented with 
prescriptions written for controlled sub
stances that fall beyond the norms in terms 
of quantities prescribed and/or dosages.

However, one of the things I have 
learned over time is not to make a judg
ment before gathering as much informa
tion as possible about a particular situation. 
Talking with members of the health care 
team (including the patient) may shed new 
light on an originally perceived "suspect" 
prescription. (I have even, on occasion,

tapped upon the wisdom of Father Richard 
McGloin, whose ability to provide valuable 
insight about life situations is as highly 
appreciated today as it was during my 
undergrad days in the '60's.)

Personally, if I still don't feel "quite 
right"...still don't feel comfortable, after 
finding out as much as I can about circum
stances involving a particular prescription,
I won't fill it. The bottom line is I must 
believe 1 am doing what's best for the 
patient.

Gary L. joe, BSPha'70 
Concord, Calif

'Misunderstanding'
The letters which have appeared in the 
W/ndow from Dr. Joan M. Saniuk and 
Diane Jacobs-Malina show once again that 
Feminist theologians not only misunder
stand their opponents but they may have 
a serious misunderstanding of males.

Saniuk says indirectly that the Catholic 
Church does not acknowledge women as 
moral agents simply because women are 
not involved in the decision making pro
cess of Church doctrine. From this point, 
many anti-Catholic feminists have said 
that Catholic women are subservient to 
men and are being "oppressed" as if the 
Catholic Church had police powers. This is 
often taken further to say that all men are 
rapists and child molesters.

I have been censured for stating the fol
lowing. Morality is a predominately male 
problem. This is not the result of sexism 
but out of the experience of males. Boys are 
more likely to be fatherless than girls are to 
be motherless, and are not likely to accept 
women as role models or mentors. The fact 
remains that prisoners are virtually all 
male. Gangs are a predominately male 
occupation. There is no feminine counter
part to pederasty. Rapists and sexual 
offenders are mostly male. Many Feminists 
agree with this and then are stuck with the 
problem of how to discipline males. For 
many Feminists the response has been a 
fascist matriarchy, where all the problems 
can only be resolved by government and 
all men must be imprisoned as rapists. 
Jesus and Christianity have responded and 
the result is an all male celibate priesthood 
setting a good example for all men and 
being a counter demonstration to all the 
evil men do.

I had an argument with one Feminist 
who was opposed to pornography because 
it turned women into sex objects. The same 
Feminist defended artificial contraceptives 
and I told her that contraceptives actually 
do turn women into sex objects where

pornography doesn't. Her response was 
"real men don't use porn" and I responded 
"what you are really saying is real men 
use women instead of pornography, and 
that is the sexism which defends contracep
tives." Until Feminists acknowledge these 
realities they will continue to advocate fas
cism solving nothing; and they will never 
understand why women outnumber men 
in the Catholic Church, both in the pews 
and in the religious orders.

Andrew Sullivan, BA'89 
Omaha

Inconsistencies
I am not shocked by either Diane Jacobs- 
Malina's or Dr. Joan M. Saniuk's letters in 
reference to the Immaculate Conception 
and the role of women in the Roman 
Catholic Church. I am, however, somewhat 
perplexed by their inconsistencies. While it 
appears that their intention is to elevate 
women, it is capricious then to attempt the 
destruction of the woman Mary.

Neither is it surprising that Jesuit insti
tution alumni attack the truths of the faith, 
then have their anti-Magisterium opinions 
printed in this Catholic university forum.

Dr. Saniuk's statement pertaining to 
women's lack of access to decision making 
within the church is false! I suggest all who 
believe otherwise make themselves famil
iar with the women saints. Specifically 
(consider) Catherine of Siena, whose urg
ing led Pope Gregory XI to return the 
papacy to Rome, who was successful in 
reconciling Florence and the Holy See, who 
was credited with rallying support for 
Pope Urban VI during the Great Schism of 
1378, and who is known as one of the 
greatest Christian mystics. She received the 
stigmata and was declared Doctor of the 
Church. Women have played a crucial role 
in the church in the past and will continue 
to do so in the future.

As for decision makers of the church, 
it is not men who make the decisions that 
define truths of the church, but God. This is 
identified by Christ himself in Matthew 16, 
where God the Father reveals to Jesus that 
Peter is to be the Universal Shepherd.

Women do have a crucial role within 
the church, but not as clergy. Sister Birege 
McKenna at one point in life toiled with the 
question of women as priests. In her book, 
Miracles Do Happen, she describes an appari
tion/discussion with the Ford which 
answers this very question. Read it yourself.

John P. Fitzsimmons, BSBA'87 
Sioux City, Iowa
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d On Her Future
By Judith Martz Studt

E ight-year-old Kim McCabe has seen more of dentists, oral 
surgeons, and outpatient clinics than most 80-year-olds 
have seen in a lifetime. Now, thanks to the efforts of a 

Creighton University dentistry professor and researcher, she 
has had a new and special light shed on her future.

"She's a different person," her mom, Sandy, says. "For the 
first time in her life, she's relaxed. She smiles. She doesn't 
hate going to the dentist."

Kim, who lives with her family near Fort Dodge, Iowa — 
some 150 miles from Omaha — was born with biliary atresia, 
a rare liver disease in which bile ducts fail to develop. At the 
age of two, after eight operations, she was given a liver trans
plant. Doctors put her on special medication so her body 
wouldn't reject the organ.

It worked. Her new liver not only survived but thrived. 
What caused her problems were the side effects of the 
medicine, especially the rapid tissue growth in her mouth.

"Her gums would get so big," Kim's mom recalls, "you 
couldn't see her teeth. By the time she was four, she was so 
self-conscious, she wouldn't open her mouth in public." Their 
only alternative was to have the gum tissue cut away three or 
four times a year.

McCabe says she searched the region for dentists who 
were experimenting with different procedures and eventually 
came across an oral surgeon in Omaha who was working 
with lasers. "But back then," she recalls, "(lasers) were dan
gerous and very limited in what they could do."

The dentist said Kim's case was the worst he had ever 
seen, that she would have to be completely put under and go 
through outpatient surgery. For Kim, it was a dreaded and 
painful experience, and a major undertaking.

McCabe explains that she and her daughter would travel 
to Omaha the night before each appointment so they could be 
at the clinic at 6:30 the following morning. "By the time Kim 
was anesthetized, operated on and wheeled out from the

recovery room, we had spent nearly a 
full day at the office and several thou
sand dollars."

It took three hours to drive back 
home, and Kim was sick all the way. 
"Because of the anesthetic, we had to 
constantly monitor her. Her mouth was 
so sore, she was miserable and often 
couldn't eat solids for several days."

Dr. Richard Blankenau Today — thanks to people like Dr.
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Laser Treat ment s

Richard Blankenau and other researchers at Creighton's School 
of Dentistry — dental treatment involving lasers has come a 
long way. For patients like Kim, who have soft tissue removed, 
there's practically no blood or pain. There's no need for surgi
cal dressings. Patients even report that their wounds seem to 
heal faster.

In fact, Kim's visits to the dentist these days aren't much 
different than those for simple dental procedures. "She's in 
and out within an hour, and she feels great," McCabe says. 
"What's more, we pay a fraction of what we used to pay. The 
last time we were in to see Dr. Blankenau, we went and had 
pizza for lunch. The difference is like night and day."

"What we are seeing is a major revolution in dentistry," 
Blankenau says, "a new way of life for 
many people." Blankenau, an assistant 
dean at Creighton's School of Dentistry 
and a member of a department that con
centrates on operative and restorative 
dentistry, has been an educator, 
researcher and practicing dentist for 
nearly 30 years. But it wasn't until 1986 
that he first became interested in lasers.

At the time, Blankenau recalls, there 
were a few researchers in the U.S.,
France, Germany and a few other coun
tries who were experimenting with 
laser technology in soft tissue dental 
surgery.

"It was Blankenau and his col
leagues who made the laser more than 
just a surgical tool," recalls Dr. Leo 
Miserendino, a professor in oral biology 
at the University of Illinois College of 
Dentistry in Chicago. "They pioneered 
in other applications and research, espe
cially in the areas of restorative and pre
ventive dentistry. They also paved the 
way for the argon laser to be used in 
these applications."

One of Blankenau's colleagues, Dr. Lynn Powell, a professor 
at the University of Utah in Salt Lake City, was aware that 
Creighton had instruments for testing physical properties of 
certain materials. (Creighton's School of Dentistry has a coop
erative arrangement to educate students from Utah, and 
Powell is the University of Utah's associate dean for dental 
education.)

"Lynn called me one day to see if we would be interested in 
running tests on some materials that would be treated with 
laser equipment at Utah's Laser Institute," says Blankenau. "I 
asked, 'What's a laser?' He said, T'm not sure myself, but let's 
find out together/"

Blankenau soon became acquainted with the laser (actually 
an acronym for Light Amplification by the Stimulated

Emission of Radiation), a device containing a substance that 
emits light of a specific wavelength. The idea is to concentrate 
the light in an intense, narrow beam, much like shining light 
from the sun through a magnifying glass to start a fire.

He discovered that lasers could perform a variety of func
tions. For example, Blankenau found that, depending on the 
level of light concentration, lasers could be used to cause a 
chain reaction in a chemical; to cut through a substance or 
material; to "cure" or seal a wound; or to coagulate blood and 
cause it to clot. He knew lasers also could be used to essential
ly explode or vaporize the surface of the tissue — that's really 
what happens in gum surgery.

Furthermore, he learned there were all kinds of lasers —
including carbon dioxide, argon and 
eximer:chloride lasers — and that the 
potential for each one was different 
from the other. Each had its own 
wavelengths, its own sensitivity to a 
particular color. The trick was to find 
the right laser for the right applica
tion and to use the right exposure.

Blankenau's first area of study 
involved light-sensitive resins or 
composites that were used for restor
ing teeth. Up until then, dentists had 
been employing halogen light to ini
tiate a chain reaction and cause the 
materials to harden. "We wanted to 
know what would happen if we 
applied a laser beam," Blankenau 
says. "So I began making regular 
trips to Utah, working with an 
$80,000 machine at the Institute to 
get some initial samples. We found 
that we could get the materials to 
solidify within 10 seconds — a fourth 
of the normal time."

Back home in Omaha, Blankenau 
began testing the materials himself, 

then asked other researchers in Creighton's School of Dentistry 
to join in on twisting, bending, pulling, crushing and other 
experiments.

"We found that, in most cases, (with lasers) the physical 
properties significantly improved, and the resulting composite 
was far better and stronger than compounds treated with con
ventional light sources. That meant that, theoretically, the new 
restorations should last longer."

Eager to conduct more research and prove that lasers were 
safe to use in this manner, Blankenau and Powell soon 
approached several laser manufacturers. They were able to 
convince one to develop an argon laser for Creighton. It was 
the first machine in the nation that was specifically designed 
for dentistry.

Sister Kelly (left) and Kim, with their 
Labrador puppy. Kim, whose liver transplant 

medicine caused abnormal gum growth, had to 
have surgery up to four times a year. The laser 

has made life easier.
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found to have 
properties that led to 

better curing of 
sealants used on 

teeth of youngsters.

Armed with further results, they approached the Food and 
Drug Administration, and got the go-ahead to begin sharing 
their findings with others. Within a short time, Blankenau and 
Powell were presenting papers at national and international 
symposia.

Soon their application was recognized as a standard 
restorative procedure.

Impressed with what the argon equipment could do, 
Blankenau began using it for other applications. For example, 
he found that it worked well in soft tissue surgery, in remov
ing fibrous cysts, blood blisters, overgrown gum tissue and 
"white plaque" — the white tissue that often appears on the 
gums of smokers. He was so pleased with the results that he 
went on to demonstrate his procedures in the classroom and 
treat patients such as Kim McCabe on a referral basis.

"My patients couldn't believe that anything like this could 
be so simple," Blankenau says. "But after one visit, they were 
converts. They reported no discomfort at all, not even any 
swelling. Essentially, the laser closed the wound and caused 
the blood to clot. Without any bleeding, there was no danger 
of infection, no need to line the mouth with protective packs."

About the same time, Blankenau began using the argon 
laser in experiments involving "pit and fissure" materials, 
plastic sealants that are routinely used on the top of the teeth 
of youngsters so the grooves are more resistant to decay. Much 
like the materials Blankenau had used in fillings, the sealants 
reacted to light.

He discovered that the resulting compounds were not only 
harder, but they appeared to do a better job of adhering to the 
tooth. Before long, he was using the procedure on many 
patients, including his own daughter.

By the early 1990s, a number of fellow researchers at 
Creighton also were conducting experiments with lasers. 
Among them: Drs. Pat Kelsey, Tom Cavel, Wayne Barkmeier, 
Gary Westerman, Tim McVaney, Marvin Tudlow and Mansoor 
Jabro.

"What Blankenau and his team of colleagues did was to 
give the laser the credence and validity it needed in dentistry," 
says Dr. Richard Mungo, a dentist in Huntington Beach, Calif., 
and at Children's Hospital in Los Angeles, who uses the car
bon dioxide laser extensively in soft tissue work.

"They earned a reputation for always backing their find
ings with sound and solid research. Unfortunately, that hasn't 
always been the case elsewhere. Even now, there are still too 
many sales pitches and claims in the marketplace that haven't 
been substantiated with evidence. (The lack of) research in this 
field is really a problem."

But not at Creighton. Today, work at the School of 
Dentistry continues in a number of areas. For instance, 
Blankenau and his colleagues currently are employing lasers 
to change the solubility, or chemical structure, of enamel and 
make it more resistant to acid — the source of tooth decay. 
"When we combine both laser and fluoride treatments,"
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L a s e r  R e s e a r c h

Blankenau says, "the tooth absorbs more fluoride, becoming 
even more resistant to decay.

"The potential for this application is truly exciting, especial
ly in the 70-plus age group," he continues. "Because of illness, 
arthritis and other problems, (patients) can't always keep their 
teeth clean. In nursing homes, especially, it's a real problem.

"If we can prevent tooth decay, there will be little need for 
dentures. People will be able to keep their teeth and not have 
to worry about losing them when they get older."

Blankenau goes on to say that he and other Creighton 
researchers are experimenting with still other applications, 
including the following:

Root Canals — Preliminary work 
shows that lasers could be used to 
remove the pulp of a tooth, sterilize the 
canal and fill it, all at the same time.

Bacteria — The idea is to use the 
laser to kill selective bacteria in the 
mouth, including the kind that causes 
gum disease, and reduce infection.

Diagnosis — One laser application is 
the measurement of blood flow to 
determine if a tooth is still alive. The 
goal is to cut down on the use of x-rays.

Cutting o f Enamel — The challenge 
here is to remove the decayed portion 
of the tooth without damaging sur
rounding tissue.

But laser research is just one of sev
eral areas in which Blankenau has tak
en a deep interest. "What's unique 
about him is that he's extremely knowl
edgeable about lasers on two other 
fronts as well: education and the actual 
practice of dentistry," says Dr. Joel 
White, a dentist and professor at the 
University of California at San Francisco.

"What he researches, he applies. What he applies, he teach
es. It's unusual to have someone who's good at all three disci
plines. Dr. Blankenau has an excellent reputation both 
nationally and internationally. The contributions he has made 
will be felt for years to come."

Despite his busy schedule, Blankenau finds time to share 
his information with others. In just the last few years, he has 
presented papers at the International Society for Lasers in 
Dentistry, the International Association for Dental Research, 
the American Association for Dental Research, the American 
Dental Association national meeting, and the Society for Photo 
Optical Engineering. Blankenau has published extensively in 
peer-reviewed scientific literature. In addition, he has traveled 
the country, presenting seminars on his work. In the near 
future, the Creighton educator is planning to present laser pro
grams in Russia, Singapore and South Africa.

Still, much more needs to be done, especially back home at 
Creighton. "We need to expand our research," Blankenau says. 
"Much of our more recent work is still experimental and hasn't 
been clinically tested.

"We also need to train our faculty in the technology so we 
can incorporate laser treatments into the curriculum. It's very 
important that students get exposed — it gives them that edge 
for the future. But they need to know that lasers are not a 
panacea for all problems."

Already, some Creighton graduates have struck out on their 
own to incorporate lasers with their practices. For example, in 
Dodge, Neb., Dr. Roger Roubal, DDS'74, is utilizing a laser to 

perform procedures that would oth
erwise be referred to specialists. He 
finds that the device is especially 
helpful for crown lengthening, for 
reshaping gums around bridge 
work and for getting into crevices 
that aren't accessible by other 
means.

In Denison, Iowa, Creighton 
graduate Doug Pick, BA'76, DDS'80, 
has become so enamored with his 
laser that he purchased another 
model after his first one was 
destroyed during last summer's 
floods. Unfortunately, he says, the 
laser wasn't covered by insurance so 
he had to invest in another. "I'm 
willing to incur the additional 
expense because I use the laser on a 
daily basis," he says.

Yet, on a national level, very few 
dentists actually own lasers. In fact, 
Blankenau estimates that there are 
probably fewer than 500 dentists 

who use lasers. "Considering there are about 140,000 dentists 
in the country, that's still a pretty small percentage."

Most, he says, are taking a wait-and-see approach — they 
don't want to be the first to buy. Some are putting off their pur
chase until the price goes down, as has happened with com
puters, calculators and videotape players. Still others are 
holding off until the economy picks up, or until they know 
what health care legislation will bring.

But, no matter how long it takes for lasers to become popu
lar, Blankenau is optimistic about the future. "Someday, we 
may even be able to do away with the drill and the source of 
most pain — a drill's vibrations. If you eliminate pain, you 
could eliminate the need for most anesthetics."

For people like Kim McCabe — who used to associate 
pain with dentists — lasers indeed offer much hope. In 
effect, lasers are giving them a new lease on life...making the 
future brighter with their light. E5S

Dr. Blankenau has found several uses for the 
laser in dentistry, among them, gum surgery 

and sealant curing.
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Vision

The Journey of Don Doll, S.J.,
Photographing Native Americans

T X T T h e n  Creighton Professor of Fine Arts Don 
\  V / Doll, S.J., decided three years ago to begin his
V V most recent photographic journey into the 

Sioux world, he searched out people like the ones pic
tured here, people whose lives were making a differ
ence in Native America.

Much has changed on the reservation, Fr. Doll said, 
since his days as a young Jesuit teacher, and since release 
in 1976 of Crying for a Vision, his first photographic journal 
of Sioux life.

"That book chronicled how much the people had 
suffered then and in the past. I didn't see much hope at 
that time."

Today, Fr. Doll senses a rebirth of hope among the 
Sioux: "People are taking charge of their lives. They have 
learned the dynamics of what happens in families stressed 
by alcoholism, unemployment and prejudice.

"Many have turned to their elders and returned to tra
ditional ways. There is a new sense of pride in who they 
are and where they have come from..."

The Creighton Jesuit decided it was time to capture that 
changing world on film, and the men and women shaping 
that change.

"But did the people want it?" he wondered. "I asked 
a number of Lakota friends, 'Should I, as a white person, 
do this project?' Their affirmative response set me on 
my journey."

Although he logged more than 75,000 miles during this

three-year project, Fr. Doll says, for him the real journey 
was an inward one.

"I struggled to separate myself from doing what other 
photographers have done in similar situations," he reflects, 
"and to trust my own insights.

"This project meant many hours alone on the highway 
and in motel rooms," Fr. Doll remembers. "It was a lonely 
but important time for me as I prayed that somehow I could 
look upon and photograph people with something of the 
empathy and the understanding that God has for them."

Thanks to Fr. Doll — and the cooperation of the Sioux 
people — Window brings you a glimpse of this other 
nation, the men and women who are shaping it for tomor
row, and the sacred places that root the people to the land.

— Pamela A. Vaughn

Fr. Doll's book, Vision Quest: Men, Women & Sacred 
Sites of the Sioux Nation, from which the accompanying pho
tographs are taken, is scheduled for release this fall. The 160- 
page, full-color, hardbound coffee-table book is being published by 
Random House's Crown Publishers at $60 a copy and Fr. Doll 
said he can be reached at the Jesuit Community by those who 
wish autographed copies.

An exhibit of large prints will open in the Sioux Falls Civic 
Fine Arts Center Sept. 1 and will be toured for three years by 
ExhibitsfUSA. It will come to the Joslyn Art Museum in Omaha 
in January of 1996.
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Alex J. Lunderman, Sr. (Akicita Cilmla)
Chairman of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe

Called to leadership by a vision he had in 1979, Alex Lunderman entered tribal politics with the dream that the tribe 
will someday be a sovereign nation. "Noiv I'm in fo r  two more years, never forgetting the vision and how 1 got here.

... I'll carry it on."
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Bessie Iron Heart

In her lifelong struggle 
with poverty, she relies on 
traditional Lakota values: 

generosity, community, spiri
tuality. "We were told when 1 
was small that we're supposed 
to help one another. ... I f any

body comes to your house 
when you're eating, don't say, 

'Did you eat?' You're sup
posed to say, 'Sit down.'"

Leonard Prescott
Chairman and CEO of 

Shakopce Mdewakanton 
Sioux Community Tribal 

Gaming Operation

"With gaming, we now have 
an economy. ...Now we make 
over $50 million a year at the 

casino.... We have developed 
programs for our people. 

We've bu ilt ... housing. We 
have health insurance. But all 

our problems are not solved 
now that we have money."
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Alice New Holy (Ptc San Kinape Win) 
Artist

Since childhood, Alice New Holy has created porcupine quill work, a traditional Lakota art form. Quills 
are dyed and made into medicine wheels, breast plates, Pipes and other Lakota ceremonial items. In 1985, she was 
selected fo r  a National Heritage Fellowship Award by the National Endowment fo r  the Arts. "The Sioux usually 

only use the four colors o f the wind: white, red, yellow and black, and green fo r  spring."

Spring Issue 1994 11



Joe Flying Bye (Kangi Hotanka) 
Medicine Man

Joe Flying Bye is a Dakota medicine man living in Little Eagle, S.D., on the Standing Rock Reservation.
He learned as a guide fo r  his blind grandfather, the holy man, Sun Dreamer. "(My Grandfather) said, 'Grandson, 

you're going to wear my white bonnet,’ meaning the white hair at old age. I zualk in my grandfather's ways.
Today I stand as a medicine man."
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Asa Primeau
(Pejuta Hokshina)
Medicine Man

Asa Primeau is a Dakota 
medicine man who lives on the 
Yankton Sioux Reservation 
near Marty, S.D. He is a 
singer and composer o f  peyote 
songs who has long struggled 
fo r  religious freedom. “ When I 
received a doctor o f  humanities 

from  Capital University in 
Ohio, the educator said I was 
one o f  the richest men in this 
country. Rich, spiritually rich. 
You can't have anything better 
than spirituality."

i

i
’

:
.

:

I

f

Bea Medicine
(Hinsha Waste Agli 
Ohetica Win)
Anthropologist

Dr. Bea Medicine retired in 
1988from  her position as asso
ciate professor o f  anthropology 
at California State University, 
but continues her research 
and is a prolific writer. She 
lives on the Standing Rock 
Reservation near Wakpala 
where she was born. "I try to 
live like a Lakota woman. My 
father always taught us about 
the Lakota beliefs, the fou r  
cardinal virtues: hospitality, 
braveiy, fortitude and wis
dom... These values motivated 
our culture."
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Medicine Wheel 
Sacred Site in Wyoming

For thousands o f  years, 
Indians gathered here to chart 
the stars and worship. Located 

nearly 9,500feet high on the 
western slope o f  the Big Horn 
Mountains in Wyoming, this 

area is knoivn as the Medicine 
Wheel. The actual sacred site 

is the circular area in the lower 
right o f  the picture.

Bear Butte Sacred Site 
in South Dakota

Rising 1,200feet above 
the South Dakota plains at 
the edge o f  the Black Hills, 

Bear Butte has been sacred fo r  
generations o f  plains Indians. 
Today it draws many Indians 

each summer as they make 
a Hanbleceyapi, a spiritual 

quest fo r  guidance.
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Billy Mills (Makoce Tekihila) 
Statesman

At the 1964 Tokyo Olympics, Billy Mills won the Gold Medal in the 10,000-meter race. His life luas depicted in 
the movie, Running Brave. Raised on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota, he lives with his wife Pat and 
fam ily in Sacramento, C alif “In total, 1 trained 15 years, running over 45,000 m iles.... I learned how to pursue 
excellence, accepting only defeat, not failure/' Nozu, Mills turns his attention elsewhere: "Indian people are the 

only group in America with no political representation... We have quasi-apartheid in America ...
I will devote my time and energy there. That's my heartbeat now."
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Arval Looking Horse (S’unka Wakan Wicasa)
Spiritual Leader

Arval Looking Horse is the “Keeper o f  the Sacred Pipe/' a position o f  spiritual leadership among the Lakota people. 
He is the 19th generation o f his family to receive this designation, which is handed down through dreams and 
visions. He has traveled widely on behalf o f  the Lakota people, and he nozv lives with his wife and daughter on

the Cheyenne River Reservation.
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Leanne and Deanne 
Laundreaux 

of Lincoln, N.D.
Jingle Dress Dancers

Jingle dress dancing came 
even before the fam ed wild 

west shows o f  the early 1900's. 
Jingles were often made o f  

tobacco can lids. This style o f  
dancing is most popular with 

young people.

Sophia Menard 
of Rosebud, S.D.

Women 's Traditional Dancer

Women dancers still carry a 
knife, awl and fire-starter, 
tools o f  their everyday life 

in the past. The Lakota 
believed the art o f  quilling was 

brought to a woman in a 
dream, making each style indi

vidual to a specific woman. 
Traditional quill and leather 

work became today's bead and 
ribbon work after European 
materials became available. 

The traditional modesty o f the 
Lakota people is shown in 
the length o f  the women's 
dress below the knee, with 

the leg covered.

C e r e m o n i a l  D a n c e r s
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Costume through Indian history has been tied to bravery and accomplishment. A warrior o f the first grade wore 
a white-tipped feather from  the tail o f  a golden eagle erect in his hair, while a warrior o f the second grade wore the 
same feather projecting from  the side o f his head. Warriors who achieved the fourth level wore an arrow through 
the hair or carried a bow at dances. Warriors who killed an enemy wore a necklace and fifth-level warriors wore 
eagle feathers hanging down from the hair. Dances imitate animals (e.g., the prairie chicken) and natural forces 

the Indians hold sacred. Song is the “breath o f the spirit, the soul o f the people — the drum is the heartbeat,"
according to Avis Little Eagle, a writer. ESS

Joe Many Bears of Bismarck, N.D. 
M en’s Traditional Dancer
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On the Side of the Angels
Fr. Francis Deglman, S.J.

Former Creighton registrar Jack 
W illiam s recalls stand ing  on 
California Street when Deglman 

Hall, the University's first new build
ing in decades, was under construc
tion  (to be fin ish ed  in 1956). Two 
Jesuits were planted nearby, surveying 
the dorm itory skeleton. Said one to 
the other, "They'll never fill it!"

D esp ite  th at g loom y fo reca s t, 
Deglman Hall, now one of six campus 
student housing units, has survived 
long enough to enjoy a complete reno
vation and a rededication. The date of 
that echo ceremony was Feb. 9 ,1994  - 
the 39th anniversary of the death of Fr. 
Francis Deglman, S.J., after whom the 
structure was named.

When people discuss Fr. Deglman, 
the words "g en tle" and "h o ly " and

20

"spiritual" surface, yet he was no plas
ter saint. He had a sharp wit, an elfin 
sense of humor, a quiet manner, but, 
when it came to the tenets of faith, he 
could be stubborn and intransigent. 
None of those neat little theological 
distinctions for him. A Jesuit colleague 
put it more colorfully.

"One time he could be as sweet as a 
baby; other times he could be down
right pig-headed."

Even that verd ict w as rendered 
with great warmth.

N in ety -y e a r-o ld  Ed M urphy, 
BSC'27, still active in Creighton's busi
ness office, remembers Fr. Deglman 
as "the last Jesuit around here to wear 
the cap e and b ire t ta ."  There 
w as som ething sym bolic in that, a 
physical adherence to another era, a

commitment to a timeless interpreta
tion of dogma.

The fifth  of 11 ch ild ren , Francis 
Deglman was born in Mankato, Minn., 
joined the Jesuits at 15, and, after ordi
nation, served as teacher or adminis
trator in a series of high schools before 
lan d in g  on the H illto p  in 1927. 
Following a few years as an instructor 
at Creighton Prep (religion and the 
classics), he settled into his dual role 
as religion teacher and student coun
selor at the University. His lookalike 
brother, George, followed him into the 
Society, as did two nephew s, and a 
pair of his sisters became nuns.

For m any y ears Fr. D eg lm an 's  
office was at the head of the stairs on 
the second floor of the Administration 
B u ild in g , m aking  it access ib le  to

Creighton University Window



students who were barred from the 
cloister.

Form er C .U . v ice -p re s id e n t for 
finance, W alt Jahn, B SC '48, once a 
so d ality  p re fect, says, " I 'd  zip up 
those stairs and he'd be there, puffing 
on a long cigar."

A n oth er so d a lity  p re fe ct and 
la ter C re ig h to n 's  p u b lic re la tio n s 
director, Dan Kelly, BS'41, made simi
lar journeys.

"H e was interested in students," 
remarks Dan, "and he'd listen. When 
you were finished talking, he'd typi
cally invite you to join him in a short 
prayer. He w asn't the sort of person 
you'd ask out for a beer, but he was 
kind and generous. He made a career 
of his faith."

For Subby B a silico , B S '5 4 , who 
w arily returned to Creighton in the 
early '50's after a classroom absence of 
16 y ears , the a ttach m en t to Fr. 
Deglman was even closer.

"H e w as lik e  a fa th er to m e," 
asserts Basilico . "H e kept me from 
quitting. I'd say he was a saint."

M any a lu m n i re co lle c t Fr. 
Deglman, sometimes referred to clan
destinely as "The Little Pope," as the 
celebrant for the compulsory student 
Mass each Friday noon. His homilies 
were often admonitions to pray for the 
stren g th  to live a h oly  life . 
Occasionally he'd draft a socialite to 
take the pulpit, to share observations 
or make announcem ents. After per

form in g  th ese  d u ties one Friday, 
B asilico  w as p o lite ly  ch id ed  by 
Fr. Deglman. "T hat's a microphone! 
Use it!"

Even more familiar was the figure 
of the abbreviated Jesuit walking the 
halls or p atro llin g  the sidew alk  in

front of the Ad Building. His pace was 
slow, m atched only by the hesitant 
g a it of Prep p r in c ip a l, Fr. H enry 
S u lliv an . At one alu m ni fu n ctio n , 
Dan Kelly proposed a race between 
the two.

But Deglman's mission wasn't dis
tance, it w as contacts. He stopped 
dozens of tim es to bu ttonhole stu 
dents, checking on their lives, tempo
ral and spiritual.

"H e had a w arm  sm ile  and 
gentle e y e s ,"  says M ary M cG rath , 
BS'56, now a veteran health reporter 
for the Omaha World-Herald, "but he 
also had a com m anding  presence. 
You'd look at him and ask yourself, 
'A m  I rea lly  d oing  ev e ry th in g  I 
could or should be doing to lead a 
Christian life?"'

Even on rainy days, Fr. Deglman 
might be glimpsed on that familiar cir
cuit. When Rita Brady, then a student, 
cautioned him about getting wet, the 
priest replied , " I 'm  so little  I walk 
between the raindrops."

N ot every pedestrian  encounter 
w as th at p leasan t. Jack  W illiam s, 
BS'40, habitually parked his car on the 
w est side of Sa in t Jo h n 's  C hurch . 
Concerned about damage to his vehi
cle, he hugged the side of the building. 
Observing this strategy one morning,

Fr. Deglman directed him, "Park a lit
tle further out. That's where I walk." 
Jack wondered why the Jesuit couldn't 
just detour around the car, but that 
was the inflexible side of Fr. Deglman.

Like Mary McGrath and other jour

nalism students, former WOWT news 
director Steve Murphy, BS'49, has a 
memory of the peripatetic Deglman 
w an d erin g  in and out of the 
C reigh ton ian  new s room , perh ap s 
delivering his regular column titled 
"Stu d en t C ounselor S ay s..."  For 20 
years he filed these weekly features.

"A n d , in my exp erien ce ," avers 
Harry Dolphin, BS'49, former journal
ism prof and newspaper moderator, 
"he never missed a deadline."

Reading these columns today pro
vokes two thoughts. First, the advice 
is as sound as it was decades ago, but, 
second, the prose is quaintly archaic in 
an age used to a more hip style.

H ere 's  h is p itch  for w eekend 
retreats:

"W hat is there that hinders 
this development into Christian 
manhood? What is still wanting 
in my p erson ality  to m ake it 
what God wants it to be? The 
retreat w ill help you answ er 
these important questions. And 
if life is shaped by reason and 
faith, the final exam ination at 
death 's call will not be a fail
ure."
In another column he combats 

test anxiety:
"Worry is evil. Worry stems 

from pride. It is not work that 
kills, but worry."
There is, of cou rse, a m asculine 

imbalance in his writing, but this was 
a tim e w hen w om en at C reigh ton

WORRY is evil. Worry stems from pride. 
It is not work that kills, hut worry.

YOU'D ask yourself: 'Am I doing every- 
thing I could to lead a Christian life?’
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were in the minority, and still some
thing of a novelty. Much of the spiritu
al regimen was directed at improving 
the moral stance of male students. 

"T h e  g en tlem an  is re co g 
nized by his kindly greeting, by 
the doffing of his hat, by his 
p atien ce  in w aitin g , by his 
silence when due, as well as by 
his form of speech and in other 
ap p aren tly  tr iflin g  w ay s... 
Courtesy is not sham. It is gen
uine...Courtesy to others reflects 
reverence to God."
And, on Valentine's Day 1949, after 

capsulizing the life of that saint, Fr. 
Deglman wrote:

"A re you, as a young man, 
making yourself fit to become a 
husband and father - one who 
will be provider, protector and 
re p rese n ta tiv e  of a happy

home? As a girl, are you using 
your God-given gifts to develop 
into a faithful wife and care-giv
ing m other, to be the u sefu l 
helpm ate, the tender consoler, 
the patient teacher, the refining 
influence for good in the future 
family?"
O ther colum ns stress self-denial 

and se lfle ssn e ss , p ra ise  the jo y  of 
Lenten sacrifice, exhort the student 
toward a full prayer life.

"O ne of the m ost pow erful 
instruments for good is prayer.
Do we use it?"
He quotes poetry  and cites re li

gious authors. He includes inspiring 
anecdotes, updates parables, examines 
Catholic teaching. Sometimes he wax
es poetic:

"The little silver bell tinkled 
on the solemn silence. The sacri

fic in g  p riest ra ised  a lo ft, in 
trem b lin g  h an d s, the snow - 
white host and lowered it again 
onto the altar stone, and bent 
his knee in humble adoration, 
the while an angel hovered near 
to lift the hem of his vestment."
If th is a ll sou nd s stran g e ly  

old -fashioned , one m ust rem em ber 
th at the sam e stu d en t n ew sp ap er 
which carried this column was adver
tising: COCA-COLA - the pause that 
refreshes - and it's only five cents." 
And "CHESTERFIELDS: THEY SAT
ISFY  A N D  HOW  - and now  
Chesterfield is the first to give you sci
entific facts in support of sm oking." 
W ayne King w as p laying  at Peony 
Park, the Lenten  rules on fast and 
ab stin en ce  took m ost of a tab lo id  
page, and I was affixing Zipatone to 
the photo of a Blue]ay prom queen, to

\  :

Deglman

Hall

Deglman Hall wasn't even on the planning board when this picture was taken. It appeared in the 1955 yearbook.
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cover her bare shoulders.
B esid es teach in g  and ad v isin g , 

d irecting  the sodality  for 23 years, 
and in au g u ratin g  closed  w eekend 
retreats, Fr. D eglm an presided over 
the Xavier Forum  w hich prom oted 
and supported the work of missionar
ies. Ed Murphy remembers collecting 
clo th es and rare stam ps and drug 
samples to dispatch to home and for
eign missions.

"D on't forget his influence on voca
tio n s," cautions Fr. W illiam  Kelley, 
a longtim e Jesu it co lleagu e who is 
s t ill in h arn ess a fter m ark in g  his 
80th birthday. "Fr. D eglm an had a 
great instinct for spotting potential 
vocations and encouraging them. And 
not just Jesuit recruits, but also dioce
san priests."

Fr. James Schwertley, BA'51, pastor 
of Saint John's Parish in Fort Calhoun, 
Neb., sought Fr. D eglm an's counsel 
when he was contemplating the reli
gious life.

"Ffe was salty, direct, frank," recalls 
Fr. Sch w ertley . "F ie  d id n 't b u tter 
things up. I liked the way he looked 
you in the eye and presented a realis
tic, down-to-earth view of the priest
hood."

Fr. Kelley, from whom Schwertley 
also sought advice, rem em bers Fr. 
D eglm an so lic itin g  v o ca tio n s in 
N ebraska and Iow a, hitch ing rides 
from parish to parish, since he didn't 
drive himself.

"I suspect many of those who pro
vided tran sp ortation ," says Kelley, 
"w ere  p riests  w hose careers  he 
launched."

Another service Fr. Deglman per
formed for priests in the Archdiocese, 
as well as for those in his Jesuit com
munity, was as confessor.

"F ie  w as u n u su ally  g en tle  
and k in d ,"  s ta tes  Fr. C harles 
B ro d erso n , p a sto r of O m ah a 's  St. 
Stanislaus parish. "You could go to 
him with any problem."

W hile ack n o w led g in g  that Fr. 
D eg lm an  w ould  not y ield  to any 
unorthodox theological argument, Fr. 
K elley  p ra ised  his fe llow  Je s u it 's  
goodness, piety and integrity.

"A nd his industry," adds Kelley. 
"Fie stayed at it all the time. And you 
don't make light of that."

Dr. Bob Tow nley, M D '55 , w ho 
served with Fr. Deglman on the Xavier 
Forum, understood him in the context 
of his time.

"Fie m ight be more controversial 
today," admits Townley, "but we lived 
in a more closed environm ent then. 
We took things on authority. So it was 
natural to have issues viewed as black 
and white, right or wrong."

M cG rath  says she a lw ay s had 
the fee lin g  that Fr. D eglm an w as 
one of the people who could have 
said something constructively critical 
of his superior, Creighton president 
Carl Reinert, S.J., without being mis
understood.

E very on e rem em bers little  
v ignettes about "T h e L ittle P op e." 
They see him  lead in g  the M ay 
Day serv ices, or spearh ead ing  the 
Marian Night Procession when hun
dreds of local C atholic college and 
high school students paraded into the 
old stad iu m , carry in g  can d les. 
They im itate the nasal tw ang w ith 
w hich  he sp ok e, and re co lle c t his 
annual assignment to pray for decent 
w eath er for the alu m n i p icn ic . 
O ne firs t year m ed ica l stu d en t 
receiv ed  a loan  of $500 from  Fr. 
Deglman (from sodality funds) to pay 
his tuition. Jack Williams recalls him 
addressing students at St. Josep h 's 
N u rsin g  Sch oo l in G erm an. Steve 
Murphy repeats an old tale about Fr. 
D eg lm an 's  v is it to the grave of 
Franklin Roosevelt at FTyde Park.

"A fter the other m em bers of his

tou r group had w and ered  o ff, Fr. 
D eglm an k n e lt dow n to pray. 
The guard said it was the first time 
he ever remembered anyone praying 
at the site."

Form er Coca-Cola president Don 
Keough, BS'49, served M ass for Fr.

D eglm an at the Good Shep herd  
C onvent in the late '4 0 's  and early 
'50's.

"O ften as he would say goodbye 
a fter M a ss ,"  rem em bers K eough , 
"h e would say, 'D onald , stay close 
to God."'

Steve Murphy's memory includes a 
different Deglman quote, one he often 
used to warn male students:

"Don't touch those little girls."
I recall him  as an avid cribbage 

p layer. I 'v e  n ev er been  lu ck y  at 
cards, except for cribbage. I could 
even beat firem en. W hen Ed w alk 
down the corridor past Fr. Deglman's 
first floor office, he might crack the 
door a bit and beckon me with a fin
ger. Once inside, I'd have to respond 
to his challenge of a cribbage match. 
The board would already be on his 
desk, pegs at the starting posts. The 
stakes w ere alw ays the same. If he 
won, I would say a rosary for him. If I 
w on, h e 'd  say one for me. I never 
won, and I thought he displayed a 
most uncharitable glee as he swiftly 
hopped those pegs.

Perhaps the most unusual facet of 
this unusual priest was his solid and 
p ersonal devotion  to his guardian 
angel. It's a concept that has some cur
rent media support.

In a co lu m n lis tin g  the m any 
Fiollyw ood film s w ith  "a n g e ls "  in

PERH A PS the most unusual facet of this 
unusual priest was his solid and personal 

devotion to his guardian angel.
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their titles, or among their characters, 
author James Breig says:

"Popular culture has redis
covered  an gels. They can be 
found in books, on calendars 
and as lapel pins. One publisher 
alon e has re leased  16 books 
w ith the w orld 'an g el' in the 
titles."

Fr. D eglm an alw ays knew  they 
were present. Even among priests that 
was a rarity.

One Columban missionary recalls 
Fr. Deglman coming to their Bellevue 
headquarters every year to conduct a 
short retreat.

"W hat he really  gave us was an 
annual report on his encounters with 
his guardian angel the past 12 months. 
Of course, we all believed in guardian 
angels, but we never really thought 
much about them. I suppose it seemed 
a little childish. But Fr. Deglman could 
turn that around, could make you a 
believer."

Fr. Deglman shared a couple of sto
ries with me.

One day, when halfway down the 
stone step s of the A d m in istra tion  
Building, his guardian angel told him 
to go back inside. He engaged the 
angel in dialogue, protesting that he 
was late.

"G o  back  to the sw itch b o ard , 
Francis," the angel insisted.

"B a ck ?" he inquired , w ith som e 
irritation.

"Back!"
There was a message for him at the 

switchboard, one just in. Someone was 
dying and needed a priest.

More dramatic was the time he was 
awakened at 3 a.m.

"Get up, Francis."

Still beneath the covers, he checked 
his clock.

"It's three o'clock in the morning," 
he begged.

"U p," demanded the disembodied 
voice.

He arose, stood there, aw aiting  
orders.

"Turn on the light."

Deglman hit the ON switch.
"Now, turn off the light."
"W hat???"
"Turn off the light!"
Fr. D eglm an grum bled, perhaps 

reflecting unkindly on the indecision 
of angels, but he returned the room to 
darkness.

"N ow , get back into bed and go 
to sleep."

Fr. D eglm an paused  a m om ent, 
shook his head, and clim bed back 
under the blankets, completely bewil
dered by the guardian angel's intent.

The next morning a student entered 
his office.

"F ath er," the young man began, 
"last night I was thinking of killing 
myself. I'd lost all faith in God. I tried 
to get inside St. John's Church to pray, 
but the doors were locked. I sat on the 
co n crete  w all, w restlin g  w ith  my 
unbelief. Then I said, almost aloud, 'If 
there is a God, let a light go on in Fr. 
Deglman's room.' And just then your 
light went on, at the far corner of the 
building. I started to cry. You saved 
my life."

If that sounds like one of those 
in stru ctiv e  m yths you once heard  
from your third grade teacher, keep in 
mind we're talking about Fr. Francis 
D eglm an here. W ith him , anything 
was possible.

He sp en t 58 y ears as a Je su it ,

always accompanied by that talkative 
guardian angel. He influenced hun
dreds of lives, priests and laypersons. 
One of these, orthodontist Dr. Phil 
Maschka, acknowledged this debt in a 
generous gift to endow the Deglman 
C enter for Ig n atian  S p iritu a lity  at 
Creighton.

On January  25, 1955, w hile con
ducting a retreat for non-Catholics, Fr. 
Deglman had a heart attack. He lived 
only a couple of weeks.

Don Keough, in the com pany of 
Fr. Reinert, visited him in his hospital 
room.

"H e grasp ed  m y h a n d ,"  says 
Keough, "and said, 'Donald, I am very 
close to G od.' There was no doubt 
about that."

Ed Murphy was among many other 
visitors.

"H e never got too far down. He 
knew he was dying, but he had no 
complaints. He'd just ask you to pray 
with him."

February 9th that year was a cold, 
w intry day, w ith the snow  com ing 
dow n in g reat g u sts. Ju st as Fr. 
Deglman had predicted. He used to 
joke that he was born in a Minnesota 
sn ow storm  and w ould  die in a 
Nebraska storm.

Fife went on as usual outside that 
h osp ita l room . O m ah a's first auto 
show since 1940 was in high gear at 
the City Auditorium. Faurence Olivier 
appeared in the film version of Hamlet 
at the Dundee. Lam bert Bartek was 
booked at the Music Box. Herzberg's 
an n ou n ced  its W inter A p p arel 
Roundup, offering men's topcoats for 
$37.50 and a selection of French dress
es for $15 each. Khrushchev, new ly 
named Russian premier, dom inated 
the headlines.

And the snow fell as Fr. Deglman 
slowly expired, his condition w ors
ened by pneum onia. Steve M urphy 
reported the scene in a March, 1955, 
Alumnus magazine editorial:

"H e had ju s t la id  aside a 
copy of his favorite extra-spiri
tual reading, a w estern novel, 
and had asked the nun in the 
room  to say the rosary  w ith

LIFE here on earth has a purpose. This 
purpose is to prepare for eternity»
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him. He hardly got into the first 
decade when he died. His last 
breath was barely audible and 
w ithout resistance. His leave- 
taking had been as obedient as 
the life he had led."
M urphy, w ho called  D eglm an 

"p h y sically  dim inutive, sp iritually  
m assive," reprinted parts of his final 
C reighton ian  colum n in the alum ni 
publication eulogy.

"W e w ere glad on January 
1st that another year was grant
ed us...to realize our ambitions 
and to strengthen our hopes, 
and little perhaps did we give 
thought to the fact that we are 
not possessors of time except of 
the present moment. The next 
m om ent a lread y  lies in the 
future, and that future is in the 
hands of God alone...Life here 
on earth  has a purpose. This 
purpose is to prepare for eterni
ty. The ou tlook  is ex trem ely  
h o p efu l, for God has g iven  
m eans abundant to make this 
p rep ara tio n  su cce ssfu l...T h e  
human soul never dies."
Fr. D eglm an lay  in state  in St. 

John's Church all the next day. Harry 
Dolphin remembers walking in there, 
with no one present in that vaulted 
Gothic structure but a figure, robed in 
black, kneeling by the coffin.

"The figure turned and I saw his 
face. I n early  fe ll over. It w as Fr. 
G eorge D eg lm an , w ho looked  so 
much like his brother. For a moment, I 
thou ght Francis had com e back. If 
anyone could have done it, he could."

In the W orld-H erald's  o b itu ary  
n otice , Fr. D eg lm an 's p assin g  was 
journalistically understated.

"Fr. D eg lm an  sh all be 
mourned by both students and 
alu m ni w ho receiv ed  m uch 
spiritual aid from him."
I picture him w alking around up 

there, w earing the cape and biretta, 
chatting with his now-visible guardian 
angel, sm oking that long cigar, and 
thinking of questions he wants to put 
to God.

Freshman Laura Font, daughter of Phyllis and Henry Font ofParkville, Mo., uses the computer in 
her remodeled Deglman room. Computers are networked to the main campus computer and can 

send and receive electronic mail to and from  almost anywhere in the world.

New Deglman Hall 
Again a Pioneer

Nearly 40 years after his death, Fr. Deglman's picture still smiles from its place 
in the lobby of the residence hall that bears his name.

Dedicated once again this spring after a complete remodeling, Deglman Hall 
— Creighton's first student residence hall — features surroundings designed to 
appeal to today's student living in the information age.

Gone are the built-in furniture, the cramped hallways, and the outdated 
plumbing.

Home to 160 women, Deglman today features updated rooms complete with 
modular furnishings, sinks and on-line computer access, a new first-floor lobby 
and new lounge areas for each floor, renovated showers and baths, better sound 
control, new heating, air conditioning and ventilating systems, and new apart
ments for resident advisers. The Jesuit chaplain apartment has been updated, as 
well, and two new apartments have been adapted for handicapped residents.

An upgraded laundry, new windows, more study and storage facilities, emer
gency water access on all floors and a variety of exterior renovations round out 
the list of improvements.

The $1.3 million renovation project has turned the 40-year-old facility into a 
building that would cost the University some $3.5 million to replace today. 10
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A lumnitems

70 Mary Walton Conti, MD, St. Louis, 
Mo., radiation oncologist, has been 
named the St. Louis YWCA's 1993 
Woman of the Year in Professions. She is 
also serving as national president of the 
Association of Freestanding Radiation 
Oncology Centers (AFROC).
83 Brian G. Yonish, JD, Fairfax, Va., 
has been appointed associate deputy 
general counsel for the Department of 
Defense in Washington, D.C.
88 Stephanie Gardner Dochy, JD, 
Brussels, Belgium, has joined the risk 
management division as an associate 
officer of J. P. Morgan & Company of 
New York in the Brussels, Belgium 
office.

Andrew M. Fleming, BA, Marina 
Del Ray, Calif., was selected chief pro
duction assistant for the film, Mrs. 
Doubtfire, starring Robin Williams and 
filmed on location in San Francisco. 
Fleming was a former member of the 
Creighton soccer team.

Weddings

82 Patte Newman and Darrell D. 
Klein, JD, July 23,1993, living in 
Lincoln, Neb.
83 Susan Price and Michael J. Finley,
BSBA, July 3,1993, living in Cincinnati, 
Ohio.
86 Lisa D. Nicholson and Dennis P. 
Marks, JD, May 2,1993, living in 
Bellevue, Neb.
87 Michele A. Gillen, BSBA, and
Michael D. Thornhill, Sept. 11,1993, liv
ing in Shawnee Mission, Kan.
88 Jill Esseig, BA, and Brian Raymer, 
Dec. 31,1993, living in Lenexa, Kan.

Kelly R. Monaghan and Joseph E.

Steier, BSPha, Jan. 28,1994, living in 
Ralston, Neb.
89 Dr. Julie R. Brahmer, BS, and
Kevin S. Johnson, May 22,1993, living in 
Salt Lake City, Utah.

Kathleen A. Garden, BSPha, and
Paul A. Olnes, Nov. 6,1993, living in 
Omaha.

Bridget hammers and Gerard J. 
Kowal, MS, Dec. 17,1993, living in 
Omaha.

Tracy R. Otto, BSOT, and Daniel 
McAdams, Sept. 18,1993, living in 
Kansas City.
90 Cathy A. Niemeier, MCSM, and
Mike Ringler, Sept. 4,1993, living in 
Omaha.
91 Jacqueline O'Brien, JD, and Dr. 
Venu S. Nair, BS'88, Nov. 26,1993, liv
ing in Overland Park, Kan.

Kelli A. Peterson, BS, and Lincoln 
Wallace, Dec. 10,1993, living in Iowa 
City, Iowa.

Shannon Reilly and 1st Lt. John W. 
Ray, BSMth, Nov. 27,1993, living in 
Blair, Okla.

Amy L. St. Denis, BA, and John J. 
McGill Jr., MD'92, June 25,1993, living 
in Oak Park, 111.

Marilynn Way, BSN, and Todd 
Schicker, Aug. 14,1993, living in 
Modesto, Calif.
92 Sharon K. Gilbert and Stephen R. 
Frum, BSN, Jan. 1,1994, living in 
DeKalb, 111.

Shannon McPeek, BA, and Richard 
Browner, Jan. 15,1994, living in Phoenix, 
Ariz.

Melanie L. Anderson and Michael 
F. Ryan, BSPha, Nov. 27,1993, living in 
Council Bluffs, Iowa.

Tifany L. Somer, BA, and Scott 
Shely, July 9,1993, living in Omaha.

Jennifer E. Wolpert, BS, and John 
Heithoff, Dec. 27,1993, living in Omaha.
93 Sarah C. Danner, BA, and Brian 
Zahm, Jan. 15,1994, living in Omaha.

Patricia M. Hubbard, JD, and

James A. Napier, JD, Oct. 30,1993, liv
ing in Lincoln, Neb.

Brenda C. Kent, BS, and Michael 
A. Swenson, Nov. 12,1993, living in 
LaVista, Neb.

Births

74 Michael Kripal, BSBA, and
Patricia Kripal, Westminster, Colo., a 
son, Josef Michael, Nov. 5,1993.

Robert J. Ley, BA, and Barbara A.
Ley, Omaha, a son, Daniel Jeffrey, July 8, 
1993.
81 Valdis Inde and Dorothy Kovar 
Inde, BSBA, Minneapolis, a son, Aldis 
P, Feb. 26,1993.
82 Edward J. Reinders and Nancy 
Ewin Reinders, BA, Omaha, a son,
Bryce Ewin, June 17,1990, and a daugh
ter, Mary Ellen, Aug. 24,1993.

Joseph M. Stavas, MD, and 
Maureen Stavas, Lincoln, Neb., a son,
John Joseph, Oct. 16,1993.
84 Matthew D. Gillan and Mary C. 
McCarville Gillan, BSN, Lincoln, Neb., 
a son, Thomas Jonathan, March 10,1993.

Mark D. Milani and Amy 
Dedinsky Milani, BSN, San Jose, Calif., 
a daughter, Jennifer Lynn, Dec. 14,1993.

Dr. Ernie F. Soto, BS, and Paula 
Hammer Soto, BSN, Sunrise, Fla., two 
sons, Ernie Francis Jr., Sept. 10,1992, 
and Nicholas Alexander, Nov. 25,1993.
91 David Hershiser and Margaret M. 
Hershiser, JD, Omaha, a daughter,
Olivia Coyle, Aug. 31,1993.

Michael D. Nelson, JD, and Debra 
Ann Nelson, Omaha, a son, Adam 
Michael, Oct. 22,1993.
93 John A. Bazley, MD, and Amy 
Hessenberger Bazley, JD, Auburn Hills, 
Mich., a daughter, Brenna Molloy, May 
11,1993.

George R. "R od" Buzzas, MD, and 

______________________________________j r
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Creighton University has formed a 
new organization that will enable its 
School of Medicine faculty to deliver 
health care services more efficiently, 
continue the school's educational mis
sion and position it to seek managed 
care agreements.

All School of Medicine full-time 
faculty now are part of the Creighton 
University physicians practice plan, 
an integrated medical practice organi
zation that was recently approved by 
Creighton's Board of Directors, said 
Dr. Thomas Cinque, dean of the 
School of Medicine.

"We are fortunate to have an inter

nationally recognized medical faculty 
that is committed to outstanding 
patient care," he said. "This new 
organization will ensure that patients 
at the Creighton University Medical 
Center continue to receive the best 
quality health care, from their regular 
contacts with primary care physi
cians through any specialty medical 
services they require."

A board of directors made up of 
member physicians will govern the 
plan, which is organized as a sub
sidiary of Creighton University. Dr. 
Cinque will be chairman of the 
board.

C elebrated fiction and poetry writer, 
Carol Muske Dukes, BA'67, gave a 
selection of readings from her works 
in commemoration of Women's Issues 
Week at Creighton in late March.

Muske Dukes' fifth book of poems, 
Red Trousseau, and her second novel, 
Saving St. Germ, were published in the 
spring of 1993.

Now a professor of English at the 
University of Southern California, 
Muske Dukes' first novel, Dear Digby, 
was published in 1989. Her poetry col
lections include Camouflage, Skylight, 
Wyndmere and Applause.

Michelle Durfee Buzzas, BSOT'91,
Wichita, Kan., a son, Caleb Joseph, 
May 24,1993.

D eaths

26 A. (Alva) Lee A sh by, DDS,
Ventura, Calif., October 1993.

Mary V. (Conlan) Fransco, SJN, 
Ruthven, Iowa, Nov. 19,1993.
28 Martin J. Gibbons, BSC, Houston, 
Texas, Oct. 23,1993.

Raymond L. Smith, JD, Chappell, 
Neb., Sept. 30,1993.
30 Thomas W . Cowan, MD, Santa 
Barbara, Calif., Aug. 22,1991.

George E. Maloney, PHC, Denver, 
Colo., Oct. 31,1993.

Louis C. Smith, Arts, Cassville, 
Wis., Nov. 10, 1993.
31 Hymen S. Shrier, LLB'31, Omaha, 
Neb., Oct. 8,1993.
34 James A. Smrha, MD, Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, Oct. 18,1993.
35 Dr. Lawrence J. Gridley, Arts, 
Scottsbluff, Neb., Oct. 19,1993.
37 James J. Heffernan, MD, Stockton, 
Calif., Feb. 28,1993.
38 Nicholas Popa Sr., PHB, Dublin,

Ohio, Nov. 8,1993.
40 Francis J. Tusa, JD, Omaha, Neb., 
Sept. 28,1993.
41 Leo E. Brenning, DDS, San
Clemente, Calif., May 28,1993.

Thomas J. Caldarola, MD, San 
Francisco, Calif., Oct. 5,1993.
43 Sr. Rita M. Rickman, O.S.F., MA, 
Manitowoc, Wis., May 13,1993.
47 Walter C. Reilly Jr., MD, Fresno, 
Calif., Sept. 11,1993.
48 William P. Morgan, Quakertown, 
Penn., March 23,1993.
49 Raymond T. Ranum, BS, Santa 
Paula, Calif., Oct. 30,1993.
50 Sr. M. Constance Martin, OP,
BSN, Great Bend, Kan., Oct. 19,1993.
52 Sr. Julitta M. Burdick, MS, 
Atchison, Kan., Nov. 19,1993.

Mary V. (Schweiger) Schmitz, wife 
of William H. Schmitz Jr., MD, Omaha, 
Neb., Sept. 21,1993.

Thomas F. Kelly, BSC, Santa Rosa, 
Calif., Oct. 28,1993.
54 Joseph Berver, DDS, Troutdale, 
Ore., Nov. 4,1993.
58 Helen H. Phalen, BA, Omaha, 
Neb., May 27,1993.
60 Thomas H. Cronin, BS, Clinton 
Township, Mich., July 23,1992.

Richard J. Girouard, BS,

Alexandria, Va., date of death unknown.
James J. Hoffman, BSBA, Roeland 

Park, Kan., Nov. 6,1993.
67 Robert M. Matthews, MD, Ft. 
Myers, Fla., May 11,1993.
68 James D. Bettinger, DDS, Long 
Beach, Calif., October 1993.
70 Jan. R. Carney, husband of Jane C. 
(Theim) Carney, BA, Oklahoma City, 
Okla., April 14,1993.

Joseph G. Cumiskey, DDS, 
Pittsburg, Kan., Jan. 6,1994.
73 Lorraine M. Berkhout, wife of 
Andrew (Andre) J. Berkhout, BA SOC, 
Manitowoc, Wis., Oct. 31, 1993.

Bryan T. Berkhout, infant son of the 
late Lorraine M. Berkhout and Andrew  
(Andre) J. Berkhout, BA SOC, 
Manitowoc, Wis., Oct. 30,1993.
75 James T. Cesarz, BA, Berwyn, 111., 
May 25,1993.
76 Dr. Norman P. Iozzio, Arts,
Paterson, N.J., November 1993.
80 Terry J. Brockman, JD, husband of 
Mary J. (Amdor) Brockman, BA'74,
Omaha, Neb., May 19,1993.
81 Eddie A. Flori, MD, Linwood, N.J., 
Oct. 20,1993.
82 Daniel J. Pechek, BA, Pueblo,
Colo., Oct. 13,1993.
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P rofile of A chievement
Creighton Alumnus
Dr. George Blue Spruce Jr., DDS'56

Dentist Advises:

The Degree Makes 
The Difference

// \ ,.| y mother and dad were the first generation of

American Indian S°dety
General, U.S. Public Health r StantUS- Surgeon 
Achievement O ta £ Z % $ ^  ^ e d ;  Alumni

A m °na S e n i° r ^

American Indians forced into government boarding 
schools as part of assimilation.

''But my parents, who realized the importance of a col
lege degree, put me in the Christian Brothers' school in 
Sante Fe. When the priests learned I was interested in den
tistry, they sent me to Creighton. I was the first member 
of my Pueblo tribe to go to college and the first American 
Indian to graduate as a dentist in the United States.

"In my undergraduate curriculum, the instructors 
taught me so profoundly, and I still remember the 
Jesuits — Frs. Kelley, Reinert and Renard. After dental school, in the Navy, what I 
had learned at Creighton was head and shoulders above that of my peers. Often, as the 
youngest, I was asked to share my dental techniques with the more senior-ranked dentists.

"My advice to young people today, especially young Indian students? There's a lot of 
talk about Indian people developing and controlling their own destiny. But, of the 800 
physicians in the Indian Health Service, fewer than 50 are Native Americans. Of the 300 
dentists, only 30 are native people.

"Until young native people go to college and get advanced degrees, they will not be in 
charge of their health care ... or their lives."

CREIGHTON
UNIVERSITY

"The Degree o f Difference"
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