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Letters 1
Window Magazine edits Letters to 
the Editor, primarily to conform to 

space limitations. Personally signed 
letters are given preference for 

publication. Our FAX telephone 
number is: (402) 280-2549. E-Mail 

address is: window@creighton.edu.

The Heart of the Matter
Congratulations to W indow  and Bob 
Reilly for the overdue article on Fr. 
Henry Linn, S.J., that hum ble but 
intense m an who was a vital force in 
m aking Creighton w hat it is today.

Because he was more comfortable 
laboring in the shadow of the uni
versity or of his charismatic associ
ate, Fr. Carl Reinert, S.J., too few 
credited him  with his invaluable 
contributions to Creighton and the 
community. I was privileged to work 
with and for this unique m an and 
flattered m yself by considering him 
a friend, one who cared deeply 
about those around him.

Like so many, I found he was 
there whenever I had a problem, 
personal or professional. He cared 
enough to listen but was too humble 
to advise unless asked. I asked often, 
and his answer always got to the 
heart of the matter, replacing indeci
sion or heat with sound logic. 
W hether it was his varied experience 
or instinctive knowledge of right, Fr. 
Linn would point to the solution.

On the job, he led by example, 
but it was an exam ple few had the 
energy or intellect to duplicate. He 
accepted that, asking only that 
everyone give a solid effort.

Reilly wrote of a priest's place in 
Creighton history, but he told us 
m uch more. He brought back a man 
w hom  I knew and admired and 
loved. Thank you, Bob.

Harry A. Dolphin , BS'49 
Omaha

A Life With Fr. Linn
I just received my spring copy of 
your wonderful magazine contain
ing the story about Fr. Linn by Bob 
Reilly.

2 Creighton U niversity W indow
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I entered Creighton University in 
1938, the same year that Fr. Linn 
arrived. I was in Fr. Linn's Latin class 
and we becam e fast friends.

I was a pre-med from 1938 to 1941 
and then left to attend the University 
of M ichigan M edical School but kept 
in contact with Fr. Linn and other 
Jesuits including Fr. Francis 
Deglman.

In 1 9 4 3 1 married Harriett 
Holland. She was given instructions 
in the Faith by Fr. Linn and was 
baptized by him. And then he 
married us.

In 1951 ,1 began practicing surgery 
here in Cheyenne. The next year Fr. 
Linn told me, not asked, to organize 
a Creighton Alum ni Club.

We had it in Laram ie after a 
Wyoming game and it was perhaps 
the biggest and best ever, featuring 
U.S. Senator Joseph O 'M ahoney and 
my Dad, Governor of W yoming 
Frank A. Barrett, him self a Creighton 
grad.

Fr. Linn always stayed with us 
and was always very fond of m y late 
wife. He was a wonderful priest.

Francis A. Barrett, M .D., Arts'42 
Cheyenne, Wyo.

A Major Created for Her
Thank you for the beautiful, insight
ful article on Fr. Linn. W hen I was 
just 16 years old, I attended a m eet
ing where he was guest speaker. 
Afterwards, we engaged in w hat I 
thought w as casual conversation. He 
inquired about the classes I took in 
my three years of high school and 
my scholastic standing. His ever-cal
culating mind was working, as w hen 
I finished, he said "You have enough 
credits to enter college." W ith his 
encouragement, I took m y science 
in summer school, and kept on 
going, graduating two years ahead 
of my time.

W hen he found out that I did not 
want to be a teacher or a nurse as 
most college wom en at that time 
were delegated to be, he created a 
new major for me. W ith his rem ark
able foresight, m y major created a 
whole new department, speech and 
communications. Although it was 
difficult at the time taking the com 
prehensive exam ination all by

myself, I am  proud to be the pioneer 
graduate in this department.

I am  m ost grateful to Fr. Linn, and 
it was interesting, after all these 
years, to discover that I, like he, m ay 
lack a high school diploma, but have 
a college degree.

Connie M. A. Gilligan M orse, BA'48
Omaha

Extraordinary Person
I read w ith joy the article Pilgrim's 
Progress - On the Road with Fr. Linn. 
Truly he w as a great man, one any of 
us would like to emulate. Every per
son w as im portant to him. He was 
an extraordinary person full of love 
for God, his people and Creighton. 
Would that more of us could be like 
him.

Thanks for that great article.

Patricia M cGovern, BS'50 
Omaha

Dairyman Still Needs Fr. Linn
I relived the past in reading your 
article about Fr. Henry Linn, S.J.

I was m uch closer to Fr. Linn than 
m ost people realized.

Also, Fr. Reinert. W henever I was 
in som e kind of trouble at Roberts 
Dairy, Fr. Reinert always knew. Busy 
as he was, he would always call me, 
and give m e counsel. Always, he 
helped.

I used to entertain the Jesuits at 
Elkhorn Farm  recreational place. I 
miss those days. I w ish I could 
return to them.

I still need Fr. Reinert's 
counseling.

/. Gordon Roberts 
Clearwater, Fla.

Creighton Nursing School Pride
We are prom pted to write and com 
m ent on the superb article by Judith 
Studt on N ursing Research - "A  New 
Relevancy D aw ns." Having spent 
m any w onderful years at the School 
of Nursing, it m akes us proud to 
know these excellent faculty from the 
School of Nursing.

The profiles o f  the prim ary inves
tigators and project descriptions 
should serve to dem onstrate to the 
general public the valuable impact

that nursing research has on im prov
ing the health and well being of 
the patient.

Creighton University should take 
great pride in its School of Nursing, 
especially for the expertise of these 
faculty m em bers who generate new 
knowledge to improve patient care, 
foster collaboration w ithin the health 
com m unity and continue to m aintain 
the Jesuit standards of w orking with 
and caring about the individual 
student.

Congratulations to each and every 
one of you!

We continue to value and treasure 
those Creighton memories w hich 
will always remain part of who 
we are.

Sheila A. Ryan, PhD, RN, FAAN  
Dean, School o f  Nursing  

Director, M edical Center Nursing 
University o f  Rochester 

Medical Center 
Rochester, N.Y.

(Editor's Note: Dr. Ryan is a for
mer dean of Creighton's School of 
Nursing.)

Stephanie Krupinsky Cooper, 
M S'89, RN  

Director, Development 
and External Affairs 

University o f  Rochester 
M edical Center 
Rochester, N.Y.

Obedience, Too
Ward A nthony's com m ent on obedi
ence in the Catholic Church leaves 
out an im portant elem ent of 
Christian faith —  it w as Christ's obe
dience that led to our salvation.

W ithout this obedience, which in 
His case was radical and hum anly 
illogical, we cannot imitate Christ.

The real question is whether we 
can trust the Church and its teach
ings as m uch as Jesus Christ trusted 
His Father. Since the Church is the 
em bodim ent of Christ wherein the 
Holy Spirit dwells, the answer is, 
w e can.

M ary J. Roque, JD'89 
Foxboro, Mass.
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By Pam Adams Vaughn

(Editor's note: Wen You-Yan is Creighton's second visiting professor 
from Northwest University. As part o f this semester's cross-cultural 
exchange, Wen taught Creighton students the Chinese way of 
painting, especially relating to the human figure, while Creighton 
Associate Professor John Thein emphasized the Western way o f 
drawing the human form in the second half of the semester.)

Professor Wen (at left) ponders his next stroke on rice paper 
during his teaching stint at Creighton. The artist paints in the 
ancient Chinese calligraphic style, using brushes of various sizes.
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Wen was a gift to Creighton and its students this spring 
semester as part of an exchange program with China's highly 
regarded Northwest University. There, he is chairman of the 
Department of Arts and vice-dean of the College of Literature, 
Arts and Media.

His school lies in the same city that houses the "Terra-Cotta 
Warriors," that splendid array of statuary soldiers unearthed in 
1974 and meant to accompany Emperor Ch'in Shih Huang on 
his grand entry into the next life.

In China, Wen's work is greatly prized. He has brought the 
"bird and flower" tradition in classical Chinese painting to 
mastery. "They are my joy," he says simply.

And ours. Walking through the Creighton exhibit, you see

M E E T S

're high upstairs in the studios of the Fine Arts 
Building, and it's raining against the windows, 
making the Creighton campus look, well, like a 

Chinese painting, minus the pagodas.
I ask visiting Professor Wen You-Yan, from Northwest 

University in Xian, China, a question about teaching Chinese 
art. Creighton Associate Professor Cheng 
Shih-Chuan, serving as translator, listens 
carefully, formulating the Chinese equiv
alent of my question.

Wen cocks his head to one side, his 
eyes light up, he jumps out of the chair 
and begins to "paint" an answer.

His brush twirls in the ink, pulling up 
just the right amount. The black figures 
spill onto the crisp, white paper, slowly, 
elegantly, steadily.

Wen is writing the word "knowledge" 
in the ancient script, dating back before 
the time of Christ. In English, knowledge 
is just that, one word. But in Chinese,
Cheng explains, it is two words —
"learning" and "asking."

You ask in order to learn.
In the East, the individual always 

seems to be part of a larger w hole... even in something as 
individualized as learning.

And knowledge is viewed as a process between teacher and 
learner, not as a final product.

Professor Wen, the two classical forms completed, now 
begins a stream of smaller calligraphs, descending down the 
page from right to left. "What is he writing now?"

"He's explaining the painting," Cheng responds. "Then he'll 
add the date and sign his name."

The signature is made by a seal, dipped in muted red ink, 
then applied to the page. The lower left is Wen's name, the 
upper right, his village.

He then presents the painting to me, followed by a small 
bow. I respond in kind.

“Knowledge” is two 
words in Chinese. The 
large calligraphic figure 
at the top is " learning"  

and below is “asking.”

M E E T S





his deft renditions. Birds stoop, preen; a flower trails its beauty. 
Rendered in the Sumi style, the paintings come alive on rice 
paper in watercolors and ink.

Chinese painting, from landscape, to bird and flower, to 
"body figure," is built upon tradition, and Wen is carrying this 
tradition forward.

Though China tolerates — and sometimes even celebrates — 
the Western influence, permitting an individual artist to sally 
forth into new themes and styles, the underlying rule still pre
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vails: The painting must be understood. Once again, in China, 
the artist does not stand alone: He or she must communicate 
with the viewer in the context of the art.

The West influences Chinese art in other ways. In fact, in 
China today, the art student first must master Western drawing 
before delving into the Oriental traditions. Why? "You need to 
develop some basic skills before you can capture what you saw 
or what you thought," Wen says.

Knowing how to render the whole form enables the artist to
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Professor Wen prints the ancient Chinese symbols.

drop the non-essentials, to find that one, strong line, the mini
mal form, in Chinese art.

In Chinese tradition, line is all, from the march of a distant 
row of hills to the curve of a face. One line must carry the paint
ing, leading the viewer's eye from bird to branch to flower.

In the West, Wen believes, light dominates line. And, he says, 
this focus on light is making its presence known in Chinese 
painting today, especially in the body figure tradition.

* * *
Later in the day, I find Wen in Creighton Associate Professor 

John Thein's drawing class. The atmosphere is casual, friendly, 
even exciting. Students stop by the Chinese professor's easel, 
watching him orchestrate light and line as a figure takes shape 
on paper. Wen is dissatisfied about something in his rendition,
I learn later. He doesn't like the line that curves along the drape 
and up the face.

Participating in class along with Creighton students, Wen

gets a close-up view of Western universities, Western teaching. 
What are his impressions?

"The teachers, their devotion to the class, to their students," 
Wen says, is his biggest surprise about Creighton and the West. 
He also is impressed with the "curiosity about everything" he 
finds in Creighton students, especially when that curiosity is 
expressed in subjects outside their fields of study.

But, in comparing university cultures, the likenesses loom 
larger than the differences. Although in China students general
ly have no problem finding jobs because education is based on 
supply and demand, Wen says, Chinese students' concerns are 
much the same as those of their Western counterparts.

They still worry about life after college, about "how they 
will be able to use their skills and make contributions to 
society," Wen observes.

But theirs is a society that welcomes artists and long has. 
China, like the U.S., is wracked by numerous politically charged

8 Creighton University Window





10 Creighton University Window



Ph
ot

o 
by

 M
on

te
 K

ru
se

, B
A

 '8
3

concerns. But art is definitely not one of them. In 1989, the 
government infused the schools with more money for art,
Wen observes, now enabling even non-art majors to explore 
this long tradition. The new funding extends to the grade 
schools, as well.

This support should come as no surprise. As Chinese, Wen 
is part of one of the oldest continuing cultures on Earth. And 
that culture's traditions span the centuries. Thousands of artists 
before Wen have followed with brush and line the delicate 
tracery of pagoda and village, mountainside and tree, bird 
and flower.

Artist/art, learning/asking, the one/the many. There it is 
again: Everything in China is related to everything else. These 
relationships help ensure communication and understanding.

Yet, in spite of this relatedness, each artist infuses the 
established form, the tradition, with his or her own humanity.

Wen's cranes, he says, come from his own mind, formed 
there from a bird he saw long ago.

Regal in black, white and red plumage, the cranes seem 
startled by the observer from their hiding place, their trailing 
feathers waving like the reeds. ES3

East and West meet as artist-professors Wen and John Thein (one of 
whose paintings is below) talk over their art (left).

Summer Issue 1995 11



P
erhaps the bride arrived a couple 
of decades late, but it's hard to 
fault a marriage that has lasted 
117 years. As with most marriages, there 

have been isolated domestic differences, 
but the union between Omaha and 
Creighton University has been remark
ably affectionate, exceptionally fruitful, 
and even the great grand-children have 
turned out pretty well.

Except, I suppose, in the eyes of 
Generation X, this remains a youthful

couple, with the honeymoon long past, 
but the relationship still vital. After all, 
Count John A. Creighton, who was in at 
the inaugural of both city and college, 
died just 15 years before I was born. And 
a glimpse at the agenda of the meeting of 
the first City Council, in 1857, reveals 
concerns that sound familiar - suppres
sion of gambling and awarding of 
liquor licenses.

Some things have changed, of course.
Our embryonic metropolis had but

one police officer then, and the big busi
ness news centered on Mageath & 
Company's $2,000/ day hauling freight 
to the Mormon camp in Florence.

On the Creighton side, the most 
obvious change is the reflection that 
the bequest which launched the univer
sity would not, today, endow an 
academic chair.

In her last will and testament (Sept. 
23,1875) Mary Lucretia Creighton left 
$100,000 as a memorial to her late hus-

22 Creighton University Window



P ictu red  a t left, C reighton  C ollege  
(la rgest bu ild in g) is seen  fr o m  n ea r  
20th  a nd  D o d ge  S treets in 1878.

band, telegraph pioneer Edward 
Creighton, "to purchase the site for a 
school in the city of Omaha, and erect 
buildings thereon for a school of the 
class and grade of a college..."

Not more than half of that money was 
to be expended for the site and buildings 
combined, with the remainder to be 
invested and only the interest to be used 
for support and maintenance. Even 
when the Jesuits assumed responsibility 
for the trust, at the request of Omaha 
Bishop James O'Connor, the sum 
amounted to only $147,500, the price of a 
decent football coach today. Even then, 
there were questions about the ability of 
this small fund to accomplish the 
founders' mission. Fortunately, other 
members of the Creighton family, 
notably John and Sarah, added to the 
endowment, and other public-spirited 
citizens occasionally provided financing.

The first building, now still disguised 
behind a facade of white Bedford stone, 
was once isolated, surrounded by mud
dy, unpaved streets, and sitting above 
the city in those old photos like a 
Victorian castle. Yet the outreach had 
already begun.

On Friday evening, Feb. 1,1879, just 
six months after the school was opened, 
the public was invited to an "entertain
ment" in the "College Hall" for the bene
fit of the city's poor. Produced by 
Professor Edward O'Brien, who took the 
lead role in one of the sketches, "The 
Trial of Robert Emmet," the evening also 
featured songs and recitations.

Besides dramatics, and educating 
young men for free, and providing 
teaching positions to Irish laymen like 
O'Brien, O'Rourke and a pair of 
McKennas, Creighton also figured 
prominently in the area's spiritual and 
scientific arenas.

Holy Family Church became a 
Jesuit responsibility, and just nine years 
after the college opened, the cornerstone 
was laid for St. John's Church. In a 
broader sense, the Hilltop was 
regarded as the intellectual seat of

Catholicism in the region.
Thanks largely to the Jesuit Rigge 

brothers, Joseph and William, and 
through the largesse of John Creighton 
and John McShane, a campus observato
ry became a reality, with astronomical 
observations making local and national

news. Crowds came to view eclipses in 
1887 and again in 1890, and Fr. William 
Rigge gained a certain amount of tabloid 
fame by using his scientific knowledge 
to help establish the innocence of a man 
accused of trying to bomb the home of 
political boss, Tom Dennison. (I hate to 
leave you hanging, but that's another 
story, told in the fall 1990 W in d o w , by 
Fr. John Scott, S.J.).

Omahans had additional reason to be 
grateful when the John A. Creighton 
Medical College opened its doors in 
1892. The city had experienced mild epi
demics of typhoid, smallpox, diphtheria, 
cholera and other diseases, and the med
ical responses were often primitive and 
uneven. Medical schools in the east were 
largely inferior and often merely profit
making enterprises. Many frontier 
physicians were either untrained or had 
served limited apprenticeships. And 
earlier attempts at providing medical 
education in Nebraska were generally 
short-lived. With the advent of 
Creighton's medical college, reforms in

health education were instituted and the 
general well-being of the community 
improved.

The university needed some good 
news in that decade, when hard times 
resulted in delinquent tuition payments 
and when the American Protective

Association, a bigoted nativist society, 
made Creighton one of the targets of its 
anti-Catholic invectives. Politicians 
were pressured into initiating some 
dubious civic improvements in the 
Hilltop area, further straining the 
school's limited resources.

Other citizens came to the defense of 
the area's religious institutions.

Writing to the Omaha Bee newspaper, 
a man identifying himself as a Protestant 
and the son of a Protestant minister 
decried the attacks as "reckless, relent
less and unreasonable warfare which is 
now being waged against my fellow 
Catholic citizens."

A few years later, when bogus 
ex-priests and ex-nuns were paraded 
on the lecture circuit, The Dark Fantern 
Society brought to Omaha a woman 
described as a former nun. In his 
memoirs, Fr. Michael P. Dowling, S.J., 
captures that occasion:

"Not a single Omaha daily paper 
mentioned her name either before or 
after her discourses. Her first lecture was

T his is the S a in t Jo sep h  H o sp ita l o f  1882. C o u n t Jo h n  A . C reigh to n  can  be  
seen  on the p o rch  (left o f  the d o o rw ay ). T he p o rch  sectio n  o f  the b u ild in g  
w as b u ilt  in 1870, w ith  the p o rtio n  on the left b u ilt  in 1882.
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slimly attended by a few anemic, ill-fed, 
small-eyed bigots, eager to hear her 
salacious story."

Dowling goes on to say that many of 
these people left when the speaker got 
carried away with exaggerated tales of 
Catholic practices.

This sort of rhetoric hasn't completely 
disappeared. I remember during my 
early years at Creighton hearing stories 
of arms being cached in Creighton's 
basement preparatory to a Catholic 
takeover, and one woman used to write 
to Fr. Reinert with an elaborately 
worked-out plot involving 12 local bank 
presidents who were, she felt, a devilish 
reincarnation of the original apostles.

But Creighton always had people of 
good will protesting such slanders. 
Religion has rarely been an issue 
between university and community. 
People of all faiths have endorsed the 
Jesuit educational regimen, have 
applauded the discipline and the values.

Gov. John Thayer, speaking in the 
1880s, told an assembled group at a 
campus dedication, "I rejoice at the 
prosperity, the beneficent influences, the 
ennobling efforts of Creighton College, 
and am glad of an opportunity to thus 
manifest it."

Examples of cooperative town and 
gown ventures are so numerous, from 
Creighton's founding until today, that 
the problem is not identifying them but 
in selecting among them. Like the ner
vous master of ceremonies, one hesitates 
to mention names for fear of missing 
someone. With apologies, I merely cite 
some that come to mind.

First, of course, one has to examine 
the impact of Creighton graduates, an 
exercise we used to perform when I was 
P.R. director issuing brochures and 
reports. The results remain impressive.

In Omaha alone (January, 1995) some 
27 percent of the city's physicians, 69 
percent of its dentists, 59 percent of its 
pharmacists and 16 percent of its nurses 
graduated from Creighton. The impact 
of law school graduates shows similar 
percentages, and 28 law alumni serve as 
Nebraska judges, with two on the state 
Supreme Court.

Every university division can tell an

identical story - with a high percentage 
of accountants, physical therapists, jour
nalists, educators, scientists and business 
leaders holding Creighton degrees.
When you begin putting titles to these 
statistics, you come up with a former 
ambassador to Ireland, former U.S. presi
dent of Coca-Cola, the vice president of a 
cable television network, a former presi
dent's personal physician, a Secretary of 
Commerce, an executive editor of Time 
magazine, the CEO of Canadian Pacific 
Enterprises, several U.S. senators, an 
assistant surgeon general, half a dozen 
widely-read authors, a Judge Advocate 
General of the U.S. Army, both a founder 
and a former chairman of the largest 
individual and family health insurance 
company in the world, top executives in 
Hollywood and in the FBI, and the

During the flood 

of 1952, a sandhag

toter noted that 

“Everyone I meet here is 

either from Creighton or 

Hinky Dinky (grocery)”

founder of the F & F Cough Drop 
Company. These names appear on just 
one page of "Noted Creighton 
University Alumni."

The current faculty also has its stars, 
in areas as disparate as photography and 
long-range weather forecasting, satellite 
technology and cross cultural anthropo
logical methods in biblical interpretation. 
There are internationally renowned 
experts in bird anatomy, angioplasty, 
cancer, osteoporosis, brain death, poison 
control, and asthma.

Statisticians estimate that Creighton's 
presence adds $444 million annually to 
Greater Omaha, including the universi
ty's budget, and the expenditures of 
students and visitors. More than 8,000 
jobs are reckoned to be part of this 
economic impact.

You need such numbers to provide a

capsule look at contributions, but
the detailed images offer more concrete
proof.

If Creighton hadn't been here, 
Omahans might never have seen Bob 
Gibson pitch or Paul Silas rebound. 
Without Creighton, Mutual of Omaha 
might well have located elsewhere. In all 
four wars of this century and in several 
less lengthy conflicts, Creighton alumni 
have held leadership roles.

When the Missouri River Flood of 
1952 hit, the call for volunteers was 
issued, and Creighton administrators got 
on the radio to summon vacationing stu
dents back to campus. I was standing on 
a levee in Council Bluffs and identified 
myself to another sandbag toter as being 
from Creighton. "Everyone I meet here," 
he said, "is either from Creighton or 
Hinky Dinky," a local grocery store.

The university was very much in the 
political picture when urban renewal 
was a hot topic. Some of this interest 
was, of course, self-serving, since 
Creighton was in the center of the plan
ning area, but members of the university 
family gathered data, supplied testimo
ny, lobbied legislators.

In 1949, Omaha's first television 
station, WOWT, needed a venue from 
which to broadcast while their studios 
were being built. The old university 
auditorium served that purpose and 
also gave the enterprising Fr. Roswell 
Williams, S.J., an opportunity to launch 
several years of programming that antic
ipated the later educational channels. 
Many firsts, from clinical operations to 
historical re-creations, were included 
among the telecasts.

Even before TV, Creighton's 
"University of the Air" broadcast 15 
minutes of music and drama, three times 
a week, to a loyal local radio audience.

This tradition continues in the pres
ence of SCOLA, a worldwide satellite 
network, under the direction of Lee 
Lubbers, S.J., who links educational and 
other institutions with international 
programming.

Consider the long civic association 
with Creighton's clinics in medicine, 
dentistry and law. There are reciprocal 
benefits, of course, with professional
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students receiving valuable hands-on 
experience, but the advantage to patients 
and clients is far more substantial. I 
remember visiting the dental clinic with 
every chair filled, and seeing the wooden 
benches in the old medical facility lined 
with those who might not otherwise 
have received medical care.

Today, Creighton's School of 
Medicine maintains 20 clinics in 12 
locations around Omaha, handling more 
than 200,000 patient visits a year. The 
combined total of uncompensated medi
cal care by the School of Medicine, St. 
Joseph Hospital and St. Joseph Center 
for Mental Health amounts to approxi
mately $10 million a year.

The School of Dentistry adds more 
than $1 million to this outreach effort, 
scheduling more than 42,000 patient 
visits each year.

A relative newcomer, the Legal Clinic 
operated by the School of Law to serve 
the legal needs of Douglas County's

low-income citizens, fields well over 
1,000 requests for assistance annually.

For many years, Creighton's School of 
Industrial Relations trained labor leaders 
in everything from negotiations to public 
relations. The fountain south of St. John's 
Church is one concrete symbol of labor's 
gratitude.

When the Omaha and Winnebago 
tribes needed specialized diagnosis and 
treatment, Creighton responded, dis
patching health care professionals to the 
reservation hospital on a regular basis.
St. Joseph Hospital made sufficient beds 
available to those Native Americans who 
needed longer term treatment.

Several archbishops have acknowl
edged the work Creighton has done in 
educating diocesan priests and religious. 
What would summer school be like 
without the generations of nuns who 
attended classes? And, over several 
summers, an innovative program was 
offered for the convent cooks.

In the immediate post-war years, the 
university did some of its most impor
tant work when it stood solidly, if not 
unanimously, against local evidences of 
racism. Fr. John Markoe, S.J., was praised 
by famed author John Howard Griffin as 
being ahead of nearly everyone in civil 
rights strategies and the local De Forres 
Club, a Creighton creation, really pio
neered sit-ins. Fr. John Killoren was one 
of St. Benedict's most effective pastors 
during those troubled years. Today's 
Center for Service and Justice continues 
these concerns on campus.

Also a leader in ecumenism, 
Creighton has provided forums for reli
gious exchange while simultaneously 
supplying members of the Jesuit 
Community to assist priests in this 
region who needed a hand because of 
illness, work load or vacation schedules. 
Books, articles and public lectures by 
Creighton Jesuits have explained doc
trine and devotion and a hundred relat-
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Teaching M ain framersihe C

S ome 50 mainframe computer programmers at First 
National Bank and Union Pacific Railroad of Omaha are 
nearing completion of a sequence of courses designed to 

adapt their skills to personal computer programming.
At the request of the two firms and the Applied 

Information Management (AIM) Institute, Creighton faculty 
are teaching 10 separate courses on-site for the Omaha 
employees.

"Powerful personal computers are rapidly taking on tasks 
that used to require large 
mainframe computers," said 
University College Dean 
Wesley Wolfe.

"This program is 
designed to help computer 
professionals make the tran
sition from the mainframe to 
microcomputers."

An advisory committee 
for the program meets regu
larly to ensure that the 
sequence continues to be tai
lored to employee needs.
Employee suggestions 
already have affected the 
program, with courses 
expanding from five to 
seven weeks.

The program is conduct
ed by Creighton through 
University College with 
full-time faculty from the 
College of Arts and Sciences.
It was organized in 
January 1994.

The University also has begun a similar series of main- 
frame-to-personal computer courses at Offutt Air Force Base 
just south of Omaha in Bellevue. In addition, Creighton is 
negotiating with other firms to establish similar programs.

Those students completing all 10 courses will receive a 
Certificate in Applied Computer Science from Creighton.
The courses also will carry undergraduate credit, and some 
will count toward graduate degrees, Dr. Wolfe said.

The University currently offers undergraduate majors in
computer science, applied 
computer science, and 
management information 
systems. Master's degrees 
in computer science and 
computer systems man
agement also are offered.

C reighton  organizes  
the A IM  p ro gra m  
f o r  U nion P a cific  
R a ilro a d  m a in fra m e  
p ro gra m m ers . F rom  
left: C reighton  
V ice P resid en t f o r  
In fo rm a tio n  System s  
Leon "B enny"  
B enschoter, M ik e  
T esarm , data  p ro cess
in g  in stru cto r f o r  the 
U .P ., and  C hang-Shyh  
"T o n y "  P en g  (sitting), 
a ssist a n t p ro fesso r o f  
m a th em a tics /co m p u t
er scien ce  and  d irecto r  
o f  the C o m p u ter  
Scien ce  G raduate  
P ro gra m .

ed topics. As far back as the Scopes trial, 
Creighton faculty members were 
commenting on issues with a spiritual 
dimension, and as early as the 1880s, 
Jesuits from the Hilltop were visiting 
city and county jails and the county 
poor house.

There have been rural life institutes 
and writers' workshops and science

fairs and Irish festivals.
Faculty and staff members maintain 

membership in a variety of local organi
zations, provide programs for countless 
civic clubs, serve as judges for a myriad 
of contests, and sit still for endless inter
views probing their academic expertise.

Students staff soup kitchens, 
repair homes, tutor youngsters, raise

funds and take on other community 
responsibilities.

There are programs allying Creighton 
with Japan, with the Dominican 
Republic, with Appalachia, and with the 
immediate neighborhood. Assistance is 
afforded minority-owned businesses and 
organizations devoted to social welfare. 
The campus hosts the Special Olympics,
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and the Creighton University Press, in 
cooperation with Fordham University, 
turns out volumes on wide-ranging 
topics.

Both as a human resource and a 
periodical resource, Creighton is a local 
treasure.

The three campus libraries possess 
about 700,000 volumes, along with 6,500 
different periodical subscriptions and 
nearly a million microforms. These recre
ational and research tools are available to 
student and citizen alike.

The mission obviously continues. A 
few days ago I picked up some recent 
copies of internal Creighton newsletters 
and discovered these items:

• Two new scholarships created for 
Hispanic students in the Omaha area.

• On-site courses in computer technol
ogy being taught to local employees.

• Creighton joins with the Omaha 
Housing authority to help reduce 
pockets of high unemployment and 
increase the size and quality of the 
work force in Omaha.

• For the past two years, Deglman Hall 
students have volunteered as tutors, 
provided general staff support, spon
sored an annual Halloween party at 
Creighton for Girls, Inc. and served as 
positive role models for the members.

• Two professors receive a grant from 
the Nebraska Department of Environ
mental Quality to implement a uni
versity-wide solid waste reduction 
and education program on campus.

• Some local Catholic High schools are 
using Creighton as their "gateway to 
the Internet," a service provided free 
to these schools by Creighton.
The list goes on. While there is really 

no need to justify Creighton's presence 
in the Omaha community, it may help 
to remind both town and gown of 
this impact.

But marriage is a partnership, and 
Omaha also has been generous to the 
university. This city has provided jobs to 
thousands of graduates and, even before 
graduation, they supply internships, 
scholarships, and even some occasional 
classroom lectures. Creighton's Board of 
Directors has always read like a Who's 
Who of community leadership. These

movers and shakers helped with street 
closings, provided landscaping skills 
and equipment, and gave the university 
the means to grow. Their names, along 
with those of generous alumni, are sprin
kled all around the campus.

"I didn't go there myself," says Bob 
Daugherty, founder and chairman of 
Valmont Industries, "but I have a warm 
and wonderful feeling about the place. 
They do a first-class job of educating 
people, by sharing knowledge, by some
how inculcating the Jesuit culture."

Gene Mahoney, president of the Zoo 
Foundation and former director of 
Nebraska Game and Parks system, feels 
Creighton reflects favorably on the 
national image.

"Creighton has almost the same 
identity in length of years as Omaha," 
explains Mahoney. "It's one way people 
identify Omaha. Yes, that's where 
Creighton is."

This sort of respect has translated into 
millions of dollars. What Creighton has 
become is almost totally a reflection of 
alumni and community support.

You turn again to the newsletters and 
see a progress report on the $10 million 
Lied Education Center for the Arts, and 
read of a recent endowed chair by 
Charles and Mary Heider. There's an 
acknowledgment of Microsoft's gift of 
computer software, and a grant from 
ConAgra that permits Creighton stu

dents to tutor at-risk elementary school 
students. A "Campaign Update" pre
sents a roster of significant gifts to the 
current campaign — from graduates, 
friends, communication firms, insurance 
firms, brokerage houses, banks — even 
$600,000 from an anonymous Omaha 
corporation.

Jack Williams, longtime Creighton 
registrar, believes he knows why the 
local response has always been this 
positive.

"You feel good when you have some
thing of quality in your midst," he says. 
"And Creighton has always been viewed 
as a quality institution."

Former public relations director 
Harry Dolphin adds another reason.

"An awful lot of people came to 
Omaha because Creighton was here," he 
states. "And many stayed or came back.
I was one of those. A lot of good people 
in town might never have been here if it 
wasn't for Creighton."

There's also the bond established by 
years of familiarity. After all, the original 
building is still on campus, surrounded 
now by what others have made of 
Edward Creighton's dream.

That kind of continuity cements 
friendships, like two companions grow
ing old together, knowing each other's 
failings and peculiarities but focusing 
always on the good years past and the 
good years to come. B3
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that their lives have meaning. It is their personal 
relation with Christ and the gift of being members 
of communities with shared vision which character
ize their attraction to religious life.

| - * W \

m my situation, 1 can truly say 1 have deep 
friendships with other religious o f my order around 
the world. We have been educated together or have 
worked together for the sake of our ministries.

"But what is the most significant bond? It is that
when we share our stories, we discover each person 
has been drawn by God to want a deeply contem
plative life coupled with the work of education 
which enables youth to discover meaning in life."

— Sr. Muriel Cameron, RSCJ, Ministry for Religious of the Sacred Heart/Retreat and Spiritual Direction Lecturer, Religious Studies • Loyola University • New Orleans
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( /  l / l / '  hen Mary Kay Dobrovolny
J r  f  graduated from Creighton 

r in 1991 with a degree in 
sociology, she opted to try a lifestyle 
which she calls "countercultural/'

The Hastings, Neb., native took the 
first step toward 
becoming a Sister 
of Mercy.

It wasn't what she 
had expected to do 
when she came to 
Creighton to major in 
math, then possibly 
attend law school 

and enter politics. But Dobrovolny's 
experiences at Creighton changed 
all that:

• She took a service trip to Appalachia.
• She got involved in the Peace and 

Justice Center directed by Sr. Anne 
Pellegrino, RSM.

• She found the questions Dr.
Maryanne Stevens, RSM, raised in a 
Christian ethics course far more 
compelling than any equation. 
Halfway through her sophomore

year, with the help of Dr. Stevens, Sr. 
Pellegrino and a few friends,
Dobrovolny found herself seriously 
considering religious life.

Today, Dobrovolny, 25, is one of six 
Mercy novices living in St. Louis for her 
canonical novitiate year — a year of 
prayer and study in preparation for 
taking vows. Her training also includes 
attending classes with 35 male and 
female novices from 10 religious orders 
and working with children born with 
AIDS and drug addiction.

She's one of a small number of young 
women nationwide to enter a religious 
order in recent years.

A generation after the massive 
changes in at least the externals of reli
gious life which followed Vatican II, 
what causes a young woman to enter a 
religious order today? How do women 
religious at Creighton view their calling? 
What might the future hold for women 
religious and their orders?

Interviews with several women reli
gious affiliated with Creighton indicate 
that such questions are more easily 
asked than answered.

LIGIOUS

Ironically, say the women, despite all 
the attention to external changes, the 
essentials of religious life and the rea
sons for choosing it haven't changed.

"What it's all about is the mission of 
the Church," said Dr. Stevens, an associ
ate professor of theology at Creighton. 
"Form doesn't matter. It's not central."

"We can't be identified by our min
istries any more," said Dr. Mary Alice 
Haley, OSM, an assistant professor of 
philosophy and a former prioress 
general of her order. "If it were just the 
ministries, we could do that as lay wom
en. We stress the opportunity to develop 
a spiritual life and the search for God. 
(Religious life) is still the idea of a total 
focus on the Gospel."

Women religious share the call to 
serve God and the Church with the 
"whole body of the Church," said Sr. 
Mary Jude Graham, RSM, a retired 
instructor in philosophy. The call to 
serve for women religious is not 
"unique." However, these women bring 
the Church special gifts, she believes, 
including "the ability not just to hear but 
to really listen with head and heart."

According to these women, the call to 
religious life comes in a special way to 
each individual and is probably no more 
easily explained than falling in love and 
deciding to get married.

Dobrovolny, for example, said she 
was attracted to religious life because of 
community and ministry. This attraction 
grew "very much out of my relationship 
with God.

"On a pretty fundamental level, my 
experience with God and my relation
ship with God drew me to this lifestyle," 
she said. At the same time, however, 
her decision to choose religious life 
wasn't easy.

"I was scared because it is so differ
ent," she said of her decision. "I had a 
difficult time telling some of my peers 
and telling people in my hometown."

Dobrovolny said she was relieved to 
discover that the reaction from others 
was "more positive than anything else."

She said her parents had an easier 
time understanding her interest in reli

gious life than many might have because 
one of her aunts is a member of the 
Sisters of Mercy. Creighton friends also 
supported the idea.

"The people at Creighton were very 
supportive and very encouraging," 
Dobrovolny said. "Other people 
were real excited, and they helped me 
get excited."

Among those who asked Dobrovolny 
the most questions was Roni Galas, 
BSN'90, who, it turned out, had her own 
reasons for the questions.

"Basically, Roni had thought about 
religious life but never seriously," 
said Dobrovolny. "But she was very 
excited and asked me questions which 
helped me find my own excitement. I 
realized later that many of her questions 
were more for her than me." Today,
Galas is a fellow Mercy novice in 
St. Louis.

Dobrovolny said that she and others 
formed a group called "Stepping Stones" 
at Creighton to discuss the possibility of 
religious life. Although she and Sr. Galas 
are the only two members who have 
joined a religious community so far, the 
group was valuable.

"It's important to have peers who 
are asking the same questions," she said. 
"You need to have someone to 
journey with."

Admiration for women religious 
seems to play a role in developing some 
vocations. For example, both Drs.
Stevens and Haley said mentors were 
important in their choice of religious life. 
They also both said the support they 
have received from their communities 
has been important in retaining their 
commitment.

Dr. Stevens, a graduate of Omaha's 
Mercy High School, traces her attraction 

to religious life to 
the influence of 
her teachers.

"They were vital, 
happy, energetic peo
ple. I wanted to be 
part of that," she 
said. "They were

Dr. Stevens extremely hardwork
ing, but they sang and danced and 
laughed. They seemed like a wonderful
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group of people."
Dr. Stevens said that when she 

entered the Sisters of Mercy in 1966, she 
had no firm idea of what her future held.

"I pictured myself going where the 
needs were," she said.

It was a time of transition for the 
Church and the Sisters of Mercy.

That year's novitiate class included 
16 young women. The year before there 
had been 33 novices. Soon classes the 
size of Dr. Stevens's would seem large. 
Some orders would go for years without 
a new member, and many women who 
entered religious life would leave at 
some point. Only three of Dr. Stevens's 
classmates are still members.

Dr. Stevens, however, said she has 
many reasons to remain a Sister of 
Mercy.

Her strong ties to the order are 
obvious from the decorations in her 
Creighton office. Wall hangings include a 
portrait of Mercy Founder Catherine

94omen($eugious

McAuley, with a McAuley quote promi
nently displayed: "Ours is not to do the 
extraordinary, only to do the ordinary 
extraordinarily well."

Dr. Stevens serves on the order's re
gional leadership team in addition to her 
teaching and research work at Creighton 
and maintains close ties with her fellow 
religious even though she no longer lives 
in a traditional convent community.

"I've had the support of the Sisters of 
Mercy, and I really believe in what my 
life is all about," Dr. Stevens said. A 
central focus of her mission is "trying to 
inspire students that they can make a 
contribution to the world."

Young people, she said, need to think 
about the relationship between religion 
and society and between the public and 
private good.

"What I'm most concerned about is 
that in the U.S., religion tends to be rele

gated to the private and personal and 
emotional. How do we talk about the 
importance of faith in the public arena?"

Dr. Stevens stressed that there is no 
such thing as "religious life in general" 
and each sister and each community are 
distinctive. However, a dedication to 
God and serving others seem to be com
mon threads among women religious.

Love of God, especially, led Dr. Haley 
to leave her home in Massena, N.Y., to 
join the Servants of Mary in Omaha

when she was only 
17. She also had been 
inspired by the 
example of the sisters 
who had taught her.

"I had a desire to 
really share the 
Gospel," Dr. Haley 
said. "That was my 

main purpose. I thought this was a life 
with a well-defined purpose and that my 
life would have a direction and goals.

A re V o catio n s Va n ish in g ?
Looking Behind the Statistics

By Judith Martz Studt
As late as 1987, the American nuns still 

outnumbered priests by two to one, 
according to a survey that was conducted 
by Patricia Wittberg and published by the 
Social Scientist journal of the Scientific 
Study of Religious in 1989.

But today, women religious may be an 
endangered species; the statistics are far 
from encouraging.

Since 1966, according to Sr. Sandra 
Schneider, IHM, in Challenge for Tomorrow's 
Religious (updated in 1992 by Lora Ann 
Quinonez and Mary Daniel Turner), the 
number of women religious has fallen from 
180,000 to 126,000, only 1 percent of whom 
are under 30.

Deaths obviously contributed to part of 
the decline. The drop also was due to an 
increase in "defections," which were espe
cially noticeable in 1970. That year alone, 
more than 4,300 women left religious

orders to pursue other interests.
Another major factor in the decline was 

a decrease in the rates of entry. Rose Fuchs 
Ebaugh in Women in the Vanishing Cloister 
cites two surveys that were 
sponsored by the Conference 
of Major Superiors of 
Women and conducted by 
Marie Augusta Neal, SND, 
which show just how the 
number of novices changed 
over the years. Between 1953 
and 1957,88 percent of the 
religious orders in the U.S. 
had more than 32,000 new 
members. But from 1976 to 
1980, the orders had fewer 
than 3,000 young women entering.

What was once a steady stream of "new 
blood" had tapered off to a trickle. For 
many local orders today, one or two

entrants a year is typical. One nun knows 
of orders that have gone for more than two 
decades without a new member.

With fewer numbers to contribute to 
operating funds, many religious organiza
tions are now feeling the financial pinch, 
Creighton Economist Fr. Gerard 
Stockhausen, S.J., observed. "To add to this 
dilemma, the median age for women reli
gious in America has climbed to an all- 
time high of almost 70. Now orders are 

faced with the added stress of 
caring for their elderly."

What's behind the falling 
numbers? What factors are 
affecting entry and retention in 
women's religious orders? Some 
cite the assimilation of 
American Catholics into the 
larger culture as a reason for the 
decline in vocations; others 
point to the feminist movement. 
Both forces, they say, have 

widened life opportunities for American 
Catholics — and, specifically, American 
Catholic women.

But others attribute the decline in

“. . . in  1970... MORE 

THAN 4,300 WOMEN 

LEFT RELIGIOUS 

ORDERS TO PURSUE 

OTHER INTERESTS.”
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The sisters seemed contented and happy, 
and their lives seemed meaningful."

The externals of religious life two 
generations ago were very different, she 
said, but the essentials of prayer, service 
and community have not changed.

"Our lives were very enclosed except 
for teaching because we were a teaching 
order," Dr. Haley said. "We wore tradi
tional habits and lived in large commu
nities. We had a very carefully defined 
authority structure. Obedience to superi
ors and the rule (a list of procedures gov
erning community life) were much 
emphasized."

Dr. Haley's life today is drastically 
different than when she entered, but it is 
still centered around the same passion 
for Gospel values.

She shares an inner-city house with 
several other members of her order and 
is involved in teaching and other service 
work off campus. The old authority 
structures have long since been replaced

vocations to Vatican II.
Essentially, Vatican II represented a 

total rethinking of the mission of the 
Church, said Dr. Maryanne Stevens, RSM, 
associate professor and associate chair of 
theology at Creighton. "It was a major 
paradigm shift that rocked everybody."

With Vatican II, "authority structures 
became more democratic," writes Ebaugh. 
"The cloister gave way to open boundaries 
between insiders and outsiders, job oppor
tunities for nuns opened up within Catholic 
parishes... Finally, Vatican II redefined the 
vow of poverty with emphasis upon a 
commitment to issues of social justice and 
identifying with the materially poor."

"(Vatican II) was a time of reaffirma
tion," Dr. Stevens believes, "a time when 
men and women religious were called on 
to rethink their roles in modern society."

And it was what Dr. Stevens terms "a 
call to laity to take their rightful place in 
the Church."

For the first time, the congregation was 
encouraged to become involved with prac
tically every aspect of the Church. "It 
meant that lay people could now help with

by democratic community rules which 
she said she greatly prefers.

Dr. Haley said she still draws strength 
and support from the members of her 
community and their shared commit
ment to the Church and religious life.

For Sr. Graham, her religious life has 
revolved around her great love for teach
ing. "I consider teaching the most Christ- 
like profession, because even when 
Christ healed he seems to have done 
so to teach the healed and/or the 
attendant crowd.

"I don't have a nice, clear-cut expla
nation of — nor an elaborate reason for 
— a religious vocation," she said. "It is, 
indeed, a call to a unique way of life — 
but the 'how, when, why me, where' are 
not always so clear.

"For me, my religious vocation... has 
always been a special gift, special since I 
am a convert. (My vocation) wasn't

% M EN (^ELIG IO U S
something I looked for nor did I have a 
known desire for it. It was and continues 
to be a gift — gratuitously given by God 
to me. I responded to that gift 58 years 
ago. I continue to respond each day — 
for that I am most happy."

Sr. Graham and all the others agreed 
that the form of religious life will contin
ue to change, but none would predict

Sr. Graham doing the work of 
the Church," said Sr. Graham. "The 
future will be dependent on that, but we 
can't dictate the future, and I don't know 
that we should want to. What is most 
important is now. We make the future, 
but we don't need to know the future."

the service and take on all of the roles tra
ditionally held by nuns," said Fr. Richard 
Hauser, S.J., professor of theology at 
Creighton.

In some ways, the call to 
laity was a mixed blessing. On 
the one hand, it meant that lay 
men and women could now 
hold jobs in Catholic schools, 
hospitals and social services.

On the other hand, Fr.
Stockhausen pointed out, it 
meant that parishes could no 
longer count on inexpensive 
labor to run their operations.
"They had to start paying 
wages that were at least some
what competitive with those 
of public institutions."
Concerned about underpric
ing laity in jobs, Dr. Stevens said, women 
religious began asking for comparable 
salaries.

"What the lay movement did was to 
give nuns freedom — freedom to use all 
their gifts and talents in meeting the press
ing needs of society," said Dr. Mary Alice

Haley, OSM, a Creighton assistant profes
sor of philosophy.

As a result, women religious have
become far more diversified 
and specialized, as evidenced 
by the composition of a group 
of nuns Dr. Haley recently met 
for lunch. Among those 
attending were two chaplains, 
one of whom works in jail 
ministry; the other, at a local 
hospital. Also at the table were 
a Creighton researcher, an 
executive secretary of social 
ministry for a local diocese, a 
social worker, a nurse who 
cares for AIDS patients and an 
elementary school teacher.

"Now nuns are free to pick 
the needs that they can satis

fy," Fr. Stockhausen said. "They no longer 
have to be everything to everybody, but 
can focus on what they do best."

Dr. Stevens believes the role of nuns has 
"become far clearer" since Vatican II. To 
her, that role is a compelling one: meeting 
the "unmet needs of modern society."

“B etw een  1953 a n d  

1957, 88 PERCENT OF 

THE RELIGIOUS ORDERS 

IN THE U.S. HAD MORE 

THAN 32,000 NEW 

MEMBERS. B u t  FROM 

1976 TO 1980, THE 

ORDERS HAD FEWER 

THAN 3,000 YOUNG 

WOMEN ENTERING.”
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Drs. Haley and Stevens both noted 
that, based on membership figures, 
women's religious orders should be 
showing the characteristics of dying 
organizations, drawing into themselves 
to conserve their resources and display
ing a preoccupation with their internal 
problems.

Instead, they said, women's orders 
are creative and dynamic organizations 
whose members are moving into new 
ministries, more concerned than ever 
about serving the poor and planning 
for the future.

All three women expressed optimism 
about the future of vowed religious life 
in some form — though all agree that 
current forms of the life may be obsolete.

Dr. Haley, whose order is half the size 
it was in the 1960s and has no members 
in the United States under 30 other than 
two pre-candidates, said she's sad to see 
so few women entering religious life 
because she's found it satisfying.

However, she said the detachment 
which was part of her training has 
enabled her not to worry too much 
about this.

New forms of religious life will 
emerge, she said. For example, her order 
now has 42 associate members in the U.S.

"They take no vows but share 
in service and prayer and community," 
Dr. Haley said. "There's a wonderful 
bonding."

Dr. Stevens said her order has 
responded to its reduced and aging 
membership by trying to ensure that the 
community has the resources to care for 
older sisters.

The regional leadership team also is 
working to ensure that today's younger 
sisters will be cared for when they need 
it, she said.

Dr. Stevens said she trusts the mem
bers of her order to plan responsibly for 
her welfare even if there are relatively 
few younger sisters to help support 
the community.

The Sisters of Mercy, she said, face 
less financial distress than some orders 
because of good financial planning in the 
past and the receipt of comparable 
salaries in their health care institutions. 
The schools could never afford compara
ble salaries, she pointed out. Their health 
care institutions provide them with more 
resources than teaching orders, which 
worked in extremely low-paying 
Catholic schools.

Is the future of religious orders a con
cern to a young religious woman? Not as 
much as a lay person might imagine, 
Dobrovolny said.

She noted that, when she first started 
considering the religious life, one of her 
questions was "if I would find enough 
peer support and if there would be

other peers around."
Now, she said, she's less concerned 

about what might happen.
"Religious life will continue to be pre

sent in some form," she said.
"The number of vowed members will 

probably continue to decrease," she said. 
"There will be more collaboration and 
more inclusivity and more global focus."

Dobrovolny said she believes that 
religious life is at an "in-between state."

"We're seeing that the models of the 
past are not necessarily those of the 
future. We're experimenting with new 
models."

Meanwhile, Dobrovolny said she is 
glad she has chosen religious life and 
encourages other young women to 
consider it.

"It is very definitely good for me," 
she said. "The Sisters of Mercy have 
challenged and supported me and facili
tated conversion in my life. They have 
called me to deepen my relationship 
with God and all of creation."

"My advice to anyone considering 
religious life is to keep asking questions. 
Talk to other folks and find a trusted per
son either in Campus Ministry or Peace 
and Justice (at Creighton) who can jour
ney with you. Be gentle to yourself. This 
is a countercultural decision. It can be 
difficult to make. Be patient with the 
process. Have hope."

M o re than 70 nuns p o sed  in this 1919  p h o to , taken  to co m m em o ra te  th eir S u m m er S ch o o l sessio n  a t C reighton .
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Women Religious:
An International Perspective

(Editor's note: Sr. Jennifer Simwa, RSCJ, is a junior at Creighton, 
majoring in pastoral care and social work. She lives in Omaha, where she and 

eight other sisters serve the community as Religious o f the Sacred Heart.)

By Sheila Swanson

At the age of 12, Jennifer Simwa was 
working with her mother in the family 
garden in her native Kenya. Out of the 
blue, she proclaimed to her mother that 
she wanted to work in a mission.
Coming from a family of Quakers, her 
mother told her, "Unless you are 
Catholic, you cannot work in a mission."

Her mother's answer did not stop Sr. 
Simwa. And she began her personal 
journey toward learning the Catholic tra
dition, converting to Catholicism in 1978

Sr. Jennifer Simwa.

and professing her final vows as a 
Religious of the Sacred Heart in 1991.

As numbers of women religious 
entering orders decline in the U.S., the 
numbers are rising in developing nations 
like Sr. Simwa's native Kenya. In fact, 
according to the latest Statistical 
Yearbook of the Church, the number of 
women religious in Africa from 1986 to

1991 (the most recent issue of the year
book) has increased by more than 10,000, 
from 38,579 to 48,976.

Dr. Ashton Welch, associate professor 
of history and coordinator of the Black 
Studies Program at Creighton, has some 
assumptions about why the numbers are 
increasing: "In many instances, 
these young women are first- 
or second- generation converts, 
and they possess a much 
stronger commitment from 
their recent conversion," he 
believes. Dr. Welch also 
believes that religious leaders 
in Africa still have a very 
prominent role. "They are seen 
as role models whom younger 
Africans would like to 
emulate."

Sr. Simwa says she feels 
more young women are choos
ing religious life because "they 
see that missionaries come and 
change their culture, prompt
ing them to say, 'If I am called 
to be a nun, then I can be a missionary to 
my own people.'"

Her choice was not initially accepted 
by her family, but they have "learned to 
accept (my vocation) and are very proud 
of me and my accomplishments," she 
says. Her family's initial objection 
stemmed from a cultural issue in Kenya 
— and most of Africa: Children take care 
of their parents as they age. Sr. Simwa 
remembers her mother asking her, "But, 
Jennifer, who will take care of you when 
you are old, and who will bury you 
when you die?"

According to Sr. Simwa, children are 
valued in African culture more than any
thing. And, when Africans see a priest or

a sister, they "automatically think you 
will live a poor life because you have 
no children."

But this attitude is not stopping 
young Africans from choosing religious 
life. "There are so many young women 
who want to become nuns in Africa right 
now," Sr. Simwa says. "The novitiates 
are extremely full."

The Creighton student, however, has 
found a family in the Religious of the 
Sacred Heart (RSCJ). Wanting to "live a 
universal life and experience the univer
sal love that Jesus had for all," Sr. Simwa 
chose an international congregation in 
"order to experience other people's cul
tures and teach people about my own

culture while nurturing a mutual respect 
along the way."

When Sr. Simwa finishes her studies 
at Creighton, she will return to the 
Kenya/Uganda Province.

"I see my mission as communicating 
with the youth in my province. They 
need to see that the ways of previous 
generations may not be the ways to 
follow," Sr. Simwa says.

"There is so much unrest and self- 
imposed hatred in Africa stemming back 
to colonization when tribes were sepa
rated by their colonizers. I want to teach 
new generations that we are all one 
family in the eyes of God." C3

Sr. Simwa is shown with Fr. Richard Hauser, S.J. 
(standing), and arts junior John Hoffman.
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"Shmiiii lullin'
WHydarh Machine Inr I K "

—  Mr. Peabody 
The Rocky and Bullwinkle Shoio

By Dick Jeffries

I
 am a time traveler. If everything had 
gone on schedule and I had been a better 
student, I would have graduated from 
Creighton University with a Bachelor of 

Arts degree in Journalism in 1965. Instead,
I am a member of the class of 1995, anxious 
to cross the stage and receive my diploma 
30 years late. Instead of 22,1 am 52. My 
wife and four children all have completed 
their higher education pursuits on sched
ule. But back then I was distracted by 
Creighton's extra-curricular offerings, and 
while not a resident student in the tradi-

(Editor's Note: Author Dick Jeffries is a 
member o f Creighton's Board o f Directors 
and a prominent attorney in Omaha. He 

answers here the question often asked:
“Is the Creighton o f today anything like the 

Creighton I attended in 19xx?")

tional sense, I pretty much lived full-time 
in the Student Center.

Consequently, in the spring of 1965, 
when the other members of my class were 
receiving mailings about graduation, I 
received a summons to meet with Fr. 
Thomas K. McKenney, dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences. A misdirected old 
Jesuit named Fr. O'Donnell had thrown me 
out of a four credit hour Latin course due 
to my sporadic attendance. I petitioned the 
dean to have my record expunged of that 
injustice. A friend helped me draft the let
ter to Fr. McKenney contending that Fr. 
O'Donnell's conduct might ruin a later 
career as a teacher. I had no intention of 
becoming an educator but thought that 
possibility might touch Fr. McKenney's 
heart. After receiving Fr. McKenney's invi
tation to visit him in his office on the sec
ond floor of the Administration Building, I 
was sure he would choose my future over 
Fr. O'Donnell's rash conduct, and restore 
my record to its previous purity.

Fr. McKenney could yell louder than 
anyone I had ever met. He explained, in no 
uncertain terms, what he thought of me, 
my college work habits, my future 
prospects, my past misdemeanors, and 
may have commented on my personal 
appearance and hobbies, though I don't 
specifically remember that. What I do 
remember is that everyone on the second 
floor of the Administration Building that 
day had received a full and complete brief
ing about my likely future in the College of 
Arts and Sciences.

The end of the second semester of my 
fourth (senior?) year arrived and I was 13 
hours short of the requirements for gradu
ation. I took stock: There was no foreign 
language course that I would ever pass; 
my parents were through paying my 
tuition, and Fr. McKenney was still dean. 
Similar to the bandits who had confronted 
Marshall Dillon, I figured it was time to get 
out of Dodge.

Under a lenient admissions program, 
long gone and forgotten, I applied to the 
Law School, was admitted, and subse
quently graduated with my Juris Doctor 
degree in 1968.

The years have been very kind to me 
and I am blessed with a perfect wife and, 
as might be expected from such a union, 
near perfect children. Over the years I 
thought about my missing Bachelor's 
degree. It made no difference to any of my 
endeavors, few inquired about it, and if

they did, the idea of a J.D. without a 
Bachelors Degree was treated merely as a 
curiosity. Nonetheless, I always felt as 
though I had left something undone.

In 19901 made two discreet inquiries of 
the university. Was Fr. McKenney still dean 
of Arts and Sciences, and was there still a 
language requirement for a B.A. degree?
Fr. McKenney had gone to his eternal 
reward and so had the language require
ment. I secretly hoped they both ended up 
in the same place, but couldn't linger over 
such sweet thoughts. The university's 
guard was down and so I made my move.

First, just a sip of academic wine—a 
summer journalism course offering 3 hours 
credit in one week of full-time attendance. 
The course was a computer layout course

The author took journalism  during  
his m id-Sixties Creighton session.

for editors and publishers. Being neither, 
and also being computer illiterate, I knew 
the course sounded like a natural for me. A 
boy and girl on either side of me in class, 
and my friend Tim McMahon on the out
side, helped me through the course.

Fast forward to 1995.1 inquired about 
completing my degree requirements. A 
course of study was designed: three class 
hours of political science, three hours of 
independent readings and reports in politi
cal science, three hours of journalism, and 
completion of an approved senior research 
and writing project.

To qualify for such a program, I had to 
reapply to the university and go through 
the admissions process. At the appointed 
time for my interview, I showed up at the
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Admissions office dressed in my best and 
ready to schmooze my way under the 
fence. I was far more nervous than the 
17-year-olds with backward baseball caps 
waiting for their interviews.

After being escorted to my personal 
admissions counselor, we small-talked our 
way past the initial discomfort of my being 
so much older than she. Yet, she was hold
ing my academic future in her hands. My 
transcript of achievements of 30 years 
before had floated to the surface like a bad 
mafia hit, and before I knew it she was 
discussing certain "trouble spots" I had 
experienced in my earlier academic life. 
Nonetheless, the university was in a merci
ful mood and elected to let me return.

After registering by mail and picking

The author as a director on the dais 
during 1995's graduation.

up a confirmation sheet (what happened to 
the old gym and tubs of registration cards 
and classes filling up?) I went to the book
store for my first brush with educational 
reality, 30 years later. My books cost more 
than my first car. A week later I received 
my tuition bill, and this foray was going 
to cost more than John D. Rockefeller's 
first car.

An envelope arrived at my home 
from the university, proclaiming on the 
outside "You qualify for student housing!" 
By the time I saw it, my wife had added 
"Don't even think about it!" So much 
for dorm life.

On my first day of class, I left home 
with a good luck kiss and a briefcase full of 
new books and new pencils, pens and

notebooks. With my usual somber suit and 
tie and gray hair, I could not have been 
more conspicuous if I had brought a zebra 
to class. The students wondered if I was 
ATF, FBI, or CIA. Unfortunately, I was 
only AARP.

My class schedule was Dr. Eileen 
Wirth's Public Relations Case Studies class 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays; Dr. 
Tom Mans' class on The Public Policy of 
Health Care on Monday nights; Dr. David 
Haberman's Senior Project Seminar on 
Thursdays, and unscheduled independent 
reading and writing in Political Science. It 
wasn't too daunting, but I do think my 
wife should not have been so hasty about 
the dorm room decision.

So what is it like today? I am pleased to 
report that Creighton University is very 
impressive at the classroom level. My fel
low students are far more sophisticated 
and cosmopolitan than we were in 1965. 
Their awareness of world events and their 
ability to relate them to the subject matter 
of their courses is incredible. The students 
in my classes were attentive, well-pre
pared, articulate and meaningful partici
pants in the classes. My teachers were 
extremely well prepared, were professional 
in their classroom leadership, and inclusive 
of the students in the process. The class
room demeanor was much more reminis
cent of law school than of my time in the 
undergraduate school. There was far more 
participation by the students and more dia
logue than simple lecturing. The work load 
was greater than I remember. Significant 
writing assignments were part of the regu
lar class diet, and the papers were cri
tiqued thoroughly and returned promptly.

The professors utilized guest lecturers 
to expand on the subject matter. In Public 
Policy and Health Care, we had lectures 
from healthcare experts on AIDS policy, 
aging, rural healthcare and Medicaid. The 
lectures were informative but not judg
mental. The issues were presented in a 
thought-provoking manner, but the conclu
sions were left to the students.

In Dr. Wirth's class, we had outside 
experts lecture on topics as diverse as 
library computer searches and archival 
sources to media management. Dr. Wirth 
required written reports, oral presentations 
and community research projects demand
ing interaction with prominent individuals 
in various fields. The students undertook 
the workload with enthusiasm and the 
products of their effort were far more

insightful than I would have expected at 
the undergraduate level.

I was pleased that each course visited 
the subject matter in a context of moral val
ues. Creighton still provides a true Jesuit 
education. Ethics, societal obligations and 
mores were the foundation for the specific 
disciplines. Expectations of academic 
integrity were emphasized in the class
room and in the university's published 
standards.

My latter-day undergraduate experi
ence had some advantages over my earlier 
days. As a member of the university Board 
of Directors, I have a permit that allows me 
to park in any campus lot. Most often I 
would select a spot near the Criss Medical 
Research Facility. Nothing warms the heart 
of a J.D. like knowing that an M.D. is 
spending a little more time walking the 
asphalt. The one exception to my imperi
ous approach to parking was when I select
ed a spot in the Jesuit parking area adjacent 
to their Community dining hall. The word 
filtered down to me that unless I wanted to 
spend another 30 years in undergraduate 
school, I should find another place to park. 
Ready access to the refectory is apparently 
a Jebbie tradition.

So what did the student in his autumn 
years learn? I learned that Creighton 
University and its mission are more impor
tant today than 30 years ago. The value 
based educational process is a necessity in 
the modern world. No easy answers exist, 
and those institutions of higher learning 
that can't or won't address society's obliga
tions and the individual's responsibilities 
to the rest of society are not truly educating 
their students. Values, principles, ethics, 
and becoming men and women for others 
are components of a Creighton education 
and time only increases their value.

My longtime friend and secretary Cathy 
Bennett did the word processing for most 
of my school papers. My long suffering 
and patient wife, Kathie Jeffries, did most 
of the editing. My children and co-workers 
tired of my moaning about how tough 
school is for the modern day undergradu
ate. Collectively and individually, I think 
they will be cheering at my graduation, 

s o  w i i i  i .  m

(Postscript: On May 23,2995, at approximate
ly 11:04 AM., I received my Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Creighton University.)
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A lumnews
A lumnitems

59 Bernard F. O'Brien Jr., BS, Solana 
Beach, Calif., is owner and publisher of 
the magazine, Golf Southern California. 
63 William R. Hamilton, MD, 
Murphysboro, 111., is chief executive 
officer/medical director at the 
Carbondale Clinic in Carbondale, 111.
66 Robert J. Henning, MD, Tampa, 
Fla., was appointed professor of medi
cine (cardiology) in the department of 
medicine at the University of South 
Florida School of Medicine. He also is 
an established investigator for the 
American Heart Association.
69 Sharon Kemp Rasmussen, BSBA, 
Nebraska City, Neb., is the author of A 
Simple Guide to Chess.
79 Dr. Niva M. Lubin, BSPha, 
Chicago, was elected secretary of the 
House of Delegates for the National 
Medical Association representing 
23,000 African-Americans 
86 Michael L. Coy, MD, Omaha, was 
recruited by Immanuel Medical Center 
in Omaha as the clinical director of 
child and adolescent psychiatry.
89 Christine L. Corsello, MS, West 
Newton, Mass., is the director of resi
dence life at Fitchburg State College in 
Fitchburg, Mass.
91 Geetanjali A jit Godbole, MBA,
Omaha, is a research analyst for 
Financial Dynamics, Inc., in Omaha.

Weddings
47 Anne Chivers and Samuel N. 
Hays, BSC, Aug. 3, 1994, living in Las 
Vegas.
65 Judith Graybeal, BA, and James 
Petitmermet, March 24,1995, living in 
Kennewick, Wash.
81 Suzanne M. Foley, BSBA, and
Robert D. Jones, Dec. 2,1994, living in 
Omaha.

86 Carrie I. Gebbie and Brian S. 
Munnelly, JD, July 30,1994, living in 
Omaha.
88 Johanna V. Welsh and Gregory W.
Halbur, BS, Sept. 10,1994, living in 
Sioux City, Iowa.
90 Stacy Bryan and Michael J. 
Ebeling, BSBA, Nov. 5,1994, living in 
Omaha.

Mary Fiedler, Arts, and Darin L. 
Griffin, Nov. 19,1994, living in Oak 
Creek, Wis.

Cinthia M. Stock, BS, and Michael 
L. Romero, March 25, 1995, living in 
Windsor, Colo.
91 Sheila M. Moon, BSBA, and
Timothy D. Mikulicz, July 23,1994, liv
ing in Omaha.

Patti Scheinost and Thomas R. 
Renz Jr., BSAtS, Oct. 8, 1994, living in 
Omaha.
92 Mary Fibich and Richard M. 
Brown, BSBA, Sept. 3,1994, living in 
Belleville, Neb.

Kimberly Hamilton, BSBA, and
Lt. Ryan Nankivel, Sept. 3,1994, living 
in Rapid City, S.D.

Lori L. Heer, BA, and Douglas B. 
Thompson, Nov. 11,1994, living in 
Omaha.

Naomi Graham and Dan J. Kern, 
BSMth, Dec. 31,1994, living in Nyack, 
N.Y.

Anne E. Reiber, BSN, and
Matthew Walsh, Sept. 24,1994, living in 
Minneapolis.

Sheldora L. Jurek and Bryan J.
Rice, BA, Oct. 22,1994, living in 
Plattsmouth, Neb.

Amy Sanderhoff, BA, and Larry 
"L.D." Herrera, Oct. 29,1994, living in 
Omaha.

Dawn Pearson and William T. 
Slattery, BSBA, Sept. 17,1994, living in 
Minneapolis.
93 Kristy L. Murphy, BA, and
Michael G. Pallas, March 18,1995, liv
ing in Lakewood, Colo.
94 Julie A. McGregor and Donald B. 
Biggs III, BSOT, July 30,1994, living in 
Grand Island, Neb.

Christine M. Cahalane, BS, and
Jamie Hudson, Oct. 1,1994, living in 
Lincoln, Neb.

Kathryn M. Conway, JD, and
David D. Kordell, Sept. 17,1994, living 
in Bellevue, Neb.

Karen M. Falcone, JD, and
Bradley E. Givens, Oct. 7,1994, living 
in Omaha.

Births
76 John M. Schmidt, BSN, and Susan 
J. Marks, Rock Hill, S.C., a son,
Andrew Maclay, Feb. 28,1995.
79 Robert C. Hallinan, BA, and Gene 
Tracey Hallinan, BA'80, Lenexa, Kan., 
a daughter, Mary Jeanne, Feb. 21,1995. 
81 Michael G. Campbell, BA, and 
Karen Campbell, Philadelphia, a 
daughter, Taylor Elizabeth, Feb. 4,1994.

John Tremain and Barbara Rome 
Tremain, BS, Lincoln, Neb., a daughter, 
Mikayla Elizabeth, March 2,1995.
84 Dr. Robert J. Denny and Paula 
Coffee, DDS, Aurora, Colo., a daugh
ter, Allison Rose, Jan. 18> 1995.
85 Scott B. Bomgaars, MD, and 
Dianna Bomgaars, Council Bluffs,
Iowa, a son, Andrew John, Dec. 5,1994.

Mark Fisher and Joanne McNeilly 
Fisher, BA, Omaha, a daughter, Emily 
Eleanor, Jan. 31,1995.

Kevin B. Galvin, BSBA, and 
Cynthia Malone Galvin, BSBA, 
Beaumont, Texas, a son, Michael 
Thomas, Feb. 21,1995.

Casey P. Tighe, JD, and Laura 
Chagnon Tighe, JD'87, Golden, Colo., 
a son, Dugan McGee, Oct. 10,1994.

Walter Tomasino, BA, and Beatriz 
Tomasino, Buenos Aires, a daughter, 
Alexandra, Nov. 22,1994.
86 Robert A. Baysa, DDS, and Lora 
Baysa, Mililani, Hawaii, a son, Zachary 
Allen Keane Baysa, July 25,1994.

James L. Berigan, BSBA, and 
Catherine Thomey Berigan, BSN, 
Minneapolis, a daughter, Mary
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U niversity i \  ews

Creighton University Professor of 
Nursing Dr. Barbara Braden has been 
named dean of Creighton's Graduate 
School, university President the Rev. 
Michael G. Morrison, S.J., announced.

Braden, who has been a member of 
the Creighton faculty since 1974, suc
ceeds Dr. Michael Lawler.

Dr. Braden received her bachelor's 
degree from Creighton in 1973. She 
earned a master's degree in nursing from 
the University of California at San 
Francisco in 1975 and her doctorate from 
the University of Texas at Austin in 1988.

Dr. Braden joined the Creighton fac
ulty in 1974 and in 1990 was appointed 
professor of nursing.

She has received international 
recognition for her research, which 
includes the development of the Braden 
Scale for Predicting Pressure Sore Risk.

The Rev. Thomas J. Shanahan, S.J., asso
ciate professor of theology and chair of 
Creighton University's Theology 
Department, has been named rector of 
the Jesuit Community at Creighton 
University.

The appointment, which was made 
by the Catholic religious order's 
Superior General the Rev. Peter-Hans 
Kolvenbach, S.J., is effective immediately.

Shanahan succeeds the Rev. D. 
Edward Mathie, S.J., who was named 
provincial of the Wisconsin Province of 
the Society of Jesus.

Creighton University recently was hon
ored with the Council for Advancement 
and Support of Education (CASE) 1995 
Circle of Excellence in Educational Fund- 
Raising Award.

Creighton, which is in the midst of its 
$100 million Creighton 2000 Campaign, 
received the award for exemplary fund
raising performance. CASE honored 98 
schools with 1995 Circle Awards.

Catherine, Aug. 31,1994.
87 Michael Schwartz and Janelle 
Knight Schwartz, BSPha, Fox River 
Grove, 111., a son, Peter Jude, March 7, 
1995.
89 Michael Smith and Cecelia M. 
Connolly-Smith, MS, Omaha, a son, 
Alexander William, Dec. 16,1994.
91 Neeraj Adya and Monica Parashar 
Adya, MCSM, Cleveland Heights, 
Ohio, a son, Tanmay, May 17,1994.

Henry A. "Hank" Sakowski II, 
MD, and Mary Kowal Sakowski, 
BSN'83, Omaha, a son, Jude Christian, 
Nov. 29,1994.
92 Bradley E. Robertson, DDS, and
Ceilie Robertson, Boise, Idaho, a son, 
Nathan Paul, Sept. 5,1994.

Deaths

24 Gertrude A. Wuellner, SJN, Alton, 
111., June 9,1994.
26 Arthur P. Herbst, DDS, Norfolk, 
Neb., April 28,1995.
29 Raymond H. Engelcke, MD, 
Eugene, Ore., April 19,1995.
32 Amil C. Bach, MD, La Crosse, 
Wis., April 4,1995.
34 Ellsworth C. DeVore, BSC,

Mountain Home, Ark., date of death 
unknown.
35 Forrest A. Brown, DDS, Durango, 
Colo., April 15,1995.
38 Hon. Gerald B. Chamberlin, JD,
Port Angeles, Wash., Dec. 20,1994.
40 Lester J. Heinen, BSC, Ames, 
Iowa, April 18,1995.
42 Ross C. Mullaney, BSC, Hot 
Springs, Ark., date of death unknown.
44 Paul Goetowski, MD, Walton, 
Neb., April 13,1995.
45 Ray R. Simon, JD, Omaha, Neb., 
May 31,1995.
49 Patricia A. Vogel, wife of George 
W. Vogel, BSC, Omaha, Neb., date of 
death unknown.
50 Sr. Mary Dolorita Reandeau, 
O.S.F., MSEdu, Omaha, Neb., date of 
death unkown.
53 James R. Condon, DDS, Spokane, 
Wash., May 18,1995.

Edward J. DeLashmutt, MD, Ft. 
Madison, Iowa, May 5,1995.
55 James E. Gotham, MD, 
Birmingham, Ala., Feb. 3,1995.
56 Elizabeth Hurley Patino, BSN, 
Bellevue, Neb., May 22,1995.

Dorothy H. Rosno, SCN, Omaha, 
Neb., May 15,1995.
59 Robert J. Jerabek, BSBA, Omaha, 
Neb., June 7,1995.

Sr. Evelyn Barbara Marshallek, 
O.S.M.,(Sr. Mary Cecily), MA, Omaha, 
Neb., April 18,1995.
61 Mary G. (Floersch) Berry, Arts,
Waterloo, Iowa, date of death 
unknown.
62 JoAnn Sexton, wife of Forest 
Sexton, JD, Pittsburg, Pa., May 12, 
1995.
66 Richard G. Foertsch, BSBA, Gig
Harbor, Wash., April 7,1995.

Frank P. Marks, MBA, Lincoln, 
Neb., May 16,1995.

William J. Stearman, BA, Miami, 
Fla., May 17,1995.
67 Paul R. Daiker, husband of 
Barbara A. Daiker, BSPha, Omaha, 
Neb., May 20, 1995.
69 Thomas R. Wolff, JD, Omaha, 
Neb., May 8, 1995.
71 John A. Young, husband of 
Kathleen A. Cook, BA, Omaha, Neb., 
Oct. 10,1994.
74 Russell L. Cox, MD, Spirit Lake, 
Iowa, April 26,1995.
80 Roy E. Shelton, JD, North 
Hollywood, Calif., April 23,1995.
84 Shawn Gillan, infant son of Mary 
C. Gillan, BSN, and Matthew Gillan, 
Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 17,1994.
85 David A. Bellinghiere, BA, 
Omaha, Neb., May 22,1995.
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Profile of Achievement
The Spirit 
Of Creighton

"...Remarkable initiative and able enterprise ... 
wisdom in action and modesty in achievement... 
great personal self-sacrifice for the good of others ../

These words from the Spirit of Creighton Award aptly describe the 
commitment of Courtney L. Carlson and Trenten P. Bausch, who earned Creighton's highest student honor at 
May 1995 Commencement ceremonies.

The Creighton career of Courtney Carlson, a theology major with a co-major in 
history, has been characterized by scholarship and service. Active in the 

Freshman Leadership Program, Carlson also devoted herself to the AIDS Awareness Society, 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Omicron Delta Kappa, Alpha Sigma Nu Jesuit Honor Society, 
Christian Life Community, and Gamma Phi Beta Sorority.

In addition, the Merriam, Kan., senior served as a resident adviser, Campus Ministry student 
adviser, and service trip participant and coordinator.

Carlson represented Creighton in the Institute for Latin American Concern (ILAC) Semester Abr< 
program, tutoring children and women's groups in Hato Mayor, Dominican Republic. She also serv 
as an English as a Second Language tutor at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in Omaha.

Trenton Bausch's Creighton honors and activities are characterized by the same spirit. They inclu 
service on the Creighton Law Review, the Student Bar Association's mentor program for incoming 
students, Moot Court, the Creighton Law Student Chapter of the American Trial Lawyers Associatic 
and ILAC.

The Creighton Law graduate from Lincoln, Neb., also gave of himself as a volunteer for Siena- 
Francis House, "Amanda the Panda" — an organization for seriously ill or grieving children, Habita 
for Humanity, the Open Door Mission, and numerous food and clothing drives.

Congratulations to Courtney Carlson and Trenten Bausch —  and to all the Creighton students the 
represent —  for their commitment to living as persons for others in the spirit of Creighton University
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