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brawls, Creighton philosophy professor 
Randolph M. Feezell examines the importance 
of sportsmanship. Page 4.

A Bibliophile's Dream
While planning for the renovation of the Klutznick 
Law Library, Creighton law librarians made an 
amazing discovery. Find out what they 
found beginning on Page 12.
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LETTERS
Window Magazine may edit Letters 

to the Editor, primarily to conform to 
space limitations. Personally signed 
letters are given preference for publi

cation. Our FAX telephone number is: 
(402) 280-2549. E-mail to: 
window@ creighton.edu

Wrong word
In “A Short History of American 

Labor" (Spring 1998, p. 23), you say fac
tory conditions at the turn of the century 
were "Machiavellian." While I can ratio
nalize some intriguing applications of 
that adjective to that situation, I think the 
word you intended was "Dickensian."

That diction slip notwithstanding, I 
was pleased to see a summary of the 
now often-forgotten positive effects of 
the organized labor movement in 
American history.

Jim Thorn, JD'86 
Chicago

Labor article insightful
Professor Larson's overview of orga

nized labor in the United States (Spring 
1998) was very insightful. I represent 
organized labor in the public sector, 
specifically, police unions. While these 
unions are fairly well established in most 
states, their strength and continued exis
tence is still tied to the fate of their pri
vate sector affiliates. Even in the public 
sector, organizing can be difficult. In 
large communities, the locals are suffi
ciently established such that younger 
officers enjoy better terms and conditions 
upon their first day of employment — 
and thus don't appreciate the need to 
belong to a union. Organizing in smaller 
cities and towns can have its drawbacks 
for different reasons. In small municipali
ties, the community leaders perceive 
unions as corrupt and also fear losing 
management control over the employ
ment relationship.

Thank you again for an informative 
and enlightening article. I have been 
delighted to share this copy of Window 

with both my colleagues and our private 
sector affiliate.

Robin Buchman Cross, JD'81 
El Paso, Texas
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Labor story biased
The labor article by Mary Heng 

(Spring '98) displays a blind support of 
the labor movement and a bias toward 
socialism. Professor Larson appears 
not only to be an expert on organized 
labor but an advocate for organized 
labor in spite of its recent history of 
well-deserved failures.

Modern society has moved beyond 
the labor battles of the '30s, '40s and '50s. 
While an emphasis on employee benefits 
has impacted take-home pay, the overall 
wealth and welfare of workers in the 
United States continues to improve. The 
Department of Labor reports that overall 
compensation for all employees has 
shown a real benefits increase of 21 per
cent since 1980. The "poor" in the 
American economy own VCRs, televi
sion sets and their own homes at rates 
higher than middle class Europeans. 
According to a North Carolina State 
University study, job tenure has been 
rising, and job security appears to be 
improved in America despite the decline 
of union influence

While the article reports that 1 in 10 
U.S. workers earn wages below the 
poverty level, one factor is that entry-lev
el wages are part of our capitalist system. 
Americans can move up in income strata, 
however, through such means as educa
tion, hard work, dedication, creativity 
and determination.

One of the reasons Americans have 
rejected the labor movement is that 
labor leaders have an outmoded set of 
values — protect the worker at any time, 
at any cost.

Ms. Heng brings out the old canard 
about how disgusting it is for capitalist 
"robber barons" to make so much more 
than their minions within the companies. 
Karl Marx is not dead in the academy.
I'm just surprised the article did not 
include some reference to the proletariat 
or some discussion of the "final 
resolution."

When was the last time Window pub
lished a blatantly patriotic free market 
exposition of the greatness of America? 
Window owes the alumni a better bal
ance, including avoidance of the academ
ic "elitist" vision of the American culture. 
Please, a little less about how bad 
American culture is and less about victim 
groups within the culture. America is a 
great place in spite of what socialists say.

Opportunity, liberty, responsibility. If 
unions can operate within those basic 
parameters for their membership, they 
will renew their importance in American 
society. If not, they will go the way of 
socialism/Marxism — preserved only in 
academic museums by backward-think
ing curators.

Creighton 
To Dedicate 

McGloin Hall

John Dale Dunn, BS'67, MD'71,JD’79 
Lake Brownwood, Texas

Sandhills remembered
We have read and reread your 

"prairies" article (Winter '97-98). 
Obviously, Dr. Vinton and I share the 
fascination of and love for the Sandhills 
of Nebraska. Your story reminded me 
that I proudly can bear the title my 
Jefferson County relatives gave me: 
Sandhiller.

My father was a frustrated pioneer, 
born 50 to 100 years too late. He spent 
many of his early years trying to make a 
fortune in remote places. Not finding it 
in the Colorado mountains, or in the 
barren plains of South Texas (before 
irrigation and grapefruit), he brought his 
lovely, but frail, little wife and their only 
son, Charles Thomas, to a ranch about 
eight miles north of Bartlett in Wheeler 
County, Neb.

I remember the lovely penste- 
mon. I don't remember what we 
called them, but sometimes we 
would cut some and bring them 
home. While there were many 
small, colorful flowers in the 
prairie, not all made good bou
quets. The meadows, however, 
blossomed with daisies, star flow
ers and a blue flag-like plant we 
called "snakes." Other bits of grass
es that come to mind are timothy,
Indian tobacco, rye grass, swamp 
grass and, of course, the wonderful 
bluestem that we fed our cattle.

I also recall swimming in the big 
blowout southeast of our house. 
Blowouts could hold crystal-clear water 
for two or three days after a big rain. 
Mother would give us a rug to stand on 
so we wouldn't track sand back into 
the house.

Thank you for rekindling the 
memories.

Charlie Vaughn 
Omaha

Join Creighton 
University as 
it dedicates 
the Fr. Richard 
D. McGloin, 
S.J., Residence

Fr. McGloin, S.J. Ha  ̂Aug- 28 
in a 4 p.m. cer

emony outside the new facility.
McGloin Hall is located 

on the east end of Creighton's 
campus, across from the 
Ahmanson School of Law and 
the Lied Education Center for 
the Arts. It is named for Fr. 
McGloin, a residence hall 
advisor, teacher and counselor 
at Creighton for 45 years.

The new 270-bed hall, 
which opens to students this

The new McGloin Hall will be 
dedicated Aug. 28.

fall, features suite-style rooms 
with cable TV and Internet 
connections.

The dedication ceremony is 
open to the public. Tours of the 
residence hall will be given 
following the ceremony.
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Editor's Note: Dr. Feezell, Creighton 
University professor of philosophy, 
recently co-authored the hook Coaching 
for Character: Reclaiming the Principles of 
Sportsmanship (Human Kinetics, 1997) 
with Craig Clifford. We asked him to 
share some ideas from his book with 
the readers of W indow magazine.

am attending a sixth-grade YMCA 
basketball tournament in Small Town, 
Neb. The kids are decked out in $100 

sneakers, knee-length shorts and NBA 
model shirts. The star of my son's team

Dr. Feezell asks, "What happened 
to 'respect for opponents' and 

'respect for the game'?"

then struts away with his arms in the 
air, looking at the stands for cheering 
approval. The fans readily comply. His 
father, the coach, of course, sneaks a 
glance at his wife who is smiling and 
cheering in the stands, radiating that 
proud parent glow. At that moment, 
they would have done anything for 
their little Star. Me? I could have 
strangled him.

My friend Joe, a former major 
league baseball player, tells me this

scores, jumps at the defensive player who was guarding 
him, puffs out his chest, stares into his opponent's eyes,

story. He's watching a football game 
with his 10-year-old son. After a quarterback sack, the tack
ier picks himself up, helps the quarterback to his feet, and
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calmly walks back to the defensive huddle. Joe's son turns 
to him and queries: "What's the matter with him, Dad? He 
didn't celebrate." Huh?

A successful college basketball 
coach, who wants to run "a real classy 
program," is notorious for running up 
the score. His comment? "Our job as 
coaches is to make our team look as 
good as it possibly can, and the other 
team as bad. That's called winning."
A college coach, you say?

The grandfather of one of the little 
league players I am coaching responds 
to one of my tender-minded com
ments about the purpose of sports.
He has a more tough-minded 
approach. "The point of sports is to win. That's all. That's 
the reason you keep score." What's going on here?

What happened to "respect for opponents" and "respect 
for the game"? Perhaps many young athletes today have 

never heard these expressions; per
haps the language of sportsmanship 
is more scarce than it once was. 
Wasn't there a time when coaches 
were more serious about their roles 
as moral educators?

More than 20 years ago, Gerald 
Ford made this remark in Sports 
Illustrated: "Broadly speaking, out
side of a national character and an 
educated society, there are few things 
more important to a country's 
growth and well-being than 
competitive athletics. If it is a cliche 

to say athletics build character as well as muscle, then I 
subscribe to the cliche."

Mike Tyson bit Evander Holy field's ear twice during their 1997 heavyweight title bout at the MGM Grand in Las Vegas. The 
fight was stopped and Holyfield was awarded the victory. Tyson's boxing license was revoked, and he zvas fined $3 million 
for the incident.
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A generation later this comment sounds more like an 
artificial piece of nostalgia than an insightful moment of 
cultural affirmation.

People who care about sports want the moral possibili
ties of sports participation to turn into actualities, but what 
are our children learning as they watch the ever-available 
games on cable TV? If they had grown up when we did, 
they may have had the good fortune of watching Mickey 
Mantle respectfully and humbly trotting around the bases 
after smashing a home run. "I had a terrible habit of run
ning around the bases with my head down," Mantle said, 
"because I didn't want to embarrass the pitcher."

The image of Mantle trotting — perhaps limping — 
around the bases with his head down captures for me some
thing of the possible moral resonance of sports. In our time,

today. A cover story in 1995 in The New York Times Magazine 
by columnist Robert Lipsyte even proclaims the end of 
American sports: "Sports are over because they no longer 
have any moral resonance. They are merely entertainment, 
the bread and circuses of a New Rome. Nothing makes this 
more chillingly real than our current Babes: Mike Tyson and 
Tonya Harding. Two of the neediest, hungriest, most trou
bled and misguided young people in athletic history, they 
are the archetypal extremes of this frenzied, confused 
sports endgame."

In an interview for a "60 Minutes" segment on sports
manship, NBA legend Kareem Abdul-Jabbar remarked: 
"Our whole culture here in America has become a lot more 
vulgar. And I think it's not considered cool to be a good 
sportsman. You're considered square and so ft... There's the 

whole process of celebration that's 
gone beyond celebration. It's 
taunting. I pity the people who are 
doing this, because they really 
don't understand: Sports is a step 
away from the rule of the jungle, 
and they're trying to move it back 
towards the jungle, where the 
strong survive and misuse the 
weaker in any way they want.
And that's really unfortunate 
for our whole system of values 
in our country."

Abdul-Jabbar reminds us that 
unsportsmanlike behavior is con
trary to the nature of sport, and 
sportsmanlike conduct is consis
tent with the nature of sport. Bad 
sportsmanship is at least in part 
the result of bad understanding. 
Let's begin with Abdul-Jabbar's 
suggestion:

• An understanding of 
sportsmanship must be based on 
an understanding of the nature 
of sport.

When we participate in sports, 
whether as players, coaches or 
fans, we carry with us certain 
assumptions about what we're 
doing, what kind of activity we 
are engaged in. If we believe that 

sport is simply a pleasant diversion from the world of seri
ous concerns, that its primary purpose is fun, this perspec
tive will affect our conduct. On the other hand, if we believe 
that sport is more like war, that it is an arena where the 
strong triumph over the weak and the primary purpose of 
participation is winning, our conduct will be quite different. 
Conduct appropriate for a war-like activity is quite different 
from conduct appropriate for child-like frolic.

Tonya and Nancy on the ice in Hamar, Norway. Nancy Kerrigan, right, was clubbed on the 
knee prior to the 1994 Olympics. Tonya Harding pleaded guilty to a conspiracy charge in 
the attack.

there are obviously pockets of graciousness in the sports 
world, yet the moral atmosphere of contemporary sports 
seems better expressed by trash talking, taunting, strutting, 
cheating, point-shaving scandals, drug abuse, assaults on 
coaches, fans assaulting referees — why go on? And this 
behavior has some effects on the next generation of kids 
who watch TV.

It's difficult not to be pessimistic about the state of sports
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New Jersey Devils' Reid Simpson, right, lands a right on the jaw of Washington Capitals' Brendan Witt during a 1997 NHL 
game in East Rutherford, N.J.

• Sport is competitive play, so we must attempt to find 
the proper balance between seriousness and playfulness 
when we participate in sports.

Sport is a form of play. Essential to the notion of play is 
that it is freely chosen. We freely choose to play, not because 
it produces something else that is 
valuable, but because we enjoy the 
activity itself. We play because it's fun.
Thus play is intrinsically valuable.

However, sport is not merely frolic.
There is an important element of seri
ousness in this kind of play. Sport 
involves rules, sharply defined limita
tions about how certain activities are 
undertaken in relation to the goals of 
the sport. Sport often involves games, 
always includes competition, and thus 
necessarily includes winning and los
ing. Rules articulate the nature of the 
competition and define the conditions of fairness or equality 
within which winning is defined. Within the context of the 
sport some players and teams are better than others.

Therefore, there is a paradox at the heart of sport.
Because sport is competitive, it's serious. For better and

worse, winning and losing matter. But sport is play. It con
sists of activities created only for the sake of the inherent 
value of participating in them. The principles of sportsman
ship are based on the delicate balance of playfulness and 
seriousness. That is at the heart of sport. The playful activi

ties can be exhilarating, but they are 
also trivial. They don't "really matter," 
in an important sense.

• Sportsmanship requires finding the 
middle way between two extreme views 
of competition.

One extreme view holds that win
ning is the only thing in sports, nothing 
is gained in losing, and competition in 
sports is like war. According to this 
view, the opponent is an enemy to be 
destroyed. The other view holds that 
competition is bad since it teaches the 
wrong lessons. Since there are winners 

and losers, sport teaches conflict, aggression and egotism.
It is educationally, psychologically, morally and even 
politically destructive. This view endorses the value of 
noncompetitive play, so sports participation, especially 
for youth, should de-emphasize winning and place the

Summer Issue 1998 7

A
P

jW
id

e 
W

or
ld

 P
ho

to
s



central stress on "having fun."
In this view, winning — as well 
as achievement and excellence 
— doesn't matter.

Those who believe that 
winning is everything seem 
to ignore the fact that sport is 
found in the neighborhood of 
play — they forget the spirit of 
play. Those who believe that 
fun is everything ignore the 
fact that sport is competitive; 
it involves winners and losers, 
talent, standards of excellence, 
the possibility of failure — 
they forget the spirit of 
seriousness. One view needs 
to "lighten up"; the other 
needs to "get serious."

• Competition is a mutual 
striving for excellence in a 
world of play.

Competition does involve winners and losers, but it is 
also an opportunity for the development, exercise and 
expression of excellence. Athletes, in attempting to win, try 
to become as good as they can be at their sport. The pursuit

of excellence is an impor
tant part of playing sports. 
But to become excellent I 
need worthy opponents 
who also attempt to excel, 
to play better than I play, in 
order to beat me. My oppo
nent gives me the opportu
nity to strive for excellence. 
Although we oppose each 
other, we are striving for 
excellence together. The 
other who challenges me is 
the condition for the possi
bility of my achievements. 
In this sense I ought to be 
thankful for a worthy oppo
nent. This attitude is essen
tial for sportsmanship.

• The middle way 
between the extreme views 

of competition stresses the value of participation in this 
kind of practice.

If the only purpose in playing sports is winning, and I 
lose, then what's the point? If I expect to lose, why bother to 
compete? On the other hand, if the only point is to have fun

Detroit Tigers manager Buddy Bell, left, argues with umpire 
Dale Ford over a called third strike during a 1997game.

PHILOSOPHERS COLLABORATE OH BOOK
The book is Craig's fault.
My long-time friend from graduate school, Craig 

Clifford, intellectually energetic and obsessive about 
certain moral and educational matters, 
was convinced that the world needed 
a book about sportsmanship. I wasn't 
so sure. Whenever we talked, our con
versation often turned to the topic of 
sport — and then to sportsmanship.
Since our usual larger topic was the 
moral decline of civilization, and we 
were both sports participants and fans, 
it was inevitable that we would turn our 
perspectives, as "philosopher-kings," to 
behavior in sports. Plus, we were not 
simply academic eggheads.

Craig's Ph.D. in philosophy helped 
qualify him to be a college tennis coach.
(He's also a state champion archer, with 
Olympic hopes.) My own philosophical 
education also appeared to be an idiosyncratic back
ground for pursuits in athletics: countless hours spent 
playing and coaching various sports. We both knew our

way around the library and the locker room; we had 
every right, or so it seemed, to offer the first and last 
word on such matters, if such words were required.

After much persuasion, I finally came 
around to Craig's perspective. Something 
needed to be said and done. As we began to 
work on our book, we realized that we were 
not alone in our interest to revive the tradi
tional language of sportsmanship and reclaim 
the moral possibilities of sports, in our 
emphasis on "respect for opponents" and the 
other basic principles of sportsmanship.

But unless we could give reasons for these 
principles, our prescriptions would appear 
to be groundless imperatives, ignored by 
athletes, coaches and fans, and treated as 
unrealistic moralizing. We reject the view 
that winning at all costs is the only thing 
that matters in sports. We believe this 

view is based on a misunderstanding of sport and 
competition.

Hence, our book, "Coaching for Character:
Reclaiming the Principles of Sportsmanship."

Creighton University Window



Chicago Bulls' Dennis Rodman glares at referee Ted Bernhardt after being 
ejected from a game in 1996. Rodman was suspended for six games in 1996 
for head-butting a referee.

in playing, and winning doesn't matter, why try 
hard? Why bother to become better? Why be seri
ous enough to care about how I play? The win- 
ning-is-everything extreme is morally repugnant; 
the winning-is-nothing extreme is morally inane.
Winning matters, but only in the context of 
participating in a special experience of trying to 
become better, sharing common goals with 
others, joyfully competing and learning things 
about ourselves.

The winning-is-everything attitude diminishes 
the importance of all the other good things about 
sport. Who would go to a good movie and say 
the only worthwhile thing about it was how it 
turned out? An understanding of the richness of 
sport helps us sustain the balance of playfulness 
and seriousness, and this balance allows other 
important values — including sportsmanship — 
to flourish. Competitiveness — striving to win — 
is an essential part of sportsmanship.

• Sportsmanship is a matter of excellence of 
character — or, in the language of the classical 
tradition, sportsmanship is a virtue.

The English word "virtue" sometimes has the 
connotation of moral purity, of avoiding the stain 
of vice by not doing certain things. However, in 
the classical tradition of ethics, virtue has the 
very different and more robust sense of excel
lence of character. When Aristotle speaks of arete, 
he describes the characteristics of the "good" per
son in whom the best capacities of human nature 
have been realized. Athletic competition can be 
an area of our life in which we can practice 
virtue, that is, in which an excellent character 
can be developed.

• As excellence of character, sportsmanship 
involves developing good habits.

As Aristotle insisted, moral education requires habitua
tion. People need to confront situations 
in which they have the opportunity to 
develop these important human traits. If 
I lack courage, self-discipline or respon
sibility, I need opportunities to practice 
these virtues. If sportsmanship is a 
virtue, then its development requires 
practice. How coaches and parents 
respond to various kinds of conduct in 
sports tells young athletes what kind of 
character ought to be developed and 
what kind of human being they should 
attempt to become.

• Sportsmanship requires developing 
an attitude and a habit of respect.

A good sport ought to respect opponents because they 
provide opportunities to excel, and human excellence is

worthy of respect. Showing respect for opponents requires 
giving your best effort, avoiding displays of disrespect,

refraining from gamesmanship (taunt
ing), celebrating victory respectfully, 
engaging in rituals of respect like the 
postgame handshake, and being guid
ed in difficult circumstances by the 
Silver Rule — "Do not do to others 
what you do not want them to do to 
you."

• Sportsmanship requires good 
judgment and self-understanding.

If an opponent repeatedly taunts 
me and disrespects the game by 
cheating or by ignoring important tra
ditions and customs in some sport, 

how do I respond in such a way that my behavior reflects 
my understanding of the need for a good opponent and my 
own respect for the game? There are clear cases of good and
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bad sportsmanship, and stories are helpful in showing these 
transparent examples. It is easy to see how attempting to 
injure an opponent or physically assaulting an official are 
classified. However, in some situations the best we can do is 
struggle for wisdom as we deliberate in light of certain 
principles of respect.

The way in which good character is built in sport resists 
the simplistic model of the tidy application of principles to 
difficult situations. An additional reason for this involves 
the role of self-understanding in the development of charac
ter. When sport is wisely handled by coaches and parents, it 
provides opportunities to understand truths about oneself 
and one's relationships to others.

Sportsmanship requires that we have some realistic 
understanding of ourselves — a recognition of our limita
tions along with our sense that we can become better, we 
can develop and excel in extraordinary ways.

• Athletic achievement ought to occasion humility.
Achievement in athletics often requires hours and hours 

of dedication, hard work and sacrifice. Yet it is also a matter 
of being gifted with talent and good fortune. While it's nat
ural for the athlete to claim his just rewards for winning the 
Big Game because he worked so hard, some comments 
seem to imply that the winner came out on top because of 
his moral superiority. The winner is often praiseworthy 
because of his hard work and perseverance, but that seems

Both benches cleared during a fight between the Milwaukee Brewers and the Cleveland Indians in 1996. During the brawl, 
Cleveland pitcher Julian Tavarez slammed umpire Joe Brinkman to the ground.
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to tell only part of the story. Good or great athletes are gift
ed, and it is appropriate to respond to the magic moments 
of victory with a touch of humility, thankfulness and even 
reverence. From a larger perspective, good athletes are 
extraordinarily lucky to be so gifted. Their pride ought to be 
mediated by recognizing this fact with a sense of humility 
for its significance.

Why sportsmanship? Because the nature of sport 
requires it. Sport understood as rule-governed competitive 
athletic play requires — and therefore can teach — certain 
character traits. If the game is valuable — if we play the 
game for its joy, for its educational value, for its intrinsic 
beauty, for the truth about ourselves that it opens up — then

sportsmanship is indispensable.
Because it matters what sort of human beings we are — 

and what sort of human beings our children become. 
Because it's better for human beings to be courageous, 
disciplined, fair, honest, responsible, humble and wise than 
not to be. The complex character traits that we refer to as the 
virtue of sportsmanship are useful — good character helps 
us win games, run a business, develop friendships — 
but we should be careful not to reduce sportsmanship to 
mere expediency.

Because good character is good for its own sake, whether 
we are "rewarded" for it or not. Or, in traditional ethical 
terms, sportsmanship is its own reward. E53

10 WAYS TO RAISE A GOOD SPORT
1

 Expect respect. Parents are wise to expect respect 
from their youngsters for opponents, teammates, 

coaches and officials. The sandbox is not too early a 
place to start. Respect encompasses attitudes and 
behaviors.

2 Model respect. Your actions — and attitudes — 
speak volumes. Be a good role model in your own 

behavior toward players, coaches and officials.

3 Reinforce good sportsmanship. Reward good 
sportsmanship, and develop guidelines for 

dealing with unsportsmanlike behavior.

4  Encourage a wider perspective. Help your child 
to take the perspective of other participants in 

sports, to walk in others' shoes.

5 Use the language of sportsmanship. The follow
ing words resonate with the true spirit of the 

game: character, integrity, "class," dignity, respect, 
sportsmanship, honor, humility. Don't be afraid 
to use them.

6 Discuss the two sides of sports. Talk about its 
competitive and playful aspects.

7 Look beyond the headlines. Discuss news stories 
and TV clips related to sportsmanship — both 

good and bad — with your child.

8 Promote reflectiveness about sportsmanship. Ask
questions of your youngster that encourage

1997 European Player of the Year Ronaldo, right, 
shakes hands with Alessandro del Piero before a 
soccer match in Turin, Italy in April.

reflection on real-life sports experiences.

9 Encourage personal responsibility. The winner- 
loser mentality often is expressed in whining and 

excuses on the one hand and boasting and worse on 
the other. Encourage personal responsibility through 
a wider understanding of sports.

1|| Help your child remember to play. Nurture in 
I I I  your child the inherent fun of the game.

Summer Issue 1998 11



By Eileen WirthThey'd been housed on the shelves of the TePoel Rare 
Book Room of the Klutznick Law Library for more 
than 23 years, seldom used in the hectic press of 
normal business. Although it was known for years that this 

collection of 750 old books included some special and rare 
pieces, a clear and complete descrip
tion of the contents and identity of 
these materials was missing.

However, in May 1997, that 
changed dramatically.

Creighton law librarians planning 
for the $3.6 million library expansion 
rediscovered that the long-ignored 
room contained a bibliophile's dream -  
a treasure trove of 16th and 17th centu
ry treatises on the development of 
British law, many in mint condition. 

Today, this collection is being con
served in a state-of-the-art, security- and climate-controlled 
room. Works from the collection, such as a beautifully 
preserved 1766 edition of Blackstone's Commentaries on the 
Laws of England, are prominently displayed in a lighted 
case -  a focal point of the library.

"By maintaining and displaying this collection, we want 
to inspire our students," said Associate Law Library

Kitchel, associate 
director of the 
law library.

Director Ann Kitchel. "These books are not irrelevant. They 
are more than museum pieces. Much of the collection 
is the foundation of the law that every first-year student 
must study."

A rare find: a 1766 edition of Blackstone's 
Commentaries on the Laws of England.

Kitchel said the value of the collection came to light 
when she and Catalog Librarian Hua Li were planning what 
to do with the old books during and after the renovation.

"Generally they were regarded as old historical materi
als, not necessarily unique or rare," said Kitchel. However,

12 Creighton University Window



Plwtos by Kent Sievers

the old rare book room was being demolished and the 
books had to be moved, so a closer look at the collection 
was mandatory. The results of this exami
nation were startling.

"We found book after book that was 
rare and old and very significant to the 
development of British legal history," said 
Kitchel. Many of the works were authored 
in the 12th century, then printed after 
printing was developed in the 15th 
century.

Law Dean Lawrence Raful recalled the 
excitement which the finds generated.
"Li's enthusiasm was unbelievable. She 
was the first to recognize the value of 
the material."

"I was really surprised that we have 
materials at the Creighton Law Library 
dating back to the 16th century," Li said.
"Now our main task is to preserve this 
rare collection."

Some of the most significant items in 
the collection include:

• Henry Bracton's De Legibus Angliae, a 
13th century work which, Kitchel said,
"represents the first written description 
of British common law in its entirety."
Creighton's copy is a first edition of the printed work dated 
1569, the most important work in the collection.

• Glanville's Tractatus, a first edition published in 1554, 
one of the first printed legal treatises in British legal history. 
The book is "tremendously important" in the development 
of land law, Kitchel said.

• Sir William Stanford's Les Flees del Coron, the first book 
on British criminal law, published in 1583, an example of a

book written in the French legal language. Most other 
antique volumes are written in Latin.

The books' new home: A display case, with special lighting, and a 
temperature- and humidity-controlled room help preserve these rare finds.

• Thomas Littleton's Tenures, printed in 1569. While 
the volume is not a first edition, it is especially interesting 
because it contains marginal notes handwritten by a 
person of that time.

Kitchel said both she and Li were amazed at the 
excellent condition of many of the books, considering 
their age and the previous lack of climate-controlled 
storage.
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Some are bound in vellum, which is made from animal 
skins, she said. Many of these 400-year-old books have cot
ton pages which are still white and not the least bit fragile. 
Kitchel was able to safely riffle through the pages of one, 
much as she would a contemporary book.

The Stanford book is a fine example of the art of gilding 
pages with gold. The book also has an embossed leather 
cover and embossed pages with beautiful block printing. 
"When we looked at the gold edges, we knew it wasn't 
spray paint," Kitchel said with a smile.

In addition to the historic British legal commentaries, the 
collection includes interesting individual items such as 
deeds of land from England between the years 1558 and 
1685. The handwritten illustrated documents are on a vel
lum-like material which is more like leather than paper.

There also are some historic American items such as a 
copy of the U.S. Code published in 1796. This contains the 
laws passed in the first session of the Second Congress. 
There's also a receipt signed by Abraham Lincoln while he 
was a lawyer in Illinois.

Kitchel said that no one knows for sure where the collec
tion originated because there are no records documenting 
its source. However, it seems likely that a collector years 
ago donated a private library to the university.

With the help of computers and today's vigilant record
keeping, the collection will be monitored closely. "We are 
still in the process of creating a bibliography and catalog," 
Kitchel said. "We will make (the records) available in our 
online catalog."

Kitchel said that Creighton's challenge now is to con
serve the works. The collection's longtime location in a 
dark, interior room helped protect it, but there has been 
some damage. One book, for example, had its cover taped 
to keep it from falling off.

"The books were protected from natural light," she said. 
"There was no humidity or temperature control, but the 
books were kept in the dark for 20 years. They were not 
handled."

Since discovering the value of the collection, law librari
ans have learned a great deal about proper handling and 
protection of antique books, she said. "We have learned to 
lay materials flat to reduce stress on bindings." Librarians 
also don cotton gloves whenever they pick up a rare book.

The new rare book room is temperature- and humidity- 
controlled to adjust to changing conditions outside. Even 
light coming from the new display case is filtered to pre
vent harm from ultraviolet rays. A fire suppression system 
uses gas instead of water. A tight security system has been 
installed. The books are stored on old cherrywood shelving 
rather than new, because new wood would emit harmful 
gases as it cures.

Kitchel said that faculty members will be allowed to 
examine the rare book collection by appointment. Students 
will be encouraged to view the changing displays.

Raful praised the skill and dedication of the Law Library

staff members for their work on the rare books project and 
the entire renovation of the library.

The ambiance is that of a major law firm -  elegant but 
understated. And it includes an amazing focal point that 
none of its original planners could have imagined! ESS

aw Library
Construction Complete
The Klutznick Law Library renovation and 

expansion project, which began in May of 1997, was 
completed last December at a cost of $3.6 million. 
Donations ranged from $10 to $500,000 and came 
from alumni, parents of alumni, staff, faculty and 
Omaha lawyers through the Creighton 2000 
Campaign.

The Law Library, including the rare book room, 
will be dedicated Oct. 2,1998, at Creighton. The 
event is open to the public.

Second-year law student Dana Christian, left, and 
third-year law student Martha Dunn chat on the 
new staircase inside the renovated law library.
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einert, Health Sciences Libraries House Rarities

Klutznick Law Library isn't
Creighton's only repository of rare 

books and documents. An elegant 
room near the main office of Reinert 
Alumni Library is home to another 
fascinating collection of books and 
artifacts, as is the Health Sciences 
Library/Learning Resource Center.

According to Lauralee Grabe, 
head of technical services, the 
Reinert collection shares a com
mon woe with the Klutznick rare 
book collection -  no one is sure 
where many of the items . .=
originated.

Grabe said that the Reinert rare p  
book room, which resembles a pri
vate library in a turn-of-the-century 
mansion, houses between 2,600 and 
3,000 items in locked cases which line 
the walls.

Some of the most 
significant items 
include:

• A first edition 
(1669) of Milton's 
Paradise Lost in "mint 
condition."

• A stone Egyptian 
hieroglyphic bill of 
sale dating to 2000 
B.C.

• A gorgeous 
Dutch prayer book, A 
Book of Hours, dated 
1301. The hand-copied 
vellum book includes 
gold leaf illuminations 
and initials in red and 
blue. The book proba
bly was produced in a 
monastery.

• A first edition 
of a speech on the 
Boston Massacre 
delivered by Benjamin Hichborn in 
1777.

• A handwritten diary of a Union 
soldier named Jasper Hall who was 
captured at Chickamauga, in north
west Georgia. The diary describes his

life in several Confederate prisons.
Some works are amusing by 

today's standards, said Grabe. 
Librarians especially have enjoyed a 
1797 work published in London called 
A Plan for the Conduct of Female

A 1743 translation of Dr. Laurence 
Heister's A General System of Surgery 
in Three Parts is housed in Creighton's 

Health Sciences Library/Learning 
Resource Center.

The rare book room inside the Reinert Alumni Library resembles a private 
library in a turn-of-the-century mansion. It houses between 2,600 and 3,000 

items and features some of the furnishings of Creighton's founders.

Education in Boarding Schools. The book 
details rules for dress and habits of 
young women which bear little resem
blance to today's standards. There's 
even an anti-Catholic tract published 
in London in 1726 called Popery Truly

Stated and Briefly Confuted.
Grabe said that the collection 

includes information on the Creighton 
family history and Omaha history 
which students and faculty are 
allowed to use.

The room provides a strong visual 
link with Creighton's founders. Some 
of the furnishings include the piano, 
a rocking chair, a hurricane lamp, a 
grandfather clock and portraits of 
Edward and Mary Lucretia 
Creighton that originally belonged 
to members of the Creighton family.

The Health Sciences Library and 
Learning Resource Center also has 
some rare books and historic medical 
instruments but no specific rare book 
room, said Director Jim Bothmer.

The instruments, which include a 
collection of antique microscopes and 

a Civil War surgeon's 
kit, are on display in 
a History of Medicine 
area, he said. The 
books are kept in 
locked cabinets to 
preserve them.

Three especially 
interesting volumes 
were donated by Dr. 
Harold Hand, an 
alumnus from 
Stockton, Calif.
They are:

• A Treatise on 113 
Diseases of the Eye by 
Richard Bannister, a 
first edition published 
in 1622.

• A Treatise on the 
Operations of Surgery 
with a Description and 
Representation of the 
Instruments Used in

Performing Them, by Samuel Sharp, 
published in 1739.

• A General System of Surgery in 
Three Parts Containing the Doctrine 
and Management by Laurence Heister 
(1743).
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E
arly next month, the 25 members 
of the men's soccer team will 
return to campus, taking to the 

field for intensive work on ball skills 
and life skills. Many of them will

arrive after 
spending the 
summer in 
national and 
international 
competition. 
After last 
year's 16-5-1 
season, they 
are shooting 
for another 
record-break
ing year. 
Creighton has 
become a 
powerhouse 

in soccer in a remarkably short time.
Since 1992, the Bluejays have 

played in six straight NCAA tourna-

Bret Simon, 
Creighton's men's 
head soccer coach.

Left: Jeff Deist goes for the ball in 
a match last year against St. Louis. 
Deist, an All-Missouri Valley Conference 
first-team selection, was one of seven 
seniors on last year's squad.

ments, and the team advanced to the 
national semifinals in 1996, to play in 
soccer's version of the Final Four in 
Richmond, Va. Creighton claims one 
of the winningest Division I men's 
soccer programs in the 1990s. The 
Bluejays' 119-32-11 record from 1990 
through 1997 ranks the team fifth 
nationally in winning percentage 
(.769) over those years.

Omaha fans appreciate good soccer, 
Creighton's Men's Head Soccer Coach 
Bret Simon contends. "Soccer has a 
strong reputation here in the Midwest 
as a very athletic, physical and 
aggressive sport, i 
because of the 
nature of our 
weather and the 
field conditions. What differentiates 
our players is that many are from 
warm weather climates, and they have 
been trained in different styles of play. 
There are many ways to win a game, 
ranging from brute force to skillful 
finesse. We work hard to play more 
skillful, more exciting, more 
artful ball."

Creighton fans share the enthusi
asm of millions of soccer fans from

around the world, many of whom 
converged in France June 10-July 12 
for the Federal International Football 
Association's World Cup games.

Richard Mulrooney, below left, will 
lead the Creighton attack this year. 
The senior from Memphis, Tenn., is a 
two-time All-Midwest Region pick 
with 35 career assists and 
11 career goals.
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Lady Jays' soccer coach Ira "Peanut" Philson meets with 
young soccer players through the Peanut Gallery and 
Creighton soccer camps and clinics.

The history of soccer at Creighton 
reflects the history of soccer nation
wide. Although the rules of the game 
were formed in England's prestigious 
public schools and universities more 
than 130 years ago, soccer was a late
comer to U.S. playing fields — and to 
Creighton. Starting in 1979 and gradu
ally building up interest and momen
tum, Creighton soccer struggled in the 
1980s and eventually took a back seat 
to the university's other sports. The 
soccer program was discontinued in 
1985 after a particularly disappointing 
season (5-12-0), but it was welcomed 
back to campus in 1990 under the 
direction of Coach Bob Warming. 
Within three years, Creighton's team 
was ranked first in the nation, and 
among Warming's outstanding 
recruits was his new assistant coach, 
Bret Simon, who took over Warming's 
duties in 1995. Warming accepted a 
director of athletics position at 
Furman University, Greenville, S.C., in 
1995, then a head coach assignment at 
Old Dominion in Norfolk, Va., in 1996. 
In 1997, he joined the staff of Saint 
Louis University as head men's soccer 
coach, where he is today.

In a very short time, Creighton's 
men's soccer team not only captured 
the hearts and attention of Bluejay 
fans and Nebraskans, it also captured 
the interest of national sportswriters

and the attention of 
competitors and high 
school stars around 
the country.

In addition to Final 
Four play, the 
Bluejays also have 
won five Missouri 
Valley Conference 
regular-season cham
pionships and five 
tournament champi
onships, holding a 
32-3-2 record in regu
lar-season games 
against Valley teams 
since joining the 
league in 1991.

The team has an 
81-19-5 record since 

Simon joined Creighton as assistant 
coach in 1993. Simon, who was NAIA 
District 25 "Coach of the Year" in 
1989,1991 and 1992 at Berry College 
in Rome, Ga., was named Missouri 
Valley Conference "Co-Coach of 
the Year" in 1996.

The Creighton soccer team hosts an 
annual carnival on campus for area 
youth. The carnival features games and 
Creighton players and coaches.

But beyond the records and acco
lades are other important achieve
ments. Despite the demands of team 
schedules and rigorous academic pro

grams, Creighton's soccer players 
since 1990 have either graduated or 
are on track to graduate. Players who 
have left early have a window of time 
to complete their degrees.

"We consider that one of our most 
important records," Simon pointed 
out. "Creighton is a very challenging 
academic institution, and our students 
come here first of all for the aca
demics. When we recruit, we acknowl
edge that right away."

And who are the student athletes 
he has recruited?

They are clever, intelligent, 
resourceful and skillful scholars and 
ball handlers who come from homes 
as far away as Mexico City, Toronto, 
San Diego, Scottsdale, Atlanta, Dallas, 
Denver, Des Moines, Decatur, Batavia 
and Chicago.

"Every school has a different pro
file for its soccer players. Ours are 
smart," Simon said proudly. "But 
what separates them from many 
others is that they are well-rounded 
students and involved members of 
our community who happen to have 
strong soccer-playing abilities."

Unlike many other sports, where 
body types often play key roles in 
determining an athlete's success, soc
cer has no perfect prototype, Simon 
said. Several of Creighton's players 
have topped 6 feet, 4 inches and 200 
pounds, and others have tipped the 
scales at little more than half that 
weight. "Johnny Torres, who was 
named the nation's leading soccer 
player while he was here, stood 5 feet, 
7 inches on a good day and never 
exceeded 130 pounds, but he was as 
quick-thinking as can be, as clever and 
skillful as any player I've ever seen, 
and he was very, very fast."

Torres ranks among Creighton's 
legendary student athletes. He was 
named "Player of the Year" by Soccer 
America in 1997 and won the presti
gious Hermann Trophy (soccer's 
Heisman) the same year. Articles in 
USA Today and Sports Illustrated fea
tured the Colombia native after he 
earned his U.S. citizenship; he cele
brated his achievement four days later
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Mrtff Whiteley of Richardson, Texas, returns to Creighton this fall after a productive 
freshman campaign. Whiteley, a USA Today Top 25 recruit out of high school, had 
eight goals and three assists as a midfielder for the Bluejays last year.

with an exceptional four-goal game 
against the College of Charleston. 
Torres also was honored as a national 
"Hometown Hero" for his community 
service work during the Children's 
Miracle Network annual telethon, and 
the Omaha World-Herald selected him 
as its 17th Frederick Ware Memorial 
Award winner, recognizing the 
Creighton soccer player as the top col
legiate student-athlete in Nebraska.

Last spring Torres signed with the 
New England Revolution, one of the 
12 Major League Soccer teams. Three 
other Creighton alums, Brian Kamler, 
Zion Renfurm and Ross Paule also are 
on current Major League rosters.
Paule was the 1996 Missouri Valley

Conference "Player of the Year" and 
left Creighton for the Colorado Rapids 
his junior year, as the only underclass
man selected in the Major League 
Soccer draft. Other alumni play on 
recreational, semiprofessional or inter
national teams.

Not all of Creighton's ball handlers, 
past or present, are copies of Johnny 
Torres, but Simon can point out 
numerous success stories, some from 
surprising sources.

The coach calls Matt Mendlick the 
"most inspiring player" of last year's 
team. Mendlick, who graduated this 
past spring, was a walk-on who grad
ually became a starter his senior year. 
"His name was on the dean's list

Junior Tom 
Zawislan of 
Brampton, 
Ontario, 
Canada, will be 
Creighton's 
starting goal
keeper this 
year.

W s
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small university rich in the 
Jesuit tradition, a universi
ty with small class sizes 
and big names in 
academia," Simon said.
"Nowadays those are still 
strong selling points, but, 
in addition, we have our 
standing as a soccer power
house."

Simon and his staff vie 
with the top soccer schools 
in the nation — Virginia,
UCLA, Princeton, Duke,
Clemson, Indiana and 
William & Mary — for 
recruits. "We look predomi
nantly at nationally ranked 
players, many of whom 
have traveled overseas and 
represented the United 
States in their age groups' 
world championships," the 
coach said.

But Simon doesn't just 
sell recruits on the team.
He emphasizes that soccer 
may be an athlete's first 
priority when he is on the 
field, but off the field, he 
will be required to main
tain high scholastic stan
dards and a level of 
community activism.
Simon challenges high 
school juniors and seniors 
to consider what they can offer to 
Creighton and to the community out
side Creighton's campus.

"We're looking for solid citizens as 
well as solid students and solid 
soccer players," the coach said. 
"We look for kids willing to give 
back to the community. That's a 
requirement in our program. For 

most kids, that's a turn-on. We find 
students all over the country who are 
anxious to do things for others."

Through the Peanut Gallery, creat
ed by former CU player and current 
Lady Jays' soccer coach Ira "Peanut" 
Philson, the Bluejays visit with thou
sands of the area's youth every year, 
using soccer as the stage to carry mes
sages about the importance of staying

intensity ball:

BALANCED perspective on

m - -

m

Brian Mnllan tallied seven goals atidseven assists 
as a freshman forward for the Bluejays last 
season. The Littleton, Colo., native was a high 
school All-American and the 1996 Gatorade 
Colorado Player of the Year.

drug-free, living a healthy lifestyle, 
making wise choices and maintaining 
proper nutrition. The Peanut Gallery 
is a community service program oper
ated by Creighton's men's and wom
en's soccer teams. Bluejays serve as 
mentors to young soccer players, and 
they meet children in schools,
YMCAs, Boys' Clubs, hospitals and 
other facilities where a helping hand is 
needed. Also, more than 2,000 young
sters, some from other states and 
nations, attend Creighton soccer 
camps and clinics each summer.

"The one thing that separates our 
program and our players is that they 
are well-rounded individuals," Simon 
said. "We evaluate our players, not 
just on their playing ability or the

every semester," Simon said, "and he 
gradually worked his way up, thanks 
to a lot of hard work, long practices 
and determination."

Creighton's soccer team offers 
about 10 scholarships among its 25 
team members, so the coaches rely 
strongly on students who play for the 
challenge and love of the sport. When 
Creighton's coaches hit the road to 
recruit students, they tell a different 
story from what many other college 
and university coaches relate. Simon 
doesn't pull punches about what will 
be expected of the team members: 
hard work in the classrooms and in 
the community as well as on the field.

"When soccer returned to 
Creighton in 1990, Bob Warming 
recruited on the basis of Creighton's 
academic strengths and its standing as 
a well-known and well-respected

Zion Renfurm, a 
senior last year, is 
now a member of 
Major League 
Soccer's Dallas Burn.



number of goals they score, but on 
how they are doing in every aspect of 
their lives here."

Routinely, the coaches and the team 
members discuss how they can 
become better students and better citi
zens. "We let them know that they can 
make the world a better place — and 
we expect them to try," Simon said.

Thanks to the team members' 
involvement in the community and to 
successes on the field, the community 
is a strong soccer booster. Creighton's 
games draw large and enthusiastic 
crowds, and the soccer camps and 
clinics fill to capacity with young 
players each summer.

According to Simon, soccer ranks 
nationally right behind basketball in 
participating numbers, and it is rapid
ly growing as a spectator sport. He cit
ed the new television contract recently 
acquired by the 12 professional soccer 
franchises of Major League Soccer, the 
new professional league. "And on the 
college level we see interest in soccer 
increasing every year," he said. "One 
of our goals is to promote a ripple 
effect within our community, encour
aging more youngsters to participate 
and more fans to appreciate the 
sport."

Every year Creighton ranks among 
the nation's top 10 soccer programs 
for attendance at home soccer games. 
Last season, the Bluejays were fifth 
nationally. They play on Tranquility 
Field, which belongs to Omaha's 
Parks & Recreation Department and 
holds as many as 5,000 spectators. 
Thousands attend the home games, 
and the coach hopes for a larger and 
more convenient facility with 
enhanced accommodations for 
spectators.

"We aim to achieve a level of high- 
intensity ball. We enjoy the art of the 
game," Simon said. "But in the long 
run, we want our student athletes to 
leave Creighton with a more balanced 
perspective on life. We want them to 
develop a sense of responsibility and a 
greater respect for all people. That's 
what participating in a sport should 
be all about." E3

^  Major League

Soccer
RECORDS

Broken
BY CREIGHTON 

ALUMNI

Former Creighton soccer play
ers Johnny Torres (New England 
Revolution) and Ross Paule 
(Colorado Rapids) are in Major 
League Soccer's record books. 
Paule set a record for the shortest 
time between goals (1 minute, 7 
seconds) in a May 31 match 
against the Kansas City Wizards. 
Torres has the second-fastest goal 
ever -  scoring 30 seconds into 
New England's June 7 match 
against the Los Angeles Galaxy.
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Torres drives the ball past D.C. United defenseman Carlos Llamosa as a 
member of Major League Soccer's New England Revolution.
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By Pamela Adam s Vaughn

This summer, Fr. Bernard Portz ful
filled a dream of returning to the 
Milwaukee area to be near his fami

ly, ending his 31-year relationship with 
Creighton. He is now living in the Saint 
Camillus community for retired Jesuits. 
His absence from the Creighton communi
ty, the choir and the classroom will not be 
easily filled.

It was a different Creighton 
University that Fr. Portz 
encountered on June 1,1957.
He would have walked up 
a brick-paved California 
Street to the door of the 
Administration Building, 
and a youthful Carl Reinert,
S.J., then Creighton's presi
dent, probably would have 
greeted him with character
istic warmth.

The young Jesuit mathe
matician from Sioux Falls,
S.D., fresh out of college 
with a degree in mathemat
ics from St. Louis University, 
had come to Creighton to 
teach for the summer. His 
field was linear algebra.

It was the beginning of a 
long and special relation
ship.

Fr. Portz would return to 
Creighton for summer teach
ing appointments in 1960

and 1961, and, following teaching 
assignments at Marquette University 
High School, Jesuit College in St. 
Benifacius, Minn., and Normandale 
State Junior College in Bloomington, 
Minn., would return to Creighton to 
stay as mathematics instructor in 1970. 
His teaching subjects would range 
from algebra and trigonometry to 
Calculus I, II and III.

During his Creighton years, Fr. 
Portz was to give of himself in ever 
wider arenas. A gifted musician who 
studied voice at Manhattanville and 
Alverno colleges and the University of 
Minnesota, he became more and more 
involved in the liturgies at St. John's. 
Students came to know him not only 
as their mathematics professor but as 
director of the liturgical choir.

He infused the music of 
the Mass with grace and 
passion, awakening stu
dents and parishioners to 
subtleties of phrasing and 
meaning. His specialty 
was the unforgiving but 
compelling sound of 
a capella singing. Over the 
years, Creighton's Mass of 
the Holy Spirit, Midnight 
Mass at Christmas, 
Founders' Day and Holy 
Week Masses and 
Baccalaureate Mass have 
been shaped by his influ
ence and sensitivity.

Fr. Portz's love of 
music and mathematics 
led him to the Omaha 
Symphonic Chorus, where 
he put to work his twin 
talents as the organization's 
treasurer, and member of 
the board of directors
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Fr. Portz, baton in hand, was as familiar a sight directing the liturgical 
choir at St. John's Church on campus as he was teaching mathematics 
in the classroom.

and executive committee.
He also turned to music composi

tion and over the years wrote music 
and lyrics for responsorial psalms and 
hymns. A special piece he wrote for 
the Omaha Symphonic Chorus recent
ly made its debut.

Fr. Portz's ear also was attuned to 
his students, his parishioners and his 
colleagues, their struggles and accom
plishments. A good listener, he was 
patient with a wide array of learners, 
whether they were wrestling with 
calculus, a cantata or a first year of 
teaching.

He once said that helping students 
grow as people was the most impor
tant subject Creighton taught.

Fr. Portz became known for his 
scholarship and contagious joy. Once, 
on being asked what he thought St. 
Ignatius might find if he stopped by 
his classroom, Fr. Portz said, "I hope 
he'd see the students' joy in learning, 
the intense concentration on the work, 
the interest that is absorbing ... the 
learning and appreciating ... and 
fulfillment."

He was honored with the 
Distinguished Teaching Award for 
mathematics by Upward Bound in

1982. In 1985, he received 
Creighton's Distinguished 
Service Award, and was 
inducted into the Jesuit 
Honor Society, Alpha Sigma 
Nu, by Creighton students. 
Long involved with 
Creighton's Mathematics 
Field Day, Fr. Portz was 
honored last year at the 
annual event.

In May 1994, he officially 
retired as assistant professor 
of mathematics and comput
er science. But he continued 
to teach a calculus class each 
semester through the fall of 
1996, even though health 
problems made it difficult 
for him to stand. Leave it to 
a mathematician — and 
dedicated teacher — to find 
a solution to the problem! 
According to one colleague, 
Fr. Portz chose to lecture to 
students from his chair and 
worked with an assistant to 
write formulas and notes on 
the board.

He met his commitment 
to the math lab with the

same spirit, driving a car to the lab 
three times per week when the walk 
became too difficult.

"He's genuinely a good person," 
Dr. John Mordeson said of Fr. Portz. 
"And he wasn't a bad athlete, either," 
the mathematics colleague chuckled, 
recalling several student vs. faculty 
softball matches during which Fr. 
Portz shone.

"He never brought up the subject 
of religion to me," recalled another 
colleague, Dr. Michel Mallenby of the 
Mathematics and Computer Science 
Department. "But he didn't need to. 
He is a living example: His goodness 
just shines through." E3

Department colleague Dr. Michel Mallenby 
wishes Fr. Portz well following a farewell 
Mass for the Creighton Jesuit at St. John's 
Church this past May.

One of the many tasks Fr. Bernard Portz 
undertook at Creighton, as director of 

the liturgical choir, was setting the Psalms to 
music. Among his favorites was Psalm 96.

Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all you lands.

Sing to the Lord, bless his name;
announce his salvation, day after day. 

Tell his glory among the nations;
among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

From Psalm 96

Here, one can imagine the Creighton 
Jesuit joining forces with the ancient 
psalmist — both bent on sharing their faith 
with their people through the medium of 
song.
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7 1 LUMNEWS
Alumnitems

56 George Blue-Spruce Jr., DDS,
Phoenix, was appointed to the Arizona 
Governor's Council on Health, Physical 
Fitness and Sports.
70 Eugene E. Fibuch, MD, Leawood,
Kan., has been named chairman of the 
department of anesthesiology at the 
University of Missouri Kansas City School 
of Medicine. He is professor of anesthesiolo
gy at the medical school and professor of 
biologic sciences at the University of 
Missouri at Kansas City. Dr. Fibuch is on 
staff at Saint Luke's Hospital of Kansas City 
and is the associate director of medical 
affairs for quality.
73 Barbara Skrable Roseen, BSN,
Pasadena, Md., has joined HBOC, a health
care information systems organization in 
Pasadena as a senior consultant. She was 
given diplomate status by the American 
Board of Quality Assurance and Utilization 
Review Physicians, and has received certifi
cation as a managed care nurse by the 
American Board of Managed Care 
Medicine.
74 Sr. Jean A. Morrow, O.S.M., MSEdu,
Emporia, Kan., a faculty member at 
Emporia State University, was named the 
Distinguished Clinician in Teacher 
Education for 1998 by Division Four of the 
Association of Teacher Educators. The 
award was in recognition of her efforts as 
director of Emporia State University's 
Professional Development School.

Samuel P. Crawford, Arts, Dothan, 
Ala., was promoted to battalion chief with 
the Dothan Fire Department, overseeing 
four fire stations.
88 Dr. Christopher D. Zill, BS, Colorado 
Springs, Colo., has joined the staff of 
Internal Medicine Associates/Total Health 
Care in Colorado Springs.
89 Michelle L. Pokorney, BSBA, Sioux 
Falls, S.D., was promoted to director of 
development for the McKennan Health 
Services Foundation in Sioux Falls.
91 Tim G. Kudron, BSBA, Omaha, was 
promoted to controller, Gas and Power 
Marketing, at Tenaska, Inc., in Omaha.

Tracy Sutton Milius, BSOT, Omaha, 
was promoted to director of operations at 
Rehab Visions in Omaha.
93 Cathleen M. Driscoll, BA, Chicago, is 
an analyst for BancAmerica Robertson 
Stephens in Chicago and is pursuing a mas
ter of business administration degree from 
DePaul University.

William R. Pikus, BA, Green Bay, 
Wis., is sports anchor for WGBA, the NBC 
affiliate in Green Bay. He will be covering 
the Packers.
94 Dr. Dawn R. Ebach, BS, St. Louis, has 
earned a doctor of medicine degree from 
Washington University School of Medicine 
and is a pediatric resident at St. Louis 
Children's Hospital.
96  Sarah M. DeWitt Zill, MS, Colorado 
Springs, Colo., is a nurse practitioner with 
Total Health Care in Colorado Springs.

Weddings

79  Rosemary Heffernan, BSN, and Dr.
David A. Banach, Nov. 15,1997, living in 
Dunkirk, N.Y.
8 7  Shelley Smyres and Michael J. 
Schekall, MD, Feb. 14,1998, living in 
Hutchinson, Kan.
88  Julie Hughes, BSBA, and Tom
Krehbiel, May 2,1998, living in Omaha.

Christopher D. Zill, MD, and Sarah 
DeWitt Zill, MS'96, April 18,1997, living in 
Colorado Springs, Colo.
89 Amy Schwenk, BSN, and Todd Doom, 
Dec. 27,1997, living in Wagner, S.D.
92  Stephanie White and Sean P. French, 
MCS, Jan. 24,1998, living in Plano, Texas.
93 Amy Chakoff, BS, and Matt E. Bales 
Jr., BSBA, Dec. 27,1997, living in Coral 
Gables, Fla.

Jennifer Churchill and David M. 
Daniels, JD, May 3,1997, living in Loomis, 
Calif.
94 Elizabeth A. Slater, JD, MBA, and 
David F. Jasper, JD, April 5 ,1997 , living in 
Denver.

Juliet Gibson and Kevin O. Brown,
BA, April 25,1998, living in Beaver Lake, 
Neb.

Marcia A. Cottingame, BSN, and Dr.

A natomy class
INSPIRES POEM

John Manesis, MD'62, a retired radiolo
gist and published poet, recalls his anatomy 

class at Creighton and 
wonders about those 
who donated their bod
ies to science in a new 
poem titled "A 
Beginning." Manesis' 
poetry has appeared in 
16 literary magazines, 
including Wisconsin 

Review, California State Poetry Quarterly, 
Midwest Poetry Review and Mediphors. 
Manesis lives in Fargo, N.D.

A Beginning
The anatomy professor, 
clad in a long white coat, 
ushered our retinue of new students 
into the spacious dissection room 
as the afternoon light slanted 
through the high windows.
Bespectacled and serious, 
he called out names and assigned 
a foursome to each cadaver 
where we acolytes would serve 
the next year at medicine's altar.
After the first nervous moments, 
we lifted our instruments, the scalpels 
glinting in the halos of suspended 
lamps and began to study the remnants 
—  arteries and nerves, muscles and 

bones —  the covers and bindings of 
their books.
But now, at a distant point in time,
I have come to ask myself more 
about the missing words and sentences, 
the blank pages of their days.
W here were they born,
and how far did they journey,
did anyone record their stories?
How many were lost, unclaimed, 
who among them willed away the last, 
perhaps the only thing they owned?
I remember that long ago September, 
refracted in my memory's eye, 
and wonder at it all.

Editor's note: Creighton students 
currently host an annual memorial service 
to honor anatomical donors.
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A lumnews
Bryan J. Fox, Nov. 8,1997, living in Denver.

Ann Flynn, BSW , and Joel Crowe,
Feb. 13,1998, living in Lakewood, Colo.

Laura M. Hrupek, BA, and Todd A. 
Hammond, March 14,1998, living in 
Omaha.

Michelle T. James, BA, and John M. 
Stick Jr., BSBA'96, May 2,1998, living in 
Omaha.

Elizabeth Abariotes, JD, and Robert 
Walker, Oct. 4 ,1997 , living in Denver.

Sydney Marquardt and Matthew P. 
Franzese, JD, Jan. 1,1998, living in 
Alexandria, Minn.

Tara J. Caperino and Mark T. 
Menghini, BSBA, March 14,1998, living in 
Phoenix.
96  Monica McGregor, BSBA, and 
Michael L. Henkenius, JD'95, April 18, 
1998, living in Lincoln, Neb.

Bridget O'Hearn, BSBA, and Shawn 
Diederich, Sept. 27,1997, living in Omaha.

Carrie J. Weber, BA, and Seth Miller, 
April 5,1998, living in Orlando, Fla.

Meredith A. Aron, BA, and Richard S. 
Williams, May 2,1998, living in Omaha.

Priscilla D. Byrne, MS, and Michael 
G. Farrall, Dec. 20,1997, living in Austin, 
Texas.

Births

Paul E. Johnson, MD, and Patrice 
Johnson, Sioux City, Iowa, a daughter, 
Nikolina Robin, March 22,1998.
82  Christopher S. Korth, BSBA, and Joan 
Korth, Kansas City, Mo., a daughter, Jessica 
Michelle, March 9,1998.
83  William P. Halquist Jr., BSBA, and 
Joan Halquist, Oconomowoc, Wis., a 
daughter, Lauren Ann, April 9,1998.

Dr. John J. Wahle, BSMth, and 
Jacqueline Kent Wahle, BA'84, St. Louis, a 
son, Matthew Joseph, March 24,1998.
85 Dan E. Teets and Janet Berning Teets, 
BSN, Iowa City, Iowa, a daughter, Bethany 
JoAnne, Sept. 1,1997.
86  James O'Neal and Susan T. 
Kosidowski O'Neal, BA, Ellicott City, Md., 
twin sons, Brian Thomas and Jeffrey Joseph, 
May 30,1997.

Harry P. Glasser and Patricia Barrios

Glasser, BSBA, Daly City, Calif., a daugh
ter, Kathleen Anna, Dec. 13,1997.

Justin Sandoz and Patricia Janka 
Sandoz, BA, Menasha, Wis., a son, Andrew 
Robert, Dec. 1,1997.

Dr. Paul S. Zuercher, BS, and Gia 
Zuercher, Wichita, Kan., a daughter, 
Hannah Leigh, Oct. 22,1997.
88 David C. Andrews, BA, and Janet 
Andrews, Gurnee, 111., a daughter, Melinda 
Suzanne, April 28,1998.

Michael R. Pahl, BA, and Nalan Pahl, 
St. Paul, Minn., a son, Alexander Onur,
Dec. 16,1997.
89  Kevin A. Grawe and Monica Morrow 
Grawe, BA, Leawood, Kan., a son, Alec 
Morrow, Aug. 25,1995, and a daughter, 
Ryan Elizabeth, Dec. 1,1997.

Michael M. Taylor, DDS, and 
Kimberly L. Taylor, Roswell, N.M., a son, 
Myles Gibson, Nov. 21,1997.
90  Robert F. Jagger and Maureen Jones,
JD, Odessa, Fla., a daughter, Jackie Jagger, 
June 4 ,1997.

Robert M. Kowalski, JD, and Martha 
Kowalski, Chicago, two daughters,
Adriana, Dec. 31,1990, and Angelica, Nov. 
29,1993, and a son, Robert Andrew, Sept.
IO , 1997.

James G. Krist and Carrie Stuhr Krist, 
BSN, Papillion, Neb., a daughter, Morgan 
Rae, April 16,1998.

Dr. Mark G. Murphy and Kathleen 
Meehan Murphy, DDS, Douglas, Wyo., a 
daughter, Molly O'M eighan, March 31,
1998.

Bruce E. Watley, BSBA, and Deborah 
Watley, Centerville, Iowa, a son, Chase 
Evan, May 1,1997.

Michael J. Zingale, DDS, and Janet 
Schmanski Zingale, DDS, Las Cruces, 
N.M., a son, Vincent Paul, Jan. 3,1998.

Mark D. Gilroy, DDS, and Mary 
Farrell Gilroy, BSN'90, Overland Park, 
Kan., a son, Andrew Thomas, Nov. 21,
1997.

Dr. Kelly Gochenour and Lisa N. 
Kougias-Gochenour, BA, Logan, Iowa, a 
daughter, Katelyn Noel, Feb. 23,1998.

James L. Johnson II, MD, and 
Deborah Young Johnson, PharmD, 
Oklahoma City, Okla., a daughter, Claire 
Elizabeth, Nov. 14,1997.

93 Aaron A. Clark, JD, and Brenda 
Beadle Clark, JD, Omaha, a son, Jonah 
Aaron, Dec. 27,1996, and a daughter, 
Alison Claire, March 2,1998.

Bryan P. Neiman and Julie Prinz 
Neiman, BSOT, West Point, Neb., a daugh
ter, Grace Anne, April 12,1998.
94 Aaron M. Krzewinski, JD, and 
Sharon Krzewinski, Green Bay, Wis., a 
daughter, Megan, June 25,1997.
95 Capt. DuWayne Bredvik and Linda R. 
Bredvik, MA, Seguin, Texas, a son, Eric 
Paul, May 5,1997.

Philip J. Cosimano and Amy Simpson 
Cosimano, BSN, Omaha, a daughter, 
Sophie, Jan. 4,1998.
96 Brent Crouse and Terry J. Crouse, 
BSN, Omaha, a son, Benjamin, Oct. 31,
1997.

Jeffrey D. Fierro and Lara C. Fierro, 
JD, Rapid City, S.D., a son, Bennett, Jan. 23,
1998.

Jon O. Miller and Teri Oltmans
Miller, BSPha, Bellevue, Neb., a son,
Travis Jon, Sept. 6,1997.

Deaths
24 Eleanor T. (Bonqartz) O'Connor, SJN,
Omaha, March 1998.

Robert E. Stewart, DDS, Palm 
Harbor, Fla., Jan. 29,1998.
34  Maxwell C. Richards, MD, Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., Jan. 7,1998.
46 I. Erma Alton Gahm, BusAd, Onawa, 
Iowa, Jan. 18,1998.
4 8  Patricia A. Vollmer, Arts, Omaha, Jan.
9,1998.
65 Robert S. Hudek, BSBA , Harvey, 111., 
Jan. 3 ,1998.
66 Sr. M. Virginia G. Knipp, C.P.P.S.,
BA, O'Fallon, Mo., Jan. 13,1998.
69  Harold R. (Ray) Bonnett, BSBA, hus
band of Judith A. (Campbell) Bonnett, MS 
GUID'72, Omaha, Jan. 24,1998.

Mary B. (May) Larson, Arts, Des 
Moines, Iowa, date of death unknown.

James B. Thomas, BSPha, Aurora, 111., 
Jan. 13,1998.

Deanna M. (Blum) Biehle, BSMT,
Papillion, Neb., Jan. 18,1998.

___________________________________1"
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UNIVERSITY 1 \  EWS
Fr . H alley celebrates 
Golden Jubilee

Fr. Thomas Halley, S.J., associate pastor 
of St. John's Parish, celebrated his 50th year 
of ordination to the priesthood at a Mass on 
campus last month.

Fr. Halley, right, was honored during a 
Mass at St. John's. The Rev. Bert Thelen, 
S.J., left, was one of several Jesuits on 
hand to congratulate Fr. Halley on 50 
years with the priesthood.

Fr. Halley has been associate pastor at St. 
John's for 28 years. Before coming to 
Creighton in 1970, Fr. Halley taught English 
and Theology at Creighton Prep High 
School in Omaha and was involved in the 
Jesuit Mission Service.

The Creighton Jesuit is especially popu
lar among the children of St. John's Parish. 
His pockets always are loaded with candy, 
which he hands out following Mass.

On one Sunday morning, spellbound 
children watched as Fr. Halley used two 
Lifesavers, a rubber band, a Tootsie Roll and 
two sticks of gum to manufacture a tiny, 
tasty model airplane. The planes 
were gobbled up as fast as Father could pro
duce them.

Tenet establishes
NEW  EN D O W ED  CHAIR

The study of health-care efficacy is the 
focus of Creighton University's newest 
endowed chair, established by Tenet 
Healthcare Corp. in Creighton's School of 
Medicine. The $1 million Tenet Healthcare 
Endowed Chair will be inaugurated on 
Sept. 28.

The endowment is meant to further 
research on how to measure and enhance 
the quality of medical care. It is the universi
ty's 18th endowed chair and the fourth for

the School of Medicine.
Eugene Rich, M.D., professor and chair of 

the Department of Medicine, will hold the 
chair. Dr. Rich, whose research specialty is in 
medical outcomes research and quality man
agement, joined Creighton's faculty in 1996.

Dr. Rich's research has focused on deci
sion-making in general medical care, where 
he has examined federal health policy, gen
eralist physician issues, health care reform 
and its impact on academic medical centers, 
and the influence of the practice environ
ment on the process and outcome of 
medical care.

School of M edicine
N AM ES NEW  D EAN

M. Roy Wilson, M.D., has been named 
dean of the Creighton University School of 
Medicine, effective Sept. 1. Dr. Wilson has 
served as associate dean at UCLA since 1997 
and as dean of the College of Medicine at 
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and 
Science since 1995. His primary area of 
scholarly interest is ophthalmology, with an 
emphasis on glaucoma. He received his 
medical degree from Harvard Medical 
School in 1980. He has held faculty positions 
at Harvard and Howard University School 
of Medicine, in addition to Charles Drew 
and UCLA.

D r. D ickel to head 
U niversity C ollege

Timothy Dickel, Ph.D., professor and 
chair of the Education Department, was 
named dean of University College, effective 
earlier this month. He will assume responsi
bility for Summer Sessions in 1999. Dr. 
Dickel has a master's and a doctorate degree 
from Indiana University in guidance and 
counseling. He came to Creighton in 1976 
and has served as assistant to the dean of 
Arts and Sciences, associate dean of Arts 
and Sciences, director of counseling educa
tion and chair of the Education Department.

G rant funds
BA N K RU PTCY STUD Y

The American Bankruptcy Institute 
Endowment Fund has announced a grant

award to School of Law Professors Marianne 
Culhane and Michaela White to study 
means-testing in consumer bankruptcy. 
Several bills now before Congress propose 
means-testing of Chapter 7 debtors. Under 
means-testing, certain debtors would be pre
cluded from filing in Chapter 7 if they have 
the ability to fund a repayment plan in 
Chapter 13.

N ew director of
AD M ISSIO N S CH O SEN

Dennis O'Driscoll became Creighton's 
new director of admissions July 1. O'Driscoll 
most recently was a lieutenant colonel in the 
U.S. Army and associate director of admis
sions at the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point. In the last five years, O 'Driscoll's 
West Point office won 13 national college 
marketing awards. He is a graduate of Texas 
A&M and has a master's degree in educa
tion from Auburn University.

Creighton establishes 
African studies co-major

Creighton will offer a co-major in African 
studies, making use of faculty members who 
have worked or lived in Africa. The core of 
the program will draw from Creighton's 
established strength in African studies in 
history, political science, anthropology and 
English.

James Wunsch, Ph.D., professor of politi
cal science and international studies, is 
director of the new program. Dr. Wunsch, a 
former Fullbright Scholar in Ghana, has 
worked throughout Africa and took 
six years of intensive African studies at 
Indiana University.

Other faculty members include 
Ngwarsungu Chiwengo, Ph.D., of 
Creighton's Department of English, a native 
of Congo who specializes in African litera
ture; Ashton Welch, Ph.D., Department of 
History, who has worked in Nigeria and 
South Africa; and JoAnn D'Alisera, Ph.D., an 
adjunct professor in the Department of 
Anthropology, who has worked in Sierra 
Leone and Egypt and who has done research 
on recent African immigrants to the United 
States.

Students may enroll in the program 
beginning with the fall 1998 semester.
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Spirit of CreightonCreighton's highest student honor, the Spirit of Creighton, 
is conferred upon two special seniors each year at May 

commencement.
It's easy to find outstanding students at Creighton. The challenge 

comes in narrowing down the list to just two students who, among 
all of their peers, will best represent Creighton's ideals.

In 1998, College of Arts and Sciences seniors Steven Haskett and 
Megann (Margaret) Walker were chosen for the Spirit of Creighton.

An honors student from Lincoln, Neb., Megann balanced top 
academic achievement during all four of her undergraduate years 
with exceptional leadership and service. Her academic honors 
span the curriculum, with honor society membership for history, 
chemistry and biology. Megann was also president of Alpha 
Sigma Nu, the Jesuit Honor Society, and served as both a 
chemistry and a biology teacher assistant.

A member of the Student Board of Governors, Megann 
served as an important resource to students as community 
advisor, treasurer, resident advisor and assistant resident 
director.

Her commitment to her community extended well beyond the boundaries of the campus.
Through the years, Megann reached out to others at Francis House and Girls Incorporated, spring break service 
trips and the Institute for Latin American Concern in the Dominican Republic. This year, she is coordinating/staff 
member for ILAC, serving as liaison between her North American team members and the Dominican people.

Steven Haskett of Midwest City, Okla., represents a similar commitment to Creighton's ideals. An outstanding 
scholar, Steve lived in the Creighton Study Community for two years, ultimately serving as vice president, and is a 
member of the national leadership honor society, Omicron Delta Kappa. He embraced the liberal arts curriculum, 
combining a rigorous major in biology with courses in astronomy and the fine arts. A biology teaching assistant, he 
also was honored often for his academic achievements.

From the moment he arrived at Creighton, Steve's concerns went beyond the classroom. By welcoming students 
entering Creighton for three successive years, first as Freshman Seminar group leader and executive, then as coor
dinator for Freshman Orientation Welcome Week, Steve displayed his enthusiasm and dedication to Creighton. He 
also held a number of leadership positions on the Student Board of Governors.

Steve sought service to others at locations as diverse as the Omaha Boys and Girls Club and Omaha Food Bank, 
Habitat for Humanity and "A Peace Place for Children," the latter in Williamsburg, Ky.

Congratulations to Megann and Steve... and the many Creighton students you represent.
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