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From Hangzhou, China
Just a note to send our (donation) to help 
support W indow Magazine, which we 
are enjoying reading here today at Zhe
jiang Medical University. It was for
warded by Debby (Halstrom) in our 
BioMedical Communication offices and 
it is a welcome item as is everything that 
she sends about Creighton.

We applaud you for the fine article on 
St. John's Church, where our daughter 
was married last summer. We enjoyed 
the whole issue, but particularly that 
story.

Life here in Hangzhou is not that sim
ple for the jou rn alist. I am putting 
together a brochure for the Learning 
Resource Center here. It will be in both 
Chinese and English (a growing second 
language here), but will be set with cold 
type, no pictures (but some lines and 
drawings), and on cover stock. . .printed 
with only one color ink. Copy must be 
approved by the administration.

Just wanted you to know that the April 
issue of WINDOW has reached and been 
read in inland China. My regards to 
everyone.

Leon (Benny) Benschoter, 
Assistant Vice President 

for Health Sciences

Distinguished career
Enjoyed very much the Spring 1987 
WINDOW, especially the photo of the first 
graduating class.

William E Flynn, my great uncle, went 
on to a distinguished career as a public 
servant and state senator in Montana.

Thomas Flynn Burke, JD'59 
Sioux Falls, S.D.
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Letters

History was special
I enjoy the magazine very much. This 
issue of history was special. Francis, my 
husband, was at Creighton till gradu
ating in June 1932 in medicine. He died 
July 14, 1974. He would have enjoyed 
this issue of his very special school.

Catherine A. O'Leary 
Omaha

Insights
Congratulations on your superb article 
(on St. John's Church) in the Spring issue 
of W indow. This article is so interest
ing, I'm going to keep it for future use.

I'm amazed at all the information you 
give us on St. John's Church. And I'm 
delighted with the way you gave us 
insights on what was going on in the 
world at the time St. John's was being 
built.

Congratulations, also, on the many 
awards that have come to WINDOW.

John M. Scott, S.J.
Jesuit Community

Proud of Creighton
As a graduate of Creighton University; 
as a professional journalist who recog
nizes, welcom es and admires excel
lence in writing and publishing; as a 
Catholic layman who is encouraged by 
and proud of the tremendous accom
plishments achieved at Creighton and 
portrayed so accurately and vividly in 
WINDOW, it is high time I wrote to com
mend you and your staff on this superb 
publication.

I read it cover to cover each issue for 
the reasons stated above. Your topic 
selection seems endless because of the 
kind of school Creighton is, always was 
and will continue to be; that is, one which 
strives for truth at all times, excellence 
in each field of endeavor, and always 
time for the reflective moments that aid 
us on our pilgrim journey with Christ. 
I am only sorry that every person aspir
ing to a higher education does not have 
the opportunity to live the Creighton, 
or Jesuit, experience; or, in fact, to live 
the same kind of experience one can have 
in any of our other outstanding Catholic

universities in this nation. The guide- 
posts lived and experienced in this set
ting prepare those graduates to a far 
greater degree for coping with life in the 
daily world and becoming a Christian 
leader than any of the graduating men 
or women could possibly conceive of on 
their final day at the university.

T h eir h erita g e  they  had as th e ir  
advantage for whatever years they spent 
at Creighton is brought to life in a 
dynamic manner by WINDOW and I 
become more proud of that heritage as 
I read each issue and realize that the 
school I was so proud of more than 40 
years ago is one that continues to foster 
the dedicated search for excellence that 
h as b een  the C re ig h to n  h a llm ark  
throughout its 109 years.

My association with Creighton goes 
back to 1890 when my father was taken 
by buggy from Blair, Neb., to that "little 
school in the country at Omaha" by my 
great grandmother, who had developed 
a great friendship with the early Jesuits. 
She told me the floors (of St. John's 
Church) were not totally completed on 
that visit. My dad was later sent by my 
great grandparents to Creighton as a 
student in 1909 and he was graduated 
from the Dental College in 1913. That 
began a string of our family members 
that extends to this day when some of 
my nieces and nephews continue to 
enroll there, as did three of ours.

Incidentally, I obtained one of the litho 
prints of St. John's Church that were 
offered to alumni late last fall. In addi
tion, I got the name of the company and 
made arrangements to purchase the 
original painting, which I have at home. 
Some day it will belong to Creighton (to 
be) displayed in a proper place.

Ben Haller, Jr., PhBJrn'42 
Publisher, The Northwestern Banker 

Des Moines, Iowa

High quality
The high-quality format of your mag
azine is most commendable. I enjoy it 
and share it with others.

Dr. Michael J. Coury, BSBA'66 
Des Moines, Iowa

Editor's note curious
I was curious about the editor's note fol
lowing Dr. Lawler's letter in the Spring 
issue, particularly since it seemed no 
more needed after his letter than before, 
and because of your claim that you were 
pressed for space in the issue. You 
obviously felt the note was important.

So when I read it carefully, I thought 
it odd that the disclaimer for responsi
bility in WINDOW pertains specifically 
to "the administration," suggesting that 
such persons are the guardians of 
Creighton's image in the magazine or 
are particularly vulnerable to associa
tion with the opinions of Fr. (David) 
Schultenover or Dr. (Michael) Lawler.

If Creighton University must be dis
tanced from the vagaries of its thinkers, 
why is there care only for the admin
istration (heavy or light, bold or italic)? 
Should not all of us be protected as well, 
students and faculty, trustees, alumni, 
and friends?

This editorial awkwardness suggests 
that freedom and encouragement for 
responsible thinking is a problem not 
only for the theologians.

Michael Flecky, S.J.
Assistant Professor of Fine Arts

Abreast of the Hilltop
Enclosed you will find a donation. I enjoy 
reading the WINDOW and find the arti
cles to be a good way to keep abreast of 
what is happening on the Hilltop.

Scott B. Bomgaars, BSPharm'81, MD'85

Absorbing
I not only find pleasure in reading, but 
I also absorb the contents of the diverse 
topics included in WINDOW. I wish you 
success in this wonderful publication.

Sr. M. Stella Cisz, BSN'49 
Newport News, Va.
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esp ite  the hoopla 
su rrou n d in g  the b icen ten 
nial of the w riting of the 
U nited  States C onstitution , 
A m ericans are w oefully  

ign o rant of the nation's fu n d am en tal 
law.

A recen t su rvey  com m issioned  by 
the H earst C orporation  revealed  these 
facts about public u n d erstan d in g  of the 
C onstitution:

—  O nly  54 p ercen t know  that the 
p u rp ose o f the d ocu m en t w as to create 
a federal governm ent and define its 
pow ers;

—  Tw enty-six p ercen t believe the 
C onstitution's p u rp ose  w as to declare 
in d ep en d ence from  England ;

—  O nly  41 p ercen t know  that the Bill 
of R ights is the first 10 am en d m en ts ;

—  Sixty -fo u r p ercen t o f the public 
w rongly  believes that E nglish  is estab 
lished  as the national langu age;

—  A stu n n in g  45 p ercen t o f the 
A m erican  p eo p le th ink  that the p h rase , 
"F rom  each  accord ing to his ability, to 
each  accord ing to h is n eed " is fou nd  in 
the C onstitution . T h e statem en t is, of 
cou rse, a ten et o f M arxist-L en in ist 
philosophy.

A  h ig h er p ercen tag e of the peop le 
seem s to u nd erstand  at least one o f the 
p ro cesses by w h ich  the C onstitution  
can  be am en d ed . Som e th ree-q u arters 
o f the su rvey  resp on d en ts k n ew  that 
the C onstitu tion  can  be altered  by a 
tw o-th ird s vote of b oth  h o u ses o f C on 
gress, provided that th ree-q u arters of 
the states approve.

But that statistic tells n o th in g  of the 
fascinating  p ro cess by w h ich  A m erican  
p eo p le —  through  their e lected  and 
their u n elected  govern m en t —  have 
altered  (som e say tinkered w ith) the 
sh ap e of our m ost basic law.

Sch oo l ch ild ren  m ay be able to recite 
the nature and p u rp ose of som e of 
the form al am en d m en ts , su ch  as the 
one w h ich  freed the slaves, or extend ed  
the vote to w om en or estab lish ed  a 
national voting age o f 18 years. A nd a 
n u m b er o f A m ericans recall n o t only 
the p ro cess by w h ich  the 25th  A m en d 
m en t —  dealing w ith  su ccession  in 
the office o f P resid en t —  w as carried  
out in the afterm ath of the assassina

tion of Jo h n  F. K ennedy, b u t its first 
im p lem en tation , in the wake of the 
W atergate scand al and  the resignation  
of R ichard  M . N ixon.

T here is, how ever, a p rocess by 
w h ich  the C onstitution  has b een  
sh ap ed , m olded , stretch ed , and con 
tracted  w h ich  is u nkn ow n  to m ost 
outside the legal com m unity. Th is 
p ro cess is ju d icial review  and  it is not 
m entioned  in the C onstitu tion  or any 
am en d m en t.

T he doctrine of jud icial rev iew  m ain 
tains that cou rts, having the duty to 
uphold  the law, m u st, w h en  p roperly  
called upon to do so , set the law next to 
the Constitution and see if one conflicts 
w ith  the other. If it does, the law, or an 
act of the executive, is declared to be 
unconstitu  tion al.

T h is doctrine w as p roclaim ed in the 
fam ou s case of M arbury vs. M adison  
in 1803 by the greatest of all C h ief Ju s
tices in the h istory  o f the rep ublic,
Jo h n  M arshall. It w as forged in  sim ple 
logic: Since cou rts m ust decide cases 
and  since in som e cases a conflict exists 
b etw een  C onstitu tion  and law, courts 
m ust declare w h en  a law is irreconcila
ble w ith  the foundation  of governm ent.

The pow er of the cou rts to void acts 
of the coordinate branches of govern
m en t and of the states and their su bd i
v isions has generated  raging debate 
throu gh o u t the nation's history. In  one 
fam ou s en co u n ter b etw een  tw o titans,

"O,nly 54 
percent know that 
the purpose of 
the Constitution 
was to create a fed
eral government 
and define its 
powers, f  f
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Dred Scott

"NL
than 25 percent 

believe the Consti
tutions purpose 

was to declare 
independence from 

England, f  f

P resid en t A n d rew  Jackson  and C hief 
Ju stice  M arshall, the P resid en t is 
rep orted  to have said: "M r. M arshall 
has m ade h is decision; now  let him  
en force it ."

Judicial review  or a product of it has 
been im plicated in the greatest contro
versies confronting  the land . It w as the 
Suprem e C ourt's decision  in the in fa 
m ous D red Sco tt ag ain st San ford  case 
in  1857 w h ich  w as one of the cau ses 
of the Civil War. T he em in en t legal 
scholar L aurence Tribe o f H arvard  has 
w ritten  o f that d ecision , "H eed less of 
the C onstitution 's tactfu l silence, and 
evid ently  u np ersu ad ed  by the Bill of 
R ig h ts' im plicit d is tin ctio n ," the h ig h est 
cou rt in the land ru led  that citizenship  
"cou ld  not exten d  to a freed slave."

Since that tim e, the Su p rem e C ourt 
has stru ck  dow n as u nconstitu tional 
com p u lso ry  prayers in  public schools, 
the u se of physical evid ence and 
con fession s ob tain ed  in  violation of the 
Fou rth , F ifth , and  Sixth  A m en d m en ts , 
and  state lim itations on the rig ht of a 
w om an to obtain  an  abortion  w h ere no 
com p elling  state in terest exists to p re
vent that procedure.

T he doctrine of ju dicial review  
ap p ears now here in the original C on
stitu tion. No constitu tional am en d m en t 
has ever b een  su bm itted  to the states 
or passed upon by Congress authoriz
ing  the cou rts to strike dow n A cts of 
C on gress or ord inan ces of the city 
council. Yet, the doctrine h as becom e 
n o th in g  less than  the soul of the living 
C onstitu tion , as essen tia l to its vitality 
as the flesh  and bon es, that is, the 
stru ctu re o f the govern m en t, and the 
h eart, that is, the ever v ibrant Bill of 
R ights.

Judicial review  linked as it is w ith  the 
notion that the courts —  and ultimately 
the Su p rem e C ou rt —  are the final 
arbiters of the C onstitu tion , b in d s this 
nation to the ru le of law. It w ards off 
tem p orary  hysteria and p artisan  zeal.
It p laces a brake on m ajoritarian ism , no 
m atter how  w ise or seem in gly  
necessary.

In  the early days of the N ew  D eal, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt's eco
nom ic legislation faced an in tractable 
Su p rem e C ourt w hich  view ed the so-

called "socia l en g in eerin g " as violative 
of due p ro cess of law. A m an , the C ourt 
reasoned  in  case after case, has an 
in alien able right to econ om ic freedom , 
unfettered by governm ent interference. 
R oosevelt's an g ry  reaction w as his pro
posal to "pack  the cou rt," an act w hich 
w ould have added several n ew  ju stices 
to the tribunal, thus tipping the bal
ance in favor o f his econom ic agenda.

The p lan w as defeated  but the 
Suprem e C ourt form ulated  a new  
m eth od  for ju d gin g  econom ic leg isla
tion and the pow er o f C ongress over 
com m ercial m atters, thus averting a 
constitu tional grid lock. A t the sam e 
tim e, it beg an  to sh ap e a set of ru les 
u nd er w hich  som e governm ent assau lts 
on individual rights w ould be 
su b jected  to the strictest scrutiny. A s a 
con sequ en ce, freedom  o f expression  
and  religion, individual equ ality  and 
fa irn ess o f trials w ere to be raised  to 
new  heights of constitutional protec
tion, p erh ap s far beyond that con tem 
plated by the fram ers.

D u ring  the o th erw ise  tranquil E isen 
how er years, the constitu tional revolu
tion flourished , n ot becau se  of form al 
am en d m en t but through  ju dicial 
activism .

To fill the vacancy le ft by the death of 
C h ief Ju stice  Fred V in so n , P resid ent 
E isen how er n am ed  the governor of 
C alifornia , Earl W arren, the m an  w ho 
had shared  the R ep ublican  ticket w ith  
T h om as E. D ew ey in  1948. W arren, 
a tough p ro secu tor for tw o dozen years
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before h is election  to three term s as 
governor, w as to serve as C h ief Ju stice  
during a period of unparalleled devel
op m en ts in  civil rights and  civil 
liberties.

T he W arren revolution began  a m ere 
tw o m on ths after the Senate approved 
h is p erm an en t ap p o in tm en t in  early 
1954. The lan d m ark  decision o f Brown 
vs. Board o f Education cam e dow n from  
the high court, holding that racial seg
regation in  public e lem en tary  schools 
denied  equal protection  of the laws.

"Sep arate  educational facilities ," the 
n ew  C h ief Ju stice  w rote for a u n a n i
m ous cou rt, "are  in h eren tly  u n e q u a l."  
H is court struck down racial discrim i
nation in voting, state m iscegenation  
law s, and alm ost any m alap p ortion 
m en t in A m erican  voting d istricts. The 
13th , 14th and  15th A m en d m en ts to 
the C onstitu tion , outlaw ing slavery, 
g u aran teein g  due p ro cess and  equal 
p rotection  to all state citizens and 
granting  the right to vote to m ale slaves 
w h o had b een  freed , w ere b u t the 
seed s of the civil rights explosion  w hich  
took place in  the 16 years W arren p re
sided over the Suprem e C ourt.

The C onstitu tion  and its A m en d 
m en ts can  be seen  as the m erest sketch  
of an ou tline of our form  of governm ent.

The organization  of the C ongress of 
the U nited  States —  a H ouse and a 
Sen ate , qualifications, term s —  is set 
out in  the C onstitu tion . W ithou t the 
in tricate in frastru ctu re of com m ittees, 
seniority and procedure, the law mak
ing branch  w ould  be h o p elessly  sta le
m ated. Th is su bstan ce is n ot contained  
in  the C onstitution .

T he choice of P resid en t throu gh  the 
electoral college (w hich  never really 
m eets) is m and ated  in A rticle II. The 
w inner-take-all system  of castin g  e lec
toral votes is n o t m en tion ed . N or is 
an y th in g  ab ou t cau cu ses or con ven 
tions, political p arties or cam paign  
sp end in g.

That law s to im p lem en t each  of these 
co m p o n en ts of the en d u rin g  con stitu 
tional system  have b een  h am m ered  out 
and en acted  goes w ith ou t saying. It is 
the ju d iciary  w h ich  h as com e to ju d ge 
the constitu tionality  of these law s. For, 
as the W arren cou rt rem ind ed  the

nation in  Cooper vs. Aaron  in  1958, 
"Marbury vs. M adison  declared the basic 
principle that the federal ju d iciary  is 
suprem e in  the exposition  of the law of 
the C onstitu tion , and  that principle 
has ever since b een  resp ected  by this 
C ourt and  the C o u n try  as a p erm an en t 
and in d isp en sab le  feature of our con
stitu tional sy ste m ."

That the C ourt has com e to breathe 
life in to  the skeleton  o f individual 
rights should  com e as no su rp rise, 
then . If the First A m en d m en t states, 
"C o n g ress shall m ake no law resp ectin g  
an estab lish m en t of religion. . ."  w ho 
shall say w hat "e sta b lish m e n t" or w hat 
"re lig io n " m ean s?

If the 14th A m en d m en t, com in g  as it 
did on the h eels of the Civil War, guar
anteed "due process" of law to persons 
su b ject to the ju risd iction  of the states, 
is it w holly  illogical for a Su prem e 
C ourt to evaluate w h eth er lyn ch in g or 
trial w ithou t the assistan ce of a d efen se 
law yer or a ju ry  from  w h ich  b lacks or 
w om en have b een  system atically  
excluded is a denial of that right?

So m e have feared  and  som e have 
h op ed  that the Su prem e C ourt under 
C h ief Ju stice  W illiam  R eh n q u ist w ould 
com p lete  the p ro cess b eg u n  during 
the ten ure of W arren Burger b eg in n in g  
in 1969 and retu rn  to "stric t co n stru c
tio n ism ," and  "orig in al in ten t of the 
fram ers" in  in terp retin g  the C on stitu 
tion. Yet, one sch ool of th o u g h t has 
urged a retu rn  to judicial activ ism  in 
econom ic m atters, proposing a resur
rection of su bstan tive due p rocess 
w hich  m arked the h alf cen tu ry  before 
the second  N ew  D eal. T h is school, 
ironically  en o u g h , is com p o sed  of som e 
of the m o st conservative legal scholars 
at p laces like the U n iversity  o f C hicago 
and the Fed eralist So cie ty  of 
W ashington!

Strict con stru ction  is o ften  in the 
eyes of the beholder. C hief Justice 
R eh n qu ist, as an  associate ju stice , 
never h esitated  to fashion  creative 
opin ions w ith  little basis in p reced ent 
or history. O n  the other h an d , the 
W arren cou rt w as often  accused  of 
going  too far, p articu larly  in its deci
sions about the adm issib ility  of co n fes
sions or physical evidence. Som e of

Earl Warren

ning 64 percent 
of the American 
people think that 
the phrase 'From 
each according to 
his ability\ to each 
according to his 
need' is found in 
the Constitution. 
The statement is,
o f course, a tenet o f 
Marxist-Leninist 
philosophy, f  f
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the sharpest criticism has been 
reserved for the Burger court and par
ticularly a Nixon appointee, Justice 
H arry Blackm un, the author of Roe vs. 
Wade, the abortion-rights decision. Crit
ics claim that the Constitution never 
m entions a right to privacy. Therefore, 
they argue, any protection of such a 
"right" is m isplaced.

No one should be surprised, how
ever, that som e of these critics jo in  
those who would like to see econom ic 
due process restored to constitutional 
dignity, even though there is no m en
tion of that doctrine in the basic law, 
either!

The Suprem e Court has been  at the 
root of som e of the m ost significant 
constitutional changes this nation has 
seen since the small group of intrepid 
dreamers m et during that sum m er of 
1787. Constitutional developm ent is 
not the product of any single cast of 
actors, however. Courts do not hear 
cases unless real parties claim rights 
and privileges under law.

A large array of tribunals from the 
m ost humble justice of the peace court 
to the state appellate bodies to the 
federal district and circuit courts is con

stantly hearing and deciding constitu
tional claims. They mold the body of 
Am erican law, allowing m onum ental 
m atters to percolate up to the highest 
court in the land.

At the Suprem e Court, the unw ritten 
constitutional amendm ent process takes 
place in the cool, elegant halls of that 
m agnificent structure overlooking our 
nation's capital. There, the nine justices 
give shape and life to the Constitution, 
fulfilling the dream  of a nation under 
law shared by the band of delegates 
gathered in Philadelphia 200 years ago.

reighton University is producing a one-man play 
and videotape as part o f the observance of the 200th 

-\ anniversary o f the signing of the U.S. Constitution.
I The play, titled “A More Perfect Union/' features

J Omaha actor Stephen Tipton, winner o f the 1986 
Omaha Metropolitan Actors Guild Best Actor Award, playing James 
Madison. The script, written by Creighton Media Relations Director 
Stephen Kline, was researched by Creighton history faculty 
members Bryan Le Beau, PhD, and Warren Kneer, PhD.
"A More Perfect Union" is based on the extensive notes made by 

Madison at the time o f the drafting of the Constitution. His jour
nals have been acclaimed as the most detailed account of the events 
and flavor of the days during which the document was written.

Creighton is making the hour-long videotape o f the play available 
to educational institutions at a discount until Aug. 1. Until that 
time, the tape will cost $24.95, no matter what format (VHS or Beta 
II) is chosen; after then, the cost will be $29.95. The tape can be 
ordered by sending checks to "A More Perfect Union/' Public 
Relations, Creighton University, California Street at 24th, Omaha, 
Neb. 68178. The videotape format must be specified. Checks should 
be made payable to Creighton University.

Creighton has already received hundreds o f orders for the 
videotape from high schools across the nation.

The detailed notes o f Madison, the fourth president o f the United 
States, were not published until 1840, four years after his death.

In addition to the Madison journals, Drs. Le Beau and Kneer 
researched other documents pertaining to the constitutional 
convention and the biographies o f the major delegates.

The play is set between May and September 1787 in 
Philadelphia, site o f the convention. Madison, a delegate to the 
convention from Virginia, is credited with helping to steer the 
framers away from simply amending the Articles o f Confederation 
(which was their charge) toward establishing the new and stronger 
three-branch national government that eventually was adopted. E9

-JL.
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By Rev. David G. Schultenover, S.J.
A ssociate Professor of Theology

Reflection is never far from us.
Yakov, in Bernard Malamud's "The Fixer," is on 

his way to a woman's bed and debates with himself: 
"Should I stay or should I go?. . .0/7 the one hand 
it's beau a long season without rain. A man is 
not a man for nothing. What do the Hasidim say?
'Hide not from thine own flesh.' On the other 
hand what does this mean to me? At my age it is 

nothing new. It means nothing."
(continued next page)
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ask what things mean. We 
cannot leave things well 
enough alone. We are 
by nature tinkerers, manip
ulators, creators. We must 
take things and make 
them into something else 
that bear our mark, our 
image, our sense of 
cosmos. They cannot be 
left things, but must 
become something belong
ing to somebody. They 
must become personal. In 
other words, we must 
necessarily interpret reality 
and realities, give form to 
sensations, and so out 
of our sensations "create" 
reality.

from other ways of 
educating?

Since Descartes — a 
product of Jesuit education, 
whose ideas got swept 
into the tide of rationalism 
— modern perception 
deals with subject and 
object as discrete entities 
separated by an impassable 
moat. In modern aware
ness, for example, I (the 
subject) see a bird (the 
object). I might ask about 
the bird's utility to me, 
but I am not particularly 
interested in the sign value 
of the bird's being, its 
"birdness," let alone its 
relation to all other beings.

A case in point: I am a 
Jesuit and an educator. 
Right now I am taking a 
step back from myself 
to try to give meaning to 
what I do, to what Jesuits 
do, to what a Jesuit 
institution of learning tries 
to do. If I were to come 
right out with a bald asser
tion of what we attempt, 
it would be this: We try to 
educate the student in 
sacramental awareness.

How is this way different

There are here but two 
points of reference.

But in sacramental 
awareness, there are three 
points, and the third gives 
dimension to the others:
I (the subject) see the bird 
(the object), and I ask 
not about the bird's utility 
but about its relationship to 
me, and mine to it, and 
ours to a common Being in 
which we both participate.
I become aware of my own 
reality and all others as 
participative in some ulti
mate reality. In and 
through this interaction I 
become aware of the 
dimension of Mystery.

Gerard Manley Hopkins, 
the Edwardian Jesuit poet, 
on seeing a windhover 
fighting currents of wind, 
is drawn into the bird's 
struggle. He sees it figuring 
forth the struggle of life 
and is summarily plunged 
into the mystery of human 
redemption. Two people 
in love become aware of a 
larger love in which they 
participate and which they 
discover as the context 
and source of their own. 
"The sacramental way," 
John Shea observes, "is the 
way of the poet and 
novelist."

Through the sacramental 
way, the German existen
tialist Martin Heidegger 
(a former Jesuit novice) 
discovers Being within 
beings, the depth dimen
sion of reality. His medita
tion on a pair of peasant 
shoes in a Van Gogh paint
ing illuminates this 
relationship:

"From the dark 
opening of the worn 
insides of the

W ‘ e are the only 
animals who 
debate about sex.

We are able simultaneously 
to take both an inside and 
an outside view of any 
experience. We talk to our
selves and so set up a 
relationship with ourselves 
that makes a simple animal 
reaction to stimuli impossi
ble. We cannot deal with 
realities in any simple, 
instinctual, straight
forward way. We have to shoes the toilsome tread of 

the worker stares forth.
In the stiffly rugged heavi
ness of the shoes there is the 
accumulated tenacity of 
her slow trudge through the 
far-spreading and ever- 
uniform furrows of the field 
swept by a raw wind. On 
the leather lie the dampness 
and richness of the soil. 
Under the soles slides the 
loneliness of the field-path 
as evening falls. In the 
shoes vibrates the silent call 
of the earth, its quiet gift 
of the ripening grain and its 
unexplained self-refusal in 
the fallow desolation of 
the wintry field. This equip
ment is pervaded by uncom
plaining anxiety as to the
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certainty of bread, the 
wordless joy of having once 
more withstood want, the 
trembling before the 
impending childbed and 
shivering at the surrounding 
menace of death. This 
equipment belongs to the 
earth, and it is protected in 
the world of the peasant 
woman.. .Being, as pres
ence, emerges through the 
painting of the shoes; yet in 
such a way that it enfolds 
them in their concrete 
thingness — just a pair of 
shoes, and nothing else 
— as the simple, serviceable 
gear that they are."

The so-called primitive 
mentality was sacramental. 
No event was seen apart 
from the sacred. The 
delightful movie, "The 
Gods Must Be Crazy," plays 
on the difference between 
the sacramental and the 
modern mind. To the for
mer, a Coke bottle is a 
theophany. To the latter, it 
is a mere throwaway con
tainer for something pleas
ing to the senses. To put 
it another way, for the 
modern mind, the religious 
experience of "commun
ion" is limited to the eucha- 
ristic elements of bread 
and wine, but to the sacra
mental mind communion 
extends to every kind 
of "substance," and the 
eucharistic elements only 
become "communion" 
within the broader sacra
mental context. There 
is nothing magic about the 
words of consecration. 
Transubstantiation is a real
ity in all realities. The 
transparency of human 
relating to Mystery is diffi
cult to experience today,

because the modern person 
is trapped in two-dimen
sional reality, unable to 
touch the dimension of 
Mystery.

Science brought us great 
gains. But for many who 
abuse it, something was 
lost in the process — that 
Being deep down which 
something dwells. Mark 
Twain expressed appropri
ate regret in his reflection 
on the cost of mastering 
the river:

"Now when I had mas
tered the language of this 
water, and had come to 
know every trifling feature 
that bordered the great river 
as familiarly as I knew 
the letters of the alphabet, I 
had made a valuable acqui
sition. But I had lost 
something, too. I had lost 
something which could 
never be restored to me 
while I lived. All the grace, 
and beauty, the poetry, 
had gone out of the majestic 
river!.. .All the value any 
feature of it had for me now 
was the amount of useful
ness it could furnish toward 
compassing the safe pilot
ing of a steamboat."

The consistent failure to 
attend to Mystery and to 
cultivate a sensitivity to the 
depth dimension of things 
which Mystery brings 
stunts the possibilities of 
being human. Jesuit educa
tion seeks above all to 
enhance and develop the 
student's awareness of 
an openness to Mystery, to 
God-being oozing from 
every pore of human exist
ence. Jesuit education is 
intensely spiritual and 
intensely material, practi
cal, down to earth, because

there is no reality which 
is not in-Spirited.

The reason for this bipo
lar quality of Jesuit educa
tion is the personality 
of Ignatius Loyola, founder 
of the Jesuit order. Born 
in 1491 at Loyola castle in 
the Basque country, in 
the golden century of 
Spanish ascendancy, he 
was the 11th of 13 children.

His family was poor, but 
aristocratic and therefore 
responsible for leadership. 
Despite their little corner 
of the universe, they were 
a world-conscious family. 
Four of Ignatius's older 
brothers were off on foreign 
service and died in battle. 
Ignatius himself was a 
dreamer, a romantic 
hidalgo, but he was also 
pragmatic — an amalgam 
of Don Quixote and Sancho 
Panza. He learned the 
noble ways of diplomacy 
and gallantry, as well as the 
courtly way with the fairer 
sex. He said of himself 
in those early years: 
"Though he was attached 
to the faith, he lived nowise 
in conformity with it and

did not avoid sin. Rather he 
was much addicted to 
gambling and dissolute in 
his dealings with women, 
contentious and keen about 
using his sword."

His conversion came in 
1521 at the age of 30. He 
had fled his region to avoid 
the law, after having 
assaulted some clergymen 
in a dispute over the 
benefice of a local church 
that Ignatius wanted for his 
priest brother. He joined 
the command of the Duke 
of Najera who was engaged 
in battle with French forces 
at Pamplona. As the French 
began to overpower the 
garrison, the Spanish com
mander fled. Ignatius, 
always quick to fill a 
breach, promptly got his 
leg shattered below the 
knee by a cannonball.

After a suitable period of 
confinement without ade
quate treatment, the French 
allowed Ignatius to be 
transported back to Loyola. 
There he had not one but 
two operations to reset the 
leg, which put him through 
months of agony and sick
ness unto death. Gradually 
he regained strength, and 
with increasing alertness, 
he needed something to 
endure the endless hours. 
But there was no reading 
material in this pious castle 
but Ludolf of Saxony's 
"Life of Christ" and Jaco
bus de Voragine's lives 
of the saints (Flos 
sanctorum).

A man of acute powers 
of observation, Ignatius 
had many hours to observe 
himself and his moods.
He noticed that when he 
fantasized about courtly
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life, he initially experienced 
pleasure, but on passing 
the fantasies left him feel
ing dull and empty. 
Whereas, when he thought 
about the saints and their 
exploits out of an unre
served commitment to the 
service of God, he consist
ently felt uplifted. At one 
point in his meditations, 
while still in great pain, he 
had a vision of Mary and 
the Child Jesus. The vision 
inflamed him with love 
and fixed in him the aware
ness that he had at last 
found both his King and 
his Lady forever to serve. 
Not given to half measures, 
Ignatius vowed then and 
there perpetual chastity, 
poverty, and a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land.

Upon recovery, he settled 
accounts and set out for 
the Holy Land, ever after 
imaging himself as a pil
grim. He stopped for sev
eral days at the Benedictine 
monastery of Montserrat 
near Barcelona, where 
he made his general confes
sion and kept vigil. There 
at the shrine of the Black 
Madonna he laid down his 
sword and gave away his 
fine clothes to beggars.

But before continuing his 
pilgrimage, he realized 
that he needed time to do 
battle with himself before 
God — he felt so much 
interior turmoil, so many 
feelings over which he had 
no control. He therefore 
took up lodgings in a cave 
near the village of Manresa, 
and for the next 10 months 
became a student of the 
spiritual life and a student 
of his moods, while work
ing in a hospital for the

indigent. The notes he took 
during this period would 
later be fashioned into 
the book of the Spiritual 
Exercises. What he learned 
was the meaning of true 
contrition — the sense 
of being a loved sinner — 
companionship with Jesus, 
compassion of the suffering 
Savior, and contemplation 
of the triune God's presence 
in all of creation.

Ignatius then made his 
way to Rome and in March 
1523 received the pope's 
permission to visit the Holy 
Land. Twenty days of 
walking in the footsteps of 
Jesus filled Ignatius with 
profound consolation.
He wanted to spend the 
rest of his life there, but the 
Franciscan superior in 
charge of pilgrims told 
Ignatius that his plan was 
too dangerous, too 
impractical, and that if he 
did not obey the pope 
would excommunicate him. 
Ignatius was convinced.

On the return voyage to 
Venice, Ignatius became 
convinced that he should 
prepare himself for a life of 
spiritual service, perhaps

even the priesthood, by 
getting some formal educa
tion. Back at Barcelona, at 
the age of 34, he enrolled 
himself in beginning Latin 
classes with little children. 
A year and a half later, 
he went to the University 
of Alcala to study philoso
phy and humane letters.
In his free time he gave 
catechism instructions and 
began directing some peo
ple in his "Spiritual Exer
cises." He soon came to the 
attention of the Inquisition, 
was thrown in prison, 
but was released 42 days 
later with the admonition 
not to engage in religious 
instruction until he had 
finished his studies.

He then moved to the 
University of Salamanca, 
where he was again impris
oned at the instance of 
the Dominicans. His "Spir
itual Exercises" were exam
ined and found orthodox, 
so he was released but 
forbidden to speak to peo
ple on the distinction 
between venial and mortal 
sin until he finished a 
course in moral theology.

Tired of the hassle from 
the Inquisition, Ignatius 
determined to escape their 
jurisdiction by going to 
the University of Paris. 
There he studied for seven 
years, completing with 
distinction the four-year 
course in philosophy and 
the two-year master's 
course in theology. He 
decided not to go on for 
the doctorate because of 
recurring sharp pains that 
left him debilitated for days 
and sometimes weeks.
(The autopsy upon his 
death in 1556 revealed an

astonishing number and 
size of stones in kidneys, 
liver, lungs, and portal 
vein.)

While in studies, Ignatius 
began to attract compan
ions — among them Francis 
Xavier — whom he guided 
in the "Spiritual Exercises." 
On August 15,1534, in 
the Chapel of Martyrs in 
Montmartre, Ignatius's 
group of seven "friends in 
the Lord" took vows of 
poverty, chastity, and pil
grimage to the Holy Land 
or, failing the latter, to 
put themselves at the dis
position of the pope. They 
were not yet a religious 
order — no vow of obedi
ence and no papal 
approbation.

They dispersed for some 
months to visit family 
and settle accounts but 
would meet in Venice to 
seek passage to the Holy 
Land. For two and a half 
years they awaited passage, 
occupying themselves in 
the service of the poor and 
sick. Few ships were ven
turing the dangerous Turk
ish waters to the Holy 
Land. Finally, they decided, 
God was against the pil
grimage and they should 
go to Rome to place them
selves at the pope's disposi
tion. There they would 
discern their future.

They wanted to remain a 
community of "friends in 
the Lord," companions 
of Jesus bound by religious 
vows, but they did not 
want to be bound by the 
strictures of conventional 
orders. They wanted to be 
able to pick up and move at 
a moment's notice.

When they got to Rome,
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they decided to ask the 
pope to let them become a 
religious order, but with 
certain innovations. They 
were (1) to be primarily 
involved in active aposto- 
lates and not confined

to monasteries; (2) to 
receive no benefices, as 
these would tie them down 
with attendant duties; (3) 
not to be ruled by chapter 
but by consultation, with 
the general's word settling 
disputes; and (4) not to 
pray the Divine Office in 
common.

On Sept. 27, 1540, Pope 
Paul III issued the bull 
Regimini militantis ecclesiae, 
approving the formula 
of institution of the Society 
of Jesus. There were then 
10 Jesuits. Sixteen years 
later, when Ignatius died, 
there would be 1,000.

Expansion was swift. 
Someone once said of 
Jesuits that if two arrived 
in a new town in the morn
ing, one had a high school 
started by noon, the other a 
college by dark, and both 
taught in the night school 
after dinner.

Ignatius at first had no 
desire to found or work 
very closely with schools. 
He feared that such work 
would hinder mobility and

threaten religious poverty. 
But he had at least to found 
"colleges" (residences near 
universities) for the educa
tion of young Jesuits. It 
was not long, however, 
before the lectures at the

universities were found too 
deficient and the courses 
of studies too disorganized 
to provide adequate forma
tion for the priesthood.
So the Jesuits supplemented 
by providing lectures in 
their residences. Soon lay 
students began to request 
entrance to those lectures 
— often requests that could 
not be refused, since they 
came from men of power.
So lay students were gradu
ally admitted to lectures 
in Jesuit scholastic resi
dences, and soon bishops 
throughout Europe were 
making requests for Jesuits 
to teach in and/or found 
seminaries which would 
also admit lay students.

It was not long before 
Ignatius saw that education 
was the crying need as a 
basis for church reform in 
the 16th century. And 
although schools were not 
part of Ignatius's founding 
vision, they quickly entered 
into that vision, because 
at the heart of it was flexi
bility to serve where need

was greatest.
By 1556, when Ignatius 

died, there were 35 Jesuit 
schools of higher education 
in Europe. By 1640, the 
centenary of the order, 
there were 300 colleges. 
Currently, there is a 
network of 90 colleges and 
universities throughout 
the world, 28 of them 
in the United States.

What characterizes a 
Jesuit university? Surely 
the same, unabashedly reli
gious, humanistic view of 
reality that moved the 
converted heart of Ignatius 
and the muse of Hopkins. 
And surely the sacramental 
view that moves faculty 
and students to probe 
deeply beneath symptoms 
to ultimate solutions, to 
seek God and God's saving 
power in all things.

It is doubtful that the 
number of Jesuits working 
in a school ever justified

the title "Jesuit." Certainly 
today, with the number 
of Jesuits diminishing 
while their schools con
tinue to grow in size and 
complexity, the number 
cannot justify that title. 
What must justify it is the 
vision and experience of 
life that grasped Ignatius.

That vision can be 
experienced by all who are 
invited to collaborate with 
Jesuits in the common 
mission for the church and 
the world.

That vision — the sacra
mental view of the world 
— needs to be acknowl
edged, shared, and made 
operative in all disciplines, 
in every aspect of uni
versity life, to create 
together an atmosphere 
which will urge the devel
opment of human potential 
toward a compassionate 
excellence that radiates the 
glory of God. E2
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K ru se , B A '83B y  M o n te  L.

When I boarded the United flight out of 
Omaha on Feb. 16,1985, it occurred 
to me that in less than 20 hours a farm 
boy from Little Rock, Iowa, would be 
landing in Tel Aviv, Israel, to work on a 
kibbutz for a year.

The idea of making this journey sent 
waves of homesickness through me 
as the quilt of farms and fields I knew as 
home drifted below the plane's wings.

Omaha became a speck and then was 
lost in the clouds, when an elderly 
woman from Grand Island, Neb., asked 
me where I was heading. I replied, 
"Israel." After a moment's thought she 
looked at me and said, "Israel?
Why, of all places, Israel?"

It was a good question. Why was I 
leaving my family and country to live in 
a 40-mile wide sliver of land on the 
Eastern Mediterranean, a land that 
appeared regularly on the evening news 
to be involved in one war or crisis after 
another?

The answer, I believe, is to be found 
in a dream I have had since I was a

youngster reading about Israel in books, 
newspapers and the Bible. I remem
bered the Sunday school lessons, the 
stories of David and the photographs of 
Jerusalem.

And my longing to know Israel took 
shape during my student days at 
Creighton University, where I took 
classes in theology, Judaism and the 
Holocaust. In fact, the humanity I would 
see being lived at the kibbutz each day 
would relate closely to my values classes 
at Creighton.

Upon landing in Tel Aviv, I realized I 
had left America behind me: I saw 
Hasidic Jews with long black coats and 
wide-brimmed hats, carrying their 
baggage, their earlocks blowing in the 
wind. I was shocked to see young men
—  and young women —  barely out
of high school, holding guns as nonchal
antly as if they were schoolbooks.

After staying in Tel Aviv for a few 
days, I went to the kibbutz office and 
was assigned to the Kibbutz Zikim
—  Zikim means "spark," located near

the Gaza Strip in Southern Israel. After a 
three-hour bus ride, I arrived at what 
was to become my home.

My first task was to settle in, but to 
say I enjoyed this process from the 
moment I arrived in Zikim would be a 
lie. There was a lot to get used to and I 
was a stranger to this community of 
around 400 people. I had to prove myself 
to be a responsible worker and a decent 
person, but it was not easy.

My first work assignment was wash
ing dishes in the communal dining 
hall. I felt ridiculous. It wasn't what I 
had thought kibbutz life would be like. I 
had imagined myself working in the
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desert as a farm laborer making the land 
bloom green, not scraping egg stains 
from plates.

I was even more disenchanted with 
my second assignment: working in 
a shoe factory. Never did I envision a 
kibbutz having high-tech industry, but 
here I was, sorting shoes. I was to dis
cover that more than 50 percent of kib
butz income came from this kind of 
industry.

As I began to learn the ways of the 
kibbutz, I realized that the members of 
Zikim were doing the same mundane 
jobs I was assigned to do and perform
ing these tasks for $25 per month. I
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Silvy Malel and 
Beatrice and Elizabeth 
Alfasso (photo above) 
are part of the 
kitchen staff of the 
kibbutz, which 
prepares three meals a, 
day for more than 
400  people.

"The basic idea of a 
kibbutz is living 
together," says 25- 
year veteran of 
kibbutz life, Motke 
Gertel (right).



According to Benni Shemesh, a worker and teacher in the Children's 
House: "On the kibbutz, we do not have gold, large amounts of land or 
oil. We have no truly valuable natural resources, but we do have our 
children. They are our gold and our treasures."

"This is going to be my third time in Lebanon," said Motti 
Ashkenazi), a corporal in the Israeli Army. "I believe in my 

country and am willing to die for it, but I am not willing to fight 
or die in another land in someone else's war."

began to apppredate the dedication most 
of the members had toward their com
munity and their way of life.

Gradually I took pride in the produc
tivity of the kibbutz, not just in the 
factories, but also in the fields and the 
dairy These people had created a small 
village oasis in the desert.

I also grew to enjoy the basic ideas of 
equality within the kibbutz system, 
where everyone worked for the same 
salary and lived in the same type of 
housing. Here, there was no pressure to 
have a big house, a new car or flashy 
dothes. It was good to see a sodety 
where an individual was judged by his 
or her work and humanity, and not 
by material possessions. In Zikim, peo
ple were paid for their contributions 
through resped from the other members 
of the community rather than through 
money.

Not everyone in the kibbutz was 
perfed. There were some who were 
lazy, who were just along for the ride. A

person who does not perform is called 
a "leak," and that individual's slack 
has to be taken up by the other mem
bers. When I asked the others why they 
didn't throw the lazy ones out, I found 
them to be very tolerant.

I found the kibbutz to be in the fullest 
sense a community, sustaining every
thing, from a person's health and recrea
tion, to the raising and schooling of the 
children. In return, the kibbutz was 
asking work, often hard work, six days a 
week, nine hours a day. Often, the work 
was hot, boring and dreary; but it had 
to be done in order for the community to 
function.

The heart of this community, I soon 
discovered, was the dining room: Here, 
the kibbutz lived. It was the place where 
all of the members could meet every 
day, three times a day, week in and week 
out. It was a place to discuss, to talk, to 
meet, to relax and, of course, to eat.
The dining room was also used for com
munal activities — dances, parties,

plays, celebrations and meetings. In a 
way, despite the fact that a kibbutz is 
non-religious, the dining room was a 
form of a synagogue, a place where the 
community comes together, both 
young and old.

It was that sense of community that 
drew me to the kibbutz most of all, and 
it was the community that I was to 
miss the most when I left. In America, 
the community is often very indifferent 
to its members. In the kibbutz, indiffer
ence would not be possible. For exam
ple, when one of the children was 
diagnosed as having leukemia, everyone 
helped. We all went without meat to 
save money to help the family.

With the passage of time I began to 
feel at home in Zikim and came to know 
the members as special people. I ate 
their pastries, drank their teas, laughed 
at Phil Goldsmid's stories and enjoyed 
listening to Gil Cohen's music. I appreci
ated how Victor and Eleanor Perry 
went out of their way to make me feel
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A grandfather who survived Auschwitz holds his grandson (photo at 
left), a young native of Israel who is being circumcised. "To me, this 
timeless ceremony represents the survival of the Jewish people, as one 
generation flows into another. " — M K

"It was in the dining 
hall that I received 
a real sense of what 
the kibbutz was about 
. . . people living 
and working together 
for a common goal 
in a communal 
setting." —  M K

"Here, three Israeli soldiers —  young 
women —  take time off during Shabbat 

(Sabbath) from their military duties."
— M K

comfortable with a new way of life.
And, by the time I was ready to leave 

the kibbutz, I was changed. For one 
thing, I had lost my concept of money. 
Making money again and getting a 
job were adjustments for me. Also, 
when I returned to America, its huge 
size, its youth startled me.

I also felt alone when I returned. I had 
been an important person —  that is, 
part of a community —  in Israel.

"The basic idea of a kibbutz is living 
together," 25-year veteran of kibbutz life, 
Motke Gertel, once told me. 'And part 
of the living together is the working 
together. If people work together then 
they can build something together and 
more can be accomplished. It is a very 
simple formula."

When I took time to live in Israel, I 
saw not superhumans, with one hand 
on the plow, another on a machine gun, 
but people. They were people who 
worried about crop prices and the future 
of their children just as we do. To see 
this type of humanity in an inhumane 
part of the world was encouraging 
and inspiring.

My friend Phil Goldsmid once wrote 
to me: "Our government is in chaos, war 
threatens every day from hostile neigh
bors but the sun is shining in Zikim 
and the orange crop needs to be picked. 
Return soon."

Phil, someday I shall. E3
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WILL EMPHASIZE
MORE THAN CAVITIES

Computers, lasers will aid 
health and looks

By Paul E. Tamisiea, DDS, MA
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 

School of Dentistry

Editor's Note: Although there 
obviously will always be a need for 
dentistry and dentists, the focus 
of the profession is undergoing 
drastic evolutionary changes. 
Emphasis is shifting from tooth 
repair and replacement —  simply 
because such care is no longer as 
necessary as it has traditionally 
been —  to care involving aesthetic 
and cosmetic reconstruction, and 
an emphasis on prevention and 
early control of dental problems.
The burgeoning technological 
advances already made —  and 
looming on the horizon —  foretell a 
future that will be less painful 
and more beneficial, to dental 
patients.

Summer Issue 1987

The high pitched whine of 
the dental drill . . . The pun
gent odor . . . the gritty feeling 
b etw een  our teeth  . . . T h e card 
board taste of X-ray film . . . The 
constant glare of the overhead lamp 
. . . Who is not familiar with the 
bombardment of the senses we asso
ciate with that trip to the dentist?

This bombardment represents the 
reality of modern dentistry as we 
have come to know it. As a profes
sion, dentistry has progressed far and 
fast as a health science since the 
early days of our country when dental 
services were performed by barber- 
surgeons or perhaps the village black
smith. However, many are not aware 
of the "futuristic" dental services 
already being provided.

It is no longer science fiction for 
patients to relax through a dental

procedure in a twilight sleep, or to 
have tartar cleaned from their teeth 
quite painlessly with ultrasonically 
driven instruments. A thin, protective 
plastic coating can now be applied 
over susceptible surfaces of the teeth 
to prevent decay — and to forestall 
or even prevent the customary drill
ing and filling of teeth. There are now 
surgical methods to affix dentures so 
they feel secure, much like natural 
teeth. Disfigurements resulting from 
"buck teeth" or loss of jawbone due to 
cancer can now be readily rectified. 
Joints of jaws can now be replaced to 
alleviate the excruciating pain experi
enced after disease has ravaged these 
joints.

Although many of these services 
are not being provided routinely 
because such problems are not com
mon, they are currently available
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ing more attention on cosmetic needs 
and periodontal, or gum, disease.
This is simply because, due to a host 
of factors, people will be keeping 
their teeth longer, probably for a 
lifetime.

The future of dentistry is bright, 
not only for the patient/consumer but 
for the professional provider of dental 
health services. Presently, however, a 
great deal of competition for a clien
tele occurs among dental practition
ers. Many factors, to varying degrees, 
have contributed to this situation.

A great achievement in preventive 
dental care, the fluoridation of water 
supplies and application of topical 
fluorides, has brought about a signifi
cant reduction in dental decay, partic
ularly among the young. Increased 
efficiency in the delivery of dental 
care through expanded use of auxil
iary dental personnel; improved tech
niques, better equipment and 
advanced materials also have had a 
decided impact.

Another factor contributing to 
increased competition for clientele has 
been the decline in the birth rate. 
Further adding to the problems, den
tistry also has been among the many 
enterprises adversely affected by a 
downturn in the economy.

During the past few decades, finan
cial incentives were provided to uni
versities by the Federal Government to 
promote the construction of new 
dental schools and to increase the 
numbers of dental students. The goal 
was to produce more dentists during 
the 1970s and 1980s. These actions 
were predicated on a belief that there 
was a shortage of dentists, but the 
real problem had more to do with an 
uneven geographical distribution of 
practitioners.

As a result of these circumstances, 
feelings of consternation and frustra
tion trouble many dental practitioners. 
Traditionally, dental practices have 
been independent enterprises. Today, 
however, young graduating dentists 
find it difficult to establish 
themselves. Fledgling dentists are 
burdened with extensive debts neces
sary to finance their education and 
the additional expenses involved with 
the start-up costs of opening a 
practice.

Beginning a solo practice without 
purchasing an established practice

when needed. And there will be more 
as the profession of dentistry contin
ues to meet the changing needs of 
changing times.

It will probably always be necessary 
for the dentist to render traditional 
services. Teeth will always have to be 
restored and cleaned, but the meth
ods for these procedures will be dif
ferent from customary procedures.
The focus will be on newer methods 
and techniques. According to Howard

L. Bailit, professor and head of the 
division of health administration at the 
Columbia University School of Public 
Health: "In terms of content of prac
tice the present focus of dentists 
on the mechanical/surgical repair and 
replacement of teeth is slowly declin
ing. In the future, fewer people will 
need these services, and for those 
who require treatment effective non
in vasive options may be available."

In the future, dentists will be focus-

Dr. Wayne Barkmeier, assistant dean for research at the Dental 
School and professor of operative dentistry, tests strength of tooth
bonding materials with a special $55,000 machine acquired 
through a Health Future Foundation grant. The machine presses 
against a sample of material bonded to a tooth, recording the 
pressure applied until the bond breaks. Quantifying such informa
tion allows researchers and clinicians to make judgments about 
the strength of various new bonding materials.
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has become a rarity. Instead, associ- 
ateships, salaried positions and part- 
time work in several different offices 
have become the rule. Many recent 
graduates seek the security of posi
tions in the military or in public health 
programs. Others postpone entering 
the work force by going on to graduate 
specialty programs such as orthodon
tics, oral and maxillofacial surgery, 
pediatric dentistry, endodontics or 
periodontics.

The number of potential dental 
student applications being received in 
the past few years is an indicator of 
a common perception that dentistry as 
a career is not currently very promis
ing. The pool of applicants, after 
reaching a zenith of 15,744 applica
tions nationwide in 1975, had fallen to 
5,724 in 1986. Three dental schools 
—  Emory, Georgetown, and Oral 
Roberts —  actually have announced 
their closings.

Also, among the older generation of 
dental practitioners the concern is 
for practices and net earnings which 
are gradually dwindling. This is par
tially due to increased competition and 
partially due to the inability of practi
tioners to market themselves success
fully. Some dentists lack business 
acumen and others lack the knowl
edge necessary for the provision of 
modern dental services demanded by 
the public. Some are seeking associ
ates with whom to share overhead 
expenses because of spiraling over
head costs.

However, the present situation is 
generally not as gloomy as might be 
concluded. It should be emphasized 
that such problems are not universal; 
they do not exist everywhere for 
everyone who is practicing dentistry. 
Prevailing attitudes and existing statis
tics do not forecast the future and 
even now the average net annual 
income of $70,000 places dentists in 
the top 5 percent of the nation's wage 
earners.

There are strong reasons for opti
mism regarding the future of den
tistry. Evolving changes will benefit 
dentists and patients alike. Some 
of these exciting possibilities are close 
to fruition, some are speculative, all 
are within reach.

Economics, the growing life expect
ancy and resulting increase in the 
elderly population, the influx of a new

Fixed Bridge Abutment

Osseointegration process implants metal "roots" into bone, inte
grating a single tooth prosthesis atop the structure, or placing 
a bridge between the metal "root" and a nearby sound natural 
tooth.

Single Tooth Replacement

wave of immigrants to the United 
States, all are elements which will 
have a positive impact on the future 
caseloads of dentists. Government 
statistics indicate that the segment of 
the population 65 years of age and 
older will exceed 60 million before the 
year 2030. This more than doubles 
the present population in this age 
group.

Presently only 30 to 35 percent of 
those over 65 visit a dentist one or

more times a year. In large part, this 
is because many of the elderly today 
do not have their teeth. In light of the 
growing numbers of elderly, and the 
emphasis on the retention of teeth 
among all age groups, one can con
clude there will be a great many more 
people with a great many more teeth 
needing dental care in the years to 
come.

People also are retiring earlier, and 
have more time and money to care for
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their mouths. Improved retirement 
benefits, increased Social Security 
benefits and the trend toward two- 
worker families have contributed to 
this circumstance. At the same time 
there has been a considerable increase 
in the number of those with dental 
insurance. In 1967, only 2 percent of 
the U.S. population was covered by 
private dental insurance. This figure 
had risen to 38 percent by 1981. More 
than 100 million Americans presently 
have dental insurance, and the 
upward trend is expected to continue. 
Because people with dental insurance 
protection tend to use it, the utiliza
tion of dental services can be expected 
to rise.

Statistics indicate that some 50 per
cent of the general population do 
not now obtain dental care except in 
emergencies. This leaves a vast 
amount of unmet need. Those with 
less income and less education tend to 
be the ones neglecting dental care. 
General acceptance of dental services 
will improve if financial barriers are 
removed and when attitudes toward 
dental health improve.

Priorities toward dentistry will be 
emphasized in our society as the 
value of preventive health care and 
wellness becomes more prevalent.
This message will never be accepted 
by certain segments of the public, but 
it is rapidly becoming clear to more 
people as the emphasis on preventive 
health practices and wellness aware
ness continues throughout the nation's 
communication media.

Laser technology, computers and 
diagnostic tests for early detection of 
periodontal disease, as well as trans
plants of living teeth and other body 
tissues into the mouth, all will be 
among the changes in dental care in 
the years to come.

Laser technology involves a device 
producing a narrow, intense beam 
of light already commonly used for 
retinal repairs and certain glaucomas 
of the eye. Laser applications for 
soft tissue wound healing have been 
instituted in Europe and already are 
being clinically used in dentistry.
Laser light also has an application for 
bone and teeth. It can be used to 
cut teeth and remove decay in lieu of 
more traditional methods. The altering 
of enamel surfaces for the use of 
plastic bonding materials and the

Before
treatment of jawbone joint problems 
are also among potential Laser uses.

With the aid of computers, the 
image of a tooth and its preparation 
prior to placing a crown or filling 
—  called a restoration —  can be dupli
cated and used to mill a crown or 
filling perfectly fitted to that prepara
tion. The process uses what is called 
CAD/CAM, or Computer Aided 
Design/Computer Assisted Milling. 
The milling can produce a final resto
ration made of plastic, metal, or por
celain. Laser and computer assisted 
applications may lead to dentists per
forming operations almost effortlessly 
and with more precision. For the 
patient's benefit, such procedures 
would be accomplished quickly and 
with little discomfort. Additionally, 
because of the exactness being 
attained, less tooth structure will be 
sacrificed during the process and 
completed dentistry will be more 
durable.

Dental materials are constantly 
improving. Castable glass systems are 
producing long-lasting, wear resist
ant, tooth colored materials. Such 
systems are being extensively 
researched and used right now for 
School of Dentistry patients at Creigh
ton. These improvements are bringing 
greater satisfaction to patients about 
the appearance of their teeth.

1. Sm all tooth creates excessive space 
between teeth in this photo.

2. Here, a crown form  o f  clear celluloid 
m aterial is shown in place.

3. The tooth is first "etched" with acid  to 
prepare it fo r  bonding a plastic crown.

4. Next, the bonding agent is applied to 
the etched tooth surface.
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Photographs courtesy of Department of Operative Dentistry, Dr. Thomas Cavel.

6. The crown form with filling material is 
placed over the tooth.

7. The filling material is cured with the 
fiber optic light.

8. Finally, excess filling material is 
removed from the tooth area.

Implant dentistry involves the sur
gical placement of metal posts or 
plates within the upper or lower jaws 
of individuals who have suffered 
severe bone loss since the loss of their 
teeth. Their purpose is to provide 
anchorage and attachment for an 
appliance, such as a denture. In the 
past, implants frequently became 
loose and were eventually rejected. 
This often occurred over a few short 
years and led to failure of the appli
ance. Today, implants for single or 
multiple tooth replacements of refined 
designed and substance are more 
compatible with oral tissues. These 
improvements are providing patients 
with confidence about their ability 
to eat and speak properly.

The School of Dentistry at Creigh
ton is becoming very much involved 
with dental implants. Recently, the 
school received a five-year grant for 
$690,000 from the Health Future 
Foundation, which will enable it to 
become the first school in the country 
to provide clinical training in implan- 
tology for undergraduate students.
The knowledge and experience gained 
will enable Creighton graduates to 
better provide for the well being of 
patients needing such services.

The most common oral problem for 
adults is periodontal disease. It is 
entirely possible that tests similar to

those performed by individuals con
trolling their diabetes can be accom
plished by individuals for early 
diagnosis of developing gum prob
lems. The use of local and systemic 
therapeutic agents rather than surgical 
approaches for the treatment of gum 
disease already is on the increase.

Molecular biology may play a signif
icant role in the transplantation of 
teeth and oral tissues. Molecular 
changes produced would allow teeth 
to be transplanted more readily and 
may even allow teeth to be grown in a 
tooth bank. Genetic engineering 
would contribute to a tooth transplan
tation's acceptance by altering the 
immune system of the host at the 
transplant site.

Creighton continues to produce 
dental graduates who are very compe
tent clinicians. The dental school 
curriculum is rapidly changing to 
meet new challenges and to prepare 
today's dental student for the dental 
practice of tomorrow.

More emphasis is being placed on 
applied behavioral sciences, ethics, 
and the business aspects of dentistry. 
Interdisciplinary approaches to serv
ing health needs are evident. For 
example, students from the School of 
Dentistry soon will be sharing respon
sibilities with those from Medicine, 
Nursing, and Pharmacy at the new 
Center for Healthy Aging in Omaha. 
The facility is a service center manned 
by health professionals from Creigh
ton. It provides care for elderly.

Not only are dental students receiv
ing an education more in tune with 
society's needs, but Creighton also 
will be involved with training the 
practicing dentist to become more 
proficient with new techniques and 
services as they develop.

By way of speculation, Creighton 
might become involved with produc
tion of video programs and the com
pilation of stored data. These 
resources would then be available for 
dental alumni all over the country. 
Continuing education for dentists 
would be instantly accessible via sat
ellite television or computer recall.

Obviously, today's dental school 
graduates are entering an exciting, 
challenging and rewarding future.
That future for dentistry might best 
be described as a "fulfilling 
opportunity." E9
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A l u m n it e m s

47 Robert C. McGowan, JD, Omaha, 
has retired as a Douglas County pro
bate judge.
51 Richard F. Stageman, JD, Nor
walk, Iowa, has joined the Des Moines, 
Iowa law firm of Davis, Hockenberg, 
Koehn & Shors.
52 Eugene A. Dedinger, JD, Sewick- 
ley, Penn., has been appointed vice 
president for taxes for Consolidated 
Natural Gas Company of Pittsburgh, Pa.
56 Hon. Elmer M. Gunderson, JD,
Carson City, Nev., has been given the 
first Outstanding Nevadan Award by 
the McGeorge Nevada Alumni and Law 
Students Association. He is chief justice 
of the Nevada Supreme Court.
57 John W. Kennedy, JD, Omaha, has 
been promoted to senior vice president 
and general counsel for Central States 
Health and Life Insurance Company.

Donald L. Mingione, MD, Ports
mouth, Va., has been appointed as clin
ical director of the adult psychiatry, 
chemical-dependency and pain man
agement programs of DePaul Hospital 
in Norfolk, Va. Mingione has also been 
reappointed as chair, Medical Ethics 
Commission Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Richmond, Va.
60 Richard L. O'Brien, MD, has been 
named co-recipient of the 1987 Health 
Citizen of the Year Award for Omaha 
from the Combined Health Agencies 
Drive (CHAD).
62 Robert F. Allen, BA, Omaha, has 
been appointed chairman of economics 
and finance at Creighton University.
69 Richard P. Tusa, BSBA, Fort Col
lins, Colo., has been appointed director 
of the internal auditing department of 
the Colorado State Board of Agricul
ture, governing board of Colorado State 
University, Fort Collins; Fort Lewis Col
lege, D urango, and U niversity  of 
Southern Colorado, Pueblo.

Dennis P. Circo, BSBA, Omaha, 
has been named president of Precision 
Bearing Co. of Omaha.

William J. Kinney, BusAd, Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, has been named city 
treasurer for Cedar Rapids.

70 Lawrence S. Primeau, BA, Omaha, 
has accepted a position with the Cor
porate Communications Division of 
Merrill Lynch, Inc. in New York City.
71 Ann Clarke Strange, BSMT, Cen
tral City, Neb., has been appointed 
admissions chairman for the Central 
Nebraska area for the United States Mil
itary Academy at West Point, N.Y.
73 Ronald G. Pomante, MD, Vine- 
land, N.J., has been elected chairman 
of the Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology at Newcomb Medical Cen
ter in Vineland.

Marilyn J. Stangl, MS, Aurora, 111., 
has been promoted to head of the R&D 
UNIX department at AT&T Bell Labo
ratories in Naperville, 111.
74 Joseph P. Foster, Arts, Omaha, has 
been appointed as an aide to the mayor 
of Omaha.

Gary P. Reidmann, MA, Rapid City, 
S.D., has been appointed president and 
chief executive officer for Rushmore 
Health System in Rapid City.
75 James P. McCormick, JD, Minne
apolis, Minn., has been named a part
ner in the Minneapolis firm Deloitte 
Haskins & Sells where he works in taxes. 
He also serves as an adjunct professor 
at the University of Minnesota where 
he teaches a course in corporate taxation.

Richard J. Moser, JD, Sacramento, 
Cal., has been named employee of the 
year for his area by the U.S. Small Busi
ness Administration for his supervi
sory and managerial achievements.

Lt. Col. Mason E. Smith, MA, Col
orado Springs, Co. has been appointed 
commander of the 124th Signal Battal
ion at Fort Carson, Colo.

Michael D. Wilmot, MD, Omaha, 
has been selected as best clinical faculty 
member by Creighton medical students.
76 Duane J. Gross, MSEdu, Colum
bus, Neb., has been selected as a regional 
associate of the secondary department 
of the National Catholic Educational 
Association.

Thomas E. McDonald, JD, Iowa 
City, Iowa, has been reappointed as 
magistrate for Johnson County, Iowa.

Sr. Katherine Seibert, MD, Bronx, 
NY, has been appointed chief of med
ical oncology at Our Lady of Mercy 
Medical Center in the Bronx.

Mark G. Stevens, BA, Omaha, has 
been named director of marketing for 
ConAgra Pet Products Company.
78 Robert E. Hurd, S.J., MD, St. Louis, 
Mo., has been appointed an assistant 
professor of medicine at St. Louis Uni
versity School of Medicine in the divi
sion of endocrinology.

Kirk F. Maldonado, JD, Newport 
Beach, Cal., has become a shareholder 
in the Newport Beach law firm of Stra- 
dling, Yocca, Carlson & Rauth.

Paul G. Manning, MD, Clinton, 
Iowa, has been certified as a diplomate 
in pulmonary medicine.

79 David R. Danilson, JD, Boone, Iowa, 
has been appointed as the first district 
associate judge for Boone and Hamilton 
counties in Iowa.

Charles T. Longo, MD, Overland 
Park, Kan., has joined the department 
of plastic and reconstructive surgery at 
the Medical Clinic of Sacramento, Calif.
81 Steven L. Giroux, BSBA, Edmond, 
Okla., has been promoted to national 
merchandising manager with Wilson 
Foods in Edmond.
82 Kevin P. Hemenway, BSBA,
Omaha, has joined Touche Ross in the 
audit department.
83 W illiam  W. Jurgen sen , MD,
Omaha, has been selected best house 
staff member by Creighton medical stu
dents. He has also completed a resi
dency in obstetrics and gynecology and 
is starting a private practice with Dr. Ed 
Waechter in Omaha.

Pamela A. Watson, MBA, Omaha, 
has been appointed the director of mar
keting and business analysis at Ener 
Group, Inc. in Council Bluffs, Iowa.
84 Kenneth J. Landolt Jr., BSBA, has
been named area sales manager for the 
Seven-Up Company.
85 Gregory D. Ross, MD, Omaha, has 
been selected best house staff member 
by Creighton medical students.
8 6  Theresa Gustafson-Bahun, MBA,
Houston, Texas, has joined Florida Gas 
Co. Division of Enron, Inc., as regula
tory affairs analyst in Houston.
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University News

Capt. John T. Farquhar, MA, Col
orado Springs, Colo., has been deco
rated with the 10th award of the Air Medal 
for meritorious achievement while par
ticipating in aerial flight at the U.S. Air 
Force Academy in Colorado Springs.
87 Elizabeth A. Dougherty, Arts, has
received the $5,000 Sen. Edward Zorin- 
sky Graduate Scholarship from the 
Omaha Press Club.

_  W ed d in g s___
78 Debi Och and David B. Walker, BA,
May 9, 1987, living in Omaha.
80 Cathy Falcon and Timothy L. 
Lukavsky, BA, May 23, 1987, living in 
Omaha.
81 Barbara J. Rome, BS, and Stephen 
C. Vater, Nov. 8, 1986, living in Over
land Park, Kan.
83 Sandra Henning and Joseph A. 
Manago Jr., BSBA, April 25, 1987, liv
ing in Ripon, Wis.
86 Sherrill A. Halstead, BSN, and Kent 
R. Baumfalk, April 25, 1987, living in 
Lincoln.

Laura A. Wolfe, BSResThp, and
Thomas H. Walker, Dec. 26,1987, living 
in Bellevue, Neb.

B irths
73 Thomas F. Hoarty, Jr., JD, and 
Margaret Guziec Hoarty, BSN'70,
Omaha, a son, Timothy Edward, March 
11, 1987.

Jeffrey T. Myers, JD, and Lori Myers, 
Sioux City, Iowa, a son, Kirby, Feb. 13, 
1987.
77 Thomas J. McCartin, BA, and 
Patricia Coder McCartin, BA, Plano, 
Texas, a son, Andrew Connor, April 9, 
1987.
79 Lt. David P. Brown and Barbara 
Wagner Brown, BSN, Lexington Park, 
Md., a daughter, Laura Emily, March 
21, 1987.
81 Arthur W. Bargar and Hillary 
Markman Bargar, JD, Hamden, Conn., 
surviving triplets, Caitlin Andrea and 
Tyler Gregory, July 20, 1986. The third 
triplet, Whitney Rachel, did not survive.
82 Jeffrey T. Garvey, DDS, and Kath
leen Tokheim Garvey, BSBA '80, Mon

trose, Colo., a daughter, Brendan 
Kathleen, March 19, 1987.

Thomas Popalisky and Susan Kve- 
sel Popalisky, BA, Milwaukee, Wis., a 
daughter, Leslie Jean, March 29, 1987.
83 William W. Jurgensen Jr., MD, and
Kathryn jurgensen, Omaha, a daugh
ter, Mallory Anne, April 17, 1987.
84 Kenneth J. Landolt, BSBA, and 
Michelle McCann Landolt, BSN '85, 
Omaha, a daughter, Kelsey Jean, May 
2, 1987.
8 6  Alexey V. Slucky, MD, and Anne 
O'Connor Slucky, BA'83, Bay Village, 
Ohio, a son, Peter Alexey, August 17, 
1986.
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27 Harold G. Hanson, DDS, Little
Sioux, Iowa, March 15, 1987.
28 Francis J. Maney, Arts, Omaha, 
Neb., May 7, 1987.
30 Charles S. Miller, Arts, Lincoln, 
Neb., May 8, 1987.
34 Adolph J. Kerbel, Arts, Astoria, 
Ore., March 14, 1987.
37 Robert W. Reynolds, husband of 
Eleanor A. Reynolds, SJN, Fresno, Calif., 
Dec. 9, 1986.
38 James J. Killmar, JD, Mesquite, 
Texas, Jan. 30, 1987.
39 Lt. Col. James A. Nanfito (ret.), Law,
Omaha, Neb., May 5, 1987.
48 Sr. Suitberta Wahlmeier, MA,
Atchison, Kan., April 3, 1987.
50 Albert W. Groth, BusAd, Omaha, 
Neb., May 1987.
59 Joan Z. Schroeder, SJN, Omaha, 
Neb., May 1987.

Sr. Mary Cecile Stalp, MA, Man
itowoc, Wis., April 9, 1987.
61 Mary A. Berigan, Grad, Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, April 11, 1987.

JohnP. Welsh, BSBA, Topeka, Kan., 
April 14, 1987.
63 James C. Smith, JD, Carroll, Iowa, 
April 21,1987; Judge Smith and his wife 
Shari both were killed in an airplane 
accident in Boone County, Iowa.
81 Steven Polikov, BSN, New Rochelle, 
N.Y., May 1987.

Harold W. Andersen, Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Omaha 
World-Herald Co., and Publisher of The 
Omaha World-Herald, and William C. 
Smith, President and Chief Executive 
Officer, FirsTier, Inc., FirsTier Bank 
Lincoln and FirsTier Bank Omaha, have 
been named to the Creighton Uni
versity Board of Directors.

Andersen, an Omaha native and a 
1945 graduate of the University of 
Nebraska, joined The World-Herald's 
Lincoln news staff in 1946. He was 
president of the company from 1966 
until 1985, when he was named to his 
current posts.

Smith, who was raised on a farm 
near Plainview, Neb., was graduated 
from the University of Nebraska Col
lege of Business Administration in 
1955. In September of that year, he 
joined Continental National Bank & 
Trust Co. of Lincoln as a trainee. He 
was elected President and Chief Execu
tive Officer in May 1976.

In a related development, Creighton 
Board member Morris Miller, retired 
chairman, Omaha National Bank, 
declined re-election to the Board.

Creighton has announced the selection 
of a marketing firm for the international 
distribution of Creighton's Nursing 
Consultant System. The firm, Health 
Care Expert Systems, Inc., of Des 
Moines, Iowa, will market world-wide a 
software package that provides expert 
advice to nurses in hospitals and other 
health care settings.

The system, called COMMES, has 
been under development for more than 
10 years

WINDOW Magazine author Nancy A. 
Clark, who is Creighton University 
Health Sciences News Bureau Editor, 
has been awarded the 1987 International 
Association of Business Communica- 
tors/Omaha Chapter Bronze Quill 
Award of Excellence in the category of 
interpretive/expository writing. She 
won the award for her article, “The 
Nurse Tomorrow: 'Nightingales' Face 
Changes," which was published in the 
Summer 1986 Issue of Window 
Magazine.

Summer Issue 1987 27



Dr. Joseph A. Devine, DDS'52, 
President,
The American Dental Association; 
Dentist in Private Practice

Distinguished Alumnus 
Dr. Joseph A. Devine:
" Creighton's dental education 
is the finest available 
anywhere in the country
"The single most important thing I received from Creighton 
University was an education in real values, including the value 
of self-worth. To me, that is far more important than one's 
'net worth.'

"Creighton also taught me to be a citizen of my community, 
that I needed to repay my fellow human beings for what I had 
been given.

"The dental education I received at Creighton was the finest 
available anywhere in the country. . .and it still is today."
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