CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY
J esu it M issio n :
N icaragua
E l Salvador
The F ires of
N oborigama
Can Christians
C ome T ogether
'

Is the Party O ver?
Politics in America
M iddle East

■

WINTER 1990-9T

l% D 0 W
Volume 7/Number 2 ■

Creighton University ■ Winter 1990-91
The Jesuit Mission and the M artyrs
of Central America's El Salvador
Two Creighton University people bring back stories and photos from their trips to
Central America in this issue of W indow . James Nolan, media relations manager,
went to Nicaragua and interviewed a Jesuit Nicaraguan "patriot," Fr. Alvaro
Arguello, S.J., while Jesuit photographer Fr. Don Doll ventured to San
Salvador to observe "martyrdom celebrations" on the anniversary
of the murders of six Jesuits. It begins on Page 4.

The Fires of Noborigama breathe
life into Jerry Horning's pottery
Master potter Jerry Homing tells us of the incredible fire
breathing monster that annually toasts thousands of pieces
of pottery in a single firing in Arizona. Read about the
Fires of Noborigama on Page 12.

Professor Heaney exam ines our splintered Christian faith
John A. Creighton University Professor Robert Heaney writes again for W indow on the subject of religion
from a lay person's perspective, and suggests canonizing Martin Luther. He has some reasons which
you can read starting on Page 18.

Is the party over? Do we need party
politics in today's w orld?
In this day of media-produced political candidates, is there a place for
the American party politics system that stretches back to the smokefilled rooms and deal-makers of decades ago? Political scientist Dr.
Thomas Mans sees a place for parties and proposes a plan on Page 21.

The events that lie behind today's
headlines in the Middle East
What has been happening in the volatile Middle East? Dr. Ross
Homing gives you the chronology of events that stretches far back
and puts the events of today in perspective. Page 24.
Alumnews...................................................................Page 26
University News....................................................... .Page 27
About the Cover
Liberation theology, support of the impoverished and downtrodden,
is the Jesuit mission in Central America. A Managuan church
mural depicts it in this cover photo taken by Jim Nolan.
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L etters
Window Magazine edits Letters to the

Editor, primarily to conform to space
limitations. Personally signed letters
are given preference for publication.

'Emphasis on Anglo men'
I was delighted to see the letter in the Fall
1990 W indow from Srs. Connolly and Heese
and Ms. Shafer. I agree wholeheartedly
with the sentiments they expressed, and I
applaud your willingness to publish their
comments.
I have long been struck and deeply dis
turbed by the continuing emphasis in
Creighton publications on the activities and
thoughts of (typically Anglo) men; to the
extent women receive any attention at all, it
is for their caretaker activities (in support of
males) or for their childbearing capabilities.
Certainly, among Creighton University fac
ulty, staff, and alumnae there are women
whose ideas, work, and achievements de
serve attention and recognition. Or are
women still to be treated with the conde
scension, dismissiveness, and sheer over
sight that I so often experienced as a
Creighton student more than a decade ago?
Karen M. Halt, BA 78,
Associate Professor
Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University
Blacksburg, Va.

Lutheranism
I have no Reformational bone to pick—but I
was rather startled by one or two state
ments about Luther and Lutheranism in
"John Cardinal Newman: Theologian for
the Ages" (W indow , Fall 1990).
It was stated that the goal of the Oxford
Movement "was to clarify the Anglican
Church, particularly against the Lutheran
and Calvinistic philosophies of Germany...";
so "in pursuit of that goal, Newman and
the other members of the Oxford Move
ment (known as Tractarians) turned to patrology—the study of the writings of the
Church fathers, Eastern and Western, Greek
and Roman" (p. 11). A theology as patristically rich as Lutheran theology certainly
must be more than a "German philosophy":
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the Book of Concord, a compilation of the
doctrinally normative confessions of the
Lutheran church, quotes the Church Fathers
by name, at length, and with approbation.
The wisdom of Ambrose, Athanasius,
Augustine, Basil, Cassiodorus, John
Chrysostom, Cyprian, Cyril of Alexandria,
Epiphanius, Eusebius, Gregory of Nyssa,
Hilary, Irenaeus, John Damascene, Justin
Martyr, Gregory Nazianzen, Origen,
Tertullian, and Theodoret is to be found in
its pages.
It was also stated that the Thirty-Nine
Articles were "Martin Luther's." Since the
Thirty-Nine Articles were issued in
England in 1563, and Luther died in
Germany in 1546, this is probably not likely.
One might even question to what extent
Luther influenced the Thirty-Nine Articles
enough for them to be called "Martin
Luther's Thirty Nine-Articles." For exam
ple, Luther seems to indicate in On the
Bondage of the Will that humankind is not
just "very far gone from original righteous
ness" (Art. IX), but that in the Fall hu
mankind lost original righteousness entire
ly. Again, Luther seems to indicate in his
writings on the Eucharist that communi
cants receive and eat Christ's body and
blood not only "after an heavenly and spiri
tual manner" (Art. XXVIII), but also orally.
Rev. Scott D. McMahon
Associate Pastor
Pacific Hills Lutheran Church
Omaha

1887 cook book
In your fall issue there was an article by Joe
Ruff titled "C.U. Librarians Become
Detectives for the FBI." Very interesting.
In the article was a picture of the White
House Cook Book. I have one of these; it was
given to me by my mother.
Are these of any value to a book collec
tor? I appreciate any information you may
be able to give me concerning this.
C. R. Johnson, BSC'33,
Osawatomie, Kan.
(Editor's Note: Ray Means, director of the
Reinert Alumni Memorial Library, said:
"I've received several calls since W indow
came out. There are a lot of those White
House Cook Books around and that means
they are probably more valuable to the fam

ily than to a book dealer. The original publi
cation date was 1887 and I have seen a pub
lishing date as recent as 1923, so there were
apparently many of them printed. If you
have one of the original 1887 publications, it
might be more valuable, but I would say
most of them would be more valuable as
keepsakes for the family than for their mon
etary value to a book collector.")

Misspelled toponym
The impact of Father Doll's breathtaking
vista of Rome (W indow, Fall 1990,14-15)
was unnecessarily compromised by the
misspelled toponym: Geniculum for
Gianicolo, or Janiculum.
G. /. Szemler
Professor of History
Loyola University of Chicago

Reinert remembered
Your articles are always thought-provoking
and entertaining. The recent story on Fr.
Carl Reinert by Bob Reilly (Summer 1990)
evoked a memory which I wish to share.
As a sophomore in the early seventies, I
met Fr. Reinert in Creighton's library lobby.
His quality, which Mr. Reilly described, of
making one feel the center of his attention,
was evident to me that day. He asked me
what career I was pursuing. Feeling that
most at C.U. seemed to have goals which
included post-graduate training, I respond
ed that I just planned to be a teacher. "Just a
teacher!" he excitedly replied. "How do you
think we get those lawyers, doctors, and
dentists, if not for teachers?" That was just
what I needed to hear. He made this young
student feel that her dreams were impor
tant.
After becoming a teacher, I earned a
masters in guidance and counseling. I now
am a full-time homemaker, after working
several years in education. I've told the
story of how Fr. Reinert, someone whose re
sponsibilities were many, helped me to real
ize that we are all important. This lesson
has made me a better teacher, counselor,
and parent.
Whenever I remember Fr. Reinert, I
smile. Your article certainly caught the spirit
of the man.
Ellen Lierk, BA'74,
Alliance, Neb.
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They see their N icaraguan mission as one o f 'critical support'
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- The land masses
o f El Salvador, where six Jesuits
were murdered, and Nicaragua,
where the Jesuits are similarly in
volved in the University of Central
America, are separated by a Pacific
Ocean gulf that is barely wider
than the Isthmus o f Panama some
miles to the south.Honduras sepa
rates them on land.
In stories and pictures, WINDOW
takes you on a journey to these two
lands to see how the Jesuits are in
volved in a ministry o f teaching, of
helping poverty stricken, and o f re
ligious mission in Central America.
E d it o r 's N o t e

By James Nolan
Creighton Media Relations Manager
ANAGUA, Nicaragua — Poverty,
disease and despair engulf this
Central American nation as it struggles
to survive after decades of repression,

M
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economic turmoil and civil war.
But in the midst of the hardship are
men like Fr. Alvaro Arguello, S.J.
In his native Nicaragua, where 80
percent of the population lives in
poverty, Fr. Arguello and his fellow
Jesuits toil in a variety of roles with one

goal: to promote justice and opportu
nity for Nicaraguans.
It is not an easy job.
Sandwiched between Honduras and
Costa Rica in Central America, Nicara
gua has had a troubled history.
The country, which is roughly the
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of poverty and hope.
size of England, was occupied first by
As he leans forward in his desk
Spanish conquistadors and later by
chair to make a point, Fr. Arguello
U.S. Marines. Nicaraguans then suf
gazes at the small Nicaraguan flag that
fered through decades of a bloody and
adorns his desk. Or the picture on the
repressive dictatorship before a revolu
wall of Gen. A.C. Sandino, an early
tion offered a chance to rebuild
Nicaraguan nationalist leader and na
Nicaraguan society and government.
tional hero. And it is
But a decade of civil
with sadness that he
war followed the 1979
points out the poster on
Sandinista revolution,
his office door. It is a pic
and the current coalition
ture of his brother,
government of President
Gustavo, who was killed
Violeta Chamorro is
in 1978 for his opposi
shaky at best.
tion to the dictatorship
For most Americans,
of Gen. Anastasio
the poverty that is a way
Somoza.
of life in Nicaragua is
The Jesuit role in
unfathomable. Visitors
Nicaragua is one of "crit
cannot escape this
ical support," said Fr.
Nicaraguan reality. You
Arguello, who was re
are confronted with it as
Fr. Arguello
cently appointed rector
soon as you leave the
of the Jesuit Community at the
airport. Shantytowns appear to be the
University of Central America.
typical Managua neighborhood. DirtThis means Jesuits should partici
floored shacks, many without electrici
pate in political and social change that
ty or running water, surround
Managua's airport and are scattered
benefits Nicaraguans, especially the
poor. Yet they maintain an attitude of
throughout this city of approximately
critical analysis. They should not, and
600,000.
do not, hesitate to condemn what is
Controllable diseases take thou
wrong or praise what is right.
sands of lives. Diarrhea and measles
"The critical attitude means analy
killed an estimated 1,300 children in
the first nine months of 1990.
sis, the prophetic role of denouncing in
an effective way," Fr. Arguello said. "In
And the economy is in shambles, in
flation astronomical. In November, one
terms of hardships we should be with
the people, accompanying them, build
U.S. dollar was worth 1.6 million cor
ing up hope for them, giving them
dobas, Nicaragua's currency. To keep
strength or at least helping them to ex
up with inflation the government was
ercise their strength in the most effec
forced to simply print over its currency,
increasing its value. For example,
tive way."
That critical support took Fr.
1,000-cordoba notes were modified to
Arguello from a dirt-poor
become 1-million-cordoba notes.
neighborhood
Despite the poverty, there are virtu
near
ally no beggars. Perhaps because no
one can afford to give.
In this atmosphere, Jesuits work
through government, cooperatives,
schools and churches to help improve
the lot of the Nicaraguan people.
Fr. Arguello's work has been in edu
cation and government. He has wit
nessed some of his country's darkest
moments and some of its brightest.
He is a patriot — proud of his coun
try and its people. He passionately tells
his stories of repression and revolution,
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Managua to the highest offices of
Nicaraguan government.
Shortly after completing his Jesuit
studies and returning to Managua in
1974, Fr. Arguello and a handful of
other Jesuits moved to a very poor set
tlement on the outskirts of Managua.
By day they worked at the Jesuit
University of Central America in
Managua or its related Historical
Institute of Central America, and by
night they ministered to the 70,000 resi
dents of the settlement.
These were the years of the Somoza
dictatorship. Under Somoza, Nica
raguans were repressed and exploited,
Fr. Arguello said. It was obvious that a
revolution was brewing.
"A t night and during the weekend
we were involved with the people of
our parish, helping them understand
the situation we were in and helping
them prepare for what was about to
come, namely the insurrection of
Nicaraguans against a bloody dictator
ship," he said.
"We were trying to help them un
derstand the situation under the light
of faith, under the light of scripture."
The Jesuits witnessed and experi
enced the repression and cruelty of the
Somoza regime. "It was a crime to be a
youngster in Nicaragua. Any young
ster seen by the National Guard was
taken away and later on they appeared
dead near our neighborhood," Fr.
Arguello said.
The death of his
brother at

the hands of Somoza's National Guard
personalized the regime's brutality for
Fr. Arguello.
In their role of critical support, the
Jesuits analyzed the opposition to
Somoza. And many sympathized with
it. One of the bright moments for Fr.
Arguello came in July of 1979, when
the guerrillas of the Frente Sandinista
de Liberacion Nacional, the Sandinista
Front, toppled Somoza.
While driving through Managua, Fr.
Arguello becomes serious as he ex
plains why the paving stones used to
pave virtually all the city's roads are a
symbol of the revolution.
Somoza owned the factory that
made the stones, and they were used
instead of less expensive paving tech
niques because Somoza profited, Fr.
Arguello said. During the insurrection,
Sandinistas tore up the paving stones
and used them to build barricades
across the streets and highways.
Fighting from behind these barricades,
the Sandinistas defeated Somoza's
National Guard.
The stones and the barricades came
to symbolize the triumph of the people
over a dictator, Fr. Arguello said. In
fact, the Sandinista newspaper is called

Barricada to honor the paving stone
barricades.
The revolution was a turning point
in Nicaraguan history, he said.
"The Nicaraguan Revolution made
the Nicaraguan people retake, deeply
retake, their sense of national dignity
— to know that we have a place as a
people, as a nation. The revolution
gave us a sense of sovereignty, of inde
pendence, which makes us feel proud
to be Nicaraguans," Fr. Arguello said.
In the months following the revolu
tion, Fr. Arguello became actively in
volved in the Nicaraguan government.
He was elected to represent the
Association of Nicaraguan Clergy on
the 47-member Council of State.
Fr. Arguello said the role of the
Council of State was to organize a new,
democratic government and rebuild
the nation. Fr. Arguello was chosen to
head a committee that was writing
laws to define the rights of political
parties in the country, which was a pre
cursor to electoral laws and a new
constitution.
Throughout his tenure on the
Council of State, Fr. Arguello said he
felt pressure from the church hierarchy
to resign. Eventually, he was asked by

Rome to step down. He appealed
based on the importance of his task and
was granted permission to keep his
post until the new laws were drafted.
Fr. Arguello left the Council of State
on May 4,1983. However, he was
asked to serve as an advisor to the
President of the Council of State to help
prepare electoral laws and organize the
National Assembly, a democratically
elected body that was to replace the
Council of State. From 1984 until 1987
Fr. Arguello helped the National
Assembly write Nicaragua's constitu
tion and served as director general of
its international relations unit.
Fr. Arguello defends the right of the
clergy to be involved in Nicaragua's
politics and government.
"In the Catholic Church, in the laity
as well as within the clergy, people take
different stands in relation to a social
history movement, namely the radical
transformation of Nicaraguan society,"
he said. "W hat is not right is to try to
impose religious authority on the polit
ical decisions of the clergy or the laity. I
think this political pluralism is right —
each person must act according to his
conscience."
Meanwhile, as Nicaragua struggled
to rebuild from years of
dictatorship and revolu
tion, civil war was brew
ing. It was a civil war
supported by the United
States government, which
funded Contra rebels, im
posed economic sanctions
on Nicaragua and even
mined Nicaraguan har
bors. The International
Court of Justice at The
Hague has condemned
U.S. actions against
Nicaragua.
The Reagan Admini
stration became involved
because it felt the influ
ence of the United States
in the region was being
challenged by Sandinista
efforts to rebuild Nica
ragua,
Fr. Arguello said.
The Managuan streets o f poverty, lined with garbage and dwellings thrown together o f tin and
The
U.S.
also mistakenly
wood debris, are paved with beautiful and expensive blocks from the factories o f former dictator
tried to put the NicaraSomoza.
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guan Revolution in an East vs. West
context, exaggerating Soviet and Cuban
influence in the country, he said.
"The Nicaraguan Revolution was
not dependent on the help these two
countries gave to Nicaragua. It was not
a matter of communism helping com
munism. It was Nicaraguans waging a
fight against a dictator. It was a move
ment of liberation."
But the war took its toll on an
already poor nation.
"The war against Nicaragua
touched upon the economy of the
country, impacted it tremendously.
Also thousands of Nicaraguans were
killed by the war and thousands were
maimed, which is a tremendous
crime," Fr. Arguello said.
Last year's election of Violeta
Chamorro's UNO coalition represents
another significant step in the evolu
tion of Nicaraguan democracy, Fr.
Arguello argues. The Sandinistas, who

With Chamorro
and Ortega at
the Mass, he S
issued a call
came to power through revolution,
relinquished power through free
elections.
"I think we are being witness to a
birth of a new Nicaragua, of a new
political system and economic system
and social system in the country," he
said. "The coalescence of these series
of factors, number one the 10 years of
experience of Nicaragua (under the
Sandinistas) and number two the new
experience of losing the government
through a democratic electoral process,
free and honest, has given us the
equipment, the experience and the out
look of something new for the country."
But the Chamorro government faces
many challenges, not the least of which
will be maintaining unity in its coalition
of 14 different political parties while at
tempting to address the country's seri
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The campus of the University of Central America. It is called UCA (pronounced
oo-ca) by its Jesuit inhabitants.

ous economic problems, he said.
Through it all, the Jesuits maintain
their role of critical support.
The Historical Institute of Central
America publishes a monthly maga
zine of current events analysis called
Envio. Its latest issues call for an accord
between the various political groups in
Nicaragua, including the Chamorro
coalition and the Sandinistas, that will
allow the country to move forward.
Fr. Arguello used the homily of his
25th Jubilee Mass to call for national
reconciliation. Both President Violeta
Chamorro and former President Daniel
Ortega attended the Mass.
In the prayers and homily Fr.
Arguello called on the new govern
ment to continue with the mission of
the Sandinista regime: striving for
peace and pluralism with a constant
view toward benefiting the poor who
are the vast majority of Nicaragua's
population.
Creighton's Fr. James Hoff, S.J., was
a classmate of Fr. Arguello's. They be
came reacquainted at their class's 25th
reunion last summer. "He's always
been a very soft-spoken, articulate,
compassionate and highly intelligent
person — a very good Jesuit. He's a na
tive Nicaraguan, and he has a deep
concern about the welfare of his own
people," Fr. Hoff said.
Fr. Arguello is one of many Jesuits
making a difference in Nicaragua.
Fr. Peter Marchetti, S.J., an Omaha
native and graduate of Creighton Prep

High School, works to help
Nicaraguans become self-sufficient
through cooperatives while he strives
to form an alternative Third World de
velopment strategy. Fr. Marchetti spent
five years working with the Sandinista
government on agrarian reform before
moving to a Nicaraguan war zone.
Because U.S. supported Contra
rebels cut off access to agricultural
markets, Fr. Marchetti said the people
were living in extreme poverty. So he
helped them establish a marketing co
operative. Despite Contra opposition,
the cooperative succeeded.
After 18 months in the war zone,
Marchetti moved to the University of
Central American where he developed
an institute to research popular educa
tion and alternative economic develop
ment models. He also works with more
than 200 cooperatives.
"There's nothing that the developed
world has to offer the poor, so our view
point is to see what the poor are doing
themselves," Marchetti said. "Basically
we look for how their survival strate
gies can be modified into a develop
ment strategy," Fr. Marchetti said.
That strategy envisions the poor or
ganized as small entrepreneurs or in
cooperatives.
"We have experiments that show
that when the poor are in control of
their lives, when they have the right to
be organized as small entrepren
eurs, they can improve their lives,"
he said.BS
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trong, sometimes outwardly visible
emotion led Creighton priest and
globe-traveling photographer Fr. Don
Doll, S.J., to travel to San Salvador, site of
the murders of six fellow Jesuits, on the
first anniversary of their deaths Nov. 16.
He sought answers about why there

8

were six quick Jesuit replacement
volunteers for the risky work of the Jesuit
mission in El Salvador. But he already
knew the answers. "It's just like Jesuits to
go where they are needed," he said.
Fr. Doll placed himself in danger, too,
going "behind enemy lines" to

photograph sites where other priests were
killed, such as the roadside cross marking
the site where Rev. Rutilio Grande, S.J.,
was slain. He was a church pastor in
Aguilares. "He had just finished Mass on
a Sunday in Aguilares the day he was
killed while he was on his way to Paisnal,
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O n the
UCA campus
(opposite page, map
inset) a celebration of
the martyrs and a
tribute to the
campesinos is
enacted by musicians
and dancers.

T h e UCA
Barranco dancers
(left), are portraying
the campesinos'
struggle.

A

Mass

held on the
anniversary of the
murders is celebrated
at left. The martyrs
are shown in all
photos in drawings
behind the parti
cipants. The banner
says: "First anni
versary, martyrs for
peace," while on the
table skirt "hasta
cuando" asks "how
longf' it will continue.
Photos by Don Doll, S.J.

about four miles away," said Fr. Doll.
"Three people were killed; in his car there
was an old man and a young boy and
they are also buried in the chapel where
Rutilio Grande is buried."
The Salvadoran civil war between an
in-power army and the Farabundo Marti
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National Liberation Front (known as the
FMLN) is said to have claimed 72,000
civilian lives in its 11 years.
Fr. Doll photographed various
ceremonies marking the martyrdom of
the six Jesuits and the two women who
were murdered by a Salvadoran death

squad Nov. 16,1989.
The eight were killed outside their
communal residence on the University of
Central America (UCA) campus (see also
the W i n d o w page 4 story). Those
murdered were:
— Rev. Ignacio Ellacuria, S.J., who had
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A t right, Jesuits
celebrate a Mass for the slain
fellow Jesuits and the two women
also killed. Their names are
displayed behind the
concelebrants: (from left) Rev.

S -a s a a * 1

Charles Bieme, S.J., Rev. Jose
Maria "Chema" Tojerira, S.J., Rev.
Miguel Estrada, S.J., rector of the
UCA community, and Rev.
Jon Sobrino, S.J., who spoke on
the Creighton campus

Amando Lopez
Joaquh Upez y Lopez
Una Ramos

in early December.
I n the picture
at lower right, various U.S.
bishops pray at the site of the
Jesuit slayings.
dbotambto

A t lower left,

E t o n ® W W £ S 1MfWS

the group pauses in the museum
set up in the Romero Chapel.
The individual jars contain blood
mixed with dirt from the murder
site, one jar for each Jesuit and
each woman slain.
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called for a negotiated peace focusing on
social justice issues and during the 1970s
had criticized the military and oligarchy
(costing the university its national
subsidy);
— Rev. Ignacio Martin-Baro, S.J., vice
rector, and the country's leading expert
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on polls and polling procedures;
— Rev. Segundo Montes, S.J.,
superior of the local Jesuit community,
and by background a physicist turned
anthropologist;
— Rev. Amando Lopez, S.J., theolo
gian and rector of UCA in Managua,

Nicaragua, who befriended the Sandinistas, but resigned from the university
after the Vatican pressured priests to stay
out of politics;
— Rev. Juan Ramon Moreno, S.J., the
university librarian who had been a high
school biology teacher and became an ex-
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A t left, a
procession at UCA carries
eight crosses with pictures
of the eight martyrs.

B e lo w left, the
crosses are taken to the Romero
Chapel, where the martyrs are
buried beneath the picture of
Archbishop Oscar Amulfo Romero,
who was murdered in 1980.

A t lower right,
Obdulio Ramos tends one of
the rose bushes he planted on the
site of the slayings. Ramos was
husband of Elba and father of
Celina Ramos, the two women
killed. Ramos planted six red
rose bushes and two white and
tends them daily.

pert in philosophy, bioethics and computers;
— Rev. Joaquin Lopez y Lopez, S.J.,
the only native Salvadoran. He had
broken with his wealthy coffee-growing
family to establish the university and a
network of schools and clinics for the
poor throughout the country;
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— Elba Ramos, the housekeeper, and
her daughter Celina, 15, who were found
huddled in a room where they had
sought refuge from an FMLN offensive
on the city.
A colonel, Guillermo Benavides,
arrested and thought to be one of the

group of assassins, had 10 days before the
slayings launched a verbal tirade against
the Jesuits, who for a decade had been
accused by the extreme right in El Salva
dor of fostering subversive ideology. EQ
By Robert U. Guthrie
Window Editor
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Dragon breathes life into Horning's Pottery
By Cynthia Furlong Reynolds
h e flam es ap p ear to
en g u lf Jerry H o m in g
as h e h o ists an arm 
fu l of lo g s an d p itch es
th em w ith p recisio n into
the m id st of the b lazin g
in fern o in th e g ian t oven.
B eh in d h im his three crew
m em b ers w o rk fren etical
ly, sw eatin g , g ath erin g,
stack in g and lo ad in g logs.
T he rav en ou s fire w ill
h a v e to b e fed ag ain
in ju st an o th er three
m inu tes.
D esp ite the scorching
h eat and th e w arm Ju ly
ev en in g , the fou r are
d ressed in h eav y jack ets,
h o o d s d raw n up over
h ead s, th ick g lo v es on
h and s. In any o th er fire
p lace, th ese d ense, h eav y
lo g s w o u ld b u rn for three
days. H ere, at th e N o bo rigam a k iln in Flagstaff,
A rizona, th e fire co n 
su m es th e w o od like ch il
d ren co n su m e candy.
F or sev en d ays and six
nig hts, w o o d crew s lab or
aro u n d th e clo ck to stoke the fires
to 2400 d eg rees F ah ren h eit and
th en to m ain tain the tem p eratu re, a
d ifficu lt an d to u ch y task — b u t ab
so lu tely essential. T h e o v en s hold
preciou s cargo: pottery.

T
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An asbestos board and protective
clothing shield Horning from the
Noborigama kiln fires that must be
stoked constantly, day and night,
by the artists.

F or so m e o f the 16
p o tters feed in g the
flam es, the kiln s co n 
tain th eir en tire y e a r's
su p p ly o f artistic
en d eav ors. Jerry
H o m in g , 55, is ch air
m a n o f C reig h to n 's
F in e and P erfo rm in g
A rts D ep artm en t, a
fou n d er o f the
N eb rask a C rafts
C o u n cil and p a st p res
id en t o f th e N atio n al
C o u n cil o n E d u cation
for th e C eram ic A rts.
H e h as 30 fat d ou b lew alled p o ts in there.
T h e N o b o rig am a
K iln is for p otters
w h a t M t. E v erest is for
m o u n tain clim b ers:
the su m m it o f their
am b ition s, the on ceo r-tw ice-in -a-lifetim e
thrill.
N o b o rig am a is a
Ja p a n ese w ord. T he
k iln w as b u ilt b y a
Ja p a n ese w h o p a t
tern ed it after a trad i
tio n al k iln from Jap an . "G a m a "
m ean s k iln ; "n o b o ri" m ean s clim b 
ing. Together th ey sp ecify a k iln
b u ilt on a h illsid e to take av an tag e
o f n atu ral air draft.
M o n th s after the N o b o rig am a
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firing, H om ing w ears heavy jackets
and gloves in O m aha, not against
the heat, but for the N ebraska cold.
He pulls out photographs and dis
cusses the challenge and artistry of
the m onster kiln.
It takes three days just to load
the N oborigam a Kiln w ith the 16
potters' 2,000 pots. Then the doors
are sealed w ith bricks, hardw ood is
piled high in the dogi, or firing box,
and the firing begins.
The day after the dogi
fire has blazed to the
2400-degree m ark, the
adjacent cham ber reach
es the sam e tem perature
and the inferno gradual
ly spreads its heat dow n
the row of all four cham 
bers. The entire facility
is more than 60 feet long
and during th e w eek the
flames will flash as high
as 60 or 70 feet.
The pots em erge dec
orated not just w ith the
glazes the artists bm sh
on, but with the ashes
the fires b m sh on.
"The beauty of w ork
ing with a wood fire is
that the ashes fall on the
pots and provide a beau
tiful artistry of their
ow n," H om ing says.
"You don't really have
control, but through
years of experience, you actually
do. This firing is a nice com bination
of your design and the natural hap
penings during the firing that will
make your w ork look even m ore in
teresting."
Once the fire is shut dow n, four
days elapse before the kiln is cool
enough to open— and several m ore
days are required for unloading the
cargo of pots. The w hole operation
requires nearly three w eeks and
m any prayers— pottery can ex
plode under the scorching tem per
atures. In com parison, the kilns
that H om ing and his students built
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To measure the tremendous heat,
cones of special clays

at top)

(photo

are placed in the kiln.

"When they melt and bend over,
we know it is 2380 or 2350
degrees, depending on which
colored cones bend," Horning said.
The kiln

(photo above)

needs air

and it circulates through vents
at the bottom and moves through
all chambers to a chimney
60 feet away.

behind C reighton's Fine and
Perform ing Arts Building are load
ed in one day, fired (with propane)
the next and opened the third day.
"There is som ething about clay
that has alw ays appealed to m e,"
H om ing says, suggesting with a
grin, "m aybe because it's a m edi
um that w ashes off w ith water, not
turpentine.... You can m ake clay
look like anything: gold, silver,
w ood, steel. The diffi
cult part is to m ake it
look like clay— clay is
so natural. The chal
lenge for m e is to make
things look natural,
w ith a life of their own.
And to m ake them
look as though they've
been around for cen
turies."
H is artistic heritage
harks back to the
Japanese. He claims
the w orks by English
potter Bernard Leach
and Japanese potter
Shoji H am ada as his
inspiration. This is es
pecially tm e in his
utilitarian pottery
(teapots, bow ls, plat
ters, dinnerware).
"Recently, it's becom e
possible to extend that
naturalness to m y
other work, m y dou
ble-w alled p ots," he adds.
Just as a potter's art
depends on skill, luck
and a kiln's flames,
H om ing's life has been
a fortuitous com bi
nation of skill,
artistry and luck.
A native of
W atertown,
South Dakota
("'15,000 friend
ly people,' the
sign says— I don't
know how m any oth
ers there w ere"),
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H o m in g w as alw ays
in volved in art in one
w ay or another.
"M y C h ristm as and
b irth d ay p resen ts w ere
alw ay s to o ls— I w as al
w ay s m ak in g or b u ild 
in g so m eth in g ," he
says. A s a you ngster,
h e w as a carto o n ist
w h o co u ld (and still
can) d raw co m ic strip
ch aracter D ick Tracy
w ith a few q u ick flash 
es o f his p encil. " I g ot a
lo t of atten tio n in m y
fam ily d oin g this— and in a fam ily
o f five bro th ers and tw o sisters you
n eed ed to do so m eth in g to get at
te n tio n ," h e says w ith a sm ile.
In 1953 h e w as p rep arin g to
en ter So u th D ako ta State C ollege
w h en a frien d in vited h im to
H u ron, S.D ., to try o u t for H o lid ay
o n Ice. A v eteran o f tap d ancing
lessons, H o m in g w as a self-tau g h t
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Illustration shows the dogi (nearest)
and the chambers of the kiln that
extend upward, stepped to draw air
ever higher. The metal frame (shown
in the photo above, also) "w ill make it
last 300 years instead of 1 0 0 ,"
said Horning, referring to Japanese
potter Yamamoto's desire to build
the kiln to last.

skater w h o se fam ily
u sed to flood the b a ck
yard ev ery w in ter for
a rink. H e agreed to
acco m p an y his
frien d — and it w as
H o m in g , rath er th an
the frien d , w h o w as
ch o sen for H o lid ay on
Ice. H is m other, w id 
ow ed w h en H o m in g
w as n in e, gave h im
p erm issio n to tak e a
y ear and skate. She
u sed th e m o n ey h e
sen t h o m e to help
sen d his b ro th er to co llege and
w h en H o m in g d iscov ered that, he
offered to skate a n o th er year to
help w ith the bills.
A n art m ajor, H o m in g w as in tro
d uced to ceram ics d urin g his senior
y ear of college— and it w as lov e at
first throw. " I threw a p o t the first
tim e I tried— and in later y ears I
learn ed that th at's n o t the w ay it
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usually h ap p en s/' he says, reflec
tively. "I im m ediately liked the feel
and the m alleability of clay."
From South Dakota State he en
tered Denver U niversity's graduate
school. "I w as in heaven for awhile
because I w as studying ceram ics
and there w as an ice rink two
blocks from w here I lived ," he says,
adding, "T h en I w as drafted."
In A ugust 1960 he becam e a
clerk-typist for
the army, sta
tioned in Fort
Lewis,
W ashington. On
his w ay to try
outs for the arm y
baseball team, he
met a m an
named H ugh
Johnson and
chatted about his
ice skating and
tap dancing ex
periences. John
son introduced
H om ing to
Garland Bugg
and the three b e
came the H ugh
Johnson Trio— a
singing trio that
won the base's
entertainm ent
contest and w ent
on to place fifth in an all-arm y en
tertainm ent com petition.
H om ing's days as a clerk-typist
were over. For the rest of his twoyear stint, he toured the w orld, per
forming with the trio in "R olling
A long." "I sang and danced m y
way through the A rm y," H om ing
says with a smile, show ing a photo
of the trio in one perform ance.
W hen his tour of duty w as up,
he enrolled in graduate school
again, this tim e at the U niversity of
Minnesota. There H om ing m et the
m an w ho has served throughout
his career as his m entor: Warren
M ackenzie, a potter still hard at
w ork in Stillwater, M innesota.
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The kiln's dogi (shown

in the photo
above) is "very cold" in this

photo with the first stokings.
"Draft holes at the bottom are
where it sucks air/' Horning said.
"It uses a natural draft, no
forced air. It has to be loaded
right and you have to be very
sensitive to the dampers." At the
far top, Horning shoves wood
into the stoke hole of the dogi,
whose small door is shown in
both photos.

"H e's the person w ho led m e into
ceram ics, though I loved it from the
very b eginning," H om ing said.
"H e w as so influential and so hon
est an artist and he has such a w on
derful perspective on art that I
never looked back. H e w as a very
good teacher. H e could critique
your w ork so positively, m aking
you feel that you really w anted to
get back at it and do more. That's a
nice quality for a
teacher to have."
A t the Univer
sity of Minnesota,
H om ing also m et
his wife, M ary Jo,
then a chem istry
major, w ho turn
ed to art as a
graduate student
at the University
of N ebraskaLincoln. "O n
June 12,1965,
M ary Jo and I
w ere m arried in
the m orning and
I graduated in
the afternoon
w ith an M FA,"
he recalls w ith a
smile. "It w as a
great day."
That summer,
and for the next
six sum m ers, the H om ings w orked
at the H aystack School of Crafts in
Deer Isle, M aine, where H om ing
becam e assistant director and
M ary Jo becam e infatuated with
w eaving and textile arts. Since
com ing to O m aha, the couple has
held joint pottery-and-textile shows
and sales, at hom e
and in up
state N ew
York.
A fter the
first sum m er
at Deer Isle,
H om ing
taught at the
St. Paul Art
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C enter. A fter the second sum m er,
h e tau g h t at th e U n iv ersity of
M in n esota. T h en h e jo in ed the fac
u lty o f the U niversity of G eorgia in
A thens.
" It w as a good scho o l for the arts
and I w as still co n cen tratin g on
u tilitarian p ots, ex p erim en tin g w ith
fig u rative th in g s," th e artist recalls.
" I alw ay s w o rk ed w ith clay, m ore
o ften th an n o t u sin g the p o tte r's
w h eel as m y m ain tool.
"A lo t o f artists w h o
u se clay d o n 't u se the
w h eel an d a w h o le
group o f p eo p le u sing
th e w h eel h av e m ad e it
in to a tech n iq u e w ith 
o u t any p erso n al in
v o lv e m e n t," h e ob
serves. " It's fu n to
throw a p o t, b u t you
h av e to p u t m o re th an a
m ach in e into it. O th er
w ise th e m ach in e can
o u td o y o u — it can m ak e
600 p ieces an h o u r and
y ou can d o 60 an h o u r if
y o u 're n o t thinking. B u t
th o se p ieces are w ith o u t
h u m an touch or involve
m ent. W e m u st keep the
h u m an elem ent."
In 1972 H o m in g w as
offered a p o sitio n at
C reigh ton an d jo in ed
h is bro th er R o ss (w ho
teach es history) on the
faculty. T h ese d ays his
stu d en ts ran g e from
p re-m ed an d p re-d en tal
stu d en ts interested in
d ev elo p in g their h an d -ey e coord i
n atio n to stu d en ts w h o u se art as
an o u tlet from stress and stu d en ts
w h o p lan to teach art or b eco m e
p o tters them selves.
"In this d ep artm en t w e ca n 't
p ro m ise fin an cial rew ard to stu 
d en ts in terested in b eco m in g art
m ajors. B u t w h en y o u 're m ak in g
th in gs for y o u rself or for a lim ited
p u b lic o f fam ily and friend s, there
is a m arv elo u s sen se o f satisfaction,
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Horning

(on the right in the lower photo)

is shown loading one of his larger
double-walled pots into the kiln with
the help of another artist. Loading the
monster kiln takes several days. The
top photo shows the mud pack used
on the kiln to insulate it and contain
its heat. "Someone has drawn a little
figure in the mud/7 Horning said.

o f b eliev in g th at y o u 're d oin g y ou r
b e s t," the d ep artm en t ch airm an
says. "A n artist h as to b e a self
starter, w illin g to do a lot of ex p eri
m en tin g and le a rn in g ."
H o m in g 's o w n art h a s tak en an
im p o rta n t tu rn since h e arriv ed at
C reigh ton 18 y ears ago. H is early
w o rk s w ere all fired at v ery h ig h
tem p eratu res, w h ich lim its the
co lo r ran g e to earth ton es and au 
tu m n colors. T h en h e
g rad u ally b eg a n lo w er
in g the tem p eratu res of
h is kiln s, b o th at h o m e
and at school, to get
b rig h ter colors.
O n e d ay ten y ears
ago H o m in g created ,
qu ite b y accid en t, a rev 
o lu tio n ary p o t th at has
b eco m e his tradem ark.
" I w as w o rkin g in the
stu d io w ith n o p articu 
lar d irectio n (it seem s
th at the creative ju ices
flow b est w h en I'm n o t
w o rk in g on d ead lin e)
and I plopped a big piece
of clay o n the w h eel,
op en ed th e clay o n ce in
the m id d le and th en
split th e w all. Ju st to see
w h at w o u ld h ap p en , I
threw the in sid e, then
the o u tsid e w all and
drew th em to g eth er for
a fat, in terestin g sh a p e ."
T h e p o ssib ilities o f
w o rk in g w ith th at fat
co n fig u ratio n in trig u ed
the potter. T h e in sid e
w all co u ld b e m ad e into an entirely
d ifferent sh ap e from th e ou tsid e
w all— and th at offered an en d less
ran g e o f o p p o rtu n ities for n ew and
u n u su al pots.
H o m in g told h im self th at he
w o u ld m ak e a h u n d red o f the d o u 
b le-w alled pots an d th en go on to
so m eth in g else. " B u t," h e says,
g lan cin g at p ictu res of so m e o f his
b est w o rk, " I p assed 100 a lon g
tim e ago and the d o u b le-w alled
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pots still seem very new and fresh
to m e ."'
Som e pottery is beautiful sculp
ture, the kind that one studies care
fully and seriously, w ith hands
clasped behind the back. But
H om ing's double-w alled pots
invite passersby to hold them ,
roll them around in their hands,
marvel at their lightness— the
hollow w alls m ake the fat shapes
surprisingly light.
As far as H om ing
knows, there is only one
other potter w ho m akes
double-walled ceram ics
— and those pieces are
cleaner in line, m ore styl
ized than his own, the
artist says. H om ing's
double-walled pieces,
priced betw een $300 and
$2,000, are exhibited at
the Anderson O 'Brien
Gallery in O m aha's
Countryside Village.
Pottery connoisseurs on
more limited budgets
can purchase his utilitari
an pieces for everyday
prices, thanks to the
philosophy H om ing
adopted from Warren
M acKenzie.
H om ing recently ex
hibited in a retrospective
show w ith M acK enzie
and 15 of M acK enzie's
other graduate students.
"W arren's style is very
utilitarian," H om ing
says. "O ver the years he
has becom e very w ell know n and
gallery ow ners have begged him to
raise his prices, but his reasoning is
that art should be available to ev
eryone so that they can use it and
learn to appreciate it over the years.
You w on't m ake tea in a $500
teapot, but you w ill m ake tea in a
$30 pot. H e's m ade this argum ent
ever since I've know n him. H e's
not m aking money, but he is m ak
ing a wide audience appreciate
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Horning is shown in the third
chamber of which he was in charge.
"Each chamber is some six feet high,
seven feet wide, and about four
or five feet deep and we fill it all the
way to the top," said Horning. "We
use silicon carbide shelves about a
half an inch thick to withstand the
heat. They cost about $75 each."
Some of the pottery is shown placed
in the kiln in the top photo.

fine ceram ics."
H om ing throws several hundred
ceram ic pieces during a year— de
spite the tim e-consum ing task of
m aking the double-w alled pots.
If he w orked non-stop on those
pots, they w ould take a m onth or
m ore to com plete because of the
task of throw ing both the inner and
outer walls and because of the
lengthy drying time required. Four
tim es a year H om ing
fires up his electric kiln
at hom e— " and every
tim e I d o l think to m y
self, 'W hy did I w ait so
long? This is w hat I love
to d o / " he says.
The N oborigam a kiln
w as constructed five
years ago by Yukio
Yam am oto, a renowned
potter from H im eji City,
Japan, w ho considers
the loading of the kiln
as m uch an art as the
potm aking and the fir
ing. "Yukio said that
the kiln w ould last
300 years— he built it
to stay," H om ing says.
"In Japan this tradition
is dying out because of
all the w ood a kiln like
this requires. W e're car
rying on an im portant
tradition— passing the
flam e to a new genera
tion and a new nation
of potters."
H om ing hopes to re
turn to Flagstaff in 1992,
this tim e to supervise
the firing of the
giant N oboriga
m a Kiln, choose
the crews,
w atch over the
w ood supply,
and keep the
process— and
the flam es—
rolling
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S i 1E
C A N A L L C H R IS T IA N S C O M E T O G E T H E R ?
By Robert R Heaney, M.D.
John A. Creighton University Professor

H I hen Pope John Paul II visited
l l y Scandinavia in June 1989, the
f 1 Lutheran bishops of Sweden
were said to have asked that the excommunication of M artin Luther be
lifted. The reply we read about —
though one hopes not the only reply
given — was that no action was
possible or needed, for an excom
munication lapsed on the death of
the person involved.
That is accurate enough as far as
it goes. But if that is as far as it went,
the response would seem to have
missed the point. W hat the Swedish
bishops may have been asking was:
"Tell us that our experience has had
some worth and value." Perhaps
even: "H elp us to come hom e..."
I know of no better way to do
that than formally to begin canon
ization proceedings for Martin
Luther. More to the point, he should
be declared a doctor of the Church.
The accomplishments of the Second
Vatican Council, by themselves,
make the case for the latter designa
tion.
As Roman Catholics we have
been presented only a distorted cari
cature of Martin Luther. He was a
good man, a good husband, father
and pastor, a reformer in the truest
and best senses of the word, and a
scripture scholar and linguist of the
first magnitude. We have canonized
less good and less holy people, and
for less pressing reasons.
But Martin Luther's status in the
after-life is not what is at stake here.
Certainly no one would claim that
any papal declarations on the mat
ter could change that reality. W hat
is at stake, however, and w hat can
be affected by papal declarations, is

the ongoing scandal of the split of
the Christian churches.
The perceived irrelevance of
Christianity to our industrialized
world m ay be due more to that split
than to any other single factor. In
any case it seems quite certain that
no one of us, Lutheran, Catholic,
Reformed or Anglican, whatever
our office or position, can credibly
claim to speak in the name of the
Jesus who prayed "...that they all

m ay be one as you, Father, in me,
and I in you..." so long as we
permit this evil to continue.
No one alive today has caused
the problem, but so long as it
exists, we cannot escape responsi
bility for it. We should not let it
be reduced to a question of who is
right and who is wrong — then or
now. So long as we are divided,
and so long as we accept that fact,
we are all of us wrong. Not just
some impersonal "th ey " — but
each individual Christian who by
that nam e professes to be a disciple
of Jesus, and who gives the lie to
that profession by tacitly witnessing

not to unity but to division.
It is an evil as great, in its way, as
the evil of slavery, and as with slav
ery prior to our Civil War, it has be
come embedded in the fabric of our
society. It is a part of the way things
are. Seemingly, it is how things have
always been. We have grown up
with it and we accept it as natural.
That acceptance leads to apathy. Or
for those who do care, it is hard to
avoid feeling impotent. But the divi
sion of the Christian churches is not
natural or permanent. It is an evil
we cannot allow ourselves to be ap
athetic about. Nor need we feel im
potent. I believe we hold it in our
power to close this gaping wound
and be whole again, just as the civi
lized nations could and did abolish
slavery.
Consciousness raising is the first
step, but w e need to do more. We
need especially some formal steps.
We could start with some sort of
amalgamation that was more than
just an association — something, for
example, that accepted the unifying
function of the Petrine office with
out requiring each member commu
nion to cede to it the same powers
or prerogatives. Som ething that
would help us formally to coordi
nate our often competitive efforts at
missionary evangelization and our
w ork in the decaying cores of our
Western cities, something that at the
same time allowed us to present a
united front in the effort. Something
that sanctioned, fostered and af
firmed grass roots ecumenism. And,
not least, we need ritually to cele
brate together our common commit
m ent to our one Lord. These would
be giant steps.

A lifetim e of w orking w ithin or
ganizations has convinced m e that,
w hile diverse factions u sually can
n o t be bro u gh t to full agreem ent,
they can b e h eld together — can be
helped to w o rk for a com m on p u r
pose — even w h en they w ill not ad
here o f their ow n accord. But it re
quires u ntiring effort to m ake this
happen, and the task is never fin
ished. H old ing together a reunified
church, in all its diversity, w ill sure
ly be no less dem anding.
It is im portant, I believe, to avoid
the trap of thinking that w e have,
som ehow , to b e hom ogenized.
"C a th o lic" m eans universal, not
uniform . T he C hu rch has never
been uniform . It is n o t now, and the
record show s it never w as. E ven the
very earliest Jeru salem com m u nity
w as split b etw een w h at m ight today
b e called "co n serv ativ e" and "lib e r
a l" factions, focused initially around
the role o f the tem ple. A nd the
C hu rch for w hich M atth ew 's G ospel
w as w ritten (probably A ntioch)
seem ed to have contained irreconcil
able factions. In b o th cases the fac
tions probably never did agree, bu t
they w ere k ep t from flying apart b y
the unifying efforts of their leaders,
notably, scholars believe, Peter. A nd
so the Petrine office, im perfect as it
m ay be, has been b o th a sym bol of
unity and an active unifying force.
Som ething like it is essential if one is
to prevent the otherw ise seem ingly
inevitable disintegration and splin
tering that accom panies all hum an
effort at social organization.
But, im portant as it is, our focus
ought to b e less on the Petrine office
than on our need to accept d iversity
as w e get on w ith the pressing b u si

ness o f restoring and m aintaining
a fragile unity. Jo h n Paul II, in his
Stockholm address, him self stressed
the com p atibility of u nity and
diversity — indeed, h e said that
unity finds its fullest expression in
diversity.
T he inescapable truth is that
m u ch of the range of doctrinal and
d isciplinary positions w ithin the
m ajor Protestant com m u nions finds
its cou nterpart am ong actively p rac
ticing R om an C atholics, w ho hold
the sam e positions and raise the

'Diverse factions
in organizations.. .can be
held together-Holding

together a reunified
church in all its diversity,
will be demanding'
sam e questions b u t w ho are, b y acci
dent of birth and the structures of
our society, on one side of a tragic
split rather than the other. Besides,
the fu nd am ental doctrinal differ
ences am ong the m ajor C hristian
groups are negligible. Various in ter
faith theological com m issions have
established that p oin t beyond any
question. H abit, practice, custom ,
regulation — the broad arena
term ed technically "d iscip lin e" —

there w e differ. T hat tends to be
w here the earliest C hristian church
es differed w ithin them selves, too.
But discipline is n o t dogm a, and in
this effort w e m u st n ot let zealots of
w h atever stripe cause us to conflate
the two.
B u t to return to the plea o f the
Sw ed ish bishops, h as the Lutheran
experience b een o f value? C an w e as
R om an C atholics affirm it? Yes!
W ithout getting bogged d ow n in a
recital of details — the early u se of
the vernacular, the granting of ac
cess of scripture to all the faithful,
the em phasis on the im portance of
proclaim ing the good new s, the
leadership in scripture scholarship
— the great truth w e all need to rec
ognize is that the Lutherans and, in 
deed, each of the Protestant church
es, h ave preserved for all the rest of
us w h at others of us, in staking out
our battle lines, had throw n away.
W h enever h u m an groups split,
that w h ich one side em phasizes, the
other side rejects. Each thus aban
dons a part of its heritage. It could
n o t b e otherw ise, for the values of
each spring from com m on stock. By
rejecting the other, each side cuts it
self off, n o t only from brothers and
sisters, b u t from a p art of its ow n
past, from a part of itself. It is tim e
to be w h ole again! T he scandal of
our split is its w orst feature. This
w illful rejection o f a part of our
G od -given h eritage is n early as bad.
There are b arriers and difficulties
beyon d counting. But none of them
is insuperable and none of them is
an excuse. L et us as R om an
C atholics send a m essage that w e're
serious. L et us beg in b y canonizing
M artin Luther.

The Decline of Party Politics

n the bad old days, political party
bosses gathered periodically in
smoke-filled rooms, cut a few deals,
and emerged to announce who would
get the party nod in the next election.
Today, with party politics opened up
and presidential primaries in nearly
every state, things have improved.
Or have they?
Creighton political scientist Dr.
Thomas Mans has his doubts and thinks
some of the benefits of party control
have been overlooked in the rush to con
centrate on primaries.
Mans often is contacted by the news
media in Omaha for comment on vari
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ous political events and to offer election
analysis.
With political institutions and pro
cesses his specialty, Mans has plenty to
keep him busy in the often-chaotic politi
cal world that has replaced the old order
of party rule. There is the increasing im
pact of interest groups, a primary elec
tion system that often approaches a freefor-all, candidates running campaigns
virtually free of party influence, and the
overall question of whether a realign
ment of voter preference is taking place.
"We've created a nominating process

by accident in which voters in certain
states, primarily Iowa and New Hamp
shire, by virtue of being early, have lots
of choice," Mans said. Those in other
states, however, often find there isn't
much left to decide.
"While primaries appear very demo
cratic, in reality if you look at the kinds
of people who traditionally vote, they
(don't reflect) a broad cross-section of
the community," he said.
The lack of structure in the primary
process, Mans said, also encourages
all kinds of politicians to join in, ready
or not. "They get the presidential bug
and there they are — they're off and
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miming at age 50, or 45 or whatever.
They're really not very far along in their
political careers."
Mans thinks, for example, that
Nebraska Sen. Bob Kerrey, who has re
ceived some national press attention as a
potential presidential candidate, might
be one of those who would be better off
waiting a while. "Jimmy Carter became
president before he was ready to run for
national office," Mans said, noting that
his lack of experience in Washington was
seen by voters as an asset at the time. But
when it came time to govern, it became
clear that the presidency "really isn't a
game for amateurs," Mans said.
Unsuccessful presidential bids pose
considerable risks for politicians, who
rack up huge campaign debts, are often
pegged as losers, and risk challenges in
their own states because voters there
feel neglected.
In the days of party control, Mans
said, the party worked to groom candi
dates, and the nominee's track record
was well known to party leaders.
"The party organization's role in
screening candidates and encouraging
and discouraging candidacies has large
ly disappeared, so we're seeing more
and more self-starters, people who are
hoping to catch fire, to do the Carter
thing early," he said. "The system is very
open to a kind of entrepreneurship,
which is very much in the American tra
dition." The flip side is that this "creates
all kinds of confusion for voters trying to
choose who's good and who's bad."
Mans believes the current system
doesn't produce second- and thirdchoice candidates acceptable to all fac
tions, as did the party system of the past.
Mans proposes an alternative: a series
of national sequential primaries which
would begin with a large field of candi
dates. Those wanting to compete in the
first round would have to show some
support in a significant number of states,
possibly through petition signatures. As
Mans envisions it, each election would
be about a month apart, with candidates
gradually being eliminated until the
field is down to two, or one candidate
who gets 50 percent of the vote. This
would be followed, Mans said, by a con
vention that would choose the vice presi-
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Sequence of national
primaries is proposed
to 'narrow the field'
dential candidate and develop a party
platform.
Candidates could get their points
across to the public through a televised
debate and in blocks of broadcast time
provided from public funds or free air
time required by the government, Mans
said. This access would allow candidates
to state their case to the voters, he said:
"If there is a candidate out there who
genuinely meets your need, we ought to
be able to find (that individual)." This
system would allow a second- or thirdchoice candidate to surface and also en
courage candidates to broaden their
bases by building coalitions for the next
round, Mans said.
He sees this plan as a way to avoid
some of the potential problems inherent
in a suggested single national primary.
Such a single primary would be especial
ly susceptible to flash-in-the-pan candi
dates and to unusual circumstances at
the time of the election.
"The notion of a national sequential
primary allows us as citizens to get to
know candidates and have some experi
ence with them," he said. A single,
national primary would also require
vast amounts of money. "That's one of
the virtues of the old days. You didn't
have to be a multibillionaire to run
for president."
Mans thinks his plan for sequential
primaries would give greater power to
ordinary voters rather than issue-orient
ed activists, moving candidates closer to

the middle of the road. Mans finds the
influence of interest groups detrimental
to the parties, because the goals of inter
est groups often are at odds with the
consensus-building needs of the party.
The 1964 nomination of Arizona Sen.
Barry Goldwater was a key event in the
shift toward issues in American politics,
in Mans' view. " T h e ... New Right in the
Republican Party is the first really fun
damental, issue-oriented group to take a
hold of the party structures," he said.
That convention saw bitter battles end
ing in the triumph of the Goldwater
wing at the expense of the moderates,
and a landslide victory for Democratic
President Lyndon Johnson.
Despite the loss, "a lot of those folks
came into the party and they stayed,"
Mans said. "That's interesting, because I
don't think the Democrats have had
quite the same experience."
The concentration on issues, Mans be
lieves, has polarized American politics.
Mans noted that surveys asking people
to describe themselves as liberal or con
servative have shown fewer middle of
the readers, and more identifying them
selves as conservatives: "That middle
group is not nearly the politically domi
nant sector that it once was."
Interest groups don't have the same
incentive to win an election as a fellow
party member running on the same ticket
did in the days of straight-ticket voting,
he said. "The group's reputation and
prestige are not tied to the candidate in a
direct way — there's always another can
didate," he noted. "The best solution for
the interest groups is to have both candi
dates dead in their comer," he said,
adding that it is common for corporations
and large political action committees to
give to both candidates in an election.
"That's a perfectly reasonable, if not a
rather cynical, strategy."
Mans has observed major differences
in style between party workers and in
terest-group supporters. A party, he said,
"attracts a person who psychologically
enjoys the playing of the game, the
working of the levers, understanding the
Byzantine devices through which coali
tions are built, through which deals are
worked out. Culturally, we take that as a
perfectly valid thing for businessmen to
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do, but we don't take that as a valid
thing in politics."
Interest groups, on the other hand, at
tract those wanting to take a stand.
"Their strategy, after all, is to create an
absolute necessity on the part of individ
uals to participate and to commit, and
that necessarily makes it difficult to talk
the language of compromise."
Mans said it is difficult to tell which
came first, the rise of interest groups or
the decline of political parties. But the
fall-off of parties is clear. Mans cited
studies showing that through much of
the 1950s and into the 1960s about threefourths of Americans identified with one
of the major political parties, but that the
number of independents grew to a peak
of 36 percent in 1976 before settling near
30 percent. The popularity of split-ticket
voting is another sign of the decline of
the parties.
None of these changes have been lost
on politicians, who have replaced party
organizing with individual media cam
paigns. "It frees the candidate (who has)
enough money from the need to accom
modate party leaders. They just don't
need the party any more," Mans said.
"You have control. You're not vulnerable
to stupid things th a t... somebody else (in
the party) may say or do."
In addition to the decline of tradition
al party power, the Democratic party has
had some major setbacks in recent years,
especially in presidential races. Mans
agrees that the Democratic coalition is
not what it used to be, and thinks a re
alignment is under way, but not the kind
of massive shift that occurred in the
1930s. The old rules of demographics or
economic class just don't seem to fit the
new situation, as the Republicans appeal
successfully to such groups as blue-collar
workers and Hispanics, he said.
Roman Catholic voters are one ele
ment of the old New Deal coalition that
the Democrats can no longer count on,
Mans said: "A lot of the Catholic identity
with the Democratic Party was the re
flection of some things which were true
a hundred years ago, (and) up to at least
the '50s. It's the immigrant tradition, the
sense of the urban Democratic parties as
the defender of immigrant cultural val
ues." Catholic prosperity has changed
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no longer be counted
on by the Democrats
that situation, Mans said. "Catholics no
longer exist much as a bloc distinctive
within the Democratic party. They have
been one of the groups which has helped
build the modem Republican Party."
The changing political agenda, with
the rise of such social issues as abortion,
has "taken some toll on the part of cul
turally conservative Catholics who have
... certainly become less loyal as voters..."
Democratic gains in the fall elections,
however, offered a glimmer of hope to
Democrats hoping to turn things
around, Mans said. "I think they've
gained some momentum." The
Democrats' portrayal of the Republicans
as the party of the rich in the 1990 bud
get debate struck a chord with voters. "It
defuses some of the cultural and social
issues that the Republicans had used to
pull at least some segments away from
the Democratic Party," Mans said.
President Bush's privileged background
leaves him particularly vulnerable to
such charges by Democrats in a way for
mer President Reagan was not, he said.
Although the Republicans didn't do
badly, for an off-year election, Mans said
he thinks "the air is out of the balloon for
a while" for the GOP. Looking toward
the 1992 election, Mans expects Bush to
be competitive and not to face any
challengers within his party, though prob
lems in the Middle East or a deep reces
sion could change everything. "The
grounds for Bush's popularity are pretty
thin," he said.

Democratic gains in the fall have
sparked more interest in potential
Democratic challengers to George Bush.
Various names have surfaced, but Mans
thinks Georgia Sen. Sam Nunn would be
a good choice: "Sam Nunn would be the
strongest candidate, probably, the
Democrats could put in the field."
Mans sees abortion as a potential
wild card in 1992, particularly if a prochoice Catholic, such as New York Gov.
Mario Cuomo, runs. "I think frankly he's
going to have troubles, and it's going to
come from the Catholics, not from the
Protestants. And I don't know to what
extent he wants to fight that out." Mans
pointed out that he received a mailing
urging Catholics to have the Knights of
Columbus bar pro-choice Catholic office
holders from the organization.
No matter who wins, however, Mans
foresees difficulties carrying out long
term policy goals in the current political
climate. "As parties weaken, presidents'
abilities to guide and direct policy-mak
ing have declined and the whole ques
tion of finding solid policy becomes
more and more difficult," he said. With
the parties no longer defining the agen
da, interest groups take over that role,
often behind the scenes, Mans said:
"The trouble is that the unorganized
majority of people have trouble having
their interests represented without a
strong party."
The federal budget debate in the fall
illustrated the problem as both Demo
cratic and Republican leaders, including
President Bush, had a difficult time putt
ing together a package their members
would back, said Mans. Representatives
and senators were unwilling to look be
yond their special interests, he said.
Mans anticipates further problems
with party support for President Bush in
the Persian Gulf crisis. Bush's lack of
confidence in congressional support for
his actions are, Mans said, "leading him
to make fairly sweeping claims about ex
ecutive prerogatives," that may not
stand up to constitutional scrutiny of his
role as commander-in-chief of the armed
forces. If presidents believe Congress is
not open to a serious discussion of policy
options, attempts to stretch presidential
authority may follow. E3
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M ID D L E E A S T C H R O N O L O G Y :

Aug. 7, 1990-

J c lR . 1 6 , 1 9 7 9

— The Shah of Iran,
an American ally, falls from power and
seeks asylum in the United States. He is
succeeded in March by the Ayatollah
Khomeni.

Fearing an Iraqi
invasion, U.S. troops are dispatched to
Saudi Arabia, long an enemy of Israel
which receives billions of dollars yearly in
aid from the United States.

NOV. 4, 1979

Aug. 14, 1990 — Syria, which the

— Seventy-one
American hostages are taken captive by
Iran in a grueling 131/2-month ordeal.

United States has officially condemned as
a terrorist state, comes to the aid of the
United States against its enemy, Iraq.

Dec. 2 3 , 1 9 8 2 — U.S. senators
protest the shipment of helicopters to
Iraq, asserting that this action violates
supposed U.S. neutrality in the Iran-Iraq
war. Americans also learn this month that
the U.S. government is supplying Iraq
with $210 million in food credits. Saudi
Arabia and Kuwait also are sending aid
to equip Iraq in its war with Iran.

J u ly 1 7 -1 8 , 1 9 9 0

— The world
wide price of oil plummets and Iraq asks
Kuwait to dissolve its foreign aid debt.
Kuwait refuses.
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19, 1990

Aug. 2, 1990

NOV.
— With more than
300,000 U.S. troops committed to the
deserts of Saudi Arabia, a shipment of
body bags arrives among the supplies,
just about in time for the G.I.s' first
Thanksgiving Day celebration under the
hot Middle Eastern sun.

Aug. 3,1990 - T h e United States

- Hussein announces release of all foreign nationals;
return of hostages to homelands begins.
President Bush says the releases do not ob
viate the need for Iraq to get out of Kuwait.

— At the command
of Saddam Hussein, Iraqi forces march
into Kuwait; in hours Kuwait falls to
Hussein's massive assault. U.S. President
Bush condemns the invasion and orders
economic sanctions against Iraq.

and the Soviet Union issue a joint state
ment condemning the invasion of Kuwait.

December 1990
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f A m ericans think they have just
entered a play in the M iddle East
that has been under w ay for a long
tim e w ithout them , th at thought m ay
b e pretty close to the truth, according
to Creighton Professor of History
Ross H om ing.
But it is a'play that w e m ust un
derstand if w e are to have a part in it,
H om ing believes. The Creighton
professor is convinced that A m eri
cans m ust grasp w hy w e have sent
troops to Saudi Arabia, w hat con
flicts have seethed for centuries
along the Persian G u lf and w hat
could result as. w e A m ericans b e
com e involved in those age-old
struggles.
A m ericans represent an enem y
culture to m any nations in the
M iddle East. "W e (Am ericans repre
sent) the epitom e of the ChristianJudaic civilization, w e are Israel's
strongest supporter,’ (and w e have)
literally throw n ourselves into the
labyrinth of Arab-Islam ic politics," •
H om ing says.
The m ajority of Iraqis are Sunni
M uslim s, as are som e 95 percent of
Saudi A rabians, H om ing points out.
Kuw ait is also a Sunni nation. But
Iranians are Shiite M uslim s, w ith
that split "reaching all the w ay back
to a dispute concerning the first suc
cessor to M oham m ed ," H om ing ex
plains.
Shiites, unlike Sunnis, also have
the concept of the "Im m an,"
H om ing says. That leader, "so m e
w hat in the m anner of the pope of
the Rom an C atholic faith, interprets
the K oran for M oslem s and com 
m ands the loyalty of the fa ith fu l"
The Ayatollah Khom eni w as perhaps
the m ost w ell-know n present-day
Imman.
So, understanding that Iraq and
Kuw ait are m em bers of the sam e .
Sunni tradition, know ing that Iraq
has long felt K uw ait belongs to Iraq,
and rem em bering Iraq's 1961 inva
sion of K uw ait as soon as Kuw ait
w as released from British protection,
the Creighton professor says, m ake
it easy to see how Saddam H ussein
could today invade this sm all, piv
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otal country that lies along the gulf.
Kuw ait, rich in oil reserves —
about 20 percent of the w orld 's su p
ply — is also of strategic value in the
M iddle East and has long been con
sidered a prize piece o f real estate,
H om ing.adds. "Iraqi presence in
K uw ait endangers not only Saudi
A rabia," H om ing says, "b u t Israel
as w ell." .
. • H om ing says both President
George Bush and H ussein by m idD ecem ber w ere in a position where
they couldn't back out gracefully: "I
think (the United States) w ill be (in
the Persian Gulf) for a long time, that
there w ill b e an A m erican presence
for m any y ears."
No one, in spite of a few gestures
on the part of European nations, is as
com m itted to righting the balance in

% think the US.
will be in the
Persian Gulffor
many years' >•
the M iddle East as the United States
has becom e, H om ing adds. "I don't
think w e are aw are that the tw o most
pow erful countries in the w orld
today are G erm any and J^pan. They
are m aking only a lim ited financial
com m itm ent, perhaps because they
see that econom ic m ight is replacing
m ilitary d om inance" as a w orldw ide
pow er strategy.
"E ven w ithout (Germ an and
Japanese) constitutional restrictions
against m aintaining arm ed forces, I
can't im agine their full participation
in O peration D esert Shield."
By contrast, H om ing sees
Am erica further entangling itself
w ith m ore and m ore "client states,"
nations propped up econom ically
and m ilitarily by the United States.
H om ing also believes that
"G eorge Bush is going to have to try
to convince the A m erican people that
this is a fight w e should be in ." But,
H om ing adds, "unless (the president

has) the support of the m ajority of
the A m erican p eo p le" he w ill not be
able to continue the war. "W h en you
call up the reserves, you are getting
at the A m erican m iddle class," w ho
have access to m ore political pres
sure than the regular arm ed forces
personnel, m any of w hom tend to be
A m erica's poor.
Bush also faces in the person of
H ussein som eone w ho believes "the
prize — 20 percent of th e w orld's oil,
control of the gulf and a position to
threaten Israel — is w orth the gam 
b le," H om ing says.
After all, H ussein's country has
been at w ar since 1980, and econom ic
sanctions "w ill not force H ussein to
withdraw. H e does not have to do
anything. H e can just sit there. He
w ill not give th e m ulti-national
forces an excuse to say that he start
ed the w ar."
As to the release of foreign nation
als held hostage since A ugust in Iraq,
H om ing believes H ussein is m otivat
ed less by a change of heart than by
his "pu blic im age in the West. He
still w ants w hat he wants: K uw ait."
H om in g says there is a quality of
illusion about the A m erican build-up
in Saudi Arabia: "W e think w e have
control, bu t w e've probably un
leashed som ething w e can 't control.
This is not Panam a or Grenada. •*
"In fact, there is som ething akin to
a Greek tragedy in this situation. It is
chilling. You can see tw o forces com 
ing together that have strength w ay
beyond the strength of the individu
als involved.
"I d on't think w e A m ericans real
ize, as w e send our cookies overseas,
w hat an om inous situation this has
b e c o m e ... how m uch w e are risk
in g ," in A m erican resources and
A m erican lives, H om ing says.
He adds that Am ericans m ay find
a poignancy about th e N ineties that
echoes the Sixties: "Perhaps w e ll be
asking once again, 'W here have all
the young m en and w om en gone?'
I'm afraid the answ er m ay be, 'G one
to soldiers, every one.'"B 3
By Pamela Vaughn
WINDOW Associate Editor

25

A lumnews
A lumnitems
37 J. Walter J. Jones, Arts, Kansas City,
Mo., has been named senior counsellor
of the Missouri Bar by the Missouri Bar
and its board of governors.
43 Maurice J. Steier, BSPha, Omaha,
has retired after 47 years as a phar
macist, 44 of which were spent as owner
of Steier Pharmacy in Omaha. He
and his wife are the parents of eight
children who have all graduated from
Creighton.
65 Monsignor Russell M. Bleich,
MSEdu, Waterloo, Iowa, a leading
Catholic elementary and secondary edu
cator for the past 25 years, has received
the Creighton University Presidential
Citation.
69 Kathleen Barrett Cavanaugh, BA,
Omaha, author o f "Mother's Day/' has
published a new book entitled "I Can't
Sleep with Those Elves Watching Me."
78 Randy F. Eccker, BA, Omaha, has
been named assistant general manager
of the Omaha Racers, a professional
basketball team in the Continental
Basketball Association.
81 Joanne Langabee, MS, Bellevue,
Neb., was one of four teachers in the
state of Nebraska to be selected for a
Presidential Award For Excellence In
Science And Mathematics Teaching. She
was honored at a White House awards
ceremony and has received a signed
Presidential Citation. She currently
teaches secondary science at PapillionLaVista High School in Papillion, Neb.
84 Thomas F. Klumper, BA, Arlington,
Va., has earned a juris doctor degree
from Drake University Law School and
a masters in business and taxation and
international law from McGeorge School
of Law in Sacramento, Calif. He is
currently working with the United
States Tax Court as an attorney-advisor
for Special Trial Judges Calloway and
Dinan in Washington, D.C.
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85 Deborah McKeone, JD, Omaha,
has been appointed chief counsel in the
Omaha office of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development.
90 Ruth W. Beyerhelm, JD, Omaha,
has joined the law firm of Erickson &
Sederstrom in Omaha as an associate.

W eddings
62 Jean Provaznik Ramacciotti, Arts,
and Julian Alonso, Nov. 3,1989, living in
Palo Alto, Calif.
64 Marilyn Echavez and Michael J.
Wiedel, BS, June 23,1990, living in New
York, N.Y.
78 Carol A. Schroeder, BS, and Scott
C. Christiansen, July 14,1990, living in
Iowa City, Iowa.
80 Caroline Ring and James E.
Quinlan, BSBA, Sept. 8,1990, living in
St. Paul, Minn.
83 Barbara E. Nordmark, BSMth, and
Jack E. Hunt Jr., June 9,1990, living in
Iowa City, Iowa.
Joan Smith, BSBA, and Eric H.
Petersen, Sept. 21,1990, living in
Minnapolis, Minn.
84 Kimberly Hinners, BSN, and
Richard Pollmiller, July 21,1990, living
in Englewood, Colo.
Lasholita Jackson and Dr. Timothy
C. Ermatinger, BA, June 1,1990, living
in Chicago, 111.
Amy C. Swain and Capt. Judd H.
Lyons, Arts, Aug. 4,1990, living in
Omaha.
85 Denise M. Gatschet, BSN, and
Brian M. Sieben, Aug. 18,1990, living in
Overland Park, Kan.
Mary Rosno, BSBA, and Kevin
Grode, June 15,1990, living in Omaha.
86 Kathryn Heifer, BS, and Charles
D. Hudek, BSPha'85, June 16,1990,
living in Omaha.
Susan Kunkel, BSBA, and James P.
King, JD'89, Aug. 10,1990, living in
Omaha.

Elizabeth M. Malone, BSN, and
Michael B. Meek, July 14,1990, living in
Lenexa, Kan.
87 Stacy L. Williams and John F.
Trapp, BS, July 21,1990, living in Mary
Land Heights, Mo.
88 Amy Davis and Phillip L.
Markham, DDS, July 28,1990, living in
Harlan, Iowa.
Carol A. Card, BA, and Jonathan
Ash, Aug. 3,1990, living in Scottsdale,
Ariz.
Susan Schildberg, BSN, and
Patrick J. Starr, BSPha, Aug. 11,1990,
living in Bursville, Minn.
Elizabeth Sundermeier, BA, and
Michael W. Emmer, MS, Aug 18,1990,
living in Omaha.
Susan E. Widdicombe, MS, and W.
Heinz Rodgers, Sept. 15,1990, living in
Kansas City, Kan.

B irths
71 Stephen J. Dreyer, MD, and Nancy
Dreyer, Fremont, Neb., a daughter,
Lauren Elizabeth, Sept. 21,1990.
76 Timothy Mullaney Sr. and Janice
Jitchaku Mullaney, BA, Plover, Wis., a
daughter, Miki Hokulani, Jan. 6,1990.
77 Thomas E. Brabec, BA, and Mary
Ellen Brabec, Homewood, 111., a daugh
ter, Maureen Elizabeth, May 30,1990.
78 Dr. Ed Olsen and Susan Higgins
Olsen, MD, Morrisville, Vt., a son, Evan
Rhys, June 8,1990.
79 Scott A. White, JD, and Ann
White, Plateville, Wis., a son, Jordan
Lee, June 23,1990.
80 Daniel R. Myers, BA, and
Rosemarie Myers, La Vista, Neb., a son,
Reece Anthony, March 25,1990.
Charles P. Runyan and Deborah
Dempster Runyan, BSN, Gaithersburg,
Md., a son, Charles Alexander, May 11,
1990.
81 Mark N. Groff and Keralyn
Hummel Groff, BA, Vadnais Heights,
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U niversity N ews
CBS brings show to
Creighton Campus
On Nov. 29, CBS-TV brought
Charles Kuralt and Lesley Stahl
to the Creighton campus,
where a segment of "America
Tonight" originated from the
Student Center.
The show positioned Kuralt
and Stahl in front of the Cen
ter's fireplace and bedecked the
area with Christmas finery for
the occasion. "America
Tonight" sought opinions of
people in the Midwest about
the situation in the Middle
East.
Photo by Don Doll, S.J.

Minn., a daughter, Alissa Dawn, July 23,
1990.
Thomas E. Rohr, BSBA, and
Therese McGowan Rohr, BA, Olathe,
Kan., a daughter, Anne, Aug. 15,1990.
Steven J. Thomson, DDS, and
Jamee S. Thomson, Biloxi, Miss., a son,
Travis James, June 19,1990.
82 John R Famen, MD, and Mary A.
Sauvey, MD'83, Ypsilanti, Mich., a son,
Conall Roark, June 1,1990.
Robin G. Holtmeier and Mary Beth
Eikmeier Holtmeier, BSRT'82, Lincoln,
Neb., a daughter, Kellie Rae, July 25,1990.
Lt. John J. McGinn, BA, and
Virginia McGinn, Virginia Beach, Va., a
son, Michael Kennedy, June 30,1990.
83 Thomas E. Carney, JD, and Victoria
Carney, Prospect Heights, 111., a son,
Patrick, July 11,1990.
Sean P. Galvin, BSBA, and Mary
Galvin, St. Paul, Minn., a daughter,
Brigid Mary, Sept. 13,1990.
James E. Hougas, MD, and Barbara
Baker Hougas, BSPha'82, Morris, 111., a
son, Robert Paul, Sept. 20,1990.
Michael Kerkman, BSBA, and Tina
Kerkman, Dickinson, N.D., a daughter,
Mikaela Marie, July 29,1990.
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Michael D. Matejka, JD, and
Connie Matejka, Omaha, a daughter,
Katherine Marie, Oct. 7,1990.
Mark A. Moreno, JD, and
Margaret Swath Moreno, BSN, Pierre,
S.D., a daughter, Michelle Christine,
July 7,1990.
Dr. Stephen J. Schomer, BS, and
Dr. Amy Rounds Schomer, BS, Iowa
City, Iowa, a son, David Christopher,
Oct. 20,1990.
84 Ronald M. Chaffin, JD, and Anne
Ramsey Chaffin, BA'85, Omaha, a
daughter, Evyn Anne, July 7,1990.
Todd Holzer and Molly O'Connor
Holzer, BSN, Escondido, Calif., a son,
Christopher Joseph, A ug.14,1990.
Ray F. Kiefer III, MD, and
Jacquelyn Olerich Kiefer, BSN'80,
North Muskegon, Mich., a daughter,
Regina Rae, July 19,1990.
Jeffrey P. Johnson, BA, and

Cynthia Kueter Johnson, BSN,
Matteson, 111., a daughter, Emily Rose,
April 29,1990.
Thomas T. Weir, MBA, and

Jeannie Rossini Weir, BSPha'83,
Manassas, Va., a son, Matthew Thomas,
May 10,1990.

Antoine E. Wakim, DDS, and
Mimi Wakim, Wichita, Kan., a daughter,
Lily, Feb. 11,1990.
85 Mark F. Duren, BSBA, and Johna
Duren, Omaha, a son, Austin Patrick,
Oct. 23,1989.

D eaths
28 Clarence S. Moran, MD, Omaha,
Neb., October 1990.

George A. Schmidtmann, DDS,
Sun City, Ariz., Oct. 27,1990.
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Dwight A. Schwertley, JD,

Missouri Valley, Iowa, November 1990.
34 Elmer R. Porter, MD, Kentfield,
Calif., Aug. 27,1990.
41 Jeane Mortensen, wife of Charles
N. Mortensen, BSPha, Salem, Ore.,
Aug. 21,1990.

46 Sr. Mary Patricia O'Brien, O.S.M.,
BS, Omaha, Neb., October 1990.
50 Robert J. Stejskal, BS, Seattle,
Wash., October 1990.

60 Sr. Miriam A. Hennessey, O.S.F,
MA, Davenport, Iowa, Oct. 27,1990.
Thomas F. Plank, DDS, Omaha,
Neb., Oct. 18,1990.
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health

science

LISRART

We'd like to thank all
those who contributed $7.8
million in scholarships and
financial aid through their
gifts to the Campaign for
Creighton. We are particular
ly pleased that $7.1 million
of that is endowed, which
means it will keep on pro
viding needed funds for
Creighton students far into
the future.
Your gifts help make a
Creighton education afford
able for many talented stu
dents who might not other
wise be able to come here.
You can be proud of that.
And we are proud that you
chose to join with all of us
at Creighton whose mission
it is to provide quality edu
cation in the finest Jesuit
tradition.

Kimberly Tjaden, Bismark, N.D., one of six students
who are the first recipients of the Clare Boothe Luce
Scholarships for women studying in science.
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