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LETTERS
Window Magazine edits Letters to 
the Editor, primarily to conform to 

space limitations. Personally signed 
letters are given preference fo r  

publication. Our FAX telephone 
number is: (402) 280-2549.

Rectifying an Om ission
Regarding my essay, "Does the Church 
Reflect Mediterranean Roots?" in the 
Summer 1994 issue of Window, I'd like 
to rectify an inadvertent omission, as it 
will not only fulfill an obligation but also 
inform readers where they can find more 
on the subject.

Fordham University Press, which 
published my recent study, A View from 
Rome: On the Eve of the Modernist Crisis 
(1993), granted permission to use copy
righted material from that book for my 
Window essay, on condition that Window 

acknowledge the original source.
I thank you for including this 

information.
David G. Schultenover, S.J.

Creighton University

Remarkable Characters
I write to tell you how much I enjoyed 
the article featuring John Mulhall in the 
recent issue of Window magazine.

Bob Reilly's talent and skill in captur
ing the true essence of his subjects is 
simply marvelous — how well I remem
ber similar articles featuring Father 
Reinert, Father Deglman, and Don 
Keough.

These remarkable characters are leg
endary and I find it equally remarkable 
that Creighton has so many of their ilk 
as a part of its heritage.

William M. Kizer, BusAd'49 
Omaha

Smooth Story
Congratulations on the superb article on 
John Mulhall. It is a fascinating story 
about an Irishman with a green thumb 
written by an Irishman with the gift of 
words.

The story flows smoothly as a mead
ow brook gliding gently over silvery 
sands and sunlit gravel bars.
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The delightful photo on page 17 
reflects John's expansive personality and 
whimsical humor.

John Scott, S.J.
Creighton University 

Omaha

Com petitive Conversation
In "Mulhall the Storyteller," Bob Reilly 
does a masterful job of weaving a 
delightful story about one of the great 
put-on artists by talking to the man him
self. I can only imagine how many enter
taining but irrelevant avenues were 
explored in the conversation. The meet
ing between these two must have 
demonstrated the chaos that results 
when an interview disintegrates into a 
competitive sport.

The story does clarify a point that 
concerned me. John Mulhall is a 
seanachie. I assumed he was a taller than 
average leprechaun. Thanks for setting 
me straight.

But for those who know these two, 
the story leaves an unanswered ques
tion: who got stiffed with the check?

Harry A. Dolphin, BS'49 
Omaha

Chocolate Chip Rule
I read your article on Creighton alumna, 
poet/novelist Carol Muskie Dukes with 
interest because I was one of the faculty 
members privileged to attend a luncheon 
in her honor hosted by Eileen Lieben.

As a professor who teaches writing 
and speech, I was dismayed that you 
mentioned a controversial poem that in 
her capacity as editor, Ms. Dukes includ
ed in a 1967 issue of Shadows, and which 
she alleges was the cause of the maga
zine's campus confiscation. You titillated 
your readers by saying the poem con
tained the word breasts (pardon the 
pun), and then chose not to include this 
four-line verse "Bobby Baby." First of all, 
this mention without follow-up violates 
what I call the Chocolate Chip Rule of 
writing and speaking — introducing a 
topic and abandoning it is the intellectu
al equivalent of telling a guest that 
you've baked chocolate chip cookies and 
not offering at least one.

Secondly it would've been important 
to include this poem as an operational

definition of Ms. Dukes' remarks on how 
conservative the campus was in the late 
sixties. What's most disheartening is the 
possibility that the magazine's 1994 fail
ure to include a poem that mentions the 
word breasts is a measure of how conser
vative Window’s editorial policy is today. 
How about printing the abandoned but 
not forgotten poem "Bobby Baby" in 
your next issue?

Mary Hart, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 

Journalism/Mass Communication 
Creighton University

(Editor's Note: Here's the cookie.)

How Come? Bobby, Baby
How come? Bobby,
Baby, how come you 
Want my breasts 
To turn into balloons?

(name the color 
Bobby,

Baby.)
So you can pop them?

— Kathleen Smith

Bravo to a C.U. Poet
Thanks so much for the story on Carol 
Muske Dukes. As an active poet, any
time I would come across one of her 
poems, I would stop and take note, 
didn't know why. Now I realize we 
graduated the same year, though I didn't 
know her then.

I would point out that among her 
achievements, she graced the cover of the 
July-August 1991 issue of The American 
Poetry Review, which, for my money, is 
the most prestigious poetry journal in 
our country. Bravo to the C.U. grad.

Phil Flott Jr., BA’67 
Omaha

Enjoyable Reading
The Summer '94 issue was excellent. I 
especially enjoy reading about people I 
knew on campus "way back when." This 
time I was delighted to read about Dr. 
Michael McCann and his service to the 
elderly in Los Angeles. Mike was a stu
dent dentist when I was a C.U. under
grad, and he did lots of dental work for 
me — of high quality too. I was impressed 
with his kindness and consideration at

that time. Even though he was still a stu
dent he inspired perfect confidence. I am 
not surprised at how he "turned out."

In the same issue, Rev. Schultenover's 
article on the Mediterranean roots of the 
Catholic Church was quite a revelation! I 
had never before considered how much 
alike are the Church and the Mafia. This 
explains a lot about how women are 
treated in both organizations.

Jean Luckett Harkin, BA'61 
Ames, Iowa

Doll and Reilly
I've thought about writing this note 
several times. I really meant to follow 
through when I saw Don Doll's wonder
ful piece on Native Americans.

Dartmouth has one of the country's 
most successful programs for Native 
American college students, and that 
program, the kids and the faculty have 
become important to me. Don's photos 
were very special, and I shared them 
with our students.

Now, I am finally typing that long- 
overdue note. Bob Reilly's story on 
"Mulhall, The Storyteller," really touched 
my Irish heart. Although I no longer 
work for Creighton Public Relations, 
Window makes me feel like I'm still part 
of an interesting and diverse family.

N. Kathryn Clark 
Assistant Director 

Dartmouth College News Service 
Hanover, New Hampshire

W atching Over the Church
Holy Spirit — Thank You.

Fr. Schultenover's thoughts and histo
ry on the Mediterranean Family back
ground of our church were most interest
ing. It sure showed me how the Holy 
Spirit, with perfect guidance, has 
watched over the church for centuries.

I have never been able to understand 
how a woman can feel she is missing 
something. Men and women are differ
ent, as God planned. It's so simple — I 
can do many things better than a man 
and men can do things better than I can.

Mary Anne Doran 
Omaha
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By Lawrence Raful
Dean and Professor o f  Law  

Creighton Law SchoolIn one of the important 
scenes in the movie "Field 
of Dreams/' "The Voice" 

sends baseball fan and Iowa 
farmer Ray Kinsella east to 
meet reclusive writer 
Terrance Mann. When they

Lawrence Raful meet' RaY tells Mann that he 
was inspired by the author's

words: "There comes a time when all the cosmic 
tumblers have clicked into place and the uni
verse opens itself up for a few seconds to show 
you what's possible." I enjoyed the quote when I 
first heard it a few years ago; now I've lived it. 
For a few hours this past spring, many of my 
thoughts and questions about the notion of 
"courage" came tumbling together and clicked 
into place, and I saw what was possible in the 
human spirit.

What were the pieces that fit together in the

puzzle? It wasn't apparent at the time, but now I 
see that the pieces were not disjointed, but were 
moving together slowly and steadily, like the 
drifting continents, to form one larger jigsaw 
puzzle. My background as the son of a concen
tration camp survivor, my lectures in Legal 
Ethics classes about Dr. Stanley Milgram, a lec
ture by Dr. Ruth Purtilo, the movie "Schindler's 
List," my daughter's journey to visit the concen
tration camps in Poland, the celebration of my 
uncle as a Righteous Gentile, the 1944 postcard of 
a 19-year-old girl who was sent to a concentra
tion camp; these were the pieces that "tumbled" 
together and clicked into place one night in April 
1994, in Budapest, Hungary.

Legal Ethics and Stanley Milgram

In addition to my administrative duties at 
Creighton, I have enjoyed, for a number of years

What makes a King 

out o f a slave? 

Courage!

What makes the flag 

on the mast to wave? 

Courage!

What makes the elephant 

charge his tusk 

In the misty mist, 

or the dusky dusk? 

What makes the muskrat 

guard his musk?

Courage!

What makes the 

Sphinx the 

seventh wonder?

Courage!

What makes the 

dawn come up 

like thunder? 

Courage!

What makes the 

Hottentot so hot? 

What puts the "ape" 

in apricot?

What have they got 

that I ain't got? 

Courage!

-Zeke, the Cowardly Lion, 
from the original script of 

"The Wizard of Oz"
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At right, the " interroga

tors" in Dr. Stanley 
Milgram's psychological 

experiments often took 

their ",subjects" 

to the top level o f "pain" 

in their attempts to follow  

the orders they were given 

by Milgram. Here, an 

interrogator forces the 

subject's hand onto the 
fake electric plate to 

administer the highest 

level o f "shock."

In photo at right, taken 
during World War II, 

Raful's mother Zsuzsi 
(second from right) 

is shown with her twin 

sister Edit (left) 

and another sister, Mary 

(second from left). At the 

right is first cousin Zsuzsi, 
who died in a Nazi 

concentration camp.
In the picture, the four are 

hiding their Jewish stars, 
which the Nazi occupiers 

required all jews to wear 

and display.

now, teaching the required course in Legal 
Ethics. It is a pleasure to get to know students as 
a teacher rather than just as an administrator.

I have learned that I can count on students to 
ask each year the same difficult question: "What 
should we do if the partner in our law firm tells

us to do something that we feel is unethical?" I 
have over the years fashioned an answer which 
attempts to help the students understand that 
there is a response between the two extremes of 
resigning in protest or simply accepting the part
ner's directive for fear of losing their jobs. We 
talk about how to act ethically and sensibly, and 
why taking the ethical route 
may not necessarily lead 
to a dismissal from 
employment.

My attempt to find fur
ther answers to that question 
led me to the work of Dr.
Stanley Milgram, a member 
of the Department of 
Psychology at Yale 
University. In the late 1950s 
he became interested in the 
stories he had heard from 
survivors of the Nazi con
centration camps.
Specifically, he focused on 
those who worked in the 
death camps, and why they 
obeyed orders to exterminate

millions of innocent victims. He wondered why 
people obeyed authority to this extreme end.

Milgram wanted to take a closer look at obe
dience to authority and he set up a simple exper
iment at Yale University. A "subject" comes to a 
psychology laboratory and is told to carry out a 

series of acts that come 
increasingly into conflict with 
his conscience. This "inter
rogator" sits at an impressive 
looking electric shock genera
tor and asks questions of a stu
dent, although in reality the 
shock generator is fake and the 
student, attached to a fake 
"electric plate," is an actor. The 
subject is told that he or she is 
part of an experiment on 
learning, and when the "stu
dent" makes a mistake, the 
subject must administer 
increasingly higher electric 

shocks. The main question is how far the subject 
will go to comply with the experimenter's 
instructions before refusing to carry them out.

The results of the test were diametrically 
opposed to what Milgram and a group of psy
chologists had predicted. Rather than all subjects 
"breaking off" the experiment well before they
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believed they were administering 
a dangerous level of electric 
shock, 26 of the 40 subjects in the 
first test administered the shock to 
the maximum, to a level they were 
told was dangerous. Vocal 
protests were added by the fake 
test victim, but 25 of the next 40 
"experimenters" administered the 
entire test. Similar results were 
obtained even when the subject 
was in the same room as the "vic
tim," and, when the subject had to 
physically hold the victim's hand 
to the electric plate, 12 of 40 sub
jects were prepared to administer 
the maximum level of shock.

Professor Milgram hoped to 
explain why certain participants 
broke off the experiment, why 
they disobeyed. Milgram believed 
that disobedience is a general 
form of strain, and if the strain is 
sufficiently powerful it will lead 
first to dissent then to disobedi
ence. While dissent refers to the 
subject's expression of disagree
ment with the course of action, 
disobedience is the ultimate 
means whereby strain is brought 
to an end. Professor Milgram 
believed that disobedience is an 
act that does not come easily.

There are, of course, enormous 
differences between carrying out 
the orders of a commanding offi
cer during times of war and carrying out the 
orders of a scientist in an experiment (or of a 
partner in a law firm). Yet certain relationships 
remain, and one may ask how does a person 
behave when told by a legitimate authority to act 
against the third individual? That is, perhaps, the 
most fundamental lesson of the study: Ordinary 
people, doing their jobs, and without any partic
ular hostility on their part, can become agents in 
a terribly destructive process. They do not 
become angry. Something far more dangerous is 
revealed: the capacity for people to abandon

their own humanity.
My students' reaction was powerful and 

immediate to the Milgram lecture and to a video
tape of a Milgram experiment. Students were 
stunned, I think, by the apparent cruelty of the 
subjects, especially in that the cruelty was imper
sonal and without anger or passion. Did it mean 
that they might become such actors in the law 
firm setting? It certainly gave them pause 
to think about obedience to authority in the 
practice of law.

Above, Raful's mother 

Zsuzsi (Suzy) is shown at 
right with her twin sister 

Edit, 10 (left), and her 
older sister Mary, 12 

(center). The picture was 

taken in 1935.
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Below, in a photo taken 

July 9, 1945, Raful's 

mother is 20, his dad, 22, 

then an American soldier. 
They met after the war 
at a relocation center 

for concentration 

camp survivors.

Dr. Ruth Purtilo 
and "Courage"

For many years I 
concentrated on the 
"how" of that stu
dent question: "How 
should I act?" But a 
few years ago I was 
privileged to heap at 
an Omaha

medical-legal dinner, a lecture by Dr. Ruth 
Purtilo, one of this country's leading experts on 
ethical behavior and a member of the Center for 
Health Policy and Ethics at Creighton. Dr. Purtilo 
is a splendid and thoughtful speaker, and her lec
ture that night concentrated on the notion that 
we don't use the word "courage" much anymore. 
Dr. Purtilo described courage as growing from a 
"seed," a powerful action that is a reaction to fear 
or threats. In her view, there is a difference 
between courage and moral courage, in that 
moral courage assists a "publicly recognized and 
worthwhile goal." She urged lawyers and doc
tors to display moral courage to help heal the 
problems of our country.

I realized that I had only scratched the surface 
with my students, for while I talked to them 
about "how to act," I had not discussed with

Dr. Ruth Purtilo

them the "where" of that question: from where 
does the strength to act come? I had put the cart 
before the horse, because you first must decide to 
act before deciding what you will do. I under
stood then that the discussion with students 
needed to start with a focus on personal courage, 
and this helped me focus my class lectures 
about obedience to authority and Dr. Milgram's 
experiments.

"Schindler's List" 
and Sarah Raful's Travels

Think back to this past spring, to the release 
across the country of the movie "Schindler's 
List." I certainly was not prepared for the over
whelming reaction to the film by people of all 
ages, races, religions, economic strata, etc. I had 
assumed that the movie would have a very limit
ed viewing audience, due to the intense and hor
rific subject matter, and would close in cities like 
Omaha after only a week or two in the theater. 
Much to my surprise, the movie was a block
buster here and across the country. More impor
tantly, it provoked great discussions about 
the Holocaust and the courage of this person 
acting alone.

Students this year, during my annual 
"Milgram" lectures, certainly wanted to bring 
Schindler into the discussion. What would he 
have done in the Milgram experiment, they won
dered? And would the "early" Schindler have 
performed differently than the Schindler we saw 
at the end of the movie? And, if so, why? What 
experience did he have that might have caused 
him to break off the Milgram experiment, much 
as he had "broken off" the Hitler "experiment?"

And on top of all of the Schindler discussion 
this past spring, our eldest daughter Sarah, now 
16, was selected to participate in The March of 
the Living, which brings together 5,000 youth, 
Jewish and Christian, from across the world, to 
spend a week in Poland learning first-hand 
about the concentration camps, and then a week 
in Israel visiting many religious and historical 
sites. Sarah participated in The March, so titled 
because as part of the program the participants 
recreate the two-mile "death march" from
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Auschwitz to Birkenau. She did so soon after 
watching "Schindler's List/' and she stood in the 
places where Schindler and his people stood,

Uncle Gyuszi and Raful.

making the experience even more electric.
Because my mother is a concentration camp 

survivor, originally from Budapest, Hungary, the 
trip was even more meaningful for our entire 
family, and Sarah's experience was monumental 
and terrifying. Before she left, she had watched 
with me the Milgram tape, and at first found the 
results hard to believe. After walking through 
the ruins of the camps, after viewing hundreds of 
thousands of suitcases, shoes, overcoats, and 
pairs of glasses, she thought the experiment was 
perfectly believable, because she had witnessed 
the ultimate evidence of man's abandonment 
of humanity.

Uncle Gyuszi and the Postcard

At the close of Sarah's trip to Poland and 
Israel, she flew to Budapest to meet my wife 
Dinah and me. We were there to represent our

Above, Sarah Raful is 

shown at the 

Umschlagplatz Memorial 
in Warsaw. This was 

the boarding point for 

ghetto residents to 

transfer to Auschwitz. 

The Memorial contains all 
the common first names 

o f Jews who passed 
through this terminal. 
She is looking at the 

name "Sarah."
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Postcard at right was 
thrown from a train destined 

for a Nazi concentration 

camp. On one side was mes
sage from Rafill’s mother, 

Zsuzsi: "My dear Gyuszil 
We are writing in the cattle 

car. Gyuszi, all the best, God 

bless you. Take good care of 
mom and Edit. Love us very 
much and perhaps one day 

we shall meet again.
We cannot write to mom 

separately, so I say goodbye 

here now. Dear mom, dad!
I can hardly write, but be 

very strong and then one day 

maybe we'll meet again.
We love you so much. 

Thousand-million kisses, 

Zsuzsi." On the front o f the 
card (shown) was the 

message from sister, Mary, 
and first cousin Zsuzsi (the 

latter died in the camp): 

"My dears, Goodbye and 
we'll hurry back. We have 
everything we need, only 

you should take care 
o f each other.

Million kisses, Mary. 
"Mom and all o f you, don't 

be angry with me, think 
with love o f me. Kiss, 

Zsuzsi." No one knows who 
found or mailed the card, 

but it was delivered to 

Gyuszi even though the 
city was by then under 

German occupation.

It is stamped Budapest, 
Dec. 22,1944,5 a.m.
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family at a truly historic moment. My Uncle 
Gyuszi, a non-Jew who married my mother's 
twin sister Edit, was awarded the Medallion of 
the Righteous Gentile by Yad Vashem, the Israeli 
Holocaust Museum and Authority in Jerusalem. 
While he had always declined to discuss his 
actions with us over the years, we had heard sto
ries that Gyuszi had saved many people, Jewish 
and non-Jewish, during the war, and finally his 
courage and bravery were to be honored. He is a 
humble and stoic man, a person of few words, 
and for many years he had declined to be so hon
ored. But the family finally prevailed upon him 
and the moment was at hand on a glorious 
evening at the Budapest Opera House!

That ceremony was wonderful, but for us the 
crowning moment came the next evening, when 
we all assembled in my cousin's apartment for a 
farewell dinner. Perhaps because the ceremony 
had passed, Uncle Gyuszi decided to answer our 
questions about what he did in the war, and we 
listened for three hours to his tales of the horror 
he saw and the actions he took. Gyuszi told the 
stories in a slow, soft voice, stories of smuggling 
mail, food and cigarettes to work camps early in 
the war, and moving people to safe houses and 
helping others escape death camps at the close of 
the war. He described the daily terror in the 
streets and the random, commonplace executions 
by police and army officers.

We continually interrupted him with ques
tions of "Why did you do it?" and "How did you

find the strength and 
courage?" He felt he 
had done nothing out 
of the ordinary, and 
did not feel comfort
able with the mantle 
of "hero" that we 
attempted to place 
around his shoulders. 
He was not a religious 
man, he had not 
grown up in an atmo
sphere which might 
foster such action, and 
he did not feel any 
particular faith in a 

higher being. He simply did what he thought 
was right.

Then he showed us something I had never 
seen before, a postcard from December 1944. On 
it was the unmistakable handwriting of my 
mother, and he told me that, like many Jews, she

Edit and Gyuszi with certificate recog
nizing Gyuszi's heroism.
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had written it on the train to the concentration 
camp and had tossed it out the door, hoping that 
some kind soul would pick it up and mail it.

The text, addressed to her parents, was bitter
sweet: "Dear mom, dad! I can hardly write, but 
be very strong and then one day maybe we'll 
meet again. We love you so much."

Sarah held the postcard, realizing the enormi
ty of the moment. She had just visited the camps 
and now she held in her hands the card her 
grandmother had written on the day she left 
thinking she would die.

Uncle Gyuszi started to shed tears, the first I 
had seen from him in my lifetime.

And he said a curious thing.
He had seen "Schindler's List" and he said 

the movie was like his life. He hadn't started out 
being brave; he only was trying to help a friend, 
a Jewish friend, get some food and cigarettes and 
mail from his parents. He started out only by 
doing little things, insignificant things, simple 
things, and little by little they grew into the 
actions he took that resulted in saved lives and 
the Righteous Medallion. Schindler started by 
helping in little ways, insignificant ways, and he, 
too, was awarded the Righteous Medallion for 
what he later accomplished.

And then it finally all came together for me, 
the cosmic tumblers clicking into place.

After Legal Ethics and Milgram and Purtilo, 
after Sarah and Gyuszi, I still didn't know exact
ly where personal courage came from, but I 
learned that it doesn't come upon you instantly, 
in a blinding light. Courage starts slowly and is 
small, and usually involves, I think, insignificant 
and routine acts. It is not a reaction to passion, 
not like Purtilo's moral courage, but it is from the 
same seed she described, growing slowly and 
building into something strong and important.

And I realized that there was the message for 
my students. They ask "What should we do?" 
And the answer is that if they haven't led a life of 
small, routine courage, they certainly can't 
expect to be brave and have courage to do the 
right thing the moment the partner asks them to 
do something unethical. From the moment they 
start practicing law, they must make sure that 
each day is filled with small acts of courage,

insignificant acts of courage, perhaps even silent
acts of courage. This seed will grow, and they Above, Gyuszi a t age 20.
will be prepared for the day they need large, Jh e  phgtg m $
immediate, important courage. ,

TU , , , , .c „ ,  T ., taken near Budapest.I he students ask it we all have courage. Is it a r
gift from God? Purtilo thinks so and so does my
mother. Uncle Gyuszi is not sure, but Sarah
thinks so. And I think so, too.

All of us have personal courage inside of us, a
seed ready to grow slowly and steadily if we will
listen to that still, small voice.

After all, even the Cowardly Lion found
courage where he least expected it: within
himself. E3

(Footnote - The author thanks Anna Rafulfor her 
research assistance, Prof. Erwin Chemerinsky for his 
insight on Stanley Milgram, and Dr. Ruth Purtilo for  
her comments and criticisms of this article.)
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Paintings by James C. Tissot (1896), from the private collection of Wanda Grant



By Richard J. Hauser, S.J.
Professor o f Theology

(Editor's Note: Fr. Hauser is director of the 
graduate programs in theology at Creighton. 
He began teaching in Creighton's depart
ment o f theology in 1972 and was chair from 
1978 to 1990. He lived in Swanson Hall 
from 1975-1991. His latest book, on suffer
ing, will appear this fall, "Finding God in 
Troubled Times: The Holy Spirit and 
Suffering," Paulist Press.)

In 1980 six Creighton students were 
killed in auto accidents within two 

months. In the first accident a drunken 
driver plowed his car through a group of 
40 students on a remote rural road. Two 
were killed; several maimed; several 

knocked
unconscious. 
Help was some 
time in com
ing. In the 
interim fellow 
students 
attempted to 
restore life to 
the dying by 
mouth to 
mouth resusci
tation and by 
giving emer

gency first aid to the maimed and 
unconscious. Later that night many

arrived in my dorm room, stunned and 
spattered with blood.

In the second accident a drunken 
driver swerved from his lane into a van 
carrying seven students. The van, forced 
off the interstate highway, rolled down a 
steep embankment. Five students were 
thrown from the van. Four died within 
twenty-four hours. Our university 
community was traumatized; we had 
not recovered from the first accident. 
Now this.

How could God do this to us? The 
question became even more poignant 
because each of the students was known 
as a good person and a good Christian. 
Our responses seemed to fall into two 
categories; each presumed that God was 
the direct cause of our suffering.

First and most common: "Everything 
happens for a reason. God's plan is 
perfect, but God's ways are not our 
ways. While on earth we may not under
stand the mysterious ways of God's 
Providence; in heaven we will 
understand."

The second response, "God is punish
ing us for our wrong-doing. We must 
examine our lives to see what we have 
done to deserve this."

The first response I observed in pub
lic attempts to provide consolation; the

second was confided to me by individu
als who feared that God was punishing 
them for their sins.

I became increasingly uncomfortable 
with two fundamental assumptions 
underlying these responses. First, all 
shared an assumption about God's rela
tionship to this world. They assumed 
that God is the direct cause of all that 
happens in the world, and, therefore, 
that God had directly caused the auto
mobile accidents resulting in the deaths 
of our students. Were we to conclude 
that God had used the drivers of the 
automobiles to execute Providence? I 
wondered how these unfortunate 
individuals and their families and 
friends felt about being used by God 
in this way!

Second, all shared an assumption 
about the human relationship to God, an 
assumption equally troubling to me. All 
assumed that human freedom and 
responsibility are limited by God's plan. 
They implied that to some degree we 
humans are passive instruments in the 
hands of a God who controls our lives 
through an intractable Providence. Are 
we really just puppets in the hands of 
the Almighty?

I knew several of the deceased well; 
one was a neighbor on my dorm floor.
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The weeks after the accidents were 
marked by students streaming in to see 
me day and night. I was exhausted from 
the emotional strain and from the lack of 
sleep. But I was even more exhausted by 
my efforts to say something that would 
help process our grief. I realized at this 
time that I had not adequately thought 
through my own beliefs about God's 
relationship to suffering.

Going to God in Suffering:
Two Approaches

In my observations, when religiously 
oriented people use faith to deal with 
suffering, we do this in two ways. These 
two ways relate directly to our assump
tions about God's relationship to this 
world, and to how we expect God to 
help us in our suffering. I call these two 
ways the meaning context approach and 
the support context approach. In my 
experience we all use both ways, but we 
tend to focus more energy on one or the 
other approach.

Using the meaning context approach, 
we believers approach God in suffering 
with the age-old question, "Why is this 
happening, 0  God?" The question 
implies two specific assumptions about 
God's relationship to this world and to 
our suffering: 1) God is the direct cause 
of suffering and 2) God causes suffering 
for specific reasons. Since the reasons for 
suffering are known by God, we ask to 
see our suffering through God's perspec
tive. We assume that if we knew God's 
reasons for sending the suffering, accep
tance of it would be easier. Most of us 
begin our attempts to cope with suffer
ing this way. Our university community 
did.

How do we expect God to help us in 
our suffering? Implicit in the meaning 
context is a belief that God is in direct 
control of all the external events of cre
ation and history, and, therefore, God 
should be able to control the events of 
our lives. Since God is the direct cause, 
we expect God either to take it away or 
to mitigate it. But if God will not take 
away our suffering or mitigate it, then 
we pray that God will at least reveal the 
reasons for sending it. If we knew how it

"We use faith to 
deal with suffering 
in two ways: The 
meaning context 
approach and the 
support context 
approach ... we 
focus on one"

fit into God's Providence, we could bet
ter accept it.

But using the support context 
approach, we believers approach God in 
a different way. Our cry to God is not 
"Why, 0  God?" but "Help me, 0  God." 
This cry also implies two specific 
assumptions about God's relationship to 
this world and therefore to our suffering: 
1) God gives strength for life and 2) God 
gives strength in suffering. In this 
approach we see God primarily as the 
source of strength to deal with suffering 
rather than as the direct cause of our 
suffering.

How do we expect God to help us in 
our suffering? Implicit in the support 
context approach is that the primary are
na for God's help in suffering is not the 
external events of creation and history 
but the internal movements of the 
human heart. We believe that God will 
not let us face our suffering alone and 
that God will be with us giving us suffi
cient internal strength to handle any
thing that happens to us.

In my more than 20 years at 
Creighton, I have never observed God's 
presence so palpably among us as dur
ing the aftermath of the accidents — 
drawing us to God, supporting us indi
vidually, drawing us into community, 
giving us strength to support one anoth
er, especially the families of the 
deceased. Many students commented to

me that without this strength they did 
not know how they could handle their 
suffering. Yet we continued to ask where 
God was. It became clear to me that we 
were approaching God from within the 
meaning context and not the support 
context. I began to see that our assump
tions were at odds with the dominant 
approach to suffering found in the New 
Testament. I saw also that our approach 
was more consistent with the approach 
found in the Old Testament.

1 must quickly clarify that, in both 
Old and New Testaments, God is 
revealed as the God of creation and his
tory and therefore as the ultimate mean
ing context of all reality — as the familiar 
spiritual puts it, "He's got the whole 
world in His hands." Further in both Old 
and New Testaments God is revealed as 
dwelling within and relating personally 
to the human community and, therefore, 
as the ultimate support context for 
believers — God is shepherd, redeemer, 
father, mother, friend. Yet in dealing 
explicitly with God's relationship to suf
fering, the Old Testament prefers the 
meaning context approach and the New 
Testament the support context approach.

The question haunting our university 
community after the tragic automobile 
accidents was the same one that haunts 
believers everywhere during suffering: 
"What have we done to deserve this? Is 
God punishing us for some reason?" 
Indeed, this is the same question asked 
by sufferers throughout the Old 
Testament. And the dominant Old 
Testament tradition responds to this 
question affirmatively: God does send 
suffering as a punishment for sin.
How does the Old Testament reach 
this conclusion?

On Mount Sinai after their deliver
ance from Egypt and wandering through 
the desert, God gives Moses the stone 
tablets upon which are written the com
mandments. The Hebrews then establish 
a formal covenant with God, agreeing to 
keep the commandments. God in turn is 
committed to both bless and punish the

Meaning Context Approach: 
Old Testament
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people in accordance with their fidelity 
to this covenant. The first of the Ten 
Commandments given to Moses is 
unequivocal.

I, the Lord, am your God, who 
brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, that place of slavery. You 
shall not have other gods besides 
m e . ..  For I, the Lord, your God, 
am a jealous God, inflicting pun
ishment for their fathers' wicked
ness on the children of those who 
hate me, down to the third and 
fourth generation; but bestowing 
mercy down to the thousandth 
generation, on the children of 
those who love me and keep my 
commandments (Ex 20 :2-3,5-6).
Sinai establishes the meaning context 

for interpreting God's activity toward 
Israel. This context for interpreting 
events of Jewish history — blessings as 
well as punishments — will dominate 
Hebrew scripture, occasionally chal
lenged but never replaced. It is present
ed in the opening books of the Bible — 
in what the New Testament refers to as 
"the Law."

And the historical books of the 
Hebrew Bible, Kings through Chronicles, 
also reflect this covenant tradition. The 
so-called "deuteronomic historian," the 
editor-compiler of these books, was 
guided by this interpretation in his 
presentation of Hebrew history. 
Deuteronomy gives its classical 
expression:

Thus, then, shall it be: if you 
continue to heed the voice of the 
Lord, your God, and are careful to 
observe all his commandments 
which I enjoin on you today, the 
Lord, your God will raise you high 
above all the nations of the earth. 
When you hearken to the voice of 
the Lord, your God, all these bless
ings will come upon you and over
whelm you (Dt 28:1-2).
The author then concretizes the way 

the Israelites can expect to be blessed if 
they are faithful to the covenant:

You will be blessed in the city 
and in the country; you will be 
blessed in the fruit of your womb, 
the produce of your soil and in

The Old Testament 
shows "meaning 
context" and the 
New Testament 

shows the "support 
context approach/' 
with God helping 

us through

your livestock; and the Lord will 
beat down your enemies before 
you.
But then the message abruptly 

changes and the author presents the con
sequences of infidelity to the covenant.

But if you do not hearken to the 
voice of the Lord, your God, and 
are not careful to observe all his 
commandments which I enjoin on 
you today, all these curses shall 
come upon you and overwhelm 
you (Dt 28:15).
And the entire list of blessings is sys

tematically converted to curses: you will 
be cursed in the city and in the country, 
and so on.

This pattern of interpreting historical 
events is so central to Jewish tradition 
that it remains the focus even today for 
Jewish discussion of the existence of 
God. Secular Jews frequently ascribe 
their agnosticism to an inability to recon
cile the events of Jewish history such as 
the Holocaust with the existence of a car
ing God. Religious Jews are likewise 
forced to grapple with this tradition. 
Rabbi Harold Kushner's "When Bad 
Things Happen to Good People" (New 
York: Avon, 1981) is the best known con
temporary wrestling with the problem of 
suffering. Rabbi Kushner admits that he 
himself never seriously questioned this 
perspective until forced to by his son's 
fatal disease.

Like most people, my wife and I 
had grown up with an image of 
God as an all-wise, all-powerful 
parent figure who would treat us 
as our earthly parents did, or even 
better. If we were obedient and 
deserving, He would reward us. If 
we got out of line, He would disci
pline us, reluctantly but firmly. He 
would protect us from being hurt 
or from hurting ourselves, and 
would see to it that we got what 
we deserved in life (p. 3).
Where is God? In the Old Testament, 

God is manifested primarily through the 
events of history and creation, working 
in Israel according to the covenant stipu
lations: rewarding fidelity with blessings 
as well as punishing infidelity with 
misfortunes.

Support Context Approach:
New Testament

While ever affirming the Old 
Testament revelation of the presence of 
God in creation and history, the New 
Testament has a different focus. It focus
es on the presence of God first in Jesus, 
and after Jesus' death, in his disciples. 
This presence — identified with the com
ing of the Holy Spirit — is manifested in 
all of life, but it is manifested most dra
matically in suffering: God gives Jesus 
and his disciples strength in suffering.

During the aftermath of the accidents, 
while we were asking where God was, 
we were experiencing a presence of God 
among us unlike any I had ever 
observed at Creighton. We were 
approaching our suffering, as Jesus 
approached his, by relying on God's 
help to make it through. And God was 
indeed responding to our cries for help 
and giving us strength. Though we were 
experiencing the power of God, we con
tinued to wonder where God was in 
our suffering. We were looking for God 
outside ourselves.

Unlike the Old Testament — with its 
explanation of suffering flowing from 
covenant theology — the New Testament 
gives no systematic treatment for why 
suffering occurs. Neither Jesus nor 
Paul ever ask the question. The New
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Testament prefers the support context 
approach to suffering: God gives 
strength for life; God gives strength 
especially in suffering. Paul's epistles 
give the best witness to this approach.

Paul's Second Letter to the 
Corinthians is a good example. Paul's 
right to minister has come under attack. 
He hits upon an ingenious method of 
defending himself. He claims that his 
accusers "write their own references"; 
but Paul insists that his references for 
ministry are not from humans but from 
God. He then boasts how abundant are 
his own references from God, using sev
eral different approaches. Paul boasts 
that he has been given the authority to 
preach directly from Christ himself; he 
boasts that he has been steadfastly faith
ful to this commission from Christ and 
has been so without imposing the bur
den of supporting him on others; he 
boasts that God has, in addition, benefit
ed him with extraordinary visions and 
revelations.

Finally, Paul decides to defend his 
ministry by naming the sufferings he's 
endured for it, boasting that he has suf
fered more than his accusers.

Five times I had the thirty-nine 
lashes from the Jews; three times I 
have been beaten with sticks; once 
I was stoned; three times I have 
been shipwrecked and once adrift 
in the open sea a night and a day. 
Constantly traveling, I have been 
in danger from rivers and in dan
ger from brigands, in danger from 
my own people and in danger 
from pagans; in danger in the 
towns, in danger in the open coun
try, in danger at sea and in danger 
from so-called brothers. I have 
worked and labored, often without 
sleep; I have been hungry and 
thirsty and often starving; I have 
been in the cold without clothes (2 
Cor 11:25-28).
And how does Paul handle all these 

sufferings? At the conclusion of the 
defense of his ministry, Paul gives us a 
key insight. I believe the following pas
sage is the closest we get in all of Paul's 
letters to his own method of handling 
suffering. He makes direct reference to a

"Our God is with 
us. The Good Nezvs 

of the Gospel is 
that God cares 
for us at every 

instant of our life ... 
even in times of 

suffering"

particularly bothersome on-going suffer
ing, the famous "thorn in the flesh" 
(whose meaning remains a mystery).
The conclusion of the passage, however, 
implies that his other sufferings are han
dled in a similar way — all his weak
nesses, insults, hardships, persecutions 
and agonies.

In view of the extraordinary 
nature of these revelations, to stop 
me from getting too proud I was 
given a thorn in the flesh, an angel 
of Satan to beat me and stop me 
from getting too proud! About this 
thing, I have pleaded with the 
Lord three times for it to leave me, 
but he has said, 'My grace is 
enough for you: my power is at its 
best in weakness'. So I shall be 
very happy to make my weakness 
my special boast so that the power 
of Christ may stay over me, and 
that is why I am quite content with 
my weaknesses, and with insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and the 
agonies I go through for Christ's 
sake. For it is when I am weak that 
I am strong (2 Cor. 12:7-10).
Where is God in all this? The typical 

Jew, even of Paul's day, might presume 
God is causing these sufferings as a pun
ishment for infidelity to the covenant.
Yet nowhere does Paul suggest that his 
sufferings are sent by God as a punish
ment for his sins. Indeed it would not

even strike us as surprising should Paul 
be at least a little disturbed by the extent 
of the difficulties he encountered in 
preaching the Good News. But Paul by
passes the meaning context approach to 
suffering and focuses upon the support 
context approach. And the reason for 
this is abundantly clear: Paul has found 
God in his sufferings. They have become 
blessings, not curses! He has nothing to 
fear from personal weakness or external 
persecution. Far from alienating him 
from God, these trials have become 
privileged occasions for experiencing 
God's presence. And so he can even 
boast in them.

Further, Paul's experience of God's 
power in suffering has the advantage of 
conforming him more closely to Jesus 
who also suffered.

But we hold this treasure in 
earth vessels, that the surpassing 
power may be of God and not from 
us. We are afflicted in every way, 
but not constrained; perplexed, but 
not driven to despair; persecuted, 
but not abandoned; struck down, 
but not destroyed; always carrying 
about in the body the dying of 
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may 
also be manifested in our body. For 
we are constantly being given up 
to death for the sake of Jesus, 
so that the life of Jesus may be 
manifest in our mortal flesh (2 Cor 
4: 7-11).
And this love from Jesus always 

would be with him. Paul's most 
poignant expression of the presence of 
Christ's love even in suffering is found 
in his letter to the Church in Rome, 
a Church that was undergoing martyr
dom for faith, a martyrdom he would 
soon share.

Who will separate us from the 
love of Christ? Trial, or distress, or 
persecution, or hunger, or naked
ness, or danger, or the sword? As 
Scripture says: 'For your sake we 
are being slain all the day long: we 
are looked upon as sheep to be 
slaughtered.' Yet in all this we are 
more than conquerors because of 
him who has loved us. For I am 
certain that neither death nor life,
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neither angels nor principalities, 
neither the present nor the future, 
nor powers, neither height nor 
depth nor any other creature, 
will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that comes to us 
in Christ Jesus our Lord 
[Rm 8 :35-39).
And what reasons for his suffering 

does Paul give? Reasons are not asked 
by Paul nor given by God. Perhaps 
Paul's exclamation in Romans is the best 
expression of his mind.

Oh, the depth of the riches and 
wisdom and knowledge of God!
How inscrutable are his judgments 
and how unsearchable his ways!
For "who has known the mind of 
the Lord or who has been his coun
s e l o r ? " ^ ;  11:33-34).

Where is God in Suffering?

The deaths of our six students 
through careless driving of others raised 
this question on our campus and height
ened my own search. We Christians usu
ally attempt to respond to this age-old 
question within the meaning context 
approach, seeing God as the direct cause 
of all suffering and looking for reasons. 
The vast amount of suffering in our 
world makes it difficult to maintain 
God's goodness — floods and earth
quakes, birth defects and cancer, wars 
and rapes, human accidents and betray
als, the suffering of children, suffering 
arising from race, class, gender. 
Fortunately the New Testament does not 
demand this approach. Its silence war
rants our admission that we simply 
don't know God's role in causing suffer
ing. This answer is not satisfying intel
lectually, but it does have the virtue of 
being in harmony with the New 
Testament. For me the only satisfying 
response to our question falls within the 
support context approach.

Where is our God in suffering? Our 
God, Emmanuel, is with us. The Good 
News of the Gospel is that God cares for 
us at every instant of our life. Yes, God 
continues to care for us even in times of 
suffering. This care is manifested, one 
hesitates to say, even more dramatically

through suffering. I believe that opening 
ourselves to experiencing this care dur
ing suffering as did Paul — and Jesus at 
Gethsemane and Calvary! — is at the 
heart of a mature Christian faith.

Nothing in our life has greater poten
tial for uniting us with Jesus than suffer
ing. Is this truth at the heart of Paul's 
notion of the wisdom of God — the wis
dom of the cross?

The message of the cross is 
absurdity to those who are headed 
for ruin, but to us who are experi
encing salvation it is the power of 
God (I Cor 1:18).

It is difficult for us practical people, 
used to rational approaches to life's 
problems, to rest content with a "mere 
experience" of God's presence while 
leaving unanswered our intellectual 
questions. But in receiving strength to 
cope with sufferings, haven't we 
received the greatest gift of all — greater 
than an intellectual understanding of 
its sources? Had our university commu
nity appreciated this, we would have 
suffered less.

(Author's Note: Scriptural quotations are 
taken from the "New American Bible.") ID
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By Julie P. Pritchard, BA'93

Where is his Asoka plaque?" I 
wondered. It usually hangs to 
the right of his office door.

This morning the door was shut, just 
like it was nearly every one of the 400 
times I must have passed it while earn
ing my history degree. The man was 
never in there...or maybe he was...I never 
knew...the door was always shut. If it 
weren't for the two brass plaques, one 
reading "328," and the other "Dr. 
Horning," some passers-by might mis
take the door at the end of the third-floor 
hall for a utility closet.

But not me. I knew that behind that 
door lay a world of knowledge and 
unbelievable experience in the form of a 
history genius, three-time university 
faculty president, sports nut, world trav
eler, master storyteller, and lover of life. 
As I waited, I stared at that door stuck 
full of pink memo messages from stu
dents and hoped he had seen mine,
"Julie Pritchard, 8:30 Monday morning, 
your office."

He approached, his two worn 
satchels, one in each hand, nearly skim
ming the carpet with every rock of his 
short, stocky frame.

"Hey, Dr. Horning. What's going on?"

"Oh, I gotta lotta things going on, 
Julie." And so began the interview/his
tory lesson/story-telling frenzy that's 
vintage Ross Horning.

“Behind that door 

lay a world of knowledge 

and unbelievable 

experience in the form 

of a history genius... 

sports nut, world traveler, 

master storyteller, 

and lover of life.”

Horning, the oldest of nine children 
(all of whom are equally remarkable.... 
Bill had two homeruns, two singles, and 
five RBIs in the 1956 College World

Series championship game — his team 
won...check it out on the CWS record 
page; Jerry, most recently chair of the 
Creighton fine arts faculty, was a profes
sional ice-skater and is one of the best 
known potters in the United States; his 
mother was the first woman elected state 
auditor of South Dakota....), says he "ran 
the show" around the Horning house
hold in Watertown.

He was also "the big kid on the 
block" as he played for the 8th grade 
baseball team when he was only in the 
4th. His sports excellence continued into 
high school and beyond.

"I had this beautiful yellow sweater 
with a big 'W' on it," he says, tracing a 
"W " in the air with his finger. "It was 
really kinda cute, ya see, because it had a 
stripe on it for each sport I played and 
stars for being the quarterback of the 
football team and captain of the basket
ball team. My friends called me 'Stars 
and Stripes.'" He chuckles as he sits on 
the two-person couch in his office, both 
feet flat on the floor.

Hundreds of books line countless 
shelves in his cozy-dark, not spooky- 
dark, rectangle...books on Russia, India, 
Canada, Ireland, Asia. I am certain he
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knows where each book is placed. And, 
if he doesn't, he knows what's in it any
way. Magazines cover the semi-cluttered 
desk. I sit across from him in one of two 
chairs. He barely moves as he awaits 
my questions.

"My wife Maxine and 1 met in col
lege...same history class. I like to say that 
she tripped me going down the street, 
put her foot in my back and said 
'Gotcha!'" He makes a gun out of his 
thumb and index finger and shoots me.

Squinting one eye, curling up one 
corner of his mouth, Horning pretends 
to think hard. "We've been married 
16,525 days. On Feb. 26, it was 45 years. I 
had a little computer figure it out and I 
put it on the breakfast table. Maxine just 
retired from District 66...she's a true 
expert at teaching first graders to read."

I've heard him lecture on kings and 
prime ministers and czars and presi
dents, but I have never heard him speak 
with so much respect about any other

person than Maxine..."the first teacher at 
Prairie Lane School." (Where Ross 
Horning is concerned, everyone and 
everything needs to be put into some 
sort of historical context.)

The Hornings have no children of 
their own, but the knowledge they pass 
on to students in Omaha, Neb., ranging 
from first graders to graduate students, 
is immense. In class, Horning gives stu
dents not just the facts of history, but 
something more—a glimpse of himself. 
He explains what his experiences have 
taught him and ever so subtly, he teaches 
students about them- selves. Only in ret
rospect do I realize that during those 
countless lectures, Dr. Horning was 
teaching me about life—life during the 
reign of Ivan the Terrible and life during 
the reign of me, circa 1994.

"I enjoy the personal contact with the 
students the most. I was offered a posi
tion in Jacksonville, Fla., but I had to 
teach the freshmen by TV. That's how I 

was supposed to 
teach, all by myself 
in a studio," he says, 
shaking his wreath 
of white hair with 
disbelief. For a 
teacher like 
Horning, no student 
audience—no 
responsive faces, 
would spell doom. 
The telephone rings. 
He ignores it. Now 
I understand the 
post-it note pile.

■ ■ ■
The students 

straggle in one by 
one until the room is 
almost full. At 10:31, 
the man of the hour 
arrives. He sets his 
briefcase down on 
the table and takes 
out his notes (not 
that he needs 
them—he once 
taught a whole TV 
series on Russian 
history sans the 
notes—had it timed

perfectly). The class is Irish History: 
"Seek the Fair Land," and he begins by 
repeating about three minutes of the 
previous day's lecture.

The students scribble in their note
books, highlighting the important parts. 
Horning makes students well aware of 
what he deems significant. He repeats 
things forward and backward, literally, 
and writes the important names on the 
board. Keeping his left hand in his pants 
pocket, his right hand slowly...deliber- 
ately...spells out "F".."I".."A".."N".."N".."A"
... "F".."A"..'T".."L." "Fianna Fail, the
political party, was organized in 1926 by 
Eamon de Valera (this name has been 
spelled out before). Eamon de Valera 
organized the Fianna Fail, a political par
ty in 1926. In 1926, the Fianna Fail was 
organized by Eamon de Valera." Gotcha, 
Dr. Ross. The hint is well taken. Eamon 
de Valera will be on the test. We heard 
about him yesterday and, odds are, he's 
on the agenda for tomorrow.

Horning keeps one hand on each side 
of his podium for the majority of the 
class period, spewing out countless facts. 
He reads quotes from the figures he is 
lecturing about. On occasion, if the sub
ject is one about which he cares deeply, 
his voice will crack as he reads slower, 
more deliberately. The room falls silent— 
no pages turn, no pens write, no eyes 
roam. Students sit uncomfortably until 
the moment passes, wondering how the 
problems of foreign strangers could 
mean so much to someone.

Mid-lecture, when Horning sees the 
lights are flickering off in some of his 
students—'90s students wearing 
Birkenstocks, Doc Marten's, Nike Airs, 
and Bass Bucks—he cocks one eye up to 
the corner of the ceiling, takes a deep 
breath as if to prepare the students for 
bad news, and then IT happens—he tells 
a story. The tense frowns disappear, the 
pens are put down.

"I first played professional baseball as 
a senior in high school. My manager,
Red Davis, wouldn't believe me when I 
said, 'I gotta go back and graduate/" his 
voice squeaks on the words "gotta" and 
"graduate." He laughs at the memory. 
Horning played professional baseball 
for Quebec City, that is, until he was
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sold to a Cardinal farm team.
"I think I'm the only player who was 

ever sold during a game/' Horning 
chuckles. He pauses for a few seconds 
until he knows his audience is begging 
for Paul Harvey's "rest of the story."
Half of the students have heard this one 
before—could have finished it for him— 
but they don't let their narrator know. 
These Horning veterans just exchange 
quick smiles and focus their attention 
back to that field of bag- 
gy-pants ball players 
somewhere in long ago 
Duluth.

When Horning talks 
baseball, it's hard not to 
imagine Fourth of July 
fireworks, apple pie and 
anything else romantical
ly American. Contract dis
putes, players' strikes, 
and million dollar pay
rolls seem like a science- 
fiction nightmare.
Horning's tales make this 
Pearl Jam generation 
want to understand how 
it was back TH EN ... back 
when things were good.

"We had just finished 
infield practice when the 
manager of the other team 
asked me, 'What size uni
form do you need?"'
Horning continues. "I told 
him, T already got one/ 
and he said, 'You've just been sold to 
us.'" The veterans begin chuckling for 
two reasons: They want to let the novices 
know this is the story break where 
the first laugh comes and they are truly 
entertained.

"My teammates said to me, 'What are 
you doing?' and I said, 'How do I know 
what I'm doing/ so I went to the other 
team." The novices think this is the end 
of the story, but the best is yet to come.

"I got three base hits that night." He 
puts one arm up in the air, swings it, and 
clicks his tongue sounding like ash wood 
connecting perfectly for a line drive.
"See, a good buddy of mine—Jim 
Younger—was pitching that night and 
another buddy of mine was catching.

What Jim doesn't know to this day is 
that the catcher told me every pitch that 
was coming. He said to me, 'I just 
wanted you to have a good night with 
your new team.'"

Story over. Everyone laughs, no cues 
needed. "Anyway, the Sinn Fein is the 
political arm of the IRA." Class is on 
again. Notebooks begin to fill.

The bell rings, it's 11:20. "Das 
Vidanya," Horning quietly tells the

students shoving books in their bags. He 
gathers his things and exits the room. 
"Das Vidanya” is Russian for "until we 
meet again."

"I like that saying better...ours...the 
American one...'goodbye'...well, that 
sounds like you're gonna be gone 
forever." I feel privileged. He wants to 
see me again.

■ ■ ■
Horning's use of anecdote and story

telling is not reserved just for the class
room. His friends look to him for the 
same things as his students: knowledge 
and humor.

"I feel like I should get three hours 
credit because I learn so much in talking 
with him at coffee," says John Krecek,

Creighton University registrar. "He'll tell 
you how the watch was made if you ask 
him what time it is." Horning's sense of 
humor makes his long-windedness 
adored, not begrudged. Even if the point 
is round-about, as it sometimes is, it's 
always fun getting to it.

"One time at a cocktail party, some
one asked him about Russia at 7:00, and 
at 10:00, he was still talking about it," 
says Pam Vaughn, Creighton's associate

director of public relations. "He loves to 
kibitz ... to comment on the world. He 
loves good conversation. To him, it is 
an art form."

Horning's knowledge of the world, 
literally, is amazing. He has degrees in 
foreign affairs, Russian history, interna
tional law, and European diplomatic 
history. While studying at George 
Washington University ("... in 
Washington, D .C .... It was originally 
chartered by the government. You see, it 
all goes back to a remark that George 
Washington made that there oughtta be a 
university in the nation's capitol..."), 
Horning was the Sanders Fellow in 
History ("...no tuition...it was a nice 
little award to get..."). He was also a

Dr. Horning and his w ife Maxine ... they met in college.
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Fulbright Scholar to India.
At Creighton since 1964, Horning has 

taught a wide variety of classes: the 
histories of Russia, India, Ireland, and 
Canada, Western Civilization, Asian 
Odyssey, and international affairs. "The

“The man knows 

everything. (He) 

recognizes we are all 

individuals and (that) you 

should reach out. 

He's a master at it"

man knows everything," says Dr.
Ashton Welch, Horning's colleague for 
19 years. "What I admire most about his 
teaching style is his breath."

His breath?
"He can talk forever."
Horning has also served to humanize 

the history department, Welch says. 
"There is not another in the department 
like him that recognizes we are all 
individuals and you should reach out. 
He's a master at it." His connections, 
both locally and beyond, have benefited 
and gained publicity for Creighton, 
Welch said.

Horning's extensive travels provide 
much of the stuff from which his stories 
are drawn. Last fall, he traveled with 12 
other members of the Board of 
Governors of the Irish-American 
Partnership out of Boston to Ireland. 
While there, he took time out to meet 
with two Creighton students studying 
in Galway.

Susan Eveler, Creighton history 
senior, said, "Tricia (Galvin) and I met 
him for a couple hours at Dromoland 
Castle. It was an all day trip for us, but it 
was worth it because we HAD to see 
THE MAN. We chatted for like two

hours...well, actually, he just told story 
after story, but it was great. He also 
introduced us to a bunch of important 
people."

In 1990, Horning was in Beijing with 
the International Law Office. He was one 
of two people invited to visit an elite 
Chinese high school. "When we were 
walking through, I noticed a bunch of 
baskets. No one was playing basketball. 
On our way back, I noticed some of the 
kids were playing, so I asked the head
master if he would mind if I got into a 
game. You don't get a chance to do that 
too often...play three-on-three with 
Chinese kids."

Horning played basketball and tennis 
until quitting just a couple of years ago 
because of a hip problem. A recent hip 
replacement may see him back on the 
courts.

"People would always say, 'Who is 
that old man beating up on all those 
kids?"' Welch laughed.

In the summer of 1990, Horning 
toured Hungary, Germany, Czecho
slovakia, Amsterdam, Britain, and 
Ireland. He also has been "everywhere in 
India." That includes living in a house
boat in Kashmir. He once played golf 
at the highest course in the Himalayas 
("... built by the British in the late 19th 
century...").

"I had to ride a horse to get to it. I'd 
never ridden a horse before. I'm sayin' 
'How do people ride horses?,' so I come 
into this clearing and I'm thinkin' 'Gee, 
I'm not bad at this.' Well, I was the only 
guy on the course and I didn't have any 
clubs. One guy there had a 5-iron, one 
had a driver, one had a putter, and one 
guy had a ball. So I rented their clubs. 
Each one came with me looking out for 
their property...especially the guy with 
the ball. Then I had lunch up there."

Casually, Horning adds that he had a 
conversation with the late Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi. His feet are still flat on the 
floor. He awaits another question. I have 
lost track of where my questions are 
going. He takes over again, letting me 
off the hook.

He continues his grocery-list travel- 
log. "I've been to Istanbul, Greece, Paris, 
Rome, and all the Western European

countries, Iran during the shah days, and 
Russia three times." While lecturing on 
Russian history in Kalinin (Russia), now 
named Tver, he was seated behind a 
long table with a big lectern on it. He 
noticed about 60 percent of the audience 
was taking his picture. He didn't know 
why.

"'Look behind you,' they said. Well, 
here was this huge portrait of Vladmir 
Lenin, and everyone was taking my 
picture in front of it. Had that been in 
the Joe McCarthy era, I'da been a 
dead duck."
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My hands are getting tired. I feel like 
I'm in class. Is this important? Has he 
repeated it? No. It won't be on the test.

Last question.
"No problem," he says without a 

pause. "If I could be any one of the fig
ures I teach about, it would be Asoka of 
India. He was an emperor in the 3rd cen
tury B.C. He first engaged in war in 262 
B.C.—the Battle of Kalinka. He was so 
appalled at the loss of life that he 
changed his ways. He began a 'conquest 
by piety' in which he carried out 
humane things. He was a lover of gods.

He believed in religious tolerance. This is 
a very contemporary issue. He had a 
deep respect for the Buddhist faith, but 
was basically a strong Hindu. He is an 
ideal figure for contemporary times. 
While Methodists, Catholics, and Jews 
should strive to become better in their 
own religion, they should encourage 
each other to do the same. Asoka is a 
great personality. Truly one of the great 
personalities is Asoka." Forward, back
ward....it's important.

"Where is your plaque?" I ask.
"Oh, I'm getting it fixed again. The

outside was coming off."
"Do you remember what it says?" 
"Oh, sure."

The King beloved o f the gods honors 
all forms o f religious faith but gives the 
greatest honor to the increase o f the 
substance o f the faith whereof this is 
the root, to venerate one's own faith 
and never revile the faith o f others for 
to do so is to injure your own faith 
while you wrong the faith o f others.

—Asoka o f India: 273 B.C. ESS
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Don’t Mention 
the Word

By John M. Scott, S.J.

I would like to share with you an 
experience I had some years ago 
when I was invited to write a textbook 

on astronomy for use in public schools. 
The book was printed and used nation
wide in both public and Catholic 
schools. It is now out of print.

No sooner had I started work on my 
manuscript than I received a letter from 

the editor who said, 
"As you know there 
are those in the 
public school system 
who believe that 
religion and science 
are distinct and 
should be kept sepa
rate, so, do not men
tion the word 'God' 
or bring up the topic 
of religion."

I made no reply to this letter, but con
tinued work on my manuscript. The first 
chapter dealt with our spaceship, planet 
Earth. Following chapters dealt with 
our nearest neighbor in space, the moon, 
the planets, comets, meteoroids, and

Fr. Scott

asteroids, our personal star, the sun, 
and galaxies.

I sent the manuscript to the editor 
and waited. Then, the very thing I 
thought might happen did happen. The 
editor wrote, "I know that we cannot 
bring God into the text directly, but 
can you give the theories the astron
omers have concerning the origin of 
the universe?"

This is exactly what I had been wait
ing for. To prove that I was not simply 
giving my own viewpoint, I quoted from 
tiie latest college texts on astronomy. In 
his magnificent book on astronomy, 
Michael Zeilik reminds us that many 
theories or models have been brought 
forward to explain the existence of the 
universe. "Some of these models have
been quite weird," Zeilik writes, "but 
only two have gathered a substantial fol
lowing: the steady-state theory and the 
big-bang theory/

The steady-state theory informs us 
that the universe is infinitely old. It nev
er had a beeinnine. It always was.

The big-bang theory informs us that

the universe is finite, or limited. It had 
a beginning.

"I believe," said Zeilik, "that the pre
sent evidence indicates that the universe 
began at a finite time in the past and 
may end at a finite time in the future."

Astronomer Robert Jastrow is very 
direct. "At the present time the big-bang 
theory has no competitors."

Keep in mind that Jastrow is an 
internationally-known astronomer. He is 
the founder and director of NASA's 
Goddard Institute for Space Studies. He 
is professor of astronomy and geology at 
Columbia University, and professor of 
earth sciences at Dartmouth College.

One thing that made scientists give 
up the steady-state theory is an interest
ing "trick" or "feat" of nature. Through
out the vast, star-studded regions of the 
universe, gravity is continually squeez
ing matter together. Under this squeeze 
play of gravity, hydrogen is turned into 
heavier materials.

The most important thing to keep in 
mind is this: The process is a one-way 
street. Hydrogen is changed into heavier

1
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elements. These heavier elements do not 
turn back into hydrogen.

If the universe were infinitely old, if 
the universe had been in existence forev
er, then by now most of the matter in the 
universe would no longer be hydrogen. 
The hydrogen would have been turned 
into other materials.

But scientific observations show 
that the matter in the universe is still 
mostly hydrogen.

No wonder professor Jay M. 
Pasachoff in his magnificent book, 
Contemporary Astronomy, said, "The 
steady-state theory now seems discredit
ed." "Adverse evidence," says Jastrow, 
"has led to the abandonment of the 
steady-state theory by nearly everyone, 
leaving the big-bang theory exposed 
as the only adequate explanation of 
the facts."

Edwin P. Hubble

In 1924, a discovery burst like a bomb 
in the astronomical observatories of 
the world.

If you are out in the country on a 
clear September night, look up, far over 
your head. You may be able to see in the 
constellation of Andromeda a faint 
smudge. This is the most distant object 
visible to the naked eye. It was believed 
to be a nebula — a faintly glowing doud 
of gas.

In 1924, Edwin P. Hubble, working 
with the new 100-inch telescope on 
Mount Wilson, in California, proved that 
the misty patch was not a doud of gas. It 

was a system of separate stars.
It was the first 

O

©
o

galaxy ever discovered outside our own 
Milky Way Galaxy. It is called the 
Andromeda Galaxy.

By 1929, Hubble had discovered 
dozens of galaxies and observed that 
they are running away from each other 
at incredible speeds.

Suppose you are on a mountain top 
with a powerful telescope. You look out 
across a wide valley ana see Becky and 
Sid walking in opposite directions.
Becky is walking due north, at the rate of 
three miles per hour. Sid is walking due 
south at the same rate. Since you know 
how far apart Becky and Sid are, and 
since you know how fast they are walk
ing, you can figure out when they began 
their walk.

Astronomers did much the same 
thing when they looked at the speeding 
galaxies racing from us and from each 
other. They retraced the motions of the 
outward-moving galaxies backward in 
time. They found that they all came 
together some 15 billion years ago. From 
this, the astronomers decided that at this 
time a tremendous explosion, the big 
bang, took place. The material that was 
thrown out by this explosion formed the 
stars, the planets and the galaxies.

In his beautiful and fascinating book, 
Cosmos, Carl Sagan refers to the big bang 
as "the event that began our universe. 
Why it happened is the greatest mystery 
we know. That it happened is reasonably 
clear."

Jastrow is even more positive. In his 
exciting book, God and the Astronomers, 
he says, "Now we see how the astro
nomical evidence leads to a biblical view 
of the origin of the world. The details 
differ, but the essential elements in the 
astronomical and biblical accounts of 
Genesis are the same: the chain of events 
leading to man commenced suddenly 
and sharply at a definite moment in

time, in a flash of light and energy."
It is interesting to note that Aobe 

Georges Lemaitre, a Belgian priest and 
astronomer, was one of the early 
proponents of the big-bang origin of 
the universe.

Much of America's progress in space 
has been due to the work of Werner von 
Braun, who was rated as the topmost 
rocket expert in the world. It was von 
Braun himself who designed the Jupiter- 
C rocket, which lifted the first American 
earth satellite — Explorer I — into orbit. 
This achievement, as he predicted at the 
time, "was only the beginning of our 
long-range program to conquer space."

Today, von Braun is known as "the 
Father of the Saturn V Rocket" that put 
our astronauts on the moon. Head of 
the billion-dollar George C. Marshall 
Space Flight Center at Huntsville, Ala., 
he has become a legendary figure of 
modem rocketry.

Von Braun made it possible for us to 
rise in thunder, pace the cold, black, 
desert dune of space, meander on the 
moon, then race back to Earth in wonder.

Listen, now, as von Braun explains 
his views: "The natural laws of the uni
verse are so precise that we have no dif
ficulty building a spaceship to fly to the 
moon, and we can time the flight with a 
precision of a fraction of a second.

"These laws must have been set by 
somebody.

"Anything as well ordered and per
fectly created as is our earth and uni
verse must have a Maker, a Master 
Designer. Anything so orderly, so per
fect, so precisely balanced, so majestic as 
this creation can only be the product 
of a Divine Idea.

"There must be a Maker; there can be 
no other way.

"Finite man cannot comprehend an 
omnipresent, omniscient, omnipotent 
and infinite God. Any effort to visualize 
God, to reduce Him to our comprehen
sion, to describe Him in our language, 
beggars His greatness.

'*My relationship with God," said von 
Braun," is very personal. I think you can 
be on first name terms with Him, you 
know, and tell Him what your troubles 
are, and ask for help. I do it all the time, 
and it works for me." E3
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A lumnews
%

A lumnitems
21 James A. Lonergan, DDS, Salina, 
Kan., retired dentist, was honored for 
his 100th birthday by the Salina Noon 
Optimist Club where he received a 
plaque for his 58 years of dedicated ser
vice. He also was honored with a birth
day salute by NBC weather forecaster 
Willard Scott on the "Today Show."
59 Joseph S. Lawton, MD, Fullerton, 
Calif., family practice physician in 
Fullerton, has been elected to a two- 
year term as chief of staff at St. Jude 
Medical Center in Fullerton.
83 Pamela Watson Korbel, MBA, San 
Diego, director of Growth Management 
Services for RCG Management, Inc., in 
San Diego, was honored for her volun
teer work with entrepreneurs from low- 
income housing. Korbel was honored 
by the San Diego Housing Commission 
and the Roads to Self-Employment 
Program. A co-founder of the program, 
Korbel also volunteers as a small busi
ness trainer and counselor.
87 Dr. Michael A. Velasquez, BSPha, 
El Paso, Texas, has earned the doctor of 
osteopathy degree from Michigan State 
University, and has begun a one-year 
rotating internship at Michigan Health 
Center in Detroit.

Weddings
82 Jana Crisler, MA, and Brian J. 
Donahoe, BSBA'83, July 9, 1994, living 
in Omaha.
85 Kathleen R. Svoboda and Dr. 
Thomas A. Franco, BS, July 23,1994, 
living in Omaha.
88 Sherry Regli and Mark W. 
Gloudeman, PharmD, July 27,1991, 
living in Martinez, Calif.

Linda Armstrong and Douglas E. 
Rittenhouse, MD, July 9, 1994, living in 
Mill Valley, Calif.

89 Kristina Kosh, BA, and Larry 
Brownstone, June 4,1994, living in 
Vacaville, Calif.

Holly A. Prater and Noel G. 
Landuyt, BSChm, June 18,1994, living 
in Austin, Texas.

Pamela Ostrand and Joseph F. 
Meyer, BSBA, May 21,1994, living in 
Kansas City.
90 Molly O'Gorman, BA, and Scott E. 
Billings, MBA, Aug. 13,1994, living in 
Omaha.
91 Melinda A. Harvey, BFA, and
William M. Kizer Jr., July 15,1994, liv
ing in Omaha.
92 Sylvia G. Angel, BA, and Richard 
P. Jeffries, JD'93, July 30,1994, living in 
Omaha.

Gina Bertagnolli, BA, and Jon
Landis, July 2,1994, living in Denver. 

Kristin Buddenhagen, BSOT, and
Timothy J. Swinchoski, Oct. 2,1993, liv
ing in Omaha.

Michele L. Buffo, BA, and Rodney 
W. Kimes, JD, April 23,1994, living in 
Beloit, Wis.

Jennifer Patton and Keith D. 
Clancy, MD, March 26, 1994, living in 
Bolingbrook, 111.
93 Ingrid P. Hinder, BA, and Dr.
Galen Perdikis, March 5,1994, living in 
Omaha.

Meredith S. Risner, BS, and Brian 
S. Van Voorhis, BS'92, July 23,1994, 
living in Omaha.

Charlesetta Ward, BA, and Tony C. 
Evans, Feb. 12,1994, living in 
Winchester, Va.

Births
72 Paul E. Tornambe, MD, and
Deborah J. Tornambe, Poway, Calif., a 
daughter, Gianna Rose, March 17,1994. 
76 Frederick P. Caso Jr., BA, and Lori 
Caso, Niagara Falls, N.Y., a son, 
Cameron Frederick, April 5,1994.
78 Dr. Ed Olsen and Susan Higgins 
Olsen, MD, Morrisville, Vt., a son,

Sebastian Thomas, Sept. 3,1993.
79 Cmdr. David P. Brown and 
Barbara Wagner Brown, BSN,
Springfield, Va., a daughter, Mary Ruth, 
Jan. 12,1994.

Stephen E. Busch and K. Sheila 
Bounds Busch, BSMT, Spokane, Wash., 
two daughters, Melissa Elizabeth, Jan.
30,1992, and Kathryn Sheila, May 7,
1994.
81 Francis A. Honrath, JD, and Linda 
Honrath, Larchwood, Iowa, a daughter, 
Rachel, April 17,1994.
82 William C. Graft, BA, and Mary 
Fitzpatrick Graft, BSN'84, Barrington,
111., a son, William Christopher, July 24, 
1994.

Paul C. Miller, BA, and Annie 
Miller, Kansas City, a daughter, Grace 
Madeline, June 6,1994.
83 Jon A. Jacobsen, BSBA, and 
Debra J. Slavin Jacobsen, BA'84,
Omaha, a son, Peter James, June 18,
1994.
84 Steven P. Gainey, MD, and Debra 
Waldvogel Gainey, BSN'80,
Manitowoc, Wis., a daughter, Maren 
Kathleen, Nov. 23,1993.

Neal R. Gorrin, MD, and Ruth 
Gorrin, Redwood City, Calif., a daugh
ter, Margot Rita, April 4,1994.

Douglas L. Young, BSBA, and 
Carol A. Young, Singapore, a daughter, 
Kelsey Elizabeth, March 15,1994.
87 Thomas A. Berry, DDS, and Mary 
Anspach Berry, BSN'83, Bakersfield, 
Calif., a daughter, Ann Maryrose, Jan.
22,1994.

Gary J. Hall and Jennifer Smith 
Hall, BSN, Woodbine, Iowa, a daugh
ter, Shelby Johanne, April 15,1994.

Paul A. James and Maria Incontro 
James, BS, Santa Clara, Calif., a daugh
ter, Catherine Mary, July 10,1994.

Mark J. Riemer, BSBA, and 
Michelle Andruzzi Riemer, BSBA'89, 
Vernon Hills, 111., a son, Michael Joseph, 
June 15,1994.
88 David F. Willian, MD, and
Charlotte J. Willian, Muncie, Ind., a son,

________________________________ ■
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UNIVERSITY 1\ EWS
Creighton has been ranked No. 2 
among Midwestern universities in U.S. 
News and World Report magazine's 
annual "America's Best Colleges" issue.

In addition, Creighton was rated 
among the nation's "best college buys" 
for the fifth straight year by Money 
magazine's annual Money Guide: Your 
Best College Buys.

U.S. News and World Report chose 
Creighton for the eighth straight year as 
one of the nation's top quality colleges. 
Creighton has been ranked by the mag
azine since it began its ratings in 1987. 
The No. 2 rating is an improvement 
over last year's ranking of No. 5 in 
the Midwest.

David Spencer, July 1,1994.
90 Gregory K. May, MD, and Anne 
Marie Wong May, MD'91, Rochester, 
Minn., a daughter, Samantha Anne, 
May 29,1994.

Douglas F. Steenblock Jr., MD, 
and Shelley Klahs Steenblock, 
BSN'86, Denver, a daughter, Hannah 
Emily, May 24,1994.

Deaths
25 Mildred (Brooke) Grossnicklaus, 
PhaG, Scottsbluff, Neb., July 12,1994.
28 Paul Steinberg, BusAd, Omaha, 
Neb., August 1994.
29 Victoria (Vicki) E. Hruska, wife of 
Hon. Roman L. Hruska JD, Omaha, 
Neb., Aug. 1, 1994.

Eulalia (Schaefer) Miller, SJN, 
Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 10,1994.

Eugene V. Walsh, DDS, Ames, 
Iowa, Aug. 8, 1994.
30 Maurice P. Kirsten, DDS, Findlay, 
Ohio, Jan. 10, 1994.
31 Rafael R. (Bud) Oehler, PHC,
Atlantic, Iowa, July 28,1994.
32 Hilary Lassek, BSC, Lincoln, Neb., 
Aug. 7,1994.

L. Louis O'Donnell, BSC, Omaha, 
Neb., August 20,1994.

"We at Creighton have always rec
ognized the importance of providing 
an academically strong education, and 
we are very pleased to be consistently 
numbered among the nation's best uni
versities," said the Rev. Michael G. 
Morrison, S.J., Creighton's president.

Fr. Morrison said it was "gratifying" 
also to be chosen by Money as one of 
the nation's best values. "We are 
pleased to be ranked in the top 5 per
cent of colleges and universities in the 
nation in terms of quality and afford
ability," he said.

Creighton jumped from 87th in the 
nation and 18th in the Midwest to a 
1995 ranking of 45th in the nation and

33 Nathan R. Cutler, BSC, Los
Angeles, Calif., July 14,1994.
37 Frederick L. (Lee) Schloredt, 
BSPha, Sundance, Wyo., Aug. 16,1994.
39 Lt. Col. John P. Leahy, PhB, Vista, 
Calif., May 27,1994.

Charles J. Leppert, Arts, Omaha, 
Neb., August 12,1994.
40 Sr. Veronica Kotera, de N.D., PhB, 
Omaha, Neb., August 22,1994.
45 Joan A. Kubitschek Smith, SJN, 
O'Neill, Neb., July 16,1994.
46 Thomas J. Gurnett, MD, Omaha, 
Neb., August 21,1994.
48 Jane E. (Applegate) Deger, SJN, 
Lincoln, Neb., August 1994.
49 Alvin L. Peterson, BSC, 
Richardson, Texas, July 10,1994.
50 Leonard E. Carlson, MD 
Redmond, Wash., Aug.6,1994.

Walter A. DeMotte, BSPha, 
Oceanside, Calif., Sept. 14,1993.
51 Alfred V. Burkley, BS, Omaha, 
Neb., August 25,1994.

Dennis J. Cortney, BSC, La Jolla, 
Calif., Aug. 14,1994.

Joyce L. Pogge, wife of John J. 
Pogge, BSC, Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
August 1994.
52 Rosemary (Conrey) Holland, 
BSMT, Portland, Ore. Aug. 8,1994.
53 James E. Holland, MD, Portland,

8th in the Midwest. Money assessed 
959 colleges and universities for its 
rankings.

U.S. News and World Report evaluated 
more than 500 regional universities in 
ranking the top 15 in each of four geo
graphic regions. Creighton was rated 
No. 1 in academic reputation and 
financial resources.

"We are especially proud of our 
excellent ranking in the academic repu
tation category," Fr. Morrison said. 
"Since Creighton opened its doors 116 
years ago, its mission has been to 
provide a top-quality, value-centered 
education."

Ore., May 6,1994.
55 Sr. Alberta M. Savoie, MS, 
Concordia, Kan., Aug. 3,1994.
56 Dr. John S. Murphy, BS, husband 
of Donna Miller Murphy, BSN'55, 
Williamsville, N.Y., March 28,1994.
57 Dorene Easier Bogard, wife of Paul 
A. Bogard, BSPha, Omaha, Neb., 
January 1994.
59 Carl L. Teply, BSBA, Omaha, Neb., 
August 7,1994.
60 John J. Tingle, Arts, Clinton, Iowa, 
July 23,1994.
65 David A. Langhorst, husband of 
Mary (Hietter) Langhorst, BS,
Bellevue, Neb., Aug. 7,1994.
66 Rev. Paul A. Thetreau, S.J., MA, 
Omaha, Neb., Oct. 12,1993.
67 Walter J. O'Brien, BS, Fort Myers, 
Flordia, July 25,1994.
76 Margaret M. (Peggy) Helget 
Nolan, Arts, wife of William J. Nolan, 
BA'78, Omaha, Neb., August 23,1994. 
81 Sr. Jean M. Waiss, S.S.N.D., 
M'Min, Omaha, Neb., July 16,1994.
83 Susan K. (Boggust) Zoucha, BA, 
wife of Dr. Kenneth A. Zoucha, BA, 
Hastings, Neb., Aug. 15,1994.
84 Audrey Maria McCawley, infant 
daughter of Maria (Williams) 
McCawley, BA, and Tony McCawley, 
Omaha, Neb., April 26,1994
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Ernie, Sue Kobets
KEEP MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE IN 
LIVES THEY TOUCH

n e  Kobetsf*™ ly-fou, Of the children are adopted.

Anyone who has seen the crowds at 
the Illinois Street Food Emporium 

in Indianapolis, Ind., could attest to the 
entrepreneurial acumen of Ernie and Sue 
Kobets.

But these Creighton alumni have 
other gifts to share with those around them.
A recent article in C.E.O. magazine told the 
world about their approach to their neighborhood and their family.

Said Sue of the Indianapolis inner city community that has blossomed under their 
influence: "We love this neighborhood. We chose it 18 years ago because it's integrated in all 
ways — racially, economically, socially — and it's where we want to live."

Their diverse family of seven children reflects the Kobetses' philosophy, too. Children 
range in age from 3 to 22 years; four of them are adopted.

The Kobetses extend thoughtful care to their family of employees, as well, providing 
fair pay and health benefits for their 50 employees. Their restaurant became the first in 
Indianapolis to belong to the St. Vincent Hospital's Employee Assistance Program. The pro
gram provides counseling for emotional, financial, alcohol or drug abuse problems.

The Kobetses are active in Catholic Social Services and Habitat for Humanity. They cite 
Creighton's Minority Faculty Hiring Program as an inspiration to them, and they point to the 
Jesuit and Creighton philosophy of preparing men and women for others.

Creighton salutes the caring and involved Kobetses, who make a difference in the 
many lives they touch.
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