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FROM LOVING V. VIRGINIA TO BARACK
OBAMA: THE SYMBOLIC

TIE THAT BINDS1

G. REGINALD DANIEL† AND JASMINE KELEKAY††

I. INTRODUCTION

The year 2017 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the 1967 United
States Supreme Court decision in Loving v. Virginia,2 which declared
anti-miscegenation laws to be unconstitutional.  For many, the Loving
decision represents a symbolic turning point in the history of United
States racial politics.  Some even celebrate the Loving decision and the
argued subsequent “biracial baby boom” as the beginning of a post-
racial United States.  Indeed, statistics indicating that fifteen percent
of all new marriages are interracial and polls suggesting that a major-
ity of Americans today approve of interracial marriage are cited as
evidence of the erosion of racial boundaries and tensions.  For many,
the 2008 election of Barack Hussein Obama, the offspring of an Afri-
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can father and European American mother, as the forty-fourth Presi-
dent—and the first Black President—of the United States similarly
marked a symbolic victory affirming that racism has finally been over-
come and the United States is a truly post-racial society.  However,
the year 2017 also marks the end of Obama’s presidency and—impor-
tantly—the inauguration of Donald J. Trump as President of the
United States.  Consequently, we are not only forced to examine this
critical juncture in the history of United States racial politics, but are
also required to critically examine the past fifty years and ask the fol-
lowing question: to what extent have the symbolic victories of Loving
and the election of Obama been imbued with aspirations that have yet
to be fully actualized? Loving and the election of President Obama are
undoubtedly important milestones in the history of United States ju-
risprudence and racial politics.  Yet a careful analysis of interracial
marriage trends, the politics of mixed race identity, and the waves of
backlash against Obama’s presidency—which range from contesting
his legitimacy and opposing his political efforts to explicitly racist
rhetoric and the recent election of Donald Trump as President—sug-
gest that the post-racial potential promised by Loving has remained
more aspirational than actualized.  Accordingly, in order to under-
stand the legacy of Loving, we must think critically about interracial
intimacy and contemporary United States race relations, taking into
account the persistent inequities imbedded in the United States racial
order and the continued relevance of anti-Blackness in the struggles
for a more egalitarian society.

II. HYPODESCENT AND THE MONORACIAL IMPERATIVE

The rule of hypodescent is a social code designating racial group
membership of first-generation offspring of unions between White
Americans and Americans of color exclusively based on their back-
ground of color.  Successive generations of individuals who have White
American ancestry combined with a background of color have more
flexibility in terms of self-identification.  The one-drop rule of hy-
podescent designates as Black everyone with any African ancestry
(“one-drop of blood”).  It precludes any choice in self-identification and
ensures that all future offspring of African American ancestry are so-
cially designated and self-identified as Black.3  Beginning in the late
sixteenth century, the dominant Whites began enforcing rules of hy-
podescent as part of anti-miscegenation statutes aimed at punishing
and eventually prohibiting interracial intimacy, as well as defining

3. REGINALD DANIEL, MORE THAN BLACK? MULTIRACIAL IDENTITY AND THE NEW

RACIAL ORDER ix–xi, 16-17, 37 (2002); F. JAMES DAVIS, WHO IS BLACK? ONE NATION’S
DEFINITION 9, 15, 118 (1991).
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multiracial offspring as Black in an attempt to preserve White racial
“purity” and privilege.  By the middle of the eighteenth century, inter-
racial marriages in the Southern and some Northern colonies (and
eventually states) in Anglo-North America were proscribed and stig-
matized where they were not legally prohibited.4

During the early seventeenth century, African Americans were
comparatively small in numbers and the social distinction between
the White indentured servant and the Black slave was less precise
than the legal distinction between bonded and free.  There were no
laws against miscegenation despite strong prejudice against interra-
cial intimacy.5  Consequently, a small, but not insignificant, number
of indentured Europeans and enslaved Africans intermarried or
formed common-law unions.  They had legitimate offspring, alongside
more widespread clandestine and fleeting liaisons involving births
outside of wedlock.  Most of the latter were between White masters
and indentured or enslaved women of African descent and involved
coercive sexual relations as in extended concubinage or rape.  The off-
spring of these unions were considered slaves contingent upon the
slave status of the mother, not the rule of hypodescent.  Accordingly,
the rule did not increase the numbers of slaves, but rather, the num-
ber of Blacks whether enslaved or free.  Still the rule of hypodescent
conveniently functioned to exempt White landowners (particularly
slaveholders) from the legal obligation of passing on inheritance and
other benefits of paternity to their multiracial progeny.6

The ancestral quanta defining legal Blackness have varied over
time and according to locale.  Informal social perceptions and practices
of hypodescent were normative long before they were formalized in
law.  Statutes and court decisions were inevitably more precise than
social custom.7  The one-drop rule gained currency as the informal or

4. Darryl G. Barthe, Jr., Racial Revisionism, Caste Revisited: Whiteness, Black-
ness, and Barack Obama, in OBAMA AND THE BIRACIAL FACTOR: THE BATTLE FOR A NEW

AMERICAN MAJORITY 83-85 (Andrew J. Jolivétte ed., 2012); REGINALD DANIEL, RACE AND

MULTIRACIALITY IN BRAZIL AND THE UNITED STATES: CONVERGING PATHS? 89-92 (2006);
PEGGY PASCOE, WHAT COMES NATURALLY: MISCEGENATION LAW AND THE MAKING OF

RACE IN AMERICA 19-29 (2009); RANDALL KENNEDY, INTERRACIAL INTIMACIES: SEX, MAR-

RIAGE, IDENTITY, AND ADOPTION 41-69 (2003).
5. DANIEL, supra note 3, at 87; MARTHA HODES, WHITE WOMEN, BLACK MEN: IL-

LICIT SEX IN THE NINETEENTH-CENTURY SOUTH 1-15 (1997); PAUL SPICKARD, MIXED

BLOOD: INTERMARRIAGE AND ETHNIC IDENTITY IN TWENTIETH-CENTURY AMERICA 237
(1989); LAURENCE TENZER, A COMPLETELY NEW LOOK AT INTERRACIAL SEXUALITY: PUBLIC

OPINIONS AND SELECT COMMENTARIES 56-68 (1990).
6. DAVIS, supra note 3, at 9, 15 n.8.
7. Winthrop Jordan, Historical Origins of the One-Drop Racial Rule in the United

States, 1 J. CRITICAL MIXED RACE STUD. 98, 113-14 (2014); Daniel J. Sharfstein, Secret
History of Race in the United States, 112 YALE L.J. 1473, 1476-79 (2003).
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“commonsense”8 definition of Blackness between the seventeenth and
nineteenth centuries, but did not become a customary part of the legal
apparatus until the early twentieth century (circa 1915).9  The rule of
hypodescent has supported legal and informal barriers to racial equal-
ity in most aspects of social life.  At the turn of the twentieth century,
in Plessy v. Ferguson,10 these restrictions culminated with the institu-
tionalization of Jim Crow segregation.11

Beginning in the mid-1950s, those proscriptions began to be dis-
mantled.  They were accompanied by the passage of historic civil
rights legislation in the 1960s, including the landmark 1967 Loving v.
Virginia12 decision, which removed the last laws prohibiting interra-
cial marriage.13  In the aftermath of Loving, notions of racial purity
that supported the ideology of White supremacy were increasingly re-
pudiated.  Rules of hypodescent have since been removed from all
state statutes.  European Americans, nevertheless, maintain identi-
ties and privileges based on White racial exclusivity originating in hy-
podescent.  According to Lipsitz, European Americans continue to
uphold a “possessive investment in Whiteness.”14  This manifests it-
self by means of a matrix of practices that leads to significantly differ-
ent life chances along racial lines.  These outcomes are not merely the
byproducts of benign neglect.  They are also the cumulation of the pur-
poseful designs of Whites that assign people of different racial groups
to different social spaces.  This, in turn, results in grossly inequitable
access to education, employment, transportation, and housing.15

8. MICHAEL OMI & HOWARD WINANT, RACIAL FORMATION: FROM THE 1960S TO THE

1990S 106 (2d ed. 1994).
9. DANIEL, supra note 3, at 34-42; DANIEL, supra note 4 at viii-ix; DAVIS, supra

note 3, at 9-11, 55-58.
10. 163 U.S. 537 (1896).
11. Plessy v. Ferguson, 163 U.S. 537 (1896). See generally Mark Golub, Plessy as

“Passing”: Judicial Responses to Ambiguously Raced Bodies in Plessy v. Ferguson, 39 L.
& SOC’Y REV. 563 (2005); Rebecca J. Scott, Public Rights, Social Equality, and the Con-
ceptual Roots of the Plessy Challenge, 106 MICH. L. REV. 777, 782 (2008).

12. 388 U.S. 1 (1967).
13. There were several judicial antecedents, if not precedents, to Loving.  The legal

antecedents included Perez v. Sharp, 198 P.2d 17 (Cal. 1948), which removed anti-mis-
cegenation statutes in California, and McLaughlin v. Florida, 379 U.S. 184 (1964), in
which the United States Supreme Court unanimously ruled against the constitutional-
ity of Florida’s cohabitation statute, which prohibited habitual cohabitation between
two unmarried individuals of the opposite sex if one was Black, and the other, White.
The decision overturned Pace v. Alabama, 106 U.S. 583 (1883), which had declared such
statutes constitutional.  The McLaughlin decision did not, however, overturn the other
part of Florida’s anti-miscegenation law prohibiting racial intermarriage between
Whites and Blacks.  Such statutes were only declared unconstitutional in Loving v. Vir-
ginia. RACHEL MORAN, INTERRACIAL INTIMACY: THE REGULATION OF RACE AND ROMANCE

79-81, 92-96 (2001).
14. GEORGE LIPSITZ, THE POSSESSIVE INVESTMENT IN WHITENESS: HOW WHITE PEO-

PLE PROFIT FROM IDENTITY POLITICS 2 (1998).
15. GEORGE LIPSITZ, HOW RACISM TAKES PLACE 6 (2011).
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Hypodescent also had unintended consequences for groups of
color, especially Blacks.  By drawing boundaries that excluded Blacks
from having contact as equals with Whites, it legitimated and forged
group identities among the former.  Consequently, Blacks hold on
tenaciously to the one-drop rule.  It is considered a necessary, if origi-
nally oppressive, means of maintaining the integrity of the Black com-
munity and mobilizing in the continuing struggle against racial
inequality.  Yet, an African American identity is not a mindless em-
brace of “the Blackness that Whiteness created,” and thus an indica-
tion that individuals have been duped by hypodescent.  Rather,
African Americans rearticulate, rather than reproduce, rules of hy-
podescent.  This involves repetition of hypodescent with a difference in
support of racial difference without hierarchy, that is, difference based
on equality.16

III. RESISTING HYPODESCENT AND THE MONORACIAL
IMPERATIVE

The rule of hypodescent has become so accepted in the United
States that its oppressive origins are largely obscured and its logic
never questioned.  Individuals reinforce, if only unwittingly, racial
designations as if they were mutually exclusive and singular
(monoracial), if not hierarchical categories of experience, as well as
objective phenomena with an independent existence of their own.  Hy-
podescent is also the basis of associated advantages that accrue to
Whites as well as groups of color (“monoracial privilege”).17  Conse-
quently, monoraciality has been internalized as the normative pattern
of identification, which deems a multiracial identity as illegitimate.18

Since the late 1960s, however, growing numbers of people have chal-
lenged hypodescent and its proscriptions.  This is related to the dis-
mantling of Jim Crow segregation and implementation of civil rights
legislation during the 1950s and 1960s.

More specifically, it is attributable to the 1967 Loving v. Vir-
ginia19 decision, which overturned statutes in the remaining sixteen
states prohibiting racial intermarriage.  Previously, the racial state
regarded interracial intimacy as a private rather than public matter.
This was part of the state’s tactic of deflecting attention away from the

16. DANIEL, supra note 4, at 217.
17. Kevin L. Nadal, Microaggressions and the Multiracial Experience, 1 INT’L J.

HUMAN. & SOC. SCI. 36, 43 (2011).
18. REGINALD DANIEL, MACHADO DE ASSIS: MULTIRACIAL IDENTITY AND THE BRAZIL-

IAN NOVELIST 244 (2012); Marc P. Johnston & Kevin L. Nadal, Multiracial Microaggres-
sions: Exposing Monoracism, in MICROAGGRESSIONS AND MARGINALITY: MANIFESTATION,
DYNAMICS, AND IMPACT 123-44 (Derald Wing Sue ed., 2010).

19. 388 U.S. 1 (1967).
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contradictions between its espousal of freedom and justice and the em-
pirical realities of Jim Crow segregation, including anti-miscegenation
statutes.  Interracial intimacy thus became central to the debate on
the relationship of private matters to the public sphere of civil rights
activism.  Many activists wanted interracial intimacy to be considered
a public matter as part of the promotion of equal rights and social
justice, particularly in terms of Black-White relations.  They endeav-
ored to achieve this primarily through popular culture, but also
through litigation.  Activists hoped to expose the pervasive racism in
the legal system of a nation that trumpeted itself as the arsenal of
democracy to the rest of the world.20

The Loving decision did not, however, derive from the civil rights
movement itself, although the changing climate engendered by the
movement paved the way.  It originated in a lawsuit filed by an inter-
racial couple, Richard Loving, who was European American, and his
wife Mildred Jeter, who was an African-descent American.  They took
their case all the way to the Supreme Court, which ruled that anti-
miscegenation laws violated the Equal Protection Clause of the Four-
teenth Amendment and were thus unconstitutional.21  This process
began with the Brown v. Board of Education22 decision in 1954, which
reversed the 1896 case of Plessy v. Ferguson23 that legalized Jim Crow
segregation.24  It culminated in the passage of the Civil Rights Act of
196425 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965,26 as well as the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (or Hart-Celler Act),27 which removed legal
restrictions on immigration.  Along with the Fair Housing Act of
1968,28 Loving was part of the dismantling of segregation in the pri-
vate sphere and followed the elimination of all other forms of legalized
racial discrimination and segregation in the public sphere.

20. ALEX LUBIN, ROMANCE AND RIGHTS: THE POLITICS OF INTERRACIAL INTIMACY,
1945–1954 ix-xxi, 66-95, 151-59 (2005); Rachel F. Moran, Loving and the Legacy of Un-
intended Consequences, 2007 WIS. L. REV. 239, 249-50 (2007); PEGGY PASCOE, WHAT

COMES NATURALLY: MISCEGENATION LAW AND THE MAKING OF RACE IN AMERICA 164-204,
246-90 (2009); KENNEDY, supra note 4, at 23-26; Dorothy E. Roberts, Loving v. Virginia
as a Civil Rights Decision, 59 N.Y.L. SCH. L. REV. 175 (2014–2015).

21. DANIEL, supra note 3, at 97; Kevin N. Maillard & Rose C. Villazor, Introduc-
tion: Loving v. Virginia in a Post-Racial World: Rethinking Race, Sex, and Marriage, in
LOVING V. VIRGINIA IN A POST-RACIAL WORLD 2 (Kevin N. Maillard & Rose C. Villazor
eds., 2012).

22. 347 U.S. 483 (1954).
23. 163 U.S. 537 (1896).
24. Roberts, supra note 20, at 175.
25. 28 U.S.C. § 1447 (2012); 42 U.S.C. §§ 1971, 2000a-2000h–6  (2012).
26. 42 U.S.C. §§ 1971, 1973d, 1973e, 1973g, (2012); 52 U.S.C. §§ 10301-10313,

10501-10508, 10701-10702 (2012).
27. 8 U.S.C. §§ 1101, 1181-1182, 1151-1156, 1201-1202, 1204, 1251, 1253-1255,

1259, 1322, 1351 (2012).
28. 42 U.S.C. §§ 3601-3619 (2012).
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Importantly, however, Loving was most relevant in the Southern
states where anti-miscegenation laws primarily targeted interracial
marriages between Blacks and Whites, which have historically been
the most taboo relationships.29  Yet Black-White intermarriages have
composed a relatively small percentage of the nation’s interracially
married couples.  Consequently, the Loving decision did not result in a
significant growth in intermarriages.30  According to census data, in
1960 there were 51,000 Black-White marriages of the nation’s 157,000
interracial marriages; in 1970 there were 65,000 Black-White mar-
riages out of a national total of 321,000 interracial marriages.31  By
1980, the number of interracial couples approached one million, in-
cluding 599,000 White-other race unions and some 167,000 Black-
White unions.32  The number of interracial couples continued to in-
crease steadily until by 1990 there were 1.5 million interracial unions,
of which 883,000 were White-other race unions and 246,000 Black-
White unions.33  Notwithstanding Loving’s limited significance in
terms of increased racial intermarriage, it was a symbolic victory that
removed the legal sanction against interracial marriage and some of

29. This has particularly been true historically of marriages between Black men
and White women although Black men are more likely to outmarry than Black women.
See HODES, supra note 5, at 44-46; Jeffrey S. Passel, Wendy Wang & Paul Taylor, Mar-
rying Out: One-in-Seven New U.S. Marriages is Interracial or Interethnic, PEW RES.
CTR. (June 4, 2010), http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2010/06/04/marrying-out/ [herein-
after Marrying Out].

30. The 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act was more important in this regard
given that it increased immigration of populations from Latin America as well as Asia,
which have a higher percentage of interracial marriages.  In terms of the latter, the
missionary history, commerce, militarization, and United States wars in Asia and the
Pacific have also played a significant role.

31. ANDREW BILLINGSLEY, CLIMBING JACOB’S LADDER: THE ENDURING LEGACY OF

AFRICAN AMERICAN FAMILIES 247 (1993); Jennifer Lee & Frank A. Bean, America’s
Changing Color Lines: Immigration, Race/Ethnicity, and Multiracial Identification, 30
ANN. REV. SOC. 221, 228 (2004); PASCOE, supra note 20, at 295-96; RENEE C. ROMANO,
RACE MIXING: BLACK-WHITE MARRIAGE IN POSTWAR AMERICA 3 (2003); MARIA P. P. ROOT,
LOVE’S REVOLUTION: INTERRACIAL MARRIAGE 179-88 (2001); Roger Sanjek, Intermarriage
and the Future of Races, in RACE 105 (Steven Gregory & Roger Sanjek eds., 1994); U.S.
CENSUS BUREAU, https://www.census.gov/ (last visited Mar. 25, 2017).

32. BILLINGSLEY, supra note 31, at 247; Sanjek, supra note 31; MS-3. Interracial
Married Couples: 1960 to Present, U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (Jan. 7, 1999), https://www.cen-
sus.gov/population/socdemo/ms-la/tabms-3.txt [hereinafter MS-3]; Table 1: Race of Wife
by Race of Husband: 1960, 1970, 1980, 1991, and 1992, U.S. CENSUS BUREAU (June 10,
1998), https://www.census.gov/population/socdemo/race/interractab1.txt [hereinafter
Table 1].

33. Tim Bovee, Interracial Couples Have Doubled in 12 Years, BUFFALO NEWS, Feb.
12, 1993, at A2; GIGI KAESER & PEGGY GILLESPIE, OF MANY COLORS: PORTRAITS OF MUL-

TIRACIAL FAMILIES xi (1997); ROOT, supra note 31, at 179; MS-3, supra note 32; Table 1,
supra note 32.
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the negative social stigma associated with these unions, thus legiti-
mizing marriages that had previously been proscribed.34

Since the late 1980s, discussions on race in the United States
have increasingly included references to a multiracial identity, which
is an additional interrogation of the one-drop rule.  The resistance to
the rule of hypodescent as indicated by increased racial intermarriage
in the post-Loving era was not, however, accompanied by any notable
equivalent resistance to the one-drop rule, and hypodescent more gen-
erally, in terms of identity formation of the offspring of these unions.
Increasing numbers, however, embrace more than one racial back-
ground.35  This multiracial identity manifests itself “betwixt and be-
tween” the boundaries of traditional United States racial groups.36  It
extends outward from this liminal location depending upon individu-
als’ orientation toward the groups that compose their background.37

Despite myriad backgrounds, experiences, and identities, the shared
liminality based on identification with more than one racial back-
ground becomes an integral part of the self-conception of multiracial-
identified individuals, and a defining component of the multiracial ex-
perience.38  This identity interrogates the “either/or” monoracial im-
perative that underpins United States racial formation and seeks to
shift to a “both/neither” mindset.39

34. This has particularly been true historically of marriages between Black men
and White women although Black men are more likely to outmarry than Black women.
See HODES, supra note 5, at 44-46; Marrying Out, supra note 29; Kevin Noble Maillard,
The Multiracial Epiphany of Loving, 76 FORDHAM L. REV. 2709, 2709-13 (2008).

35. Kevin R. Binning, Miguel Y. Unzueta, Yuen J. Huo, & Ludwin E. Molina, The
Interpretation of Multiracial Status and Its Relation to Social Engagement and Psycho-
logical Well-being, 65 J. SOC. ISSUES 35, 36, 44-46 (2009); KATHLEEN O. KORGEN, FROM

BLACK TO BIRACIAL: TRANSFORMING RACIAL IDENTITY AMONG AMERICANS 9-56 (1998);
KRISTIN A. RENN, MIXED RACE STUDENTS IN COLLEGE: THE ECOLOGY OF RACE, IDENTITY,
AND COMMUNITY ON CAMPUS 64-67 (2004); KERRY A. ROCKQUEMORE & DAVID BRUNSMA,
BEYOND BLACK: BIRACIAL IDENTITY IN AMERICA 21, 41-48 (2002); Scot Rives, Multiracial
Work: Handing over the Discretionary Judicial Tool of Multiracialism, 58 UCLA L. REV.
1303, 1314 (2011).

36. VICTOR W. TURNER, THE RITUAL PROCESS: STRUCTURE AND ANTI-STRUCTURE 97
(1969).

37. GLORIA ANZALDÚA, BORDERLANDS: LA FRONTERA—THE NEW MESTIZA 77-91
(1987); DANIEL, supra note 3, at 93-113; RENN, supra note 35, at 67-93; ROCKQUEMORE &
BRUNSMA, supra note 35, at 40-52; Kerry A. Rockquemore, David L. Brunsma & Daniel
J. Delgado, Racing to Theory or Retheorizing Race? Understanding the Struggle to Build
a Multiracial Identity Theory, 65 J. SOC. ISSUES 13 (2009); KENDRA R. WALLACE, RELA-

TIVE/OUTSIDER: THE ART AND POLITICS OF IDENTITY AMONG MIXED HERITAGE STUDENTS

121-25, 147-52 (2001).
38. STEPHEN CORNELL & DOUGLAS HARTMANN, ETHNICITY AND RACE: MAKING IDEN-

TITIES IN A CHANGING WORLD 86, 96 (1998).
39. DANIEL, supra note 3, at 3, 10, 173; Reginald Leamon Robinson, The Shifting

Race-Consciousness Matrix and the Multiracial Category Movement: A Critical Reply to
Professor Hernandez, 20 B.C. THIRD WORLD L. J. 231, 238, 247 (2000).
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It was not until the late 1970s that increased mobilization
emerged around a multiracial identity.40  By the 1980s, a nascent
multiracial movement composed of a growing number of local support
groups for interracial families and multiracially-identified people lob-
bied for changes in official data collection in the 1990 census.  The goal
was to make possible a multiracial identification.  In the 1990s, this
racial project expanded to include more than fifty support groups and
educational organizations, including two national organizations, the
Association of MultiEthnic Americans and Project RACE (Reclassify
All Children Equally).  This led to a full-scale social movement whose
constituents, along with other supporters, began pressuring for
changes in the collecting of data on race, particularly on the decennial
census, so that multiracial individuals could be enumerated.41

While activists were unsuccessful in bringing about changes on
the 1990 census, their efforts intensified in the wake of the census.
Their success at marshaling various advocacy groups and supporters
was instrumental in prompting federal officials to convene the Con-
gressional Hearings on Racial Census Categories (1993–1997) to dis-
cuss any potential changes on the 2000 census.  By the 2000 census,
this movement succeeded in making it possible for individuals to ex-
press a multiracial identity by checking more than one box in the race
question.42  Consequently, many scholars argue that the rule of hy-
podescent, and specifically the one-drop rule, today has less impact on
identity formation of multiracials of partial African descent.  Others
contend it still influences identity formation through external imposi-
tion as well as self-ascription.43

40. KIMBERLY MCCLAIN DACOSTA, MAKING MULTIRACIALS: STATE, FAMILY, AND

MARKET IN THE REDRAWING OF THE COLOR LINE 21-46 (2007); DANIEL, supra note 3, at
125-54; KIMBERLY M. WILLIAMS, MARK ONE OF MORE: CIVIL RIGHTS IN MULTIRACIAL

AMERICA 1-64 (2008).
41. GARGI BHATTACHARYYA, JOHN GABRIEL & STEPHEN SMALL, RACE AND POWER:

GLOBAL RACISM IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY 60-87 (2002); Nancy Brown & Ramona
Douglass, Making the Invisible Visible: The Growth of Community Network Organiza-
tions, in THE MULTIRACIAL EXPERIENCE: RACIAL BORDERS AS THE NEW FRONTIER 323-40
(Maria P. P. Root ed., 1996); GABE GROSZ, From Sea to Shining . . . : A Current Listing of
Interracial Organizations and Support Groups Across the Nation, in INTERRACE 24-29
(1989); GREG CARTER, THE UNITED STATES OF UNITED RACES: A UTOPIAN HISTORY OF

RACIAL MIXING 164-68 (2013).
42. DACOSTA, supra note 40, at 2-4, 21-46; DANIEL, supra note 3, at 125-51; KIM M.

WILLIAMS, MARK ONE OR MORE: CIVIL RIGHTS IN MULTIRACIAL AMERICA 39-84 (2006);
CARTER, supra note 41, at 170-72, 186-91; Trina Jones, Shades of Brown: The Law of
Skin Color, 49 DUKE L. J. 1487, 1521-22 (2000).

43. MICHAEL P. JEFFRIES, PAINT THE WHITE HOUSE BLACK: BARACK OBAMA AND THE

MEANING OF RACE IN AMERICA 64-70 (2013); Nikki Khanna, “If You’re Half Black, You’re
Just Black”: Reflected Appraisals and the Persistence of the One-drop Rule, 51 SOC. Q.
96-121 (2010); ROCKQUEMORE & BRUNSMA, supra note 35, at 45-46.
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IV. THE OBAMA PHENOMENON AND THE POST-RACIAL
IDEAL

Although Barack Obama does not identify as multiracial, the im-
mediacy of his interracial parentage as the son of a White mother from
Kansas, in the heartland of the United States, and Black father from
Kenya, in the African homeland of humanity, as well as his rearing
outside the continental United States, in Hawai’i and Indonesia, by
his White mother and her relatives, along with his Indonesian stepfa-
ther,44 has imbued his consciousness with a broader vision and wider
ranging sympathies in forming an identity.  This enhanced his image
as the physical embodiment of the principles of inclusiveness and eq-
uity.  Yet in 1961, when Barack Obama was born, twenty-one states
still maintained anti-miscegenation laws, largely targeting marriages
involving Blacks, particularly Black-White unions, the majority of
Whites disapproved of racial intermarriage (96% according to survey
research), and individuals who dared cross the racial divide were con-
sidered deviants.45  Moreover, Obama grew up in an era when a mul-
tiracial identity was not an option.  Indeed, he has never said he
identifies as multiracial.46  This was underscored when Obama
checked only the “Black, African American, or Negro” box on the 2010
census race question even though, since 2000, respondents have been
allowed to check more than one box.47  For all his hybridity, Obama’s
identity is situated in the Black community and extends outward from
that location.48

44. BARACK OBAMA, DREAMS FROM MY FATHER: A STORY OF RACE AND INHERITANCE

xv, 23-25, 30-33 (1995).
45. Micah Altman and Philip A. Klinkner, Measuring the Difference between White

Voting and Polling on Interracial Marriage, 3 DU BOIS REV. 299 (2006); Bill Dedman,
Historians write 1st draft on Obama victory, MSNBC (Nov. 5, 2008 3:35 PM ET), http://
www.msnbc.msn.com/id/27539416/from/ET; Legal Map, LOVING DAY, http://www.lov-
ingday.org/legal-map (last visited Apr. 6, 2017); ROCKQUEMORE & BRUNSMA, supra note
35, at 21.

46. JEFFRIES, supra note 43, at 64-70; Rebecca Chiyoko King-O’Riain, Is No One as
Irish as Barack O’Bama?, in OBAMA AND THE BIRACIAL FACTOR: THE BATTLE FOR A NEW

AMERICAN MAJORITY 114 (Andrew Jolivétte ed., 2012); Zebulon Vance Miletsky, Mutt
Like Me: Barack Obama and the Mixed Race Experience in Historical Perspective, in
OBAMA AND THE BIRACIAL FACTOR: THE BATTLE FOR A NEW AMERICAN MAJORITY 141-68
(Andrew J. Jolivétte ed., 2012); Justin Ponder, A Patchwork Heritage: Multiracial Cita-
tion in Barack Obama’s Dreams from My Father, in OBAMA AND THE BIRACIAL FACTOR:
THE BATTLE FOR A NEW AMERICAN MAJORITY 76 (Andrew Jolivétte ed., 2012).

47. Sam Roberts & Peter Baker, Asked to Declare His Race, Obama Checks ‘Black’,
N.Y. TIMES (Apr. 2, 2010), http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/03/us/politics/03census
.html?_r=0.

48. Robert Keith Collins, A Different Kind of Blackness: The Question of Obama’s
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2012).
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That said, Obama’s public success, a loving extended interracial
family, and comfort as an African American who acknowledges his
multiracial background indicates how much things have changed
since he was born.49  In his first news conference as President-elect,
Obama conveyed this comfort with the throwaway response “mutts
like me”50 when asked by reporters what types of puppies he would
consider getting for his daughters.  This was a more personalized ref-
erence to Obama’s multiracial background than his typically more ob-
lique reference to it by mentioning his parents.

In the media, Obama has generally been referred to as Black or
African American, less frequently as multiracial or biracial.  Yet peo-
ple have displayed varying responses in terms of how he is viewed
racially.  Data on these attitudes were collected for Mark Williams by
Zogby International in a November 2006 Internet poll of 2,155 people.
People were told Obama’s parents’ background, and then were asked
to identify Obama’s race.  Obama was identified as Black by 66% of
African Americans, 9% of Latinas/os, 8% of Whites, and 8% of Asian
Americans.  He was designated with multiracial-identifiers by 88% of
Latinas/os, 80% of Whites, 77% of Asian Americans, and 34% of Afri-
can Americans.

Young people of all racial groups born roughly between 1982 and
2003—the “Millennial generation”51—have been among Obama’s
most ardent supporters.  This population is the most racially diverse
cohort in United States history and has been exposed to a compara-
tively more racially diverse society than any previous generation.  Ac-
cording to figures from the 2008 Current Population Survey, slightly
more than half of Millennials—56%—are European American.  The
remaining 44% are Latina/o (20%), African American (15%), Asian
American (5%), multiracial (3%), and Native American (1%), with a
significantly larger share of Blacks and multiracials than previous
generations.52  If Obama has significance for Blacks, he has special
meaning for the growing population of multiracial-identified individu-

49. Dedman, supra note 45.
50. Alan Fram, ‘Mutts like me’ shows Obama’s racial comfort, NBC NEWS (Nov. 8,

2008 2:51 PM ET), http://www.nbcnews.com/id/27606637/ns/politics-decision_08/t/
mutts-me-shows-obamas-racial-comfort/#.WM2ua6K1uUk.

51. Dominique Apollon, Don’t Call Them “Post-Racial”: Millennials’ Attitudes on
Race, Racism and Key Systems in Our Society, APPLIED RES. CTR. (June 2011) [hereinaf-
ter Don’t Call Them Post-Racial], http://www.racialequitytools.org/resourcefiles/ARC_
Millennials_Report_June_2011.pd; MORLEY WINOGRAD & MICHAEL D. HAIS, MILLENNIAL

MAKEOVER: MYSPACE, YOUTUBE, AND THE FUTURE OF AMERICAN POLITICS 66-67 (2008).
52. Don’t Call Them Post-Racial, supra note 51, at 3–28; Thomas Tseng, Millenni-

als: Key to Post-ethnic America?, NEW GEOGRAPHY (July 30, 2008), http://www.newge-
ography.com/content/00137-millennials-key-post-ethnic-america; JONATHAN CHAIT,
AUDACITY: HOW BARACK OBAMA DEFIED HIS CRITICS AND CREATED A LEGACY THAT WILL

PREVAIL 215 (2017).
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als.53  Multiracials totaled seven million on the 2000 census.54  Based
on 2010 census data, their numbers increased to 9 million—or 2.9 per-
cent of the population.  Although they still make up only a fraction of
the total population, this is a growth rate of about 32% since 2000,
when multiracials composed 2.4% of the population.55

Obama’s multiracial background allowed a wide range of people
to feel comfortable with him, which was instrumental in building an
impressive voter coalition in 2008.  According to election polls, this in-
cluded 95% of Blacks and a two-to-one advantage among all other
communities of color.  In addition, Obama carried every age group
other than those sixty-five and older.56  That said, Senator John Mc-
Cain led Obama by twelve points among White voters.  Obama won
decisively in the electoral vote (Obama 365, McCain 173).  The popu-
lar vote was considerably closer (Obama 66,882,230, McCain,
58,343,671).  Obama garnered 53% and McCain 46% of the popular
vote.57  In the 2012 election, Obama’s showing of 93% among Blacks,
who turned out in record numbers, was all but guaranteed.58  The
true game changer involved garnering 73% of the Asian American
vote and 71% of the Latina/o vote.  Asian Americans in particular
have remained an elusive voter bloc.  Support from these communities
is attributable in part to massive organizing in response to voter sup-
pression efforts in more than a dozen states.  Republicans passed re-
strictions aimed at reducing the turnout of Obama’s “coalition of the
ascendant”—young voters, African Americans, and Latinas/os.59  Ac-
cording to 2012 exit polls, nationally Romney won 60% of the White
vote; Obama garnered 40%.60  However, 60% of Obama’s supporters
were eighteen to twenty-nine years of age, and 54% of females voted

53. JEFFRIES, supra note 43, at 64-70.
54. Mike Stuckey, Multiracial Americans surge in number, voice: Obama candi-

dacy focuses new attention on their quest for understanding, MSNBC (May 28, 2008 5:46
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www.census.gov/prod/2005pubs/censr-22.pdf.
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56. John Mercurio, The final surprise: Obama’s key groups, MSNBC (Nov. 5, 2008
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57. Election Center 2008, President Full Results, CNN (Nov. 17, 2008 5:13 PM
EST), http://www.cnn.com/ELECTION/2008/results/president/.
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for him.61  A voter poll found that feminists, not simply women in gen-
eral, were critical to Obama’s 2012 re-election.62

Although Obama sought to be defined by policy positions instead
of race,63 the media repeatedly referred to his candidacy and election
as a milestone in the nation’s racial history.  Yet, Obama’s ability to
draw on his racial Whiteness enhanced his ability to bridge the racial
divide.  Throughout the 2008 campaign, commentators emphasized
the racial, not to mention cultural, capital Obama possessed due to his
White mother, lighter skin, and Ivy League credentials.  Obama fre-
quently reminded us of his White mother and grandparents who
raised him, as well as his White uncle, a World War II veteran.  The
image of Obama’s White relatives sitting in support of him at the 2008
Democratic National Convention was a remarkable moment under-
scoring his historic significance.64

Moreover, the number of Blacks holding public office has in-
creased dramatically over the years.  Blacks are included in the eco-
nomic mainstream in ways that were unheard of half a century ago.
Absolute gains in years of formal education are significant.65  Yet
darker-skinned Blacks generally have lower socioeconomic status, ed-
ucational attainment, and overall diminished prestige.  Indeed, survey
research indicates that educational attainment, occupational opportu-
nities, and family income among Blacks increases considerably with
lighter skin.66  Other research indicates further that darker-skinned
Blacks have more punitive relationships with law enforcement.67
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cacy, 15 GENDER & SOC’Y 336 (2001); Joel T. Wade, Melanie Judkins Romano & Leslie
Blue, The Effect of African American Skin Color on Hiring Preferences, 34 J. APPLIED
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Whites, even if only unconsciously, often favor individuals of color who
more closely approximate them in physical appearance, believing they
are making impartial decisions based on competence or other criteria.

If the Post-Civil Rights era has provided increased opportunities
for some Blacks and other individuals of color to take advantage of the
more inclusive social relations, it is also marked by continuing and
deep patterns of race-based exclusion and inequality.  Yet the belief
that the United States has transcended racism, along with the color-
blind and more recent post-racial ideology, became the cornerstone of
United States race relations beginning in the last two decades of the
twentieth century.  This colorblind ideology has obscured the selective
and inequitable nature of integration in the Post-Civil Rights era
where some individuals of color—particularly the more socioeconomi-
cally advantaged—have been able to gain increased access to wealth,
power, privilege, and prestige.  Accordingly, pervasive formal exclu-
sion and coercion have been replaced with more informal dynamics,
which are increasingly juxtaposed with patterns of selective inclusion
(or inegalitarian integration).

The increase of inegalitarian integration does not preclude the ex-
istence of more egalitarian patterns of integration.  However, it fol-
lows that integration (inclusiveness) would continue to be deeply
marked by more inegalitarian dynamics given that the larger social
order is still underpinned by racial hierarchy.  In terms of Blacks, this
has been accompanied by a decrease in the rigid ascription of the one-
drop rule in determining their social location.  Skin color, along with
other phenotypical features, such as hair texture, eye color, and nose
and lip shape, etc.,68 working in combination with attitudinal, behav-
ioral, and socioeconomic attributes, has increased as a form of “racial
capital.”69

Gramsci, Omi, and Winant encapsulate the selective nature of
this form of integration (or assimilation) with the term “hegemony,”
which creates the illusion of equality while effectively allowing domi-
nant groups to maintain power, control, and hierarchy.  This also dis-
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SOC. SCI. J. 250 (2011).
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guises the fact that United States society is still racist to the core.70

In 2013, this was evinced in the June 24 and June 25 Supreme Court
decisions that undermine, respectively, the enforcement of affirmative
action initiatives71 and sections of the 1965 Voting Rights Act.  The
latter required federal preapproval for any changes in election proce-
dures and were intended to prevent certain jurisdictions, primarily
among the Southern (and some Western) states, from enforcing histor-
ical practices (e.g., poll taxes, literacy tests, grandfather clauses, etc.)
designed to disenfranchise “racial minorities,” particularly Blacks.
Those provisions also targeted contemporary discriminatory practices,
including voter identification laws and gerrymandering (or voter re-
districting) aimed at minimizing the voter strength of communities of
color who tend to be Democrats.72  Several states have already en-
acted new voter identification laws and redistricting since the Su-
preme Court decision.

V. WHITE ANXIETY, WHITE RESENTMENT, AND WHITE
RAGE

Obama is an iconic figure who embodies and at the same time has
sought to transcend race and speak to the nation’s common destiny.73

He endeavored to navigate the treacherous waters of the United
States racial divide and transform it into a metaphoric bridge that
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redefined the nation’s civic culture and social contract in more inclu-
sive terms.74  Notwithstanding Obama’s race-neutrality, his campaign
and election engendered a sea of White anxiety and in the extreme,
White resentment and rage, whether implicitly or explicitly expressed
in racial terms.75  Stephens-Davidowitz found that a racially charged
Google search was a robust negative predictor of Obama’s vote share
in the 2008 election, estimating that such sentiments cost Obama
three to five percentage points of the popular vote.  Obama also gained
some votes because of race but this effect was comparatively minor.
The majority of voters for whom Obama’s race was a positive factor
were liberals who would have voted for any Democratic presidential
candidate.  Increased support from Blacks added only about one per-
centage point to Obama’s totals.76  However, Obama would not have
won the 2008 election without support from Black voters and other
voters of color.77

During the 2008 election, similar sentiments were expressed in
the foiled plot by White supremacists to assassinate Obama, an
Obama monkey doll, Obama waffles that parody Aunt Jemima at the
Christian Right Voter Summit, and an effigy of Obama hanging from
trees at the University of Kentucky and George Fox University in Ore-
gon.78  During the 2012 election, a bumper sticker displayed a racist
play on words: “Don’t Re-Nig in 2012. Stop repeat offenders. Don’t re-
elect Obama!”79  Former Chief Judge Richard Cebull of the United
States District Court for the District of Montana even received and
forwarded an email comparing Obama’s conception to sex with a dog.
The email read: “A little boy said to his mother, ‘Mommy, how come
I’m black and you’re white?’ His mother replied, ‘Don’t even go there
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Barack! From what I can remember about that party, you’re lucky you
don’t bark!’”80  The Kansas-based Patriot Freedom Alliance posted on
its website a picture describing Obama as a skunk.  The photo in-
cluded the caption: “The skunk has replaced the eagle as the new sym-
bol for the president. It is half Black, it is half White, and almost
everything it does, stinks.”81

These sentiments were also embodied in the Tea Party move-
ment.  A key motivation of its agenda, as well as that of conservative
Republicans, was an adamant fear of, and contempt for, Obama with
the goal of making certain he was not re-elected.82  These views were
generally framed in supposedly race-neutral protests assailing big
government, corporate taxation, and so on, as well as infringements
on individual freedom and “traditional values.”83  So-called “birthers”
claimed Obama was ineligible to be President because there is no
proof he was born in the United States.  Yet birthers were either igno-
rant of, or conveniently ignored, United States constitutional law,
which automatically makes Obama a United States citizen, even if he
was born outside the United States because his mother was a United
States citizen.  Hawai’i’s health director said in 2008 and 2009 she
had seen and verified Obama’s original vital records, and birth notices
in two Honolulu newspapers were published within days of Obama’s
birth at Kapiolani Maternity and Gynecological Hospital in Honolulu.
She confirmed that Obama’s name is in its alphabetical list of names
of people born in Hawai’i, maintained in bound copies available for
public view.  At Obama’s request, state officials eventually made an
exception to a 2001 policy that prohibited anyone from getting a pho-
tocopy of an original birth certificate.  They usually hand out com-
puter-generated versions.84  That said, birthers were less concerned
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with the legality of Obama’s citizenship than with discursively calling
his citizenship into question as a means of delegitimizing his presi-
dency because he is Black.

These occurrences were largely reflective of extremist, fringe ele-
ments.  After the 2008 election, however, authorities noticed increased
hate group membership, as well as more threatening writings, In-
ternet postings, and other activity directed at Obama than with any
previous President.85  Moreover, this White racial hysteria is illustra-
tive of the lack of civility and partisanship endemic to United States
society, particularly in the political arena.  Notwithstanding Obama’s
keynote address at the 2004 Democratic National Convention, in
which he stated there is only one America,86 the 2008, 2012, and 2016
national conventions provided striking portraits of what were clearly
two Americas.  The Democratic conventions were noticeably more ra-
cially diverse.  The Republican conventions were largely a sea of
White faces.  Democrats hold advantages in party identification
among Blacks, Asian Americans, and Latinas/os.  Republicans have
leads among Whites—particularly White men.87  Moreover, Tesler ar-
gues that since Obama’s presidency there has been a renewed align-
ment between political preference and “old fashioned racism” long
thought to have disappeared from United States politics.88
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Yet beginning with his 2008 election campaign, Obama and his
advisers carefully avoided engaging in racial concerns,89 much less
making allegations of racism against Obama, to silence charges he
was “playing the race card.”90  As has been the tradition in other pres-
idential campaigns, Obama’s team deployed surrogates to mediate
contentious discussions dealing with racial issues.91  Yet in David
Remnick’s January 27, 2014 article in the New Yorker, Obama dis-
played a surprising and seeming about-face, at least in terms of his
public statements, on the topic of race.  Obama said he believed race
had an impact on his political standing since the beginning of his pres-
idency.  Moreover, he contended that racial tensions may have weak-
ened his popularity among White voters during his second
administration.  Obama stated: “There’s no doubt that there’s some
folks who just really dislike me because they don’t like the idea of a
Black president.”  Conversely, Obama stated: “Now, the flip side of it
is there are some Black folks and maybe some White folks who really
like me and give me the benefit of the doubt precisely because I’m a
Black president.”92

Obama’s initial cautious response to the July 13, 2013 not-guilty
verdict in the George Zimmerman93 trial for the February 26, 2012
shooting death of Trayvon Martin was criticized by some commenta-
tors as yet another example of his failure to give voice to African
American grievances.  He acknowledged the tragedy that Trayon’s
death meant for the Martin family and the nation, as well as the
strong passions his death and the Zimmerman verdict elicited.  But
Obama stated that “we are a nation of laws, and a jury has spoken.”
He called for a widening of the “circle of compassion and understand-
ing” in the nation’s communities and for national reflection on gun

89. Jeff Zelney, When it comes to race Obama makes his point—with subtlety, CHI.
TRIB. (June 26, 2005), http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-050626
obama-race-archive-story.html.
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LON (Sept. 15, 2009 10:30 PM CDT), https://www.salon.com/2009/09/15/carter_race/; Jeff
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on race and Reagan campaign, MSNBC (Sept. 17, 2009 5:10 PM), http://www
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violence.94  Many argued Obama’s response was pitched perfectly in
terms of content and tone, given the necessity of making a public
statement yet also honoring the constraints of his delicate and compli-
cated role as a President who also happens to be Black.95

On July 19, in response to public criticism by commentators and
urging from some of his supporters,96 Obama gave a more forceful and
unusually personal, if measured, reply to Zimmerman’s acquittal at
an impromptu appearance at a White House press briefing.97  He
stated, “[y]ou know, when Trayvon Martin was first shot, I said that
this could have been my son. Another way of saying that is, Trayvon
Martin could have been me [thirty-five] years ago.”98  Obama men-
tioned further that there are few Blacks, including himself, “who ha-
ven’t had the experience of being followed when they were shopping in
a department store.”99  Obama also addressed the perils associated
with being a Black male in the United States in this regard.  He
affirmed:

[t]here are very few African-American men who haven’t had
the experience of walking across the street and hearing the
locks click on the doors of cars . . . or getting on an elevator
and a woman clutching her purse nervously and holding her
breath until she had a chance to get off.

Moreover, Obama said, “[there] is a history of racial disparities in the
application of our criminal laws . . . . A lot of African-American boys
are painted with a broad brush . . . . If a White male teen was involved
in the same kind of scenario . . . both the outcome and the aftermath
might have been different.”100  Obama’s press briefing elicited praise
from many,101 including Senator John McCain (R-AZ).102  Others crit-
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96. Richard Prince, Obama Speech Came After Black Prodding, ROOT (July 21,
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98. Michael O’Brien, Obama: ‘Trayvon Martin could have been me 35 years ago,’
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icized his briefing as race-baiting;103 still others criticized it for not
being forceful enough in denouncing White racism.104

VI. POSTSCRIPT TO THE POST-RACIAL IDEAL

In the 2016 presidential election, Donald Trump was able to take
advantage of White anxiety, rage, and resentment to help secure his
victory over Hillary Clinton, the nation’s first woman presidential
nominee from a major party.  Trump received a majority of the White
vote (58%), which put him 21 percentage points over Clinton (37%).105

Meanwhile, 88% of Blacks voted for Clinton compared to 8% for
Trump.106  Similarly, 65% of Latinas/os voted for Clinton and 29%
voted for Trump.  The National Exit Poll, sponsored by major media
outlets, reported that 65% of Asian Americans voted for Clinton, 29%
for Trump.  However, the Asian American National Election Eve Poll
concluded that 75% of Asian Americans voted for Clinton, while only
19% voted for Trump.107
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MSNBC Is a ‘Rent-a-Negro’ Cable, ROOT (July 24, 2013 11:20 AM), http://www.theroot
.com/cornel-west-msnbc-is-rent-a-negro-cable-1790897448.

105. Clinton’s decisive popular vote win of 65,853,516 (48.5%) compared to Trump’s
62,984,825 (46.4%) votes outpaced Trump by 2,864,974 votes.  However, Trump won the
electoral count (and thus the presidency) where he garnered 56.9% or 306 of the 538
available electoral votes compared to Clinton’s 232 or 48.5%.  And Trump’s electoral
college win was built in large part on his ability to perform well, if only by a narrow
margin of 79,316, in the popular vote—particularly among the White electorate—in sev-
eral previously Democratic Rust Belt states like Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Wiscon-
sin. Tina Nguyen, You Could Fit All the Voters Who Cost Clinton the Election in a Mid-
Size Football Stadium, VANITY FAIR (Dec. 1, 2016 4:16 PM), http://www.vanityfair.com/
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Clinton won 54% of the female vote against Trump, who also lost
the female vote by a wide margin among minority voters.  According to
exit poll data, 94% of Black women voted for Clinton, as did 68% of
Latinas.  But nearly twice as many White women without college de-
grees voted for Trump than for Clinton, and among college-educated
White women Clinton won by only a narrow margin—51% supported
Clinton—compared to 45% who supported Trump.  Overall, 53% of
White women and 58% of White men voted for Trump.108

Trump’s appeal to White voters has taken various forms.  Among
other things, Trump’s “Make America Great Again” slogan, although
typically framed in populist terms, was a dog whistle or code word for
“Make America White Again.”109  He stated that “illegal immigrants”
from Mexico come to the United States ostensibly to rape and kill
Americans, meaning White people.110  Trump promised to build a wall
to protect the United States from these foreign “invaders.”111  During
the first two months of his administration, Trump issued an executive
order that vastly expanded who is considered a priority for deporta-
tion in keeping with his stated goal of deporting millions.  Of course,
more individuals were deported under Obama than any previous ad-
ministration, although the State tended to focus on those convicted of
violent crimes.  Many fear the Trump administration’s raid practices
may become more draconian.112  Trump also maintained that a judge
of Mexican American descent was inherently incapable of treating him

Trump’s victory: Divisions by race, gender, education, PEW RES. CTR. (Nov. 9, 2016),
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fairly because of the judge’s ancestry.113  On January 27, 2017, Trump
issued an executive order attempting to ban admission to the United
States of citizens from seven Muslim-majority nations—Iran, Libya,
Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Yemen, and Iraq—for 120 days and to suspend
entry of all refugees indefinitely (a revised executive order released on
March 6, 2017, removed Iraq from the list of banned countries and
lifted the indefinite refugee ban for Syrians).114

Trump has publicly disassociated himself from overt White su-
premacist support, yet during his campaign and early in his adminis-
tration, his response can be characterized more as a tepid rebuke than
a direct and impassioned condemnation as has been the case with
other concerns such as widespread voter fraud and fake news.115

Moreover, Trump’s rhetoric and agenda, including some of his cabinet
appointments and senior advisers, as well as the nomination of other
key officials in his administration, has emboldened the White suprem-
acist (and far right) base, which views Trump as emblematic of many
of its aspirations.  Indeed, Trump has ordered that federal resources
be diverted away from tracking White supremacist organizations.116

According to the Southern Poverty Law Center (“SPLC”), in 2016
the number of hate groups in the United States rose for a second year
in a row as the radical right was energized by the candidacy and elec-
tion of Donald Trump.  This has brought racism out of the shadows in
a manner not seen in over half a century.117  The forces of White anxi-
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ety, rage, and resentment have not only gained momentum but also
should signal the deathknell to any lingering notions of the post-racial
ideal that the candidacy and election of Obama supposedly symbolized
as the beginning of a new era in United States race relations.

For example, since January 2017, the number of bomb threats to
Jewish community centers and synagogues across the nation has in-
creased significantly.  Two mosques were burned to the ground.  The
one in Victoria, Texas burned just hours after the Trump administra-
tion announced the so-called Muslim ban.  Muslims have voiced their
support of the Jewish community after the vandalism of cemeteries in
St. Louis; many Jewish people have donated funds to help repair a
mosque in Tampa.118  In February 2017, and only after coming under
considerable pressure, Trump made a belated denunciation of racism
and anti-Semitism at the National Museum of African American His-
tory and Culture.  He also made similar comments in his February 28,
2017 address to a joint session of Congress.  Some critics maintained
Trump’s response was welcome but too little too late.  Moreover,
Trump earlier cast doubt on these incidents by seeming to suggest
that the bomb threats targeting Jewish institutions, along with the
recent vandalism of Jewish cemeteries, were done to harm his image
or that of his supporters rather than perpetrated by the latter.119  On
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March 4, 2017, however, supporters at a pro-Trump rally in Phoenix
called for the genocide of liberals and deportation of Jewish people.120

Notwithstanding these disturbing developments, in the Post-Civil
Rights era, Blacks have become more integrated into both the public
and private spheres of society.  Moreover, the greater frequency of
Whites and Blacks living in the same neighborhoods, working in the
same offices, and attending the same educational institutions has led
to increased friendships, dating, and intermarriage across traditional
racial boundaries since the Loving v. Virginia121 decision.122  Public
attitudes toward interracial marriages, including those involving Afri-
can Americans, symbolize more receptivity to these marriages, and
the numbers of these unions continue to increase.

The 1980–2000 United States censuses, the American Commu-
nity Survey of 2008–2010, as well as Pew Research Center’s 2009 na-
tionwide telephone surveys exploring public attitudes toward
intermarriage, capture these developments.  In 2008, 14.6% of all new
marriages were interracial, more than double the percentage in 1980
(6.7%).  More than a third of adults (35%) said they have a family
member who is married to someone from a different racial group.  Fur-
thermore, 43% of Americans said the increasing number of interracial
marriages has had a positive influence on society, whereas 11% said it
has had a negative influence, and 44% said it has made no
difference.123

In 1980, 3.2% of currently married adults had a spouse from a
different racial group.  By 2010, these marriages reached a record
9.5% or 5.4 million of a total of 56,510,377 marriages.124  Whites con-
tinued to be the least likely to marry interracially (about 4.7%).125

However, in absolute terms they were involved in interracial mar-
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riages more than any other racial group given their demographic ma-
jority.  Consequently, the overwhelming majority of interracial
marriages involve a White American and a person of color.126  For all
Blacks who were currently married in 2010, 8.9% were interracially
married.  This included Black-White unions that totaled 7.9%, which
has tripled over the last decades.127

That said, interracial marriages involving the currently married
population of African Americans have remained small in numbers
compared to those of other groups such as Latinas/os or Asian Ameri-
cans.  The percentage of interracially married individuals was roughly
30 percent for both groups.128  The share of intermarriages among all
currently married Latinas/os was 17.4%.  For all Asians who were cur-
rently married the share of intermarriages was approximately
16%.129  If, however, intermarriages reached an all-time high of 9.5%
in 2010, these marriages are miniscule in terms of numbers.  The
overwhelming majority of Americans (90.5%) still married someone of
the same racial group.  Furthermore, while multiracials of White and
Native American or White and Asian American ancestry, for example,
overwhelmingly tended to marry White spouses, this effect was not
present for White and Black multiracials.  This further complicates
notions that decreased barriers to interracial relationships can be gen-
eralized across populations of color.  It also further highlights the con-
tinued social distance between White and Black Americans, as well as
the continued significance of hypodescent for people with Black
ancestry.130

Furthermore, the comparatively more egalitarian gains in the pri-
vate sphere do not necessarily translate into greater equality in the
public sphere.  Blacks continue to be disproportionately retained at
the bottom of society in terms of occupation and income.  Blacks over-
all have higher rates of unemployment, poverty, and incarceration,
fewer years of education, shorter life expectancy, and overall lesser
wealth and quality of life.131  Consequently, Obama’s significance as
the first African American elected to the nation’s highest office cannot
be underestimated.  It symbolically demonstrates the considerable
gains some Blacks have made in the Post-Civil Rights era.  Obama’s

126. FREY, supra note 125, at 195, 196.
127. Marrying Out, supra note 29.
128. FREY, supra note 125, at 195, 197.
129. Marrying Out, supra note 29.
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election transformed the aesthetic of the nation’s political landscape
and instilled a sense of pride and optimism in African Americans
while inspiring more Black youth to realize their potential for
advancement.132

Moreover, the increased public attention to ancestry and racial
composition was directly attributable to Obama’s open discussion of
his own multiracial background.133  That openness, along with height-
ened interest among lay and professional genealogists, coupled with
the ease and increased sophistication of DNA testing—which now
makes it possible to verify the centuries of extensive racial intermin-
gling—has provided the United States with an opportunity to embrace
itself as a more complex and interconnected racial terrain.134

Obama’s interracial parentage is thus symbolically important in
terms of Loving’s promise.  Yet that promise remains more aspira-
tional than actualized in terms of progress toward a more inclusive
and egalitarian society.135  In fact, the collateral impact of Obama’s
multiracial background, along with his hopeful campaign promises,
generated unrealistic expectations among voters.  Many imbued him
with an almost messianic ability to cleanse the nation of its racial
sins.  Yet racialized patterns in housing and education have made real
egalitarianism all but unattainable, despite the grand illusion that
egalitarian racial integration was imminent.

Indeed, the United States is integrated only to the extent that
White and Black Americans come into contact with each other more
frequently in public places and, significantly less often, in the private
sphere.  If their lives intersect more than previously, most White and
Black Americans still tend to live in separate, mistrustful, unequal,
and sometimes mutually downright hostile worlds.136  Although the
relationship between race and opportunity has changed, the status ac-
corded race remains essentially unchanged.  For White Americans—
regardless of gender, culture, and class—race locates wealth, power,
privilege, and prestige; for Black Americans—irrespective of gender,
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color, culture, or class—race identifies disadvantages and constraints,
however informal, subtle, or elusive they may be.  This does not pre-
clude the achievement of a more racially egalitarian society.  Yet
Steinhorn and Diggs-Brown point out that this requires hard work,
risk, sacrifice, and a willingness to take collective responsibility for
the necessary “social engineering, constant vigilance, government au-
thority, [and] official attention to racial behavior” for the greater na-
tional good.137  It also requires a more honest assessment of the
factors that continue to keep African Americans in a disadvantaged
position, not to mention a more accurate rendering of the historical
and cultural forces that put them there in the first place.
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