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DUAL MINORITY MIXED RACE
ACTIVISTS AND THE CULTIVATION OF

CROSS-RACIAL/ETHNIC COALITIONS IN
THE POST-LOVING ERA

KEVIN ESCUDERO†

In January 2013 I moved to Chicago where I conducted fieldwork
with members of an undocumented immigrant youth-led organization.
As part of this work, I hoped to learn about the strategies and tactics
activists used in the fight for increased rights.  The primary organiza-
tion I worked with was led by undocumented youth, and centered the
needs and desires of community members in its approach to activism.

Many of this organization’s meetings were held downtown at a
central location to facilitate accessibility and attendance.  Following
one of our evening meetings, I headed to the train with two other
members who had also recently become involved: Anna and James.1
Anna was born in the Philippines and moved with her family to one of
the Pacific Islands prior to migrating to the suburbs of Chicago, where
they eventually settled.  She graduated from college with a double ma-
jor in Asian American Studies and Political Science and was, at the
time, working as an administrative office assistant in downtown Chi-
cago.  James, also a recent college graduate, majored in architecture
and was searching for work after having been employed at a down-
town architecture firm during the previous year.  He migrated with
his family from Mexico at the age of six and his family settled first on
the west side of Chicago, then in the city’s suburbs.

As relatively new members of the organization, Anna, James, and
I all came to know each other very well.  Through our conversations on
the train, before and after meetings, and during retreats we chatted
and got to know one another’s reasons for participating in the move-
ment as well as what we hoped to contribute through our activism.  In
particular, I appreciated the fact that Anna identified as Asian Ameri-

† This essay is based upon remarks made for the symposium, “50 Years of Lov-
ing: Seeking Justice Through Love and Relationships,” held at Creighton University
School of Law on March 23 and 24, 2017. Kevin Escudero is a Presidential Diversity
Postdoctoral Fellow and incoming Assistant Professor of American Studies and Ethnic
Studies at Brown University. He received his Ph.D. in Ethnic Studies from the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley and M.S.L. from Yale Law School. His book, Organizing
While Undocumented, examines instances of racial and ethnic coalition building and
use of the law as a tool for organizing by Asian and Latina/o undocumented immigrant
activists in San Francisco, Chicago, and New York City.

1. To protect the identities of participants these names are pseudonyms.
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can and James as Latino.  Given my own background as a self-identi-
fied mixed race2 Asian/Latino individual whose mother came to the
United States as a refugee from Vietnam and father who immigrated
to the United States from Bolivia, I enjoyed the opportunity to organ-
ize alongside these two fellow activists.  Growing up in a diverse, mul-
tiracial community in Southern California, just north of Los Angeles,
being surrounded by people of different racial and ethnic backgrounds
was something largely familiar to me.  Yet, in Chicago, I was only be-
ginning to learn about the different communities who lived in the city
and about their respective neighborhoods.

That evening on the train, as Anna, James, and I sat together and
headed toward the neighborhoods where we each lived, Anna tapped
me on the shoulder and stated, “You know the strangest thing hap-
pened to me today. Something I completely didn’t expect.”  “What do
you mean?”  I asked.  “What was it?”  “Well, so after the meeting when
we were all talking and hanging out, someone asked me if you and I
were related. I mean, just because we are both Asian they think we
must be related. Then someone else asked me if you and I were dat-
ing.”  “What? That’s so weird,” I answered.  “Like dating your sibling?”
I chuckled.  “No, these were two different people,” Anna replied.  “I
think everyone is wondering about us since we both joined [organiza-
tion name] at the same time.”

Reflecting on the role of this organization in cultivating a coali-
tion space of Asian and Latina/o undocumented immigrant organizers
consisting largely of recent college graduates or current undergradu-
ate students, the ensuing discussion I had with Anna and James on
the train made me wonder what role my identity as a mixed race per-
son played in how I negotiated my participation in the organization
and more broadly, the immigrant rights movement.  Was being mixed
race something positive?  Was it a challenge?  Or was it something
that could be both a positive experience and a challenge?  Also, how
would my mixed racial identity impact my future involvement in ac-
tivist organizations or was it just the unique context of this particular
situation?

This essay argues that mixed race individuals’ participation in so-
cial movement struggles has the potential to facilitate coalition build-
ing between groups that are often similarly affected by a given issue.

2. Throughout this essay I use the term “mixed race” to refer to individuals who
self-identify with more than one racial/ethnic group.  In this case, I do not make a dis-
tinction between race and ethnicity, but leave it to the discretion of the individual.  In
my own usage of the term, however, I use the term to refer to mixed race identity with
an understanding that race refers to the socially and historically constructed racial cat-
egories of Asian, white, Black, and Native/Indigenous, adding Hispanic/Latina/o iden-
tity as a race alongside these other categories.
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By virtue of their membership in two or more racial/ethnic groups,
mixed race people negotiate simultaneous inclusion and exclusion.
They are able to assert their identities as members of a given racial/
ethnic community and to utilize their difference as people who also
identify as members of another racial/ethnic group.  As part of this
process mixed race people push their “monoracial” counterparts to
consider the relationship of their community’s issues to those of an-
other similarly situated community.  This experience is especially pro-
nounced for “dual minority individuals,”3 or individuals who identify
as mixed race of two non-white backgrounds.

To trace the development of this argument I begin by framing this
argument within scholarship in the field of Critical Mixed Race Stud-
ies and its emerging sub-field, which focuses on the experiences of
dual minority mixed race individuals.  I then draw upon examples
from my own involvement as a dual minority mixed race person in the
contemporary immigrant rights movement, and conclude with some
thoughts regarding the potential future directions of this research.

I. THE FIELD OF CRITICAL MIXED RACE STUDIES AND
THEORIES OF DUAL MINORITY MIXED RACE IDENTITY

Prior to discussing examples from the contemporary immigrant
rights movement, a social movement in which I have been involved for
the past ten years, I will begin by providing an overview of the rele-
vant literature, which informs the arguments I make in the latter por-
tions of this essay.  My approach to understanding mixed race identity
and its potential as a catalyst for transformative social change begins
with the Court’s decision in Loving v. Virginia,4 proceeds with legal
scholars’ analysis of the categories of whiteness and interracial mar-
riage laws, and then continues into an analysis of the complexity of
mixed race identity, seeking to go “beyond” the color line’s white/non-
white divide.  I then introduce and draw upon scholarly discussions
taking place within the rapidly growing and developing field of Criti-
cal Mixed Race Studies before ending with an explanation of the two
primary interventions that this essay, through a focus on dual minor-
ity mixed race activists’ experiences, can provide.

3. The term “dual minority” refers to individuals who identify as having a back-
ground consisting of two or more non-white racial/ethnic identities.  Put differently, the
two primary aspects of a dual minority identity consisting of 1) not identifying as white
and 2) also identifying as being of mixed race.  For further explanation see Joanna L.
Rondilla, Rudy P. Guevarra Jr., and Paul Spickard’s forthcoming book, Red and Yellow,
Black and Brown: Decentering Whiteness in Mixed Race Studies from Rutgers Univer-
sity Press.

4. 388 U.S. 1 (1967).
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The United States Supreme Court’s landmark decision in Loving
v. Virginia outlawed state bans on interracial marriages.5  The Loving
case concerned a white husband, Richard Loving, and an African
American and Native American wife, Mildred Loving.  The couple
married in the District of Columbia, but sought to reside in their home
state of Virginia.6  Since Virginia law at the time outlawed interracial
marriage, the Lovings were prosecuted under the law for violating the
state’s anti-miscegenation statute.7  The Court’s decision in the case,
which overturned Virginia and other states’ bans on interracial mar-
riages, was framed largely in terms of Black and white identity and
the issue of the color line.  The color line demarcated white identity
and privileged it relative to other racial or ethnic “categories”: these
laws largely were meant to keep whites and non-whites separate, and
to preserve and maintain white racial purity.  Moreover, though this
decision has predominantly been framed as pertaining to the exper-
iences of interracial couples and their mixed race children, as legal
scholar Dorothy Roberts has argued, the Loving decision can also be
understood as a Civil Rights decision.8  Viewing the Loving decision as
a Civil Rights decision helps to broaden our analytical lens to include
the full scope and implications of the case.

In the period following the Court’s decision in Loving, as interra-
cial couples and their mixed race children enjoyed greater social ac-
ceptability, mixed race children were raised in an environment where
their parents’ relationships were seen with decreased stigma.  This
shift and the accompanying gradual cultural shift encouraged mixed
race individuals, children of these interracial unions, to seek to learn
more about the circumstances under which their parents and families
were able to come together.  Mixed race people’s desire to learn more
about their legal rights then led to an increase of scholarly inquiry
into the topic.  Legal scholars and historians have since provided ho-
listic and in-depth analyses of the Loving decision and its implications
both in the historical and contemporary periods.  Examples of some of
this path-breaking scholarship on the Loving decision include Rachel
Moran’s Interracial Intimacy: The Regulation of Race and Romance;9
Kevin Noble Maillard and Rose Cuison Villazor’s Loving v. Virginia in
a Post-Racial World: Rethinking Race, Sex and Marriage;10 Randall

5. Loving v. Virginia, 338 U.S. 1, 2 (1967).
6. Loving, 338 U.S. at 2.
7. Id. at 3.
8. Dorothy Roberts, Loving v. Virginia as a Civil Rights Decision, 59 N.Y.L. SCH.

L. REV. 175, 177 (2014/15).
9. RACHEL MORAN, INTERRACIAL INTIMACY: THE REGULATION OF RACE AND RO-

MANCE (2001).
10. KEVIN NOBLE MAILLARD & ROSE CUISON VILLAZOR, LOVING V. VIRGINIA IN A

POST-RACIAL WORLD: RE-THINKING RACE, SEX AND MARRIAGE (2012).
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Kennedy’s Interracial Intimacies: Sex, Marriage, Identity and Adop-
tion;11 and Ariela Gross’s What Blood Won’t Tell: A History of Race on
Trial in America.12  In the past decade, scholars have also sought to
nuance our understanding of the Loving decision by including the dis-
cussion of cases preceding Loving and their implications for the cur-
rent political period such as Robin A. Lenhardt’s article, “Beyond
Analogy: Perez v. Sharp, Antimiscegenation Law and the Fight for
Same Sex Marriage.”13  Similarly, Angela Onwuachi-Willig’s book, Ac-
cording to Our Hearts: Rhinelander v. Rhinelander and the Law of the
Multiracial Family,14 discusses the increasingly complex cases that
centrally concern racial representation, and grapples with how such
identities have found their way into the courtroom.  Dean Kevin John-
son published the first of its kind edited volume on the legal treatment
of interracial marriage and mixed race identity in 2003, Mixed Race
America and the Law: A Reader.15

The focus on the Court’s decision in Loving gave way in the early
1990s to a greater focus on the experiences of mixed race people, in
particular the offspring of interracial marriages.  These efforts also in-
creased the visibility of mixed race activists within the movement to
reform the United States census and to allow mixed race people to
check more than one box.16  While much of the earlier literature con-
cerned the Court’s decision in Loving, focusing on the state’s policing
of access to whiteness, there was then a shift toward exploring the
identities of what have been called “dual minority” mixed race people,
or those individuals who do identify as mixed race, but not as white.
Some key examples of this shift and the types of communities covered
under this label—Punjabi-Mexican, Mexipino, Blaxican, and Chino-
Latino—include Karen Leonard’s book Making Ethnic Choices: Cali-
fornia’s Punjabi Mexican Americans;17 Rudy Guevarra’s book Becom-

11. RANDALL KENNEDY, INTERRACIAL INTIMACIES: SEX, MARRIAGE, IDENTITY AND

ADOPTION (2004).
12. ARIELA JULIE GROSS, WHAT BLOOD WON’T TELL: A HISTORY OF RACE ON TRIAL IN

AMERICA (2008).
13. Robin A. Lenhardt, Beyond Analogy: Perez v. Sharp, Antimiscegenation Law

and the Fight for Same Sex Marriage, 96 CAL. L. REV. 839, 843 (2008).
14. ANGELA ONWUACHI-WILLIG, ACCORDING TO OUR HEARTS: RHINELANDER V.

RHINELANDER AND THE LAW OF THE MULTIRACIAL FAMILY (2013).
15. KEVIN R. JOHNSON, MIXED RACE AMERICA AND THE LAW: A READER (2003).
16. KIMBERLY MCCLAIN DACOSTA, MAKING MULTIRACIALS: STATE, FAMILY AND MAR-

KET IN THE REDRAWING OF THE COLOR LINE (2007); THE RUSSELL SAGE FOUND., THE NEW

RACE QUESTION: HOW THE CENSUS COUNTS MULTIRACIAL INDIVIDUALS (Joel Perlmann &
Mary C. Waters eds. 1997); JON M. SPENCER, THE NEW COLORED PEOPLE: THE MIXED-
RACE MOVEMENT IN AMERICA (1997).

17. KAREN LEONARD, MAKING ETHNIC CHOICES: CALIFORNIA’S PUNJABI-MEXICAN

AMERICANS (1992).
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ing Mexipino: Multiethnic Communities in San Diego;18 Rebecca
Romo’s article “Between Black and Brown: Blaxican (Black-Mexican)
Multiracial Identity in California”;19 and the conclusion in Robert
Chao Romero’s book The Chinese in Mexico, 1882-1940, which advo-
cates for the consideration of a potential field of “Chino-Latino Stud-
ies.”20  These efforts to de-center whiteness as part of the mixed race
studies project recently culminated in the forthcoming publication of
the book, Red and Yellow, Black and Brown: Decentering Whiteness in
Mixed Race Studies.21

This vibrant scholarly discussion of mixed race identity, however,
did not take place in a vacuum, but led to the development of a profes-
sional association, the Critical Mixed Race Studies Association22 and
its flagship journal, the Journal of Critical Mixed Race Studies.
Describing the field and the purpose of the association, founding edi-
tors G. Reginald Daniel, Laura Kina, Wei Ming Dariotis, and Camilla
Fojas explain that the view of research on mixed race identity as con-
stituting its own field or area of inquiry is a recent phenomenon:

Studies of mixed race only recently have been thought of as
encompassing a distinct field of study in the United States.
Many individuals began describing works as being part of the
field of mixed race or multiracial studies, particularly around
2004. At that point, the number of publications on the topic
reached a critical mass, that is, they began to acquire a self-
sustaining viability.23

The multi-disciplinary and trans-disciplinary scholarship comprising
the field of Critical Mixed Race Studies, as the editors of the inaugural
journal volume also explain, represent efforts to examine the topic
with regard to the diverse array of communities whose experiences
are encompassed by umbrella categories such as mixed race and mul-
tiracial. Conversations regarding whose experiences count as part of a
mixed race identity is a topic that is increasingly relevant for mem-
bers of the Loving and post-Loving generation.24

Situated within the field of Critical Mixed Race Studies, this es-
say seeks to make two primary interventions: 1) to examine not only

18. RUDY P. GUEVARRA, BECOMING MEXIPINO: MULTIETHNIC IDENTITIES AND COMMU-

NITIES IN SAN DIEGO (2012).
19. Rebecca Romo, Between Black and Brown: Blaxican (Black-Mexican) Multira-

cial Identity in California, 42 J. BLACK STUD., 3 (2011).
20. ROBERT CHAO ROMERO, THE CHINESE IN MEXICO, 1882-1940 (2012).
21. Spickard et al., supra note 3.
22. For more information about the Association see https://criticalmixedracestud

ies.wordpress.com/.
23. G. Reginald Daniel et al., Emerging Paradigms in Critical Mixed Race Studies,

1 J. CRITICAL MIXED RACE STUD. 1, 8 (2014).
24. Id. at 17-18.
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the social movement activism of mixed race people in the late 1990s
and early 2000s around the revision of the United States census cate-
gories, but also across social movement contexts and 2) to expand
upon the recent shift in Critical Mixed Race Studies literature focus-
ing on “dual minority” mixed race identity to form cross-racial coali-
tions in an era of increased intersectional social movements.

II. EXAMPLES FROM A MIXED RACE INDIVIDUAL’S
PARTICIPATION IN THE CONTEMPORARY IMMIGRANT
RIGHTS MOVEMENT

Two examples from my participation in the contemporary immi-
grant rights movement illustrate the impact of my own dual minority
mixed race identity on my participation in social movement activism
and help illuminate the potential impact for such identities to be pro-
ductively leveraged in activism more broadly.  While these examples
draw from personal experience and are situated within the context of
Asian and Latina/o coalition building in the fight for undocumented
immigrant rights, they point to possibilities that can potentially be
applied in other contexts and begin a discussion that I plan to con-
tinue to examine in future research.

During my time in Chicago working with immigrant rights ac-
tivist organizations, I attended a community meeting on the city’s
northwest side, where we gathered to discuss strategies to combat im-
migration agents’ targeting of local community members for deporta-
tion.  The meeting included monolingual Spanish speaking
undocumented Latina/o elders and bi-lingual Latina/o undocumented
young adults.  The meeting was held in Spanish, rather than in En-
glish, acknowledging the needs of the elders in attendance, needs that
even in organizing spaces are not necessarily privileged above those of
other participants.

Anna, a self-identified Filipina undocumented immigrant orga-
nizer, was also present at the meeting and we both sat on the same
side of the room, only a few spots over from one another.  At the begin-
ning of the meeting, Anna listened intently and looked actively en-
gaged in the conversation.  However, after half an hour had passed,
Anna leaned over to me and asked for clarification regarding some of
the words being used.  Tagalog, Anna’s native language, shared some
words with Spanish, partially the result of Spain’s colonization of the
Philippines, and she had used this overlapping vocabulary to make
sense of the early parts of the conversation.  Yet, some of the words
used did not overlap or translate as fluidly and so I began translating,
sentence by sentence, the conversation for Anna.  While translating, I
made sure to whisper so as not to disturb the flow of the conversation.
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Following twenty minutes of translating for Anna, feeling bad for
making it so that I was not able to fully participate in the discussion
myself, she changed her mind and told me that it was alright if I did
not want to do it anymore.

Despite understanding what Anna meant by not wanting to in-
convenience me with the translation of the conversation, I saw it as
critical that she, as an undocumented immigrant organizer herself,
was also able to participate in the conversation if that was what she
desired.  Language barriers were something that surfaced repeatedly
in my own research on coalition building among undocumented Asian
and Latina/o activists nationally.  Being both Asian and Latina/o my-
self, and bilingual in English and Spanish, I saw my role as a mixed
race ally in that space as helping when needed and called upon.  The
opportunity to translate for Anna was something I welcomed and ac-
tually enjoyed.  At the same time, I felt her frustration of wanting to
participate in the dialogue on her own; to be able to speak with and
collaborate directly with her fellow undocumented community mem-
bers without the assistance of a translator.  The process of bridging
two cultures—whether through language, cultural traditions, or histo-
ries of migration—was an important but also challenging aspect of
movement organizing.

Moreover, as a bilingual and multiracial person, I had the cul-
tural background and linguistic ability to help facilitate this conversa-
tion around undocumented immigrant activism and organizing that
was taking place.  I was also, however, very much aware of my own
positionality as a United States citizen and someone who, while the
child of immigrant and refugee parents, am also someone who is not
directly affected by the issues around which organizing was taking
place.  Navigating this role of bridge-building as an ally illuminated
for me the potential benefits of mixed race people’s participation in
movement building efforts, but also the limitations of such participa-
tion.  Respect for elders’ contributions and a shared bond as undocu-
mented people were both ways that Anna as a Filipina undocumented
immigrant could relate to others in the space without any assistance.
Also, my assistance translating from Spanish to English was not nec-
essarily tied to my identity as a Latina/o.  But my identity as an
Asian/Latino individual and ally of undocumented immigrant activists
offered an important and unique opportunity to productively leverage
my experience to come alongside these organizing efforts.

During another occasion during my time in Chicago I was as-
signed the position of “caretaker” for an action carried out at an immi-
grant detention center just outside the city.  As part of this action,
undocumented Asian and Latina/o organizers blocked the exit for
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buses filled with individuals being brought to immigration court and
later that afternoon, to Chicago-O’Hare airport to be deported from
the United States.  As one of the designated “caretakers” for the
group, I was assigned to assist Anna.  The caretaker role entailed com-
municating with the activist’s family after he or she was arrested for
his or her participation in the civil disobedience.  After their arrest
and processing at the local jail, the expectation was that the or-
ganizers would be released, most likely later that afternoon.  Yet just
in case, we also made plans to notify families and significant others if
the activists were to be held overnight or if there were any complica-
tions with people being released.  At times, complications arose for in-
dividuals who had been arrested in similar acts of civil disobedience or
who had an open immigration court case.  Given that Anna had at this
point not yet shared the news of her participation in undocumented
immigrant-led organizing spaces with her parents, it was Anna’s sis-
ter who was listed as the contact person.

The morning of the action, Anna and I touched base about what
she would want me to share with her sister if she were held overnight
or if she were to be placed in deportation proceedings for her participa-
tion in this action.  Though this ultimately did not occur, heeding the
advice of the attorneys who advised the organization, we discussed a
plan of what I would say if this were to happen.  I knew that Anna’s
reason for taking part in this action was to make a statement and to
show that all undocumented individuals—Asian or Latina/o—deserve
to be treated fairly and justly.  In our conversations, however, my
identity as a mixed race Asian/Latino person was invoked: Anna felt I
would be well-situated to speak with her family and to break the news
to them if there were greater issues that came into play as a result of
the civil disobedience action.  Being able to serve as an ally in this
action and to participate in outreach to members of the Asian Ameri-
can community given my self-identification as an Asian/Latino person
was empowering for me and demonstrated the relevance of my bi-cul-
tural and mixed race identity.  While scholarly attention has focused
on cross-racial understanding and the convergence of efforts by com-
munities who experience parallel and overlapping forms of marginal-
ization, I have personally seen the impact of activists who, by virtue of
their own lived experiences, identify as part of both communities.
This example and the one previously point to the initial potential ben-
efits of these efforts.

Later that morning during the action, a reporter approached
Anna and me while I helped shield Anna from the sun and ended up
wiping a tear off her cheek.  Anna was crying because of the strong
emotions she felt in that moment, but did not have access to her hands
as she was tied, due to the use of a lock box device, to her fellow
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protesters to make it more difficult for police to remove them from
blocking the bus exit at the detention center.  After photographing the
image, the reporter asked me if Anna spoke Spanish and about her
racial/ethnic background.  I relayed the information to Anna, whisper-
ing the message in her ear amidst the chanting going on with the arri-
val of the local police and the crowd of reporters taking photographs of
the action.  She ended up doing a brief interview with the local Span-
ish news media with some translation assistance and I told the re-
porter that in fact she was Filipina, an undocumented Filipina
protesting alongside her fellow undocumented peers.  During the in-
terview, Anna explained that she was protesting the mistreatment of
immigrant peoples in detention and through the deportation process,
which was separating families and unjustly criminalizing undocu-
mented people for simply living their lives.

While we are in an increasingly restrictive political climate, the
issue of immigrant rights is a concern for many groups including indi-
viduals from many different racial, class, and religious backgrounds.
The movement’s push to represent points of view from both Asian and
Latina/o immigrant perspectives points to the fact that there is a role
for many mixed race people to play, including dual minority mixed
race individuals like myself.  Though it is important for mixed race
individuals to take part in activism related to the experience of their
unique racial heritage and mixture, such as the need for census repre-
sentation or the need for bone marrow donors to help treat genetic
diseases, exploring the potential for cross-racial coalition building is
an important area of need and one in which mixed race activists can
play a promising, productive role.

III. CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

Looking at the issues that have arisen and will most likely con-
tinue to surface in the coming decades, a multiracial coalitional ap-
proach to organizing is critical.  More specifically, as the need to
cultivate cross-racial and ethnic coalitions becomes ever more rele-
vant, understanding the potential of mixed-race activists’ participa-
tion in social movement activism will be especially telling.  Mixed race
people, given their identities as both white-nonwhite or dual minority,
are themselves people of color.  Mixed race people’s interests flow
across communities of color, at times including that of two or more
communities of color.  Therefore, their membership in multiple racial
and ethnic groups, as this essay has argued, allows for their cultiva-
tions of a unique form of coalition and solidarity building.

As this essay discusses, the untapped potential of mixed race peo-
ple’s participation in contemporary and future social movements en-
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courages a productive re-thinking of the possibilities for coalition
building across various movement contexts.  While earlier discussions
of mixed race people’s identities focused largely on their impact of
whiteness on their “non-white” identities, the utilization of a dual mi-
nority framework allows for a re-consideration of the role of whiteness
and white racial privilege in the construction of a mixed race identity.
Doing so makes way for a discussion of communities of color’s subjec-
tion to parallel forms of genocide, colonization, and state sanctioned
violence.  These overlapping forms of oppression have then led to situ-
ations in which multiple communities of color occupy similar social
and political spheres, resulting in intermarriage and subsequently,
the formation of interracial family units.  Such bonds and family con-
figurations assist in the development of a united community with a
shared history.  And while dual minority mixed race people may not
identify as “partially white,” whiteness as a racial category remains
an important feature of how the United States’s racial hierarchy is
configured, affecting how communities of color are positioned within
the hierarchy and in relationship to one another.

Bridge building and the blurring of racial and ethnic boundaries
in the contemporary political moment have proven especially useful in
combating state violence and hostile racial and xenophobic climates.
In the Black Live Matter movements for instance, attention has been
drawn to the experiences of Afro-Latina/o people and their experiences
as phenotypically Black, but culturally Latina/o, and the impact this
has on how people are viewed, as immigrants, or at times, mistaken
for being African American.  Within the movement to halt the con-
struction of the Dakota Access Pipeline, #NoDAPL activists have simi-
larly emphasized the sovereignty of Native land and communities,
upon which the federal government is seeking to not only infringe
upon Indigenous Nations’ sovereignty and territory, but also the arti-
ficial nature of national borders, which cut through Native communi-
ties’ tribal lands and territories.  In the contemporary immigrant
rights movement, activists in the #Not1More Deportation campaign
have also worked to broaden their understanding of who is undocu-
mented, pointing out the fact that undocumented status is an issue
affecting Asian, Black, and Latina/o people as well as an issue that is
closely linked to the increased criminalization of Muslim people in the
United States and in the global context.
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