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Foreword

Founded in 1878, Creighton University was the realization of a dream of 

Edward Creighton to provide an education for the children of Omaha's settlers in 

a morally rich climate. In 1879, Omaha's Bishop James O'Connor asked the Society 

of Jesus to take responsibility for the growth and development of Creighton 

University. This new Catholic and Jesuit institution of higher education became one 

of the now 28 Jesuit institutions of higher education in the United States.

Edward Creighton's dream was enlarged and strengthened when his brother, 

John, founded the Creighton College of Medicine in 1892, the first professional 

school of the fledgling University. Since that time, many things have changed, but 

one thing that has always remained the same has been the goal of the Creighton 
School of Medicine to educate competent, caring physicians in the Jesuit tradition. 

It is a goal that has been admirably met by the School of Medicine in its 100 years of 

existence. The true measure of the success of any educational institution is its 

graduates, and the Creighton School of Medicine, as evidenced by its 5,996 physician 

graduates, has been a success.
The School of Medicine has always been an integral component of Creighton 

University. We in the Creighton community are justifiably proud of the achieve

ments and progress made by our medical colleagues. Their long tradition of 

innovation and educational excellence reflects honorably on Creighton, whose 
education forms men and women to be leaders in their professions and of service to 

society. I am confident that the future holds even greater promise. It is with great 

pride that I salute the achievements of the 100 years of the School of Medicine, and 

join in celebrating its Centennial Anniversary. Congratulations from the entire 
Creighton family.

Michael G. Morrison, S.J. 
President
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Foreword

Institutions, like individuals, are born, develop during a period of youth, and 
mature. Unlike individuals, institutions may continue to grow and improve rather 
than decline and die. This has certainly been true of Creighton University and its 
School of Medicine during its first one hundred years.

Begun on the initiative and with the support of John A. Creighton in 1892, the 
year after Creighton awarded its first bachelors degrees, the School of Medicine 
passed through its turbulent youth and matured, weathered the financial vicissi
tudes of the great Depression of the 1930's, and continued to grow and improve to 
the present.

During the past one hundred years, medical practice and medical education 
have undergone enormous changes brought about by advances in science and 
technology; by expectations of higher- quality, more effective medical care; and by 
higher standards for accreditation. These changes, some of which Creighton 
originated or contributed to, are part of the evolution of the Creighton University 
School of Medicine.

In 1892 Omaha was a frontier town. Less than 40 years old, it had grown 
rapidly, and the entrepreneurial spirit of the frontier was much in evidence. By 1892 
medical education had had a short and tumultuous history in Nebraska. When John 
Creighton simultaneously built and endowed a new St. Joseph Hospital and the 
John A. Creighton Medical College, he established the first university-based medi
cal school in the region and introduced a stable institutional commitment to medical 
education that has persisted to our time.

Creighton and St. Joseph have, during their one-hundred year partnership, 
made many contributions to the health care and health professions education in the 
region and the nation. If John Creighton had not responded to the urgings of the 
several physicians with a vision of a university-based medical school in Omaha, the 
history of health care and education in this region would have been very different 
and much poorer. Unlike many schools established in the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries, the history of Creighton's medical school has been continuous. 
Its success was followed by the establishment in 1905 of the schools of dentistry and 
pharmacy and in 1928 the bachelors degree in nursing.

During its one hundred years, Creighton's medical school has enjoyed the 
leadership of a number of remarkable people and has been responsible for many 
regional and national firsts and new developments in practice and education.

Though incomplete, the following is a sampling of advances and innovations 
introduced at Creighton:

The first four-year medical school in the west;

The first X-Ray image made in Omaha, within a year after Roentgen's 
discovery;

An early requirement (1908) of two years liberal arts education for 
admission to medical school -  later withdrawn because some in the 
Association of American Medical Colleges thought it too 
revolutionary;
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Numerous innovations in medical school curriculum and teaching 
methods;

Advances in nutrition research resulting from studies in fat and 
vitamin metabolism by Professor Victor Levine;

Specialty clinics in cancer during the 1930's, far in advance of most 
medical schools;

Major contributions by Charles Wilhelmj in gastrointestinal 
physiology and the study of the etiology and pathogenesis of 
hypertension;

One of the earliest air ambulance systems in the United States;

The first invasive cardiology laboratory in Omaha -  mid 1950's; a 
major program of cardiology, directed by Richard Booth -1961;

A laboratory for the study of bone metabolism and osteoporosis by 
Dr. Robert Heaney -  late 1950's, which became one of the world's 
most productive multidisciplinary hard tissue research programs;

Major advances by Dr. Donal Magee, Chairman of Physiology, in 
knowledge of neurohormonal control of gastrointestinal secretions;

A world-renowned research program in hereditary cancer, 
established in 1968 by Dr. Henry Lynch;

A Department of medical microbiology integrating basic and clinical 
research, education and patient care, established by Dr. W. Eugene 
Sanders in 1971;

Creighton's leadership continues to the present with the establishment of 
programs in positron emission tomography, hypertension research, allergy and 
clinical immunology, regulatory peptides and their receptors, and other important 
areas of medical science.

In addition many Creighton alumni have earned distinction in academic 
medicine, public and military service, and in service to the profession. The winners 
of the School of Medicine Alumni Merit Award are an impressive array of leaders 
of American medicine from the past to the present.

However, although distinguished leaders and achievements in science and 
technology bestow renown upon a medical school and enhance its reputation, the 
most important measures of its success are the nature and quality of its graduates 
-  the men and women who daily serve the needs of patients with compassion, 
knowledge and skill. These practitioners are the great majority of any medical 
school's graduates. How they provide care and maintain their knowledge and 
skills, how they alleviate suffering and assist patients to deal with suffering -  these 
are the most important criteria for judging a medical school's success.
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Creighton's record in this regard is clear evidence of success. Its graduates 
have been exceptional in their commitment to serving their patients with excellent 
and compassionate care.

Since its beginning, the Creighton University School of Medicine has strived 
to instill a sense of responsibility and service to others. This goal has been explicitly 
stated in the words of its founders, faculty and leaders, and throughout its history 
it has remained committed to serving the poor and under-served. Creighton has 
continuously conducted clinics for the poor of Omaha and has reached out to the 
campesinos of the Dominican Republic and to refugees in southeast Asia. Students 
and faculty give time and effort to the homeless and to clinics serving minorities in 
areas with too few health providers. In these and many other ways Creighton 
continues to assist the under-privileged and needy.

The School of Medicine has also long responded to the need for medical 
education for those subject to discrimination by our society and its institutions. 
From its beginning it has accepted women and minorities who were denied 
admission to other schools of medicine.

John A. Creighton and his family would be proud of the School of Medicine he 
founded. By educating thousands of compassionate physicians, it has carried 
forward and extended the commitments to charity so characteristic of John, his 
brother Edward, and their wives Sarah Emily and Mary Lucretia. This proud history 
is celebrated during this, its centennial year, and commemorated by this book. 
Those of us privileged to have inherited the accomplishments of our school's 
founders and our predecessors have a heavy obligation to carry forward their spirit 
of commitment to excellence and to service.

We will do our best!

Dr. Richard L. O'Brien 
30 August 1991

vii



Foreword

Acknowledgments

In any undertaking of this magnitude, there are many people whose assistance 
is invaluable to making the finished history a reality. The authors wish to extend 
sincere gratitude to the following individuals and organizations. The history of the 
Creighton University School of Medicine could not have been told without their 
help, expertise, guidance, encouragement and sharing of memories or materials.

-  To the Archives, the Reinert Memorial Library and the Health Sciences 
Library of Creighton University for the generous use of their materials and for 
assistance by their staffs. Marjorie Wannarka, Rev. Richard C. Harrington, S.J., and 
the late Rev. Roland J. Reichmuth, S.J., were especially helpful.

-  To Julie McPhillips, Nikki Beck and Kristin Morse, Creighton University 
student employees, who patiently made the many changes, corrections and photo
copies necessary to ready the manuscript for printing.

-  To the many individuals who shared their memories and reflections in 
interviews, thereby making history come alive with first-hand accounts.

-  To the many sources of the photographs used in this book, including Tom 
Connolly of the Creighton Public Relations Department; the many medical gradu
ates or their spouses who shared personal photographs; Donna McCullough, 
representing the St. Joseph Hospital Historical Society; and Ken Longe, representing 
the Union Pacific Railroad Historical Museum.

-  To Dr. Joseph Holthaus and Dr. Richard O'Brien, who reviewed segments 
of the manuscript for form and historical accuracy.

-  To Laurine Blankenau, who provided valuable editorial services.

-  To the staff of the Creighton University Biomedical Communications 
Department who provided guidance, friendship and support. The Department's 
expertise and professionalism in graphic art, design and layout, photography, 
typesetting and printing coordination were elemental in a quality finished product.

-  To Mr. Leon G. "Benny" Benschoter, for being a consistent source of help 
and encouragement. Mr. Benschoter assumed the too-often thankless role of 
unofficially "shepherding" this project, providing assistance in a multitude of areas, 
large and small, and proving to be our most valuable ally. His ready smile, constant 
support and unfailing optimism were as helpful as his day-to-day assistance in 
practical matters and the "cutting of red tape". His role was a large one.

viii



School Of Medicine

Highlights And Significant Dates For The 
Creighton University School of Medicine

The following dates are meaningful ones in the history of the Creighton 
University School of Medicine. In many instances only a month and year are given 
or even, in some cases, a year alone. This is because either a more exact time frame 
is not known, or the event indicated was ongoing over a period of time. They do not 
include academic or administrative appointments since many of these are discussed 
elsewhere and a complete compilation would be too lengthy.

September 24,1870 Sisters of Mercy open St. Joseph's Mercy Hospital at 
12th & Mason

November 5,1874 Edward Creighton dies
January 23,1876 Mary Lucretia Creighton dies
September 2,1878 Creighton University opens
April 17,1880 Sisters of St. Francis Seraph assume control of hospital 

and it becomes simply "St. Joseph's"
September 1882 Addition to St. Joseph's Hospital completed
September 30,1888 Sarah Emily Creighton dies
May 30,1892 Creighton University Board of Trustees creates The 

John A. Creighton Medical College
June 13,1892 Creighton Memorial St. Joseph's Hospital opens at 10th 

& Castelar
September 27,1892 First session of The John A. Creighton Medical College 

begins
1894 Four year curriculum first required for graduation from 

Medical College
February 12,1896 Creighton Chemistry/Toxicology Professor produces 

the first X-Ray in Omaha
September 28,1897 Medical Building at 14th & Davenport opens
September 1,1898 Surgical Section addition to St. Joseph's Hospital opens
1907 College of Pharmacy Building added at 14th & Davenport
February 7,1907 Count Creighton dies
1909 John A. Creighton Medical College becomes the 

Creighton University College of Medicine
April, 1909 Flexner visits Creighton
1910 North Lab Building completed
June 21,1911 New wing of St. Joseph's dedicated
1914 Clinical Lab addition to St. Joseph's
January 1914 One-year college entrance requirement
1916 Clinical clerkships established
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1917

February 1917

1918
January 1,1918 

April 1918

October 21,1918 

December 8,1918

1919

1922

1923 

1923

1925

1926

1928
January 1929

May 1,1929

1929

October 1930 

1931
December 22,1932 

January 1934 

Fall 1939

September 1940 
November 1940

November 19,1940 

July 1942

1943

April 12,1943

March 21,1945 
September 1945 

December 19,1945

Creighton College of Medicine receives Class "A" rating 

Student Army Training Corps mandatory at Creighton 

OB Department opens at St. Joseph's 

Two-years college entrance requirement
College of Medicine recognized by Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons

College of Medicine closed in response to flu epidemic

S.A.T.C. disbanded at Creighton
Outpatient Department established at St. Joseph's

Creighton 55th General Hospital begins

St. Joseph's Student Nurses' Residence opens

St. Joseph's Neuropsychiatry Annex opens

Annual Retreat established for medical students

Creighton College of Medicine becomes the Creighton 
University School of Medicine

Addition to St. Joseph's Hospital

St. Catherine's Hospital becomes clinical site for the 
School of Medicine
Separate Union Pacific Department opens at St. Joseph's

B.S. in Medicine is first offered

Golden Jubilee of Sisters of St. Francis

St. Joseph's Cancer Clinic established

Omaha Mid-West Clinical Society founded

Tumor Clinic established at St. Joseph's

Addition behind South Building at 14th & Davenport 
opens
Three-year college entrance requirement
The Bulletin of the Creighton University School of Medicine 
begins publication

St. Joseph's opens first blood bank in Nebraska

"9-9-9" Program begins year-round Medical School 
classes
Army Student Training Program and V-12 Program 
instituted

Sister Kenney Treatment Center for Poliomyelitis opens 
at St. Joseph's
S.S. Creighton Victory christened
St. Joseph's celebrates 75th anniversary

V-12 Program ends

2
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March 14,1946 

May 16,1947 

September 17,1948

October 1949 

1951

March 1953 

April 1953 

April 1953 

April 1957

April 1959 

June 1960 

1961 

1961
June 5,1962 

1963

August 1963 

October 1963

September 24,1964

September 1965 

Summer 1966 

October 29-30,1966 
1967

October 1967 

September 1968 

March 21,1969 

March 31,1969 
April 1969

September 1969 

May 1970 

November 1970 

April 1971

ASTP demobilized

St. Joseph's televises cancer surgery

Groundbreaking for Our Lady of Victory Psychiatric 
Unit

First Assistant Dean appointed 

Our Lady of Victory opens

School of Medicine gets its own TV show, To Your Health 

Creighton University celebrates its Diamond Jubilee 

Polio Rehabilitation Center established at St. Joseph's

Creighton chapter of Alpha Omega Alpha Medical 
Honor Society is chartered

First Spring Post-Graduate Medical Assembly 

Medical Library moves to 1401 Davenport 

Creighton Cardiac Center founded 

St. Luke's Chapel established in Medical School

Groundbreaking for Criss I Research Building on Creigh
ton campus

Carl W. Renstrom Heart Research Unit built at St. Joseph's 

Criss I occupied

Phone transmission and interpretation of electrocardio
grams begins

Groundbreaking for Criss II Health Sciences Classroom 
Building on Creighton campus

First Associate Dean appointed 

Medical Library moves to Criss II 

Dedication of Criss I and II 

School of Medicine celebrates 75th Anniversary 

Student newspaper, The Beat, first published 

North Building of old Medical School razed 

Medical Clinic, 14th & Davenport, closes 

Medical Clinic moves to 9th & Forest Avenue
North Central Association of Colleges & Secondary 
Schools accredits 4 Creighton Ph.D. programs in School 
of Medicine

Razing completed of 14th & Davenport Medical Complex 

Position of Vice President for Health Sciences created 

Student newspaper, Arrhythmia, begins publication

Creighton-Nebraska Universities Health Foundation 
formed

3
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May 1971 

December 29,1972 

June 1,1973 

October 18,1973 

1974

July 17,1974 

August 1974 

October 25,1975 

1976

March 1976 

Summer 1977

December 11,1977 
January 13,1978 

October 5,1978 

June 1979 
February 1980 

1982

November 19,1984

1985

May 1985

1986

1987

1987

1988

1989

May 10,1990 
October 28,1990

Regional Health Care Corporation established (later 
Creighton Omaha Regional Health Care Corporation)
Sisters of St. Francis transfer St. Joseph ownership to 
Creighton Omaha Regional Health Care Corporation

Dr. Harry N. and Maude Boyne School of Dentistry 
opens
Groundbreaking for Criss III Health Sciences Building 
on Creighton campus
Wyoming contract program begins
Groundbreaking for new St. Joseph Hospital on North 
30th Street
Groundbreaking for Boys Town Institute (later Boys 
Town National Research Hospital)
Groundbreaking for Bio-Information Center adjacent to 
Dental School
Paramedic Training Program begins, the first in Nebraska 

Criss III occupied
Creighton Health Science students first involved in 
ILAC
New St. Joseph Hospital officially opens 

Bio-Information Center dedicated 

Formal dedication of Boys Town Institute 
Life Flight helicopter ambulance service instituted 

Health Science News begins publication

St. Joseph becomes state-appointed Level One trauma 
center
St. Joseph Hospital is purchased by AMI
Cancer Center, Center for Diabetes Treatment and 
Research and Center for Healthy Aging established

Med Search (health care information and physician 
referral service) begins at St. Joseph
Center for Hard Tissue Research, Perinatal Center and 
Center for Health Policy and Ethics established

Mobile MRI Scanner begins operation

Drug Information and Pharmacocybernetics relocated 
to Bio-Information Center
Midwest Hypertension Center established 

PET Center for Metabolic Imaging dedicated 

First heart transplant at St. Joseph
60-bed Adult Pavilion at St. Joseph Center for Mental 
Health dedicated

4
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Early Nebraska Medicine

Health Conditions

When Nebraska became a territory in 1858, the American frontier was not a 
healthy place to live. Conditions, for the most part, were primitive. All but the most 
well-to-do lived in dugouts, in houses constructed of sod or logs, or in flimsy 
wooden shacks lacking even the simplest of amenities. Usually crowded, they were 
also cold, with the only heat from sooty stoves or dirty open fireplaces. Light was 
supplied by kerosene and candles, making them dark and shadowy. Because proper 
ventilation was often lacking, they most likely smelled from kerosene and greasy 
cooking odors.

The average frontier diet was heavy on greasy fried foods and short on fresh 
fruits and vegetables out of season since easy transportation was not available. 
Without refrigeration, milk quickly soured, meat spoiled. Water supplies were 
frequently contaminated.

Other problems existed. Clothing 
for most people was scanty, ill-fitting, 
worn or torn—not to mention dirty, 
stained and stinking. Sanitation meth
ods were not practiced since their value 
was just beginning to be appreciated 
during the 1880's and '90s. 
Transportation was by horse or horse- 
drawn carriage, and because horses can
not be trained otherwise, they deposited 
their waste wherever they might be. With 
no indoor plumbing, people made do

Ox carts, northeast corner of 14th & Douglas in Omaha, I860. Ready to move with Unscreened outdoor privies.
West. (Courtesy Union Pacific E. R. Museum Collection.) C l o t h e s  w e r e  w a s h e d /  w h a t  U tt le  t h e y

were washed, either by hand in streams 
(the same streams people bathed in or drank from) or in primitive mechanical 
contraptions used as washing machines. Garbage was disposed of haphazardly, 
sometimes out the back door. As can be imagined, flies and other insect populations 
flourished.

Another health problem in towns of any size were the saloons and houses of 
ill-repute. Because communities had little to offer for entertainment, enterprising 
souls found a ready market for drinking, gambling and "consorting with ladies of 
the evening". Saloons and bawdy houses provided meeting places, at least for the 
male segment of the population, but also helped produce the town drunk, angry 
shoot outs and a reservoir of venereal disease.

Needless to say, these conditions greatly facilitated the spread of disease on the 
American frontier. There were outbreaks of everything from cholera to diphtheria 
to typhus, and much else great and small, for many of which the population couldn't 
supply the names. Some of these outbreaks turned into raging epidemics. For all 
but a few, the frontier was a health hazard.

The city of Omaha during this period remained relatively and surprisingly 
healthy. While certainly not immune to the natural consequences of its unsound 
health practices, it did escape the more dire outcomes. Historian Michael Harkins 
was quoted as saying:

5
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14th Street in Omaha, between Farnam and Douglas, in 1862. The company is still 
around. (Courtesy Union Pacific R. R. Museum Collection.)

Throughout the first 40 years of Omaha's checkered health history, 
it miraculously remained one of the healthiest cities in the United 
States. The impression first gained from reading local newspapers 
and periodicals of the late 19th century is that the community 
suffered massively from major health nuisances. However, in 
relation to other metropolitan areas...Omaha's annoyances were 
mild.1

Several mild epidemics did occur: cholera in 1868; measles and scarlet fever 
in 1872; in 1875 a diphtheria outbreak; an 1882 smallpox episode; other smallpox and 
typhoid outbreaks in the 1880's.2 But there were not the full-fledged epidemics of 
other unfortunate cities.

Omaha's incredible luck was cer
tainly not due to any superior health 
practices on its part. Many sources of the 
period emphasize the extreme muddi
ness of its streets when it rained. Because 
of the thickness and pervasiveness of the 
mud most streets became impassable.
This is not the picture of a clean, healthy 
city. John G. Saxe was quoted as saying 
of Omaha in bygone days,

'Has't ever been to Omaha 
Where rolls the dark Missouri down, 
Where six strong horses scarce can pull 
An empty wagon through the town?3

1871, looking east on Farnam Street. Plenty of mud. (Courtesy Union Pacific R

Sanitation laws were few and late R' Museum ollechon) 
in coming. City garbage collection was not instituted until the 1890's, and it took 
about 50 city ordinances between 1881 and 1901 to outlaw indiscriminate garbage 
dumping in streets. It wasn't until September 1881 that Omaha obtained the 
beginnings of a water and sewer system, and not until the 1890's was there

6
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widespread hookup to sewer connections. Many ordinances had been passed 
attempting to keep holes from being cut into the backs of privies to allow waste to 
run out into streets and alleys, but it wasn't until 1945 that privies were actually

outlawed within the city limits. Many 
ordinances restricting houses of prosti
tution were also passed, but in 1880 there 
were about 17 such houses, and by 1900 
the number had increased to at least 50.4 
Although it may have had fewer than 
other communities, Omaha had a con
siderable share of health problems in the 
last half of the 19th century.

Medicine on the Frontier

Central Block, Downtown Omaha, 1868. (Courtesy Union Pacific R. R. Museum 
Collection.)

To quote one historian, "If the Old 
West offered a fertile field of endeavour 
for any profession, medicine was it."5 
The need was great, yet medical knowl
edge was limited. Things taken for 
granted today were unthought of on the 
frontier. Many period pictures are avail
able of surgeons hovering over operat

ing tables, fully- bearded, street-clothed, with cigars hanging from the lips of some 
and surgical needles and sutures dangling from coat la
pels. This clearly demonstrates little or no knowledge (or 
certainly no acceptance) of antiseptic surgery. Discoveries 
in research were fewer then, and most medical advances 
took a long time to filter down to the frontier practitioner.
The germ theory was not general medical knowledge 
before the 1880's. Indeed, hands and instruments were 
washed after an operation, not before. Understanding of 
bodily functions was rudimentary. There were few effec
tive medications other than digitalis and purgatives. Knowl
edge of pathology was limited because of widespread 
superstition and religious prejudice against using cadav
ers for study purposes, forcing a truly dedicated frontier 
anatomist into the grave-robbing business.

The medical profession itself was in disarray. Vari
ous categories of "sects" practiced medicine. Among them 
were the regulars, also known as orthodox or allopaths,
(the latter an ill-defined term encompassing those who had 
received a more traditional medical training and believed
in the theory that specific diseases had specific causes and Physician's advertisement, 

cures). These were the conventional doctors. 2, 1892.

7
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Competing in the medical arena were homeopaths, 
who believed that like cured like, in small doses; hydropaths, 
who believed in water therapy; Thompsonians, who built 
a theory around the use of natural herbs and botanical 
preparations; osteopaths, who rejected medicines and drug 
preparations, but rather emphasized joint massage and 
manipulations; and eclectics, who combined a little from 
this theory and a little from that. The regulars tended to 
label anyone other than themselves as quacks, although 
some of these sects were fairly legitimate, at least in intent, 
as were the regulars, having their own schools and eventu
ally some regulatory societies.

Still other forms of medicine were practiced on the 
frontier. Granny medicine, a blend of folklore, supersti
tion, Indian medicines and instinct, was quite common.
This embodied self-diagnosis, or diagnosis by an older, 
respected member of the extended family or the commu
nity. It dealt with preventive medicine as well as specific 
cures. For example, it was thought that boiled pumpkin 
seed tea could cure stomach worms, or that drinking the 
hot blood of a chicken could cure shingles. Likewise, 
carrying onions in one's pocket could prevent smallpox 

and two tablespoons of India ink 
taken periodically could eliminate 
tapeworms.6

Plants of all types were used as cures for one or 
another ailment. A source lists some:

A housewife's kitchen was not complete 
w ithout oak of jerusalem , hyssop, 
lavender, purple aster and bluet, thyme, 
rue, and sweet bugle. The names of 
several others reveal their use—feverfew, 
fleabane, boneset. To spice up the brew, 
agents were added for their disgusting 
taste and sickening color: yellow poplar, 
sumac, tansy, pokeberry, jimson weed, 
red peppers, and dogwood. And, of course 
no concoction was complete without at 
least one of the panaceas, sassafras oil or 
goose fat. If for no other purpose, these 
plants doubtless added vitamins to an 
otherwise deficient winter diet.7

v m u n u  L s u n u  i n c t n i H f  i o o i . -  » j  . ,  . 1 *n

Cures everything? The same source notes, however, that despite the silly
sounding nature of some of these "cures," the pioneers did 

indeed stumble onto some bona fide drugs. Some 60 plant remedies used by early 
pioneers were listed in the U.S. Pharmacopoeia and included abortificients, soporif
ics, cathartics and emetics, which the frontiersmen colorfully called "pukes".8
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Chapter I

Necessity, with trial and error, had actually led to some 
effective drugs.

Also practicing on the frontier were many out and out 
fakes. Faith healers, medicine-show artists and purveyors 
of patent medicines proliferated on the frontier. Their 
claims, methods, and medications came in all shapes and 
varieties, from the fairly reasonable to the utterly fantastic. 
As one medical historian notes:

The third quarter of the nineteenth century 
saw virtual chaos in medical practice. New 
sects sprang up like weeds; the regulars 
continued undaunted and new medical 
schools to train them sprang up like weeds 
too. There were true quacks everywhere, 
within each discipline and outside them 
all; there were no quality controls even 
over the regulars.9

Regular medicine, as practiced in the mid-19th cen
tury, would be almost unbelievable to the American 20th 
century mentality. When illness or mishap struck, most 
pioneers tried home remedies first, mostly of the granny 
medicine variety, even when a physician of some sort 

might be readily available. This happened for two reasons. First, the harsh 
economic conditions caused any kind of payment to a doctor to be a hardship. 
Secondly, quite often the patient did himself less harm than did the doctor.

This was the age of heroic medicine, so named not because of the heroism of 
the doctors involved, but because of the extreme measures often taken and the 
tremendous courage of the patients submitting to the medical treatments. Heroic 
medicine seemed to be based on the belief that sickness was caused by a buildup of 
poisons and other undesirable elements within the patient's system. The solution? 
Some very harsh remedies to rid the system of these infiltrators.

Still a favorite medical procedure of the time, inherited from centuries of 
medical opinion and practice, was bleeding. Citing Dr. Anthony A. Benezet, a well- 
respected medical author of the mid-1800's, one source says that "Bleeding, accord
ing to Benezet, was considered proper at the beginning of all inflammatory fevers, 
inflammation of the lungs, intestines, bladder, stomach, kidneys, throat and eyes, 
and good for coughs, headaches, rheumatism, apoplexy, and epilepsy." Bleeding 
was considered the best way to rid the body of "bad humors" or "bad blood" so it 
was used extensively for almost everything. When in doubt, bleed the patient.

Some variation existed in amounts and frequencies of bleeding. Ten to fifty or 
more ounces at a time seemed right. Frequency varied from patient to patient, 
depending on how long and how many bleedings it took for the patient to achieve 
the proper state of debilitation and near collapse. One Indianapolis doctor report
edly had to have a trough built from the window of his office to relay his patient's 
blood to the street.10

tin t I M* falfomng Oittnns
Uoad, TbroN, and lawgB: Db» 

um vyvftiHt Kor.ttissod Apoplexy, amt* 
Uw r Cto»pW«.cKkSo#y Oomptelot,

u s  D eb ility , M e n ta l D tp r o a *  
U n  o f  M a n h e o d , S e m in a l  

n o s e . Dlxbctw. Dkeaeo.ntVUw' 
(iu w m U n, f'wlyd*. wbllo Swelling,

f tw r  sort*. O a n o e r e , T u m o rs  
. . . » . l e t u l a  In  a n a  rem o v e d  w ith o u t  
t h e  k n i t *  o r  d r a w ln c  a  d ro p  of 
b lo o d . Wor»»o with bar 4**fe*N arr*t» to  
m« wH o bmlth. Dropsy eared wtttwmt t*ppteg. 
S p o o l e l A tte n tio n  g iv e n  to  p r iv a te  
e n d  V e n e r e a l  O le e a a o *  o f  a l l  k in d * . 
«S O  i o * s o o ft« * 1 ,fo ," ,r  V e n e r e a l  O le* 
e a s e  I emnol ear* w ith o u t  m e r o u r y , 
T»p» Worm,  wnonrf to two <* Itota boon, <x eo 
tS .  llviuocrboM. ta l-tm o» it<L

TH OU! WHO A R B  AFrXtCTRO  
Will e»*o life tad hOBdred. of dollMa b , tallied

<m m.T V  m a r s  hemm. k o o k s .
TbeoeIvPt»yot«taa wko eee tan  v ita l alia • (MTIMI asking m f«wtioPo
At! ©ormflnadonooisrteUroonfUfcntJkl. MaflWot 
Mot by «X press. A&lnm faittcM (a

o Nw. m o..IN Hrosdwgy. 
Crmttdl llvlTl, Ik

I  clittrire II lor rooitog or <H*«sit>*fn<r SU' 
«ttstw. lm loM «c«uu hi stamp* tor rsply.

June 4,1892, World Herald.

9



Early Nebraska Medicine

Specialized instruments were used to administer the bleeding procedure. One 
was the lancet, a long, tapering pocket-knife type of instrument, which came in 
varying sizes and grades. Nature's old standby, the leech, was still employed, 
although less as time went on. The skin at the desired spot would be covered with 
something sticky or sweet to attract the parasite, then it would set about its task. 
"Cups" were also used, wherein air was first expelled by sucking or by burning hot 
wax, then the cup applied over the incision, and blood thereby sucked out of the 
wound. A truly state-of-the-art instrument was the combination lancet cup, a device 
consisting of a box with concealed, spring action knives to make the incision, and an 
attached glass cup to proceed with the withdrawal of blood.

Another favored release for "peccant humors" was "blistering", encompass
ing various methods of skin irritations designed to cause blistering and then release 
of fluid. Along with the fluid, so the theory went, would flow the offending poisons 
as well. Ingenious and torturous irritants were conceived. Ground mustard, 
ground Spanish flies, vinegar or the like would be rubbed into the skin until raw, the 
skin peeled off and then some drug guaranteed to burn would be poured on, literally 
rubbing salt in the wound. Thin threads of horsehair were sometimes sewn through 
a shallow layer of skin at the wound and periodically shifted, or a small lump of cloth 
would be introduced into the wound, or specially treated cards of thread would be 
burned slowly on or in the wound. All of these were designed to "maintain an issue" 
at the wound, to keep it open and draining, thus purifying the body.11

An even more popular treatment was the purge, another way to rid the body 
of unwanted impurities. These included emetics to induce vomiting, diaphoretics 
to induce perspiration, cathartics to purge the bowels and diuretics to induce 
urination. Most of the time, all or most of these were used as part of a single 
treatment, one after the other. In fact, most often a doctor would first bleed the 
patient, then blister, if necessary, then purge and finally "lock the bowels" with

If all of these treatments seem barbaric, it 
should be mentioned that they were practiced 
by the legitimate regulars of the period, for the 
most part also highly respected civic leaders 
and men of intelligence and education. It is also 
true that given the medical conditions of the 
day, doctors worked "against odds which no 
reasonably sober faro dealer would accept."12 
They used all the ammunition available in the 
medical arsenals of the time; unfortunately, the 
arsenals were not stocked with powerful weap
ons. The character of the frontier physician is 
exemplified in this understatement: "Timidity 
and irresolution were not outstanding weak
nesses of the pioneer doctor."13 The fact that 
many frontiersmen survived medical treatment 
and actually recovered is a true testimonial 

both to the resilience of the human body and the tenacity of the pioneer spirit.
If doctors were limited in medical knowledge, the public was even more so, 

many of them willing to embrace cure-alls and gadgetry. "Medical hankies," 
restorative amulets, and cancer pastes were eagerly snapped up by consumers. A 
small sampling of patent medicine names is descriptive:

Rheumatism.
• Symptoms.- ...............

jotnts, with great tenderness ami keverc paut, especially it

w i'X:

Rheumatism h  a blood disease, and must be so 
treated. There is only one preparation of which it 
can be sfekl that no instance o f a . failure to cure 
Rheumatism or any blood disorder has ever been 
recorded; and that preparation is furnished, not by 
science,' but by Nature —* a harmless vegetable com- 
ypund of . herbs, roots, and barks, called

Kickapoo Indian Sagwa
I f  you arfc rheumatic, and do 
not try this Nature’s blessing 
to the human race, you are 
responsible for what you suffer.
Here is a person who hacf faith.

TO*. (ptt Fttirfltlj, *
*»*«*«/ >» +** *•»* r.hhtjxM f**1** t toe* t*r04 Mtln« t*r*4 mt. I #**<* tr*4tfl4* urn
s j s  *rs? fs e t s ? - ' ‘

KtCXAMtt.
* Pvt* Blood, P#rf«€t

Omaha's World Herald, April 3,1892.
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Baker's Panacea 

Dr. Brown's Renovating Pills 

Cooper's Magic Balm 

Darby's Prophylactic Fluid 

Dr. Goulard's Celebrated 

Infallible Fit Powders 

Kickapoo Indian Worm Killer

Moxie Nerve Food

Ocean Weed Heart Remedy

Pink Pills for Pale People

Dr. Raphael's Galvanic Love Powders

Dr. Raphael's Cordial Invigorant
Tiger Fat

Vital Sparks 14

Quacks were especially successful when 
combining their sales pitches with religion, as 
in the case of faith healers, or with entertain
ment, as in the traveling medicine shows. They 
were then able to tap two sources of pioneer 
dissatisfaction, medicine and boredom, with 
one fraud. No doubt contributing to the success 
of patent medicines also was the fact that they 
contained up to 44% alcohol. Even teetotalers 
could take the cure without the least bit of guilt.

Despite the quacks, the granny medica
tions and the heroic measures, the quality of 
medical care did improve as the frontier moved 
westward. Better diagnosis, better surgical pro
cedures with good use of anesthesia and better 
medications were being introduced. The Civil 
War introduced the importance of trained nurs
ing care to the United States and by the 1880's, 
Pasteur's germ theory was being accepted. 
Lister's antiseptic surgical techniques were 
bringing about important changes.

1 M )

it».< curvl » cre *t (winterOf cfcNwlc tm s»  o f Lirer 
«tnl Kidney *liw.**m>*. It  Is p'md.v n W w .  
ill); alt Inftaftiraaiion ami carrying im jxiritlri
luat Imitate the organs.

For tat* by all Dmagttt* at St.0 0  per Bottle, 
t’lvparwi by B. K. TU O M fijON . TituaviUe.

For tale by 0 .  T . flood man, Omab

Omaha Daily Herald, January 8,1881

State of Medical Education
With the expansion of the country westward, the need for doctors was 

increasing. Railroad construction crews, Army posts on the farthest boundaries of 
civilization, Indian missionaries, boom towns created by the Railroad or the discov
ery of gold—all of these desperately needed trained doctors. Just how were doctors 
trained during this period? What system of education served as preparation for the 
monumental task of fighting disease on the frontier?

Before the Civil War, one popular route that many an individual took to being 
a doctor was simply to decide he wanted to be one. The only thing needed was the 
inclination. A shingle was hung, advertising was done and a doctor was born. It 
really was that simple. For the most part, in the wilderness that was the majority of 
western America, there were few licensing laws (and those few unenforced), 
background investigations were nonexistent, and no questions were asked. A man 
was a doctor if he said he was. In a majority of cases this was not true, but in more 
instances than one would like to believe, totally untrained or self-trained do-it- 
yourself doctors practiced medicine (the operative word here being "practiced") on 
an unsuspecting public.
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Two other avenues of medical preparation were available to aspiring physi
cians, one more informal than the other, but neither one assuring quality medical 
education. The informal route to becoming a doctor was the apprentice system. A 
young medical aspirant would be apprenticed to an established physician, called his 
preceptor. For a period of generally two to three years, the student, usually living 
in the doctor's home, would assist the doctor in every aspect of his practice. He 
would "read medicine" with the doctor, go on all sick calls ("ride with the doctor") 
and perform all tasks assigned to him in connection with the case at hand. The 
apprentice "ground powders, mixed pills and rode with the doctor on his rounds. 
He held the basin for his preceptor when he bled a patient; he adjusted plasters and 
learned to sew up wounds by watching the doctor at work."15 This was learning by 
observing and then, quickly, by doing.

Between rounds of medical observation, the apprentice took care of the 
preceptor's horse, cleaned the office and instruments, replenished supplies, washed 
clothes, swept the stable, repaired the buggy, cooked meals and ran errands. In 
short, the apprentice served as a sort of indentured servant, all for the sake of being 
able to emerge from his apprenticeship a full fledged physician.

At the completion of his apprenticeship period, the student would be issued 
a certificate proclaiming him to be a physician. His career would thus be launched. 
The apprentice/preceptor relationship was mutually beneficial. The student gained 
access to a respected and sometimes lucrative profession that carried with it social 
prestige. The preceptor, for his part, encouraged the apprenticeship. For one thing, 
a yearly fee of $100, paid to the preceptor, was not uncommon, and was a welcome 
addition to annual income.16 Also, the apprentice provided free labor, and served 
as a signal to the community that the physician was a source of knowledge and skill, 
capable of transmitting both to his students. Thus, the apprentice was a source of 
prestige to the preceptor.

The drawbacks to such a training are obvious. All depended on the knowl
edge, skill and professionalism of the preceptor and the aptness and motivation of 
the student. There were no regulatory controls, no check lists, no standardization 
in what was taught or learned. Even given optimum conditions—a thoroughly 
qualified teacher and willing, eager and capable student—there still was the 
problem of keeping abreast of medical advances. It was simply not an effective 
system of transmitting medical knowledge, yet it was the system most commonly 
practiced during the latter part of the 19th century, especially on the frontier.

The formal alternative to the apprentice system of medical education was the 
medical school. Although "most frontier doctors never saw the inside of a medical 
school,"17 they did certainly exist, and in greater and greater numbers as the 19th 
century progressed. However, when we speak of a medical school of the mid 19th 
century, we are talking, for the most part, about a totally different institution than 
the medical schools of today.

It was a sad fact that "the majority of medical schools from the 1820's through 
the 1890's were proprietary (profit making) establishments, which were owned by 
physicians who often were more concerned with account ledgers than with educa
tion."18 There were notable exceptions, but not many. The professors who staffed 
the medical colleges were the owners, and for them teaching was a part-time 
business, incidental to their private practices, and almost totally motivated by the 
profit motive. The entire college staff usually numbered less than ten. Any profits 
left after expenses were split among the owners. Because few additional expenses
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were incurred with increasing the number of students, competition was intense to 
attract as many students as possible. The more students, the higher the profit 
margin.

This competition for higher enrollments led to increasingly short and inad
equate curricula, and to students of inferior capability. The curriculum usually 
consisted of two terms of about sixteen to twenty weeks each, the second term many 
times simply a repeat of the first. Many schools did not comprise even the whole of 
one building, but only one or two floors of buildings whose main occupants were 
offices or other businesses. Few labs existed and research was almost unheard of. 
Six to eight hours of daily instruction was almost totally didactic, with no patient 
experience and often no access to a hospital or clinic setting to gain this experience.

As for the students, most were not of exceptional ability. Entrance require
ments were usually no better than those for a good high school. In some cases 
students were not required to be literate. The ability to pay seems to have been a 
prime consideration for entrance. Given these conditions, it is understandable that 
discipline was sometimes a problem. Drunken students in class created many a 
disturbance. One instance is cited in which firm measures needed to be taken against 
a medical student in an anatomy lab found merrily flinging cadaver parts out a 
window at passers-by.19

The physicians turned out under such a system lacked social graces. D. W. 
Cathell, a popular physician author of the 1880's and 1890's, wrote many books of 
etiquette style advice to physicians, beginning with his 1882 edition, The Physician 
Himself and What He Should Add to his Scientific Acquirements. The matters about 
which he finds it necessary to advise the physician tell us a great deal about the 
physicians of that day. He advises doctors to have clean shirts and clean collars, 
along with polished boots and clean hands. The doctor should not be seen in billiard 
parlors, or cigar stores, or in his shirt sleeves, nor should he be squirting tobacco juice 
around. He should acquaint himself with literature, but is advised against "fritter
ing away precious time on educational frivolities after practice is begun."20 The 
physician should use new instruments and methods not only because they may aid 
diagnosis, but also because they will make him look good and inspire confidence. 
He is further advised to have displayed prominently in his office a fee table stating 
"Office Consultations from $1 to $10":

Having you charge from $1 to $10 will enable you to get an extra fee 
for cases of an extraordinary character, and still allow you to charge 
minimum fees for ordinary cases. Such a schedule will make those 
who get off by paying the lowest fees, feel gratified; it will also show 
everybody that you are skillful enough to attend ten dollar cases.21

U.S. medical colleges proliferated in the 19th century as the need for new 
physicians increased. The need was quite legitimate; most of the new medical 
schools were not. They were opportunistic attempts to earn money quickly. In 1800 
the United States had 3 medical schools, between 1810 and 1840, 26 new schools 
opened and between 1840 and 1876, 47 new medical schools were established.22 
From 1875 to 1890 it is estimated that there were 100 new medical schools opened 
in the United States.23

As inadequate and inappropriate as many proprietary schools were, even 
worse frauds were being perpetrated. The so-called diploma mills were schools that 
existed usually only on paper, and literally sold M.D. degrees to students sight-
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unseen. These schools had agents who worked on commission, and were quite 
adept at seeking out prospective students. Once issued an M.D. degree, given the 
lack of licensing laws, the doctor by mail would travel west, hang out his shingle and 
generally be accepted by an unsuspecting frontier public.

Conditions in medical colleges were almost criminally lax. The situation was 
so dire that in 1869 the President of the American Medical Association requested 
federal intervention in the form of legislation to raise the standards of medical 
education.24 In 1876 the American Medical College Association (forerunner of the 
Association of American Medical Colleges), was established, whose goal also was 
to raise the educational standards of member medical colleges.25 By 1898 all states 
had licensing laws for physicians, with about one half requiring an examination to 
fulfill the requirement.26 Still other attempts were made to police the profession and 
impose at least minimal standards by the formation of local medical societies. The 
efforts were made. Progress toward achieving at least competence in medical 
education were slow, but steady. The 1890's were the years in which reform of 
medical education became a national movement.27 And it is within this decade of 
change that the John A. Creighton Medical College was founded.

Early Nebraska Medicine —  Medical Societies
Like the rest of the nation's physicians, Nebraska doctors were also concerned 

with the chaotic state of medicine and medical education in the mid-to-late 19th 
century. Following national trends, they too attempted to organize in order to 
effectively "police" their profession. As early as March 2,1855, the first Nebraska 
Medical Society was formed "with a view to the elevation and maintenance of the 
requirements for the practice of medicine in Nebraska.28 It was authorized to 
establish branches at local levels and to maintain surveillance over drug prepara
tions sold throughout the Nebraska Territory. One of the incorporators is listed as 
Dr. George Miller, who was the first physician in Omaha. No person could practice 
medicine in Nebraska without being a member of this society.

Apparently this organization ceased or failed to function, for the records show 
that again in February 1857 the Territorial Legislature approved articles of incorpo
ration for a second Nebraska Medical Society, listing 
five Omaha physicians as being incorporators, among 
them again Dr. George Miller of Omaha. This society 
had similar goals as the first, and also had the specific 
right to grant licenses to practice in Nebraska, and to 
revoke or refuse said licenses.

Another medical society, apparently only local 
in nature, was established in Omaha, also in 1857, for 
the establishment of professional fees and their col
lection. Flaving no name, its other main purpose was 
to "draw a line between regular practitioners and the 
irregulars or quacks, and only the regulars could 
become members."29

In August 1866 the Omaha Medical Society was 
officially established, with thirteen original mem
bers. In November of the same year, Dr. James P. Peck 
was elected the first President. On December 17,
1866, a comprehensive fee bill was adopted for all

14



Chapter I

members' professional services, and was a detailed basis for standardization city
wide by all members. As updated and revised in 1871, a sampling of some of the 
charges include:

Office prescription and advice (ordinary)
Ordinary visit within city lim its................

Visit to country, per mile, additional.......

Visit to steamboat.........................................

Night visit to steamboat...............................

Cupping or leeching, each application....

Cases of sudden poisoning.........................

For removing stone from bladder.............

It also provided that extra charges could be incurred if there was a risk to the 
physician, such as infection, or if it involved night travel over bad roads or if the 
weather was bad. A physician could also charge extra to examine "putrid subjects," 
or could black-list (refuse to treat) persons who saw physician after physician, 
refusing to pay medical bills as they went from one doctor to another.31 Apparently 
this organization continued to be viable until the mid-1870's. Because of internal 
dissension, membership dwindled and it ceased to exist about 1881.

In May 1868 the Omaha Medical Society 
aided in the formation of the Nebraska State 
Medical Society, the forerunner of the present 
state medical society. The first convention in 
June of that year elected Omahan Dr. Gilbert
C. Monell as President. A highlight of the 
convention was Case #5, in which Dr. R. C. 
Moore of Omaha reported his treatment of 
William Thompson, a Union Pacific employee, 
who was scalped by Cheyenne Indians near 
Plum Creek, Nebraska: "The scalp was en
tirely removed from a space measuring 9 
inches antero posteriorly and seven inches 
laterally."32 After describing in some detail 
the wound and his treatment of it, Dr. Moore 
notes: "The only inconvenience . . . was a 
severe neuralgic pain, extending down the 

right side of the head and face."33 This serves to remind us that times were, indeed, 
rugged for the pioneers and their doctors.

There were other Omaha medical organizations that formed and declined 
during this early period. Two rival groups formed: the Omaha Pathological and 
Sanitary Society in 1876, and the Academy of Medicine and Surgery in 1881. Both 
were disbanded and merged into the newly-formed Douglas County Medical 
Society formed in 1883, which itself died out in 1887. Again two rival groups 
established themselves: The Omaha Medical Club and the Omaha Academy of 
Medicine, both founded in early 1888. The latter organization was said to have

Omaha, looking west from 14th & Douglas Streets, 1868. (Courtesy Union 
Pacific R. R. Museum Collection.)
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included most of the "later Creighton College group/'34 those men influential in the 
founding and early administration of the Creighton College of Medicine. Among 
these were: D. C. Bryant, J. P. Lord, Charles Rosewater, B. F. Crummer, William H. 
Galbraith and P. S. Keogh, later the first Creighton dean.

Dissension and competition for members continued and a feeling developed 
that one organization was needed to unite all Omaha physicians. In 1890 a new 
Omaha Medical Society was formed, incorporating both rival groups of physicians. 
This was the direct forerunner of the Omaha-Douglas County Medical Society.

While medical societies were clearly coming into their own on the professional 
as well as social scene, other medical landmarks were being laid in Nebraska. The 
year 1881 saw the first law regulating medical practice in Nebraska. It provided 
three ways to obtain legal certification in Nebraska. A person holding a diploma 
from a legally chartered medical school could be certified upon registration of his 
diploma; anyone attending one course of lectures in a recognized medical school 
and having already practiced 3 years could get a certificate; and anyone practicing 
ten continuous years, the last two in Nebraska, could be certified. This was still 
relatively weak, but it was a start, and as amended in 1891 and again in 1897 gave 
at least some semblance of regulation of entrance into the medical profession in 
Nebraska.

Several other important medical milestones also occurred in Nebraska during 
this period of time. In 1881 the Omaha Clinic, the first medical periodical in Nebraska, 
began publication. In 1891 a State Board of Health was finally created in the state. 
Nebraska certainly had a long way to go, but these early steps provided a foundation 
for what was to come later.

Early Nebraska Medicine —  Medical Education
While established physicians were busy organizing themselves and the medi

cal profession in Nebraska was gaining regulation and some sense of conformity, 
what was the state of medical education itself within the state? It can be assumed 
that the apprentice system was alive and flourishing in Nebraska, as was the case 
elsewhere in the middle and far West. Unfortunately, we do not have sources giving 
us exact names, dates or numbers as to the preceptor/apprentice relationships.

We do, however, have historical infor
mation concerning attempts to establish medi
cal schools in the state. The first such attempt 
in Nebraska came in May 1869 when the 
Omaha Medical College was incorporated.
By all accounts, things appeared hopeful for 
the enterprise. Among the organizers were 
some of the city's leading physicians. Most of 
the prerequisites for a medical college were 
attended to: a Board of Trustees was formed, 
a faculty chosen, by-laws adopted, a course 
and length of study agreed upon, and, very 
important for a proprietary institution, each 
organizer pledged $500 of his own money to 
the venture.35

Ware's Block, Omaha, 1868. (Courtesy Union Pacific R. R. Museum 
Collection.)
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There were, however, several very real problems for the proposed school. One 
was difficulty in locating a site for the college. Another problem was in-fighting and 
dissension among the faculty. The medical community of Omaha, as evidenced by 
its professional organizations and affiliations, was a somewhat contentious lot. The 
pairs of rival (and very competitive) medical associations that formed and reformed 
in Omaha have already been noted. Now we see Omaha's first attempt at the 
establishment of a medical school foiled by further disagreement and animosity. 
Later still it will be seen that the establishment of the Creighton College of Medicine 
was also based in part on rivalries and factionalization within the medical commu
nity of Omaha.

One source speculates that a major drawback to this early plan was the lack of 
clinical facilities in Omaha, namely a hospital. As will be seen, no hospital really 
worthy of the name existed in Omaha prior to the founding of St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospital in 1870 and "in a city without hospitals, a medical college would probably 
be doomed to failure."36 Although not formally dissolved until 1881, the first Omaha 
Medical College never got farther than the planning-on-paper stages. Medical 
education in Omaha was stillborn.

In 1880 came the second attempt at Nebraska medical education, with the 
opening in Omaha of the Nebraska School of Medicine, Preparatory. It opened its 
doors to medical students on October 18 of that year. Unlike its predecessor, it did 
actually have doors to open, in rented rooms on the third floor of the Heilman block 
on 13th & Farnam Streets. The facilities were meager, consisting of two rooms and 
a closet that contained dissection materials in a box. One room, presumably the 
lecture room, was 20 by 20 feet. The other, the dissection room, was about 10 by 12 
feet, and had a 6 by 8 foot closet for storage.37

Not much of a start, but it did at
tract a faculty of at least nine, and a class 
of 14 students to its 20 week curriculum. 
This first class included 2 women and 
the first black Omaha physician, W. H. 
C. Stephenson. Students paid $30 tu
ition each for the privilege of being taught 
by a faculty including Dr. Samuel Mercer, 
Lecturer on Surgical Anatomy and Clini
cal Surgery; Dr. J. C. Denise, a Physiol
ogy instructor and clinical Lecturer on 
diseases of eye and ear; Dr. Robert R. 
Livingston, Lecturer on Principles and 
Practices of Surgery; Dr. W. S. Gibbs, 
Demonstrator of Anatomy; Dr. James 
Carter, Chemistry Chairperson; Dr. 
Alexander S. von Mansfelde, Lecturer 
on Pathology and Practice of Medicine; 
and Dr. Richard Moore, Lecturer on 
Materia Medica and Therapeutics.38

After a successful first year of operation, the leaders of the Nebraska School of 
Medicine, Preparatory, sought two things: to enlarge their scope of operations, 
building upon the foundation of the present school, and to change their name. The 
latter was accomplished easily. On June 14,1881, a new Omaha Medical College was 
incorporated after the original 1869 version was finally officially disbanded.

View is from area where St. Catherine's Hospital was later located. The tall building 
on the horizon is the former territorial capital, where Central High School is now 
located. Taken March 1877. (Courtesy Union Pacific R. R. Museum Collection.)
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The expansion efforts were longer in coming, but were likewise successful. 
New faculty members were added, and a new, more roomy location was sought. 
Two lots at the Southwest corner of 11th & Mason were purchased for $3,100 and a 
new building was erected costing $4,266. The new location was ready for use by 
September 1881,39 The choice of location was significant, and couldn't have been by 
accident. It was adjacent to St. Joseph's Hospital, 12th & Mason, which agreed to 
allow use of its facilities for clinical teaching purposes.

The fall of 1881 saw 35 people registered for classes, taught by a faculty of 13. 
The new college building seemed truly luxurious by comparison with the old 
cramped rooms in the Heilman block. It even included a museum, a library, and a 
laboratory.

Things continued to go well for the medical col
lege. In 1886 the building of the school was moved to 
12th & Pacific Streets, and enlarged. In the 1890's new 
faculty, including specialists, were added to the college 
roster. Also in 1890 the curriculum became three years 
in length, following a national trend toward longer 
courses of study.

Still, Omaha Medical College was a proprietary 
school. The money to finance the new building had 
come from the faculty. Besides the obvious problem of 
lack of funding that comes from lack of affiliation with 
a university, there was a severe PR problem for propri
etary schools. The public looked somewhat askance at 
them and many times with good reason. So many were 
guilty of outrageously fraudulent behavior that even 
those sincerely attempting quality education were 
viewed with skepticism.

Therefore, to legitimize itself in the public eye, several apparently unsatisfac
tory attempts were made to affiliate the Omaha Medical College with a university. 
"The Omaha Medical College attempted to rid itself of the stigma of being a 
proprietary school by affiliating first with the Methodist Episcopal College of York 
in 1885, and later with Bellevue College in 1891. "40 The former lasted only two years. 
The 1891 affiliation with Bellevue College, which changed its name to the University 
of Omaha (no relation to the present University of Nebraska at Omaha), lasted until 
1902. At that time the Omaha Medical College became united in a loose fashion to 
the University of Nebraska, becoming The College of Medicine of the University of 
Nebraska. Despite the duration of the tie, apparently the University of Omaha did 
not contribute much to the Omaha Medical College except its name.

There was a brief four year fling at medical education in Lincoln, beginning in 
1883. The Legislature appropriated a small amount of money toward the establish
ment of a college of medicine within the University system, on condition that a 
faculty serve without pay. This medical school was located in the basement of old 
University Hall in Lincoln.41 It had serious problems from the very start. Besides 
having virtually no teaching equipment or really suitable classrooms, it had access 
to no clinical facilities, as Lincoln had no hospital. Even more serious, however, was 
the factionalization of the faculty, which consisted of regulars, homeopaths and 
eclectics. So serious was the rift that separate graduations were held for the various 
sects. Because of an offer of free tuition, the school at times had enrollments as high 
as 55 students.42 Yet all of the other problems proved too much for the Legislature

Omaha Medical College after its move in 
1886 to 12th & Pacific. (Courtesy Biomedical 
Communications, University of Nebraska 
Medical Center.)
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to further tolerate. In 1885 it refused to give continued funding to the school. Despite 
a brave two year attempt on the part of some doctors to persevere without legislative 
support, the Regents officially closed the school in May 1887.43

Sources mention one other serious attempt at medical education in the state 
prior to the founding of the Creighton College of Medicine. The Cotner University 
Medical College was established by the eclectic medical sect in 1890 as a medical 
department of Cotner University, located in a suburb of Lincoln. Little is known of 
this school, save that it graduated more than 275 persons before ceasing to exist in
1 9 1 8 . 4 4

These were the general conditions and the local conditions of medicine circa 
1892. When John Creighton decided to fund the establishment of a medical college 
bearing his name, medicine and medical education were in a state of flux. As we 
have already seen, a great deal of chaos, disorganization, indecision and in-fighting 
existed, but the times were ripe for change.

Dr. Kenneth Ludmerer, a historian of medical education, points out that 
licensing laws were beginning to be reenacted in the U. S. on a widespread basis by

the 1890's, and the "educational ladder" of the U. S. 
public school system was in place. That is, there was a 
logical educational sequence—the grade school leading 
to the high school, leading to college and then on to 
medical school, with courses now building on one an
other, and one level of education sequentially preparing 
the student for the next. Thus the caliber of medical 
aspirants was reaching a level far higher than in previous 
years.

Ludmerer further points out that although the 
Flexner Report of 1910 is usually given credit for causing 
massive reform efforts within medical education, in real
ity these reform efforts reached a high level on their own 
by the 1890's. By then, it was recognized that to be a 
viable component in the medical education field, a medi
cal college must have laboratory instruction and facilities 
as well as strictly didactic methods, and hospital facilities 

must be available for use as a hands on teaching tool. Moreover, affiliation with a 
university was becoming more than merely desirable, but rather a near economic 
necessity, guaranteeing continued financial existence, prestige and legitimization. 
Furthermore, the late 1800's were a time when extending medical education to a 
length of 3 years was a hot issue, with the better schools opting for the longer course.

Founded within this social, professional and educational milieu, the Creighton 
College of Medicine was able to incorporate the new reform ideals into its early 
structure and gain a head start at quality medical education. As will be seen, at its 
inception John Creighton's medical college had labs and laboratory courses. It had 
a guaranteed teaching hospital affiliation—St. Joseph's, and a natural affiliation 
with a major university, Creighton. It began operation as a medical school with a 3 
year curriculum at the very onset. Thus, although problems remained, the Creigh
ton College of Medicine from the very start exhibited an impetus toward top quality 
medical education, incorporating a desire to succeed with a willingness to accept 
fresh new thought.

15th & Dodge, Omaha, circa 1900. (Courtesy Union Pacific 
R. R. Museum Collection.)
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Chapter II

Before The Beginning

Edward Creighton
Omaha was a shanty town of perhaps 800 people 

when Edward Creighton arrived in 1856. It had a 
two-story frame hotel and just one brick structure, 
the new Territorial Building. Nevertheless, Edward 
must have seen the little boom town as the logical 
base camp for many new developments stretching 
out over the vast western territories.1

He had sent an older brother Joseph, and a 
cousin, James Creighton, ahead. Presumably he sent 
back favorable word because he was soon followed 
by his youngest brother, John Andrew, and eventu
ally by other cousins, nephews and friends. By the 
time John A. arrived, work was progressing on an- Edward Creighton, I820-18 74 . 

other frame hotel and a Catholic church (also built of Historkd Sodetyjh Hospital 
brick). Within a year Omaha had doubled its size to
1600.2 Timing for the Creightons could not have been better. Within the next 20 
years, Omaha became a railroad center, a banking and business center, a distribution 
center, and, with special thanks to Edward, a communication center. In another 20 
years, a successful Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition would impress 
2.6 million visitors, including President McKinley.

The careers of the Creighton brothers followed the 
American hero tradition of humble beginnings to riches. 
The father, James Creighton, had arrived from County 
Monaghan, Ireland, in 1805. Six years later he married 
Bridget Hughes, an Irish lass from County Armagh. It is 
recorded that they lived one year in Pittsburgh, but then 
moved to what was frontier country in Ohio. While creat
ing their farm, working hard and living off the land, they 
also raised nine children. Edward, born in 1820, was the 
fifth child; John Andrew, born in 1831, was the ninth. In 
that time and location the available schooling was limited 
and informal, and the older children did not attempt more 
than the three "R's," although they added much to their 
education on their own in later years.3

By age 14 Edward was working with teams at road building, a readily available 
job in a frontier society. As a "cart boy" working on the road, it is recorded that one 
of his associates was Phil Sheridan, later famous as General Sheridan during the 
Civil War.4

Edward's father gave him, at age 18, the help he needed with the gift of a wagon 
and team of horses. With this equipment, he immediately became a freighter and 
had no difficulty obtaining employment at various busy construction sites in Ohio 
and nearby. As people moved steadily westward, roads, railroads and canals were 
contracted for and built at a rapid rate to accommodate steady development of the 
area. Edward earned money, saved it, made contacts and learned skills through 
observation and experience. In 1840, at just 20 years of age, he secured a contract for 
construction of a stage road from Wheeling, Virginia (now West Virginia), to
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Springfield, Ohio. Following this, a succession of 
contracting jobs were completed, and in 1847 he 
became interested in the new business of construct
ing telegraph lines. He served first as a contractor for 
hauling telegraph poles and then as a superintendent 
for line construction in areas as far east as Pittsburgh 
and as far south as New Orleans.5

For the next few years Edward's energy and 
success brought profit. He had acquired a stock of 40 
teams and was sought after to serve as superinten
dent for various contract jobs. In 1855, after complet
ing a contract for grading streets in Toledo, Ohio, he 
received a contract for grading part of the North 
Missouri Railroad bed and moved his teams to Mis
souri. This turned out to be a disappointment, and he
gave up the job after having difficulties with the work engineer. He moved his teams 
to Keokuk, Iowa, to complete another contract for street grading, but there was a 
change in the city council; the plan to grade the streets was revoked, and Edward was 
again disappointed. These two disappointments proved to be most beneficial to 
Omaha because Edward decided to sell his teams and seek his fortune in the new 
territory of Nebraska.6

Edward and his wife, Mary Lucretia 
Wareham Creighton. (Courtesy St. 
Joseph Hospital Historical Society.)

Edward and two business associates 
(possibly the Kountze brothers), 
1860's.

After deciding to settle in Omaha, he began to plan 
for a family of his own. He returned to Dayton, Ohio, 
where in October of 1856 he married Mary Lucretia 
Wareham. Rather than bring his bride to muddy and 
still primitive Omaha at the beginning of a winter, he 
chose to spend the next few months with her in 
Pittsburgh. In the spring of 1857, he arranged to 
transport a steamboat loaded with lumber from Pitts
burgh down the Ohio and up the Missouri.7 Finished 
lumber was in demand in the growing city of Omaha 
and sold at a good profit. Following this, he acquired 
and soon completed successful contracts to build 
telegraph lines from St. Joseph, Missouri, to Fort 
Smith, Arkansas, and to Omaha. By 1860 Edward 
was recognized locally as a most successful business

man and contractor. He had become associated with the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, recently created by the 
gradual assimilation of smaller compa
nies and destined to become the great 
name in the rapidly expanding tele
graph communication business. By 
1858 Edward had also formed a part
nership with two brothers, Herman and 
Augustus Kountze. Land developers 
interested in starting a banking busi
ness, they needed capital which Ed
ward provided, and eventually the First 
National Bank of Omaha was created.
Edward served as its first President.8 Edward's home at 1710 Chicago, Omaha, taken in 1958.
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By 1858 gold had been discovered in Colorado, and Omaha, on the main route 
of march to the gold fields, continued to boom with the needs for transportation, 
supply and communication for western development. Edward was well established 
in Omaha, having built a modest home on the north side of Chicago Street between 
17th and 18th Streets. Brothers Joseph and John Andrew were also established in 
Omaha, along with cousins Harry and James Creighton. In one way or another, all 
became involved in various enterprises in building, stock raising, freighting and 
retail sales. The Creighton family also became much involved in city and territory 
planning and development. As noted in a biographic review by Robert Fell:

Law and order had not been well established in the new territory, 
so the Creighton brothers joined others in forming the "Near- 
Vigilance Committee" which, among other things, tried to make 
citizens pay their debts. A Catholic priest arrived, and all the 
Creighton brothers contributed money and lumber to build him a 
house. Politics became important in the new Territory, and Edward 
served as a delegate to the Democratic County Convention. Cousin 
James was appointed a city councilman by the mayor, an 
arrangement that complemented Edward's civic activities.9

By 1859 and 1860, activity in the telegraph business increased because of 
national interest in creating a transcontinental line. California had a line going into 
Nevada, and the California Legislature granted a subsidy to any company that 
would connect a line to it from the East. Competitors made plans from other 
locations, but Creighton and Western Union were successful, largely due to Edward's 
personal efforts. A line had been completed from Omaha as far as Ft. Kearny. 
Edward journeyed to Ft. Kearny in November 1860 and, by the end of the year, 
surveyed the land through Wyoming's South Pass and Fort Bridger to Salt Lake City. 
In Salt Lake City, he established what was to be a lasting friendship with Brigham 
Young and won his support in creating the line from Omaha through Salt Lake City 
to connect with the California company. During that same winter, Creighton went 
on alone, travelling by mule from Salt Lake City to Carson City and eventually to 
Sacramento. There, arrangements were made with the California companies to plan 
construction from both ends. To insure competitive interest, the companies agreed 
that until the entire line was constructed, the full tariff for messages between Omaha 
and San Francisco would go to the company first completing its line to Salt Lake City. 
Edward Creighton's crews won that competition, arriving in Salt Lake City in 
October 1861, and by October 24 the first transcontinental message was possible.10

Edward then continued his numerous business ventures, and Omaha and the 
Creightons prospered. Since their only child, Charles, had died at age four, Edward 
and Mary Lucretia directed increasing attention to charities and local civic needs. 
Mary was particularly active in these efforts, and for several years Edward would 
supply her with as much as $25 a day (a magnificent sum in those days) to distribute 
or buy things for the poor. Edward also expressed a wish to start a college where 
Catholic boys might have an opportunity for a free education, but these plans were 
not developed during his lifetime. In 1871 he suffered a stroke but made a good 
recovery. In November 1874 while working at the bank, he suffered another massive 
stroke and died two days later, November 5,1874, at age fifty-four.
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Mary Lucretia survived Edward by less 
than two years, but during that time she re
membered her husband's wish to found a free 
school. Edward had died intestate, but his 
widow made the decisions regarding the dis
position of his property. V arious family mem
bers were chief recipients, but in her will, she 
specifically designated $100,000 for the build
ing and endowment of a college which, when 
completed, was to be conveyed to the Catholic 
Bishop of Omaha. By the time the college was 
built, the endowment fund had grown to 
$147,500.

Mary Lucretia's will specified such de
tails as the following. "To purchase the site for 
a school... and erect proper buildings thereon 
for a school of the class and grade of a College, 
expending in the purchase of said site and the building of said buildings, and in and 
about the same, not to exceed one-half of said sum, and to invest the remainder in 
securities, the interest of which shall be applied to the support and maintenance; and 
the principle shall be kept forever inviolate.. .  The said school shall be known as the 
Creighton College and is designated by me as a memorial of my late husband. I have 
selected this mode of testifying to his virtues and my affection to his memory, 
because such a work was one which he, in his lifetime, proposed to himself."

Acting on this, the executors, John and James Creighton and Herman Kountze, 
purchased the site and erected what is now part of the Administration Building. The 
entire property and securities were duly conveyed by the executors to the Rt. Rev. 
James O'Connor, D.D., Bishop of Omaha, July 1, 1878. A few months later, the 
Nebraska Legislature passed an Act (February 27,1879) "to provide for the incorpo
ration of universities under certain circumstances". Following the provisions of this 
Act, Father O'Connor vested the entire property and securities of the Creighton 
College in a corporation, designating the legal title of said corporation to be The 
Creighton University, and appointing five members of the Society of Jesus to 
constitute the Board of Trustees. The Creighton University was so incorporated on 
August 14, 1879. Creighton University thus became the first endowed Catholic 
college west of the Mississippi.11

Edward's dream of a free school could not realistically be carried far into the 
20th century. Some special fees had to be collected as the cost of providing education 
grew over the decades. Even so, the undergraduate school did succeed in remaining 
tuition free until the 1920's. Today (1991), although the tuition to the Medical School 
is far from free, it ranks as one of the lowest tuitions among private medical schools.

John A. Creighton
John Andrew Creighton had the benefit of something his older brother hadn't, 

a more formal education. At the time he was growing up, better schools were 
available in Ohio, an advantage his mother appreciated. Her Catholic faith was 
strong, and although she had little education herself, Bridget was determined that 
the younger children would have more schooling and that John Andrew would 
have a Catholic college education.

View of the first Creighton Administration Building, looking northwest 
from 20th & Dodge, area 1880.
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When John was just ten years of age, his father 
died. Edward, executor of his father's estate, agreed 
with his mother to set aside $600 for John's college 
tuition. At age twenty, John enrolled at Saint Joseph's 
College, a Dominican institution in Somerset, Ohio.
He completed two years of college with plans to 
become a civil engineer. Bridget's death, however, in 
1854, caused John Andrew to return home for a 
period of time to manage property and family mat
ters. At the same time, brother Edward had become 
very busy working on a number of contracts, had 
acquired much equipment and many teams of horses 
and needed help in their management. John chose to 
join him rather than return to college. The death of 
Bridget and the move of John Andrew to join Edward
loosened many of the ties that had bound the brothers to Ohio. This factor, in 
addition to Edward's disappointments in Missouri and Iowa, most likely influenced

John A. Creighton, 1831-1907. Taken 
circa 1870. (Courtesy St. Joseph 
Hospital Historical Society.)

their decision to move to Nebraska in 1856.
John A. Creighton arrived in Omaha as his brother was planning to depart for 

Dayton to get married. His first job was as a clerk in a wearing apparel store where 
it was reported that "his pleasant personality soon made him a popular merchant, 
and he was acquiring property before the year was out."12 John and brother Edward 
were always very close. John never acquired the renown that Edward gained for 
establishing the first transcontinental telegraph, but in some respects, he was more 
successful. His good fortunes were often linked to those of his brother, but 
independently he had many business interests, acquired much property and made 
investments which were often remarkably rewarding. At the time of the Colorado 
gold rush, he established an ox cart freighting business to Denver which was very 
risky but highly profitable. At Edward's request John helped with the construction

of the telegraph line to Salt Lake City and 
after its completion, went to the Fort 
Bridger, Wyoming, area to round up and 
sell all the stray cattle which had been 
attached to the various telegraph con
struction crews. With the money from 
this, he purchased a wagon train of mer
chandise which he sold to Brigham 
Young for $20,000. With that capital, he 
headed for Virginia City, Montana, with 
thirty-five wagons of merchandise. At 
that time this was one of the wildest 
cities in the West, surrounded by gold 
strikes, silver strikes and lawlessness. 
With his merchandise and capital, John 
saw a great opportunity and opened a 
store for the sale of miners' supplies. 
This proved as successful as any of his

The Creighton supply store in Virginia City, Montana, 1860's. (Courtesy Montana other Ventures 11 
Historical Society, Helena.)
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Intriguing stories are told about his experiences in Virginia City. A number of 
local murderers and robbers were flagrantly organized under the leadership of a Mr. 
Henry Plummer, who had gotten himself elected sheriff of the county. It has been 
estimated that this group of "road agents" committed as many as 100 murders. To 
deal with this situation, five men, including John Andrew, met and organized a 
vigilante committee. Once established, the committee increased rapidly and saw to 
it that serious offenders were brought to speedy trial. Some found guilty were 
executed, on one occasion three in one day. Over a two-year period, the situation 
was much improved, but at its start, the reform movement endured threats and 
other oppositions from gang members. It is recorded that on the evening of the day 
following the first hanging of a desperado, a Mr. W. T. Sanders, who later became 
the first senator from Montana, was in John Creighton's store. A friend of the just- 
deceased robber came in and his insulting language made it plain he was seeking the 
life of Mr. Sanders, who had been especially active in having the trial set up. Sanders 
remained cool, did not leave, made some comments in response, and the bandit 
drew his revolver. Meanwhile, John Creighton had not been idle. He immediately 
yelled the following (but using language the road agent understood more clearly), 
"I have the drop on you; Mr. Sanders is my guest, and I mean to protect him. Now, 
you leave this store -  right away!" The man put up his revolver and left.

Another encounter with road agents was the following. About midnight, 
John, who slept in the store, was awakened by loud knocking. "Who's there?" - No 
answer. "What do you want?" "We want the doctor." (a doctor who had been John 
Creighton's guest had fortunately left that evening on a sick call.) "The doctor isn't 
home. He's gone on a sick call." This reply was followed by some mutterings and 
finally more knocking after which a voice said, "Say, Creighton! We want to buy 
some whiskey." "Oh! I don't sell whiskey." There was more consultation outside 
which allowed John time to place two loaded, double-barrelled shotguns on the 
counter and get his revolver handy. "Creighton!" "What do you want?" "Say, 
Creighton, there's a feller out here as wants to pay you fer a sack of flour he got the 
other day." Came the reply -  "Yes? Well, now I tell you. A man that will come 
around at this hour of the night to pay a bill is honest and so I'll trust him until 
tomorrow. Good night!" After more muttering, the road agents mounted their

In one incident John A. was appointed a Colonel 
by General Thomas Meagher, then acting Governor 
of Montana Territory. The occasion followed an 
Indian uprising in the Yellowstone area. General 
Meagher called for 800 volunteers, and John Creigh
ton was appointed Colonel to serve as Commissary 
General. But the need for the Brigade disappeared 
before it was completely organized, and the Colonel 
was honorably discharged after a brief term of ser
vice.15

During his stay in Virginia City, John A. made 
many investments in mining interests which paid off 
later with very handsome returns. But in 1868 de
spite his good business in Virginia City, John decided 
it was time to return to Omaha and establish a family.

horses and rode away.14

John Creighton's wife, Sarah Emily 
Wareham, 1840-1888. (Courtesy St. 
Joseph Hospital Historical Society.)
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He had made occasional trips to Omaha during his Montana years and during one 
of these visits in 1863 he met Sarah Emily Wareham, the younger sister of Edward's 
wife, Mary Lucretia. She was a very pretty young lady. He was handsome. Mutual 
attraction developed into romance and eventually into plans for marriage.16

Perhaps one attraction John had for Sarah was a beard which he kept the rest 
of his life and which adds another interesting item in John Andrew's history. During 
his adventuresome years freighting and helping to build the telegraph line, he had 
many contacts with native Americans and often had to travel through what was then 
dangerous Indian territory. He noted that the smooth-faced Indians seemed to 
respect and be a little in awe of the white man who had a long beard, so he decided 
to grow one for himself. It was reported that the Indians came to regard him as a 
mystic.17

John and Sarah were married on June 9,1868. At this 
time he began a partnership in a grocery business. Two 
years later, he became senior member of a firm shipping 
merchandise to Corrine, Utah, where it was unloaded from 
the train and freighted to Montana. His former connections 
at Virginia City were still important and serving him well.

When brother Edward died in 1874, John A. was very 
helpful in settling the estate, receiving some inheritance 
himself. One of Edward's successful ventures had been the 
development of a cattle herd in western Nebraska, and following his death, the herd

was sold at private auction. John A., with the 
assistance of some friends, bought the herd for 
$75,000. They continued to manage the herd, 
and when the stock had been considerably 
increased on the open range and interest in the 
cattle industry was at its height, they sold the 
herd for $700,000. This involvement in cattle 
led him to become one of the chief organizers 
in the company which established the stock- 
yards in Omaha, eventually recognized as the 
largest in the world.18

Later in his life, John A. Creighton was a 
Vice President of the First National Bank, 
owned a large inter
est in the Omaha 
Street Railway Com
pany, and was Presi
dent of the Stock- 

yards National Bank and of the People's Savings Bank of 
Butte, Montana.19

John Creighton's success in acquiring a fortune was 
nicely balanced by his enthusiasm in giving it away. Sarah 
Emily and John had one child, a daughter Lucretia, "Lulu", 
born in 1869, who died just eleven months later. One may 
speculate that John's interest in founding a medical school 
and a hospital was influenced by the illness and early death 
of close family members. His father died when he was only

"Lulu", John and Sarah's only 
child, who died at 11 months 
of age. (Courtesy St. Joseph 
Hospital Historical Society.)

The John A. Creighton residence at 20th & Chicago, Omaha. It was 
demolished in 1966 to make way for Interstate construction.
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Omaha Daily Bee, February 1873.
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ten, his mother when he was twenty-two, his only child and his brother's only child 
in the first few years of life. His brother Edward died of a stroke at just fifty-four, and 
his wife Mary Lucretia died of dropsy less than two years later. John's wife, Sarah 
Emily, suffered several years from arthritis and died in 1888 at just forty-seven years 
of age.20

Before her death, Sarah, like her sister Mary, had become much involved in 
charity work. Because of her arthritis, she was not able to make frequent visits in 
person as Mary had, but it is reported that her friends would gather news of the 
needs of the poor and through them she would help as she could. She also took on 
special projects to fill the lonely days following the death of her loved ones. On some 
occasions, when there was a death or illness in an Omaha household, Sarah would 
quietly appear, express her sympathy and move about the house doing whatever 
needed to be done to get things in order. A very religious woman, she was a member 
of the choir at St. John's Church, donating two of the altars there in memory of her 
parents. She also directed other gifts toward Catholic churches around the city.

Sarah Emily took an active interest in Creighton University as well. On a visit 
to the school, she noticed that the Jesuit living quarters were primitive. She met with 
her husband and the Reverend Dowling, S.J., President, and together they arrived 
at a $13,000 gift to construct the south wing of the Administration Building, which 
provided improved quarters.21

Following her death, it was discovered 
that Sarah Emily had specified in her will that 
$50,000 be used to build a new St. Joseph 
Hospital. To this John Andrew added $150,000 
to make the new hospital a fitting tribute to his 
wife. Construction began and the cornerstone 
for the hospital was laid in 1890.22

For the rest of his life, John contributed 
princely amounts in charity, most of them 
never recorded, since many were spontane
ous and out-of-pocket. It is evident that he 
preferred to give away his wealth while he 
could see the immediate results. Among his 
better known donations was the convent he 
had constructed for the Poor Clare Nuns and 
a home for working girls. In addition to the 
building of the John A. Creighton Medical College, at the behest of the Omaha Bar, 
he added a Law School and eventually constructed a building which at one time 
housed the Law School, Pharmacy School and Dental School.23

On his 75th birthday, he gave a large party attended by many people, who were 
entertained by the Creighton band. Instead of receiving gifts, he announced another 
gift to Creighton University of $400,000 worth of real estate. On that occasion he was 
reported to have said, "I have one child, and that is Creighton University, and I think 
that since the early 80's, when it was founded by my brother Edward and his wife, 
it has grown into pretty lusty manhood." His gifts to Creighton University 
amounted to more than $2,000,000.24

A few months after this on Thursday, February 7,1907, John Andrew Creigh
ton died. The funeral from St. John's Church was described as massive. One of the 
pallbearers was William Jennings Bryan. Creighton students formed an honor

John A. Creighton, taken in Berlin, circa 1900.
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John Creighton's birthday party, 1907. At John Creighton's 75th birthday party, the Creighton 
University Band shows off its new uniforms, a gift from the 
Count.

The John A. Creighton funeral, 1907. One of 
the largest Omaha has seen.
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guard and a parallel memorial service was held in the Creighton Auditorium next 
to the church. More than 120 carriages formed the funeral procession. Three 
thousand persons filled the street when the hearse arrived.25

During his life John Creighton received special honors and international 
recognition for his generosity. Pope Leo XIII knighted him in the Order of St. 
Gregory and later elevated him to the rank of Papal Count in the Holy Roman 
Empire. From that date, his friends were pleased to refer to him as Count 
Creighton.26

In 1900 he was honored by the University of Notre Dame by presentation of the 
Laetare Medal. This medal is still on display in Creighton's Administration 
Building, a cherished possession of the University. An article on the significance of 
the award was written by Alvin Goeser in an issue of the Creighton magazine 
Shadows. The word Laetare means rejoice and is the name given the middle Sunday 
of Lent, when church members are encouraged to rejoice because Lent is half over. 
The medal was so named because on that Sunday the University of Notre Dame 
announced to whom the gift would be presented for that year. It was to be given to 
the most distinguished Catholic of the United States, be he poor or rich, a divine, a 
literateur, or of any other vocation so long as he had especially distinguished himself 
in Catholic service. The President of Notre Dame, Reverend A. Morrissey, came to 
Omaha to present the medal to John Creighton in a ceremony on May 1,1900. Two 
interesting details concerning the presentation were recorded. Anticipation of the 
ceremony had occasioned the installation of a permanent system of electric lights in 
that part of the Administration Building leading to a large room used as an 
entertainment hall. Also Father Rigge, who was present at the ceremony, reported

etery at 49th and Leavenworth Streets. It was said that before trees and buildings 
obscured the view, the tall Creighton family monument could be seen from the top 
floor of the Creighton Administration Building.28

Creighton Influence Continues
Since the Creighton brothers had much to do with the development of the city 

itself as well as our University, numerous reports and anecdotes exist, some of them 
perhaps apocryphal, about their adventures, attitudes, influence and achievements 
in developing or promoting various business, social and civic projects. For example, 
the Creighton name is tied to telegraphy rather than railroading, but the work in 
establishing the first transcontinental telegraph had much influence on the location

WvyiA*,*,xrs.w..
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... P r o g r a m ...

later that Count Creighton was a 
great socializer and raconteur but 
not comfortable addressing an au
dience. He had planned a modest 
response of "I thank you for the 
gift, gentlemen" and planned to 
give it eloquently, but half-way 
through his seven-word speech, 
he forgot the other half so took his 
seat. Nevertheless, the audience 
applauded vehemently.27

The remains of the Creigh
ton brothers and their wives now 
rest in the Holy Sepulchre Cem-
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of the first transcontinental railroad, and the strength and 
location of the Union Pacific and connecting lines owes much 
to the Creightons' efforts.

Creighton's name was carried to war in a special way. In 
March 1945 a 455-foot armed cargo vessel was launched and 
christened the S. S. Creighton Victory. The principal speaker at 
the christening in Portland, Oregon, was a Medical School 
graduate, James P. Foley (M.D. 1932), who read this message 
from the University President, Thomas Bowdern, S.J.:

The Creighton University sponsors with pride 
the good ship S. S. Creighton Victory. If we 
deserve this honor, we acknowledge that it has 
been earned for us by the 2,600 Creighton men 
and women in the armed forces. In gratitude to 
them, we dedicate this ship to them, especially 
to the 100 gold stars who have died that we 
might live.

Its maiden voyage was delivering war materials to the Philippines, and it continued 
many voyages around the Pacific and to Europe before being mothballed with other 
victory ships after the Korean Conflict.29

In addition to the Creighton brothers, many friends and relatives came to 
Omaha because of the brothers' influence, and in various ways contributed to the 
development and progress of Omaha and the University. One of the more illustri
ous or at least better known was cousin James "Long Jim" Creighton who worked 
closely with both Edward and John in 
construction of the telegraph line. He was 
appointed to the first city council when 
Omaha was incorporated and was re
elected a number of terms. He was also a 
member of the state legislature of 1877 
and was named a tru stee of the Creighton 
College Endowment. In 1882 the mayor 
appointed him Chairman of the first Board 
of Public Works, and it was under his 
direction that Omaha first "laid in streets"
(evidently with brick).30

There is no question that the Creigh
ton brothers were stalwart and handled 
themselves well in sometimes dangerous 
situations. Their age, however, generated 
many fictionalized stories of the wild west.
One of Zane Grey's popular books was 
Western Union. The hero of the story was 
invented, but the Creightons are identi
fied by name and are very important fig
ures in the book. In Zane Grey's version,

James Creighton, cousin to Edward and John
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they were larger than life, fighting Indians and prairie fires and described as 
"cheerful and patient" but "indefatigable and indomitable."31

Every February the University identifies a special Founder's Week to honor 
the Creightons. Their spirit lives on, and the best summary of our beginnings can 
be found in the words of our current University President, Michael Morrison, S.J., 
who wrote the following in recognition of Founder's Week in 1991:

From their humble beginnings in Ohio, Edward and John 
emerged as people of courage and vision who had a profound effect 
on nearly every aspect of economic, political and cultural life in the 
Great Plains.

When others viewed the land between the Missouri River and 
California as a wilderness separating the coasts, Edward and John 
envisioned telegraphs and railroads which would unite the country.

Where others saw a vast wasteland, the Creighton brothers 
saw cattle ranches, livestock industries and trade routes.

Others saw Omaha as a struggling frontier town. The 
Creightons determined to make it a thriving city. They helped 
develop healthy commerce, led efforts to make Omaha a 
communications and transportation center and encouraged 
churches, schools and other cultural advantages. In a time when 
ignorance was commonplace and schooling not always considered 
a virtue, Edward Creighton dreamed of a University. Mary Lucretia 
Creighton made it a reality.

Creighton's founders not only dared to dream, they worked 
tirelessly to realize those dreams. In doing so, they were guided by 
a strong faith in God, a commitment to excellence, a compassionate 
sense of service to humanity and a bright belief in the future.

Today, Creighton pursues her mission, guided by these same 
tenets. The Jesuit tradition of excellence in education, which John 
Creighton insisted upon, is being continued. Our graduates, 
scattered around the globe, are educated academically and 
spiritually.

Our students follow the example of Mary Lucretia Creighton 
in their service to the poor and underprivileged. Their service trips 
to Louisiana and Appalachia, the ILAC Program in the Dominican 
Republic and the many people served by our Dental and Medical 
clinics are but a few examples. Life on the frontier was difficult. We 
admire the Creightons for their steadfast faith, their work ethic and 
their resiliency in the face of adversity and personal loss. Life today 
is no less difficult as we, as individuals and a nation, face increasingly 
complex, often frightening, choices. Following the example and 
values of those who have gone before us can often make those 
choices easier.32
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Chapter III

St Joseph ’s Hospital -  Our Close Associate

The Sisters of Mercy Begin
The history of St. Joseph's Memorial Hospital is inextricably bound to the 

history of the Creighton Medical School. Whether it is named St. Joseph's Mercy 
Hospital Creighton Memorial St. Joseph's Hospital, AMI St. Joseph Hospital or just 
"St. Joe's" the close bonds between the hospital and the medical school have existed 
since the inception of the Creighton Medical College in 1892. But the hospital 
predates the medical school by a good twenty-two years, twenty-two eventful 
formative years for Omaha medicine. As Michael P. Dowling, S.J., one of the earliest 
and most highly regarded Presidents of Creighton University, stated, "On its own 
account, as well as because of its close connection with Creighton Medical College, 
St. Joseph's Hospital deserves more than passing notice."1

The general conditions of hospitals and nursing in the last half of the 19th 
century were hardly better than those of medical education and the practice of 
medicine. In the public mind, hospitals were places for paupers to go to die. If one 
had money or family or both, it was considered proper to either be nursed to health 
or allowed to die at home. Further, the existence of public "pest houses" tended to 
confirm this ingrained prejudice. These institutions, where nurses were inmates or 
paupers themselves seemed to exist first as places of confinement, and secondly as 
givers of medical attention.

However, hospitals in the more modern sense were beginning to be recog
nized as necessities for growing cities. Surgical procedures were becoming more 
commonplace, anesthesia was now available, and such procedures were best 
carried out where equipment and assistants were readily available. In a mobile 
population, which describes much of the United States of that time, many single or 
transient individuals had no family to care for them. Serious accidents requiring 
emergency care were also common.

Secular hospitals were in poor condition nationwide and some of the public 
attitude of revulsion and contempt was justified. But one very important factor in 
the regeneration of hospital nursing, and therefore in the reshaping of public 
attitudes towards hospitals was the entrance of the Irish Catholic orders of nuns, 
particularly the Sisters of Mercy, on the American medical scene.2

The Sisters of Mercy had initially come to Omaha at the behest of the Rt. Rev. 
James M. O'Gorman, Bishop of Nebraska. Bishop O'Gorman sent for the Sisters 
chiefly to fill the void of teachers in his plan to establish parochial schools in Omaha. 
Arriving in Nebraska in October 1864 after a wearying journey from their motherhouse 
in New Hampshire, seven Sisters of Mercy set about establishing a school, but also 
saw an immediate need for better medical care for many of the people. They 
therefore began nursing the sick and dying in their Omaha homes.

The city of Omaha was changing and growing rapidly. It had grown from a 
mere outpost, a stop-off and supply post for points west, to a full-fledged city, soon 
to have industries booming. The population in 1860 was 1,861; by 1870 it had 
mounted to 16,083.3 Many of these newcomers were Irish Catholics who had come 
West as employees of the thriving Union Pacific Railroad, and were in need of 
medical as well as spiritual ministering. Furthermore, not even considered in these 
population figures were the great numbers of pioneers, miners and drifters who 
were simply passing through the "Gate City of the West," as Omaha was being 
called. These people frequently required medical attention as well.
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Thus, as of 1870, the city of Omaha was very much 
in need of a good hospital. In 1866 Dr. Samuel David 
Mercer had built Omaha's first hospital, the American 
Surgical Institute, 162 Harney Street, but it burned down 
after a short time.4 (It was evidently reconstructed some
time in the 1870's.) Records mention a second hospital,
The Good Samaritan at 23rd & Webster Streets, a six- 
room building, also called Ladies' Hospital and sup
ported totally by charity, which also burned.5 One source 
confirms the existence of the Omaha Barracks Hospital, 
an Army facility three miles outside the city limits, ready 
for occupancy in 1869, but possibly too remote to facilitate 
urban usage,6 or it may have had a restricted admission 
policy.

Bishop O'Gorman considered all of these factors 
when he again appealed to the Sisters of Mercy. He 
commissioned them to build and operate a hospital in 
Omaha, and the Sisters accepted the challenge. And challenge it was!

The Sisters had no funds of their own with which to accomplish their assigned 
task. Bishop O'Gorman solved the initial problem of a building site by donating a 
church-held lot at 12th & Mason Streets, (a site now occupied by part of the main 
Omaha Post Office.)7 This left them to acquire funds for building and initial 
operation.

It was determined that at least $10,000 was needed to begin. To acquire this 
money, Bishop O'Gorman sent the nuns across the state of Nebraska by rail to solicit 
funds. Mother M. Joseph and Sister M. Evangelist visited camps and towns all along 
the route of the Union Pacific during early 1870. Apparently, this method of 
financial attainment was not unusual, for it is noted that "the Catholic sisters -  in 
almost every territory and state in which they worked- were forced to go on begging 
missions. They also prayed for miracles."8

This particular begging mission was a success, for the Sisters returned with 
$12,000, enough to begin their enterprise. A simple frame structure of two wards 
and ten rooms, with a total of twenty-eight beds, was constructed and officially 
opened and blessed on September 24,1870. Although it was "incorporated as St. 
Joseph's Mercy Hospital, Omaha records and people commonly designated it as 
Mercy Hospital."9 Omaha's oldest hospital was ready.10 An ironic story told about 
its beginning is that one of the first recorded donors, an Irish laborer in North Platte 
giving $2.00, was himself admitted into the new hospital only months later, 
penniless and dying.11

Money Problems and The Lottery King
There were continuing financial difficulties, however. The contractor, a Tho

mas O'Grady, had severely underestimated construction costs so that the Sisters 
were forced to take a mortgage. Furthermore, the large percentage of charity cases 
handled at the new institution made solvency frequently impossible. A newspaper 
of the day noted:

AMERICAN SURGICAL INSTITUTE,
1 92  H arn ey  8 k ,  O m ah a, N ob.

Early Omaha hospital which preceded St. Joseph's. Taken 
from Omaha World Herald, July 1876.
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The Sisters are overwhelmed with applications for admission, while 
their resources, just now, are so meagre that it is a problem of no mean 
proportions to make both ends meet. But a very small number of their 
patients pay their way, and it is positively necessary that those who do, 
shall support the dozens of those who are unable to recompense the 
Sisters for their care and labor.12

The nuns continued to pray, and an effective, if slightly questionable, answer 
to their prayers appeared in the person of James Monroe Pattee. Mr. Pattee, 
nicknamed The Lottery King, came to Omaha in 1870 and immediately set up, in 
partnership with a Dr. J. W. B. Gardiner, a physician on the hospital staff, (and 
coincidentally, the holder of the hospital mortgage13), a system of raffle lotteries. 
These were to benefit local organizations, including the public library, an orphanage 
and Mercy Hospital, but many were of the opinion they benefitted Mr. Pattee 
himself a bit too handsomely.

A series of small lotteries were held monthly. Some small prizes were 
distributed fairly, but apparently any prize of substance was won by someone with 
a connection to the Pattee-Gardiner organization. The grand finale of the series, 
scheduled for January 30,1872, was to award the Redick Opera House, valued at 
$50,000, to the grand prize winner. When the time came, a St. Louis man with Pattee 
connections won, came to Omaha to claim his prize and "sold" it back to Pattee, who 
then deeded it to his wife. Omahans were so infuriated they passed laws forbidding 
such enterprises for nearly 100 years!14

Whatever else may be said of The Lottery King, James Monroe Pattee was 
generous to the charities he befriended. The Sisters listed contributions to the 
hospital by Mr. Pattee totaling $8,100, a goodly sum by the standards of the day, and 
enough to enable the Sisters to liquidate their indebtedness and be on a firm financial 
footing, at least for awhile. However shady his dealings, Mr. Pattee was responsible 
for the continued existence of St. Joseph's Mercy Hospital at this point.

Another vehicle used by the Sisters to raise capital was that of the public fair. 
Begun in the 1870's, the fairs increased in magnitude, grandeur and social status in 
later years. But even one early fair in October 1874 netted the Hospital over $1,200 
and generated much favorable publicity.15

Early Hospital Operations
The connection between the hospital and the Union Pacific Railroad began the 

very month the hospital opened, and proved beneficial to both. One of the 
underlying motivations for Bishop O'Gorman's instigation of a hospital was the 
large number of Irish Catholics coming West as employees of the Union Pacific. 
Once the hospital was open, the Union Pacific contracted to have a hospital ward set 
aside for use by its employees. In return, the U.P. paid the Sisters $5.00 per week for 
each person hospitalized, and $1.00 per week for each bed reserved but not 
occupied.16 The Railroad was assured treatment facilities for its employees, and the 
Sisters were assured some fixed income, however meager by today's standards.

Early hospital operations were extremely primitive when measured by today's 
yardstick. Dr. George M. Miller, editor of the Weekly Herald and a leading citizen of 
the day, described his visit to St. Joseph's Mercy Hospital on June 18,1874: He said 
that the hospital consisted of 14 rooms (one male general ward, one female general 
ward, a surgical ward, a special ward, five private rooms and five rooms for the
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Sisters). A cot in the general ward cost $7.00 per week, a private room and "special 
attention" cost $15.00 per week. The charges provided for board, nursing, medical 
treatment, medicine and washing.17 There were four attending physicians, and 
anything other than actual doctoring was accomplished by a very small group of 
Sisters (usually four to six). This included administration, nursing, cooking, 
cleaning, fund-raising and food growing. The annual operating budget was about 
$15,000 per year, and the average number of annual admissions during the first few 
years of hospital operation was 150.18

An Orderly Change and Creighton Involvement
Omaha continued to grow. By 1880 the population had reached 30,518,19 

almost double that of 1870 when Mercy Hospital had opened its doors. This 
population boom caused crowding and a shortage of Sisters in the hospital. It also 
caused a corresponding shortage of Sisters of Mercy to teach in the parochial schools 
which they had continued to staff concurrently with operating the Hospital. Faced 
with a curtailment of either teaching or nursing, Bishop O'Connor suggested the 
Sisters continue teaching and sell the hospital. According to one source, a language 
problem prompted this decision. The Sisters of Mercy spoke English; the Sisters of 
St. Francis Seraph, a German order about to come to Omaha, did not -  at least not 
well enough to teach.20 It was officially decided by a vote of the Mercy Sisters, in 
February 1880, to sell St. Joseph's Mercy Hospital.

The next chapter of St. Joseph's history was contingent, as is much of the 
human story, on chance (or perhaps Providence). In 1878 Mother Teresa Bonzel, 
Foundress of the Order of the Poor Sisters of St. Francis Seraph, made her first visit 
to Nebraska and determined that the community of Columbus, Nebraska, would 
make a suitable site for a hospital administered by her Order. In 1879 she dispatched 
two Sisters to Nebraska to solicit funds for the proposed Columbus institution, to be 
called St. Mary's Hospital. Traveling within a 100-mile radius of Columbus, the 
Sisters came to Omaha. Calling door-to-door for contributions, they happened onto 
the John A. Creighton residence. John Creighton invited them into his home, served 
refreshments, listened to their mission, and gave them a check for $1,000. Probably 
privy to the impending decision by the Sisters of Mercy to sell St. Joseph's Mercy 
Hospital by virtue of his status within the community and the Church, he further 
suggested to them that they consider establishing a branch operation in Omaha.

There soon followed an official invi
tation from the Bishop to purchase 
St.Joseph's Mercy Hospital and op
erate it. The Sisters of St. Francis 
Seraph accepted.

Four Franciscan nuns arrived 
in Omaha on April 17, 1880, and 
officially took up management of 
the hospital from the Sisters of Mercy. 
Fifteen months later the Sisters le
gally incorporated under the name 
The Franciscan Sisterhood of Ne
braska, in order to legally acquire

St. Joseph's Hospital, 12th & Mason, showing 1882 addition 
on left. John Creighton is standing near the gate. Today this 
is the site of the main Omaha Post Office. (Courtesy St.
Joseph Hospital Historical Society.)
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John A. Creighton. (Courtesy St. 
Joseph Hospital Historical Society.)

property. They then formally purchased the hospital for $4,000, and it became 
simply St. Joseph's Hospital.21

The chance meeting between the Sisters of St. Francis and John A. Creighton 
was the beginning of an association that would last Creighton's lifetime and well 
beyond, and would result in over three-quarters of a million dollars in philanthropy 
from the Creightons to St. Joseph's Hospital. Meanwhile, the city of Omaha 
continued to grow, and the hospital needed to do 
likewise. The Sisters planned for an addition in 1882.

John and Sarah Creighton began their ever- 
increasing involvement with the hospital by donat
ing a lot adjacent to the existing structure for expan
sion purposes. There were no funds available for 
building, however, so, with a healthy starter check 
from the Creightons, the Sisters again went house-to- 
house and also on the railroad, soliciting funds.

Again their efforts met with success. The addi
tion, completed in September 1882 at a cost of $14,157, 
consisted of a basement with the nun's dining hall, 
the boiler and laundry; a first floor with reception 
parlor, pharmacy, five private rooms and two twelve- 
bed wards; and a second floor with nun's dorm, 
chapel, operating room, two more twelve-bed wards 
and five more private rooms. Most of the private
rooms were furnished by wealthy patrons, including one each by John and Sarah 
Creighton. The hospital capacity was now 100 beds and the "staff", other than 
doctors, consisted of fourteen Sisters.22

Finances continued to be tight. The Sisters had taken a loan of about $7,000 to 
complete the 1882 addition. Patients who were able paid only $5.00 per week in

wards and $10.00 per week in private rooms; further 
"fully 50% of all patients admitted were charity 
cases."23 In 1881 the Nebraska School of Medicine, a 
next-door neighbor at 12th & Pacific, was granted 
teaching privileges at the hospital, but this generated 
no revenue. Furthermore, the Sisters continued civic 
charitable nursing work, such as their involvement 
in the January 1882 outbreak of smallpox. Three 
Franciscans served at a county contagion epidemic 
hospital without pay, and received public commen
dation and appreciation for this.24 The City Council 
attempted to remunerate the Sisters, but Bishop 
O'Connor refused to allow them to accept money 
from a government source.25 All of these activities 
built public good will for the hospital, but did not

,hton. (Courtesy st. helP their f™ances. Typical of the period are ac-
listoricai Society.) counts for the year 1885:

Indebtedness
Receipts
Expenses

$ 5,057.09 
$15,057.88 
$15,114.97 26
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A continued source of revenue was the annual public fairs, mentioned earlier. 
The tremendous good will generated by the hospital's charity work was turned to 
good advantage by the local press at fair time. The fairs were always given "good 
play" in current newspapers. Businesses, individuals and parishes increasingly 
competed to donate the most lavish raffle items, and then buy them back, or to set 
up the finest display booths. Newspapers carried detailed accounts of items to be 
raffled and of civic personages involved. For example, one of the most lucrative 
fairs, netting about $8,000, was held in October, 1888. The Omaha Bee noted that one 
of the committee managing the fair was J. A. Creighton, and that among the many 
raffle items were a lady's gold watch, a road cart, a gold chalice, a gold-headed cane, 
and a silver water pitcher with cups.27 Apparently, a colorful twist to the raffles was 
that by buying a chance, the purchaser got one vote in a contest awarding the raffle 
prizes to certain categories of people -  for example, most popular saloonkeeper or 
most popular newspaper reporter. The fairs became important social events, 
attended by all strata of society, and a boost to the annual hospital budget.

The Creightons, John and Sarah, were becoming increasingly philanthropic. 
Sarah in particular had always been interested in charitable endeavors but seemed 
to be galvanized into greater involvement with the death of her only child, Lulu, an 
infant of less than one year, in April 1870. Her pet project came to be St. Joseph's 
Hospital. Seeing that Omaha had again had a population surge (by 1885, Omaha's 
population was 61,825, almost double that of 188028), and that the hospital was 
bursting at the seams, with patients at times overflowing onto hallway cots, Sarah 
Creighton developed a plan.

Deciding that an entirely new location 
was necessary for the hospital, the Creightons 
began acquiring land at 10th & Castelar Streets.
Christmas 1887 found the Creightons giving a 
rather unusual gift to the Franciscan Sisters: 
four lots, valued at $15,000, on the Northeast 
corner of 10th & Castelar, earmarked for con
struction of a new hospital.

On September 30, 1888, Sarah Emily 
Creighton died at age 47. Her will bequeathed 
$50,000 for the construction of a new hospital.
Sarah's death seemed to have the same heart
breaking effect on John Creighton as Lulu's 
death had had on Sarah earlier. Knowing of 
Sarah's devotion to St. Joseph's and the Sis
ters, John donated another $150,000 towards
the cost of the new hospital, giving the Sisters a total of $200,000 and the necessary 
land. This was enough to build a fitting memorial to the memory of his beloved wife. 
The name of the hospital was to be Creighton Memorial St. Joseph's Hospital, in her 
honor.

The cornerstone of the new hospital was laid on November 23,1890, in front 
of an estimated 5,000 people. A five-block parade, the Union Pacific marching band 
and seven carriages full of dignitaries and church officials were brought out for the 
event.29 The structure was completed and ready for occupancy on June 13,1892. 
Costing $156,591.38, it was all brick, and included sixteen wards and seventy-two 
private rooms, providing accommodations for 300 patients. The building formed

New St. Joseph's Hospital at 10th & Castelar, taken 1893.
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three sides of a square, the front length of 200 feet and wings extending eastward of 
150 feet each.30 Much was made of the location, also, having "beauty of appearance 
and healthfulness of situation", with " . . .  a magnificent view " and "perfect drainage 
for the building and immediate vicinity." "Indeed the site is peculiarly suitable for 
its purposes." 31

John Creighton poured not only money into St. Joseph's Hospital, but true 
devotion as well. In the years following his wife's death, he maintained a suite of 
rooms on the ground floor of the hospital near the chapel, and sometimes spent days 
at a time in residence at the hospital. When not in residence there, he would arrive 
every Sunday like clockwork for visits to the sick, as "Dr. Creighton." In this guise 
he would prescribe Buttermilk Pills, actually large expensive chocolate candies, to 
the patients, and talk and joke with them about dosages. He began this practice 
shortly after his beloved Sarah's death and continued it until shortly before his own.

A humorous story related by the hospital's historian, Francis J. Bath, also 
concerns Creighton's Sunday visits. The Sister in charge of admitting visitors, Sister 
Dolorosa, was teased by Creighton every Sunday. He would walk over to the Poor 
Box, and attempting to drop a large $20 gold piece into the too-small slot, would turn 
to Sister and say, "Too bad, Sister, too bad!" and repocket the coin. One Sunday, after 
many repeat performances, to his great surprise the coin dropped right in. Sister 
Dolorosa, with the aid of enlarging tools, got the last laugh and the $20 gold piece 
for the poor as well.32

Identified as the Creighton Room in the Hospital, which may 
have been where John stayed when in residence.

Identified as a room at St. Joseph's donated by the Hanlon 
family.
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Chapter IV

Early Years, 1892-1910

As the end of the 20th century approaches, the Creighton University School of 
Medicine celebrates its 100th anniversary. It is a first-class Medical School with a 
world-wide reputation and thousands of graduates who are respected leaders in the 
medical field. How did it start?

The year 1891 and the early part of 1892 found John Creighton considering the 
advisability of founding a medical college. Deeply involved in philanthropy, 
having helped found and fund Creighton University and build a new Creighton 
Memorial St. Joseph's Hospital, he now decided to try his hand at a medical school.

Why a medical school, and what motivated John Creighton in this direction? 
Some suggest that he wanted simply to use his great fortune to help alleviate the 
sufferings of his fellow man and saw the advancement of medical science as the best 
means to do this.

Hardened by the inexorable demands of the frontier in Nebraska, 
Wyoming and Montana, having survived brushes with desperados 
and gunslingers, he, John Creighton, was essentially a soft-hearted 
man, easily moved at the sight of poverty and physical suffering, 
evils he could attack through his substantial fortune.1

Dr. DeWitt Clinton Bryant, who, along with Creighton was one of the school's 
original organizers and later served as its Dean, indicates that Creighton had been 
deeply interested in medicine all his life, and that having finally built and equipped 
the new St. Joseph's Hospital as a memorial to his wife, he now desired to build a 
medical college "as a monument to himself."2 A Creighton University Self-Study 
report of 1977 states a popular belief that Creighton founded a medical college to 
help poor young Catholics gain a medical education.3

Any or all of these probably played a role in 
influencing John Creighton's decision to found a 
medical school. It appears likely that also influencing 
him in this direction was his friend, Dr. William J. 
Galbraith. Dr. Galbraith had been Chief Surgeon of 
the Union Pacific Railroad and a member of the 
Omaha Medical College since 1887. It will be remem
bered that Omaha physicians in general were quite a 
contentious lot and tended to form and reform into 
rival factions. Apparently Dr. Galbraith came to 
some disagreement with the faculty and Board of the 
Omaha Medical College. As a result, he not only 
resigned from the faculty but also encouraged other 
friends on the faculty to do likewise. It is widely 
believed that he then helped convince John Creigh

ton to found a new medical college in competition, so to speak, with his former 
employer.4

In the spring of 1892, John Creighton met with Dr. Patrick S. Keogh (later to 
become the first Dean), Dr. Galbraith, Dr. DeWitt C. Bryant and the President of 
Creighton University, Father James F. X. Hoeffer, to determine the feasibility of 
going ahead with a new medical college. A source reported:

Dr. William J. Galbraith, one of the 
organizers.
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He emphasized the fact that he wanted the college to be one of the 
best medical schools in the whole country, and that the equipment 
should be up to date and of the very best for all of which he was not 
only willing but eager to supply the funds.. . .  As no voice from a 
'doubtful Thomas' in our group was heard, plans were immedi
ately adopted for selecting a faculty and assigning to each member 
some branch of medicine which he should prepare himself to teach 
as well as possible, in the short time before the opening of the 
school.5

Organization
Accordingly, the Creighton University Board of Trustees, on May 30,1892, 

created The John A. Creighton Medical College as a medical department of the 
Creighton University. The search for potential faculty was continued, and at its 
meeting of June 15,1892, the Board of Trustees appointed the Board of Regents and 
the first faculty of the school.

Sometime between early spring and the incorporation of the college, John 
Creighton negotiated an agreement that was to have long-lasting effects and that 
went a long way toward assuring quality medical education for his new school. It 
also must have pleased Dr. W. J. Galbraith. Creighton arranged with Sister M. 
Xaveria, Superior of St. Joseph's Hospital, that" all clinical material and advantages 
of the Hospital were reserved in perpetuity for the exclusive use of the Faculty and 
students of the John A. Creighton Medical School".6

This meant, first and foremost, that the all-important element of clinical 
education would be available to medical students in Creighton's new institu tion. It 
also meant that the Omaha Medical College was left out in the cold, with St. Joseph's 
no longer permitting Omaha Medical students access to their former primary 
clinical facility.

Also pleased with the situation for his own reasons was Father Hoeffer, 
President of Creighton University. He wrote to a fellow Jesuit in April 1892:

At present it is of paramount importance to secure the principle 
factor of a Medical College, the Hospital. Thus the most important 
department of the Medical College will be opened, and in that 
respect, we will have an advantage which Georgetown is begging 
for.7

Financial Obstacles
John Creighton also entered into an agreement whereby the old St. Joseph's 

Hospital building, at 12th & Mason, could be used for medical classes until a more 
permanent facility could be arranged. Creighton apparently intended to begin 
building a new facility for the medical college immediately, but the financial 
depression beginning in 1892 postponed these plans.

Creighton University in the 1890's was in financial difficulty. In fact, several 
sources point out that this time period saw a true questioning of the institution's 
continued existence: "Progress in the mid-1890's was impossible; it was not a 
question of progress; it was a question of survival."8 Creighton himself was not
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immune to financial reversals and was there
fore unable to assist either the University or 
the Medical College during this time. There
fore, the choice of a beginning date for the 
founding of the John A. Creighton College of 
Medicine was not auspicious from a financial 
point of view.

Nevertheless, the temporary facility at 
12th & Mason was hastily remodeled, and the 
first session of the school began September 27, 
1892. The first group of matriculates for the 
1892-93 school term numbered 33, including 
one Miss Kate Drake.9

As Dr. DeWitt C. Bryant notes, ''Although 
the building itself was old and somewhat 
dilapidated, the outfit for teaching was of the 
most modern and the best."10 On the first floor 

were a lecture room, reception room, operating room and free dispensary. The 
second floor consisted of an operative surgery room, bacteriology and pathology 
laboratory and dissecting room.

The course of study was three years, this first year beginning September 27, 
1892, and ending March 30, 1893. Each weekday was to consist of five didactic 
lectures and one or more clinical lectures, most of the latter conducted at St. Joseph's 
Hospital. Mention is made several times in the first catalog, 1892-93, of the 
tremendous benefits afforded by having St. Joseph available for use by students. 
One such statement asserts: "The clinical advantages of this College are greater than 
those of any other school in the West, as the faculty of this College have the exclusive 
use of the new St. Joseph's Hospital."11 (Words worthy of Dr. Galbraith himself, if 
unflattering to Omaha Medical College.)

Faculty
The Board of Regents consisted of Rev. James F. X. Hoeffer, President of 

Creighton University; Dr. Patrick S. Keogh, Dean of the Faculty (also Professor of 
OB/GYN); Dr. DeWitt C. Bryant, Secretary (also Professor of Ophthamology and 
Otology); and Dr. W.J. Galbraith, Treasurer (also Professor of Principles and 
Practices of Surgery and Clinical Surgery). In addition to these faculty members 
(Father Hoeffer was an active faculty member, lecturing on Medical Jurisprudence), 
the rest of the faculty consisted of: A.W. Riley, Principles and Practice of Medicine; 
Paul Grossman, Professor of Clinical Medicine; B.F. Crummer, Professor of Physi
ology and Diseases of Children; H.P. Jensen, Professor of Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics; J.P. Lord, Professor of Anatomy; J.H. Peabody, Professor of Military 
Surgery; W.S. Robinson, Professor of Chemistry and Toxicology (and the only non
physician on the first faculty, holding an M.A.); H.L. Burrell, Lecturer on Rhynology 
and Laryngology and Assistant to the Chair of Ophthalmology; S.K. Spaulding, 
Lecturer on Diseases of the Mind and Nervous System; W.R. Martin, Lecturer on 
Histology, Pathology and Bacteriology; C. Rosewater, Lecturer on Electro-Thera
peutics and Assistant to the Chair of Materia Medica; F. E. Coulter, Demonstrator of 
Anatomy and Assistant to the Chief of Anatomy; W.M. Barritt, Assistant to the Chair 
of the Practice of Medicine; J.D. Peabody, Assistant to the Chair of Surgery; G.H.

Old St. Joseph's Hospital, 12th & Mason, converted to first John A. 
Creighton Medical College Building. Note serious undermining, evidently 
from erosion.
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New St. Joseph's Hospital, South 10th Street, showing 
chapel addition on left. (Courtesy St. Joseph Hospital 
Historical Society.)

From the Journal o f the American Medical Association, May 12, 
1894. A little cocaine to lift the spirit.

M k \ \ \ m
• O P P O S E  "to PA\H.

Clives Desired Results In th e Crises of Locomotor Ataxia, Neuralgia, 
Sciatica, Rheumatism, Pneumonia, M enstrual Neuroses, Typhoid and

NO DRUG HABIT INDUCED-NO TOXIC EFFECT
e doctor had t hn highest and best right

4* the genuine dnig'dnd
°  knows equally well It cannot Ite auoeoaiifullyrioH9. Imitated. —Courier of Medicine.

From the Journal o f the American Medical Association, 
March 10,1894.

Colum bia

N EB.

From the John A. Creighton Senior Annual, 
1904.
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Brash, Assistant to the Chair of Physiology; and George Tilden, Consulting Physi
cian to St. Joseph Hospital.

Entrance requirements were a great deal less complex than they were to 
become. The very first catalog of the school states:

In accordance with the medical law of Nebraska and the recom
mendation of the American Medical Association, preliminary ex
amination is required as a condition for admission. This is for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether the candidate can profitably pur
sue the technical study of medicine, and of preventing those not 
qualified from wasting time and money. The applicant will be 
examined upon the ordinary branches of an English education.12

Even this meager requirement was not necessary if the applicant was a college or 
even a high school graduate, or held a teacher's certificate.

Course of Study
The curriculum included courses covering principles and practice of surgery, 

theory and practice of medicine, military surgery ("particular attention will be given 
to the primary care of gunshot wounds"),13 eye and ear (with weekly clinic at St. 
Joseph's) and throat and nose (also one weekly clinic). Obstetrics was thoroughly 
covered, with an operative course conducted "upon the manikin," and " a fresh 
foetus...employed in order to accustom the student to feel and recognize the 
different sutures and fontanelles."14 Also included were "Gynaecology", with 
"unusual facilities for demonstrating to the class many details in gynaecological 
practice and surgery,"15 Anatomy, Practical Anatomy (with dissections commenc
ing November 1), Chemistry and Toxicology, (3 years of lecture and lab), and 
Physiology (illustrated by vivisections). Rounding out the curriculum was course 
work in Materia Medica and Therapeutics, Diseases of Children (with clinics),
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Diseases of the Nervous System, Medical Juris
prudence, Histology, Pathology and Bacteriol
ogy, and finally Electro-therapeutics, "the sci
ence of electricity in its application as a thera
peutic agent."16

The requirements for graduation were 
fairly rigorous by the standards of the day. The 
candidate had to be at least 21 and of good 
moral character; he must have studied medi
cine for 3 years, meaning 3 full courses of lec
tures of 6 months each, the last year of which 
must have been at Creighton; he must have at 
least 2 terms of clinical instruction and have 
completed practical anatomy; he must make 
proper notification and payments; and he must 
undergo full and satisfactory written or oral 
examination in each branch taught in the Col
lege.17

WACP*<SHTOKMEDJC*tCo

o 1 ?

O O L E - M c K A Y  G O .

. Uote, Present W. McKay, One's *

ytiuSiinifirs «fiu LiC8i»SB« CmPfliiuvrs

The Successful 
Doctor

LOOKS HEALTHY

DRIVES A 6000  HORSE ' _____ _____

Owns a Drummond Buggy 

Drummond Depot Wagon

Drummond Carriage Co., ISM and Harney Streets
O M A H A . NEBRASKA

From the Creighton Medical College Bulletin, April 
1904.

Tuition
What did all of this cost the student? 

Exclusive of a one-time matriculation fee 
of $5.00 and a graduation fee of $25.00, the 
grand total of tuition and fees for 1892 was 
$65.00. This included a $45.00 general 
ticket for all lectures, a $10.00 hospital 
ticket, a $5.00 dissecting ticket and a $5.00 
laboratory ticket. In addition, if at the end 
of the term a student wrote the best exam 
in any of four departments, he or she 
could win an "appropriate and useful 
prize."18 Also, the catalog assures the 
prospective student that "good board 
and lodging can be obtained at from $3.50 
to $5.00 per week."19

Thus was launched the John A. 
Creighton College of Medicine, but its 
prospects for the future were gloomy. 
From a financial point of view, the timing 
was precarious. Yet despite the financial 
struggle for existence, the John A. Creigh
ton Medical College more than held its 
own from the start, and showed rather 
surprisingly healthy tendencies.

Developments
During the first decade, the faculty increased from an 1892 start of 20 (19 of 

whom were M.D/s) to more than double that ( a total of 41 for the 1900-1901 school 
year), then increased and stayed around 50 through 1910. The increase came
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primarily in the areas of basic sciences and in areas of specialization such as 
Dermatology, Oral Surgery and Genito-Urinary Diseases.

A corresponding increase in stu
dent enrollment occurred as well. 
From the 33 matriculates of 1892, we 
see a steady increase to 136 in the 
1899-1900 enrollment roster. Of 
these, 18 were women. The fresh
man class of 1899, in fact, consisted 
of 9 women of a total of 40 students 
(23%). The catalog for this school 
year does take pains to state that 
"men and women are admitted on 
the same terms."20 By the 1910 
school year, 188 students were en
rolled.

During this early period, slight variations in entrance requirements are found. 
In the second year of operation, the 1893-94 school term, to be admitted without an 
entrance exam, in addition to a high school or college diploma or a teacher's 
certificate, the student must have a reputable physician write a certificate attesting 
to his good moral character. Beginning in the 1896-97 school term, as per the 
Association of American Medical College rules, certain categories of students could 
now be admitted with advanced standing. These included college graduates who 
had taken college level Biology and Chemistry courses, and all graduates of 
recognized schools of Homeopathy, Eclectic Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy and 
Veterinary Science.

Beginning with the 1905 school term, 
a point system of admission was adopted 
for aspiring entrants who lacked the nec
essary diplomas or certificates. These stu
dents must have passed a satisfactory exam 
in which they earned credit for 30 points in 
specified subjects (later increased to 32), a 
point in any subject being not less than 5 
periods per week of 45 minutes each for 18 
weeks.

Requirements continued to be stiff
ened. The 1908-09 announcement states,
"After January 1, 1910, the requirement 
based upon a 4-year high school course 
will be increased by a further requirement 
of a two-year college course."21 It was 
decided that this had been too hasty, for 
the 1910-11 announcement declares, "Ow
ing to the sentiment of the representatives 
attending the meeting of the Association 
of American Medical Colleges to which 
the School belongs, the Board of Regents 
of the Creighton College of Medicine have
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decided to defer raising the standard of preliminary requirement beyond a four-year 
high school course."22 But in 1909 the school did begin to stipulate specific required 
courses for a high school diploma acceptable for admission.

The curriculum too underwent modifications, additions and refinements. 
More time was spent in basic sciences and lab work. More detailed and specialized 
courses were added, courses such as Physical Diagnosis (1893), Orthopedic Surgery 
(1893), Diseases of the Skin (1893), Fractures and Dislocations (1895), Oral Surgery 
(1896), State Medicine and Hygiene (1893), Skiagraphy (Radiology) (1898), Neurol
ogy (1900) and Embryology (1904). Furthermore, for the first time in 1893, a formal 
exam policy was enunciated. If a student failed an end-of-course exam, he must 
retake it at the next set of exams. If he failed more than one-third of all exams, he 
could not advance.

Many medical schools during the 1890's were offering strictly didactic instruc
tion. It is clear from the earliest catalogs that Creighton Medical College appreciated 
the merits of other forms of instruction. "The Quiz, the Laboratory and the Clinic 
constitute the best means of modern instruction, although the Didactic-lecture must 
not be underestimated,"23 states the 1895 announcement, while that of 1900-01 lists 
" work in the dissecting room, in the laboratory, at the bed-side, demonstrations, 
clinics, lectures and recitations" 24 as the main features of their instruction.

In fact, beginning in 1901, there can be seen an increased emphasis on labs and 
lab work. The catalog of that year clearly enunciates its goals:

While the aim of the school is 
primarily to train practitioners of 
medicine and surgery, it is recog
nized that the medical art should 
rest upon a thorough training in 
the medical sciences; hence the 
graduates of this institution are 
equipped to make such examina
tions of sputum, urine, blood, etc., 
as are so frequently necessary for 
accurate diagnosis.25

Also, beginning with this catalog and con
tinuing for many years, it became the custom to list 
in the announcements the various pieces of lab 
equipment in use. Details of the cost and size of 
apparatus, and the quantity of desks and instru
ments available were often included as well.

Quite early there were notable changes made in the length of the medical 
course. The length of each term was extended from 6 months in 1892 to 7 months 
in 1894 and to 71 /2 months by 1900. But more significant by far were the changes 
made in the length of the entire medical course of study. During the second school 
term of operation, 1893-94, the school announcement states:

Students Supplies

SyjNxbwMte Sytfwp* *a<S ‘̂ wraoinetars

Headquarters for STUDENTS* SU P PL IE S. Be sure and 
see us before buying your outfits.

Omaha Surgical Supply Co.
C. E. GOODMAN

From the Creighton Medical College 
Bulletin, 1904.

A Four-Year Course
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Although the laws of Nebraska require only 3 years study of 
medicine, the Faculty of this institution, recognizing the benefit 
which would be derived from a longer course of study, recommend 
all students to take a fourth term, which, in order to encourage 
students to gain a higher medical education, will be free to gradu
ates from the school.26

By 1894 the change to a four-year curriculum was made an official require
ment. Thus, the John A. Creighton College of Medicine became widely touted as the 
"first school in the West to require four years of study to qualify for a medical 
degree."27 Students were not yet required to pay for that fourth year, "thus allowing 
them to acquire a more complete and thorough education than can possibly be 
acquired in three year schools, and at no greater cost."28 (The Omaha Medical College 
didn't require 4 years until 1896.)

These changes caused some seemingly confusing graduating classes, but all 
easily explainable. The school graduated its first class in 1895 (it began in 1892 with 
a 3-year curriculum); its second class graduated in 1896 (begun in 1893). Its third 
class did not graduate, however, until 1898, because the four-year change was 
instituted beginning with the freshman class of 1894. There were isolated individu
als who did graduate in 1893 (1), 1894 (2), and 1897 (1), but most likely these were 
transfer students who had entered with advanced standing. From 1898 onward, the 
graduations were held at regular, predictable intervals.

This early period also saw the introduction in 1904 of a spring term, and in 1905 
of two longer course variations. The spring term of two months was to begin 
following the close of the regular winter term, and was to be primarily first and 
second-year work. Its purpose was to allow students to make up deficiencies, and 
to allow established physicians to update themselves on new lab techniques and 
information.

Options
A combined 6-year Literature, Sci

ence and Medicine course was first of
fered in 1905. The student would spend 
his first year at Creighton in the Arts 
College, parts of his second, third and 
fourth years at Creighton in the Medical 
College and still some in the Arts Col
lege. At the end of his fourth year, he 
would be awarded his A.B. degree. He 
then would spend his last two years 
exclusively in the Medical College, and 
at the end of his sixth year would earn an 
M.D.

Another variation first offered in 
1905 was the All Medical 5-Year Course, 
which was highly recommended. The 
student would spend his first year study

ing Physics, Biology, Comparative Anatomy, Chemistry and Latin, and his last four 
years in a regular 4-year medical curriculum. At the end of the fifth year, he would

New Medical Building, 14th & Davenport, complete with buggy. Taken in 1901.
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earn an M.D. and a Medical Honorarium. This could be considered a kind of Honors 
Medical degree.

New Construction
As mentioned, John Creighton 

intended to start building a suitable 
new facility for his medical college 
immediately upon its establishment, 
but nationwide financial depression 
caused postponement of his plans. 
The new building proved to be long 
in coming. Father Dowling, Presi
dent of Creighton University, in his 
Reminiscences oftheFirst Twenty-Five 
Years, relates that the situation looked 
so bleak and the old building be

came so unfit for continued use that the faculty of the school had almost decided to 
"suspend teaching until better times returned/'29

The early bulletins of the Medical College show a keen awareness of the 
school's physical surroundings. The 1893 Announcement says that although "un
foreseen circumstances" prevented a new building from being in readiness, the old 
building at 12th & Mason had been enlarged and remodeled, able to accommodate 
double the number of students. Emphasis was placed on the changes made in the 
dissecting room, labs ("already the best in this city, and perhaps in the West")30 and 
new, even better equipment. The 1895-96 announcement pledges that "the new 
building is now an assured fact,"31 speaks glowingly of the new lot already 
purchased on the northwest corner of 14th & Davenport and of the architect hired 
to prepare plans, and states that the building would take shape in the "coming 
autumn" (1895). However, the 1896-97 Announcement says the building is "now in 
process of construction and will be under roof by the middle of November 1896."32 
Finally, the catalog of 1897-98 announces the opening exercises of the 6th annual 
session to be held September 28,1897, in the auditorium of the new building.

Apparently the new building at 14th & Davenport 
was worth the wait. Estimated to cost $80,000 for the 
building and furniture,33 it consisted of 3 full stories, a 
basement and a partial, central 4th story. Built in the 
Italian Renaissance style, it was 132 by 66 feet. The first 
floor consisted of the "Grand Stairway," separating stu
dent and faculty recreation and reception rooms on the 
one side, and "out-door" (out-patient) clinics and phar
macy on the other. In 1909 the student recreation room 
was remodelled into a library, the first mention of a 
medical school library in the building. In 1904 The Creigh
ton Medical College Bulletin had lamented the lack of a 
school library:

Main entrance of the Medical College, early 1900's.
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Lecture Room, John A. Creighton Medical College, early 
1900's.

Auditorium, Medical College, early 1900's.

Faculty Room of the Medical College, complete with rocking 
chairs. Taken early 1900's.

Students' Reading Room of the Medical College in the early 
1900's.

John A. Creighton Medical College Chemical Laboratory, 
early 1900's.

Pathology Laboratory of the Medical College, early 1900's.
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Much has been said and written about a complete library for the 
benefit of the students. The only equipment that our institution 
lacks is a complete library. We have a few volumes kindly donated 
by some of our generous professors, but as for a complete reference 
library we as yet have none.34

The second floor contained two large lecture halls on the north end, and labs 
for Physiology, Histology and Bacteriology on the south. On the third floor were the 
chemical and pharmaceutical labs plus a 350-seat amphitheater. The whole fourth 
floor extension was the dissection room. The building also contained a medical 
museum.

Much was made of the modern conveniences incorporated into the school. 
Specifically noted were speaking tubes, call bells and an elevator that ran from the 
basement all the way to the fourth floor. Also, "the plumbing is made an object 
lesson of cleanliness and sanitation", while "particular attention is paid to the 
lighting, heating and ventilation of each school room, it being the intention to change 
the air in these rooms not less than six times per hour."35

After the Medical College removed to its new home on 14th & Davenport, the 
old hospital/medical college building on 12th & Mason stood vacant, and finally 
suffered a dismal ending. Late on the night of April 15,1899, it was totally destroyed 
by a fire many believe to have been deliberately set. The World-Herald newspaper 
reported that little could be saved of the building because the fire department wagon 
carrying the fire hoses became hopelessly mired in mud several blocks from the 
scene of the fire and simply couldn't reach it in time:

In less than forty minutes the last vestige of the historic building 
had been swept away, leaving only the brick basement and a few 
spectral beams of blackened wood and the big brick chimney as 
mute reminders of the familiar and favorite landmark, a precious 
memento of the past, which in its day served many goodly ends.36

Today, 12th & Mason is the site of one section of Omaha's main post office.

More Growth
The Creighton Medical College in its new home was 

showing indications of academic health and prosperity. 
Mention is first made in 1895 of Creighton's membership in 
the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC), 
whose purpose was to police and thus upgrade medical 
education. On February 12, 1896, only two months after 
the first X-Ray in the world was taken in Wurzburg, 
Germany, Creighton Medical's own Professor of Chemis
try and Toxicology, Dr. Charles F. Crowley (later to receive 
his M.D. in 1901), produced the first X-Ray in Omaha 
(using a 35 minute exposure). 37 In February 1898 The 
Creighton Medical Bulletin began publication, using prima

rily student papers on academic topics. The 1900 school year saw the establishment 
of monthly evening lectures featuring out-of-town physicians as guest speakers. 
These events speak of continued advancement and academic growth.

Dr. Charles Crowley (M.D. 
1901), our first Roentgenolo 
gist.
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14th & Davenport Medical College Building showing 1907 Pharmacy 
addition at left rear plus streetcar lines.

| John A. Creighton JBedleal College |

I
rk required

Changes and additions were being made 
in the physical environment of the school as 
well. In 1904 Creighton University added a 
Law College to its university divisions, and 
until the Edward Creighton Institute was 
opened by John Creighton in 1905 to house 
Law, Dentistry and Pharmacy, part of the 
medical school building at 14th & Davenport 
was made available for use by the new law 
school. Father Rigge, a Jesuit at Creighton 
from its beginning in 1878, reports in his Mem
oirs a fire in the Medical College on October 10, 
1906, causing damages of $2,000.38 But the big 
news was the addition of two buildings at 14th 
& Davenport, making it a "medical complex."

In 1907 a new College of Pharmacy was 
erected next door to, and east of the Medical 

College. Three stories in height, it was compatible in design with the existing 
medical building and cost $30,000 to build.39 When opened, it enabled the College 
of Pharmacy to relocate from the Edward 
Creighton Institute, to become the 5th larg
est Pharmacy College in the United States 
and the largest in Nebraska.40 Its location 
provided excellent access to clinical phar
macy training for students in filling pre
scriptions at the charity clinic of the Medi
cal College.

In 1909 a third building was added, 
the Laboratory Building of the Medical 
College. Built for $82,000, this addition 
was said to give Creighton, " the only 
building used exclusively for medical labo
ratory work west of Western Reserve at 
Cleveland, Ohio."41 It was located across 1909 Laboratory Building addition- 
an alley north of the medical college build
ing but connected to it by enclosed viaducts. It was four stories plus a basement, 70 
by 66 feet and provided much needed expansion room for the school.

The basement contained a gym complete with lockers, showers and toilets. On 
the first floor were an extension of the out-patient clinic, a clinical reception room,

clinical lecture room, and a clinical labora
tory, " completely fitted with all necessary 
apparatus, instruments and reagents for 
the accurate study of the excretions and 
secretions of the diseased body."42 Two 
lecture rooms, a private lab and the offices 
of the Supervisor (Regent) and Registrar 
were on the second floor.

XLbitb H?eat (Certificate.

O., Ssc’y-
older kM aetufclly done tho 

«k hf wcrotivry.

(Courtesy Mrs. Charles Brannen.)
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The third and fourth floors contained the rest of the labs themselves. The third 
floor had three labs, two private and one experimental. The fourth floor contained 
Pathology, Histology and Bacteriology labs in addition to private research labs. All 
fourth floor labs were lit by a skylight, and many sources note the use of oak for the 
woodwork, metal for the ceilings, wrought iron for the stairways and fire-proof 
material for the partitions.

1909 to reform medical education, urging more thor
oughly prepared students and longer, more specialized 
education, which was scientifically and clinically based.
Yet as early as 1894 the Creighton Medical College had (Courtesy Mrs. Charles

already increased its curriculum to four years. Modifica- Brannen >
tions were made almost immediately to increase basic
science, laboratory and specialty coursework. In fact, a new Laboratory Building 
was constructed in 1909. The 5-year and 6-year course options first offered by 
Creighton in 1905 were most unusual, since other medical schools did not offer these 
alternatives until some thirty or forty years later.

In 1908 the announcement was made that two years of college preparation in 
addition to a high school education would be required for admission to the Medical 
College. However, this was not enforced because the Association of American 
Medical Colleges contented this was too stringent a requirement. The AAMC was 
then, as it is today, an organization with an important regulatory influence on 
medical education.

The John A. Creighton Medical College had, since its beginning, conducted 
clinics at St. Joseph's Hospital and by 1895 was appointing hospital interns. These 
were two steps in medical education which only a few East Coast institutions had 
taken at the time. All of these progressive moves were taken prior to Abraham 
Flexner's recommendations., which were to initiate a new era in medical education. 
They were improvements which the John A. Creighton Medical College had already 
begun.

Clinical Connections
The clinical area of medical education was likewise showing advancement. 

Creighton Memorial St. Joseph's Hospital was always the primary clinical facility of 
the Creighton Medical College, but as time went on, the school was able to add other 
institutions to its list of those available for student use. Presbyterian Hospital, a 70-

B  A N Q U E T

This expansion led in turn to a remodeling and a 
shuffling of locations in the original Medical College build
ing. The senior lecture hall on the northeast first floor now 
became a lantern and microscopic slide lab. The Pathology 
lab became the Pharmacology and Physiology Lab. The 
main floor recreation room was remodelled into a Reading 
Room/Library.

In summary, it should be

Brannen.,
(Courtesy Mrs. Charles lege in its formative years were 

ahead of their time. Abraham
Flexner began his campaign in
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bed facility at 25th & Marcy, was first used by Creighton students during the 1894- 
95 school term. St. Bernard's, a 100-bed facility in Council Bluffs for "insane 
patients" was added during 1895-96. Beginning with the 1899-1900 term Douglas 
County Hospital was put in the charge of the faculty of the Creighton Medical 
College for one-half of each school term (the other half presumably given to Omaha 
Medical College), and weekly clinics were held there. The 1903 school term saw the 
newly completed 250-bed Mercy Hospital in Council Bluffs made available exclu
sively for Creighton use. And 100-bed Omaha General Hospital, 14th & Capitol 
Avenue, was added to the available clinical-use facilities in 1906. Its chief attraction 
for students was its Maternity Department.

The Dispensary Clinic at the Medical 
College itself treated the poor free of charge, 
six days per week, two hours per day, in any 
of 9 departments. Seniors were assigned vari
ous rotations in all of the departments.

A.L. Muirhead, the superintendent of 
the Clinic at the time, (to become the dean in 
1913), discusses the operation of the Dispen
sary Clinic in 1909. Each case was assigned to 
two students, who took a complete case his
tory, then presented it to a supervising physi
cian for diagnosis. The physician then out
lined suggested treatment to be conducted by 
the students. If minor surgery was needed, it 
was done here, assisted by the students on the 
case. If something more drastic was called 
for, the patients were admitted to St. Joseph's.

Dr. Muirhead notes that within the previous year (1908-09), 5,000 patients had 
been treated at the Dispensary, and notes that many more not included in this 
number were treated in their homes. He further indicates that about 80% of the 
patients were men, and of these 76% were unmarried. He digresses to give a social 
commentary on the caliber of male patient that frequented the Dispensary:

Many of these men are mere floating atoms of humanity, without 
anchorage and making no provisions except for the immediate 
needs of the body or the satisfaction of some abnormal appetite.
Their career illustrates the economic value of marriage, and the 
beneficial influence of home ties. Most of the men gave their 
occupation as common labor, but appearances often indicate that 
they have not done an honest day's work for some time. Although 
from an economic point of view many of these human derelicts are 
of little moment, from an educational point of view they present an 
infinite variety of interesting pathological conditions.43

Dr. Muirhead suggests that under consideration for the future were a special 
tuberculosis dispensary, and the organization of a visiting nurse unit. He correctly 
predicts that the Clinic is destined to grow still larger and more important to Omaha. 
During the next year, the number of patients treated was up to 6,000, with 13,000 
treatments.44
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New St. Joseph's Operating Amphitheater, opened 1898. 
(Courtesy St. Joseph Hospital Historical Society.)

St. Joseph's Hospital was the 
scene of the primary clinics taught, 
originally including Surgery and 
Medicine on Tuesdays and Satur
days, and Gynecology and Eye and 
Ear on Thursdays. In 1901 clinics 
were extended to five half days per 
week. The hospital itself underwent 
several additions during this period. 
The most significant, from a medical 
point of view, occurred in 1896 when 
John Creighton decided to erect a 2- 
story surgical department at the Hos-

New St. Joseph's Operating Amphitheater, opened 
(Courtesy St. Joseph Hospital Historical Society.)

1898.

pital. It formally opened on Septem
ber 1, 1898, at a final cost to him of 
$10,000. The first floor of the 35 by 70 
foot structure contained an operat
ing room to be used for all infectious 
cases, a special eye, ear, nose and 
throat room, and utilitarian rooms 
for instrument storage, dressing and 
sterilization. The 2-story section con
sisted of another operating room, a 
patient prep room, instrument room 
and a 150-seat operating amphithe
ater with glass roof and special en
trances and facilities for students.
All clinics and clinical lectures were held here. Again emphasis was placed on the 
modernity of the building: the steam heat, the hot and cold, filtered and boiled

water, the gas and electric lighting. Emphasis also 
was placed on the fact that this was the only such 
facility in the city, and it was reserved exclusively 
for use by Creighton Medical College.45

The second addition made during this early 
period was significant from a more spiritual, yet 
equally memorable and important standpoint. A 
new hospital chapel was begun by John Creighton 
in 1899 and completed in 1900 at a cost of $22,000. 
It was originally 30 feet north of the hospital but 
connected by galleries. Later it was moved and 
enlarged, but the core built at this time, with its 
spectacular stained glass, carved wood and im
ported marble remain in the memories of many, 
and for some helps to beautifully symbolize the 
spirituality and sense of religious commitment 
and caring that for many was a unique aspect of the 
St. Joseph/Creighton medical connection.46

Society.)

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL STAFF

CREIGHTON MEMORIAL
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1908-1911 saw a major building/remod
elling phase at St. Joseph's. Count Creighton, 
as mentioned before, died in 1907 and left a 
large bequest to be used by the Sisters of St. 
Francis for the Hospital. They decided to add 
a new wing to the original, badly-crowded 
building. L-shaped, it joined the front of the 
hospital, extending approximately 250 feet 
north, then 150 feet east. It included new 
operating rooms, a sun pavilion for convales
cents and about 70 new patient rooms, bring
ing the total number of beds to over 500, and 
the total frontage of the Hospital to about 2 
blocks.

St. Joseph's Hospital Chapel, completed in 1900. (Courtesy St. Joseph The plumbing
Hospital Historical Society.) a n d  h e a t i n g  a I< m e  ^

the new addition cost over $68,000. In addition to the new 
wing, the project comprised a new boiler house and laun
dry building ($33,000); new kitchen building ($14,000); 
new elevators ($10,700); and chapel alterations, including 
imported marble altars and additional stained glass 
($24,000). Total cost of the project was $487,927.97.47 Also, 
the natural stone Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes was built 
on the grounds during this remodelling period, probably 
in the summer of 1910. The whole addition was formally 
dedicated June 21, 1911, amidst much pomp and cer
emony.

The very first announcement of the school mentions a competitive exam held 
at the end of each session for House-Surgeon at St. Joseph's. But it is not until 1895- 
96 that the announcement mentions the appointment of two internes per year to St. 
Joseph Hospital. "The appointment of 'interne' secures service in the Hospital with

furnished room and board." 48 In 1899 one 
additional internship at Presbyterian Hospi
tal was made available. By 1908 the school 
was able to offer a total of 16 internships at 
various area hospitals, won by competitive 
exam limited to Creighton seniors.

Made right here in River City. 
Taken from Creighton Medical 
College Bulletin, 1904.

Student Concerns

Horses, streetcar and the first Union Station. Early 1900's. (Courtesy Union 
Pacific R. R. Museum Collection.)

Did the student body pay more for 
these improvements and advancements? Yes, 
but not a significant amount. It was noted 
that tuition began at $65 in 1892. The 1893 
catalog, while citing the same rates, gener
ously notes, "A liberal discount is given to the 
sons and brothers of the members of the 
learned professions."49
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Tuition and fees subsequently increased slowly: by 1900 they had reached $80 
($70 tuition plus $5 lab fee and $5 dissecting fee) for first and second year and $85 
($75 tuition plus $10 Hospital ticket) for third and fourth year. By 1909, the rate stood 
at $105 per year ($85 for sons of physicians), including $5 lab fee and $5 matriculation 
fee.

The early years of the century must have seen some particularly spirited 
classes pass through the John A. Creighton Medical College. The 1901 announce
ment listed, for the first time, a breakage deposit of $2.00, while the next year's 
announcement carried the warning, "Unnecessary damage to college buildings or 
property must be paid for by whom such damage has been committed."50

The Creighton Medical College Bulletin of 1904 reinforces this idea, with its rather

It is sad that the attitude of 
some of the students toward 
careless expectorations is 
one of indifference. The evils 
of expectorating upon the 
floors of over-crowded and 
heated rooms are well 
known to the student of 
medicine. It is strange that 
one should thoughtlessly in
dulge his spitting propensi
ties, so much so that those 
around him should become 
discomfitted or endangered 
by his actions. It is safe to 
say that the promiscuous 
tobacco spitter has no feel
ing for others. One must 
derive great satisfactions 
from the fact that he can 
chew the most or spit the 
fartherest of anyone in his 
class. The floors of our lec

ture rooms are often adorned with rivulets of tobacco spit. Con
sider for a moment the impressions that such actions must create 
upon visitors. The floor of the loitering room is kept nicely waxed 
by the friendly janitor. Cuspidors are placed conveniently in reach 
in all parts of the building, yet there are a few who carelessly 
expectorate any and everywhere. To these this filthy expectoration 
may be a joy forever, but it lacks much of being a thing of beauty.
We trust this may be the last appeal to you for the suppression of 
this pernicious habit. May our floors be kept bright and clean 
hereafter and may our professors not be compelled to blush with 
shame at the appearance presented by our rooms at the close of a 
lecture hour. It might be well as a gentle reminder to each and every 
student to state that hard wood surfaces, such as door frames,

stern lectures to the students:

J  *******++■&$ I'H+'H-fr* 4>
♦ John A. Creighton Medical College f

The regular couts« jo this school comprises four years of seven and 
one-haff months each. The laboratories ate large ami perfectly equipped 

and the course is in all thorough and complete. The Dispensary Clinics are 
large and furnish an abundant amount of material in all branches of 

medicine and surgery. Climes are held hve half days in the week in St. 

Joseph's Hospital, the largest hospital in the West These clinics are 

reserved exclusively for the students of the John A. Creighton Medical 

College Added to the Clinical facilities this year this school will have 

the exclusive use of ail clinical material in the Mercy and St. Barnard 

Hospitals.

For circulars of detailed information, address the Secretary,

D, C. BRYANT, M, D.,
MeCagu* Building* OMAHA* NEB.

From the Creighton Medical College Bulletin, 1904.
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doors, pianos, etc. are easily marred. Someone in school wears hob
nailed shoes, and the imprint of these nails may now be seen in the 
side of the piano. Last year the piano was considerably damaged 
in outbursts of playfulness. Let us try this year not to break up more 
than three piano stools. Let us try not to break any iron cuspidors 
by hurling them violently against doors, pianos, etc. Please not to 
carry off any portions of the piano as souvenirs. We are each 
responsible for the safe return of the piano at the end of the school 
year. It is hard to raise sufficient funds to rent this. It would be 
harder still to raise an amount to cover damages.51

The same issue of the periodical goes on to say that this group of medical 
students were inspired by the availability of the piano, and went on to form a 
Student's Dancing club, open to Creighton Medical students only. They held a series 
of monthly dances, which continued for some years.

Connections With the University
Once Creighton University became truly a "university" with professional 

divisions of Law, Pharmacy and Dentistry, as well as Medicine, there appears to 
have been a movement toward establishing a more cohesive university spirit. One 
manifestation of this was the establishment of combined commencement programs 
for all graduates. Rather than each college having its own ceremony, as previously 
had been the case, it was decided sometime between 1907 and 1912 to hold combined 
festivities. Another indication was a change in names for the Medical College. In 
1908, the John A. Creighton Medical College issued its announcement under the 
name "Creighton University Department of Medicine and Surgery". In 1909, 

however, there was another change, to "The Creighton 
University College of Medicine", which it remained until 
1926.

During this early period there were some personnel 
changes that had some impact on the new Medical College. 
The Rev. Michael P. Dowling had been President of the 
Creighton University (and a great personal friend of John 
Creighton) from 1885 until 1891. Upon President Dowling's 
departure, the Rev. Thomas F. Fitzgerald became President 
for about two years, followed by Rev. James F.X. Hoeffer, 
under whose administration the Medical College was 
founded. He in turn was followed by the Rev. John F. Pahls. 
It was under Father Pahl's administration that the Medical 
College moved into its new 14th & Davenport building. 
Rev. Michael Dowling then returned to Creighton as Presi
dent from November 1898 until February 1908, and it is 
during this second term that the Medical College, as well as 
Creighton University as a whole, expanded and developed 
into an institution with a prestigious reputation and sound 
academic basis.

By all accounts, Michael Dowling was what Creighton 
needed at this time. A brilliant administrator and a gifted 
speaker, his chief contribution to the University was his fast
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friendship with John Creighton. Count Creighton was alone and lonely, and 
Dowling's friendship came to mean a great deal to him. Dowling spent time with 
Creighton, including Sunday afternoons sharing a bourbon. Dowling was not afraid 
to make direct requests to Count Creighton for monetary help, and because the 
school and the hospital were also dear to his heart, John Creighton usually re
sponded with the requested help. A quote (or variations thereof) often attributed to 
Dowling is , " Count Creighton furnishes the coal, and I stoke the furnace." 52

During these years, the deanship of the Medical College changed. Although 
the circumstances are not documented, it is known that Dr. Patrick Keogh left the 
deanship following 1896, to be succeeded by Dr. DeWitt C. Bryant, who, except for 
an interruption of one year (1900-1901) served as Acting Dean and then Dean from 
1897-1913. Father Dowling himself calls Dr. Bryant "the soul of the Creighton 
Medical College" and praises his professional abilities as an administrator, physi
cian, teacher and leader, and his personal attributes of fairness, calm, charm and 
moral strength. He credits the continued existence and growth of the school during 
this period to Dr. Bryant's remarkable leadership.53
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Flexner and World War 1,1910-1918

The Flexner Report
In the fiercely independent, free-thinking, always pioneering United States, 

medical education in the late 19th and early 20th century was generally a shambles. 
No standardization, little regulation, widely varying quality, openly fraudulent 
proprietary schools -  all of these were great problems. While some medical 
historians note that reform of medical education gradually began in the 1890's,1 it 
has been a traditionally held belief that widespread reform, or even the widespread 
realization that reform was needed, didn't really commence until the publication of 
the Flexner Report in 1910.

Abraham Flexner was commissioned in 1909 by the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching to 
research and publish an analysis of medical education in the 
United States and Canada. To do this, he visited each of the 
existing 155 medical schools. He then wrote a proposed model 
for U.S. medical education, along with a frank critique of the 
strengths and weaknesses of each school.

Flexner hoped for a reduction of the 155 medical schools to 
31, producing fewer M.D.'s, but ones with greatly increased 
skills, knowledge and competence. His vision of the ideal 
medical school included full-time faculty; a true affiliation with 
an established university; close association with and full access 
to a teaching hospital (preferably school-owned); increased 
emphasis on laboratory work and research, to be accompanied 
by state-of-the-art equipment and facilities; and more rigorous, 
standardized entry requirements.

When Flexner compared his model with the actual condi
tion of the various schools, marked differences appeared. The 
published result of his survey was a brutally honest, often 
scathing report, pointing out inadequacies and failings bluntly, 
and by school name. The only school approaching his ideal 
was Johns Hopkins. After that, schools were in varying groups 
of descending quality. His most harsh criticism was reserved 

for strictly proprietary (for profit) schools, since many were little better than 
diploma mills.

Flexner visited Creighton in April 1909 and considering the overall caustic 
nature of his report concerning all schools, the Creighton University College of 
Medicine did not fare badly. Flexner considered the Creighton Medical College an 
integral part of Creighton University and noted that the labs and equipment for 
chemistry, pathology, histology and bacteriology were adequate, that the dispen
sary had several "large and well arranged rooms" and that attendance there was fair. 
A small museum and small library were mentioned. He further pointed out that the 
school had access to several hospitals, and had one full-time professor, in Chemistry.2

There were criticisms, of course. There was discussion of Creighton's entry 
policies, saying that if prospective students were deficient, they were sent to the 
appropriate department at Creighton University, then sent back with a certificate 
(presumably of questionable merit). Creighton procured animals for labs only as 
needed, rather than keeping them on hand. It had a cadaver "dry as tanned leather"
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and a defective school skeleton (mentioned several times). The sale of quiz 
compends (a kind of Cliff's Notes for medicine) was faulted, as was the fact that 
students witnessed operations in the hospital, as opposed to assisting. The hospital 
itself was not within walking distance of the school, causing students to "have to 
transfer specimens of urine, feces, and gastric contents on the street cars across 
town,"3 since they were not permitted use of the clinical laboratories at St. Joseph 
Hospital.

Flexner was fair; some of the conditions he saw were truly outrageous, and a 
few genuinely fraudulent. For example, the dissecting room at Kansas Medical 
College, Topeka, doubled as a chicken yard. The College of Physicians and Surgeons 
in Los Angeles had a large, prominent sign, "Library" on the nicely made door - of 
a closet. The Eclectic School at Lincoln, Nebraska, loosely affiliated with Cotner 
University, supposedly gave clinical instruction at Lincoln, laboratory instruction at 
Cotner. Yet when asked where this course or that was conducted, the answer was 
often, "Not here -  at the other campus." In reality, the course was conducted at 
neither. Flexner called this "prestidigitation" and said he saw a lot of it in his 
visitations.

Flexner's conclusion in specific reference to Nebraska schools and in keeping 
with his recommendation to drastically reduce the number of medical schools, was 
a suggestion to merge the Creighton and University of Nebraska Medical Colleges:

Creighton and the University of Nebraska would, if joined, form an 
institution of moderate size, capable of considerable expansion 
before reaching the limit of efficiency.4

Creighton Responds
Despite Abraham Flexner's views, Creighton and the Nebraska system were 

not about to merge. What were Creighton's reactions to the Flexner Report? Did 
Creighton change following Flexner?

Whether or not entirely due to the Flexner Report, changes were evident at the 
Creighton University College of Medicine in the immediate years that followed. 
Beginning with 1911, there was a firming up of all aspects of judgment standards, 
from entrance prerequisites to course requirements to graduation standards. In 
1911,70% was set as the minimum passing grade for all first and second year exams, 
80% for all third and fourth year exams. Ninety percent attendance was required of 
all students. In 1913, the exam standard was changed to a 75% minimum score for 
passage of exams by all.

Beginning in January 1914 one year (of at least 32 weeks) of college was made 
the mandatory educational level for all aspiring entrants. This must have included 
one year's college work in biology, chemistry, physics and either French or German.5 
The Creighton Courier of November 1,1914, reports:

Though the entrance requirements were increased last September 
to one year college in addition to four years of high school, the 
enrollment is satisfactory. The Freshman class is not as large as 
heretofore, but the pre-medical class, now in training, gives prom
ise that next year the entering class will be as large if not larger than 
before the change - an indication of the high regard in which the 
school is held.6
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The 1918-1919 Bulletin reported further increases in entry-level requirements:

Beginning January 1,1918, the minimum requirement for admis
sion is, in addition to a four-year course in an academic High 
School, two years of college work of at least sixty semester hours, 
of which at least twelve semester hours shall have been devoted to 
Chemistry, eight to Physics, and eight to Biology. Admission is 
governed by the Council on Medical Education of the American 
Medical Association.7

The Bulletin also strengthens the official academic stance. As of the 1918 school 
term, "Incompetent or idle students will not be permitted to remain in attendance,"8 
and no entrance conditions will be permitted. Henceforth, all stated entrance 
requirements had to be met at the time of admission, a student could repeat a year 
one time only, and no conditions of the first two years could be carried over to be 
finished in the third year or later.

Added in 1919 was more specificity as to re
quired courses in the high school and two-year col
lege education. Also added was a senior thesis re
quirement, mandatory for graduation, to be done on 
a medical or surgical topic, with an annual prize of 
$50 for the best one submitted.

Other changes at Creighton can be discerned 
from period literature. The Creighton Chronicle of 
February 20,1910, noted that "a complete collection 
of specimens for the Osteological Department of 
Anatomy has just been imported from Germany."9 
(Replacing the defective school skeleton that con
cerned Flexner?) In 1912 the entire Department of Anatomy was reorganized under 
the direction of Hugo Wightman, the Department Head.10 Also reported in 1912 was 
a complete remodelling of the Chemistry labs, including new lab equipment and the 
establishment of a new lab for Operative Surgery.11

In line with one of Flexner's chief criticisms of medical schools, the lack of full
time faculty, Creighton began to emphasize the qualifications of those they em
ployed, and to imply that those not paid as full-time were, for all intents and 
purposes, full-time. Of the instructors of the first and second year courses, "many 
have been successful practitioners, who now devote all their time to preparation and 
teaching in their departments." The Annual Announcement states:

Clinical Laboratory, Creighton 
College of Medicine, 1912.

Some of the important clinical chairs are on a university basis, 
therefore it is the duty of the instructor in charge to devote from 3 
to 5 hours each day to the preparation and detailed study of the 
clinical cases; to look up the recent literature; to do the necessary 
laboratory work... The clinical instructor will give at least one hour 
each day to bedside instruction to small groups of senior students. 
. .The old fashioned amphitheatre clinic, held by the busy practi
tioner who cannot spare the time to thoroughly study his cases on 
a scientific basis, but merely presents the rudiments of the patient's
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illness, is fast becoming obsolete in the modern medical college" . 
. .  Most of the instructors consider their professional college work 
the principal duty.12

View of Medical College and environs, 1916. Across the street is the C & 
MW Freight Yards.

Further indication of reform and of in
creased academic awareness includes the or
ganization in 1913 of a medical research soci
ety for juniors and seniors under the direction 
of the new dean, A.L. Muirhead. In 1916 
under another new Dean, J. Ross Clemens, 
there is reported a thorough reorganization of 
the whole College of Medicine. New equip
ment, curriculum changes, new faculty mem
bers from Princeton and Columbia, extended 
facilities for the clinic, new and remodelled lab 
facilities and a new system of clinical clerkships 
for seniors - all were changes implemented by 
Dean Clemens.13

The development of a library also came 
about during this period. In 1913 the room 
used as a library was moved from the ground floor to the north end of the second 
floor in the main building. Facilitating the development of the medical library was 
the donation in 1913 of $5,000 by a 1903 medical graduate, Michael J. Scott, in 
commemoration of the tenth anniversary of his graduation. Of this, $1,000 was to

be used for the immediate purchase of books, to be 
designated the Dr. M. J. Scott Medical Library. An 
additional $4,000 was to be invested and the interest 
used for maintenance costs.14 In 1916 a Committee on 
the Library was first listed in the Annual Announce
ment, and in 1917 a new library was opened on the top 
floor of the medical lab building, carrying at least 80 
scientific journals. In 1918 the first medical librarian 
was appointed. She was Miss Lillian "Pauline" 
Cranny, later important in the overall administration 
of the medical school, first as Registrar, then Secre

tary to the Dean. The Cranny name was to become familiar to generations of medical 
students. Besides Pauline, Melecia Cranny was the Medical Librarian from 1932 to 
1951, and her niece, Phyllis Cranny, was the Assistant Medical Librarian from 1945- 
1951.

The clinical aspect of medical education at Creighton was also making strides. 
As of 1913, Omaha General Hospital was no longer listed as being available for 
Creighton's use, but this was more than compensated for by the addition of City 
Emergency Hospital for Infectious Diseases, made available for small sections of 
students in 1916. St. Catherine's Hospital and the Salvation Army Rescue Home 
both were mentioned as being available for student use for the first time in 1917.

More significant was the establishment in 1916 of a clinical clerkship system at 
St. Joseph's Hospital for senior students. Included as a portion of the general college 
reorganization instituted by the new Dean, J. Ross Clemens, it was an attempt to 
have students interact with patients earlier and more responsibly.

Creighton Medical College Lobby, 
1912
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The new clinical clerks would be assigned specific patients, take their histories, 
perform their physical exams and do all clinical lab work required. They would

become, for the time being, members of the regular staff of the 
hospital. Each student serves as a clinical clerk for the period of 12 
weeks and is required, during his period of service, to fulfill all the 
duties exacted of a Junior Interne.15

Yet these new staff members had to ad
here to a list of rules. They ranked below the 
grade of Junior Internes and were under the 
direct authority of the Resident Physician; 
they could perform only those specific proce
dures assigned, and were not "of their own 
motion and initiative, to order, prescribe or 
perform any therapeutic or diagnostic proce
dures whatsoever."16 They could not take 
meals or remain overnight at the hospital, 
they had to transport patients to the 
amphitheatre for demonstration by visiting 
physicians, and they had to provide them
selves with "proper hospital uniforms, and 
must have the leather heels of his [their] shoes 
replaced by rubber heels."17 The student had 

to sign a statement signifying he had read and agreed to all of these rules. If he 
infringed upon these rules, he could be dismissed from the hospital, necessitating 
a repeat of the entire senior year. Lastly, "ignorance of these rules will not be 
received as an excuse in any case of their violation."18 The list seems to imply 
misgivings about letting medical students work in the hospital.

The dispensary clinic at the school itself was likewise giving students more 
responsibility. The out-patient department, first mentioned in the 1912 Announce
ment, was for patients who could not leave home. Senior students made the home 
calls, only assisted by a clinical instructor "if the case is of a serious or specially 
interesting nature."19 A special section of this department, Obstetrical Out-Service, 
assigned a pair of students to follow a pregnancy case through home delivery and 
convalescence, preferably (but not always) assisted by an instructor. Each student 
was required to be involved in not less than six OB cases.

The Superintendent of the Clinic in 1917, Dr. George Pratt, described the work 
accomplished by the clinic in that year, providing clinical team work to those who 
otherwise could not afford a battery of specialists:

So long as the specialists work independently in their respective 
offices their co-operation is far too expensive for any but the well- 
to-do to afford. I have in mind a lady who came to the Dispensary 
a few days ago, where the fees for the work done at regular prices 
would have run well over thirty dollars!20

College Office, 1912.
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St. Joseph's Hospital, first X-Ray Room and 
Clinical Laboratory, 1915.

It also, in approximating private practice as 
closely as possible, gave students valuable 
practical experience. Dr. Pratt noted that dur
ing the year 1916, there were 15,450 visits 
made by patients to the dispensary.

An indication that the Clinic made every 
attempt to accommodate the public and 
thereby increase traffic flow, is found in a 1917 
announcement that special clinic hours were 
to be instituted for school-age children. Clin
ics were to be held from 4:00-6:00 p.m., 6 days 
a week. Specialists were to be in attendance.21

What of Creighton College of Medicine's 
primary clinical facility, St. Joseph's Hospital? 
What was happening there during this pe
riod? Building and expansion were continu
ing, with a 1914, two-story addition to the rear 
of the clinical amphitheatre. This was a fire
proof clinical laboratory building, specifically 
designed for student use. The Annual An
nouncement states:

Here the student obtains necessary practice in technique and in 
interpretation of laboratory findings as bearing on individual 
cases. Opportunity is also provided for doing the laboratory work 
incident to the case to which the student has been assigned in the 
hospital. The laboratory is fully equipped for urine, faeces, blood, 
bacteriological, serum, vaccine, frozen and paraffin sections, and 
Abderhalden w ork.22

There was also a completely outfitted X-Ray Labora
tory in the new addition.

It was noted that one of Flexner's specific criti
cisms of Creighton College of Medicine was the lack 
of appropriate clinical laboratories, necessitating 
cross-town bus trips transporting bodily fluids. It 
took Creighton and St. Joseph's a few years, but now 
Creighton students had suitable clinical laboratory 
facilities available at the hospital.

Other advances at St. Joseph's included the 
extension of clinics there from 5 half days to 6 half 
days, in 1915. Also, the Obstetrical Department of St. 
Joseph's Hospital was begun in 1918, providing still 
further clinical experience for Creighton students. 
Although the new OB Department had only 14 
"guests" during its first year, it later expanded to 
become the largest in the city.23

In the wake of the Flexner Report, then, it would 
seem that Creighton was advancing nicely, making X-Ray Rooms, St. Joseph's Hospital, 1915.
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needed improvements, expanding and improving the quality of medical education. 
Statistics kept by the American Medical Association of the results of State Board 
licensure examinations of medical graduates also indicate Creighton's competence. 
Of the 1912 graduates of Creighton, 44 were examined during that year in all states, 
and only 2 failed, a failure rate of 4.5%. This was a lower rate than 29 of the 43 large 
schools listed, making Creighton 11th out of the 43 schools listed from among the 110 
schools in the country at the time. With reference to the graduates of 1908-1912 
inclusive who were examined during 1912, of 51 examined, only 4 failed, a rate of 
7.8%, a lower rate than 26 of the 43 schools compared. Finally, of graduates 
examined in states other than Nebraska, in "the most severe test for medical 
graduates, namely examination in a foreign state,"24 not one failed.

The statistics for several years following were proudly reported as being 
equally impressive.25 Also noted was the fact that the Regents of the University of 
the State of New York, another examining and rating body of the time, fully 
recognized Creighton beginning with the year 1914. This Board only recognized 66 
of the 110 U.S. medical schools, fewer than any state board, and fewer than the 
American Medical Association's Council on Medical Education.26

Early Accreditation Visits
Yet Creighton University College of Medicine 

was having trouble measuring up in other areas. As 
early as 1907, the American Medical Association 
Council on Medical Education and the Association of 
American Medical Colleges (AAMC) began inspect
ing schools and rating them based on these observa
tions, and measured against standards established 
by them. This was in direct agreement with Flexner's 
advocacy of objective, identical standards for all 
medical schools. A 1913 report of an inspection of the 
Creighton College of Medicine by a visiting team from these two organizations 
indicates many areas of dissatisfaction with Creighton, leading to a less than 
acceptable school rating. According to the report,27 record keeping in many areas, 
from entrance credentials to grades, was inadequate. The dean needed to put aside 
all other duties, and concentrate on administration. (The report noted several times 
the dean's lack of an office, or even a desk, at the school.) There were not enough labs 
or lab equipment; the clinical service at St. Joseph's Hospital needed to be enlarged, 
with more bedside teaching; students needed to be given more responsible clinical 
experience there; and the Dispensary needed more volume. A clinical lab and more 
OB exposure were also needed. Emphasis was placed on the need for more full-time 
faculty, especially in the laboratory sciences, and more experimental research work 
was encouraged. There was the strong recommendation for increased tuition. 
Although the Dispensary was commended for its physical layout, and the library 
was said to be a good nucleus around which to build, the team also noted: "We were 
not impressed with the books being chained to the tables. It is suggestive of a 
depravity on the part of the student that is not elevating."28 The report concludes:

Creighton College of Medicine 
Physiology Laboratory, 1912.
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You have a commodious college building with ample room for 
laboratories, class rooms and out-door dispensary. With proper 
development of these by way of equipment and teachers who are 
imbued with the responsibilities of modern education, there is no 
good reason why your college should not take rank among the 
acceptable schools.29

A.L. Muirhead, soon to be dean, wrote an article in 1912 in which he expressed 
the frustrations felt by Creighton and other schools. He called rating organizations 
an "unnecessary interference" and said that

So many suggestions, recommendations and imperative requests 
for changes in time, methods, matter and equipment in medical 
schools are being fired at medical faculties from an increasing 
number of official and semi official bodies that it is no wonder 
medical institutions are at times reduced to the condition of the old 
man in the fable, who tried to please everybody, but pleased 
nobody.30

He voiced resentment at pre-set standards, 
which he felt robbed the faculty of judgment pre
rogatives. He felt students were being treated as 
children because of too many rigid, structured regu
lations and requirements, and advocated much more 
student choice as to curriculum, based on individual 
abilities. He also voiced a "damned if you do, damned 
of you don't" argument in regard to the much ma
ligned quiz compends. In his particular subject,
Pharmacology and Materia Medica, a great deal of 

memorization and cramming was necessary to pass the State Board exams in these 
areas. If he limited teaching in these fields, as recommended by the American 
Medical Associations's Council on Medical Education, students would fail the 
Boards, and the standing of the school would drop proportionate to the number of 
failures. However, if students were taught the 
necessary material in the most efficient man
ner, the school was criticized as being a quiz 
compend school, whose only goal was the 
passage of exams. He also had some rather 
sharp words for the quality of inspection teams, 
saying that one man, supposedly an expert on 
medical equipment, "could not tell a tambour 
from a test tube or a kymograph from a kite."31

In 1915 the Association of American 
Medical Colleges again visited Creighton, and 
again Creighton had problems, only rating a 
"B." ("A+" meant acceptable, "A" meant also 
acceptable, with certain improvements needed,
"B" was needing general improvements to be 
made acceptable, and "C" was totally unac- Creighton medics at Omaha City Hall, November 1912. Cause unknown.

Pathology Laboratory, Creighton 
College of Medicine, 1910.
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ceptable.) Thus, "in all categories mentioned, including entrance requirements, 
teachers, library, dispensary, hospital facilities, catalogue and finances, Creighton

In light of the objections raised by the evaluation 
teams, the improvements made by Creighton, described 
previously, can be seen to be major efforts to conform to 
the newly established guidelines. The 1916 reorganiza
tion, including new and remodelled labs, new lab equip
ment, the hiring of a few more full-time faculty (although 
not many), the establishment of clinical clerkships, the 
1914 clinical lab addition at St. Joseph's, extended Dis
pensary hours, a new library, more mandatory clinical 
OB experience, and the establishment of an Obstetrical 
service at St. Joseph's in 1918 were all aimed at achieving 
that Class "A" rating.

Also as recommended by the ratings bodies, tuition 
was increased at the Creighton College of Medicine. In 

1913, tuition and fees jumped to $135 per year, including, for the first time, a $5 
athletic fee. By 1918, the figure stood at $170, including the mandatory athletic fees. 
The next year, tuition and fees amounted to $170 again, this time exclusive of any 
required athletic fee. The adoption, on and off, of an athletic fee reflects the changing 
circumstances of the Creighton main campus, where a new gymnasium was erected 
and ready for use in 1917. Medical students were allowed to make full use of this 
new gym, for hand-ball, squash, bowling, wrestling, boxing, billiards, swimming 
and basketball. They also could obtain a free physical exam there, be advised by the 
gymnasium personnel concerning a personal exercise regimen, and could try out for 
team sports.

All of Creighton's reform efforts paid off. By 1917, things had turned around, 
and the Creighton University College of Medicine was given an "A" rating. Dean 
Cutter of the University of Nebraska College of Medicine wrote to Creighton 
Medical Dean Clemens:

It is with great pleasure that I offer on behalf of the University of 
Nebraska our heartiest congratulations on the Class A rating for the 
Creighton Medical College.33

The World Beckons
There is certainly evidence that Creighton Medical College was becoming 

more cosmopolitan in outlook. Its graduates and faculty were extending themselves 
farther, were getting to know the world, and the world, in turn, was beginning to 
recognize the name Creighton in terms of medicine. As early as 1910, we begin to 
see multiple references in campus publications that a certain professor or graduate 
was studying abroad, primarily in Vienna or Germany. One of Creighton's leading 
professors of Medicine, A.D. Dunn, felt the need to write an article in The Creighton 
Chronicle in 1910 advising those in the Creighton sphere considering medical study 
abroad.34

Dr. D. C. Bryant, Dean, made an extensive trip abroad himself, including a stay 
in the Philippine Islands. He reported visiting with, or hearing about, the work of 
five Creighton men in the Philippines, halfway around the world, in 1910.35

needed to improve."32

Drug Room at the College of Medicine, 1910.
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A report of 1915 indicates that Creighton was able, at 
that time, to offer more internships to its graduates than 
they could fill.36 Furthermore, these appointments were to 
far-flung hospitals. The listing of appointments for the 
same year, 1915, showed intern appointments to 16 other 
hospital locations besides Omaha. These included Denver,
Portland, Pittsburgh, San Francisco, Salt Lake City, Butte,
( Montana), Tacoma( Washington) St. Paul and Minneapo
lis. In fact, the year 1915 saw 22% of all Creighton medical 
students originating from outside Nebraska and Iowa.37 
Perhaps it is not surprising, then, that they would be 
willing to locate elsewhere for advanced training following 
graduation.

One other item of note along these lines is that as of 
April 1918, the Creighton College of Medicine became one Mullen; j. b . williams, 

of only six U.S. medical schools whose graduates were recognized by the Royal 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of England.38 This meant that upon presentation 
of appropriate credentials, Creighton graduates could be examined and certified in 
Medicine, Surgery and Midwifery in England, on the same basis as a graduate of a 
British medical school. The 1918 Announcement noted that this may be an important 
consideration if graduates were contemplating practice abroad at the conclusion of 
the war.39

1918 Creighton graduates at 
Naval Medical School. Left to 
right, bottom row: N. J. 
Haverly; C. C. Coady; P. M. 
McCrann; J. T. O'Connell; A.
J. Callaghan. Top row: L. J. 
DeBacker; J. N. Gehlen; R. F.

The War and the “Flu”
Creighton felt the effects of U.S. 

entry into the war, April 6, 1917, 
almost immediately. Father Rigge, 
famous Creighton scientist and faith
ful chronicler, noted that within the 
first week of World War I, five of the 
ten senior Creighton medics who 
had sent in applications to the mili
tary were accepted as navy sur
geons.40 Beginning with the fall of 
1917, military training, in the form of 
the S.A.T.C. (Student Army Train

ing Corps) was mandatory. Students wore uniforms, and were paid as military 
employees. Military subjects were added to the normal curriculum in Medicine. 
Military conditioning, marching drills and special courses in military tactics and 
logistics became part of the Creighton scene. The Medical College operated through 
the summer months of 1918 to ready the senior class for entry into the military at the 
earliest possible tim e.41

Military conditions intensified in September 1918 when, for all intents and 
purposes, the undergraduate Creighton campus became an armed camp. Barracks 
were set up, as all students were to live on campus. Military subjects were 
emphasized, to the virtual exclusion of others. Outside boarders were lodged and 
taught on campus, and armed sentinels patrolled the campus perimeters.

The Creighton unit of the Student Army Training Corp, 
World War I. Taken 1918.
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It can be presumed that since 
the Medical College complex was on 
14th & Davenport, and thus removed 
from the Hilltop, the military atmo
sphere was not as rigid or as pro
nounced there. Another episode at 
the time, however, did affect the 
Medical College as well as the main 
campus. This was the Spanish flu 
epidemic which hit Omaha in Octo
ber 1918. Grade and high schools 
city-wide were closed, and large Drilling the s .a .t .c ., 1918. 

gatherings of people were forbid
den, for fear of spreading the disease. (Gatherings for Mass were also prohibited.)

On October 7, Creighton College and the high school 
were closed. Finally on October 21, even the College 
of Medicine was closed, not to be reopened until 
November 4. Ironically, at the same time that even 
small gatherings of people were forbidden, the 
S.A.T.C. were being lodged together on cots in the 
gym and the dorms, in groups approaching 250 at 
times. Amazingly, not one Creighton student died as 
a result of the flu.

The same cannot be said of the War itself. Creigh
ton students, faculty and graduates took part in the 
war effort in great numbers, and some did perish. 
According to Father Rigge's figures, 1,321 Creighton 
students, faculty and alumni enlisted in the military 
effort. Of these, 362 were affiliated with the College 
of Medicine -1 2  faculty, 97 students and 253 alumni.42

Lt. John P. Rosenwald (M.D. 1910), 
awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross for bravery under fire in France 
who later died of wounds received in 
action.

Some Creighton medical men in active service -  Major Alfred J. Brown, M.D., Chairman of Surgery in 1917; Newel Jones, 
M.D., Chairman of Pediatrics 1913-1923; Captain G. W. Dishong, (M.D. 1907), Chairman of Psychiatry 1916-1939.
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(Understandably during the war years, the enrollment in the College of Medicine 
showed a decline. From 111 registered in 1916-1917, the number dropped to 84 in 
1917-1918 and then showed a slight increase to 90 in 1918-1919.)43 Three Creighton 
medical people, all graduates, died serving their country in World War I. They were 
Dr. Emil L. Delanney, class of 1905, who died a Major; Dr. Alex F. Lundgren, class 
of 1907, a Lieutenant; and Dr. John P. Rosenwald, class of 1910, a Lieutenant.

Father Rigge gave a humorous account of a false announcement of the war's 
end on November 7,1918. Bells rang, people celebrated, but all prematurely. The 
false alarm had been perpetrated by the Omaha Daily News, who, Father Rigge says, 
had consulted their ouija board for the supposed news scoop.44 The Armistice 
ending World War I really was signed on November 11,1918, and by all accounts, 
the Creighton community rejoiced at the demilitarization which occurred on 
December 8, 1918, accompanied by the official disbanding of the S.A.T.C. The 
normal course of events resumed.
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Chapter VI

The Von Schulte Years of Progress, 1918-1932

The years following World War I were years of con
solidation and growth for the Creighton College of Medi
cine. Advancements were made chiefly because of two 
administrative changes that occurred: the appointment of 
a new Dean of Medicine in 1918, Dr. Herman W. von 
Schulte; and the appointment of a new President of Creigh
ton University in 1928, the Rev. William H. Agnew.

After the deanship of Dr. DeWitt Clinton Bryant, 
affectionately known to many as "Daddy" Bryant, a series 
of deans followed, all of them capable but none staying for 
more than two years. When Dr. Bryant resigned effective 
the second semester of the 1913-14 school year, the Vice- 
Dean, Dr. Archibald L. Muirhead became Dean, but re
mained so only until the 1915 school year. At that time he 

resigned to devote himself full time to teaching, as Professor of Physiology. Dr. 
Robert Retzer came to the deanship, but resigned a scant year later. Dr. James Ross 
Clemens then assumed the office, and during his term (September 1916 to June 1918) 
began the over-all reorganization of the school, which was discussed in the previous 
chapter. At Clemens' resignation due to ill health, Dr. Herman von W. Schulte 
became Dean at the comparatively young age of 41.

Von Schulte
Dr. von Schulte was a native of New York state and a 

well trained anatomist as well as a physician. He received 
his M.D. from the Medical School of Columbia University 
in 1902. After a two-year internship at Presbyterian Hospi
tal in New York City, he returned to teach at the Columbia 
University College of Physicians and Surgeons, becoming 
eventually a full Professor of Anatomy. He was recruited 
by Dean Clemens and came to Creighton during the 1917 
school year as Junior Dean and head of the Department of 
Anatomy.1

Dr. von Schulte was a distinctive personality and proved to be a civic and 
political leader in the Omaha community, as well as a nationally recognized scientist

and researcher. He published widely in professional 
journals, but his interests ranged well beyond medi
cal or scientific concerns, as evidenced by his board 
memberships for libraries, art institutes, social ser
vice agencies and zoological societies. He was a 
Lieutenant Colonel in the Army Medical Reserve, 
and served on many state and national committees, 
as well as chairing the Nebraska review of the White 
House Conference on Child Health and Protection. 
When he came to Creighton in 1917, he brought with 
him national prestige and reinforced the idea that 
Creighton was a quality medical center.

Dr. Herman von Schulte, 
Dean of the Medical College 
and Chairman of the 
Department of Anatomy. 
Taken in 1923.
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Increase in Student Body
Growth for the Creighton College of Medicine resumed after World War I. 

From a total of 90 students in 1918-19 when von Schulte became Dean, enrollment 
more than doubled by 1925 to 197 students, and by the end of his deanship in 1932, 
had more than tripled, to 289.2

It is interesting to note the development at this time 
of a Creighton Medical School phenomenon which contin
ued over the years. Statistics show that a surprising 
number of these additional students came from the state of 
California. In 1929, of a total of 240 students enrolled, the 
highest percentage of students from any one state, as 
expected, came from Nebraska (65 students, 27% of total), 
but the state providing the second highest number of 
students was California, with 42 students, or 17.5% of the 
total.3 This "California Connection" began a trend discern
ible for years to come. It manifested itself in internships, 
residencies and eventually in graduates' choice of location 
to practice, as well as in a source of medical students 
coming to Creighton. In fact, one alumna, Dr. Delia D. 
Lynch (M.D. 1909) eventually divided her time between 

offices in Omaha and California, and offered her aid to fellow Creighton graduates 
seeking to locate their practices in California.4

During the post-World War I years, other corresponding increases occurred. 
The size of the faculty climbed gradually from 62 in 1919 to 123 in 1932. Tuition, 
likewise, increased. From $170 in 1919, it had increased to $250 by 1927-28, to $280 
in 1929-30, and to $300 by 1930-31.

Financial Concerns
In addition to tuition and a few incidental fees, such as student union, required 

health exam, breakage deposit, etc., students were required to purchase assorted 
instruments for use in their training, which eventually became a very significant 
expense. Required equipment came to include a microscope, dissecting set, 
haemocytometer, stethoscope, sphygmomanometer, ophthalmoscope, surgical in
struments, hand mirror, nasal and ear specula, laryngeal mirrors, thermometer, and 
various lab and surgical gowns. The Announcement (the annual catalogue) of 1931- 
32 estimates instrument expense at $240; a considerable additional outlay when 
tuition was only $300 per year.

Apparently students tried to get around such 
an expense by sharing instruments. The Announce
ment for most of this period carries a stern warning 
that "it is therefore required not only that the student 
should purchase them at the time specified, but should 
retain them in his possession during his medical 
course. . . . This rule will be strictly enforced by the 
instructors."5 Some students didn't mind too much, 
however. According to Dr. James F. Kennedy, a 1935 
graduate, "With these possessions we felt elevated to 
a status which set us apart from the 'collegiate types'. It made the cruel deprivations 
of the Depressions more bearable."6

Chemistry Laboratory in the Medical 
School, late 1920's.

1919 Commencement.
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In recognition of the fact that expenses may have 
become burdensome to a few, loan funds and scholar
ships were offered for the first time during this period. 
They were modest indeed but an important step for the 
development of later and greater awards. In 1924, the 
Webster Student Loan Fund of $1,000 was established by 
John R. Webster and John Potter Webster. Of this sum, 
$500 was to be loaned out at all times, and the other $500 
was to be permanently invested, with the interest also 
loaned out. In 1929, two perpetual $50 scholarships were 
established, the Kathryn Murphy and Henry C. Murphy 
Memorial Scholarships. The $1,000 Woodbury Student 
Loan Fund was established in 1929. Also, in 1929, the 
Catholic Medical Mission Board announced the donation 
of two full scholarships to the medical school, to train 

doctors for service in foreign missions. These were open to both men and women, 
and applicants had to promise post-graduate service of at least five years in the 
foreign missions.7

Even with such rising tuition rates, the actual cost of educating medical 
students kept going higher. An article of January 1929 in The Creighton Alumnus 
indicates that Creighton University lost $1,000 on each medical graduate, although 
this compared quite favorably to the $2,000 per student for the University of 
Nebraska, and the $19,000 per student for the University of Iowa. Reasons given for 
the low Creighton figures were 'The abundance of clinical materials, the economies 
made possible by the affiliation with St. Joseph's Hospital, and a plethora of efficient 
but low-salaried instructors."8

Other items of note occurred during the 1920's under Dean von Schulte. In 
1921 an additional requirement of a pre-clinical thesis, due at the end of the second 
year of medical studies on a pre-clinical subject, was initiated. A prize of $50 was 
awarded for the best sophomore thesis. This was continued for a number of years 
but appeared to have died out by the late 1930's.

In 1922 a reserve medical unit 
was established at Creighton, the 
Creighton Medical Unit of the orga
nized Reserves, designated as the 
55th General Hospital. It had officer 
personnel of 43, to be made up of 
faculty and graduates of Creighton 
College of Medicine. Its capacity 
was 1,000 beds (expandable to 2,000 
in times of emergency).9

In 1925 the annual medical 
school retreat was established as a 
requirement for medical students,
"thus beginning that eternal conflict 
between the medical students and the Jesuits."10 There may have been acceptance 
of principles but acceptance of details did not rest comfortably with all medical 
students.

Lt. Col. von Schulte, third from left.

Creighton Medical School Office, March 1927. Miss Cranny 
on the job.
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Beginning in the mid 1920's, Junior and Senior Councils were organized. 
These were made up of Basic Science and Clinical Department heads. Students were 
organized into small groups, each one of which had a faculty advisor. This advisor 
kept tabs, so to speak, on his group of students and reported back to the Council, 
whose chair then reported back, semi-annually, to the entire faculty.11

In March of 1928, Creighton was one of 14 schools to be visited by the Interstate 
Post-Graduate Medical Association of North America. Special two-day clinics were 
held for them.12

School of Medicine
In August 1928 Rev. William H. Agnew was inaugurated as President of 

Creighton University and took a keen interest in the Creighton University School of 
Medicine, as it became in 1926 instead of the Creighton University College of 
Medicine. The story goes that after his first inspection visit to the medical school 
shortly after his arrival, Father Agnew issued this order: "Clean it up!". This started 
a reorganization, expansion and refurbishing campaign, estimated to have cost at 
least $25,000 and to have touched most elements of the school.13 At least one element 
of this reorganization was to designate all of Creighton University as a University 
and to designate the separate units as Schools, not colleges.

St. Catherine’s
On the clinical side of medical education, St. James Orphanage agreed in 1928 

to provide clinical pediatric privileges to Creighton medical students. Of more 
significance was the agreement of January 1929 between St. Catherine's Hospital 
and Creighton University. This agreement merged the St. Catherine's School of 
Nursing with Creighton University, under the supervision of the School of Medi
cine. This meant that St. Catherine's educational policies were to be determined by 
Creighton, but finances were still maintained separately. The previous year, in 
March 1928, an identical agreement had been reached with the St. Joseph's Hospital 
School of Nursing. Now it was true in both schools that after three years a nursing 
student could receive a diploma of R.N., but with another two years of study (a total 
of five), he/she could now receive a B.S. in Nursing from 
Creighton. The schools were administered by boards heavily 
weighted with Creighton medical people. Since St. Joseph's 
was already available for clinical use by the School of Medi
cine, the addition of St. Catherine's to the Creighton realm 
had greatest impact for the medical school since that hospital 
was now available for use by medical students.

It is important to explain here the background of St.
Catherine's Hospital. It will be remembered that the Sisters of 
Mercy were the original administrators of the first St. Joseph's 
Hospital (Mercy-St. Joseph's) in 1870. In 1882 they trans
ferred ownership of that institution to the Sisters of St. Francis 
and concentrated their efforts on educational endeavors.

In 1909 Bishop Scannell of Omaha purchased a large 
mansion at 9th & Forest Avenue. Encouraged by Mrs. E. W.
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Nash, wife of the owner of Nash Department 
Store in Omaha, his intent was to found a Catho
lic maternity hospital. The house was remod
elled and in 1910 it opened as a hospital for 
women and children, with a 35-bed capacity. 
The Sisters of Mercy were persuaded to re-enter 
the medical field and to administer it.

In 1916 a $60,000,3-story addition was built, 
and St. Catherine's became a general hospital. 
The transition was reported in dramatic fashion 
by Dr. Clarence Moran, a 1928 graduate:

Original St. Catherine's Hospital and early 
nursing student's uniform. (Courtesy 
Sisters of Mercy Archives, Omaha 
Province.)

The Sisters decided they'd open an obstetrical hospital. And so, 
they got it all ready to go and all of a sudden there was a big accident 
down at the railroad yards, at the depot, which was just a couple of 
blocks further... There was a man that was fairly badly burned, and 
they put him into a car or something, and they ran him right up to 
the new hospital, and from that day on, St. Catherine's was a 
general hospital.14

Further construction in 1925 gave St. Catherine's another new wing and a 4th 
floor addition for a surgical department. At the same time new equipment was 
added throughout the hospital, and by the time Creighton was permitted use of St. 
Catherine's in 1929, it was considered up-to-date, with a capacity of 165 beds.15

St. Catherine's position in the Creighton medical community has always been 
somewhat ambivalent. Certainly pleased to have its facilities for clinical usage, the 
medical school always seemed to rank St. Catherine's beneath St. Joseph's in the 
pecking order. One early medical graduate and later staff member of St. Catherine's, 
Clarence S. Moran (M.D. 1928), indicated that institution was considered a step
daughter of Creighton. He traces an early source of friction between the two 
hospitals to two issues: fee-splitting and standards for surgical practice.

Creighton Medical College students, October 14,1924. Bottom row, just to the right of center are 3 women students, to their left is Rev. William 
Whelan, S.J., Regent. To This left are Dr. Herbert "Pop" Gerald; Dean von Schulte; Dr. James F. McDonald and Dr. Victor Levine. (Courtesy Mrs. 
Clarence S. Moran.)
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The 1925 addition to St. Catherine's Hospital. (Courtesy 
Sisters of Mercy Archives, Omaha Province.)

Fee-Splitting and Surgical Standards
Fee-splitting was a hot issue in medical circles in the 

first quarter of the 20th century.

Doctors, like all others in business, want to 
make money, and so doctors who were a 
little aggressive and wanted to be surgeons, 
they'd go out through the countryside, and 
say to the hometown doctor, "If you send 
me all your surgical cases, I'll give you 
25%" [of what I receive]. That was known 
as fee-splitting.16

The American College of Surgeons at that time was 
struggling to upgrade surgical standards and, in an effort 
to eradicate fee-splitting, required every applicant for mem
bership to sign a pledge not to practice fee-splitting. St. 
Joseph's wanted to be accredited by the American College 
of Surgeons and therefore required all of its surgeons to 
sign this pledge in order to gain permission to do surgery 
there.

Well, there was a doctor who was quite 
prominent in those years by the name of 
Tim Dwyer. And Tim Dwyer . . . appar
ently had the biggest surgical practice of 
any of the doctors in the hospital [St. 
Joseph's]. And they asked him to sign it, 
and he told them to "go jump in the lake."

He wouldn't do i t . And they said, "Well, in that case you can't be 
on the staff here." So he just called the taxicab companies, and had 
all his patients moved from St. Joe down to St. Catherine's. And that 
was the beginning of the friction between St. Joe and St. Catherine's.
And there's been friction ever since, and it still goes on until today.
. . .That friction has waxed or waned ever since.17

Furthermore, the American Medical Association at the time was encouraging 
the increased development of Specialty Boards. If you wanted to be certified as a 
specialist by one of these Boards, a residency had to be completed. This was in 
contrast to what had been the common apprentice method of working closely with 
a practicing specialist, and going out on your own in the specialty area when you felt 
qualified.

St. Joe was always just a little fussy... But St. Catherine didn't have 
any particular requirements to be a surgeon. The hospital grants 
the privileges to the doctors - the Hospital Governing Board. And 
if they grant you permission to do surgery, you can do surgery 
there. And they [St. Catherine's] were pretty liberal. And so a lot 
of doctors that St. Joe wouldn't accept, St. Catherine's did.18

Dr. Clarence S. Moran (M.D. 
1928), Director of Intern 
Education at St. Catherine's, 
taken 1960. (Courtesy Mrs.
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At any rate, as of 1929, St. Catherine's was a part of the Creighton School of 
Medicine community, with all of its attending politics, benefits and side issues. Its 
charity work alone was impressive. St. Catherine's statistics show that during 1930 
over 450 charity patients and almost 300 part-pay patients, using over 7,300 nursing 
days, were treated. Also a total of 42,800 meals were distributed to the needy free 
of charge, many of these sent home in baskets which poor parents would send to the 
hospital with their children.19

Agnew’s Influence
The expansion program initiated under Father 

Agnew's clean-up began with an initial goal of admitting 
100 students to the freshman class of 1929. (Eventually 96 
were actually admitted.) The end goal was "a program of 
expansion and improvement that will enable Creighton 
University to double the capacity of its School of Medi
cine."20 This expansion was made possible by the addi
tion of St. Catherine's, some remodelling and reorganiz
ing at St. Joseph's Hospital, already accomplished by this 
time, and by many changes made in the medical school 
itself.

Between 1929 and Father Agnew's death from can
cer in 1931, classrooms and labs were enlarged, additional instructors were hired 
and new experimental labs were built and equipped.
The library was moved to the third floor of the 
original building, "taking the place of the old surgi
cal amphitheater long disused but vacantly reminis
cent of out-moded methods of mass instruction."21 
New medical equipment was moved into the stu
dents' smoking and lounge rooms, and a new recep
tion room was outfitted. The Anatomy lab was 
relocated "on the top floor, where it belonged."22 
Quarters were provided for maintaining the requi
site animal population for research.

Father Agnew was convinced of the value of research for a medical faculty, and 
took every opportunity to encourage it.

He could not conceive of a teacher or a full-time faculty member 
who was not interested in pushing beyond the borders of the 
known in his own special field. He was convinced that an insensi
bility to the research possibilities of his own field made a man 
unfitted to teach young men in the medical schools of today. And 
one of his last projects was the compilation of the research work of 
the school, with a view to determining who, in his opinion, were 
teachers and who were not.23

In 1929 the rank of Clinical Professor was created, "a new honor established for 
professors who have distinguished themselves for scholarship, publications of 
merit, or professional service of note."24 John W. Duncan (M.D. 1912) was the first 
clinical professor named, in the Department of Surgery.
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New Degrees
Further academic advancement occurred. Also in 1929, for the first time, the 

B.S. in Medicine was offered to students having completed two full years (60 credit 
hours) in undergraduate college work and two years in the medical school. The 
following year, an M.S. in pre-clinical subject areas was first described as being 
available through the Graduate School. And something else first mentioned in the 
1930 Yearbook was a new system of one-year student assistantships, in pre-clinical 
departments, offered to students between their sec
ond and third years of medical school. Their purpose 
was to intensify the understanding of the student in 
basic education before going on to clinical studies, 
and also to improve lab instruction.25 This was an 
opportunity taken advantage of by Dean Richard 
O'Brien.

Consistent with Dr. von Schulte's interest in 
public health and social welfare issues, a series of 
health lectures open to the general public was begun 
in September 1929. Administered and presented by 
the faculty of the School of Medicine and under the 
direct supervision of Dr. Victor E. Levine, Biochemist and medical graduate of 1928, 
this three-part lecture series covered minor ailments, nutrition and diet, and child 
health. 26 This served as information to the public but also brought Creighton 
increasingly into general public awareness.

Continued Growth and Discipline
The medical clinic, or Dispensary, at the school, likewise showed growth 

during this period. Statistics from two years toward the end of the von Schulte 
period show that in 1928, 10,299 new patients made a total of 22,506 visits to the 
Clinic.27 This does not take into consideration the out-patient house calls made. By 
this time a system had been initiated by which the city was divided into districts, 
each district under the direct supervision of a faculty member whose residence was

in closest proximity to it. When a call came for 
medical aid, the student in charge would keep 
in contact with this assigned staff counselor for 
advice and supervision.28

For 1930 the annual number of visits to the 
Dispensary stood at 31,946. Another 2,670 vis
its were made through the "Out-Call" Depart
ment. There was a regular Dispensary staff of 
44 doctors, only three of whom were salaried. It 
was estimated that every week a total of 628 
hours of unpaid medical work was donated by 
staff.29

By this time, the "Out-Call" Department was deemed significant enough to be 
made a Department as such, for as of April 1930, Dr. Charles Murphy, a 1925 
Creighton graduate, was formally designated supervisor of the Department.30 
Added to the Dispensary in the 1930-31 school year, and again entirely consistent 
with Dr. von Schulte's bent toward community welfare causes, was a Social Services

The Creighton Clinic, a boon to the
Depression needy. Early 1930's.
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Division " which investigates the status of the 
patient's family and aids them in receiving 
medical treatment at little or no cost."31

Dr. Clarence S. Moran gives us a brief 
glimpse of the von Schulte years from the 
student's perspective.32 He indicates that 
morals were important, and there was no 
permissiveness to be found in the school. 
Discipline was strict, and justice for infrac
tions was swift. Dr. Moran tells the story of a 
group of students intent on forming a secret 
fraternity, whose general goal was school 
improvements, and whose specific target was 
the clean-up of a particular bathroom. Their 
method of attracting interest in their cause 
was the posting of rather mysterious stickers 
for several days along a well-traveled walking 

route to the school. After several days of this, a corresponding notice was posted at 
the school, quite critical of the school premises - the lack of eating facilities, the smell 
of the Anatomy Lab, the unkempt bathrooms, etc. The administration discovered 
who the three organizers were, all sophomores, and they were promptly expelled! 
There were no questions asked, and there was no Review Board.

There was no standardized dress code, as such, but dressing up in "nice" 
clothes was an accepted expectation. Certain teachers enforced a coat and tie 
requirement for their lectures. Dr. Moran recalls having seen Dr. Ernest Kelley, of 
the Psychiatry Department, throw a student out of class for improper attire.

Dr. Moran also tells of going out on O.B. home delivery calls with a full OB pack 
of equipment, only because he had the good fortune to have as a partner his 
classmate, Gilbert Srb. Dr. Moran's partner had a brother who was a general 
practitioner here in Omaha, and who loaned them his equipment. Otherwise, home 
delivery teams had very little in the way of equipment. Dr. Moran also tells of the 
hiring of junior interns at St. Joseph's to do skut work, primarily histories & 
physicals, because regular interns either were unavailable or didn't want to do them. 
These junior interns lived in the hospital and were given board and room in 
exchange for their services after school hours.

St. Joseph’s Hospital
What of St. Joseph's Hos

pital during the von Schulte era?
In 1919 the hospital established 
its own free dispensary and out
patient department, whose main 
purpose was follow-up of dis
charged surgical patients. 33

In 1923 a $350,000 build
ing program enabled construc
tion of two new components of 
the St. Joseph's complex. The

Dr. Clarence S. Moran (M.D. 1928) with Jane Gunderson, research assistant, 
1958. (Courtesy Mrs. Clarence S. Moran.)
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first was a new residence for the student nurses of the Creighton Memorial Training 
School for Nurses. Its cornerstone was laid on March 19,1923, (fittingly the Feast of 
St. Joseph) and dedicated exactly one year later. The St. Joseph's School of Nursing 
was founded in 1899, but until 1917 all students had been Sisters of St. Francis. In 
1917 lay students were first admitted. It is a testament to the rapid growth of the 
school that by 1923 it was deemed necessary to build a six-story residence to house 
the students. The St. Joseph's School of Nursing remained as a separate program but 
in 1928 was recognized as an integral part of Creighton University for academic 
purposes.34

The second structure built at 
St. Joseph's during the 1923 con
struction program  was a 
Neuropsychiatric Annex, to care for 
psychiatric patients. This was a sepa
rate structure east of the hospital 
proper with accommodations for a 
total of 28 psychiatric patients on 
two floors, "equipped for the care 
and treatment of such cases, with 
hydro therapy tubs, needle showers 
and other modern scientific appara
tus."35

Further enlargement of the hos
pital occurred during 1926-28, when 
$750,000 was expended to literally 

"raise the roof" for much-needed expansion. The original building lost its dormer 
windows to a new fourth floor, and the 1911 addition also added a new floor, making 
it five full stories in that section. The Maternity, Surgical and X-Ray Departments 
spread into the newly acquired floor space. The Creighton Alumnus of March 1928 
notes that Dr. Ben Ewing (M.D. 1923) had the honor of performing the first operation 
in the new operating room, "besting Dr. C. J. Nemem for this distinction by one 
hour."36 The hospital was now huge. Capacity was at 420 beds regularly, 500 beds 
in case of emergency.

Financing for this massive undertaking 
was accomplished by a $500,000 loan, and 
$250,000 secured through final liquidation of 
the remaining assets from Count Creighton's 
estate bequest of 1907. By the worst of the 
Depression, in 1932, coinciding with the end 
of the von Schulte years, the Sisters had 
whittled the loan balance down to $415,000.
This was still a tremendous financial burden 
under which to labor during depression years.37

An interesting bit of hospital lore hap
pened in 1925. Two ancillary sections of St.
Joseph's, the print shop and the gift shop, 
evolved as a result of a bored retired nun.
When Sister M. Wilhelmina Schinner retired 
in 1925, she was eager to keep herself busy.

St. Joseph's Hospital Gift Shop, thanks to Sister Wilhelmina Schinner. 
(Courtesy St. Joseph Hospital Historical Society.)

Student Nurses' Residence at St. Joseph's Hospital, built in 
1923.

88



Chapter VI

She took up printing as a hobby, and finding it expensive, devised a means of 
providing herself with capital to buy a press, paper cutter and type. She rigged up 
a cart full of candy, ice cream, stationery and later toiletries, and went from room to 
room, selling patients needed items. With this money, she practiced her hobby, and 
became so adept at it that by the time of her death, on September 7,1935, St. Joseph's 
Hospital was one of the first in the country to have its own in-house print shop. It 
came to supply all of the thousands of printed forms needed daily by a hospital 
complex, as well as printed materials for the Sisters of St. Francis central offices. 
Meanwhile, after Sister's death, the "cart" business enlarged and evolved into a 
bona fide gift shop, with Sister's boredom paying handsome dividends.38

Other events at St. Joseph's Hospital during the remainder of the von Schulte 
years must be noted. The opening of the Union Pacific Department of the hospital 
took place on May 1,1929. Since the very beginning of Mercy-St. Joseph's Hospital, 
the Union Pacific had designated a physician at St. Joseph's as Union Pacific Chief 
Surgeon. They had maintained and reserved hospital beds on a contingency basis, 
but these had always been scattered throughout the hospital. Now one concentrated 
section of the hospital was dedicated specifically to Union Pacific occupation. This 
served to amplify the St. Joseph-Union Pacific relationship that was to continue long 
into the future.

October 16-18,1930, were days of celebration at the hospital, commemorating 
the Golden Jubilee of the administration of St. Joseph's by the Franciscan Sisters. The 
festivities included banquets, hospital tours and religious ceremonies.

An electric diathermy machine arrived in the Physical Therapy Department in 
August 1931, and was big news. It was the first in the state of Nebraska, and one of 
only a few west of the Mississippi. Thought to be state-of-the-art in combatting 
disease, its function was, through electricity, to artificially raise the body tempera
ture of patients with infections. The theory was that infections in patients who 
develop high temperatures were relatively short-lived in comparison to those who 
did not. The machine was capable of raising body temperature as high as 105 
degrees, and it continued to have some popularity until the development of 
antibiotics.39

Late in 1931, The St. Joseph's Cancer Clinic was established by James F. Kelly 
(M.D. 1915), the hospital radiologist. It was the first in Nebraska, and the first (and 
the only one for many years) in this area to receive full recognition by the American 
College of Surgeons. To qualify for recognition, St. Joseph's had to prove it had 
satisfactory X-Ray equipment, a sufficient supply of radium, adequate meeting and 
study time of cases, and maintenance of periodic case follow-up records.40

St. Joseph's was stepping up its charity work to the unfortunate. In 1925 of 
6,908 patients receiving care there, 2,562 were given that care totally free, while 
another 1,451 were only part-pay patients; 4,013 (or 58%) of the total involved 
charity work.41 By 1930, 3,276 patients received totally free hospital, medical or 
surgical attention at St. Joseph's, and another 2,256 were part-pay patients, for an 
estimated value of $90,000 in free services. In addition, the good Sisters served 
36,250 free meals to the needy.42 These figures are indicative of what was transpiring 
in America as a whole during this period. The Great Depression was raging, and 
these statistics were a portent of the hard times yet to come, both to St. Joseph's 
Hospital, and to the medical school, following the death of Dean von Schulte.
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Chapter VII

The Depression Years: 1932-1939

For the medical school, this was a time of 
survival only, which was true for many institu
tions during those troubled years. A double blow 
made progress even more difficult. Not only were 
grim economic years upon us, but the vigorous 
leadership of Dean Herman von Schulte stopped 
abruptly with his death on July 13,1932 at age 55. 
He had been a man of vigorous mind, but not 
body. The science and art of medicine had been 
making great strides in this century, but the em
phasis on good health habits and preventive medi
cine, which we hear so much about today, was just 
beginning sixty years ago. A wonderful leader, 
organizer and an inspiration to others, Dr. von 
Schulte was also a man of too much girth, who 
smoked cigars or cigarettes almost constantly, 
despite an increasing emphysema which made it 
difficult for him to climb a single flight of stairs.

LA U D  DR. H . VON W . SCHULTE 
FOR LO VE OF H U M AN ITY

From the Omaha Bee News, July 16,1932.

Rev. John J. Mclnerny, S.J., 
Acting Dean 1932-33.

Fortunately for the continuing life of the school, he 
had gathered in, during his deanship, a number of faculty 
members who were excellent teachers and clinicians. One 
might have hoped that among this group there would be 
some competition to step into his position. We do not 
know that any came forward, but it is theorized by some 
who have a recollection of those years that these faculty 
members were already over-burdened with activities. The 
position of dean is those days was not a full-time job, but 
something done in addition to other faculty duties. It did 
carry prestige, but with it a burden of responsibility, and 
little else to compensate. Eventually a physician, Dr. Bryan 
M. Riley, was appointed in September 1933, but for the 
interim year a Jesuit, Rev. John T. Mclnerny, served as 
Acting Dean.

Lean Years
From what is remembered, and little is recorded, 

relatively few innovative steps were attempted during 
these lean years of the later 1930's. This was true of 
Creighton University as a whole, as well as the School of 
Medicine. Of course, the financial constraints of the de
pression were largely responsible, but also the University 
leaders lacked the assertive, dynamic leadership which 
had been more evident in earlier times. As noted then, "the 
administrators of the 1930's, most notably the Rev. Patrick 
J. Mahan, S.J. [March 1931-May 1937] and Rev. Joseph P. 
Zuercher, S.J. [May 1937-December 1943], seemed comfort
able with a low level of advancement."1 This attitude

Bryan M. Riley (M.D. 1900), 
Dean 1933-39.
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filtered down to all levels and colored administrative consciousness throughout the 
University and, coupled with lack of money, made for lackluster years indeed.

The school year following von Schulte's death showed an enrollment of 298 in 
the School of Medicine and a faculty of 125, 89 of whom were Creighton medical 
alumni. The 298 students were from 29 states, plus Hawaii, the District of Columbia 
and Puerto Rico. The largest single block of students (77), as would be expected, 
were from Nebraska, but more than a hundred came from the two states of 
California (60) and New York (46).2

Beginning in 1932, the school was operating on a trimester system. The first 
trimester ran, roughly, from mid-September until Christmas break. The second 
trimester began in early January continuing until about mid-March, and the final 
trimester was mid-March until late May or early June.

The Physical Structure
A glimpse of the physical layout of the school is afforded by the Annual 

Announcement for 1932-33. The south building, which had been the first one 
constructed, contained the Dispensary on the first floor,and the Physiology, Phar
macology and Bio-Chemistry Departments, offices and labs on the second and third 
floors. Also on the second and third floors were the social worker's office and supply 
storage. The Medical Library was on the third floor. The fourth floor contained 
Anatomy and Research laboratories.

The north building, completed in 1910, contained the student 
lounge and cafeteria on the bottom floor and administrative offices 
on the second floor. The Pathology and Anatomy Departments 
occupied the third and fourth floors.3 The arrangements remained 
the same during the entire 1930's decade. For the 1935-36 school 
year, two rooms were added to the Dispensary, to be used for 
Surgery and Obstetrics. At the same time, a private lab for the 
department chairman of Pathology was added, and the dean's 
office was redecorated.4 Other than these minor changes, physical 
arrangements remained static throughout the decade.

The third floor medical library, however, did expand and 
improve. Several sources for increasing library size were explored 
during this period. A memorial book fund was established early in 
1933. Friends and relatives were encouraged to purchase a volume 
for the medical library in memory of the deceased and in lieu of a 
floral memorial. Special recognition was then given to these memo
rial volumes as a tribute to the deceased.5

Also, it became somewhat fashionable to donate the medical 
library of deceased practitioners (usually alumni) to Creighton.
Mrs. von Schulte, widow of the Dean, started the trend when she 
donated about 2,000 volumes of her late husband's library to the school in January 
1933. In addition to the pure sciences and social sciences, it also included a large 
collection of lecture notes and reprints of articles authored by von Schulte.6

Other estates followed suit in donating books. The books of Michael J. Ford 
(MD 1901), D. W. Graves, J. W. Hellwig (MD 1901)and P. J. Flynn (MD 1899) were 
contributed to the library.7 By 1937 the library contained 7,400 volumes and 
subscribed to 80 scientific journals.8 Also, faculty members many times donated a 
volume, here or there, to aid in library development.

CREIGHTON'S X-RAY DEPARTMENT

Creighton School of Medicine X-Ray Depart
ment, circa 1930.
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Standards and Opportunities
Medical school admission requirements remained fundamentally unchanged. 

Four years of specified high school work and two of college remained the norm. 
Students were required, beginning in 1932, to take the Scholastic Aptitude Test for 
Medical Students (forerunner of the MCAT's). They also were asked to produce two 
letters of reference, and to submit to a physical examination.

Selection of applicants who have fulfilled the minimum require
ments is made on the basis of character, quality of college work and 
percentile rating in the Aptitude Tests. Preference will be given to 
students who have had formal instruction in methods of study.9

To this was added, three years later, a prefer
ence given to those who had studied a foreign 
language.10 The addition of "preferences" was no 
doubt due to the large number of applications 
received by Creighton. The 1936 yearbook, The 
Blue Jay, notes the fact that "nine times as many 
students annually apply for admission to the School 
of Medicine as are admitted. "n

For Creighton students, as for the nation as a 
whole, financial considerations were of utmost 
concern during the 1930's. For the first time, in 
1932, student employment was mentioned in the 
yearly medical Announcement. The need for stu
dent employment during medical school was se
verely discouraged:

The medical course makes exact
ing demands upon the time and 
energy of students. It is impor
tant, therefore, that expenses 
should be provided in advance 
and that none should plan to earn any considerable part of their 
support during the school year. . . New students should be pro
vided with enough money to meet the expense of the first year.12

However, in acknowledging the reality that money was indeed scarce and that 
many students might have trouble making ends meet, the Announcement mentions 
the Creighton Union Employment Bureau, and also points up the junior intern 
program of local hospitals for junior and senior students. Firm admonitions 
accompany this acknowledgment, however:

The Faculty reserves the right to order discontinued any work 
which interferes with the satisfactory prosecution of the prescribed 
course. In no case can the exigencies of employment serve to excuse 
unsatisfactory performance of school duties.13

Passing the tube on student John Fairchild 
(M.D. 1941). Behind him is Arnold 
Lempka (M.D. 1941). Taken on April 28, 
1939. (Courtesy Bertram Gosliner, M.D. 
1941.)
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Teaching fellowships were another option open to students to earn money. 
Offered to students with an undergraduate degree after completion of two years of 
medical school, these positions carried a yearly stipend of $500.00. Incumbents 
assisted in labs and class demonstrations, and were expected to pursue academic 
endeavors leading to an advanced degree.14 Furthermore, one 1939 graduate 
indicated that Father Mclnerny, Regent and Acting Dean for one year, bent the rules 
and allowed full time faculty appointees to conduct classes and attend medical 
school at the same time. This was done on an individual basis.15

The inclusion of specific information in the yearly Announcement about schol
arships, loans and medical school prizes are indicative of the concern for student aid. 
By 1938 these loan sources included the Agnew, Webster and Woodbury Loan 
Funds. Prizes included $50 offered for the highest four year cumulative grade 
record; $50 for the best senior thesis (required); $50 for the graduate with the highest 
grades in the Surgery Department; $25 for the best junior thesis (required); and $50, 
offered by the widow of the late Dean von Schulte, for the best sophomore thesis.16

Tuition, lab fees, books and instruments had become a major expense. In 1933, 
at a time when a gas range cost $49.00, rooms at the Hotel Paxton, one of the city's 
best, began at $2.50, and a new spring dress could be had for about $1.79, tuition was 
$100.00 per trimester, for a total of $300.00 per year. Lab fees ran $90.00 for the first 
year, $85.00 for second, $45.00 for third and $25.00 for fourth year. Estimated book 
expense was $45.00 for first year, $40.00 second, $100.00 third and $20.00 for the 
fourth year. Finally, required instruments were estimated to cost $140.00 to 
freshman students, $85.00 for sophomores and $25.00 for juniors.17 This meant that 
an incoming freshman could expect to have out-of-pocket expenses of at least 
$575.00, exclusive of board, room, clothing, etc.

In 1938 this tuition increased to $400.00 
per year, and stayed at this rate the remainder 
of the decade. Students who had done their 
pre-medical preparation in the Creighton Col
lege of Arts and Sciences were given the pre
vious rate of $300.00 the first year the new rate 
was in effect. In 1939, however, even they 
were expected to pay the new $400.00 rate.18

To students in the 1930's, these costs no 
doubt seemed as formidable as tuition rates 
might appear to some today. It is not surpris
ing that major emphasis was put on student 
loan drives, the idea being students helping 
other students. Despite the fact that medical 
students bore one of the heaviest financial 
loads of all students, it was reported that they 
led in contributions to the 1932 Agnew Stu
dent Loan Drive. Their participation was 
100%.19

Omaha Stockyards, 1934, pride of the City. Largely founded by John A. 
Creighton.

Dr. Joseph E. Sobota, (MD 1939), talks of his financial struggles while an 
undergraduate and during medical school at Creighton.

During the depression year of 1932,1 entered Creighton University 
registering in the pre-med curriculum. At that time, and months 
earlier, my assets were at "zero amount." One of the priests told me
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it was foolhardy for any one to enter any university without 
adequate means. Rather than being discouraged I took his advice 
as a challenge. Fortunately I was able to obtain part-time employ
ment by leading the University orchestra. For these services I 
received a part of my pre-med tuition. The rest was earned after 
hours in the music business.20

Dr. Sobota also talks of being discouraged to even 
start medical school without a cash reserve of $1,000.
Employment opportunities were few, and again, they were 
discouraged for medical students due to the intense nature 
of their studies. He remembers a few WPA jobs being 
available from the government, and recalls one other stu
dent, Harold Cole, as being employed as a postal worker.

In addition to waiting tables at the Phi Chi fraternity 
house, Dr. Sobota himself used his musical talent to earn 
funds. He played in the orchestra at Orpheum Theater 
performances. Sometimes a bit of juggling kept him in 
school. When funds ran low, he would hock his musical instruments for $15.00 at 
the hock shop on 14th & Capitol Streets. He then had a problem earning more 
money: how to earn money without an instrument? A friend employed in a music 
shop handily solved his problem by loaning him instruments until he could redeem 
his own.

Another juggling act concerned a loan made available to Dr. Sobota by Father 
Murphy of the Bursar's Office. Dr. Sobota was loaned $75.00 at a time, for a period 
not to exceed three months. At the end of the three months, he would repay the 
$75.00, then turn around and borrow $75.00 for another three months. This began 
in his undergraduate years and continued through medical school. So for at least 
five years, $75.00 was passed back and forth with Dr. Sobota using it in three-month 
intervals, then scrambling to earn it back in time for the three-month deadline.

Dr. Sobota began medical school at Creighton in 
1934. When his resources failed him and even his jug
gling acts couldn't keep him afloat, it was necessary to 
seek special permission to leave school for a year to work 
and earn enough money to continue. He spoke to the 
Jesuit Regent of the School of Medicine, Father John J. 
Mclnerny, whom Dr. Sobota says kept the place going. 
Father Mclnerny gave him a verbal commitment that he 
could have the year off following his freshman year 
provided he came back to school the following year. He 
did this, returning as a sophomore in the fall of 1936. He 
continued his hard work and manipulations and gradu
ated with the class of 1939.21

Dr. Sobota personifies the hard work and dedica
tion needed by some to graduate from medical school in 
the 1930's. No doubt there were others from the Creigh
ton School of Medicine in the 1930's who went through 
similar detours and trials to achieve their goal. We do not

1935-36 Interns, Creighton Memorial St. Joseph's Hospital. 
All 1935 Creighton School of Medicine graduates except 
Rich. Front row: Kovar, Downing, Iwersen, Kennedy, 
Katsuki. Back row: Formanack, Ferlic, Byrnes, Rich, Neu. 
James F. Kennedy, 4th from left, front row, writes, "Grim 
expressions exemplify the mood of the Depression and 
having an income of $20.00 a month." (Courtesy Dr. James 
F. Kennedy, M.D. 1935.)
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have details of all the struggles. What we do know is that if these graduates achieved 
respect, personal satisfaction and material advancement in later life in the medical 
field, they earned it and the fruits of their considerable efforts.

Clinical Activities and Social Service
If there was an increased emphasis on any one phase of medical education at 

Creighton during the 1930's, it would be the clinical aspects of student preparation. 
In 1934 obstetrical privileges were obtained at the Salvation Army Women's

Hospital, 1702 Grace Street (renamed the Booth Me
morial Hospital and moved to 2404 Pratt Street about 
1938). At the same time, a prenatal clinic was estab
lished at Friendship House, 19th & Ohio Streets.22

More significant was the growth of the school's 
Dispensary and Clinic, whose work load continued 
to expand. As the depression ground on, and more 
citizens were in need of free medical services, 
Creighton's School of Medicine responded with an 
increased stress on the social service aspect of its 
clinic operation. Medical students of 1933 and 1934 
heard lectures by Father James Morrin, Executive 

Director of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Omaha. He spoke on topics such as 
"Family Relief in the Time of Depression" and "Social Case Work and the Need of 
Character Building by Relief-Giving Organizations."23

A full-fledged Social Service Department was maintained at the School Dis
pensary,

Main entrance, Mercy Hospital, 
Council Bluffs, 1930's.

whose duty it is to investigate the financial status of every clinical 
patient. And while true charity must be intelligently selective, it 
must not be guilty of objectionable, unkindly or excessive prying 
into private affairs.

Creighton's Social Service department has been efficient and 
thorough without violating these canons of good taste. Close 
cooperation with all of Omaha's social agencies, and tactful conver
sations with patients and visits to their homes have brought about 
a just and kindly ministration of charity.24

In December 1935 a new director of the Social Service Department was named, 
Miss Lucille O'Reilly. Miss O'Reilly held a B. A. and had a background of extensive 
medical social work experience with the AM A, Ameri
can Red Cross, New York Settlement Houses, and 
Columbia Presbyterian Hospital.25

The 1937 Blue Jay yearbook makes a point of 
listing the Dispensary's affiliations with major city 
social organizations. These included the Omaha 
Council of Social Agencies, the Visiting Nurses Asso
ciation, the Public School Nurses, the Omaha Ortho
pedic Society, the Diocesan Catholic Charities and
7, T , , m  i  i  • a . , .  St. Bernard's Hospital, Council Bluffs,the Nebraska Tuberculosis Association.26 i930'S.
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Clinic statistics for those years are indicative of the greater need for free 
medical care in Omaha and of the magnitude of the Depression in general. An article 
reporting the 1932 figures for the dispensary calls the Creighton Clinic Omaha's 
greatest charity. It assigns a value of $185,000 to the 32,207 patient visits to the Clinic, 
the 1,963 home visits made and the pharmaceuticals provided by the School of 
Pharmacy. This was exclusive of the dental work and hospitalization provided.27

Figures continued to increase. By 1937 the value of the 8,000 hours donated by 
doctors, nurses and social workers at the Dispensary was placed at $250,000. Home 
visits for 1937 had increased to 3,156.28 The figures for 1939 show an increase to 
34,455 total dispensary visits, and 3,245 home visits.

Clearly, the numbers indicate that students had a tremendous opportunity for 
practical clinical application of their medical skills. It was reckoned that one out of 
every seven citizens of Omaha at the time made use of the Creighton Clinic and 
Dispensary.29

St. Joseph’s Hospital
St. Joseph's Hospital, always 

the primary clinical facility for the 
Creighton School of Medicine, was 
also having to face the depression.
Records for 1931, just prior to von 
Schulte's death, indicate that 3,673 
part-pay patients received 49,901 
hospital days of care, while 1,470 
totally free patients received 15,690 
free hospital days. This was out of a total of 7,464 admissions.30

The next few years were dismal ones financially for the hospital. Cash income 
was down 18% in 1932, and a deficit of $10,000 was incurred. Patient admissions for 
1932 fell by 10,000 days of service from those of 1931. Twenty-two percent of all 
hospital business was done on a free basis, and 10,742 free meals were provided in

St. Joseph's Hospital in the 1930's -  a big place!

1932.
In 1933 the situation worsened. Free services increased to 25.4% of total 

business, cash income was down another 9%, and 17,103 free meals were provided. 
During this year, a record 101 men per meal lined up for free food. The mortgage

St. Joseph's Hospital, 1930's. View from the southwest.

payments stopped all together during 1932, and it 
was all the Sisters could do to meet the $21,935 
annual interest payment.31

From 1934 on there began slow but sure im
provement in the financial picture of the hospital. In 
19341,339 free patients accounted for 22% of a total 
of 6,061 patients. Part-pay patients totaled 3,414 
(56% of all patients). This meant that only 22% of all 
patients were able to pay their bills to St. Joseph's 
Hospital in full.32 There was, however, a noticeable 
decline of almost 10,000 free meals served, bringing 
the 1934 total to 7,631.

In 1936 the Sisters were able to refinance the 
remaining $415,000 mortgage balance on a more 
advantageous interest and repayment basis. In
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1937 payments were again resumed on the mortgage proper.33 The worst of the 
financial crisis had passed.

Despite the debts and financial difficulties, life, death and medicine went on 
at St. Joseph's. One Mother Superior, Sister Mary Cosma, celebrated her golden 
anniversary as a religious (October 1933) amidst much pomp, ceremony and 
banqueting.34 Then ill health forced her to resign as Superior of the Hospital, in 
March of 1934.35 Her successor, Sister Mary Fulgentia, in turn celebrated her golden 
jubilee in April 1936. The festivities were complete with a banquet attended by local 
civic and church dignitaries and a ceremony in which she was attended by 50 small 
girls dressed in white, wearing crowns of gold. The ceremony culminated with her 
being crowned by the Bishop of Omaha.36

Improvements at St. Joseph's during the 1930's were necessary ones of a 
practical nature in ancillary services, costly but not showy. Boilers were replaced in 
1934, and in 1938 a new bakery was built, a central stores division was established, 
kitchen improvements were made and lounge and library facilities for patients and 
interns were provided. In 1939 laundry facilities were improved, and a new 
building to house the Business Office was begun east of the main lobby.37

Other items of note occurred at St. Joseph's Hospital during the 1930's. The 
hospital's ties to official organizations were strengthened during this decade. In 
March of 1932, the Nebraska Division of the American College of Surgeons held a 
two-day conference in Omaha, and St. Joseph's was the site chosen to demonstrate 
surgical equipment and hospital management techniques.38

In March of 1933, St. Joseph's and St. Catherine's joined the newly organized 
Omaha Hospital Council, whose purpose was to "promote efficiency and coopera
tion in and between the various hospitals, and to consider matters of mutual interest 
to the institutions, including business, credit and nursing problems."39

In June 1935 Omaha was the host city for the annual meeting of the Catholic 
Hospital Association of the United States and Canada. A preliminary inspection 
tour of Omaha by Father Alphonse Schwitalla of the St. Louis Medical School, 
president of the association, had emphasized Creighton's ties to St. Joseph's, and 
helped him decide on the Omaha meeting site.40

Babies were highlighted several times during the 1930's at St. Joseph's. In May 
of 1933, a St. Joseph's Babies' Homecoming Day was celebrated in conjunction with 
National Hospital Day. It was reported that since its inception 14 years before, 5,082 
babies had been born in the St. Joseph Maternity Department. This would have 
made "St. Joseph's Babytown" the 15th largest community in Nebraska in 1933.41 In 
February 1938, a Well Baby Clinic was established to give periodic exams to 
newborns.42 This doesn't sound at all unusual today but was a fairly innovative 
concept for 1938.

The Radiology Department was especially active during the 1930's. In March 
1932 the addition of a state-of-the-art deep therapy X-Ray machine made news.43 A 
tumor clinic, the only one of its kind in Nebraska recognized by the American 
College of Surgeons, was established in January 1934 under the auspices of the Chief 
of Radiology, Dr. James F. Kelly (M.D. 1915).44 December of 1938 saw the largest 
portable X-Ray machine in the United States installed at the hospital. It was custom 
built to the specifications of Dr. Kelly.45

98



St. Joseph's Hospital Kitchen, 1930's. Pathology Laboratory of St. Joseph's Hospital in the 1930's.

The number of residencies at St. Joseph's approved 
by the AMA's Council on Medical Education expanded 
during this period. In 1933 a radiology residency was 
approved, with Dr. D. Arnold Dowell (M.D.1931) serving 
as the first radiology resident.46 In 1938, specialty residen
cies in Medicine, Obstetrics, Gynecology, Pathology and 
Surgery were all approved.47

Public Image
One thing the Creighton University School of Medi

cine did especially well during the 1930's was to increase 
public awareness of and appreciation for the school. The 
Clinic and Dispensary were, of course, the primary ve

hicle for keeping Creighton in Omaha's public consciousness. Various other means 
were also used to highlight Creighton medicine, both to professional circles, and to 
the populace of Omaha and Nebraska as well. For example, Creighton co-sponsored 
a booth with the Nebraska Medical Association at the Nebraska State Fair of 1932. 
In addition to displays of medical equipment, promotional materials were distrib
uted, highlighting the history of Creighton University and its medical school, and 
detailing the contributions made to Nebraska by the Creighton brothers.48

The Creighton University of the Air continued broad
casting its daily radio series, and the School of Medicine 
contributed programs. Some examples were Dr. C. M.
Wilhelmj speaking on "Great Plagues of the Middle Ages" 
on March 12,1934, and Dr. F. C. Hill presenting a program 
on "Blood Poisoning" on January 29, 1934.49

A futuristic idea, begun in 1935, was the area's first 
flying ambulance, named the Angel of Mercy. While not 
specifically associated with Creighton, the doctors involved 
in the project were Creighton grads almost to the man, and 
all associated with St. Joseph's Hospital. This had to be 
good publicity for all involved. Ironically, it can be noted 
that the plane was owned by Heafey and Heafey, well- 
known funeral directors in Omaha.50

Dr. James F. McDonald, 
Professor of Physiology, "at 
the mike" for WOW Radio 
program, late 1930's.

The Baby Room at St. Joseph's in the 1930's.
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One of the best ways for a medical school 
to increase professional awareness and en
hance standing within academic circles is to 
sponsor clinics. These serve a legitimate post
graduate educational need, but also familiar
ize the medical community with the host 
school. In the 1930's, Creighton School of 
Medicine sponsored several of these. A good 
example was a popular three-day tumor clinic 
held in April 1933.51

In January 1936 Creighton and St. Joseph 
Hospital were much involved in the program 
and clinics of the Medical Association of the 
Missouri Pacific Railroad.

Mid-West Clinical
The most significant of the clinics held 

during this decade was the Omaha Mid-West 
Clinical Society. The idea for the Society origi
nated in 1932 with Dr. Joseph D. McCarthy, who envisioned an organization to offer 
opportunities for medical post-graduate education to area physicians. After prob
ing local interest, the formation of the Omaha-Mid-West Clinical Society was 
announced on December 22,1932. Its stated purposes were:

-  To make possible the highest type of postgraduate assemblies in 
Omaha for all physicians of the Midwest.

-  To systematize and coordinate the clinics and teaching facilities 
of Omaha so that they are made available throughout the year to 
visiting physicians. (The focus 50 years later was on the once-a- 
year fall program.)

-  To build a cohesive group capable of carrying on the work 
necessary to postgraduate teaching.

-  To familiarize the physicians and laymen of this territory with 
the splendid opportunities afforded in Omaha for medical and 
surgical service.52

Among the first elected officers were Creighton's own Dr. Adolph Sachs (M.D. 
1907, Professor and Chair of the Department of Medicine) as Vice-President, and 
Drs. J.F. Langdon (M.D. 1906) and B.M. Riley (M.D. 1900 and Dean of the school at 
the time) on the Executive Committee.

The first meeting of the Society convened on October 30,1933, with about 600 
physicians in attendance. It featured exhibits, lectures, clinics and banquets. By 1935 
both Creighton and the Nebraska College of Medicine determined that senior 
students at their schools would be required to attend all sessions as a part of their 
curriculum. In 1940, after multitudes of requests were made for reprints of 
presentations given at the sessions, it was decided to establish The Journal of the 
Omaha Mid-West Clinical Society. This instrument was published continuously at 
least until 1969.

Air Ambulance, the first in Nebraska. Left to right: T. P. and C. P. Heafey; 
William L. Sucha (M.D. 1908); John R. Dwyer (M.D. 1912); Edward E. 
McMahon (M.D. 1920); John J. Gleeson (M.D. 1912); Beulah Bohenkamp, 
R.N.; Benjamin Ewing (M.D. 1923); John F. Langdon (M.D. 1906); and John 
W. Duncan (M.D. 1912). (Courtesy Heafey, Heafey, Hoffman, Dworak and 
Cutler.)

100



Chapter VII

The Society continued to grow and prosper. 
It had some hard times during the 1960's but 
bounced back stronger than ever. It continues to 
this day, with Creighton and the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center playing cooperative roles 
in its organization and functioning. It has been 
combined with School of Medicine class reunions
so that graduates can conveniently incorporate

All of the above emphasizes the fact that the

cine adversely as it did all institutions nationwide. 
But Creighton was still able to prosper and ad
vance, despite the financial exigencies of the de
cade. In addition to the impressive level of charity

School's affiliated hospitals, innovative concepts

the two.

work accomplished through the Clinic and the

were introduced and translated into reality. The area's first air ambulance, the 
expansion of residency opportunities, Creighton's involvement in the newly formed 
Omaha Mid-West Clinical Society, and the establishment of tumor and well-baby 
clinics -  all denote a commitment to medical progress and a leadership role in 
achieving it. Most importantly, the School did persevere in maintaining its primary 
goal, the quality education of physicians. When World War II increased the tempo 
of medical education nationwide, the Creighton School of Medicine was ready to 
meet the new challenges.
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Chapter VIII

Wilhelmj and World War II, 1939-1948

A fortunate date in Creighton history was September 
13, 1939, when Dr. Charles M. Wilhelmj was appointed 
Dean of our School of Medicine. A handsome, energetic 
man of Polish ancestry, the only problem he presented was 
how to pronounce his name. Students all quickly learned 
that it was WIL-HELL-ME, with a slight accent on the 
HELL, but not for malicious purposes, since he was univer
sally regarded as kind and fair. He had been at Creighton 
for nine years as Professor of Physiology but was still a 
young man, just 42 years old at the time of his appointment 
as Dean. The beginning of his tenure marked the end of the 
Depression.

Before coming to Creighton, Dr. Wilhelmj received his B.S., M.D. and M.S. 
degrees from St. Louis University, where he also did his internship and gained some 
teaching experience. There followed a fellowship at the Mayo Clinic, after which he 
served on the Mayo Clinic staff and instructed in Physiology at the University of 
Minnesota School of Medicine.1

Dr. Wilhelmj brought a youthful vitality to his new position, and the fresh 
viewpoint of an outsider. He was known as a gifted researcher and a prolific writer, 
at the time of his appointment having written about 80 scientific papers. But he was 
chiefly known as a brilliant, effective teacher and an inspiring speaker. When asked 
to remember teachers or colleagues who stood out in their memories, all who knew 
him spoke the name Wilhelmj. Most cited him in his capacity as researcher and 
teacher. Dr. William Reals (M.D. 1945), now Dean of the University of Kansas School 
of Medicine, says that Dr. Wilhelmj was "one of the best lecturers I've ever heard 
anywhere" and says that he still has notes kept from Dr. Wilhelmj's Physiology 
classes. He considers Dr. Wilhelmj a "tremendous teacher, [hej made Physiology 
an absolutely marvelous course."2

One man noted that Dr. Wilhelmj had some reluctance to accept the deanship,3 
preferring to spend more time teaching and doing research. But all agreed that he 
was a gentleman and a man whose leadership greatly enhanced the Creighton 
School of Medicine. (See the Appendix of biographical information on the Deans.)

It was during this time that the dynamism of new leadership, coupled with the 
exigencies of a wartime situation, seemed to create a new spirit at our School of 
Medicine. It was a time of heightened demands, of quickened schedules, of greater 
expectations. The 1940's at Creighton brought increased challenges and an opti
mism and confidence born of meeting those challenges.

New Construction
The first milestone under Dr. Wilhelmj's tenure was the opening of the two- 

story addition to the Medical School. Opened for the school year of 1939, it had been 
planned for and constructed under the deanship of his predecessor, Dr. Riley, and 
to Dr. Riley and those other planners who defied the doldrums of the depression 
goes the credit for this important school addition. But its opening at the beginning 
of Charles Wilhelmj's deanship also fits well with the quickened tempo of medical 
education about to begin.

Charles M. Wilhelmj, M.D., 
Dean 1939-48.
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The 60 x 48 foot addition, costing $20,000, was located behind the south 
building of the Medical School complex. The top floor contained the Gross Anatomy 
lab and Anatomy Departmental offices. The entire lower floor was used for 
additional Dispensary space, increasing its capacity by about 50%. Twelve new 
rooms in all were outfitted for special clinics, such as Cystoscopy and

This new addition also left room for reshuffling in the 
original buildings. The fourth floor of the south building, 
where Gross Anatomy had been located was made into 
research labs, office space and animal quarters for the 
Departments of Biochemistry, Experimental Surgery, Physi
ology and X-Ray Research. The third and fourth floors of 
the north building were also rearranged, giving Bacteriol
ogy, Pathology and Micro-Anatomy more space.4

Physical changes took place in the older part of the 
Dispensary, as well. A new clinical lab was completed, and 
the X-Ray Department was enlarged to two X-Ray units, 
one for radiographic work only and the second for fluoro
scopic work. Partitions and swinging doors were installed 
where curtains had formerly served the same purpose. An 
intercom system was installed and the waiting room pro
vided with new seats. Some new equipment was re
quested by every Department, and all were provided for. 

All of these changes were accomplished by April 1940.5 Even at this early date, 
however, World War II was having its effect on Creighton. As reported in The 
Creightonian:

Its opening delayed by the European war, the new clinic 
quarters at the School of Medicine were placed in use this 
week. Strange as it seems, the fighting several thousands 
of miles distant from Omaha delayed the clinic opening 
because American manufacturers, swamped by surgical 
supply orders from the belligerents, were unable to fill 
some domestic orders promptly. But the last of the shiny, 
new equipment arrived recently.6

Entrance Requirements
There were other changes made early in Dr. Wilhelmj's tenure. In 

December 1939, he announced more stringent entrance requirements, 
to be effective September, 1940. As recommended by the AMA, appli
cants were to have 90 semester hours (3 years) of college work prior to 
admission to Medical School, and these were to include specified 
required amounts of English, Biology, Physics and Basic and Organic 
Chemistry. Statistics, Math, Physical Chemistry and language courses 
were strongly recommended, but not required.7 The 1940 Bulletin also 
made a plea for more well-rounded applicants:

Since it is highly desirable that the medical student obtain as broad 
a cultural background as possible, it is strongly recommended that 
the remaining credits include additional work in English, History,

Meeting with a friend, 1939. Left to 
right: Stephen Hanten (M.D. 1943); 
Howard Rudersdorf (M.D. 1943); Harold 
Mueller (M.D. 1943) and Joseph Erdi 
(M.D. 1943). (Courtesy Dr. Howard 
Rudersdorf.)

Gastroenterology.

Anatomy Laboratory, 1939. 
Left to right: Joseph Erdi 
(M.D. 1943); Harold Mueller 
(M.D. 1943); Howard 
Rudersdorf (M.D. 1943); 
Austin E. Schill (M.D. 1943). 
(Courtesy Dr. Howard 
Rudersdorf.)
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Philosophy, Psychology, Sociology, Music or Art, preference being 
shown in the order named.8

Later the shortage of doctors for the war effort prompted Creighton to rescind 
temporarily the three-year entrance requirement, and revert for the remainder of the 
war to a 60-semester hour prerequisite. The 1943-44 Bulletin carries this statement: 
"For the duration of the war applicants will be admitted to the School of Medicine 
on 60 semester hours of college credit."9 The starting date for this reversal was the 
freshman class beginning January 4,1944.

The 1945-46 Bulletin again lists 90 hours as a prerequisite for admission, but this 
time with the qualification: "Applicants whose education was interrupted by a call 
to the armed forces will be admitted to the School of Medicine on 60 semester hours 
of college credit."10

Curriculum Changes
There were changes in the curriculum at this time as well, designed to provide 

students with even more practical clinical experience. Beginning with the summer 
of 1940, junior students were required to spend at least one-third of the summer 
months in rotations at the Dispensary. "This work is obligatory and must be 
satisfactorily completed before the junior student can advance into the senior year. 
Beginning with the summer of 1941 sophomore students will also be required to 
spend approximately one-third of the summer in the Dispensary."11

Consistent with the increased emphasis on clinical work was the announce
ment by Dr. Wilhelmj in February 1940 that in the junior and senior years, emphasis 
would be placed on dry clinics and patient contacts, rather than didactic work. 
Specifically, in surgery there would be less observation, and more bedside diagnosis 
and pre/post surgical care.12

In October 1941 came the announcement that seniors would be spending their 
entire day in clinical settings. The class would be divided 
into three groups: Medicine, Surgery and Dispensary 
Services. Three months were spent in each. Those in 
Medicine and Surgery would spend their entire day in a 
hospital. Four students were assigned to St. Catherine's, 
eight to Mercy Hospital and the remaining fifty-two to St. 
Joseph's. The morning would be spent in clinics and/or 
surgery. Clinical lectures would be given for several 
hours in the early afternoon, followed by 2-3 hours in 
clinical work. This would consist of histories, physicals, 
pre/post operative care and laboratory work. The hospi
tal groups would also be given various special lectures 
and demonstrations, including anesthesia and physical 
therapy. While on the Surgical rotation, two and a half 
weeks were spent on Surgical Pathology service. Coordi
nating student efforts at St. Joseph's Hospital, the pri
mary clinical site, was Dr. Richard Egan (M.D. 1940),

future Dean of the school.
Students in the third group, Dispensary Services, were to spend their morn

ings in clinics at the Dispensary, their early afternoons at the hospital lectures, and 
their late afternoons doing home calls for the Out Call and Home Obstetrical 
Services.

Trying the Levine tube, 1943. Elmer G. Stolz (M.D. 1945) 
passing tube, William Reals (M.D. 1945) receiving. Dr. 
Herbert "Pop" Gerald on far right observing, Robert Donlin 
(M.D. 1945) behind Stolz, Claude Miller (M.D. 1945) sitting 
on table. (Courtesy Dr. William Reals.)
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Minor changes were also made in the 
sophomore year, but the big change was mov
ing basic courses in OB/GYN, Surgery and 
Medicine from the junior back to the sopho
more year. This was done with the idea that it 
would achieve greater coordination between 
the basic sciences being studied by sopho
mores, and clinical medicine and surgery fun
damentals13 (the best integration of which is 
still a concern for all medical schools.)

Beginning with the 1945 Bulletin, the 
Bachelor of Science in Medicine (B.S.M.) was 
no longer offered to students. First offered in 
1929, it seemingly passed from the educa
tional scene with no fanfare. It was simply 
omitted from mention from 1945 on.

War Comes to Creighton
The big event which shaped the course 

of medical education in the 1940's at Creigh
ton, as for the rest of the nation, was World War II. Even prior to the December 1941 
U.S. entry into the war, military considerations began to play an important role on 
the Creighton campus. As early as 1935, Creighton medicine and the military were 
associated, and in that year, 24 graduating physicians were awarded ROTC reserve 
commissions as 1st Lieutenants in the Medical Reserve.14

In April 1940 the War Department requested that our School of Medicine 
consider a contingency plan to establish the 44th Surgical Hospital in the event of a 
military emergency. This was to include 20 medical officers, 120 enlisted men, 20 
nurses, and was to replace the World War I plan, Base Hospital 55.15

The rumblings of war continued to get closer to the United States and to 
Creighton. In March 1941 came the announcement from the Selective Service Board 
that as of July of that year all college students previously deferred by virtue of 
student status would be subject to the same classifications as other youth. Defer
ment would be granted only for occupation, dependency or disability reasons. This 
was done to avoid appearances of a privileged class. There were hints of a class II- 
A of "necessary men," those deferred by virtue of the importance of their civilian 
positions to the national good. It was thought medical students might be in this 
category.16

In December of 1941, just 10 days after Pearl Harbor, it was announced that 
Dean Wilhelmj would chair the Civilian Defense Council for the Douglas County 
Medical Society. In this capacity, he had to organize the hospitals and medical 
professionals in the area, and prepare to mobilize them if necessary.17

February of 1942 found Dr. Wilhelmj and the Jesuit Regent, Rev. John Mclnerny, 
at a meeting in Chicago with representatives of the Association of American Medical 
Colleges and the American Medical Association's Council on Medical Education, to 
determine the wartime status of medical education. According to the plan estab
lished at this time, physically able male students accepted by a medical school would 
be given an inactive commission in the Army or Navy, and were under the direct
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Sophomore class, 1943. Note the uniforms. Front row: Flanagan, Gandek, Fuller, 
Dooly, Beirne, Adams, Turgeon, Garvey (President), Rufe, Cutcliff, Sar, Cole, 
Pullman, Goldware, McAllister, Coutu, Hawkins. Second row: Starley, 
McFadden, Stolz, Hermanson, Reedy, Reals, Ragione, Mallia, Kwapiszeski, 
Kieber, Walsh, Tom, Gillogly, Ringer, Handley, Lutt. Third row: de la Vega, 
Maintz, Powers, Miller, Turgeon, Nino, Lauder, Byrd, Kehoe, Shepard, Bleicher, 
Oetting, Maloney, Mansell. Fourth row: Tanner, McNamara, Blak, Smith, Roche, 
Black, Healey, Miller, Donlin, Mathiasen, Pantano, Nolan, Schonebaum, Jarrett. 
(Courtesy Dr. William Reals.)

supervision of the Surgeon General of their 
branch of service. When graduated, they 
then would be converted to an active com
mission.

The questions raised at this meeting 
revolved around the suggested plan of 
graduating medical students in three years. 
One problem was that if the curriculum 
was accelerated to three years, eliminat
ing vacation periods, students who de
pended on summer vacation to earn money 
would be left short of funds.

An issue raised by Dr. Wilhelmj was 
that of state licensing laws. Nebraska, like 
several other states, required four years of 
medical school for a licenced M.D. If 
programs were accelerated to three years, 
states would need to reinterpret their re
spective legislation.18

These were issues that had to 
be resolved quickly, for in late Feb
ruary 1942, it was announced that 
beginning with June 1942, the Hill
top colleges of Creighton University 
would begin an accelerated, three- 
year program. This was followed a 
month later by Creighton University 
President Rev. JosephZuercher's an
nouncement that the medical and 
dental colleges would follow suit.
Beginning July 1942, vacation peri
ods were to be eliminated, and the 
Medical School would be on a year-
round program.19 This was the 9-9-9 Program, so named because the course of 
instruction consisted of three 9-month periods, back to back.20 Students would 
graduate in three years or less.

The formal statement in the Creighton University Bulletin of the School of Medicine 
reads:

Pathology Laboratory, 1940's.

Because of the grave shortage of doctors for the Army, Navy, U.S. 
Public Health Service and civilian needs, the medical schools of the 
United States have been asked to accelerate their program so that 
the four years of medical training may be given in approximately 
three calendar years. The Creighton University School of Medicine 
has responded to this request and has accomplished the accelera
tion primarily by eliminating the usual long vacation period.

In adopting the accelerated program, there will be no devia
tion from the high standards of medical education which the 
Creighton University School of Medicine has always maintained,..
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After students have been accepted and have paid the customary 
deposit fee of $75.00, they will then be eligible for commissions as 
Ensigns H-V (P) in the Navy and as Second Lieutenants in the 
Medical Administrative Corps of the Army.21

Creighton was at war, and campus activities during 1942 clearly reflected it. 
The first air raid siren in the city was installed on Creighton's Administration 
Building in February 1942. Two Creighton publications, Shadows (a literary maga
zine) and the Bluejay (yearbook), suspended publications for the duration of the war 
effort to conserve resources. Fraternities sponsored scrap drives for needed war 
materials and vied with each other for higher yields. On May 6,1942, all students 
signed up for sugar rationing. Purchase of defense stamps, rather than tickets, 
admitted students to campus social functions.

An announcement on September 23, 1942, by the 
Rev. H.W. Linn, faculty representative for the armed 
forces, indicated that a full 85% of all male students were 
in the military reserves "directly preparing to deal with 
the Nazi Wehrmacht or the squat backstabbers of Ja
pan,"22 as the Creightonian so vehemently put it. Of the 
Medical School's 230 students, 223 were signed on. About 
two-thirds were in the Army Specialized Training Pro
gram, two took ROTC and the rest were in the Navy V-12 
Program.23

Campus war activities continued. In October 1942 
all male students were required to register and attend the 
commando training conducted on a newly constructed 
obstacle course. In December of that year came the 
announcement that Creighton University football would 
be discontinued for the duration. (As it turned out, this was a permanent change.) 
The November 1942 Bulletin carried a rather urgent plea for loaning microscopes for 
the use of medical students:

Dr. Margaret Degnan Jeffrey (M.D. 1948) holds medical 
degree in one hand, her baby daughter in the other. Both 
arrived on the same morning. Looking on is husband, 
Robert A. Jeffrey (M.D. 1947), St. Joseph intern, who 
accepted her degree at Commencement.

Due to the great demand for microscopes by the Army and Navy it 
is impossible for medical students or for Schools of Medicine to 
purchase microscopes for student use. A microscope is the sine qua 
non of student's equipment in the laboratory procedures in which 
he is instructed. Hence we are calling on our Alumni in this 
emergency to help us obtain microscopes in order that we might 
continue adequate instruction. At least fifty (50) microscopes are 
needed for the incoming class of March 1943. If you have a 
microscope which you can donate, loan, sell, or rent, to the school 
please inform us.24

Off to War
Meanwhile, more and more people with Creighton affiliations became directly 

involved in the military effort. By December 1942,1,127 Creighton alumni were with 
the armed forces. The number of School of Medicine alumni was the highest of all 
of the University's Schools, having contributed 320 doctors to the military. Two of
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these 320 had already given their lives to the war effort: Captain Andrew H. 
Panettiere (M.D. 1935), who died on Guadalcanal, and Lt. Frederick Jardon 
(M.D.1939).

Captain Andrew H. Panettiere 
(M.D. 1935). Killed in action 
on Guadalcanal, November 
23,1942.

In addition to alumni, many of our medical faculty 
were leaving their teaching duties and enlisting in the war 
effort as medical officers. As noted by Dr. Joseph M. 
Holthaus (M.D. 1947):

The negative side was that most of the 
faculty was off to war also. We had a very 
sparse faculty and we were taught exclu
sively by practicing physicians in the com
munity. And some of them, of course, 
were excellent, but there weren't enough 
of them. So they were all busy because so 
many doctors were going off to war.25

Drs. Clarence Moran (one of the first to enlist), Victor 
Levine, Nicholas Dietz, Zeno Korth, D. Arnold Dowell, J. P.
Cogley -  these and many others of the mainstays at the 
medical school -  went off to serve their country. The 
annual Bulletins of the school increasingly carried the 
notation "Absent on Military Service" next to the names of 
professors, associate professors, assistant professors and 

instructors. Because of this, there 
was a trend to bring in as lectur
ers Creighton medical graduates 
from years long past, those still 
active in the medical field, yet too 
old for military service. Examples
were Drs. Edwin C. Henry (M.D. 1895), Alva S. Pinto (M.D. 
1898) and Frederick J. Wearne (M.D. 1898).

Students in Uniform
In 1943 the government officially created the pro

grams whereby selected students, both undergraduate 
and professional, were members of the military but contin
ued schooling in uniform. The Army program was the 
ASTP (Army Specialized Training Program); the Navy 
program carried the name V-12 Program. Students ac

cepted for the programs were furnished money for housing, rations, uniforms, 
books and tuition. All expenses were government-paid. Aspirants were required 
to take a qualifying exam. Those selected were either sent directly to the medical 
school to which they had been accepted, or, if the starting date was far enough in the 
future, were sent to basic training first.

Dr. William Reals (M.D. 1945) talked of his experiences in medical school 
under the ASTP program.26 Having entered medical school in 1942, prior to the 
inception of the program, he and his classmates were commissioned as either Army 
Second Lieutenants or Navy Ensigns, to keep them out of the draft pool. Once the

Clarence S. Moran (M.D. 
1928), eventually Colonel 
Moran. Taken in San 
Francisco, 1942, before 
shipping for Hawaii. 
(Courtesy Mrs. Clarence S. 
Moran.)

Lt. Frederick Jardon (M.D. 
1939). WW II plane crash 
victim.
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program was initiated, the students 
were taken either to Ft. Leavenworth 
(Army) or the Great Lakes Nava] 
Center for formal induction. They 
were then issued uniforms and sent 
back to school as military personnel.

Dr. Reals (himself from the Army 
branch of the program) recalls well 
some of the differences in the Army 
and Navy programs. The Army stu
dents, although technically one rank 
higher than their Navy counterparts, 
were issued scratchy OD uniforms. 
Since Creighton had Army facilities 
here, they were also required to drill 

on Saturday mornings. The Navy men had snappy dress uniforms that enlisted 
military personnel in town often saluted, and the more unfeeling of the Navy 
students would sometimes sit in the bleachers at the Creighton football field and 
laugh at the Saturday morning drills of their Army friends.

Although some schools with ASTP and V-12 programs had barracks, the 
Creighton program simply issued extra quarters' allowance for their members. 
Since a student could get an extra $50.00 per month if he had a wife, Dr. Reals 
indicates that there was a rash of marriages. Married medical students were not 
common then, so possibly the $50.00 extra played a part in Cupid's plans.

Furthermore, Dr. Reals indicates that everyone in his class who could pass the 
physical exam was in one or the other program. Once the military was paying the 
bills, however, they were tough taskmasters. If a student received lower than 70% 
in any exam, he was simply out of the program, and out of medical school. This was 
undoubtedly an impetus to study. There were no makeups allowed, no questions 
asked. In the class of 1945, Dr. Reals states that a full 25% of those who started as 
freshmen did not finish the course to graduate. Two or three resigned for health 
reasons, but the rest were ousted for academic insufficiencies. Dr. Reals further 
recalls that those dropped were promised a second chance at medical school after the 
war, but to his knowledge none of them ever came back to finish.

Wartime Events
During these war years, many medical happenings revolved around the war 

effort. Special courses pertaining to War Medicine were established as part of the 
curriculum, and special military subjects were integrated into existing courses. 
Courses such as The Physiological Principles of Aviation Medicine, The Physiologi
cal Principles of Chemical Warfare Casualties, First Aid, The Treatment of Casual
ties Due to Chemical Warfare, and Tropical Medicine were introduced in the 1943 
schoolyear.27

In addition, some special courses and seminars were offered on military topics 
at various times. In January 1943 Dean Wilhelmj and Dr. W.J. McMartin attended 
a three-day course in Chicago on Medical Aspects of Chemical Warfare, with the 
directive to carry this information back to area students and Omaha physicians.28 In 
February 1943, an all-day seminar was conducted at St. Joseph's Flospital on 
Parasitic Diseases and the Hookworm, as "part of the national movement to

Creighton Medical School Army Specialized Training Unit in 
February 1945. Taken in front of Josyln Museum. The five in 
front are the NCO's and the Commanding Officer. (Courtesy 
William S. Reals, M.D. 1945.)
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improve the teaching of 
tropical m edicine in all 
schools of medicine."29

In March of the same 
year, Army and Navy doc
tors conducted the first of a 
series of meetings for large 
groups of local medical per
sonnel, including medical 
students. Their topic was 
"American Medical Skill at 
the Fighting Front."30

A Disaster Squad was formed by the Creighton sophomore and junior Medical 
School classes late in 1942, under the direction of the Red Cross. It was trained to 
provide evacuation, rescue, first aid and other forms of emergency medical care in 
case of unusual need, military or otherwise. At first it was active only in mock air 
raids and training drills, but eventually it had a real test during a flood in April 1943. 
That was one of Omaha's great floods, when the mighty Missouri rose twenty some 
feet above the usual spring water level. It had produced spring floods about every 
generation for countless millenia, but following this big one, more effort went into 
damming the upper river and its tributaries to bring some control over future threats 
of catastrophe. This flood kept students and citizens busy for days with serious 
problems, but there were a few lighter moments reported.

Because the first call came on a Sunday at 5:30 A.M., the police had some 
problems rousting some of our volunteers out of the Phi Chi house. There were also 
accounts of some students so eager to help others that they fell out of the boat 
themselves.31

But it was serious work and the medical students were efficient enough to win 
two letters of commendation for their efforts. Millard R. Speier, chairman of the sub
committee on Rescue Disaster Preparedness, and Vincent Flascall, Chairman of the 
local Red Cross, both thanked and congratulated Creighton on its "tremendous 
disaster operation."32

There were still some events of significance in the Medical School which had 
little or nothing to do with the war effort. Notable among these were the following:

In April 1940, the State Board of Pennsylvania gave graduates of the Creighton 
School of Medicine reciprocity to practice medicine in their state without taking their 
State Board exams. Pennsylvania had special laws that precluded reciprocity until 
a favorable hands-on inspection had been made of each specific school. This was 
done, and Creighton passed with flying colors.33

A new publication, The Bulletin of the Creighton University School of Medicine, 
was established and the first issue published in November 1940. This was designed 
by Dean Wilhelmj as a report of the various research and publication efforts of the 
Creighton medical faculty, and reflected his interest in research activities within 
academic medicine. It was not long-lived, since it appeared only from November 
1940 to early 1953, (in 1949 its name was changed to The Journal of the Creighton 
University School of Medicine.) but it did meet a need. In later issues it contained not 
only articles and abstracts of books but also recent accessions to the Creighton 
medical library and information on Creighton exhibits at the annual Omaha Mid- 
West Clinical Society.

Phi Beta Pi Intramural basketball champs, 1941.
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In December 1940, the American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology announced 
the invention of the Luikart forceps by Dr. Ralph Luikart, Associate Professor of 
Obstetrics at Creighton. This was looked upon as a milestone in the development 
of Obstetrics and was based on the original Luikart-Kjelland instrument invented 
three years previously. This instrument, "designed to give the greatest possible 
margin of safety while fulfilling every need for traction, brought mobility and safety 
of operation to a new high standard."34

The Omaha Mid-West Clinical Society continued its annual fall meeting in 
Omaha, with Creighton alumni and faculty members occupying spotlight positions 
because of research, presentation and exhibit activities.

In March 1946 an announcement was made that a Child Guidance Clinic 
would be operated by the Creighton School of Medicine. It was to be under the 
direction of Dr. Robert J. Streitweisser, Assistant Professor of Neuropsychiatry. 
Although the main thrust of the clinic was to combat juvenile delinquency (through 
psychological and psychiatric evaluations), hearing, vision and "mental normality" 
would also be dealt w ith.35

Somewhat aligned with this thrust toward pediatrics was the creation of a new 
program in October 1947, in cooperation with the Kiwanis Clubs of Omaha. The 
Department of Otology, backed financially by the Kiwanis, would send profession
als into public schools to conduct hearing tests. Those with suspect results would 
be forwarded to the Dispensary, where specialists would conduct more in-depth 
exams and attempt to correct defects.36

The War Goes On
Meanwhile the war effort continued in full swing on campus. In February 1943 

Creighton became one of 281 colleges and universities nationwide that hosted the 
training of units of the Air Corps. Stationed at Creighton for periods of five months 
of classroom teaching, these air cadets were barracked in dorms on campus.

Completing the military picture at Creighton was the addition of the ASTRP 
(Army Specialized Training Reserve Program) in October 1944. These students 
were members of the enlisted reserve but they were earmarked for the Army Air 
Corps. (A separate Air Force was not created until a few years after World War II.) 
This was in addition to the regular ROTC, the ASTP and the V-12 programs already 
in residence on campus.

In recognition of the contribution made to the war effort by Creighton 
University, an armed Navy cargo vessel was christened the SS Creighton Victory on 
March 21,1945. It was launched from Portland Oregon at a ceremony where the 
main speaker was a Portland physician and Creighton graduate, Dr. James B. Foley 
(M.D. 1932).37

Although the only program with medical enrollees was the ASTP/V-12 
already discussed, these other military units certainly gave the campus an overall 
military cast. It has even been speculated that it was this preponderance of military 
training units that kept Creighton open during the war years. This is certainly a 
possibility because, except for the Medical School, enrollment took a steep plunge. 
The accelerated programs continued, both on the regular campus and in the Medical 
School. The first graduation of the "new rushed-up program," as the student paper 
called it, was held March 15,1943. Two "firsts" are notable. This was the first mid
term graduation in the history of Creighton University, and this was the first time 
a woman won the prestigious Dr. Adolph Sachs prize for the highest four-year
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scholastic average in Medical School. The award winner was Dr. Agnes Jennings of 
San Francisco.38 (Rosie the Riveter wasn't the only one who carved new paths for 
women.)

As implied by the accelerated program, there were no real vacation periods. 
Final exams ended March 14, graduation was March 15, and the new term began on 
March 19,1943. This was the pattern for the duration of the war years.

The next medical graduation took place on December 20,1943, and the third 
war-time commencement was September 22,1944, which was the first time gradu
ation took place at the Joslyn Memorial. This was also the first class to take their 
entire medical school course under the accelerated program. They graduated 
exactly three years, to the day, after enrolling as freshmen.39 The new graduates were 
then sworn in and commissioned in their respective service branches. June 7,1945, 
was again an all-school commencement, the first since 1942. This was simply 
coincident with the timing of the nine-month programs.

March 17,1946, was the last graduation of the speeded-up program. It marked 
a return to the normal pre-war schedule for Creighton medical and dental students, 
to begin the following September. It was with much relief to all that the Medical 
School program was allowed to return to a less frenetic pace. Dr. Wilhelmj reflected 
on it with the following statement:

The accelerated program of medical study was designed to put 
students through the regular four-year course in three years. This 
means three years of continual studying, discounting the usual 
three months vacation period. This three-month period is impor
tant to a student, it gives him a chance to divert his mind, getting 
away from studying, so when he returns, his mind is able to absorb 
the work much easier. For this reason, I favor the four-year course.40

Students, too, "weren't exactly sad as they looked forward to a 3 month 
summer vacation, the first since the start of the accelerated program, 4 years ago".41 
When asked by the student newspaper about upcoming vacation plans, mention 
was made of lying on the beaches of California, mountain climbing and living the 
life of ease.

Peace at Last
As the war moved toward an obvious end, provisions began to be made for 

returning medical veterans. Early in 1944, all medical schools were requested to 
outline programs for refresher courses for returning doctors. Creighton complied 
in November 1944, when every clinical department announced special course work 
and clinical work in the Dispensary and the affiliated hospitals. These refresher 
courses were designed to cover medical advances made while doctors served in the 
military. A unique feature of the Creighton courses was the preceptorship, allowing 
faculty members one-on-one observation and consultation with returning doctors, 
many of whom had been away from civilian practice for extended periods of time 
or had gone into the service directly from medical school.

The tuition for these courses, under most circumstances covered by the GI Bill 
of Rights, was gratis if for any reason the returning doctor was not eligible for 
veterans benefits. The courses were scheduled to begin as soon as any medical 
officers began to be discharged by the services.42

115



Wilhelmj and World War II, 1939-1948

With the gearing down of the war effort came an end to the ASTP/V-12 
programs. These programs were of the longest duration for medical students. The 
War Department made an announcement as early as February 1944 of a planned cut
back in the ASTP, transferring many students to active duty due to the military 
necessity for increased manpower. Medical students were not affected.43 In 
September 1944 the ASTP was discontinued in the dental school at Creighton.44 
Already, by June 1944, the President of Creighton was able to state that 20% of those 
being accepted to the Creighton medical school were civilians, while 55% were 
Army trainees and 25% Navy trainees.45

Yet it was not until December 19,1945, that the Navy V-12 program officially 
ended for medical students at Creighton. And not until March 1946 was the ASTP 
formally demobilized.

Our V-12 students traveled to the Great Lakes Naval Training Station on 
December 16, 1945, where they were formally placed on inactive status. The 
Creightonian summarized their situation with this whimsical blank verse:

I'll be home for Christmas,
And in civilian clothes.
The Navy doesn't want me,
But they still won't let me go.46

The Navy was generous in expressing its grati
tude to Creighton for conducting the V-12 program 
and contributing medical officers to its ranks. In 
December 1945 the Surgeon General of the Navy 

awarded a letter of commendation to the Creighton School of Medicine for distin
guished service in World War II, in operating and assisting with the V-12 program.47 
This was followed by the award of a bronze plaque of appreciation from the 
Secretary of the Navy to Creighton University in June 1947, given on the basis of 
Creighton's outstanding service to the Navy V-12 (medical) and V-5 (dental) 
programs.48

On March 14,1946,96 men from the medical school were 
formally discharged from the Army. This marked an end not 
only to the ASTP program at Creighton but also to the three- 
year limited vacation schedule and the Creighton war effort 
in general. The graduating seniors were commissioned as 
active-duty officers at graduation, and the underclassmen 
traveled to Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, where they were offi
cially transferred from active military status to civilian status, 
completing their medical service in the Reserve Corps.49

The war was finally over for Creighton and its Medical 
School. Most students who had gone through military pro
grams but who had not finished the medical course at the end 
of the war were able to finish under the GI Bill of Rights. So as later Dean, Dr. Joseph 
Holthaus (M.D. 1947) noted, several classes of students had their entire medical 
education covered financially by the government in one way or the other.50

Many tributes, individual and collective, were paid to physicians, medical 
students and medical schools for their contributions to the war effort. One adver
tisement from the May 7,1943 Creightonian stands out, both for the sincerity of its
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message, and as an ironic reminder of how times and medical knowledge have since 
changed. The advertisement is for Chesterfield cigarettes and carries the commen
dation:

They're true to their pledge. America's 180,000 men and women of 
medicine are serving humanity faithfully wherever the need may 
be. They give their best with our troops and are doing double duty 
at hom e.51

The ad shows a military physician holding a cigarette (Chesterfield, of course), 
looking quite pleased with himself!

The Honored War Dead
A much more sobering aftermath of the war was the number of Creighton 

alumni and students killed. Of the 150 who lost their lives, 14 were graduates of the 
Creighton School of Medicine. The names, graduation dates, and places of death, 
if known, of the medical graduates who lost their lives, follow:

Captain Vincent F. Atene, M.D.1938, European Theatre 
Lt. Gilbert Campbell, M.D. 1940, Solomons 
Captain Anthony S. Greco, M.D. 1941, Italy 
Major W. J. Hawes, M.D. 1913, Europe 
Lt. Fredrick J. Jardon, M.D. 1939, Virginia 
Captain William E. McClain, Jr., M.D. 1938, Europe 
Captain Hugh J.McLaughlin, M.D. 1924, Oregon 
Leo Paul Martin, M.D. 1927
Captain Charles J. Mooter, M.D. 1941, New Caledonia
Captain A.H. Panettiere, M.D. 1935, Guadalcanal
Lt. Albert J. Porporato, M.D. 1932, Pacific
Lt. Charles A. Rethers, M.D. 1933
Lt. Joseph Ruiz, M.D. 1939, Solomons
Captain Isadore M. Silverman, M.D. 1936, France52

Hints of the Future
The period of time following the end of World War II until Dr. Wilhelmj's 

resignation as Dean in September 1948 was a stabilization period, a time to return 
to normal and savor the normalcy after the upheavals of war. At the Creighton 
School of Medicine, this time period saw the earliest signs of a surprising number 
of new trends which would come to fruition much later.

Trends in numbers of students and tuition rates began to change. From 1939 
through the war years, the number of students remained relatively constant, 
between 226 and 257. In 1949 we see an increase to 289 students, which, while only 
a small change in itself, presages the greater increases to come. This trend culmi
nated with the mid-1970's and forward, when student numbers held consistently 
well over 400.

(An interesting aside: In 1940, the number of medical students from California 
was 52, for the first time outnumbering Nebraskans, whose number was only 39.)53
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Tuition rates, too, begin their upward 
course during this period. In 1939 the tuition 
was $400 per year. This was held constant, no 
doubt by design, through the war years. But in 
1946 the rate increased to $500 per year, with 
the note that further increases might be neces
sary to cover the resumption of activities inter
rupted by the war. Lab fees were $92.50 the 
first two years and slightly lesser amounts the 
last two. Books were estimated at $270 for the 
four years and instruments to cost almost an
other $200. The 1947-1949 Bulletin shows an
other tuition boost, to $700 per year.54 The 
economic pressures of medical education be
gan to be felt.

In other financial matters, there began to 
emerge a flattering picture for the School of 
Medicine and its graduates. Increasingly, Creighton University was successfully 
soliciting support from its alumni for its programs and future development. These 
funds had various names through the years: Loyalty Fund and Development 
Program, to name two. One emerging trend was that the School of Medicine 
graduates were consistently among the top, if not the top, numbers of those donating 
to aid in Creighton development. This showed not only a generosity of spirit but also 
a recognition by those physicians of the true quality of education they received, and 
a desire for others to be able to benefit from its continued existence and advance
ment.

Here are some specific examples of the School of Medicine alumni contribu
tions:

In the 1943 Alumni Loyalty Fund, of a total of $21,395.50 in contributions, 
$11,589.50 came from medical graduates. The next closest college was Arts and 
Sciences, with a total of $6,964.75 contributed.55 Other summaries of Loyalty Fund 
contributions showed similar ratios, of which the School of Medicine can be proud.

In the late 1940's, a unique outreach program was begun as part of the 
Creighton Development Program. Henry W. Linn, S.J. became Creighton's roving 
ambassador to alumni, going by automobile all over the country to speak to alums, 
individually and in groups. His purpose was to cultivate both good will and sizeable 
pledge contributions for the Development Program.

Father Linn's assistant for medical alumni was Dr. Louis D. McGuire (M.D. 
1917), Assistant Professor of Surgery and practicing Omaha surgeon. He and 
several other Creighton doctors closed their offices for periods of time, even up to 
several months, to travel by car to contact Creighton doctors in faraway cities.

Father Linn and the team of physicians led by Dr. McGuire were successful 
beyond their expectations. The report for the 1947-48 year shows total pledges to the 
Development Program of $872,258, of which $726,389 were from medical graduates. 
Their contributions average $1,150 per man.56 The language was pre-women's lib but 
the figures reflect well on the School of Medicine and its graduates.

Another trend of the future emerging was the increasing availability of 
residency programs through the Medical School. It was noted previously that some 
residencies were offered prior to this time and approved in the 1930's -  Radiology,

118



Chapter VIII

Medicine, OB/GYN, Pathology and 
Surgery. However, these were not an
nounced in the annual Medical School 
Bulletins, because they were offered 
under the auspices of St. Joseph's Hos
pital. Although the School of Medicine 
provided some administration, it was 
not financially involved in their opera
tion.

In the 1946-47 Bulletin, however, 
a formal announcement was made of 
three-year residencies in the Depart
ments of Medicine, Pathology, Radiol
ogy and OB/GYN. These were consid
ered under the Graduate School and 
could lead to an M.S. degree.

The following year's Bulletin enlarges on this to include one-year residencies 
in Pediatrics and Surgery. It also elaborates on the mechanics of the programs. 
Those considered for the 3-year program must be M.D.'s and have completed a one- 
year internship. The three-year programs led to the M.S. degree and included 
clinical study, lab experimentation, teaching experience, medical administration, 
elective study and research to prepare a master's thesis. The one-year programs did 
not lead to graduate degrees, and therefore the aspirant registered not with the 
Graduate School but with the School of Medicine.57

The trend beginning to emerge here was two-fold: more residencies became 
available related to the School of Medicine, and more and more graduates sought 
further medical training after the M.D. degree and more often in university-related 
residencies. The trend culminated, of course, with the residency today becoming a 
universal feature of post-graduate life.

Another emerging tendency was increased compe
tition and pressure as it related to medical school. Com
petition as to who entered medical school became more 
intense. Admittance procedures became more time-con
suming. The process started earlier in one's career. 
Whereas once it was enough to take an exam the summer 
prior to proposed entry, by 1948 students were taking the 
Medical College Aptitude Test (MCAT) on October 30, 
1948, to be considered for possible admission in Septem
ber 1949.58

A short article in The Bulletin of the Creighton School 
of Medicine in February 1942 by Dr. Herbert F. Gerald, 
member of the Committee on Admissions, shows that 
even at this date a great deal of analysis went into the 
selection process. The article is entitled "Evaluation of 
Grades," and abstracts a ten-year study, which concludes 
that premedical grade averages correlate well with suc
cess or failure in medical school.59

Interns and Residents at St. Joseph's Hospital, 1947-48. Front 
row, left to right: Joseph Hart (M.D. 1942); Dr. Wilhelmj, 
former Dean; Douglas D. McLean (M.D. i946); Dr. R. Kovar 
(M.D. 1935); Richard Egan (M.D. 1940), future Dean; Adolph 
Sachs (M.D. 1907); Thomas Foley (M.D. 1940); William Reals 
(M.D. 1945); B. Carl Russum (M.D. 1916); Dr. William Reedy. 
Back row: Daniel Roccaforte (M.D. 1947); Robert Jeffrey 
(M.D. 1947); John J. Carroll (M.D. 1947); Dr. Morrow; Dr. B. 
Mullens; John J. McGathan (M.D. 1947); John J. Gleeson 
(M.D. 1947); Stanley W. Brummett (M.D. 1947); Hilliare H. 
Doolittle (M.D. 1947); George L. Barnett (M.D. 1947).

Residents at St. Joseph's Hospital, about 1947. Seated, 
left to right: Stanley Rose, Pediatrics; Anthony J. 
Lombardo (M.D. 1944), Pediatrics; Robert Slattery, 
Internal Medicine; Bradley Woodruff, Radiology; 
Standing, left to right: William Rost, Surgery; Thomas 
Foley (M.D. 1940), OB/GYN; William Reals (M.D. 1945), 
Pathology; Corkle, Radiology. (Courtesy Dr. William 
Reals.)
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Once admitted to Medical School at Creighton, there seemed to be, if not 
greater emphasis placed on scholastic regulations, at least greater elaboration in the 
annual Bulletin as to specific rules and regulations and their enforcement proce
dures.

Medical School Leads the Way
The spirit of innovation and leadership in medical advances became more 

highly visible at the School of Medicine in various ways. On a small scale, the 
relatively new idea of inoculation protection from the flu was accepted by the 
medical students at Creighton earlier than at other schools in the University, and 
paid off during a flu epidemic at the School in March 1947. It was reported that 
because of the high numbers of flu shots, the School of Medicine had the least 
number of absences of any school in the University. According to one source, "A 
heavy toll in absentees was taken by the epidemic in most of the other schools." 60

On a much larger scale, the School of Medicine gained national attention with 
its experiment with televised surgery in May 1947. In the late 1940's, television was 
the new miracle, and its possibilities for entertainment, commercial and educational 
purposes were seen as limitless. At Creighton, the campus pioneer in the use of 
television was the Rev. R. C. Williams. Father Williams, working with WOW-TV 
and Creighton surgeons at St. Joseph's Hospital, successfully televised at that early 
date a symposium on carcinoma of the stomach.

This was only the third such event in the nation, and the first west of the 
Mississippi. The first had been at Johns Hopkins just three months earlier, the 
second at The Cleveland Clinic, and now the third was done at St. Joseph's Hospital 
on May 16, 1947, for National Hospital Day. It was broadcast to an audience 
assembled in the School of Nursing a half-block away.61

The entire procedure for the televised 
symposium was explained in an article in 
Hospital Progress of January 1948, authored by 
four of the surgeons involved, all from the 
Department of Surgery at Creighton: John W.
Gatewood (M.D. 1933), Arthur C. Johnson,
Harry H. McCarthy (M.D. 1937), and Louis D.
McGuire (M.D. 1917).62 One camera had been 
suspended from the ceiling, while a second 
viewed the action from a side point. Micro
phones were suspended above the operating 
table, allowing the physicians to provide a 
running commentary while the actual surgery 
was being televised.

After each step of the operational proce
dure, appropriate instructions were given. The 
anesthesiologist commented on his procedure 
and the history and physical findings were reported during the incision-cutting. 
The carcinoma of the stomach was located while the surgeons discussed the 
procedure and various types of resections. During closing, the radiologist displayed 
the X-rays and their correlation with the diagnosis and surgery. The pathologist 
then displayed the just-excised specimen and discussed the observable pathology. 
Finally, the post-operative treatment plan was discussed by the surgeons.

Televised surgery.
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All went smoothly, and as the chief technical adviser for WOW-TV stated, 
"Our chief worry was that the cameramen who had to be in the operating room 
might pass out on us. I understand [that] a special nurse was assigned to keep an 
eye on them."63

The journal article included insightful analysis as to the teaching and medical 
benefits to be derived from the use of television for teaching surgery. These included 
better, clearer teaching of a greater number by fewer professionals; better protection 
of the principles of isolation in special wards and greater sterility in surgical settings; 
greater privacy for patients; and quite simply, better vantage points in physically 
seeing whatever is being demonstrated. These and other observations demon
strated the forward-looking vision and innovative spirit of the surgeons who, as 
prominent members of the Department of Surgery at Creighton, reflected the 
viewpoint of the School of Medicine as well. The article noted that a second 
operation was scheduled for telecast in October of 1948. This one was set to coincide 
with the Mid-West Clinical conference being held at the time, to which it would be 
broadcast.64

Research Activities
There was also a move toward increased research 

activities at Creighton at this time, much of it government- 
sponsored through grants. The interest of Dr. Wilhelmj 
himself toward research activities influenced the school's 
increasing tendency in that direction. Dr. Wilhelmj had 
noted that wartime exigencies helped to speed research in 
some areas. 65 Necessity had again been the mother of 
invention.

Increasingly there were newspaper notices of gov
ernment grants being awarded to the Creighton School of reLarchries WlIhelm̂ doing 
Medicine, a $5,000 government grant for this research, or a
$10,000 grant for that. One medical historian indicated that research was increas
ingly being done because the money was there, rather than the government funding 
research that would have been ongoing in any case. He cites figures from the 
National Institute of Health, the agency of the U.S. Public Health Service used for 
transmittal of these research funds. In 1944, for example, only $150,000 nationwide 
was given to non-National Institute of Health research activities. Just three years 
later, in 1947, 8.3 million dollars were awarded for this purpose, and by 1955 the 
amount had risen to seventy million dollars!66

Obviously there was a trend here, and one in which the Creighton School of 
Medicine became involved. In September 1948 Dean Charles Wilhelmj resigned to 
become the school's first Director of Research. Creighton had made the commitment 
to research activities, and Dr. Wilhelmj was to give shape to this commitment in the 
capacity of his new office for years to come.

St. Joseph’s During the War Years
Just as Creighton University endured the war years well, so too did St. Joseph's 

Hospital. While, of course, it was affected by the upheavals of war (personnel 
constraints, supply and rationing shortages, emergency preparedness, etc.), there 
were several events of note during the 1940's, most of which had little to do with the 
war.
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Nuns at St. Joseph's Hospital, 1940's.

On November 19,1940, St. Joseph's opened the first blood 
bank in the state of Nebraska. It was under the direction of the 
hospital pathologist, Dr. B.C.Russum (M.D. 1916), and was 
called by the Omaha World Herald "The Bank of Life." The first 
official donors were nine Creighton freshmen football players.
Within the first two weeks of operation, doctors directly attri
buted the saving of two lives to the ready availability of the 
correct blood types from the newly formed Blood Bank.

During World War II, the Office of Civilian Defense 
designated St. Joseph's as one of only two hospitals in the state 
as a repository for dried blood plasma.67

A major event for St. Joseph's was the establishment of the 
Sister Kenny Treatment Center for Poliomyelitis. Sister Eliza
beth Kenny was an Australian nurse later living in Minneapolis 
who had popularized a treatment method for polio. A representative from St. 
Joseph's traveled to Minneapolis, stayed for six months until April 1943, studying 
her methods, and then brought back her knowledge to start the unit here.

Remodelling began in a small unit of the Pedi
atric section of the hospital to house the special Polio
myelitis Department. Although it appeared at first as 
if the government would not approve the construc
tion materials as "essential" (this was wartime), the 
approval was finally granted. The building began, 
but before it could be completed, the first acute polio 
patient arrived on April 12,1943: an eight-year-old 
girl from California.

Following this, 
patients began to ar

rive in large numbers, so that the entire first floor of 
the south wing had to be converted to Pediatrics. By 
the year's end, 89 cases had been admitted. Nine 
deaths did occur, but with the hot packs and the rest 
of the Kenny treatment, almost all of the surviving 
cases experienced some improvement, if not com
plete recovery.

Sister Kenny herself visited the center briefly in 
October 1943. She was a woman of strong convictions 
and Dr. John M. Martin, (M.D. 1943) had this to say of her:

Staff Doctor's Lounge Room, St.
Joseph's, 1940's.

Private room and bath at St. Joseph's, 
1945.

During the polio epidemic, St. Joseph Hospital was the treat
ment center for the state of Nebraska. I was rotating through 
Pediatrics, - no interns or resident - just me!!

Then in came Sister Kenny and hot packs. She did not believe 
in the iron lung and I was the one who had to order a child be put 
in one. She had no use for medical students, let alone one who could 
override her wishes.
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Since then I've been cursed, bald [sic] out and chewed on but 
never by anyone as verbal as Sister Kenny. I'm sure her medical 
vernacular has never been on any printed page.

And to think this all happened before "second opinion" 
became popular.68

A milestone was reached for St. Joseph's Hospital as 
it celebrated its 75th anniversary in September 1945. 
Banquets, teas, religious ceremonies, special clinics, a 
concert and an open house all helped to focus public 
attention on just how far the small St. Joseph's-Mercy 
Hospital had come in its 75 years of existence. The 
hospital historian, Francis J. Bath, published the official 
history of the institution. St. Joseph's had truly become 
an Omaha landmark.

One last major event of note took place September 
17,1948. Ground was broken for the Our Lady of Victory 
unit for "nervous and mental" patients. This was the first 
major construction at the hospital since 1927-28. It was to 

be a five-story structure with a capacity of 135 beds (expandable to 177), adjoined by 
a one-story gym/auditorium and connected by a corridor to the north part of the 
existing hospital. It was estimated at outset to cost $1,686,460, and took two years 
to build.69

The ground breaking itself marked the beginning of an important step for St. 
Joseph's. It indicated a continued and stronger commitment to mental health 
matters at a time when mental health was not a hot issue and when many people 
pretended mental problems didn't exist. But St. Joseph's was continuing a special
ization that it had started in 1923 when it first opened its annex for Mental and 
Nervous patients. This commitment continues to the present day in the existence of 
the St. Joseph Center for Mental Health.

St. Joseph's Hospital celebrates its 75th anniversary, 1945.
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Chapter IX

The Placid Years -  The End Of An Era 
1949-1959

Speakers table at the dinner honoring new Dean Percy 
Carroll. Left to right: Rev. Harry A. Crimmins, S.J., Rej 
Rev. William H. McCabe, S.J.; Mrs. John Courtney; Dr.
Carroll; Dr. John E. Courtney (M.D. 1930), who acted as 
Toastmaster; Dr. Charles M.Wilhelmj; and Mrs. Carroll.

The Calm Before the Storm
The events of this ten year period at the Creighton School of Medicine parallel 

events at the national level. People lived and died, decisions were made, careers 
were forged, yet all of this seems, from today's hurried vantage point, to have been 
done in a much more relaxed, tranquil manner. Eisenhower became President, the 
suburbs were beginning to flourish, and most women were back at home after their 
stints in the workplace during WWII. Once the Korean conflict was over, the nation 
seemed to heave a collective sigh of relief and settle back to day-to-day life. One 
outstanding characteristic that emanates from the 1950's is its very ordinariness.

At Creighton, too, life and medical education con
tinued. There were a few remarkable developments 
although no one event that stands out as characteristic of 
the period. Many of the trends seeded after World War II 
began to develop, and we can see medical education 
begin to take the shape it has today. Some underlying 
tensions and significant problems were fomenting, but 
for the most part, the Creighton School of Medicine 
continued doing what it has always done best: educate 
competent physicians.

Following the resignation of Dr. Charles Wilhelmj 
to become the school's first Director of Research, a mili
tary man, Dr. Percy J. Carroll was appointed Dean effec
tive September 1,1948. Dr. Carroll had received his M.D. 
in 1914 from the St. Louis University School of Medicine 
and was commissioned by the Army in 1915. There 
followed a distinguished 31-year military career. High

lights included service with General John J. Pershing to capture Pancho Villa in 1916, 
World War I service in France, assignment as Chief of Surgical Services on Corregidor 
from 1920-22, service in China from 1935-37, and command of the Army Medical 
Center in Manila before World War II. Finally, in 1942, Dr. Carroll was appointed 
Chief Surgeon of the U.S. Forces in the entire Southwest Pacific theatre. He was 
promoted to Brigadier General, awarded the Distinguished Service Medal, and 
later, for reorganization of Vaughan General Hospital in Hines, Illinois, the Legion 
of Merit. He retired from the military in 1946, and returned to his alma mater, where 
he was a consultant in industrial and preventive medicine until he came to 
Creighton.1

By all accounts, Dr. Carroll was very military, and ran the school in this fashion. 
One medical graduate interviewed said that Dr. Carroll was a retired general, and 
when asked to elaborate, said that "retired general" said it all. The same source 
indicated that the Dean, in fact, preferred the title General to that of Doctor.2

Another source indicated that Dr. Carroll ran the school by issuing military
like orders, some of which concerned rather minute details. For example, on the 
occasion of the school's first AAMC inspection during his tenure, Dr. Carroll issued 
an order that all window shades be kept at an equal level throughout the school.3
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To Dr. Carroll's credit, another source indicated that efficiency and a sense of 
order were maintained as a result of such a militaristic administration. Also, it was 
noted that since many medical students at the time were veterans or reservists, the 
Dean spoke a language quite familiar to them and with which they were comfort
able.

After three years, Dr. Carroll resigned to return to St. Louis. The Omaha World 
Herald stated: "He [Dr. Carroll] intended to stay at Creighton only two years but 
officials had asked him to stay a third year."4

Replacing Dr. Carroll was a native Californian, 
Dr. Frederick G. Gillick. As is always the case, the 
appointment of a new Dean with a totally disparate 
background gives a new slant to the administration 
of a medical school. Whereas Dr. Carroll had been a 
military man almost his entire career, Dr. Gillick had 
a background in clinical medicine, medical teaching 
and research.

Dr. Gillick had been in private practice in Cali
fornia during the 1940's and at one time or another 
had had teaching experience at the St. Louis Univer
sity School of Medicine, the University of California, 
Georgetown University and the Catholic University 
of America. He was affiliated in various capacities 
with the U.S. Public Health Service between 1942 and 

1950. His area of research work had been cardiology, and, because of this interest, 
he held various posts with the Heart Association at both state and national levels. 
His last position before coming to Creighton was as Senior Surgeon at the National 
Heart Institute in Bethesda, Maryland.5

Dr. Gillick was only 40 years old when he assumed the deanship at Creighton 
in 1951. Eventually he had several tough problems to face and hard decisions to 
make. Probably as a result of this, controversy came to be a hallmark of his 
administration. To this day, there are diverse opinions of him and of his activities 
as Dean. One graduate called Dr. Gillick "feisty,"6 another "a perfect disaster,. ..  He 
was a mean little man who had the ability to produce dissension, argument, clash."7 
This contentiousness was a trait often mentioned about Dr. Gillick:

He was a man who seemed to enjoy controversy for its own sake 
and created it where it was not always necessary to do so.8

Yet he was also called "a moderately capable administrator. . . [who] was 
responsible for steering us through a lot of these stormy periods."9 Still another 
source said that Dr. Gillick "had strong ideas of how a medical school ought to be 
run, [and] did much to bring Creighton into the modern age... [He] tried to cut out 
the deadwood."10

Whatever the opinions regarding Drs. Carroll and Gillick, life and medical 
education continued. Superficially, at least, the scene at Creighton fit well with the 
tranquillity of the 1950's as a whole. Perhaps there were two parallel planes of 
existence at the medical school during most of the 1950's. On the one hand, events 
progressed in an orderly fashion. Research was increasing, clinical affiliations were 
expanded, and medical education continued to turn out competent physicians. On

Dr. Frederick G. Gillick, Dean 1951- 
1959.
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this level, the School of Medicine fit well the general pattern of U.S. life in the 1950's 
and also meshed with national medical education trends.

On another plane, apart from the day-to-day routine events at the school, 
problems were developing covertly. Issues such as finances, physical expansion of 
the school, the recruitment of an increased full-time faculty, which was leading to 
increasing Town/Gown issues -  all were just under the surface, and perhaps 
aggravated by the controversial nature of the Dean himself. It was this level of 
administrative consciousness, if you will, that culminated in the resignation of Dean 
Gillick in 1959 and in the birth of a new era for the Creighton School of Medicine.

Admissions
This period saw a continuation of the trend 

toward increasing difficulty and complexity in being 
admitted to medical school. In 1950 the Medical 
School Regent, Rev. Harry B. Crimmins, stated that 
Creighton was granting priority in admissions to 
students from West of the Mississippi. His reasoning 
was that the states of Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, 
Arizona, New Mexico and Nevada had no medical 
schools at all at the time, and North and South Dakota 
had only two pre-clinical years. Therefore, "bringing 
medical care to doctorless areas of the West is one of 
the goals of the Creighton University School of Medi
cine."11

Rev. Harry B. Crimmins, S.J., Regent 
1946-1951.

Dr. Robert Heaney (M.D. 1951), Creighton's Vice President for Health Sciences 
from 1971-84, told a story concerning his wife, Barbara Reardon Heaney, also a 1951 
graduate of the school. It seems that during the freshman year, everyone was called 
out of class at some point for a routine interview with the Regent, the Rev. Crimmins. 
During the interview, the student was asked to put a push-pin into a map on the 
Regent's wall to indicate his home. Ms. Reardon was somewhat taken aback when 
her turn came. Her home was Toledo, Ohio. The map on the wall didn't extend as 
far East as Toledo, Ohio.

It seems that she had applied from Winona, Minnesota, where she did her 
undergraduate college studies. Winona was on the West bank of the Mississippi 
River, and through some fluke in the university system, her application had been 
treated as being from West of the Mississippi. Regent Crimmins, "usually 'Father 
Affability,' blew his stack, accused her of fraud."12 Nothing was done, and Ms. 
Reardon went on to graduate in 1951. Dr. Heaney indicated that the Regent, had he 
chosen to, could have expelled Ms. Reardon on the spot.

This story is indicative of two points. First, it becomes apparent that the policy 
of granting priority to students West of the Mississippi was obviously an understate
ment. Judging from the Regent's map and reaction, and scanning the class list, it can 
be seen that the admissions policy for those hailing from East of the Mississippi River 
was extremely restrictive. Of the 73 members of the graduating class of 1951, only 
five hailed from states east of the Mississippi River (1 from Massachusetts, 1 from 
Ohio, 1 from Alabama and 2 from Illinois). This could arguably be increased to 
seven, if the 2 students from Puerto Rico are counted. This means that at least 90% 
of the students were, indeed, from West of the Mississippi.13 Secondly, Dr. Heaney's
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story indicates the power, at the time, of the office of Regent in the Creighton Medical 
School system.

By 1954 the number of applicants to the Creighton School of Medicine was 621 
(597 men, 24 women), for a freshman class of 76. Of the 76 individuals accepted, 46 
or 60.5% held college degrees, even though the minimum requirement was officially 
still only three years of undergraduate college work.14

By 1955 announcement was made in The Creightonian that entry blanks for the 
MCAT exams were to be distributed no later than March 1955 for projected medical 
school entry in the fall of 1956.15 The entire process of application to medical school 
was being lengthened, and chances of being admitted were lessening.

Making Ends Meet
Once admitted to Creighton, relative tuition costs at 

that time were fairly high. In 1949 tuition was $700 per 
year. The AMA report on "Medical Education in the U.S. 
and Canada" covering the year 1949-50 reported that the 
tuition range for all U.S. medical schools, private and 
government-supported, was $97 to $867, with the median 
being $600. The range for private schools was $390-$867, 
with a median of $741.16 Dean Carroll stated in June, 1949:

The tuition paid by a medical student 
constitutes less than one-third the cost of 
his education. Medical education is very 
expensive and, therefore, the Creighton 
University vitally needs the support of 
all its Alumni.17

Physiology Laboratory, circa 1949. Looking on are Cletus 
Baum; Patrick Phalen; William Zimmerman; Lawrence 
Williams; William Schmitz and Harry Hirsch, all 1952 
graduates. (Courtesy Frank Garrett, M.D. 1952.)

A similar note was sounded in a 
1953 promotional pamphlet, which 
stated, "Each graduate costs Creigh
ton University more than $6,500 
during his four years course, over 
and above his tuition."18

The Medical School was begin
ning to have trouble making ends 
meet. To help compensate in a small 
way, there followed modest tuition 
increases. In 1950 tuition increased 
to $800 per year. In 1957 the tuition 
was raised to $900 per year, plus a 
few small fees.19 These rates were 
not out of line. For example, the 

AMA reported that for the year 1957, the range for tuition and fees in private U.S. 
medical schools was now $590-$1280.20 Yet for students the cost was becoming a 
factor for serious consideration, while opportunities for earning money during 
school years were decreasing.

Diagnosis Laboratory. John Barnett, (foreground), then 
William Irwin, John Heffron, Ramon Luina-Diaz and 
Michael Hamilton (all M.D. 1952.) (Courtesy Frank Garrett, 
M.D. 1952.)
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For the first time, in 1949, student employment for medical students was not 
only discouraged but not allowed at all. The 1949-1950 Bulletin (as does those for 
several following years) reads:

The curriculum of the School of Medicine requires the full time and 
energy of all medical students and since it is believed that outside 
work greatly interferes with medical education it is not approved.21

At least there was an increase in the number and amounts of scholarships and 
loan funds available to students. Many of these were sponsored by companies such 
as the W.K. Kellogg Foundation Loan Fund or the Charles Pfizer & Co., Inc. Loan 
Fund. Alumni, too, sponsored funds to aid the financially stressed student. 
Examples from this period include the Dr. Joseph M. Shramek Scholarship (1910 
graduate); the Eli and Teena Lane Loan Fund (he was a 1949 graduate); and the Clair 
J. Gibson and Richard F. McLaughlin Loan Fund (he was a 1930 graduate). Not 
mentioned yet are the government loan funds which were to become so prevalent 
in later years and through which so many later-year medical students were able to

Student Affairs
The routine of student life continued 

through the 1950's with only a few minor 
modifications. For the first time, in September 
1954, an orientation program was conducted 
for incoming freshmen. Lasting three days, it 
included welcoming remarks, a sneak pre
view of what to expect from medical school, 
an introduction to all department heads and 
their respective programs, help with registra
tion, and various social events.22

Clinical clerkships remained on the 
schedule for junior and senior medical stu
dents in much the same configuration as at 
their inception. There were expanded facili
ties at which to do hospital rotations. And in 

the fall of 1951, a one-week clerkship at the City-County Health Department of 
Omaha or Lincoln was added for seniors. This was by way of an introduction for 
students to the field of public health administration and field work.23 Other than 
these small changes, the clerkship program remained fairly static.

The necessity of passing a Board Exam, either State or National, was first 
mentioned in 1949. At this time, the stipulation was that a student could not enter 
the senior year without certification of passing the Basic Science Exam at one level 
or the other. By 1953 this was delineated more specifically: Part I of the Basic Science 
Exam of the National Board of Medical Examiners had to be taken before the end of 
the first semester of the Junior year, and would then be used as a factor in 
determining advancement to the Senior year. Part II of the same exam had to be 
taken before the end of the Senior year, and would help determine award of the M.D. 
degree. In 1958 this was further refined to specify that Part I must be successfully 
completed prior to the Junior year.24

finance their medical education.

Physical Diagnosis Laboratoiy. William Feeney, Patrick Gillespie and Frank 
Garrett, all of the class of 1952. (Courtesy Dr. Frank Garrett.)
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A relatively minor change, but 
possibly looming large in the minds 
of medical students, who were and 
are typically over-achieving, was a 
shift in the grading system. Begin
ning in June 1953, a grading system 
of "A" through "F" replaced the pre
vious numerical ratings. A grade of 
"E" was used to indicate a "condi
tion," given when requirements of 
the course were not met due to ex
tenuating circumstances. To remove 
an "E," one and only one conditional 
exam was given within a time pe

riod specified by the instructor. Upon successful passage of this exam, the highest 
grade possible was then a "D". An unsuccessful attempt or not taking the exam 
resulted in an "F": failure. Other ways to incur an "F" are familiar and included poor 
work, excessive absences, cheating or not owning the required texts or equipment. 
To remove an "F," the Dean could authorize a repeat of the course in a summer 
session of a school offering such a course, and again, the highest grade recorded 
would then be a "D." Grade point averages were figured on a 4.0 scale. To advance 
from Freshman to Sophomore year, a 1.8 average was necessary. For advancement 
into classifications above Sophomore level, a 2.0 G.P.A. was required.25

Students of the 1950's may also remember honors 
and prizes available for outstanding achievements. Mem
bership in one of several honor societies was conferred 
upon medical students deemed of the highest caliber and 
was a highly prized commendation. Alpha Omega Al
pha, the national medical honor society founded in 1902, 
was extremely selective as to which schools it allowed to 
charter a chapter. In April 1957, the Creighton chapter of 
Alpha Omega Alpha was installed, with seven faculty 
and fifteen student initiates.26

Alpha Sigma Nu, the national Jesuit honor society 
for men, and its counterpart for women, Gamma Pi 
Epsilon, also were choice attainments. The final honorary 
society membership available was Gamma Pi Sigma, 
founded to recognize excellence in biological chemistry.

Several prizes completed the list of honors, includ
ing the John W. Duncan Award of $100 to a graduating 
senior with the best case presentation and solution of a medical ethics problem (Dr. 
Duncan was a 1912 medical graduate); the Roche Award of a gold Omega watch, 
given to a student entering the Junior year who had displayed "outstanding 
scholarship, character, personality and seriousness of purpose";27 the Dr. Adolph 
Sachs Award of $50, a tradition by the 1950's, given to the graduating senior with the 
highest cumulative grade point average for four years of medical school; and the 
C.V. Mosby Co. Award of a $30 textbook or reference book, given to five members 
of the senior class.

Freshman class picnic, 1949. Left to right: John Logan 
Rogers (M.D. 1953); William Feeney (M.D. 1952); William 
Wurster (M.D. 1952); Claude Organ (M.D. 1952); Martin 
Eltrich (M.D. 1952); John Heffron (M.D. 1952); Dr. Victor 
Levine leaning on John Heffron; Dr. Cleveland Simpkins 
behind Dr. Levine. (Courtesy Frank Garrett, M.D. 1952.)

OB Department, St. Joseph's. William Zimmerman (M.D. 
1952); Marie Watke, R.N. and Ellen Garrecht (M.D. 1953.) 
(Courtesy Frank Garrett, M.D. 1952.)
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The medical library remained on the third floor of 
the south building throughout the 1950's. There were 
changes in library personnel during the decade, and 
many former students will remember the helpful librar
ians who gave them valuable research assistance and 
controlled the burgeoning medical collection. In 1951 
Miss Melecia Cranny, head medical librarian since 1932, 
left Creighton, replaced by Miss Pat Wojick. She, in turn, 
was replaced in July 1952 by Ms. Marjorie B. Wannarka.

Marjorie B. Wannarka has been a helpful, friendly 
face to several generations of Creighton medical students 
in their use of the medical library. She was born in 
Fairmont, Minnesota and first became aware of the Jesu
its who were pastors of her church in Mankato. After 

receiving a B.S. degree from the College of Saint Catherine in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
and an M.A. from the University of Minnesota, she was appointed Director of the 
Creighton University Health Sciences Library by Father Carl M. Reinert. The library 
was then housed in the 14th & Davenport medical school complex.

As Assistant Professor of Library Science in the School of Medicine, she 
supervised not one but three moves of the library -  first across the street to the 
Southwest corner of 14th & Davenport, then to the first floor of the Criss Building, 
and finally to the new Bio-Information Center. Along with these moves, she was 
responsible for integrating into the library collection the resources of the School of 
Nursing, St. Joseph's Hospital and the School of Dentistry.

Ms. Wannarka has received significant recognition for her professional achieve
ments, including distinguished member status in the Academy of Health Informa
tion Professionals, Creighton University's Distinguished Service Award, and the 
Medical Library Association's Murray Gottlieb Essay Award. She has published in 
library science journals, has presented scholarly papers at professional conferences, 
and served on numerous regional and national committees. Effective June 1,1991, 
Ms. Wannarka was appointed Chairman of the Archives at Creighton University. A 
search committee has been formed to name her successor as Director of the Health 
Sciences Library.28

Events at Creighton continued their cyclical pattern. In the fall the Omaha-Mid 
West Clinical Society held its annual gatherings. The meetings grew larger each 
year, and Creighton continued to play a major role in their organization. Beginning 
with the 1958 session, Creighton and the University of Nebraska College of Medi
cine began co-sponsoring the event,29 indicative of both a growing spirit of coopera
tion between the two schools and of an enlarging scope of operations for the Society.

Also continuing in the late fall of every year was the Dr. Eben Carey Memorial 
Lecture, co-sponsored by Creighton University and the Phi Chi medical fraternity. 
The lectureship was established in 1947 to honor Dr. Carey, who had spent part of 
his early career in the Department of Anatomy at Creighton, and who went on to 
become Dean of the Marquette University School of Medicine. Dr. Carey also 
became much involved with directing and promoting Phi Chi on a national level. 
The annual lecture brought in well-known medical personalities to lecture on topics 
of current medical interest.
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New to the cyclical round of events occurring on an 
annual basis was the Spring Post-Graduate Medical Assem
bly, held for the first time in April 1949.30 This was a true 
convocation, designed to gather together the school's alumni 
for an update on progress made in the various fields of 
medicine. It included lectures, demonstrations, exhibits and, 
of course, many social gatherings. At each Assembly, specific 
classes having special graduation anniversaries were singled 
out to be honored. It provided not only valuable continuing 
medical education but a means for busy Creighton alumni to 
keep in touch with fellow graduates. This has continued, 
although in later years, the Graduate Assembly was sched
uled to combine with the fall activities of the Mid-West 
Clinical Society.

An interesting survey conducted by The Creightonian in 
April 195231 gives us an insight into the life and expectations 
of senior medical students of the time. Forty-four of the sixty- 

eight seniors answered a questionnaire and provided the following information:

-  25 of the 44 students were married, and 18 of these 25 had 
children;

-  The average age of the 44 respondents was 27;
-  31 of the 44 seniors answering were veterans, and had their 

education financed by the GI Bill;
-  11 of the 44 were earning extra money as externes at local 

hospitals;
-  22 of the 44 expected to enter general practice after internship;
-  18 of the 44 preferred to practice in a small town, 9 in a medium

sized town, and 15 in a large city;
-  40 of the 44 intended to eventually practice outside the Omaha- 

Council Bluffs metropolitan area;
-  The average starting income expected by the respondents after 

internship was $5,000. The average income expected after 10 
years of practice was $15,000;

-  38 of the 44 seniors said they made the right choice by going into 
medicine, and would do it again.

For being physically separated from the main University campus, as the 
Medical School was on 14th & Davenport, students still found ways to stay involved 
in campus activities. For example, in April 1953 Creighton University celebrated its 
Diamond Jubilee, having been founded 75 years before in 1878. As one part of the 
celebration, a parade consisting of 22 floats, decorated autos, marching units and 
ROTC, Boys Town and Offutt Air Base bands marched through downtown Omaha. 
First place in the float contest was the entry from the Phi Beta Pi medical fraternity, 
whose theme depicted 75 years of medical progress. The prize-winning float 
"featured action rather than detailed beauty as the float compared the modern 
operating room with the facilities of 75 years ago."32

In September 1953, The Creightonian jokingly accused the Medical School of 
possessing a crystal ball for its students. It seems that in a contest to predict winners
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Bandage and Splinting Class. George Austria; Charles Ehlers 
III; John Barnett; Henry Biermann; and Dominic Antonacci, 
all 1952 M.D.'s. (Courtesy Frank Garrett, M.D. 1952.)

Before finals, 1951. Ray Caffrey; Stan Marubayasi; Carlos 
Martinez; and Richard Ko varik, all 1952 graduates. 
(Courtesy Frank Garrett, M.D. 1952.)

flood, 1952. (Courtesy Frank Garrett, M.D. 19.

Dr. Struck lectures in Physiology Lab. Left to right: Robert 
Prentice; Reinold Jones; Michael Hamilton; Robert Luby;
Dominic Antonacci; Edna Herbert; Ann Lammers; Patrick 
Gillespie; (all M.D. 1952); and John Logan Rogers (M.D.
1953.) (Courtesy Frank Garrett, M.D. 1952.)

of football games, of 94 ballots submitted, 3 of the win
ning 6 predictions were from medical students.33

The Ravages of Nature
The activities of nature brought the medical school 

into the headlines early in the decade. On March 10,1950, 
The Creightonian ran an article entitled, "111 Wind Blows 
Meds No Good," which noted, "Creighton almost lost 
one of its 8 schools Tuesday [March 7,1950]. The violent 
windstorm which ripped through Omaha earlier this 
week did its best to do away with the medical school, 
building and all."34

The article goes on to describe the damages. Almost 
the entire roof of the South building of the medical 
complex was ripped off, including the metal top of the 
brick chimney, some chimney bricks, the skylight and 
brick tiling from an air vent. Flying debris made a hole 
three to four feet in diameter on the brick side wall of the 
north building at roof level. An auto belonging to Dr. Ben 
Slutzky, Associate Professor of Medicine and Executive 
Director of the Dispensary, was also a casualty of the 
wind. Parked in front of the school, it was crushed by a 
large piece of the tin roof which fell on it.

In April 1952 on Easter Sunday, the Missouri River 
again threatened to override its banks and flood parts of 
Omaha and Council Bluffs. Residents began to flee their 
homes, and Creighton University was asked to contrib

ute immediately at least 1,000 volunteers to help in the containment and evacuation 
efforts. Students and faculty alike rose to the call, the Medical School furnishing a 
sizeable contingent. In addition, Creighton made its gym available as an evacuation 
center. Classes, scheduled to resume after the Easter break, were cancelled. 
Volunteers worked 16-hour shifts, manning the dike reinforcement and sandbag
ging efforts. According to the Creighton Alumnus,

eparing i
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And suddenly the University had 
troubles of its own. It learned that if the 
dikes should break...a very real possibil
ity at that hour...the water might push 
far enough west to engulf the Creighton 
medical school. Crews were rushed im
mediately to clean out the basement and 
sandbag the front of the building."35

The emergency lasted six days, the dikes, for the 
most part, held, and very little real damage was done. 
The massive efforts expended by the volunteers did not 
go unnoticed. Many letters of gratitude and commenda
tion were received by Creighton University for its role in 
the evacuation efforts. Included in these was one directed 
specifically to Dr. Gillick and the Medical School, from 
the Pottawattamie County (Iowa) Medical Society, prais
ing the medical students as "very cooperative" and com
mending their "excellent job."36

On a National Scale

Sandbagged for the flood, 1952.

Just as the Creighton School of Medicine received 
good press locally, national exposure and recognition 
continued to grow as well. In May 1953 the school was 
one of several featured in an ad series sponsored by the Rexall Drug Co., appearing 
in the Journal of the American Medical Association. Several Creighton faculty members, 
past and of the period, were specifically cited in the ad for their accomplishments. 
These included Dr. C.F. Crowley, credited with taking the first perfect X-ray; Dr. 
Victor E. Levine, for his work in the area of vitamins and nutrition; and Dr. J.F. 
McDonald, for research in the field of intestinal bacteria and uric acids.37

The August 1956 cover of The Bulletin, published by the San Francisco Medical 
Society, featured the Creighton University School of Medicine. Inside the publica
tion was a flattering story highlighting the school's history and present activities. 
The story included a list of some 86 San Francisco society members who were 
Creighton School of Medicine graduates.38

Faculty members, too, helped to keep Creighton in the national public eye. 
Three medical faculty members appeared in Who's Who in America, 1954-1955. These 
were Dr. Frederick Gillick, the Dean, Dr. Charles Wilhelmj, former Dean and 
Director of Research, and Dr. Victor E. Levine, Department Chairman of the 
Biological Chemistry and Nutrition Department.

Dean Gillick himself brought attention to Creighton nationally in his capacity 
as President of the Nebraska Heart Association and Assembly member of the 
American Heart Association. He also chaired various national panels and commit
tees.

National publications by faculty were increasing also, probably as a result of 
increased research efforts. In 1957 the University did a survey on faculty publica
tions and found that between 1950 and 1957 medical faculty members had authored 
364 publications, ranging from scholarly articles to complete textbooks. The most 
prolific writer on the medical faculty was Dr. William P. Kleitsch, Assistant Profes-
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sor of Surgery, who alone had been responsible for 53 articles in such varied 
instruments as The Military Surgeon and The American Journal of Digestive Diseases. 
Eight faculty members kept count of the number of reprint requests they had 
received. These amounted to 3,340 such requests.39

Aid for Residents
Several trends begun previously now became more 

evident. It was then required that graduating M.D.'s 
serve a year of internship, and this had long been consid
ered quite adequate for entering general practice. But for 
more specialized fields the various specialty examing 
boards were now requiring additional "approved resi
dency" training and the number of students seeking 
residencies continued to grow. As a result, a new resi
dency placement program was instituted at Creighton in 
1957. The program, nicknamed the "Door Opener" pro
gram, was suggested by a 1932 graduate, Dr. J.R. Sullivan 
of San Francisco, and operated in this fashion: each of 40 
major U.S. cities in which residencies were offered had a 
liaison person, an established Creighton medical gradu

ate with standing in the local medical community, who had agreed to act as a door 
opener for a more recent Creighton graduate. The doctor seeking a residency in a 
certain city contacted the "Door Opener" for that city, who provided him with 
information on residencies available there and then proceeded to lay the ground
work in helping the young doctor to make proper contacts.40

TV Medicine
Use of the media by the medical faculty 

for educational purposes on medical topics for 
public television continued through this pe
riod. Creighton University had two general TV 
series in which the School of Medicine regularly 
participated. Doors of Knowledge, begun in late 
1949, ran through the early 1950's, and Futures 
Unlimited began sometime in mid-decade. Some 
examples of medically-oriented programs and 
their presenters include the following:

-  Dr. Leo P. Clements, Associate Professor of Anatomy presented 
"The Baby's Bones and Yours" in November 1949.

-  Dr. Nicholas Dietz, Associate Professor of Biological Chemistry 
and Nutrition demonstrated the European method of exercising 
lab research animals for the first time on a U.S. TV screen, in 
October 1951. (The European method is to have the animals 
exercise themselves in a swim tank, as opposed to the American 
method of exercise in a revolving cage or on treadmills.)

Dr. Clements on TV.

Interns and Residents at St. Joseph's Hospital, 1948-49. Not 
all are identified, but seated in front, third from left is 
Adolph Sachs (M.D. 1907); next is Dr. Charles McMartin; 
next Dean Percy Carroll; next Dwaine Peetz (M.D. 1948); 
then Richard Egan (M.D. 1940), future Dean; next Ben 
Slutzky (M.D. 1929). (Courtesy William Reals, M.D. 1945.)
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-  Electrocardiograms were the subject of a program in March 
1953, given by Dr. Gillick, Dean, and Dr. Richard Egan, then 
Assistant Professor of Medicine.

-  Drs. Jerome P. Murphy and William M. Jurgensen, Instructors in 
Surgery and Radiology, respectively, presented "Blue-Babies" 
in January 1957.41

In March 1953 the School of Medicine obtained its 
own half-hour TV series, named To Your Health. (Coinci
dent with this was the appointment of Dr. Richard Egan 
as the school's first Coordinator of Medical Television.)
Airing first on Tuesday mornings and later on Saturday 
afternoons, the programs ran the gamut of medical top
ics. These included radiation injuries, heart disease, 
plastic surgery, the human eye (featuring special effects 
to simulate the eyesight of one who is cross-eyed), aller
gies, the respiratory system and the diagnosis of polio.42

In 1957 Creighton participated in two more media 
"firsts." On April 9 a film made previously by the School 
of Medicine and St. Joseph's Hospital had its premiere at 
a Las Vegas meeting of the International College of Sur
geons. The film was the first ever showing a new method of diagnosing diseases of 
the left side of the heart. The program was first presented live for the Creighton 
University TV program Futures Unlimited, then reenacted and filmed in the TV 
studio with a more technical commentary dubbed in for the professional showing.

It received much attention, and 
prints of the film were then made 
available for nationwide distribu
tion.43

On April 23, 1957, a Creighton 
faculty surgeon performed the first 
operation to be seen by the general 
public in Omaha. The program was 
entitled 13 for Billy Gray. (The num
ber referred to the number of people 
necessary for the patient's care.) The 
TV cameras followed the child from 
admission through an actual appen
dectomy.44 The program received 
excellent reviews from both the 
general public and the medical 
community.

Dr. Carroll on radio, circa 1950. Left to right: T. Havel (M.D. 
1935); Richard McCann, station representative; Dr. Carroll; 
Dr. Wilhelmj; and Dr. John Sheehan. (Courtesy Dr.
Sheehan.)

Dr. Harold Neu (M.D. 1935) before TV cameras in the St. 
Joseph's Polio Rehabilitation Ward.

Research

The increase in both research activities and in outside monies coming to 
Creighton to finance these activities followed the national trend and proceeded well. 
A symposium was held at the School of Medicine in March 1952, conducted by the 
National Institute of Health on the topic, "How to Get Research Grants Before the
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Dr. Cleveland Simpkins expostulating at the freshman 
picnic, 1949. Dr. Victor Levine next to him. On left is John 
Heffron and Thomas Skrinar (both M.D. 1952.) (Courtesy 
Frank Garrett, M.D. 1952.)

Actual Research/'45 Judging from the number and types 
of grants given to Creighton during the coming years, it 
would appear that Dean Gillick and others representing 
Creighton at this meeting followed closely the sympo
sium guidelines.

The Public Health Service was the major source of 
research grants during this period, but there were refer
ences to aid from other governmental agencies as well, 
such as the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation and the 
Atomic Energy Commission.

A number of grants were given to Creighton specifi
cally earmarked for heart research. These came from the 
Nebraska Heart Association, the American Heart Asso
ciation and the National Heart Institute. Dean Gillick, 
who specialized in cardiac research, was formerly associ
ated with the latter organization, and had held office in 
both of the former groups. Thus it is most probably his 
influence which both motivated heart research at the 
school and facilitated the award of these grants to support 
it.

A variety of private foundations and organizations, 
large and small, also began to appear as donors of re
search grants. The Ladies Auxiliary of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars gave $1,765.26 for cancer research in Febru
ary 1956.46 A grant of $66,822 from the National Founda
tion for Infantile Paralysis was received in July 1956.47 
The Walter Winchell Foundation (which became the 
Damon Runyon Cancer Fund), Eli Lilly & Co. and many 
more began granting monies for research at Creighton.

Other grants, to be used exclusively for medical 
education, rather than research, also became available. For 
example, annually renewable $25,000 grants from the 
Cancer Institute of the Public Health Service were made 
from 1947 until 1951. These grants were intended to 
improve teaching methods, to engage faculty members 
and to coordinate teaching in the cancer area.48

Between September 1956 and March 1957, the Ford 
Foundation awarded the Creighton School of Medicine a 
total of $1,400,000. This principal was to be held as 
invested endowment for at least ten years, the income to 

be used only for instructional purposes. The grant specifically precluded using the 
income for research or construction purposes. After the ten-year period, Creighton 
was free to use the principal.49 Also in 1957, the National Foundation for Medical 
Education gave Creighton $36,255 as part of a $3,067,100 grant package to the 
nation's 82 medical schools.50

Following a national trend, Creighton University established in 1958 an All- 
University Committee on Research. This was chaired by Dr. Charles Wilhelmj, 
former medical Dean. The Creightonian explains:

Dr. Simpkins "anatomizing." (Courtesy Frank Garrett, M.D. 
1952.)
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The newly named group will act as a clearing house for research in 
the University and as University agent in general research grants.
Further, the Committee on Research will encourage, advertise, 
initiate and approve research in the several colleges. It will serve as 
liaison body with the Jesuit Research Council of America.51

In the 1959 school yearbook, The Bluejay, research was for the first time 
highlighted in the section on the Medical School. Two pages were devoted to the 
subjects of heart research and cancer research. Dr. Alfred Brody was cited as 
Creighton's chief heart researcher and Dr. H.J. Phillips as Director of cancer 
research.

Administrative Highlights
New developments and programs were initiated in other areas. The school 

began its expansion of administrative personnel with the appointment of the first 
Assistant Dean of the Medical School in October 1949. Dean Percy Carroll appointed 
Dr. Thomas D. Fitzgerald to assist him with administrative duties.52 The deanship 
itself had, not too long previously, been considered a part-time position. Now, not 
only was the dean full-time, but so was an assistant dean.

Several additional administrative shifts 
occurred during this period. In 1953 Dr. 
Fitzgerald resigned and was replaced by Dr. 
Richard Egan. In addition to being the school's 
Assistant Dean and Coordinator of Medical 
Television, Dr. Egan also held the title of Direc
tor of Undergraduate Clinical Instruction.53

The office of Regent of the School of Medi
cine changed incumbents several times during 
this period, and by the end of the period, the 
office no longer existed. The Rev. Harry B. 
Crimmins was the Regent until 1953, when the 
Rev. John J. Foley took over until 1958. When he 
stepped down, the Rev. Vincent L. Decker was 
appointed as the Jesuit Student Counselor, a 
much modified position, and the office of Re
gent, as such, was no more.

One other person in the administration departed from the scene in 1955, and 
it is likely that her departure was the one most deeply felt by the students. Miss 
Pauline Cranny had been employed as the dean's secretary since 1918 and was listed 
in Bulletins as Executive Secretary. In truth, she had been much more than that for 
a very long time. Especially when the office of dean was considered to be part-time 
and only a side-line, Miss Cranny performed many of his administrative duties. 
Generations of medical students looked to her for advice, guidance and many times, 
if needed, discipline. She was, truly, the power behind the throne.

Apparently too much so for Dean Gillick, who began to feel there was room for 
only one dean. He had his difficulties with Miss Cranny and finally came upon an 
issue on which to take a stand. Miss Cranny had been in charge, among other things, 
of dividing the class into thirds by academic standing, and determining who was in 
the top third of the class. Upon closer analysis, Dean Gillick discovered that "the

Dr. Thomas Fitzgerald, the first Assistant 
Dean.
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number of people in the upper third of the class greatly exceeded one-third of the 
class."54 He then proceeded to assemble himself, Dr. Egan, the Assistant Dean, and 
Miss Cranny, and to summarily dismiss her.

Miss Cranny had never married and her whole life had been built around the 
school. She was never to return to employment at the Medical School, but those 
hundreds of medical students whom she had befriended and helped never forgot 
her.

Two Contract Programs -  Indians and the Cold War
In 1955 the School of Medicine entered into a unique relationships with the U.S. 

Public Health Service. It became the only Medical School in the United States to 
contract with the federal government for the health care of indigent American 
Indians. (The Dental School provided needed dental care as well.)

Medical School in the 1950's.

years, similar agreements were reached with other Indian facilities.
Under the formalized 1955 program, the Aberdeen, South Dakota Division of 

the Indian Health Service, now under direction of the U.S. Public Health Service 
(and including the states of Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, 
Iowa and Wisconsin) sent a busload of patients into Omaha to the Creighton Clinic 
three to four times a week. Utilizing the Winnebago Indian Hospital as a diagnostic 
referral center, those deemed in need of specialty care were then treated at the 
Creighton Dispensary or further referred for care to St. Joseph's Hospital, if 
necessary.

Added at a later date was the Consultation Service, whereby specialists on 
Creighton's faculty (and sometimes medical students) visited Winnebago to consult 
on specialized problems or to conduct educational seminars in their respective 
fields. By 1969 approximately 50,000 Indians of the Mandan, Sioux, Omaha and 
Winnebago tribes had been served through this program.55

The School of Medicine also participated in another program beginning in 
January, 1957, called MEND (Medical Education for National Defense). This was a 
federal program and part of the Cold War mentality so prevalent at the time. 
Creighton was one of 45 schools nationally given full-scale contracts for the 
program.

The purpose of MEND was to prepare medical personnel for emergency 
situations involving mass casualties, "especially a nuclear attack." One of its main 
components was a portable hospital, housed at the Boys Town Field House, capable

Creighton's affiliation with the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs can be traced back to the mid 1940's. At that time, 
the Chief of the Rosebud Indian Reservation Hospital 
approached the school with his problem: There were a 
number of Indian patients, too many for the facility and 
the staff then available on the reservation. At the same 
time, the Creighton Out-Patient Clinic had a decreased 
workload, due to the post-war prosperity which had led, 
in turn, to a decreased number of medically indigent. 
With clear advantages for both sides, an arrangement 
was reached whereby Creighton's medical facilities 
served, without financial compensation, as a back-up 
consultation service for the Rosebud Indian Hospital. 
This arrangement was so effective that in the next few
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of handling an emergency with a large number of casualties. It was complete with 
four operating rooms, its own electrical generator, an X-Ray machine, pharmacy and 
200 bed-capacity. According to the Creighton Alumnus,

The program concerning the care of mass casualties is integrated 
into the entire medical curriculum with all departments participat
ing. A small subsidiary library is maintained for specialized 
MEND materials of this sort, faculty members attend various 
meetings concerning mass casualty problems, and guests are in
vited to speak at Creighton Medical School on MEND-related 
subjects.56

Some of these subjects included Wound Debridement, the Relationship of 
Radiation to Leukopoiesis, and the Use of the Artificial Kidney.57

Creighton University Medical Center
During this time, changes in the clinical aspects of medical education at 

Creighton were many. In 1949 the first reference is found to the Creighton 
University Medical Center. This is indicative of the expansion of clinical affiliations 
that took place. It is also evidence that Creighton was following the mainstream 
trends in medical school administration and operation at the time.

In Medical Schools in the United States at Mid Century,58 the authors discuss a new 
"service objective" of medical schools in the 1940's and 1950's, either explicit or 
implied. The new objective included the concept of service to the community by the 
assumption of responsibility for a variety of medical programs. Patient care was the 
cornerstone of this philosophy, viewed it seems as an end in itself rather than 
primarily as a means of practical medical education. Faculty, largely volunteer, 
were seen not only as educators, but also as community resources to be utilized for 
the benefit of the public. As the above source notes,

The medical schools, organized originally as educational institu
tions, are developing into medical-service centers with constantly 
expanding responsibility in the health field. Not only does the 
public expect these institutions to set standards of medical care, but 
in addition it expects them to provide and supervise the hospital 
care for large population areas as well as for national medical 
programs.59

Creighton's expansion into a "medical center" in 1949 fit well into this pattern. 
Listed as components of the Creighton University Medical Center in 1949 were the 
following:
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-  The Creighton University School of Medicine
-  The Creighton University Dispensary
-  The Creighton Memorial St. Joseph's Hospital
-  St. Catherine's Hospital
-  Mercy Hospital
-  Booth Memorial Hospital
-  St. James Orphanage

Finally, new to the list as of 1949 was St. Elizabeth's Hospital, 1145 South Street 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, a general hospital operated by the Sisters of St. Francis, whose 
entire facilities were available for teaching purposes.

Also referenced for the first time in 1949 was Douglas County Hospital at 42th 
& Woolworth in Omaha. Though not listed then as part of the Medical Center 
proper, this tax-supported facility granted teaching privileges to Creighton in the 
neuropsychiatric and emergency areas. By 1953 it was considered a part of the 
Medical Center, but still limited teaching to these two specific areas. The Creightonian 
of April 18,1958, reported that a proposal to allow the Creighton and University of 
Nebraska Schools of Medicine use of the complete facilities at this unit went before 
the County Board. It was approved in May of that year.60 This gave each school 65- 
75 more teaching beds.

In 1950 two new institutions were added 
as associated hospitals but by 1953 were also 
classified as belonging to the Creighton Medi
cal Center. By special agreement, the new 
Childrens Memorial Hospital, 44th & Dewey 
Streets, which opened in 1948, served both 
Creighton and the University of Nebraska 
Medical Center as a training site for the clinical 
clerkship and pediatric residency programs. 
It had a capacity of 94 beds and 18 bassinets.

The Omaha U.S. Veterans Administration 
Hospital, 486 beds, opened in 1950, and fol
lowing a national pattern of affiliation with 
local medical schools, became associated with 
both Creighton and the University of Nebraska.

The Veterans Administration Hospital, 1950's. (Courtesy Omaha Veteran's As noted in Medical Schools in the United States 
Administration Hospital.) Mid-Century,

Affiliations were established with the medical school through a 
"dean's committee" appointed by the dean of the medical school.
The committee has the responsibility for selecting all professional 
medical personnel for the Veterans Hospital. In addition, it orga
nizes and supervises a residency training program and selects the
residents___The medical school may, if it wishes, make use of the
Veterans Hospital for the instruction of medical students.61

Dr. Richard Egan (M.D. 1940), Assistant Dean under Dr. Gillick and later Dean, 
indicated that at first the VA was reluctant to convert the Omaha facility to a true 
Deans' Committee institution. This was due to problems it had encountered with
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other multi-school VA hospitals, such as in Boston, St. Louis, New Orleans and 
Philadelphia.

However, cooperation was achieved between Creighton and the University of 
Nebraska, and a system was devised that pleased all. Creighton designated the 
Chief of Medicine with Nebraska choosing the Assistant Chief, while Nebraska 
chose the Chief of Surgery and Creighton was responsible for naming the Assistant 
Chief. Then several years down the road, all of these appointments were flip- 
flopped to the responsibility of the other institution. This worked extremely well 
and was continued on a long-term basis.62

A small digression here is desirable. Mention has been made of the rivalry that 
existed between the two Omaha Schools of Medicine from the very inception of the 
John A. Creighton Medical College in 1892. In fact, it will be remembered that this 
rivalry may have helped cause the founding of the Creighton school. This rivalry 
continued in some forms as time progressed. Dr. Richard Egan remembers an 
incident as a senior medical student, on rounds in 1940, with a prominent University 
of Nebraska surgeon. The surgeon's remark to Dr. Egan was, "You're a nice young 
man. It's too bad you're going to the wrong school."63 So even as late as 1940, the 
alleged rivalry was still evident.

Discernible at the same time was the beginning of a spirit of cooperation that 
would develop, grow, and come into its own at a later date. Dr. Egan spoke of the 
cooperation between Creighton and Dr. Tillman of Nebraska during the 1950's, and 
later in his tenure as Dean in the 1960's, on the joint use of Douglas County, 
Children's Memorial and the VA Hospitals as teaching facilities.

Further evidence of increasing cooperation between the two schools came in 
November 1958 when the annual Omaha-Mid west Clinical Society meeting was co
sponsored by both schools for the first time in its twenty-five year history. Also 
indicative of the new spirit was a jointly sponsored Medico-Legal Day, held in 
February 1959. While these events for senior medicine and law students had been 
held separately before at both schools, this was the first such session utilizing the 
same resources at the same tim e.64

In 1953 St. Vincent's Home for the Aged, administered by the Sisters of Mercy 
and located at 4500 Ames Avenue in Omaha, was added to the Medical Center. St. 
Vincent's provided a home for 250 aged individuals and had a 60-bed wing for the 
ill. Beginning in March 1955, a Medical Advisory Committee was formed to satisfy 
liaison and planning needs between the Sisters and the School of Medicine.65

Clinic Continues
The Dispensary of the school was still an integral part of clinical education. A 

Creightonian article of 1953 spoke of the clinic clientele:

These thousands of patients are discriminated against, not by age, 
race, color or creed, but paradoxically in the U.S., by the wages they 
earn. They must be unable to afford medical care by a regular 
doctor. The only fee these people have to pay is a registration fee 
of 75 cents-it used to be 25 cents, "before inflation"- which includes 
the cost of chest films and regular laboratory expenses. A nominal 
charge is made for medicine costs, dressings and additional labora
tory and X-ray work.66
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There was an unexpected bright side for some persons attending the Clinic. Waiting 
to be helped gave patients time to meet and get acquainted. Romances developed, 
and several couples were married as a result of their meeting in the waiting room of 
the Dispensary.

The Omaha World Herald printed an article in 
April 1954 spotlighting the Dispensary, entitled, "20 
Women Owe Their Lives to Cancer Clinic". The 
article elaborated on the fact that the Creighton Dis
pensary had since 1948, as part of its routine physical 
for new patients, provided a gynecologic detection 
exam (Pap Test) for cancer of the uterus and cervix.
From these exams, at least twenty women, who had 
had no hint of disease, were detected as having 
cancer, and appropriate measures were taken. In the 
article, Dr. Leo Heywood (M.D. 1939), Head of the 
Gynecology Clinic, sounded an early version of the 
theme that since has become standard: yearly exams 
to facilitate early detection of abnormalities which 
could lead to cancer.67

By 1958 the number of Dispensary visits averaged 30,000 annually, with an 
additional 4,146 home visits to Out-Call patients. The Creighton University Health 
Service made use of the Dispensary facilities (and had since at least the mid- 1940's). 
By this date the list of special clinics offered during the afternoon hours at the 
Dispensary had grown to include allergy; arthritis; cardiology; chest; dermatology; 
diabetes; ears, nose and throat; eye; gynecology; hearing loss; hematology; labora
tory; medical consultants; medicine; obstetrics; orthopedics; pediatrics; peripheral 
vascular disease; plastic surgery; proctology; psychiatry and neurology; psychol
ogy; radiology; surgery consultants; surgery; tuberculosis; tumor detection; and 
urology.68

Dr. John Grier (M.D. 1931) in the OB 
Department of St. Joseph's. (Courtesy 
Frank Garrett, M.D. 1952.)

Fun Facts
Interesting statistics on the clinical facilities during this period, which reflect 

on the entire service/medical center philosophy, are found in a promotional 
pamphlet published in 1953 on the occasion of the 75th Anniversary of the founding 
of Creighton University. Entitled Teamwork: The Story of the Creighton University 
Medical Center, it included some of the following interesting bits of information:

-  In 1953 Omaha had one doctor for every 650 persons, as com
pared with a national average of one doctor for every 750 
persons;

-  The Creighton University School of Medicine was the only 
Catholic medical school in the entire region West from St. Louis;

-  Creighton University was the only Catholic school in the United 
States to have divisions in all the healing arts: medicine, den
tistry, pharmacy and nursing;

-  Creighton's 2000+ medical graduates were to be found in every 
state in the Union;

-  44% of all Omaha-Council Bluffs physicians were Creighton 
graduates;
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-  Creighton Medical Center had nearly 2500 beds available for 
medical education uses;

-  The 12 elements of the Creighton Medical Center had a yearly 
patient census of about 50,000 and an aggregate operating 
budget exceeding $6,500,000, of which about $390,000 was ex
pended for charity (very small by today's standards, but large 
then);

-  The hospitals of the Medical Center annually served some 
2,000,000 meals, consisting in part of 50 tons of potatoes and the 
equivalent of250 head of cattle; they laundered 1,250,000 pounds 
of bed linen;

-  The Creighton University Graduate School, utilizing facilities 
and faculty of the School of Medicine, offered M.S. Degrees in the 
fields of Anatomy, Biological Chemistry and Nutrition, Chem
istry, Microbiology and Physiology.69

St. Joseph’s Hospital
It is well to note here that Omaha and our 

medical school have not shown consistency in the 
title for our principle teaching hospital. Through 
the years "St. Joseph" and "St. Joseph's" have 
been used interchangeably and with various other 
modifications by the press, the public, and the 
School. The original hospital was known as St. 
Joseph's Hospital, and when John Creighton had 
the new hospital built as a memorial to his wife, it 
became the Creighton Memorial St. Joseph's Hos
pital, but was more commonly referred to as the 
new St. Joseph's. Over the years the abbreviated 
"St. Joe Hospital" or simply "St. Joe's" has been 
popular and since the newest hospital was built on 
the campus it has often been identified as "St. 
Joseph North" to distinguish it from what is now 
known as the St. Joseph Center for Mental Health. 

The Creighton University School of Medicine bulletins used the "St. Joseph's" title 
until 1970. Since then, "St. Joseph Hospital" or "Creighton Memorial St. Joseph 
Hospital" has been preferred.

The operations of St. Joseph's Hospital, our chief teaching hospital, were still 
on a grand scale and continued to grow. In February 1949 a program of practical 
nursing was added to the St. Joseph nursing curriculum. This was the first such 
program in the state of Nebraska.70

The new wing of the Hospital, Our Lady of Victory, was finished by the fall of 
1950. This brought the hospital capacity to 580 beds and 50 bassinets.71 The hospital 
was by now so large that a system of pneumatic tubes became necessary to transport 
papers, records, small pharmaceuticals and lab specimens. Traveling at thirty feet 
per second through 5,000 feet of tubing, the system saved a great deal of effort. "'We 
can't afford to have high-salaried personnel walking a quarter of a mile on errands," 
explained Business Manager Francis Bath.72
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In June 1955 the hospital broke its own record 
for the number of births in one month. In that month 
245 births took place, including three sets of twins. 
Also in 1955, Nebraska's largest oxygen system was 
installed at the hospital: 7,000 feet of copper tubing 
carried 70 cylinders-worth of oxygen directly into 
the rooms where it was needed. Thus the laborious 
job of wheeling heavy cylinders of oxygen from 
room to room was eliminated.73

Much of the news at St. Joseph's during this 
decade centered on the efforts to stem the tide of the 
recent polio epidemic and to deal with its aftermath. 
In April 1953 the National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis presented $8,333.34 to the Flospital and an 
additional $23,200 to the School of Medicine to 
establish a Polio Rehabilitation Center at St. Joseph's. 
The center was to provide long-term rehabilitative 
treatment and was to be operated cooperatively by 
the two institutions. Dr. Harold N.Neu(M.D. 1935), 

Chairman of the Department of Medicine, was named Director of the new Center.74 
At the time, this was only one of ten such centers established nationwide.

The following year, a five-year grant totalling $114,436 was awarded to the 
School of Medicine by the same Foundation, this time to establish a teaching 
program emphasizing the team concept of polio rehabilitation. Schools had been 
invited in late 1952 to submit plans to the Foundation for possible grants-in-aid. The 
excellence of Creighton's plan, coupled with Creighton's work at St. Joseph's in this 
field, resulted in the award of the grant, 
of this program.75

As time went on, the Rehabilita
tion Center came increasingly to serve 
in rehabilitative efforts for all disabili
ties, although polio victims were still 
the majority of patients. The official 
name of the unit was The Respiratory 
and Rehabilitation Center of Creighton 
Memorial St. Joseph's Hospital.

By 1958 there were sixteen such 
centers nationwide, and the one at St.
Joseph's was the fourth largest. The 
National March of Dimes Foundation 
(the former National Foundation for 
Infantile Paralysis) continued gener
ous support. Direct grants totalled almost $400,000 since the Center's founding in 
1953. Included in a 1958 grant was $13,505 earmarked for a study of bone changes 
in polio victims, conducted by Dr. Robert P. Heaney (M.D. 1951), who was to go on 
to become the first full-time chairman of the Department of Medicine, later the first 
Vice President of Health Sciences at Creighton University and a world-renowned 
expert in bone studies and osteoporosis.76

Dr. Harold Neu was also placed in charge

Polio Rehabilitation Center, St. Joseph's Hospital, 1950's.

Main stairway, St. Joseph's, 1950's.
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Problems Simmering
Despite all this apparent progress of Creighton's Medical Center during the 

1950's there were several real problems under the surface. Meeting accreditation 
standards from the rating organization, needs for more faculty, needs for more 
modern, enlarged facilities, and a serious lack of general operating funds were all 
issues that troubled the administration of Dr. Gillick.

The most serious issue was the problem of accreditation. In 1951, the year that 
Dr. Gillick replaced Dr. Percy Carroll as Dean, the Liaison Committee on Medical 
Education placed the School of Medicine on confidential probation. By 1954 the 
probation had been lifted but was once again imposed in 1959.77 The reasons for 
these probations were multiple but were chiefly related to our limited number of 
full-time faculty and our physical facilities.

Dr. John Mitchell, who came to Creighton in 1954 and was later to head the 
Department of Pediatrics, became aware of the situation and, remembering those 
years, made the following comment:

It was a Class A school, but it was a borderline school in those days, 
it was not considered in the first rank. Creighton graduates, 
Creighton students in those days were excellent, however, because 
there was a large number of people applying and we took students 
from all over the country and our students were top notch."78

Dr. Mitchell recalled that among the reasons for Creighton's probationary 
status was the need for more full-time clinical faculty and weak departmental 
structures.

Two other serious problems were those of finances and the need for new, larger 
physical facilities. By the 1950's the facilities at 14th & Davenport were becoming 
obviously inadequate. The original building, first occupied in 
1897, was well over half a century old. Called a "monument to 
its founder, an inspiration to the medical profession and an 
ornament to the city,"79 the layout of the original medical school 
building had been the best money could buy in the 1890's. But 
times and medical needs had changed drastically since then.
There was no doubt that Creighton University's School of 
Medicine now needed a new home.

As early as the late 1930's, planners had mentioned a need 
for a new medical building, but the problem was always the 
same -  lack of funds. Dr. Richard Egan remembered a plan he 
knew of through hearsay, in which a new medical school was 
to be built on the grounds of St. Joseph's Hospital. This plan 
probably never went any further due to the Depression and 
World War II.80

Discussing the Development Program, the Creighton 
Alumnews of March 1954 notes:

an amount in excess of a half-million dollars has been set aside as 
a fund for a new Medical School building in keeping with the terms 
of the School of Medicine Building and Endowment Trust Fund.

Medical Alumni Dinner, October 1943. Rev. 
Zuercher accepts a check from Leo J. DeBacker (M.D. 
1918) representing the silver anniversary class of 
1918. Father Zuercher designated it the beginning of 
a Medical School Building Fund. Seated are Dr. 
Charles McMartin on left and W. E. Ash (M.D. 1913).
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The money is now temporarily invested and drawing interest until 
additional funds become available for the completion of the project.81

The same publication in February 1956 tells of the second phase of a new Ten- 
Year Plan, to include a $4,000,000 new medical school center and $1,000,000 worth 
of new equipment to furnish it.82 Yet the only improvement of any kind in facilities 
at the medical school during the entire decade was the remodelling of the kitchen 
and cafeteria, completed in November of 1956. Now medical students could have 
hot cafeteria meals instead of just beverages and cold sandwiches from machines. 83

Creighton medical graduates continued their generous support of their alma 
mater. Between 1954 and 1959, "Creighton graduates have consistently placed 
within the top five in donations to medical education, according to records fur
nished by the AMEF." 84 Yet a news release dated August 15,1957, affords a glimpse 
into the rather bleak financial picture of the School of Medicine at the time. Medical 
alumni gave Creighton University a total of $941,075 during the preceding eleven 
years. Of this amount, $643,296 was donated to the Medical School Trust Fund, 
$2 0 , 1 0 2  earmarked for research, $22,620 contributed towards scholarship funds, 
$192,878 to be used as unrestricted funds, but only $6,741 specifically earmarked for 
building needs.

The financial crunch was well documented. Total costs of operating the School 
of Medicine had increased from $178,000 for the year 1945-46 to $641,277 for 1955- 
56. The differential between operating expenses and student tuition and fees was 
$402,600. With all of the funds from alumni assistance and grants, Creighton still 
had to make up a deficit of $65,000 from other sources. University officials were 
credited with saying, "If the alumni had not contributed so well during the past 
eleven years, they would today be graduates of a medical school that no longer 
existed." 85

Therefore, at the time of his Deanship, Dr. Gillick simply did not have the 
financial means available to begin concrete plans for the new physical facilities 
Creighton so desperately needed. This development would have to wait for the 
administration of the next Dean, Dr. Egan.

The final issue facing Dr. Gillick, and one that was to prove his undoing, was 
that of increasing the full-time clinical faculty of the School. Dr. Gillick clearly saw 
the need for such an increase, and the accreditation problem served to emphasize the 
point. Yet this was an area which presented a great deal of difficulty in implement
ing change.

Creighton was much later than the national norm in moving to replace 
volunteer faculty with full-time faculty in the clinical areas. As Dr. Egan pointed 
out:

There was an Omaha tradition of both schools [Creighton & the 
University of Nebraska] having a completely volunteer faculty in 
which they had a hierarchy of faculty rank, and the junior physi
cians aspired one day to take the place of the chief and have the 
prestige of being chief of the service at St. Joe's and, correspond
ingly, of being chairman of the Department at Creighton.86
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The volunteer faculty at Creighton was extremely reluctant to allow any 
change in this tradition to be implemented, apparently even when the change was 
mandated by accrediting organizations and changing educational exigencies. Dr. 
Gillick, prone by the nature of his personality to be somewhat contentious, found it 
impossible to deal effectively with the volunteer faculty who staffed St. Joseph's 
Hospital. He could not implement the needed changes in such a manner so as to 
elicit their support. His job as dean became untenable, and he was asked to resign. 
His resignation left for his follower the job of confronting all of the issues which had 
become so entangled and complex. Dr. Richard Egan, the next Dean, proved more 
than equal to the task, and the manner in which these many problems were solved 
helped open a new, even more prosperous era for the Creighton School of Medicine.
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A New Era Of Progress -1959-1970

A Challenging Situation
A new dean faced enormous challenges in the 

1960's. Accreditation standards had to be met. To do 
this the medical school needed more full-time fac
ulty, more space to accommodate them, and more 
money to pay for it all. The school buildings at 14th 
and Davenport were becoming increasingly anti
quated, as well as inadequate, and had to be replaced.
Dean Gillick had begun the effort to acquire some 
full-time clinical faculty in the 1950's, but with his 
resignation July 1, 1959, the greater tasks fell to his 
successor, Dr. Richard Egan (M.D. 1940).

For more faculty and new buildings the sources ^ ^ 970' Egan (M'D' 1940)' Dean 
of funds seemed meager. To make matters worse, the
threats to Creighton's accreditation made some hesitant to give to what they feared 
would be a lost cause. Dr. Egan himself described the situation:

We could compare our budget against the minimum/maximum 
average budget published in each annual education number of 
JAMA [Journal of the American Medical Association] and we were at 
the bottom. We had a faculty that was small by any standard . . .
And so the issue really was, was the medical school viable? And 
that was the problem in 1959... . We realized that we had to get 
money and that other schools were getting money by sponsored 
research and so we encouraged some of the faculty to submit 
applications for research grants. And they were rejected. On 
inquiry, we found that they were rejected because the NIH [National 
Institute of Health] study sections were under the impression that 
Creighton was going to close the medical school.1

Dr. Egan and Creighton University Academic 
Vice President Father William Kelley got busy. They 
traveled to Washington, D.C. and spoke to various 
members of the National Institute of Health staff to 
convince them that Creighton was not going to close 
its medical school. Those efforts paid off, for an 
increasing number of grants came to the Creighton 
School of Medicine, both to faculty members for 
research and to the school itself for other educational 
expenditures. The grants were small at first, but as 
the decade moved on, they became more substantial.

Some statistics tell the story. The annual School 
of Medicine operating budget climbed from $382,000 
in 1954 to $2,281,000 in 1963.2 Dean Egan reported 

having received 96 grants in 1964, up from 80 in 1963. There was a corresponding 
increase of 40% in 1964 in the school's research expenditures. Of the full-time faculty 
members 80% were participating in research at the time.3 By 1967 almost one million
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dollars per year was received by Creighton medical faculty members in federal 
grants for research. These grants were used to meet University overhead costs, 
amounting to about 20% of the total. But, as The Creightonian said, 'The grants also 
supplied a percentage of the salaries of the faculty members involved, and helped 
in meeting the upkeep costs of the medical school."4

Using research grant money to partially fund faculty salaries did not sit well 
at first with some Creighton administrators, as Dr. Egan described it. Some of the 
older, more conservative members of the administration were uncomfortable with 
this, fearing that if the grants were not renewed for some reason, Creighton might 
be in a bind financially from an obligation to pick up that portion of the salary. Father 
Carl Reinert came to the rescue when he argued, successfully, that this source of 
financial support must be used to advantage like any other. If the medical school 
was to remain extant, it must not only use part of its research grants to support 
faculty but also use the money freed up to obtain more grants.5

The largest private foundation grant in the University's history was an
nounced on July 30, 1965. This was a five-year grant of $486,765 from the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation. It was used to aid in faculty development, especially in 
Microbiology, Psychiatry and Preventive Medicine, and to create a new administra
tive position, that of Associate Dean in the School of Medicine. The first person to 
fill this position was Dr. Joseph M. Holthaus (M.D. 1947 and future Dean). His duties 
included supervision of curriculum development and assisting in the financial 
affairs of the School of Medicine.6

Obtaining this grant also involved some special effort by Dean Egan. He and 
Father Kelley called upon the Chief Executive of the Association of American 
Medical Colleges, Ward Darley, who became interested in Creighton's financial 
plight, and put them in touch with the Kellogg Foundation. The Foundation 
encouraged them to submit an application for a small initial planning grant of $5,000 
with which to hire consultants. They submitted the application, the grant was 
awarded and the School of Medicine hired Glen Leymaster and Ken Kenrod as 
consultants. After many visits to the school and many interviews with everyone 
from Jesuits to faculty to students, the consultants recommended that Creighton 
apply for the Kellogg Faculty Development Grant, which was approved.

This was a tremendous breakthrough for Creighton. As Dr. Egan said, 
"[Almost] $100,000 per year at a time when $20,000 was at least the beginning of an 
attractive salary for a clinician!"7 Also important was the role of the Kellogg Grant 
in encouraging others to support the School of Medicine by means of grants, gifts 
and endowments.

Dr. Egan, with the aid of these federal and private grants, was then able to 
increase the size of the full-time faculty. Numbers, pieced together from various 
sources, once again help tell the story. In 1958 there were 23 full-time faculty 
members (most of them pre-clinical). By 1960 the number had increased to 37; by 
1963 it stood at 51. (The biggest increase at the time came in the areas of pre-clinical 
science, internal medicine and pediatrics.) During the 1965-66 school year, the 
School of Medicine employed 77 full-time faculty, and a report indicated that this 
was double the number it had been five years previously. By 1969 the listing of full
time faculty stood at 100. Therefore, during his tenure, Dr. Egan had more than 
quadrupled the number of full-time faculty.8
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Federal Money, Applicants and Enrollment
The Federal Government at that time held the conviction that there was a 

nationwide shortage of medical personnel, especially physicians. Therefore, federal 
encouragement (money) was given not only to aid in establishing new schools, but 
also to prevent closure of extant medical schools. At that time, Creighton was seen 
as one of ten medical schools in such grave financial straits that it was in danger of 
closing its doors. Dr. Egan was able to work with the Advisory Council of the 
Federal Bureau of Health Manpower to develop the legislation which provided 
matching construction funds for medical school expansion; to provide special 
project funds; and for capitation funding. In fiscal year 1966-67, the Federal 
Government authorized direct support to medical schools, with a $25,000 base grant 
and $500 extra per student, allowing an increase in class size of five percent a year. 
These so-called capitation grants, based on head count, not so subtly made an 
increase in class size, and therefore total enrollment, a financially attractive goal for 
medical schools.

Once again, numbers tell a story. The Creightonian reported in September 1967 
that for the first time since 1948, the freshman class of the School of Medicine was 
increased from the previous standard of 76 to 82 for that school year. "'Federal aid 
and grants to medical schools all over the nation have been made contingent on 
enrollment increase," Dr. Egan said. "Most medical schools have expanded the 
enrollment of their freshman classes this year."9

Enrollment figures from the Creighton University Registrar tell a similar story, 
not only for the rest of the decade but also through the 1970's, concurrent with the 
continuation and some increase of capitation funding. Enrollment in the School of 
Medicine in 1967 was 290; for 1968 it was 302; for 1969,320. By 1979 total enrollment 
was 449. Creighton was doing its share to correct the perceived physician shortage 
(and also receiving its share of the capitation grants).

In the early 1960's, one of the alleged causes for the perceived physician 
shortage was the "brain drain," the siphoning off of the brightest undergraduate 
candidates away from medicine into newer "glamour" professions such as atomic 
research, electronics and aerospace engineering.10 Yet Creighton was able to report 
ever-increasing numbers of applicants from which to choose its freshman class. In 
1964 the Omaha World Herald reported that the Creighton School of Medicine had 
1,345 applicants for an entry class of 76, over 17 applicants for each available student 
slot. By January 2,1966, this same publication reported over 1,400 applicants for the 
same number of slots, over 18 applicants per place. The newspaper article compared 
this to a Creighton "low point several years ago" of about 800 applicants (still over 
10 applicants/space). By comparison, at the same time, the University of Nebraska 
had 321 applicants for a freshman class of 86, or 3.7 applicants/place. Finally, by 
1968 Dr. Egan reported a 25-30% increase in applicants to the School of Medicine 
during the period 1955-1960, and with 1,570 applicants for the 1968 entering class, 
the Admissions Committee now had over 19 applicants to choose from for each 
available freshman class position.11

Although stated admissions requirements did not change appreciably during 
the decade of the 1960's, in reality this great number of applicants meant that 
acceptance standards became increasingly stringent. During Dr. Egan's entire 
deanship, the admission prerequisites remained as follows:
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-  3 years (minimum 90 semester hours) of undergraduate college 
credit, to include 8 hours Biology, Inorganic Chemistry and 
Physics and 6-8 hours Organic Chemistry and English;

-  The MCAT Examination, with acceptable scores;
-  3 letters of recommendation;

Twelve to sixteen hours of a foreign language and a broad liberal arts 
education were strongly recommended. Preference was given to those having 
obtained an undergraduate four-year degree. In 1966 a 1-2 page autobiography of 
the applicant was added to the admissions requirements (presumably to ascertain 
with certainty that applicants could construct coherent English sentences). And in 
1968 encouragement was given to credit earned in undergraduate Physical Chem
istry and Math, up to and including the dreaded Calculus.

On the plus side, the excellence of students accepted by the School of Medicine 
had never been higher. In January 1966 Dean Richard Egan was quoted as saying, 
"Not only has there been an increase in the number of applicants. . .  but the quality 
is up."12 Dr. Joseph Holthaus, then Associate Dean, gave some statistics about the 
entering class of 1966: The average freshman had an academic average of above "B" 
and had completed 128 semester hours of college work. Of the class of 76, 54 had 
Bachelors' degrees, 2 had Masters', 1 had a Law degree, 1 a Pharmacy degree and one 
was a Doctor of Optometry. Seventeen had attended Creighton University before 
entering the School of Medicine.13

The New Criss Buildings -  “Coming Home”
It is obvious from the statistics that enormous strides had been made in 

attracting grants to the school, increasing full-time faculty, and therefore solidifying 
the school's accreditation. At the time, however, the most palpable outward symbol 
of progress at the School was the construction of new buildings to replace the 
antiquated complex at 14th & Davenport. Dr. Egan spoke of the decision to build 
new medical facilities on the main campus. He said that at the beginning of his 
deanship, there was the realization that if the Medical School was to continue its 
existence, faculty development was necessary. There was no space for this with the 
existing physical constraints. The Interstate Highway system was on the drawing 
boards at the time and hoped to have an exit ramp which would run close to or 
through the 14th Street building. Furthermore, in medical education circles, 
including the two consultants Creighton had hired, the conviction prevailed that a 
medical school belonged as a part of its university, in 
proximity as well as administration. All of these factors 
interacted to produce a consensus opinion that the School 
of Medicine should "come home" to the main University 
campus. Matching funds were available for research 
facilities so, according to Dr. Egan, "We concentrated on 
Basic Sciences because that's where the money was for the 
building, and that's where the money would be to sup
port the faculty."14

Thus, planning began first for a research facility, 
and an application was made to the National Institutes of 
Health for matching funds for this much-needed con
struction. Just prior to the grant's approval, in August

Portraits of Mabel and C. C. Criss which hang in the Medical
School.
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1961, a magnanimous windfall came to the School of Medicine in the form of a gift 
of over four million dollars, given by Mrs. Mabel L. Criss, widow of Dr. C. C. Criss 
(M.D. 1912), founder of Mutual and United of Omaha, giants in the insurance field. 
Given in memory of her husband, the gift was designated for The Dr. C.C. and Mabel 
L. Criss Medical Center, to include research and office facilities, an out-patient 
department, a classroom-laboratory building and the School of Pharmacy.

Mabel Criss, born Mabel L. Chambers on May 1,1881, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
grew up in Pender, Nebraska, in modest circumstances. Through a mutual friend, 
she met Clair Carlton Criss, and they were married on December 1,1901. The couple 
lived in Bloomfield, Nebraska, where they purchased half interest in a clothing store. 
A son, Harry Mantz, fell ill and died in March, 1906, at age four.

The Crisses then moved to Omaha where Mr. Criss and his brother Neil began 
selling health and accident insurance. Mrs. Criss attended business school and set 
up an office as a public stenographer. The Criss brothers decided to go to medical 
school together so as to share textbook expenses. They enrolled in the Creighton 
College of Medicine.

To help finance their medical education, the three Crisses together purchased 
the charter of Mutual Benefit Health and Accident Associates in January 1910. 
Mabel managed the insurance office while the brothers pursued their medical 
studies, earning their M.D. degrees in 1912. They set up a medical practice in the City 
National Bank Building, where the insurance office efficiently managed by Mrs. 
Criss was located.

Within a year, Dr. C.C. Criss found that he was spending more time in the 
insurance business than in his medical practice and made a decision to devote all of 
his energies to the insurance business. Four years later, Dr. Neil Criss made the same 
choice. Mrs. Criss continued to be an integral part of the ever-expanding business, 
serving as office manager.

The business grew at a phenomenal rate. By 1920 it 
was operating in twenty states. In 1940 the cornerstone 
was laid for the present Mutual of Omaha Building. Mrs. 
Criss supervised all space layout, furnishings and color 
schemes for the new building, and was official supervisor 
of construction. In 1928 she was made Second Vice 
President of Mutual of Omaha, then resigned to become 
Vice President of United of Omaha when it was orga
nized in 1948. During her lifetime, she saw the small 
insurance business begun by the three Crisses become the 
world's largest health and accident insurer. She main
tained an office there and continued some activity with 
the company until the final year of her life.

Dr. C.C. Criss died in 1952. In his memory, Mrs. 
Criss made a gift of more than $4 million to Creighton to 

build the Dr. C. C. and Mabel L. Criss Medical Center. Further donations through 
the years enabled the entire Criss Health Center complex to become a reality. Her 
contributions in stock to Creighton eventually totalled over $7 million. Mrs. Criss 
received a symbolic gold shovel with a dated medallion when she took part in the 
ground breaking ceremony for Criss I in 1962. By the time ground was broken for 
the Bio-Information Center in 1975, she had filled the shovel with six medallions.

C. C., Mabel and Neil Criss breaking ground for the Mutual 
of Omaha Building
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Mabel Criss, Foundress of Creighton 
University and the Wisconsin 
Province of the Jesuit Order.

Creighton University and the medical commu
nity were grateful. In 1961 the Board of Regents 
passed a resolution expressing deepest gratitude to 
her. At the 1962 commencement, Mrs. Criss was 
awarded an honorary Doctor of Business Adminis
tration degree, the university's highest academic 
honor. And on June 20,1963, Mabel Criss was named 
a Foundress of Creighton University and the Wiscon
sin Province of the Jesuit Order, the fifth American 
and the first woman to be so honored. In 1970 she also 
received a Friend of Science award from the Ne
braska Academy of Science in recognition of her 
contributions to medical science. After a long and 
very busy life, Mrs. Criss died in Omaha on March 19, 
1978, at age 96.15

Shortly after the announcement of the Criss donation came approval, in 
September 1961, of the matching grant which had been submitted to the NIH. The 
grant provided $574,500 for construction and fixed equipment and $43,223 for 
movable equipment, for a total grant of $617,723. This was to be Unit I of the new 
Criss Medical Center (forever-more to be known as Criss I). With the University 
portion of the matching funds, Criss I would cost at least $1.25 million. Preliminary 
plans called for a 6-story structure housing research facilities for Anatomy, Biology, 
Biochemistry, Microbiology, Physiology, Medicine, Pediatrics, Obstetrics, Gynecol
ogy, Pathology and Surgery.16

The medical building expansion to the main campus fit well with Creighton 
University developmentin general. The 1960's and 1970's were times of tremendous 
expansion for the University. As a direct result of several successful fund-raising 
development plans in the 1960's, including the Greater Creighton Development 
Program and the New Goals program, the appearance of the campus was constantly 
changing as new buildings were completed and construction got underway on 
others. In addition to the Criss complex, new 
buildings on campus during the late 1950's and 
1960's included the Brandeis Student Center; four 
student dormitories; a central air conditioning 
plant; the Alumni Memorial Library; the Eppley 
College of Business Administration; Becker Din
ing Flail; and a new science building. The new 
Interstate system further changed the looks of the 
campus from the late 1960's onward, as motorists 
now whizzed by the edges of the campus, gaining 
new familiarity with a long-time community land
mark.

Ground was broken for the new Criss I on 
June 5,1962, with an anticipated completion date 
of September 1963. Its location on the northwest 
corner of the main campus necessitated razing the 
Creighton Stadium, long in disuse, but still an
object of nostalgia. The Stadium had been built in .

> °  Mabel Criss and Father Carl Reinert, S.J.,
1925 and had cost about $335,000. This amount, ready to break ground for Criss I.
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Criss I.

phenomenal at the time, was financed in part through 
"Buy a Brick" and "Buy a Bag of Cement" campaigns. At 
the time (1925) football was a major sport at Creighton, 
and Blue Jays were extremely proud of both their gridders 
and their new stadium, which seated 15,000. Its capacity 
was larger than any other structure in the area, and 
therefore it played host to a long list of religious and 
community affairs, as well as sporting events. In later 
years the playing area was used for track competition and 
ROTC drill.17 Progress and the need for more space 
dictated removal of the Stadium, and it, along with Creigh
ton football, became part of history.

Work continued on schedule for the next 15 months, and in August 1963, 
researchers began to move into the new Criss I. This building was to be devoted 
solely to research facilities, exclusive of classroom instruction. All School of 
Medicine research, except for projects associated with St. Joseph Hospital patients, 
were to be located within its walls.

The final planning for the new building made it five stories high, housing 86 
research laboratories and providing 37,370 square feet of space. This building alone 
had two-thirds as much space as that available in the entire 14th & Davenport 
complex. Highlights of the building included a penthouse area complete with a sun 
porch to house animals for research, and a "cold room" to prepare cultures at proper 
temperatures.18

Much was made of the "luxury of space" afforded researchers by the new 
building. Headlines in the Omaha World Herald ("C.U. Medical Researchers Enjoy
ing Luxury of Space") and The Creightonian ("Exit of Attic Labs Marks Research 
Growth") help tell the story.19 Research had increased six-fold at Creighton since 
World War II (encouraged by federal research grants). Yet space remained virtually 
static at the old medical school, with labs stuffed into 
attics and converted closets. This all changed in 1963 
as researchers moved into the new quarters of Criss 
I. As an example, on-going cardiovascular research 
by Dr. Alfred W. Brody had been conducted at 14th 
& Davenport in a converted fourth floor attic space of 
842 square feet. Dr. Brody's lab in Criss I, specifically 
outfitted as such, now contained 1,400 square feet.20

Financing the Criss complex was still a prime 
concern. Although a matching federal construction 
grant had come to Creighton's aid, there was still the 
necessity of providing that other half to match the 
grant. This being the case, every extra dollar counted.
Dean Egan recalled how he and Walter Jahn,
Creighton's Vice President for Financial Affairs, spent 
a full week pouring over architectural drawings. It seems the architect had gone 
over budget slightly, and Dean Egan decided to eliminate as many built-ins, such as 
bookcases and storage cases, as he could. His reasoning was that these items, if 
needed later, could be provided with funds from research grants as integral needs 
of the research. This was accomplished, and Dr. Egan remembers that overall Criss 
I, and indeed the entire Criss complex, was constructed on a very low cost/square 
foot basis. Economy was maintained without sacrificing quality.21

Dr. Alfred W. Brody
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September 24, 1964, was another red-letter day for the Creighton School of 
Medicine. On that day, the guest of honor, Mrs. Mabel Criss, wielding her gold- 
plated shovel, broke ground for Unit II of the Dr. C.C. and Mabel L. Criss Medical 
Center. The new building, a major segment of the New Goals Development 
Program begun in 1963, was located at the west end of the old Stadium area, just 
north of the Criss I Research Building, and also facing 27th Street. Its northernmost 
edge skirted Burt Street. Its construction cost was estimated at $3 million, and 
completion was expected to take about 18 months.22

Creighton University President Rev. H.W. Linn, stated, 'The expansion pro
gram will make the difference between a school of medicine in Omaha which merely 
exists and one which truly leads."23 He was also quoted, in opening remarks at the 
groundbreaking ceremony, read by the Rev. R.C. Harrington. Father Linn was 
absent due to illness.

The Dr. C.C. and Mabel L. Criss Medical Center is not a collection 
of buildings -  although we must depict it in that manner for clarity. 
Rather, it is a society of students and scholars, seekers and learners, 
bound together in a quest for knowledge, which will alleviate the 
world's pain and sufferings.24

Criss II, a five-story structure, was to 
house the School of Medicine's administrative 
offices and all classrooms and labs for first and 
second year medical students. When com
pleted, this would leave third and fourth year 
students, along with the Clinic and School of 
Pharmacy back on 14th & Davenport. Plans 
called for all of these to be eventually housed 
in Criss III, whose target for completion was 
initially 1968.25

Construction proceeded on Criss II at a 
pace slightly slower than anticipated. As Fa
ther Reinert explained, "The Center was given 
a longer completion time to keep costs down 
. . . Building was allowed to follow weather cnss i and n, 1969. 
patterns which prolongs construction some
what."26 The building came $235,000 closer to reality when general agents nation
wide of Mutual and United of Omaha donated that amount to furnish the first two 
floors of Criss II. They did this in memory of Dr. C.C. Criss, and a check for that 
amount was presented to Creighton in December 1964.27

Finally, despite delays caused by cold weather and a construction worker 
strike the summer of 1965, The Omaha World Herald was able to report the official 
opening of Criss II on August 31,1966. The new building contained 70,000 square 
feet on five levels. In the basement was the Anatomy Lab, another Lab, lecture room, 
locker rooms and service facilities. The main floor housed administrative offices, 
lobby and reception area and a temporary medical library. The entire second and 
fourth floors contained multi-discipline labs and classrooms for freshman and 
sophomore students, respectively, while the third and fifth floors contained depart
mental offices and labs. On top of the building was a specially designed 6,600 square
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foot deck to quarter research animals. The third, fourth 
and fifth floors were connected by enclosed bridges to the 
Criss I building just to the south of it.28

Formal dedication was held for both Criss Build
ings on October 29 and 30, 1966. The two-day salute 
began with a four-hour medical symposium on "Fron
tiers in Basic Medical Science," conducted by four nation
ally-known scientists, Drs. Maurice B. Visscher, John W. 
Rebuck, Horace W. Magoun and Merton Utter. It contin
ued with a blessing and dedication of the buildings by the 

Archbishop of Omaha, Gerald T. Bergan, followed by a dedication banquet that 
evening, at which Mrs. Criss was the guest of honor. There followed an Open House 
the next day at both buildings.29

The Omaha World Herald, in a two-page feature article entitled "Medicine 
Comes to the Campus," focused on the new buildings and their significance, not 
only to Creighton, but to the community as well.30 The School of Medicine had truly, 
finally, "come home" to the campus.

Students who made the move to campus in the late 60's might remember the 
consternation that medical students with automobiles felt at having to park their 
cars in "The Swamp," that unpaved area across from the school. There were 
complaints of getting stuck and needing tow jobs, and of other repairs necessitated 
by the abysmal ground conditions.

Finally, in time for the school year of 1969, the area directly in front of the two 
new Criss Buildings was paved for student use. Then, the complaint was heard that 
faculty and staff were parking there, instead of in their own designated spots.31

Plans for Criss III remained just that, plans on paper, for the remainder of the 
decade. Again, money problems forced the School of Medicine to put its expansion 
plans on hold. This was true in spite of another generous beneficence given to 
Creighton by the Criss family. Dr. Neil L. Criss, brother of Dr. C.C. Criss, brother- 
in-law of Mabel Criss, was also a medical graduate of 1912 and a chief administrator 
in the family insurance business. Upon his death in April 1966, he left a bequest to 
the School of Medicine of over a million dollars. The story goes that when the two 
Criss brothers graduated from the School of Medicine in 1912, they owed the school 
$125. They received their diplomas anyway, the school trusting them to repay the 
debt, which they did some two months later. But Dr. Neil Criss never forgot this act 
of kindness and trust on the part of the University, and upon his death, showed his 
appreciation to his Alma M ater.32

Clinic Moves
Several other integral components of the School of Medicine were affected by 

physical changes during this decade of growth and change. The Creighton Clinic 
(Dispensary) remained as one of the prime areas of practical experience for junior 
and senior medical students, and one of the major vehicles of community service to 
Omaha. In 1965, patients numbered more than 38,000 annually, and the clinic staff 
consisted of 20 full-time staff members, in addition to medical students and 
volunteer faculty.33 Yet the Clinic's future was decidedly hazy for awhile.

While the Clinic was still located at 14th & Davenport, plans were constantly 
being touted for its inclusion in the proposed Criss III building. Yet Criss III, due to 
financial considerations, was itself having difficulty in progressing past the plan-

Symposium speakers at the Criss Dedication, October 1966. 
From left: Drs. Maurice B. Visscher; John W. Rebuck; Horace 
W. Magoun and Merton Utter.
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ning stage. In the early-to mid-1960's, plans for the Interstate Highway system were 
firmed up and definitely included demolition of the entire 14th & Davenport 
complex. Where would the Clinic go?

Further complications arose in 1967 when the City-County Department of 
Health first broached the subject of publicly-supported free neighborhood health 
centers. Widespread patronage of such clinics would, of course, deprive medical 
school clinics, both Creighton and the University of Nebraska, of the needed volume 
of patients for medical education purposes. Creighton eventually cooperated with 
the Health Department and the Greater Omaha Community Alliance (GOCA) in 
submitting an application to the Office of Economic Opportunity for the health 
center. Preliminary plans, still very much premature as of April 1967, called for 
location of the center in Omaha's Near North Side, an area of public and low-value 
housing where many potential patients would need clinic services. Immediately, 
however, endless disputes developed as to just where it should be located in that 
area, and consequently, no such center ever came about.34

In March 1968, in cooperation with the City-County Health Department, and 
in line with the efforts to make health services more accessible to the poor, the 
Creighton Clinic extended its pediatric hours to 8:00 P.M. This was done to serve 
children who were in school during the daytime hours and to accommodate the 
needs of working parents, especially single mothers.35

Finally, with the Clinic building scheduled 
for demolition only a few months down the road, 
there was no time to spare. An agreement was 
reached on January 1, 1969, whereby the former 
nurses' dormitory at St. Catherine's Hospital, 9th 
& Forest Avenue, would house, temporarily, the 
medical and pharmacy clinics. St. Catherine's had 
discontinued its three-year nursing program, and 
the five-story, 10-year-old structure, with some 
remodelling proved quite adequate for clinic use. 
Most remodelling consisted of simple partitioning 
and accommodation of technical instruments, such 
as lead lining of walls around X-Ray units.

The new location afforded approximately 
15,000 square feet of floor space and actually en
abled the Clinic to expand its operations. Major 
clinics were held every day, rather than on an 
alternating schedule as previously. Waiting time 
for patients was reduced and extension of night 
hours from Pediatrics to other areas was consid

ered. The working and storage areas of the Pharmacy Dispensary were tripled by 
the m ove.36 Fortunately the new Clinic was located near several major bus lines, 
giving it convenient patient access by public transportation.

On Friday, March 21,1969, at 8:00 P.M., the Creighton Medical Clinic onl4th 
& Davenport closed its doors for the last time. This marked not only the end of the 
Clinic at this location, but also the symbolic end of an era. The Clinic was the last of 
the Creighton School of Medicine operations left at the downtown location. The 
School of Pharmacy would remain until the end of the 1968-69 school year, at which
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At the Creighton Clinic.

time it moved to temporary quarters on the 
main campus, awaiting construction of Criss 
III. The Medical Clinic reopened on March 31, 
1969, in the newer, bigger quarters on 9th & 
Forest Avenue, but never again would the 
School of Medicine operate from 14th & Dav
enport. An Omaha World Herald article by 
Mary McGrath helped capture the mood that 
last day:

Its ceilings are too high 
to be fashionable. Paint and 
patching fail to hide the scars 
from years of wear. 
Thousands of feet have worn 
down the floors and steps.

Indeed, you had to look hard Friday to see anything of beauty 
-  a graceful arch or well-turned wood -  in the building at Fourteenth 
and Davenport Streets which has housed some aspect of Creighton 
University's medical program for 72 years.

Patients came and went as usual, right through the evening 
hours for pediatric patients. Staff members left with boxes or 
armloads of belongings.

Most of the 3,700 students who have been graduated from 
Creighton's medical school have met their first patients and listened 
to many a lecture here.

Probably at least half of Omaha's pharmacists learned to 
prepare prescriptions in this building.

Thousands of Creighton students have stood in long lines 
during the heat of "freshman week" for their pre-entrance exami
nation and wondered if that man in white was a doctor or a medical 
student.

No one knows how many thousands of persons have come 
here for care.37

The feelings of many were summed up by Mary Woodyerd, Clinic Director, 
who said, as she observed the rapidly emptying building that last day, "I'm happy 
to move, but I have to admit I have feelings for the 'old joint'." 38

The Medical Library Moves... Twice
Another component of the School of Medicine which was physically moved 

not once, but twice, during this period was the Medical Library. It had been located 
for years on the third floor of the south building on 14th & Davenport. But as the 
collection burgeoned and needs changed, this space became increasingly inad
equate. The same complaints were valid for the School of Pharmacy Library, which 
had been located on a different floor of the downtown complex.

In February 1960 Creighton University purchased a building at 1401 Daven
port Street, directly across the street from the Medical and Pharmacy Schools. It had 
housed Warner Brothers Pictures and, with only minor modifications, fit the bill
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Dr. S. J. Greco, Pharmacy Dean and Dr. R. L. Egan, Medical 
Dean with Librarian Marjorie Wannarka, preparing for the 
move.

Helping in the move to the Davenport 
Library are, on left, George Dowell, sor 
of D. Arnold Dowell (M.D. 1931) and
James O'Neill, son of J. J. O'Neil (M.D. 
1943).

beautifully for a professional library. 
Creighton announced its intentions 
of integrating the libraries of the 
Schools of Medicine and Pharmacy 
into one unit. Such consolidation of 
all healing-arts materials was a na
tionwide trend, and made sense not 
only from an academic standpoint 
but a financial one as well.

In addition to location, the build
ing had many advantages. First, it 
was large. It was estimated that 
these new quarters would result in a 
100% increase in usable library fa
cilities, with twice the study space 

and four times the storage area. It was fireproof, 
had an automatic sprinkler system and had spe
cially insulated vaults, all of which were plus 
factors for security purposes. It would be easily 
accessible for professionals located in the down
town area. Also, it would help relieve the pressure 
of space limitations being felt so sorely in the 
Medical School complex.39 (This was pre-Criss) 

The physical move across the street took 
place in June 1960. The combined library num
bered approximately 27,000 volumes, and with 
the aid of Creighton University and Creighton 
Prep students and a few professional movers, was 
accomplished with a minimum of problems.

The move was excellent practice, for just six 
years later, in the summer of 1966, the Library 
moved again. This time it relocated to the newly- 
built Medical Basic Sciences Building on the main 
campus, Criss II.
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The new location was on the north side of the first floor of Criss II. Once again 
the library was cramped, but assurances were made that this was only temporary. 
New facilities were to be made available for the Library at a later date when Criss 
III was constructed. As it came about, the wait was longer but the payoff greater, for 
when new facilities were provided to the Library, they were in the form of a very 
modern, much larger and separate Bio-Information Center, eventually located 
between the new Dental School and the Medical School.

The Medical Library collection continued to grow, in part as a result of several 
grants. In 1965 the Markel Foundation of New York City gave a $45,000 grant to the 
Creighton Med-Pharm Library, earmarked for the purchase of back issues of 
scientific journals. The National Library of Medicine likewise gave Creighton 
$17,777 to augment its medical collection.40 With these and other additions to the 
collection, the Medical-Pharmacy Library was well on its way to needing the space 
which would finally be afforded them with the construction of the Bio-Information 
Center Building.

What Ever Became of the Old School?
With the flurry of moving transpiring in the 1960's, what became of the old 

medical complex on 14th & Davenport? When the move began into Criss II in the 
late spring and summer of 1966, the north building at 304 North 14th Street became 
the Department of Fine Arts, housing a relatively new University division. This was 
the portion of the medical complex built in 1909 as an addition to the original medical 
school, and connected to it by bridges. The lower level of this North building was 
now used for sculpture, welding, plaster work, wood carving, and for studios of 
painting, etching and lithography. The main floor now housed drawing studios, 
seminar rooms, offices and a small gallery. The second floor provided storage and 
additional exhibition space when needed.41 The Fine Arts Department chairman 
was enthusiastic, indicating that the old medical school building provided a 
doubling of space. Furthermore, he stated, "The high ceilings and large rooms make 
excellent studios".42

Later in 1966 the building at 1401 Davenport that had housed the Medical- 
Pharmacy Library for six years became The Creighton University Nebraska Centen
nial Arts Gallery. Its first show opened in December 1966, with a showing of the 
works of Tom Bartek, a member of Creighton's Art faculty.43

But its residency was brief, as the specter of Interstate development plans again 
reared its head. Late in 1967, government officials announced definite plans to raze 
the entire 14th & Davenport complex, and the Fine Arts Department began looking 
for new quarters. In early spring of 1968, Creighton University sold all of its 
buildings in the 300 block of 14th Street to the State of Nebraska for $380,000. (This 
did not include the former library building at 1401 Davenport Street.) The Fine Arts 
Department (former north building of the Medical School) had to be vacated by June 
1968. The School of Pharmacy and Clinics at 302 North 14th Street were given until 
June 1969 to relocate.44

The Fine Arts Department moved across the street to the Art Gallery (former 
Library) in May 1968, where it remained until the winter of 1972, at that time moving 
back to the main campus. On September 13, 1968, its former home, the north 
building of the Medical complex, went under the wrecking ball and was entirely 
razed to make way for the Interstate. The Medical School Clinic vacated the original 
Medical School building at the end of March 1969 and moved to the old St.
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Beginning of the destruction of the old Medical School.

Interior views just before destruction. (Courtesy Stephen 
Gibbs, M.D. 1970.)

Half gone! (Courtesy Stephen Gibbs, M.D. 1970.)

In the rubble. (Courtesy Stephen Gibbs, M.D. 1970.)

Catherine's nursing dorm. The 
School of Pharmacy left its quarters 
in the summer of 1969, moving its 
offices to a small brick duplex on 
campus and its classrooms and labs 
to various locations all over the cam
pus, awaiting the construction of 
Criss III. The original medical build
ing on 14th & Davenport then met 
the same fate as the north building, 
and almost one year later, in Sep
tember 1969, the last downtown 
building was dem olished in 
Omaha's need to finish its leg of the 
Interstate system.45

One of the areas of the demol
ished Medical School building that 
students of the early 1960's may re
member with special fondness was 
a small, unpretentious room on the 
second floor of the old School of 
Medicine: St. Luke's Chapel. The 
chapel had been in existence at the
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school for only five years when the move was made to Criss II in 1966, 
but during that time it gained a special place in the hearts of many 
School of Medicine students.

Named for St. Luke the Physician, the chapel was established as a 
memorial to Michael LaMendola of Amsterdam, New York, a senior 
medical student killed in an accident in 1958 just days before he was to 
receive his medical degree from Creighton. The chapel, located near 
classrooms and labs, quickly became a refuge for hard-working medi
cal students, and a source of religious inspiration at the daily Mass 
offered by Father James Quinn, the School of Medicine's religious 
counselor. This area of the school, along with many others, would live 
on in the memories of Creighton medical graduates.46

In 1897 the John A. Creighton College of Medicine had proudly 
opened the doors of its showplace medical school building at 14th & 
Davenport Streets. Now 72 years later, in September 1969, only a large 
pile of rubble remained. Today, at 14th & Davenport, there is an 
Interstate exit ramp emptying into an unpretentious area of the city. 

There is nothing left to indicate that in this spot thousands of young men and 
women, full of hopes, dreams and ambitions, labored intensely to launch medical 
careers. The only thing now left of the former medical school buildings, besides the 
fond memories in the hearts of its many graduates, is the rescued name of the old 
school which had been carved in stone over the old entrance: The John A. Creighton 
College of Medicine. When Criss III was constructed, this was mounted on the wall 
on the first floor of that building near the east entrance, and many a visitor has stood 
silently before it, recalling the bygone years of medical school.

75th Birthday
The year 1967 was a spe

cial one for the School of Medi
cine, for that year marked the 
75th Anniversary of its found
ing. Timing was good for a 
celebration. Criss I had opened 
in 1963, Criss II in 1966, and 
plans were underway for con
struction of Criss III. Dr. Egan 
was making great strides, both 
in hiring increased full-time 
faculty and in attracting grants 
and other financial aid to the 
School. There were still prob
lems, but overall the picture 
was one of optimism.

Two main celebrations were observed for the occasion. September 27, 1967, 
was the official commemoration, for it was exactly 75 years before, on that date, that 
the first classes commenced at the John A. Creighton College of Medicine. A large 
birthday cake, complete with 75 candles, helped make this diamond jubilee special. 
The Governor of Nebraska, among many others, sent congratulatory messages. His 
read, in part:

75th Anniversary. Father Linn cuts the anniversary cake. Looking 
on, left to right are Dr. Joseph Holthaus (M.D. 1947); Dr. J. Raymond 
Johnson; Rev. Richard C. Harrington, S.J.; Dr. Richard Egan (M.D. 
1940) and Rev. Carl Reinert, S.J.
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How well Creighton is fulfilling that need [the state's medical 
need] is amply demonstrated by the roster of its graduates who are 
practicing their profession in Nebraska, and by the large number 
who have distinguished themselves in the field of medicine and 
medical research in the state, nation and internationally.

To John A. Creighton we owe our thanks for his foresight in 
founding your school. To all of the faculty members, workers, 
supporters and boosters who followed him we owe our thanks for 
a job well done.47

In October 1967 another special observance of the school's 75th year was held, 
this time in conjunction with the annual meeting of the Omaha-Midwest Clinical 
Society. A Creighton Medical Diamond Dinner was held, and reunion classes were 
highlighted. Creighton School of Medicine did, indeed, have a lot to celebrate. It had 
come a long way, overcoming along the path adversity and financial difficulties, but 
continuing through the years in its primary mission of producing competent 
physicians.

Curriculum Changes
During this decade of growth and change, the curriculum at the School of 

Medicine took several new turns as well. Beginning with the freshman class of the 
1959 school year, the basic course work for freshmen was revised. Patterned after 
similar changes at Western Reserve and Stanford University Schools of Medicine, 
the new system was known as the "core" method, and was a true innovation in 
medical education. Rather than study the material from several basic science 
disciplines as separate entities, the new system used an interdepartmental-inte
grated approach. The body of information to be included was categorized into six 
physiologic divisions, or cores: cell structure and metabolism; cardiorespiratory 
system; gastrointestinal system; renal system; endocrine; and central nervous 
systems; Each of these cores, then, was studied separately as to its normal anatomy, 
physiology and biochemistry. The normal growth and developmental changes 
from the newborn through childhood, adolescence, adulthood and old-age were 
also included in the core approach. Class attendance was not obligatory. One exam 
was given at the end of each core segment, and a final exam covering all of the cores 
was given at the end of the year. Furthermore, "the general philosophy is to study 
all aspects of a given portion of the body simultaneously and to integrate these 
studies with one another to their fullest extent."48 The entire first year curriculum 
came under the label Normal Human Biology.

The Creightonian interviewed freshmen medical students in October 1961 to 
register their feelings toward the core system. Responses were generally favorable. 
Opinions included the following:

"It allows you to do more reading on your own. Also it gives 
an overall picture rather than a seemingly unrelated group of 
courses." (Joseph Cesare, M.D. 1965)

"The core system has taken the pressure off the student by 
neatly arranging the material in schedules. It eliminates surprise 
tests and allows one to study at his own pace." (John McGill, M.D.
1965)
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"You're not constantly under pressure. However, the one 
exam at the end is tremendously important." (Ron Simone, M.D.
1965)49

In 1961 the new system was extended to sophomores under the title Abnormal 
Human Biology. The cores in Abnormal Human Biology included: Introduction to 
Abnormal Human Biology; Infectious Diseases; Cardiovascular and Respiratory 
System; Gastro-intestinal System; Renal Reticuloendothelial System; Skeletal, Col
lagenous and Endocrine Systems; and Central Nervous System. For this portion, 
attention was focused on Pathology, Microbiology, Physiology and Pharmacology 
and Preventive Medicine and Public Health. As described:

The role of the major clinical departments is somewhat increased in 
the second year, laying the foundation for future clinical work by 
the student, but the subject matter is again presented in correlation 
with that currently being studied in preclinical department work.50

Begun concurrently with the core program in 1959 was a clinical observation 
program, whereby freshmen medical students spent four hours per week observing 
patient treatment in hospitals. This was an attempt not only to expose students to 
the realities of medicine sooner than the junior year clinical clerkships, but also to 
integrate and synthesize the basic science materials that students were learning with 
the exigencies of real medical practice.51

In 1968 this goal was again addressed by the addition of a new, five-hour 
course entitled Human Biology (not to be confused with the entire first-year 
curriculum of Normal Human Biology). In this course, students were exposed to the 
whole man , in clinical settings, home visits and community-organization groups 
(PTA, churches, etc). Lectures ranged from standard clinical subjects to such 
disparate topics as theology, philosophy, birth control, abortion and pollution. 
Students themselves manned a speakers' bureau, worked with medical personnel 
teams and were involved in a variety of possible physician-patient interactions.52 
Student Dennis Martin (M.D. 1973) said the course "included a lot of interesting 
topics, guest speakers and good flicks, like 'Emergency Childbirth'."53

The 1966 opening of Criss II enabled the School of Medicine to adopt another 
innovative approach to curriculum, that of Multi-Discipline Laboratories. Creigh
ton became one of only five medical schools in the nation using this concept at the 
time. Each freshman and sophomore medical student was assigned a lab unit for his 
exclusive use that year. All lab courses were presented there, and the student had 
access to his area day and night. Each student's area contained lab work space, 
storage space and a desk area for study. Criss II had five, 16-man laboratories for 
freshmen on the second floor and five similar units for sophomores on the fourth 
floor.54

Dr. Egan noted that this method had the advantage of more efficient use of 
space, and helped to correlate all of the basic sciences being studied. Furthermore,

In the multi-discipline type of laboratory facility, emphasis is on 
special project work rather than routine experiments. There is less 
lecturing to large groups and more discussion in small groups. 
Students are encouraged to develop research projects of their own 
requiring extensive use of the laboratory and library.55
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Two small changes took place 
in 1966 which were of interest to 
those concerned with grades and 
awards. In that year a grade of "C+" 
was added to the list of evaluative 
symbols it was possible for medical 
students to earn. Also, that was the 
year in which students could earn 
diplomas inscribed with the aca
demic honors of summa cum laude 
(QPA of 3.85 or above), magna cum 
laude (QPA of 3.70), or cum laude 
(QPA of 3.50).56

A military first occurred at the School of Medicine when the School's first 
Naval Reserve Medical Company was established in 1967 under the command of Dr. 
Eugene J. Slowinski, Chairman of the Department of OB/GYN and a commander in 
the Naval Reserve. The unit, having a strength of fifteen student ensigns, gave 
students the opportunity for special active-duty research clerkships between their 
freshman and sophomore years, and also allowed them to participate in Naval 
hospital clinical clerkships as electives during their senior year. The Reserve 
meetings were held twice monthly and integrated some naval medicine into the 
regular curriculum. Students received promotion to Lieutenant Second Grade upon 
graduation from the School of Medicine.57

Money Matters
What were students paying for medical education at Creighton University 

during this decade? Tuition increased more than 2.5 times between 1959 and 1970, 
reflecting the ever-increasing cost of medical education in general and the cost of the 
many improvements being effected at Creighton. Until 1960 tuition remained $900 
per year, with an estimate of $4,686 for total expenses during four years of medical 
education. September 1960 witnessed a tuition increase, the first of many during the 
next decade, to $1,000 per year. Following this there were seven additional tuition 
increases until September 1970, when the new tuition rate was $2,400 per year. An 
estimate of four-year total medical education expenses topped the $10,000 mark for 
the first time, at $10,830.58 This figure seems quite low by today's standards, 
perhaps, but no doubt seemed daunting to prospective students in 1970.

Yet the actual cost of educating new physicians rose even faster than tuition 
rates. As the 1960's opened, it was estimated that the actual one-year cost for medical 
education amounted to $1,834. By 1969, the figure stood at $8,172. In roughly the 
same time period in which tuition increased over 2.5 times, the actual costs rose well 
over four times.59

As a result of increasing tuition, more scholarships and more loans were being 
offered to medical students than ever before. In 1960 the National Defense Student 
Loan Program was first mentioned in the annual Bulletin. There were more funds 
available from sources both public and private, including a mysterious $10,000 
scholarship, given two years in a row by an anonymous philanthropist whose 
anonymity was a condition of the donation. By 1970 the list of loans and scholarships 
available to medical students totaled two full pages in the annual Bulletin. Increas
ingly, students were forced to rely on these sources of revenue as their education

Creighton Naval Reserve Medical Company. At the head of 
the table are Commander E. Slowinski and Lt. A. Earle. The 
medical students, Lts. JG are, left to right: W. Leadbetter 
(M.D. 1970); J. Sharkey (M.D. 1970); T. Collins (M.D. 1969); J. 
Soha (M. D. 1970); P. Heffron (M.D. 1970); and F. Albani 
(M.D. 1970).
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costs skyrocketed. All of this, of course, reflected a change which was taking place 
all over the country, and despite the great increase, Creighton's medical school 
tuition remained, and still remains, among the lowest for private medical schools.

Postgraduate Programs
There were some changes of note at a more advanced level of training and 

education as well. In 1962 a grant from the NIH helped Creighton establish a 
research training program, designed to prepare doctors for careers in academic 
medicine. Trainees had to have the M.D. degree and at least one year of training in 
their special field. The two areas of research specifically offered were cardiovascular 
work, under Dr. Richard W. Booth, and metabolic disease research, supervised by 
Drs. Thomas Skillman and Robert Heaney, of the Department of Medicine.60 But the 
Annual Bulletin stated that "other postdoctoral programs may be arranged to meet 
the specific needs of the applicant."61

In April 1969, the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools granted accreditation to Creighton for Ph.D. programs in the departments 
of Anatomy, Biochemistry, Microbiology and Physiology. These were the first 
degree programs beyond the Masters' level to be offered at Creighton University, 
and were to be conducted in the School of Medicine. Dr. Egan credited their 
introduction to the recent advances made in faculty development, and to the 
construction of the new Criss I and II Buildings.

'Establishment of these programs,' continued Dr. Egan, 'recognizes 
a need, both locally and nationally, for these kinds of specialists. 
Graduates with these degrees teach and do research in their 
specialties which emphasizes the scientific basis of medical 
practice.'62

Although they were certainly offered previously, 1966 was the first year that 
mention was made in the annual Bulletin of internship programs following gradu
ation. Internships had always been the business of hospitals only, but now medical 
schools were becoming more concerned and involved in postgraduate training. The 
University in conjunction with her affiliated hospitals, primarily St. Joseph, offered 
a choice of two types of internships: a rotating program or a straight mixed 
internship, one in which only one or two clinical areas were emphasized. Although 
it certainly existed prior to this, this was also the year that the first mention was made 
of the intern selection process by the National Intern Matching Program, variations 
of which are in use to this day.63

In the 1960's, a good number of graduates stayed on in Omaha to do their 
internship through Creighton University and St. Joseph Hospital. For example, in 
1964, of 72 graduating seniors, a record number, 25, (35%) received intern assign
ments at St. Joseph's here in Omaha. In 1965,30% of graduates did likewise. "The 
large enrollment is a vote of confidence in the high standards of the teaching 
program at St. Joseph's," according to Dr. John M. McKain, then Chair of the Intern- 
Resident Committee at St. Joseph's.64

Furthermore, by 1970 approved residency programs were offered in Medicine, 
OB/GYN, Pathology, Radiology, Surgery and Pediatrics. These attracted a fair 
number of Creighton graduates, in addition to others from a nationwide pool.
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Statistics show that up to this period, once the formal training of internships 
and residencies were completed, the majority of Creighton medical graduates were 
entering general practice. In fact, in 1962 The Creighton Alumnews quoted figures 
from The Health Manpower Source Book, published by the Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare, indicating that the Creighton School of Medicine tied for 
second place among the nation's medical schools for number of graduates (1925- 
1950) in general practice.65

These graduates were dispersed widely. In 1965 a study of all Creighton 
alumni indicated that just over 14% of total medical graduates were practicing in the 
state of Nebraska. (About 10% were in the Omaha area. This meant that 46% of all 
practitioners in the greater Omaha area were Creighton medical graduates.) The 
rest of the medical graduates were distributed to every state in the Union except 
Delaware, Georgia and Vermont, and in far-flung locales all over the globe. The 
largest concentration of Creighton M.D.'s was in California, where nearly 25% of all 
medical graduates had located to practice.66 The California Connection, noted 
earlier, was clearly evident in these statistics.

In 1967 Creighton began participation in the Nebraska-South Dakota segment 
of the Regional Medical Program. This program, in large part federally financed, 
was an attempt to disseminate medical knowledge concerning cancer, stroke and 
heart disease, from urban medical centers to rural areas. It was an attempt to narrow 
the gap between advances in medical knowledge in these areas of specialization and 
what filtered down to actual patient treatment. It included teams of medical 
personnel visiting rural communities, and offering, among other services: assis
tance with diagnoses; consultation on treatment plans; continuing medical educa
tion; and assumption of patient loads for brief periods of time, freeing small-town 
physicians to attend more formalized training sessions.67 The first director of the 
Creighton segment of the program was John B. Herman, who was succeeded in 1969 
by William W. Wood.

Dr. Dossel, Anatomy Professor, at the 
electron microscope.

Technological Advances
Keeping pace with constantly improving tech

nology is a real task for all medical schools. A few 
technological highlights for the Creighton School of 
Medicine in the 1960's included the following:

-  In 1961 acquisition was made of an electron 
microscope, to be used in cellular research by Dr. 
W.E. Dossel, Associate Professor of Anatomy.68

-  In 1963 the School of Medicine produced a 
six-program TV series entitled Space and Medicine, 
which aired at noon on Saturdays. Members of the 
School of Medicine faculty dealt with special medical 
problems engendered by space travel, and with space 
research which had dual applications for general 
medicine.69 Dr. Hugh J. Phillips, Associate Professor 
of Physiology and Pharmacology was the series' 
commentator.
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-  In October 1963 a unique program was established by Dr. Richard W. Booth, 
Director of Cardiology at St. Joseph's Hospital, in collaboration with Northwestern 
Bell and Bell Laboratories. An electrocardiogram could be transmitted through 
phone lines and special equipment, from two hospitals in sparsely populated areas 
which did not have regular access to a cardiologist. By this means, a seven-days-a- 
week, 24-hours-a-day service was first established for long distance E.K.G. readings. 
These two hospitals, in Spalding, Nebraska and Chamberlain, South Dakota, would 
be advised within minutes by a cardiologist from St. Joseph's or, after hours, from 
the homes of Dr. Booth, Dr. Vincent Runco, Jr. or Dr. Hugh S. Levin, the cardiologists 
involved in the project.70

-  In 1968 the School of Medicine purchased a portable color videotape 
recorder through funds made available by Network for Continuing Education, a 
New York-based organization sponsored by Roche Labortories. With this equip
ment, the school could incorporate demonstration tapes furnished by other medical 
schools into its instructional plans and could also record its own programs for 
similar dissemination.71

-  Early in 1969 the Department of Pathology added a $61,000 multiphasic 
screener to its equipment at St. Joseph's Hospital. It was the only one of its kind in 
Omaha; it was able to conduct twelve tests on one blood sample and process 60 blood 
samples per hour.72

The School of Medicine continued during the 1960's to provide annual lectures 
and post-graduate assemblies which had become as familiar as old friends to alumni 
and physicians of our area. The Omaha-Mid west Clinical Society continued to draw 
many Creighton exhibitors and speakers, and class reunions continued to be 
scheduled concurrently with these fall gatherings. The annual Eben Carey Memo
rial lecture, co-sponsored by Phi Chi fraternity, likewise persevered into the 60's 
with distinguished speakers of national renown. The younger but now traditional 
Adolph Sachs Memorial Lecture, sponsored by Phi Rho Sigma fraternity, continued 
annually and made headlines for its 1967 speaker, world renowned heart surgeon 
Dr. Michael DeBakey, who spoke here on March 15,1967.

The 60’s Revolution -  Changing Times
Many of the events taking place at the School of Medicine during the 1960's 

mirrored the prevailing revolution occurring society-wide during this decade. This 
was the Swinging 60's and everything from fashion to sexual mores was undergoing 
rapid revision. Individualism, students' and minority rights, protests (radical or 
otherwise), attention to the needs of society's urban poor, more vocal participation 
of individuals in their own destiny -  whether related to political, educational or 
military affairs -  all of these were typical interests of this decade. Many found 
expression in events at the School of Medicine. Medical students, as a group, are 
probably more conservative by nature than students as a whole. Yet they too 
couldn't help but be influenced by the maelstrom of change that the 60's brought 
with it. Although probably not reaching its full intensity until the next decade, the 
attitudinal complexion of the medical student body began to change during the 
1960's. Indeed, many happenings of the 1960's may be viewed as signs of the times.

Minorities gained encouragement to enter medical school. Prominent notice 
was given in The Creightonian beginning in 1961 of National Medical-Sloan Founda
tion Scholarships available to ten qualified "Negro" men for four-year full medical 
school expenses. Of a more immediate nature, the School of Medicine, beginning in
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1967, sponsored a pilot program called "Saturdays for Science." This was a five- 
week program designed for black high school students and conducted by School of 
Medicine faculty. Its purpose was to stimulate an interest in science in young blacks 
who otherwise might never have considered college, let alone a career in a scientific 
field such as medicine. The organizers of the program were Dr. Donal F. Magee and 
Dr. Henry H. Gale, both from the Department of Physiology and Pharmacology; Dr. 
Robert P. Heaney, Department of Medicine; and Dr. William T. Niemer, Department 
of Anatomy. Later, in addition, other medical faculty members staffed the pro
gram.73

In Washington Lyndon Johnson announced his War on Poverty, and in Omaha 
Creighton medical students waged their own campaign to aid the poor within the 
context of medicine. In late 1967 Creighton students organized the Student Health 
Organization (SHO) to promote involvement in community health affairs. Not only 
medical students, but also those in Dentistry, Pharmacy, Medical Technology and 
Nursing were encouraged to become volunteers. Some early programs conducted 
by SHO included presenting a cancer detection film at community centers in 
financially depressed areas, and a lecture series for young, unwed mothers at a 
junior high school in the inner city.74

Another local battle fought against "medical poverty" began in January 1969 
with the opening of the Willis Avenue Health Center. This community action project 
was operated out of a converted home in the Near North 
side of Omaha. The home was donated by a Jesuit, the 
medical supplies were provided by the Omaha-Douglas 
County Health Department, and the reconstructive work 
and medical staffing was done by Creighton medical 
students. Although open at first only a few hours on 
Wednesday evenings, many worthwhile programs were 
conducted, including vaccinations, youth programs, den
tal screening and health education films and discus
sions.75

Medical students became dissatisfied with the sta
tus quo in student government, which, in return for 
activity fees, gave them representation on the university
wide Student Board of Governors. One of the main 
complaints included their inability to attend the majority 
of affairs financed by their required activity fees. Their more demanding and time- 
consuming academic requirements interfered, and their interests were divergent 
from those of the undergraduate mainstream.

After a lengthy time of agitation and discussion, a system was finally estab
lished by which all students, undergraduate and professional, paid a $25 activity fee, 
but after a $4 cut to support basketball and a $6 general fund fee, a $15 kickback was 
made to student bodies in professional schools. It was this kickback which provided 
the financial base that enabled medical students to form their own student govern
ment body, The Creighton Medical Student Government (CMSG), in 1968. The 
constitution for the new CMSG was presented to the medical student body in April
1968, and with a ballot return of 85% was unanimously approved. With modifica
tions and updates, the CMSG is still in existence.76

In this period of student protest, students were also dissatisfied with, and 
protested the requirement for, a medical student retreat, albeit with less success than 
in the area of student government. Despite a variety of student complaints

Henry H. Herrera (M.D. 1970), a winner of the Spirit of
Creighton Award, 1970.
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throughout the decade, the retreat was still compulsory at the beginning of the 
1970's. However, many genuine attempts were made at revising the retreat to 
enhance its meaning and applicability to medical students. For example, a team 
approach was adopted for presentation of the 1966 retreat.77 And in 1968, more 
relevant topics were chosen (sex education and the involvement of the physician in 
society), and a discussion format was adopted.78

Other events at the School of Medicine can also be viewed as an outgrowth of 
the overall societal demand for self-expression, innovation and renewed interest in 
personal responsibility. For example,

-  In 1966 the School of Medicine Executive Committee adopted an Honor 
Code. For years following, upon entry, the incoming freshman signed a statement 
vowing for his own personal academic integrity. Procedures were outlined for him 
to follow if he had reason to doubt that of a fellow student. Involvement of peers in 
adjudicating the situation was integral. Previously, action had been subjective with 
administrators.

-  In 1967 a new publication, The Beat, was inaugurated. This was a newspaper 
published by and for medical students.

-  The incoming freshman class of 1967 included the first nun admitted to the 
School of Medicine, Sister Ann Katherine Zielinski. (She was also the first member 
of her order, the Daughters of Wisdom, ever to attend medical school.) Dr. Zielinski 
(M.D. 1971) has gone on to become a well-known surgeon, adept at kidney 
transplants.

-  In 1967 medical students demanded and won the right to conduct faculty 
evaluations. Members of the teaching faculty were ranked by students in ten 
categories, ranging from organization of lectures and class preparation to concern 
for and willingness to help students. The professor and administrators were later 
advised of the overall QPA and rank of the individual faculty member in relation to 
other faculty members. Students were not told of these rankings. However, students 
held the hope of improved teaching as a result of these evaluations. As Ralph 
Kramper (M.D. 1971) noted, "'At least some of the professors evaluated were 
stimulated to reevaluate themselves and to produce better lectures with better 
organization'."79

-  Beginning in 1968 two School of Medicine Associate Professors of Physiol- 
ogy, working with the American Friends Service Committee, provided draft coun
seling to all Creighton University students.

-  Early in 1970 the Educational Policy Committee at the School of Medicine 
was considering a plan to put the senior year in medical school on an all elective, 
pass/fail system. By this time, many undergraduate courses in institutions nation
wide were on such a basis. Despite strong support from a few, the plan was not 
adopted.

Trends in Medical Education
Just as many events occurring in medical student affairs mirrored the larger 

societal picture of the 1960's, so too events in medical education were a microcosm 
of national trends. In the late 1960's, medical schools nationwide, including 
Creighton, had a problem securing enough anatomical material (human cadavers) 
for their Anatomy courses. At the height (or depths) of the 1930's Depression, 
Creighton had more cadavers than it could use. But as economic conditions 
improved and welfare programs providing burial benefits increased, the source of
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bodies was greatly reduced. Furthermore, the state of Nebraska, besides having a 
relatively small population, had two medical schools which needed to be supplied.

The shortage became quite critical. Medical education experts recommended 
that no more than four students should study one body. Yet in 1968 133 freshman 
medical and dental students used 22 cadavers, a ratio of six to one.80 By 1969 the 
situation was even more grim. That year the school had a total of only ten cadavers 
for all medical and dental students.81 This was a problem with no quick resolution 
and which continued on for years to come.

Several other national medical trends were in evidence at Creighton. One 
medical historian notes that primary care services were deficient in the U.S. at the 
time.

One approach to the problem developed in the sixties was the idea 
of a new academic discipline, "family medicine". Family medicine 
grew out of general practice, dropping surgery and in some cases 
operative obstetrics to concentrate on providing medical care for 
adults and children. Family medicine also provides an identifiable 
academic discipline with which those thousands of general 
practitioners around the country who have been increasingly 
isolated by the increasing specialization and research orientation of 
most medical schools can identify.82

Family Practice Clinic on 13th Street.

In 1969, the year after the AM A approved establish
ment of the American Board of Family Practice, the 
School of Medicine established the Family Practice Divi
sion of the Department of Preventive Medicine, headed 
by Dr. Michael J. Flaller (M.D. 1961). In August 1970 an 
approved program began for training residents in family 
medicine. Also in August, a Family Practice Clinic was 
opened at 3374 South 13th Street, in South Omaha. The 
Clinic was staffed by interns and residents and served not 
only to help alleviate the shortage of primary care physi
cians but also as a developing ground for the new spe
cialty of Family Practice. The Division of Family Practice 
went on to become a Department in its own right in 1973.83

By 1970 about two-thirds of University medical schools had established one 
position which incorporated administration of all healing arts disciplines. In May 
of that year, the Creighton University Board of Directors created a comparable new 
position, that of Vice President for Health Sciences, and formed a search committee 
to fill it. The new Vice President was to be the chief administrative officer for 
Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Nursing, Radiologic Technology and Medical 
Technology. He would also represent Creighton with the seven affiliated hospitals 
that Creighton used for clinical training.

Dr. Robert P. Heaney (M.D. 1951), soon to become the first incumbent to the 
position in 1971, spoke of how his ideas on administrative organization helped 
shape the decision to create such a new position. This was an innovative time, and 
Dr. Heaney's view of the need for such a position was in the mainstream of medical 
education trends. At his father's urging, Dr. Heaney formalized his ideas in writing.
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In the absence of any other well-defined ideas, he feels that his suggestions filled a 
vacuum.84 The Board made the decision that another level of administration was 
indeed necessary, and created the new Vice Presidency. This was a move that was 
to cause much comment and controversy in the next decade, both due to the nature 
of the office itself and to personality issues.

Dr. Richard Booth. Dr. Vincent Runco.

What About a New Hospital?
From the mid-1960's onward, there 

was a need acknowledged by all that more 
modern physical facilities were needed for 
hospital teaching. St. Joseph's had kept 
pace with advances in technology and 
equipment. In fact, in 1961 when Drs. Rich
ard Booth and Vincent Runco founded the 
Creighton University Cardiac Center, the 
first of its type in the region, the hospital 
became an acknowledged leader in the area 
of Cardiology. During the first year of its 
operation, a cardiac catheterization labora
tory was opened and a cardiology fellow

ship program was established. In 1963 with funds from Omaha philanthropist and 
businessman Carl Renstrom and several other sources, a two-story wing, the Carl W. 
Renstrom Heart Research Unit, was added to St. Joseph's Hospital. In 1966 the 
Hospital opened its first intensive coronary care unit, and in 1967 a second unit was 
established to provide an intermediate level of coronary care. Patients here were 
monitored more closely than regular patients but were allowed to move around.85 
Yet the main building at the Hospital had opened in 1892 and was well over a half- 
century old. New facilities were badly needed.

There were, on the parts of campus administrators, medical administrators 
and community members of the Creighton University Board of Directors, differing 
viewpoints on the hospital issue. One group held the position that the University 
should help modernize, update and, if necessary, rebuild St. Joseph's, but that St. 
Joseph's should definitely be the main teaching hospital of the School of Medicine, 
in perpetuity. A second view held that what Creighton University needed was a 
new hospital, smaller than St. Joseph's and university-owned and controlled.

On April 22,1966, an agreement was signed which seemed to place the first 
group in ascendency. The agreement, between Creighton University President Rev. 
H.W. Linn and St. Joseph administrator, Sister M. Antonette, stated that "Creighton 
Memorial St. Joseph's Hospital will continue to be the School of Medicine's principal 
affiliated teaching hospital as long as the University engages in medical educa
tion."86 Yet Creighton did not entirely rule out the possibility of a new, university- 
owned teaching hospital as part of the inclusive Criss Medical Center, stating that 
"if Creighton did build a teaching hospital, it would not abandon its affiliation with 
St. Joseph's."87 At the same time, the Leo A. Daly Company of Omaha was hired by 
St. Joseph's to make a comprehensive study of the hospital's long-range future as a
teaching hospital.

This was in line with recollections by Dr. Egan. He remembers that in 1968, for 
the first time in its history, Creighton University had a majority of lay members on 
its Board of Directors, and these lay members were community leaders. They
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included presidents of banks, chairmen of boards and owners of businesses which 
were giants in the Omaha community.88 These community leaders perceived it in 
the best interest of all -  St. Joseph Hospital, Creighton University and Omaha -  to 
preserve and strengthen St. Joseph's Hospital, rather than to move into new territory 
with a university-based hospital.89

In 1969 several new developments oc
curred on the clinical scene. In February a five- 
year agreement was reached between the 
School of Medicine and Immanuel Hospital, 
by which some undergraduate and post-gradu
ate teaching in the Department of OB/GYN 
would be conducted at that facility. Immanuel 
is a Lutheran hospital, and this agreement was 
the first in the country between a Catholic 
medical school and a hospital affiliated with 
another faith. There had been an indication by 
St. Joseph's Hospital that its obstetrical floor 
would have to be either reduced or entirely 
eliminated. Therefore, negotiations that ulti
mately lasted a year and a half were conducted 
between Immanuel and OB / GYN Department <M.a 
Chairman Dr. Eugene Slowinski. By terms of 
the agreement, OB/GYN patients would be divided between St. Joseph's and 
Immanuel.90

By mid-1969 a consensus had been reached, in line with the Daly study, that 
St. Joseph Hospital would remain the teaching hospital for the Creighton School of 
Medicine; that it would be rebuilt at a new location, on or near the main campus; and 
that it would be enlarged in scope to a regional health care center. Influencing the 
choice of location were several factors. The Interstate Highway System put Creigh
ton at a highway hub for the entire region. There was an identified need for a 
teaching hospital to serve Northeast Omaha, including but not limited to, low- 
income areas of the city. The location also demonstrated a belief in the future of 
downtown Omaha. And finally, having all health science divisions of the University 
within easy access of one another would be very convenient for all involved.91

A regional health center was very expensive, and raising the necessary funds 
for such a project was a task of immense proportions. A major step forward was 
taken when a grant of $1,000,000 from the Eugene C. Eppley Foundation to 
Creighton University and Creighton Memorial St. Joseph's Hospital was announced 
in August 1969. It was awarded specifically "to assist and encourage the replace
ment of the present hospital with a new 500-bed regional teaching hospital and 
health care center."92 In accepting the award, then chairman of the Creighton Board 
of Directors A.F. Jacobson indicated that funding for the new facility would be a 
combination of federal matching grants, long-term loans and a new fund campaign.

A Bright Future
This new campaign, the Creighton Centennial Thrust, was announced in 

February 1970, and had as two of its Phase I goals a new teaching hospital, estimated 
at a cost of $35 million, and the new Criss III, estimated at $4.5 million. Other 
buildings planned for this stage included a new dental school, a professional office

of the 60's. Left to right: John Ferry (M.D. 1964); Phil Happe
54); Joe Jarzobski (M.D. 1965); and Mike Dunn (M.D. 1964). 
y Milton Rowley, M.D. 1964.)
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building, an apartment building to house interns, a parking ramp and an overhead 
mall or building spanning the interstate, connecting both segments of the Creighton 
University campus. The target completion date for all of Phase I was 1975.

Also announced in January 1970 was the first of three applications to the 
Department of HEW for federal grants. This first application was for $4 million to 
construct Criss III. The second grant was for a new dental building, (awarded in 
June, 1970 in the amount of $6,549,661). The third and largest would be for the new 
teaching hospital.

In June 1970, a Washington Post Service Report was published which indicated 
that 43 of the 107 medical schools in the nation were in grave financial danger. 
Creighton was one of these, according to the report, and it further stated that the 
Creighton School of Medicine was among several in danger of closing within three 
to five years.

The University flatly denied this allegation. A.F. Jacobson, President of the 
Board of Directors, stated to the Omaha World Herald:

Creighton's School of Medicine is in no danger of closing its 
doors.. . .

The facts are that our direct medical school expenses are less 
than the annual income, overall deficits are declining and the 
school is operating in an economically manageable range.93

He also cited unusually widespread community 
support for the University and the lay leadership of the 
Board of Directors, whose prominent community mem
bers were determined to ensure a bright future for the 
health sciences at Creighton University. Leo Daly, Board 
member and Chairman of the Centennial Thrust cam
paign, noted, "We are not concerned about closing. Our 
concern is for Creighton's future, which has never been 
brighter."94

The many exciting new developments making for 
such a bright future for the School of Medicine did indeed 
come about. These included construction of Criss III, a 
new St. Joseph's Hospital and a Bio-Information Center. 
But these developments would have to be played out 
under different leadership in the School of Medicine 

within the new decade of the 1970's. For in August 1970 Dr. Richard Egan was given 
the newly created position of Assistant to the President for Health Sciences, and a 
new Dean of the School of Medicine was named. He was the former Associate Dean, 
Dr. Joseph M. Holthaus (M.D. 1947). As with any major administrative personnel 
change, many factors influenced this one. It can be noted that Dr. Egan had views 
on the new hospital which did differ, in major respects, from those prevailing with 
University administrative and Board leadership. This was no doubt a deciding 
factor in Dr Egan's resignation and reassignment.

The fact that Dr. Egan's Deanship ended before all of the School of Medicine's 
goals for new facilities were achieved and before all of its financial difficulties could 
be ironed out should in no way obscure the achievements of his tenure. The School 
of Medicine had started the decade with antiquated cramped facilities, a small

Rev. Richard C. Harrington, S.J., Dean Richard Egan (M.D. 
1940) and Rev. Carl Reinert, S. J.
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faculty, less than full accreditation and few financial resources. It ended the 1960's 
quite differently. It now had two new buildings, a full-time faculty of moderate size 
which was being increased at a steady rate, and full, unconditional accreditation. It 
had many federal and private grants, bequests and gifts. It also had concrete plans 
for a new teaching hospital and the final Criss building to complete the triad, all of 
which were backed by strong community support and encouragement. And as if all 
of this weren't enough, the School had a student body whose quality had never been 
higher, and a teaching program, spirit and tradition second to none. The Creighton 
School of Medicine had indeed come a long way in a short time. Dr. Egan was and 
is to be commended.
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Into The Modern Age, 1970-1980

Joseph M. Holthaus (M.D. 1947), Dean 
1970-1980.

Architects of Progress
The story of the Creighton School of Medicine in the 1970's is a story of 

remarkable growth, in every sense of the word. This progress was given direction, 
shape and substance principally by the two men who held the University's top 
medical administrative posts. They served as architects of important changes which 
moved the School of Medicine into a thoroughly modern facility on the cutting edge 
of medical education.

The first of these men was Dr. Joseph Holthaus, 
appointed Dean of the School of Medicine on August 
19,1970. Dr. Holthaus has a long history at Creighton 
University. After taking his pre-med studies here, he 
entered the School of Medicine, graduating under the 
World War II accelerated Army program in 1947. 
Following his internship and two years in the mili
tary, he completed his Internal Medicine residency at 
the Omaha Veterans Hospital. He joined the faculty 
in 1951 as an Assistant in Medicine. In 1954 he 
became an Instructor in Medicine, in 1957 an Assis
tant Professor of Medicine, and in 1961 an Associate 
Professor of Medicine. He also served seven years as 
Chief of Medical Services at Veterans Hospital, then 
became Chief of Staff there in 1963. In September 
1965 Creighton University created the new position 

of Associate Dean of the School of Medicine, and Dr. Holthaus was the first 
incumbent. As Associate Dean, he worked closely with Dr. Egan, especially in the 
areas of curriculum and finance. Therefore, when appointed Dean he was well 
qualified to provide continuity and a stable transition period, while at the same time 
imparting his own brand of leadership and innovation.1

The second man whose appointment early in the decade was to have an impact 
on the development of the School of Medicine was Dr. Robert P. Heaney. In January 
1971, he was appointed Vice President for Health Sciences. As the first incumbent 
to this newly created position, he became the top 
administrator for all Health Science divisions of 
Creighton University, including Medicine, Pharmacy,
Dentistry and Nursing. An official Development Re
port of September 1971 noted that these areas of 
Health Sciences "have been traditionally and artifi
cially separated. Dr. Heaney sees his role as bringing 
about cooperation and joint planning among these 
disciplines."2 This was to be the cornerstone of Dr.
Heaney's position and therefore one of the major 
thrusts of policy at Creighton University during the 
1970's.

Dr. Heaney also has a long history at the Uni
versity. He received his pre-medical education at 
Creighton, graduating in 1947, with honors, after 
only three years. He earned his M.D. in 1951, ranking

Robert P. Heaney (M.D. 1951), Vice 
President for Health Sciences 1971- 
1984.
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first in his class. He served his internship and residency in Internal Medicine at St. 
Louis City Hospital, and received additional graduate training with the American 
Cancer Society in Oklahoma City, the Public Health Service and the National 
Institute of Arthritis and Metabolic Diseases in Bethesda, Maryland. Before return
ing to Creighton in 1957, he had academic experience at the University of Oklahoma 
School of Medicine and George Washington University. At Creighton, he was first 
an Assistant Professor of Medicine, then in 1960 became Associate Professor of 
Medicine and Acting Chairman of the Department. He was Chairman of the 
Department of Medicine from 1961-1969 and Head of the Section of Endocrinology 
and Metabolism from 1969-71 until his appointment as Vice President. Further
more, his research and prolific publication in the areas of calcium metabolism and 
osteoporosis brought him international recognition as an expert in these fields and 
a number of large research grants to Creighton, including, in 1969, a four-year grant 
in excess of $500,000 from the National Institute of Health to study arthritis and 
osteoporosis.3

Anti-War Years
Dr. Holthaus was appointed Dean in 1970 at the height of general student 

unrest which, in Omaha, came a bit later than in most parts of the country. Reaction 
against the draft and the unpopular Vietnam conflict stirred up various forms of 
protest in the college-age generation. At the Medical School, at the same time, there 
was faculty unrest because of disagreements about the future of Saint Joseph 
Hospital -  where it was to be built, the size, and so forth. Also, there were difficulties 
with approval of the grant application for Criss III, mostly because of the unrest on 
campus.

As he described it himself, Dr. Holthaus saw that one of his top responsibilities 
was to resolve, or ease, these issues with the students and faculty. His first move to 
accomplish this was to rewrite the Constitution of the School of Medicine, introduc
ing some democratic changes in the governing structure. The Executive Committee, 
which had always been the main governing committee of the School of Medicine, 
was reconstituted. Previously the Committee had consisted only of the Dean and the 
department chairmen. The new structure included the Dean, a select few of the 
chairmen, and additional persons elected by the faculty, drawn 50% from the full
time faculty and 50% from the contributed service members. In addition, the 
presidents of the sophomore and senior medical school classes were full voting 
members. A similar approach was taken with the Admissions Committee and the 
Educational Policy Committee. The new Constitution also instituted regular faculty 
meetings which had not been held prior to this time.

The result was a significant improvement in attitudes, and shortly thereafter 
the Criss III grant application was resubmitted and approved. The approval marked 
a turning point which led to further progress in the development of the Medical 
Center.

While the student unrest did not subside immediately, several important 
events took place which helped satisfy the expectations of students. The Hooding 
Ceremony was initiated for Medical School seniors, in which each graduate was 
presented with the Doctorate Hood in the presence of families and friends. Many 
students came to regard this as more important than the actual graduation cer
emony.
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The students were also encouraged to expand their modest Golden Apple 
Award Program to a more elaborate ceremony, recognizing more categories of 
awardees and the whole procedure given more attention and publicity. This gave 
the students an opportunity to have some influence over the type and quality of their 
education.

Somewhat later, Dr. Holthaus created the Medical 
Alumni Advisory Council, consisting of practicing Creigh
ton physician graduates from Omaha as well as from 
several parts of the country. Regular meetings were held 
and advice obtained from this group regarding several 
aspects of school operation, including curriculum, admis
sion procedures, recruitment, building plans, and other 
matters.

Dr. Holthaus also instituted a publication entitled 
"From the Dean's Desk/' an informal, newsy letter which 
was sent to all students and faculty, including full-time 
and contributing faculty. This served to make all con
cerned feel closer and better informed and proved the best 
antidote for negative rumors.

Soon the performance of the students began to 
improve, and as reported elsewhere, scores on the National Board Exams rated 
higher in national comparisons.

Because of a period of financial problems, the decision was made to greatly 
expand the faculty practice plan and to make it more flexible. As a result, the full
time faculty had an opportunity to generate revenues which would increase their 
take-home pay; but in addition it greatly expanded revenues that bolstered the 
budget to operate the School of Medicine. This source of income came to represent 
a large portion of the school's budget. It also provided for additions to the faculty, 
which was increased in size and quality during the decade of the 70's.

A small but interesting change in the student body came about when it became 
possible to admit students with advanced standing. The School of Medicine 
admitted 110 students into the freshman class, and if any student was dropped from 
a class after that, the empty seat could be filled with a transfer student, making it 
possible to graduate 110 students each year. This increased the output of physicians 
and responded to the perceived shortage of doctors.

All of these changes, along with the extensive building program which was 
soon under way, did much to improve the morale and the esprit de corps. It helped 
the morale of Joseph Holthaus as well. He reflected:

I was Dean during the "Golden Years." I made many trips to 
various Creighton alumni chapters around the country, and I 
sensed a feeling of great pride in our school. This was important 
because so many of our graduates came from elsewhere, and 
eventually practiced away from Omaha. These graduates have 
helped support our school generously and contributed greatly in 
many ways.4

Dr. Holthaus and Dr. Matthew Severin, Associate Dean for 
Student Affairs.
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Plans and More Plans
The decade of the 1970's began with important 

plans for the School of Medicine and, indeed, all of the 
Health Sciences. Most of these plans were realized, a few 
were not. These included Criss III to house the School of 
Pharmacy and provide additional space for the School of 
Medicine; a new regional teaching hospital and outpa
tient clinic; a new School of Dentistry; a medical/dental 
office building adjacent to the new hospital; a 70-unit 
apartment building, providing intern and resident hous
ing; and a Central Service Unit, to be constructed as a 
bridge over the Interstate and to contain parking facili
ties, a Health Sciences Library/Learning Resources Cen
ter, book store and food service, the whole of which would link the East and West 
segments of the Creighton campus.5 But that bridge element, which the Omaha World 
Herald labeled the "Trans-Freeway Campus", and the apartment building, were 
never realized.

The plans included a conceptual component as well as a physical one. In a 
departure from tradition, a total revamping of the curriculum was at the heart of a 
new approach. Dr. Heaney appointed a reform committee, charged with the task of 
designing a new curriculum for all the Health Schools by 1974. Possible results of 
the new curriculum were to be a "health team" approach to patient care, new and 
possibly shorter methods of training for health care professionals, new categories of 
professionals, trained specifically for one area of health care implementation, and 
integrated course work for all Health Sciences where practical. Also explored would 
be the feasibility of creating a Health Maintenance Organization (HMO) in conjunc
tion with and operated by the medical center.6

Implementation of the lofty plans hinged on the question of finances. Money, 
and a lot of it, was needed to transform the many plans and dreams from paper to 
reality. How was the School of Medicine, itself experiencing operational deficien
cies, to amass the amount of "big money" needed?

The Creighton Centennial Thrust development plan had earmarked a portion 
of its Phase I funds for partial financing of Criss III, a new Dental School and a new 
teaching hospital. A later addition to the hospital plans was the Health Professional 
Office Building. The Centennial Thrust provided seed money but was a long way 
from total financing. The rest of the money was to be pieced together from various 
loans and grants, primarily from federal sources.

As the decade progressed, plans formed and reformed, figures were juggled, 
changes were made, priorities were shuffled. When the smoke cleared and all was 
done in the 70's, there was no intern/residents' apartment building, nor was there 
an Interstate-spanning service facility with library and parking ramp. (The latter 
was discarded when the cost of the technology needed to build above a six-lane 
highway proved prohibitive.)

What did develop, however, was still impressive. Criss III was realized, as was 
the new St. Joseph's Hospital with the Health Professions Office Building adjacent. 
Likewise, the Dr. Harry N. and Maude Boyne Dental School became reality. Instead 
of an Interstate-spanning Library, a Bio-Information Building was constructed 
northeast of the Hospital next to the Dental School. The Boys Town Institute for 
Communications Disorders in Children was built south of the Hospital and inte
grated with it -  a kind of bonus for Creighton and the hospital.

Early ideas for an Interstate-spanning campus.
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Each of these buildings deserves special attention, as each is a valuable 
segment of the Creighton medical community, and the development of each will be 
dealt with separately. But it should be remembered that many of these events were 
taking place concurrently, and it was this almost constant state of innovation and 
expansion that made events at the School of Medicine during the 1970's so exciting!

Dental Building
Peripheral to the School of Medicine but cer

tainly a part of the total concept was the construc
tion of the Dr. Harry N. and Maude Boyne School of 
Dentistry at 29th & Webster Streets. Two-thirds of 
the total cost of $10.3 million was supplied by a 
federal grant, and the rest provided by the Boynes 
and the Creighton University Centennial Thrust 
campaign. The building was ready for occupancy 
June 1,1973, and is located across the Interstate west 
of the main campus and north of where the new St. 
Joseph's Hospital was to be constructed. It was 
eventually connected to the New Bio-Information 
Building, which was built later to the east of it. The 
Dental School has 150,000 square feet on three floors 

(compared to 40,000 square feet in the old dental building). It features a $400,000 
closed-circuit television system, complete with an in-house studio, a 23-chair 
pedodontics clinic (expanded from 6) and a 129 honeycomb unit dental clinic.7

Criss III. . .  Finally
Criss III was a long time in 

coming. Under discussion since the 
mid-1960's, this building was to 
house the School of Pharmacy as 
well as to provide expansion for the 
School of Medicine. Initially the lo
cation was designed to include the 
Health Sciences Library, but the pro
posed library site was switched first 
to an overhead facility spanning the 
Interstate and finally, when that 
proved too expensive, to a new Bio- 
Information Center.

Federal approval of grants from the Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare came June 14,1971, in the amount of $4,873,117. A University Development 
Report in September 1971 indicated that HEW was curtailing grants to Pharmacy 
Schools at the time except where innovative new directions in education could be 
documented. The Report concluded that due to the imaginative team effort exhibited 
by the Schools of Pharmacy and Medicine (and in line with Dr. Heaney's ideal of a 
health care team approach), HEW support was gained.8 However, Congress had not 
yet appropriated funds to HEW for such programs, so although approval was 
obtained, there was still a wait for the actual money in hand to start the project.

The Dr. Harry N. and Maude Boyne School of Dentistry. Dr. Boyne 
was a 1913 graduate of the Creighton Dental School and a 1932 
medical graduate.
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The Stadium. At the far end of the field is where the Criss 
Buildings are now located.

Early in September 1972 substance was given to Criss III plans when HEW 
actually awarded a $5.87 million grant for construction.9 (Inflation had increased the 
amount both of the grant and of total estimated construction costs.) Detailed 
architectural drawings were completed so that contractors could submit bids, which 
in turn had to have government approval. A pleasant surprise was that total bids 
came in at about $1 million below the estimated cost.10 Finally, ground breaking was 
held October 18,1973, in a special ceremony attended by city and state officials. A 
special presentation was made to Mrs. Mabel Criss, one 
of the philanthropist couple for whom the medical com
plex was named. The building cost was set at approxi
mately $6.5 million, and occupancy was scheduled for 
August 1975.

Again, Criss III had some problems in coming to 
fruition. Construction and occupancy were held up at 
various points, by a small fire in February 1974, a cement- 
finishers strike the summer of 1974, difficulty in obtain
ing some building materials, and a delay in the shipping 
of some needed equipment. At long last in March 1976 
the building was ready for occupancy.

Criss III was constructed of buff brick, matching the 
material and style of Criss I and II, and connected with the 
latter on its east end. It was built on land formerly used
for the old Creighton University football stadium, and in more recent times for 
parking. It consists of six floors and contains 117,000 square feet. Special features 
include the following: five large multi-purpose laboratories, accommodating as 
many as 110 students for the same lab course in a single section, for use by both

Medical and Pharmacy students; two large 
lecture halls, each seating up to 255 persons, 
equipped for TV viewing; an animal quaran
tine unit within the sixth floor animal care 
unit; a lounge for students; an office suite for 
the Medical Admissions Program; a Phar
macy dispensing laboratory; administrative 
offices for the Vice President of Health Sci
ences; and office space for both Medical and 
Pharmacy faculty.11

Completion of this building meant that 
for the first time the School of Pharmacy 
would be under one roof, with space specifi
cally designed to support their new modular 
curriculum. Further it meant that the School 
of Medicine could expand its operations and 
increase enrollment, a goal common to all 
medical schools in the 1970's. Later, in 1977 
the College of Nursing (which became the 
School of Nursing in 1978) would relocate to 
Criss II. Therefore the Vice President of 
Health Sciences, along with the School of 

The Beirne Lecture Hall in Criss III. Pharmacy and segments of the Schools of

Dedication of Beirne Lecture Hall in Criss III. Left 
to right: Gilbert Beirne (M.D. 1945); Clinton 
Beirne (M.D. 1948) and Mrs. Beirne.
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Nursing and Medicine, are all located in Criss II and III. This helped to give tangible 
form to Dr. Heaney's ideal of an integrated, team approach to health education. 

An interesting link with the past was preserved in Criss III. The cornerstone 
and capstone from the original School of Medicine on 14th 
& Davenport were saved when the buildings were demol
ished. They were then incorporated into the structure of 
the north wall of the entrance to Criss III. As John B. 
Hermann, Assistant to the Medical Dean, noted at the 
time, "The stones preserve a symbolic link between the 
old and the new medical schools."12

The Building of a Giant
The biggest building project affecting the School of 

Medicine during the 1970's was the construction of the 
new St. Joseph Hospital. A first step was taken in May 
1971 when a non-profit corporation, the Regional Health 

Care Corporation, was legally established. This organization, made up of nine 
board members, all community business leaders, was to be responsible for construc
tion and operation plans of the new hospital.13

Early 1972 was a time of investigative planning -  attempting to determine 
specifics such as need, priorities and financing. Physicians on the hospital staff were 
queried concerning needed physical facilities. The School of Medicine Departments 
were surveyed about teaching needs as they would relate to the new structure and 
to their respective departments. The Health Planning Council of the Midlands 
began assessing community requirements vis-a-vis a new facility. The Comprehen
sive Health Association of Omaha was consulted in regard to health needs of North 
Omaha, which it represented. Finally, an accounting firm was hired to establish the 
economic feasibility of the plans.14 A steering committee was organized to synthe
size all of these factors into a cohesive plan for the new hospital. Creighton 
University was represented by Drs. Heaney and Dr. Holthaus. Representation for 
St. Joseph Hospital included Thomas L. Flickinger, hospital Executive Director, Dr. 
Richard W. Booth, Director of Medical Services and Dr. Eeo T. Heywood, St. Joseph 
Chief of Staff.15

In June 1972, with initial project cost estimated at $40 million, an application 
was made for federal funds. This was revised to a cost estimate of over $54 million 
by the end of June. The appropriation for federal money was then submitted to the 
Metropolitan Area Planning Agency Board, one of the planning agencies assigned 
to review projects seeking federal funds. It sought $5,584,000 in federal grants and 
a federal guarantee of $35 million in loans. This was to be matched by $13,697,000 
in locally-raised funds.16

At this stage, plans called for 330 acute-care beds, 40 short-stay beds and 60 
psychiatric beds, for a total of430 beds. An outpatient clinic, replacing the Creighton 
Clinic then located in the former St. Catherine's Nurses' Residence, and a physi
cians' office building also were integrated into the plan, for a grand total of 500,000 
square feet. All of this was to be on a 15 acre tract of land west of the Creighton 
campus, across the Interstate. Plans still called for an overhead parking structure, 
linking the main campus and the hospital.

In July 1972 the Metropolitan Area Planning Agency (MAPA) gave favorable 
review to the hospital plans. This led to the HEW award in early September of a $5.47
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million grant and a federal guarantee of $22 million in private loans. This meant that 
loans were to be received from private lenders, but the government guaranteed the 
payment of these loans and paid all interest costs over 3%.17 (This award was 
concurrent with the HEW grant for Criss III.) It was said unofficially at the time that 
there was a total of $90 million in outright federal funds available for such purposes 
and over $900 million in applications. Between the hospital and Criss III grants, 
Creighton alone received more than $10 million of these funds.18

On December 29,1972 a fortunate bestowal was indirectly a great benefit for 
Creighton University. The Sisters of St. Francis of Colorado Springs transferred 
ownership of St. Joseph Hospital to a non-profit lay corporation, the Creighton 
Omaha Regional Health Care Corporation, effective January 1, 1973. (This group 
had been formed as the Regional Health Care Corporation the previous year. The 
words "Creighton" and "Omaha" were added to the corporate name at the same 
time the ownership transfer was made.) The agreement called for all assets and 
liabilities of the hospital to be transferred to the corporation. Listed were assets of 
approximately $11.8 million and liabilities of approximately $4.2 million. The 
difference, about $7.5 million, was paid by the corporation to the Sisters, who in turn 
put that amount into an endowment fund for the proposed new medical center. This 
was to be used, at the discretion of the Sisters, for education, research, and financial 
aid to patients.

After careful consideration, the Sisters had come to the conclusion that 
successful implementation of plans for hospital progress required a much broader 
base of resources than they alone could amass. And as Dr. Richard Booth, Medical 
Director at the time, noted, there were simply not enough nuns left to run a 
hospital!19

Assurances were given that, despite the sale, the hospital would continue in 
the Catholic tradition and that "the future development of the Creighton Omaha 
Regional Health Care Corporation will reflect a continuation of the Sisters' dedi
cated efforts to meet the needs of the community."20 The fact still remained that 
never again would St. Joseph's be exactly the same. A bright future beckoned and 
St. Joseph Hospital had taken its first step away from the past and into that future.

Detailed architectural planning began at an accelerated rate due to an HEW 
speedup on deadlines. By December 1973 the estimated cost of the project had 
jumped to $63 million for a 373-bed facility. Financing plans were firmed up. Fifty 
million dollars in federally insured mortgage loans were sought and received in 
March 1974. At the time, this was the largest single mortgage ever insured by the 
FHA.21 The financing package was put together by Lomas and Nettleton Co., and 
included these 25-year loans with an effective rate of 8.11%, after subtracting an 
$11.4 million federal loan subsidy. This was below the rate paid by money 
institutions, but still not as low as desired. However, if the planners had waited for 
a better loan rate, they would have lost their $5.4 million grant and the federal loan 
subsidy. Furthermore, it was estimated at the time that inflation was increasing 
construction costs by as much as $600,000 per month!22

The final financing package included the $50 million FHA-backed loans; the 
$5.4 million federal grant; and private gifts from the Centennial Thrust, the Eppley 
Foundation, and others. Loans were to be repaid from charges to patients, parking 
fees, office rentals and rent paid by Creighton University for educational space in the 
hospital.23
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The Creighton Omaha Regional Health Care 
Corporation decided the right time had come. The 
financing package was accepted, bids were let and 
on July 17,1974, ground was broken for the largest 
private construction project in the history of the 
state of Nebraska. The ground breaking ceremony 
took place in 103-degree weather, with H.E.W.
Secretary Caspar W. Weinberger assisting Mrs.
Mabel Criss. James B. Moore, Director and Trustee 
of both Creighton University and the Health Care 
Corporation, was honored for his role in bringing 
the hospital plans to fruition. The Secretary of 
HEW spoke words of praise for the Creighton 
endeavor:

This hospital and health care center, 
the largest such undertaking in the 
history of the great state of Nebraska, 
is going to be a humanitarian landmark -  not only for Creighton, 
not only for Omaha and Nebraska, but for the entire middle west.
. . . Because of your efforts and perseverance, thousands and 
thousands of people in need will be helped -  and thousands of 
others will learn, in the finest of traditions, how to minister to the 
sick with a commitment of true charity. You are engaged in no finer 
work -  and you are doing that work exceedingly well.24

Construction on the massive project began in ear
nest. As of groundbreaking, the plans for a parking 
structure spanning the Interstate were put on hold until 
further financing could be found. A January 1975 an
nouncement of the Phase II Centennial Thrust goals listed 
a 2,000-car, $9 million parking facility spanning the North 
Freeway, and linking Creighton's central and west cam
puses. This goal was never realized. Instead, parking was 
provided in a 600-car structure to the north of the Hospi
tal, a 400-space lot for employees on the south, and 
underground parking for physicians. The anticipated 
opening for the Creighton Omaha Medical Center, as it 
was then being called in the media, was February 1978. 

Construction actually proceeded ahead of sched
ule. The new hospital was officially opened December 11, 1977, with a snip of 
surgical scissors. Most equipment was then moved, during the next five days, from 
the old facility to the new. The following Saturday, December 17,1977, patients were 
transferred to the new facility. It was a massive undertaking, and required help from 
the U.S. Army Reserves, the Air Force Reserves, the Bellevue Rescue Squad Ambu
lance and the University of Nebraska Medical Center Mobile Intensive Care Unit.

All of the preparations paid off, and the move went smoothly. Patients were 
driven to an underground garage, where they were moved quickly to their new 
rooms and met by waiting staff members. Things went so smoothly that about 
midway through the transfer, a rescue squad call came in to the new Emergency

Hospital under construction.

Hospital ground breaking, July 17,1974. 
On left is HEW Secretary Casper 
Weinberger with Mrs. Mabel Criss.
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New Kid on the Block
What was all the hoopla about? What was so special about this new hospital? 

Here are the facts:
The new St. Joseph's Hospital was located at 601 North 30 Street. Its architect 

was Leo A. Daly, its contractor Peter Kiewit. It was a six-level structure, the second 
largest structure under one roof in Nebraska at the time, whose construction 
averaged a daily work force of 279 persons. Its staff numbered over 1,500 at the time. 
Integrated with it was the Health Professions Office Building, 130,000 square feet 
and also six stories. Together these two connected facilities totalled about 750,000 
gross square feet and were constructed at a cost estimated to be about $75 million.

Room. Could they handle a shooting vic
tim, seriously hurt? Yes, they could. A 
surgeon was ready and waiting and 
handled the first ER case in the midst of 
the ongoing move.

By late that afternoon, only a hand
ful of critically ill who could not be moved 
safely, and the Our Lady of Victory psy
chiatric unit remained at the massive old 
"St Joe's" on 10th Street. The block-long, 
shadowy corridors were strangely quiet, 
the rooms nearly empty. Time had 
marched on, leaving the old St. Joe's to 
become a memory. Progress brought joy 
and satisfaction but with a hint of nostal
gic sadness at what was left behind.25

One year later to the day, December 
17, 1978, the new hospital was formally 
dedicated. Guest speaker was Represen
tative A1 Ullman, Chairman of the Ways 
and Means Committee of the U.S. House 

Health Professions Building nears completion. 0f Representatives, who received a Dis
tinguished Citizen Citation from Creigh
ton University. Speaking at the ceremony 
was Rev. Matthew E. Creighton, Presi
dent of Creighton University, who noted 
with pride the long association between 
the School of Medicine and St. Joseph 
Hospital. Other speakers included Ne
braska Senator Edward Zorinsky; Ne
braska Congressman John Cavanaugh; 
John Gaffney, Executive Vice President of 
St. Joseph's Hospital; James Ensign, Presi- 

interior construction. dent and CEO of the Creighton Omaha
Regional Health Care Corporation; and 

Dr. N. Patrick Kenney (M.D. 1956), President of the Medical Staff at St. Joseph. 
Included in the festivities were a Mass and processional blessing by Archbishop 
Daniel Sheehan of Omaha, televised to hospital patients.26
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Hospital floor plans.

The hospital was planned for efficiency and logical inte
gration of functions. The lower level housed a physicians' 
parking garage in addition to the ancillary service functions: 
supply and storeroom, housekeeping, maintenance, shops and 
kitchen.

The lobby level provided services primarily for public 
and employee access, such as personnel, admissions, phar
macy, gift shop, cafeteria, medical records and therapy services 
(occupational, physical and radiation). Executive administra
tive offices were also at this level, which was likened to a 
winding shopping mall.

The next level up was the Life Support floor, which 
consolidated all emergency and intensive care services into one 
level. Included were the Emergency Room, surgical suites, 
Recovery, Radiology, Intensive Care and Coronary Care units, 
Renal Dialysis, Labor and Delivery, Catherization Laboratory 
and short-stay Surgi-Center. (The latter was a fairly new con
cept at the time, but its inclusion has proven itself to have been 
insightful, in this day of insurance limitations, HMO's and 
DRG's.) All of these were arranged within easy access to one 
another for maximum time usage in time-critical emergency 
situations, and were planned with optimal flexibility.

An emergency ramp was provided so that ambulances 
could discharge their patients directly into the Emergency Room. From there, the 
patient could be transported easily to the appropriate area: emergency surgery, the 
major surgical suite, Intensive Care, Coronary Care, etc. All needed emergency 
backup services (Radiology, Pharmacy, etc) were directly at hand.

Amplifying this concept and technologically updating it was the institution of 
"Life Flight" in June 1979. This program consisted of a helicopter on call twenty-four 
hours a day, to transport criti- 
cally-ill and injured patients 
back to St. Joseph. Patients 
within a 200-mile radius could 
be brought to the helipad only 
100 feet from the Emergency 
entrance on the Life Support 
level at the new hospital. The 
original helicopter crew, all 
specially trained, consisted of 
a registered nurse, pilot, phy
sician (if needed) and a full
time mechanic. At the time, St.
Joseph was only the ninth in 
the nation to start such a pro
gram and the first in Nebraska
with helicopter service. Through October 1980, St. Joseph had received 583 requests 
for Life Flight and had transported 475 patients.27 At the present time, Life Flight 
transports over 500 patients annually.

First touchdown of Life Flight.
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The pod design for patients' rooms.

The next two floors of the hospital 
were designed to hold patient beds, of 
which there were 403. There were no 
more long, dark hallways. These floors 
were designed to utilize space efficiently 
and to keep nurses closer and more quickly 
responsive to their charges. A "pod" or 
"cartwheel" design was used, in which a 
nurses' station at the hub was surrounded 
by twenty private rooms, four semi-pri
vate rooms and a two-room suite. With 
this design, it was estimated that 75% of 

the rooms were within twenty feet of the nurses' station. All patient rooms have a 
view of the outdoors, either of the Omaha skyline or one of six open-air courtyards. 
These were constructed between the nursing pods, four stories up, and planted with 
trees and shrubs so as to be almost miniparks. They can be reached by way of patient 
lounge areas on the fourth floor so that ambulatory patients can enjoy fresh air.

The communication system of the new hospital was unique. First, to eliminate 
distracting noise, a "quiet" system of paging was established. Rather than loud
speaker oral paging of personnel, a closed-circuit TV system, much like that at 
airports, was used to indicate a call. An emergency is indicated by a flashing name.

Furthermore, patient communication was facilitated by a centralized comput
erized system. If a patient had a question or problem, upon the push of a button, a 
central operator was reached. The operator had electronic information on the status 
of the patient (previously entered by the floor nurse) and the locations of the three 
nursing care staff nearest the patient. The operator could then handle some 
situations himself, based on information he had available, or could send the nearest 
appropriate person to the patient's aid, as necessary.

Patient comfort was a high priority. Every patient had been given immediate 
access to a color TV, offering a full range of entertainment and medical education 
channels. Using a new food system of flash freezing and microwave ovens in galleys 
between patient pods, patients had a much wider range of menu selection and meal
time flexibility than had been true previously. Furthermore, every room was 
designed with its own bathroom, a convenience almost 80% of rooms at the old St. 
Joe's did not have.

Another innovative method of patient care included 
in the new hospital was Intermediate Care. One pod of 
the hospital has been devoted to this level of care, and 
provides the link between twenty-four-hour Intensive 
Care, and that provided in a regular nursing unit.

Another link with the past was retained in the 
Union Pacific section, an entire pod devoted to the needs 
of Union Pacific Railroad employees. The U.P. estab
lished connections with St. Joseph at its very inception, 
and had, as of 1929, opened an entire wing within the 
hospital. This Union Pacific Pod was a continuation of
this earliest tie. The Union Pacific Ward.
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The Health Professions Building, occupying six floors on the west side of the 
Hospital and physically linked to it, provided office facilities for about 100 full-time 
and contributed services faculty members of the Creighton Health Sciences Schools. 
Efforts were made to correlate outpatient areas in this building with inpatient areas 
of the hospital. For example, surgeons' offices in the Health Professions Building 
were to be on the same level as surgical inpatients' rooms in the hospital. In this way, 
physicians could make most efficient use of their time in moving about. Offices were 
only thirty yards from patient floors of the new hospital. There was also a physical 
link to the new Boys Town Institute from both the hospital and the office building.

The potential of the new hospital as a teaching setting for the School of 
Medicine was tremendous. By design and location, the new hospital complex put 
in close proximity of one another not only patients, physicians and medical students 
but also the Dental, Nursing and Pharmacy students and professionals. This helped 
to facilitate the team approach to care and education, popular at the time and dear 
to Dr. Heaney's heart.

Nursing hubs within each pod in the hospital now contain not only physician 
dictation areas and charting space, but also glass-walled conference rooms for small 
group instruction. Other conference rooms are scattered through the hospital, at 
least one between each of the patient pods.

The outpatient examination areas of the hospital replaced Clinic facilities, 
which had been temporarily transferred to the converted School of Nursing Build
ing on the old St. Joseph grounds from the St. Catherine nursing facilities on 9th & 
Forest Avenue. The Clinic facilities in the School of Nursing Building had contained 
about 40,000 square feet. The new hospital areas contained 70,000 square feet. The 
number of patient examination rooms was increased from 52 to 90. There were four 
research labs included within the new building relating to Internal Medicine, 
Surgery, Pediatrics and Obstetrics. The only lab at the old facility had been a small 
obstetrics lab. New Departments of Orthopedics, Oncology and Ophthalmology 
were added at the new location. Faculty offices directly adjacent to clinical areas 
gave students direct, immediate access to staff expertise when questions arose.

Furthermore, new teaching tools such as video cassettes and closed-circuit TV 
were more accessible and more likely to be used within the education complex at the 
new hospital. A dozen well-equipped classrooms were included in the hospital 
plan, with seating for up to 80 persons. (The old hospital had just four classrooms.) 
In addition, the regional aspect of the hospital insured that the students gained 
exposure to a greater number and variety of cases.

All in all, the new St. Joseph Hospital gives Creighton physicians of the future 
a much better clinical experience than did the old facility. It enables them to be 
involved in total patient care in a technologically advanced setting. It optimizes time 
usage for all involved by its physical proximity to the other Health Science schools, 
the Boys Town Institute, the Health Professions Building and the Bio-Information 
Center.28

Some interesting statistics were published at the time of the construction that 
help one appreciate the enormous size of the hospital/office building project. They 
include the following:

-  If placed on one level, the hospital/office building would cover 
more than 780,000 square feet.

-  The 600 square feet of metal decking in the construction would 
cover 158 basketball courts.
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-  The buildings contained one million jumbo-face bricks which 
would reach from Omaha to Lincoln and back if placed end to 
end.

-  The new hospital had 2,426 rooms, 471 bathrooms, 900 sinks, 53 
electric water coolers and 291 bathtubs.

-  The buildings contained 29,000 cubic yards of concrete.
4,143 Ready-Mix trucks would be needed to carry this amount 
all at once, and put end to end, the trucks would stretch 23 miles.

-  4,356 fluorescent light fixtures and 2,878 
incandescent light fixtures were installed in the buildings.

-  264 miles of electrical wire was used in the buildings.
-  83,000 high-strength bolts were used in construction.
-  The buildings contained 30,000 square yards of carpet, enough 

to fully carpet 135 houses of 2,000 square feet each.29

A Nice Surprise
In June 1972 came an announcement that was a complete surprise 

to most in the Omaha medical community. Two months earlier in May 
1972, The Sun Newspapers of Omaha disclosed that Omaha-based Boys 
Town had a net worth of at least $209 million. There followed consid
eration by Boys Town of new areas of spending in the community 
service of youth. Now on June 13 came an announcement that Boys 
Town would build and operate a $30 million Institute for the Study and 
Treatment of Hearing and Speech Disorders in Children. The Institute 
would have medical facilities on the Creighton campus and educa
tional/residential facilities on the Boys Town campus. Named as 
Director of the Institute was Dr. Patrick Brookhouser, who had received 
a B.S. from Creighton University in 1962 and an M.D.in 1966 from Johns 
Hopkins Medical School.

Initially, there were many concerns raised. The Health Planning 
Council of the Midlands had not been consulted prior to the public 
announcement of the Institute. There was thought of possible duplica
tion of services within the Omaha area, and questions were also raised 
as to why the Creighton-Nebraska University Health Foundation had 
not been involved in coordination efforts. Some questioned the legality 
of Boys Town putting funds into a new field. And the nature of the 
Institute's relationship to Creighton University was at issue.30

Gradually these concerns were quelled. The Boys Town Institute 
made it clear that it intended to work with other facilities in the area and that its scope 
would be on the national level. In addition to research, it would provide diagnostic, 
medical and educational services, without cost if a family's financial situation 
justified it. Boys Town lawyers were satisfied that legally such a spending project 
was well within the powers of their Board of Directors. There would be a sharing 
of some facilities with the proposed new St. Joseph Hospital, to which it would be 
connected on all floors. And although the Boys Town Institute and Creighton 
University would remain separate entities, there would be interlocking staffing. Dr. 
Brookhouser, as Director of the Boys Town Institute, would be appointed Chairman 
of the School of Medicine's Department of Otolaryngology, and all Boys Town 
Institute staff physicians would also have faculty positions at Creighton.

Signing the final beam for the Boys Town 
Institute (now known as the Boys Town 
National Research Hospital.) Left to right: 
Dr. Richard Booth; Robert Heaney, Vice 
President for Health Sciences; Dr. Patrick 
Brookhauser; Father Hupp, Boys Town 
Director; Dean Jospeh Holthaus; and 
student.
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The current Boys Town National Research Hospital. 
(Boys Town Photo.)

Dedication ceremony. Statue unveiled at 
Boys Town Institute. (From the Hall of 
History Collection, Father Flanagan's Boys' 
Home, Boys Town, Nebraska.)

Financing by Boys Town was extremely advantageous -  
about $10 million was set aside for construction of the facility, 
and the remaining $20 million was used as an endowment. This 
provided security to professional personnel and seed money to 
attract further research funding. It also enabled the facility to 
offer free care to those in need of it.

With these issues resolved, and with the coordination 
efforts of Dr. T.T. Smith (M.D. 1933 and then chairman of the 
Creighton Department of Otolaryngology), ground was bro
ken for the Boys 
Town Institute in 
August 1974, just 
south of the proposed 

new hospital complex. Meanwhile, lim
ited operations were begun at an interim 
clinic located in the old St. Joseph's Hospi
tal on 10th Street. In July 1975 Creighton 
University established the Father Edward 
J. Flanagan Chair of Otolaryngology in 
the School of Medicine to recognize and
honor the Boys Town contributions in Aerial view of St. Joseph Hospital and Boys Town

that area. The first incumbent to the Chair N“ °”aI Research Hospi,al iBoys T" “  pho,° ’ 
was Dr. Patrick Brookhouser.

The final name adopted for the facility was the Boys Town 
Institute for Communication Disorders in Children, known to insid
ers as "BTI." The official opening took place in September 1977 
although the building had been functionally occupied since May of 
that year. It became fully operational in December 1977 when the 
new St. Joseph Hospital opened next door. The Institute was for
mally dedicated October 5,1978, at a ceremony attended by Eunice 
Kennedy Shriver and TV personality Phil Donahue, among others. 
Citations were given to Dr. John Bordley of Johns Hopkins Univer
sity and Dr. T.T. Smith, for their parts in planning the Institute with 
Dr. Brookhouser.

As opened, the Boys Town Institute (the name was officially 
changed to the Boys Town National Research Hospital in 1989) 
contained 150,000 square feet and was organized into five divisions: 
Medical Surgical Services; Audiology/Speech Pathology; Language 
and Learning Center; Human Communications Research Laborato
ries; and Administration and Support Services Division. The build
ing was designed to stimulate the senses of the hearing impaired 
child and to enable him to interact with his environment, helping him 
eventually to become fully integrated into society. The fact that such 
a variety of professionals were brought together under one roof 

enables the Institute to deal effectively with children having a multiplicity of 
problems.

Highlights of the building include a spectacularly colorful playroom; glass 
walls and "kiddie cutouts" everywhere, enabling hearing-impaired children to 
observe activities they could not hear; sixty-six "bubble windows" on patient floors,
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Interesting architecture for children. Boys Town 
National Research Hospitalplayroom. (From the 
Hall of History Collection, Father Flanagan's Boys' 
Home, Boys Town, Nebraska.)

Fun learning for kids. Children can look out the 
windows. (Boys Town Photo.)

which allow a child to crawl inside and become part of the 
outside world, though still indoors; (These were nick
named "wombdows" by some wag.) a thirty-bed medi
cal/ surgical unit; a twelve-bed diagnostic unit; fold-out 
beds in all patient rooms to allow parents to stay with 
their children; a one-story Language/Learning Center to 
educate parents and teachers, as well as children, in 
therapeutic methods; a full floor of research laboratories; 
and family living units for cases in which longer-term 
residence is desirable.31 In more recent years a Ronald 
McDonald House (sponsored by the McDonald fast food 
corporation) has been addded, as an accommodation for 
parents whose child has been hospitalized.

Ronald himself at the new Ronald McDonald House. (Boys 
Town Photo.)

Dr. Brookhouser and Rev. Val Peter celebrate Christmas with 
the children. (Boys Town Photo.)

The Boys Town Institute has 
educational programs involving 
medical and other Health Science 
students, not only from Creighton 
but also from the University of Ne
braska. As such, it became one more 
link in the ever-improving chain of 
medical education at the Creighton 
School of Medicine during the 1970's. 
It also favored the increasing coop
eration between the two medical 
schools in Omaha.

The Last Piece of the Construction Puzzle -  the Bio What?
The development of one more physical facility, the Bio-Information Center, 

occurred during the 1970's, providing a finishing element to the Health Science 
complex. The Health Sciences Library was intertwined with the Bio-Information 
Center, of which it became a part. Several important events occurred prior to the 
construction of the new building.

In September 1971 the 6,000 volumes of the Dental Library were integrated into 
the Medical/Pharmacy Library, another step toward a consolidated Health Sciences

202



Chapter XI

Library.32 In April 1972 a two-year $79,000 grant was received from the National 
Library of Medicine to establish a multi-media Learning Resource Center as part of 
the Health Sciences Library. These funds allowed the purchase of audio-video 
equipment and materials for self-instruction, not only for medical students but also 
for those in Dentistry, Pharmacy and Nursing. It also enabled the hiring of 
additional personnel so that the new Center could remain open extended hours.33

Leon G. "Benny" Benschoter was appointed Director of the newly created 
Department of Biomedical Communications Services, effective September 17,1973. 
His appointment was a significant step in consolidating functionally-related duties 
encompassing all Health Science areas, which had been fragmented up to this time, 
and in centering responsibility for these activities with one person. (It was fortuitous 
that his wife, Reba Benschoter, holds a similar position at the University of Nebraska 
Medical Center.) These areas of Health Science functions included use of closed- 
circuit television educational systems, audio-visual teaching aids and multi-media 
teaching presentations, development of production facilities, researching new 
biomedical communications techniques and systems, and further developing the 
Learning Research Center for Health Science students. At the time of this appoint
ment, the Department had television and videotaping capabilities, graphic artists, 
and a medical photography unit.

In April 1974 Creighton University made formal application to the federal 
government for a $3.2 million grant to build a Health Sciences Library/Resource 
Center, whose estimated cost was $4 million.34 This grant was awarded, and as Dr. 
Raymond W. Shaddy, Associate Vice-President for Health Sciences, pointed out, the 
funding, amounting to 80% of estimated cost, was the highest percentage ever 
awarded for a building at Creighton. This indicated, he said, the importance 
attached by federal officials to the new building's function.35

Dr. Heaney noted that a considerable risk was taken 
in not providing for any permanent library space in any of 
the other new Health Science facilities. If funding had not 
been achieved for this new structure, Creighton certainly 
would have faced a crisis in managing its Health Science 
library holdings.36 As it was, the calculated gamble paid 
off. Innovative design plans were finalized for the build
ing, to be located on a wedge of land just east of the new 
Dental School, west of the Interstate and north of the 
projected hospital. On October 25,1975, ground breaking 
ceremonies were held for the Health Sciences Library/ 
Learning Resources Center. Mrs. Mabel L. Criss took part 
in this, her sixth such Creighton ceremony, along with 
Creighton President Rev. Joseph Labaj, representatives of 

the Board of Directors, and the Deans of Medicine, Pharmacy, Nursing and Den
tistry.

By May 1977 the new building was complete enough to allow transfer of the 
Health Sciences Library following graduation. The library by this time contained 
over 55,000 volumes and subscribed to almost 1,200 journals. The transfer took 
about one week, leaving old library facilities in Criss II to be renovated for offices and 
conference spaces for the College of Nursing.

The new Bio-Information Center was and is unusual. Its design was award
winning. The Central States Region of the American Institute of Architects be

Ground breaking for the Bio-Information Building.
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stowed its 1977 Award of Merit on Leo A. Daly, who did the 
architectural work, calling the Bio-Information Center " a 
solution responsive to human scale. [It] . . .  is a sensitive and 
direct solution to a difficult site, executed with skillful massing, 
careful attention to materials and detailing."37

The two-story, 57,842-square-foot building was built on 
columns above a fifty-car parking garage. It houses three 
separate but related entities. The first level is the Health 
Sciences Library, with a capacity of 90,000 bound volumes and 
1,200 vertically displayed journals. Computer terminals link 
this library with the National Library of Medicine in Bethesda,
Maryland, and provide two new services. MEDLINE pro
duces computer-generated bibliographies of current literature on specific subjects,

tailored to a user's request. CATLINE 
carries the National Library of Medicine's 
catalogued information on books and 
monographs. The computer also has ac
cess to University of Nebraska informa
tion, thereby encouraging sharing and 
avoiding much duplication.

The Learning Resource Center, 
located on the second level of the build
ing, initially provided self-instructional 
slides, tapes, videocassette and audio- 
tapes, and the space and equipment to 
utilize them. Very soon this was expanded 
to include lecture support, media materi

als, and computer-assisted instruction. The LRC, as it is called, was given a boost by 
two grants during this period. A $65,000 grant from the National Library of 
Medicine in April 1977 allowed the organization of a central facility for the acquisi
tion and distribution of non-print materials as related to professional continuing 
education in Nebraska and South Dakota.38 A 1980 grant of $109,427 from the same 
source expanded this concept to establish an audio-video resource loan program in 
support of continuing education for a seven-state region.39

By mid-1980, the LRC had about 3,200 items available in various media forms. 
It was estimated that nearly 85% of these could be distributed to other institutions 
through the MARS program (Mid-Continent Audiovisual Research Sharing).40

Also located on the second level of the Bio-Information Center was the 
Biomedical Communications Department, which provides technical and educa
tional services, reinforcing the use of educational media and actually producing 
much of the educational materials used. Started in 1973, the Department's growth, 
under the leadership of Leon Benschoter, has been phenomenal. Once the personnel 
in the Health Science schools and the new hospital realized the availability of such 
services, the use of the graphic artists, medical photographers, writers, TV facilities 
and AV equipment increased steadily.

If the concept of integrating all three of these areas into one functional whole 
was innovative, the physical elements of the new Bio-Information Center were even 
more so. "'Untraditional' as far as Creighton goes" was how Leon Benschoter, the 
Director of the new building described it.41

Beginning construction, Bio-Information Building. 
The Dental School is on the left.

Excavation for the new Bio-Information Building.
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From the East, Creighton's Bio-Information center looks like a giant 
concrete wall on stilts. From the new teaching hospital, observers 
note a glass bridge and glass panels pointing skyward. From the 
School of Dental Science Building, the center appears to be of glass 
walls placed at irregular angles.42

Besides its award-winning exterior architecture, much of it 
dictated by environmental limitations, the interior held some sur
prises as well. Wood and brick mingles comfortably with poured 
concrete columns and brightly colored exposed heating ducts. Sky
lights, plants and lots of glass provide an open, airy feeling. A 
winding spiral staircase leads users to an open second floor balcony 
overlooking the Health Sciences Library. Study space abounds in 
myriad forms -  carrel groupings, booths, tables, cluster rooms and 
sofas. Modular furnishings, including bean bag chairs and floor 
pillows, provide flexibility and comfort.

All of these factors made the facility popular with students and 
faculty alike -  so popular, in fact, that in November 1977 restrictions 
had to be placed on evening usage due to overcrowding. Non-Health 
Science undergraduates were still allowed unlimited use of the 
facilities during the day, but during the peak evening hours, usage 
was limited to Creighton and community clients with a Health 
Science affiliation, or others with a demonstrated need.43

The Bio-Information Center was formally dedicated on Janu
ary 13, 1978, in conjunction with the Centennial celebration of the 
founding of Creighton University in 1878. Special guests were Dr. 
Robert Sparks, program director in health affairs for the W. K. 
Kellogg Foundation, and V. J. Skutt, Board Chairman of Mutual of 
Omaha. The latter was honored for Mutual's role in providing most 

of the funds needed to complete building financing, over and above the portion met 
by federal funds. In return, Mutual of Omaha was assured access to all information 
contained in the new facility to aid them in health insurance matters. A scientific 
seminar entitled "Information, Learning and Libraries," attended by more than 
eighty persons, was conducted in connection with the dedication.44

An Old White Elephant?
While clinical medicine at Creighton was settling in at the new hospital and the 

Creighton campus was experiencing a flurry of Health Science construction during 
the 1970's, what happened to the old St. Joesph's Hospital back on 10th Street? Left 
behind at the old site when the Hospital made the big move in late 1977 were some 
limited Emergency Room services, some data processing and print shop services, 
some records and materials storage and the 109-bed psychiatric unit just east of the 
main hospital. In 1972 this unit changed its name from Our Lady of Victory 
Psychiatric Unit to the St. Joseph Hospital Human Service Center, to reflect expan
sion of services.45 Later it was designated the St. Joseph Center for Mental Health, 
delineating further expansion into community service. Because the area of Omaha 
around the old St. Joseph Hospital had been accustomed to emergency care at that 
location, a 24-hours-a-day emergency room was maintained for many months at its

Award-winning interior of the new Bio- 
Information Building.
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original location, and identified as the St. Joseph South Omaha Emergency Center. 
Patients in need of a higher level of care than available there were transferred to the 
new hospital via a mobile intensive care unit.

But these services used only a small fraction of the immense complex that had 
been St. Joe's. In all, approximately 500,000 square feet of space on two blocks, 
comprising 14 acres, was left essentially without a use. The Creighton Omaha 
Regional Health Care Corporation awarded a $15,000 contract to Foran and Greer, 
Inc., a consulting firm, to evaluate the property and search for prospective uses and 
tenants. Hospital officials also conducted negotiations with other groups them
selves. Early considerations for use of the facilities included a veterans home, a 
retirement home, possibly for clergy, a senior citizens center and a new site for the 
City-County Health Department.46

Late in 1978 a sales agreement was reached with a group of Madison, Wiscon
sin, investors whereby facilities needed for the programs still conducted at the old 
site were leased from the new owners. Special religious, historical and architectural 
artifacts, such as chapel fixtures, were exempted from the sale.47

Plans began for eventual removal of the Center for Mental Health to a new 
psychiatric facility to be constructed adjacent to and south of the new hospital. For 
financial reasons this never materialized, and the focus on mental health at St. 
Joseph's has remained at the 10th Street facility. (Late in 1990, a major expansion/ 
renovation project was conducted there.)

As the 1970's rolled to a close, the old St. Joseph's Hospital facilities remained 
intact but for the most part vacant. A small portion was in use, leased back to the new 
hospital corporation; the majority was sold but empty, awaiting a decision as to 
future use.

Eventually, the old hospital was razed. On its former site a 180 bed licensed 
skilled extended care center was built. Opening in May 1987 and owned by Delmar 
Gardens Enterprises, a St. Louis company, the center is appropriately named St. 
Joseph Villa.

Financial Roller Coaster
At the same time the School of Medicine was enjoying a tremendous success 

in its physical expansion during the 1970's it was also experiencing financial 
problems in handling operational expenses. Medical schools nationwide became 
increasingly dependent on various forms of aid from the federal government. But 
in the volatile economic atmosphere of the Vietnam years and the inflationary 
period that followed, Congress and the Executive Branch were unpredictable in 
regard to handling health manpower funding. Congressional appropriations didn't 
always match its authorizations, and Administration budgets didn't always allow 
for Congressional appropriations. The result was "like being on a roller coaster ride 
-  blindfolded: you never knew when you were going to be up and when you were 
going to be down.. . .  the uncertainty each year was great."48

Cutbacks in federal aid were common in the 70's. A 1970 veto by President 
Nixon of a $225 million bill designed to encourage new family practice physicians 
in rural areas drew much criticism.49 In 1971 the Health Manpower Act was passed 
to help turn out a sufficient number of physicians to alleviate the perceived 
physician shortage. Many times, though, Congress refused to fund specific pro
grams implemented as a result of this act. For example, in 1972 a Health Professions 
Act was passed by Congress, continuing the capitation grants begun in the late
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1960's and authorized by the 1971 Health Manpower Act, but it was funded at only 
65% of the previous authorization. Therefore, the School of Medicine was $133,000 
short of the planned 1972-73 budget.50

The following fiscal year, the School received about $385,000 less than had 
been anticipated from the federal government.51 By 1975 the Health Manpower Act 
had expired and was not renewed. The end of the decade saw still further cuts in 
federal monies. The School of Medicine lost about $943,000 in fiscal 1975-76, 
between $1 million and $1.5 million the following year, and about $500,000 in the 
1977-78 school year. These cuts included contract programs, research grants and 
basic support grants.52 In 1975 there was an estimated difference of $466,000 
between the School of Medicine budget and projected income. The estimated 
difference for the following year was $1,039,000.53

Capitation grants continued to fall. From a high of $980,318 in 1974, the 
amount of the grants fell to $482,713 in 1979, and to only $290,400 in 1980. Dr. 
Heaney pointed out that the capitation funds were worth even less as time went on, 
due to inflation and the devaluation of the dollar.54

How did the School of Medicine deal with the 1970's financial roller coaster? 
Many and varied responses to the budget loss were implemented. Enrollment size 
of the entering class continued to increase in response to federal capitation grants. 
While continually reduced and not always fully funded by Congress, 65% of a larger 
number of students was better than 65% of a small number. In 1970 the freshman 
class size stood at 82. It was increased to 85 in 1971, to 104 in 1972 and peaked at 110 
in the fall of 1973. This is essentially where it has remained ever since.

Geographical full-time contracts started in the late 1960's under Dr. Egan were 
continued, and were increasingly important in helping the school make ends meet. 
Likewise, the contributed services faculty contin
ued their volunteer services to the school. In 1972, 
of 335 names on the School of Medicine faculty 
roster, 194 who contributed their services were 
actively practicing physicians who served, free of 
charge, as lecturers, bedside teachers, consultants 
and resident advisers.55

Tuition, although only a small fraction of the 
total cost of medical education, continued to rise in 
response to inflation and federal cutbacks. Annual 
tuition at the beginning of the decade was $2,400 
per year. There were seven increases during the 
1970's, ending with a tuition rate of $6,296 an
nounced for the fall of 1980. The subjects of finan
cial arrangements and financial aid were now so 
complicated that a full eight pages of explanation 
was necessary in the Bulletin issued in November 
1979.56

Despite the tuition increases, Creighton con
tinued to attract a tremendous number of medical 
school applicants. In 1971 there were over 4,700
applicants, more than double that of the previous year. This definitely followed a 
national trend, but Creighton's number was much more than the average. Dr. 
Heaney noted, "Creighton's School of Medicine has the highest ratio of applicants 
for seats available in the nation."57

Secretary Carlene Goecke was charged 
with assembling the thousands of files for 
1971 applicants to Creighton's School of 
Medicine.
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Numbers of medical school applicants continued to rise, with a peak in 1973 
of 8,884. For the next four years, the number remained fairly stable, between 8,000 
and 8,500. Then in 1978, again following a national trend, applications fell to 6,705. 
The drop still left Creighton with over 60 applicants for every available freshman 
medical seat.58

Such a large number of prospective students has made the determination of 
who is accepted to the School of Medicine a very large task indeed. To alleviate some 
of the paperwork burden, in 1970 Creighton joined the American Medical College 
Application Service,59 and the first full-time Director of Medical School Admissions, 
John Potter, was appointed in 1972. Through the decade, the Admissions Commit
tee grew from eight members to double that by 1976. The job was and is not an easy 
one, and many times thankless.

The government took funds away with one hand and gave them back with the 
other. Special project grants and financial distress grants were received from federal 
sources to help give financial stability to medical schools hurt by other cutbacks. In 
1971, for example, the School of Medicine received $637,680 in federal money, used 
primarily to augment salaries for the staff.60 In 1972 it received $351,000 from HEW 
in distress grants, to cover salaries and operational expenses.61 The problem with 
these, according to Frank Evans, who was the Financial Advisor to the Dean of 
Medicine at the time, was that to receive a distress grant, a deficit must have been 
incurred, then documented, and if judged valid the next year the federal government 
would usually grant the school a portion of the previous loss.62

In 1975 Dean Holthaus set in motion a cost-reduction program to help alleviate 
some portion of the deficit. A department by department review was conducted, 
with each department completing proposals on possible areas of savings. The 
Dean's goal was $250,000 in either increased income or decreased expenditures. 
About half-way through the campaign, savings proposals already totaled $165,000 
towards the $250,000 goal. About 60% of this represented increased income (new 
programs, etc), and 40% cost savings, including such measures as not filling vacant 
positions, charging an increased amount of salaries to research grants, and decreases 
in photocopying, long-distance telephone calls and travel costs.63

Through all of these means, with the leadership of Drs. Heaney and Holthaus, 
the School of Medicine did manage to weather the financial storms of the 1970's, and 
actually emerged stronger at the end of the decade than it had been at its beginning.

Curriculum
When Dr. Robert Heaney was appointed Vice President for Health Sciences, he 

had some definite ideas concerning curricular reform, for Medicine and all of the 
Health Sciences in general. He envisioned a shortened educational period for all 
physicians, accomplished by reducing the study of subjects which were less relevant 
to each individual's specified career goals within the medical field. He also 
advocated reducing pre-professional entrance requirements. He suggested educat
ing more levels of health care professionals, including some "middle-competence 
level" personnel to perform relatively routine medical tasks. In his own words, he 
advocated:

a thoroughgoing revision of the entire field of health sciences 
education, from the undergraduate level on up. It should 
incorporate medicine, dentistry, nursing, pharmacy, and the
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allied health professions into a unified whole. Program objectives 
must be sharply defined and needless baggage ruthlessly 
eliminated. Training must be offered for differing levels of 
functional competence and allowances must be made for 
interdisciplinary or hybrid degrees.64

Dr. Richard Andrews.

In November 1971 Dr. Heaney appointed a Health Science Curriculum Com
mittee, headed by Dr. Andrew Hahn, to study the current programs and recom
mend changes. The committee set four goals for itself: to find a way to reduce 
program lengths; to devise new or revise old programs; to increase mobility within 
the curricula of the various programs; and to increase program flexibility.65

Many of Dr. Heaney's ideas were incorporated into the concept of the Criss 
Institute of Health, announced by Dr. Heaney at a press conference on March 17, 
1972. At the core of the plan was a general health science school where all Health 
Science students would be taught common basic courses. From there various 
disciplines of the Health Sciences would branch out to specialize. Entrance to this 
basic school would be after high school or, at the most, two years of college 
preparation. Additional programs for new types of health care specialists, such as 
mid wives, could be appended to the new system. New types of limited degrees 
making for shorter courses would also be considered. Non-essential courses, both 
undergraduate and professional, would be eliminated, saving time and money.66

After several years of unsuccessful attempts to get federal funding, a large 
private grant was received in 1977 through the efforts of Dr. Heaney. The W. K. 
Kellogg Foundation of Battle Creek, Michigan, awarded a three-year, $890,000 grant 
to Creighton to examine its current Health Science curriculum, devise new systems 
which would eliminate duplication, promote integration within the Health Science 
disciplines, and strengthen weak curricular areas.67

Despite the fact that the University of Nebraska and several other schools 
around the country did opt for a shortened curriculum, the School of Medicine never 
adopted such a change. Nor were most of Dr. Heaney's far-reaching ideas for 
massive restructuring of the Health Science educational system ever acted upon. 
Perhaps it was resistance to change, perhaps the strength of tradition, maybe the 
validity of the current system, or some would say the inertia of those afraid of change 
itself. Maybe Dr. Heaney's ideas were ahead of their time. Whatever the reasons, 

the School of Medicine's basic curriculum stood pat, and the changes 
which were implemented during the 1970's were minor compared to those 
suggested.

Beginning with the seniors of 1971, an all-elective senior year was 
implemented. By this new system, the senior year was divided into 11 
four-week periods. Any one of these could be designated as a vacation 
period, leaving 10 four-week periods for elective subjects. Students were 
given a brochure of choices from which they could build their own senior 
year curriculum based upon personal interests and needs, in conjunction 
with the guidance of a faculty advisor. A specified number of off-campus 
electives were allowed.68

Dr. Richard Andrews, Assistant Dean of Medicine at the time, 
recalled that despite the horrendous logistic problem of matching 110 
students to senior sites without benefit of computers, the program had 
definite advantages. Students who had already decided on a particular
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area of specialty could broaden themselves with exposure, though brief, in other 
areas during their senior year. Through this program, our school was given relief 
by being able to send students to other clinical sites. Students were generally well 
received by other institutions, and if a student was specifically interested in a certain 
residency, here was his chance to both show himself to advantage at this institution 
and also to check for a good match between himself and the particular institution 
and area of specialty.69

Beginning with 1972, there was a slight variance in sophomore year course 
work. While the first year was still basically the Normal Human Biology segment 
begun in the 1960's, the sophomore year incorporated clinical experience to a greater 
extent than previously. The first half of that year was still primarily devoted to 
classroom study of pathological processes. But the second half of the sophomore 
year was now an Introduction to Clinical Medicine within the context of clerkship 
experiences, and the beginnings of physical diagnosis.70 Dr. Richard Andrews 
remembers that the course became a "systems course," which required teamwork 
between various departments and was taught by a "Parade of Stars," a series of 
physicians each teaching in his particular area of expertise.71

A new curriculum focus during the 1970's was the introduction of the Humani
ties into Health Science instruction. More attention was to be given to religious and 
ethical questions as they related to the practice of the Health Sciences, as well as 
political, historical and literary ties to the health disciplines.

In 1974 Rev. James J. Quinn, the Jesuit Counselor for the School of Medicine, 
was given a $30,000 grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities to 
develop a test program. This done, a $200,000 grant was awarded to enable 
establishment and implementation of the new program. Six new undergraduate 
courses were offered in the College of Arts and Sciences in the fall of 1976 in order 
to reach students before they entered professional schools.

In 1977 this was extended to include a Humanities mini-course requirement 
for Health Science students, varying for each discipline. For medical students, the 
requirement was one mini-course each year for all four years. Each of these courses 
involved nine to ten classroom hours, plus roughly equal time in out-of-class self- 
instruction. Scheduling proved to be problematical for third and fourth year 
students involved in clinical rotations. Therefore, in the early 1980's, the require
ment for the mini-courses was limited to first and second year medical students.72

New Grading System, New Programs
Several minor changes were made in the School of Medicine grading system 

as it was fine-tuned during the decade. At the start of the 1970's, the basic "A" 
through "F" grading system was used. A Grade Point Average was figured using 
the standard 4.0 scale of quality points.73 In 1972 a dual letter/number weighted 
average system was introduced. A weighted numerical average was used to 
determine class rank, while standard letter grades reflected performance on report 
cards and records. At the same time, the grade of "D" was eliminated, leaving 
everything below 65% a failing grade.74

Effective with the 1976-77 school year, numerical grades alone were used to 
reflect student performance in all areas and on all records. Letter grades were used 
only informally as guidelines to students to compare levels of performance.75 
Beginning with 1978, the bottom level for the performance level of a "C" was raised 
to 70%; anything less than that was a failure.76
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Whatever the grading system, the program for a medical student remained 
extremely challenging and likely to become more so as new medical knowledge 
expanded at an unprecedented rate. Students were expected to know ever- 
increasing bodies of knowledge, and at the same time, to enter clinical experiences 
at an earlier stage in their education.

An article in The Creightonian on November 19,1971, focused on the demands 
of the Medical School program. Roughly 70 credit hours per year were required. 
Students interviewed described the medical school experience with phrases such as 
"avalanched with work," "intense" and "very demanding." When asked the worst 
part of medical school, John O'Hearn (M.D. 1972) replied, "The first two years . . . 
You have to take all the basics, sitting in a classroom all day hurriedly taking notes 
and learning everything by rote."77

Well, medical students are nothing if not resourceful. In 1972 a program called 
"Best Facts" was started by medical freshmen and sophomores to combat lecture 
fatigue. Each member in a limited-number group paid $5.00. In return, they each 
took assigned turns being responsible for a particular lecture each week. For their 
turn, they attended and usually taped the lecture to insure accuracy, typed notes 
from these sources, then mimeographed these notes and any accompanying illustra
tions for distribution to all group members.

Early reports indicated that class attendance, which was not mandatory, did 
not initially drop. Students at this point were using the new system as a supplement 
to being present at lectures. Several teachers indicated this was an individual 
matter, and students could take notes and pass exams in any manner that they 
deemed most efficient.78

However, as time went on, the situation began to take a somewhat different 
direction. Dr. R. Dennis Winkel (M.D. 1974) recalls:

As a freshman in medical school it often became difficult to sit 
through lectures, concentrate on the material and take notes. So we 
were the first class to tape record the lectures and have one student 
transcribe, outline and organize the material for future review and 
studying. Well, soon we realized that we could skip lectures and 
not miss out on any material. So eventually the class attendance 
began to dwindle. After a while only one student, a tape recorder 
and the professor were there. Before long the student would just 
drop off his tape player and pick it up later. So no one was in class.
I guess turnabout is fair play -  because one Anatomy professor 
decided to tape his own lecture and play that to the only one 
listening in class that day -  another tape recorder. Who says 
medicine is too technology oriented?79

A new program was started by the School of Medicine in the fall of 1972. Called 
the "Ph.D. to M.D. Program," it was one of the only programs of its kind in the 
nation, based on a pioneer program at the University of Miami, according to Dr. J. 
Raymond Johnson, Assistant Dean for Student Affairs at the time.80 It enabled those 
already holding Ph.D.'s in a biological science to show evidence of proficiency in the 
basic sciences by taking Part I of the National Boards, then to enter the School of 
Medicine as second semester sophomores. In this way, basic science course work of 
the first year and a half of medical school would not have to be needlessly repeated.
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Also, more M.D/s could be produced in a shorter period of time, thereby helping to 
relieve a perceived shortage of physicians. In August 1972, six such students were 
the initial enrollees of this new advanced entry program.81

Administratively, the School of Medicine gained a new area of responsibility 
in 1977 when the Division of Allied Health was established as an arm of the School. 
Dr. Robert Gerraughty, Associate Vice President for Health Sciences, was named 
Director of the new Division, which at the time included Medical Technology, 
Radiologic Technology and Audiology/Speech Pathology. In September 1980 this 
was expanded to include a Respiratory Therapy program and a Nurse Anesthetist 
program. Though having too few programs to be established as a school in its own 
right, Dr. Gerraughty noted that the Division was added to help strengthen the 
concept of a Health Science team learning approach.82 Later, in July 1982, the 
Division of Allied Health became part of the School of Pharmacy.

In 1976 Creighton began a Paramedic Training Program, the only such 
program in Nebraska, and one of only about 20 such programs certified by the 
American Medical Association nationally. It was also certified by the Boards of 
Advanced Emergency Medical Care in both Nebraska and Iowa. Under the 
direction of Dr. Anthony Carnazzo (M.D. 1958) of the Department of Surgery, the 
course consisted of classroom and clinical hours in a hospital setting and in the field. 
Through 1991 a total of 399 individuals had graduated from the program.83

Late in 1977 there was some speculation that the School of Medicine would 
have a new Health Science associate on campus: a School of Podiatry. Federal funds 
were sought for a study to determine feasibility, but nothing more came of this 
initiative.84

Several new residency programs were approved and began preparing M.D/s 
for specialization during this decade. Among these were:

-  a three-year Urology program, begun July 1, 1972, under the 
supervision of Dr. Myron P. Walzak, Chairman of the Department 
of Urology, and conducted at St. Joseph's, Douglas County, 
Children's and the Veteran's Administration Hospitals.

-  a three-year Psychiatry program, begun July 1, 1973, under 
Chairman Dr. Beverley Mead, which utilized Douglas County 
and St. Joseph's Hospitals, as well as the Creighton Clinic.

-  a four-year program in Orthopedic Surgery, under Dr. Richard
T. Chiroff, effective July 1,1977, covering adult orthopedics, 
children's orthopedics and fractures.

A Tale of Two Programs
During the decade, two contract programs for admissions to the School of 

Medicine were established, thought to be similar but proving to have very different 
outcomes. The first was begun in 1974 by contractual agreement with the state of 
Wyoming. The second, approved in 1978, involved both the College of Arts and 
Sciences and the School of Medicine, under contract with the Institute of Educa
tional Development in Japan.

The state of Wyoming has no medical school, which created problems both for 
Wyoming students seeking admittance to medical education, and for the state, in not 
having a sufficient number of doctors to meet its health needs. The Wyoming 
Legislature approached the Creighton School of Medicine and a number of other
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medical schools seeking a solution to its problem. A contract negotiated in 1974 
between the School of Medicine and the state of Wyoming had advantages for both.

The School of Medicine assured acceptances to as many as twenty qualified 
applicants from Wyoming in each freshman class. In turn, Wyoming was to pay 
Creighton the actual cost of educating its citizens in medical school. The state of 
Wyoming was then reimbursed by its students in one of three ways. They could 
either practice three years in Wyoming, complete a Family Practice residency 
program there, or financially reimburse the actual cost of their education in a 
payment plan to the state. Because most students opted for one of the first two 
choices, Wyoming gained a number of much-needed doctors each year. The School 
of Medicine, for its part, gained a much-needed source of income each year. This was 
becoming increasingly critical during the financial roller coaster of inflation and 
federal cutbacks typical of the 1970's.

The contract students remained a fairly cohe
sive group socially, even forming their own intramu
ral basketball team at one point. Several students 
sported shirts reading "University of Wyoming at 
Omaha." But they also blended well into the medical 
school scene, both socially and academically. The 
program is still ongoing and was rated a success by 
Dean Holthaus. Its continued existence is further 
evidence of its value.85 Annually, the University of 
Wyoming College of Human Medicine presents an 
award to the highest ranking graduate participating 
in the Wyoming affiliation agreement.

A somewhat different outcome was experienced 
by a program, established by contract early in 1978 
with the Institute for Educational Development (IED). 
foundation, based in Tokyo, Japan. The program was long-debated at Creighton 
and remained somewhat controversial.

As adopted, it provided for thirty Japanese students per year -  high school 
graduates -  to be selected by the Japanese foundation. These students then 
underwent intensive English language classes in Japan, followed by a period of time 
in Omaha used as an orientation period. During this orientation, attention was 
given to further English language development and to cultural and social adjust
ment to America in general, and to Omaha and Creighton in particular. The students 
then were enrolled in the College of Arts and Sciences at Creighton in a pre-Health 
Science program. At appropriate points in their academic careers, they made 
application to the professional school of their choice. The School of Medicine, for 
example, agreed to admit up to ten of their number per year, if qualified. The Japanese 
foundation was to pay full costs of education for each student, over and above 
regular tuition, in all schools involved.86

The first group of students arrived in Omaha on March 15,1979, and began 
Arts and Science classes that fall. Although many Japanese students completed their 
educations in the College of Arts and Sciences, the facts show that the highest 
number of medical school seats ever achieved by the Japanese in this program was 
six. The program was terminated by mutual understanding in 1986.

John Hermann, former Executive Assistant to the Dean of Medicine who was 
Director of this program as of 1980, attributes its lack of greater success to several
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factors. Common to all of these was a lack of understanding of the depth of the 
cultural differences between Japan and the United States, and their implications for 
the program. The language barrier was underestimated, and the expectations of 
Japanese parents were not well understood. In our relative ignorance of Japanese 
society and mores, we were in no position to recognize this.87 For all of these reasons, 
this program did not meet the success of the Wyoming contract program. It was 
more successful as far as the Arts and Sciences School was concerned even though 
few of the Japanese students were able to meet all requirements for professional 
school admission. An indirect important result of this educational experiment was 
the positive image Creighton University now has in Japan. Japanese students, now 
independent of any foundation, have been part of every undergraduate class in 
recent years.

Clinical Experience, Community Service
Opportunities abounded in the 1970's for students to receive first-hand 

experience with patients and at the same time provide valuable benefits to their 
community. Ever since the Creighton Clinic was established in 1892 by the School 
of Medicine, these two objectives had proceeded hand-in-hand and continued to 
complement each other during this decade.

The primary vehicle for meeting these two objectives, the Creighton Clinic, 
was renamed and physically moved twice during this tumultuous period. In 
December 1973 the Clinic was officially renamed the Creighton Health Center and 
moved from its temporary location at 9th & Forest Avenue to the former Nursing 
School building on the grounds of St. Joseph's Hospital, 10th & Dorcas. The lease 
from the Sisters of Mercy on the former St. Catherine's School of Nursing on Forest 
Avenue had expired, and the School saw the move as an opportunity to expand and 
improve.88 Moving with the Clinic was the Acute Care Service, established in 1972 
under Dr. Fred Pettid. This provided even more immediate service to needy 
patrons.89

The final move for the Creighton Health Center took place in 1977 when it 
relocated to a new home in the Health Professions Building connected to the new St. 
Joseph's Hospital. The advantages of the new site for clinical education have already 
been noted. Patients, too,saw the obvious benefits. Throughout the remainder of the 
1970's, visits to the Health Center exceeded 50,000 annually.90

Other clinical facilities available for the continued use of Creighton faculty and 
students included the Omaha Veterans Administration Hospital, Children's Memo
rial Hospital and the Douglas County Hospital. The latter reorganized in 1973 to 
accommodate a larger number of Creighton doctors,91 but it later limited its service 
primarily to psychiatric care and skilled extended care sections, supported by a 
small general medical unit. Additional teaching affiliations were maintained with 
Archbishop Bergan Mercy Hospital, Ehrling Berquist USAF Hospital near Offutt 
Air Force Base, the Veterans Administration Hospital in Lincoln, Mercy Hospital in 
Council Bluffs and St. Elizabeth's Hospital in Lincoln.

The Family Practice Department expanded its operations during this period to 
include "model units," which simulated the structure and functioning of a private 
family practice office. These provided the ambulatory settings to train both 
undergraduates and postgraduates in all phases of a Family Practice program. Such 
model units were located at 28th & Ames, 13th & Deer Park Boulevard and 50th & 
Grover Streets.92 Family Practice further expanded its clinical scope in 1980 when the
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Student Health Center of Creighton University became affiliated with that Depart
ment.93

Besides these, there were some special areas of clinical involvement and 
community service available to Creighton students. One of these was the American 
Indian Center, opened in May 1970, a volunteer project on 20th & Castelar in Omaha. 
It was established and staffed primarily by Creighton medical and dental students, 
in cooperation with members of the Omaha Indian community. Operated in a small, 
donated former church parsonage as a clinic for Indians and Mexican-Americans, 
the center stressed health education and preventive medicine. It performed diag
nostic screenings and operated as a referral agency. Bedrooms in the small house 
were exam rooms, the dining room was a small dental clinic and the kitchen served 
as a make-shift laboratory/treatment room. Funding for the project included 
money from the American Indian Center Industries Association, the American 
Lutheran Church and the Student Board of Governors at Creighton University. 
Supplies were largely donated, as were all professional services by medical stu
dents, interns, residents and faculty.

Dr. Thomas Artzner and Dr. Jerry Corners (both M.D. 1972), medical juniors 
at the time, explained their reasons for volunteering one night a week at the center 
in addition to their regular (and hectic) schedules. The screening center was one way 
to help insure that all in need received good health care. In addition, Dr. Corners 
indicated that by helping to prevent illness by his work at this center, he felt he was 
repaying, in a small way, the education he received when seeing the poor as patients 
at the regular Clinic.94

In 1974 in response to need, the School of Medicine, in conjunction with 
Immanuel Medical Center, opened a Community Emergency Center at 36th & 
Meredith Streets. Immanuel Hospital had moved to a new location the summer of 
1974, and it was felt that roughly 60,000 people in the area were left without easy 
access to medical emergency service. Creighton felt that by helping to establish this 
center, it could provide a valuable interim service until the new St. Joseph Hospital 
was completed.95

Also in response to need, the Department of Pediatrics instituted a program in 
the fall of 1976 for Indian children at Macy, Nebraska. Designed to promote health 
education, it emphasized nutrition and diabetes prevention through complete 
physical examinations of the children of the Omaha Indian tribe located there.96

We Are the World
During the early 1970's, the School of Medicine reached beyond its immediate 

locale to provide community service and share its technology and skills. Rosary 
Hospital in Corning, Iowa, became informally affiliated with Creighton and St. 
Joseph's Hospital in 1972. First, it became associated with the electrocardiogram
reading service that St. Joseph's had been providing since the 1960's to small 
hospitals via telephone. Then the Rosary Hospital Director arranged to have 
Creighton specialists treat Corning patients with special needs. Finally, Creighton 
prepared a continuing education program to take to Corning physicians who could 
not easily leave their community to update their knowledge.97

Another project with which the School of Medicine involved itself in the 1970's 
was the Cottonwood Health Center in Tekamah, Nebraska, established with 
Creighton's help as a rural health care delivery model. Tekamah was a town with 
roughly 2,000 inhabitants, located about thirty-five miles northwest of Omaha. It
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was faced with a physician shortage, having only two physicians in town, both past 
retirement age. The town actively recruited new physicians and built a new clinic 
as an inducement, but like so many small rural communities nationwide, had no 
luck in solving its problem. At that point in 1972, the Tekamah Chamber of 
Commerce approached the School of Medicine for help in their dilemma.

Dr. Holthaus and the School responded enthusiastically to the challenge:

Creighton has been concerned for several years about the way a 
major institution educating physicians and other health professions 
can assist communities to retain good health care. As a University 
with a full range of health professions education programs. . . we 
have felt an obligation to search for ways in which the services of 
these highly trained people can be made available to all who need 
health care. In effect we are being given an opportunity to 
demonstrate the concepts in which we have believed for a long 
time, and to do so in a way that would provide badly needed 
services to a Nebraska community.98

The initial result of the Tekamah appeal was the formation of the Cottonwood 
Health Group, Inc., in October 1972 by Creighton and Tekamah citizens. It was to 
provide quality traditional health care to area residents until Creighton's more 
comprehensive and not-so-traditional plans could be implemented. The Cotton
wood Health Center opened as a joint effort, the citizens of Tekamah operating the 
facility and providing nursing and office staff, and the School of Medicine providing 
a physician and guidance. Dr. Edward Grinnell (M.D. 1962), Associate Professor of 
Medicine, was named Senior Medical Officer. Dr. Anthony J. Carnazzo (M.D. 1958) 
was appointed Director of Emergency Services. Both initially commuted to provide 
service in Tekamah 5 half days, Monday through Friday. Specialty clinics were 
started in OB/GYN, Pediatrics and Surgery two times a month.

As the Center matured, a more innovative approach was taken. The Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation awarded Creighton a three-year $209,000 grant to help 
fund the Center and to research new ways to meet rural health needs. A full-time 
physician was hired by Creighton to move to Tekamah and manage health care at 
the Center. Dr. John Collins (M.D. 1955), Assistant Professor of Family Practice, 
became the first full-time Director of the Center in June 1974.

The word "manage" is significant, for in Creighton's proposed system, the 
physician would not practice medicine in the traditional sense. Rather, he would act 
as a teaching consultant to a health care team, including para-medical personnel, 
who could handle a greater number of the more routine medical tasks. Many 
patients would never have to see the physician at all under the new system. A 
greater number of cases could be accommodated with fewer physicians -  thus one 
solution to the physician shortage in rural America.

The project was not a success. Dr. Collins resigned effective March 1,1975. The 
problem had been in the town's reluctance to accept the new alternative form of 
health care. Having been accustomed to traditional medical care, the system 
initiated was too new and too fast for the townspeople to embrace with ease.

Yet the fact that Cottonwood did not continue should not negate the School of 
Medicine's role in initiating innovative trial programs in an attempt to alleviate 
health care delivery problems. Even Dr. Collins noted, at the time of his resignation,
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"I think the program is very workable, very functional and can provide very good 
care. I think it will be part of the answer to the rural health problem."99

Time has proven that the concept of the program was sound. It was the timing 
and the method of introduction that could have been improved. The School of 
Medicine was at least willing to step in and attempt to use its resources to help the 
community of Tekamah. After years of receiving absolutely no response to its 
problems, the town experienced this program as a major boost. The title of an 
editorial in The Tekamah Plaindealer at the time of Creighton's initial involvement 
sums it up: "They've Done Something!"100

A Health Science project reaching even farther 
into the world -  all the way to the Dominican Repub
lic -  was brought to Creighton students in 1977. This 
was the Institute for Latin American Concern (ILAC), 
directed by the Rev. Ernesto Travieso, S. J., chaplain of 
the Schools of Medicine and Pharmacy. The eight- 
week summer program grouped selected Health Sci
ence students from Nursing, Dentistry, Pharmacy 
and Medicine into a health team. Each team was 
headed by a faculty advisor and operated an outpa
tient clinic in the interior of the Dominican Republic, 
the poorest region.

While the general program itself had begun in 
1972, Creighton Health Science students first became 
involved four years later, with the active encouragement of Dr. Robert Heaney. 
After an orientation period, the students involved traveled to the Dominican 
Republic, where they lived with local families under primitive conditions. At the 
clinics they operated, the students diagnosed the cases, treated those they could with 
the donated supplies they had available, and referred the rest to distant hospitals. 
Students not only provided unpaid services, they also paid their own travel 
expenses to and from the Dominican Republic.

The purpose of the program was to humanize the Health Sciences and to 
develop an awareness of the reality of life in the Third World. It was (and is -  the 
program is ongoing) a "'conscientization', a process of personal communication 
which develops a sensitivity to people, awareness of values and individual matu
rity."101

Dr. Heaney is justly proud of this program, begun for Creighton students 
under his auspices as Vice President of Health Sciences, and cites the program's 
contribution toward acceptance of the concept of a team approach to health care 
delivery. This idea was central to the theme he encouraged as Vice President. He 
believes that the Health Science students involved become interdependent on each 
other in their professional roles, and, as such, learn a cooperative attitude towards 
health care professionals of other disciplines and a healthy respect for the differing 
knowledge, skills and areas of expertise of each.102

Students tend to affirm these beliefs after their ILAC experience. This was 
nicely expressed by Senior Nursing student Judy Hobbs, in 1977:

The key to the program was communication, not only with the 
patients but with each other as co-workers. It was a chance to work 
not only for someone but with someone for a common goal, the 
patient. Many times we pooled our knowledge, each taking part in

Rev. Ernesto Travieso, S.J.
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the responsibility for the decision. The summer gave us an 
opportunity to put the theory of teamwork into practice, discovering 
that it does work. It challenges the individual to incorporate the 
resources closest at hand -  the minds and hearts of others.103

Institute for Latin American Concerns. On the trail. One of the ILAC Clinics.

Primitive conditions. ILAC Clinic. Waiting for medical attention.

Patient consultation.

The ILAC program is still conducted each summer in the Dominican Republic. 
It stands as an ongoing tribute to the commitment by Creighton and its Health 
Science students for service to humanity, above and beyond local confines. It also 
serves as a fitting testimonial to Father Travieso and to the belief of Dr. Robert 
Heaney in the concept of the health care team and its implementation in a real life 
setting. A 1987 feature story in the Omaha World Herald Magazine of the Midlands, 
describing the program, was titled "The Medicine of Love."104
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Over the Waves
This decade saw the School of Medicine making innovative use of television 

and the telephone in bringing its skills and knowledge to bear on community 
medical concerns and, in the case of TV, in educating its students. In 1972, with the 
aid of a $126,760 Veterans Administration grant, the School of Medicine built and 
operated a closed circuit TV system in St. Joseph's Hospital that joined it to the 
Nebraska-Veterans Administration Television Network. This hook-up allowed an 
interchange of educational programs and diagnostic/therapeutic services between 
Creighton and other network members, including VA Hospitals in Omaha, Lincoln 
and Grand Island, and the University of Nebraska Medical Center.105

For several years, beginning in 1972, KMTV in Omaha donated 4 one-half hour 
time slots to the Health Sciences at Creighton in conjunction with St. Joseph 
Hospital. Medical programs of interest to the general public were presented during 
prime time and covered such topics as Heart Attacks, Cancer, Pregnancy, Financing 
of Health Care and Dental Education. For this series, in 1974 Creighton University 
and St. Joseph Hospital won the 16th annual KMTV Television Award, presented for 
outstanding service to the public.106

In 1975 the TV focus changed from "by Creighton" to "about Creighton" when 
two local TV stations presented programs featuring the School of Medicine and its 
plans for the new hospital. WOW aired "The Hospital of the Future," while KETV 
examined the historical contributions that Creighton and St. Joseph's had made to 
the Omaha community.107

“Dr. Dial”
The telephone, too, provided a medium to Creighton for education and 

service. On January 31,1972, a new medical expert, Dr. Dial, joined the staff of the 
School of Medicine. He was available twenty-four-hours a day, seven days a week, 
and his services were free of charge to the general public. Dr. Dial was really a 
telephone answering service, jointly sponsored as a public service by Creighton 
University and St. Joseph's Hospital, which provided callers a pre-recorded health 
message of about one minute in duration. Topics were changed weekly and were 
chosen with an eye toward informing and educating the layman in language easily 
understood. The messages were scripted by faculty, students and staff at the two 
sponsoring institutions, and the voice of Dr. Dial was Bryce Brasel, editor of the 
Creighton Health Sciences Information Bureau.

The idea originated in Hamburg, Germany, where it was observed by Dr. 
Louis J. Williams, a 1948 Creighton dental graduate. He first took it back to his 
hometown of Casper, Wyoming, and after its success there, suggested it to Dr. 
Robert Heaney. After its inception here, Dr. Dial programs modeled after the 
Creighton program were established in Des Moines, Iowa, Kansas City, Missouri, 
Louisville, Kentucky, San Antonio, Texas and in Mexico. The program was 
extremely popular locally, where the daily number of calls averaged over 600. 
Extensive publicity by the news media at the program's beginning contributed to 
such a massive onslaught on the St. Joseph switchboard that it was broken for several 
days! Dr. Dial was too much of a hit.108

Another telephone service, this one intended for professionals, was the Perinatal 
Hotline service, established in August 1975. This free service was directed by Dr. 
Frank Shepard, Chairman of the Department of OB/GYN, and was also jointly

219



Into The Modern Age, 1970-1980

sponsored by the School of Medicine and St. Joseph Hospital. Operating on a 
twenty-four-hour basis, the hotline provided consultation service for medical 
personnel in outlying hospitals for assistance with labor, delivery and post-partum 
problems.109

Newsmakers, Research and Progress
Much of the favorable attention the School of Medicine received during the 

1970's is attributable to research aimed at specific medical problems. Dr. Richard V. 
Andrews, Assistant Dean of the School of Medicine in the early 1970's and later Dean 
of the Graduate School, encouraged research activities, not only in the School of 
Medicine but throughout the University. As Assistant Dean, he was the first to use 
a Bio-Medical Support Grant to sponsor faculty pilot studies. He established a 
system with peer review of research grant applications, and began an information 
system notifying faculty of research opportunities in their areas of interest. The 
positive results of his efforts were two-fold: first, the dollar amount of research 
support coming into Creighton increased a great deal. Second, and more important, 
the number of Creighton researchers with active investigative projects underway 
increased significantly. These included not only the same group that had always 
done research but those who, for one reason or another, had not previously used 
their talents for research to any extent.

Later, in 1970, as Dean of the Graduate School, Dr. Andrews was the guiding 
force behind the creation of the Office of Research Assistance. This official entity 
gave further impetus to all Health Science research and enabled the School of 
Medicine in particular to receive an increase in grant awards. For example, between 
June 1, 1979, and May 30, 1980, the Health Science schools at Creighton received 
$3,000,951 in direct research, teaching and service awards. Of this amount, the share 
that went to the School of Medicine alone was $2,343,565.110 Dr. Andrews' efforts 
gave many their real start in research.111

Several dedicated physicians have gained national and international recogni
tion in their respective fields, and brought prestige and commendation to them
selves and to Creighton. One such man is Dr. Henry T. Lynch, who gained a national 
reputation in the fight against cancer, and in unraveling the mystery of its incidence 
as it relates to genetics.

Dr. Lynch came to Creighton in 1967 as the 
Chairman of the Preventive Medicine and Public 
Health Department. Here he continued work on a 
study he had begun in 1961 concerning the inherit
ance of cancer within a family structure. Six ex
tended families with unusually high incidences of 
cancer were studied. The largest of the families 
consisted of 550 members, dating back to 1895. Dr. 
Lynch and his collaborator, Anne Krush, developed 
a computerized method of data compilation to ex
plain the "Cancer Family Syndrome."112

In 1969, Dr. Lynch began a five-year local study 
of every cancer case diagnosed in 1964 within 
Omaha's Douglas County, which numbered about 
1,700. Extensive interviews were conducted to ob-
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tain family medical histories, then the information was fed into computers and the 
findings correlated with other studies. This was followed in 1976 by a more specific 
study to investigate the incidence of colon cancer in southeast Nebraska.

Dr. Lynch's cancer studies in the early 1970's led him to launch an all-out war 
against smoking. He designed a radio program entitled the "Smoking Clinic of the 
Airwaves," which won a regional radio award. He also organized anti-smoking 
clinics, where a group of smokers discussed the problem with physicians, dentists 
and, of course, ex-smokers.113

The best vehicle which Dr. Lynch used to bring his 
war against cancer to the public was, quite literally, a 
vehicle -  a sixty-foot trailer outfitted as a mobile cancer 
detection clinic, providing exams free of charge. The first 
of its kind anywhere, this mobile unit was sponsored by 
the Nebraska Regional Medical Program for use in rural 
Nebraska and South Dakota, including Indian reserva
tions. Delayed a while by fund cuts, the clinic trailer 
rolled into use in late summer, 1971. It was manned by 
Creighton physicians, dentists and nurses, and was un
der the direction of Jane (Mrs. Henry) Lynch, R.N. It had 
six exam rooms and contacted as many as 130 patients per 
day. Already by January 1973, 3,000 patients had been 
examined at the Mobile Clinic. Patients were screened for 

cancer of the head, neck, mouth, throat, breast, skin and lymph glands, rectum and 
colon, prostrate gland and pelvic areas. Pap smears, chest X-Rays and mammograms 
were also offered.

This cancer screening unit operated from July 1971 until 1975, and again from 
November 1976 to July 1977. The last segment of time was under the auspices of the 
Iowa Division of the American Cancer Society.114 During this time, the Lynchs 
assisted the University of Iowa School of Medicine in performing screening exams 
in rural Iowa to help control cancer. Funding grants eventually ran out and the 
trailer was not able to continue its mission. The Lynchs, however then arranged to 
outfit a twenty-seven foot Winnebago "Cancer Van," which they took to all parts of 
the country to study cancer families and continue Dr. Lynch's research on hereditary 
cancer links.

Besides all of this, Dr. Lynch had time to publish 
extensively on his findings. His bibliography in
cludes twelve books and over 300 contributions to 
professional journals.115

Dr. Robert Townley (M.D. 1955) brought na
tional recognition to Creighton for his work in the 
field of allergies. In 1972 he conducted tests on the 
effects of detergents which contained enzymes, to 
determine if users developed respiratory allergies.
The Food and Drug Administration had requested 
that Dr. Townley conduct these tests and, at the time,
Creighton was the only center running tests on con
sumers.116 Robert Townly (M.D. 1955).

Dr. Lynch's Mobile Cancer Detection Clinic.
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In 1974 Dr. Townley was made Director of the new Creighton Allergic Disease 
Center (A.D.C.), one of only fifteen such centers nationwide, so designated by the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease. At the time of its inception, the 
"A.D.C." and Dr. Townley received a grant of $62,952 to support research,117 which 
dealt with possible links between genetics and occurences of asthma and allergies. 
The study was further aided in 1977 by a five-year grant of $330,000 from the 
National Institute of Health.118 Early in 1978, the "A.D.C." received a $12,500 state- 
of-the-art computerized spirometer from Boehringer Ingelheim, Ltd. to measure air 
capacity of the lungs.119

Besides these activities, Dr. Townley was active in publishing, contributing to 
the literature over twenty-three professional journal articles and almost fifty ab
stracts during this decade alone. Bringing further recognition to Creighton, he also 
distinguished himself as President of the Nebraska Thoracic Society in 1970 and by 
serving on its Board of Directors. In 1973-74 he was a member of a Presidential Task 
Force for N.H.L.I. to implement and set priorities for the Kennedy Rogers bill for 
heart, lung and blood research. He continues at the School of Medicine in his 
capacity as Professor in the Department of Medicine, Associate Professor of Micro
biology and Chief of the Allergy Section. He has continued to publish extensively.120

Advances in the area of Cardiology brought national attention to Creighton in 
the 1970's. St. Joseph was continuing the service of electrocardiogram reading by 
telephone, directed by Allen E. Zencka (M.D. 1965), Chief of Electrocardiology. By 
1971 this service was assisting sixty-five hospitals in nine states, averaging 3,200 
electrocardiograms per month.121

In late 1972 "Pacer Check" was added, the first service of its kind in the region. 
This service let heart patients with Pacemakers call long distance from anywhere in 
the world and have their Pacemaker batteries checked by telephone with electronic 
impulses. This allowed batteries to be changed surgically only when really neces
sary and gave patients freedom of movement without fear.122

Several other new cardiac services were introduced. Between 1973 and 1975, 
a new system of sound tracing equipment for diagnosing cardiovascular problems 
was added, as was a computerized EKG reading service, which did some of the 
interpretation and paper work. In March 1974 St. Joseph added a third level of 
coronary care, which followed patients after acute care, and dealt with drug therapy, 
diet, physical and occupational therapy and patient education.123

Initiated in 1975 and modified through 1978, a new computer program was 
used to monitor the electrocardiograms of hospitalized heart patients continuously, 
watching especially for PVC's (premature ventricular contractions). This was the 
largest such system in the country. Advantages of the computerized system, in 
addition to minimizing normal human oversight, was the ability to monitor many 
patients simultaneously without confusion or distraction, to signal alarm condi
tions, to recall and print out conditions at any given time, and to store all information 
for up to one week for later recall.124

In 1978 Creighton University's Cardiology Division expanded its services in 
three ways. Holter monitoring was added, by which a small recorder was strapped 
to a patient's body to monitor the heart over a twenty-four hour period and record 
any unusual heart activity. The tape was then correlated with a diary of physical 
activity kept by the patient. Secondly, the computer arrhythmia monitoring system 
described above was extended to smaller, regional hospitals via telephone. And 
third, small community hospitals were given non-invasive diagnostic equipment,
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such as EKG equipment and a portable treadmill, for use on a regularly scheduled 
basis.125 A van staffed by cardiologists and technicians brought these services to 
eight outlying communities in southwest Iowa and eastern Nebraska sixteen days 
per month, thus saving patients the trip into Omaha.126

Dr. Ibert Wells, Chairman of the Biochemistry Department, helped bring 
national attention to the study of cholesterol and atherosclerosis with his investiga
tive work in the 1970's. Grants from the John A. Hartford Foundation allowed him 
to continue his research, begun in 1968.127

Dr. Robert P. Heaney, Creighton's Vice President for 
Health Sciences, continued to gain international renown 
during this decade for his pioneering work in the field of 
osteoporosis. Begun in 1955 as a study of bones in general, 
Dr. Heaney narrowed his research focus to osteoporosis in 
1967, and was joined in this by Dr. Paul Saville in 1969. The 
bulk of Dr. Heaney's twenty-year study took place during 
the 1970's at the Metabolic Unit at St. Joseph's Hospital, 
which he and Dr. Thomas J. Skillman had helped to establish 
in 1964. Financed by the NIH, Dr. Heaney's study kept tabs 
on a group of 165 pre-menopausal nuns every five years for 
the duration of the program. Metabolic tests and a physical 
were conducted on these women, chosen because women 
develop bone disease more often than do men, and because 

nuns are less mobile and more disciplined, and therefore more likely to follow 
through with the study for its duration.128

In addition to his research efforts, Dr. Heaney's many other professional 
activities during the 1970's helped to shine a spotlight on our School of Medicine. He 
served as a consultant on several national scientific and educational committees, 
including the American Institute of Biological Sciences Medical Sciences Advisory 
Panel of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, from 1976-1980. He 
was a member and chairman of the Board of Directors of the Association for 
Academic Health Centers. Locally, he served on the Board of Directors and 
Executive Committee of the Health Planning Council of the Midlands. He published 
extensively in abstracts, journal articles, monographs and book chapters, and was 
on the editorial boards of several national publications.129

One other event early in the decade highlighted the innovative spirit of 
progressive medicine at Creighton. In June 1972 an operation never attempted in 
Omaha was performed by a School of Medicine surgeon and a School of Dentistry 
periodontist. A patient had lost to pyorrhea between 50-60% of bone supporting her 
teeth. The surgeon removed hipbone marrow and the periodontist injected this 
around the teeth, jaw bone and remaining gums to regenerate, successfully, the bone 
support of the teeth.130

A Sign of the Times
Like all events, institutions and even people, the School of Medicine did not 

exist in a vacuum. It was a part of the world in which it functioned, and was shaped 
by, and in turn, helped shape the issues of the day as they related to it. Here's how 
Creighton dealt with several timely issues:

Human reproduction, specifically birth control and abortion, were significant 
medical issues following the Supreme Court decision of 1973, especially within the
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Catholic community which took a firm stand opposed to abortion. Addressing an 
Award's Banquet in April 1973, Dean Holthaus stated his conclusion, that abortion 
cannot be justified.131

A Creightonian article of February 1978 reviewed the School of Medicine stance 
on the issue. Although Creighton didn't ask applicants their views on abortion, as 
did some medical schools, it did not teach the procedure, nor did it employ faculty 
who did. Dr. Holthaus said, "We are unalterably opposed to abortion. We do not 
perform any. We don't teach anyone to perform any."132

An alternative to other birth control methods was introduced at Creighton 
when Dr. Thomas W. Hilgers joined the faculty in 1977 as Assistant Professor of OB/ 
GYN, and established the Creighton Natural Family Planning Education and 
Research Center. The Center presented a three-month natural family planning 
program centering on the ovulation method, which Dr. Hilgers had been research
ing since 1972. In November 1978 the School of Medicine became the only U.S. 
medical center, and perhaps the only one in the world, to offer a Certificate of 
Instruction in Natural Family Planning, based on this program. For the 
first class, all forty seats were filled, with students coming from as far 
away as Chile, London and Canada. Furthermore, the November 1978 
issue of Obstetrics and Gynecology featured an article on Dr. Hilger's 
research in this area.133

To follow up, in September 1980 the Creighton program was 
expanded to include a Natural Family Planning Educator Course, the 
first advanced professional training curriculum developed to prepare 
others to teach the method. In the Spring of 1983 Sister Nuala O'Connor, 
a nurse and midwife from Manchester, England, became the first 
international graduate of this course.134 In Autumn 1984 the course was 
among the first to receive accreditation from the American Academy of 
Natural Family Planning, a new accreditation body. Dr. Hilgers said 
that the program became known as The Creighton Model, and gener
ated at least eight others like it nation-wide.135

What Rivalry?
"Omaha is one of the smallest cities in the United States with two medical 

schools,"136 noted Dr. Holthaus in 1977, referring to the School of Medicine and the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center. Indeed, for much of the two schools' 
histories, it seemed that perhaps Omaha was too small for both schools. The rivalry 
between the two has been noted, as has been the fact that it was this very rivalry 
among physician groups which perhaps resulted in the founding of the Creighton 
School of Medicine in the first place. But also noted were the early seeds of 
cooperation between the two schools, planted in the 1950's and patiently nourished. 
These seeds sprouted during the 1970's, as the two schools, like others nationwide, 
realized the importance of working together to avoid costly duplication.

In April 1971 the two medical schools formed the Creighton-Nebraska Univer
sities Health Foundation, a non-profit organization whose goal was to facilitate joint 
service and education programs. Shared use of the schools' highly specialized 
equipment and facilities, cooperative development of graduate training and profes
sional educational programs, and efficient, unified offerings of health service to the 
public were some of the foundation's specific intents. The corporate structure

Dr. Hilgers and Sister O'Connor.
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included three directors from each school. Creighton's representatives were Dr. 
Robert P. Heaney, Dr. Joseph M. Holthaus and James B. Moore, a member of 
Creighton's Board of Directors.137

The first product of this foundation was the creation of a joint residency 
program in Neurology, begun July 1, 1972.138 At the same time, the Neurology 
programs at both schools were combined, with faculty holding reciprocal appoint
ments and students sharing classes and clinical experiences. This was followed by 
an announcement in September 1974 that for the first time ever, the two schools 
would share a department chairperson. Dr. Donald R. Bennett was named Chair of 
the Neurology Department at both schools. The School of Medicine at this time 
established Neurology as a department separate from Psychiatry.139 In 1976 the two 
schools continued their cooperation with the establishment of a joint program in 
Dermatology.140

One other area of cooperation involved the joint administration of a three-year 
$498,301 grant from the National Cancer Institute to conduct a cervical cancer 
screening program in Nebraska. Dr. Robert Luby (M.D. 1952), Chairman of the 
Creighton OB/GYN Department, supervised implementation of the program.141

Refugee Physicians
When South Vietnam fell to the Communists in 1975, prominent Vietnamese 

citizens, among them many physicians, fled their country and sought asylum here 
in the United States. In June 1975 Creighton and the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center cooperated in a unique program to prepare a group of twenty-seven 
Vietnamese physicians to begin new lives as rural Nebraska physicians. At the same 
time, this was to help alleviate the severe shortage of physicians in outlying smaller 
communities.

It was decided that the University of Nebraska would be responsible for 
preparing the physicians to practice medicine the American way, part of which 
meant passing the required federal and state medical exams. But before they could 
do this, intensive language training and cultural orientation had to be given the 
group of physicians and their families. Dr. Robert Heaney, together with Don 
Offenburger, Athletic Director, made the necessary arrangements at Creighton. A 
program was established with the Creighton University English and Modern 
Language Departments to teach English. The students were housed in dorms for the 
summer of 1975, and acculturation began in earnest. Many things, such as food, 
recreation, lectures, shopping and field trips, were used to help the Vietnamese 
understand and adapt to their new country. By September the physicians and their 
families were ready to move on, many living in their host communities while 
shifting to full-time medical studies at the University of Nebraska. The School of 
Medicine, the College of Arts and Sciences and the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center were highly commended for this pilot program. Nebraska was the first and 
only state at the time to have such a coordinated language, aculturation and medical 
program for Vietnamese physician refugees.142

Shortage
The 1970's were a time when Americans learned that some things were in short 

supply, such as gasoline and energy. For many American medical schools, Creigh
ton included, the shortage experienced was of anatomical material -  enough
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cadavers to efficiently train new doctors. The School of Medicine was intensely 
appreciative of the donors they did have. In 1970, in addition to the traditional 
annual funeral Mass celebrated for donors used by the Schools of Medicine and 
Dentistry, a graveside service at St. Mary Magdalene Cemetery was added.143

Yet the School of Medicine continued to find it 
necessary to assign six to nine students to one cadaver, 
when the optimum number was really four students. Dr.
Julian Baumel, Professor of Anatomy and also Head of 
the State Anatomical Board of Nebraska, helped to get 
passed The Uniform Anatomical Gift Act, which took 
effect August 27,1971. This act, which made it possible 
for relatives of the deceased to donate a body for medical 
purposes, did result in an increase of donors, but the 
shortage problem remained to some extent throughout 
the decade.144

The 1970's did see the development of a new method 
of cadaver storage at Creighton and transfer from the 
University of Nebraska morgue (the central state collec
tion point for the Anatomical Board) to the School of Medicine morgue. The new 
method, replacing fluid storage, involved sealing each cadaver in an individual, 
opaque, heavy plastic container. The yearly transfer from one school to the other had 
always been somewhat of a problem. Brother Frank Jelinek, Superintendent of 
Buildings and Grounds at Creighton, said that for many years, lacking any volun
teers to do the job, he was personally responsible for driving a truck to the Nebraska 
morgue and picking up Creighton's allotment of "anatomical material."145 Prob
lems were sometimes encountered which the new system was designed to solve.146

i y§*
Dr. Julian Baumel.

Other Timely Issues
Several other concerns of the decade and Creighton's response to them:
-  The rights of women and minorities were two significant issues. The School 

of Medicine had always been cognizant of these concerns, but the late 1960's and 
early 1970's brought them to the national forefront. Creighton, like all institutions 
nationwide at the time, had to deal with them in a more concerted, organized 
manner. The School of Medicine's response will be found in a separate chapter 
within this publication.

-  Sickle cell anemia, found almost exclusively among black people, was a 
disease receiving increased attention during the 1970's. The Community Pediatrics 
Program, under Dr. Matilda Mclntire of the Pediatrics Department of the School of 
Medicine, began a sickle cell anemia screening program. Conducted within the 
Omaha Public Schools, the program was begun in March 1974. Children and young 
adults were checked for the disease, and appropriate referral action taken if 
necessary.

-  Physicians during the 1970's experienced the beginnings of the malpractice 
insurance escalation. Despite the fact that Nebraska had one of the lowest malprac
tice insurance rates in the country, the malpractice insurance premium for St. Joseph 
Hospital increased from $70,000 to $700,000 from 1975 to 1976. In April 1976 the 
Creighton Medical Student Political Affairs Committee sponsored a symposium on 
the subject. Attending were about 200 faculty, medical and law students, and 
attorneys.147 (It did not change anything.)
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-  The HMO (Health Maintenance Organization) concept of health care was 
up and coming during the 1970's. In 1973 the School of Medicine was one of only 
five medical centers nationwide to receive a $10,000 HMO planning grant from the 
Association of American Medical Colleges. This grant was to help determine how 
HMO's could relate to academic medical centers. Dr. Michael Haller of the Family 
Practice Department was instrumental in helping to determine the feasibility of 
HMO's at Creighton. A 1973 Creighton Alumnews article featuring an interview with 
Dr. Holthaus on the subject of HMO's was prophetic. It was entitled "HMO's -  
Loved or Hated, They are Going to be Part of U.S. Health Care."148

-  Concern for the medically indigent increased during this decade. In May 
1979 the Department of Pediatrics received a $600,880 grant from the U.S. Depart
ment of Agriculture to finance and administer the Supplemental Feeding Program 
for Women, Infants and Children (W.I.C.). Serving about 1,500 participants, the 
program was designed to improve nutrition for targeted groups by providing 
nutrition education and specific foods needed in a balanced diet.149

Student Affairs
Dr. Richard Andrews, who was Assistant Dean of the School of Medicine 

during the early 1970's, observed around him a "new complexion of student body" 
during this decade. "In the seventies, what we had inherited was the fallout from 
the sixties so there was a great deal more student assertiveness that sometimes 
caught medical faculty members by surprise." Furthermore, he said that the 
Creighton medical students of the decade were a much more diverse group than 
they had been in previous years. There were more and different ethnic and racial 
backgrounds, and more women.150

Students were truly individuals, yet collectively were products of their time. 
Perhaps no other decade of medical students could have produced "The Sweathogs," 
as the class of 1979 was known affectionately (and sometimes not so affectionately?) 
by faculty and students alike. Named after a class of high schoolers in Welcome Back 
Kotter, a popular seventies TV show, The Sweathogs had as a spokesman The 
Cosmic Caduceus. At their ten-year reunion in 1989, The Sweathogs had still not lost 
their sense of humor. At their formal reunion banquet, they required "coat, tie and 
snout."

Listed briefly below are some events which "The Sweathogs" and other classes 
of the 1970's may remember:

-  In June 1971 a pilot program was begun with Creighton interns at St. 
Joseph's Hospital. "Pilot" program is meant literally. Dr. Michael Haller (M.D. 
1961), Director of the Family Practice Program and later its first department 
chairman, established a program of airplane flight instruction, first for interns and 
residents, and later expanded to include medical students and wives of faculty, 
residents and students. Creighton was the only medical school in the country to 
have such a program. Besides flying for personal satisfaction, Dr. Haller reasoned 
that faster mobility to larger cities would make practice in a rural community more 
desirable. This in turn could help to alleviate the rural physician shortage in 
Nebraska and other Midwestern states.151

-  According to the October 3,1971, Omaha World Herald, "Creighton Uni
versity School of Medicine now can join the 'We are No. 1' chorus heard so 
frequently in Nebraska."152 The senior class of 1971 who took National Boards
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Head Chef Tom Ruma (M.D. 1975).

ranked first in the nation on the surgical portion of the 
exam. Overall, they ranked 25th out of 77 schools 
which had at least twenty-five students examined. 
Dr. Holthaus noted steady improvement in overall 
rank, from middle third the previous year to upper 
third in 1971.

-  In February 1972 the class of 1975, as freshmen, 
served a huge, free Italian lunch to any and all takers 
"for the fun of it" and to celebrate the finish of a big 
test. Served in a lab, cooked over a Bunsen burner, 
with wine served in 
beakers and center- 
pieces of anatomical 
models, the meal was 
like no other meal one 
was likely to experi

ence. Dr. Tom Ruma (M.D. 1975) served as the 
officiating chef, offering mostaccioli, salad, Italian 
bread, antipasto, banana bread and wine free to all.153

-  The graduating class of 1973 had its own 
yearbook, entitled MD Creighton. James Carlson 
(M.D. 1973) began taking photographs of all aspects 
of his medical education and classmates early in his 
freshman year at Creighton. At the end of his senior 
year, he compiled this massive pictorial record, added 
appropriate commentary by faculty and students, Laboratory feast, 

and offered it to his classmates. It provided a very
special record of their medical school experience.

-  In late March 1974 Gary Suenaga, a medical sophomore who would have 
graduated with the class of 1976, was killed in a auto accident. A classmate 
established the Gary Suenaga Memorial Loan Fund, which for years afterward gave 
short-term financial assistance to medical students with emergency or unantici
pated financial needs.154 At the May 15,1976
commencement, Gary Suenaga was awarded, 
posthumously, a Bachelor of Science in Basic 
Medical Sciences.155

-  During the 1970's as Creighton was 
expanding its class size, more transfer stu
dents from other institutions were accepted 
into advanced standing at Creighton than was 
the case previously or since. Students from 
foreign medical schools, especially from the 
medical school in Guadalajara, Mexico, were 
more in evidence here. The graduating class 
of 1975, for example, had five graduates who 
had begun their medical education in 
Guadalajara. According to Dr. Richard 
Andrews, the transfer students ranged from 
very good to excellent in quality.156

Members of "Sisson's Raiders", pathology fellowship participants, summer 
1972. Left to right: Mark "Buzz'' Burlingame; Bob Burnett; Diane Thiel and 
Roger Haley, all 1975 graduates. (Courtesy Dr. Diane Thiel.)
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-  In 1976 medical students were upset by a Department of Defense announce
ment that military physician scholarships were to be reclassified as taxable income. 
Initially, these scholarships were tax-free to students who agreed to spend time after 
graduation as Army, Navy, Air Force or Public Health Service physicians. At the 
time, 110 out of 440 Creighton medical students belonged to some branch of this 
program.157

-  In 1977 a strange medical mystery surfaced concerning the class of 1970. 
Seven of the eighty-four-member class had developed cancer. Three of that number 
had died by 1977, one each from California, Oregon and New York. A member of 
the class contacted Creighton officials and asked them to investigate this strange 
phenomenon of such a large number of one class of young persons developing 
cancer. Dr. Henry Lynch, Creighton's cancer expert, began an investigation. The 
only fact unearthed that connected the graduates stricken with cancer was they they 
had last names in the same section of the alphabet, and because of this, five of them 
had shared a lab at some point in their medical educations. It was concluded that 
the statistics involved could be explained by chance alone.158

-  A new medical student newspaper, Arrhythmia, began publication in No
vember 1970. In 1979 it changed to a more polished, magazine-style layout. Still later 
it converted to an abbreviated newsletter format.

Rev. James E. Hoff, S.J., Acting Dean.

Resignation and Controversy
On November 3, 1980, Dr. Joseph Holthaus 

resigned as Dean of the Creighton School of Medi
cine. The weeks prior to his resignation had been 
ones of considerable friction for the school. At issue 
was the length of service of both department chair
persons and college deans. On the books was a policy 
that department chairmen should ordinarily serve a 
maximum term of nine years and deans of colleges 
should have a ten-year maximum limit. In October 
1980 Dr. Robert Heaney, in his role as Vice President 
of Health Sciences, along with Rev. Michael G. 
Morrison, academic Vice President, issued a memo
randum reminding everyone of this official policy.

Considering all of Creighton University, this memo would have had the 
greatest impact in the School of Medicine where seven chairmen would have 
reached their nine-year limit, all within one year of each other. Furthermore, Dr. 
Holthaus himself was just past the ten-year mark in his capacity as Dean of the 
School.159

There was a great deal of agitation for exceptions to be made to these policies. 
Many felt that to fill such a large number of department chairs all at once would be 
too expensive and unnecessarily disruptive. Dr. Holthaus himself felt this to be the 
case. Medical faculty filed a formal appeal of the so-called Nine-Year Rule for 
department chairmen.

There were problems generated by the Ten-Year Rule for Deans' tenure as 
well. Dr. Holthaus was tremendously respected and popular, with faculty and 
students alike. Many felt that his removal was not in the best interests of the school. 
The School of Medicine Alumni Advisory Council adopted a resolution that Dr.
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Holthaus be retained as Dean. More than 100 medical faculty members adopted a 
similar resolution and forwarded it to University President Rev. Matthew Creigh
ton, asking that Dr. Holthaus' resignation not be accepted.160

Despite all of these protests, Dr. Holthaus did resign and began a year-long 
sabbatical to update himself in his field of gastroenterology. An acting dean was 
appointed, whose choice was somewhat unconventional and certainly a surprise to 
all. The Rev. James E. Hoff, a Jesuit and non-physician, was the new Acting Dean.

At the time of his resignation, Dr. Holthaus remained ever the gentleman. He 
asked for continued support for the School of Medicine and for his successor. He 
called his years in administration "golden ones" and further stated:

I can look over the past several years with a sense of satisfaction in 
what has been accomplished by the School and the role which I 
played therein. I realize that I can't be Dean forever, that the 
University rules are basically sound, and that now really is a good 
time for me personally to step down.161

The administration of Dr. Holthaus dur
ing the 1970's was truly one of "golden years" 
for the School of Medicine. Dr. Holthaus has 
every reason to feel proud. A successful build
ing program, a new teaching hospital, in
creased full-time faculty, an enlarged student 
body, a more firm financial footing, an en
hanced reputation -  all of these were evi
denced under the Holthaus leadership. Per
haps just as significant for the School of Medi
cine was the style of leadership which Dr. 
Holthaus came to typify. He was regarded by 
all as an ideal gentleman, a "people person" 
whose integrity, honesty and sense of per
sonal involvement and caring go a long way 
toward explaining the phenomenal growth 
and progress experienced by the School of 
Medicine during the decade of the seventies.

Aerial view, Creighton campus in the 1980's.
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Building For The Future -1980 Forward

The history of the Creighton School of Medicine during the last decade can be 
characterized as a period of prosperity and growth. Not only has there been a 
significant advance in faculty size, but additions to the faculty have held increas
ingly prestigious credentials and reputations. New programs have been established 
at the School, including the many Centers of Excellence, which have strengthened 
Creighton's reputation as a regional health center. The decade has also been a time 
of financial stability, enabling the School to maintain excellent facilities and to utilize 
advanced technology to teach and heal. There has been a dramatic increase in 
sponsored research at the School, which in turn has lead to significant contributions 
to medical knowledge. Of equal importance, the School of Medicine has continued 
its primary mission of educating competent, caring physicians for the future. Under 
the leadership of Dr. Richard L. O'Brien, this further development of the School of 
Medicine during the last decade has made the name Creighton synonymous with 
quality medicine, and has laid a firm foundation for a bright future.

The early 1980's was a time of administrative transition for the School of 
Medicine. The deanship of the School changed not once, but twice. A new Acting 
Dean was appointed in 1980, followed by a permanent Dean in 1982; a change was 
also made in the office of the Vice President for Health Sciences. In 1984 an Acting 
Vice President for Health Sciences was appointed and made permanent in 1985. 
Furthermore, in 1984, St. Joseph Hospital, our principal teaching facility, was sold 
to an international corporation. This sale generated much controversy at the time, 
but it provided substantial benefits.

New Leadership
On November 3,1980, Dr. Joseph M. Holthaus 

resigned in response to administrative reiteration of 
the ten-year rule for the tenure of deans. Dr. Robert 
Heaney, then Vice President for Health Sciences, 
described the situation:

In the interim the medical school was 
so torn apart.. there were factions and 
problems, it was so torn on the issue, 
and so destructive of one another, it 
was a hotbed of snakes. If I had 
appointed this person or that person or 
the other person as dean, interim acting 
dean while we were searching for a replacement, it might have torn 
it further apart. So I pulled a surprise on the faculty, and appointed 
Father Jim Hoff.1

Father James Erwin Hoff's background was unconventional for a medical 
administrator. A native of Milwaukee, he pursued a pre-med course at the 
University of Notre Dame and Marquette University, was accepted into the fresh
man medical class at Marquette in 1953, but instead decided to pursue a priestly 
vocation. He earned a B.S. in Biology and an M. A. in Philosophy at Spring Hill
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Rev. James E. Hoff, S.J., Acting Dean 
1980-1982.

College, Mobile, Alabama, an M. A. in Theology from 
St. Louis University and a Ph.D. in Theology from 
Gregorian University in Rome. After serving for five 
years as Director of Novices at Jesuit College in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, he studied legal and ethical issues 
in health care at Tufts Medical School, Harvard Uni
versity and Boston University Law School.

He first came temporarily to Creighton in 1969 
as Assistant Professor of Theology, then returned in 
1976 as Associate Professor of Ethics in the Health 
Sciences. In addition, he held an Associate Professor 
appointment in the Department of Medical Jurispru
dence and Humanities at the University of Nebraska 
College of Medicine. He became known in the Omaha 

area for his involvement with the cause of terminally ill patients and his advocacy 
of the hospice movement.2 At the time of his appointment as Acting Dean, he was 
one of only eight medical school deans in the United States not holding an M.D. 
degree, and the only one of the 125 who was a priest.3

His appointment, according to Dr. Heaney, "completely knocked the Medical 
School off their stride". Yet Dr. Heaney recalls that it was a good choice, since Father 
Hoff "knew the territory and he had a clean record . . .  he was a neutral person."4 
Father Hoff had not been a part of the turmoil which had involved the School in the 
preceding months so was able to assume the position politically unencumbered.

Beginning in May 1981 a Search Committee 
chaired by Dr. Raymond W. Shaddy began looking 
for a permanent dean. A field of eighty-one candi
dates was narrowed to thirty-nine, and interviews 
were held. In May 1982 it was announced that 
effective November 1, Dr. Richard L. O'Brien, a 1960 
Creighton School of Medicine graduate, would re
turn to his Alma Mater in the capacity of Dean.

Dr. O'Brien brought back to Creighton his ex
tensive experience in many aspects of academic, clini
cal and research medicine. Following graduation 
from the Medical School, he served his internship 
and residency in Internal Medicine at Bellevue Hos
pital in New York City. He then accepted a two-year 
post-doctoral fellowship from the National Institute 
of Health serving at the University of Wisconsin
Institute for Enzyme Research. The two years following that were spent as a Captain 
in the U.S. Army serving as Assistant Chief, Department of Molecular Biology at the 
Walter Reed Army Institute of Research in Washington, D.C. He then joined the 
faculty of the University of Southern California School of Medicine Department of 
Pathology as Assistant Professor, becoming a full Professor in 1976. At USC, in 
addition to teaching responsibilities for students at all levels of medical education, 
Dr. O'Brien had administrative responsibilities of increasing importance, culminat
ing with his appointment as Director of the USC Cancer Center and Kenneth Norris 
Jr. Cancer Hospital and Research Institute. Concurrent with these activities, he 
continued his research endeavors, earning a national reputation in cell biology and 
cellular immunology.5

Richard L. O'Brien (M.D. 1960), Dean 
1982-
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Soon after becoming Dean, Dr. O'Brien addressed the following remarks to 
Medical alumni in the December 1982 Creighton University Health Science News:

My primary reason for returning is the opportunity to assist and 
guide faculty members and students of this school, toward which 
I feel strong bonds of loyalty, to realize their potential. I want to 
participate in the School of Medicine's being a great institution 
which provides for its students an outstanding education, 
opportunities to develop any of the many careers available to 
physicians, and which contributes in major and constructive ways 
to the advancement of the science and art of medicine.6

Beginning in April 1984, Dr. O'Brien had occasion to expand his scope of 
assistance and guidance at Creighton to include not only the School of Medicine, but 
all of the Health Science schools. At that time he was appointed Acting Vice 
President for Health Sciences, replacing Dr. Robert Heaney in that office.

Dr. Heaney had been Vice President for Health Sciences since 1971. In March 
1983 he became the first incumbent of the newly created John A. Creighton 
University Professorship. This was a new faculty post, outside usual departmental 
organizational structures, whose flexibility allowed for research, teaching and 
special projects. A search committee was established in 1983 to aid in the selection 
of a new Vice President for Health Sciences. Dr. Heaney continued to serve until his 
successor could be found.

Effective April 23, 1984, Dr. O'Brien was named Acting Vice President for 
Health Sciences for a period of one year, in addition to his duties as Dean of the 
School of Medicine. After another extensive search, in June 1985 Dr. O'Brien's Vice 
Presidential appointment became permanent.7 This consolidation meant that Dr. 
O'Brien was not only the chief administrator of the School of Medicine, but had 
responsibility for overall administration of the other Health Science schools and 
programs as well: Nursing, Dentistry, Pharmacy and Allied Health Schools, the Bio- 
Information Center and the Health Sciences Instructional Research and Pastoral 
programs. He was also the principal liaison with St. Joseph Hospital. As Vice 
President for Health Sciences, he was his own supervisor in the capacity of Dean of 
the School of Medicine. Later in August 1991, as he approached his tenth academic 
year as Dean, Dr. O'Brien announced that he would vacate the office effective July 
1,1992, and devote his full efforts to the office of Vice President for Health Sciences.

Sale of the Century
Late in 1983, American Medical International (AMI) expressed interest in the 

possible purchase of St. Joseph Hospital. AMI was an investor-owned health 
management firm based in Beverly Hills, California, which had $2.22 billion in 
revenue and $129.3 million in net income during 1983. It operated some 160 health 
care facilities nationwide, 111 of them hospitals, several hospitals overseas, and was 
the second highest profit-making hospital corporation in the United States.8

St. Joseph, it will be remembered, was owned and operated by the nonprofit 
Creighton Omaha Regional Health Care Corporation. The financial structure of the 
hospital was stable at the time, yet there was much concern for the future. A study 
done in 1983 by a consulting firm concluded that for continued survival and growth,
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St. Joseph Hospital would need to affiliate with a hospital group. The hospital still 
owed roughly $64 million from its construction. In addition, Dr. O'Brien noted, in 
April 1984:

We intend to continue to care for the poor and to continue our 
teaching mission. But quite frankly, the cost of indigent care 
threatens us. The hospital needs to find a way to cover the cost of 
indigent care, to offer more competitive rates and to have future 
funds for replacing equipment and upgrading facilities.9

Objections were many to the proposed sale. A primary complaint was the for- 
profit nature of AMI. Questions were raised as to how the Catholic mission of the 
hospital could continue in a for-profit structure. What would happen to Omaha 
indigent medical care, the bulk of which St. Joseph had always shouldered, if the 
profit motive were involved? How could a Catholic identity be maintained as part 
of a for-profit chain? Continued membership in the Catholic Health Association 
might be challenged if such a transition were made.

Loss of local control was another issue raised by dissenters. The issue of 
abortions being done at other AMI-owned hospitals was a concern. Many of those 
who objected to the proposed sale felt the hospital did indeed need to consider some 
sort of group affiliation, but since finances were not presently critical, they felt more 
time should be taken to explore other alternatives.

Controversy continued but exploratory negotiations began with the AMI 
group in April 1984. Two Creighton/St. Joseph assessment teams visited an AMI- 
owned hospital in Birmingham, Alabama -  Brookwood Medical Center -  late that 
month. Chosen because of its similarity to St. Joseph in size and teaching programs, 
Brookwood stood up well under Creighton scrutiny when team members observed 
facilities and operations and talked at length with staff.10

AMI made a formal proposal in May 1984 to pur
chase St. Joseph Hospital. After more discussions, St.
Joseph Hospital, AMI and Creighton University reached 
an agreement in principle early the next month, and a 
Certificate of Need was filed with the Nebraska State 
Department of Health Review Committee as required by 
state law. A final contract was signed by all parties 
August 17,1984. Approval was given by the State Need 
Committee on October 11, and by November 1984, after 
the thirty-day appeal period had expired, the sale was 
completed. St. Joseph Hospital was now part of Ameri
can Medical International, one of the first times in history 
that an academic medical center had merged with an 
investor-owned health care corporation.

Why was the Hospital sold to American Medical International, despite all the 
initial controversy and objections? The answer lies in the terms of the sales 
agreement. Creighton officials believed that the sale best assured the future 
financial health of the hospital and its participation in the School's teaching mission. 
Objections had been effectively answered by AMI and others, and the advantages 
of the sale for the future of the School were evident. Key points of the sales 
agreement included the following:
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-  American Medical International was to pay $99.3 million to the Creighton 
Omaha Regional Health Care Corporation for the purchase of the hospital.

-  After St. Joseph's outstanding debt was paid, the remaining sales proceeds, 
between $35 million and $40 million, would be used to establish an Omaha-based, 
non-profit, tax exempt foundation (later named the Health Future Foundation). The 
income from this initial endowment would be used to finance teaching, research and 
program development for the Health Science schools at Creighton and also aid in 
financing continued indigent care at St. Joseph.

-  St. Joseph Hospital would remain a Catholic hospital. AMI was legally 
bound to maintain "the Catholic mission, tradition, values, tenets and name of St. 
Joseph Hospital." All pastoral programs would remain intact.

-  AMI would provide a $3 million outright gift to the Foundation on behalf 
of the Health Science schools of Creighton University.

-  The St. Joseph policy on indigent care would not be changed. The new 
foundation established by the proceeds of the sale would provide $1 million per year 
to partially offset indigent care costs, until other sources of community/ government 
support could be identified.

-  Abortions would not be performed at St. Joseph or any other facilities in the 
Omaha area which AMI might acquire at a future date.

-  AMI was legally bound to spend about $10 million between 1984 and 1989 
for new equipment and parking facilities at the hospital.

-  AMI would provide a grant of $200,000 annually for a period of ten years to 
establish a Center for the Study of Health Policy and Ethics at Creighton University.

-  Hospital policy would be formulated at the local level by a Board of 
Directors, a majority of whom would be composed of representatives of the Omaha 
lay community, St. Joseph medical staff, Creighton University and Boys Town 
Institute. AMI would have only three representatives on the Board, one of which 
would be John C. Gaffney, the hospital's President/Chief Operating Officer.

-  AMI would honor all existing affiliations for teaching programs with the 
Creighton University Health Science schools, and all commitments in effect with the 
Boys Town National Institute for Communication Disorders in Children.

-  St. Joseph would become a "flagship" hospital in the AMI group, a model 
for other AMI facilities nationwide.

-  There would be no change in employee status, seniority or benefits, nor in 
volunteer programs maintained at the hospital.

-  AMI would conduct a feasibility study within three years to determine how 
and where to proceed with a new Center for Mental Health.

-  If AMI should be unable or unwilling to fulfill its contractual commitments 
to St. Joseph, or if it should be acquired by another entity, the Creighton Omaha 
Regional Health Care Corporation and/or Creighton University would have the 
right to repurchase the hospital from AMI. Further, AMI would provide 80 percent 
of the funding to do so.11

Additionally, the sale gave St. Joseph the advantage of scale, meaning that 
AMI, as a large management organization, could save money by buying necessities 
in large volume, could use centralized services which avoided duplication, and 
could provide access to capital to be reinvested in research and education.12 
Furthermore, a for-profit hospital, as opposed to a tax-exempt entity, would benefit 
the community in the form of state and local taxes, estimated to be more than $4 
million in 1984.13
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All parties to the agreement were enthusiastic. Walter L. Weisman, President 
and Chief Operating Officer of AMI, noted:

Saint Joseph Hospital is an institution of extraordinary tradition, 
extraordinary prestige and -  most importantly of all -  extraordinary 
merit, presently and prospectively. We wanted to come together 
with an institution of this kind of excellence and grow with it.14

The Creighton University viewpoint was summed up by President Father 
Michael Morrison:

With the ominous changes facing all hospitals at this time regarding 
health care reimbursement, this merger will provide Saint Joseph 
Hospital the long-term financial security needed to guarantee the 
continuation of its traditional mission. The merger can only enhance 
the health science education programs of Creighton University and 
enable us to pursue better our goal of becoming one of the premier 
academic medical centers in the United States. The opportunity for 
this affiliation at this particular time in our history, I believe, can 
only be regarded as providential.15

Curriculum Changes
A continuous problem for every medical school is dealing with an ever

growing body of medical knowledge. In the years when the John A. Creighton 
Medical College was founded, it was the happy hope of medical educators that all 
licensed physicians would share the same body of knowledge. Even then, however, 
some recognition of specialty fields was developing, and this gradually evolved into 
our present situation in which every new medical school graduate is expected to 
continue years of learning and training in just one area of medicine. Extending the 
years of study and dividing medicine into specialty fields has helped cope with the 
over-burdening knowledge problem, but there still remains a staggering amount of 
medical information which every school wants students to obtain by the time they 
graduate and select their particular specialty for continued study. Every curriculum 
committee has grappled with the constant question of what basic material should be 
included in a core curriculum and what is the best way to instruct medical students 
to insure that they understand and retain that core information.

The Creighton School of Medicine, like other medical schools, made interest
ing curriculum changes over the years. Thirty or forty years ago, Creighton students 
spent hundreds of hours in laboratory activities in keeping with an educational 
dictum that doing and seeing is important for learning and retention. Although we 
accepted the truth of that principle, the pressure to provide more knowledge 
interfered with its practice. Students complained that lengthy laboratory hours 
were less valuable than the same time spent in intensive, individual study. With no 
penalty for lack of attendance in basic science courses, students frequently skipped 
lectures, and more often, laboratory sessions. The argument was simple. Why 
spend three hours in laboratory time learning material more easily learned in thirty 
minutes of reading? Arguments to the contrary were not persuasive, and in the 
1950's and increasingly in the 1960's, the time spent in laboratory activities dimin
ished. In recent years, some lab activities with dissection and microscopic study
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have continued, being regarded as most essential and unavoidable but involving 
fewer hours than previously required. Laboratory work in many subjects has 
become more of a demonstration than an activity carried out by the students 
themselves.

Efforts to define and present the core curriculum of each subject has created 
some interesting experimental efforts. During the late 1960's, the School tried a few 
years of block teaching. Medical students would be taught only one subject -  such 
as Anatomy -  intensively, and would complete it in its entirety within a few weeks' 
time. A student would then move on to another subject such as Biochemistry and 
study nothing but Biochemistry for another period of a few weeks. With this 
arrangement, it appeared that many students did quite well, but two problems 
developed. The tremendous teaching demand placed on a single department for a 
few weeks gave the faculty a difficult, unbalanced schedule for the academic year. 
As for the students, many did very well. For those who did not, there developed the 
special problem of failing one of the initial courses and then feeling that they lacked 
the fundamental knowledge to continue with other basic courses. This problem was 
noted by students in the customary curriculum, but the intensity of single-subject 
study seemed to aggravate it. At any rate, after a few years of experimental effort, 
the curriculum slid back to the traditional multi-course pattern.

In the late 1970's, Dr. Robert Heaney advanced the idea of creating a core 
curriculum by defining the essential knowledge base beginning at the top instead of 
at the bottom. Traditionally, the idea had always been to build a curriculum from 
a base of intensive understanding of body structure. On that, an extensive study of 
body function was added, and on that an extensive study of disorder and dysfunc
tion. Dr. Heaney's alternative approach was to decide what needed to be known 
about disorder and dysfunction, and in order to understand that, identify what 
needed to be known about function, and then structure. This approach tended to 
streamline basic science studies by eliminating those elements of basic science not 
essential to clinical learning.

The theory was good, but the procedure proved to be too difficult. For a period 
of more than two years and funded by a special grant from the Kellogg Foundation, 
several teams spent many hours considering every curriculum subject. The final 
result looked impressive, but efforts to institute it ran into endless problems. A 
single course in medical school is not taught by a single instructor. Each presenter

has his or her ideas about the best way to present a 
particular subject and the depth to which that subject 
should be presented. A few courses did follow the 
recommended outline fairly well, but this was not 
continued with any consistency.

Another move to curriculum reform which ap
pears to be more successful was the creation in 1988 
of a new basic science department, Biomedical Sci
ences. Three basic sciences have contended for the 
attention of first year medical students -  Anatomy, 
Physiology and Biochemistry. Each one demanded a 
lot of time and attention from the student. In spite of 
much inter-relatedness in these three subjects, they 
competed for curricular time and position. In 1988 
Dr. Richard O'Brien recruited Richard F. Murphy,Richard F. Murphy, Ph.D.
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Ph.D., a Professor of Biochemistry with much experience in research, teaching and 
administration, to create and serve as Chairman for a single department encompass
ing these three sciences as divisions within the department. To a critical observer the 
increase in coordination and flexibility has been significant. The course presented 
by the Division of Physiology may now easily include some presentations by 
anatomists and biochemists. The flexibility has been even more important to 
graduate students who may now relate easily and comfortably to faculty from any 
one of the three divisions.

Dr. Murphy, Chairman of the Department of Biomedical Sciences, is a native 
of Ireland, and holds Masters degrees in Chemistry and Biochemistry from the 
University College at Cork and a Ph.D. in Biochemistry from the University College 
at Galway. For several years he held the personal chair in Molecular Endocrinology 
at Queen's College in Belfast and was Head of the Department of Biochemistry at 
Queen's College before coming to Creighton in 1988.

Other important changes in the curriculum have been evolutionary rather than 
dramatic. In recent years there has been more emphasis on problem-solving and 
self-instruction. Small group teaching is more common. Requiring all students to 
pass Part I of National Boards before promotion to the junior year has insured that 
each student thoroughly review basic science material before clinical contacts 
become extensive. The Part I rule also provides an external measure of how well 
Creighton students may be doing in comparison with students from other schools 
and assures our own basic science departments that the information in their course 
work meets national standards.

The use of surrogate patients, begun successfully during the 1970's with the 
assistance of a grant and discontinued only because of financial constraints, began 
again in the Fall of 1991. According to Dr. William J. Hunter (M.D. 1971), Associate 
Dean for Academic Affairs, surrogates will initially be used for breast and genito
urinary examinations by sophomore students. The following year, this will be 
expanded to include GYN exams by students in the junior year, and some special
ized medical/surgical exam procedures. Finally, there are plans to use surrogates 
the year following this for structured certifying examinations. The program is 
expected to continue indefinitely.16

Student Affairs
Students now seeking an M.D. degree at the Creighton School of Medicine 

have the same concerns and interests as those who came before them: 1) How to get 
into medical school; 2) How to pay for medical school once accepted; and 3) How 
to stay in medical school and graduate.

For prospective Creighton medical students in the 1980's, getting into medical 
school was difficult. Entrance requirements changed little over the decade, but 
competition for acceptance was intense. Ninety college semester hours were 
required, as a minimum, for admission to the School of Medicine, with preference 
given to those holding a Bachelor's degree. Almost all, in fact, who were accepted 
had graduated from a four-year college before entering the School of Medicine. 
Times had proven Dr. George Simmons incorrect. Quoted in a May 1904 edition of 
the Journal of the American Medical Association, Dr. Simmons had this to say concern
ing medical education entrance requirements:
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All will agree that a full college course before entering on the study 
of medicine would be very nice, but all are not ready to say that it 
is desirable, much less that it should be insisted on. It is too utopian 
to imagine that the minimum requirement for entrance to the 
professional school shall be the full college course... If our allotted 
time on earth were twice as long as it is, the ideal would be the full 
college course, but when it takes till one is twenty-seven, or twenty- 
eight years of age to complete it, it is not ideal.17

In the last decade, the MCAT examination was still an important entrance 
requirement for aspiring medical students and had to be taken a full year before 
projected entry into medical school. The students also had to submit a written 
evaluation from their college Premedical Committee and by the end of the decade 
were required to attend a formal interview on the Creighton campus before 
acceptance to the School of Medicine.

These requirements plus much paperwork and fees did not deter prospective 
students from applying to our Medical School. While figures rose and fell during 
the last decade, there were always at least 4,000 applicants for the 110 available 
freshmen seats in the School of Medicine. In fact, according to Dr. William Pancoe, 
Associate Dean of Student Affairs, "Creighton's total pool of applicants has been 
going up steadily since 1986."18 Graduates of Creighton University were still given 
preference for Medical School admission, all other factors being equal. Most School 
of Medicine entering classes, therefore, were composed of about one-third to one- 
half Creighton University graduates.

Once accepted to the School of Medicine, the immediate question became one 
of finances. The cost of educating medical students has risen rapidly, causing 
necessary increases in tuition rates. Tuition for the 1980-81 school year was $6,282. 
The tuition rate for the 1991-92 school year was $16,934. Although these figures may 
be daunting, Creighton medical education is a bargain. In 1983 Dean O'Brien noted 
that the Creighton medical tuition rate was the fifth lowest of all fifty private U.S. 
medical schools.19

Financial aid to medical students at Creighton has become increasingly 
available. In the 1990-92 Creighton University Bulletin of the School of Medicine, seven 
full pages are devoted to financial aid of all types, from grants and scholarships to 
loan programs. Many of the scholarships and loan programs were established by or 
in memory of Creighton medical graduates. Examples are the Dr. Joseph M. 
Shramek (M.D. 1910) Scholarship and the Dr. Joseph M. Shramek Loan Fund; the 
Arthur (M.D. 1915) and Esther Barr Loan Fund; the Louis McGuire (M.D. 1917) Loan 
Fund; the Purl Reed (M.D. 1925) Scholarship Fund; and the Michael Cavaleri (M.D. 
1968, died 1969) Memorial Fund.

Other current long-term loan donors to the School of Medicine include the 
Crenshaw Medical Loan Fund; C. J. Gibson and R. F. McLaughlin; Robert Wood 
Johnson; W. K. Kellogg; Teena V. Lane; Dr. Cyrus J. Loverro; Charles Pfizer; Jesse 
Smith Noyes; Anna M. O'Connor; and Carl and Caroline Swanson. Henry and 
Dorothy Ogram and the Rotary Club are among emergency loan fund donors for 
medical students. Scholarship funds have been donated by the Carollo family; John 
A. Gentlemen; James and Mary Gutch; Lena Lorge; the Reals family; Margaret Ryan; 
Francis and Delores Taylor; Edward R. and Ruth West; the Creighton family; the 
Isaacson Trust; and the Roland F. Mueller Memorial Endowment.
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Once accepted into the School of Medicine and the issue of financial sources is 
settled, the new medical student is faced with his main objective -  the study of 
medicine. There has been a steady evolution of the curriculum, based on a growing 
body of research in medical education. The freshman year is devoted to a study of 
the basic sciences and their relevance to normal human functioning. This includes 
Anatomy, Physiology, Biological Chemistry, Behavioral Science, Preventive Medi
cine and assorted subdiscipline courses within each.

Sophomore year sees a continuation of the basic sciences with an emphasis on 
Pathology, Medical Microbiology and Pharmacology, leading to a study of patho
logical processes, diagnosis and therapeutics. Introduction to Clinical Medicine is 
incorporated during this year and correlates basic science with clinical reality, both 
in the classroom and in clinical settings.

Junior year is composed entirely of student clerkship experiences in each of the 
five major departments: Surgery, Medicine, Pediatrics, Psychiatry and Obstetrics/ 
Gynecology. Current clinical settings utilized for these clerkships and also for the 
senior year to follow include: St. Joseph Hospital (AMI St. Joseph, as of 1984); the 
Health Professions Office Complex adjacent to the Hospital, serving as the major 
ambulatory clinical teaching unit of the School of Medicine and offering learning 
experiences in at least twenty-eight specialties and sub-specialties; (By 1991 annual 
visits to the Clinic numbered close to 200,000.) The Boys Town National Research 
Hospital; the Omaha Veterans Administration Hospital; Douglas County Hospital; 
and Family Practice model units. In addition, teaching affiliations are maintained 
at Archbishop Bergan Mercy Hospital; Ehrling Berquist USAF Hospital; the Veter
ans Administration Hospital in Lincoln, Nebraska; Mercy Hospital in Council 
Bluffs, Iowa; and St. Elizabeth's Hospital, Lincoln, Nebraska.

The senior year curriculum is composed entirely of selective courses chosen by 
the student with the aid of a faculty advisor. Electives are offered at the School of 
Medicine in at least twenty areas. In addition, approved extramural electives, taken 
away from the Creighton campus through other educational institutions, are 
allowed, up to a maximum of four such rotations.20

A unique six-week family practice elective rotation was offered seniors for 
several years beginning in 1982. A refugee medicine program, conducted by the 
National Catholic Relief Services in Nong Khai, Thailand, allowed students an 
opportunity to work in the areas of Internal Medicine, Pediatrics and Obstetrics, and 
to do so half a world away.

A camp of some 30,000 Laotian and Cambodian refugees who had fled the 
turmoil of their homelands and who were in the process of being relocated was 
maintained at Nong Khai and included an eighty-bed hospital. The School of 
Medicine joined a consortium, which included the medical schools of Georgetown, 
St. Louis and State University of New York at Buffalo, whose goal was to provide 
direly needed health care for these refugees, in addition to valuable learning 
experiences for medical students. Faculty members of consortium schools also 
served rotations at Nong Khai to supervise students and provide patient care. Dr. 
Joseph Holthaus, former medical Dean and Professor of Medicine, served as the 
Director of the program at Creighton.21

Student research as a component of medical education has received increased 
emphasis in recent years. A Summer Research Program was instituted in 1982 to 
give students exposure to biomedical research and an opportunity to work with
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faculty researchers. Lasting ten weeks, the program paid modest stipends to 
students to conduct research, and submit a written report at the program's conclu
sion.22

This program led directly to Creighton involvement in the Midwest Student 
Medical Research Forum, which the School of Medicine co-sponsors with the 
University of Nebraska College of Medicine. The Forum, which attracts students 
from 21 medical schools, provides them the experience of meeting to present and 
discuss research and familiarizes them with the scientific meeting format.23

A more basic introduction to research was provided to students in a summer 
course instituted in 1986. Sponsored by the Department of Surgery and coordinated 
by Dr. Robert T. Bailey, Jr., Education in Research Techniques encompassed an 
intensive orientation to scientific research. Basic research techniques from a multi
tude of disciplines were amalgamated into a two-and-a-half-week composite course. 
Topics included research design, protocol writing, use of biostatistics, use of 
computers in research, caring for research animals, developing audio-visual mate
rials in research presentations, bibliographic literature searches, especially comput
erized, grantsmanship and scientific speaking and publication.24 The intent of the 
course was to teach students the mechanics of research, and to whet their appetites 
for such academic pursuits.

Medical school is certainly stressful but perhaps not to the extent popularly 
believed. According to a research study of two classes of freshmen medical students 
conducted in 1982-83 by four Creighton researchers, including Dr. Robert Mitchell, 
either the stress on entering medical students is considerably less than previously 
thought, or students tolerate stress better than believed. Results of this study were 
published by The Journal of Medical Education.

According to Dr. William L. Pancoe, Associate Dean for Student Affairs, 
students at the School of Medicine in recent years have been extensively involved in 
volunteer activities, both those organized in a formal fashion and coordinated 
through his office, and also a great many others done on their own initiative. These 
have included work at medical facilities, such as the Indian-Chicano Health Center 
in South Omaha and the Charles Drew Health Center on North 30th Street; 
volunteer efforts for the American Cancer Society and the American Heart Associa
tion; and a variety of chores, including serving meals and painting, at such social 
service facilities as St. Anthony's and Francis House, both shelters. Many students 
have helped at the Health Fair of the Midlands, and still others have appeared at or 
helped organize career days at local schools, some specifically focused on the 
information needs of minority schoolchildren.25

Health Future Foundation and Centers of Excellence
One of the provisions in the sale of St. Joseph Hospital which has had 

continuing impact on the Creighton Health Science schools was that which estab
lished an endowment fund from the net proceeds of the sale. The Health Future 
Foundation was created with the monetary difference ($35-$40 million) between the 
total sale price of the hospital ($99.3 million) and the aggregate of the hospital's 
indebtedness. The interest from this foundation's capital was earmarked for the 
encouragement of research, teaching, capital improvements, faculty development 
and the establishment of new programs at the Creighton Health Science schools.
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Charles P. Monasee was named President and Executive Director of the 
Foundation and continues in that office at present. Shortly after its beginning, Mr. 
Monasee said that the purpose of the foundation:

is to establish a nationally renowned research and referral center.
This is to be accomplished by developing centers of excellence at 
Creighton University. We look for situations in which if we granted 
funds we would initiate a long range research facility or project 
which can gain national support from federal and other agencies.26

The impact for Creighton of the Health Future Foundation has been, and 
continues to be, phenomenal. Between July 1985 and June 1989, over $18.5 million 
has been awarded to the Creighton Health Science schools for various projects and 
programs.27 This in turn has generated additional funding from external sources. 
Some Health Future Foundation funding has been used to establish entirely new 
"centers of excellence," specific areas of expertise and knowledge, making Creigh
ton a regional nucleus in those areas. These new centers of excellence have attracted 
to Creighton not only patients seeking the latest advances in technology but 
nationally and internationally recognized experts to join the Creighton faculty.

A portion of Health Future funding has been spent to augment Creighton 
programs already extant and successful. Such areas as Cardiology, Osteoporosis, 
and Cancer research, for example, have been encouraged to even greater progress.

A segment of Foundation funding has been devoted to Young Investigator 
Awards, grants given to junior faculty members new to research, to stimulate 
interest and productivity. These grants, while comparatively small, serve to launch 
careers in academic research and establish programs which attract support from 
outside sources.

Following are details of some of the areas of progress experienced at Creighton 
from 1980 forward. All of these developments were aided directly or indirectly by 
the Health Future Foundation. They are indicative of the spirit of innovation, 
progress, and striving for excellence which has come to be synonymous with 
Creighton University.

Creighton Center for Health Policy and Ethics
As part of the St. Joseph Hospital purchase 

agreement in 1984, AMI agreed to provide $200,000 
per year, for a period of ten years, for the operation of 
a "Center" of a different sort from the rest. This 
would be a center to examine health policy in regard 
to its ethical implications. In December 1986 the 
Center for Health Policy and Ethics officially began 
its activities with a conference on health care for the 
uninsured.28 At the same time, a search was begun to 
select the new Center's first Director. This resulted in 
the appointment of Dr. Charles Dougherty in May 
1988.

Charles Dougherty, Ph.D.
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Dr. Dougherty, who has a Ph.D. in Philosophy from the University of Notre 
Dame, joined the Philosophy Department of Creighton University in 1975. He 
served as its chairman from 1981-1988, and still retains a Professorship in Philoso
phy. In addition to administrative duties at the Center, he teaches about 120 medical 
students each semester, and also teaches an undergraduate Philosophy course each 
year. He is the author of American Health Care: Realities, Rights and Reforms and Ideal, 
Fact and Medicine. His research interest centers on questions of health care access 
from an ethical point of view. In June 1991 he testified before the United States 
Senate Committee on Aging on the issue of health care rationing. Additionally, he 
has authored a report for the Catholic Health Association presenting their position 
on the issue of health care rationing, and has headed an ad hoc leadership task force 
for that Association on health care reform.29

The Center's effort, as Dr. Dougherty describes it, is to face controversial 
ethical and health policy issues openly, within a Catholic, Jesuit framework. 
Generally, goals for the Center should ensure that "Creighton-educated health 
professionals continue to provide conscientious care to individual patients and 
leadership to their health professions."30 In addition, he identifies three specific 
goals the Center has pursued since its inception.

One goal is the reorganization and strengthening of the instruction in ethics 
presented to Creighton Health Science students. Toward this end, medical students 
now participate in required medical ethics courses for each of their first two years 
in the School of Medicine. The other Creighton Health Science Schools have similar 
requirements. Currently in the developmental stages are courses for medical 
students in their final two years of studies.

A second goal, according to Dr. Dougherty, is to conduct research projects. A 
notable example of the Center's operation in this context can be seen in the 1989 grant 
of $146,833 by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The grant was 
for the Center to develop a national policy that would protect the confidentiality of 
mothers and babies infected with AIDS.31 The Center's personnel traveled to eight 
nationwide sites conducting interviews with doctors, nurses, social workers, medi
cal records professionals and others dealing with such information on AIDS 
patients. The result is a series of ethical guidelines for those involved with the 
complicated issue of who has the need and/or the right to know such information.

The third goal identified for the Center is to provide service to the University 
community and to the community at large. This is accomplished through lectures, 
workshops, seminars and other such gatherings of professionals to exchange ideas 
and information. As noted, the Center began operations in December 1986 with a 
conference on access to health care. Since then, additional conferences have 
included those on hospital payment, the aged, children with AIDS, hospital ethics 
committees, and medical malpractice. Planned for July 1991 was the Center's first 
week-long institute to train professionals in medical ethics. Anticipated for the Fall 
1991 was a conference on living wills, sponsored jointly with the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center.

Instrumental in the Center's singular success has been its outstanding faculty. 
Within the first year of operation, Dr. Dougherty hired four professionals who 
provide the Center with well-rounded expertise. Dr. Amy Haddad is a nationally 
recognized expert on home health care who also deals with ethics in Pharmacy and 
Nursing. Dr. Winifred J. Pinch has special interest in community health care, the 
development and function of ethics committees, and the ethical dimensions of care
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for high-risk newborns. She has just made a film, "I'm Only the Mother," an 
examination of the complex issue of parental decision making in cases of handi
capped newborns. Dr. Kate H. Brown, the Assistant Director for Health Policy, is 
known for her research on rural health care. A medical anthropologist, her special 
interests also include practitioner-patient communication, and minority and women's 
health issues. Joseph G. Allegretti, Assistant Director for Law and Religious Ethics, 
holds both a law degree and a Master of Divinity. He is concerned with the 
intersection of religion and public policy, and also with death and dying issues.32

Two new faculty members joined the Center in the Summer of 1991. Dr. Ruth 
Bryant Purtilo, returning to Omaha after chairing the Medical Ethics Department at 
Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston, is nationally prominent in medical and 
clinical ethics. She will further develop the consultation role which faculty members 
have assumed in local hospitals, and will also aid in the development of medical 
ethics courses for third and fourth year medical students. Also joining the Center is 
Dr. Delfi Mondragon, who has a background in both ethics and economics. At the 
Center she will deal with minority issues and health care economics.33

When selected as Director of the Center, Dr. Dougherty stated, "Although we 
primarily will be serving regional health care providers, our ultimate goal is to make 
Creighton University a national player in discussions on health policy and ethics."34 
With grants to formulate national policies such as the one involving AIDS, Dr. 
Dougherty and the Center for Health Policy and Ethics have come a long way 
toward this goal.

Cancer -  Research and Programs
At Creighton, the war on cancer proceeded during the 1980's with a many

pronged attack. Dr. Henry T. Lynch, Chairman of the Department of Preventive 
Medicine and Public Health, continued his pioneering work on the role of genetics 
in cancer begun many years before and for which he became internationally famous. 
In 1979 the Creighton Institute of Familial Cancer Management and Control was 
incorporated, with Dr. Lynch as Director. In 1985 the name of the Institute was 
changed to the Creighton Hereditary Cancer Institute. In 1986 the Health Future 
Foundation funded a National Cancer Genetics Referral Center, which was to work 
in close collaboration with Dr. Lynch and the Hereditary Cancer Institute.35

As Director of the Center, Dr. Lynch has continued his pioneering research in 
the field and continued to bring world-wide attention to Creighton. Among the 
larger grants received was a $247,812 NIH research grant in 1981, National Cancer 
Institute grants of $191,849 in 1986 and $330,000 in 1987, and a $549,121 grant from 
the U.S. Public Health Service in 1989.36

Dr. Lynch continued to publish his findings, editing and/or contributing 
chapters to seven books between 1981 and the present, and authoring a number of 
articles in professional journals. He conducted several international symposiums in 
his field and served as a consultant for both the National Cancer Institute and the 
World Health Organization. His impact in the field has been so pervasive that 
subdivisions of nonpolyposis colorectal cancer, discovered during his research, 
were named after him -  Lynch Syndromes I and II.37

In March 1991 Dr. Lynch presented team research findings on gene-linkage 
studies to a section of the American Cancer Society. These studies were conducted 
by scientists at the International Agency for Research on Cancer in Lyons, France, 
and at McGill University in Montreal, as well as at Creighton. They have identified
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a gene in one segment of chromosome 17 that appears to be involved in hereditary 
breast and ovarian cancer. This might make it possible to identify families in which 
the cancer-causing gene is present, and if so, careful monitoring for the signs of 
cancer could be done on individuals involved.38

Within the Department of Medicine, the Divi
sion of Oncology continued the battle to cure cancer 
and aid its victims. Under the direction of Dr. James 
Mailliard (M.D. 1952), the Division initiated The 
Optimum Care Team, a multidisciplinary group of 
professionals and paraprofessionals treating cancer 
patients in a holistic manner. In addition to specific 
medical needs, this group has been concerned with 
the emotional, spiritual, social and nutritional needs 
of the cancer patient. This concept originated with 
Dr. Mailliard, the Rev. John Holbrook, S.J., of St. 
Joseph Pastoral Care, and Dr. William Albano (M.D. 
1971).39

Under the auspices of the Oncology Division, a 
program to train oncological nurses was begun in the 

late 1970's and has continued. Creighton has been one of the few health centers 
training nurse specialists to meet the particular needs of cancer patients, including 
both chemotherapy and supportive psychological counseling.40

In 1981 a new technique was developed by School of Medicine oncologists to 
benefit patients with metastatic cancer of the liver. This was a method by which 
chemotherapy drugs, with the aid of a battery-driven pump, could be put directly 
into the liver without passage through the bloodstream. It allowed patients to 
escape many of the undesirable side effects of chemotherapy, while delivering much 
stronger doses of drugs than had been possible previously. Also, the patient could 
spend more time at home, as opposed to repeated hospitalizations.41

In 1982 the only board-certified gynecologic oncologist practicing in the state 
of Nebraska joined the Creighton faculty. He was Dr. James Daly, who came to 
Creighton from the University of Florida College of Medicine in Gainesville.42

Another important prong of the Creighton attack on cancer was the establish
ment of the Creighton Cancer Center of Excellence. Among the first group of grants 
given by the Health Future Foundation in July 1985 
was a $304,563, two-year award for further develop
ment of the oncology program, to include such a 
center.43 The Creighton Cancer Center was oriented 
to both basic and clinical research and was to empha
size prevention, diagnosis and patient treatment.
Close collaboration with the Creighton Hereditary 
Cancer Institute, headed by Dr. Lynch, was planned.44

A search was conducted for a Director of the 
Center, leading to the appointment of Dr. Bruce 
Bowman, effective September 1,1987. Dr. Bowman 
came to Creighton from the M.D. Anderson Hospital 
and Tumor Institute at the University of Texas Sys
tem Cancer Center in Houston. His primary interests 
in organizing the Creighton Cancer Center were the Dr. Bruce Bowman.

James Mailliard (M.D. 1952).
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establishment of a strong basic research program, while providing assistance to local 
physicians in patient treatment and the structuring of a close interface between 
cancer research and clinical oncology. Organizationally, he set up four basic 
divisions within the Cancer Center: medical oncology, radiation oncology, cancer 
biology and cancer statistics.45

Further projects were initiated at the Center in 1988. One of these was the 
formation of the Nebraska Colon Cancer Research Group, which involves physi
cians statewide doing collaborative studies in new colorectal diagnostic and treat
ment methods. It also involved the establishment of a new multidisciplinary 
research team, composed of oncologists, surgeons, pathologists, gastroenterologists 
and radiation therapists. The Creighton Cancer Center serves as the research base 
for all of these activities.

Another project begun in 1988 was the physical combination of the Oncology 
Center and the radiation therapy unit into one location at St. Joseph Hospital. This 
is the present plan within the Cancer Center.46

Cardiology -  The Beat Goes On
The Creighton Cardiology Center, directed by Michael Sketch 

(M.D. 1963), always one of Creighton's premier programs since its 
founding in the early 1960's, continued in the forefront of progress 
and innovation during the 1980's and into the present. Following are 
some highlights of recent Cardiac Center history:

-  Early in 1981 the data section of the Cardiac Center was 
relocated to more extensive, renovated quarters in the Boyne Dental 
School.

-  Also in 1981, an Outreach Cardiac rehabilitation service was 
established, by which outlying hospitals in Nebraska and Iowa could 
benefit from the specialized expertise of St. Joseph/Creighton per
sonnel in such areas as exercise physiology, physical therapy, social

services and dietetics. The outreach service aided 
these smaller facilities in patient education, evalu
ation, exercise prescription and methods of moni
tored exercise for cardiac patients.47

In 1982 a Cardiac Drug Evaluation Clinic 
was opened. This is one of a select number of sites, 
working with the Federal Drug Administration 
and pharmaceutical companies, to conduct clini
cal studies assessing the safety and effectiveness 
of investigational drugs. Because of this clinic, 
patients who are not responding to conventional 
treatment may be able to benefit from innovative 
treatment, using drugs not generally available on 
the market.48

-  In 1982 the Cardiology Center was chosen 
by the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, 
as one of thirty-five sites nationwide to participate 
in a program to obtain and evaluate data on pri-Cardiac Catherization, Dr. Sketch.

Michael Sketch (M.D. 1963).
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mary pulmonary hypertension. Creighton became part of a national patient registry 
to collect and classify such pertinent data.49

-  The Creighton Pacemaker Clinic, one of only four or five 
nationwide when established, continued its Pacemaker research and 
its services to Pacemaker recipients. In 1985 this included a special 
birthday celebration for one of its patients, its oldest. Ed Smith 
celebrated his 103rd birthday at the Pacemaker Clinic, having re
ceived his Pacemaker some six years earlier, at age 97!50

-  In 1986 the Cardiac Center commemorated its Silver Anni
versary year with news coverage and "stock-taking." In its first 
twenty-five years, the Cardiac Center had come a long way. By 1986 
the staff numbered some 150 persons, including twelve full-time and 
six part-time cardiologists, three Ph.D.'s, a Pharm.D., twelve R.N.'s 
and seven Cardiac Fellows. It accommodated more than 2,500 annual 
patient visits in its Outpa
tient Clinic, served 170 hos
pitals and clinics in the 
Dataphone EKG Interpreta

tion Service and nineteen hospitals in the 
Outreach Clinic Program. Since 1962 it 
had trained seventy cardiologists. At the 
present, the staff has grown to include 
fifteen full-time cardiologists, eight Ph.D's 
and one Pharm.D., with an additional 
number of about 190 support personnel.

Many forms of complicated cardio
vascular surgeries had become common
place, including open heart surgery, 
angioplasty, heart valve repair and re
placement, coronary artery bypass and 
congenital heart disease reconstruction.
A development emphasized during the 
Silver Anniversary year was the CREI- 
GARD heart monitoring system, devel
oped by Dr. Floyd Nolle, who joined the 
Creighton Cardiac Center in 1977. Put 
into operation in 1986, CREI-GARD was a 
computerized enhancement of a monitor
ing system combining computerized tech
nology and human interaction for more 
precise monitoring of cardiac rhythm. It 
was the most advanced system of its type 
at that time.51

-  Early in 1987 a state of the art 
color Doppler echocardiography system 
was put into use, the first in Nebraska.
This allowed non-invasive diagnosis of 
blood flow abnormalities through a new 
form of ultrasound scanning.52

Dr. Syed M. Mohiuddin, Cardiology Professor.

Cardiology Dataphone.

Cardiology Dataphone.

Ed Smith celebrates his 103rd birthday at 
the Pacemaker Clinic with Dr. Mohiuddin.
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-  Two new clinics begun in 1987 served to enhance Cardiac Center services. 
A Lipid Clinic to evaluate and treat abnormalities in blood lipids was established, 
headed by Dr. Mary Heintz.53 A new Cardiac Electrophysiology Lab, directed by Dr. 
Tom T. Hee (M.D. 1976), also began operation. This lab conducted electrophysiologic 
studies (EPS) concerned with heart rhythm and conduction abnormalities and in 
conjunction with other Creighton clinics helped evaluate antiarrhythmic drugs and 
devices.54

-  In February 1988 a Cardiac Emergency Network was put into effect by the 
Center, another means of sharing expertise with smaller community hospitals 
throughout Nebraska and Iowa. The largest of such networks nationwide, the new 
service reduces the time between heart attack onset and delivery of appropriate 
treatment, thereby saving heart muscle from irreversible damage. This was done by 
providing the seventeen participating hospitals with round-the-clock consultation 
service and, if appropriate, the then new and extremely expensive drug, tPA (tissue 
plasminogen activator), to treat coronary blockage. If cardiac surgery was indi
cated, the Life Flight helicopter was available to transport the patient to St. Joseph 
Hospital.55

Cardiovascular Surgery
Much recent interest in Cardiovascular Surgery has dealt with testing of the 

Pulsemaker Heart Assist System, developed by the Novacor Medical Corporation. 
The system involves the implantation of a mechanical device, a circulatory support 
system, to aid rather than replace a damaged heart. Close cooperation between the 
Department of Surgery and the Creighton Cardiac Center resulted in approval by 
the Federal Drug Administration of Creighton University as a Pulsemaker test site, 
in February 1987. Dr. Richard Schultz (M.D. 1958) was the primary cardiovascular 
surgeon involved in implantation, Dr. Aryan Moss the chief cardiologist. Work has 
since continued under the direction of Dr. Jeffrey T. Sugimoto, Associate Professor 
of Surgery. Creighton was one of five centers nationwide to receive such approval.56

Plans for the testing began in earnest. Health Future Foundation funds had 
been allotted in 1986, for the development of a cardiovascular training and research 
unit.57 Included in these funds were provisions for the renovation of space in the 
School of Dentistry for a new NOVACOR research section to study Pulsemaker 
implantation in large animals, as the F.D.A. required. Consisting of a 
radiology section, a four-room surgical suite, animal holding areas, a 
reserve operating room, computers for data analysis and an analytical 
lab, the renovation was complete by Autumn 1987 at a total cost of about 
$500,000.58

A multidisciplinary team of Creighton surgeons, cardiologists, 
anesthesiologists and hospital staff traveled to California in mid-1987 
for special training in implantation methods. This was conducted at 
Stanford University Medical School and at the Novacor Medical Labs in 
Oakland, California.

By January 1988 six NOVACOR test implant surgeries had been 
performed on sheep to familiarize the team with operating techniques 
and surgical results, all in preparation for the use of NOVACOR in 
humans.59 The majority of financing for the project has come from the 
Health Future Foundation, with additional funding from St. Joseph 
Hospital and AMI for clinical trials.
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A cardiovascular "first" was recorded May 10, 1990, the day the first heart 
transplant was performed at St. Joseph Hospital. Approval had been given by the 
United Network for Organ Sharing in Summer 1989 for the hospital to obtain donor 
organs through the Nebraska Organ Retrieval System. This approval also meant 
that St. Joseph's could place its heart patients on a national registry of those seeking 
organs.60 During the first year of the heart transplant program, three patients 
received new hearts and five others were evaluated as potential receipients.61 Dr. 
Martin L. Rothberg is the heart surgeon with the transplant team.

Osteoporosis and Hard Tissue Research
Another area which has brought national and international attention to 

Creighton for many years is osteoporosis and bone research, spearheaded initially 
by Dr. Robert P. Heaney. Dr. Heaney has continued his research to the present time, 
and it has been enhanced by several key developments and the addition of other 
researchers. As a result of activities in this area, Creighton medicine has been 
favorably spotlighted in recent times.

In June 1982 after years of initial research, Dr. Heaney, at a meeting of the 
American Society for Bone and Mineral Research, presented guidelines for the 
prevention of osteoporosis. He has been widely quoted in the media's efforts to 
familiarize the general public with the problem of osteoporosis. In July 1982 he 
testified before the Select Committee on Aging of the U.S. House of Representa
tives.62 In 1984 at a National Institute of Health conference, Dr. Heaney released 
exact guidelines for the recommended amounts of calcium intake, again being 
widely quoted.

In January 1987 Dr. Heaney was cited by the New York Times as "the physician 
who set off the calcium craze," and therefore as being one of the key players behind 
the scenes of American business during 1986. He is credited with inspiring the 
proliferation of new calcium fortified products and calcium supplements that hit the 
market in 1986.63

Again in 1989 Dr. Heaney gained national attention, 
this time with the publication of his book Calcium and 
Common Sense, co-authored by M. Janet Barger-Lux.' The 
book, which focuses on the link between calcium and 
osteoporosis, was named one of the top ten books of 1988 
in the American Health Books Awards Competition. 
Excerpts from the book were published in Family Circle 
magazine, and Dr. Heaney was quoted at length in "The 
Truth About Calcium," a February 1989 Readers Digest 
report.64

Also in 1989 Dr. Heaney headed an international 
panel making recommendations on the use of fluoride 
tablets for treatment of fractured vertebrae due to 
osteoporosis.65 Further, he was named Honorary Presi

dent of the third International Symposium on Osteoporosis and Consensus Devel
opment Conference in Copenhagen, Denmark, in 1990.

In 1986 the Health Future Foundation awarded Creighton a five-year grant of 
$1,314,354 to establish and administer a Center for Hard Tissue Research.66 This 
Center was to conduct bone research both from a medical and dental point of view. 
Dr. Robert Recker (M.D. 1963), director of St. Joseph's Metabolic Research Unit and

Dr. Robert Heaney and Janet Barger-Lux.
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a frequent research collaborator of Dr. Heaney's, was appointed the first Director of 
the new Center.67

Just as hoped when the Health Future Founda
tion was established, their grants served as catalysts 
to attract other money to Creighton research. For 
example, the National Dairy Council awarded a 
$486,000 grant to a research team from the Center for 
Hard Tissue Research for a five year study of calcium's 
role in preventing osteoporosis. Principal researcher 
was Dr. Robert Recker, Director of the Center. Hark
ening back to the "cancer van" of Dr. Henry Lynch's 
during the 1970's, this project was brought to its 
subjects via a specially equipped fourteen-foot van 
complete with computer, X-Ray equipment, patient 
waiting and exam rooms and a densitometer, which 
measures bone density. Post-menopausal women in 
various northeast Nebraska communities were evalu

ated and were to have their calcium intake monitored for a five-year period. This 
was the most extensive study of the role of calcium in osteoporosis prevention to 
date.68

Likewise, the NIH awarded Creighton $3.8 million late in 1987 to establish an 
osteoporosis research center. Creighton was one of only three centers throughout 
the country, out of the fourteen competing for the grant, mandated to establish a 
specialized center of osteoporosis research. Dr. Robert Recker, already Director of 
the Center for Hard Tissue Research and a principal investigator, was named 
program director of this new center. Dr. Stephen L. Gordon, Director of the NIH's 
Musculoskeletal disease program, stated:

Creighton's already established reputation in osteoporosis research 
was one reason why it was selected . . .  Creighton's selection was a 
clear statement that we were impressed with the investigative team 
at Creighton and particularly with the research projects they 
proposed.69

Furthermore, the NIH cited continuing Health Future Foundation support as being 
in Creighton's favor in making grant determinations.

Center for Diabetes Treatment and Research
The Creighton Center for Diabetes Treatment and Research was one of the 

several new centers of excellence established at the School of Medicine in the 1980's. 
It was begun in 1985 as a result of initial funding of $527,879 as part of a $1,408,451 
grant from the Health Future Foundation in July of that year.70 The original grant 
recipient, Dr. Robert Recker, Chief of Endocrinology, noted the tremendous changes 
being made in the treatment of diabetes and the need to aid practicing physicians in 
keeping abreast of these new advances. The closest comparable resource facilities 
offering such services were in St. Louis or Minnesota prior to this. Therefore, the new 
Center filled a definite need and continues to do so.

The Center has three major thrusts. Education is an important goal, both of 
students in the Health Science schools and of diabetic patients themselves in the use

Robert Recker (M.D. 1963).
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of new technologies, new drugs, and monitoring of 
their conditions. The ultimate hope is that this will 
lead patients to self-reliance in managing their ill
ness. The actual clinical care of diabetic patients is 
another goal of the Center, as is research, both basic 
and clinical.

In March 1986, after an extensive search, Dr.
Marc Rendell was named Director of the new Diabe
tes Center. Dr. Rendell is a nationally recognized 
researcher, whose work has included identifying 
new treatment techniques for adult diabetics and the 
use of aldose reductase inhibitors to prevent and 
possibly eliminate diabetes-related complications.
Before coming to Creighton, Dr. Rendell established 
and directed the Diabetes Institute at the City of Faith Medical and Research Center 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma. He also served as Chief of Endocrinology and Director of the 
Radioimmunoassay Lab for the United States Public Health Service Hospital in 
Baltimore. Dr Rendell continues to serve as Director of the Center for Diabetes 
Research and Treatment at the present time.71

Gastrointestinal Diagnostic and Research Care Center
A five-year 1985 Health Future grant award of $863,159 provided start-up 

funds for this new Center of Excellence at Creighton. Dr. Tom DeMeester, Chairman 
and Professor of Surgery, was primarily responsible for its development, and again, 
the focuses were threefold: diagnosing and treating disorders of the upper digestive 
system; conducting research regarding this area, and promoting interdisciplinary 
collaboration among gastroenterologists, neurologists, radiologists and endocri
nologists, and with other medical centers in treating these disorders. A Division of 
this center, more generally known to the public and operating independently, is The 
Swallowing Center. Focusing on the more specific problem of swallowing, this 
division saw its first patients in August 1986.72

Geriatrics and the Creighton Center for Healthy Aging
The proportion of the U.S. population which is elderly is increasing. Greater 

longevity for a greater number brings with it new areas of concern in health care. In 
light of this fact, the School of Medicine and all of the Health Science schools at 
Creighton have given increasing commitment to programs meeting the special 
needs of the elderly. Dr. Richard L. O'Brien, Dean of Medicine and (at that time) 
Acting Vice President for Health Sciences, stated in early 1985:

Devising ways to produce better quality care for the aged, and at 
less cost, is getting a top priority throughout the health sciences at 
Creighton... This comprehensive education and social commitment 
to a rapidly expanding segment of the population is not only 
compatible with -  but is dictated by -  the basic mission of Creighton 
University.73

Dr. Marc Rendell.
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This commitment to the needs of the elderly has 
taken many forms at Creighton. In 1983 a Geriatric 
Assessment Group was established under the leader
ship of Dr. Henry Uhl, Chief of Geriatric Medicine, 
and Dr. William Maclnnes. The job of this interdisci
plinary team, composed of social workers, nurses, 
nutritionists, audiologists, physicians and psycholo
gists, was to evaluate elderly patients physically, 
prescribe necessary management and therapy for 
any problems, physical or otherwise, and refer pa
tients to specialists, if indicated.74

Also beginning in 
1983, the Department of 
Family Practice opened 
gerontology clinics, geared 

to the needs of the ambulatory elderly patient. The first 
one was opened in Park Tower South, a high-rise apart
ment complex for senior citizens. A similar clinic was 
opened in 1984 in Burt Tower, another senior citizen 
highrise.75

In 1986, with a $332,387 grant from the Department 
of Health and Human Services, the Department of Family 
Practice expanded its residency training in the area of 
Geriatrics. The curriculum adjustments for Family Prac
tice residents meant that instead of 20 hours spent in 
Geriatric training, a third-year resident would receive

some 200 hours in learning the skills necessary to deal 
effectively with the complex health needs of the 
elderly.76

The main elememt of Creighton's increased 
attention to the area of Gerontology has been the 
establishment of the Creighton Center for Healthy 
Aging and Human Development. Planning for this 
Center began in 1985 with an initial planning grant 
from the Health Future Foundation. A 1986 Health 
Future five-year grant of more than $1,000,000 estab
lished the Center77 under the direction of Dr. David 
Haber, who joined the faculty January 1,1987.

The Center for Healthy Aging was first located 
in the Center Mall shopping center, as "a one-stop 
health and wellness 'shopping center' for senior citi

zens."78 The Center offered a varied menu of services to the elderly: comprehensive 
medical and dental assessments focusing on all aspects of life for senior citizens, 
rather than the purely physical aspect of health.

A self-care component was initiated within the Center for Aging to aid the 
elderly in self-sufficiency. This aspect of the Center was formalized into the Geriatric 
Self-Help program in February 1989 with a $150,000 grant from the Administration 
on Aging. A service of this program, the first of its kind in the country, is a statewide 
directory of self-help groups for those with chronic illnesses, begun in April 1989.

David Haber, Ph.D.

Dedication of Burt Tower Clinic. Congressman Hal Daub on 
left with Clinic patient Gladys Brown.

Drs. William Maclnnes and Henry 
Uhl.
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Since its beginnings, the program has been modified as experience proves 
necessary. The nature of service demands at the Burt, Park, and Center locations 
required more intensive evaluation and medical care than was easily provided. By 
1991 these services had been moved to the various Department of Family Practice 
outpatient clinics located on Ames, 72nd, Cuming, and 30th Streets. The Center now 
has administrative offices in Criss II on the Creighton campus. Education is still 
emphasized by the Center but directed more at care giving, and increasing attention 
is given to research. Continuing education for health care professionals on geriatric- 
related topics is provided, as well as information for caregivers of the elderly and 
clinical training for medical and other health science students.79

Helping the Center expand on its theme of geriatric education was a three- 
year, $750,000 grant awarded in 1987 by the Public Health Service Division of the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. With this grant, the Creighton 
Regional Geriatric Education Center was established, directed initially by Dr. 
Eugene Barone, Chairman of the Department of Family Practice. Specific objectives 
included providing workshops, lectures, mini-fellowships and other programs of 
continuing education in the area of geriatrics; providing a referencing service of 
available resources, including bibliographies, audio-visual materials, print materi
als, computerized data bases and speakers; and offering professionals telephone 
access to geriatric health information and appropriate community referral informa
tion.80

Another area of expansion for the Center for Healthy Aging has focused on 
worksite wellness and aging. In 1987, in cooperation with the Wellness Council of 
the Midlands, the Center began the development of model wellness and aging 
programs, to be established in conjunction with places of employment. Objectives 
included both maintaining employees' health as they aged and providing informa
tion and aid to employees caring for elderly relatives.81

The Corporate Elder Care Program offered businesses the services of a 
geriatric social worker, to come to the worksite and counsel employees on care
giving responsibilities. Also, Elder Care Management Services Program more 
directly intervened to aid family caregivers with specific problems.82

On a lighter side, the Center co-sponsored a Search for Omaha's Healthiest 
Seniors contest in April 1988 to highlight the benefits to the elderly of healthy living. 
After a confidential health screening, information on each participant was com
pared to an ideal senior health profile. Those closest to the profile became finalists 
in a Health-On, where they were asked to complete a series of simple tasks. Winners 
in each of three age categories won vacation trips and gift certificates and were 
honored at a special reception. The contest succeeded in making our local elderly 
more aware of Creighton's activities and the importance of their own responsibility 
in health care.83

Electron Microscopy Center
A three-year $582,831 Health Future Foundation grant in July 1986 helped to 

establish the Creighton Electron Microscopy Center.84 Funds were also provided by 
Creighton University, St. Joseph Hospital and the Boys Town National Research 
Hospital. Using state of the art electron microscopes, this new center provides high 
magnification and high resolution analysis of cells and body tissues to facilitate 
diagnoses, biomedical research and teaching. For the sake of efficiency and 
economy, the new Center is a joint-use facility, utilized by the two hospitals and all
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of the Creighton Health Science schools. It is located 
in the Boys Town National Research Hospital under 
the direction of Dr. Robert Cox, Professor of Path
ology, and Dr. Patrick Brookhouser, Professor and 
Chairman of Otolaryngology and Director of the 
Boys Town National Research Hospital. Immediate 
supervision is provided by Dr. Barbara J. Morley. 
The Center currently has three electron microscopes 
in use, two electron transmission microscopes, and 
one microscopy scanning scope.85

Center for Transtracheal Oxygen Therapy
The Health Future Foundation provided a three- 

year $463,539 grant in July 1986 to establish a Center 
of Excellence whose purpose was the development of new approaches to long-term 
oxygen therapy for patients with chronic lung disease.86 Called the Creighton 
Center for Transtracheal Oxygen Therapy, the new entity became one of the first 
facilities in the nation to provide an alternative to a bulky oxygen canister and 
obtrusive tubes for patients needing supplementary oxygen therapy.

In a study directed by Dr. Walter O'Donohue, Professor and Chairman of the 
Department of Medicine, patients received oxygen via a small, flexible catheter 
passed through a small surgical opening in the lower neck to the trachea 
(tracheostomy). Results of the Center's study, published in the November 1988 
issue of the Journal of Cardiopulmonary Rehabilitation, were extremely encouraging. 
Besides an increase in patient self-image, the study showed that patients needed 42 
percent less oxygen when resting and 21 percent less during exercise than with 
traditional oxygen therapy, and there was a 23 percent increase in exercise tolerance. 
There was 100 percent patient acceptance.

The Center for Transtracheal Oxygen Therapy is under the direction of Dr. 
Walter O'Donohue. It continues offering this innovative technique and conducting 
research on other methods of helping pulmonary patients.87

Creighton Perinatal Center
Another new Center for Excellence, established 

in early 1986 and funded with a five-year $916,391 
Health Future Foundation grant in July 198688 is the 
Creighton Perinatal Center. Specializing in the iden
tification of high risk and complicated pregnancies, 
with care for both newborns and mothers, the Center 
operates a Level Three perinatal nursery program, 
the highest licensing level recognized by the State of 
Nebraska. It includes an intensive care nursery and 
provides specialized services in the newborn nursery 
as well as labor, delivery, and postpartum care.

In 1986, early in the Center's existence, it was 
the first and only medical facility to use a new inno
vative device, the portable uterine monitor for expectant mothers who were at risk 
of premature labor. This device gives early warning of pre-term labor. Another
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service since March 1986 provides telephone consultations for physicians treating 
high-risk pregnancies in remote areas.

The Creighton Perinatal Center was initially directed by Dr. Washington C. 
Hill, who resigned to become chairman of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Meharry 
Medical School in 1990. The Center is currently headed by Dr. Richard P. Perkins, 
Professor of OB/GYN.89

Creighton Midwest Hypertension Center
''Creighton University Medical Center is moving in an important direction 

with its plans to develop a research and treatment center specializing in high blood 
pressure and related medical problems."90 So said the Omaha World Herald in a June 
1988 editorial entitled "Creighton Project Farsighted," after the announcement that 
the Health Future Foundation had awarded a five-year $5,482,090 grant to establish 
the Creighton Midwest Hypertension Center.91

Recruited to direct the new Center was Dr. William 
Pettinger, a 1959 Creighton medical graduate, and up to 
that time, a Professor of Pharmacology and Internal Medi
cine at the University of Texas Health Science Center in 
Dallas. Before "coming home" to Creighton, Dr. Pettinger 
was a member of a nationally renowned hypertension 
research team at the Dallas facility. He brought several 
of his research associates with him to form the nucleus of 
the research team.

While still at Creighton as a medical student, Dr. 
Pettinger became fascinated with vascular research, pri
marily due to his contact with Dr. Charles M. Wilhelmj, an 

William Pettinger (M.d . 19 59 ) on right with Joseph Lynch ardent researcher. Early in his medical career, he decided 
(m.d. 1966) to concentrate his endeavors in the area of hypertension.

While doing studies on hypertensive patients at the 
National Heart Institute, he obtained the first evidence for the false neurotransmit- 
ter-mechanism-of-action of methyldopa. In 1963 while pursuing this concept using 
the color control mechanism in frogs, he serendipitously discovered alpha2- 
adrenoceptors. This discovery had a tremendous impact on the remainder of his 
career. It led to a publication in 1977 on the classification of alpha-adrenoceptors 
which was identified in ten years by the ISI as a CITATION CLASSIC, because of its 
high impact on science and medicine. It had been cited in more than 1,000 
publications by 1986.

The next step was the discovery of a large population of alpha2-adrenoceptors 
in the kidney which are present in excess quantity in genetic hypertensive rats, the 
research model for human essential hypertension. He and his colleagues are now 
pursuing pathophysiologic studies of these abnormally regulated receptors.

His interests have not been limited to basic animal research. His longstanding 
interest in improved treatment of hypertensive patients led to the classic article, 
"Minoxidil, an Alternative to Bilateral Nephrectomy for Treatment of Refractory 
Hypertension," in The New England Journal in 1973. With this publication Dr. 
Pettinger and his colleagues reversed the accepted policy at that time of removing 
both kidneys from patients with refractory hypertension, which was being done to 
prevent death from stroke, heart attack or aortic rupture. Within forty-eight hours 
of The New England Journal article, and as a direct result of its conclusions, this
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surgical procedure was entirely shut down nationwide in all institutions that had 
been doing it.

During the next ten years, Dr. Pettinger and his clinical research team concen
trated on interactive studies on anti-hypertensive drugs to determine the best 
control of blood pressure with the fewest side effects. They were attempting to 
develop treatment regimens so they could ask the question, "To what extent blood 
pressure should be lowered to optimally conserve kidney function?" As such, they 
were the only investigators in the world yet to do this type of research focusing on 
the problems of severely hypertensive patients. In 1989 the first report of the long
term study was published in Hypertension. This publication describes a single 
paradigm for treating patients with renal damage from high blood pressure.

In total, Dr. Pettinger and his associates have published almost 150 scholarly 
articles in professional journals, plus another 150 abstracts. He has received the 
Burroughs-Wellcome Scholar Award in Clinical Pharmacology, 1974-1979 and the 
Rawls Palmer Award of the American Society of Clinical Pharmacology and 
Therapeutics in 1982. He was Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Cardiovascular 
Pharmacology for 1978-1980, is on the Editorial Board of the Annals of Internal 
Medicine, Hypertension, International Hypertension and the Journal of Cardiovascular 
Pharmacology, and is on the Editorial Advisory Board of the Journal of Pharmacology 
and Experimental Therapeutics. Currently, Dr. Pettinger and colleagues continue their 
hypertension research, with annual funding from the National Institute of Health 
and from the Health Future Foundation totalling almost $1,400,000.

The new Center had as initial goals the establishment of investigative pro
grams and basic research, as well as providing assistance to physicians and patients 
in the prevention, treatment and management of high blood pressure. Under Dr. 
Pettinger's leadership, the Creighton Midwest Hypertension Center has rapidly 
become a regional and national resource in the battle against high blood pressure.92

Creighton Center for Metabolic Imaging 
-  a “Pet” Project

In 1991 Vanderbilt University, the University of Tennessee 
at Knoxville and Creighton University were the only three medi
cal centers in the United States that had a positron emission 
tomography (PET) unit dedicated to clinical usage.

PET technology was introduced about seventeen years ago 
and has been extensively used for research purposes. What is new 
and exciting about Creighton's usage of PET is the day-to-day, 
hands-on application by physicians of this advanced technology 
for the immediate care of patients.

PET is a non-invasive technology that shows biochemical 
activity of cells, as opposed to the structure of tissues. Rather than 
a static view of an anatomical structure, PET can generate a three- 
dimensional picture of cells at work, to obtain what amounts to a 
non-invasive biopsy of living tissue, as explained:

Using data and colored images generated by PET scanning, 
physicians can pinpoint the chemical chaos characteristic of tumors, 
coronary artery disease and mental disorders, and then tailor their 
treatment more precisely than ever before.93
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PET Center

There are two basic components to the PET struc
ture. The first is a cyclotron, used to produce a low-level 
radioactive solution which is given to the patient, and 
which, when circulated through the patient's system, 
serves as a "tag." The second component is the scanner. 
The patient is placed within an opening in the scanner 
and is thereby surrounded by it. As the solution travels 
through the patient, it emits positrons which collide with 
electrons and produce high-energy light particles. The 
scanner detects these subatomic collisions and from them 
produces colored cross-sectional images that can depict 
metabolic functions and malfunctions.94

The Creighton PET unit is housed within the Center 
for Metabolic Imaging at 819 Dorcas Street, a building 
adjacent to the combined Creighton Nebraska Depart
ment of Psychiatry and the AMI St. Joseph Center for 
Mental Health. (It will be remembered that the mental 
health unit remained at the old site when the new St. 
Joseph Hospital was built near the Creighton campus in 
1977.) After a Certificate of Need was filed with the 
Nebraska State Review Committee, their approval was 
given in January 1988. The Center formally became a 
reality at its September 29,1989, dedication.

The Center, costing in excess of $4 million, repre
sents a cooperative venture involving Creighton Univer
sity and the Health Future Foundation. The PET equip
ment alone cost over $3.85 million. The building housing 
the Center for Metabolic Imaging was constructed at a 
cost of roughly $440,000 by Cosada Enterprises, a private 
developer based in Kansas City, Missouri, which owns 
most of the site of the old St. Joseph's Hospital. The 
building is leased by Creighton.

The Department of Radiology's Division of Nuclear 
Medicine was given initial aid in the development of the 
Center by a three-year Health Future grant of $786,496.95 
The majority of funding for the project came from $3.9 
million in tax-exempt revenue bonds from the Nebraska 
Educational Facilities Authority, being repaid by rev
enue generated through use of the scanner. Dean O'Brien 
emphasized that although a Creighton facility, the tech
nology is a community resource, utilized by the Univer
sity of Nebraska Medical Center as well as others, so that 
the entire Midwest region has benefitted from PET's 
inception by Creighton.96

Since the opening of the Center for Metabolic Imag
ing, many and varied uses have been found for the PET 
technology. About 50% of its utilization has been for 

patients experiencing coronary difficulties, 22% for cancer patients, and about 19% 
for psychiatric patients. The rest has been used in various other areas.
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Director of the Center is Dr. Chyng-Yann Shiue, 
an internationally recognized research chemist who 
came to Creighton in 1988 from the Brookhaven 
National Laboratory in Upton, New York. Chairman 
of the Department of Radiology since 1985 is Dr. 
Mathis Frick, while Dr. Naresh Gupta is the Director 
of the Division of Nuclear Medicine. Dr. John J. 
Sunderland is the

Dr. Chyng-Yann Shiue.

physicist involved in 
the administration of 
the Center. The Cen
ter has nine full-time 
and two part-time staff 
members.97

Like other advanced health care technologies, 
PET is very expensive and tends to raise cost-related 
issues. But Dr. Richard O'Brien, Medical Dean and 
Vice President for Health Sciences, feels Creighton's 
involvement in PET, through the Center for Meta
bolic Imaging, is fully justified. He feels PET can be

financially self-suffi-
I

Dr. Mathis Frick.

Dr. Naresh Gupta,

cient, being a means
to more effective treatment and the elimination of 
unnecessary procedures. Furthermore, the Center 
for Metabolic Imaging, incorporating PET technol
ogy, is consistent with the Creighton mission, in that 
the School of Medicine has a commitment to leader
ship and to maintaining itself in the vanguard of 
technology and medical science to educate medical 
practitioners competent to handle the needs of the 
future. PET and other such innovative technologies 
enable Creighton to fulfill its mission by attracting 
faculty of national repute for teaching and research, 
and by helping to make Creighton a referral center of 
national scope.98

Other Recent Advances
Many other programs of the School of Medicine experienced growth or change 

during the past decade. Some of the most significant developments include the 
following:

-  In 1982, a "low vision" clinic was established within the Division of 
Ophthalmology. Headed by Dr. Joseph Zahn and aided by grants from the Odd 
Fellows, Rebekahs International and the Rebekahs of Nebraska, the clinic served 
patients, primarily the elderly, who suffered a deterioration of central or peripheral 
vision. It offered specialized rehabilitative services and optical aids to those whose 
decreased vision could not be corrected by standard prescription glasses.99

-  In 1985 the Miles Pharmaceutical Company awarded Dr. Giles Monif a 
$50,000 grant to create a Center within the Department of Obstetrics/Gynecology 
for the study of vulvovaginitis disorders.100
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-  In 1985 as a result of a five-year $589,686 Health Future grant, a Flow 
Cytometry Care facility was established at and shared with the Boys Town National 
Research Hospital under the direction of Dr. Joseph N. Marcus.101 Flow cytometry 
is a technology to identify and label cells and mechanically sort them based on 
commonalities. The technology has wide application in such fields as renal and 
heart transplants, oncology, genetics and immunology.102

-  The Department of Medical Microbiology 
has gained national attention since 1971. Chaired by 
Dr. Eugene W. Sanders, Jr., it became "one of a kind 
in U.S. medical schools" when a decision was made 
to combine the basic and clinical sciences of medical 
microbiology, infectious diseases and clinical immu
nology into one unit. It includes not only instruction 
and research in basic science but also diagnostic 
microbiology labs at St. Joseph and clinical infectious 
disease within the Department of Internal Medi
cine.

Dr. W. Eugene Sanders.

Dr. W. Eugene Sanders receiving award from Father 
Morrison.

The Department also gained national recogni
tion in the 1980's in the area of antibiotics. Studies

were conducted beginning 
in 1982 in the use (and mis
use) of various antibiotics, in particular the newly devel
oped ciprofloxacin. Principal investigators on several 
antibiotic projects included Drs. Marvin Bittner, Laurel C. 
Preheim, Mary P. Pugsley, Edward A. Horowitz, D. G. 
Strike, Richard Goering, David Dworzack, Eugene W. 
Sanders and Christine C. Sanders. The Drs. Sanders were 
selected to summarize laboratory research and clinical 
trials on the new ciprofloxacin, approved by the Federal 
Drug Administration in late 1987. A June 18, 1988, 
editorial in the Omaha World Herald, "C.U. Researchers 
Earn Praise," noted:

Microbiologists at Creighton University continue to enhance their
department's reputation as a leader in antibiotic research___The
Sanderses and their colleagues at Creighton 
are doing important work. Their efforts reflect 
well on the university and on the researchers.
We salute them.104

A new postdoctoral fellowship program in an
timicrobial chemotherapy, co-directed by Drs. Eu
gene and Christine Sanders, was established in 1985 
with the aid of a four-year $340,872 Health Future 
grant.105 The purpose of the new program, developed 
with much input from the pharmaceutical industry, 
was to provide advanced training in the selection and 
use of antibiotics, not only to treat infections but also 
to prevent them. The Department's efforts were so 
successful that by mid-1988, two new laboratories Christine Sanders, Ph.D.
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were opened to accommodate the ongoing research and the postgraduate training 
program. By 1991 four doctors had already completed the fellowship program, and 
another was in progress. Participants have come from as far away as Norway, 
Australia and West Germany. Serious applicants were amounting to six for every 
available opening in the program.106

-  In 1986 a research program on Parkinson's Disease was established with a 
five-year Health Future Foundation grant of $412,455.107

-  A five-year $532,589 Health Future grant in 1987 helped to establish a 
colorectal laboratory to study functional problems of the lower gastrointestinal 
tract. Co-Directors were Drs. Mark Christensen and Alan Thorson.108

-  Continuing medical education received increasing emphasis during the last 
decade. In 1984 a new administrative position, that of 
Associate Dean for Continuing Medical Education, 
was created for the first time. The incumbent was Dr.
N. Kenneth Furlong.109 In 1987 the growing impor
tance of this area was underscored when the position 
was upgraded to full-time Associate Dean. Ap
pointed to this position and still serving is Dr. Sally 
O'Neill. Dean O'Brien stated at the time: "Dr. O'Neill's 
appointment signifies Creighton's commitment to 
continuing education for professionals as an integral 
part of our mission."110

In addition to increased and varied CME offer
ings, more innovative approaches have been taken as 
well. In early 1988 a new mini-fellowship program 
was offered to physicians as part of the Division of 
Continuing Medical Education. These fellowships were customized, with counsel 
from the chief of the service involved, to the individual participant, depending on 
what specifically he wanted to learn, and built around the physician's schedule. The 
fellowships could last anywhere from one day to four months, although one week 
was typical. They offered intensive, personalized hands-on education with enough 
flexibility to be tailored to the individuals' objectives. As Dr. O'Neill said, "In a way 
it is much like residency training, but the Fellow has much more control over the 
content material and does not have the routine house staff obligations, such as night 
call."111

Coming Home to Creighton Day was introduced in November 1989 as a way 
for alumni to see changes and updates at Creighton, in addition to offering them a 
continuing education opportunity. Scheduled in conjunction with Mid-West Clini
cal Society meetings and with the alumni reunion dinner, the event is an inspiration 
of Dr. J. Daniel Egan, Professor of Medicine. In addition to timely and interesting 
educational offerings, "Coming Home to Creighton Day" provided tours and 
activities for spouses as well. Fifty-two physicians received CME credits for the first 
such offerings in 1989.112

On the subject of Continuing Medical Education, it should be noted that in a 
survey of nationwide physicians by the Continuing Medical Education Bulletin 
conducted in 1983, respondents were asked to cite exceptional speakers on the CME 
circuit. Dr. Beverley Mead, at that time Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Science and Associate Dean of the Creighton School of Medicine, was included in 
this select list.113

Sally O'Neill, Ph.D.
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-  Another area receiving increased emphasis 
in recent years, as evidenced by the formation of a 
new division in 1986, is Pediatric Infectious Dis
eases. Appointed Director of the new division in 
July 1986 was Dr. Stephen A. Chartrand, the only 
physician / researcher in the state of Nebraska at the 
time who had specialized training in this area. The 
division provides consultation for area physicians 
in addition to conducting specialized research.114 
The division helped Creighton become one of four 
medical centers nationwide to conduct final phase 
field studies on a new chicken pox vaccine.115 The 
results of the test, quite encouraging, received wide 
national coverage, including a page one story in The 
USA Today early in 1989.116 Late in 1989, Creighton 
became one of nineteen sites nationwide testing a 

vaccine to prevent rotavirus diarrhea, a common cause of childhood hospitalization 
with gastrointestinal illness.117

-  In 1981 a new Division of Rheumatology was added within the Department 
of Internal Medicine, which not only enhanced the teaching program within the 
Department but helped fill a relative void within the Omaha community health care 
system. The new Division added 
two board certified rheumatologists 
to its faculty, Drs. John Hurley (M.D.
1974) and Jay Kenik (M.D. 1975).118

-  In January 1990 the Creigh
ton Sports Medicine Center opened, 
operated jointly by Creighton and 
the National Therapeutic Associates 
as a provider of physical, occupa
tional and speech therapy services.
In addition to therapists in those 
areas, Creighton physicians, among 
them Dr. Lynn Crosby, Orthopedic
Sureeon and Instructor in Surgery Rheumatologists Jay Kenik (M.D. 1975) and John Hurley

, t 1. • , _  (M.D. 1974).conducted clinics at the Center.

Touring the Cancer Center with Dr. Bowman are, left to right: Dr. 
Tony Moussali from Ida Grove, Iowa; Dr. Bowman; Dr. John Garred, 
Sr. from Whiting, Iowa; Dr. Glenn Skallerup from Red Oak, Iowa; 
and Dr. Curtis Henderson of Missouri Valley, Iowa.

Allen Dvorak (M.D. 1969) studies ultrasound image.

Space Age Technology
Technological innovations affecting medicine, that 

were unimaginable just a few years earlier, have prolifer
ated in the last decade. Creighton has not only kept pace 
but has provided leadership in the studied use of these 
"miracles" of technology. In addition to PET technology, 
already mentioned, other areas of medicine at Creighton 
have been enhanced by the addition of new technological 
wonders.

Since the early 1980's, ultrasound has been used 
increasingly by Creighton/St. Joseph physicians as an 
alternative imaging process in many areas. In 1985 with
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a two-year $180,178 Health Future Foundation grant,120 a new device using Doppler- 
effect ultrasound was tested by Drs. Antonio Sterpetti and Richard Schultz (M.D. 
1958). The device was intended to provide non-invasive determination of arterial 
elasticity. As Dr. Schultz said:

In addition to the innovative diagnostic benefits of detecting latent 
arterial disease at the earliest possible stage, the procedure will 
permit the Creighton division of cardiovascular surgery to develop 
a center for research and teaching in the area of arterial system 
pathophysiology.121

Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) came to Creighton early in 1987. MRI uses 
magnetic forces and radio frequency waves to create a cross-sectional computerized 
image of the area being scanned. A patient is not exposed to radiation or injected 
materials in this non-in vasive technique. Since skeletal material is virtually ignored 
by MRI, it is ideal for diagnosing abnormalities of the brain, spinal cord, joints and 
soft tissues.

MRI, like other advanced technologies, is expensive. To be more cost effective, 
the new system was leased by Creighton and housed in a mobile unit, used by 
Creighton/St. Joseph several days per week and shared with two Iowa hospitals the 
rest of the time. This made Creighton/St. Joseph the first in the state to use a mobile 
MRI scanner.122

The Bio-Information Center, including the Health Sciences Library, experi
enced advances associated with new technology. Under the leadership of Leon 
"Benny" Benschoter, Director of the Bio-Information Center and of Biomedical 
Communications, and as of 1985 Assistant Vice President for Health Sciences, the 
Center has provided ever-increasing learning and research opportunities for the 
School of Medicine and other Creighton Health Science schools. Effective July 1, 
1991, Mr. Benschoter became Vice President of Information Systems for the Univer
sity.

In January 1986 a new Public Access Computer 
Laboratory opened in the Bio-Information Center for the 
use of students, faculty and staff. Using independent 
work station computers, this lab allows patrons to utilize 
the latest technology to do everything from word process
ing and data base development to statistical analysis, 
graphics generation and clinical simulations.123

In 1987 the Bio-Information Center gained two more 
space age innovations. Early in the year, PALS (Public 
Access Library System) was implemented within the 
Health Sciences Library and Learning Resource Center.
Replacing the traditional card catalog, PALS amounts to 
a computerized index for patron use of all resources 
available, not only within the Bio-Information Center but 
also in all Creighton collections. PALS can be accessed both in person and through 
a personal computer via telephone lines.124 After its introduction on campus in the 
Bio-Information Center, PALS then was implemented in other campus collections.

Later in 1987 the Creighton Drug Information and Pharmacocybernetics 
Center was relocated to the Bio-Information Center. Serving area professionals and 
faculty members as well as students, this service functions as a central data bank,

Leon "Benny" Benschoter and Marjorie Wannarka 
demonstrating PALS.
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offering drug information consultation, online database searching, new drug evalu
ations, and drug reviews. Requests for information can be made in person, by 
telephone or via personal computer with the appropriate modem and software.125 
The Drug Center has become a model for other drug information centers around the

country and has made Creighton a “national leader in the 
computerized access, dissemination and communication 
of drug-related information."126

In 1989 the MEDLINE on Disc access program was 
added to services available at the Health Sciences Li- 
brary/Learning Resource Center. This new self-service 
computer program enables users to search, on their own, 
more than a million biomedical resources including more 
than 3,200 journals from seventy countries. This is ac
complished by use of a database produced by the Na
tional Library of Medicine.127

All of these technological advances have served to 
make the Bio-Information Center another vital link in the 
ever expanding chain of resources leading to quality 
education and research at the School of Medicine.

Creighton/University of Nebraska Cooperation -  Omaha 
Medicine Comes of Age

In 1971 the Creighton-Nebraska University Health Foundation was created to 
serve as a means to foster Creighton and University of Nebraska collaborations in 
health education and health care. It will be remembered that in the 1970's, as an 
outgrowth of this foundation, joint programs were established in the areas of 
Neurology and Dermatology. The 1980's witnessed still further joint ventures 
intended to avoid duplication and to provide maximum utilization of facilities and 
expertise, enabling both institutions to provide the optimum in medical education.

In 1985 a joint residency program in Orthopedics was begun. Residency 
education for both schools was under one administrative unit decided by the 
Foundation. First director of the joint program was Dr. John Connolly. The first 
residents in this program, chosen by a combined selection committee, began their 
training in 1986.128

Another inter-school merger occurred July 1, 1987, when the Psychiatry 
departments of the two schools merged under the chairmanship of Dr. Frank 
Menolascino. Two postgraduate training programs were included in the merger: a 
residency in adult psychiatry and a fellowship program in child and adolescent 
psychiatry. The focal point for clinical psychiatry in the newly combined program 
became the St. Joseph Center for Mental Health.129

Still further intercooperation was evidenced in June 1989 when a cooperative 
relationship involving the residency programs of the two schools' departments of 
Anesthesiology was informally achieved.130 The latest areas to be combined are in 
Pediatrics. In 1986 the Pediatric Infectious Disease Division was formed under Dr. 
Chartrand. Cooperation between Creighton and UNMC has resulted in a combined 
Creighton-Nebraska Division. Newborn medicine and pediatric gastroenterology 
have also worked closely together. In late 1990 permission was sought and received 
from the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education to combine resi-

On left, Sandra Krueger, Learning Resource Center Assistant, 
and LRC Director Jane Romack display some anatomical 
models they provide for Creighton Health Science Students to 
study.
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dency programs in Pediatrics. While the Pediatrics 
departments of both schools remain separate enti
ties, the residency training programs were joined in 
July 1991. According to Dr. Jon A. Vanderhoof, 
Creighton's Chairman of Pediatrics, this combina
tion will allow both schools to build their areas of 
expertise without duplicating efforts. He cites 
Nebraska's specially strong areas in genetics and 
nephrology, while Creighton's include gastroenter
ology, infectious disease and rheumatology.131

These cooperative ventures signal a marked 
change in the Creighton/University of Nebraska 
relationship. A case can be made that the John A. 
Creighton Medical College was founded, at least in 

part, as a reaction to feuding between two factions of Omaha physicians. Through 
the years contention led to professional and sometimes social factionalism between 
the "Creighton crowd" and the "Nebraska bunch." While both institutions have 
survived and prospered, they have come to realize the strength of unity over 
division. One hundred years after its founding, the Creighton School of Medicine 
has six programs collaborating formally with the University of Nebraska College of 
Medicine. Physicians from both institutions are working together for the good of 
patients, students and the community. It seems what has survived of the historic 
rivalry between the two schools is friendly and productive.

Research
The growth of sponsored research at the School of 

Medicine during the last decade has been phenomenal.
In fiscal year 1980 sponsored research amounted to 
$1,678,246. For fiscal year 1992 the figure is in excess of 
$10 million, a six-fold increase.132

Some of the current Creighton researchers and their 
projects have been detailed in discussion of the Centers of 
Excellence and the Health Future Foundation. Other 
ongoing research of note includes the following:

The Regulatory Peptide Center

The Regulatory Peptide Center in the School of Medicine is an informal 
association of scientists from the Departments of Biomedical Sciences and Pharma
cology having diverse experience and expertise in different aspects of peptide 
research. The group of Dr. J.M. Conlon (Division of Biochemistry) is concerned with 
the purification and structural analysis of biological active peptides and a study of 
their receptors. Drs. D.D. Smith and R. F. Murphy (Division of Biochemistry) are 
involved with the chemical synthesis of novel peptides and assessment of their 
biological activities. The group of Dr. P. W. Abel has developed bioassay systems 
to study the action of regulatory peptides on the contractility of isolated smooth 
muscle preparations; and Dr. J. W. Hicks (Division of Physiology) is investigating 
cardiovascular effects of novel peptides using anesthetized animals.

C re ig h to n  U n iv e r s it y  M ed ica l S c h o o l 
G ro w th  in  R e s e a r c h  R e v e n u e  a n d  O v e rh e a d  R e c o v e r y

Dr. Stephen A. Chartrand.
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Participating laboratories are well supplied with the necessary equipment for 
purificaton, structural and conformation analysis, chemical synthesis and biological 
testing of regulatory peptides. The work of the Regulatory Peptide Center began in 
July 1989 with Dr. J. M. Conlon as program coordinator. At the present time, the 
researchers have published 22 articles in peer-reviewed journals and contributed 4 
comprehensive reviews.

The researchers at Creighton have established close and productive relation
ships with several internationally known laboratories in Australia, France, Canada, 
Denmark, Scotland and here in the United States. These collaborative research 
programs are supported by the Centre National de la Research Scientifique, Na
tional Science and Engineering Research Council of Canada, and a NATO Collabo
rative Research grant.

Bone Cancer Research Cl. is a real ‘ripsnorter’
Dr. Michael H. McGuire (M.D. 1975), Pro

fessor of Surgery in the Division of Orthopedics, 
of Biomedical Sciences in the Anatomy Division, 
and Acting Chairman of the Department of Sur
gery, is involved in studying the biology of bone 
cancer. He is particularly  interested in 
osteosarcoma, a highly malignant bone tumor, 
most commonly occurring in adolescents. His 
laboratory is currently maintaining several liv
ing human osteosarcoma cell lines and is exam
ining these for cancerous and osteoblast-like char
acteristics. The effects of growth factors on these 
cell lines and the production of growth factors by 
these cells are studied in order to gain insight 
about the proliferation of osteosarcoma in the 
body. Future research plans call for determining 
the action of various oncogenes and tumor repressor genes in the cell lines. He has 
published and presented his findings extensively to professional audiences, some of 
his latest publications appearing in Clinical Orthopaedics and Related Research, Cancer 
Research and Current Opinion in Orthopaedics.133

Receptor Pharmacology

Research by Dr. Frank Dowd in the Department of Pharmacology has con
cerned receptor pharmacology and signal transduction in salivary glands. It has 
involved several techniques to determine the flow of information within cells of the 
glands important in secretion. To answer questions as to how drugs and neurotrans
mitters cause secretion, isolated cells, subcellular fragments and isolated enzymes 
have been used. Understanding these events is important in understanding 
dysfunctions of secretory cells in general, such as seen in cystic fibrosis. NIH 
funding has been granted from 1984 to the present, renewed to 1995. Funding from 
1990 to 1995 will amount to $757,352.134
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St. Joseph Hospital -  Our Partner in Medical Education
As the Creighton School of Medicine approaches its 100th birthday, another 

anniversary also nears. This is the 100th anniversary of the association of the School 
of Medicine with St. Joseph Hospital in the teaching of health professionals. From 
the start, in 1892, the two institutions have been partners, in good times and bad, 
sharing innovations and striving for medical excellence. St. Joseph Hospital has 
been an integral part of each Creighton medical graduate's learning and has 
provided an abundance of memories that linger in the collective School of Medicine 
consciousness. Some of the highlights of the last decade at St. Joseph Hospital, our 
partner for a century, are related as follows:

-  Beginning in 1980, the Hospital and the School of Medicine have been active 
in helping to sponsor, coordinate and provide health personnel for free public 
Health Fairs. In addition to screening and detection services for health problems, 
community education on health matters is amply provided. Beginning as primarily 
a Creighton affair, the hospital participation has expanded to encompass employee 
health fairs, provided by companies for their employees, and also The Health Fair 
of the Midlands, on a larger, more regional scale.135

-  In 1982, St. Joseph became one of the area's two state appointed Level One 
trauma units.136

-  In May 1985, a new service was offered to the public by St. Joseph Hospital: 
Med Search. This free program, accessed via the telephone, matches callers with 
requested medical services and providers, giving 
physician referral and appointment services. It 
specifically aids consumers in locating physicians 
by specialty, location, area of expertise and special 
limiting insurance requirements, among other fac
tors. Callers can also be given appropriate refer
rals to other available hospital services and to 
outside community agencies. By the end of 1990, 
over 33,000 physician referrals had been provided 
by the service.137

In November 1990 the program became Med 
Search Plus when the original service was inte
grated with an automated telecare system of health 
information. In addition to the referral system, a 
caller now may choose by touchtone phone from 
over 300 health-related categories and listen to as 
many of these recorded messages as he desires.138

St. Joseph Center for Mental Health
Since 1923, long before mental health was a "hot" concern in medical circles, 

St. Joseph Hospital committed itself to providing leadership in this area. At that 
time, a thirty-bed annex was founded at the hospital, to treat mental illness. In 1949 
this commitment was expanded when the Our Lady of Victory Pavilion for mental 
patients was constructed.

When the St. Joseph Hospital proper moved to its new location near the 
Creighton campus in 1977, the mental health unit remained behind on 10th Street. 
Initial plans called for the mental health facilities to join the new St. Joseph facility

The new 
MedSearchPIns. 
It can help you 
in countless 

ways.
449-5000

How can MedSearch Plus help you? It can help you find a doctor. It can answer your health 
questions. It can tell you about Saint Joseph Hospital classes and programs. It can test your health 
knowledge. And there's more, much more. The listings on this page are just the beginning.

It's help that's quick and easy, too. Simply call 449-5000, then dial the four-digit category number. 
Best of all. it's help that's authoritative, because it's from Saint Joseph Hospital/Creighton

| Saint Joseph Hospital]
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New addition, St. Joseph Center for Mental Health.

sometime in the near future. Plans changed, 
however, and instead of being moved, the 
Mental Health Center was expanded at the 
existing site.

In early 1988 the Nebraska Certificate of 
Need Review Committee gave approval to a 
renovation and expansion project which in 
July 1987 had become the focal point of the 
newly combined Creighton and UNMC De
partments of Psychiatry. The first phase of the 
projected $10.2 million renewal project, the 
addition of a sixty-bed adult pavilion, was 
dedicated on October 28,1990. It included not 
only sixty private rooms, but also an intensive 
care unit on the lower level of the addition.
New multipurpose conference rooms were 

included throughout the new pavilion to facilitate teaching activities and doctor/ 
patient conferences. The Center's gymnasium was redesigned to allow its use as a 
meeting room seating 600. The new pavilion was connected to the old structure by 
a "greenhouse" walkway.

Symbolic as well as structural links to the past are included in the new Center 
for Mental Health addition. Three stained glass windows from the old St. Joseph 
Hospital chapel hang in the new pavilion entryway. Even more obvious to visitors 
is the main entrance to the Center. Here, embedded in brick and concrete, is the large 
arch that formed the main entrance of the old St. Joseph's Hospital. Rescued from 
the wrecker's ball when the old hospital was demolished in 1985, the arch stands as 
a reminder of the long, proud history that St. Joseph Hospital has forged as a leader 
in the health field.139

Sundry School of Medicine Highlights
-  In February 1980 a new publication was initiated at Creighton, The Creighton 

University Health Science News, a quarterly newspaper whose focus is the activities 
of the Health Science schools, including the School of Medicine. The publication 
helps to give the Creighton community an increased awareness of Health Science 
programs, policies, accomplishments and plans for the future.140

-  In 1983 Creighton Physicians Incorporated (CPI) was formed, the first 
Preferred Provider Organization (PPO) in the city of Omaha. Not an insurance plan 
but rather an alternative health care delivery system, CPI helps employee groups 
contain health care costs while maintaining the highest quality of care. Creighton 
and the School of Medicine have seen benefits through increased flow of clinical 
patients and an increase in participation by volunteer faculty in academic programs 
of the School. At present the CPI network includes about 280 Creighton physicians, 
dentists and clinical psychologists.141

-  In 1983 the St. Joseph Hospital/Creighton University Regional System for 
Visiting Physicians (RSVP) was established. This was a free, twenty-four hour 
service to Midlands physicians enabling them to consult St. Joseph staff and School 
of Medicine faculty, via toll-free WATS lines. RSVP could also be used for patient 
referral if necessary. When used in this manner, RSVP provided a referencing 
physician with extensive patient follow-up, if desired.142
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-  In 1984 the Dr. Scholl Foundation of Chicago established the Dr. William M. 
Scholl Endowment for Medical Jurisprudence at Creighton. The purpose was to 
provide legal training to faculty of the School of Medicine to assist them in teaching 
medical law and ethics to Health Science students. The first recipient of the grant 
was Dr. Matthew Severin, Professor of Microbiology and Associate Dean for 
Student Affairs, who subsequently graduated from the Creighton School of Law.143

-  The ILAC program of health care in the Domini
can Republic has continued with several enhancements 
along the way. In 1985 year-round health professional 
"circuit riders" were added to the program, to extend the 
level of care provided by teams of Health Science stu
dents. And in 1988, phase one began on the construction 
of a permanent compound of buildings in the Republic to 
house The Center for Health Education.

One very human ILAC success story was enacted in 
1983-84 and serves to illustrate the very essence of the 
program. A Creighton ILAC team went to the small 
Dominican farming village of Alto de la Paloma where
they met nine-year-old Ramon Fernandez-Rivas. Ramon il a c  Health Education Building, 

had suffered a back injury as a small infant which, al
though not damaging to his spine, had left a large 
wound. As Ramon grew, so did the scar tissue 
covering the wound, so that by the time he was 
nine, the scar was so restrictive that Ramon couldn't 
walk easily or even stand tall. The Creighton ILAC 
medical team could do little for Ramon there in his 
village, but refused to forget him.

Ramon and his mother were brought to St. 
Joseph Hospital where the scar tissue was surgi
cally removed and skin grafting was done on his 
back. The operation was successful, allowing 
Ramon eventually to stand free of deformity and 
run and play like 
other little boys.

M any were 
responsible for this 
humanitarian act.

New ILAC church. A physician on the
ILAC team flew the 

child and his mother to Omaha. St. Joseph Hospital 
donated all hospital services, School of Medicine 
surgeons contributed their surgical skills, while The 
Boys Town Institute (now Boys Town National Re
search Hospital) provided living accommodations 
for the boy and his mother. Nebraska Senator Ed
ward Zorinsky furnished assistance in cutting offi
cial red tape. All Of these Caring persons helped Ramon Fernandez-Rivas. 

provide a new life for one little boy.144

274



Chapter XII

Travel to the ILAC Clinic. Sleeping accomodations for ILAC participants. Needed medical help in the Dominican
Republic.

-  In 1984 six awards were created by the School of Medicine to acknowledge 
extraordinary accomplishments by faculty members. The awards, criteria for 
receipt, and recipients to date are:

-  Distinguished Professor Award, given to a 
faculty member who, by the example of personal 
commitment to teaching, scholarship and service, has 
had a major influence upon career choices of former 
students. Nominations are made by medical gradu
ates who have had their degrees at least two years.
Awardees have been:

1985 - John Daniel Egan
1987 - W. Eugene Sanders
1988 - Walter J. O'Donohue
1991 - Harry Jenkins

Dr. Harry Jenkins, 1991 Distinguished
- Distinguished Service Award, given to a fac- Professor Award recipient, 

ulty member who, through long and consistent com
mitment, has rendered unselfish and humanitarian service to the School of Medi
cine. Nomination is made by the Dean, Department Chairman or Division/Section 
Chief, with seconding letters from at least two other faculty members. Awardees 
have been:

1985 - Walter J. O'Donohue
1986 - Joseph M. Holthaus
1987 - Frank J. Iwerson
1988 - Donald R. Bennett
1989 - Matilda S. Mclntire
1990 - Robert J. Fitzgibbons, Sr.
1991 - John E. Krettek and 

Marjorie B. Wannarka

-  Young Investigator Award, given to a faculty 
member forty years of age or less who has completed 
formal training within the previous six years and who has 
achieved a significant record of postdoctoral research 
and early publication. Nominations are initiated by

Dr. O'Brien, left, and Father Morrison presented Distin-

f;uished Service Awards to Ms. Marjorie Wannarka and Dr. 
ohn Krettek, Professor Emeritus of Obstetrics and 

Gynecology.
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Department Chairmen. Award of this honor carries 
with it a $1,000 grant for use in any research-related 
activity. Awardees have been:

1985 - Vincent Lau
1986 - James White
1988 - Donald B. Kimmel
1989 - Peter W. Abel
1990 - DeVendra Agarwal
1991 - James Hicks

- The Master Clinician Award, given to a fac
ulty member who has an outstanding reputation for 
knowledge of disease processes, skill in the diagnosis 

and treatment of disease, and care of patients. Nomination is initiated by the 
Department Chairman or Division/Section Chief. Awardees have been:

1985 - Emmet M. Kenney
1986 - Vincent Runco, Jr.
1987 - George O. Clifford
1989 - James J. Shehan
1991 - John D. Hartigan

Distinguished Research Career Award, given 
to a faculty member who has made significant contri
butions to the advancement of an area of biomedical, 
behavioral, or medical research. Nominations are 
initiated by peers on the basis of a sustained record of 
meritorious publication, and seconded by a nation
ally recognized leader in the nominee's field who is 
not and has not been associated in any manner with 
Creighton. Awardees have been:

1985 - John S. Baumstark
1986 - Henry T. Lynch
1987 - Robert R. Recker
1988 - Robert Townley and

Calvin Turbes
1989 - Christine Sanders
1991 - Robert P. Heaney

- Dedicated Teacher Award, given to a faculty member who by long and 
meritorious teaching of biomedical, behavioral, or clinical sciences, has left a mark 
of excellence and provided students with a critical understanding of the faculty 
member's discipline. Nominations are initiated by Department Chairmen and 
seconded by students in the Health Science disciplines who have received instruc
tion from the candidate. Awardees have been:

Dr. John Hartigan, 1991 Master 
Clinician.

Dr. James Hicks, 1991 Young 
Investigator.

276



Chapter XII

1985 - William J. Schleuter
1986 - William J. Hunter
1987 - John Daniel Egan
1988 - Thomas J. Poulton
1989 - Vito Angelillo
1990 - Herbert Quigley
1991 - Arthur F. Dailey

- Additionally, the Department of Continuing 
Medical Education instituted an award for the faculty 
member who, through long and consistent commit
ment, has rendered unselfish service to the Medical 
School. Nominated by the Committee on Continuing 
Medical Education, the awardees have been:

Dr. Arthur F. Dailey, 1991 Dedicated 
Teacher.

1985 - Joseph D. Lynch
1986 - Syed M. Mohiuddin
1987 - Fred J. Pettid
1988 - Vincent Runco, Jr.
1989 - Washington Hill 
1991 - Robert J. Fitzgibbons, Jr.

-  Creighton School of Medicine and Creighton 
personalities were singled out for special honors 
three times during the past decade by the Combined 
Health Agencies Drive (CHAD), a group of eleven 
Nebraska health agencies. In 1981, Dr. Frank J. 

Dr. Robert j. Fitzgibbons, jr., 1991 Menolascino, chairman of the joint Creighton-Uni-
recipient11̂  Educatlon Award versity of Nebraska Department of Psychiatry was

named the Health Citizen of the Year. In 1984 Dr. 
Robert Heaney, former Vice President for Health Sciences and current John A. 
Creighton University Professor, was given the same honor. He was cited for his 
lasting impact on the training of health care professionals and for his extensive 
research in osteoporosis.145

In 1987 the Creighton University Medical Center and Dr. Richard O'Brien 
shared the same award, Health Citizen of the Year, with the University of Nebraska 
Medical Center and its Chief Executive Officer, Dr. Charles E. Andrews. Both health 
centers were recognized not only for their impact on research and health care but 
also for their considerable economic impact on the community of Omaha. Curt 
Gordon, CHAD Executive Director, stated:

We are fortunate to have two prestigious health science centers of 
such national prominence in a city the size of Omaha. . . Such 
prominence is the result of the dynamic leadership and inter- 
institutional cooperation provided the past few years by Drs. 
Andrews and O'Brien.146
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Dr. Frank J. Menolascino, Chairman 
of the Department of Psychiatry.

-  Many Creighton medical personnel have 
exported their expertise far and wide in recent years. 
For this they have received significant personal rec
ognitions, brought honor to the School of Medicine 
and enhanced the reputation Creighton has gained 
for medical excellence and leadership. Selected ex
amples include the following:

Dr. Frank J. Menolascino, Chairman of the com
bined Creighton-Nebraska Department of Psychia
try has been invited to address numerous national 

v j| | £Sg B B H |  and international conferences in recent years. He has 
presented all over the United States; in Toronto and 
Ontario, Canada; Athens, Greece; Amsterdam, Neth
erlands; and London, England. His contributions to 
the field of Psychiatry have been recognized by sig

nificant honors, including the E. A. Strecker Award as Outstanding Psychiatrist in 
America in 1976; the Merit Award for Research Activity from The President's 
Committee on Mental Retardation, the Distinguished Lecturer Award from Oxford 
University, England, and the Contributor's Achievement Award from the World 
Congress on Exceptional Children in Sterling, Scotland, all in 1979; the Outstanding 
Achievement Award from the World Psychiatric Association in Rome, Italy and the 
Samuel G. Hibbs Award for Research awarded by the American Psychiatric 
Assocation, both in 1984; and the Blake Marsh Lecture Award from The Royal 
College of Psychiatrists in London, England in 1990.147

Drs. Eugene and Christine Sanders, both from the Department of Microbiol
ogy, were invited to address international medical groups in London and West 
Germany in 1985.

At the 1985 World Congress of Gynecology and Obstetrics, two Creighton 
faculty members were invited to represent Creighton, Dr. Giles Monif and Dr. 
Robert Heaney.

In 1985 Dr. Henry Lynch, who was still serving as a World Health Organization 
consultant, presented a series of lectures on cancer genetics in Sweden, Germany 
and France.148

In 1987 Leon "Benny" Benschoter, then Creighton's Assistant Vice 
President for Health Sciences and Director of Biomedical Communication, 
spent three months in the People's Republic of China as a fellow in Project 
HOPE. Project HOPE is a non-profit organization which helps modernize 
health care systems worldwide through teaching and the sharing of 
knowledge. Mr. Benschoter's focus in China was Zhejiang Medical 
University, located in Hanzhou where he worked on the development of 
a Learning Resource Center based on the one he administered here at 
Creighton.149 He returned to Hanzhou in 1989 for 30 days to develop final 
plans for turning the project over to full Chinese operation.

In 1988 Assistant Professor of Radiology Dr. Samuel Mehr was 
appointed Director of the National Radiation Information Network, newly 
established by the American College of Nuclear Physicians. This network 
is intended to provide accurate and impartial health information to the 
public on all aspects of radiation.150

Leon G. "Benny" 
Vice President of 
Systems.

Benschoter, now 
Information
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Dr. Tom R. DeMeester, Creighton chairman of 
the Department of Surgery from 1983 to 1990, has 
made significant contributions to the fields of lung 
cancer and esophageal dysfunction, and in so doing 
has brought recognition and honors to himself and to 
the School of Medicine. In June 1989 he was awarded 
an honorary medical degree by the University of 
Linkoping in Sweden in recognition of his scientific 
achievements. While there to receive this degree, he 
performed esophageal surgery on a Swedish patient, 
assisted by University of Linkoping surgeons.151

In October, 1989 Dr. DeMeester was included in 
a list published by Town and Country magazine of the 
nation's outstanding medical specialists.152 This honor 
takes on even greater significance when it is noted that the physicians included were 
nominated by colleagues in each respective specialty nationwide. The Governor of 
Nebraska at the time, Kay Orr, congratulated Dr. DeMeester in a personal letter:

This is quite an honor for you as well as Creighton University. You 
have made tremendous contributions to the field of medicine and 
it is fitting that you be recognized for your fine work. We are proud 
to have you here in Nebraska, and I wish you many years of 
continued success.153

In addition to his Chairmanship of the Department of Surgery, Dr. DeMeester 
was active in organizing the Swallowing Center here at Creighton, and in assuring 
its success as a regional center. He has served as chairman of the membership 
committee of the American Association of Thoracic Surgeons; of the steering 
committee on thoracic surgery of the American College of Chest Physicians; and of 
the committee on postgraduate education of the Society of Thoracic Surgeons.154 He 
is co-editor of three books, and the author or co-author of thirty-eight book chapters. 
He has published over 230 articles, abstracts and commentaries in professional 
journals and has been involved in the production of seven motion pictures on 
thoracic surgery.155

-  In 1985 School of Medicine physicians began providing medical services at 
the Douglas County Health Department's Traveler's Clinic. Dr. Laurel Preheim, 
Associate Professor of both Medical Microbiology and Medicine was in charge of the 
clinic operation, which provided counseling and immunizations for international 
travelers as well as follow-up and treatment for travelers who developed health 
problems while abroad. Dr. Marvin J. Bittner, Associate Professor of Medical 
Microbiology and Medicine, developed a health education program unit at the clinic 
to help travelers avoid medical problems during their travels.156

-  In the Summer 1986, following an extensive self-study and a site visit, the 
American Medical Association's Liaison Committee on Medical Education granted 
full reaccreditation to the Creighton undergraduate medical education program. 
The report noted that an appropriate balance is struck between medical class size 
and total resources of the School of Medicine, including faculty, facilities and 
budget.157

Dr. Tom R. DeMeester.
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-  It will be remembered that in 1977, Creighton received a large grant from the 
Kellogg Foundation to help develop a new curriculum structure for the Health 
Sciences. Work began on a "knowledge base" for Health Science instruction, 
involving computer utilization of artificial intelligence to develop building blocks 
of instruction, helping to avoid needless duplication within the Health Sciences. 
Further Kellogg Foundation funding plus Health Future funding, began in 1987, 
enabled the continuation of the project.

The project became known as COMMES, the Creighton On-Line Multiple 
Medical Educational Services, when the original Kellogg Project was integrated 
with an elaborate computer program, designed by Steven Evans. This new system 
serves as an educational consultant in several areas, including Nursing, Medicine, 
Audio-visuals and Medical Technology, to tutor professionals on specific health 
topics by request via computer. The system can be utilized by academic centers as 
well as in clinical settings.

Within the nursing network, eventually the largest of the data bases, the 
technology was disseminated to Methodist and Immanuel Hospitals in Omaha as 
well as the St. Joseph Center for Mental Health and Antelope Memorial Hospital in 
Neligh, Nebraska. Early in 1990 Creighton sold the COMMES system to Health Care 
Expert Systems, which changed its name to PACE -  Patient Care Expert System. The 
new owner of this Creighton-originated technology has plans to market the system 
internationally.158

-  As have all the Health Science schools, the School of Medicine has adopted 
a clean-air, smoke-free environmental policy. The Vice President for Health 
Sciences offered a reward of $100 to any Health Science employee who could quit 
smoking for six months. This inducement, beginning February 15,1987, coincided 
with a ban on smoking in all but private offices and certain designated smoking 
areas. By June 1, 1987, the ban was extended to all but designated areas, and by 
March 1,1988, smoking was prohibited in all Health Science areas.159

-  Dr. Richard O'Brien, Vice President for Health Sciences, Medical Dean and 
1960 medical graduate, was a member of the National Cancer Institute's Cancer 
Center Support Grant Committee from 1984-1988, and was chairman of the group 
in 1987-1988.

In 1989, he chaired the Association of American Medical College's panel that 
reviewed the MCAT exam and recommended sweeping changes in the test's 
construction. The revised version of the exam, implemented in 1991, is designed to 
assess communication skills and to determine the ability of the prospective physi
cian to apply learned information to problem solving and critical reasoning. This is 
in contrast to the previous test, which tended to encourage rote memorization.

These MCAT revisions are in line with the call for physicians who are more 
broadly educated in the liberal arts and the humanities, able to deal with patients of 
diverse backgrounds. Dr. O'Brien's leadership in this area places Creighton's 
School of Medicine at the forefront of future trends in national medical education.160

The Future
Medical education at Creighton University has progressed astoundingly since 

1892, when the John A. Creighton College of Medicine was founded. Progress has 
been steady, culminating in phenomenal growth within the last few decades. What 
of the future and the second one hundred years at the Creighton School of Medicine? 
Lacking prophetic knowledge, we make bold, however, to mention some upcoming 
developments.
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New Clinic Building
A new three-level clinic building is un

der construction on Creighton's west campus, 
on 30th Street between Webster and Burt 
Streets. The 60,766-square-foot building de
signed by the Richard D. Nelson Architectural 
firm will cost about $7 million and is sched
uled for completion in late 1991 or early 1992.

The new structure will house an ex
panded cardiac care program. Since its incep
tion in 1961, the Cardiac Center has been lo
cated within St. Joseph Hospital, beginning in 
an area comprised of only four small offices 
and a small cardiac catheterization labora
tory. Since that time, phenomenal growth has 
occurred in staff size, services provided and 

number of patients. Although it continued to expand within the Hospital through 
the years, the Center has again outgrown the space it occupies. In order to provide 
all the services required by cardiac patients today and to perform meaningful 
research, the Center will be transferring all its activities, with the exception of those 
which are provided to hospitalized patients, to the new Clinic Building. All 
outpatient services, for instance echocardiographic studies, exercise testing, drug 
evaluations and pacemaker evaluations, will be provided on the ground floor of the 
building.

On the second floor of the building there will be twenty-two faculty offices, 
three conference rooms, a library, a video and heart sound room, a medical records 
department and resources for all the support personnel of the Center. These now 
number 190 persons.

The third floor of the building will be primarily dedicated to two specific 
functions. The first is an auditorium in which to conduct seminars and educational 
programs for physicians and other health care personnel as well as for the general 
public. It will be completely equipped to provide cooking schools to teach cardiac 
patients, and others at risk of suffering cardiac disease, how to prepare healthy 
foods. The other major activity of the third floor will be the new cardiac rehabilita
tion center. Until now, much effort has been expended in identifying and treating 
active cardiac disease. This Center will now emphasize the prevention of de novo 
cardiac disease and the prevention of recurrent cardiac disease.161

The building's design is symbolic, being somewhat futuristic with the exterior 
covered in reflective glass of silver, blue and green. Yet there is to be a definite link 
between the building and its surroundings, being built into the slope of the land, 
enhanced with green space and reflecting in its glass the surrounding neighborhood 
of homes. The School of Medicine's future is entwined with the Omaha community, 
and this is appropriately reflected in the design of the newest School of Medicine 
building.162

Hospital Relations
Under the terms of the 1984 St. Joseph Hospital purchase agreement with 

American Medical International, the Creighton Omaha Regional Health Care
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Corporation and Creighton University, in that order, would have the option to 
repurchase the hospital if any of several conditions were to occur. One of those 
conditions was the sale of AMI itself.

In October 1989 American Medical International was purchased by IMA 
Holdings Corporation.163 This triggered the buyback clause of the original purchase 
agreement. The Health Future Foundation, the legal successor to the Creighton 
Omaha Regional Health Care Corporation, has the first option to repurchase the 
hospital, followed by Creighton University. In January 1991 discussions began on 
a possible buyback and are still in progress as the School of Medicine Centennial 
nears.164 While the future ownership of the hospital remains unsettled at this point, 
the partnership between St. Joseph Hospital and the Creighton School of Medicine 
remains unquestioned. St. Joseph Hospital has always been, and will remain, an 
integral component of quality medical education at Creighton University.

Criss I Renovation/Beirne Research Tower
Research productivity and interdisciplinary research 

activities at the School of Medicine have shown continu
ing increases during the 1980's. Yet the facility housing 
the majority of the School of Medicine's research activi
ties, The Criss Research Building (Criss I) was built in 
1962, and while in generally good condition, is in need of 
updating and refurbishing. In addition, increased space 
is needed to accommodate the expanding research capa
bilities at Creighton, as evidenced by increased funding 
and added faculty.

In 1989 a feasibility study was conducted by Hol
land Basham Architects on the possible renovation of the 
Criss I Research Facility. Recommendations of this study were joined with a plan 
for new construction to formulate a combined Two-Phase Project initiated in 1991.

Phase I of the proposed project schedule will begin in late 1991 and will include 
construction of a new Criss Research Tower, adjacent to and attached immediately 
to the south of the existing Criss I Building. The new Tower will provide more than 
8,000 additional square feet of space for research laboratories. It will also house the 
new heating/ventilation/air conditioning systems to serve the renovated Criss I, 
and will provide improved animal care quarters for research animals. The new 
facility was made possible, in large part, by a very generous gift from Dr. Gilbert 
Beirne (M.D. 1945) and his late brother, Dr. Clinton Beirne (M.D. 1948), and a Federal 
grant obtained with the assistance of U.S. Senator Bob Kerrey. It is to be known as 
the Beirne Research Tower.

Some of the programs to be housed in the new Research Tower include: The 
Regulatory Peptide Research Program; the Allergic Disease Research Program; 
Experimental Surgery Projects; Bone Biology Research Center; Molecular Biology 
Core Facility; and Infectious Disease Research Center. Completion of the new 
Research Tower is scheduled for November 1992.

Phase II of the project is scheduled to begin in late 1992, after Phase I is realized, 
with completion anticipated by summer 1993. This phase calls for complete 
renovation of the existing Criss I facility, including installation of the new heating/ 
ventilation/air conditioning system; repainting; new ceilings and lights; new floor
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coverings; refinishing of cabinets and bench tops; replacement of electrical systems; 
installation of new fume hoods; installation of two new elevators; updating of the 
fire alarm system; and inclusion of increased office facilities.

The construction of the new Research 
Tower and the renovation of the existing Criss 
I facility will allow the Creighton Medical 
Center to expand its research activities to the 
increased level of its capabilities. The esti
mated cost for both phases of the project is in 
excess of $6 million.165
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Chapter XIII

The Changing Face Of The Medical Student

In comparison with the other medical schools in the United States, the 
Creighton School of Medicine has a remarkable record of encouraging the enroll
ment and education of minority students and women. The very first class of 33 
freshman students included Miss Kate Drake. The University student records of 
that time were not so detailed and extensive as they are today but consisted mainly 
of a name written in a book. For this reason, the only information we have about Miss 
Drake is that her home was somewhere in Nebraska. Evidently she did not remain 
more than one year in the Medical School. Why she did not continue and what 
happened to her afterwards is not recorded.1 The acceptance of Miss Kate Drake was 
a landmark step in Catholic college history because she was the first woman ever 
admitted to any one of the 28 American Jesuit colleges or universities.2

The John A. Creighton School of Medicine graduated its first woman physician 
in 1894. Since she was not listed as a student in the opening class, we must assume 
she was a transfer student although we have no information about her earlier 
history. But from what we do know, she may be regarded as an early women's rights 
advocate. She graduated as Dr. C. B. Offersen without indication that she was a 
woman. The use of initials only for first names may have been deliberate to disguise 
her gender.3 We do know, however, that when her name is listed in 1913 as one of 
the medical school graduates, she is located in South Omaha and is also identified 
as Mrs. M. Ziegler.4 The first woman graduate to complete all her medical school 
training at Creighton University was Anna Marie Griffith, who graduated from the 
Medical School in 1898 in a class of 13.5

When the Schools of Pharmacy and Dentistry 
opened in 1905, both had women in their initial 
classes. The School of Law opened in 1904 without 
women students but did graduate their first woman 
attorney in 1916. The College of Commerce, Ac
counting and Finance (later the College of Business 
Administration) opened in 1920 with an initial enroll
ment of 66 men and 8 women.6

It had to be otherwise with the undergraduate 
student classes. It must be remembered that in found
ing Creighton, Edward and Mary Lucretia had 
identified it as a Catholic school for boys. In that 
decade of the 1870's, a college education for women 
was still a new idea. But the twentieth century 
brought more demand for this, and with a good 

representation of women in their professional schools, Creighton University saw a 
need to provide more for women undergraduate students. This has obviously now 
been accomplished, but it was done in steps over some period of time.

The College of Arts (later the College of Arts and Sciences) agreed to start 
summer sessions in 1913 with women seeking degrees in teaching which would be 
equal to those of men. Undergraduate women were first allowed on campus during 
the academic year of 1919 when the University offered teachers' courses in the 
various college divisions. Offered exclusively that year, the courses were repeated 
in 1923.

Anna Marie Griffith (M.D. 1898).
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Beginning in 1925, agreements were 
reached between Creighton and the 
women's colleges in Omaha by which 
they would become the coed college of 
Creighton with women then eligible for 
degrees from Creighton. Duchesne Col
lege became affiliated in 1925, Saint 
Joseph's Nursing School in 1928, and the 
College of Saint Mary in 1929.

A seemingly final solution to the 
continuing demand for female education 
was reached in 1931 with the creation of 
Unversity College. Through it, women 
could receive a Creighton degree in Arts,
Sciences, Commerce and Journalism. The 
Unversity College was initially started as 
a division to take care of teachers' courses 
and not simply to enroll undergraduate 
women students. However, a continual enrollment of coeds led to what was 
described by former registrar Jack Williams as a "paper separation" with both 
women and men going to the same classes and reporting to the same dean but still 
being considered enrolled in different schools.

With the growth of University College, Creighton's affiliation with Duchesne 
and Saint Mary's was dropped in 1937. The nursing program with St .Joseph's was 
continued, with Nursing becoming a university department in 1955 and enlarged to 
a college in 1971.7

By 1933 Creighton was receiving comments from outside sources on its efforts 
to incorporate women students into its academic structure. The female aviator 
Amelia Earhart, in a visit to Omaha, expressed a strong desire to see Creighton 
continue its receptive attitude toward women in the professions.8

In 1899 the John A. Creighton College of Medicine graduated 3 women, Mrs. 
Augusta B. Engstedt, Miss A. Palmer, and Miss A. G. Wiley. In the class of 1902, there 
were 6 women in a class of 37, one of whom, Marie Hansen Morse, was reported still 
living in 1978, being then more than 100 years old.

The first known Black student appears in a 
photograph of medical students in the Histological 
Laboratory. The picture appeared in the 1900 cata
log. The first known Black graduate was William M. 
Gordon, who graduated in the class of 1901 (although 
his picture is included with the class of 1900.) He was 
from Nebraska, and in a 1913 list of past graduates, 
was shown as still being located in Omaha.

The first known woman faculty member at 
Creighton University was also in the College of Medi
cine, Mattie Laughlin Arthur, M.D., shown in the 
graduating class photo of 1901, which also included 
two women graduates in a class of 28.9 Dr. Arthur 

William m . Gordon (m .d . 1901). served as an Assistant in Anatomy.10

Note the number of women graduates.
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The first Puerto Rican medical student accepted at Creighton was a Miss 
Carmen Chavez who was awarded a four-year medical school scholarship from 
Puerto Rico, and she selected Creighton as the medical school to attend. She was in 
the freshman class of 1946.11

The 1920's and the depression decade of the 1930's brought a decrease in the 
relative number of women students in medical schools across the United States. 
There seems to have been a lower percentage applying, perhaps from some 
impression that women students were unfairly taking a male student's place and 
after graduation might choose to get married, have a family, and not practice. 
Whatever the cause, there were at least some women students in almost every class 
at our Medical School.

One of our graduates, Dr. Elinor Marsh (M. D.
1942), remembers being enrolled in the University 
College as a premed student because the Arts and 
Sciences was still for men only. Few activities, espe
cially athletics, were available for women. Dr. Marsh 
was listed in a yearbook as Director of Women's 
Athletics for teaching one hour of swimming each 
week. After graduation, this lack of women's facili
ties and activities made her ineligible for full mem
bership in the American Association of University 
Women.

However, Dr. Marsh said she noticed no dis
crimination because of her gender: "We were treated 
like ladies and expected to act the same. We wore 
dresses or sweaters and skirts and, always, high heels and hose."

Although most people believe now, as in her day, that women medical 
students experience disadvantages, Dr. Marsh disagrees: "I think the ones in school 
when I was did not, because Creighton admitted the 'feminine' type as opposed to 
the 'mannish'." She recalls two exceptions:

Our Anatomy professor chose me, for a short time, to use as an 
example. It was not enough that I knew today's lesson. I had to 
know tomorrow's also. He ended up giving me the second highest 
grade in the class. One surgery professor was also against women 
in medicine, but we just had him one hour a week for ten weeks.

Three women in a class of sixty (5%) graduated in Dr. Marsh's class. A fourth 
entered as a freshman and did not continue, going on to graduate from another 
medical school. Medical School admission in Dr. Marsh's day was perhaps easier 
than it is today, high grades and the required credits being the main criteria. But, as 
today, Creighton looked for a broadly-educated student, rather than concentrating 
solely on high grades in the sciences.

In spite of the easier entrance requirements, attrition rates were higher, 
especially in the first year; "I don't remember the number in my class who did not 
make it past the first year, but there were many."

Elinor Marsh (M.D. 1942).
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Also expressing good classmate and faculty support was Dr. Rita 
Peril (M.D. 1944). She noted the following:

With a total of only about twenty girls in medical school 
during our attendance at Creighton University, Margaret 
Storkan (the other girl in my class) and I felt very fortunate 
to have the support and acceptance of our classmates. We 
shared many joys, disappointments and grief at times, but 
we gained strength knowing we had our colleagues behind

In 1945 Harvard Medical School announced they had admittted their 
first female medical student.13 That same year The Creightonian noted the Rita Dobei Peril (m .d . 1944). 

Creighton School of Medicine had enrolled 14 women, the largest number 
to date enrolled at the same time.14

Beginning after World War II, the proportion of women students in medical 
schools in the United States has gradually and steadily increased. A writer, Steven

Jonas, calculated (from figures provided by the 
Association of American Medical Colleges) that in 
1929 4.5% of entering medical students were 
women; by 1950 this was 5.3%, 1960 was 7%, 1970 
was 11.3% and in 1975 was 23.7%.15 The percent
age for Creighton Medical School has not been 
calculated so precisely but has followed a similar 
increase, and currently women represent approxi
mately one-third of the Medical School student 
body. This gradual increase has led many to 
expect that half of our nation's physicians will be 
women by sometime in the next century.

Women students were 
making a good showing aca
demically during World War 
II when Creighton Medical 
School had a wartime accel
erated program. Forty-four 
seniors were graduated in 
March 1943, and the best four- 
year academic average was 

held by Dr. Agnes F. Jennings. For this, she received the Doctor 
Adolph Sachs Scholarship prize.16

In February 1974 The Creightonian reported on some infor
mal discussion sessions held for undergraduates on "Women 
in Medicine" and "Women in Law." One of our recent gradu
ates, Dr. Mary Walton Conti (M.D. 1970), made a good pitch for 
more women to study medicine, noting that the "old maid 
myth about women doctors has faded. It is now possible to 
combine medicine, home, and family."17 Combining studies 
with family had already received a positive comment from 
Dean Joseph Holthaus during a 1971 interview. When asked

Lynn D. Barkmeier (M.D. 1983), winner of the Dr. 
Herbert H. Davis Scholarship for Outstanding 
Surgical Resident, presented by Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. With Dr. Barkmeier is, left, 
Arnold Lempka (M.D. 1941), Physicians Mutual 
Board Chairman, and Mr. Robert Reed, President, 
Physicians Mutual.

Agnes F. Jennings (M.D. 1943) receiving 
the Dr. Adolph Sachs Scholarship Prize. 
Standing is Rev. Joseph Zuercher, S.J., 
President of Creighton University.

292



Chapter XIII

about students becoming pregnant, he reported that 
they could go right on with their studies, could have 
leave of absences as necessary, and "we would make 
it possible for these women to come back at any 
time."18

When desegregation became a national issue in 
the 1950's and 1960's, minorities were encouraged to 
enter medical school. Prominent notice was given in 
The Creightonian beginning in 1961 of National Medi- 
cal-Sloan Foundation Scholarships available to 10 
qualified "Negro men for four-year full medical school 
expenses." Of a more immediate nature, the School 
of Medicine, beginning in 1977, sponsored a pilot 
program called "Saturdays for Science." This was a 
five-week program designed for Black high school students and conducted by the 
School of Medicine faculty in Criss I. Its purpose was to stimulate an interest in 
science in young Blacks who otherwise might never have considered college, let 
alone a career in a scientific field such as medicine. The organizers of the program 
were Dr. Donal F. Magee and Dr. Henry H. Gale, both with the Department of 
Physiology and Pharmacology; Dr. Robert P. Heaney, Department of Medicine; and 
Dr. William T. Niemer, Department of Anatomy. Later, in addition, other medical 
faculty members staffed the program.19

In September 1971 Creighton sponsored a convocation on methods of increas
ing the enrollment of minority students in health education programs. It was 
attended by faculty members and persons from civic and government groups. The 
speakers included representatives from the U.S. Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare; the Josiah Macy Foundation, which assists minority students; Vernon 
Smith, a Howard Unversity medical student who was President of the National 
Student Medical Association; and Dr. Andrew Thomas of Chicago, representing 
Project '75, a National Medical Association Program designed to increase interest in 
medicine among black students. Dr. Thomas, himself a black physician, described 
Creighton University as "one of the brighter lights in the United States" in admittting 
minority students to medical school. "It is clear that Creighton's administration is 
committed to the idea of increasing the number of minority medical students," he

said, and "the fact that 11 percent of this year's 
Medical School freshmen are minority group mem
bers is a sign of this."20

By April 1972 the Nebraska Medical Journal was 
reporting that:

Nearly 75 Omaha area high school 
and college m inority students 
attended a recent Health Careers 
Opportunity Conference held at 
Creighton University. Speakers at 
the gathering included Dr. Claude 
Organ, Chairman of the Department 
of Surgery at Creighton's Medical 
School, as well as Dr. William

Claude H. Organ (M.D. 1952), 
Chairman of Surgery 1971-1982.
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Felman, Regional Director of Project '75, a federally sponsored 
program to help colleges obtain a 12 percent minority representation 
by 1975. Those in attendance were encouraged to consider a career 
in the health sciences. They were given information concerning 
scholarships available, facilities available, and opportunities they 
might expect to encounter as practicing professionals.21

In September 1972 the Creighton Medical School announced that it had 
received a grant of $72,295 by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Princeton, 
New Jersey. The grant provided for scholarships and loans to be made over the next 
four years to students from rural backgrounds, women students, and minority 
students.22

By 1974 Creighton had established a Minority Affairs Office for Flealth 
Sciences. Conferences for undergraduate minority students were being organized 
by Evelyn Smith, the Minority Recruitment and Retention Director for Health 
Sciences.23 By that September, the Director of the Minority Affairs Office, John 
Pierce, noted that the fall semester had seen enrolled 26 minority students in the 
School of Medicine, 15 in the School of Dentistry, 5 in the School of Pharmacy and 
12 in the School of Nursing.24

Another grant of $3,000 was received that year from the General Mills 
Foundation. The money was designated to be used for the educational development 
of minority students in Creighton's Health Sciences schools, and the Foundation 
had agreed to contribute similar amounts in future years, subject to evaluation of 
Creighton University's utilization of the funds.25

The best, and still continuing, effort to enroll minority students in our medical 
school began in 1975, and much credit for its success goes to Dr. John Elder, Professor 
of Pharmacology, who has been Director of the Program since its beginning. The 
Creighton Alumnews gave the following report in 1983:

Dr. John Elder and his 
Creighton faculty colleagues are 
batting .770 after 8 years in the "Post- 
Baccalaureate League" preparing 
college graduates from  d is
advantaged backgrounds for 
acceptance into medical schools.
Since the program was started at 
Creighton in 1975,154 students have 
completed the program and 77 
percent of these have gone on to gain 
admittance to medical school.

"This is the basic purpose of 
the program," Dr. Elder explains.

"What we do is take students who are intelligent and motivated 
enough to be successful in medicine or dentistry, but who, for 
whatever reasons, came up too short in grade point averages and 
MCAT scores to be accepted by a medical school."

Dr. John Elder.
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Each year some 20 college graduates begin what Dr. Elder 
calls a "lock-step, six-hour-a-day curriculum," running from the 
third week in September to the second week in April. This 
curriculum is designed to correct deficiencies in biology, chemistry, 
physics and mathematics. These courses are taught by faculty 
members in the College of Arts and Sciences, and members of the 
English Department also conduct courses to improve reading and 
writing skills. "Each Department reviews basic materials from top 
to bottom in that particular discipline," according to Dr. Elder, "the 
MCAT examination is on fundamental knowledge, nothing wildly 
esoteric."

"The program is funded by the Federal Health Career 
Opportunities Program, and all the money we get goes for 
instruction," Dr. Elder said. The aim of the HCOP is to attempt to 
bring to parity the representation of minority/disadvantaged 
students in the health professions with their representation in the 
general population. Funding for the program covers the students' 
tuition and books; food and housing they pay themselves.

California usually has a large representation in the Post-Bac.
Classes and students come from coast to coast, according to Elder, 
who added that these students generally are highly motivated. "At 
this stage of their education, they definitely know they want to be 
physicians, and they have to uproot themselves to come to Omaha.
A student has to be ready and motivated to succeed in the Post-Bac 
Program because it's nothing but pure work."

He added that many of the students through the years have 
remarked that the specialized focus of the Post-Bac classes and the 
reinforcement from their classsmates in the program are what 
makes the difference between the Creighton program and the 
undergraduate classes at their various schools or colleges.26

At the Student National Medical Association Spring 
Meeting held in Detroit in 1984, Dr Elder was given a 
special award citing the national impact of the school's 
Post-Baccalaureate Program. The award was presented 
to Dr. Elder on behalf of the Student Association by Lewis 
Gamarra (M.D. 1986) of Bethel, Connecticut, and Daphne 
Favroth (M.D. 1986) of Newark, California. They were 
among the "graduates" of the Post-Bac Program and 
were preparing to enter their junior year in the Creighton 
School of Medicine.27 The 77 percent success rate of this 
special program was remarkable enough but by 1990 that 
overall figure had risen to 85 percent.28

Additional efforts began in the 1980's to reach down 
to minority high schoool students to create more interest 

in medical careers. An unusual step in this direction was created by our Family 
Practice Department in 1987. As reported by the Program Director, Dr. Diane 
Dodendorf,

Lewis E. Gamarra (M.D. 1986), left, and Daphne L. Favroth 
(M.D. 1986) present award to Dr. John Elder.
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Four minority high school students will receive hands-on 
experience in medical research as part of a summer apprentice 
program offered by the School of Medicine's Family Practice 
Department. During the eight-week apprenticeships, students will 
help care for and collect data on patients suffering from hypertension. 
In addition, the students will attend Health Sciences classes and 
complete reading assignments. The apprentice's work will be 
supervised by health care professionals.

The program is open to minority students currently enrolled 
as sophomores, juniors, or seniors from Omaha area high schools. 
Apprentices will work 30 hours per week at $3.40 per hour. A grant 
to fund this program came from the National Institute of Health.29

Beginning that year and continuing since have been 
other Health Career Workshops for minority junior and 
senior high school students. These are scheduled for 
Saturdays from 8:00 A.M. to 2:30 P.M., with a lunch 
included, and the workshops focus on exposing high 
school minority students to the health professions through 
hands-on experience.30

It is evident that as we enter our second 100 years, 
we can be sure that our efforts and success to involve 
women and minorities will be continued. No wonder 
Creighton University School of Medicine continues to 
receive every year an amazing number of applications. It 
is known that we operate without prejudice, and give fair 
consideration to every applicant who seeks us out.
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Chapter XIV

Deans Of The Creighton School Of Medicine

1892-1896 -  Patrick S. Keogh, M.D.
1896 (Acting); 1897-1900; 1901-1913 -  DeWitt Clinton Bryant,

M.D., F.A.C.S.
1900-1901
1913-1915
1915- 1916
1916- 1918 
1918-1932
1932- 1933
1933- 1939 
1939-1948 
1948-1951 
1951-1959 
1959-1970 
1970-1980 
1980-1982 
1982-

John Prentiss Lord, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
Archibald Lawrence Muirhead, M.D. 
Robert Retzer, M.D.
James Ross Clemens, B.M., B.Ch., F.R.C.S. 
Herman von W. Schulte, M.D.
Rev. John Joseph Mclnerny, S.J. (Acting) 
Bryan Michael Riley, M.D., F.A.C.P. 
Charles Martel Wilhelmj, M.D.
Percy J. Carroll, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Frederick George Gillick, M.D., F.A.C.C. 
Richard Leo Egan, M.D., F.A.C.P.
Joseph Michael Holthaus, M.D., F.A.C.P. 
James Erwin Hoff, S.J., Ph.D. (Acting) 
Richard L. O'Brien, M.D., F.A.C.P.

Patrick S. Keogh, 1892-1896
Very little is recorded of the life of the first dean 

of the Creighton Medical College. Dr. Keogh was a 
well-known and respected physician of his time, 
however, and a staff member of St. Joseph's Hospital. 
As such, he was among the small group called to meet 
with John A. Creighton and the President of Creigh
ton University in the spring of 1892 to help determine 
the feasibility of establishing the John A. Creighton 
College of Medicine.

During Dr. Keogh's tenure as the first dean of 
the new Medical College, in 1894, the College ex
panded its medical course to four years, the first 
school west of the Mis

sissippi to do so. After leaving the office of dean in 
1896, it is known that he practiced in Salt Lake City 
until his death in 1924. Dr. Keogh was the father of 
Frank S. Keogh, prominent Omaha businessman, 
who was President of the Paxton and Gallagher Com
pany in Omaha.1

Dewitt Clinton Bryant 
Acting Dean 1896 
Dean 1897-1900; 1901-1913

Dr. Bryant was born in Lorain County, Ohio, on 
June 3,1849, in moderate circumstances. His father,
David Bryant, was a farmer and merchant. Dr. Bryant 
received his undergraduate education at Oberlin
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College, Oberlin, Ohio, and his M.D. from the medical department of Wooster 
University in Cleveland in 1875. He worked his way through both institutions by 
teaching school. Also in 1875 he married Sophronia Peckham of Chatham, Ohio.

Dr. Bryant first practiced medicine as a general practitioner at North Riggevillle, 
a small community in northern Ohio, for a period of six years. He then made the 
decision to specialize in diseases of the eye and ear, spending the next two-and-a half 
years in New York and London studying in this field.2 In 1884 he returned to Omaha 
and established a busy practice in ophthalmology and otolaryngology. In the spring 
of 1892, he was one of the small group of medical men who met with John Creighton 
to organize the John A. Creighton Medical College. At the school's opening, he 
served as Secretary, under Dean Patrick Keogh, from 1892-1896. After Keogh's 
departure, Bryant became Acting Dean, then Dean in 1897. Except for a brief period 
between 1900 and 1901, he was Dean until early in 1913. For his entire tenure at 
Creighton from 1892 to 1913, he was the Chairman of the Department of Ophthal
mology (at times combined with Otolaryngology). Dr. Bryant resigned in 1913 to 
devote more time to private practice. He moved to Claremont, California, where he 
remained in active practice until his death on June 30,1940, at age ninety-one.

During Dr. Bryant's tenure as Dean, remarkable progress was made at the new 
John A. Creighton Medical College. The school established itself in its new building 
on 14th & Davenport Streets, and many growing pains of the school were handled. 
By all accounts, Dr. Bryant was regarded with respect and affection by colleagues 
and students alike, being given the nickname "Daddy" Bryant. Fr. Michael Dowling, 
President of Creighton University, had this to say of him:

For years, Dr. DeWitt C. Bryant was the soul of the Creighton 
Medical College. His ability as an executive, his skill as an organizer, 
his deep knowledge of human nature and keen insight into character, 
his acknowledged power as a leader, his recognized standing in his 
profession -  all contributed to make him an indispensable factor 
and an assured success as Dean of Creighton Medical College. His 
pleasant smile, his genial manners, his unaffected simplicity had an 
irresistible charm; he was ever affable and accessible; in the darkest 
days, when the future of the College was most doubtful, he was 
calm and imperturbable, cheerful and full of hope. He was dear to 
all, professors and students alike, and all had confidence in him, 
because he knew when to be firm and when to relax, and at no time 
was he unwilling to listen calmly and decide justly, and if necessary, 
to pour oil on the troubled waters. . . . Dr. Bryant was a man in a 
thousand.3

Dr. Bryant was fond of hunting and fishing, and was an extensive world 
traveler. In his capacity as Dean of the Creighton College of Medicine, he was Chief 
of the Medical and Surgical staff at St. Joseph's Hospital. He was President of the 
Omaha-Douglas County Medical Society in 1888, President of the Nebraska State 
Medical Association in 1913 and Secretary of the American Academy of Railway 
Surgeons. He was a member of the American Medical Association, the Missouri 
Valley Medical Society and the Pan-American Medical Congress. He was also one 
of the original organizers of the American College of Surgeons.

300



Chapter XIV

John Prentiss Lord, 1900-1901
Dean for but a brief period between the first and 

second terms of Dr. DeWitt Clinton Bryant was Dr.
John Prentiss Lord. Dr. Lord was born on April 17,
1860, in Dixon, Illinois. After three years of study, he 
graduated with an M.D. from Rush Medical College 
of Chicago in 1882. His first practice was a general 
one in Creston, Illinois, from 1882-1886. Here he 
married Minnie L. Swingley on October 20, 1886, 
with whom he had two children, a son and a daugh
ter.

In 1886 Dr. Lord did postgraduate study at the 
New York Post-Graduate College, after which he 
moved to Omaha. Dr. Lord was a member of the 
original faculty of the newly established John A. Creighton Medical College and 
Chairman of the Anatomy Department from 1892-1893. Having decided to special
ize in surgery, he became Associate Professor of Surgery and attending surgeon at 
St. Joseph's Hospital in 1893. In 1898 he became Professor of Surgery, a position he 
retained until 1913. At that time, having further decided to limit his surgical interest 
to orthopedics and given that the Creighton College of Medicine had no Department 
of Orthopedic Surgery, Dr. Lord took the position of Professor of Orthopedic 
Surgery at the Nebraska University College of Medicine. At the time of his death on 
March 3,1940, at Coral Gables, Florida, he still held the rank of Professor Emeritus 
of Orthopedic Surgery at the University.4

Dr. Lord was one of the chief organizers and later Surgeon-in-Chief of the 
Nebraska Orthopedic Hospital in Lincoln from 1905-1917. At that time he enlisted 
in the Army Medical Corps and served at Ft. Riley, Kansas, as Chief Instructor in 
Military Orthopedic Surgery. He was Orthopedic Surgeon to St. Catherine's, Lord 
Lister, Clarkson, University and Methodist Hospitals, and Consulting Orthopedic 
Surgeon for the Convalescent Home for Crippled Children.

Dr. Lord was extremely active in organized medical and civic activities. He 
was President of the Omaha-Douglas County Medical Society in 1899, of the 
Western Surgical Association in 1910, of the Nebraska State Medical Association 
also in 1910, of the Missouri Valley Medical Association in 1915, of the Central States 
Orthopaedic Club in 1916, of the Sioux Valley Medical Association in 1921 and of the 
Omaha Mid-West Clinical Society in 1935. He was chairman of the orthopedic 
section of the American Medical Association in 1930-31, trustee of Doane College 
and the Omaha University, and a director of the YMCA. In addition he held 
memberships in many and varied professional associations, including the American 
Orthopedic Association, the Rochester Surgeons Club and the Elkhorn Valley 
Medical Association. He was an organizer of the American College of Surgeons. He 
also published a great deal in medical literature. For relaxation, he and his wife 
traveled the world extensively.5

In February 1938 the Dr. J.P. Lord Elementary School was opened in the 
basement of the old Field Club School. This was a school for children with handicaps 
of a severe orthopedic and mental nature. In 1957 this school, named in honor of Dr. 
Lord, moved to its present facilities at 330 South 44th Street in Omaha. Dr. Lord, 
whose early years in Omaha were spent at the Creighton College of Medicine, made 
a lasting mark on the community which he had adopted as his own.6
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Archibald Lawrence Muirhead, 
1913-1915

Dr. Archibald L. Muirhead was considered by 
many to have shown "great heroism in the interest of 
medical service."7 While dying of Addison's Disease, 
to which he succumbed at the age of fifty-seven on 
April 17,1921, Dr. Muirhead assisted the Mayo Clinic 
in first diagnosing his case, and then in determining 
a treatment for future patients so afflicted. The 
treatment became known as The Muirhead Regime 
for Addison's Disease. A medical historian explains: 
"The principle of the treatment Muirhead mapped 
out, too late for his own use, is the frequent adminis
tration of adrenalin hypodermically and by rectum 

and of the whole gland or suprarenal cortex by mouth to the point of tolerance."8 Dr. 
Muirhead published his case history and observations in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association. He concluded:

Although the writer is the patient, he believes that observations 
made by a physician who is also a teacher of pharmacology will be 
of greater value to those who have patients with Addison's disease 
under their care, than would the usual observations.9

After Dr. Muirhead's death, Dr. L.G. Rowntree of the Mayo Clinic continued to use 
the Muirhead Regime and published several articles concerning its effectiveness in 
the Journal of the American Medical Association.

Archibald Lawrence Muirhead was born on September 30,1884, at McIntyre, 
Ontario. He regularly attended a country log cabin school until the age of thirteen. 
After that time, he was able to attend sporadically only, having to drop out for 
months at a time to help his family with farm labor. At age nineteen, he started high 
school in Collingwood, Ontario, working his way as a public school teacher in 
northern Michigan. Following this, he pursued a medical education at the Univer
sity of Michigan, graduating in 1892.10 (Some sources give 1893 or 1894 as the date 
of his M.D.)

Dr. Muirhead practiced medicine in Michigan for several years, in addition to 
acting as an Instructor in Pharmacology for three years at his alma mater. On leaving 
Michigan for Nebraska, he practiced in Hemingford, Lyons, Winside and Central 
City, Nebraska, before moving to Omaha in 1904. At that time he became Professor 
of Pharmacology at the Creighton College of Medicine, a position he held until his 
death. He chaired the Department of Pharmacology (sometimes combined with 
Physiology) from 1913-1921. He became Superintendent of the school's Dispensary 
Clinic, and later Vice Dean.

As Dean from January 1913 until September 1915, Dr. Muirhead had to face the 
difficult task of bringing the Creighton College of Medicine up to the more exacting 
standards of the Flexner Era. Under his leadership, Creighton changed its entry 
requirements in 1914 to one year of college-level work. Dr. Muirhead also instituted 
and headed a new medical research society at the school in 1913 and began an 
enlargement of the medical library facilities in the same year. He resigned the 
deanship in 1915 to devote more time to teaching and heading the Department of 
Physiology.
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In other areas, Dr. Muirhead served on the State Medical Examining Board of 
Nebraska for six years. For eight years he was the editor of The Western Medical 
Review. He also published widely in professional journals and authored Materia 
Medicafor Nurses, a textbook for nurses' training published in 1919.

Robert Retzer, 1915-1916
Very little is known of the life of Dr. Robert 

Retzer. He was hired to replace Dr. A.L. Muirhead, 
who had retired to devote himself full time to teach
ing. It is known that Dr. Retzer was a graduate of the 
University of Leipzig. He taught four years at Johns 
Hopkins Medical School, two years at the University 
of Minnesota Medical School and four years at the 
University of Chicago. His special area of expertise 
was Anatomy. When he came to Creighton, he was 
put in charge of the Anatomical Laboratories and 
taught Anatomy in addition to his duties as Dean.11

Dr. Robert Retzer, Dean 1915-1916.

James Ross Clemens, 1916-1918
Again, little is known of the life of Dr. James R. 

Clemens. Born in 1866, he took his undergraduate 
and medical degrees abroad, from the University of 
London. He was a member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons. Before coming to the Deanship of Creigh
ton College of Medicine in September 1916 at age 
fifty, he was Professor of Pediatrics at St. Louis Uni
versity School of Medicine.12

After becoming Dean at Creighton, Dr. Clemens 
initiated a thorough reorganization of the school. 
Partly in response to the Flexner Report of 1910, and 
partly to win and keep proper accreditation from the 
American Association of Medical Colleges, this 

"house cleaning" touched many aspects of the school. New equipment, expanded 
facilities, more faculty members, remodeled labs, 
changes in the curriculum and the new clinical clerk
ship system - all of these were a part of Dr. Retzer's 
reorganization. After less than two years, ill health 
forced him to resign as Dean in July 1918. He then 
returned to St. Louis.13

Herman von Wechlinger Schulte,
1918-1932

Dr. Herman von Wechlinger Schulte, perhaps 
the most colorful Dean ever to administer the Creigh
ton School of Medicine, was born on August 9,1876, 
in Utica, New York. He was the son of an Episcopal 
clergyman, the Rev. Bernard von W. Schulte, who 
desired that his son follow in his footsteps to pursue

Dr. Herman von W. Schulte, Dean 
1918-1932.
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a clerical career.14 His mother, Julia Low Nelson, had different aspirations for her 
son, however, and it was at his mother's wish that young Herman pursued a liberal 
and classical education, but one which eventually led to a career in medicine.

At age twelve Herman entered a select prep school, St. Paul's in Concord, New 
Hampshire, where he was among the class leaders and received a gold medal for the 
highest grade in English. He then attended Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut, 
where, among other activities, he was literary editor of the Trinity Tablet. He 
received his B.A. degree from Trinity in 1897, valedictorian of his class. He went on 
to receive his M.D. with highest honors from Columbia University College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in New York City. While at Columbia, he won several cash 
prizes in competitive exams for medical students.

The years 1902 to 1904 found the young Dr. von Schulte serving an internship 
at Presbyterian Hospital in New York City, after which he journeyed to the 
University of Berlin twice to pursue specialized studies in Anatomy. In 1904, he 
joined the faculty of the Department of Anatomy at his alma mater, Columbia. He 
progressed in rapid order from Demonstrator to Adjunct Professor, Assistant 
Professor, Associate Professor and full Professor. A colleague of Dr. von Schulte's 
at Creighton, Dr. Francis Heagey, who had also been a colleague at Columbia with 
him, noted:

To the medical students at Columbia Dr. Schulte was by far the 
most eminent, the most cultured and the most democratic of all the 
men who served at the time in the capacity of either professor or 
instructor. His lectures were finished products. His ability to use 
both hands in drawing was a never ceasing wonder to the students 
and to his associates. His mere appearance in the dissecting room 
or a visit to his office was not without its impression on the student.
As to his associates, they delighted in the discussions that he would 
lead by the hour, not only on matters of anatomical significance, but 
of clinical and of economical importance in themselves and to the 
profession.15

While at Columbia, Dr. von Schulte was also active in research, earning a reputation 
in particular for anatomical studies on the vascular system.

In September 1917 Dr. von Schulte accepted an offer to come to the Creighton 
College of Medicine as Professor of Anatomy with administrative responsibilities 
as Junior Dean. This was a decision which surprised many of his New York 
colleagues. After the resignation of Dean Clemens, Dr. von Schulte was made Dean 
of the Medical College in July 1918.

The von Schulte years at Creighton were years of growth and progress for the 
College. As an administrator, Dr. von Schulte used more "hands on" technique than 
had most Deans up to that time. He also continued in his capacity as Professor of 
Anatomy. By all accounts, Dr. von Schulte was a brilliant lecturer and has been 
referred to as a born teacher. Dr. Morris Blacker (M.D. 1934), a student of von 
Schulte's, recalled that more than once students were on their feet in spontaneous 
applause at the close of one of his lectures.16 Dr. von Schulte was repeatedly voted 
the most popular member of the faculty, despite the fact that students were 
somewhat intimidated by his aristocratic carriage and impressive scientific reputa
tion.
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There was so much more, however, to Dr. von Schulte than his administrative 
savvy and brilliance as an anatomist and teacher. Perhaps it was all of these other 
facets of his life that enabled him to bring so very much to his service at Creighton. 
Dr. von Schulte was a Renaissance man, with interests, avocations and capabilities 
in diverse areas. A former student, one of his eulogists, noted:

The many facets of his splended character make it impossible to 
characterize his life and career even in the pithiest of phrases. To 
describe him adequately one must paint into the composite picture 
the scholar, the scientist, the civic leader, the humanitarian, the 
gentleman who was the symbol of culture in the best and highest 
sense of the word. This method alone will portray Dr. Schulte as he 
stood out in his own world.17

Dr. von Schulte was an avid reader, having a personal library started at the age 
of sixteen. He read everything, from Greek and Latin classics (in the original), to 
current fiction, history, philosophy, sociology and scientific works. Some of his 
favorites were Plato, Huxley, Kant and Samuel Butler. He was a linguist, speaking 
and reading not only Greek and Latin but also French, German and Italian. He read 
and quoted poetry at great length. Another former student, Eugene F. Noonan 
(M.D. 1917), recalled him saying, "When I feel blue, I take up a book on Anatomy and 
the mood vanishes." 18

Dr. von Schulte loved classical music, but according to a tongue-in-cheek local 
newspaper biography published when Dr. von Schulte was Dean, he hated jazz. The 
article noted that Dr. von Schulte was amazed that jazz "doesn't do as much harm 
as it psychologically should. The sensitive listener should be prompted to 'orgies 
and adventure/ he declares." It goes on to say that he felt jazz orchestras should be 
banned from restaurants and tea rooms.19 Dr. von Schulte was also outspoken in his 
belief that men should be more involved in the arts and civic arts projects. According 
to Dr. D. Arnold Dowell (M.D. 1931), Dr. vonSchulte "was a cultured gentleman. He 
could go out and talk to a group of women about Grecian art just as fluently as he 
could teach us Anatomy. He was an impressive m an."20

Dr. von Schulte kept up his active anatomical research, which comprised such 
diverse subjects as the venous system of marsupials, the development of the 
neuraxis, hepatic circulation, histogenesis of the salivary glands and the embryol
ogy of whales. He published extensively in such diverse journals as The American 
Journal of Anatomy, Anatomical Record, Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural 
History, Association of American Men's Club Quarterly and Annals of the New York 
Academy of Sciences. Von Schulte's hobby was preparing a comparative anatomy for 
the American Museum of Natural History of the okapi, an African beast that may 
have been the basis of the unicorn of fable. Von Schulte owned several skulls and the 
world's only known fetus of the okapi, an animal which was described at the time 
as having the head and horns of a giraffe, the stature of a mule, ears of a donkey, 
hindquarters of an antelope, leg stripes of a zebra and hair almost purplish.21

Dr. von Schulte's offices and organizational affiliations were amazingly exten
sive. For eight years, he was Director of the Omaha Chamber of Commerce, part of 
this time acting as Chairman of its Health Committee and counselor to the Women's 
Division of the Chamber. For nine years he acted as a trustee of the Omaha 
Orthopedic Society. He was a member of the Advisory Council of the Omaha-
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Douglas County Medical Society, the Executive Committee of the Association of 
American Anatomists, and the Omaha Library Board, the latter for three years. He 
served as President, at various points in his career, of the Omaha Professional Men's 
Club, the University Club, the Omaha Art Institute, the Nebraska State Anatomical 
Board, the Nebraska Writers' Guild, the Nebraska Academy of Science and the 
Omaha Council of Social Agencies. He served as Vice President of the New York 
Academy of Sciences and the Nebraska State Conference for Social Work and was 
a fellow in the New York Zoological Society and the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. He was an appointee to the Omaha Mayor's Commission 
for Communicable Diseases, Secretary to the Omaha World Court Committee, a 
member of the Public School Lunch and Milk Fund, and a trustee of the Society for 
the Relief of the Disabled. In addition, he served as a lecturer for the Episcopalian 
Diocesan Conference of Nebraska and the Omaha School Forum, as an arbitrator in 
a wage scale dispute between Omaha newspapers and the Typographical Union, 
and as a Lt. Colonel in the Army Medical Reserves for General Hospital #55. Finally, 
he served as the chairman of the Nebraska Review of the White House Conference 
on Child Health and Protection.22

Dr. von Schulte's personal life was, by all accounts, tranquil and very happy. 
He married Susan Augusta Embury, a woman who shared his many interests, in 
New York City on September 11,1907. They had no children. Dr. von Schulte's chief 
domestic avocation was gardening, which he used as a safety valve to release the 
pressures of his many responsibilities.

Students and colleagues who came in contact with Dr. von Schulte were awed 
and very positively impressed with him. Dr. Morris Blacker (M.D. 1934) shared this 
story of Dr. von Schulte in his eulogy of him:

Indignant at the low mark he had received, a student decided to 
lodge his complaint with the dean. On entering the office he began 
without preamble. "Dr. Schulte, I took my examination in anatomy 
with seventy other students. They cheated, and passed; I was 
honest and flunked. How about it; is it fair?" Without the slightest 
hesitation and in the quietest of tones, the dean replied: "Well, my 
boy, you received an honest grade." There was little more to be 
said.23

Dr. Kenneth L. Roper (M.D. 1921) remembered:

Dr. Hermann von W. Schulte . . . was a masterful teacher, who 
limited his lectures to the head and neck, leaving the remainder of 
the didactic lectures and supervision in the dissecting room to Prof.
Eben J. Carey___Toward the end of our freshman year in medical
school each student was given an appointment to meet with Dr.
Von Schulte in his office for an oral examination. I went well 
prepared to describe the temporal bone -  his favorite. My first and 
only question was "Ropuh, tell me what you know about the 
petrous portion of the temporal bone."24

When Dr. John Sheehan came to Creighton in 1930 as a Professor of Biology, 
Dr. von Schulte conversed with him briefly about where he was from, what field in 
particular he was working in, and so forth. Dr. Sheehan went on for some time about
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his work on the development of the heart. About a week later, Dr. Sheehan picked 
up a book and found that Dr. von Schulte had written an entire chapter on the 
development of the heart. After this he would tease: "Been working on the 
development of the heart lately, Dr. Sheehan?" 25

Dr. James F. Kennedy (M.D. 1935) shared his memories of Dean von Schulte:

Dr. H. von W. Schulte was Dean when our class entered. He was 
greatly admired and loved by students and faculty and had a 
prestigious academic background. The most memorable contacts 
with him were the talks he gave entering freshmen on study and 
living habits. I particularly recall his emphasis on proper ventilation 
in one's sleeping quarters, and often wondered if this had some 
connection with his own ailment of asthma and emphysema. 
Memorable too were the lectures given in the late afternoon by Dr.
Schulte. These usually concerned some aspect of skull anatomy 
and were accompanied by blackboard drawings, done with both 
hands simultaneously, demonstrating the fine points of anatomy as 
well as artistic ability. Learning of Dr. Schulte's death during the 
summer of 1932 was an emotional blow of considerable magnitude.26

As alluded to by Dr. Kennedy, Dr. Herman von W. Schulte died of an acute 
heart attack at his home, 406 South 40th Street, on July 13,1932 at the age of fifty five.27 
He had been ill immediately prior to this for several weeks with a gallbladder 
infection, but for a number of years prior to this had suffered from poor health, with 
asthma, intermittent cardiac disturbances and acute emphysema. Dr. Clarence S. 
Moran (M.D. 1928), among others, recalled that Dr. von Schulte was a constant 
cigarette smoker, despite his emphysema, which became so extreme that he could 
not walk up and down the stairs of the Medical School building.28

This difficulty created a problem for Dr. von Schulte, as there was no elevator 
to the third floor, where he lectured. Dr. W. Riley Kovar (M.D. 1935) related the 
solution arrived at by Dr. von Schulte:

One experience that I cherish regarding the medical school is 
that I was able to become well acquainted with Dean von Schulte 
during my freshman year. He was truly a gentleman and a scholar.
At that time he was not in the best of health. If I recall he was 
suffering with asthma and/or emphysema. His office was on the 
ground floor of the medical school north wing, and the class room 
in which he lectured was on the top floor. He had extreme difficulty 
in breathing even when just sitting in a chair and there was no way 
that he was able to climb the long stairway up to the classroom. 
Unfortunately there was no elevator in the north wing.

He had to be carried up the stairway to the top floor classroom.
A special chair was constructed for him to sit in. The chair had two 
strong wooden extensions from both sides, constructed in such a 
way as to enable two persons, one on either side, to latch on to and 
ascend with the Dean in the chair safely to the top floor. Dr. 
Clarence Hartmann and myself were appointed to perform this 
honorable task.
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During the summer vacation, I received in the mail a book 
from the Dean, entitled The History of Medicine. His autograph 
ended with a "thank you for helping me climb the stairs of 
knowledge".29

Dr. Morris Blacker (M.D. 1934), in his eulogy of Dr. von Schulte, pointed out 
that he knew his health was slipping and for several years had approached 
Creighton authorities about the prospect of retiring from his duties as Dean. Until 
the spring of 1932, they had always convinced him to stay on "just one more year." 
According to Dr. Blacker, Dr. von Schulte had now made up his mind, this time, to 
devote himself to a myriad of other projects he had had in mind for a long time -  
travel and a book on Anatomy, among other things. Dr. von Schulte never got the 
chance to pursue these interests. As Dr. Blacker said, "When the end came on July 
13,1932, few could believe it, much less realize it, although they had seen him failing 
visibly for long, long months."30 After a funeral at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, he 
was buried at Prospect Hill Cemetery.

Many tributes were paid Dr. von Schulte. On September 25,1932, at 9:30 A.M., 
the entire Medical School observed complete silence for two minutes in respect to his 
memory.31 In 1933 the Omaha Council of Social Agencies started a library of books 
on social welfare work in memory of Dr. von Schulte, who had been the Council's 
President.32 Also in 1933 Mrs. von Schulte, who survived her husband until 1948, 
donated his scientific library to the School of Medicine as a memorial to him. His 
library consisted of over 2,000 volumes, primarily on Anatomy but including 
volumes on general medicine, surgery, general science, the social sciences and 
philosophy. It also included lecture notes and several valuable sixteenth and 
seventeenth century books.33

Dr. von Schulte was extensively praised by local newspapers, political leaders 
and professional organizations. The Omaha Bee-News called him "a civic asset to 
Omaha."34 The Mayor, Richard L. Metcalfe, said of Dr. von Schulte, "He was a 
wonderful man, a splendid educator, and beyond all that, a soul so full of loving 
kindness that he drew all men to him. We shall miss him."35 The President of the 
Omaha Chamber of Commerce, Walter L. Pierpont, stated, "He was broadminded, 
of wide cultured attainments, and was always ready to aid in any way in the 
upbuilding of the city. As dean of the Creighton medical school, he made it one of 
the outstanding medical schools in the country."36

Bryan Michael Riley, 1933-1939
Following Dr. von Schulte's death in 1932, the 

Rev. John J. Mclnerny, S.J., Regent of the Schools of 
Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy and Nursing, was 
appointed Acting Dean. Details of his life are pro
vided in the chapter on the Regents of the School of 
Medicine. It is noted that upon Father Mclnerny's 
appointment, implementation of the major duties of 
the Dean's office was handled with the assistance of 
two other key figures within the School of Medicine.
Dr. Bryan M. Riley became chairman of the Board of 
the School of Medicine and had charge of all affairs
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relating to the clinical years of study. Dr. Herbert "Pop" Gerald had charge of affairs 
relating to the pre-clinical years.37

Dr. Riley became Dean in his own right in September 1933. Although there is 
no published record of this fact, many first-hand sources indicate that Dean Riley as 
a part-time Dean was not truly involved in the day-to-day affairs of the School and 
did not choose to play such a forceful role as Dr. von Schulte. It is from this point 
forward that Miss Pauline Cranny, officially the Secretary to the Dean, became much 
more than a Secretary.

Bryan Michael Riley was born on February 7, 1874, in Dawson, Nebraska. 
After graduating from Dawson High School, he entered St. Mary's College, St. 
Mary's, Kansas, from which he received an A.B. degree in 1896. In college he not 
only earned high grades but played fullback on the varsity football team for four 
years. He also taught boxing.38

Dr. Riley came to study at the Creighton College of Medicine and distin
guished himself by his diligence. He received the Hamilton Medal for proficiency 
in Surgical Pathology in 1899 and received his M.D. in 1900 as valedictorian of his 
class. He spent the year following graduation interning at St. Joseph's Hospital, then 
entered private practice with a certification by the American Board of Internal 
Medicine.

Dr. Riley joined the faculty of the Creighton College of Medicine in 1903 as an 
Instructor in Medicine, in 1907 becoming an Associate Professor of Medicine and in 
1909 a Professor of Medicine and Clinical Medicine. From 1917 until 1933 he acted 
as Chairman of the Department of Medicine. For this period he was also a member 
of the Administrative Board of the College of Medicine and served as its Secretary. 
In addition, from 1921 to 1933, he served as the Director of the Medical Department 
at St. Joseph's Hospital.39

Dr. Riley was a popular figure in Omaha medical circles. In 1932 he was elected 
President of the Omaha-Douglas County Medical Society. He was medical exam
iner of the Knights of Columbus in Omaha, a fellow in the American College of 
Physicians,40 and recipient of the Gold and Diamond Key, the highest honor of Phi 
Rho Sigma medical fraternity, at a banquet in his honor in 1933.41 In 1938 he was 
elected President of the Omaha Mid-West Clinical Society. Dr. Riley was also a 
Major in the Army Medical Officers' Reserve Corps, having volunteered for duty in 
World War I, but due to his "essential occupation," was retained on the medical 
school staff.42

Dr. Herman von Schulte was a difficult act to follow, so by comparison it may 
seem that the six-year part-time Deanship of Dr. Riley was uneventful and static. Yet 
it must be remembered that during Dr. Riley's tenure, the Depression was raging, 
and more than a few medical schools across the country became bankrupt and 
closed their doors. The Creighton School of Medicine under Dr. Riley not only 
managed to survive, but at the close of his Deanship, a new addition to the School 
of Medicine building was initiated. While Dr. Riley may have lacked the forceful, 
charismatic personality and national reputation of a Herman von Schulte, he served 
the School of Medicine well.

In 1939 it was decided that a full-time Dean was necessary if the School of 
Medicine wished to advance into the future. According to Father Zuercher, 
President of Creighton University:
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The volume of work which is under the dean's supervision made 
it imperative to employ a full time official for the post. Since Dr.
Riley decided to continue with his practice, he relinquished the 
position but will remain on the medical school faculty.43

In 1939, Dr. Riley was made Professor Emeritus of Medicine, one of the first 
times, if not the first, the title was conferred by the School of Medicine.44 He 
continued to teach and practice medicine for many years following this. On April 
19,1954, following a short illness, Dr. Riley died at the age of eighty. He had never 
married.45

D. Charles M. Wilhelmj, Dean 1939- 
1948.

Charles Martel Wilhelmj, 1939-1948
The need for a full-time Dean in 1939 led to the 

selection of Dr. Charles M. Wilhelmj to fill that posi
tion. One source, a 1939 medical graduate who later 
came to know Dr. Wilhelmj quite well, indicated that 
it was with much reluctance that he accepted the 
position. He much preferred teaching and research 
to administrative chores. But a Dean was needed, so 
Dr. Wilhelmj sacrificed his personal desires and did 
his best to accommodate.46

Charles M. Wilhelmj came from a family of 
physicians. His grandfather, Charles August 
Wilhelmj, came from Germany to St. Louis, Illinois, 
and despite a family tradition of studying law, took 

up medicine and established a practice in Southern Illinois in 1852. His son, Charles 
Frederick, did likewise.47 Charles M. Wilhelmj was born in East St. Louis, Illinois, 
in 1896 and followed the new family tradition of entering the medical profession.

Dr. Wilhelmj attended the St. Louis University College of Arts and School of 
Medicine from 1916 to 1922, receiving both a B.S. and an M.D. in 1922. The final four 
years of that time he also served as a teaching fellow in Anatomy. In 1923 he earned 
his M.S. in Anatomy. He then spent a two-year internship at the Jewish Hospital of 
St. Louis, returning to his alma mater in 1924 as an Instructor in Bacteriology and 
Immunology. In 1925 he was appointed to a two-year fellowship in Medicine at the 
Mayo Foundation. Upon the completion of his fellowship in 1927, he served for 
three years on the permanent staff of the Mayo Foundation as Director of the 
Division of Experimental Surgery and Pathology. He also concurrently acted as an 
Instructor in Physiology at the University of Minnesota.48

In 1930 Dr. Wilhelmj came to the Creighton School of Medicine as Professor of 
Physiology. When he became Dean in September 1939, he considered it a full-time 
administrative position. But during World War II, due to the shortage of teachers 
at the School of Medicine, he continued teaching as well. While Dean, Dr. Wilhelmj 
helped the School of Medicine to weather the fast-paced World War II years and to 
emerge strong and unified.

In 1948 a new position, that of Director of Research, was created, reflecting the 
increase of research activities at medical schools nationwide and the new priority 
given that activity within academic medicine. Dr. Charles Wilhelmj was the first 
Creighton faculty member appointed to this new position. He also retained the title 
of Professor of Physiology. In 1958 Dr. Wilhelmj was named Chairman of an all-
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University Committee on Research, which acted as a clearing house for research 
plans and research grants.49

Throughout his tenure at Creighton, Dr. Wilhelmj continued his much loved 
research on various phases of metabolism, thyroid gland diseases, physiology, 
gastric ulcers, and on the cardiovascular system. Dr. D. E. Baca (M.D. 1939) pointed 
out a little-known fact: it was here at Creighton under Dr. Wilhelmj's leadership that 
the corroborative research studies on Dr. Branstad's work on the vagus nerve and 
vagotomy were done.50 In the late 1940's and 1950's he researched an animal model 
of stress-induced hypertension that closely resembles human essential hyperten
sion.

Besides administrative, teaching and research activities, Dr. Wilhelmj found 
time for organized medical groups and for writing and publishing. He founded the 
History of Sciences Section of the Nebraska Academy of Science. He also founded 
the Caducean Society, a student organization devoted to study of the history of 
medicine. He was President of the Omaha-Douglas County Medical Society, active 
in the Nebraska Heart Association, and an active member of various scientific and 
professional societies including Sigma Xi research fraternity, Alpha Omega Alpha 
national honorary medical fraternity, the American Association for the Advance
ment of Science, and the American Physiological Society.51 During World War II, he 
served as Chief of Emergency Medical Services in the Office of Civilian Defense and 
was, in 1945, an appointive member of the committee that reorganized the City of 
Omaha Health Department.52

Dr. Wilhelmj published over eighty articles in professional journals detailing 
his research, and at the end of his life co-authored the well-received monograph, 
Dietary Neural Factors in Hypertension. His accomplishments are all the more 
impressive when one considers the severe health problems reported to have 
plagued Dr. Wilhelmj for many years prior to his death. He died of a heart attack 
on November 25,1963, at the age of sixty-six. He was survived by a son, Dr. Charles 
M. Wilhelmj, Jr., who was a 1956 School of Medicine graduate and the fourth- 
generation physician in the Wilhelmj family.53

In his personal life, Dr. Wilhelmj liked hunting and fishing, gardening and 
light reading, especially biographies. His favorite pastime was listening to classical 
music, and he had a collection of records numbering in the hundreds.54 Dr. Wilhelmj 
was honored by a banquet in December 1951, at which he was presented with a gold 
watch from the St. Joseph Hospital staff. It was engraved with the Creighton 
University coat of arms and the words "In appreciation -  for many years of loyal and 
devoted service to Creighton University."55 He was also honored by Creighton 
University in 1959 and again in October 1962.56

Students and colleagues remember Dr. Wilhelmj with respect and admiration. 
Dr. D.E. Baca (M.D. 1939) said that Dr. Wilhelmj could be "short fused" and was "not 
cut out to be a Dean," since he was totally honest in his feelings and couldn't sugar- 
coat things. He "called a spade a spade, and let the chips fly where they may."57

As a teacher, Dr. Wilhelmj was considered brilliant. Dr. John William Vincent 
(M.D. 1944) recalled that "there was none who impressed me more than Chas. 
Wilhelmj. He knew his Physiology and how to intimidate students to study."58 Dr. 
Gerald J. Spethman (M.D. 1960) shared similar sentiments:

I will never forget Dr. Wilhelmj's teaching us the history of medicine.
He was a tremendous speaker and spoke with no notes. Very few
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of us attended his class because it was elective, but he was one of the 
most dynamic teachers I have ever listened to.59

Dr. Richard O'Brien (M.D. 1960) recalled a specific lecture which illustrates the 
drama and intensity that Dr. Wilhelmj injected into his teaching. Dr. O'Brien 
recalled that Dr. Wilhelmj always gave extremely dramatic lectures, with much arm 
waving and modulation of his voice, from low and quiet to extremely loud, for 
emphasis. Once when lecturing on thyroid physiology, Dr. Wilhelmj worked 
himself up over cretinism and told the class, "Anytime you see a cretin child, that is 
the equivalent of the sign of the red hand of neglect on the white coat of some 
physician!!" He said this with emphasis and anger.60

Finally, Dr. J. Whitney Kelley (M.D. 1934) said of Dr. Wilhelmj: "He took things 
systematically and in a very, very organized way. And if you didn't understand it, 
you were not very bright!"61

Percy J. Carroll, 1948-1951
Dr. Percy J. Carroll, our Dean from September 

1948 until September 1951, was also Brigadier Gen
eral Percy Carroll and had a remarkable military 
career. We are indebted to a graduate, Thomas F.
Egan (M.D. 1955), for providing us with much of the 
information about him. Dr. Carroll grew up in East St.
Louis and graduated from the St. Louis University 
Medical School in 1914. In 1915 he was commissioned 
a First Lt. in the Army and first saw action in 1916 
during the Mexican border disturbances. He rode 
with General John J. Pershing in his attempt to cap
ture Pancho Villa. When we entered World War I, he 
was sent to France with the Fourth Division Engi
neers. In 1919 he returned to the United States as Chief of the Neuro-Surgery Section 
of the First General Hospital at Ft. Sheridan, Illinois. Before returning to St. Louis 
in 1922 to become Post Surgeon at Jefferson Barracks, he spent two years in the 
Philippines as Chief of the Surgical Service.

Between 1925 and 1930, he served as a Professor of Military Science and Tactics 
and Instructor in Hygiene at St. Louis University. For the next five years, he was 
shifted from Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, D.C., to the position of Post 
Surgeon at Ft. Dix, New Jersey, to a post in China. In 1940 he was sent to the 
Philippines to take charge of Sternberg General Hospital in Manila. He was Colonel 
Carroll in those days and still in charge of the hospital when Pearl Harbor was 
bombed and the Philippines invaded shortly thereafter.62

By December 31, 1941, McArthur had withdrawn his troops to the Bataan 
Peninsula and Corregidor Island, leaving his sick and wounded in Manila which he 
had then declared an open city. Presumably they would await capture by the 
Japanese. Fortunately, on the same day, the Army was able to commandeer an old 
inter-island steamer called the Mactan. It was hardly sea-worthy, but they decided 
it was better to risk the medical evacuation of the hospitalized soldiers rather than 
leave them to the Japanese. Hurriedly, 224 patients were loaded aboard, red crosses 
were painted on the sides of the ship, and later, that same night, The Mactan chugged 
out of the harbor. Less than forty-eight hours later, the Japanese occupied the city.
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The ship had a hazardous time maneuvering through a mine field, but the 
weather was favorable and it moved slowly but steadily south, eventually deliver
ing its precious cargo in Sydney, Australia.

Soon after, General McArthur promoted Dr. Carroll to Brigadier General and 
in 1942 appointed him Chief Surgeon of the American forces in the entire Southwest 
Pacific theater. At that time, in a meeting with McArthur, Dr. Carroll suggested that 
some type of emergency facility be created to be located just behind the front lines. 
He told McArthur that badly injured soldiers often died during the two to three days 
it took to get them to an evacuation hospital. The facility, when created, was 
identified as a Mobile Army Surgical Hospital, now commonly known as MASH. Its 
founding and development earned Dr. Carroll a Distinguished Service Medal.63

In 1944 Dr. Carroll became commanding officer of Vaughn General Hospital 
in Hines, Illinois. In this capacity he reorganized the hospital in regard to its 
treatment of paraplegics. For these efforts he was awarded the Army Legion of 
Merit.64 Dr. Carroll retired from the Army in 1946 to become Assistant Dean of the 
St. Louis University Medical School and head of the School's Department of Public 
Health, but he resigned within a year to accept the position of Dean at Creighton. 
When he retired from the position after having been convinced to serve three years 
instead of his intended two, he returned to his home near St. Louis.65 He continued 
some practice and died in December 1987, at age ninety-six.66

Dr. Thomas Egan reported that he visited the General (who he said preferred 
to be called "Doctor") when he was ninety-four years old, and found him:

neat as a pin with a small, well-trimmed moustache and very sharp 
mentally. He was still corresponding with Mrs. Douglas McArthur, 
who was living at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York City. He 
was a great admirer of General McArthur and had been their family 
doctor for several years. I listened to his World War stories and his 
stories about Creighton Medical School with fascination. I gathered 
that he changed some things at Creighton and may have stepped on 
some toes in the process. However, he obviously enjoyed his years 
as Dean and frequently referred to the students as 'my boys.'67

Frederick George Gillick, 1951-1959
Dr. Frederick G. Gillick was born May 14,1911, 

in Vallejo, California. After two years of study at the 
University of Santa Clara, he transferred to St. Louis 
University where he received his Bachelor of Science 
in Medicine in 1933, followed by his M.D. in 1935 and 
an M.S. in Internal Medicine in 1939. In 1941 he also 
received a Master of Public Health from Harvard 
University. He interned from 1935 to 1936 at the St. 
Mary's Group of Hospitals in St. Louis, then served a 
three-year residency in Internal Medicine at the same 
institutions. Dr. Gillick married Elizabeth Ann Schiller 
October 24,1939. They had four children.

Dr. Gillick's career was highly varied. Between 
1936 and 1945, he served as Venereal Disease Control Officer for the city of St. Louis, 
the state of Missouri and the District of Columbia, respectively. Academically, he

Dr. Frederick G. Gillick, Dean 1951- 
1959.
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served as an Instructor in Internal Medicine at St. Louis Univesity, a Lecturer at the 
Catholic University of America, a Research Associate in Medicine at the University 
of California and an Adjunct Professor of Medicine at Georgetown University. He 
maintained a private practice in California from 1946 to 1949.

Between 1945 and 1951 he was associated with the United States Public Health 
Service in various capacities in connection with his interest in cardiology research. 
Between 1945 and 1946 he was a member of the Heart Section of the USPHS, and was 
instrumental in developing the electrokymograph at Temple University. Between 
1948 and 1950 he was Chairman of the Heart Disease Control Branch in Washington,
D.C. and was appointed senior surgeon of the National Heart Institute at Bethesda, 
Maryland. This was the position he held just prior to coming to Creighton as Dean 
in September 1951.68

One medical graduate said that Dr. Gillick was 'Terrible tempered;"69 and 
several others spoke of the spirit of controversy that seemed to surround Dr. 
Gillick's tenure as Dean. It must be remembered that several very difficult issues 
were underlying the day-to-day activities of the School of Medicine during this time, 
and that Dr. Gillick was responsible for dealing with them. These were issues, such 
as finances and the hiring of full time faculty to replace volunteers, that were bound 
to create some controversy, even in the best of situations. At any rate, due to a 
number of circumstances, Dr. Gillick's continuance as Dean came to be almost 
impossible for him, and he tendered his resignation effective June 30,19597°

After leaving Creighton, Dr. Gillick served as Director of Medical Institutions 
for Santa Clara County, California. He left that position in November 1961, after the 
Associated Press reported a controversy in which difficulties with Dr. Gillick had 
caused visiting staff physicians to resign from the county medical system.71 Between 
1971 and 1972 he was Chief of Staff for the Veterans Administration Extended Care 
in Los Angeles, and from 1972 to 1976 he was the Assistant to the Director of the 
Southern California Medical District. From 1976 until his death in 1982 he served as 
a physician at the Wadsworth Veterans Administration Hospital in Los Angeles.

Dr. Gillick received the American Medical Association's Helaton Silver Medal 
in 1946. He was a member of Alpha Omega Alpha and a fellow of both the American 
College of Cardiologists and the American College of Preventive Medicine. He was 
a two-term President of the Nebraska Heart Association. In addition he had 
contributed to two books, co-edited one book and had co-authored at least twenty- 
four articles in professional journals.72

Richard Leo Egan, 1959-1970
Dr. Richard Leo Egan, the man appointed to 

succeed Dr. Gillick as Dean of Medicine, has a long 
history both at Creighton and in Omaha. He was 
born in Omaha on December 27,1917, to George and 
Mary Egan. He received a B.S. in Medicine from the 
Creighton University School of Medicine in 1938, 
followed by his M.D. in 1940. At age twenty-two, Dr.
Egan was one of the youngest graduates of the School 
of Medicine. After an internship at St. Catherine's 
Hospital in Omaha, he joined the School of Medicine 
faculty.73 Richard L. Egan (M.D. 1940), Dean 

1959-1970.
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Dr. Egan filled many roles at Creighton. He began his academic career as an 
Instructor in Medicine (1941-1946) and in the same year assumed the new position 
of "Director of Clinical Clerks" at St. Joseph's Hospital, (later listed in the Annual 
Announcement as Director of Undergraduate Clinical Instruction). In this capacity 
Dr. Egan coordinated and supervised the new clinical clerkship program required 
of all medical upperclassmen. In 1946 he progressed to Assistant Professor of 
Medicine, in 1953 to Associate Professor and in 1969 to Professor of Medicine.74

Meanwhile, Dr. Egan was assuming various other duties. Between 1949 and 
1953, he was the editor of the Journal of the Creighton University School of Medicine.75 
In October 1953 he was appointed Assistant Dean of the School of Medicine 
following the resignation of Dr. Thomas D. Fitzgerald, who had been the first to hold 
that office.76 Dr. Egan also held the post of Coordinator for Medical Television. In 
July 1959, he was appointed Dean of the Creighton University School of Medicine.

As Dean, Dr. Egan inherited many problems along with his title. An anti
quated physical facility, inadequate funds, shaky accreditation, the necessity for 
conversion to a core of full-time faculty -  all of these were major make-or-break 
issues for the School, but Dr. Egan's skillful administration enabled the School to 
survive these issues, and emerge revitalized. During his tenure the School gained 
a new building, more stable finances, an expanded student body and an increased 
full-time faculty.

In August 1970, he was given the title Assistant to the President for Health 
Sciences. In this new position, he served as a consulting expert to the President of 
Creighton University on health education, research, and future medical issues.77 His 
change in positions came at a time when a decision was formulated as to the future 
of St. Joseph Hospital and the nature of Creighton University's affiliation with it. 
Opinions diverged on this issue and Dr. Egan may well have felt the time had come 
to contribute his services to the School of Medicine in a different capacity.

In a 1967 West Omaha-Dundee Sun feature article, Dr. Egan was called "an 
academician far from the traditional ivory tower" and was quoted as saying, "Part 
of the function of a university is to serve the community and share its abilities with 
that community in whatever capacity it may."78 In line with that philosophy of 
community service, Dr. Egan himself served in many professional and community 
organizations. He was on the Board of the Omaha-Douglas County Medical Society 
in the late 1950's. He was active in the Health Council of the United Community 
Services of Omaha, serving on the Executive Committee from 1955 to 1966 and as its 
Chairman from 1958 to 1960. He was on the Board of Directors and the Executive 
Committee of the Nebraska Heart Association from 1957 to 1970, acting as Secretary 
in 1958 and President in 1960. He was a Board member of the American Heart 
Association.

In addition, Dr. Egan was a member of the House of Delegates of the Nebraska 
Medical Association from 1954 to 1971. In 1968 he was named to a three-year term 
on the Committee of Health Affairs of the newly established U.S. Catholic Confer
ence, a national welfare board. He was the only physician appointed. Dr. Egan 
served as a member of the Medical Advisory Board of the Salvation Army Central 
Territory from 1971 to 1977, and from 1982 to 1986 on the Board of Directors for the 
National Medical Examiners.79

Dr. Egan received many significant honors and recognitions. In addition to 
membership in Alpha Sigma Nu, national Jesuit Honorary Society and Alpha 
Omega Alpha, in 1966 Dr. Egan was presented a Certificate of Merit from the U.S.
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Navy for his help in interesting medical students in naval careers. In 1972 he was 
given a Distinguished Service Award from the American Heart Association, and in 
1983 he was given the Creighton University Alumni Merit Award.80

Dr. Egan married Alice Larsen on May 1,1943 and is the father of two children, 
Katherine and Richard.81 The 1967 Sun article on Dr. Egan noted that he had 
remained people oriented, despite his heavy schedule at Creighton and within the 
community. This is the trait that most remember about Dr. Egan. Dr. Richard L. 
O'Brien (M.D. 1960), the current Dean, said that when he was a student, Dr. Egan, 
the Assistant Dean, was recognized as the student's friend. "He bent over backward 
to help students."82
Dr. Vincent J. Carollo (M.D. 1962) shared a story about Dr. Egan as Dean:

As a third year student one day in surgery I was asked to cut suture 
after knots were tied. As I would cut the surgeon would say "too 
short" then "too long." This went on for some time -  he then said 
"cut" and I said, "Too long or too short?" He promptly told me to 
go to the Dean's office and threw me out of a laughing operating 
room. With much trepidation, I went to see Dean Egan believing 
my days were numbered, but fortunately, as I retold the story to 
him, a smile crossed his face, and he "pardoned me" and advised 
a different approach in the future.83

Effective July 1,1971, Dr. Egan accepted a position with the American Medical 
Association's Department of Undergraduate Medical Education in Chicago as 
Assistant Director, a position he held until 1975. In this capacity, Dr. Egan helped 
accredit medical schools, counseled those with difficulties and helped form new 
medical schools.84 Following this, he became Director of the AMA's Division of 
Educational Standards and Evaluation until 1982, when he switched to the post of 
Director of the Division of Medical Education. In 1976 he became Secretary of the 
Council on Medical Education, a position he held until 1989. In 1989 he was made 
a consultant on medical education for the AMA, the position he holds at the 
present.85 Dr. Egan and his wife still reside in Chicago, and he is listed in the current 
Who's Who in America. A large note of thanks goes to Dr. Egan for his generous help 
in providing information for this book.

Joseph Michael Holthaus, 1970-1980
Dr. Joseph M. Holthaus, one of the most popu

lar Deans of the School of Medicine, was born in 1923 
in Seneca, Kansas, one of nine children. His father, a 
German Catholic immigrant, was a banker in Seneca.
Dr. Holthaus was inspired to a medical career early in 
life by his uncle, a physician who had brought him 
into the world. It was "seeing his uncle at work that 
ignited the unquenchable flame in the lad. He wanted 
to be a physician."86

Dr. Holthaus graduated from high school in his 
native Seneca, where he played basketball in addi
tion to trumpet and trombone in the nine-piece or-
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chestra he helped to organize.87 He came to Creighton for his undergraduate pre
medical training, then was accepted to the School of Medicine. Active in campus 
affairs Dr. Holthaus was the subject of several Creightonian articles during his 
student years, which illustrate a lively sense of humor and a busy social life. A 
November 1945 article profiled "Sleepy Joe" Holthaus, M3, President of Phi Rho 
Sigma fraternity, who swam and played tennis in his spare time, and who in the 
summer "could usually be found at Piccolo Pete's in Omaha [a restaurant] 'making 
love music' for the customers on the bass fiddle."88 The article ended prophetically: 
"Joe Holthaus, M3, has had a busy life, and is planning an even busier one."89

Another Creightonian article in May 1947, focused on Joe Holthaus as a 
candidate for King Creighton, "whose candidacy for King climaxes a reign of public 
offices." He was called "a typical medical student" and a "humorist", "about six feet 
tall, with dark hair and self-styled 'cat eyes'." The article noted that his pet peeve 
was Journalism, and that the title of his thesis was "The Effect of Vitamin B on the 
Nervous System of a Queen Bee."90 (Dr. Holthaus did not win the election for King 
Creighton.)

On a more serious note, Dr. Holthaus graduated from the School of Medicine 
under the World War II accelerated program in 1947. After an internship at St. 
Mary's Hospital, Kansas City, Missouri, and two years of military service in the Air 
Force, he returned to Omaha in 1951, where he took a Residency in Internal Medicine 
at the Omaha Veterans Administration Hospital. In 1953 he joined the Veterans 
Hospital staff. After three years he became Chief of Medical Services there and in 
1963 was named Chief of Staff.91

Concurrently, Dr. Holthaus joined the faculty at the School of Medicine in 1951 
as an Assistant in Medicine, becoming an Instructor in Medicine in 1954, Assistant 
Professor of Medicine in 1957, and an Associate Professor of Medicine in 1961.92 In 
1965 a grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation enabled the School of Medicine to 
create a new position, that of Associate Dean of the School of Medicine. The first 
person to fill that office was Dr. Joseph M. Holthaus.93 In 1970 at age 47, Dr. Holthaus 
was made Dean of the School of Medicine.

The advances made during the Holthaus years have been chronicled at length 
elsewhere in this book. They are numerous and praiseworthy. The Medical School 
enrollment was increased and stabilized at 110, and the medical faculty was 
increased by 25%. The Dean's Office was reorganized. Fulfilling many years of 
dreaming and planning, the Criss buildings were completed, the new Bio-Informa
tion Center was opened, and a new St. Joseph Hospital was constructed.94 Truly 
phenomenal growth was realized under the astute leadership of Dr. Holthaus. And 
it was done with a sense of honor, caring, and ethical awareness which all agree 
typify the Holthaus way of doing things.

In addition to his administrative duties, between 1977 and 1980 Dr. Holthaus 
served as Acting Chairman of the Department of Pathology and in 1980 was made 
Professor of Medicine in the Division of Gastroenterology. In November 1980 when 
Dr. Holthaus resigned in response to the Ten Year Rule, there were many vehement 
protests that he remain as Dean. Despite the tumultuous circumstances and the 
fractious atmosphere, Dr. Holthaus continued to act with his characteristic grace 
and helped make what could have been a very turbulent time for the School of 
Medicine a tolerable transition period.

Dr. Holthaus took a year-long sabbatical after his resignation to update himself 
in his field of Gastroenterology, then reengaged in clinical medicine. He remained 
actively involved in the administration of St. Joseph Hospital and in 1985 was elected

317



Deans Of The Creighton School Of Medicine

Chairman of the St. Joseph Hospital Medical Policy Board.95 He was also the 
physician member of the Hospital President's Office. Dr. Holthaus was presented 
the 1986 Distinguished Service Award from the School of Medicine, honoring his 
many years of dedicated service. In 1988 the School of Medicine Alumni Merit 
Award was given to Dr. Holthaus.96 At the time Dr. Holthaus said, with character
istic understatement, "I am very pleased to receive it. It makes one feel like one's 
efforts are appreciated. It is a great honor."97

Dr. Holthaus married Frances Meister, a TWA airline hostess, in 1949, and is 
the father of six children. For hobbies, he paints in oils, mostly landscapes and has 
kept up his musical interests, begun in his youth, playing most brass instruments, 
the bass fiddle and the organ.98 Dr. Holthaus' research activities have focused on 
liver disease, especially the prevention of coma resulting from liver failure.99

As Dean, Dr. Holthaus addressed the entering freshman class of the School of 
Medicine at the beginning of each school year. Quoted below are some of his 
remarks to the 1976-77 freshman class, indicative of Dr. Holthaus' character:

. . . you must learn to love your neighbor. You may become 
the best scientist in the world, and you may master the great 
volumes of medical information, but, unless you can truly love 
your fellow man, you will be capable of treating disease but totally 
incapable of relieving the suffering and the mental anguish that 
always accompanies that disease.

A respect for human beings is presumably present in all of 
you. You have the background and basis for cultivating this respect 
with relative ease. One can lean on ethical and moral principles to 
establish the ground rules of such a relationship, or, for the religiously 
inclined one can lean on the concept that all men are created in 
God's image. Regardless of how this is accomplished, it must be 
done and it can be.

The physician has a commitment. He must be dedicated to his 
responsibilities, to personal honesty and integrity, to knowledge 
and to people.100

Dr. Joseph M. Holthaus made such a commitment. He has lived and continues 
to live up to it admirably. The Creighton School of Medicine was fortunate to have 
such leadership at so critical a juncture in its history.

Richard L. O’Brien, 1982-1992
After the resignation of Dr. Holthaus as Dean of 

the School of Medicine in November 1980, Father 
James Erwin Hoff, S.J., was designated by the univer
sity president, Father Creighton, for the position of 
Acting Dean. Considered a surprising choice by 
many, it did serve to bring a closer Jesuit influence to 
the School of Medicine and gave Father Hoff valuable 
administrative experience for important positions 
which followed. A year-long search was conducted 
for a permanent Dean, which resulted in the selection
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of an alumnus, Dr. Richard L. O'Brien (M.D. 1960), to fill that office effective 
November 1,1982.

Following his two-year tenure as Acting Dean, Fr. Hoff became an Associate 
Vice President for Health Sciences from November 1982 to June 1983. At that time 
he became the Vice President of University Relations. He also served as President 
of the Creighton University Foundation. Effective December 31,1990, Father Hoff 
resigned his positions at Creighton to become President of Xavier University in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, a position he maintains at the present.101 He has continued his 
affiliation with Creighton University, however, being elected to the Creighton 
University Board of Directors late in 1990.102

Dr. Richard L. O'Brien was born August 30,1934, in Shenandoah, Iowa. After 
graduation from Shenandoah High School in 1952, Dr. O'Brien came to study at 
Creighton, where he earned an M.S. in Physiology in 1958, followed by his M.D. in 
1960. While at Creighton, he received a student research fellowship from the Allergy 
Foundation of America (1957) and a Post-sophomore Research Fellowship from the 
United States Public Health Service (1957-58).

Following graduation from medical school, Dr. O'Brien served a one-year 
internship at the 1st (Columbia) Medical Division, Bellevue Hospital, New York 
City, followed by a residency in Medicine from 1961 to 1962 at the same institution. 
From 1962 to 1964 he served as a Post-doctoral Fellow at the National Institute of 
Health, Institute for Enzyme Research, at the University of Wisconsin, where his 
area of research was mitochondrial energy transduction and membrane transport. 
The following two years, Dr. O'Brien served as Captain in the U.S. Army. His 
position was Assistant Chief, Department of Molecular Biology, Walter Reed Army 
Institute of Research in Washington, D.C.

In 1966 Dr. O'Brien joined the faculty of the University of Southern California 
School of Medicine as an Assistant Professor of Pathology, becoming an Associate 
Professor in 1970 and a Professor in 1976. While at USC, he received a two-year 
National Cancer Institute Special Fellowship, from 1967 to 1969, for research 
concerning molecular events in carcinogenesis. At USC, Dr. O'Brien was respon
sible for teaching all levels of undergraduate and graduate medical students, in 
addition to supervising laboratory research for graduate students and post-doctoral 
fellows and acting as faculty advisor for the St. George Society, the student oncology 
group.

At USC, Dr. O'Brien also had extensive administrative responsibilities. These 
included filling numerous committee assignments, serving on the Faculty Senate 
from 1969 to 1982, and acting as the Chairman of the Medical School Admissions 
Committee from 1977 until 1980, after having served for six years at prior times on 
that body. He also served as Deputy Director of the LAC-USC Cancer Center from 
1975 to 1980, Director for Research and Education at the USC Cancer Center from 
1980-1981, and in 1981 was named Director of the USC Cancer Center and Kenneth 
Norris Jr. Cancer Hospital and Research Institute. From 1973 to 1974 Dr. O'Brien 
acted as a Visiting Professor in the Department of Molecular Biology at the Univer
sity of Geneva.

He returned to Creighton in 1982 as Dean of the School of Medicine and 
Professor of Medicine and Medical Microbiology. He served as Acting Vice 
President of Health Sciences from 1984 to 1985, at which time he was made 
permanent Vice President for Health Sciences. In addition to the heavy administra-
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tive responsibilities entailed by these two offices, Dr. O'Brien continues to retain 
teaching responsibilities in Immunology for second-year medical students.

Research has played an important role in Dr. O'Brien's career throughout his 
professional transitions, earning him a national reputation in the field of oncology. 
His major areas of scholarly interest have included the mechanisms and control of 
eukaryotic chromosome replication in cell division; mechanisms of lymphocyte 
activation; environmental agents in human oncogenesis; mechanisms of chemical 
and viral carcinogenesis; and health care policy. Dr. O'Brien has received numerous 
research grants, including those from the American Cancer Society (1967-68,1976- 
82); the National Cancer Institute (1967-1979,1974-1977,1974-1976,1978-1981,1981- 
1983, 1987-1988); the Tobacco Research Council (1972-73); the John A. Hartford 
Foundation (1969-1974); and the Bryant Research Fund (1980-82). His research 
grants at USC alone totalled in excess of $4 million.103

Dr. O'Brien has published extensively in numerous professional journals such 
as Science, Military Medicine, Virology, The International Journal of Cancer, The Journal 
of Immunology, Nature and The American Journal of Pathology. He has had published 
twenty-one book reviews and co-authored or edited seven books or parts thereof. In 
addition, Dr. O'Brien has presented lectures by invitation at locations worldwide, 
such as Lausanne, Switzerland; Ottawa, Canada; Paris, France; and widely in the 
United States.

In addition to all of this, Dr. O'Brien has managed to provide extensive service 
to community and organized medical activities. On a local level, at various times, 
he has served on the Board of Directors of the American Cancer Society, the San 
Gabriel Valley (California) Camp Fire Girls, the Southern California Cancer Center, 
the Hereditary Cancer Institute, St. Joseph Hospital and St. Joseph Center for Mental 
Health. He was a consultant for the City Attorney's Office in Los Angeles, 
California, on occupational carcinogenesis for six years, and in 1988 was the Vice- 
Chairman of the Omaha United Way/ CHAD Campaign. He served on the advisory 
committees or advisory boards of the California Hospital Medical Center Commu
nity Hospital Oncology program, the Wellness Council of the Midlands, the Metro
politan Omaha Medical Society and the Nebraska Cancer Control Program.

On a national level, Dr. O'Brien has served on the American Cancer Society 
Scientific Advisory Committee on Institutional Research Grants (in 1980 as Chair
man) and in several capacities for the National Cancer Institute, the American 
Association of Cancer Institutes and the American Hospital Association. He is on 
the Liaison Committee on Medical Education for the Association of American 
Medical Colleges, acting as its Chairman from 1989 onward. He is an Associate 
Editor for Hematological Oncology, and reviews manuscripts for nine national 
professional journals, among them The Journal of the American Medical Association. 
Internationally, Dr. O'Brien is on the Board of Directors for Sight Savers Interna
tional and the Institute for Latin American Concern.

Dr. O'Brien is married to the former Joan F. Gurney, whom he met while they 
both were students at Creighton University. He is the father of four children: Sheila, 
Kathleen, Michael and Patrick. He has received numerous honors and awards 
recognizing his many achievements and contributions. In 1966 he was a White 
House Fellowship finalist. In 1981 he was presented with the Outstanding Leader
ship Award from the American Cancer Society. The Department of Pathology of the 
University of Southern California presented him with the Distinguished Service 
Award in 1982. Here in Omaha, Dr. O'Brien was named Health Citizen of the Year
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in 1987 by the Combined Health Agencies Drive. He is also a member of Alpha 
Omega Alpha.

In August 1991 Dr. O'Brien announced that he would leave the Dean's office 
after ten years, effective July 1,1992. He has announced his intention to devote his 
full efforts to the office of Vice President for Health Sciences.104
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Regents Of The Creighton School Of Medicine

1892-1895 -  
1895-1899 -  
1899-1907 -  
1907-1928 -  
1928-1931 -  
1931
1931-1946 -  
1946-1951 -  
1951-1958 -  
1958-1961 -  
1961-1969 -

Rev. James F.X. Hoeffer, S.J.
Rev. John Pahls, S.J.
Rev. Michael P. Dowling, S.J.
Rev. William P. Whelan, S.J.
Rev. Terence H. Ahearn, S.J.
Rev. Patrick J. Mahan, S.J. (Acting) 
Rev. John J. Mclnerny, S.J.
Rev. Harry B. Crimmins, S.J.
Rev. John J. Foley, S.J.
Rev. Vincent L. Decker, S.J.
Rev. James J. Quinn, S.J.

The office of Regent of the School of Medicine has been a curious one. The 
incumbent to this administrative office was always a Jesuit priest appointed by the 
President of Creighton University, but with counsel and recommendations from the 
Provincial Superior of the Jesuit order. Each school and college at Creighton had a 
Regent, but many times one priest acted as Regent for more than one school. The 
specific duties of the Regent were not defined. Certainly the Regent acted as a 
spiritual advisor to students, saying Mass for them and, if necessary, helping 
prepare them for marriage and arranging for family funerals. But, especially for one 
period of time, the Regent served a decidedly more political and powerful function. 
In fact, for a time, the Annual Announcements listed both a Regent and a Student 
Counselor or Spiritual Director for the School of Medicine.

Early medical graduates spoke of the Regent as a disciplinarian. One graduate 
of the 1950's told of the Regent as being a key determiner of those accepted into the 
School of Medicine. Several likened the Regent to a liaison between the President 
of the University and the lay leadership of the School of Medicine. The Regent 
exerted the Jesuit influence, making sure that the School of Medicine followed Jesuit 
guidelines in its administration. The latter most likely comes closest to describing 
the nature of the office.

With the passage of time, the Regent's role changed gradually, and those 
changes have been reflected in the Annual Announcements printed by the School of 
Medicine. No mention was made of the office of Regent in any way in these 
publications until the 1908 edition. That year the Rev. William P. Whelan, S.J., was 
listed as Regent, and grouped with the "higher ups" - above the faculty but below 
the President of the University, the Dean (D.C. Bryant) and the Vice Dean (A.L. 
Muirhead). The 1909-1910 edition listed Father Whelan as Supervisor of the 
Professional Departments of the University. In the 1914-1915 Announcement, Father 
Whelan was listed as "Supervisor"; by 1916-1917 he was once again listed as 
"Regent".

In the 1917-1918 edition of The Announcement, there was a change, slight it may 
seem, but possibly indicative of the shift in relative administrative power taking 
place in the structure of the School of Medicine. In that year, Father Whelan was 
listed as Regent with the Officers of the School, but second only to Francis X. 
McMenamy, President of Creighton University. Significantly, he was listed above 
the Dean and Junior Dean.1

This positioning was perhaps only a courtesy, but in addition, Father Whelan's 
name began to appear on important committees, such as The Medical Council in
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1914,2 Administrative Board in 1916,3 the Executive Committee in 1917,4 and the 
Medical Board of St. Joseph's Hospital in 1918.5 By 1932, when Rev. John J. Mclnerny, 
S.J., was Regent, he was listed not only as Regent of the Schools of Medicine, 
Nursing, Dentistry and the College of Pharmacy, just under Rev. Patrick J. Mahan, 
President of Creighton University, but he was also first on the Committee on 
Admissions.6

This preeminence of the Regent within the Annual Announcements coincided in 
time with what medical graduates have described as the dominance of the Regent 
at the School of Medicine. Graduates of the late 1920's, 30's, 40's and even 50's 
remembered the Regent with a respect and awe later reserved for the Dean. Dr. 
Alfred C. Andersen (M.D. 1941) noted:

They [the Regentsl were the ones that told the Dean 'yes, you can 
do this or no, you can't do that'... They dictated the policies of the 
University as it filtered into the medical school. I always said they 
did the hiring and the firing.7

The most influential years of the Regent appears to have been with Father John 
J. Mclnerny (1931-1946), Father Harry B. Crimmins (1946-1951) and Father John J. 
Foley (1951-1958). In 1936 Father Mclnerny was appointed to the newly created 
Committee on Curriculum, in addition to retaining all of his other committee 
memberships.8 Rev. Crimmins augmented all of these appointments with added 
membership on the Committee on Financial Aid in 19499, as well as the University 
Committee on Rank and Tenure.10 Rev. Foley retained all of the earlier Regent 
appointments and, in addition, joined three new bodies, the Library Committee and 
the Research Committee in 195311 and the Faculty Council in 1955.12 The influence 
of the Regent was most pervasive at this point, covering all administrative aspects 
of the School of Medicine.

Just as the office of Regent gained steadily in importance over a period of time, 
its later waning took place gradually. Perhaps significant in its declining preemi
nence was the fact that over time the office of Dean became more and more a full
time job.

In 1958 the Annual Announcement again provides a clue as to the status of the 
Regent. It lists the Rev. Vincent L. Decker, S.J. as Student Counselor, not as Regent, 
and his name follows not only the President of the University, but also the Dean and 
the Assistant Dean. By 1960 Father Decker's title had changed to "Jesuit Counselor." 
Between 1961 and 1969, Father James J. Quinn, S.J. was the Jesuit Counselor. 
Following 1969, the Annual Announcements do not mention in any form a Regent, 
Student Counselor or Jesuit Counselor. According to Father Quinn, the duties he 
and his predecessors performed were largely absorbed by the Assistant Dean of the 
School of Medicine.13

Father Quinn himself remained personally active within the School of Medi
cine, serving on several committees and establishing the Humanities for the Health 
Sciences program. But his contributions to the School were not in the capacity of 
Regent. That office ceased to exist in 1969. The Jesuit influence in the School of 
Medicine at Creighton continues to be felt in many positive ways of course, but not 
through the office of Regent or its titular equivalent.
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Incumbents
As mentioned, there is no indication in any Creighton University publication 

that the office of Regent existed prior to 1908, when Rev. Whelan's name first 
appears. The only chronological listing of Regents anywhere to be found is in 
Seventy-Five Years: Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph's Hospital, Diamond Jubilee Souve
nir, 1870-1945 by Francis J. Bath. In this history of St. Joseph's Hospital, Mr. Bath lists 
the first three Regents of the School of Medicine as the same Jesuits who served as 
President of Creighton University and their terms as Regent coincide with their 
terms of office as President. Whether this was, in fact the case, is open to speculation. 
More likely, Bath simply assumed that the President of the University acted in this 
capacity. Whatever the case, Bath lists the following as the first three Regents of the 
School of Medicine:

Rev. James F.X. Hoeffer, S.J. -  1892-1895
Rev. John Pahls, S.J. -  1895-1899
Rev. Michael P. Dowling, S.J. -  1899-190714

William P. Whelan, S.J., Regent, 1908-1928

In his book, Francis Bath indicates that the Rev. 
William P. Whelan, S.J., held the office of Regent 
from 1907.15 However, in the Annual Announcement 
for 1907-1908, William P. Whelan is mentioned, but 
only as a Professor of Medical Jurisprudence who 
gave to the third-year class "lectures on moral prin
ciples and medical practice, craniotomy, abortion, 
venereal excess, views of scientists and professional 
rights".16

Father Whelan, or "Butch" Whelan as he was 
called17, became Regent indisputably in 1908 and 
continued in that position until 1928. Father Whelan 
was born March 5, 1867, at Ashton in Wakefield, 

Lancashire, England. He completed his undergraduate work at St. Ignatius College 
in Chicago. He first came to Creighton University in 1896 as Professor of the Classics 
and head of the Dramatics Department. He served in these capacities until 1899. 
From 1899 to 1904 he taught at St. Louis University.

Father Whelan's second tour of duty at Creighton lasted from 1904 until 1928. 
In addition to being Regent of the School of Medicine, he served as Regent of the 
Dental and Pharmacy Schools (a member of their original faculties), and director of 
the University's Summer Session for nine years. In all, he served for twenty-seven 
years at Creighton before being transferred to Chicago in 1928, where he became 
pastor of the Church of the Sacred Heart. At the time of his transfer, Father Whelan 
was the "oldest member of the University faculty in point of service."18

Prior to his departure from Creighton, the faculty and alumni of both the 
Schools of Medicine and Dentistry honored Father Whelan with a festive banquet 
at the Knights of Columbus Club. They also started a "Father Whelan Fund" to 
benefit the medical and dental libraries.19 In addition, the 1927 yearbook, The Bluejay, 
was dedicated to Father Whelan to honor his many years of service to Creighton. 
Father Whelan died December 1,1948, at the age of 81. At the time of his death, he 
was teaching at St. Ignatius High School in Chicago.20
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Terence H. Ahearn, S.J., Regent, 1928-1931

Replacing Father Whalen as Regent was the 
Rev. Terence H. Ahearn, S.J. Almost nothing is 
known about the life of Father Ahearn. During his 
brief time at Creighton, he was Regent of the Schools 
of Medicine and Nursing and the Colleges of Phar
macy and Dentistry. A brief Creighton Alumnews 
article announcing his transfer in April 1931 to Loyola 
University noted:

During his term here Father Ahearn 
was instrumental in enlarging and 
improving the medical school; in 
installing new equipment in the 
medical, dental and pharmacy schools, and in organizing the 
Creighton University school of nursing.21

Father Ahearn died January 1, 1966.22

Patrick J. Mahan, S.J., Acting Regent 1931

When Father Ahearn was transferred to Loyola 
University, a shuffling exchange took place. In his 
new position as Regent of Medicine and Nursing at 
Loyola, Father Ahearn replaced the Rev. Patrick J. 
Mahan, who had been reassigned as President of 
Creighton University. As President of Creighton, 
Father Mahan filled the office of Regent on a tempo
rary basis until a permanent successor to Father 
Ahearn was chosen. The two men, in one respect, 
switched jobs.

Father Mahan had been Regent at Loyola Medi
cal School for thirteen years prior to coming to Creigh
ton, so the territory was familiar. Since he was the 

University President, as well as Acting Regent of four 
professional schools, it can be assumed that he was a 
very busy man. Until a new Regent was chosen in 
August 1931, Father Mahan planned to spend two or 
three days a week in the Regent's office and the 
remainder of his time fulfilling Presidential duties.23

John Joseph Mclnerny, S.J., Regent, 1931-1946

One of the most powerful of the Regents of the 
School of Medicine was the Rev. John J. Mclnerny. In 
fact, for a period of about thirteen months between 
the death of Dr. Herman von Schulte in 1932 and the 
selection of Dr. Bryan M. Riley as Dean in September 
1933, Father Mclnerny served as Acting Dean of the „ T , T w T „T „

L  . °  . . . Rev. John J. Mclnerny, S.J., Regent
School of Medicine. From that experience, he obvi- 19 3 1-19 4 6
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ously learned the workings of the school, and from that point forward was a force 
to be reckoned with in the power structure of the School of Medicine.

Father Mclnerny was born in St. Louis, Missouri, to John M. and Catherine 
Clancy Mclnerny.24 He received his education at St. Louis University, earning an 
A.B. in 1919, his M.A. in 1920 and an M.S. in 1930. He was ordained into the Society 
of Jesus in June 1927. He had teaching experience in the field of Biology, first at 
Campion College in Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, from 1921 to 1924, and from 1928- 
1930 at his alma mater, St. Louis University. In 1931 he came to Creighton as a 
Lecturer in Philosophy, and as Regent not only of Medicine but also Nursing, 
Dentistry and Pharmacy.25

As Regent, "Father Mac," as he was nicknamed26, was respected and feared but 
not universally liked. Dr. John Hartigan (M.D. 1943) recalled of Father Mclnerny:

He was an asthenic, almost emaciated man, an unpleasant looking 
man. To every freshman class, he announced that,"You' re welcome 
in these doors as students, but please remember, the door swings 
both ways".27

Effective August 1946, Father Mclnerny was reassigned to St. John's Hospital, 
St. Louis, Missouri, as a chaplain.28 He died September 6, 1962.29

Harry B. Crimmins, S.J., Regent, 1946-1952

Another powerful Regent, though of a more 
brief tenure than Father Mclnerny, was the Rev.
Harry B. Crimmins, who became Regent in August 
1946. Father Crimmins was also educated at St. Louis 
University, receiving his A.B. degree in 1919 and his 
M.A. in 1920. He also received a PhD. in 1930 from 
L'Universita Gregoriana in Rome, and an LL.D. from 
St. Ambrose College in 1941. He was ordained a 
Jesuit in 1926.

Father Crimmins had extensive teaching and 
administrative experience prior to coming to Creigh
ton. Beginning in 1920 he served as an Instructor in 
Latin and English at Rockhurst College until 1924, 
and again in 1928 and 1929. He served as an Instructor in Philosophy in 1930 and 
1931 at St. Mary's College, then returned to his alma mater, St. Louis University, later 
in 1931. At St. Louis he served in the Department of Philosophy from 1931 to 1936, 
and as director of graduate studies before assuming the Presidency of that Univer
sity in 1936. Father Crimmins served as President of St. Louis University from 1936 
until 1942.30

Rev. Harry B. Crimmins, S.J., Regent 
1946-1951.

Father Crimmins was called to duty as a World War II Army chaplain in 1942. 
He spent two and one-half of his four-year service overseas, earning the rank of 
Captain. He participated in the African, Sicilian and Italian campaigns with the 70th 
General Hospital unit from St. Louis University. Perhaps Father Crimmins' most 
unusual assignment came in Italy after the close of the war, when he served as 
chaplain at the execution of Anton Dostler, the first of the defeated enemies to be 
tried and executed as a war criminal.31
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Following discharge from military service in 1946, Father Crimmins came to 
Creighton University as a Lecturer in Philosophy and as Regent of the School of 
Medicine and the College of Pharmacy. Though he apparantly maintained a rigid 
outward facade, most found him to be helpful and a true friend. Dr. Larry E. 
Williams (M.D. 1952) recalled:

One other person I remember well was Father Crimmins. He came 
on very hard-nosed, but when you needed help he was out there to 
do anything he could for you. During my internship, he came to the 
hospital as a patient and we had many wonderful conversations.32

Father Crimmins left Creighton in 1952 and died June 13, I960.33

John J. Foley, S.J., Regent, 1952-1958

Replacing Father Crimmins in July, 1952 was 
the Rev. John J. Foley. Father Foley was born in 
Rantoul, Illinois, on November 20,1901. He moved 
to a farm near Rodman, Iowa, when young and was 
a 1920 high school graduate of Presentation Acad
emy in Whitmore, Iowa. Following graduation, Fa
ther Foley attended Creighton University as an un
dergraduate, earning his A.B. degree in 1924. He then 
entered the Society of Jesus, making his tertianship, 
his final year of Jesuit training in Cleveland in 1937- 
1938. During his Jesuit training period, he earned an 

?958 J°hn * F°Iey' S'*v Regent 1952' M.A. degree from St. Louis University in 1928, and a
Licentiate of Sacred Theology in 1937.

Prior to coming back to Creighton, Father Foley was active in the field of 
secondary education. He taught at Xavier High School in Cincinnati and was 
principal of Marquette University High School in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, from 1938 
to 1951. From 1939 to 1950 he was a member of the Jesuit Educational Association 
Secondary School Commission, serving two terms as chairman in 1949 and 1950. 
From 1948 to 1952 he was Consultor for secondary schools in the Jesuit Missouri 
Province. During the summers of 1947,1949 and 1951 he also taught at Marquette 
University.34

In August 1951 Father Foley was assigned to Creighton University as Assistant 
Dean in the College of Arts and Sciences. Upon Father Crimmins' departure in 1952, 
Father Foley was appointed Regent of the School of Medicine, in which capacity he 
served until September 1958. He then served as rector of the Jesuit community at the 
new Creighton Prep High School in Omaha. Still later, he was Provincial of the 
Wisconsin Jesuit Province. He then returned to Omaha where he died on September 
21,1983.35

Vincent L. Decker,S.J., Student Counselor, 1958-1961

In 1958 a minor administrative reorganization at Creighton University was 
made and several new positions created. There was a new post of Academic Vice 
President for the entire university, and the new position of Student Counselor for 
each of the schools was established. The September 1958 Creighton Alumnews 
explained:
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The student counselor position came 
into being at the same time that the 
post of Academic Vice President was 
created. Prior to that time, the regent 
of each school served as a liaison 
officer with the administration and 
also performed student counseling 
duties.36

In 1958 the Rev. Vincent L. Decker began service as 
the first "Student Counselor" to the Schools of Medi
cine and Pharmacy.

Father Decker was born in New London, Con
necticut, the son of an Army officer. When young, he 
traveled extensively and lived in various parts of the United States and the Panama 
Canal Zone. His father was later stationed in Omaha, and young Vincent was sent 
to Creighton Prep High School, from which he graduated. Following graduation, 
he entered the Society of Jesus, in August 1931.37

During his Jesuit training, Father Decker received an A.B. degree in Latin and 
English from St. Louis University in 1936, and also did graduate work there. He 
taught at St. Louis University High School from 1939-1940 and at Regis High School 
in Denver from 1940-1941. He then studied Theology at St. Mary's College in Kansas 
City, Missouri, and was ordained a Jesuit June 21, 1944.38

Following ordination, Father Decker was Assistant Dean of Rockhurst College 
from 1946 to 1947 and taught Religion and English at Campion College from 1947 
to 1948. In 1948 Father Decker joined the faculty at Creighton University in the 
Department of Theology, eventually becoming Chairman of the Department. He 
also served as spiritual advisor of the Medical School (while Father Foley served as 
Regent), moderator of the Medical School Sodality, and director of housing and 
special activities for nuns attending Creighton University's summer school ses
sions.39 When the post of Student Counselor (formerly Regent) became vacant, 
Father Decker was a natural to fill it, considering his prior contact with the School 
of Medicine.

In his affiliations with the School of Medicine, Father Decker was highly 
regarded. Representative of feelings toward Father Decker was a comment by Dr. 
Werner Jensen (M.D. 1932), who said that he used to grade Jesuits on a scale of one 
to five, five being perfect. "Father Decker at the med school, he was a grade five 
man."40

In 1961 Father Decker left Creighton University for an appointment as Presi
dent of Creighton Prep High School, in which capacity he served until 1967. He then 
returned to Creighton University as an Associate Professor of Theology, where he 
continued to teach until his death. Father Decker died at age seventy-two of cancer 
on September 19, 1986. At the time of his death, Rev. Michael Morrison, S.J., 
President of Creighton University, said:

He was a real gentleman... He was my superior at Creighton Prep 
several years ago, and he was outstanding. He was way ahead of 
his tim e.. .  He was really a great man.41

Rev. Vincent L. Decker, S.J., Student 
Counselor 1958-1961.
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James J. Quinn, S.J., Jesuit Counselor, 
1961-1969

The last of the official Jesuit Counselors of the 
School of Medicine was Rev. James J. Quinn., S.J. 
Father Quinn, a Chicago native, joined the Society of 
Jesus in 1937. He received a large portion of his 
education at St. Louis University -  an A.B. degree in 
1941, a PhL. (Licentiate in Philosophy) in 1944, an 
M.A. in Greek in 1945 and in 1951 a Licentiate in 
Sacred Theology. Father Quinn also studied Theol
ogy for three years at St. Mary's College in Kansas 
City, Missouri, after which he was ordained into the 
Society of Jesus.

Prior to coming to Creighton University in 1953, 
Father Quinn had taught at Regis High School and Regis College in Denver, at 
Marquette University and St. Louis University. In 1953 he became Associate 
Professor of Philosophy at Creighton and also served as director of counseling for 
the dormitories of the university.42

In 1961 Father Quinn was named Jesuit Counselor for the Schools of Medicine 
and Pharmacy. The same year he was also named Archdiocesan Director of 
Hospitals and Chaplain of the Catholic Physicians Guild by the Rev. Gerald T. 
Bergan, Archbishop of Omaha.43 During his term as Jesuit Counselor, he was a 
member of the Bishop's Representatives for Hospitals and of the Administrative 
Board of the Catholic Hospital Administration. In 1967 Father Quinn was honored 
with a distinguished service award from the President of Creighton University.44

As Jesuit Counselor for the School of Medicine, Father Quinn began increas
ingly to feel a need to educate Health Science students more broadly in the 
humanities, in order to facilitate their interaction with patients once they were out 
in the real world of medicine. He himself taught courses in Medical Ethics, but felt 
that much more was needed.

In 1969 Father Quinn took a three-year leave of absence to study Medical 
Morals at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, in which field he received a 
PhD. in 1972. After six months of further study in England, Father Quinn returned 
to Creighton to implement his ideas. He began an experimental humanities 
program for Health Science students, which was deemed a success and which still 
influences the curriculum.45 Today, Father Quinn continues to serve as an Associate 
Professor of Philosophy and as Director of Humanities for the Health Sciences.
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Special People

Miss Pauline Cranny
"After von Schulte died/' Dr. Alfred C. Andersen recalls that, " the Dean's 

position became more part time. Someone had to be there to take care of the details."1
That someone was Pauline Cranny, "Miss Cranny" 
to several generations of Creighton medical students.

Pauline Cranny came to the medical school in 
1918, about the same time as Dr. von Schulte. She was 
Medical Librarian for two years, then is listed as 
Registrar in the 1920-21 Annual Announcement of the 
College of Medicine. Finally in 1922, she was Secretary 
to the Dean. She held this position for the next 33 
years, and from it she wielded much influence. Every 
Creighton medical graduate of her time remembers 
Miss Cranny.

Pauline Cranny was "a large, angular woman 
who had the habit of speaking with her lips whatever 
you were saying."2 She was "tall and slender, with a 
piercing gaze."3 She never married, but rather made 

the medical school and its administration the center of her life. By all accounts, she 
was liked and well-respected, but would brook no nonsense. "If she liked you, you 
did well. If she didn't like you, you were in big trouble."4 Dr. Silvio J. Giovale (M.D. 
1938) remembers: " Miss Cranny, the Dean's Secretary, was a good-hearted soul. 
She was a disciplinarian and did not stand for any unnecessary frivolity, [butl was 
kind and considerate in her own way."5

Miss Cranny took care of everything. "She ran attendance, she ran scheduling, 
everything came out of Miss Cranny's office. She knew everyone by name."6 
Students stood in line to get grades from her, they 
were counseled by her, and if necessary, were disci
plined by her. She was the one constant, the one 
figure of authority with whom generations of stu
dents had day-to-day contact. She represented the 
real power to students on a practical basis.

But the forces of change brought the end of her 
role. In 1955 when Dr. Frederick Gillick became 
Dean, he acted as a full-time Dean, with definite 
opinions about how to run a medical school. It seems 
he felt there could be only one Dean, and that was not 
to be Miss Cranny. At any rate, Miss Cranny was 
dismissed, rather summarily, at age 60.

She was not, however, forgotten by the students 
she had befriended over the years. Dr. William Reals 
(M.D. 1945) noted that she was guest of honor for his class at their twenty-fifth 
reunion in 1970.7 In her later years, she became somewhat reclusive, living with a 
brother and sister and rarely venturing out, even when invited to lunch or dinner.8 
She died in July 1979 at the age of 84. After her death, Creighton School of Medicine's 
alumni advisors passed a resolution that a plaque honoring her memory be placed

Miss Cranny.

Miss Pauline Cranny, stalwart 
Secretary to the Dean for many years.
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in the Medical School.9 Miss Cranny would have approved. As Dr. John Hartigan 
(M.D. 1943) expressed it, "She was a good scout."10

Nicholas Dietz, Jr. -  “Meticulous Nick’

Nicholas Dietz,Ph.D. "Meticulous 
Nick"

Dr. Nicholas Dietz, Jr. is another legendary 
figure that stands out in the memory of School of 
Medicine graduates. He received his education at 
Columbia University -  a B. A. in 1924, an M. A. in 1926, 
and a Ph.D. in 1930. Before coming to Creighton in 
1933, he taught for four years at Columbia as an 
Assistant in Chemistry, and from 1929-1933 as an 
Instructor in Chemistry at the University of Pitts
burgh.

From 1933 until 1966, Dr. Dietz taught in the 
Biological Chemistry and Nutrition Department at 
the School of Medicine, advancing from Assistant 
Professor (1933-1946) to Associate Professor (1946- 

1956) to Professor (1956-1966). He was Acting Chairman of the Department from 
1959-1961 and was named Professor Emeritus of Biological Chemistry in 1969.11

From July 1942 until May 1946 Dr. Dietz served in the Medical Corps of the U.S. 
Army, primarily in Europe, earning two battle stars and the rank of Captain. His 
duties included teaching Preventive Medicine at the Medical Service School Center 
outside of Paris and doing nutritional survey work in France, Italy, and Germany.12

In 1966 he retired from teaching, but remained 
active. For years following, as an Emeritus Professor he 
did animal research and worked on the history of science 
and medicine. He also acted as audio-visual coordinator 
for the School of Medicine. In 1979 he was appointed 
Special Assistant to the Dean of Medicine, Dr. Holthaus.
Besides special ad hoc projects, Dr. Dietz aided in devel
oping the Introduction to Clinical Medicine course and 
was to begin compiling a history of the Creighton School 
of Medicine. He continued to act as official liaison be
tween the Surgeon General of the Army and the Dean of 
the School of Medicine for medical procurement for the 
Army.

Dr. Dietz's professional activities outside the Creigh
ton community were even more numerous. After retire
ment, he was made President of the Nebraska Academy 
of Sciences and Co-chairman of its history and philosophy of science sections. He 
was on the National Committee on Constitution and By-Laws of the American 
Chemical Society. He was a Board member of the national organization, Catholic 
Scholarships for Negroes, and was personally responsible for securing scholarships 
for several black Creighton medical students.13

Dr. Dietz was selected by students in 1966 to receive the Distinguished Teacher 
Award. In 1982 he was presented with Creighton University's Distinguished 
Service Award. Beginning in the late 1970's, The Dr. William A. and Ethel Perer 
Annual Biochemistry Award was presented to a "graduating senior best exempli-

Dr. Nicholas Dietz, Jr., right, celebrates his 82nd birthday 
with two of his longtime faculty colleagues, Dr. J. Raymond 
Johnson, Professor Emeritus of Physiology, left, and Dr. 
Frank M. Ferraro, Professor Emeritus of Medical Microbiol
ogy-
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fying excellence in both basic and clinical biochemistry." It was awarded first in 
honor of, and later in memory of Dr. Dietz.14

He was a religious man, and another group of his activities centered on the 
Catholic Church. He was an active member for more than 40 years in the Catholic 
Central Union of America, a pioneer organization for social action, and he served as 
editor of their journal. As national chairman of this organization and of the National 
Catholic Women's Union, he was largely responsible for the microfilming of 
perishable library materials at their Central Bureau Library in St. Louis, Missouri.15 
At Creighton, he was the moderator of the Xavier Forum and was sacristan of St. 
Luke's Chapel within the Medical School. In 1959 he was awarded the Benemerenti 
Medal by Pope John XXIII for his lifetime of service to the Catholic Church.16

Dr. Dietz died suddenly on 
May 30,1984, of heart failure at the 
age of 83. 17 A fitting memorial to 
him was established when a study 
room used for daily Mass at Criss II, 
named St. Luke's Chapel, was reno
vated into a formal chapel. Dr. Dietz 
was a daily Communicant at the 
noontime Medical School Mass, and 
made it his project to begin this 
rennovation. The Christ the Healer 
chapel was formally opened and 
dedicated in memory of Dr. Dietz 
on April 30,1985.18

Several generations of medical 
graduates remember "Meticulous Nick," as Dr. Dietz was known because of his 
attention to the details of his subject area and the depths of understanding which he 
expected of students. Dr. Clarence Moran (M.D. 1928) recalled of his colleague and 
friend, "He just sincerely felt if they [medical students] didn't know every bit of 
biochemistry that he was teaching them, he couldn't possibly let them be doctors."19

Despite the nickname, Dr. Dietz was not so meticulous in matters of house
keeping. He is remembered by many for his disorganized office and living quarters. 
Drs. Moran and Alfred C. Andersen, among others, recalled Dr. Dietz's hotel rooms. 
He was a lifelong bachelor and lived in residence hotels, which had only a single 
path leading through them, with books, papers and belongings stacked high on 
every side. He threw nothing away. Yet upon his death, the history of the Creighton 
School of Medicine, which he had been known to be compiling, was nowhere to be 
found. Unfortunately, especially for the authors of this book, his material may have 
been discarded by others as old papers of no value.

Graduates have fond memories of him. Dr. Robert Luby (M.D. 1952) remem
bered an expression of Dr. Dietz when speaking of fatal toxicological combinations. 
Referring to well-known Omaha morticians, Dr. Dietz would say, "If you do this, or 
this, it's Heafey & Heafey for you!"20

Dr. D. E. Baca (M.D. 1939) recalled this event concerning Dr. Dietz, who at the 
time was starting one of his first years of teaching at the Medical School. Dr. Dietz 
arrived at class the first day of the term to lecture on Biological Chemistry and 
Nutrition. He brought with him an armload of vegetables. According to Dr. Baca, 
the first thing he did was to hold up a potato and say, "Gentlemen, this is a "pot-a- 
to". "That set the mood. Everyone looked at each other and said, "Who is this

Rev. James Quinn, S.J. at the dedication of Christ the Healer 
Chapel.
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character?" Then Dr. Dietz turned around and put "potato" on the board. He picked 
up a tomato and proceeded with the same ritual as with the potato. "By the time he 
turned around a second time, a bunch of spitballs hit." Everyone started laughing 
uncontrollably and throwing things at him.21

In spite of his spitball shower, Dr. Dietz stayed on at the School of Medicine for 
many years and was much beloved by all. As one graduate, Dr. Vincent J. Carollo 
(M.D. 1962) said of Dr. Deitz and his cohort, Dr. Levine, "They were teachers and 
friends. God bless them both."22

Herbert F. Gerald -  “Pop” Gerald
One medical graduate termed Herbert Gerald "a cornerstone in the Basic 

Sciences" at the School of Medicine.23 Indeed, he is one of the personalities that
generations of Creighton medical students remem
ber with great fondness. He had a long history at 
Creighton, teaching in various capacities for thirty- 
eight years.

After receiving a Ph.G. from the Massachusetts 
College of Pharmacy in 1902 and an M.D. from Tufts 
College in 1909, Dr. Gerald came to Creighton in 1912 
as an Assistant in Pharmacology. In 1914 he was 
promoted to Assistant Professor of Physiology and 
Pharmacology. From 1916 to 1917 he was an Associ
ate Professor of Materia Medica and Pharmacology. 
He then served for three years, 1917 to 1920, in the 
School of Dentistry as Professor of Pathology, Bacte
riology, Histology and Pharmacology. Returning to 
the School of Medicine, he spent the next ten years as 
Professor of Pharmacology. In 1930 he became Pro

fessor of Physiology as well, and head of that department. For the next 20 years, he 
remained chairman. In 1950 he was named Professor Emeritus and retired from 
active teaching.24

An important aside should be noted. Pop Gerald's son, Park S. Gerald, a 1947 
graduate of the Creighton School of Medicine, is a member of the medical faculty of 
Harvard, and received the Creighton University Alumni Achievement Citation in 
1985.

From 1922-1950, Dr. Gerald was on the Administrative Board of the School of 
Medicine, and from 1924-1950 was Chairman of the Junior Council, which oversaw 
pre-clinical instruction. He was a longtime influential member of the School of 
Medicine Admissions Committee. Dr. Richard Egan (M.D. 1940) said that Gerald 
"was the Admissions Committee."25 He also found time to earn a B.S.M. (Bachelor 
of Science in Medicine) from Creighton in 1927.

According to Dr. John Hartigan (M.D. 1943), Dr. Gerald "looked about 
seventy-five, [although! I don't suppose he was. He was a short, kind of dumpy little 
fellow, baldish, with a Meershaum pipe which he smoked continuously."26 Dr. 
Hartigan remembered him as the one with whom students discussed problems 
during their first two years.

Dr. Hartigan also noted Dr. Gerald's gentleness, which earned him his affec
tionate nickname, "Pop." This gentleness and genuine concern for students on the 
part of Dr. Gerald is mentioned often by graduates reminiscing about "Pop" Gerald.
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A 1937 banquet honoring Dr. Gerald for twenty-five years of service to Creighton 
also emphasized his gentle and caring ways. Dr. Charles M. Wilhelmj quoted 
Cardinal Newman and applied his words to Dr. Gerald:

He is tender toward the bashful, gentle toward the distant, and 
merciful toward the absurd; he can recollect to whom he is speaking, 
he guards against unreasonable allusions or topics that may irritate, 
he is seldom prominent in conversation. He makes light of favors 
while he does them and seems to be receiving while he is conferring.
He has no ears for slander or gossip -  he is never mean or rude in 
his disputes, never takes unfair advantage. He has too much good 
sense to be affronted at insult; he is too busy to remember injuries 
and too indolent to bear malice.27

As often as graduates note Dr.
Gerald's gentle qualities, they men
tion his high, squeaky voice. Men
tioned even more often was his pro
nounced New England accent, un
changed despite forty years in the 
Midwest. Two graduates, Drs. John 
Hartigan (M.D. 1943) and D. E. Baca 
(M.D. 1939), ("Baaker" to Pop Gerald) 
remembered exactly the same quote 
from a Pharm acology lecture:
"'Gore' powder, pronounced exactly 
the way it's spelled, G-O-A, 'Gore' 
powder."28

Dr. John William Vincent (M.D. 1944) noted, "Pop Gerald also taught us 
prescription writing and in his inimitable voice and Boston accent, the correct 
pronunciation of "Nuxvomica." Correctly, according to Pop Gerald, it was "Nerx 
Vomicar."29 Dr. William Reals recalled that Pop Gerald taught "Materier Mediker."30

Dr. Richard Egan (M.D. 1940) emphasized the high standards and principles 
which were typical of Dr. Gerald. He said that long before there was a Department 
of Medical Ethics at Creighton, Dr. Gerald "emphasized in his own actions and 
teachings the ethics that should govern the members of the profession."31 Dr. Egan 
shared a reminiscence illustrating Dr. Gerald's basic sense of honesty. At the time, 
the MMPI (Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory) was one instrument used 
to judge candidates for admission to some medical schools. The test included 
questions designed to single out individuals who were answering questions the way 
they felt they should, rather than with complete candor. One such question was, "If 
you went to a movie, and both the ticket seller and ticket taker were nowhere around, 
would you go in anyway?"

The test was structured so that if the student answered anything except that he 
would sneak into the movie free, he was being less than honest. Pop Gerald, 
however, objected to this reasoning. "Not where I come from," he said. "You'd wait 
for the ticket seller to come back." Dr. Gerald would have waited. He was that kind 
of individual.32
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Other graduates remembered humorous incidents. Dr. John William Vincent 
(M.D. 1944) wrote:

Dr. "Pop" Gerald taught us clinical physiology which consisted of 
smoking a drum, which in turn was used to register muscular 
contractions of the frog, when said muscle had an electrical stimulus.
We were, of course, taught how to pith the frog before the experiment, 
but one student of my time was running behind and tried substituting 
a manual record on his smoked drum. He very deliberately and 
with finesse rotated the drum manually and then, periodically, at 
appropriate intervals, moved the needle to record on the drum. As 
the student persisted with diligence in [faking] a near-perfect 
pithed frog experiment, using his bi-manual technique, Pop Gerald 
chanced to be a very attentive observator. When the experiment 
was done and the forgery could have been classified as excellent,
Dr. Gerald interrupted the whole procedure with his scratchy, 
squeaky, sonorous voice, saying [and I quote]: "Umph, (or some 
appropriate expletive of that time), that wasn't exactly the way I 
wanted that experiment done. Now would you please do it my 
way?" Many of us then thought there was a truth to the old saw -  
"What a terrible web we weave when first we practice to deceive."33

Dr. D. E. Baca shared this reminiscence about Pop Gerald, whom he called "a 
very lovable character." During lab exams Dr. Gerald would separate the students 
so they couldn't cheat. One student in Dr. Baca's class, an older gentleman, always 
wore a suit with a lab coat over it. During exams, he had crib notes on index cards 
scattered through his various suit pockets, and he had a "master" index card in the 
pocket of his lab coat telling him the location of his crib notes. During one 
Pharmacology exam, students stole his crib notes, substituting blank cards. Once the 
exam started, he began, more and more frantically, to search for his crib notes. By 
the end of the exam, his paper was still essentially blank. Pop Gerald had been in 
on the whole thing, and let the student know in no uncertain terms that "Honesty 
was the best policy."34

Graduates will tell you there was never another personality quite like Herbert 
"Pop" Gerald at the School of Medicine. He retired in 1950 and in 1954, after the 
death of his wife, moved to Barrington, Illinois, to live with a son. It was there he died 
on October 18,1957, at the age of 76.

Victor E. Levine -  “Vitamin Vic”
A personality universally remembered by graduates of the School of Medicine 

between 1918 and 1959 was Dr. Victor E. Levine, or "Vitamin Vic," as he was 
affectionately known. Dr. Levine, although a 1928 Creighton medical graduate 
himself, never practiced medicine but chose to be a Biochemist with emphasis on 
nutrition -  thus the nickname "Vitamin Vic." A special area of interest was the 
Arctic, where he studied the nutritional patterns of the native Eskimos.

Victor Emanuel Levine was born in 1891 and educated in New York City. He 
earned a B.A. degree from the College of the City of New York in 1909 and from 
Columbia University an M.A. in 1911 and a Ph.D. in 1914. Before coming to 
Creighton, he served as an Instructor in Biological Chemistry at the Columbia
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Victor E. Levine (M.D. 1928). "Vitamin 
Vic"

University College of Physicians and Surgeons from 
1913 to 1916, as an Assistant Professor of Organic 
Chemistry at Fordham University from 1916 to 1917, 
and as Director of the Clinical Lab at Beth Israel 
Hospital from 1917 to 1918.

In 1918 he was employed by Creighton Univer
sity as an Assistant Professor of Biological Chemistry 
and Physiology. After two years he was made a full 
professor and (before age 30) Head of the Depart
ment of Biological Chemistry and Nutrition.35 He 
remained in this position from 1920 to 1959, and it 
was in this capacity that many School of Medicine 
graduates came to know and respect him. He took 
classes in the School of Medicine on a part-time basis, 

while teaching Biological Chemistry, and received his M.D. degree from Creighton 
in 1928. He did not serve an internship and never practiced medicine in a clinical 
sense. Perhaps the study of medicine gave him the background he felt he needed to 
understand the needs of the future physicians he taught for so many years.

Having been granted a leave of absence, Dr. Levine also served in the U.S. 
Army during World War II, enlisting August 12,1942, and being discharged March 
6,1946. He attained the rank of Lt. Colonel, having served as Executive Officer at 
the Northwestern Service Command Medical Laboratory at Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada, and Commanding Officer at the Ninth Service Command Medical Labora
tories at both Ft. Lewis, Washington, and the Presidio in Monterey, California.36

Dr. Levine never married but appeared to have had two lifelong loves: One 
was the teaching of medical students. The second was first-hand scientific investi
gation of the nutrition of Eskimos living in the Arctic regions. Dr. Levine made at 
least ten trips to Alaska and other points north, beginning in 1921 and spending as 
long as a year and a half on some of these expeditions. He took leaves of absence 
from his academic duties for the longer trips, some of which were sponsored by the 
United States Public Health Service. The shorter ones were conducted over a 
summer, and on these he took medical students with him as assistants.

As a teacher, Vitamin Vic was demanding, believing that his subject must be 
learned in toto for physicians to be competent. Yet he was beloved by the students 
and thought of as a friend as well as a teacher.

Many also remember him as an eccentric character. Dr. Clarence S. Moran 
(M.D. 1928), who knew Dr. Levine as a teacher, a classmate (receiving his M.D. the 
same year as Levine), and later as a friend and colleague, made these observations:

He [Levine] was a very peculiar character. He was short. . .  and I 
suppose you'd call him a little vain, most of us are. He was starting 
to show his age a little. To compensate for his height, he wore shoes 
with high heels. And for his gray hair, he used hair dye. . .  He'd be 
at school, and he'd have strands of purple stuff running down the 
back of his neck and maybe staining his coat collars."37

Dr. D. E. Baca (M.D. 1939) has similar memories: "He used to dye his hair, and 
at times the dye he used would start running."38
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Dr. Levine's teaching methods, also, tended toward the unusual. Dr. Novella 
A. Schafer (M.D. 1958) remembers her father, Dr. Leander Herman Schafer (M.D. 
1925), telling her stories of Dr. Levine:

On the first day of class, he reviewed all of Organic Chemistry. He 
wrote all over the blackboard and then started writing on the walls 
when there was no more room on the blackboard. The walls were 
as black as the blackboard because of the soot from the trains across 
the way.39

The younger Dr. Schafer noted that thirty-two years later, Dr. Levine also taught her. 
"The walls were painted then and we had diesel engines, instead of steam," but Dr. 
Levine was still writing on the walls and the floor.40

Dr. John William Vincent (M.D. 1944), recalled, "I was amused and amazed by 
Vitamin Vic Levine, who would carry his lecture in writing from the blackboard to 
the wall and to the floor, all an effort to get our attention, I guess."41

Dr. Clarence Moran recalled several stories from his student days about Dr. 
Levine: James John Duffy (M.D. 1926) was a student of Dr. Levine's, who Dr. Moran 
recalled as having lost an eye, wearing an eye patch, and being a "pretty abrasive 
individual." Dr. Levine flunked Duffy, who became considerably upset.

James John Duffy (M.D. 1926).

Duffy was pretty angry, so when we 
got out of school about four o'clock 
in the afternoon, Duffy was going to 
speak to him [Dr. Levine] so he sat 
on the front steps of the school 
building or maybe on the roof of his 
car, but he sat there waiting and 
Levine realized he was down there 
and what the trouble was and he 
thought "Oh, well, he'll go home"; 
But Duffy never went home. It got to 
be about six o'clock and Levine 
looked out the window and said, 
"You passed, Duffy, you passed. You 
can go home."42

Dr. Moran reported a personal experience with Dr. Levine. He did so 
reluctantly, for he said he didn't want any praise, and he wasn't trying to "polish the 
apple." Dr. Moran's class assignment for the day had been a chapter on thyroid 
function and thyroid disease, which happened to diagram the elaborate structural 
formula for thyroxine, and for some reason that had caught Dr. Moran's eye. He 
traced it, then quit studying for the night. On the quiz for that day, Dr. Moran got 
a 100. Dr. Levine said, "I went over this paper twice and I can't find a single mistake. 
Where is this person, Moran? Stand up!" After standing, Dr. Levine asked Dr. 
Moran if he could go to the board and draw the structural formula for thyroxine. Dr. 
Moran was, almost by accident, again able to reproduce it perfectly. The next two 
quarters, Dr. Moran was never asked another question or even spoken to by Dr. 
Levine, but he received a 100 for each quarter grade. At the end of the year, in a
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chance meeting with Dr. Levine, Dr. Moran was told, "I can't give you a 100 for the 
year - 1 just can't. I'll give you a 99."43

Dr. Peter DeMarco (M.D. 1962) remembered "one teacher who kept us laugh
ing almost on a daily basis with his quaint stories as he taught Biochemistry -  Dr. Vic 
Levine."44 Other medical graduates, too, remember some of the pearls dropped by 
Dr. Levine in the course of his teaching. For example, Dr. James T. Dresser (M.D. 
1941) remembered Dr. Levine telling them that in Alaska "coldness was judged by 
the number of dogs that one had to sleep with to keep from freezing."45 Dr. Ethel M. 
Waters (M.D. 1940) writes, "I have eaten a bowl of parsley regularly since Dr. Levine 
told us parsley contained every vitamin there was."46 And a quote of Dr. Levine's 
recalled by Dr. John R. Moore (M.D. 1951): "To have a good liver, you must be one."47

Dr. Richard L. O'Brien (M.D. 1960), Creighton's Medical Dean, remembers that 
Dr. Levine made his classes outline the entire Biochemistry textbook and hand in the 
outline. Dr. O'Brien thought it was "really stupid" at the time, but it turned out to 
be a great teaching method. It forced the student to read and understand the 
material well enough to digest it. Dr. O'Brien still has visual images of some pages 
of this textbook. "Some things you can never escape."48 Dr. O'Brien further noted 
that Dr. Levine, along with Dr. Charles Wilhelmj, stimulated his desire to pursue a 
career in academic medicine.

Dr. Levine was, by all accounts, brilliant but absent-minded as well. Dr. D. E. 
Baca (M.D. 1939) recalled a story of a long-ago Saturday night and a prank played 
on Dr. Levine, who at the time was the physician-in-residence at the Fontenelle 
Hotel, "the hoity-toity hotel in Omaha in those days, " according to Dr. Baca. Four 
Phi Chi brothers with their dates decided to pay Levine a visit at the Fontenelle. He 
was flattered. As previously planned, the group engaged him in a conversation as 
a diversion, while one of them called downstairs for several bottles of expensive 
whiskey from room service. One of them kept a lookout for room service, while the 
others kept Dr. Levine off guard. The lookout grabbed the liquor, signed for it (using 
Levine's name) and stashed it in the hall, while Dr. Levine was totally unaware of 
any of this. After they visited for awhile, they left with the loot. Several days later 
Dr. Levine received a rather large bill from the hotel for the liquor. He put two and 
two together but was so absent-minded that he could not remember who had paid 
him a visit. Dr Baca concludes, "They really took him to the cleaners that time. He 
was good for a laugh, because he was always a busy little bee and always forgetful."49

Dr. Levine brought back souvenirs from his 
Arctic expeditions. After his trip in 1941, he returned 
with a frozen toe.50 In 1950 Dr. Levine was the 
featured guest on WOW-TV's "Creighton University 
Presents," showing Eskimo clothing from his Arctic 
travels and comparing it to the clothing worn in 
Korea by American soldiers.51

In 1935 one of the souvenirs from his Alaskan 
adventure was a Husky puppy. Dr. Clarence Moran 
recalled an incident concerning this animal. As men
tioned, at one time Dr. Levine served as the Fontenelle 
Hotel physician, for which he was remunerated with 
the penthouse as living quarters, free of charge. He 
brought back this Eskimo dog from Point Barrow,
Alaska, in 1935 and kept it with him in the penthouse Victor E. Levine (M.D. 1928)

343



Special People

of the Fontenelle. Before one out-of-town ten-day speaking trip, he left food for the 
dog, locked the door and left. "I don't know what kind of bathroom facilities he left 
for the dog or how well trained it was, " Dr. Moran noted, but when Dr. Levine 
returned from his trip, he lost his job at the Fontenelle and the penthouse had to be 
redecorated.52

Dr. Alfred Andersen (M.D. 1941) recalled this dog also, which he called a 
malamute, and remembered it living in Dr. Levine's offices at the Medical School, 
apparently after the hotel incident.53

At any rate, Dr. Levine was a most memorable character. Although eccentric, 
he was a brilliant man, well regarded in national and international scientific circles. 
He published extensively, writing hundreds of articles for professional journals. In 
1935 he published a vitamin chart.54 In addition he authored several books including 
Treatment of Anemia in 1929 and Introduction to Toxicology, published by the Univer
sity of Madrid in 1962. He also authored a chapter, "Analysis of Residual Pesticides 
in Food" in the 1961 Toxicology: Mechanics and Analytical Methods.

He was included in the 1936 edition of America's Young Men. He was the subject 
of an April 18,1948 Time magazine article, in connection with a paper he presented 
to the American Association of Physical Anthropologists.55 He served on various 
civic boards, among them the Board of Public Welfare of Omaha, as its Chairman in 
1934, and the Omaha Conservation Committee, as its Chairman in 1947.56

The list of his honors is extensive. In 1921 he was named a fellow in the 
American Society for the Advancement of Science. In 1935 he was elected to the 
Explorers Club of New York, in 1939 to the American Polar Society, and was a 
charter member of the Arctic Institute of North America. In 1937 he was awarded 
an honorary scroll from the Columbia Graduate School Alumni Association for 
"distinguished contributions to the human race" and for "splendid work as a 
biochemist, nutritionist and author."57 (He absentmindedly mislaid the unopened 
letter announcing his selection and found out about it only when a friend saw 
Levine's name in a New York Times story.) In 1941 he was named an honorary 
member of the National Association of Authors and Journalists, in 1948 elected 
President of the Nebraska Academy of Sciences and in 1954 elected to the American 
Writer's Association. In 1958 Dr. Levine was given Creighton University's Distin
guished Service Award. The following year, a banquet was given in his honor by the 
freshman medical class, and he was also named Professor Emeritus of Biological 
Chemistry and Nutrition.

Dr. Levine continued to be active in scientific endeavors, serving from 1960 to 
1963 as a Visiting Professor to the Spanish Universities of Madrid and Valencia 
under the Fullbright Exchange Program. Dr. Levine died September 29,1963, at the 
age of 72, of coronary disease.

Charles W. McMartin
Another mainstay at the Creighton School of Medicine, remembered by a 

number of graduates, was Charles W. McMartin. After receiving his M.D. degree 
from Rush Medical College in 1906, Dr. McMartin came to Creighton in 1910 as 
Professor of Dermatology/Genito-Urinary Diseases. In 1936 he became head of the 
Department of Surgery but retained his Professorship of Dermatology and Urology 
as well. When Urology became a new department in its own right, Dr. McMartin 
became head of that department as well. For an overlap period of two years, he 
served as head of both departments, ending his Surgery chairmanship in 1950. He
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remained head of Urology until 1953,58 when he was 
succeeded in that capacity by his son, Dr. W. J. 
McMartin. He was also a member of the School of 
Medicine Administrative Board from 1931-1950. He 
died September 14,1954, at age 74 of a heart attack.59

Dr. McMartin was a nationally known urologist 
and highly regarded surgeon-educator. Besides be
ing a fellow of the American College of Surgeons, he 
served as President of the Omaha-Douglas County 
Medical Society, President of the Nebraska State 
Medical Association, President of the Mid-West Clini
cal Society and Vice President of the Southwest Branch 
of the American Urological Society. In 1947 he was 
elected to national Presidency of the American 

Urological Society.60 (A precedent was set when his son succeeded him as President 
of the American Urological Society, the first time a father and son had been elected 
consecutively to this office.)

Dr. McMartin, too, left some vivid memories among medical graduates, many 
regarding his partial deafness and his hearing aid. More than one graduate has 
suggested that he used his hearing impairment and the cumbersome hearing aid 
contraptions of the day to his advantage.

For example, Dr. Alfred C. Andersen (M.D. 1941) recalled that many times Dr. 
McMartin became weary of listening to problems and complaints, of which he heard 
many as Chairman of the Surgery Department. When this occurred, he would 
quietly turn his hearing aid off and let the complainers ramble on until they had 
gotten it out of their systems.61

Dr. D. Arnold Dowell (M.D. 1931), too, recalled Dr. McMartin:

People would ask him questions and he wouldn't hear a word they 
said. But then someone would say, "What's my bill, doctor?" and 
he would perk right up. He never missed hearing that.62

Dr.D.E. Baca (M.D. 1939) recalled the following 
from his school days. Dr. McMartin rarely lectured, 
leaving that to his assistants. One Saturday morning 
he held a class for students, including Dr. Baca. He 
read something to the class, mumbling low and quite 
incoherently. There were some brown noses in class,
Dr. Baca said, who always sat in front and who 
recorded absolutely everything in their notes, down 
to the comma. As McMartin mumbled, they kept 
trying to get his attention to clarify this or that. They 
kept calling, "Doctor, Doctor, repeat that, please.
Repeat that." Dr. McMartin completely ignored these 
requests, and all assumed that he couldn't hear them.

A classmate, sitting in the back of the room with 
his chair leaning up against the wall, half asleep, said rather quietly, "The S.O.B. is 
deaf." Dr. McMartin looked up suddenly, and barked, "Who the hell said that?" The 
student in the back was so startled that his chair fell over and he hit the floor, to the 
accompaniment of his classmates' laughter.63

Dr. Charles McMartin, older years.

Dr. Charles W. McMartin.
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Dr. John Hartigan (M.D. 1943) remembered Charles McMartin talking on the 
phone with it upside down. But he also called him "'a crafty old fellow' who would 
wine and dine the inspectors when they came around."64

Whatever the extent of the hearing problem, Dr. McMartin was a well- 
respected professional who gave forty-four years of his life to educating medical 
students at the Creighton School of Medicine. Those who were fortunate enough to 
come in contact with him have never forgotten him.

Angela Mitchell
Dr. John Hartigan (M.D. 1943) is one of the many Creighton medical graduates 

who remembers Mrs. Angela Mitchell, "Mrs. Mink Coat," as she was called, at first 
derisively but later with genuine affection and respect.65 Mrs. Mitchell served as a

volunteer at the Creighton Clinic on a full-time basis, 
eight hours per day, five days per week, fifty weeks 
per year, for thirty-two years. In doing so, she came 
in contact with generations of Creighton-educated 
physicians.

She first came to Omaha from her native Neola, 
Iowa after graduating from high school. While work
ing as a receptionist in a medical office, she met and 
married Rolla Mitchell, freight traffic manager for 
the Union Pacific Railroad. After only three years of 
marriage, in 1940 her husband died, leaving her a 
well-to-do widow with time weighing heavily on her 
hands. She asked a priest at Creighton if she could be 
of help to the University in some capacity. He took 
her to the Clinic, and thus began her thirty-two year 
career.

At the Clinic it was predicted she would last "two or three weeks at the most."66 
She stayed considerably longer, answering the phone, scheduling appointments, 
explaining clinic procedures to patients, filing medical records, calling hospitals for 
referrals, and directing patients to the right department within the Clinic itself. Mrs. 
Mitchell noted that she was kidded by doctors about her snap diagnoses. She said, 
"Of course, when I do miss, the patient gets sent to the wrong clinic, and I get 
properly razzed."67

Mrs. Mitchell approached her job in a most professional manner. Her 
philosophy was that "every volunteer job should be treated as a paying job, with 
regular hours, notification when the worker can't be present and a substitute lined 
up for off days."68 Mrs. Mitchell took a two-week vacation each year, but in keeping 
with her convictions, it was scheduled in advance in regular rotation with other staff 
members.

Mrs. Mitchell was like every other Clinic staff member, with the exception that 
she worked for thirty-two years without one cent of remuneration. Sometimes her 
patients showed their appreciation to her with a cake or flowers. One elderly Indian 
chief gave her a beaded dress belt as a sign of his gratitude. But her greatest reward 
was simply the satisfaction of helping, of doing a job that needed doing. It was 
estimated that Mrs. Mitchell helped approximately one and a half million patients 
and contributed at least $150,000 in services to the Clinic by the time she retired in 
October 1972.

"Mrs. Mink Coat", Angela Mitchell.
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Her contributions did not go unrecognized. In 1961 she received a Creighton 
Honor Citation “for dedicated service to her university and her fellow men."69 In 
1971 she was named the Adult Volunteer of the Year by the United Community 
Services and honored at an awards luncheon.70 Also in 1971 she received the National 
Enquirer Good Samaritan Award.71 In 1972, upon retirement, she was made an 
honorary alumna, and presented an Honorary Alumna plaque at the annual 
Creighton Medical Alumni dinner. The citation noted that she was "a receptionist 
and registrar par excellence, a true humanizer through personal service, and a 
person unfailingly kind and sympathetic to the sick who came for help."72 Angela 
Mitchell will not be forgotten by these patients or by the thousands of physicians and 
medical students she helped and befriended.

Adolph Sachs
Another "character" mentioned often by Creigh

ton graduates is Dr. Adolph Sachs. Born in Chey
enne, Wyoming, on December 31,1885, he received 
his M.D. degree from Creighton Medical College in 
1907, after which he interned at St. Joseph's Hospital 
in Omaha. During his internship, from 1908-1909, 
he also served as an Assistant in Anatomy at the 
Creighton College of Medicine. For about eighteen 
months in 1909 and 1910, Dr. Sachs traveled to 
universities and clinics in Vienna, Berlin, Frankfurt 
and London, studying and taking advanced post
graduate courses.

He returned to Creighton and served as an Associate in Medicine until 1912, 
then for the next four years on the Dispensary Staff. In 1916 he became an Associate 
Professor of Medicine, in 1917 added Professor of Physical Diagnosis to his titles, in 
1918 became a Clinical Professor of Medicine and in 1920, Professor of Medicine. In 
1933 he became Chairman of the Department of Medicine, in which capacity he 
served until 1950.

Dr. Sachs also served on the Administrative Board of the School of Medicine 
from 1921-1950, most of these years as Secretary.73 He was a member of the 
Creighton University Board of Regents beginning in 1939, serving as Chairman from 
1950 until his death. In addition, he served as a physician for the Union Pacific 
Railroad for many years, becoming their chief medical consultant in 1942. He 
conducted one of the leading private practices of Internal Medicine in the city, which 
spontaneously and informally came to be called The Sachs Clinic, in recognition of 
his preeminence.

Dr. Werner Jensen (M.D. 1932) called Dr. Sachs "The kingpin of medicine in 
Omaha."74 Dr. Arnold Lempka (M.D. 1941) recalled that Dr. Sachs "probably had 
more to say about the Medical School, and in particular, the hospital, than did the 
Dean."75

Dr. Sachs was a mover and a shaker in the organized medical community as 
well. At various times, he was President of the Omaha Mid-West Clinical Society, 
the Nebraska State Medical Association and the Omaha-Douglas County Medical 
Society. In the American College of Physicians, he was a Fellow and life member, 
serving as Governor of A.C.P.for the state of Nebraska from 1927-1938. He served

Dr. Adolph Sachs at graduation, 1907.
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on various appointive political committees, including the Family Welfare Associa
tion of Omaha. He was also a prime organizer of the Nebraska Heart Association.76

In an age when few physicians were certified in a specialty, Dr. Sachs was 
board certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine and in the subspecialty 
of gastroenterology. Dr. Richard Egan (M.D. 1940) noted that Dr. Sachs conducted 
ongoing scientific investigations to determine blood and serum iron and copper. He 
did this in a lab in the Medical School which he maintained with his personal funds. 
He also paid medical students a small stipend to work part time in his lab.77 He 
published a number of papers and articles which elaborated on these studies.

A singular honor bestowed on Dr. Sachs came 
in 1948 when Pope Pius XII invested him as a Knight 
Commander with Star in the Order of St. Gregory the 
Great, one of the highest honors the Catholic Church 
bestows on a layman and the fourth time in history 
that it was bestowed on a non-Catholic. It was given 
"to a man of charity, humility, wisdom and loyalty... 
for exceptional contributions toward the welfare of 
man."78

Dr. Sachs was a short Jewish man who spoke 
with a lisp. Two details about him have implanted 
themselves in the memory of observers. One is the 
large entourage of followers who accompanied him 
on his hospital rounds; the second, his medical bag.

Dr. D. Arnold Dowell (M.D. 1931) recalled: "He 
always had at least three people following him, one of them carrying his bag . . .  He 
really made a ritual out of medicine."79 Dr. John Hartigan (M.D. 1943) called Dr. 
Sachs " an extremely good clinician, a showman."80 Dr. William Reals remembered 
Dr. Sachs making rounds with a retinue of students, interns, residents, nuns, nurses 
and assistants trailing in his wake.81

According to Dr. Arnold Lempka (M.D. 1941), "As an intern, you were 
assigned to him [Dr. Sachs] personally for one month. You watched carefully the 
front door every morning and when you saw him coming you quickly went to grab 
his briefcase and carry it for him." Dr. Sachs kept all of his records of active patients 
with him so he could refer to them on rounds. He had between thirty-five and forty 
patients hospitalized at any given time, and tried not to send one patient home until 
he had another one to fill that bed. So the number of his patients remained fairly 
constant.82

Dr. John Mitchell, former chairman of Pediatrics, recalled hearing that in the 
large bag, Dr. Sachs carried check blanks from almost every bank in the State of 
Nebraska. When presenting his patients with the bill, he would ask which bank they 
used and whip out the appropriate check blank to facilitate payment on the spot.83

Dr. D. E. Baca (M.D. 1939) also has a story regarding Dr. Sachs' large bag. He 
would hand this to his assistant, who would pass it to the other assistant, then to the 
U.P. physician, then to the resident, and finally to the low man on the totem pole, the 
intern. The intern would then have to tote the bag around for the duration of rounds.

One intern said to Dr. Baca, "I'll be damned if I'll ever carry that bag when I'm 
on his [Dr. Sach's] service." The intern was finally assigned to this service, and when 
given the bag, simply placed it behind a door and the entourage went on rounds, 
unaware of the bag's location. Dr. Sachs would then say, at some later point, "My 
bag, pleths," and the order would proceed down the line, "His bag," "His bag," "His
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bag/7 until it got to the intern, who would say, "I don't have it, I thought you had it." 
The search would start for the bag, which would be traced, and someone would go 
to retrieve it.

After a few such episodes, Dr. Sachs said to the new intern, "Dr, ever sinths 
you've been on my thervice, I've been THO confused."84

Finally, Dr. William Reals recalled a story showing that despite his intimidat
ing presence, Dr. Sachs had a sense of humor:

He [Dr. Sachs] always had a little list, and the first thing he would 
ask the patient was, "How are your bowels?" On one occasion, the 
nurse told him, "Dr. that patient hasn't had a bowel movement," to 
which Dr. Sachs replied, "Wait till he gets my bill. He'll have one."85

Dr. Sachs suffered a heart attack in March 1955 and without fully recovering 
died May 2,1955, at the age of 69.86

Frederick J. Schwertley
It seems that every institution at one time or 

another has a character larger than life, who does 
things so out of the ordinary or so outrageous, as to 
become a legend in his (or her) own time. Such a 
personality at the Creighton School of Medicine was 
Dr. Frederick J. Schwertley, a 1914 Creighton medical 
graduate and a faculty member for over 40 years.

Dr. Schwertley's career at the School of Medi
cine alternated between the Departments of Anatomy 
and Surgery. He started at Creighton in 1919 as an 
Assistant in Anatomy, becoming Instructor in 
Anatomy and Surgery in 1924. In 1929 he became an 
Associate in Anatomy, in which position he remained 

until 1937. At that time he was made Assistant Professor of Surgery until his 
retirement in I960.87 He also found time to earn a law degree from Creighton in June 
1936 after four years of attending night Law School.88

By all accounts, Dr. Schwertley was extremely dapper but with a language as 
full of four-letter words as his clothes were stylish. He had the ability to intimidate 
students, making even the head of the class stammar in confusion.

Dr. Arthur Gore (M.D. 1940) has these memories of Anatomy and Dr. Schwertley:

I must admit I was scared to death to go into the Anatomy 
class. It was on the fourth floor. The elevator opened right into the 
dissecting room, around the corner from where they stored the 
stiffs. We all knew when Dr. Schwertley got on the elevator on the 
first floor, because a red light over the door would go on; besides the 
elevator was so noisy and clanky and slow.

He was always well dressed when he got off that elevator, 
with a vest and a red carnation in his button-hole and a sailor straw 
hat tipped ever so slightly to the side and a well-kept moustache.
[He had] a fancy cane and a cigarette in a holder. Mind you, all this 
had been described to us, but to see it was almost unbelievable.
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At first, he turned around the corner to the left, walked 
straight back to his office where he put on a long white coat to teach 
us Anatomy. Later, sometimes he'd go from the elevator to a table 
where we'd be dissecting with our heads down, hoping he wouldn't 
stop at our table because even if you knew your lesson, you were 
intimidated and the words wouldn't come out right.

Some of the guys would memorize Gray's Anatomy and spiel 
it out verbatim, which was about the worst thing you could do 
because he would stand back, look the person in the eye, and say,
"Ba—s and all, huh, Fred?"

Dr. Schwertley was a Phi Rho and occasionally came to the 
fraternity house for dinner or for other occasions; and he turned out 
to be the best friend you could have if you got a traffic ticket or 
happened to have too many, he'd bail you out. Great guy, and 
somebody we'll never forget.89

Dr. George P. McArdle (M.D. 1940), a classmate of Dr. Gore's, recalled:

The class of 1940 was the last class to have Dr. Fred Schwertley as 
a professor of Anatomy. He was a great teacher and a real character.
He would come to class with bright yellow socks and a Derby. He 
would stop at St. John's and go to confession for he swore like a 
trooper. At exam time he would get up on the desks and walk back 
and forth, looking at our answers. He had the eyes of a hawk and 
would say, "You don't want to write that, Chippy, you know it's not 
right." He was also a fine surgeon. I remember watching him 
remove an appendix in six minutes.90

Dr. D. E. Baca (M.D. 1939) noted, "He [Dr. Schwertley] could cuss like a 
trooper, but he didn't mean i t . . .  He wasn't a mean man, he just tried to act like a 
mean man."91 Apparently Dr. Schwertley was convincing. Dr. Richard Egan (M.D. 
1940) recalled, "He was a surgeon who taught Anatomy as a surgeon would teach 
i t . . .  He made Anatomy the plebe year course . . .  But it was part of the tradition at 
the time. He was the one who weeded out the faint of heart and the individual who 
could not learn to think on his feet under pressure . . . We were hazed in Gross 
Anatomy."92

He could certainly be earthy when he wanted to be. Dr. Baca recalled that Dr. 
Schwertley taught Anatomy his way, with one lecture at the beginning of the year 
and one at the end. At the beginning of the year, the lecture was primarily his 
warning to the farm boys concerning the pitfalls of the big city. He let them know 
that on Saturdays he would be making the rounds, checking to see what dives 
everyone was frequenting. He warned them of wild women, and told them that if 
they did get involved with one and got a disease, they should see one of the doctors 
immediately. He would take care of it, free of charge. He advised them that the best 
prophylactic was to wear two pairs of pants, buttoned in the back.

In the last lecture of the year the students were told, "A third of you have 
already passed, and don't need the final exam, one-third of you need this exam and 
need to do well. A third of you have already flunked, so you may as well pack up 
you sh— and go home!"93
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Dr. Leon}. Numainville (M.D. 1936) recalled that 'The Little German Doc," as 
Dr. Schwertley called himself, talked with him when he found out Numainville had 
just married.

When [he] heard I had gotten married, [he] became philosophical 
and quaintly expressed his opinion (all in four-letter words, more 
or less), a translation of which would be "The connubial pleasures 
obtained are not commensurate with the problems and responsibility

Dr. Schwertley could also be a very exacting 
taskmaster when it came to Anatomy. Dr. D.E. 
Baca recalled that about once every two months, 
Dr. Schwertley called a group of students back into 
The Star Chamber, as he called his office, and gave 
them an oral exam on the subject matter, which 
was excrutiatingly difficult. He also kept a list of 
all students and all of his assistants on a chart on 
the wall in the dissecting room. When anyone left 
the room, he had to indicate on the wall chart the 
reason for his departure, whether for a cigarette, to 
use the bathroom, or anything else. Even his 
colleagues, his assistants, had to do this to please 
Dr. Schwertley.95

He had a sense of humor and enjoyed a good 
prank, usually at the expense of the medical stu
dents. Again, according to Dr. Baca, Dr. Schwertley 
told students that if they were unhappy with their 
grades or were having trouble with the course 

material, they could come to his office in the Barker Building to discuss their 
problems. Dr. Baca's office faced the main entrance on 15th Street and enabled him 
to see who was approaching or leaving. Some students made the mistake of going 
to Dr. Schwertley's office to discuss matters with him. He'd meet the students, 
explain their grades or the material, and generally be quite pleasant and helpful. 
After they left, he'd watch for them to leave the building and from his upper-story 
windows, would drop sacks full of water on them.96

Father James Quinn, S. J., Jesuit Counselor to the School of Medicine, heard this 
story about him: Dr. Schwertley powdered himself all over until he looked quite 
pale, put a tag on his toe, covered himself with a sheet and laid down in line with 
several other cadavers on the first day of Anatomy class for freshmen medical 
students. As the unsuspecting freshmen walked by, he began, ever so subtly, to 
wiggle his toes.97

Many of Dr. Schwertley's antics took place at the hospital, where he was 
attending in Surgery. Again, Dr. D. E. Baca's memories illustrate how he behaved:

He acted like that in Surgery...  cussing, trying to shock some of the 
doctors and nurses. . . Once, in Surgery, he was operating with a 
very young nurse who was a neighbor of his. He asked her, 
"Honey, how's your love life? Would you like me to fix you up with

you have taken on."94

Dr. Schwertley (M.D. 1914), in surgical 
action. (Courtesy Joanne Schwertley.)
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one of these good-looking boys here [the intern and resident]. For 
a little fee, I'll fix you up."

Once Dr. Schwertley was to do an appendectomy on the President of a bank 
in Pisgah, Iowa. The patient's wife, mother, and father were in town with him for 
the surgery. The surgery was completed successfully, but the waiting family wasn't 
aware of it. The patient was wheeled out of surgery, in front of the family. Dr. 
Schwertley leaned on the patient's stomach, and said to Dr. Baca in a stage whisper, 
"You know, we're supposed to take the gallbladder out of this fella. Just where in 
the hell is the gallbladder, anyway?" The patient's wife almost fainted.

During surgery, to shock student nurses, Dr. Schwertley had a habit of 
requesting that the circulating nurse scratch him on a private part of his anatomy, 
causing her grave embarrassment, and which sometimes sent her retreating tear
fully from the room. One nurse who later became a nun confided to Dr. Baca that 
if she ever became circulating nurse, she would certainly surprise Dr. Schwertley.

The day came. Dr. Schwertley requested this particular nurse to scratch him. 
She not only scratched, she pulled and yanked, hard. Dr. Schwertley dropped 
everything and screamed, "What are you trying to do, kill me?" He never tried that 
stunt in surgery again.

Another time, while suiting up before surgery,
Dr. Schwertley showed others his brand new 
Valentine's Day undershorts. They were a gift from 
his wife and had large, bright red hearts on them. Dr.
Baca and the other interns decided to play a prank on 
the prankster. During surgery Dr. Baca repeatedly 
came close to Dr. Schwertley, asking questions about 
the procedure. With each question, he would gently 
tug on the tie string of Dr. Schwertley's scrub suit.
Unbeknownst to Dr. Schwertley, little by little the tie 
loosened until finally the pants slid to the floor. There 
stood Dr. Schwertley in his red-hearted shorts for all 
to see as he continued operating.98

Dr. Joseph Holthaus (M.D. 1947) recalled this 
story. Dr. Holthaus, as a student, was on Dr.
Schwertley's service observing him do abdominal surgery. When the patient was 
open, Dr. Schwertley moved his mask and spit into the peritoneal cavity, then put 
his mask back on, finished the operation and sewed up the patient. He made 
absolutely no reference to what he had done.

The next day on rounds Dr. Schwertley and the students walked into that 
patient's room. Still nothing was said. The students were terrified of Dr. Schwertley 
and much too afraid to bring up the strange incident of the day before. After the 
examination of the patient, and out in the hall, Dr. Schwertley "raked us over the 
coals" for not asking questions. His point was that the peritoneum was such a 
wonderful organ that it can resist all sorts of infections and violations. The woman 
had no ill effects whatsoever, "but that was kind of a harsh lesson."99

Today Dr. Schwertley would not be allowed to perform as he did; but several 
generations of students learned, and learned quite well despite his intimidating 
behavior and bizarre antics. Dr. Schwertley died on July 1,1977, at the age of 87 of 
coronary thrombosis. Of this we can be fairly certain -  there will never be another 
like him at the Creighton School of Medicine.

Dr. Schwertley, older years. (Courtesy 
Joanne Schwertley.)
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Other Special People

Many other personalities woven into the tapestry of the 100-year history of the 
Creighton School of Medicine have helped to shape its character. Space limitations 
make it impossible to mention more than a small fraction of the total. Medical 
graduates and selected others affiliated in some way with the School of Medicine 
were asked to share memories of people and events special to their experiences at 
Creighton. Of those responding with memories of people, some recounted anec
dotes, some a favorite quotation, some reminisced about personality traits. In 
relating some of these, it is hoped that the reader may recall the persons or incidents, 
or find the stories humanly interesting.

The following individuals were a part of the School of Medicine at some point 
in its history. If they are Creighton School of Medicine graduates, the year of their 
M.D. is indicated. Their highest title at Creighton is also indicated, followed by the 
year in which they began service at Creighton, and if applicable, the year they left 
Creighton and/or the year of their death.

Dr. Lee C. Bevilacqua (M.D. 1961) -  Assistant 
Clinical Professor of Family Practice; 1975- ; 
Team Physician for the Creighton Blue Jays.

Dr. Vincent J. Carollo (M.D. 1962) 
remembers:

Lee as a second-year med student 
giving lectures with detailed 
drawings of Anatomy to first-year 
students at the Phi Beta Pi house.
A total generous donation of his 
time and talent to others. I will 
never forget him.100

Dr. Leo P. “Phil” Clements, Ph.D.-Professor 
Emeritus of Anatomy; 1928; died late 1970's.

Dr. J. Whitney Kelley (M.D. 1934) recalled 
Dr. Clements' nickname, The Axle Bender,101 
while Dean Richard L. O'Brien could not recall 
Dr. Clements' first name. "Nobody dared think 
of him as having a first name."102 Yet as Profes
sor of Anatomy, he was remembered as superb. 
Dr. James J. Shea (M.D. 1957) wrote:

One of my most memorable 
teachers was Phil Clements. He 
was a match for anybody's 
mountains. His final lecture saw 

the stairs lined with the medical students clapping him down the 
stairs to the lecture room. A fitting tribute to a truly wonderful man.
We all loved him and were privileged to be his students.103

Lee C. Bevilacqua (M.D. 1961) checks varsity 
basketballer Neil Johnson before a game.

Dr. Leo P. Clements lecturing on Histology.
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Dr. John Philip Cogley (M.D. 1921) -  Professor 
Emeritus of Surgery; 1923; died March 13,1968.

Dr. Cogley, a prominent Council Bluffs sur
geon, is remembered for his panache and sense of 
style. Dr. Werner Jensen (M.D. 1932) recalled Dr. 
Cogley arriving at the Creighton Clinic in his chauf
feur-driven Pierce Arrow.104 Dr. John Gatewood 
(M.D. 1933) remembered Dr. Cogley arriving in his 
limosine at the Phi Beta Pi fraternity house on Satur
day evenings for dinner. He dressed in a dinner 
jacket and striped pants and really made an impres
sion on his younger fraternity brothers.105

Dr. D. Arnold Dowell (M.D. 1931)-Professor Emeri
tus of Radiology; 1932- ; Department Chairman, 
1963-1971.

Dr. Dowell has spent over fifty years teaching 
within the Radiology Department at the School of 
Medicine and touched the lives of thousands in a 
salutary manner. He has received numerous honors 
from Creighton University, including a 25-Year Teach
ing Plaque in 1957, the Alumni Merit Award, the 
Dedicated Teacher Award and several Golden 
Apples, one of which was the first ever presented to 
a Professor Emeritus.

Dr. N. Patrick Kenney (M.D. 1956), a former 
student and Dr. Dowell's successor as Department 
Chairman of Radiology, said of Dr. Dowell:

He's been a fantastic teacher all his life... He's been a father image 
to me, to the residents, and to the students. He spends a great deal 
of time with the students; he makes them feel important and lets 
them know he's interested in them.106

Dr. Dowell believes most of his former students remember "Dowellisms." His 
personal favorite, he noted mischievously, is "Never outshine the master."107

Dr. John W. Duncan (M.D. 1912) -  Clinical Professor of Surgery; 1911; died 
November 20,1939.

Dr. D. E. Baca (M.D. 1939) recalled a favorite story about Dr. Duncan, whom 
he called a well-respected surgeon and gentleman. One day Dr. Duncan had the 
whole class for a lecture instead of the usual half, due to a schedule change. He 
decided to use this opportunity to lecture on how to take a history, and he sent 
several students, including Dr. Baca, downstairs to the Clinic to retrieve a patient. 
The students decided to bring back an old man, a known character about ninety- 
three years old and notoriously hard of hearing, who came in almost every day to 
get out of the cold. He had on an overcoat weighing more than he did.

The students brought him up, and Dr. Duncan was quite pleased. He said they 
could get an interesting medical history from such an elderly fellow and would

D. Arnold Dowell (M.D. 1931) with 
Golden Apple Award.
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probably learn about his good genetics. Dr. Duncan 
told the class that no doubt the patient's father had 
lived to a ripe old age, then proceeded to ask him, 
"How old was your father when he died?" The 
patient, quite unable to hear, replied, "Huh? What?" 
Dr. Duncan repeated the question. "Eh? What did 
you say?" Finally, the question got through to the 
patient, and he replied, "Twenty-two. My father died 
at age twenty-two."

Dr. Duncan, now somewhat nonplussed, told 
the class that with such an early death, undoubtedly 
his father had contracted scarlet fever, malaria, 
diptheria, or whooping cough. "People used to die of 
those things years ago, when they were quite young. 
Now, I will ask him, and you will see."

"What did your father die of?" "Eh, what?", said the patient. The question was 
repeated. "I said, what did your father die of?" "What, huh...?" Finally, the old man 
understood, and replied, "Shot by an Indian." Dr. Duncan had heard enough. 
"That's it, take him back down." The students had all had him as a patient in the 
Clinic, and all but Dr. Duncan had known of his background.108

John W. Duncan (M.D. 1912).

Dr. Benjamin F. Ewing (M.D. 1923) -  Assistant 
Professor of Surgery; 1924-1940; died 1964.

Dr. Baca also remembered the time that Dr. 
Ewing came in to give the seniors their final exams 
and had a forceful method to stop cheating:

The first thing he did was to take out a six- 
shooter, loaded, and he slammed it on the desk. He 
said, "I'm going to give you the exam and the first 
S.O.B. I catch cheating, I'm going to shoot right be
tween the eyes." He gave them the exam questions 
and walked out, leaving the gun, saying, "I'll be back 
when you're through."109

Benjamin F. Ewing (M.D. 1923).

James S. Foote, M.D.-Professor of Physiology and 
Pathology; 1895-1925; died 1925.

Dr. Foote was a member of the faculty at Creighton College of Medicine for 30 
years, and was Professor of Physiology and Pathology for 25 of those years. He was 
born in Colchester, Connecticut, and took degrees from both Yale and Columbia 
Universities. He came to Omaha in the early 1890's and was married to Miss Jean 
Goodfell in 1894. During those early years at Creighton, he was regarded as the 
Medical School's "outstanding researcher." His particular interest in research had 
to do with bone and tooth structure. He made very extensive studies of cross- 
sections of the femur bone, involving many animal species, humans, and Egyptian 
mummies. He also did extensive research work for the Scientific Foundation and 
Research Commission of the American Dental Association. His research on bone 
structure (an interesting prelude to the later studies of Dr. Robert Heaney) were 
published by the Smithsonian Institute, created much discussion and attracted 
world-wide attention. He was a member of the American Microscopical Society and
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several local and national medical and dental societ
ies. He was the first Fellow in the State of Nebraska 
of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science. On the faculty, he was remembered as an 
inspiring lecturer, and, at one time he was an invited 
speaker at a Pan-American Congress held in Havana, 
Cuba.110

Dr. Maurice Howard (M.D. 1919)-Professor Emeri
tus of Medicine; 1920; died April 23,1969.

Dr. D.E. Baca was also able to share two stories 
about Dr. Howard. Dr. Howard had the entire class 
one day, including one student usually in the other 
section who was notorious for sleeping through class. 
Dr. Howard knew the student through the Phi Chi 
fraternity but never had him in class. A few students 
went to Dr. Howard before class, told him about 
Foley's sleeping habits, and together they rigged up 
a prank.

About midway through the class, Dr. Howard 
said that just the night before, he had read a book 
about Ireland and the Irish, which traced Irish ances
try back to the Jews. It seems there had been a 
pogrom against the Jews, who had gathered into a 
boat and paddled until they reached an island — 
Ireland, where they decided to settle. "That's how 
the Irish came about -  from persecuted Jews," said 

Dr. Howard. Foley awoke with a start, and shouted, "That's a lie!"
Dr. Howard used to visit the Phi Chi fraternity house, the old Yates mansion 

at 31st & Davenport, according to Dr. Baca. He would have a few drinks and visit 
with the students. One Saturday after having a particularly bad morning, he asked 
if the students had any dishes. They brought him some, and he threw them, piece 
by piece, into the fireplace, smashing them to bits. He eventually broke all of their 
dishes, then left. Later that afternoon, a truck arrived with a new set of dishes, 
courtesy of Dr. Howard.111

Dr. J. Raymond Johnson -  Professor Emeritus of 
Physiology and Pharmacology; 1953; Chairman of 
Department, 1953-65; Assistant Dean for Student 
Affairs, 1965-72; died April 8,1990.

Generations of medical students remember Dr.
Johnson, either in his role as head of the Physiology 
and Pharmacology Department or in his later admin
istrative capacity as Assistant Dean. After reaching 
the mandatory retirement age for administrators in 
1972, he continued his teaching and research career.
The 1972 graduating class recognized him for his 
contributions to student academic excellence and he 
was further honored in 1974 with the Dedicated 
Teacher Citation.112

J. Raymond Johnson, Ph.D. (Courtesy 
Marian Rickert.)

Maurice Howard (M.D. 1919).
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In 1976, at the time Dr. Johnson was awarded Emeritus status, Dean Joseph 
Holthaus wrote to him:

Throughout all of the years that I have known you and worked with 
you, I have found your service to be characterized by intelligence, 
loyalty, diligence and patience. This was true as Chairman of a 
Department, as Assistant Dean, and as Chairman of the Admissions 
Committee. I hope the conferral of the rank of Professor Emeritus 
in some modest way conveys the depth of the University's 
appreciation to you for this service.113

Dr. Johnson was known for his sense of humor and his enjoyment of good 
times. He befriended students at many fraternity parties as he joined in the often 
costumed fun. Students also remember him for his special way of tying his tie with 
no knot.114 Dr. Johnson died at age eighty-five on April 8,1990. A large delegation 
from the Creighton medical community paid their respects, including Dr. Holthaus 
as a pallbearer and Dean Richard O'Brien as an honorary pallbearer.

Dr. Ernest Kelley (M.D. 1907)-Professor of Psychia
try and Neurology; 1911; died May 14,1949; Head of 
Department, 1939-1949.

Dr. Joseph Holthaus (M.D. 1947) recalled Dr.
Kelley as a very colorful character.

He used to smoke English oval 
cigarettes and had a little moustache.
He was always as immaculate as he 
could be. He was the picture of what 
you thought of as a physician, so he 
was a kind of role model.115

Dr. William Reals (M.D. 1945) recalled of Dr.
Kelley:

He put the absolute fear of God in us about drugs. . . He said, "I 
would lie on a bed having a gallbladder attack or passing a kidney

stone but I w ouldn't ask for 
morphine. It's been the ruination of 
more physicians than any other drug 
. . . [He] was ahead of his time in 
fighting drug addiction in 
physicians. In those days, if Dr. So 
and So was on something it was 
really hush hush."116

Dr. Bohdan J. Koszewski -  Associate Clinical Pro
fessor of Medicine; 1956-present.

Dr. Richard L. O'Brien recalled Saturday morn
ing grand rounds held in the hospital library. On one 
such occasion, Dr. Koszewski was in charge of theDr. Bohdan J. Koszewski.

Ernest Kelly (M.D. 1907).
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session on an ulcerative colitis patient. A resident presented the patient, followed 
by three discussants. A psychiatrist went first, talking at length on the psychogenic 
origins of colitis. Dr. Koszewski, an internist, listened and then said in his accented 
English, "Everything you have just heard is all wrong. Of course, people with 
ulcerative colitis behave strangely. If you was shi—ing 40 times a day, you'd be 
crazy too!"117

Dr. Herman E. Kully (M.D. 1929) -  Assistant Profes
sor of Otolaryngology; 1932; died September 15,1950.

Dr. Joseph J. Numanville (M.D. 1936) gratefully 
recalled a close call with Dr. Kully:

I got shook once -  had just folded my 
paper in a Craniology final and 
leaned over to Sylvester Pawol and 
said, "Can you get your dad's car 
tonight?" Quick as a flash, Dr.
Elerman Kully grabbed my paper 
and said, "You're cheating. You may 
leave." I thought for a minute, then 
walked up to Dr. Kully, told him 

what I had said to Pawol, and said, "You may ask me anything on 
the paper you picked up and I can answer it." He thought a minute, 
then gave me back the paper and said, "Hand it in with the rest."
Deo gratias!118

Dr. Donal F. Magee - Professor Emeritus of Physiology, 1991; 1965; returned to 
Ireland 1990; Chairman of the department 1965-88.

Any Creighton medical student of the past 25 
years has a clear recollection of Donal Magee, THE 
Professor of Physiology. Since he carried the M.D. as 
well as the Ph.D. degree, he had a distinctive skill in 
presenting Physiology from the clinician's perspec
tive. At the time of his retirement to Ireland in 1990, 
he had been Chairman of the Department and was 
still Director of the Division of Physiology within the 
recently created larger Department of Biomedical 
Sciences. This gave him the distinction of being head 
of a Department or Division many years longer than 
any other current or recent chief.

Born in Scotland but with parents from County 
Down, Ireland (his father was also a Physiologist 
hired by the Ministry of health), he received his medical education at Oxford and 
was doing clinical work at Middlesex Hospital in London when the terrible German 
"buzz bombs" of World War II began to fall. After the war he came to the United 
States to obtain his Ph.D. at the University of Illinois in Chicago, and has been 
"American" since, but admits that County Down may be calling him to stay in 
Ireland for some future years.
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Dr. Magee described his research work as simple and unspectacular, but it has 
included much original work on the gastropancreatic reflex and recently some work 
on continuous gastrointestinal activity. This work was the reinvestigation of 
observations made by a Russian scientist 90 years ago, but publishing the results of 
this reinvestigation has meant the reinterpretation of studies done by many inves
tigators over the past 30 years.

His academic studies have produced more than 50 published papers and 
articles, but it is not for these his students will remember him. He is known as a 
dramatic personality as well as a great teacher. An article in The Creighton University 
Window presents a good account of his background, his special points of view and 
some interesting habits, such as walking every day the four miles from his home to 
his office when he was at Creighton. The article gives the best summary of his 
character with the following:

Opinionated? Without a doubt. Brusque? Sometimes. Intolerant 
of mediocrity and what he sees is "trivial" pursuits? Certainly.119

Dr. Louis D. McGuire (M.D. 1917) -  Professor of 
Surgery; 1924; died April 20,1955.

Dr. William Reals (M.D. 1945) called Dr.
McGuire, a member of one of the most prestigous 
surgical partnerships in the city, "a knuckle-rapping, 
hard-driving surgeon, a good doctor. McGuire, John
son, McCarthy and Gatewood -  that was the team."120

Dr. McGuire was called the "Kingpin of Sur
gery" by Dr. Arnold Lempka (M.D. 1941), who re
members him as being rather short-tempered. Ev
eryone feared him. He remembers as a first year 
resident seeing Dr. McGuire angry because he needed 
something and a nurse wasn't around. So he took a 
basin full of water, stepped outside into the hall and 
threw it down on the hard stone floor. The noise could be heard all over the hospital.

When Dr. Lempka returned from the service, he was a little more brave, by his 
own admission, and knowing Dr. McGuire socially to be the greatest guy in the 
world, asked him, "How come you're so mean in surgery?" Dr. McGuire replied, 
"You know, I was trained at the Mayo Clinic, and I noticed that up there the squeaky 
wheel got the grease."121

An interesting anecdote was told in the September 1931 issue of the Creighton 
University Alumnews:

The mysterious patient of Room 323 in St. Joseph's hospital during 
July [1931] was L.D. McGuire (M.D. 17), who directed his own 
herniatomy under a local anesthetic with the aid of a mirror. After 
officiating at two previous operations, and enjoying the discomfiture 
of nurses and attendants when the patient for the third scheduled 
operation failed to appear, Dr. McGuire mounted the operating 
table and directed Dr. A.C. Johnson, his associate, to proceed. Until 
notified by telephone that the operation was successful, even the 
doctor's wife did not know the identity of the patient in Room 
323.122
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Dr. Beverley Mead -  Professor of Psychiatry ana 
Behavioral Sciences; 1965- ; Department Chairman 
1965-1977; Acting Chairman 1985-1987; Associate 
Dean, School of Medicine, 1980-1988.

Much has been made of Dr. Mead's first name, 
which some think unusual for a male. Dr. John J. 
McGill (M.D. 1965) shared the following:

My favorite story about Dr. Mead is 
about his arrival at Creighton and 
Sebastian (Subby) Pirrocello, the 
pharmacist in the old outpatient 

Dr. Beverley t . Mead. clinics at 14th & Davenport. Subby
came running back to me one 
afternoon in Psych Clinic with a 

handful of scripts Dr. Mead had countersigned for me. "Hey, Doc, 
who's this new gal, Beverley Mead?" Dr. Mead answered, "I 
am."123

Dr. R. Dennis Porch (M.D. 1971) recalled, "On the final exam in Psych, one of 
the questions was 'True or False - Beverley is a pretty name.'"124

Dr. Mead is listed in Who's Who in America. However, he said that he is even 
more proud of the fact that he is listed in Who's Who in American Women!

Dr. Vincent Moragues -  Professor of Pathology;
1952-1985.

Dr. Richard L. O'Brien (M.D. 1960) has a recol
lection of Dr. Moragues, a Spanish cardiac patholo
gist, who spoke with a rather heavy accent and was a 
very dramatic lecturer. Lecturing about the inci
dence of congenital heart defects, he stopped and 
said, "If you got it, the incidence don't count. If you 
got it, for you the incidence is 100% !"125

Dr. Frank P. Murphy-Associate Professor of Obstet
rics and Gynecology; 1920; died March 23,1953.

Dr. Margaret A. Storkan (M.D. 1944) recalled 
that Dr. Murphy gave students an open invitation to 
Sunday night dinner at his home and that "he was a fine model for the fellowship 
of Creighton."126

Dr. Richard Egan (M.D. 1940) called Dr. Murphy an unassuming scholar with 
a broad range of interests, including an intense interest in medical history. He and 
Dr. Wilhelmj founded the Caducean Society at Creighton, which was affiliated with 
the National Association of the History of Medicine.

One of Dr. Murphy's projects was to learn the Hungarian language in order to 
translate The Concept, Etiology and Prevention of Childbed Fever by Semmelweis.127

Dr. Augustus G. Pohlman, Ph.D. -  Professor of Anatomy and Head of the 
Department; 1933-1939.

Graduates of the 1930's and 1940's may remember this Anatomy Professor. Dr. 
Aronold Lempka (M.D. 1941) called him:
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the only genius I've ever known. He 
would come down at noon, play 
bridge with the students, and after 
one go round tell you what was in 
everyone's hand. He knew all fifty- 
two cards.128

Dr. B. Carl Russum
(M.D. 1916) -  Profes
sor of Pathology; Head 
of Department, 1947- 
56; 1922; died May 25,
1956.

Dr. John Hartigan
(M.D. 1943) called Dr. Russum "a poker-faced indi
vidual who never smiled, and who tended to frighten 
medical students rather badly."129

Dr. William Reals (M.D. 1945) said Dr. Russum 
was "a good service pathologist" and remembered: 
In those days, Dr. Russum read the EKG's as well, 
since the equipment was in his lab. He also did 

biopsies. Dr. Russum kept a little truck, which he used to pick up biopsies at the 
Medical Arts Building, for which he collected one dollar apiece and which he split 
with the nuns at St. Joseph Hospital. The nuns finally insisted Dr. Russum raise the 
charge to two dollars, and "It broke his heart...He wasn't gregarious, but he was a 
scholar."130

Dr. John F. Sheehan, Ph.D. — Professor Emeritus of 
Pathology, Professor of Obstetrics & Gynecology,
1975-1989, Research Associate Professor of Clinical 
Cytology, 1948-1968, Professor of Biology; 1930-.

Dr. Sheehan began his long career at Creighton 
in the Department of Biology in 1930 and since has 
worked in various capacities with both undergradu
ate and Health Science students. He told the follow
ing story on himself. A few years ago, he was in his 
lab at Criss I when a freshman medical student en
tered to ask him for directions. She then asked who 
he was and how long he had been here. When he said 
about fifty-nine years, she replied, with wonder,
"Oh, then you knew John Creighton." Dr. Sheehan 
retired soon after that.131

Dr. Thomas G. Skillman -  Professor of Medicine; mid 1960's.
Dr. James L. Manion (M.D. 1966) spoke of his most impressive teacher:

The teacher who impressed me most was Dr. Thomas Skillman, an 
endocrinologist. He had an excellent manner with patients, and he 
could speak knowledgeably about many aspects of medicine and

Dr. John F. Sheehan.

Augustus G. Pohlman, Ph.D.
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I
other topics. He had an ability to 
draw students into participating and 
to draw answers from them they 
didn't think they knew. He also had 
a Corvette. What a role model!132

Dr. Cleveland S. Simpkins, Ph.D. -  Professor of 
Anatomy and Head of the Department; 1939-1950.

Two things stand out in graduates' memories of 
Dr. Simpkins -  the book Mm/ Alive, which he authored,

K B  / and the melodramatic nature of his character, espe-
m  dally after a few libations. Dr. John Hartigan (M.D.

Dr. Thomas g . skiiiman. 1943) called Dr. Simpkins "a frustrated actor, a John
Barrymore type."133 Dr. Howard E. Rudersdorf (M.D. 

1943) vividly recalled Dr. Simpkins:

Next, into this set of circum
stances came a new professor and 
new chief of anatomy (Cleveland S.
Simpkins, Ph.D.) who was from the 
University of Kentucky. He was 
quite a different character. He was 
in the process of writing an anatomy 
book called Man Alive. It was his 
strong conviction that all previous 
anatomy books were in error in that 
the dissections were written and 
drawn at the dissecting table in the 
prone position. Dr. Simpkins believed that (Courtesy Frank Garrett, M.D. 1952.) 

anatomy, to be correct, should be written 
and drawn with the cadaver in the standing position so the organs 
would be in their natural position as when alive.

Dr. Simpkins had a certain southern graciousness, the 
personality of a frustrated actor and with a taste for John Barleycorn.
So after a few drinks at the Phi Chi Fraternity House (formerly the 
Yates Castle) he would recite with appropriate gestures the whole 
poem "The Face Upon the Floor," by H. Antoine D'Arcy.134

Dr. Simpkins never changed his ways. Dr. Robert Luby (M.D. 1952), who had 
Dr. Simpkins for Anatomy at the end of his career at Creighton, recalled him as the 
consummate actor who would attend fraternity parties, inbibe a little too freely and 
give renditions of his recitations to all who would listen. Dr. Luby thought that Dr. 
Simpkins acted in Omaha Playhouse productions and even ad libbed a little in those 
performances.135

Dr. John William Vincent (M.D. 1944) has these memories: "Dr. 
Cleveland Simpkins' textbook Man Alive confounded me and I had 
to learn anatomy more from the standard texts, such as Gray's and 
Morris. [HeJ did develop in me a tenacity to find things for I was a 
long time looking for "The Axilla and its Contents."136
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Finally, Dr. Alfred C. Andersen (M.D. 1941) 
also remembered Dr. Simpkins' textbook in a vi
gnette illustrating both Dr. Simpkins' sense of humor 
and changing textbook price structures. Dr. Andersen 
recalled that while textbook prices from those days 
seem unbelievably low by today's standards, they 
represented a sizeable outlay for the student of the 
30's and 40's. Fie remembers seeing the flyleaf of a 
student's anatomy text, Man Alive, written by the 
anatomy professor, Dr. Simpkins. Dr. Simpkins had 
inscribed the book for the student $10.00 - MAN 
ALIVE!!!"™7

Sister Crescentia, O.S.F., R.N.

Sister Crescentia Wickenheuser -  Superior and 
Administrator of St. Joseph's Hospital;

Many medical graduates recall the nuns who staffed 
and administered St. Joseph's Hospital. One of the ad
ministrators of the hospital, Sister Crescentia, was re
called as being especially strong and resourceful. Father 
William Kelley said,

I think she had a mailed fist in a velvet 
glove. You got the impression when you 
talked that she was just waiting for your 
advice before she made a move. Then 
you discovered that she already had the 
whole plan all worked out. She was 
crazy like a fox.138

Dr. J. Whitney Kelley (M.D. 1934) had similar impressions of Sister Crescentia:

She was a barn burner, and you can underline that with three lines 
in red. She caught all the doctors by surprise. She took off and went 
to Milwaukee to Northwestern Mutual and floated a four million 
dollar loan [for the hospital's psychiatric unit, Our Lady of Victory].
She did it on her own. As I remember, 
she didn't even ask for permission 
from her superior.139

Dr. William L. Sucha (M.D. 1908)-Clinical Professor 
Emeritus of Surgery; 1920; died September 6,1970.

Dr. Arnold Lempka (M.D. 1941) remembered 
one of Creighton's first Orthopedic Surgeons, Dr.
William L. Sucha. Most of his equipment was not 
available from supply houses, so he had to go to the 
hardware store for his equipment, which worked 
very well. He was the athletic doctor for Creighton's 
football team. Dr. Lempka recalled a story often told 
by Dr. Sucha. William L. Sucha (M.D. 1908).

Sister Crescentia, the "Barn Burner." Dr. Richard Booth is on
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Dr. Sucha had gone out to the Sandhills of Nebraska as a consultant to see Old 
Jules, who had been kicked in the leg by a cow or a horse. The leg had never healed 
properly. Dr. Sucha traveled hundreds of miles to the Sandhills ranch of Old Jules, 
walked into the living room where he was sitting propped up in an easy chair. His 
leg was wrapped, draining and stinking to high heaven. Dr. Sucha pulled up a chair, 
introduced himself and indicated he had come to look at the leg. He reached down 
to unwrap the leg, and Old Jules said, "Don't touch that leg! I only want you to look 
at it." Dr. Sucha traveled back to Omaha without ever touching the leg.140

Dr. Lempka also noted that Dr. Sucha, in the 1930's, devised for the Creighton 
football team a knee brace to prevent torn ligaments. This received virtually no 
attention at the time. But in 1989, fifty plus years later, Sports magazine focused 
attention on the need for knee braces in football to prevent injuries to the players. Dr. 
Sucha was ahead of his time.

Dr. James F. Sullivan -  Professor of Medicine; 1961; 
died Spring of 1980.

Remembered by many, Dr. James F. Sullivan 
was, according to Dr. Raphael Osheroff (M.D. 1963),

A wonderful clinican and a joy to 
have as your teaching attending. He 
had a leprechaun-like gleam in his 
eye and a wry sense of humor. 
Interested in magnesium metab
olism in alcoholism, Dr. Sullivan also 
seemed to have a penchant for 

D r.Jam esf .S ullivan. collecting stools for research
purposes. He favored bow ties and 

always impressed me with his ability 
to make a rapid on-site spot diagnosis.

He loved to smoke Lucky Strikes 
and we often would puff away during 
our discussions in the side rooms off the 
ward. (Parenthetically, we all seemed to 
use that weed in those days. Between 
classes, the student lounge used to be a 
haze of smoke.)141

Dr. Michael R. Kelly (M.D. 1969) specifically recalls Dr.
Sullivan's alcohol and lipid studies:

Several of us would go to his house, have 
blood drawn, drink Scotch for hours, 
then have blood drawn again. Usually 
by the time the second set of blood was to 
be drawn, we were too drunk to see 
straight!142

Dedication of a laboratory in the Omaha Veterans Admin
istration Hospital in memory of Dr. James F. Sullivan, 1980. 
Left to right: Dr. Alastair Connell, Dean of the Nebraska 
College of Medicine; Joseph Holthaus (M.D. 1947); Roderick 
Turcotte, hospital director; Mrs. Sullivan; Robert Heaney 
(M.D. 1951), Creighton Vice President for Health Sciences; 
and Jay Kenik (M.D. 1975), Assistant Professor of Medicine.
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Chapter XVII

Much Work And Less Play . . .

Medical school is an intense psychologi
cal experience for the medical student, requir
ing four long years of vigorous study, physical 
exhaustion and emotional stress. Throughout 
its 100-year existence, the medical students of 
Creighton University have organized various 
extra-curricular organizations and activities to 
meet needs not addressed within the academic 
setting. These provided relaxation, fellowship, 
and just plain fun. A few were religious in 
nature and some expanded scholarship into 
areas of medical interest not possible within the 
general curriculum. One helped spouses of 
medical students to become involved in the 
milieu which so occupied their partners' lives.

Some of the better known School of Medi
cine organizations are discussed below. Some 
may be omitted due to a lack of extant records.

J. Raymond Johnson, Ph.D. and Mrs. Johnson 
in the fraternity mood. (Courtesy Marian 
Rickert.)

Fraternities
Medical fraternities serve many needs. Dr. Alfred C. Andersen (M.D. 1941) 

indicated that, at least in the early years, the Creighton medical fraternities met basic, 
practical requirements -  a place to live and eat cheaply in a communal fashion, with 
the bonus of free coaching and advice from upperclassmen.1 In a school where the 
majority of students hailed from out of town, this aspect was important. No doubt 
it was even more significant during the depression years.

Fraternities also encourage a spirit of camara
derie, a fellowship among students. Lifelong friend
ships develop, sometimes leading to professional 
ties. Dr. John J. Matoole (M.D. 1957) likened them to 
support groups for medical students.2 Social activi
ties play a part in fraternity life, helping to relieve 
some of the stress of study and allowing hard-work
ing students to unwind.

_ Throughout the years, there have been three
j A  m  dominant medical fraternities active at the Creighton
r a  School of Medicine. For brief periods of time others

surfaced, but were short-lived and did not prosper 
H  %" long. The three main fraternal organizations were

Hn3S>oie qS .  1957). Phi Rho Sigma, Phi Beta Pi, and Phi Chi. Dr. John
Matoole indicated that during his years at the school, 

the geographical background of members of each fraternity tended to be similar. 
Members of Phi Beta usually came from west of the Rocky Mountains, California 
being disproportionately represented. The Phi Chi fraternity attracted students 
whose home was in the East, especially the Coast. The majority of Phi Rho brothers 
had been Creighton undergraduates, many from the Midwest.3
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Phi Rho Sigma -  Eta Chapter
Phi Rho Sigma has the distinction of being the 

first medical fraternity at Creighton University. It 
was founded in 1899 by two students who had done 
premedical studies at the University of Nebraska and 
who, upon coming to Creighton, missed the fun and 
fellowship of fraternity life. The two were Jack 
Beachly, who apparently did not graduate, and Em
ery Wendells Foster (M.D. 1902).

The two formed a temporary organization called 
Gamma Sigma, while corresponding with a friend at 
Northwestern Medical School, who belonged to Phi 
Rho Sigma. After further correspondence with the 
Phi Rho national secretary and receiving recommen

dations from local Phi Rho physicians, a charter was granted to the Eta chapter of Phi 
Rho Sigma in 1899, the seventh active chapter nationally. It was formally installed 
on March 3,1900, at a banquet at the Henshaw Hotel. There were twelve charter 
members.4

In 1901 their first fraternity house was established at 29th & Leavenworth 
Streets, then moved in 1904 to a larger home at 35th & Harney.5 By this date the 
fraternity was going full steam ahead. An item under “College Events" in the March 
1904 Creighton Medical College Bulletin states:

The Eta chapter of the Phi Rho Sigma is making rapid progress.
New members are being pledged and keen interest is being displayed 
by both active and alumni members . . . The Phi Rho Sigma is a 
Greek letter medical society established purely on fraternity and 
stands for nothing but advancement in the medical world... Could 
its mysteries be interpreted we would find it similar to that which 
in England is called the Fellows of the Royal Society.6

Judging by references to "interpreting the mysteries" secrecy must have 
played some part in even the earliest of fraternity rituals. When the official Laws of 
Phi Rho Sigma Fraternity was published in 1956, page 18 noted that "all initiation 
ceremonies shall be rigidly and strictly private." The secrecy provision on page 25 
noted that the divulging of fraternity secrets meant automatic expulsion.7

A 1920 Creighton Courier article left the reader wondering. It noted: "This 
fraternity [Phi Rho] initiated a large class November 22 [1919] at the Loyal Hotel. 
Those who got what was coming to them were:... "8 A 1956 Creightonian article gives 
a better clue to the pledging ceremony, however. It said, "when the freshman enters 
the Rho doors, he will be escorted by an active member to an upper room. In an 
individual candlelighted ceremony, the pledge will sign the traditional Rho Parch
ment."9

From a Phi Rho publication, we learn: that the fraternity colors were scarlet and 
old gold; Founders Day was celebrated on October 31; officers were required to live 
in the chapter house; and, to join the fraternity, an open ballot was held among the 
active membership. One "no" vote excluded the candidate from consideration.10 
The official motto of the organization was "Friendship, Application and Protec
tion."11

Phi Rho Sigma.
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Phi Rho Sigma house, 1916.

By 1910, the Eta chapter had sufficient strength to 
host the national Phi Rho Sigma convention in Omaha 
December 28-30. The Rome Hotel acted as headquarters 
for convention visitors, who could attend special surgical 
clinics held for them at St. Joseph's Hospital. The conven
tion closed with a reception and a festive banquet held at 
the chapter house "located on West Leavenworth Street," 
according to the 1910 Chronicle,12 Apparently by 1910 
another move had taken place, this time to a house on 
Leavenworth Street, number unknown.

The next move took the fraternity to 3501 Harney 
Street in 1923, where it stayed until late 1930.13 Then they 
moved to 3723 Jones Street. The exact dates of occupancy 

of the Jones Street house are not known. References are found to events held at this 
location in December 1930 and Oc
tober 1932. Sometime in the mid 
30's, the fraternity relocated to a 
house on 39th & Dodge Streets.
Again, the exact time frame is lost, 
but Dr. Arthur Gore, a 1940 medical 
graduate, wrote that as a Phi Rho 
Sigma, he resided at 39th & Dodge 
for four years while going to medi
cal school.14

The Creightonian published an 
article in 1945 which indicated that
the next move to 4016 Davenport Phi Rho Sigma house, 3501 Hamey street, 1929. 

was necessitated when the 39th &
Dodge Street house was sold out
from under the fraternity.15 We know this was 1940 because an October 9, 1940 
Creightonian article is titled "Phi Rho's Buy New House; Initiate 4119 Davenport 
with Sunday Dinner."16

Why two addresses on Davenport? Either Phi Rho Sigma did, indeed, buy two 
houses on Davenport Street, 4119 Davenport in 1940 and 4016 Davenport sometime

later, or the Creightonian misprinted the first address. 
Whatever the case, it is certain that from at least 1945 
until the local demise of the fraternity in the 1970's, 
the Phi Rho Sigma fraternity house became some
what of a landmark at 4016 Davenport.

If Creightonian articles are a measure, that house 
at 4016 Davenport was almost continually being up
graded and remodeled. In January 1947 there was 
basement remodeling, the highlight of which was the 
installation of a dance floor.17 In summer 1953 the 
home was redecorated, with improvements made 
especially to the living room and recreation room.18 
By September 1954 completed improvements in
cluded the purchase of new beds for all, new rugs for 
the officers' rooms (rank has its privileges), repaint-

Phi Rho Sigma house, 4016 Davenport 
Street.

371



Much Work And Less Play . .  .

ing of the sleeping quarters, and an increased record library.19 Summer 1955 brought 
"refinishing" (cleaning?) of the carpet and painting of the kitchen, hallways, officers' 
quarters and recreation room.20 In 1960 a "'new look' to open the fall term was the 
approach taken by Phi Rho, and among the changes were rewiring, plumbing, 
interior decorating and a new roof."21 In 1964 the new Adolph Sachs Memorial 
Library was constructed, wood-paneled and available for 24-hours-a-day use. The 
initial funds for books had been donated by the late Professor of Medicine in whose 
honor the room was named. Dr. Sachs' widow later donated the funds for the actual 
refurbishing of the room.22

Finally, the summer of 1966 saw a major effort, dubbed "Operation Remodel
ing" and costing roughly $1,800, a sizeable outlay in 1966. It included wall-to-wall 
carpeting, a new color TV, new cue sticks and pool table felt, repainting, new 
wallpaper and "green, brown and white simulated leather lounging furniture."23 A 
freshman fraternity member, Leonard Jarrott, with a tongue-in-cheek spirit of fun 
was quoted in regard to the changes:

The new atmosphere at the Phi Rho house is exceedingly conducive 
to elucidation of the subtleties of human expression necessary to 
the scientific endeavors of freshman medical students. Besides, it's 
groovy.24

The Phi Rho Sigma fraternity, though no longer 
active at Creighton, has left behind an impressive record 
of fun social functions, sports triumphs and serious ser
vice activities. In April 1935 they challenged all comers to 
a tennis tournament.25 In 1952 Phi Rho tied for first place 
in that year's Interfraternity Basketball League and also 
won the November 1952 pre-season championship tour
nament.26

Phi Rho social activities must have been great fun, 
and many of these events were on a grand scale. Besides 
the annual initiation ceremony and dinner held for mem
bers, guests, and alumni, there are records of many other 
activities of a social nature. In 1930 the True Voice re
ported a Christmas party and dance at the 38th & Jones chapter house.27 A

Halloween party held at the same house in 1932 was 
attended by three hundred, who were entertained by 
an orchestra composed entirely of fraternity mem
bers.28 The fraternity's 35th anniversary was cel
ebrated in May 1934 at what was termed the annual 
spring formal, held that year at the Birchwood. Two 
hundred couples were invited.29

The fun continued. In 1947 an informal buffet 
dinner and dance was held for freshmen, who were 
entertained by the Rev. Charles K. Hayden, Associate 
Professor of Physics and a magician.30 In October 
1955 four hundred guests attended a "Navy" theme 
open house in which the chapter house was deco
rated as a landing deck, and a sixteen-foot ship was1957 Phi Rho Maze.

1952 Phi Rho Sigma team finished Interfrat season with 11-1 
record.
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built on the front lawn next to two fountains erected for the occasion.31 The annual 
Mardi Gras costume ball of 1957 confounded guests with conflicting signs eventu
ally leading to a thirty-eight-foot maze of cardboard tunnels, through which guests 
had to crawl on hands and knees to obtain the only entrance to the affair.32

Dr. Richert J. Taylor (M.D. 1957), a Phi Rho who 
lived in the Davenport fraternity house for several 
years, shared some reminiscences that give us a little 
of the flavor of fraternity life during the 1950's, when 
it flourished. He recalled the sleeping arrangements 
at Phi Rho, which consisted of one big unheated room 
with bunk beds. This resulted in members sleeping 
with their coats, hats and socks on during winter 
months. He remembered that most students didn't 
change sheets for an entire semester, if then.

Dr. Taylor also noted that Phi Rho was known 
for its great parties, and that when he and Perry 
Keitges (M.D. 1957) were responsible for recruiting 
freshmen members, more pledged Phi Rho than the 
other medical fraternities put together. He spoke of a 
contraband bar in the basement, built with a lock and shutters so that when Jesuits 
came to visit, the signal was given and the bar was securely shut up out of sight. 
Although most members were of drinking age, liquor wasn't allowed at Creighton 
facilities. And although he said the Jesuits no doubt knew, this system kept them 
officially not knowing.

Dr. Taylor remembered the cook who was fired for buying twice as many 
groceries as the fraternity needed from her brother, the grocer, and then using the 
remainder in her own household. He told of running a hidden tape recorder in the 
women's bathroom during parties -  the good times listening to some of the candid 
remarks made by dates, the not-so-good-time when the recorder was discovered by 
the girls during one of the parties. He reminisced about the fellowship of Phi Rho 
-  of all members belonging to the Mickey Mouse Club and watching the TV show 
every afternoon before dinner, complete with ears; taking turns doing the dinner 
dishes every night; the serious business of playing bridge after dinner; and the even

more serious business of getting down to studies after 
that. Dr. Taylor said that, although a great deal of fun was 
had, the students never forgot what it was really all about 
-  the hard work of studying medicine.33

On a serious side, Phi Rho Sigma conducted many 
activities of a service and professional nature. Weekly 
seminars on medical topics, open to all medical students, 
were held at the fraternity house from at least the late 
1940's on. (In March 1950 the Creightonian noted that 
"Robert Haney [Heaney], M3 is in charge of these weekly 
seminars."34) In April 1958 the first Adolph Sachs Memo
rial Lecture was sponsored by Phi Rho to honor the late 
doctor who had died in May 1955. It became an annual 
affair, was open to the general public, and featured a 
speaker of note from the medical community.35 The

Dr. Michael DeBakey speaking at a dinner held in his honor 
at the Blackstone, 1967. He was the invited speaker of Phi 
Rho for their annual Sachs Memorial Lecture. From left: Dr. 
Richard Booth, Dr. Raymond Doberneck, Dr. Fletcher Miller, 
Dr. DeBakey and Dr. Claude Organ (M.D. 1952).

Richert J. Taylor (M.D. 1957).
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fraternity also sponsored an annual Valentine's Day party at the chapter house for 
the children of St. James Orphanage.36

Much of what the fraternity did aided incoming freshman students. Potential 
medical applicants were invited to stay and eat at the frat house while in the 
interviewing process. Once accepted to the School of Medicine, Phi Rho helped in 
finding suitable housing, purchasing microscopes and other medical supplies, and 
conducted practical seminars on study methods, orientation to Omaha, internships, 
and more.37 In 1966 this type of aid was extended to include undergraduate students 
when Phi Rho established a Pre-Med Club. The purpose of this organization was to 
prepare undergraduates to be admitted and to be successful once in medical 
school.38

Other highlights of their long history at Creighton include the following:

-  On April 1,1949, The Creightonian reported:
The Phi Rho fraternity house went up in a blaze of spectacular 
proportion last night. The cause of the fire was traced to the rumpus 
room in the basement. It appears that one of the more ingenious of 
the Phi Rho's was working on an experiment, a new fire-proof 
paint. After cooking up his formula for days, the inventor proceeded 
to paint the basement with the concoction. Since trust is one of the 
traits of a Greek-letter-man, his proteges had complete confidence 
in him. Result: they set fire to the basement in an effort to prove that 
Phi Rho members are never wrong when they put their genius into 
use.39

The entire article was an April Fools' joke, perpetrated by a Phi Rho member 
with a sense of humor. It did cause several startled reactions from readers.

-  In 1952, the Phi Rho candidate, Inez Flynn, a nursing student at St. Catherine's, 
was elected Queen Flelen of Troy.40

-  In December 1953 the crest on the front of the Phi 
Rho house was stolen. A member of another fraternity 
told Phi Rho where to find the missing emblem, but the 
fraternity offered a generous reward to find out who the 
actual thief was.41

-  In 1955 preparations were made to organize the 
Phi Rho Med Wives Club.42

-  The February 1956 issue of The Phi Rho Journal, 
national fraternity publication, featured the Creighton 
Eta chapter, which it highlighted as one of the most active 
in the U.S.43

-  The first reunion of Eta chapter Phi Rho Sigma 
alumni was held on October 27, 1956. At the time the 
alumni chapter had 450 active members.44

-  In 1963 the Eta chapter became the largest Phi Rho Sigma chapter in the 
nation. Statistics for the following year give a membership tally of 105 actives and 
48 pledges. Thirteen freshmen lived at the house and 40 members took their meals 
there.45

-  The annual Phi Rho champagne party in 1969 used a record 200 bottles of the 
bubbly!46

Phi Rho Homecoming float, 1950's.
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The last printed reference to Phi Rho Sigma at Creighton is found in a 1973 
medical student yearbook, which showed a picture of the Davenport house as well. 
Although a date is not known for the fraternity's demise, it is known that the house 
at 4016 Davenport was sold sometime in the 1970's to the religious group known as 
the Moonies. Dr. William W. Tipton, Jr. (M.D. 1967) wrote that when he returned in 
1977 for his ten-year reunion, he was quite surprised to learn that where there was 
once a bar, jukebox and dance floor in the basement of the house, there now stood 
a shrine to the cult's religious Leader.47

The current owner of the home said that the Moonies were forced to sell the 
house after neighborhood agitation prompted city zoning action. According to him, 
the Moonies showed their displeasure by turning water faucets on full force all over 
the house, from the third floor down, and leaving. Even though there was another 
set of owners after the Moonies and prior to the current owners' purchase in 1986, 
when he took possession wall and floor damage was still unrepaired from this act 
of vandalism on the part of the religious cult.48

Phi Beta Pi -  Alpha Alpha Chapter
The next medical fraternity to charter a chapter 

on the Creighton campus was Phi Beta Pi, whose 
Alpha Alpha chapter was constituted on February 2, 
1907. The charter members numbered a dozen.49 
Some basic facts about the fraternity were gleaned 
from a 1952 copy of their Constitution and a 1955-56 
copy of the By Laws, Phi Beta Pi Fraternity, Alpha Alpha 
Chapter. Phi Beta Pi Day is celebrated on March 10. 
The official colors of the fraternity are white and 
emerald green, while their flower is the white chry
santhemum. Their chief officer is called the Archon 
(sometimes the Worthy Archon), and their "secret 

organ," which contains the minutes of their general assembly, is named the Skull and 
Pelvis. 50

In the section on eligibility to membership, the 1955 By Laws of Phi Beta Pi 
provide an interesting insight into the pre-women's lib mentality. They state:

There shall not be discrimination on the specific basis of race, color 
or creed. Male medical students, practitioners of medicine, and 
allied scientists will be eligible for membership, provided they 
conform to professional standards and are socially acceptable in the 
various environs where Phi Beta Pi fraternity exists.51

A January 1, 1920, Creighton Courier detailed the rites of passage by three 
freshman initiates of Phi Beta Pi.

Three freshmen, Lyle Doran, Clifford Mullen and Lester Spinharney 
[all M.D. 1923], after displaying their natural talents to the public at 
Sixteenth and Farnam on Saturday afternoon, Oct. 13, by making 
little rocks out of big ones and building houses with blocks, were 
allowed to ride the goat into the fold of Phi Beta Pi. A dance in honor
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of these new members and pledges and alumni was given at the 
Blackstone Thursday evening, Nov. 20. It was of the usual Phi Beta 
Pi quality.52

A latter-day member, Dr. John J. Matoole (M.D. 1957), indicated that although 
the fraternity had secret handshakes, signs, and the like, the Omaha chapter 
members were, for the most part, ignorant of these. He said that the house 
sometimes had visits from fraternity brothers from St. Louis, which had a huge Phi

Beta chapter, and that they would bring 
up some of these secret rituals. This 
would trigger a spurt of interest, and 
the members would get out the one 
out-dated, tattered official manual the 
house possessed. After a brief time, 
interest would wane and official sym
bolism was once again relegated to in
significance.53

The Phi Betas seemed to have dif
ficulties obtaining and keeping a fra
ternity house. It is not known where 
their first house or houses were lo
cated. The earliest address that could 

be found was 3866 Harney Street in 1916.54 The next reference to housing is given in 
a brief history of the chapter, published in a 1945 Creightonian:

In the latter half of the '20s, Alpha 
Alpha figured in a well-publicized legal 
case. The chapter had purchased a house 
on South 38th Street, and had no sooner 
occupied it than neighbors complained 
that the value of their property had 
thereby depreciated. They sought a court 
injunction to restrain the fraternity from 
continuing its occupancy.

The case eventually reached the 
State Suprem e Court, w here the 
decisions of lower courts were re
versed in favor of the petitioners. The 
next home of the chapter was on Dodge 
Street.55

No other references could be found to the 38th Street house, but the 1928 
Creighton Blue Jay gives the address of Phi Beta Pi that year as 3224 Dodge Street.56 
The Creightonian article of 1945 continued:

From there [Dodge Street] the chapter moved to St. Mary's Avenue, 
where it remained for 12 years before being forced to move out 
because of an impending sale of the property. The chapter 
established itself at its present address, 115 So. 34th Street, three 
years ago, and owns the house it now occupies.57

Phi Beta Pi house, 1927.

Phi Beta Pi house, 3866 Harney Street, 1916.

376



Chapter XVII

Phi Beta Pi house, 3521 Farnam Street, 1929.

It seems the Creightonian was unaware of one other 
residence, which housed the Phi Betas sometime in 1929. 
This was 3521 Farnam Street, mentioned both in the 1929 
Blue Jay and by a 1933 graduate, Dr. John Gatewood, who 
was active in fraternity affairs and served as Phi Beta Pi 
President in 1932.58 Arithmetic applied to the 1945 
Creightonian article aids us in dating the Phi Beta houses. 
The 115 South 34th Street house had been the frat house 
for the three prior years -  therefore as of 1942. The St. 
Mary's house had been its location for 12 years prior to 
that. (Later social announcements confirm the exact ad
dress as 2204 St. Mary's Avenue.)59

There is a bewildering news article in the October 
22,1941, Creightonian entitled "Phi Beta Pi's Ready to Move Into New House," which 
said that the fraternity was moving to a house at 10th and Pine Street donated by a 
Creighton alumnus of the fraternity, Dr. G. V. Caughlin (M.D. 1913), of Council 
Bluffs. Yet the Creightonian history of 1945 indicated that the fraternity occupied the 
St. Mary's house until moving to South 34th Street in 1942. Corroborating this was 
a May 13,1942, Creightonian article reporting a dinner/card party held by the Phi 
Betas at the 2204 St. Mary's Avenue chapter house.60

Probably from the summer of 1942 
until 1956, the fraternity's home was 115 
South 34th Street. Dr. John J. Matoole 
(M.D. 1957), who resided in the house, 
indicated that the move in 1956 was neces
sitated by the purchase of much of the 
block by Mutual of Omaha for expansion.
(This expansion also eventually took the 
Phi Chi house, which had been next door 
to Phi Beta Pi.)61 Perhaps Mutual of Omaha 
had given the Phi Betas advanced warn
ing, because a September 1953 Creightonian 
article stated, "The Phi Beta's are still look
ing for a new frat house to replace the 
present one at 115 So. 34th Street. Although there is nothing definite on their new 
house, they expect to have it by December [1953].62

Not so. The move came in late summer 1956. But the apparent numbered days 
of the South 34th Street house did not stop the Phi Beta's from sprucing it up 
regularly. An April 1954 article told of rigorous spring cleaning inside and out.63 
During the summer of 1954, the house was completely renovated and a new lounge 
built in the basement.64 A September 1955 Creightonian article noted, "The Beta 
house was completely rejuvenated through the summer months. They hope to enter 
their living room color scheme in the annual 'House Beautiful' contest and win a rug 
to match the walls."65

It is not known whether or not they won that rug. It is known that Mutual of 
Omaha did buy and then tear down the house on South 34th Street, and the Phi Betas 
did move to 1503 Park Wild Avenue, not far from St. Joseph's Hospital. "Phi Beta 
Pi medical fraternity celebrated the opening of their new house at 1503 Park Wild 
with the annual faculty-student meeting," said a September 1956 Creightonian,66

Phi Beta Pi house, 115 South 34th Street, 1951.
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In October of that year, the walls of the Phi Beta's new recreation room were 
brightened by nine new murals depicting medical life. These were the donation of 
a commercial art company.67 The new recreation room 
was obviously the focal point of the Park Wild 
Another article in the Creightonian boasted:

A new jukebox in the recroom is filled to 
capacity with music to please the 
romantic as well as the rock 'n roller. . .
Ample room is allotted in the new 
basement game-room for friends to stand 
and chat, sit and rest, or dance and dream.
Medical life murals, which were painted 
by a commercial artist, will supply the 
scenic background for an evening's 
activities.68

The celebration marking the 50th year of Alpha Alpha chapter took place the 
following March 1957 in the new Park Wild chapter house. The following 1957 
Alumnews also tells us:

As for the new chapter house at 1503 Parkwilde Avenue, its 
acquisition marked the end of a 5-year battle with real estate prices and 
zoning laws. Through the work of fraternity members the building 
has been cleaned and repainted inside and out, the furniture 
refinished, the basement rebuilt and the yard restored to give the 
chapter a home to which its members may look with pride.69

The house on Park Wild became so crowded that in 1958, the fraternity rented the 
house next door, 1505 Park Wild Avenue, as an annex.70

Dr. John Matoole spoke of the mechanics of ownership of fraternity houses, 
specifically the Phi Beta Pi house. He said that Alumni Boards were established, 
which provided the legal framework by which they were owned and operated. 
Student members in residence then paid a nominal monthly fee which covered rent, 
food, insurance, utilities, the house mother's salary and other expenses. A student 
manager kept the books, and every so often, a Certified Public Accountant audited 
them for accuracy.71

Dr. Matoole vaguely recalled some mishap at the Park Wild house sometime 
between 1958 and 1960, in which a child was injured while swinging on the gate to 
the yard. Though not clear on the details of the incident, he felt that this, along with 
crowded conditions, prompted the sale of the house by the Phi Beta Pi Alumni 
Board, and a final move, this time to 809 Pine Street in late 1960.

Phi Beta Pi obtained a new fraternity house within a short distance 
from St. Catherine's and St. Joseph's Hospitals. The picturesque 
new location has a historical association with the Hilltop. All 
members of the original household, the Val J. Peter family, attended 
Creighton... The small dormitory of the house now features double 
bunk rooms with desks including a library.72
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Phi Beta Pi Fraternity League Champions, 1939-40.

A November 1961 Creightonian mentioned a Phi 
Beta Pi pledge party held at the 809 Pine Street house.73 
The 1962 Blue Jay still has an entry on Phi Beta Pi medical 
fraternity. Following these, there are no references in any 
University publications to Phi Beta Pi. The file on the 
fraternity in the Creighton Student Center indicated that 
as of 1962 there were no active members or pledges on 
campus, and no fraternity house. Dr. Julian Baumel, a Phi 
Beta moderator prior to its demise, felt that although he 
was not privy to inside operations, the fraternity had 

gotten into some sort of financial difficulties. Dr. Lee Bevilacqua (M.D. 1961) felt that 
there were too few live-in members to keep the organization viable, and it dis
banded.74

A 1953 Blue Jay entry on Phi Beta Pi indicated as its purpose "to provide an 
atmosphere beneficial to the medical student socially, scholastically and morally."75 
It did provide a well-rounded group 
of activities to its members through
out its existence. In sports, for ex
ample, in 1941 the Phi Beta Pi basket
ball team won the all-University 
championship.76 A good year for the 
"Betes" in intramural football was 
1958, although it was announced in 
October 1958 (for reasons not ex
plained) that the fraternity was on 
social probation until second semes
ter. They could go on rushing
pledges, but no parties were al- Phi Beta Pi Interfrat football champs, 1950. 
lowed.77

The Phi Beta Pi's, like their counterparts, also performed service functions. 
They sponsored seminars and presentations open to all medical students through
out their history. They also gave an annual Christmas party for handicapped 
children, complete with gifts, a tree and Santa Claus.78

Socially, the Phi Betas left a paper trail of a variety of fun activities. Besides the 
annual pledge party, alumni-student buffet dinner, and formal spring dinner

(which did attract large numbers, — 
175 persons attending in 1948)79, there 
are records of many diverse social func
tions. Among the more unusual were a 
Hawaiian singing quartet in 195180 and 
a skit entitled "The Anatomical Quar
terback" performed by and for mem
bers in 1941.81 In 1942 Roland Zarlengo 
(M.D. 1944), then a medical freshman, 
expressed a view typical of his fellow 
Phi Bete's: "I say there's nothing like it, 
and I wouldn't trade my berth at Phi 
Beta Pi for the best suite at the

Phi Beta Pi housemother, Mary Christensen. Blackstone " 82
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One very special person who is remembered with fondness by all Phi Beta's 
from the late 1920's through the 1950's is Mary Christensen, who served as Phi Beta 
Pi house mother during that time. Mary was born in Denmark and moved to Omaha 
in 1917. She married Henry Larson, had two children and then was widowed. She 
opened a boarding house at 25th & Dodge, where she first became acquainted with 
Creighton medical students.

The students told her that the Phi Beta Pi fraternity needed a cook. She took 
the job, and from that time in 1929 until shortly before her death, "Mother" or "Gert" 
as she was called, was at the fraternity house daily, from 6:30 A.M. until 7:00 P.M., 
nurturing "her boys." She married a second time, to Louis Christensen, and had 
three more children but always kept room in her life for this extended family as well.

Mary's culinary skills were legendary. Dr. John Matoole told of the students 
piling mounds of spaghetti on their plates, anticipating her special sauce, the recipe 
for which was a well-guarded secret: "She made, without a doubt, the world's best 
spaghetti sauce," said Dr. Matoole. "The boys begged her to serve spaghetti more 
often."83

But there was more to Mary than her cooking. She truly became another Mom 
to the students. She kept house, reminded, nagged, scolded, and listened, nursed 
the boys when sick, and counseled them when troubled.

Mary keeps the boys in line though. If one got a little too careless 
with his actions Mary has been known to march him up and stand 
by as he kneels and says a prayer for forgiveness. Oftentimes she 
prods the boys into group activities so that they won't lose that 
fraternal spirit that so exemplifies the group.84

Mary took part in fraternity parties and every year gave her boys a picnic. She made 
the Phi Beta Pi house a home.

In 1954, the occasion of her 25th anniversary with the Phi Betes, she was 
honored at a gala testimonial banquet at the American Legion Club. Letters and gifts 
poured in from her scattered "family," and many alumni made a point of attending. 
Mary was given flowers, a sizeable check and the heartfelt thanks of hundreds of 
medical students whom she had mothered. Dr. William Rueve (M.D. 1955) spoke 
for the entire fraternity when he wrote,

For those of us in the house, Mary is the stabilizing influence, the 
voice of authority, and the correcting rod. She may counsel us in 
love, but actually -  Mary Christensen is the only sweetheart that 
Alpha Alpha will ever have.85

Mary became ill with breast cancer and in 1957 had surgery. Although there 
was a remission in the disease, it eventually claimed her life.86

Other events of note in the Phi Beta Pi history:
-  In 1916, Phi Beta Pi joined with two dental fraternities to organize the Tri- 

Fraternity Club, which gave a series of formal and informal parties.87
-  In December 1938 the Alpha Alpha chapter was host to the Central Province 

Assembly of the national fraternity. Clinics were held at St. Joseph's Hospital, and 
the convention concluded with a dance.88

-  In November 1939 the fraternity house at 2204 St. Mary's Avenue was 
burglarized in the dead of night. It was believed that prowlers gained entrance
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through the unlocked front door. Stolen property, estimated at more than $500, 
included four typewriters, several electric razors, $15 cash, two baumonometers, 
jewelry and some clothing. Several pieces of clothing must not have been good 
enough, for "an overcoat and two suits were taken out of closets and thrown into the 
shower room."89

-  A December 1945 Creightonian article noted: "Alpha Alpha prides itself on the 
fact that it has a greater alumni representation in Omaha, and on the faculty, than 
the other Creighton medical fraternities."90

-  In 1951 the Alpha Alpha chapter was the largest in the country, with 105 
members and 55 alumni members.91

-  In 1952 the Phi Beta Pi candidate, Marilyn Wagner, a Saint Joseph's Nursing 
student, was elected Homecoming Queen.92

-  In the 1953 Creighton University Diamond Anni
versary Parade, the Phi Beta Pi float was judged the first 
place winner out of 23 entries. The float depicted 75 years 
of medical progress and compared a modern operating 
room with one of 75 years previous.93 With the monetary 
prize, the fraternity "floated" a picnic at Camp Brewster, 
complete with buffet supper and dance.94

-  In March 1955 the Phi Beta Pi Wives Club was 
formed.95

-  In 1956 auditions were held for the newly formed 
Phi Beta Pi Fine Music Forum, whose purpose was to 
"further the appreciation of fine music at Creighton Medi
cal School... Especially needed are masters in the musical 
saw, washboard and tootin' jug."96

-  Pets, especially dogs, were a part of the Phi Beta Pi experience. Dr. John J. 
Matoole spoke of two cocker spaniels who were driven nuts by the medical students. 
They were Alfie (after the chapter name) and Hondo, for the popular John Wayne 
movie.97 In 1958 a golden boxer named Hiper, despite silly threats of cremation or 
medical experimentation, mostly slept away his life as fraternity mascot.98

Phi Chi -  Chi Upsilon Chapter
The last to be founded of the three major medi

cal fraternities once active at the School was Chi 
Upsilon chapter of Phi Chi fraternity. It also has the 
distinction of being the only medical fraternity still 
active here. Creighton's Phi Chi chapter dates back to 
January 15,1916,99 when its charter was granted from 
the executive trustees. The two men whose initiative 
was responsible for the founding of the chapter were 
Drs. Eben J. Carey and Jay Albert Key.

Dr. Key had been associated with the Creighton 
Department of Anatomy and went on to become a 
Clinical Professor of Orthopedic Surgery at Wash- Phicw. 
ington University School of Medicine, St. Louis, Mis
souri.100 Dr. Carey received his education at Creighton, earning a B.S. in 1917, anM.S. 
in 1918 and a Ph.D. in 1920. He was on the faculty in the Department of Anatomy 
from 1915-1920, and went on to earn an M.D. from the University of Chicago. He

The winning Phi Beta Pi Diamond Anniversary float, 1953.
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joined the faculty of the Marquette University School 
of Medicine in 1920, becoming its Dean in 1933. He 
was the featured speaker at the Creighton University 
commencement of 1945, and at that time was awarded 
the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws. At the time 
of his death, June 5, 1947, he was still Dean at 
Marquette, and had become Chairman of the Execu
tive Trustees of the national Phi Chi and editor-in- 
chief of its national publication, The Phi Chi Quar
terly.10'1

Two separate initiations were held for the first 
31 Phi Chi members, one for the three upper classes 
and a separate one for the freshmen.102 The Phi Chi's 
first secured the use of clubrooms in the downtown 

Lyric Building, but it was only a matter of weeks before a 
frame house on 25th & Capitol was obtained for use as a 
fraternity house. This was used for about six months, 
then a move was made to a brick building on the corner 
of 22nd & Davenport Streets. When World War I was 
declared in 1917, this house was closed.103 It is not known 
whether all fraternity activities were suspended during 
wartime, or if only the house itself was shut down.

The Creighton Chronicle of October 1921 announced 
that Phi Chi had reopened a house at 2023 Cass Street and 
that "the boys are very comfortably situated in their new 
home and extend a cordial invitation to all their fellow 
students to call on them."104 The True Voice of August 29,
1924 announced still another new home for Phi Chi,

which it said was the largest frater
nity at Creighton at the time. The 
house was located at 3514 Burt Street 
and had been obtained through the 
efforts of Dr. B.M. Kully (M.D. 
1917).105

In 1927 there was another move 
to 3635 Lafayette Avenue, which re
mained fraternity headquarters un
til 1934,106 at which time the chapter 
leased the Henry W. Yates home, 
"The Yates Castle" at 3120 Daven
port Street. This was the home of Phi 
Chi for the next 8 years. The Castle 

must have been majestic, and certainly large. It was constructed by the original 
owner for just under a half million dollars (in those days a princely sum), and 
contained at least 30 rooms, not including a butler's pantry and many small alcoves. 
It was built entirely of blocks of gray granite and exhibited magnificent solid carved 
oak woodwork, doors and stairs. The outside was as magnificent as the inside, being 
located on two square blocks of landscaped grounds. Though it made an elegant 
home for the Phi Chi, continually rising maintenance costs led them to seek a new 
home in 1942.107

Phi Chi house, 3514 Burt Street, 1926.

Phi Chi house, 1916.

Dr. Eben James Carey.
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Dr. Maurice C. Howard (M.D. 1919), Creighton 
Associate Professor of Medicine long active in fraternity 
affairs, came to the aid of Phi Chi by advancing them the 
capital with which to purchase their new home, 111 South 
34th Street, in October 1942.108 After a fifteen-year mon
etary struggle, the house finally belonged to the Phi Chi's 
free and clear in 1957. But after the battle with finances 
was won, the continued viability of the house came into 
question, primarily due to over-crowding.

Size had always been a problem with the South 34th 
Street location. A three-car garage behind the house had 
been converted into a bunkhouse containing 28 beds in a 
double-decker fashion.109 Dr. John Matoole, himself a Phi 
Beta Pi man, remembered the Phi Chi house next door 
with its separate bunkhouse connected to the main house 
via a covered accessway.110 During 1954, even this bunk
house didn't suffice to ease the space crunch. The Sep
tember 17, 1954 Creightonian remarked, "Due to the 
crowded conditions of the house, several of the Phi Chi 
sophomores have moved into the new Phi Chi annex, 
located at the home of John Fischer, 315 South 37th 
Street."111

Another problem was maintenance of the old struc
ture. The Phi Chi's, like their brothers in other fraterni
ties, seemed to spend a lot of time and take a great deal of 
pride in updating their residence. In the summer of 1952, 
for example, they painted the third and fourth floors, 
washed floors and walls, renovated the officers' quarters, 
and hired skilled laborers to perform technical repairs.112 
The 1953 Blue Jay entry on Phi Chi pointed to "the Phi Chi 
house resplendent with over-stuffed leather furniture. . .  
their real pride, the basement rec room."113 Summer 1953 
brought complete repainting, redecorating and other 
improvements.114 During the summer of 1954, the base
ment was remodeled, and the Wives Club renovated the 
entire house.115

Yet all of this effort could not stave off the ravages 
of time. The Phi Chi's were able to make do until 1962, 
when a fortunate set of circumstances allowed them to 
relocate without incurring financial ruin.

Mutual of Omaha, whose expansion had claimed 
the neighboring Phi Beta house in 1956, now wished to 
purchase the Phi Chi house for demolition and to use the 
space for a parking lot. Mutual also owned a hotel, which 
had been called The Whittingham Manor, located at 209 
South 33rd Street. The Phi Chi's were able to sell the 
South 34th Street house to Mutual and lease the former 
hotel on 33rd Street for a period of five years, with a five- 
year renewal option. They signed the lease on December 
31,1962.116

Phi Chi house, 3635 Lafayette Street, 1929.

The Yates Castle, 3120 Davenport, home of Phi Chi from 
1934-1942.

Phi Chi house, 111 South 34th Street, 1951.

209 South 33rd Street, Phi Chi house.
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The house at 209 South 33rd Street eased the overcrowding and provided a 
comfortable home for Phi Chi until 1968. It was a four-story building with 35 single 
sleeping rooms on 3 floors, plus a double in the basement, giving them a capacity of 
37. Each room was a spacious 15x15, carpeted and containing a sink, two walk-in 
closets, study area with a desk and chair, and a sitting area, in addition to a bed. This 
was quite luxurious compared to a bunkbed dorm shared with 27 others. In 
addition, there was a communal living room, library, dining room, party room, TV 
room, kitchen, laundry room and ping pong room. The first and second floors were 
entirely air-conditioned.117

By 1968 size was less important and the Phi Chi's purchased a new home, 
smaller but elegant and adequate for their changing needs. This was the former 
Francis Matthews home at 3920 Dewey Street. The house was dedicated by the Rev. 
James Quinn on December 7,1968, to Dr. C.M. Hartman (M.D. 1935) and the library 
to Dr. Richard W. Booth, then Associate Professor of Medicine. It housed 26 
students.

Despite problems in 1983 with repairs, the house 
was made to conform to city ordinances.118 It has contin
ued its existence as the home of Phi Chi Fraternity to the 
present, though the differences between today's group 
and the fraternity of the past are marked.

According to a current member, there are presently 
23 live-in members in the main house and the four- 
bedroom annex, which was converted from the garage. It 
is coed living. A sand volleyball court was constructed in 
the side yard in April 1991. Although some social func
tions are hosted by the organization, there are no struc
tured meetings. The Phi Chi of 1991 more closely re
sembles a dormitory arrangement than the type of medi
cal fraternity past graduates remember.

According to The Constitution and Statutes of Phi Chi, the fraternity's official 
colors are olive green and white, its flower is the lily of the valley with leaves, its chief 
officer is The Presiding Senior, and Founder's Day is celebrated on February 26.119 
Several awards coveted by Phi Chi's have been the Winged Foot, awarded annually 
for outstanding athletic performance, and the Eben J. Carey Award, given to the 
member with the highest average in Anatomy.120

Present home of Phi Chi, 3920 Dewey Street.

The 1958 Blue Jay stated:
Because Phi Chi is interested in the preservation of the balanced 
personalities of the physicians during their training, its activities 
extend to the social and athletic spheres as well as the intellectual.121

This is an accurate summation of the many activities which Phi Chi has sponsored 
in its history at Creighton. In the intellectual realm, from the early 40's onward, there 
were announcements of seminars, lectures, demonstrations, films and slide shows 
on medical topics hosted by Phi Chi. In 1951 Phi Chi joined Phi Rho Sigma in offering 
a correlated series of lectures open to all medical students.122 In 1947, shortly after 
his death, the fraternity sponsored the first Eben J. Carey Memorial Lecture, with a 
noted medical personality presenting a lecture of timely relevance to the Omaha 
medical community, in honor of the fraternity's founder. Becoming an annual 
event, this lecture was allowed to lapse in the 1960's, then enjoyed a rebirth in 1966.123
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Sports have been a part of the Phi Chi experience, 
including intramural basketball and football teams for 
much of their existence. During the 1947-48 season, the 
interfraternity basketball championship was won by the 
Chi Upsilon team. And in 1948, they won the 
interfraternity football championship. During the 1960's, 
they sponsored a bowling team in one of Omaha's leagues. 
Their official team name was The Malpractice Five, but 
they were also known as The Five Ataxies.124

The social events of 
Phi Chi revolved around a 
mix of annual favorites and 
one-time festivities. Early 

in the school years, two rush parties, mixers, were the 
norm. Then came the first "date party" of the year, 
whose theme varied. (In 1966, it was a "Dunk and 
Dance," a swimming and dance party held at a local 
hotel.) The Halloween Party was an annual affair, 
with prizes, for best costume. In November came the 
annual Pledge Party, then the Christmas party. There 
was the Founder's Day Dinner in February (In 1953 
this was a joint affair, held together with Upsilon Nu, 
the University of Nebraska chapter125), the annual 
champagne party in March, and the annual spring 
dinner dance. The latter was the most formal event of 
the year and was held outside the fraternity house.126 
There were other social events, large and small -  a 
hay rack ride, St. Patrick's Day parties, a Dog Patch 
costume party, wiener roasts, and others. All add up 
to a social life offering plenty to do and with good 
companions.

Phi Chi Events of Note:
-  On March 1,1937, the Omaha World Herald reported the quarantine of thirty- 

five Phi Chi students at the fraternity house after it was found that their maid had 
scarlet fever. For the seven-day quarantine, the Phi Chi's reported that they 
intended to alternate between doing housework and studying for midwinter
exams.127

-  In November 1952 the wives of Phi Chi members formed the Chi Upsilon 
Wives Club. By 1966 this organization had forty-two members.128

-  In December 1953 Chi Upsilon and the University of Nebraska's Upsilon Nu 
co-sponsored the 33rd Grand Chapter convention of Phi Chi International in 
Omaha. It included a cocktail party, steak at the Livestock Exchange Building, and 
a banquet at the Hotel Fontenelle.129 At this Phi Chi convention, Dr. Michael J. Carey, 
Instructor of Surgery at Creighton and a moderator of the Chi Upsilon chapter, was 
elevated to the highest Phi Chi national office.130 Dr. Carey died in 1959, after which 
the Phi Chi established the Michael J. Carey Service Award.

Phi Chi Officers, 1960. Sitting: Tony 
Nespole (M.D. 1962), Judge Advocate; 
Richard O'Brien (M.D. 1960), 
Presiding Senior. Standing: Pat 
McGreevy (M.D. 1962), Secretary; 
John Samson (M.D. 1961), Treasurer 
and Ken Kapstafer (M.D. 1961), 
Presiding Junior.

The 1937 Phi Chi team. Left to right: Joseph J. Shebl (M.D.
1938) ; George J. Rossi (M.D. 1937); George J. Shima (M.D.
1939) ; Kenneth J. Cosgrove (M.D. 1940); John M. Ball (M.D.
1940) ; Percy Sutley, Jr. (M.D. 1939); Clifford F. Binder (M.D. 
1940) and Ralph D. Bolton (M.D. 1939).
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-  In May 1954 Mrs. Henrietta Willar, the Phi Chi's 
housemother for nine years, died in her sleep. The 
previous Christmas, the Phi Chi's had presented her with 
a special gift "for her loyalty and hard work, which have 
helped to make this chapter house a home".131

-  In 1955 the Phi Chi formed a sports car club, a 
musical quartet, and a musical combo consisting of piano, 
sax and bass.132

-  In 1960 members of Phi Chi donated $50 to Father 
Vincent Decker to be used for the ciborium of St. Luke's 
Chapel in the Medical School. The ciborium was given in 
memory of Michael La Mendola, a Phi Chi who had been 
killed in an auto accident just prior to his graduation. An 
M.D. degree was conferred posthumously.133

-  In 1966 the 50th anniversary of the founding of Chi 
Upsilon at Creighton, the entire issue of the Fall 1966 Phi 
Chi Quarterly national magazine featured the Creighton 
chapter. It was written and edited entirely by Creighton 
Phi Chi students.134

Phi Chi Alumni Association, 1947. Not all identified and not 
all Creighton graduates. Those identified include, front row, 
left to right: fourth, D. E, Baca (M.D. 1939); eighth, T. T. 
Smith (M.D. 1933); ninth, William E. Kroupa (M.D. 1932); 
Second row: second, William Reals (M.D. 1945); third, 
Thomas H. Foley (M.D. 1940); sixth, Clarence M. Hartmann 
(M.D. 1935); eighth, William Rost (M.D. 1937); eleventh, Earl 
A. Connolly (M.D. 1918). Third row: fourth, Ben Ewing 
(M.D. 1923). (Courtesy Dr. William Reals.)

Other Medical Fraternities
The three largest and longest lasting fraternities on the campus were not the 

only ones that ever existed.

Alpha Kappa Kappa -  Kappa Chi Chapter

In 1934 the local Kappa Chi applied to Alpha Kappa Kappa national medical 
fraternity for a charter. According to The Creightonian, it had been sanctioned by 
Dean Riley, the Regent, Father Mclnerny, and the moderator of fraternities at 
Creighton, Rev. William J. Corboy. Officers had been elected (President, Ben Miano, 
M.D. 1935), a dance was scheduled at the Fontenelle Hotel, and charter members 
numbered ten.135 Yet there is no further mention of the fraternity in the student

newspaper, yearbooks, or interviews with gradu
ates. It can be assumed that it functioned only 
briefly during 1934.

Lambda Phi Mu -  Xi Chapter

Another medical fraternity, Xi chapter of 
Lambda Phi Mu, was chartered at Creighton in 
1933 and functioned at least until the outbreak of 
World War II. Though operating for almost a year 
previously, it was formally installed on campus in 
February 1934.136 In that year, it had 13 members 
and 11 pledges.137 Elected the first Grand Master 
was Louis J. Parlangeli (M.D. 1934), who had been 
instrumental in organizing the new fraternity at 
Creighton and who went on to membership on its 
national Executive Council in the late 1930's.138

Little is known of the activities of this 
fraternity. It sponsored monthly symposiums, the
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first of which in February 1934 was on Buerzer's Disease.139 By 1937 Lambda Phi Mu 
had twenty-four members and was moderated by Dr. Sam Carnazzo, of the Surgery 
Department.140 As of 1938 it had 29 members and was sponsoring monthly smokers 
and symposiums for its members.141 The fraternity was still included in the 1941 
yearbook, listing twenty members and two pledges.142 The yearbook suspended 
publication from the outbreak of World War II until the 1948-49 school year. At that 
time there is no mention of Lambda Phi Mu, nor is there any clue offered by other 
campus publications as to its fate.

Phi Delta Epsilon -  Alpha Chi Chapter

A medical fraternity that prospered for a brief time at Creighton 
was Phi Delta Epsilon, Alpha Chi chapter. The 1927 Blue Jay indicated 
that it was chartered here in 1925, but this yearbook is the first to 
mention it. In 1927 there were twenty-eight active members and six 
pledges, led by a Consul, the highest elective office of the group. The 
1928 Blue Jay called it "The Professional Jewish Medical Fraternity". 
The 1929 edition noted that in keeping with the promotion of scholar
ship, which was the organization's main thrust, one of its first official 
acts had been to donate $100 to the medical library. With pride, it also 
added that its membership had averaged 91 percent scholastically that 
year.143

The fraternity evidently had housing problems. Between 1930 
and 1934, there are records of five fraternity houses. The 1930 Blue Jay 
indicated that the house was at 3224 Dodge (this had been the Phi Beta 
Pi house until 1929.)144 In 1932 the "lodge" was 305 South 38th Street.145 
In September 1933 Phi Delta Epsilon moved to a new house at 112 South 

44th Street.146 In October 1934 The Creightonian reported a smoker which officially 
opened another new house, 3866 Harney Street.147 (This house was home to the Phi 
Beta Pi fraternity in 1916). The 1934 Blue Jay showed the address of Phi Delta Epsilon 
at still another location, 4110 Davenport Street.148

The main activities of Phi Delta Epsilon during the 1930's seem to have been 
of a more serious nature than other fraternities. Speakers and seminars, rather than 
social events, were their focus. Addresses were often on general cultural topics, 
rather than strictly medical or technical matters. Social functions of Phi Delta 
Epsilon for which we do have records were small scale, in-house smokers and the 
like, or were conducted as appendages to the more educational activities.

For example, in November 1932 a director of the Joslyn Museum spoke on 
"Newer and Modern Trends in Art," one of a bi-weekly forum series held by the 
group since 1931.149 In April 1933 the fraternity sponsored a symposium on 
rheumatic heart diseases, held at the Hotel Blackstone and followed by a banquet. 
The Creightonian noted: "The symposium is the first [event] of such proportion to be 
held in the history of the Medical School."150

No further references after 1935 can be found to Phi Delta Epsilon until the 
resurrected Blue Jay of 1949. The fraternity must have disbanded sometime after the 
1935 school year ended (possibly due to housing problems) and then, according to 
the Blue Jay, was reactivated in 1945. As an update in 1949, the yearbook stated that 
a symposium on growth had been sponsored by Phi Delta Epsilon in 1946 and a two- 
day lecture series in 1947.151 The February 7, 1947, Creightonian announced a Phi 
Delta Epsilon medical symposium, open to all medical students, and an article from
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that newspaper in October of that year told of two lectures sponsored by the four 
fraternities of the Creighton Medical School.152 In 1949, although the yearbook did 
not mention a fraternity house, it did indicate that there were ten members and that 
a joint dinner dance had been held with the University of Nebraska chapter of Phi 
Delta Epsilon, Beta Rho.153 Following this, there is no mention of Phi Delta Epsilon 
in any campus publication. Why and when the fraternity was discontinued is not 
known.

Alpha Epsilon lota -  Alpha Zeta Chapter

One other "fraternal" organization which must 
be noted is Alpha Zeta chapter of Alpha Epsilon Iota, 
medical sorority. This Creighton chapter of the na
tional group was officially installed on March 19, 
1949, largely due to the efforts of a recent Creighton 
medical graduate, Dr. Alice Hickey (M.D. 1948). There 
were sixteen charter members, and the first modera
tor was Miss Pauline Cranny, (see chapter on special 
people)154

Alpha Epsilon Iota remained active until the 
early 1960's. After the 1963 Blue Jay, no further 
references are found as to its existence. During this 
period, the group sponsored speakers, hosted a se

ries of scientific films, held monthly Communion breakfasts, and held some small 
social functions such as picnics and dinners. In 1951 their main project was 
collecting medical supplies locally to help outfit a free clinic in Rome.155

Though still pre-women's lib in 1961, a change in tone can be noted between 
the yearbook entry for that year, and one from just ten years previous, in 1951. The 
1951 entry read:

Ten little Indians of med school -  that's what the ten 
members of the Alpha Epsilon Iota sorority are. The 
women medical students organized themselves into 
this sorority to have a little pleasure and relaxation 
after their hours in classrooms and laboratories. Their 
schedules permit only two or three meetings a year, 
but these are strictly informal held at a member's 
home. The gals bring their knitting, talk, drink coffee 
and do not talk shop. That was forbidden.156

By contrast, in 1961 the yearbook notes that, although one of the 
smallest groups on the Creighton campus, Alpha Zeta had accom
plished its primary goal, which it identified as "providing a source for 
professional contacts for these future doctors."157 This is quite different 
from the image evoked by the 1951 article. Attitudes were changing. It 
is not known why or exactly when the group disbanded. The last 
mention of Alpha Epsilon Iota in any Creighton publication came in 
1963.
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The Medical School Sodality
For over thirty years, from at least the early 1930's 

until 1966, the Medical School Sodality was a viable 
organization at the School of Medicine. Dedicated to the 
Blessed Mother, its purpose was to enhance the spiritual 
life of its members and to enable them to approach the 
study and practice of medicine with a firm grounding in 
Catholic morality. After a lapse during World War II, the 
Sodality was reorganized in 1947.158

Over the years, the Sodality, led by an elected 
Student Prefect, performed many and varied service 
functions, in addition to promoting its members' spiri

tual well-being through prayer services, monthly Communion breakfasts, special 
Masses and Benedictions. For example, in 1933 the Medical Mission Board was 
organized within the Sodality to collect medical equipment and supplies for the 
foreign missions.159 In 1934 a twenty-five member choir was formed from within its 
ranks, led by Adolph J. Bellantoni (M.D. 1936) and accompanied by Frank 
Francobandiera (M.D. 1937). This group sang at every 9:00 Sunday Mass at St. 
John's, and after weekly rehearsals, was hoping to present solos, duets and quartets 
as part of their programs.160 By 1964 the emphasis was placed on guest speakers, 
giving members insight into the synthesis of medicine and morality that was to be 
their goal.161 After 1966 there is no 
further mention of the Medical 
School Sodality. Presumably a lack 
of members forced their dissolution.

Honor Societies
Three major honor societies 

have existed at Creighton, to which 
medical students have aspired over 

the years. Two of them are 
still extant.

Alpha Omega Alpha is 
a national honor medical
society which dates to 1902. Creighton's chapter, Beta, was installed on 
April 25, 1957. Membership in the society, whose motto is "Worthy to 
serve the suffering" is awarded for scholarship, personal honesty, and 
potential leadership in the field of medicine.162 Alpha Omega Alpha is 
ongoing.

Alpha Sigma Nu, the national Jesuit honor society, was established at 
Creighton for men in 1921 to recognize outstanding scholarship, loyalty 
and service. Each division of the University, including the School of 
Medicine, selects two students for membership. Although the society was 
allowed to lapse during the World War II years, it was reorganized the fall 
of 1948.163 On March 31,1973, Gamma Pi Epsilon, the Jesuit Honorary for 
women, merged with Alpha Sigma Nu, and since then the latter has been 
the Creighton Catholic honor society for both men and women.164

(Courtesy Howard E. Rudersdorf,

Alpha Omega Alpha, 1967. Bottom, from left: M. Colin 
Jordan, Vice President; John Firpo; Thomas Bodensteiner, 
Secretary-Treasurer; Bob Rust; Glen Shaurette. Top: John 
Langdon; Thomas Dee, Vice President; Frank Cavano and 
Samuel Kellogg. All are 1967 medical graduates.

Medical School Sodality, 1949.
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Gamma Pi Epsilon, the feminine equivalent of Alpha Sigma Nu, was started in 
1924 and brought to Creighton in 1952.165 As mentioned, in 1973 it merged with 
Alpha Sigma Nu, into which both men and women are now accepted.

Publications of the School of Medicine
At various points in its history, the School of Medicine has sanctioned special

ized publications by and for the medical community at Creighton. These instru
ments have generally combined scholarly articles of a technical nature, newsworthy 
current affairs affecting those in some way affiliated with the School of Medicine, 
and chatty tidbits about students and alumni. Most of these publications involved 
students in their preparation, although the most scholarly and ambitious, The 
Bulletin of the Creighton University School of Medicine (which changed its name to The 
Journal of the Creighton University School of Medicine in 1949) was primarily a faculty 
production. The publications have included the following:

The Creighton Medical College Bulletin, was published from September 1897 
through April 1904, possibly longer. One lone volume has been located: September 
1903-April 1904, Volume #7, Nos. 1-8. The publication stated it was "issued monthly 
during college term in the interest of the student, the Creighton Medical College, and 
the profession."166 Therefore the first volume must have been for the 1897-1898 
school term. This publication, which sold for 15 cents a copy or $1.00 for a yearly 
subscription, was an effective mix. It contained local advertising, both business and 
professional, scholarly articles of medical interest, generally by faculty, and student 
papers on technical topics. It also ran a College News section, sometimes divided 
by class year, which was chatty and amusing, and another entitled Alumni Notes, 
which provided updates (and gossip) on graduates. Other tidbits were sporadically 
thrown in -  a poem one month, a section on rooms to rent another ("Steam Heated 
Rooms, 610 So 17th Avenue, $7.00 per month").167 On the editorial staff were five 
medical students and a faculty member, Dr. Rudolph Rix (M.D. 1899), who served 
as Alumni Editor.

The Bulletin of the Creighton University School of Medicine was first published 
November 1,1940. As stated in the Preliminary copy issued a few months earlier,

The purpose of the Bulletin will be to acquaint the alumni with the 
activities of the faculty by printing short abstracts of papers, 
addresses given before scientific and medical societies and 
preliminary reports of research in progress. News items of particular 
interest to the alumni will also be included.168

Volume I of the scholarly Bulletin, published four times a year and under the 
direction of a five man Editorial Board, was unpolished, looking like a typed 
manuscript which had been mimeographed and bound (this was probably the case.) 
Volume II, beginning November 1941, illustrated a dramatic change in format. 
Professionally printed, it included a table of contents and also a new section, Library 
Notes, listing recent purchases and donations to the medical library. Its Editor-in- 
Chief, Cleveland S. Simpkins, served in this capacity until February 1947 when Dr. 
Richard L. Egan (M.D. 1940) replaced him. In February 1948 the publication went 
to a smaller, more compact format, increasing its professional appearance.

In 1949 the name was changed to The Journal of the Creighton University School 
of Medicine. The number of articles, though each slightly longer, were fewer in
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number, and the publication became more brief in total for the remainder of its life. 
After a two-year lapse, from 1951 to 1953, the January 1953 issue appeared. It 
reported:

After a lapse of 2 years, the Journal of the Creighton University School 
of Medicine is resuming publication . . .  The Editorial Committee is 
desirous of expressions as to the functions of the Journal from as 
many alumni as possible. These suggestions will serve as the basis 
for the preparation of future numbers of The Journal.169

As it happened, there were no future numbers. The 
Journal ceased to be published, possibly from lack of 
interest or finances.

The Creighton University Health Science News began 
publication in February 1980. This ongoing quarterly 

First Paper for the ^dicaFSchool Mates Debut newspaper, though not a publication of the School of
Medicine, informs the Creighton community of events 
pertinent to the Health Science schools on the Creighton 
campus.

Medical Student Newspapers -  There have been two 
newspapers prepared and published by Creighton medi
cal students. The first 
was named The Beat and 

began in October 1967. Arrhythmia began publica
tion in November 1970, changed to a magazine 
format in 1979, then went to a more abbreviated 
newsletter layout. It lasted at least through the 
1985 school year, but is not currently published.

Medical Student Yearbooks - Two classes of 
medical students are known to have published 
yearbooks or senior annuals. The first publication 
known is The John A. Creighton Medical College 
Senior Annual of 1904. The other is MD Creighton 
by the class of 1973.

The 1904 volume is quite personal, contain
ing among the more serious articles a class poem 
and a class prognosis. Both of these poke fun at 
class members by name. For example, a section of 
the class poem referring to Frederick A. Nelson,
M.D. 1904, reads:

Hostages Taken at Creighton

Dad Nelson, elderly, but sprightly,
On whom his ban of years rests lightly,
Advances with voluptuous, sylph-like grace,
And the hairs upon his head 
Are outnumbered, it is said,
Ten to one by those that grace his grotesque face.170
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The Class Prognosis predicts the following in reference to David A. Hewitt, 
M.D. 1904:

Hewitt will dauntlessly plunge into the shackles of matrimony. He 
will be an indulgent husband and a numerous father. He will kiss 
his wife every time he goes out, and the hired girl every time his 
wife goes out.171

MD 1973 was the initiative of James M. Carlson (M.D. 1973), who began 
recording his medical school experience in photographs from his first day as a 
freshman. In the hundreds of photos and the engaging text accompanying them, he 
captured the essence of the four-year adventure that was medical school, specifically 
medical school at Creighton.

The Caducean Society
The Caducean Society was an organization whose 

purpose was to cultivate an interest in the history of 
medicine. Named after the caduceus, the symbol of 
physicians, it was founded by Dr. Charles M. Wilhelmj in 
1931, who served as its first moderator. It also placed 
emphasis on appreciation of cultural pursuits such as art, 
music and literature. In 1939 it became affiliated with The 
American Association for the History of Medicine, be
coming "the only one of its kind in the middle West," 
according to the Blue Jay.172 It also had affiliation with The 
American Association for the Advancement of Science.

At meetings, papers of historical interest were pre
sented and speakers were featured. Membership re
quirements apparently changed with time. In 1935 mem
bership was limited to thirty, who were included by 
invitation only.173 In 1943 students who desired membership had to research and 
present to the Society a paper of suitable topic.174 By 1955 The Bulletin noted that 
membership was open to anyone interested.175

The Society was allowed to lapse during World War II and lost its affiliation 
with the American Association of the History of Medicine. This was rectified in 
February 1947 when the Society was revived and reorganized.

The duration of this revival is unknown, but The Creightonian in January 1954 
announced that the Caducean Society had been revived the previous year, 1953, and " 
was again trying to reestablish itself with the national group.176 This second attempt 
at revitalization also must have failed, for after a reference to the organization in a 
September 1955 Bulletin, nothing more is heard about the group.

Journal/Study Clubs
Part of the medical school experience for many has been membership in one 

of the groups that have been organized to delve deeper into some aspect of the study 
of medicine. Meetings of such groups generally featured speakers, films, discus
sions and reports of journal research. Sometimes socializing over a meal or 
refreshments was included. Thus, students could gain medical knowledge and 
professional contacts in a relaxed, informal atmosphere.

The Caducean Society, early 1930's. Standing, left to right: 
Frank E. Lipp (M.D. 1934); George S. Campion (M.D. 1934); 
Abe C. Fellman (M.D. 1933); John H. Beckley (M.D. 1934); 
Joseph W. King (M.D. 1935); John J. Murphy (M.D. 1934); 
James A. Smrha (M.D. 1934); Daniel C. McDonald (M.D. 
1934); John A. Driscoll (M.D. 1934); Daniel N. Buxkley (M.D. 
1934). Sitting: John R. Flynn (M.D. 1934); Arthur J. Smith 
(M.D. 1934); Morris R. Blacker (M.D. 1934); Anthony E. 
Allegrini (M.D. 1934); John M. Nagle (M.D. 1934); Oscar G. 
Benson (M.D. 1935) and Emory J. Bourdeau (M.D. 1934).
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Specific information has been found on a handful 
of these groups. No doubt many more are not included 
here, due to lack of published or reported information.

The Creighton Medical Society, extant in 1904, was 
formed to bring together students and eminent leaders in 
medicine and surgery. It met monthly "for intellectual 
gymnastics and also for recreation/'177, and at these meet
ings original papers were read and discussed, and up
dates on faculty research were presented. In 1904 there 
were thirty-two members led by six student officers, one 
of which was a Mascot. It is not known how long the 
Society functioned.

The Medical Forum was orga
nized in 1934 "for the purpose of 
discussing the social, economic and 
ethical problems in their relation to 
medicine."178 The group, sponsored 
by the School of Medicine Regent, 
held meetings every other week in 
the evening on some topics that 
sound surprisingly current even to
day. State Medicine was debated at 
one meeting, followed by a discus
sion of Sterilization the next. The 
Medical Forum existed at least 
through the 1941 school year, with meetings alternating among the Phi Rho, Phi Beta 
and Phi Chi fraternity houses.179

The Obstetrical and Gynecological Society was a group 
active in the late 1930's and early 1940's. In 1941 its twin 
purposes were identified: "to foster interest in the studies 
of obstetrics and gynecologics and to encourage addi
tional research of new developments in these spheres."180 
In addition, it served as a preparation for students in the 
correct manner of presenting scientific papers. The Dr. 
Frank Murphy Prize was given annually to the student 
presenting the best paper. In 1941 there were thirty-eight 
members.

The Journal Club, meeting at noon on Fridays, was 
organized in early 1939. After a twenty-minute luncheon, 
the remainder of each meeting was devoted to a discus
sion of current literature of scientific significance. Faculty 
speakers were planned for the group as well. It is not 

known how long this group continued its meetings.181
The Surgical Society was organized in January 1940 to give students a greater 

background in the surgical field. The group, which grew to include eighty-five 
members in the first year of its existence, held monthly meetings at which journal 
reviews and discussions were held. Films of actual operations were shown. Faculty 
surgeons headed the programs. The size of the group is even more significant when 
it is noted that eligibility was limited to medical juniors and seniors.182

The Obstetrical and Gynecological Society, 1938. Top row: 
John L. Vaught (M.D. 1938); D. E. Baca (M.D. 1939); Frank V. 
Colombo (M.D. 1938). Bottom: Dr. F. P. Murphy; Frances M. 
McKay (M.D. 1938); Edward T. Byrne (M.D. 1938).

The Medical Forum, 1934. Top, left to right: Loren E. Collins 
(M.D. 1934); James A. Smrha (M.D. 1934); J. G. Arnold (M.D. 
1935); Hubert F. Green (M.D. 1934); Harry D. Williams (M.D. 
1934) and William J. Duggan (M.D. 1935). Bottom: Morris 
Lev (M.D. 1934); Anthony E. Allegrini (M.D. 1934); John J. 
Murphy (M.D. 1934); John H. Beckley (M.D. 1934) and Frank 
E. Lipp (M.D. 1934).
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The OB/GYN Journal Club had its beginnings in July 
1947, with Drs. Thomas H. Foley (M.D. 1940) and W. Riley 
Kovar (M.D. 1935). These two residents decided that an 
official means was needed to keep current with OB/GYN 
literature. Monthly meetings were begun on Saturday 
mornings at 8:00 A.M. in St. Joseph's Hospital. Even after 
combined meetings with University of Nebraska resi
dents were instituted, attendance was low. After decid
ing the meeting time was their problem, Dr. Maurice 
Grier (M.D. 1917), Department Chairman of OB/GYN, 
moved these gatherings to his home at 8:00 P.M.

Since Dr. Grier conducted a large private practice in addition to his duties as 
head of the Department, the start of many meetings at his home was delayed. "The 
residents and staff did not complain," it seems, "since Dr. Grier had a well-stocked 
open bar on a self-serve basis. This tradition established the social hour."183 The 
business of journal reviews at these meetings usually didn't get underway until 9:00, 
and lasted until midnight or later, after which Mrs. Grier treated those present to a 
large snack.

It was decided after some time that these meetings were an imposition on the 
Griers, so a new protocol was established. Meetings were rotated among the homes 
of OB/GYN staff members, consisting of a 6:30 social hour, followed by dinner and 
then the literature review, ending at about 10:00. Dr. Kovar noted:

This worked for a while until it was noticed that the dinner 
prepared by each hostess became more elaborate. It appeared as 
though the Journal Club was becoming a social event along with a 
cooking contest between the various hostesses. This most 
pleasurable protocol came to an abrupt ending after one of the hosts 
served a 4 or 5 course Italian dinner and a different wine with each 
course. Current literature was presented by the residents to a very 
sleepy and uninterested group.184

Following this, a less elaborate ritual was begun, with meetings held first at the 
lounge of the St. Joseph Student Nurses' residence and later in the new St. Joseph

Hospital. Meetings are still held there monthly, since 
late 1990 minus a social hour, and are coordinated 
under the direction of Dr. Richard Perkins.185

The Medical Journal Club was begun by Dr. John 
"Dan" Egan in 1962, with meetings initially at his 
home. These two-hour weekly reviews of literature 
for residents and students have continued to the 
present. Meetings are currently held at the Veterans 
Administration Hospital.186 Dr. Michael R. Kelly 
(M.D. 1969), a faithful attendee of this club, recalled 
that he did not miss the journal club meeting, even on 
the night that his wife went into labor with their first 
child.187

Another study club originated and still con
ducted by Dr. Egan is The Harrison Club. Begun inDr. John "Dan" Egan.

The Surgical Society, 1938.
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1965, it reviews the popular textbook of medicine, section 
by section, with appropriate comments, elaboration, and 
insights by Dr. Egan. He noted that he attempts to make 
it a social event as well.188

Professional Societies
All Creighton medical students have belonged to 

the Creighton medical student government, which has 
elected class officers annually. In addition, other profes
sional societies have been available for students to join on 
an optional basis. Among them have been the American 
Medical Student Association (formerly the Student Ameri
can Medical Association),189 the Student National Medi
cal Association, whose goal was to aid both the minority 
population in health care and minority students aspiring 

to a medical career;190 and the Ameri
can Medical Women's Association 
(AMWA), a fairly recent campus 
addition.

Organizations for Spouses 
of Medical Students

From as early as 1934, an orga
nization composed of spouses of 
medical students has existed,191 in 
addition to the wives' clubs affili
ated with each of the major medical 
fraternities. First called the Creigh
ton Medical Students' Wives Club, 
then Med Wives, in 1960 the name 
was formally altered to the Creigh
ton Women's Auxiliary of the Student American Medical Association. Until recent 
times there were so few women medical students that an organization for spouses of 
students (translate men and women) was not thought necessary. It is only within the 
last several years that practice has caught up with reality, and the group's name 
became Medical Partners.

Medical school is time consuming and stressful, with its own lingo and its 
special set of pressures. Marriages and families are affected by the circumstances 
surrounding the medical student. Spouses' groups help by providing social 
activities and an opportunity to mingle and share concerns with others in the same 
situation.

The Creighton group has had a fluctuating history of activity, at times being 
very active, and at other times almost dying out. The 1940's through the 1960's 
witnessed the most organized functioning of the organization as changing societal 
conventions and expectations played a large role in the changing nature of the 
group. After the 1960's, women increasingly began to pursue their career aspira
tions through education and employment, and the time and need to participate in 
such functions decreased.

Preparing for the SMA "Come as a Disease" Party are, 
standing, left to right: Dr. Doberneck; Michael Stek (M.D. 
1969) and Dr. David Bean. Seated is Don Snider (M.D. 1969).

Student American Medical Association Officers, 1967. Front 
from left: Jim Keefe (M.D. 1969), Vice President; Mrs. 
Raymond F. Kostin; Dennis Jones (M.D. 1970), Treasurer. 
Back: Raymond Kostin (M.D. 1969), President; J. Anastos 
Kayiatos, Secretary.
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In its heyday, the highlight of the year for the Med Wives was its annual Benefit 
Ball, which began in 1934, the year of the group's inception. Held in February or 
March of every year, it was usually a formal affair, whose proceeds were donated 
to the School for clinic equipment or for the building fund. There are records of the 
dance as late as 1970. Frequently the annual affair had a colorful theme, such as 
"Circus Daze" in 1956, "Moonlight and Roses" in 1967 and "Arabian Nights" in 
1970.192

Medical students who have reigned as King or Queen Creighton include: Frank Mork (M.D. 1929); Mary Fochtman (M.D. 
1932); Robert C. Mugan (M.D. 1938); Richard Lillard (M.D. 1953); Delwyn "Smiley" Nagengast (M.D. 1956) and Ronald J. 
Ignelzi (M.D. 1966).

Other activities through the years have included bake sales, weekly visits to 
nursing homes, an annual Christmas party for underprivileged children, style 
shows, and the printing of directories and calendars of events for the School of 
Medicine. Of course, there have been many strictly social events -  card parties, 
dinners, picnics, barbecues and the like.193

In very recent times, the group was allowed to lapse in all but name until about 
1989. At this point, a revitalization initiative was undertaken by Liz Havlicek, wife 
of Russ, a medical student. She said that on a very informal basis, the group has 
aided in orientation activities for new students' spouses, conducting small social 
functions to provide friendship and positive encouragement to those in the medical 
school adventure with their partners.194
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Other Organized Student Activities
Records indicate that medical students, despite their 

hectic schedules, have managed to involve themselves in 
a variety of other organized special interest groups. 
Among the most interesting are the following:

Dancing has been a draw for many medical stu
dents. As early as 1903, references are found to The 
Creighton Medical Dancing Club, which met monthly. 
The Creighton Medical College Bidletin of November 1903 
touts the monthly gatherings as a good way to mingle 
with girls and to develop social poise:

There is not one among us who does not enjoy the society of the fair 
sex. Our work in school and out of school tends to promote 
seclusion. Our society is mostly that of "the boys." We are prone 
to become a little careless in our dress, our expressions, and our 
habits. Most of us need a wee bit of feminine association to polish 
up our harsh edges and soften the roughness. The too-strict 
adherence to study and the isolation it engenders should be 
interrupted occasionally. One night in the month is none too much 
for a good and gentle invigoration.195

Although this 1903 volume 
complained that more students 
needed to attend the dances, a report 
on the Club's first dance of the 1910 
season demonstrated that the atten
dance problem had been solved. The 
October 17,1910, dance at Chamber's 
Dancing Academy had 100 couples 
in attendance.196 It is not known how 
long this club functioned, but refer
ences are found as late as November 
1913.197

In 1939 a more ambitious ap
proach was taken, when an all-Uni- 
versity dance was attempted.

For the first time in the history of Creighton the School of Medicine 
will sponsor a dance... "We are going to make this dance another 
top-notcher on the bill-of-fare for Creighton University," stated 
Gilmore [William Gilmore, M.D. 1940]. "We want this dance to 
become a yearly affair. For a long time the school of medicine has 
never attempted to give a dance, and because we are breaking this 
practice, we shall need all the help we can get."198

Perhaps they didn't get enough help, for there are no further references to this dance, 
annual or otherwise.
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A Mission Unit was formed in 1932 at the School of Medicine, complete with 
elected officers. Its purpose was to increase knowledge of the foreign Catholic 
missions and their needs, and to aid their cause through prayer and fundraising.199

A Medical Debating Team was active in 
the early 1930's, arguing against a team from 
the Law School. The debate topics include: "Is 
the average citizen qualified morally to be
come a lawyer or a doctor?" and, especially 
provocative, "Does medicine or law require 
the higher character?" According to The 
Creightonian in 1932, the debates were played 
out before capacity audiences in the Univer
sity auditorium.200

Beginning in 1985, the School of Medi
cine, along with St. Joseph Hospital, spon
sored annualMake-A-Wish Runs, as fund rais
ers for the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Ne
braska. This non-profit organization is dedi
cated to granting the wishes of terminally ill 
children. The runs require entry fees from 
participants, which are donated so that chil
dren with life-threatening diseases can achieve a dream come true. From a small 
start, entrants have increased to over 1,000 each year, making the run a major 
funding source for this organization.201

Other organizations for medical students that are currently active on campus 
include the Christian Medical/Dental Society; the Simon L. Moskowitz Family 
Practice Club; the St. George Society, which is affiliated with the American Cancer 
Society and which, together with its University of Nebraska Medical Center coun
terpart, hosts an annual symposium on cancer; and the Military Medical Student 
Association. The latter was begun in 1989 by Steve Grosso (M.D. 1991) and is 
composed of about 45 medical students on scholarships from the Army, Navy and 
Air Force. Its purpose is to develop lines of communication within the military 
medical student community and to serve as a practical information source for 
military medical students in such matters as pay, benefits, residencies, paperwork, 
and other matters of concern to these students.202

There are other formal and informal groups, past and present. Many medical 
specialty organizations seek student members and various ad hoc groups are 
formed to plan special events. It should continue thus for years to come.

J. Raymond Johnson, Ph.D., enjoying a fraternity party. (Courtesy Marian 
Rickert.)
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Memories

The Creighton School of Medicine is now 100 years old. The history of these 
years has been detailed in the first section of this book, and for the most part, it 
involves serious business such as buildings, curriculum, tuition, administrative 
changes, entrance requirements, and so forth. All of these things are important parts 
of the history of a medical school, and must be told.

But there is so much more. At the heart of any medical school, giving it its 
character, its spirit, its very essence, are the people who walk its halls as students, 
the people who impart medical knowledge as teachers, the people in need of help 
as patients. And where there are people, there are stories, some funny, some sad, 
some ironic. Those who have been associated with the School of Medicine will 
remember such stories and the persons who helped shape their lives and experi
ences at the School.

Many of these memories and stories are transitory. Unless captured for 
posterity, they will die. None of these anecdotes are significant in the broad sense, 
and few will mean much to anyone not associated with the School of Medicine or 
Creighton in some way. Yet they also represent a history, a more personal, selective 
history, of the School of Medicine.

This segment of the book will relate, in anecdotal fashion, such stories and 
memories. A few will trigger emotional responses, as long forgotten events are 
evoked. They are repeated as faithfully as possible to the manner in which they were 
related, with some editing for clarity (and, in a few instances, for propriety). 
Veracity is assumed on the part of the story tellers, with some allowances made for 
the passage of time.

Thanks, Creighton
Willis Leo “Mike” Herbert (M.D. 1929): "The years 
have passed. I am approaching my 88th birthday. In 
the beginning not knowing I was a depressive (many 
a low period I had) and with limited financial backing 
and average intelligence, I was fortunate to be ac
cepted by Creighton University Medical School.

I survived and received my M.D. degree in 1929,1 
believe, because of the Creighton Spirit, which is 
humane. So, I'm taking this opportunity to give my 
thanks to Creighton University Medical School . . . 
My closing wish: 'God bless Creighton University 
Medical School and preserve its spirit, which was 
'Encourage and Inspire!'" (Letter dated June 18,1990)

James F. Kennedy (M.D. 1935): "Now it is 1990 and fifty-five years have passed 
b y . . .  Almost monthly the name of a classmate will appear in the obituary column 
of the Journal of the American Medical Association. No wonder, for even those of us 
who graduated at twenty-two years of age are now approaching eighty. But 
regardless of our ultimate fate I will always cherish Creighton Medical School, its 
devoted faculty, and the opportunity it gave me to enter the fascinating field of 
medicine." (Letter dated September 29,1990)
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Joseph E. Sobota (M.D. 1939): Now that we are in 
the autumn years of our lives, we reflect upon the 
many Jesuit teachings: honesty, moral ethics, sincer
ity of purpose, charity and respect for the needy. I am 
certain that their teachings had a positive effect on 
our lives. I feel privileged and proud to have had the 
opportunity to attend Creighton University." (Letter 
dated January 9,1990)

Arthur Gore (M.D. 1940): "I am very proud to be a 
Creighton medical graduate. We Creighton doctors 
are becoming more well-known all over the world." 
(Letter dated June 4,1990)

John William Vincent (M.D. 1944): "Creighton 
University and my peers stimulated me to exploit my 
potential capabilities, which stimulus was transmit
ted to my children." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

Larry E. Williams (M.D. 1952): "[I] have fond
memories of all of my classmates. It is difficult to 
believe those four years in medical school went by so 
fast. It is good to remember the many professors who 
worked as hard as we did to get us educated and 
graduated.. .  The most wonderful thing about medi
cal school was all of the wonderful people one met 
and shared one's life with." (Graduate Question
naire, 1990)

James John Shea (M.D. 1957): "Am very grateful for the education in both morals 
and medicine given by Creighton and hope to make a significant bequest for the 
medical school." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

F. Daniel Foley (M.D. 1959): "I pray before every procedure I do now, although 
they're all minor and diagnostic, and am never disappointed. Creighton taught me 
the prayer part." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

Peter DeMarco (M.D. 1962): "It was only when I 
interned at Los Angeles County in Torrance, Califor
nia, that I realized how good the education at Creigh
ton had been, so I say thanks very much to Creigh
ton." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

Robert William Kenton (M.D. 1974): "Hookback on 
my Creighton experience as altogether pleasant. As 
a native Californian, I held, for the four years at 
Creighton and a short time thereafter, a tremendous 
grudge against the U.C. system, that they did not 
accept me to a U.C. medical school. When I returned 
to California for my internship and residency, I real-

406



Chapter XVIII

ized that my Creighton training made me at least as prepared as the U.C. graduates, 
and better than many! Being at Creighton also forced me to get out of my California 
'shell' and see another part of the country, and meet and become friends with guys 
from virtually every other state in the Union." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

Stephen Alan Straubing (M.D. 1976): "I am very 
appreciative of the great teaching I got from so many 
people at Creighton University. I often compare my 
education with what I see students at the University 
of Cincinnati receiving. Although U.C. is a fine 
medical school, I still see my medical school years as 
being far superior." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

Changing Times
-  The following recollections were compiled 

by Sister M. Edwarda Fitzpatrick, O.S.F., for the 1933 
Golden Jubilee celebration of Sister Cosma at St.
Joseph's Hospital. Sister Edwarda came to the hos
pital in 1891 and in 1901 was one of the first thirteen 
graduates of its original School of Nursing. She served as superintendent of the 
School of Nursing from 1901-1903 and as a registered nurse, pharmacist and medical 
records librarian for over forty years. Her recollections are among the earliest 
personal accounts of St. Joseph Hospital.

"I arrived at the old St. Joseph Hospital the night of October 5, 1891. Sister 
Agnes accompanied me from Columbus, it was all so strange to me.

Next day I was assigned to the Drug Room with Sister Cosma. It was a small 
room near the entrance. There was no sink or running water. It had a short counter 
and two scales, old fashioned . . .

There was only one telephone in the hospital and that was on the wall in the 
Drug Room. All calls coming to or from the hospital were put through by Sister 
Cosma. . .  This phone was an ancient type, you took the receiver from the hook and 
turned the crank until the operator asked 'Number please?' Then we would 
continue to turn the crank until we got our party.

It was my duty to clean the operating room and put away the wash or laundry. 
There were no towels marked for the operating room. The towels that were sent to

Drug Room, early St. Joseph's Hospital. (Courtesy St. Joseph 
Hospital Historical Society.)

the operating room from the laundry were all the old torn 
towels they could not use in any other part of the hospital.

There was no sterilizer of any kind. Water was 
heated on the kitchen stove, and cold water used from the 
tap.

We made absorbent gauze from unbleached cheese
cloth by washing it a few times and drying it out on the 
grass. Then it was cut up in lengths from two to five 
yards, and we medicated it by soaking it in a solution of 
Bichloride 1-1000 or carbolic acid 2%. Then we put it in 
glass jars.

Instruments were washed in laundry soap and water 
and put in cases. The amputation sets were leather boxes 
lined with purple velvet. Needles were strung through

Stephen Alan Straubing (M.D. 1976).
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flannel. Sutures were prepared from the cat-gut by rolling it on something stiff after 
soaking it for days in chromic acid or alcohol. Black sutures were made from linen 
sewing thread or horse hair with little or no preparation.

The operating room was small, no larger than 15 by 20 feet. It had one door and 
one window, painted a sort of blue-gray. It was lighted only by a gas flame. The 
operating table was made of wood with drawers beneath where instruments were 
also kept loose.

One operation I remember and heard the doctors talk of in later years was to 
be the first aseptic operation. One day two doctors came in the Drug Room. I, being 
a young postulant, always had to leave the room when a doctor came in and not 
return until they left.

When I returned Sisters Cosma and Henerica looked so serious and excited 
and were saying, 'My -  are they losing their minds? What a funny idea! Who ever 
heard the like/ etc., etc. They talked on and on until finally one said, 'Well, if they 
want it, we will have to do it.'

They turned to me and said I should soak two dozen towels in a solution of 
Bichloride 1-1000 and hang them up to dry. I did so, hanging them all over the 
benches and any place that would hold one. When they were dry, I folded and 
stacked them but did not know why.

The following day they amputated a leg, and did not remove the dressing for 
a week or so. When they took off the dressing it was healed. I remember the 
excitement; the doctors stood around and told every doctor that came in the result. 
They [the other doctors] said, 'My, what FOOLS you are, don't you know it will 
break out in some other part of the body?' Finally they took off the dressings and 
probed the healed space and it was infected. All were satisfied when they had 
laudable pus.

There was little absorbent cotton and even cotton batting for splints. They used 
oakum, a wood fibre, for splints and packing. It was used one time after another with 
no way of cleaning it. Sawdust was also used in fracture boxes.

Linen from the used-up sisters' head dresses was cut into squares and used for 
eye cases . . .

Leeches were kept in the drug room. A blood-letting apparatus 
was used often, a small square with cutting knives on one side and 
operated by a spring. This was only washed and dried after using to 
keep it from rusting.

Laundry was done by steam boiler but mostly by hand and hung 
out of doors. St. Joseph had a mangle, one with a long, large wooden 
roller. Into this the sisters packed the linen, sheets, pillow cases and 
towels, one over the other, then set it to rolling under pressure. It did 
good work unless a wrinkle got started, then the whole thing was 
wrinkled." (". . . and Surgery by Gaslight," A Century of Service:
Creighton Memorial St. Joseph Hospital, 1870-1970 (Brochure courtesy 
Creighton University Archives.)

-  Dr. John Prentiss Lord, Dean of the School briefly at the turn of 
the century, shared this story and its moral with students in The John A.
Creighton Medical School Senior Annual of 1904:

"One day, during the first years of my practice in an Illinois small 
town, as I was sitting on the porch of the elevator discussing the 
prospects of Jas. G. Blaine (on whom I subsequently lost my first vote for
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President), I was accosted by a lanky, bewhiskered, long-haired Norwegian with 
exopthalmic eyes. He was astride an ordinary farm horse, with a grain sack partially 
filled with hay to ameliorate that fence board effect. I was ready to acknowledge that 
I was "Docter Lort." He said, "I vant eyo geo bi Peter Halle, see he girl. I tank he gette 
on he lung Ai vant eyo goo purty shoot. Ai tank he go die."

Peter Hall was a prominent farmer and an influential member of the Norwe
gian settlement. This was my coveted opportunity to obtain their favor. I found a 
big, overgrown Scandahovian damsel, sprawled and kicking across a bed, her 
ample breasts bare, her legs likewise; several young fellows were doing their best to 
control her. The household and the neighbors were in a panic of excitement, 
expecting her to die from her unusual suffering. Order and confidence were soon 
restored. An examination revealed no pulmonary or other disease. It was nothing 
but hysteria. This I explained as well as I could, but it could not be comprehended 
by these people.

One night at a later date, it suited her convenience for a little scare. I was called 
about two o'clock in the morning, with a most urgent request to get there immedi
ately. The roads were of the kind furnished by the fertile prairies of Illinois in the 
month of March, when a man on a load of hay is in some danger of being submerged. 
Six miles in a half hour rendered my sorrel mare a veritable cloud of steam. The chill 
of the night during my prolonged visit foundered the mare. After a week's service 
and the girl uncured, I was replaced by a famous quack from a neighboring city who 
visited her daily at $25.00 per visit. After being smelled and tasted, my medicine was

thrown out the window, with the posi
tive statement that in three hours 
longer she would have been dead or a 
subject for the insane asylum. My bill 
of $28.00 for services rendered the 
neice of Peter Halle was repudiated 
by Peter and ignored by the girl. The 
quack's bill had been previously guar
anteed by the aforesaid Peter and 
nearly $200.00 was paid.

Thereafter I never drove the tail off my horse, and I do not recall in my 
experience any one having died because I did not get to them fifteen minutes earlier. 
It would be a rare patient who would willingly pay for a ruined horse. Due 
promptness in responding to calls is proper, but undue haste seldom necessary.

Doctors with more regard for dollars than professional standing will choose 
the methods of this unprofessional, and while the quack may make his "scoops," to 
use the reporter's expression, he is short-lived in a community. The honest, pains
taking, careful and reliable physician can live in a community as long as he cares to, 
has the almost universal respect and confidence of the community, and his financial 
reward will be ample, in the end usually exceeding that of the unprofessonal and 
dishonest." (John Prentiss Lord, M.D., "Early Experiences," The John A. Creighton 
Medical College Senior Annual, 1904, p. 22.)

-  Dr. Edmond Walsh (M.D. 1930) tells a story related to him by a friend, Dr. 
Warren Thompson (M.D. 1909). Dr. Thompson was called upon to do a consultation 
in a small town in South Dakota around the year 1919. All he knew before leaving 
for South Dakota was that the patient was having bad headaches. He took with him
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his microscope, a couple of spinal needles, a little novocaine, some slides and some 
stain for his microscope. He did a puncture on the patient (on the dining room table), 
collected some fluid, 
stained it on the mi
croscope and it clearly 
demonstrated menin
gococcus -  the diag
nosis was evident! The 
attending was so im
pressed that he called 
his physician friends 
from many of the small 
surrounding towns, 
who came to meet Dr.
Thompson. Many of 
them had never seen a 
microscope. (Audio- 
tape Interview)

-  "Everything old is new again," the line of a once-popular song, seems to fit 
the spirit of the following, noted under "Medical School Happenings," in a February 
1921 Creighton Chronicle: "The first incident of the revival of the ancient Blue Laws 
in the school was noticed in the recent announcement that smoking is forbidden 
around the building. Apparently no effort is to be made to enforce the other 
provisions of these laws and prohibit Sunday work on our studies." ("University 
Notes," The Creighton Chronicle February 1921, p. 247.)

-  Advertisement appearing in a 1921 Omaha Bee, quoted in The Creighton 
Chronicle: " FOR RENT: Two connecting, well-furnished bedrooms, steam heated; 
suitable for two gentlemen or four medical students. Call Ty. 17764." ("University 
Notes," The Creighton Chronicle February 1921, p. 247.)

-  From Willis "Mike" Herbert, M.D. 1929: "In 
1923, Frank Mork and I, both from Minneapolis, were 
registering for premedic at Creighton. Mork, a Nor
wegian Lutheran, asked me, an Irish Catholic, about 
answering the religious question. I answered, Tut 
Lutheran/ He said, 'Maybe it would be better to be 
Catholic here.' He wrote [on the application form! 
'Catholic.'

Father Grace, then Dean of Men, when checking 
on Mork, found he wasn't attending Mass, Chapel or 
religious classes. Confronting Mork, he wanted to 
know why. Mork stated, 'I'm not Catholic.' Father 
Grace said, 'You registered as a Catholic.' Mork said, 
'Herbert told me I would be wise to write Catholic'. 
Father Grace accepted the explanation, after a lecture 
on honesty."

Frank Mork (M.D. 1929).

Warren Thompson (M.D. 1909). Edmond Walsh (M.D. 1930).
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On the porch of "Miss Don's." Clarence S. Moran (M.D. 
1928) second from left. (Courtesy Mrs. Clarence S. Moran.)

Creighton students at the boarding house of Miss Anna 
Donahue ("Miss Don"), 2710 California. The 1928 Creighton 
Bluejay labeled this the "2710 Club" and included it under 
campus organizations. It said the house had "become 
famous as the rendezvous of Creighton scholars, artists, 
debators and editors."

-  Dr. Clarence S. Moran (M.D. 1928) tells of "Miss 
Don's Boarding House" for Creighton students at 2710 
California, run by Miss Donohue. She was a retired 
cosmetic saleswoman, a small but robust woman who 
devoted herself entirely to cooking. Twenty-five or 
twenty-six boys stayed there at a time, many of them 
medical students. Eight worked in the kitchen. (Dr. 
Moran worked in the kitchen for two years.)

At 6:00 P.M. promptly, the first table was served 
with huge platters of food. You couldn't sit around 
visiting, for plates were whisked away and cleaned as 
quickly as they could be, for at 6:30 P.M., the second table 
of boys sat down for their meal. By 7:00 P.M. the table was 
reset for the morning meal, and the kitchen was clean. 
"We had first-class food... men are still talking about that 
wonderful food. That was quite a famous boarding 
house." Dr. Moran especially remembers the whipped 
cream desserts. "I know, I whipped all that cream my
self!" (Audiotape Interview, September 12,1989)

-  Dr. John Gatewood (M.D. 1933) recalled that, 
coming from a rural background, he had raised a litter of 
pigs that won championships at the Burt County, Cuming 
County and Nebraska State Fairs. During his freshman 
year, an auctioneer stopped in to tell him that one of his 
pigs had sold for $850. While thrilled with the windfall, 
he recalls being embarrased. "I didn't want to be talking 
about pigs there in the city." (Audiotape Interview, Janu
ary 11,1990)

-  Dr. Werner Jensen (M.D. 1932) recalled play
ing basketball for Creighton as a freshman and sopho
more in medical school, which is not allowed today. 
"I was about 6'6 1/2", one of the tallest basketball 
players in the country at that tim e... Today I would 

be short." (Audiotape Interview, January 
18,1990)

Dr. Arnold Lempka (M.D. 1941) re
members Dr. Jensen and his basketball
playing days. He says that Dr. Jensen "was 
about 6' 5", the tallest person in the world!" 
(Audiotape Interview, December 4,1989)

Werner "Brud" Jensen (M.D. 1932) in 
his basketball days while attending 
medical school.

Arnold Lempka (M.D. 1941).

-  Dr. Arnold Lempka also remem
bers enrolling for his premedical studies at
Creighton in June 1934, weeks after school was recessed for the summer. 
He walked through a deserted Administration Building and could find no 
one from whom to even ask directions. Finally he came upon a man in 
overalls out back, mowing the lawn with an old rotary push lawn mower.

411



Memories

The man directed Lempka to wait in the President's office. A few minutes later, the 
same man welcomed Lempka to Creighton University -  he was the President. 
(Audiotape Interview, December 4,1989)

-  Dr. John Patrick McDermott (M.D. 1935) 
shares memories of his class: "Only a few were 
married; one young lady in class; very few had cars; 
can remember hocking my watch several times for a 
few dollars; A.M. meal [cost] 10 cents; lunch [cost] 25 
cents; P.M. meal [cost] 35 cents; sent laundry home." 
(Graduate Questionnaire, (1990)

-  Dr. Joseph E. Sobota (M.D. 1939) started his 
medical education in 1934, but due to the fact that the 
Depression was raging, stayed out of school for one 
year from 1935-36 to earn money. He returned that 
fall, graduating in 1939. He recalls vividly the eco
nomics of the time, saying that when people asked

him, "Don't you worry about money?" he replied, "No, I don't have any."
He recalled that as an intern at St. Joseph Hospital from 1939 to 1940, those 

serving in this capacity had their own dining room. There they were given a special, 
fancier noon meal on Sundays, then the evening meal was kept simple, often 
sausages and a bottle of Falstaff beer. Dr. Sobota said that some "who had the shorts" 
would take their beer bottles across the street to redeem them for two cents per 
bottle, so as to be able to buy car checks (tokens) to get where they needed to go.

He also recalls the interns' pay as being $25.00 per month. The intern got to 
keep $20.00, and $5.00 was kept by the hospital. This was saved for the intern for the 
purchase of a suit of clothing upon completion of the internship, so that in his new, 
higher status in the world, the Doctor would have at least one good outfit.

Dr. Sobota also recalled that the Sister who ran the gift shop at St. Joseph's "out 
of a basement closet" often gave students and interns candy bars on credit. 
(Telephone Interview, June 5,1990)

-  Dr. James E. Cashman (M.D. 1938) remembers seeing a fellow student, 
Joseph Sobota (M.D. 1939), sleeping in the Phi Chi dormitory with a true bearskin 
long overcoat for cover (especially during the winter) and catching a ride from the 
Phi Chi house to the Medical School with Frank Columbo (M.D. 1938) in his Packard 
automobile. "What a ride." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. James F. Kennedy (M.D. 1935) also recalled the rigors of the Depression:
"The Depression had not hit our part of the country in all its fury but the impact

came home to me in October 1931 when our bank in Alliance closed its doors. I had 
planned to buy a suit and overcoat in Omaha that fall but put it off, the weather was 
so warm. As things turned out, the purchase of the suit and overcoat was 
permanently cancelled. From then on the gloom of the Depression was our constant 
companion.

Getting enough to eat often posed a problem although prices were low. 
Henshaw's Cafeteria offered 'all you can eat' for 29 cents. A small cafeteria in the 
basement of the school was run by a husband and wife team, a most compassionate

John Patrick McDermott (M.D. 1935).
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pair who made the noon hour a highlight of the day. Bridge games were popular 
during the lunch hour, and almost everyone smoked cigarettes. 'More Doctors 
Smoke Camels Than Any Other Cigarette' was the message in magazines, which 
was written under a full-page picture of a group of doctors, sitting in a staff room, 
each with a cigarette in his hand.

Regarding methods of surviving physically, there were many varieties, largely 
dependent on resources from home. One very fortunate group of students lived at 
the Knights of Columbus Club where they had private rooms, a fine dining room 
and access to swimming and a gymnasium.

On the other end of the scale were those who 
had to hold some type of outside job to make ends 
meet. Some had lowly jobs as bus boys in cafeterias, 
dishwashers, night clerks in hotels, switch board 
operators, or chauffeurs. My best break came from a 
couple named Dolen who lived in the Benson area.
Roy Dolen was a conductor on the railroad and away 
from home much of the time. His wife, home alone 
during his absences, was constantly afraid of bur
glars, so they offered a room and Sunday meals to a 
student. This was a godsend to me for it provided 
physical comfort in a good Catholic household. I 
lived with the Dolens for two years, commuting by 
street car.

To receive two meals a day, I also had a job washing dishes in a tavern on 
Harney street; this was a joint run by two ex-cops whose clientele was made up 
mostly of Omaha's 'finest' plus many Damon Runyon types. It was possible to get 
a shot or shots of booze at the bar though this was still Prohibition time. My hours 
were from 5:00 to closing, usually around 8:30, week days only. For this I was 
permitted to take my noon meal there and get my evening meal, cooked to my taste, 
after closing. A wonderful little man was the cook. He took a special interest in my 
welfare and prepared many a steak for me.

During my senior year, 1934, the Depression was at its worst and money from 
home scarce. Through Con Heafey, the mortician, I was able to get directed to a 
wholesale casket company just off Turner Boulevard on Harney Street. They were 
looking for a student to live there and take telephone messages during the night. 
They offered a nice apartment with amenities. I was able to recruit another student 
to share this windfall, and he, Bill Dwyer, was desperately short of cash too.

My big break came later that fall when I was appointed one of the Junior Interns 
at the Douglas County Hospital. This provided board, room, and laundry -  real 
luxuries. Six of us from the class held these positions. The lucky ones were J.K. Burns 
from Spokane, Bill Duggan from San Francisco, John Grayson from Philadelphia, 
Arnold Peter from Omaha, Rex Finegan from Hyannis, Nebraska, and me from 
Alliance, Nebraska. J.K. Burns had a Chevrolet coupe with a rumble seat, and that 
provided our transportation between the school and the hospital.

Our duties at the hospital were doing histories and physicals on the new 
admissions. My assignment was in the psychiatric department, quite an experience, 
for it was the dumping ground of the county and city. Alcoholics, drug addicts, 
senile dementias, schizophrenics, manic-depressives, and some who could not be
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classified wound up there. One of the prized returns was the privilege of doing 
spinal taps on each admission. I cringe now to recall the size of the needles used." 
(Letter dated September 29,1990)

Yoshihiko Fred Fujikawa (M.D. 1934).

-  Yoshihiko Fred Fujikawa (M.D. 1934) recalls: 
"The class of 1934 went to medical school during the 
depths of the Great Depression. I remember when 
the banks all closed down and students were waving 
their allowance checks from home, asking for loans. 
All the boys carried sacks of Bull Durham tobacco to 
offer fellow students when they asked for a cigarette, 
keeping the packs well hidden." (Graduate Ques
tionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. Werner Jensen (M.D. 1932) recalled that 
during his premedical days, he had a job after school 
at the Brendon Jensen Paper Company. At 25 cents 
per hour, he made a higher wage than the average

laborer. Because he had such a good job, he almost didn't go on to medical school! 
(Audiotape Interview, January 18,1990)

-  Dr. Elinor Marsh (M.D. 1942) recalls how medical students were affected by 
the Depression and World War II:

"All those in school with me had to watch finances carefully. We could all tell 
of financial hardships our families went through to keep us in school -  losing houses, 
businesses and going into debt.

Many of the students were older, having worked for several years to earn 
money for school. Tuition was $300 a year. My father's salary at that time was $3,000 
a year. Salaries had not been raised from a 10 per cent cut in 1934. There were lab 
expenses, microscopes and books. Much juggling and borrowing went on for the 
required book checks.

However, there were many happy times. We 
liked school, our classmates and most of our profes
sors. We went to football games and basketball 
games, to the Mary Ann, Nalibows and Dundee Dell, 
where we drank beer for 10 cents because Cokes were 
15 cents, and we could dance all evening. There were 
many dances, shows were 40 cents, hamburgers a 
nickel. We even splurged after exams and went to a 
special restaurant for lunch. Three times a year for 
eating out was something. We were not the kind to 
study every minute and week-ends were fun.

Ours was the last class to have summer vaca
tions until after the War. From then on classes contin
ued year round. Most graduates during those years
went to service immediately after internships, some doing residences years later. It 
is still painful to think of those who died after years of sacrifices to finish Medical 
School." (Letter dated January 15,1990)

Elinor Marsh (M.D. 1942).
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-  Dr. Werner Jensen (M.D. 1932) recalls that 
one of the side jobs of Dr. Earl A. Connolly (M.D. 
1918), Professor of Surgery, was that of a company 
physician for Cudahy Packing Company. When Dr. 
Connolly was out of town, Dr. Jensen would fill in. 
He recalled that there was a metal rail on the ceiling 
on which meat was hung. When employees looked 
up, some got rust in their eyes from the metal railing, 
which had rusted with age. “We'd put drops of 
atropine, an anesthetic, into the eye. This would 
dilate the pupil and they wouldn't have any feeling. 
And then we'd take a scalpel and scrape the rust out, 
make a little deep ulcer, an opening in the eye. For
tunately I never went too deep. I was always scared 
some jelly would come out." (Audiotape Interview, 
January 18,1990)

Earl A. Connolly (M.D. 1918).

Henry T. Allingham (M.D. 1912).

-  Dr. Jensen also retold a story, told him by Dr. 
Henry T. Allingham (M.D. 1912). Dr. Allingham was 
the physician for the Fraternal Order of Eagles, for 
which he received $2.00 per year from each member. 
In return, he was to provide care when needed. One 
night about 2:00 A.M. a patient called, complaining 
of a sore back and wanting Dr. Allingham to make a 
house call. When asked how long his back had been 
bothering him, he replied, "About four months." Dr. 
Allingham prescribed aspirin and heat and advised 
the man to come to the office the next morning. The 
man became irate and insisted, "But I'm an Eagle!" 
Dr. Allingham said, "I don't give a hoot if you're a 
catfish, I'm not coming out!" (Audiotape Interview, 
January 18,1990)

-  Dr. Jensen himself served as a police surgeon in the 1930's. On one occasion, 
he was called to 6th & Pierce Streets in the middle of the night. A man had already 
been examined and pronounced dead by another 
physician (A Creighton physician, by the way). Dr.
Jensen pulled back the blanket which had been placed 
over the "corpse" and found the man was alive, 
reeking of alcohol. He was taken to the station and 
booked for being drunk. Dr. Jensen noted that as a 
possessor of a police badge, he could go to shows at 
the Paramount Theatre for free, while it cost his wife 
thirty cents. (Audiotape Interview, January 18,1990)

-  Home Call or Outcall was once a routine part 
of the clinical experience for all medical students. 
Some of these home calls included the delivery of a 
baby. Dr. Clarence Moran (M.D. 1928) remembers John A. Trautman (M.D. 1929).
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well the home deliveries during OB outcall. During the summer while most 
students went home, the Clinic and Outcall still operated, and this was a chance for 
underclassmen who stayed in town to get their OB experience. Dr. Moran remem
bers two underclassmen, John Trautman and Thomas McCurdy (both M.D. 1929) 
asking him to accompany them on their first home delivery, since he had had some 
OB experience.

When the call came, they piled into Johnny 
Trautman's Ford Roadster, which had only one 
full seat, plus a rumble seat. The underclass
men were keyed up since this was to be their 
first delivery, but everything went smoothly. 
On the way back, they were "feeling pretty 
proud of themselves" and comparing notes.

It seemed Johnny Trautman, as a Protes
tant engaged to a Catholic, was taking instruc
tions in Catholicism at the time, and with the 
zealousness of a convert, had taken this oppor
tunity to baptize the newborn baby. When he 
turned to his partner, McCurdy, and said 
proudly, "You know, I baptized the baby," 
McCurdy said,
"Why, so did I."

Dr. Moran noted, "That wasn't part of the Obstetrical 
procedure." He also seemed to remember that the 
family of the baby was probably Jewish. (Audiotape 
Interview, September 12,1989)

-  Dr. John Gatewood (M.D. 1933) recalls one of 
the house calls he made as a student. He and another 
student, not really knowing what to do, and not able 
to reach their advisor, literally "picked the woman 
up, put her in the car, and carried her in to St. Joe's."
Now, of course, a single call to 911 would be made 
instead. (Audiotape Interview, January 11, 1990)

John Gatewood (M.D. 1933).

John A. Trautman becomes the 14th member 
of the Creighton Athletic Hall of Fame in 
March 1980. Rev. Matthew E. Creighton on 
left, Dr. Trautman and Joseph L. Leahy, Jr., 
President of the Creighton Alumni 
Association.

Sebastian "Subby" Pirrucello with Sister M. Maur.

-  Sebastian "Subby" Pirrucello, 
in charge of the Pharmacy within 
the old Medical School beginning in 
1945, recalled preparing little black 
bags full of emergency pharmaceu
ticals for medical students to take 
out on home calls. He remembers 
"Cactus Jack" McDermott (Arnold 
J. McDermott, M.D. 1929) as being 
in charge of home visits and reading 
the riot act to students on their home 
call rotation. (Audiotape Interview, 
January 11,1990)
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-  Dean Richard O'Brien (M.D. 1960) also vividly recalls home call, still a 
senior requirement during his time at the School, where students paired off to share 
responsibility in going to sick people's homes. He recalls "awe-inspiring experi
ences," such as seeing a child with diptheria in East Omaha (one of only two cases 
of diptheria he has ever seen) on a "cold, cold January night," with the only light in 
the house coming from a gasoline lamp. He remembers East Omaha itself at the 
time, with many tar-paper shacks ("like a hillside barrio in Latin America, but not 
on a hill"). He remembers treating lots of earaches, lots of kids with otitis.

He also recalls parents who had no money for the antibiotics necessary to treat 
their children. (Common, inexpensive antibiotics of today were very expensive 
then). So he purchased them himself. Druggists gave large discounts to him and 
other medical students in the same position. Home call turned out, in most 
instances, to be night call, since most found a way to get to the Clinic during the day. 
Dr. O'Brien feels that students learned a lot from their experiences, not only about 
medicine but also about society and poverty. (Audiotape Interview, December 27, 
1990)

-  Dr. Alfred C.Andersen (M.D. 1941) recalls pursuing his M.D. degree in 
stages. He taught part time because of his background in Biochemistry, Physiology 
and Pharmacology while pursuing his medical degree the other half of the time. He 
did this between 1934 and 1941. Some of his students were also medical classmates. 
Dr. Fred Marsh (M.D. 1941) and James VaVerka (M.D. 1942) also obtained their M.D. 
degrees in this manner. (Audiotape Interview, September 28,1989)

-  Years later, Dr. Edward Grinnell (M.D. 1962) also taught some medical 
students at the same time he himself pursued the M.D. He called it walking a tight 
rope and likened this position to a warrant officer in the Navy -  "you're neither one 
or the other". (Audiotape Interview, January 30,1990)

-  Dr. Alfred C. Andersen also recalled that Dr. Wilhelmj always liked to live 
out in the country. When he first came to Omaha, he lived "clear out on 72nd Street, 
in the boon docks in those days." When it began to be a little more traveled, he 
moved "way out" to about 92nd and Shirley. "I remember it was still pretty much 
country in 1952 around 90th & Center. I saw foxes running around out there." Dr. 
Andersen recalled that during one of the blizzards Nebraska is known for, Dr.

Wilhelmj was marooned out in the country for about 
three days. (Audiotape Interview, September 28,1989)

-  Dr. Regis E. Weland (M.D. 1940) remembers, 
"Four of us owned an old Ford while at Creighton. 
Anytime something on it wore out, we'd just go to the 
junkyard for the part. Jim McGuire (M.D. 1940), a 
classmate, would drive the car down the middle of 
the street. His reason -  because no one else was using 
it." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. Herman S. Judd (M.D. 1941) shares some 
memories (all pleasant, he notes):

Regis E. Weland (M.D. 1940).
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-  "Living and studying in the old Loyal Hotel 
on 16th Street (16 of us, two men to a room at $16.00 
per man per month);

-  Wearing galoshes and ear muffs when it was 
20 below zero;

-  Eating spaghetti at the Italian Gardens on 6th 
and Pierce for 75 cents, when we could afford it;

-  Cadaver dissection and Dr. Pohlman saying 
'in general term s.. . '

-  My physician dad visiting school one day 
and Dr. Adolph Sachs posing the diagnostic question 
of what this patient might be suffering from after his 
recitation of symptoms. None of us knew but my dad 
stuck his hand up and I almost died. 'Don't louse it 
up, Dad/1 whispered, but Adolph Sachs, a tremendous teacher of internal medicine, 
called on Dad who said, 'Hansen's Disease.' Adolph hollered, 'You're right, Dr. 
Judd Senior, have you seen some cases of it?' And Dad said, 'Never saw one in my 
life.' That summer he [my Dad] took me on a two-month tour of the Deep South 
where I worked two weeks in the U.S. Public Health Lab in Columbia, South 
Carolina, on malaria and later saw pellagra, beri beri and, of course, leprosy at 
Carville, Louisiana.

-  Being a member of the Grave Digging Group that picked up cadavers from 
the U. of Nebraska school tanks for the incoming freshman class. Then going to King 
Fong's for lunch on Creighton, and we smelled so bad the Chinaman could hardly 
serve us." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. Arthur Gore (M.D. 1940) also shares some 
fond memories: "It's hard to leave out the beginning 
of medical school, even if it means nothing to some
body else... Anyway, I had a '31 Ford Coupe with a 
rumble seat that could go 50 m.p.h. full throttle down 
hill. Not much room 
for baggage, but really 
we didn't have much.
There was a criminolo
gist who specialized in 
hair, no less, who also 
was accepted in medi- 

Arthur Gore (m .d . 1940). cal school at Creigh
ton.

He was 5'2" with
his shoes on, and I picked him up at his house in 
Pasadena. His mother, I remember so well, cried and 
cried at their parting, and she handed me a rather 
large special package that was to take care of our
stomach needs until we arrived in Omaha. John Acquareiii (m .d . 1940).

Believe me, when Acquareiii [Mario John 
Acquareiii, M.D. 1940] opened the package for a snack, the garlic jumped out right 
into my eyes. He was used to it, but needless to say, it wasn't my favorite. I think
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the odor remained in the car until I traded it in the next year (even with the windows 
open).

That was a long trip to Omaha, but we finally made it. I remember so well, fifty- 
four years ago almost to the day, when we got our first look at the Med School, down 
at 14th & Davenport. Skid Row it was -  and old and dirty looking!

So we were wandering around when Leo Heywood (everybody at Creighton 
Med knows Dr. Heywood) invited us over to the Phi Rho house to look around. 
Somebody else from the Beta house invited us there, and finally after a few days, 
Acquarelli took his salami to the Beta House and I went with Leo to the Phi Rho 
House.

Believe me, it was a great help to belong to a fraternity. Even before school 
started the upper classmen delighted in telling us freshmen just how tough it really 
was- and they were right!" (Letter dated June 4,1990)

-  Arnold Lempka remembers teachers at the 
medical school being actively involved in the recruit
ment of new medical students. Having gone home to 
South Dakota for the summer after his freshman year 
in medical school, to a job in his brother-in-law's 
pharmacy, Dr. Lempka recognized one of his profes
sors as he entered the pharmacy that summer. It was 
Dr. James VaVerka, (M.D. 1942), who at that time was 
teaching Chemistry to freshmen medical students. 
He had driven to South Dakota to see a family whose 
son was a prospective medical student. He had 
braved temperatures of over 100 degrees for a whole 

James w. VaVerka (m .d . 19 4 2). day's drive in a car with, of course, no air condition
ing, to talk to one prospect.

Dr. Lempka says that Dr. VaVerka's "tongue was hanging out, [he was] red as 
a beet, and I fixed him one of the biggest, thickest chocolate malts." Before Dr. 
VaVerka died a few years ago, Dr. Lempka visited him in a nursing home. The one 
thing which Dr. VaVerka most vividly recalled was that chocolate malt Dr. Lempka 
had made for him all those many summers before, and how wonderful it had tasted 
after the extreme South Dakota heat. (Interview, December 4,1989.)

-  Dr. Lempka received sage advice from Dr. E.
E. Curtis (M.D. 1911), a physician and family friend 
from his home town. He spoke to Dr. Lempka about 
his ambitions to become a doctor:

"See that lady who just left? She's going to have 
a baby. She didn't pay me for the last one. Do you 
think I'm going to deliver this one? Of course, that's 
my job. Whatever you do, don't go into medicine for 
the money. Only about half of my patients ever pay 
their bills."

Dr. Lempka notes that of course, with insur
ance, HMO's and governmental assistance, all of that 
has changed. But it is still a lesson that has stuck with 
him through the years. (Audiotape Interview, De
cember 4,1989)

E. E. Curtis (M.D. 1911).
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-  In speaking of remuneration, Dr. Lempka recalls, "When I started, barter 
was not that unusual. They'd bring in a hen or some eggs or whatever." (Interview, 
December 4,1989)

-  Times were a little rougher, too, sometimes, according to Dr. Lempka. He 
described the Chez Paree' section of Carter Lake, Iowa, near East Omaha. In the 
gambling establishments certain people were displeased not to have a cut of the 
action. The people who were active in such establishments in Las Vegas and Kansas 
City came here and tried to shut these independents down. Once they took a couple 
of men out in a field and summarily shot them.

The police in Omaha had a hard time getting any evidence against anyone, 
locals or the big boys. One of Dr. Lempka's patients, a woman named Helen, ran one 
of these establishments, keeping all bets and records in her head. She kept no written 
records of any kind.

He was called upon many times to administer aid when violence erupted in 
this section of town. One night he was called to treat a gunshot wound for Big Bill, 
"a mean fella who weighed about 275 pounds." Dr. Lempka said that, yes, he could 
come. His housecalls were $3.00, $5.00 at night.

When he got to Carter Lake, Bill was on a stretcher with four policemen 
surrounding him, two at his head, two at his feet. Dr. Lempka was told they had 
already found one gun and taken it away from Bill. As Dr. Lempka was preparing 
to examine the patient, he was told that everyone knew Bill always carried a second 
gun, hidden, and that he should attempt to find it as he examined Bill. (Interview)

-  Dr. Anthony L. Rifici (M.D. 1943) has some 
vivid recollections of his school days at Creighton: 
"Attended school in an old school near the railroad 
tracks and across from a park filled with railroad 
tramps and derelicts. Room and board was $25 per 
month. Only 44 students graduated -  we started with 
64. . . .  The odor from the Stockyards was very 
prominent in Omaha. There were good restaurants 
in the Stockyards, where you could get a good-sized 
steak for a dollar to $1.25.

Not far from the Medical School, close to the 
park we had to cross was a tremendous large Red 
Light District, off bounds to medical students.

Our opening greeting was from the prefect [Re
gent] of the Medical School, a Jesuit priest, who said 'the door swings both ways. The 
man sitting next to you may not be here next year.'

Creighton's basketball team was big-time, coached by Mr. Hickey, who played 
in Madison Square Garden each year. The players were amazed at the number of 
people attending games. Their hometowns were very small, and they had never 
seen that many people at one time. The football team was good, and played in the 
Missouri Valley Conference.

We had a very extensive course in prescription writing. Many of the graduates 
left for rural areas and practiced general medicine. Specialization was not the great 
thing at the time.
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Aksarben was THE social place for the 'high to do.'
The attitude of the professors was very strict, and they would not mind seeing 

you flunk out. The liberal attitude of today did not exist. It was tough to graduate, 
and we were told at graduation as we were handed our diplomas that we were not 
better doctors today than yesterday." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. William Reals (M.D. 1945) recalls that his 
class "was just decimated." They lost a great number 
of people, either kicked out due to failing grades or 
who voluntarily withdrew. And since it was war 
time, "the next step was the Draft Board."

"We had one man, his name was Joy, Jimmy 
Joy, who was dissecting near me. One day, he took 
his scalpel, threw it in a piece of muscle, and said,
'That's it - I've had it.' He walked out of the door and 
quit. The next time I saw him, he was walking down 
16th Street. He said, 'I've enlisted in the Army. I'm 
going to be a pilot, I'm going to be in this war.' He 
made the raid on Ploesti, was shot down, and killed."

Dr. Reals also remembers having several Orien
tals in his class who went home to California by train for Christmas break. They were 
beaten in the mistaken belief that they were Japanese. They each returned after the 
holidays with a huge sign: "I am a Chinese American citizen." (Audiotape Inter
view, March 29,1990)

-  Dr. James F. Kennedy (M.D. 1935) recalled the dislocations caused by World 
War II: "During our senior year we had presentations from recruiting officers of the 
Army and Navy Reserve Departments. If one could pass a physical he could receive 
a reserve commission in these branches of the service. Since many of us were so 
unsure of the future, and may have to earn a living as a medical officer in the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, we took the offer of the reserve commission. Little did we 
realize then the implications of this decision, for it resulted in many of us being called 
up for duty in the Year of Emergency which preceded our entry into World War II. 
Since most of us by 1940-41 had been in practice several years, it was a major 
dislocation to give it up and enter the service for what we thought was to be a one- 
year period. Unfortunately for most of us, it stretched into almost five years. One 
of our classmates, Andy Panatierre, was killed at Guadalcanal as he served with the 
U.S. Marines." (Letter dated September 29,1990)

-  Dr. Werner Jensen (M.D. 1932) recalled that after World War II, residencies 
were rather difficult to get. Many people completed their Boards, but few got 
residencies. "I always said that with your Board Certificate and twenty-five cents, 
you could get a cup of coffee most anyplace." (Audiotape Interview, January 18, 
1990)

William Reals (M.D. 1945).

-  Brother Frank Jelinek, Creighton Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds, 
recalls that years ago the Creighton football stadium occupied much of what has 
become Criss III, as well as parking for the medical buildings. He noted that many 
circuses and Fourth of July celebrations were held there. (Audiotape Interview, 
December 11,1989)
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-  "Subby" Pirrucello, in charge of the Pharmacy at the old School, recalls 
pharmaceutical companies giving vast amounts of drug samples to the Pharmacy, 
to be used for indigent patients. This often included large amounts of baby formula, 
baby food and vitamins. Sometimes married medical students with families found 
their way to "Subby" when budgets were stretched, to ask for some infant samples. 
(Audiotape Interview, January 11,1990)

-  Dr. John Mitchell, former Pediatric chair
man, recalled helping to clean out the Pharmacy of 
the old school when the move was made, and coming 
across some very old prescription drugs, some with 
ten to twelve ingredients. One was called "Wagner's 
Lung Shrinker," and contained, in addition to many 
other things, digitalis and morphine. (Audiotape In
terview, February 22,1990)

-  Dr. Mitchell feels that the overall quality of 
all Omaha physicians has improved. Standards of 
practice are much higher today. He believes that 
when he first came to Omaha in 1954, he could have 
named twenty to twenty-five persons he considered

bad doctors. Now he feels there are no bad doctors here. Some are better than others, 
but they are all competent.

For example, Dr. Mitchell recalls one Omaha physician, not a Creighton 
graduate, who was eventually kicked off every hospital staff in the city, including 
the old Doctors Hospital, the most liberal at the time. He was barred from there for 
throwing a placenta at a nurse. He was barred from another hospital for an incident 
with a resident. He was late for a delivery, so the resident delivered the baby. When 
the doctor arrived, he tried to grab the baby, and a tug of war ensued. The baby 
ended up in a bucket. While the baby was not injured, this illustrates the old maxim, 
"The Doctor is King in his own Kingdom," carried to the extreme! (Interview)

-  Dr. Richard P. Groschupf (M.D. 1953), who was married as a medical 
student in 1951, asks, "How about the $20.00 per month apartment rentals for 
married students in South Omaha?" (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

Dr. James F. Gerrits,(M.D. 1955) recalls student 
life in the 1950's: "Med School was down by the 
freight yards in those days. . . We were poor like all 
med students. Lived in the South Omaha public 
housing, three-bedroom apartment for $15 per month. 
Four kids in four years. Came to Detroit, Michigan, 
to intern, too broke to leave so settled in little town 
nearby, and still here.

In those days lived for a time up around 32nd & 
California. Used to eat at the Grass Shack, full meal 
-  soup, salad and through to dessert even, for thirty- 
five to forty-five cents!! Went to Trocadera Night 
Club, over behind the old gym. Great vaudeville!" 
(Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

James F. Gerrits (M.D. 1955).
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-  Dr. Peter DeMarco (M.D. 1962) relates: “My 
years at Creighton Medical School were from 1958-62 
and like so many students', were filled with wonder
ful memories and experiences.

At noon, the students would either eat down
stairs in a small cafeteria or walk up to downtown for 
lunch. The cheapest place was the Chrysler Cafe. Up 
from it, there was the Virginia restaurant. You could 
eat for less than $1.00. Roland Steele and I would 
walk a bit further up to the Garden Cafeteria on 
Harney Street since we thought it was a little cleaner 
and could get a big tray of food for just a little over 
$1.00, if you had dessert. Getting away at noon that 
first year kept a lot of us sane, since there was pres
sure on everyone, particularly in the anatomy class."
(Letter, undated)

-  Dean Richard L. O'Brien (M.D. 1960) recalls that during his time in medical 
school at Creighton, there were four students (himself, John O'Brien, Bill Pettinger 
and Charlie Reilly) who decided they wanted to pursue a career in academic 
medicine. They were allowed to use their entire senior year as a research elective.

Dr. O'Brien also remembers N.I.H. post-sophomore research fellowships, no 
longer offered, by which the student took a year off between his second and third 
years of medical school to conduct research. It was possible to earn a Master's 
Degree in this fashion (which Dr. O'Brien did). (Audiotape Interview, December 27, 
1990)

-  Dr. John R. McDonough (M.D. 1954) also 
recalled the post-sophomore research fellowships, in 
which he participated under the guidance of Dr. 
Charles Wilhelmj: "There are many memories from 
medical school days. Probably my most enduring is 
the time spent with a truly gifted teacher, Dr. Charles 
Wilhelmj. Though Dr. Wilhelmj is now long de
ceased, at the time of my medical school sojourn, he 
was professor of physiology and chairman of the 
department.

I became fascinated with the process by which 
medical knowledge is produced. Dr. Wilhelmj had 
an active research program at the time and I was 
fortunate to be selected to spend a year with him 

between sophomore and junior medical school years, to participate in this program.
It was a truly wonderful, and for me, formative year. Research methodology 

unfolded for me and became remarkably clear. The year spent with Dr. Wilhelmj 
was involved with cardiovascular physiology and was most important in helping 
me formulate future directions in training, research, and practice for myself.

Upon returning to Creighton in 1968 for a 25th year reunion, it was grand to 
see the new buildings, programs, and wonderful expansion at Creighton. My 
thoughts, however, went back to the days of physiology research when we used a 
smoked paper roll on a rotating drum together with a mechanical stylus to record

John R. McDonough (M.D. 1954).

Peter DeMarco (M.D. 1962).
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pressures changes in the circulation, or changes of tension and length in a muscle 
strip. Though by today's standards these older methods are obsolete, they did 
provide important tools, for the time, to learn by and we did learn well. As I stood 
at the site of my old medical school, since torn down and replaced by a ramp leading 
up to a freeway, with not even a shard of the old facility remaining, a feeling of 
sadness came over me, remembering the former times, places, activities, and great 
teachers that made up the Creighton of my day." (Letter dated June 5,1990)

School Days, School Days
-  Anxiety over tests during the freshman year 

is nothing new, as attested to by this anecdote re
ported in the February 1921 Creighton Chronicle:
"Tubby Kestel [John L. Kestel, M.D. 1924] of the 
Freshman Class has always been just an ordinary 
good sort of a Christian with no particular leaning to 
devotion and piety, nor yet with any marked indiffer
ence to things of a religious nature -  in about the same 
class in these matters as the great body of his fellow 
students. Now after four weeks constant application 
to his books in preparation for the exams, getting

only a bite to eat on the J°hn L Kestel (MD-1924)- 
run, and a few hours
sleep likewise, Tubby turns into bed the night before 
the Anatomy final for a little rest. Sometime in the 
night his roommate, Steve Rohwer [Roland Theodore 
Rohwer M.D. 1924], was disturbed by a light in the 
room and awoke to find his bunkie fully dressed and 
about to leave. Sensing that it wasn't time to get up, 
Steve glanced at his watch to notice that it was but 
2:30 A.M. He called to Tubby to ask what was going 
on and where he was going. The answer came back 
from the corridor, 'I am going over to church to go to 
Mass.'" ("University Notes," The Creighton Chronicle 

Roland t . Rohwer (m .d . 1924). February 1921, p. 249)

-  Likewise, students' high jinks are nothing new to the halls of the medical 
school. A Creighton Chronicle of April 20,1921, notes the following activities of the 
junior class: "We all have read about the tortures of the Roman persecutions, the 
inhuman cruelty of the buccaneer with his plank, the alleged horrors of the 
Inquisitions, and the other vicious schemes of torments in history, but the Junior 
class can make them all seem like mere slumber parties. They can beat the world at 
this game. They induce some unsuspecting freshman to seat himself in what 
appears to be just a harmless, undersized barber's chair up in the Physiological Lab, 
and then steal away his senses by revolving the apparatus. After the poor dupe has 
lost consciousness, he is tossed out into the air and lights square on his head on the 
hardwood floor. When he comes to again, he is told that his vestibular nerve is okeh 
[sic] and he is allowed to go on with his course with what undamaged brains he has 
left while they ghoulishly search the corridors and halls for fresh victims. And it is
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said that civilization is advancing!" ("University Notes," The Creighton Chronicle 
April 20,1921, p. 375.)

-  As if it wasn't confusing enough being a freshman in the medical schooZ, The 
Creighton Chronicle of February 1921 relates the following lab story: "In the 
procedure of one of the experiments in the Physiological Chemistry Laboratory 
Manual appears this sentence: 'Let stand for twenty-four hours stirring constantly/ 
A direction like this could only occur in a freshman textbook since that class alone 
seems to have nothing much to do throughout the year other than learn the matter 
on 1,396 pages of Anatomy, 785 pages of Histology, 546 of — but why go on? What 
is a little thing like stirring a beaker full of solution of 
betamethylbetaethylalphaaminoisopropioniclucine for a mere twenty-four hours?" 
("University Notes," The Creighton Chronicle February 1921, p. 246)

-  Freshmen continued to be singled out for less than flattering copy, in this 
March 20,1921, Creighton Chronicles note: "There is an old campus tradition that you 
can always tell a freshman -  but you can't tell him much. Dr. Schulte, however, 
seems to have been unaware of this custom, or decided to break all precedents and 
totally disregard it, for he certainly told them much -  yes, indeed, a whole lot. And 
he told them indirectly, and directly, singularly and collectively. In fact he held sort 
of a reception in his private office and invited many of the boys down. It was all 
because the class was preparing to slip into a ten-days' slump to sort of re-organize 
their forces and somewhat recuperate from the ordeal of the semester exams. 
Needless to say, the incipient slide came to an abrupt stop with one of those 'dull 
sickening thuds' we have all heard about. There was no doubt left in the freshman 
mind that the eliminator hasn't been mislaid, and that unless they get a thick 
colloidal covering of scholarship, they are very liable to dialyze out and find 
themselves with a lot of time to devote to higher culture and other leisurely 
pursuits." ("University Notes," The Creighton Chronicle March 20,2921, pp. 312-13)

-  The Creighton Chronicle also poked fun at some upperclassmen, as evidenced 
by this October 1921 note: "An incident showing remarkable keenness of perception 
and a depth of insight into physiologial and sartorial matters recently came up in 
Sophomore Pathology. Geo. Lynch [M.D. 19241 was examining under his micro
scope a slide made from the lung of a dog. After careful study of the specimen under 
both low and high power George decided that the dog was troubled during life with 
a shortness of breath, as he could see the seat of his pants. Will we have to 
'schematize' this for you?" ("University Notes," The Creighton Chronicle October 
1921.)

-  Dr. Novella A. Schafer (M.D. 1957) recalls stories her father Leander 
Herman Schafer (M.D. 1925), told her. "Dad always said 'The Girls' solicited them 
when he was in school. The Med School was in the red light district. He said [you 
should see] all the diseases these girls had. None of his class wanted any part of 
them." (Letter, undated)

-  Dr. Clarence S. Moran (M.D. 1928), too, remembers "the houses" surround
ing the School on 14th & Davenport. "When I came to school, it was in the red light 
district. . .  All these girls who worked in these places used to come over to the G YN 
Clinic . . .  When I was a Sophomore, the Pathology Lab was on the second floor on
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the North side and the American Legion had a conven
tion here. The President, Coolidge, was here . . . These 
places near the Medical School were pretty busy then, 
even during the day time... During the convention, it was 
like a company of soldiers outside, lined up four abreast, 
each one waiting his turn to go in. And we used to sit in 
the windows [of the Pathology Lab] and bet ten cents on 
the time. Whoever was closest to the time got the ten 
cents... It was in the spring, it was warm ou t. . .  you got 
kind of fed up with school work." (Audiotape Interview, 
September 12,1989)

Laboratory with window view.

-  Dr. Moran remembered many incidents of his 
school days. He recalled Dr. Victor Levine's Chemistry Lab. Dr. Levine's Assistant, 
John Little, "liked his liquor pretty well. These were Prohibition Days. I don't know 
where he got his liquor, but some days he'd be pretty happy."

Part of the Assistant's job was to read to the students the pages of the book 
which Dr. Levine was in the process of writing. The students would circle Little, and 
when he started reading, would begin to slowly close in on him, pushing and 
nudging, making the circle smaller and smaller until the Assistant would stop and 
say, "Get back! Get back!" They did this several times during the reading session, 
especially on Little's happier days.

As a sophomore, Dr. Moran remembered several German doctors, recruited 
and brought to Creighton by Dr. Maurice Howard, who had been studying in 
Vienna. The senior man recruited was a Dr. Rickensteiner, who was in charge of the 
Pathology Labs and did autopsy pathology reports. Since the faculty couldn't speak 
German and these German doctors couldn't speak English, much communication, 
including the autopsy reports, was conducted in Latin.

Dr. B. Carl Russum (M.D. 1916), Professor of Pathology, required his students 
to outline their entire Pathology textbook, section by section, and turn in the outlines 
periodically on 3x5 cards. According to Dr. Moran, the students had a difficult time 
with this, it was terribly time-comsuming, and they really dreaded it. They did it 
dutifully the first time, but reasoned that since Dr. Russum's schedule was so packed 
and since the lab instructors could read no English, it was unlikely the cards were 
ever really checked.

So they devised a plan: They arranged all of their own cards in a certain order 
and the collective stacks of cards in a certain order on the table in the small office. 
Then they kept watch. Day after day went by without the cards being moved, and 
one day they were returned to the students. No more outlining was done by any of 
the students for the remainder of that course.

For Anatomy Lab, Dr. Moran remembered bodies in a big pile in the middle 
of the floor. The students would pick a body, carry it back to their dissecting table, 
then rub it down with a sort of vaseline from a huge jar. After doing this, no amount 
of washing would take the smell off their hands. They became quite used to it, so 
they didn't even notice it after awhile.

"But when working in the Anatomy Lab, you really stunk -  everything 
smelled." The boys would sometimes break for lunch and walk up to 16th Street. 
When they walked into a restaurant, heads would turn at the smell. "People would 
turn and stare in unison, especially as we raised food to our mouths."
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Other times, people going to the restaurant would take orders and bring food 
back to the students still working in the Anatomy Lab. The students became so 
nonchalent about the whole thing that they would be eating with one hand and 
dissecting with the other.

Despite strict prohibitions against it, much student gambling took place in the 
Student Recreation room at the old Medical School, and on Saturday mornings, even 
in the Clinic Rooms, according to Dr. Moran. For the most part, the stakes were low, 
about a dime, but sometimes they went much higher. Dr. Moran had his own 
scheme: lunch was twenty-five cents, so he brought fifty cents with him and 
gambled as long as he could on the fifty cents until he was left with lunch money 
only.

One student was an orphan whose grandmother sent him $80.00 every month 
to live on. One Saturday, this man had just received his four twenty-dollar bills, and 
wanted to play dice. He threw down $20.00 to bet, upon which each of the four 
students present (including Dr. Moran) threw down a five-dollar bill to cover his bet. 
The $20 better threw the dice -  two aces, snake-eyes. He threw down another twenty 
dollar bill, then another, and another. In four rolls of the dice, he had lost his whole 
$80.00. Dr. Moran and his three colleagues were each $20.00 richer. How that 
student survived that month was a mystery to Dr. Moran

In the waiting room of the school, "there was a big table in there [that] made 
a nice crap shoot." This was right across the hall from the office of the Regent, who 
could look out of his curtained window directly into the open waiting room. As a 
result of these observations, No Gambling notices were prominently posted -  to no 
avail.

Dr. Moran vividly recalled one especially raucous 
crap game, with students cheering and shouting, and 
a classmate, Cirino Finocchiaro (M.D. 1928) loudly 
complaining that no one was covering his dime side 
bet. Just after Dr. Moran lost the dice, an abrupt hush 
fell over the gamblers. There was Father Whelan, the 
Regent, "a great big fella, he was at least six foot and 
he must have weighed 250, he had been a ball player, 
I think." He was leaning over the crowd, watching. 
"That dispersed the crowd pretty rapidly." Three 
students were sus-

Cirino Finocchiaro (M.D. 1928).

pended for two weeks 
each. Two of them 
lived with relatives, 
and to avoid having 

to admit their fall from grace, got up, dressed and 
pretended to go to school as usual. (Audiotape Inter
view, September 12,1989)

-  Dr. D.E. Baca (M.D. 1939) also has a "gam
bling story" from his student days: "It was against 
the rules to gamble at pitch during the noon lunch 
hour in the dining area of the old school building, 
located at 14th & Davenport. Fathers Francis and 
George Degelman would sometimes wander in dur- D. E. Baca (M.D. 1939).
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ing the lunch hour. This particular noon I had a nickel and with that I got into the 
pitch game to see if I could win the pot and then proceed to eat lunch with the 
winnings.

Seven students in the game would allow one to 'shoot the moon' if one got the 
ace and bid first. This time I had the ace and shot the moon. All the cards fell to the 
ace and there I was, drooling for lunch. But no nickels were falling into the pot. I 
became angry and cried out, 'Hey, you S.O.B.'s, put in the money!'

No one spoke. Someone motioned with his eyes that there was someone 
behind me. I turned, and it was Father George Degelman. I knew him well, and he 
in turn knew that I was broke. So I calmly said to him, 'Father, don't you think that 
these S.O.B.'s should pay me their nickels?' He said, 'Come on, you S.O.B.'s, pay him 
his nickel!' With that they all laughed and threw in their nickels. I thanked Father 
and went to get my lunch. That is some remembrance of what a Real Jebbie, as we 
called them, was!" (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. James F. Kennedy (M.D. 1935) recalled his impressions of his freshman 
year at the School of Medicine: "September 1931 was hot in Omaha, the hills around 
the Creighton campus were steep for pedestrians accustomed to the flatlands of 
Western Nebraska where the nights were cool and the humidity low. Beginning the 
freshman year in medical school was an adventure into the unknown. I felt like a 
stranger in a strange land, having just turned nineteen, and being now in the midst 
of classmates older and more sophisticated.

I seem to recall. . .  a contingent of repeats from the year before us. Whatever 
the reason was for their repeating the freshman year I never did learn. It must have 
been a 'group sin/ they were definitely not dummies. I believe there were eleven of 
them, most of the group went on to illustrious careers in medicine. The students 
from California were a new breed to me, most of them quite handsome and suave. 
With their light-colored clothing and suave ways they were easily identified. In the 
California group was an ex-sailor named O'Sullivan. He had tattoos on his forearms 
and a lock of blond hair which hung down his forehead. He didn't last long. I often 
wondered if he had applied for medical school on a bet and did not find the academic 
environment to his liking. There was another ethnic group, the Italian students from 
the East coast, at first I thought they were all Jewish. A cluster of them lived in an 
apartment where I lived. In my own naive upbringing, I had never encountered 
Italians and was unprepared for their effusive style. At meal time especially there 
were loud bursts of animated conversation mixed with songs and arguments. Other 
ethnic components of the class were six of Jewish background from East and West 
coast, two Japanese, and the miscellaneous remainder of Irish, German, and Polish 
or Central European stock, plus the Anglo-Saxons. Probably ten or twelve were 
native Nebraskans, mostly from Omaha. Most of the Nebraskans had come via 
Creighton Prep.

Only a few students had cars in the early 30's, one had to either walk, take a taxi, 
or use the street cars. Many of us lived in the Hilltop area and walked down to 14th 
and Davenport early in the morning. The route led through one of the red light 
districts and it was not unusual to hear tapping on windows as one passed by certain 
dwellings. If one glanced up he would receive hand signals to come on in. 
Fortunately there was neither the time nor the money to accept these invitations.

The Anatomy Department was our special den of terror. To have Dr. Fred 
Schwertley stalking the tables and peering over one's shoulders was particularly
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unnerving. His presence rendered even the most 
poised student a stammering zombie. One incident 
of those memorable days in the dissecting room is 
still vividly recalled. It concerned the areolar area of 
the nipple on the cadaver. This was to be left as a 
landmark no matter what. At one table someone had 
inadvertently detached it and had pinned it back on, 
hoping no one, especially Dr. Schwertley, would 
notice it. When Dr. Schwertley did approach the 
table and asked Rudy

Fred Schwertley (M.D. 1914). 
(Courtesy Joanne Schwertley.)

Ferlic to describe the 
anatomy of the female 
breast, Rudy stuttered, 
'Well, sir, well, sir, it's 

a -  it's a complicated mass.' And Rudy was one of the 
top students in anatomy.

What a mixed bag we were -  ages of members 
of the class ran from late teens to fifty-plus. We had 
dentists, pharmacists, teachers, holders of masters' 
degrees in various fields, former lab technicians, and 
teenagers such as I, with only two years of pre-med 
. . . Roll call was routine, we heard it so many times 
that I have it permanently imprinted in my memory 
and can still, after fifty-five years, recite the roll call if 
asked. Sort of a subliminal type of learning." (Letter 
dated September 29,1990)

Rudolph J. Ferlic (M.D. 1935). 
(Courtesy Mrs. R. J. Ferlic.)

-  Dr. Henry H. Ricklin (M.D. 1932): "Our facilities and location were rather 
dismal, but we made the best of it." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. Silvio Joseph Giovale (M.D. 1938) remi
nisces: [I have] "fond memories of 'fishing' for our 
cadavers out of the tank; of Dr. Schwertley's sessions 
in the Star Chamber; of the cafeteria line downstairs 
in the basement of the Medical School, and being 
served many times by Wally Graham [M.D. 1936], 
who later became President Truman's personal phy
sician; of my first pledge party at the Phi Rho's, and 
that was the beginning of my smoking (all of the free 
cigarettes handed to us); of Dr. Phil Cogley [M.D. 
1921], his private chauffeur, and the fresh flower in 
his buttonhole; of the dermatologists, Borghoff and 

Dr. schwertley relaxed. (Courtesy Kort -  I remember one of the first statements Kort 
Joanne Schwertley.) made -  that our lifestyle will reflect our earnings -  the
more you make the more you will spend. Not a truer statement was ever made.

I felt that Creighton Medical School classes were really the melting pot of 
would-be physicians -  so many from California, and from New York State, and from 
so many ethnic groups." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

429



Memories

-  Dr. Yoshihiko Fred Fujikawa (M.D. 1934): "I 
learned my anatomy through fear from Dr. Fred 
Schwertley, and my knees shook when he approached 
the table for fear that I wouldn't know the answer to 
whatever he might ask. I also remember when our 
Dean, Dr. Hermann von Schulte, reprimanded the 
Bacteriology class for shining the mirrors of our 
microscopes into certain rooms of an old apartment 
building on 15th Street, reminding us that we were to 
be gentlemen at all times." (Graduate Questionnaire, 
1990)

-  Dr. J. Whitney Kelley (M.D. 1934), a class
mate of Dr. Fujikawa, remembers the same dressing 
down by Dr. von Schulte. He recalled the students

flashing the mirrors from their microscopes into the houses of "these chippies." The 
chippies told Dr. von Schulte, who then confronted the students. "I never saw such 
a mad German in my life. He said, 'Gentlemen, have you no dignity whatsoever? 
It is beneath the dignity of any medical person or person who aspires to become a 
doctor to engage in the kind of behavior you have, in disturbing the women in these 
apartments behind us.' And you better believe we stopped it." (Audiotape Inter
view, November 18,1990)

-  Sebastian "Subby" Pirrucello, who many will remember from the Phar
macy, recalled that the cafeteria in the old school had been the cadaver room, prior 
to conversion to food service. The tank where cadavers were kept after this 
conversion was directly under the Pharmacy and adjacent to the Pharmacy stock- 
room. Trucks would back into the alleyway with a load of cadavers, covered only 
by canvas. Hooks would be used to place the nude bodies on a sort of operating table 
and into an elevator. From the elevator, they would then be dumped into the tank 
of preservative liquid. Pirrucello recalled the odor level in the Pharmacy at these 
times as being very bad. (Audiotape Interview, January 11,1990)

-  Dr. Werner Jensen (M.D. 1932) remembered Dr. Schwertley in Anatomy 
choosing the four largest members of the class to go to the alleyway to help bring 
cadavers into the Lab. At 6 '6 1 /2", of course, he was one of those chosen every time. 
"I learned then that the foot end of the cadaver was lighter than the other end." 
(Audiotape Interview, January 18,1990)

-  Dr. Ethel M. Waters (M.D. 1940) remembers Anatomy. "Dr. Schwertley told 
me to 'get your German thumb in there' in dissecting a cadaver. After a few weeks 
we were able to eat candy (someone kept a clean hand for this purpose)." (Graduate 
Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Brother Frank Jelinek, Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds, says that 
most people in his Department didn't want anything to do with the transport of 
cadavers, so many times he himself drove the truck bringing the bodies back to 
Creighton.

Dr. Schwertley fully equipped for 
action. (Courtesy Joanne Schwertley.)
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However, he does remember some rather mischievous maintenance workers 
who played pranks on each other. One janitor at the old school used to start his work 
around midnight and work through the night to get the school cleaned by morning. 
Some of his co-workers put a couple of stiffs from the Anatomy Lab in a sitting 
position to greet this man when he got to the Lab. "We never saw him since." 
(Audiotape Interview, December 11,1989)

-  Dr. Werner Jensen (M.D. 1932) remembers 
his very first faculty dinner, held at the Omaha Ath
letic Club. Dr. Claude Uren, chairman of ENT, was 
the Master of Ceremonies and told the following 
story: A woman came to him for an examination, her 
chief complaint being that she couldn't hear herself 
— (pass gas). He examined her thoroughly, and 
could find nothing wrong with her ears. He referred 
her to Dr. Adolph Sachs, chairman of Medicine (a 
rather stern fellow). Dr. Sachs saw the woman, and 
sometime later, Dr. Uren asked Dr. Sachs if he had 
been able to help her. In this story, Dr. Sachs replied, 
"I couldn't really find anything wrong with her, so I 
gave her something to make her — louder!"

Dr. Uren told this story at the faculty dinner, at which Dr. Sachs was in 
attendance. Dr. Sachs was not too amused -  he had never really seen the patient. 
(Audiotape Interview, January 18,1990)

A May 3, 1939, Creightonian article focused on "Mabel, the Medic's Mighty 
Mouser," a cat who had taken up residence at the medical school some six years 
before. According to the article, this cat was a "career woman," trained to recapture 
white mice who were being used in research and who had dared escape. Not only 
that, her training included not breaking their necks, but simply returning them to 
their cages. Every once in a while, Mabel got to make a gourmet meal of one as a 
reward. ("Medic's Mightly Mouser, Mabel, Brings 
'Em Back Alive, Au Jus," The Creightonian May 3,
1939, p. 1.)

-  Dr. Sam D. Hoeper, Sr. (M.D. 1943) tells of an 
incident which must have been most gratifying to a 
budding young surgeon. When he was a junior in 
medical school, he got a job examining new employ
ees (beginning at 5:00 A.M.) for Swift & Company. It 
seems the father of his fiance's friend was a Swift 
salesman, and arranged for young Hoeper to obtain 
the position.

Back at Creighton, a Professor of Hoeper's, Dr.
Andersen, indicated to him that he had applied for 
that job, but was not hired. Dr. Hoeper finishes his 
story, "I did not explain to Dr. Andersen." (Letter 
dated June 13,1990)

Sam D. Hoeper, Sr. (M.D. 1943).

Dr. Claude T. Uren.
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-  The freshman Medical class in 1943 had a fun idea, according to a Creightonian 
article: "Freshmen in the School of Medicine decided to come to class dressed like 
the 'Gay Nineties' or 'the good old school days.' The fellows wore little black bow 
ties, parted their hair at various angles and smoked big black cigars. The three 
freshmen girls wore gay bows in their hair and brought shiny red apples.

As Dr. William A. Stoetler, instructor in Micro-anatomy, walked in the 
classroom, Kathleen Shanahan [Turgeon] [M.D. 1945], Louise Camel [Farrage] 
[M.D. 1946], and Angela Adams [M.D. 1945] marched up to the front and gave him 
apples. The fellows weren't so gift minded and coughed, fumed, smoked and 
practically choked to death on the cigars.

It was a day the frosh and the professor will never forget. Freshmen always 
were full of ideas." ("Medical Freshmen Dress in Costumes of 'Gay Nineties'," The 
Creightonian March 12,1943, p. 3)

-  A Creighton Alumnews story of June 1944 points up the fact that medical 
students at the time were members of the military as well: it was the finish of still 
another trimester under the accelerated wartime medical program. "The candidates 
for Bachelor of Science in Medicine were allowed three hours free in order to attend 
the Commencement ceremonies and receive their 'half-way' degrees.

Therein lies a story.
Twenty-four B.S. in Medicine candidates marched in the academic procession, 

moved into the gym and heard President Bowdern's remarks. In an impromptu 
introduction to his formal President's Report for 1944, Father Bowdern congratu
lated the new graduates and laughingly told them to go out and relax a bit before 
tackling the cruel, cold where-we-work. Twenty-four new Bachelors of Science in 
Medicine did just that for the rest of the day, in spite of a full afternoon's class 
schedule.

Then came the cruel, cold catch.
All twenty-four men were members of either the Army or Navy Medical 

Training Units. The Army said 'A.W.O.L./ - the Navy said 'Mutiny/ and the 
absentees got six hours of drill and fatigue duty.

Servicemen in ETO and South Pacific, please note: Crime never pays!" 
("Medic Grads go A.W.O.L.," The Creighton Alumnews June 1944, p. 9)

-  Dr. Elinor Marsh (M.D. 1942) vividly recalls many events in her medical 
school experience: "There are many incidents I remember, some childish, some 
tragic and some humorous. The students pulled the usual tricks, paper stuffed in 
eyepieces of microscopes, quarter moons and stars on the incubator room and many 
unprintable ones.

Our freshman year, the Embryology professor was informed too early that his 
contract would not be renewed. In retaliation, he gave either a failing grade or a 
conditional grade to nearly every member of the class. Those of us with a 'condition' 
just took another test in the fall. Many of those with failing grades had averages 
brought down so low that they were through with medical school.

One day in Laboratory Diagnosis in our sophomore year, some of our group 
of eight took a break just after we had taken blood smears from our partners. 
Meantime, Dr. Tom McCurdy, our professor, passed out slides of Sickle Cell 
Anemia. I quickly put the slide under the microscope, then showed my partner, Roy 
Matteri, when he returned. His look of consternation should not have been funny, 
but it was.
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Dr. Russum in Pathology was our most difficult professor but was very fair. 
That was in our Sophomore year. It wasn't until our Senior year that we discovered 
he had a sense of humor. Our L and M group did our clinical hospital training at St. 
Joseph's Hospital under Dr. Richard Egan. Each morning, first of all, we went to the 
Pathology lab where Dr. Russum dictated his reports from the previous days' 
surgeries. Each morning one of our members sang 'Elmer's Tune' into the dictaphone 
before Dr. Russum's arrival. Nothing was ever said, but we discovered Dr. Russum 
had a twinkle in his eye.

The three girls were able to sleep late on Saturday mornings when our 
classmates had an 8:00 A.M. class on Male Genitourinary Diseases. Why it was 
decided that females should not attend is still hard to understand because the subject 
was studied in other classes: anatomy, pathology, medicine and surgery. We had 
to study on our own for State Boards.

When we had oral examinations before graduating, the faculty members were 
in groups of four. We knew well in advance when we were scheduled and to what 
panel we were assigned. Strangely enough, all three girls were assigned to the same 
panel. While the male classmates were discussing what to study, the females 
discussed what they were going to wear and what color nail polish to use. Our 
apprehension after the exams did not last long. Dr. Tom McCurdy, Chairman of our 
panel, passed the word along that one of the girls had flunked because she wore the 
wrong color nail polish. I knew I had passed. My nail polish was the exact shade 
of the trim on my borrowed dress.

A major event our senior year was our class picnic. A member of the Fire 
Department had taught a First Aid Class. First Aid Classes were very popular 
everywhere during the war. What a rough time we gave that poor man! Everytime 
he pronounced a word, such as 'wound' or 'duedernum,' we spelled out the

alternate pronunciation. He was a good sport. We 
invited him to our picnic. While he was watching the 
baseball game, a batter flung the bat, hitting our 
fireman on the head, temporarily knocking him out. 
We finally persuaded him it was not on purpose!

Our Senior Class voted Dr. Abie Fellman [M.D. 
1933], a Jewish doctor, as our class favorite, strange in 
a Catholic University, but not if you knew Abie. I 
shall always remember a talk the three girls had with 
him. He said we would think we knew everything 
when we went on to our internships, but we would 
soon learn how ignorant we were. Never be afraid to 
ask head nurses for advice, you would raise yourself 
in their eyes, not lower yourself, he said. What good 
advice that has been for so many of life's situations.

As a Protestant who attended a Catholic University, I have many fond 
memories of the Jesuits. . .  .there was Father Francis Degelman, Dean of Men. He 
told me I could call him 'Uncle Frank' and gave my sister permission also. Never will 
I forget the expressions on the faces of the Catholic students when I would say, 'Good 
morning, Uncle Frank!"' (Letter dated January 15,1990)

-  Dr. Howard E. Rudersdorf (M.D. 1943) recalled having "the traditional 
welcome into medical school with the following statement, 'Look at the person to
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your right, now look at the person to your left, next 
year one of them will be absent/ This was usually 
true for reasons of grades, finances, or health. This 
idea of intimidation was supported by our first writ
ten blue book anatomy exam (not as now, multiple 
choice). This examination was graded on the criteria 
of grammar, spelling and penmanship, not anatomy. 
The highest grade was 35 for the whole class. Dr. 
Simpkins' reasoning was as follows: 'You students 
have all finished the College of Arts and Science, and 
therefore you should be able to write, spell and 
punctuate properly to express your ideas.'

It was at the end of this seemingly perverse 
[first] trimester that we received our grades of 'S's' 

and TJ's' around 11:00 A.M. Very soon thereafter the majority of the class headed 
for the nearest bar, the Colony Club, then located approximately two blocks away 
from the Medical School, to celebrate or drown our sorrows." (Letter received 
Summer, 1990)

Howard E. Rudersdorf (M.D. 1943).

-  Dr. John Richard Moore (M.D. 1951): "My favorite recollection of medical 
school is a favorite saying of Dr. Vic Levine, T o  have a good liver, you must be one.' 
How true these words have turned out to be as we learn more about health life
styles." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  "Perhaps one of the more interesting things I remember about some 
professors is that a tiny few of them came across as hard-nosed and almost mean. 
Only a couple, really. I met both of them outside of school without them knowing 
exactly who I was and they were super-pleasant, just common ordinary people." 
(Larry E. Williams, M.D. 1952, Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. Eugene L. Sucha (M.D. 1955) remembers, 
in particular, one field trip: "I wonder if my class
mates will remember the field trip visit of the Biochem 
class to the Falstaff Brewery in our sophomore year, 
and the futility of Dr. Moragues trying to hold Pathol
ogy class after some of us had spent too much time in 
the sampling room of the brewery before returning to 
class. I believe that all future field trips to the brewery 
were cancelled." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. Edward H. Grinnell (M.D. 1962) served 
as both a medical student and an instructor in Physi
ology and Pharmacology. Two classmates of his 
were also students in one of the classes he taught.
One of them was sitting in the back of the classroom, asleep, doing everything but 
snoring. Dr. Grinnell said to the other student, "Wake him up." The student 
responded, "You wake him up -  you put him to sleep!" The loud laughter from the 
class awakened the drowsy student. (Audiotape Interview, January 30,1990)

Eugene L. Sucha (M.D. 1955).
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-  Among the cherished memories of Thomas }.
Cinque (M.D. 1959) concerning his medical school 
years: “The opportunity to usher at the Omaha Play
house - 'One had a seat for a date, saw outstanding 
productions with individuals who went on to na
tional prominence, and was involved in an activity 
which was a welcome relief from the scientific rigors 
of studying medicine; Friday nights at the Embassy; 
a hung-over Paul Colletti [M.D. 1959], waking up in 
the A.M. with an arm casted; someone from Brooklyn 
(me) running from physiology class to see the last 
pitch of the Dodgers winning their first World Series; 
graduation at the Omaha Civic Center -  a building 
that did not exist when we entered school; and learn
ing to be a physician, husband, and father (looking back, I'm not sure which was/ 
is the most difficult vocation) and having much joy from each." (Letter dated June 
7,1990)

Thomas J. Cinque (M.D. 1959).

-  Dr. William M. Wahle (M.D. 1958) has memo
ries quite specific to his class: “The class of 1958 will 
remember a certain faculty member who locked the 
door for the 8:00 A.M. Surgery lecture at 7:59 A.M., 
and then checked roll periodically, asking to see 
identification of the responder to assure no one was 
answering for an absent classmate.

The class of '58 will also remember the epidemic 
of 'neurodermatitis' that happened whenever O.P.
Clinic was held on a certain day when a certain 
dermatologist was the attending staff. Although 
statistical analysis and epidemiologic studies were
never completed, the epidemic was so severe that on william m . Wahle (m .d . 1958). 

most days 100 percent of patients seen were afflicted.
Who can forget outcall and the infamous 'Chartas' we wrote prescriptions for, 

driving most pharmacists in the area crazy?
I'm sure some will still remember the sophomore Psychobiology Saturday 

morning lectures, particularly the one during which the 
faculty lecturer was delineating the then prevalent list of 
defense mechanisms. Following the definition of projec
tion, a certain member of the class emitted in a loud voice 
his comparison of the definition to male bovine excre
ment. Nonplussed, the faculty lecturer coolly exhibited 
his fine psychiatric skills and confronted the member, 
causing him to turn a brilliant hue of red and, for the only 
time I can remember, to become speechless." (Graduate 
Questionnaire, 1990)

Anatomy Lab, Fall 1972. (Courtesy Andrew J. Wilson, M.D. 
1976.)

-  Dr. Vincent J. Carollo (M.D. 1962) recalls the 
Anatomy Department, circa 1958: "Their stated philoso
phy, was 'Keep medical students on their knees.' They

435



Memories

were arrogant and cruel. I hope Anatomy at Creighton is now presented in a more 
relaxed atmosphere so students and teachers can learn with mutual respect." 
(Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. D. Arnold Dowell (M.D. 1931) recalls a controversy which, for a brief 
time, split the faculty and caused much strife. The only woman on the faculty in the 
mid-1950's had a bunion operation done by Dr. James Martin (M.D. 1921), Professor 
and Head of the Department of Orthopedic Surgery. She was not satisfied with the 
results. She initiated a lawsuit against him, and while it was pending, he died, on 
July 20,1956. Many on the faculty blamed her for "killing him", and Dr. Dowell 
recalls that in faculty meetings during and after this episode, colleagues would get 
up and sit elsewhere if she took a seat near them. No reference is to be found to her 
in listings of faculty after the Bulletin, 1955-1957. (Audiotape Interview, October 2, 
1989)

-  Dr. Werner Jensen also remembers the lawsuit entailed by this woman 
faculty member, who hired Melvin Belli from California as her attorney. Belli asked 
Dr. Martin for a deposition, but before he could give one, he died at the Mayo Clinic. 
When the case came to trial, the courtroom was packed with Omaha physicians. As 
many as possible testified for the defense. "Mr. Belli went home with no money." 
(Audiotape Interview, January 18,1990)

-  The parking situation at the old school was different from today, but better? 
"Those who had cars parked just north of the school in an open lot run by an odd 
fellow who didn't seem to mind being out in the foulest of weather. If it snowed in 
the lot, none of it was scooped, and I recall Art Barbier's (M.D. 1962) little V oiks wagon 
getting hung up on the ruts in the snow. We would give it a little push to get it over 
the icy obstruction." (Peter DeMarco, M.D. 1962, Letter, undated)

-  Dr. James L. Manion (M.D. 1966) had a rather inauspicious beginning to his 
medical school career: "I am glad that I had the strength to survive the first week of 
medical school. I had been ill with an abscessed tooth. There was no air condition
ing, and it was very hot, especially in the anatomy laboratory where the formalde
hyde odor was strong. I remember Dr. Hill's telling us to put the tissue in the tissue 
can and the paper in the paper can. My head was swimming. It got better after that 
first week."

Like virtually all Americans, Dr. Manion recalls his whereabouts the afternoon 
of November 22, 1963: "I remember spending the longest hour of my life as a 
sophomore in a Pathology lecture by Dr. Vincent Moragues. It was on November 
22,1963. We had heard over the noon hour that President Kennedy had been shot, 
but no one knew how serious his injuries were. Our class did not learn that he had 
died until the lecture was over. I would venture that no one knew what the lecture 
was about." (Letter, undated)

-  Dr. Edmund V. Pellettiere (M.D. 1964), a pathologist, writes, "I will be 
forever grateful to Dr. Perrin, who said, 'Remember, Pathology can be fun.'" 
(Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. Richard D. Wright (M.D. 1964): "I remember freshman Physiology Lab 
in the old building where it would take almost the entire laboratory time to smoke
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the kymograph drum, a far cry from the first-class facilities which Creighton has 
now. In spite of it all, we did learn and I recall my years there as very happy ones." 
(Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. Thomas M. Collins (M.D. 1969) has a 
memory of the old school, 1965-66: "Noon-time Mass 
with Father James Quinn, S.J. - the peacefulness and 
spirituality of the thirty minutes in an otherwise 
intense and difficult day." (Graduate Questionnaire, 
1990)

-  Dr. John P. 
Prusmack (M.D. 1967), 
"One of my favorite 
recollections of medi
cal school was hearing 
that Dr. Dietz' vitamin 
deficiency experi

ments were not turning out as expected. Seems some 
of my classmates were supposedly feeding the rats 
Geritol." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

Ft. James J. Quinn, S.J.

-  Some of Dr.
Michael J. O'Halloran's John P. Prusmack (M.D. 1967).

(M.D. 1967) favorite
memories: "Friendly Frank ' . . .  if you will'; the smell 
of the back stairs at St. Joseph; breakfast with Mae at 
the Phi Chi House; making the wooden floor sing to 
Chubby Checker at the Phi Rho House; post-test 
celebrating at the Player's; Bernie Zumpano's yellow 
Plymouth convertible." (Graduate Questionnaire, 
1990)

-  Dr. Charles Dudley Miller (M.D. 1941) re
calls his classmates' generosity: "During my sopho
more year, our daughter was born. The class took up

chances, every 15 minutes, as to when the birth would occur. She was born at 12:30 
A.M., April 19, 1939. One-half went to the winner, and one-half purchased a 
complete layette for the baby." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

Michael J. O'Halloran (M.D. 1967).

-  Dr. Patrick J. Ryan (M.D. 1968) has much sadder, but still caring memories: 
"When my small son was seriously ill, anonymous Creighton students donated 
several hundreds of dollars to defray costs. Collection was initiated by some fellow 
medical students. When my son died a year later, Father Quinn and the President, 
Father Linn, came by the funeral home." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. James R. M. Pearce (M.D. 1970) recalls: "My remembrance is that of an 
episode humorous to me. During the first year, on one of our afternoon lab days, the 
session began with Bill Madden volunteering to come to the front of the classroom 
to sit in a chair and have an NG tube passed on him. It was a traumatic passage, with
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Bill hanging onto his chair and gagging. After a few 
experiments were run, the tube was then withdrawn. 
Trailing the tube was a long string of bloody mucous 
which made the class groan. We were then instructed 
to go to our individual areas to perform this experi
ment on each other. When the class adjourned from 
the general session, I went to the men's room to try to 
conjure up the courage for the experiment which I 
knew all of my other classmates already had. To my 
great surprise, when I went down the hallway to my 
area, there was complete silence on the floor. Upon 
entering my room, I found it empty and after going to 
the window and looking out, I saw below me, four 
floors down, a very busy parking lot where the entire 
freshman class was exiting for the afternoon." (Letter 
dated June 27,1990)

James R. M. Pearce (M.D. 1970).

-  Dr. Janice M. Flaherty (M.D. 1970): "I will 
always remember Dr. Halls's drawing the brain stem. 
He produced a symmetrical drawing using two col
ors of chalk in each hand." (Graduate Questionnaire, 
1990)

-  As a brand new Associate Dean, Dr. Joseph 
Holthaus (M.D. 1947) was confronted with his first 
crisis: A delegation of the freshman class came to his 
office and said that the class was refusing to take the 
exam in Neuroanatomy. Dr. Holthaus reacted calmly, 
reaching into his desk for a pad of withdrawal slips. 
He started peeling off slips from the tablet, counting, 
and asked how many were in the class. The students

said, "What are you doing?" Dr. Holthaus explained that all each student would 
have to do is complete the form and be withdrawn from school. The incident would 
be over. The students reacted as hoped, and all took the exam. "And I was holding 
my breath because I thought, 'My God, the whole freshman class is going to 
withdraw and Dr. Egan will think I am a real idiot.'" (Audiotape Interview, 
February 5,1990)

Janice M. Flaherty (M.D. 1970).

Also when Associate Dean, Dr. Holthaus recalls the time that Dr. Egan was out 
of town and he received a middle-of-the-night phone call from the World Herald. The 
reporter asked Dr. Holthaus, "Is it true that Creighton's Medical School is going to 
close?" Dr. Holthaus, half asleep, held a groggy conversation with the reporter, 
allowing that anything is possible, and although really unlikely, anything could 
happen. Dr. Holthaus went back to sleep, and forgot all about it.

The next morning his wife opened the newspaper and showed him the 
headline, "Creighton's Medical School May Close!" There were Board meetings 
galore following this, but Dr. Holthaus feels the Board didn't think too badly of him, 
for a short time later, he was made Dean. "But that was a most shocking, traumatic 
experience." (Interview)
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-  Father James Hoff recalled being asked by Father Creighton, President of 
the University, to be Acting Dean of the School of Medicine. He remembers 
thinking, at first, that Father Creighton was either kidding him, or had suddenly 
gone crazy. (Audiotape Interview, February 22,1990)

-  Dr. Albert A. Halls (M.D. 1975) recalls his slightly different circumstances 
as a medical student: "Initially, before entering Creighton School of Medicine, I was 
an Assistant Professor of Anatomy and so I had unique experiences with many of 
my former students, with the tables reversed. Most of my former students ap
proached me with deference. I told each of them, 'Forget that I taught you Anatomy 
and treat me just like any other student.' However, many could not. Even my 
instructors in clinical surgery wouldn't ask me anything about anatomical struc
tures they were encountering during a surgical procedure. Except one doctor! As 
he was completing his Hollywood stitch, he turned toward me and asked, 'What 
artery did I just pierce?', as his needle emerged from skin. I looked quickly at the 
site, and said, 'Superficial transverse perineal artery.' He said, 'By God, you're 
right!"' (Letter dated May 10,1990)

-  Dr. Stephen Brady (M.D. 1975) shares a bittersweet memory: "My father 
developed lung cancer during my senior year. Dr. Tim Phalen arranged for the best 
physicians at UCSF to take over his care, got me an emergency leave from my 
rotation and offered me a personal loan of his own funds so I could leave for San 
Francisco immediately. When I was flying back to resume my studies at Creighton, 
I knew I wasn't just returning to a medical school." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. William Wade Collison (M.D. 1977) recalls two favorite quotes from his 
medical school days: Anatomy Professor: "One man's meat is another man's 
poison," in response to a feminist charge of sexist attitudes in showing a slide 
projection of a nude female (demonstrating a point of anatomy of the upper 
extremity); Pathology Professor: "I was beginning to think you all didn't care." 
"Some event, probably the last day of class, was being celebrated with some suds by 
the Back-Row Gang. The Pathology Professor, Sisson, was incensed until being 
offered a beer, via a notable forward pass across the room by Jim Collier (M.D. 
1977)." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. Richard Chengson (M.D. 1978): "During 
our Centennial graduation exercises in 1978 I hap
pened to find myself in a row that had one more 
graduate than numbers of seats. Being in the middle 
of the row, I couldn't do anything but share one-half 
of a folding chair with a classmate on either side of me 
(Christianson and Corruthers). So we three gradu
ates uncomfortably perched on just two little folding 
chairs, and felt quite embarrassed for at least five 
minutes, until word got passed along to the end of 
our row that there was a desperate need for another 
chair at the end. Luckily, it materialized and half of 
the row slid down one seat, allowing me a full share 
of one chair as the ceremony got underway." (Gradu
ate Questionnaire, 1990)

Richard Chengson (M.D. 1978).

439



Memories

-  Dr. Susan Higgins Olsen (M.D. 1978) has 
warm memories of preparations for her senior class 
banquet: "One of my favorite memories of our class 
was making the slide show for our senior class din
ner. We wanted to emphasize the benefits of Ne
braska skiing, went to a farm near Jim Faylor's place 
(M.D. 1978) in Iowa, and took photos of Corey Colla, 
from California, skiing down a manure pile. We had 
a great time creating that senior skit which brought 
out some of the talents on the right halves of our 
brains." (Letter, undated)

-  Dr. Robert S. Taylor (M.D. 1979): "Histology 
prof to our class: 'What you know that I don't know

is not important. What I know that you don't know will be on your exam.'" 
(Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. Joseph M. Stavas (M.D. 1982) remembers 
"my biggest surprise": "We were awaiting our turn 
to receive diplomas when everything stopped and a 
graduating woman was given loud applause. I asked 
Dan Sucha (medical school classmate) what that was 
about. He said she was a 'Spirit of Creighton Award' 
recipient. I thought to myself, 'What is that?' I had 
never heard of such an award. Twenty minutes later, 
while standing in line to get our diplomas, Sucha 
nudged me, and said, 'You're going to get it.' Before 
I had a chance to ask him what he was talking about, 
my name was called for the diploma, I approached 
Father Morrison, and I got it -  the Spirit of Creighton 
Award! My knees were wobbling, but I remember 
shaking Dr. Heaney's hand." (Graduate Question-

-  Dr. Mark L. D'Agostino (M.D. 1983) recalls a 
heavy-set Neuroanatomy teacher. " In one class he 
was illustrating all the spinal tracts on the chalk 
board using no less than twenty colors. The diagram 
became so confusing the class broke up laughing. 
The teacher did not understand the laughter and was 
quite upset. It took him the rest of the class time to 
calm down, and when he looked at his own drawing, 
he realized it was unintelligible." (Graduate Ques
tionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. Kathleen Lafferty Schatzel (M.D. 1984) 
shares one very tragic memory, and one very funny

naire, 1990)

Kathleen Laferty Schatzel (M.D. 1984).

Joseph Stavas (M.D. 1982) receives the 
Spirit of Creighton Award from Rev. 
Michael G. Morrison, S.J.

Susan Higgins Olsen (M.D. 1978).
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one: "Medical school welded me to my classmates forever with common experi
ences of professional dedication, extreme hard work, stress and accomplishment. 
All of my class of 1984 became a second family, and I wonder what everyone has 
done with their lives.

As a junior medical student, I was on call on the Pediatric Ward when a 
classmate (Steve) came up to me in tears, saying that his roommate (Phil), also our 
classmate, had shot himself in the head. Phil had been a friend of mine even at 
Creighton undergrad years. Phil lived, and I visited him weeks later in the hospital. 
His face was grotesquely swollen and he could only squeeze my hand. I never saw 
him again. I would still like to know how he is.

Graduation Day from medical school was the most victorious day of my life. 
The class received memos weeks before graduation to behave in a formal, profes
sional manner. We, in our exuberance, ignored this advice. We all had helium 
balloons, as well as champagne bottles, hidden under our robes. As we were the last 
school to graduate, several bottles of champagne, heated by bodies, started to pop 
their corks early. This day was also one of the saddest and scariest of my life -  being 
thrown out to the real world without the comfort of classmates and family." 
(Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. Karenmarie Kathleen Meyer (Laursen) (M.D. 1985), recalls: "As second 
year medical students we were taught Micro by the Sanders couple. They attended 
a conference in San Juan and left us taped lectures, staged as if they were live from 
the island. We celebrated their return by having a San Juan Day with appropriate 
beach wear and furniture brought in.

We were labled the 'Cavalyrs' (spelling for licence plates) by Father Hoff 
during our second year, after the unfortunate cheating incident. Those of us who 
were not involved and continued our schooling got the lecture, dressing down and 
label. Many of us from different states got licence plates with 'CAVALYR' on them. 
I still have mine and think of the incredible bond we had during those remaining 
three years - we had to be just that much better." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

Extra-Curricular Activities, or “All Work and No Play . . . ”
-  Dr. Werner Jensen (M.D. 1932) recalled that during Prohibition, his frater

nity, Phi Beta Pi, bought alcohol by the gallon in tin cans, "horrible quality stuff." A 
certain 1931 graduate helped them by trading gallons of pure alcohol for the bootleg 
alcohol, and then using it for A VC solutions. "It probably didn't smell too good, but 
it worked just the same." (Audiotape Interview, January 18,1990)

-  "Of course there were the more affluent students who lived in the fraterni
ties -  probably half the class held this distinction. Medical fraternities were very 
strong ..  .'Rushing' the freshmen students during the early weeks of the year was 
an exciting time [though] in my case the bank failure terminated any thought of 
becoming a frat brother." (Dr.James F. Kennedy (M.D. 1935), "Some Reminiscenses 
from a Member of the Class of '35'," September 29,1990, p. 3.)

-  Dr.Kenneth P. Steimel (M.D. 1958) recalls a special Friday night treat, after 
a long week of studying: "Freshmen year medical school at Creighton, pizza was 
relatively new, and a Friday evening highlight after classes was to stop at 'La Casa'
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William Pettinger (M.D. 1959), Ken Steimel 
(M.D. 1958) and John Kestel (M.D. 1958). 
(Courtesy Dr. Kenneth Steimel.)

Left to right: John Kestel (M.D. 1958); Ken 
Steimel (M.D. 1958); Bill Pettinger (M.D.
1959); unknown; Phil Mulholland (M.D. 1958) 
and Ted Wachs (M.D. 1958). (Courtesy Dr. 
Kenneth Steimel.)

Steimel (M.

on Farnam Street for pizza, a large tossed salad with Italian dressing and a pitcher 
of beer-W illiam Pettinger [M.D. 1959], Philip Mulholland [M.D. 1958], Jim Hession 
[M.D. 1959], and me/' (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Remembered by Dr. John Straka (M.D. 1966) were some events at the Phi 
Rho Sigma house in the early 1960's. Some parties got a little out of hand: "I was 
surprised to find at our first party at the Phi Rho Sigma house on Davenport that a 
brawl broke out between one of my new freshmen classmates and a junior. It earned 
the freshman the nickname The Animal' in 1962."

Also remembered and confessed by Dr. Straka was a bachelor party in a South 
Omaha bar where some friends from the Phi Rho house, along with many other 
customers, were being entertained by a "tassel twirler". Somehow, by accident, 
(while she was giving close attention to the medical student delegation), her bra 
came off. Whether it was accidental or not, the bouncers came to her rescue and 
tossed them out. Dr. Straka added, "It was difficult to face clinic patients the next 
day, who had also been in the bar." (John A. Straka, letter dated July 12,1990)

-  "One of the funnier things for me was coming back in 1977 (10-year reunion) 
to see that the Phi Rho Fraternity Flouse at 40th & Davenport had been purchased 
by the 'Flari Krishna' religious movement. Where once there was a bar and juke box 
with dance floor in the basement, now there was a 'shrine' to their 'Leader.'" 
[Reported by others as "Moonies" rather than Hari Krishna.]

I also remember the night that Jim Stanoscheck [M.D. 1962] was severely 
beaten by some thugs across from the 103 Club on 40th & Dodge. I know he never 
forgot that.

The 103 Club was one of our favorite hangouts -  and who could forget Art 
Abrams, the owner of the drugstore on the corner of 40th & Dodge. Art Abrams was 
also our landlord - he could never understand how Vito Del Deo [M.D. 1967], Ted 
Wold [M.D. 1967], Tom Thiemen [M.D. 1967] and I could live in such filth! He once 
reported us to the Public Health Department." (William W. Tipton, M.D. 1967), 
Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. Earl J. Carstensen (M.D. 1968) also remembers some activities at Phi 
Rho: "In my years, 1964-68, the Phi Rho distinguished itself by a traditional annual 
grand occasion -  the Maze Party. We always knew the party was underway when
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A1 Bisbee [M.D. 1967] fired a 12-gauge salvo from the balcony. We knew it had 
ended when the terminal Phi Rho party animal rose bleary-eyed through the roof of 
the maze, date dutifully at his side, the next morning." (Letter dated June 1,1990)

-  Dr. Michael R. Kelly (M.D. 1969) remembers 
two bits of the past with particular clarity. One is Dr. 
Dan Egan's Friday Night Journal Club, conducted 
every Friday evening from 7:00-9:00. So faithful in 
attendance was Dr. Kelly that he was even there on 
the night his wife went into labor with their first child. 
Dr. Kelly writes that Dr. Egan made his day by telling 
him his (Dr. Kelly's) article in The New England Journal 
of Medicine was reviewed at the journal club in the 
summer of 1990. (Letter dated May 28,1990)

-  Dr. William J. Reedy (M.D. 1984) re
members fondly the yearly class golf tourna
ments and picnics. (Graduate Questionnaire,
1990)

-  Dr. John F. Fitzgibbons (M.D. 1955) 
relates a more current extra-curricular activity:

"A few years 
ago at our class 
reunion and 
Omaha Midwest
Clinical Society meeting here in town, an unusual 
event occurred. One of our pathology classmates 
attended the meeting and thoroughly enjoyed him
self. Upon leaving, it was discovered that he had left 
his suit coat and dress shoes in the hotel room. To this 
day, it is still a mystery to his local classmates, grant
ing that he is an extremely capable person, how he 
arrived at his home city coatless and shoeless. This 
had to be an exceedingly fine piece of 'footwork,' 
considering that it was November in Omaha, Ne
braska." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

The Clinical Experience
-  Dr. Clarence S. Moran (M.D. 1928) recalled his Intern days at St. Joseph's 

Hospital. He and his roommate stayed in a room right next to a bathroom, which 
had an entrance from the hallway in addition to access from his room. It was 
separated from his room by only a curtain. The other interns would use the 
bathroom day and night, regardless of what Dr. Moran and his roommate were 
doing -  sleeping, reading, dressing, etc. There was very little privacy -  even in the 
bathroom.

John F. Fitzgibbons (M.D. 1955).

Class of 1983 annual golf tourney, Summer 
1980. Left to right: Brandon Kimura; Peter 
Leoni; Derrick Dang and Kelly Drohn, all 
M.D. 1983. (Courtesy Dr. Derrick Dang.)

Michael R. Kelly (M.D. 1969).
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Sister Imelda was one of the German nuns at the hospital, who was in charge 
of Dr. Moran's floor. Her duties included scrubbing the floors. "In those years, they 
didn't have a lot of people around scrubbing, and you know, the Sisters would have 
a bucket and they'd be out doing this work themselves. They'd just pull up their 
skirts, push them down into their belt, make themselves a pair of shorts and away 
they'd go."

"Well, Sister Imelda -  when Sister cleaned, she cleaned! And if you were in the 
way, she'd get you out of the way. So if you were in the bathroom, no matter what 
you were doing in the bathroom, if she was in there to clean, she just went right ahead 
and cleaned. She might talk to you, she just didn't ignore you, she knew that you 
were there, but you might as well have been cutting somebody's birthday cake, for 
all it mattered." (Audiotape Interview, September 12,1989)

Clarence S. Moran (M.D. 1928).

-  Dr. Moran also vividly recalled the food 
served to him in the Intern's Dining Room. There 
were places set for ten interns, one resident and an 
extra place for a visitor. One prominent local physi
cian would make rounds, then come down to the 
Intern's Dining Room for a free lunch. He had a 
healthy appetite, and if he ate his own piece of pie and 
was still hungry, would take another from an intern's 
place. The interns devised their own revenge to teach 
him a lesson:

Croton oil is a very strong purgative. A drop or 
two on the tongue will do the trick. Knowing what 
day this physician was going to drop in for lunch, the 
interns put croton oil on his pie, hurriedly ate their 

own lunches, then strayed out a few at a time and occupied every available toilet, 
locking the doors. "Suddenly he had to leave, and the last he was seen was going 
out the front door. He never ate with the interns again."

The Interns weren't thrilled with some of the institutional cooking, according 
to Dr. Moran. He recalled that Friday fish was an especially dreaded meal. One 
evening, the interns simply picked up the whole platter of fish, and set it out in the 
hall on the floor.

Sunday evenings were for informal meals, such as cold food. This is when the 
interns were served the chickens that had been boiled already for soup earlier in the 
week. The chicken wasn't browned and "that white wrinkled skin all puckered up, 
always reminded you of second middle, where all the old men were kept, the old 
boys with prostatic trouble . . .  all emaciated . . .  It looked just like the skin on those 
chickens. So the chicken on Sunday night was always passed by." (Moran)

-  Dr. D. Arnold Dowell (M.D. 1931) remembers his days as an intern and 
resident at the old St. Joe's. He recalled Sister Wilhelma's print shop in the basement, 
where he used to go to visit and talk, until one day Sister told him he couldn't come 
down any more. It seems Sister Somebody had told the Sister Superior that Dr. 
Dowell was "hanging around there too much for their own good." (Audiotape 
Interview, October 2,1989)
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-  Dr. Werner Jensen (M.D. 1932) recalled that as live-in externs at Douglas 
County Hospital their senior year, he and his five classmates decided an intern who 
had graduated the year before them had Dunlop's Disease, because "his belly done 
lops over his belt buckle." (Audiotape Interview, January 18,1990)

-  Dr. J. Whitney Kelley (M.D. 1934) remem
bered hearing that the top floor of the Our Lady of 
Victory Unit, the mental health addition to St. Joseph's 
Hospital, had been planned for the exclusive use of 
nuns and priests. But this never came about. There 
was so much inter-order rivalry among nuns and 
priests that other orders would not stay in an institu
tion whose main authority was Franciscans. (Audio- 
tape Interview, November 18,1990)

-  A 1940 medical graduate remembered that 
medical students could use one entrance only to St.
Joseph Hospital, a door on the extreme south end of 
the basement. This was usually highly inconvenient, 
forcing students to walk the length of the hospital to 
gain admittance. This could be extremely frustrating on cold, snowy days.

The same graduate spoke of the differences between St. Joseph's and St. 
Catherine's Hospitals. While the Sisters at St. Joseph's were a rather stern, strict lot, 
those at St. Catherine's were "a nice, friendly, supportive group of people... They 
would have an Irish fit at the interns, then would feel remorse and would have the 
nurse bring sandwiches and milk at ten o'clock in the evening to our quarters." 
(Audiotape Interview, July 15,1990)

-  In the same vein, Dr. Arnold Lempka (M.D. 1941) remembers having been 
befriended by a prominent surgeon as a senior medical student. The surgeon told 
Dr. Lempka that he had a most interesting operation coming up the next Saturday 
at 9:00 A.M., and if he didn't have class (there were some Saturday morning classes), 
he should come and observe. Dr. Lempka did just that, but was accosted by a nun. 
She asked who he was, and he replied, "A medical student, here to see Dr. So and 
So operate." She replied, "Get out - students are not allowed here." (Audiotape 
Interview, December 4,1989)

-  How to choose a specialty? For some, this was quite simple. Dr. Lempka 
recalled being assigned a number when he entered the Army, #3500, which meant 
Surgery. "So I was up at the front line doing Surgery". Dr. Lempka is a prominent 
Omaha surgeon today. (Interview, December 4,1989)

Dr. Margaret A. Storkan (M.D. 1944) relates how a similar "choice" was 
experienced by a classmate, Dr. James Casey (M.D. 1944): When Dr. Casey reported 
to Army camp, the captain said to the new soldiers, "Count off to twenty." They did 
so, and he said, "You twenty are going to be Army psychiatrists." So Dr. Casey was 
an Army psychiatrist! He finished a residency in psychiatry after the war and began 
a psychiatric practice. (Letter dated May 1990)

-  Dr. Elinor Marsh remembered her clinical years: "There were many 
interesting experiences in the clinics and making house calls. There was the patient

J. Whitney Kelley (M.D. 1934).
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who liked the diet I gave -  she ate it after every meal. One patient liked my medicine 
best. I had given her two five grain Sodium Salicylate tablets because I was out of 
ten grain tablets. There was the patient with a sick child who ran out to the car to 
show us the thermometer registering 107 degrees after she had left it on the window 
sill with the sun on it. There was the home delivery where I was the one who had 
to scrub the only pan, which was filled with burned spaghetti, before we could boil 
instruments." (Letter dated January 15,1990)

-  From Dr. Louis S. Dewey (M.D. 1943): "The most notable and educationally 
rewarding experience at Creighton Medical School was the twelve months (January 
1943 to December 20,1943) spent living at the Booth Memorial Hospital, where Dr. 
John H. Skirving [M.D. 1943] and I had twenty-four hour call for the deliveries of 
unwed mothers. Miss Alice Holub was the nurse in charge, and she was an 
exceptional person, coaching us and calling us in time for deliveries, and reporting 
back to the Obstetrician who was to be our backup if we needed him." (Letter, 
undated)

-  Dr. Frederick M. Herbert (M.D. 1943) recalled a favor done for a student 
nurse: "I participated in a prank while a senior, along with a classmate, at St. Joseph 
Hospital. One very late night, I distracted the nun on duty about 'bedbugs in my 
bed/ while my classmate opened the main door and allowed a student nurse to enter 
and escape unnoticed to her room, long after curfew." (Graduate Questionnaire, 
1990)

-  Dr. William Reals (M.D. 1945) also has colorful memories of his clinical 
experiences. He recalled that as a medical student, he saw The King of the Hobos 
(officially recognized by their organization) come in for treatment at the Clinic.

Of his experiences at St. Joseph's: "We as interns could not go back of the chart 
desk, because we might pinch one of the student nurses. And every nursing station 
had a nun in charge and they said, 'Doctor, we will hand you the charts.' And they
ran us around like a bunch of swine Except at mealtime. We had our own private
dining room, a little service line, an elderly nun, white linen tablecloths, and were 
served with much style by the nuns. The rest of the time they raised hell with us."

"The night supervisor was Sister Chrysostoma, who we called Sister Mary 
Nightmare." Dr. Reals recalled that she had a heavy German accent and an inherent 
sense of knowing when your patient was going bad. "She would come in and get 
you, 'Doctor, get up queek, your patient is dying! You must come now!' The interns 
ran the house, we prepped the patient, shaved the abdomen, did all the lab work -  
after 5:00 the Lab shut down, boom! And they set a scope and a thing for urine 
analysis. If you wanted to get a blood sugar at night, 'Wait till tomorrow morning, 
Doctor, we're closed!' We had a tough old nun that ran the Lab,. . .  Sister Euthalia, 
or 'Euthanasia', as we'd sometimes call her. . . In those days, St. Joe was really for 
Catholics, Protestants and Jews in the town -  THE hospital. . .  St. Catherine's was 
'Those Irish down the street' the [St. Joseph] nuns would say about the Sisters at St. 
Catherine's."

"Probably the best year I ever spent in medicine was my year as intern at St. Joe. 
At five o'clock at night, we ran that hospital. We had to make life and death 
decisions, we had to get people out for emergency surgery, we did problems in 
Obstetrics, we had to get all the transfusions, we started all the IV's. We started at 
seven o'clock in the morning, worked all day, [and sometimes] all night, and went
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home at five o'clock [A.M.]. Then came back at seven o'clock again. We got $20.00 
per month. If we did autopsies, we got an extra $5.00 per month."

Dr. Reals further remembers the role of the nuns at the old St.Joe's: "They were 
old hands, they'd been at it for twenty years . . .  They went in the room and stayed 
with the patient and when they needed one of us, we went. We never argued with 
them. I learned a lot. The nuns were as good as some of the staff, understanding 
what was wrong, and knowing what to do, especially with children. They'd go in 
and hold a crying baby or sit down with a frightened child. It wasn't "the nurse 
administrator" who sits at the desk and sends a nurses' aid in. These women went 
in and did it. And I thought it was a sad day when they left St. Joe, because that 
hospital really reflected their dedication." (Audiotape Interview, March 29,1990)

-  Dr. Richard L. Egan (M.D. 1940) also recalled Sister Euthalia, "Sister Mary 
Laboratory": "She had served in the Kaiser's Army in World War I as a Lab 
Technician." He remembered that the St. Joseph nuns wanted everything kept 
spotlessly clean. Sister Euthalia, in particular, didn't want students around clutter
ing up her lab. "They were messy." So, at one time, the School of Medicine 
supported their own lab within the hospital, run by a lab technician who was paid 
by the School, so that medical students could do the types of lab tests which were 
deemed necessary to good medical education at the time. (Audiotape Interview, 
July 15,1990)

-  Dr. Robert Luby (M.D. 1952) tells of his first home delivery on Home Call. 
He had never seen a delivery before, nor had he even seen pictures of one. He was

quite nervous, and totally unprepared for the fact 
that the baby is quite slippery when first born.

He caught the baby, but it was quite obvious 
that he was juggling it a time or two before he had it 
in his grip quite securely. The grandmother, who 
was watching the delivery, was visibly shaken as she 
watched her new grandchild bounce around. Dr. 
Luby's quick-thinking partner, Ray Caffrey (M.D. 
1952), calmly looked at the disturbed grandmother 
and said, "Eve seen them do that two or three times 
before they cry." It was quite a while before Dr. Luby 
decided to specialize in OB/GYN. (Audiotape Inter- 

, , , view, August 27,1990)
Robert Luby (M.D. 1952).

-  Dr. Luby recalled that his class of interns, 1952 graduates, was the first to 
utilize the National Intern /Resident Matching Program. A large number of his class 
had "matched" at St. Joseph Hospital, where Dr. John Gatewood (M.D. 1933) was the 
coordinator of the program, and Dr. J.P. O'Halloran (M.D. 1952) was the spokesman 
for the interns. "There was a lady who cleaned the residents' quarters, who had 
more authority than the rest of us put together."

Dr. Luby's class of interns pulled their share of pranks. For example, someone 
let loose a pair of rabbits in the interns' quarters. The cleaning woman came in, woke 
up J. P. O'Halloran, and said, "J.P., J.P., is that your rabbit?" Dr. O'Halloran woke 
up from a dead sleep, and shot back, "What color is it?"
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J. P. O'Halloran (M.D. 1952).

Dr. Luby recalled Louise Norris, the hospital telephone operator, who had a 
"remarkable ability to listen to your voice and tell who it was." Some students 
would call and have her page Steve Canyon.

Some of the more mischievous interns and residents would lie down on slabs 
in the morgue, knowing that a student nurse was to come and check in the morgue, 
for some reason devised by another resident, in on the joke. When the student nurse 
came in, the resident (s) would sit up. "Of course, this, I'm sure, shortened her life 
expectancy by a long time."

Another prank Dr. Luby recalled involved a 
patient with obstipation "that nobody could get a 
bowel movement from." Dr. Ross Lemire (Rosaire E.
Lemire, Jr., M.D. 1946) was a resident who had been 
treating this patient at great length. One of the nurses 
put a fake stool in the bedpan, used Hershey choco
late on the toilet paper, then called Dr. Lemire.

"He came in and was just overpowered with the 
concept that his therapy had been successful." When 
the nurse admitted the prank, Dr. Lemire was not 
very happy. The kicker in the story is that the patient 
was psychologically impaired, and was having bowel 
function all along but not telling anyone about it.

A trick played on Dr. J. P. O'Halloran: He was 
told that someone had ordered "BRP" for one of his patients, and would he please

arrange for it. Dr. O'Holloran had no clue as to what 
"BRP" was. He went to everyone trying to find out. 
"BRP", of course, meant Bath Room Privileges.

Dr. Luby tells this story on himself: As a senior 
assigned to the Surgery service, he was supervised, 
among others, by Dr. Joseph J. Borghoff (M.D. 1944). 
Dr. Borghoff had admitted a patient with kidney 
infection. As a medical student, Dr. Luby went in to 
that patient with a litany of questions to ask, in order 
to get a complete history. One of the questions was 
"Do you have yellow stools?" She replied, "Yes." 
Since she also had pain on the right side, Dr. Luby 
suspected gall bladder disease.

He called Dr. Borghoff, who said he better come 
out to see the patient. He did, and in Dr. Luby's 

presence, asked her what color her bowel movements were. She said, "Brown." His 
eyebrows went up and down as he glanced from the patient to Dr. Luby and back 
to the patient. He asked her, "Well, why did you tell Dr. Luby here that you had 
yellow stools?" She said, "Well, they came with the house!" Dr. Borghoff never let 
Dr. Luby forget this incident. Dr. Luby feels that this story illustrates the difficulty 
encountered sometimes in communicating with patients using the English lan
guage.

Another story remembered by Dr. Luby concerns Sister Romalda, the charge 
nurse on third South at St. Joseph, who also had been in the German Army. Sister 
had been caring for a patient who was a known madame, who ran a house of ill 
repute in Omaha. Those were the days of much more permissive hospitalization

Joseph J. Borghoff (M.D. 1944).
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patterns, when doctors hospitalized patients for "rest evaluations." This woman, 
periodically hospitalized for such rest evaluations, was somewhat of a celebrity 
around the hospital. The nurses made a big fuss over her, and she would order 
Chinese food brought in from King Fong Restaurant, which she shared with the 
nurses and staff.

Shortly after one of these hospitalizations, it was noticed in the newspaper that 
she had been arraigned in court for keeping a disorderly house. Sister Romaldo said, 
"Da, Da, Da, the poor woman just got out of the hospital. She didn't have time to get 
her house cleaned." (Audiotape Interview, August 27,1990)

-  Dr. John Mitchell, former Chairman of the Department of Pediatrics, tells of 
the Sister at St. Catherine's Hospital who was in charge of the Maternity Ward. She 
peeked into the expectant father's lounge, and saw the standard array of worried, 
nervous expectant fathers, unshaven, many smoking. One man looked quite calm 
and well-groomed. The nun asked him why he was so calm in contrast to the others. 
He replied that this was his fourteenth child, so he was used to this routine. The 
Sister told him that this was one of the greatest rewards of her job -  getting to see the 
growth of fine Catholic families. The man said, "No, I am a Baptist."

The Sister made haste back to the nurses' station, gathered the student nurses 
around her, and warned them, "Girls, be careful. There's a sex maniac in the father's 
lounge." (Audiotape Interview, February 22,1990)

Novella A. Schafer (M.D. 1957).

closed the window and left, 
day." (Letter, undated)

-  Dr. Novella A. Schafer (M.D. 1957) recalled a 
March day at the old St. Joseph Hospital when "the 
wind was blowing like a fury, as it often does in 
Omaha. In this one patient's room it was blowing 
with almost equal fury [as it was] in the outdoors. 
The nurse came up to the older Dr. Ewing [Benjamin
F. Ewing, M.D. 1923], telling him she really didn't 
know what was wrong. We walked into the patient's 
room. The patient was under about six blankets. Dr. 
Ewing opened the blind [and] realized the window 
was opened from the top. He said to the nurse, 'Get 
me a hook.' She said, 'What Doctor, what did you 
say?' He said, 'Get me a hook.' The nurse finally 
understood and got a window hook. Dr. Ewing 

That was the extent of the service to the patient that

-  Dr. Schafer also recalled making rounds with Dr. Joseph Gross (M.D. 1938), 
an Orthopedic Surgeon. "We walked into this patient's room. He [Dr. Gross] did 
a straight leg raising test. The ace bandages were wrapped about two-thirds around 
one leg and over to the other leg a couple of turns, then back again. Of course, when 
he did the straight-leg-raising, here are ace bandages stretching from one leg to the 
other. Dr. Gross didn't even smile. He talked to the patient as if everything [was] 
all right, but challenged us as he left the room, 'You better straighten out those 
bandages.' Everyone was straight faced until he left; [then] nurses and medical 
students broke into laughter. No one had any idea who put those ace bandages on!" 
(Letter, undated)
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-  From Dr. F. Daniel Foley (M.D. 1959):
"Creighton clerkships at St. Joe's were practical. Af
terwards, as an intern in the New York area, I recall 
being last to be invited one day to try a diagnostic 
lumbar puncture on a patient after the Resident and 
Chief Resident in Neurology could not tap it. There 
were just the four of us in the examining room. I 
popped it on the first pass in less than five seconds -  
did my pressure and collected the sample and got out 
of there. Learned that at St. Joe's!" (Graduate Ques
tionnaire, 1990)

-  Dean Richard L. O'Brien (M.D. 1960) recalled 
that in his student days, in the basement of the old St.
Joe's, there were research labs. Dr. Robert Heaney had his lab there, on the south end 
of the front corridor, where he was doing calcium absorption studies. "Some of the

most god-awful smells used to emanate from that labo
ratory because of their reducing human feces to ashes. 
Oh God, it was terrible!"

Dr. Heaney and his assistants used to collect the 
samples, some recruited from students, freeze them, 
and then, maybe once a week, they used to "bake 'em." 
"The whole south end of that hall was like a stockyards."

Dr. O'Brien also recalled that another classmate, 
John O'Brien (M.D. 1960), was working with Dr. John 
Walsh on folic acid metabolism studies, and was recruit
ing people to give urine samples. "One thing I do 
remember about my clinical years was students collect
ing specimens from each other, and student's wives, as 
well, for research projects." (Audiotape Interview, 
December 27,1990)

-  Dr. Peter DeMarco (M.D. 1962): "I am sure the students remember the old 
County Hospital without air conditioning and its many patients. Enjoyed the Psych 
rounds with Dr. Chet Farrell, who always had the correct psychiatric diagnosis and 
would keep us humored with his insight and comments. Back then, we had an OB 
rotation at St. Elizabeth's in Lincoln. The food was lousy and I was skinny to start 
with and during that month must have lost another ten pounds. If it wasn't for 
LeRoy Evens's (M.D. 1962) antics, I wouldn't have survived.

Would love to return and savor all the good times at Saint Joseph Hospital on 
the clinic rotation on third middle. The Psych rotation was over in Council Bluffs at 
St. Bernard's, where Dr. Mahoney taught us Psych, but in our free time we could 
brush up on our ping-pong game." (Letter, undated)

-  From Dr. Albert A. Halls (M.D. 1975): "Another experience stands out in my 
mind which illustrates the unwritten maxim about procedures, i.e. see one, do one, 
teach one. I was in my residency and had seen literally thousands of spinals but had 
never, up to that time, done one. The time was 3:00 A.M. and I had my third-year 
and fourth-year students with me, and I had to do a spinal on a leukemia patient who

Dr. Heaney's Lab.
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had suddenly spiked a fever. So I calmy gathered the equipment, instructed the 
students about anatomical landmarks and inserted the needle, as if I had done 
hundreds of them. [I] obtained the fluid without any difficulty. They never knew 
it was my first spinal and here I was teaching the procedure, telescoping the latter 
two into one."

Furthermore, "As a medical student, I also worked in the hospital as an R.N. 
on night shift (11-7), so sometimes I didn't know which hat I was wearing." 
(Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  An experience recalled by Dr. Leslie R. 
Fleischer (M.D. 1975):" I was on rounds one evening 
with Dr. Sullivan at the VA hospital with several 
senior medical student residents and interns. I was a 
third-year student at the time. We went to see a man 
who had relative hypotension and generalized 
asthenia. He had been worked up for several days 
with no diagnosis forthcoming. At the time, I had just 
finished memorizing the Washington manual. As I 
listened to Dr. Sullivan discuss the case, his differen
tial diagnosis included panhypopituitarism. Reflect
ing upon that interaction, I realized that I knew how 
to treat symptoms, but the global nature of diagnosis 
in internal medicine was still something I had to deal 
with.

This episode probably reflects more about my learning process than it does 
about Dr. Sullivan's teaching." (Letter dated June 29,1990)

-  Dr. William J. Lesner (M.D. 1976) recalled 
two memorable incidents from his clinical experi
ences: "I'll never forget my first code. It was at 3:00 
A.M. when I was on call. The patient survived. I've 
since experienced other codes that were not as suc
cessful, but that event taught me the power of medi
cine."

"I volunteered to provide psychiatric services 
in the jail connected to County Hospital. Once while 
interviewing an enormous man across the bars of the 
cell, the man reached through the bars and repeat
edly slammed me into the bars. I thought I was going 
to die. About a year later, I passed the same man on 
the street. He came up to me with a big smile, and 
slapped me on the back, saying, 'How ya doing, Doc 
... I really liked talking to you!"' (Graduate Question
naire, 1990)

-  Dr. Stephen A. Straubing (M.D. 1976): "I fondly remember walking the 
creaky halls of old St. Joe's Hospital at night on call. Everything about medicine was 
new and exciting to me at that time. I can even remember enjoying getting up at 3:00 
A.M. to draw a blood gas! The smell of St. Joe's was so ingrained in my brain that

William J. Lesner (M.D. 1976).
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even now when I smell a similar odor of antiseptics, old plaster and whatever else 
made up that odor, I'm immediately transported back to those very memorable and 
exciting years. Medicine has certainly undergone some amazing changes in the 
relatively short time since my Creighton days. Many of these changes have been less 
than positive. I certainly am not enjoying things as much as I did in my clinical years 
at C.U." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. Richard A. Chengson (M.D. 1978) also recalled this experience: "I 
remember my very first 'code blue' in which I performed CPR in the middle of one 
night on Medicine Call in my junior year. I made a valiant effort at doing precise 
chest compressions on a frail, elderly man who I knew nothing about, who had 
arrested in old St. Joe's ICU. I felt tremendously satisfied when he regained his own 
pulse and respiration, until I happened to hear the wizened old chaplain's remark 
-  that he was terribly sorry to see that we had brought him around again. Apparently 
this was a terminally ill patient who had been through this routine many times 
before in the same bed and we'd only postponed his ultimate destiny for perhaps a 
few hours more." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Arrhythmia newspaper account of a funny (?) intern story: "From time to 
time one among us rises above the mundane and banal pace of everyday existence. 
Dr. Mike Collison, an Internal Medicine intern, was at a remarkable height one day 
last month only to plunge to the depth of human agony. While working one evening 
at the South St. Joseph's Mental Ward, Dr. Collison was unfortunate enough to lock 
himself in the building. The doors of the psychiatric ward are designed to lock upon 
closure and can only be opened with a key. Caught in the apparently minor 
predicament, Mike attempted a graceful exit by calling for help to housekeeping, 
Security and the nurses, only to find that there were no keys available. Frustrated 
and desperate (or perhaps just in a hurry), his solution to the predicament was one 
of those simple ideas that prompts one to think: Why didn't I think of that? Utilizing 
readily available materials he fabricated an escape vehicle. By tying the room's 
drapes together he obtained a length adequate to permit lowering himself to the 
ground. (The window's height was put at thirty feet by one report). With an iron 
will, palpitations and tachycardia, this bold doctor began rapelling with drapes 
down the side of the St. Joseph's Mental Health Center. At a critical point in the 
descent, the rotten cloth of his makeshift rope separated with a loud rip and the good

doctor plunged unceremoniously to the ground, suf
fering two broken ribs and minor contusions. One 
G.I. specialist stated that at the instant the rip was 
first heard by Dr. Collison, his anal sphincter tone 
could probably have cut a nail. When asked for 
comment, Dr. Collison said, 'Hell no, the knots didn't 
unravel, the ratty curtains tore.'" ("Doctor Falls Out 
of One Hospital Into Another," Arrhythmia Decem
ber 1979, p. 11.)

-  Dr. Trenette Larson-Barkley (M.D. 1981) re
called a very funny incident: "One of the funnier 
things I remember about med school was Fred Simon 
(M.D. 1981) up in stirrups in the Bergan Mercy delivTrenette Larson-Barkley (M.D. 1981).

452



Chapter XVIII

ery room, letting the nurses use him as a model to show us how to prep a woman for 
delivery." (Graduate Questionnaire, 1990)

-  Dr. Maryrose Turner Lonergan (M.D. 1982) 
spoke of the highs and lows of clinical experience: "I 
remember the excitement of finally starting my clini
cal rotations after two years of almost exclusive class
room time. (During those first two years I found 
exercise at our two-hour lunch break to give me the 
energy and release of tension I needed to do well). I 
can remember many of my early patients. As an 
internal medicine intern at the VA Hospital, I remem
ber being the first to tell a man in his 40's that his 
headaches were from m alignant melanoma 
metastases to the brain, and that he would probably 
not be able to survive a year with the abysmal current 
therapy. I did not feel that I had enough gray hairs to 
reassure him in any way after such shocking news.

I also remember the thrill of [giving] my first general anesthesia. When the 
patient woke up I felt as if I had just performed a wonderful feat. To this day, my 
favorite part of an anesthetic is knowing the patient is recovering well." (Graduate 
Questionnaire, 1990)

Special People and Programs of the Next Century: Memories in 
the Making

Through the past years the Creighton University School of Medicine has 
produced a steadily increasing number of outstanding clinicians and noted research 
men and women, and has developed services, projects and programs having even 
greater significance. Now, with the firmest financial foundation yet, and with more 
modernized, larger physical facilities than ever before, it is certain that the next 
century will outstride the 100 years of progress the Creighton School of Medicine is 
now completing.

Maryrose Turner-Lonergan (M.D. 
1982).
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Appendix

Deans of the Creighton School of Medicine
1892-1896 -  Patrick S. Keogh, M.D.
1896 (Acting); 1897-1900; 1901-1913 -  Dr. DeWitt Clinton Bryant, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
1900-1901 -  John Prentiss Lord, M.D., F.A.C.S.
1913-1915 -  Archibald Lawrence Muirhead, M.D.
1915- 1916 -  Robert Retzer, M.D.
1916- 1918 -  James Ross Clemens, B.M., B.Ch., F.R.C.S.
1918-1932 -  Herman von W. Schulte, M.D.
1932- 1933 -  John Joseph Mclnerny, S.J. (Acting)
1933- 1939 -  Bryan Michael Riley, M.D., F.A.C.P.
1939-1948 -  Charles Martel Wilhelmj, M.D.
1948-1951 -  Percy J. Carroll, M.D., F.A.C.S.
1951-1959 -  Frederick George Gillick, M.D., F.A.C.C.
1959-1970 -  Richard Leo Egan, M.D., F.A.C.P.
1970-1980 -  Joseph Michael Holthaus, M.D., F.A.C.P.
1980-1982 -  James Erwin Hoff, S.J., Ph.D. (Acting)
1982-1992 -  Richard L. O'Brien, M.D., F.A.C.P.

Regents of the Creighton School of Medicine
1892-1895
1895-1899
1899-1907
1907-1928
1928-1931
1931
1931-1946
1946-1951
1951-1958
1958-1961
1961-1969

Rev. James F. X. Hoeffer, S.J.
Rev. John Pahls, S.J.
Rev. Michael P. Dowling, S.J.
Rev. William P. Whelan, S.J.
Rev. Terence H. Ahearn, S.J.
Rev. Patrick J. Mahan, S.J. (Acting) 
Rev. John Joseph Mclnerny, S.J. 
Rev. Harry B. Crimmins, S.J.
Rev. John J. Foley, S.J.
Rev. Vincent L. Decker, S.J.
Rev. James J. Quinn, S.J.

Department Chairmen

During the earlier years of the School of Medicine, departments and chairmen were not 
always designated as such. Some of the following names from those years simply identify the 
faculty member recognized as responsible for the subject. Information in parentheses reflects 
departmental name changes and the organizational recombinations that occurred in some 
departments.

Anatomy
1892- 1893
1893- 1898 
1898-1908 
1908-1911 
1911-1915 
1915-1917 
1917-1932 
1932
1933-1938
1938-1950
1950-1969
1969- 1970
1970- 1988

John Prentiss Lord, M.D.
W. E. Harris, M.D.
Edwin C. Henry, M.D.
J. Frederick Langdon, M.D.
Hugo W. Wightman, M.D. 
Vacant
Herman von W. Schulte, M.D. 
Fred J. Schwertley, M.D. (Acting) 
Augustus G. Pohlman, M.D. 
Cleveland S. Simpkins, Ph.D.
R. Dale Smith, Ph.D.
William E. Dossel, Ph.D. (Acting) 
William E. Dossel, Ph.D.
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1988- The Department of Anatomy became a Division of the Department of
Biomedical Sciences, whose chairman is Richard F. Murphy, Ph.D.

Anesthesiology
1977 -  John L. Gordon, M.D.

Biochemistry
1892-1894 -  W. S. Robinson, M.A. (Chemistry and

1894-1895 -

1895-1901 -

1901-1917 -

1917-1921 -

1921- 1922 -
1922- 1928 -  
1928-1959 -  
1959-1961 -  
1961-1976 -  
1976-1979 -  
1979-1988 -  
1988-

John L. Gordon, M.D., 
Chairman of the Department 
of Anesthesiology.

Toxicology)
W. S. Robinson, M.A. (Bacteriology and 
Medical Chemistry)
Charles F. Crowley, Ph.C. (Chemistry and 
Toxicology)
Charles F. Crowley, Ph.C. (Chemistry,
Toxicology and Skiography 
(Radiology)
Sergius Morgulis, Ph.D. (Biochemistry and 
Physiology)
Victor E. Levine, Ph.D. (Biochemistry)
Victor E. Levine, Ph.D. (Biochemistry and Nutrition)
Victor E. Levine, Ph.D., M.D. (Biological Chemistry and Nutrition) 
Nicholas Dietz, Ph.D. (Acting)
Ibert C. Wells, Ph.D.
David Gambal, Ph.D.
Edward L. Rongone, Ph.D.
The Department of Biochemistry was combined with the Departments of 
Anatomy and Physiology into the Department of
Biomedical Sciences, whose chairman is Richard 
F. Murphy, Ph.D

Biomedical Sciences (This Department has three divisions: 
Anatomy, Biochemistry and Physiology)
1988- -  Richard F. Murphy, Ph.D.

Dermatology (Dermatology/Urology until 1948)
1893-1910
1910- 1911
1911- 1948 
1948-1955 
1955-1957

1957

-  H. Clayton Sumney, M.D.
-  Vacant
-  Charles McMartin, M.D., Ph.B.
-  John A. Borghoff, M.D.
-  John A. Borghoff, M.D. (Co-Director)
-  Zeno N. Korth, M.D. (Co-Director)
-  Zeno N. Korth, M.D. (Co-Director)

Richard F. Murphy, Ph.D., 
Chairman of the Department 
of Biomedical Sciences.

1957-1968
1968-1975
1975-1987
1987-

William E. Kelley, M.D. (Co-Director) 
William E. Kelley, M.D.
Richard Q. Crotty, M.D.
Ramon M. Fusaro, M.D., Ph.D.
The Department of Dermatology became a 
Division of the Department of Medicine

Family Practice
1973-1977
1977
1978-1981
1984- 1985
1985- 1989 
1989-

Michael J. Haller, M.D.
Fred J. Pettid, M.D.
Michael J. Haller, M.D. 
Eugene Barone, M.D. (Acting) 
Eugene Barone, M.D.
Michael J. Haller, M.D.

Michael J. Haller, M.D., 
Chairman of the Department 
of Family Practice.
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Forensic Medicine and Medical Economics (Legal & Economic Medicine in 1954)
1940-1951 -  Roy W. Fouts, M.D.
1951-1954 -  Vacant
1954-1969 -  Arthur J. Offerman, M.D.
1969- -  The Department of Legal & Economic Medicine

was incorporated into the Department of 
Preventive Medicine and Public Health

Health Policy and Ethics
1988- -  Charles J. Dougherty, Ph.D.

Histology
1892-1894 -

1894-1898 -  

1898-1913 -  

1913-

W. Ross Martin, M.D. (Histology, Pathology 
and Bacteriology)
J. S. Foote, M.D. (Physiology, Histology and 
Pathology)
J. S. Foote, M.D. (Histology, Physiology, 
Pathology and Clinical Microscopy)
Since 1913 Histology has been taught by the 
Department of Anatomy.

Charles J. Dougherty, Ph.D., 
Chairman of the Department 
of Health Policy ana Ethics.

Medicine
1892-1908
1908-1912
1912-1922
1922-1933
1933-1950
1950-1952
1952-1954
1954-1956
1956
1957-1960
1960
1961-1968
1968-1972
1972-1985
1985-

A. W. Riley, M.D.
Millard Langfeld, M.D.
Arthur D. Dunn, M.D.
Bryan M. Riley, M.D.
Adolph Sachs, M.D.
Harold N. Neu, M.D. (Acting) 
Harold N. Neu, M.D.
Benjamin B. Wells, M.D., Ph.D. 
John R. Walsh, M.D. (Acting) 
John R. Walsh, M.D.
Robert P. Heaney, M.D. (Acting) 
Robert P. Heaney, M.D.
James F. Sullivan, M.D. (Acting) 
George O. Clifford, M.D.
Walter O'Donohue, M.D.

Walter J. O'Donohue, M.D., 
Chairman of the Department
of Medicine.

Microbiology
1892-1894

1894- 1895

1895- 1898 
1898-1913 
1913-1917 
1917-1922 
1922-1924

1924- 1925
1925- 1947

1947-1950
1950-1968
1968-1972
1972-

W. Ross Martin, M.D. (Histology, Pathology 
and Bacteriology)
W. Ross Martin, M.D. (Bacteriology and 
Medical Chemistry)
W. Ross Martin, M.D. (Bacteriology)
Millard Langfeld, M.D. (Bacteriology)
J. S. Foote, M.D. (Pathology and Bacteriology) 
Vacant
Clarence M. Hyland, M.D. (Bacteriology and 
Hygiene)
Vacant
B. Carl Russum, M.D. (Bacteriology, Histology 
and Pathology)
Vacant
James M. Severens, Ph.D.
Andor Szentivanyi, M.D.
W. Eugene Sanders, Jr., M.D.

W. Eugene Sanders, Jr., M.D., 
Chairman of the Department 
of Microbiology.
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Neurology
1975-1986 -  Donald R. Bennett, M.D.
1986-1989 -  Ronald F. Pfeiffer, M.D. (Acting)
1989- -  John M. Bertoni, M.D.

Obstetrics and Gynecology (At various times combined 
and separate):

Obstetrics and Gynecology
1892-1894 -  Patrick S. Keogh, M.D.

Obstetrics
1894-1907 -  Charles Rosewater, M.D. 
1907-1919 -  Alonzo E. Mack, M.D. 
1919-1924 -  Samuel McCleneghan, M.D.

Gynecology
1894-1896
1896-1911
1911-1921
1921-1924

Patrick S. Keogh, M.D.
W. O. Henry, M.D.
Rudolph Rix, M.D.
Edward E. Chaloupka, M.D.

Obstetrics and Gynecology
1924-1934 -  Edward E. Chaloupka, M.D.

Obstetrics
1934-1937 -  Frank P. Murphy, M.D. (Acting)

Gynecology
1934-1937 -  Maurice E. Grier, M.D.

Obstetrics and Gynecology
1938-1961
1961-1966
1966- 1967
1967- 1969 
1969-1972 
1972-1978
1978- 1979
1979- 1981 
1981-1988
1988- 1989
1989-

Maurice E. Grier, M.D.
Albert B. Lorincz, M.D.
Maurice E. Grier, M.D. (Acting) 
Eugene J. Slowinski, M.D.
Leo T. Heywood, M.D.
Robert J. Luby, M.D.
Robert L. Pierson, M.D.
Patrick T. Heffron, M.D. (Acting) 
James W. Daly, M.D.
Warren T. Kable, M.D. (Acting) 
Murray Joseph Casey, M.D.

Ophthalmology, Otology, Rhinology and Laryngology
(Various Combinations from 1892-1922):

Ophthalmology/Otology
1892-1896 -  Dewitt C. Bryant, M.D.

Laryngology/Rhinology
1895-1896 -  H. Leslie Burrell, M.D.

John M. Bertoni, M.D., Ph.D., 
Chairman of the Department 
of Neurology.

Murray Joseph Casey, M.D., 
Chairman of the Department 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology.
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Ophthalmology
1896-1913 -  Dewitt C. Bryant, M.D. 
1913-1916 -  Harry L. Arnold, M.D.

Otology/Laryngology, Rhinology
1896-1916 -  H. Leslie Burrell, M.D.

Ophthalmology/Otolaryngology/Laryngology/Rhinology
1916-1922 -  Harry L. Arnold, M.D.

Ophthalmology
1922-1939 -  Louis B. Bushman, M.D.
1939-1949 -  Charles M. Swab, M.D.
1949- 1950 -  James Francis Finegan, M.D. (Acting)
1950- 1958 -  James Francis Finegan, M.D.
1958-1961 -  William Newlon Hahn, M.D. (Acting)
1961-1977 -  Richard Saul Greenberg, M.D.
1977 -  Became a Division of the Department of Surgery

Otolaryngology
1922-1940 -  Claude T. Uren, M.D.
1940-1946 -  Vacant 
1946-1949 -  Herman E. Kully, M.D.
1949- 1950 -  Thomas T. Smith, M.D. (Acting)
1950- 1974 -  Thomas T. Smith, M.D.
1974- -  Patrick E. Brookhouser, M.D.

Orthopedic Surgery
1893-1895 -  W. O. Henry, M.D.
1895-1898 -  W. Ross Martin, M.D.
1898-1934 -  Division under the Department of Surgery 
1934-1948 -  William L. Sucha, M.D.
1948-1956 -  James W. Martin, M.D.
1956-1969 -  Werner P. Jensen, M.D.
1969-1975 -  Frank J. Iwersen, M.D.
1975- 1979 -  Richard T. Chiroff, M.D.
1979- -  The Department of Orthopedic Surgery became a Division of the Department

of Surgery

Patrick E. Brookhouser, M.D., 
Chariman of the Department 
of Otolaryngology, Father 
Flanagan Professor of 
Otolaryngology.

Pathology
1892-1894 -

1894-1898 -

1898-1913 -

1913-1917 -  
1917-1922 -
1922- 1923 -
1923- 1925 -

1925-1947 -

1947-1952 -  
1952-1961 -

W. Ross Martin, M.D. (Histology, Pathology and 
Bacteriology)
J. S. Foote, M.D. (Physiology, Histology and 
Pathology)
J. S. Foote, M.D. (Histology, Physiology, Pathology 
and Clinical Microscopy)
J. S. Foote, M.D. (Pathology and Bacteriology)
J. S. Foote, M.D.
Frederick H. Dieterich, M.D.
B. Carl Russum, M.D. (Pathology and 
Bacteriology)
B. Carl Russum, M.D. (Bacteriology, Histology 
and Pathology)
B. Carl Russum, M.D.
Vincent Moragues, M.D. (Acting)

W. Eugene Sanders, Jr., M.D., 
Acting Chairman of the 
Department of Pathology.

459



Appendix

1961-1968
1968-1977
1977-1980
1980-1991
1991

Theodore L. Perrin, M.D.
Joseph A. Sisson, M.D.
Joseph M. Holthaus, M.D. (Acting) 
Robert S. Cox, Ph.D., M.D.
W. Eugene Sanders, M.D. (Acting)

Pediatrics
1892- 1893 -
1893- 1894 -
1894- 1897 -  
1897-1901 -  
1901-1913 -  
1913-1923 -  
1923-1946 -  
1946-1960 -  
1960-1964 -  
1964
1964-1972 -  
1972-1977 -
1977- 1978 -
1978- 1980 -  
1980-1982 -  
1982-1984 -  
1984-1988 -
1988- 1989 -
1989-

Benjamin F. Crummer, M.D. (Physiology and Pediatrics) 
Charles Rosewater, M.D.
H. P. Hamilton, M.D.
A. H. Carter, M.D.
F. W. Houghton, M.D.
Newell Jones, M.D.
Floyd S. Clarke, M.D.
J. Harry Murphy, M.D.
Theodore R. Pfundt, M.D.
Francis M. Fitzmaurice, M.D. (Acting)
John R. Mitchell, M.D.
Frank M. Shepard, M.D.
Francis M. Fitzmaurice, M.D. (Acting)
Mary Louise Soentgen, M.D.
Michael L. Grush, M.D. (Acting)
David Methven Cathro, M.D. (Acting)
James T. Cassidy, M.D.
Steven Chartrand, M.D. (Acting)
Jon A. Vanderhoof, M.D.

Jon A. Vanderhoof, M.D., 
Chairman of the Department 
of Pediatrics.

Pharmacology
1892-1897 -  H. P. Jensen, M.D. (Materia Medica and 

Therapeutics)
1897- 1898 -  J. M. Barstow, M.D. (Materia Medica and

Therapeutics)
1898- 1904 -  J. M. Barstow, M.D. (Materia Medica)
1904-1906 -  A. L. Muirhead, M.D.
1906-1922 -  A. L. Muirhead, M.D. (Pharmacology and

Materia Medica)
1922-1950 -  Herbert F. Gerald (Physiology and Pharmacology)
1950- 1951 -  Robert K. S. Lim, Ph.D. (Physiology and

Pharmacology)
1951- 1955 -  Vacant
1955-1965 -  J. Raymond Johnson, Ph.D. (Physiology and 

Pharmacology)
1965-1978 -  Donal F. Magee, Ph.D., M.D. (Physiology and Pharmacology) 
1978-1980 -  John T. Elder, Jr., Ph.D. (Acting)
1980- -  Frank J. Dowd, Ph.D., D.D.S.

Frank J. Dowd, Jr., D.D.S., 
Ph.D., Chairman of the 
Department of Pharmacology.

Physiology
1892-1894
1894-1898
1898-1913
1913-1917
1917-1919
1919-1922
1922-1931
1931-1950
1950- 1951
1951- 1955

B. F. Crummer, M.D. (Physiology and Pediatrics)
J. S. Foote, M.D. (Physiology, Histology and Pathology)
J. S. Foote, M.D. (Histology, Physiology, Pathology and Clinical Microscopy) 
A. L. Muirhead, M.D. (Physiology and Pharmacology)
Serguis Morgulis, M.D. (Physiology and Biochemistry)
A. L. Muirhead, M.D. (Biological Chemistry, Pharmacology and Physiology) 
James F. McDonald, M.D.
Herbert F. Gerald, M.D. (Physiology and Pharmacology)
Robert K. S. Lim, Ph.D. (Physiology and Pharmacology)
Vacant
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1955-1965
1965-1978
1978-1988
1988-

J. Raymond Johnson, Ph.D. (Physiology and Pharmacology)
Donal F. Magee, Ph.D., M.D. (Physiology and Pharmacology)
Donal F. Magee, Ph.D., M.D.
The Department of Physiology became a Division of the Department of 
Biomedical Sciences

Preventive Medicine and Public Health
1893- 1894
1894- 1900 
1900-1905 
1905-1909 
1909-1915 
1915-1917 
1917-1924 
1924-1927 
1927-1932 
1932-1935 
1935-1942 
1942-1950

1950-1955
1955-1957
1957- 1958
1958- 1967 
1967-

F. L. Breed, M.D. (State Medicine and Hygiene) 
S. R. Towne, M.D. (Hygiene and State Medicine) 
Vacant
Emil Delanney, M.D. (Hygiene)
Ira Porter, M.D. (Hygiene)
Claude T. Uren, M.D. (Hygiene)
Vacant
John A. Meehan, M.D. (Hygiene)
Charles M. Walson, M.D. (Hygiene)
Czar C. Johnson, M.D. (Industrial Hygiene) 
Francis E. Colien, Ph.D. (Preventive Medicine) 
Vacant (with special lecturers provided by the 
military and State Department of Health during 
the war years)
Thomas Doran Fitzgerald, M.D.
Frederick G. Gillick, M.D. (Acting)
Harle V. Barrett, M.D. (Acting)
Harle V. Barrett, M.D.
Henry T. Lynch, M.D.

Henry T. Lynch, M.D., 
Chairman of the Department 
of Preventive Medicine and 
Public Health.

Psychiatry
1893-1908 -  
1908-1913 -  
1913-1916 -  
1916-1939 -  
1939-1949 -  
1949-1956 -
1956- 1957 -
1957- 1965 -  
1965-1977 -

1977-1979 -  
1979-1985 -  
1985-1987 -  
1987-

Samuel K. Spalding, M.D.
F. E. Coulter, M.D.
G. Alexander Young, M.D.
Gustav W. Dishong, M.D.
Ernest Kelley, M.D.
Frank R. Barta, M.D.
James D. Mahoney, M.D. (Acting)
James D. Mahoney, M.D.
Beverley T. Mead, M.D. (As of 1972 Department 
of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences)
Emmet M. Kenney, M.D. (Acting)
Emmet M. Kenney, M.D.
Beverley T. Mead, M.D. (Acting)
Frank J. Menolascino, M.D. (Combined Creighton- 
Nebraska Department of Psychiatry)

Frank J. Menolascino, M.D., 
Chairman of the Combined 
Creighton-Nebraska 
Department of Psychiatry.

Radiology
1910-1933
1933-1963
1963-1971
1971-1983
1983-1985
1985-

-  Albert F. Tyler, M.D.
-  James F. Kelly, Sr., M.D.
-  D. Arnold Dowell, M.D.
-  Neil P. Kenney, M.D.
-  James E. McGill, M.D. (Acting)
-  Mathis P. Frick, M.D.

Surgery
1892- 1893
1893- 1898 
1898-1917 
1917

William J. Galbraith, M.D. 
John Prentiss Lord, M.D. 
Charles C. Allison, M.D. 
Alfred J. Brown, M.D.

Mathis P. Frick, M.D., 
Chairman of the Department 
of Radiology.
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1918
1919-1935
1935
1936-1950 
1950-1952 
1952-1957 
1957
1958-1960
1960
1961-1963
1963-1971
1971
1971-1982
1982- 1983
1983- 1990 
1990-

George F. Simanek, M.D. (Acting) 
George F. Simanek, M.D.
Charles McMartin, M.D., Ph.B. (Acting) 
Charles McMartin, M.D., Ph.B.
Harry H. McCarthy, M.D. (Acting) 
Harry H. McCarthy, M.D.
Benedict R. Walske, M.D. (Acting) 
Benedict R. Walske, M.D.
John M. McKain, M.D. (Acting)
Robert J. Fitzgibbons, M.D. (Acting) 
Fletcher A. Miller, M.D., Ph.D.
Claude H. Organ, M.D. (Acting)
Claude H. Organ, M.D.
Alan H. Fruin, M.D. (Acting)
Tom R. DeMeester, M.D.
Michael H. McGuire, M.D. (Acting)

Michael H. McGuire, M.D., 
Acting Chairman of the 
Department of Surgery.

Urology (Dermatology/Urology until 1948)
1893-1910
1910- 1911
1911- 1948 
1948-1953 
1953
1954-1970
1970- 1971
1971- 1981 
1981-1987 
1987-

H. Clayton Sumney, M.D.
Vacant
Charles McMartin, M.D., Ph.B.
Charles McMartin, M.D., Ph.B. (As of 1948 only Urology)
W. Joseph McMartin, M.D. (Acting)
W. Joseph McMartin, M.D.
Vacant
Myron T. Walzak, M.D.
Gernon A. Longo, M.D. (Acting)
The Department of Urology became a Division of the Department of Surgery

Graduates Of The School Of Medicine

1893

Mark McDonnell

1894

James R. McColm 
C.B. Offersen

1895

Edward J. Brett
Marcus E. Bush
Ralph W. Casterline
Maximillian C. Cornelius
Charles E. Furay
Edward S. Furay
George A. Harris
Edwin C. Henry
W. Ross Martin (Ad Eundem)
Harry R. Miller
John C. Murphy
Charles L. Roland
Frank P. St. Clair
Arthur J. Wilson

1896

Herman R. Anderson 
Clark T. Beebe 
Charles H. Breuer 
Harry Scott Cockerill 
August V. DeBacker 
Wellington A. Franklin 
Jerry C. Hammond 
Hans P. Hanson 
Carl A. Hoffman 
Robert Percival Jensen 
Thomas Coe Little 
Alonzo E. Mack 
James L. Melvin 
Thomas R. Mullen 
George R. S. Murphy 
Joseph P. Percival 
Nicholas Schilling 
Albert E. Stuht 
Henry Harlan Townshend 
Clifford W. Walden 
Bennett P. Windsor
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1897

Patrick J. Waldron

1898

Joseph A. Ball 
John J. Cavanaugh 
Peter T. Cavanaugh 
Peter T. Conlan 
Charles P. Crudup 
Joseph H. Gasson 
Anna M. Griffith 
Clement B. Little 
Alva Sherman Pinto 
Ora C. Rogers 
Willis Rogers 
Frederick J. Wearne 
James M. Young

1899

James C. Bishop 
Paul H. Ellis 
Augusta B. Engstedt 
Patrick J. Flynn 
David S. Hogan 
Edgar William Miller 
Anna Palmer
Charles Frederick Pinkerton
Loren E. Rex
Rudolph Rix
James W. Thornton
Alexander F. Too hey
R. F. Webster
Adah G. Wiley

1900

Ellen Winsor Ay les worth 
Frank Earl Bellinger 
Harry C. Bierbower 
Cornelius R. Collins 
Anton S. Dahlstrom 
Michael A. Floersch 
Ernest D. Hammond 
Harriet Lucille Lindt 
Lucinda C. Mack 
Jason Laurence McCarthy 
Freeman E. McConoughey 
Melville George McHugh 
Ernest Edwin Miller 
Joseph H. Morroway, Jr. 
Charles C. Paxton 
Bryan M. Riley 
Willis J. R. Ryan 
Nicholas F. Steiner 
Clement A. Stone 
Edward H. Worthman

1901

Henry L. Akin 
Albro J. Ames 
Marie A. Ames 
Thomas J. Billion 
James L. Brannen 
Frank H. Brown 
William C. Cole 
Charles F. Crowley 
Joseph J. Dallol 
Emil L. Delanney 
Francis Edward Fitzgerald 
Michael J. Ford Jr.
Peter L. Gillespie 
William M. Gordon 
William M. Green 
John W. Hell wig 
Rex W. Henry 
Joseph F. B. Kalol 
William C. Keettel 
James H. Lockwood 
David T. Martyn 
Edwin A. Moore 
Morris Moore 
Frank Neufeld
Charles O'Neill Rich (Ad Eundem) 
Edith H. Saunders 
Hal Clyde Smith 
William H. Walker

1902

Sadie Bay Adair 
William O. Akers 
Arthur L. Allison 
George W. Blanchard 
Louis C. Bleick 
Francis L. Borglum 
James Henry Brown 
Adrian F. Burkard 
Clarence Swift Capell 
Alice B. Cherry 
Mary E. Colt 
John Arthur Cummings 
Olin Carl Diehl 
Guy L. Dodge 
Timothy J. Dwyer 
Emery Wendells Foster 
Frederick Fouts 
Elizabeth A. Grantham 
Marie Hansen 
Herbert T. Harris 
John A. Jelinek 
Charles L. Kennedy 
Partick Henry McCarthy 
Edgar L. Morrill 
Russell Morse
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Charles R. Mowery 
Raymond Mullen 
Hugo E. Nelson 
Charles A. Oaks 
Fannie L. Pett 
Cyrus L. Pickett 
Mervin H. Smith 
Guy Roscoe Taylor 
Joseph J. Warta 
Harry L. Wells 
Davis H. Westfall 
E. F. Wiederanders

1903

Oman R. Brittain 
Louis B. Bushman 
Chelsea Marcellus Erb 
Walter G. Finley 
Dennis L. Fitzgerald 
William S. Fleming 
Arthur E. Gadbois 
Charles R. Geith 
Gustav Hahn 
Henry Hein 
Charles W. Hickey 
Chester C. Impey 
Harry Delman Kelly 
Henry Eugene King 
M. Pauline Klussman 
Christine Elizabeth Lyman 
Anna M. Mares 
William H. Mick 
Harry Julius Newell 
Thomas J. Nolan 
Hanna Kathleen O'Connor 
Walter S. Payne 
Leta Major Pickett 
Margaret W. Rhode 
Michael James Scott 
George F. Simanek 
John F. Stageman 
Lucien Stark 
Murt M. Sullivan

1904

Frank M. Blezek 
Harold M. Brown 
Thomas N. Burke 
Anthony Cauley 
Guy W. Clark 
Guy B. Cross 
Andrew M. Flynn 
Elmer J. Griffin 
David A. Hewit 
Joseph E. Higgins 
Amos F. Johnson 
Maximillian J. Kern 
Albert H. Koenig 
John W. Koutsky

Frank H. Kucera 
Alvin Gerhard Lueschen 
Stuart B. MacDiarmid 
Charles F. Mayer 
Lew P. Murphy 
Fredereick A. Nelson 
Fletcher E. Peters 
Frank J. Schleier 
James Joseph Smith 
Robert H. Stephens 
Hewitt A. Waggener 
Arthur W. Walker 
John W. Weed 
Charles W. Weekes

1905

Arthur B. Adams 
David H. Carson 
Edward Chaloupka 
Walter S. Cherry 
Roy Crook 
Francis J. Delaney 
Frederic Dinkier 
Eugene C. Foote 
Hans Hansen 
William Monroe Jones 
Frederick H. Kuegle 
Joesph F. Lauvetz 
William J. Leary 
William Irvine McFarland 
Backus M. McIntyre 
Joseph B. McPherson 
M. Elizabeth Melvin 
Daniel Virgil Moore 
Edwin J. Oxford 
William Harlan Packard 
Walter H. Pilger 
Walter M. Quinn 
Mary C. Rowland-Kleint 
Charles E. Rooney 
James R. Smithheisler 
Vaclav V. Smrha 
J. George Stolley 
Reneir J. Straeten 
Charles H. Swett 
Joseph H. Tobkin 
William R. Waggener 
Anton E. Wanek 
Frederick William Woeppel

1906

Edward P. Bachle 
Beecher B. Baldwin 
Andrew Leon Berggren 
Arthur Clinton Bunce 
Hal Riley Cohee 
Charles M. Condon 
Harry O. Cox 
Daniel F. Crowley
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Dominic P. Demsey 
Charles W. Dill 
John O. Evans 
James J. Flynn 
Robert H. Foster 
William S. Franklin 
Fay Edwin Gaither 
Thomas J. Higgins 
Forrest A. Kelley 
Clyde E. Kennon 
Thomas B. Lacey, Jr.
Henry E. Lamb 
James P. Lane 
J. Frederick Langdon 
Edward C. Lynch 
Guy Edward Martin 
Emory Laurence Meyers 
John Alexander Nelson 
Charles Olaf H. Nordwall 
Michael Earl O'Keefe 
Andrew Vincent Rock 
Creighton J. Shelby 
John Frederick Sprink 
Francis J. Stejskal 
James G. Stone 
Louis C. Swartzlander 
James I. Thorne 
David Unger 
Arthur B. Walker 
Bennett Grove Willis 
Gustav Albert Wittke

1907

John Clark Arnout 
Williard Gerhard Benewa 
Frank Ward Bilger 
George H. Boetel 
Paul Larsh Conwell 
George E. Darrow 
Gustav William Dishong 
Michael J. Donovan 
Shirley Elmore 
Edward Thomas Fitzgerald 
John Francis Flynn 
Ray Barlow Harris 
Ralph Stacy Hart 
August L. Heine 
Czar Clinton Johnson 
Ernest Kelley 
Shickory B. Koory 
Roy Samuel Leadingham 
Thomas H. Long 
Alexander R. Lundgren 
Emmett B. McCarl 
J. Jay McCarl 
Frederick Warren McCaw 
Samuel McCleneghan 
Lawrence T. Moore 
Herbert C. Mowery

Samuel Tonner Patterson 
William J. Pruner, Jr.
George William Pugsley 
Donald Douglas Raber 
Adolph Sachs 
Michael E. Shriver 
Joseph S. Smeall 
Charles R. Snell 
Ernest Thelen 
Albert Franklyn Tyler

1908

Joseph Adolphus 
Frank W. Boland 
Harry Dana Burchard 
George A. Clark 
Leo A. Dellaney 
Leo Alphonse Dermody 
Henry M. Fitzgibbon 
Willis Harland Flamm 
Alex Emanuel Hedlund 
Simon A. Huber 
Richard Lynnaeus Ivins 
Henry Albert Johnson 
Carlyle R. Jones 
Archie P. Kimball 
Vernard A. Lamphier 
Harry Loftus 
John W. Meehan 
Leonard N. Miller 
John Kennedy Muldoon 
William C. Nason 
Charles J. Nemec 
Charles Harold Newell 
Walter E. Nowers 
John A. Parmenter 
William H. Pearson 
Walter A. Pinto 
James F. Prendergast 
John Earle Pulver 
Frank Israel Putnam 
John C. Quinn 
Robert R. Seasongood 
John E. Simpson 
Peter A. Slattery 
Roscoe Likes Smith 
Monte Alexander Stern 
Francis Ignatius Stuart 
William L. Sucha 
Kimball Edward Thompson 
William J. Wagner 
Eli Arthur Watson 
Charles E. Whitehead

1909

James Chester Anderson 
Ruth Barstow 
Howard Paul Benjamin
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Walter A. Bloedorn 
John F. Christensen 
Gean D. Cleaver 
William W. Davis 
Sadie C. Doran 
Sydney Eastman 
William T. Engleman 
Earl W. Fetter 
Joseph B. Gumper 
Lucky F. Lundy 
William J. Luxford 
Delia A. Lynch 
Michael J. McNallan 
Clemens B. Nagelman 
William C. Peterson 
M. Raymond Rice 
John L. Sears 
Joseph T. Slattery 
Elmer H. Smith 
George R. Smith 
Sydney H. Smith 
George A. Stevens 
Rex B. Stratton 
Flarry Harold Thompson 
Warren Y. Thompson 
Theodore Bert Torjuson 
Edward O. Wilson

1910

Ray A. Alexander 
James Burns Anderson 
Edgar Geoffrey Barnhardt 
Nathan H. Blakeley 
Francis P. Cauley 
Edward P. Condon 
William A. Delaney 
Louis A. Dermody 
Charles Herman DeWitt, Jr. 
Clinton Q. Dodd 
John Clifford Farrell 
Edward Thomas Gaule 
Thomas Vincent Golden 
Charles Nicholas Gruesel 
Squire O. Harris 
T. Tennyson Harris 
Lester Clyde Hilsabeck 
Patrick H. Kennedy 
Amesbury Lee 
Marianus S. Lombard 
Ludwig Francis Lubeley 
Arthur P. Maloney 
John Stephen Me A tee 
Timothy Francis McCarthy 
Bernard V. McDermott 
Lloyd Leslie Nelson 
Daniel C. O'Connor 
Antony Parsons 
James Carroll Patterson 
Arnold F. Plankers

Wendall H. Priest 
John Paul Rosenwald 
Eugene M. Ryman 
William Sandusky 
Felix J. Scheffler 
William J. Schneider 
Edward R. Seasongood 
Edmund F. Shanahan 
Joseph Marius Shramek 
James Frank Sigafoos 
Herman Sugarman 
James W. Thomas, Jr.
Guy W. Townsend 
Lucius Gould Wright

1911

Percy Betterman Battey 
Katherine Kinsey Bonaviez 
Ethel McKinley Boulton 
F. Edward Bouza 
Robert E. Bray 
Hugo R. Chaloupka 
Lloyd L. Cramer 
Elmer E. Curtis 
Roy William Davey 
Robert R. Douglas 
Leo P. Gaertner 
Edward Gillespie 
Leo G. Guyer 
Joseph J. Humpal 
Joseph W. Hutchison 
Ralph B. Jewett 
Robert T. Jones 
William C. Kaufman 
Frank H. Lally 
Margaret H. Lister 
James S. Loney 
John F. Loosbrook 
Ralph Lovelady 
Forrest L. Loveland 
Thomas V. Moore 
Thomas M. Morrow 
John J. Murphy 
Harry C. Nichols 
H. Jalmar Ostrom 
Glen E. Peters 
Carl J. Pinard, Sr.
Robert J. Quinn 
John A. Sanders 
Alexander R. Schreier 
Lena F. Schreier 
John F. Standeven 
John S. Suva, Sr.
Mable Swarts 
Edgar S. Thompson 
Joseph M. Thuringer 
John Todd Waggener 
Edward A. Zaworski 
Edmund G. Zimmerer
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1912

Henry T. Allingham 
Howard A. Calvert 
Myrtle Seitz Carney 
Leo Francis Castle 
Harry Downer Clarke 
Charles B. Coe 
Clair Carlton Criss 
Neil L. Criss 
Harry W. Davis 
Edward S. Donnelly 
John W. Duncan 
J. Erman Dunn 
John R. Dwyer 
Frederick W. Fletcher 
John Galligan 
Edgar S. B. Geesaman 
John J. Gleeson 
Joseph B. Grace 
Harriet Spera Hamilton 
Leo D. Harman 
Emmet L. Hawkins 
Alfred A. Hoffman 
Henry G. Hurtig 
Charles L. Hustead 
Edwin L. Hustead 
William P. Hynes 
Leslie A. Johnson 
Wenceslaus J. Kavan 
Charles W. Keith 
Frederick G. Kolouch 
J. Emmett Leahy 
William E. Long 
Homer D. Lurvey 
Leo Martin Maguire 
Samuel Neal Mallison 
Paul B. McCauley 
James M. McNally 
William E. Mogan 
Emilie Moshage 
Charles T. Needham 
Charles H. Peppers 
Robert C. Person 
LeRoy T. Peterson 
Richard S. Pickier 
Nathan O. Reynolds 
C. O. Robinson 
Jeannette M. Sheffard 
Arthur M. Sonneland 
Henry C. Swartzlander 
Robert S. Taylor 
John E. Trierweiler

1913

Emma M. Ackerman 
William J. Arrasmith 
William E. Ash 
Joseph Francis Berghoff

Einar Viggo Blak 
Francis Stephen Carey 
Gerald Vaughn Caughlan 
Edgar V. Cline
Michael Angelo Cunningham 
Claus Gilbert Delfs 
Walter Landon Douglass 
Cecil Bess Durham 
Charles B. Edwards 
Newton H. Farrell 
Thomas N. Fleming 
Max William Flothow 
William John Hawes 
Robert Crossett Hawkins 
Delbert L. Hibberd 
Walter Howard Hill 
John Holst, Jr.
William Henry Hombach 
D. Farrell Huston 
Adam H. Konigmacher 
Claude Ross Laird 
Phillip Levey 
Robert Francis Magirl 
George Mattison, Jr.
James T. McAvin 
Edwin J. Mitchell 
Ernest V. Neumann 
Clifford Sells 
Azalia Kee Smith 
John Campbell Stadden 
Wenceslaus J. Stech 
Louis J. Storkan 
Thomas Francis Thornton 
Joseph Edward Uridil 
Don Wilson Vanderhoof

1914

Joseph T. Anthony 
Glenn W. Briggs 
Balthasar A. Brungardt 
William H. Crawford 
Leon E. Dawson 
Laird W. Elwood 
William Kurth Fast 
Lloyd H. Fochtman 
Clarence B. Foltz 
Daniel Franklin 
Frank Patrick Golden 
Roy E. Hall 
Robert J. Hanley 
George Fred Hawes 
Charles E. Hoffman 
Robert T. Jellison 
Godfrey J. Kadavy 
Lawrence Andrew Lynch 
Robert E. Marble 
James McAllister 
George M. McArdle
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Neal P. McKee 
Charles O. Moore 
Harold B. Moorehead 
Meredith B. Murray 
Thomas P. O'Connor 
Joseph W. Pecony 
H. J. Pittock 
Williard H. Quigley 
Fred J. Schwertley 
Maurice A. Shillington 
Lee Webster Storey 
Joseph Charles Storkan 
John Henry Thomsen 
Guy Van Scoyoc

1915

James A. Ahlquist 
Joel Anderson 
Charles R. Atzen 
Arthur L. Barr 
Lawrence Barrett 
Charles Beadles 
John W. Brophy 
George B. Brown 
Albin Hastings Cecha 
Alexander A. Conrad 
Andrew J. Edstrom 
Robert F. Farrell 
Walter P. Hombach 
John H. Hubenbecker 
J. M. Johnson 
James Francis Kelly, Sr. 
Floyd H. Kinyoun 
John R. Kleyla 
Jonas Larson 
Francis Edgar Manning 
Raymond B. McNamara 
V. A. Mokler 
Clarence Molseed 
Michael B. Moran 
Otis Philip Morganthaler 
Francis P. Murphy 
John Harry Murphy 
E. N. Pender 
Henry A. Rasmussen 
Nels H. Rasmussen 
A. Rhonalt 
Oran Rips 
Henry S. Rogers 
William F. Roney 
Frank D. Ryder 
Charlotte P. Seivers 
Joseph P. Sheehy 
Samuel Ellis Simpson 
Richard A. Smith 
Adolph F. Srb 
Joseph J. Srb 
John Logan Thomas 
Felix John Traxler

Leslie Earl Vandiver 
Herbert P. Walker 
Justin J. Young

1916

Arthur C. Brown 
Timothy J. Casey 
Dale O. Chaloupka 
Clement A. Cummings 
James H. Egan 
Lothar F. Egen 
Rolland R. Ensor 
Floyd B. Gillsepie 
Frank J. Hombach 
Clarence M. Hyland 
Charlton Jay
Harry Jerome Jenkins, Sr. 
Raymond S. Johnston 
Delphine W. Kohler 
William R. Leahy 
John Ray Leibee 
Lawrence J. Leonard 
John N. Libert 
Clement Leo Martin 
Thomas Meredith Maxwell 
Lawrence Morrow 
Edward S. Murphy 
Arthur J. Offerman 
John J. O'Hearn 
Wallace B. Phillips 
John H. Regan 
Riley E. Roche 
Benjamin Carl Russum 
William L. Shearer 
Charles H. Sheets 
Charles F. Shook 
Marion T. Sigler 
John P. Sullivan 
Charles M. Swab 
John Alexander Tamisiea 
Adolph N. Thoms 
Albert Akow Ting 
Charles F. Ulrich 
Wilbur Lloyd Warren 
Glenn D. Whitcomb 
Charles G. Zimmerer

1917

Grove Baldwin 
Sidney Baldwin Bellinger 
James Raymond Byrne 
Clarissa Marie Clay 
George Halley Demay 
Gustav Dierkes 
Thomas Leo Draney 
John Edward Dutcher 
Neill J. Everitt 
James William Fonda 
John Joseph Freymann
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Eric Julian Gambee 
Paul Bernard Gillespie 
Maurice Edward Grier 
Thomas Frank Hamilton 
Francis M. Heacock 
Alvin Hans Hendrickson 
Paul John Hermsen 
Patrick Edward Kane 
Bernard S. Kelly 
James Adrian Kelly 
Ernest G. Kieck 
Barney M. Kully 
Simon A. Levey 
Louis David McGuire 
Harry Clyde Miller 
Irving Miller 
J. Milton Murphy 
Orris Reid Myers 
Eugene F. Noonan 
Guy Sterling Philbrick 
Donald Joseph Pitts 
Fredolph A. Pollack 
Louis Rayman 
Andrew B. Rivers 
Pierre R. Schlumberger 
Thomas Bernard Scott 
Harvey Burr Stapleton 
Francis J. Stodden 
Joseph Phillip Swoboda 
Bernard J. Weigel 
Frederick Louis Wilson 
Raymond A. Young

1918

Albert Wilfred Anderson 
Ambrose Joseph Callaghan 
Cromer Charles Coady 
Earl Aloysius Connolly 
Leopold Joseph DeBacker 
Joseph Nicholas Gehlen 
Norman James Haverly 
Patrick Michael McCrann 
Richard Francis Mullen 
Dominic Michael Nigro 
John Thomas O'Connell 
George Raymond Reith 
Frank William Schaller 
Harry Thomas Sullivan 
Fred Gilbert Vosika 
James Benjamin Williams

1919

David William Bell 
Henry Francis Bongardt 
William Joseph Burns 
John Joseph Carroll 
Nathan Dansky 
Joseph Leroy Gilbert 
Maurice Cronin Howard

Harvey Alexander Johnson 
Robert Charles Kirschman 
Ernest William Landgraf 
Harry Maurice Levin 
Frank Thomas Lovely 
George Robert Marshall 
James William Mounsey 
Jamees Joseph O'Connor 
Emil Reichstadt 
Thomas William Torpy 
Raymond Leo Tray nor 
Frank A. Zelazowski

1920

Fredrick Armstrong 
Norman Harry Attwood 
Raymond Patrick Carroll 
George Francis Corrigan 
Tobias English 
Earl Thomas Gangner 
John Conrad Giever 
Austin Joseph Hebenstreit 
Thomas Leo Houlton 
Carroll A. Jensen 
Jacob Lande 
John Edward Mannion 
Eugene McCabe 
William Owen McDermott 
John Patrick McDonough 
Patrick Henry McGowan 
Edward Emmett McMahon 
John Edward Mulholland 
Albert Pfeffer 
William Thomas Ranee 
Isadore Rips 
Dean Tipton 
Frank James Tobin

1921

Elmer Louis Barr 
King Chee Chock 
John Philip Cogley 
John Francis Cross 
Harry Overton Drew 
Alexander George Dumas 
Joseph William Ebert 
Bernard Justin Gilshannon 
Harry Ferdinand Hartje 
Joseph John Kane 
Henry Ambrose Kildee 
James William Koutsky 
Charles Francis Little 
Joseph Francis Malloy 
James William Martin 
Joseph Satolli McCarthy 
Stephen Thomas Parker 
Dickinson Carlyle Richards 
Frank Kind Root 
Joseph Lawrence Stech
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Howard Asberry Vandiver 
James George Vetter

1922

Anna Viola Barrett 
Peter Percy Bell 
Raymond James Brennan 
John Stephen Broz 
Elias George Camel 
Philip Thomas Campbell 
John Godfrey Chaloupka 
Harry Aloysius Collins 
Richard Kenneth Collins 
Jay Milton Cook 
Paul Victor Duffy 
John Francis Gardiner 
Joseph Edward Homan 
Bernard Vincent Kenney 
Felix Oliver Kolda 
Paul Edward Kubitschek 
Edward Luke McCartan 
William Peter Nemzek 
Hugh Joseph O'Donnell 
Kenneth Lawrence Roper 
William Howard Schmitz

1923

Wilfred Anthony Ash 
Julius George Bartek 
Emory Edward Beechwood 
George Alexander Bendlage 
Aloysius Henry Bierman 
James Richard Condon 
Walter John Connor 
Albert Danielsen 
Lyle William Doran 
Thomas Yule Dorwart 
Francis Michael Duffy 
Harold Vincent Dwyer 
Benjamin Franklin Ewing 
Salver Aloysius Gianelli 
Lawrence Edward Growney 
Emmett Francis Hoctor 
Leo James Hombach 
Charles Aloysius Koehler 
James Philip Lovely 
Donald James Manley 
Marcus Leo Manley 
Edmund Stephen McMahon 
Maurice Joseph McMahon 
James Timothy Moriarty 
Clifford James Mullen 
Walter Cyril Nalty 
David Leo Rater 
William James Reeder 
Albert Joseph Schwedhelm 
Matthew Joseph Severin 
Francis Edgar Shovlain 
Lester James Spinharney

Frank Nicholas Weber 
Michael Aloysius Welbes 
Harold Charles Wise

1924

William James Adams 
Arthur Charles Antony 
Milton Edward Beitenman 
Bernard Charles Burns 
Charles Raymond Canty 
Milton Henry Carrig 
Anthony George Carroll 
Francis Joseph Casey 
Fay E. Cramer 
Daniel Leroy Delehant 
Thomas Grattan Fitzgibbon 
Joseph Ignatius Fitzsimmons 
Clarence Joseph Goebel 
Joseph Markey Grace 
Wheeler Russell Gregory 
James Gerald Hall 
Charles Bernard Hayes 
Joseph John Hovorka 
John William Jordan, Jr. 
Thomas John Kargacin 
John L. Kestel 
Charles Erastus Knowles 
Harold Van Lammers 
Jean Thomas LaPierre 
James Clifford Long 
George Murray Lynch 
John Joseph Malee 
Arthur John Mayer 
William Francis McCarthy 
Samuel James McClendon 
Frank James McDonough 
Hugh Joseph McLaughlin 
John Wessel Ortman 
Walter Andrew Reichlie 
Roland Theodore Rohwer 
Martin Joseph Ryan 
Felix Aloysius Spittler 
Raymond M. Wallerius

1925

Francis Joseph Abts 
Harry John Arnold 
Joseph Lafayette Ash 
William Michael Barry 
Victor Ernest Berchtold 
Francis Joseph Berney 
Paul William Berney 
Edward Alexander Christie 
Edwin Francis Condon 
George Anthony Delaney 
Emmett Cyril Dolan 
John T. Harrington 
Leo Joseph Homan 
Edmund Joseph Kelly
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Edwin Albin Kilbride 
Zeno Nicholas Korth 
Estelle Antoinette Magiera 
Alfred Edward Mailliard 
Henry Wendell Maly 
Elmer Cornelius McAleer 
Charles Middleton Murphy 
Donald James O'Brien 
Joseph Leo O'Rourke 
Joseph Bernard Pankau 
Raymond John Primasing 
Purle E. Reed 
George Cyril Scanlan 
Leander Herman Schafer 
Anthony Joseph Smith 
Herbert Anthony Sohm 
Frank Charles Svoboda 
Eugene Alexis Trudeau 
Louis Ernest Valker 
William Harold Wacek 
Frederick Martin Watke 
Thomas Francis Welsh

1926

Walter Dayton Abbott 
Aloysius A. Blum 
James A. Cleary 
Leo Patrick Coakley 
Leonard Daniel Dieter 
William Jerome Doyle 
James John Duffy 
Charles Vernon Edwards 
Herbert Martin Every 
William Joseph Feehan 
Charles James Fogarty 
Francis Willard Franz 
Stanley Solomon Freedman 
Frank Bernard Hand 
Leo James Hand 
Edward Anthony Hier 
Daniel Joseph Hurley 
Merlin Edwin Jacobson 
John Lawrence Keane 
Thomas E. Keaveny 
James Joseph Kolars 
William Marcus Korth 
Edward A. Lebold 
Raymond Alan Lower 
Joseph William McNamara 
Harry Thomas Mernaugh 
Thomas Joseph Murphy 
Thomas J. O'Brien 
Paul Vincent O'Rourke 
Francis Irving Powers 
Furman Paul Ralston 
Albert J. Rettenmaier 
George Seiken
Isidore (Irvin Theodore) Soifer 
Leonard Walter Tobin

Francis Elmer Toomey 
James Stanislaus Tracy 
Joseph Fred Van Ackeren

1927

John L. Barritt 
Frank Eugene Brown 
Roland A. Carrow 
Harold Otis Closson 
Frank Joseph Condon 
John Joseph Connors 
Townsend Edward Dent 
Harry Edward Dorwart 
William Joseph Egan 
James A. Ferrara 
James Francis Finegan 
Romayne Ann Flaherty 
Peter Paul Fransco 
Clarence Jacob Garding 
Virgil Scott Glass 
Michael Gleason 
Meyer Greenberg 
George Francis Hennegan 
Albin Henry Hubenka 
Joseph John Kirwin 
Clifford Louis Kline 
John Aloysius Lenahan 
Lawrence Joseph Lohr 
Thomas Morgan Manley 
Leo Paul Martin 
Alphonsus Martin McCarthy 
Justin Eugene McCarthy 
James Paul McGowan 
Harold Joseph McKenna 
John Joseph Melvin 
Roy William Merkle 
Anthony Jack Montalbano 
Arnold Jack Mullman 
Otto Louis Munch 
Edgar Warren Norris 
Claire Addison O'Connor 
James Ignatius Podlesak 
Rupert Brendan Raney 
Spencer Haines Rich 
Howard Mell Robbins 
Lawrence A. Schueler 
Martin Francis Schwartz 
Eugene Edward Smith 
Isaac Sternhill 
Walter Alexander Sullivan 
Maude Hester Tillotson 
Bernard Joseph Tynan 
Leo Lawrence Wilson

1928

Earl Creighton Baldwin 
Sylvester Nicholas Berens 
Sebastian John Carnazzo 
Joseph William Christie
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Edward John Clarke 
Joseph M. Dallal 
Terence Thomas Dawson 
Francis Dill 
Joseph Lyman Doyle 
Lawrence Hilton Dunham 
Jerome Andrew Eckrich 
Cirino Finocchiaro 
Maynard Maurice Greenberg 
Albert Emmett Hale 
Harold Michael Hand 
Paulus Hartendorp 
Theodore Leo Havlicek 
Joseph Dionysius Hazlett 
Melvin Celsus Henrich 
Albert Leo Hildinger 
George Cable Holleran 
Otto August Houzvicka 
Leo William Keenan 
Clyde E. Leisure 
Ernest Lennemann 
Victor Emanuel Levine 
DeWitt Stratton Lowe 
Ellsworth Francis Malloy 
Floyd James Malloy 
Edward Stephen Maloney 
Alza Martin McDermott 
William Von McKnelly 
William B. McTaggart 
Clarence Sylvester Moran 
William Keron Murphy 
Frank Anthony Neisius 
Edward James O'Brien 
Raymond Thomas O'Neill 
Edmund V. Pellettiere 
Joseph Raymond Plank 
Adrian Mark Robinson 
Robert William Rose 
Gilbert Jay Srb 
Theodore Stuckart 
Clifford Robert Wolf

1929

Robert H. Adams 
William John Biermann 
Joseph Francis Bolkovatz 
Thomas Francis Brennan 
Robert Emmet Britt 
Edward John Buckley 
Charles Indelicato Carlino 
William Mitchell Dendinger 
Raymond Joseph Duling 
Clement John Ebner 
Raymond Herman Engelcke 
Samuel Z. Faier 
Edward Cornelius Faulkner 
Raymond John Friel 
Joseph Patrick Gardiner 
Leo William Graff

David Gross 
Raymond Jacob Gully 
Delbert Wilfred Hand 
Lawrence John Happe 
James J. D. Haun 
Willis Leo Herbert 
George Louis Kaiser 
Mervin Edward Kallman 
Robert James Keenan 
Joseph George Kruml 
John Miles Krupka 
Herman Edward Kully 
John Alva Liken 
Thomas McCurdy 
Arnold J. McDermott 
James Henry McPharlin 
Frank E. Mork 
Reynolds Joseph O'Donnell 
Robert Thomas O'Neill 
Herbert Becker Paulsen 
Ward Alfred Peterson 
Melville V. Popelar 
Samuel Dale Porter 
Milton Alexander Premo 
Lowell Bernard Privet 
H. Melvin Radman 
Henry Francis Rohs 
Ben Slutzky
Harry Edward Stuckenhoff 
Paul John Sullivan 
Rudolph Benedict Toller 
John Albert Trautman 
Raymond James Van Wagenen 
William Edwin Walsh

1930

Albert Constant Armitage 
John Jerome Colbert 
Fred C. Colby 
John Ellsworth Courtney 
Thomas William Cowan 
Michael Anthony Danicich 
Charles Dean Dowling 
Robert James Drake 
Joseph P. Drozda 
Arthur Francis Dworak 
Thomas Joseph Egan 
Chester Harvey Farrell 
Reynald Joseph Ferrari 
Eugene Bernard Floersch 
Stephen Eugene Flynn 
Leonora Louise Greteman 
Salvator Joseph Guardino 
Curtis Barkley Hinton 
Eugene Francis Hoffman 
Raymond Creighton Hottinger 
William Troy Hughes 
William Hawley Kerr 
Sherman Leland
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George Thomas Lenahan 
John Louis Marxer 
Richard Francis McLaughlin 
William Lewis Meyer 
James Howard Murphy 
William Stanley Musfelt 
Bernard Patrick Nolan 
William Edward O'Grady 
James Hugh O'Neil 
Francis Henry O'Neill 
Richard Oscar Pfaff 
Louis Keller Pohl 
William Lister Pratt 
Donald Leonard Raffington 
Paul A. Reichle 
Paul Shaughnessy 
LeRoy Wesley Shepard 
William Francis Splichal 
Bernard Henry Starmann 
William Osborne Steele 
Lawrence Russell Sweeney 
Max Herman Teitler 
Edmond Michael Walsh 
Frank Charles Yeager

1931

Arthur William Abts 
Joseph Eugene Baldeck 
Edgar John Behnke 
Harold John Bonstetter 
Morris Harold Brodkey 
Richard Edmond Brogan 
Salvadore Vincent Campisi 
Alfred John Cantoni 
Sebastian Alfred Carnazzo 
Gerhard Sutthoff Carroll 
Philip Conrad Casper 
Joseph Comine 
John Hazelette Coughlin 
John Alexander Crowe 
John Thomas Crowley 
Anthony Robertus Denman 
Dawson Arnold Dowell 
Richard James Duggan 
Albert Richard Egan 
George Kennenth Fair 
Roman John Fisch 
Joseph Davis Fitzgerald 
Clyde William Geiter 
Samuel Warda Georges 
Soloman Goldman 
John Joseph Grier 
Bernard Edward Halligan 
Mark Malchus Hand 
Joseph John Hohner 
Frank Karlovsky 
Timothy Hubert Kelly 
Terence Aloysius Kempf 
Lester Ellsworth Ketner

Herman Joseph Kloecker 
Raymond Joseph La Rue 
Thomas Arthur Lynch 
Kenneth Earl Markuson 
James Anthony McHugh 
Patrick Henry McHugh 
David Lafey Morse 
Julius Daniel Mueller 
Michael James O'Connor 
Lumir Stephen Pucelik 
Justin Anthony Rogers 
Ambrose Joseph Ryan 
Charles Albert Shumate 
Guenther Fred Spielhagen 
Arthur William Spiry 
Clarence Raymond Steffes 
Francis Xavier Tamisiea 
Francis Michael Tuschla 
Llewellyn Edgar Watke 
Irving Joseph Weiss

1932

Lawrence Gabriel Arnese
Amil Carl Bach
Alfred Adolph Bacigalupi
Francis E. Bedinger
Fred Peter Bestgen
Harry Nathaniel Boyne
Edward Joseph Campion, Jr.
Ralph Edwin Cardwell
James Orville Clayton
Joseph Henry Coogan
Michele DeGiorgio
Stephen Bernard Devin
Chris Roy Dukart
Guy Leo Earl
Mary Catherine Fochtman
James Bernard Foley
Garrison Albert Frost
Jose Miranda Gacusana
James Edward Garvey
Leo Alfred Gaukel
Charles Anthony Grant
John Francis Harrington
Arthur Robert Hederman
John Paul Heidrich
Edward Max Honke
Werner Peter Jensen
Alvin Ferdinand Keiser
William Edward Kroupa
Frank George LeFor
Peter Alfred Leuther
Marvin Arnold Mack
Henning William Mathiasen
John James McKay
Lawrence Theodore McNerthney
William Michael McShane
Charles Henry Miller
Joseph Patrick O'Connor
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Samuel Michael O'Connor 
Francis Bernard O'Leary 
C. Raymond Palmer 
Albert John Porporato 
William Stephen Ramaciotti 
Edward Lee Rich 
Henry Hyman Riklin 
Irving Rosenstein 
Raymond Christopher Scannell 
William Paul Stanton 
John Robert Sullivan 
Paul Herbert Thorough 
Eugene Powers Tupker 
Horace Alwyn Wald

1933

Thomas Edward Albers 
Hyman Alexander 
Murl Ozias Anderson 
Robert Lee Armington 
Carroll William Armstrong 
Leo Francis Bach 
William Nichols Bergin 
Daniel Blitz
Bernard Harrington Bloom 
John Earl Bohm 
Bernard Brandner 
Emil Charles Cermak 
Elizabeth Chabanoff 
Ray Samuel Crist 
Francis Lester Crowley 
Dean James Darius 
Duaine Irving Doan 
Edmund Stephen Donohue 
Abe C. Fellman 
William Henry Fritz 
Elmo Eugene Garnet 
John William Gatewood 
Isadore Solomon Goldberg 
Edmund Mathias Grady 
Harold Everus Harrison 
Harold William Havel 
Chauncey Eugene Hefferman 
Walter Joseph Holden 
Susan Carroll Jones 
Robert Edward Joseph 
Raymond James Kasper 
Sol Norman Keen 
William Donald Ketter 
Lawrence P. Kirlin 
Stanley Thomas Kucera 
Arthur Louis Lawler 
Felix Peter Loiacano 
George Julian Luff 
Laurence Louise Maillett 
Robert Eloy Mailliard 
Frank Michael McCarten 
Charles John McDonald 
John Paul Mullen

Kenneth William Navin 
George Louis Nesrsta 
Michael Anthony Nocero 
Leo David O'Kane 
Gerald Charles O'Neil 
Arthur James O'Toole 
Roy Laverne Peterson 
Harry George Plut, Sr. 
Henry Lawrence Reichert 
Charles Albert Rethers 
Henry Rosner 
Anthony Francis Rossitto 
Lawrence Charles Sass 
Norman Schaefer 
Philip Ephraim Schultz 
Lloyd Bertram Shone 
Thomas Edward Shonka 
Leo Albert Smith 
Thomas Timothy Smith 
Walter Raymond Stager 
Robert Joseph Streigel 
Charles Edward Sturm 
Edward Michael Tanous 
Robert Beverly Taylor 
Meyer Tell 
Anthony Triolo 
Estridge Wonsik You

1934

Anthony Elio Allegrini 
Albert Alvin Almada 
Abrham Applesis 
John Henry Beckley 
Morris Roland Blacker 
Clement Conrad Boehler 
Emory Joseph Bourdeau 
Louis Vincent Brennan 
Daniel Noel Buckley 
George Stuart Campion 
Edward Franklin Case 
Maxwell Richard Cohen 
Loren Edwin Collins 
Raymond Edward Cooper 
Grayson Fairfax Dashiell 
John Benjamin Demman 
Louis L. Dolinsky 
Clinton B. Dorwart 
J. Frederick Doyle 
John Albert Driscoll 
Henry Louis Dworak 
John Charles Eagan 
Robert Bernard Evans 
Cornwall Claude Everman 
John Roderick Flynn 
Helen Elizabeth Fochtman 
John Thomas Fochtman 
Yoshihiko Fred Fujikawa 
LaVerne Polk Glenn 
Hubert Francis Green
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Louis Daniel James 
Harold Hajime Kanagawa 
Clement Paul Kansora 
Dora Elizabeth Keilhorn 
John Whitney Kelley 
Milton Klein 
Benjamin Louis Kohnop 
Edward Stephen Koziol 
Maurice Lev 
Frank Edward Lipp 
Luther Cecil Lusby 
Solomon Lutsky 
Fred Casper Mackenbrock 
Carl Joseph Manganaro 
Carl L. Mangiameli 
Daniel Claude McDonald 
Simon Lerner Moskowitz 
Joseph A. Muggly 
John James Murphy 
John Michael Nagle 
George Verdelli Oliva 
Theodore Henry Paoli 
Louis Joseph Parlangeli 
George Joseph Pease 
Elmer Ray Porter, Jr. 
Welch Michael Powers 
Joseph Henry Prince 
Arthur Paul Reding 
Samuel Eli Reiter 
David Samuel Rosenberg 
Moe Bernard Rosenthal 
Nathan Sedofsky 
George Winn Seward 
Horace Wellman Shreck 
Arthur James Smith 
James Albert Smrha 
Arthur Suffin 
Harry De Nell Williams

1935

Oscar Alden 
J. George Henry Arnold 
Oscar Gustav Benson 
William Carmon Berry 
John Kenneth Burns 
Clement Wilroth Byrnes 
Joseph Floyd Chiarottino 
John McGrath Collins 
Harry Deeths 
Angeline Eileen De Jak 
John Edwin Downing 
William Thomas Duggan 
William Francis Dwyer 
Rudolph John Ferlic 
Rexford William Finegan 
James Raphael Flynn 
Carl Joseph Formanack 
Philip Stanislaus Garnett 
Reginald John Grayson

Clarence Melchior Hartmann 
Thomas Earl Havel 
Leo Charles Henrich 
John Mikulas Hohl 
Richard William Homan 
Sven Edward Isacson 
Francis John Iwerson 
Leonard Saul Jagoda 
Adolph Joseph Kafka 
Arthur L. Kaslow 
Robert Yasou Katsuki 
Glenn Robert Keholm 
Robert Edward Kelly 
James Forde Kennedy 
Joe Wheeler King 
Peter Len Koch 
William Riley Kovar 
Clarence Joseph Kurth 
Hugh Anthony Larkin 
Walter Joseph Longeway 
Paul Herman Lorhan 
Hugh Hudson Martin 
Angelo Augustine Mastrella 
John Patrick McDermott 
John Joseph McDevitt 
Benedict A. Miano 
Paul Frederick Munch 
Irwin Neigus 
Harold Nicholas Neu 
Francis Ignatius O'Neill 
Andrew Henry Panettiere 
Arnold Leo Peter 
Samuel Joseph Procopio 
Aidan Aloysius Raney 
Abraham Riemer 
Leo Charles Rocco 
James Anthony Roe 
John Henry Romine 
John Charles Rooney 
Louis George Roucek 
John Joseph Scanlon 
Charles Leroy Seaman 
Edwin John Shaughnessy 
Maurice M. Steinberg 
Irving Sternhill 
Munroe Lawrence Strong 
Albert Ferdinand Taborsky 
Paul Akira Tanaka 
Walter Nicholas Torre 
Leo Adalbert Wajert

1936

Henry Alexander Archambault 
Rene Francis Archambault 
Anthony George Badami 
Harold Jerome Barker 
Adolph Joseph Bellantoni 
George Emanuel Bien 
Richard Thomas Bigotti
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Henry John Borgmeyer 
Raymond Joseph Brink 
Robert I. Bump 
Glen Ernest Burbridge 
Santo Domenick Campanella 
Sebastian Rosario Caniglia 
Daniel Joseph Cronin 
James Edward Cunningham 
Joseph Bliss Dolezal 
Roden Robinson Duff 
David Gale Duncan 
Samuel Parnell Durr 
Leonard Sidney Ellenbogen 
Frank John Errico 
John Salvatore Fiorella 
Biagio Franco 
Koichi Kenneth Fujii 
Wallace Harry Graham 
Gabriel Francis Greco 
William Herbert Haakinson 
Frederick Hermann Haigler 
Franklin Aloysius Hayes 
Willard Hughes Hill 
Leo Vincent Hughes 
Oscar Joseph Hurok 
Peter Herman Iacobelli 
Richard Phillip Johnson 
Francis Joseph Kabiesman 
Thomas Edward Kane 
Harry Epaminondas Karounos 
Felix John Kemp 
Maximilian Christian Kern 
Mark J. Kuffel 
James Woodward Lannon 
John Colin Lindsay 
Stanton Clifford Lovre 
Charles Edward Manfredonia 
Lee Roy Martin 
Paul James Martin 
John William McClellan 
Lewis Brucker McCullough 
Osmyn Williams McFarland 
John Vincent McGreevy 
Albert Vincent Murphy 
Charles Edward Noonan 
Leon Joseph Numainville 
Francis Thomas O'Brien 
William Edward O'Connor 
Norman Morris O'Farrell 
Sylvester Edward Pawol 
William Joseph Reynolds 
Alan John Roche 
St. John Lester Russell 
William Edwin Seiler 
Isadore M. Silverman 
William Edward Soda 
Edward John Sorenson 
Charles William Suit 
Mitsuo Paul Suzuki

Andrew Edward Thueson 
Virgil Audrey Toland 
Leo L. Tuveson 
Emilio Eugene Varanini 
Benjamin Wallace Vitou 
Milton Wallman 
Charles W. Ware 
Donald Paul Watson 
Don Clair Weir 
Paul Louis Wolpert 
Herman Anthony Zampetti

193 7

Philip Klaus Arzt 
Thomas Francis Barrett 
Ralph Byran Berry 
Ernest Lynwood Blackmun 
Myron Julius Blotcky 
Frank Vinton Brown, Jr.
Dominic Albert Campisi 
Harry Constantine Christie 
Leigh George Collins 
Samuel Thomas Coughlin 
Rudolph Maximilian Crommelin 
Joseph Davis 
Samuel John Della Penna 
Hugh Ernest Dierker, Jr. 
Maynard Michael Farhat 
Biago Favuzza 
Robert Adolph Fox 
Frank Joseph Francobandiero 
William Allen Gannon 
Pasquale Felix Gianatosio 
Bernard Robert Glass 
Clifford Henry Hansen 
Robert Sims Hardin 
James Joseph Heffernan 
Joseph Patrick Higgins 
John Palmer Hollenback 
Benjamin Dee Jacobson 
Kenneth Martin Joye 
Peter Joseph Keenan 
Willian Ernest Kelley 
Frank Joseph La Rosa 
Joseph Alfred Longo 
Thomas Francis Mancuso 
Madeline Marr 
Hugh Ralph Martin 
Harry Huntley McCarthy 
John David McMahon 
Fred Meinhard 
Michael Thomas Michael 
Hymen Sidney Morgenstern 
John Joseph Paradiso 
Deane Mattewson Pettibone 
Anthony Lawrence Pietrolongo 
Delbert Fernand Rey 
George Moulton Richards 
Leo Rosellini
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George Joseph Rossi 
William Benedict Rost 
William Howard Rustad 
Stanley Sackin 
Charles Lewis Schaefer 
Stanley Francis Smazal 
Francis J. Stanghellini 
Howard Edward Swanson 
Gerald William Turley 
William Hugh Wheir 
Ralph Litton Wicks 
Edward Vernon Zaeske 
Urban Herbert Zehnpfennig

1938

Anthony Edward Abramo 
Arthur Atwood Arnold 
Vincent Francis Atene 
Paul Leroy Barnes 
John James Bazzano 
Thomas James Billion 
Robert Joseph Booher 
Charles Stuart Brady 
Edward Thomas Byrne 
William Anthony Carnazzo 
James Earl Cashman 
Frank Victor Colombo 
Daniel Jerome Condon 
William Patrick Davey 
Felice James DeStefano 
Thomas Patrick Downey 
Daniel Burrows Eck 
Louis John Ekeler 
John Walfred Erickson 
George Clifford Ficklin 
William Everett Furze 
Angelo David Garibotti 
Silvio Joseph Giovale 
Frank John Gorishek 
John Jurgen Grabow 
William Owen Griffith 
Joseph Francis Gross 
Leslie Thomas Hamm 
Russell Edward Hanlon 
Joe Frederick Haslinger 
James Noah Hill 
Richard Wunibald Honke 
Rudolph Edward Jacobi 
James Carl Johnson 
William Sylvester Katzenstein 
Robert Daniel Lane 
Gasper Anthony La Rosa 
Carl Daniel Makart 
Wortington Lee Martin 
William Emmett McClain 
Elmo Todd McClay 
Francis M. McKay 
Joseph Constantine Monteleone 
John Francis Moriarty

Lauren Reiter Moriarty 
Robert Charles Mugan 
Edward Charles Nemec 
Hugh Vincent O'Connell 
Jack Francis Parsons 
William Allen Perer 
Joseph Adrian Pleiss 
John Beck Porter 
John Ralph Rafter 
Herman Moses Raifman 
Lewis Jones Richards 
Joseph James Shebl 
James Colbert Simpson 
Charles Ross Stephenson 
Robert Toshiwo Takenaga 
James William Tascarella 
Alexander Trombetta 
Paul Constantine Tsaparalis 
David Anthony Tutrone 
Jorgen Joegensen Uldall 
John Lester Vaught 
Alroy Guy West 
Warren Edward Wiesinger 
Rudolph John Wiesler

1939

Lloyd William Anderson 
Charles John Antonini 
Eugene Joseph Autard 
Donaciano Encarnacion Baca 
Chester Kenneth Barta 
Walter John Bednarz 
Eugene Rudolf Benedetto 
Eugene Bifulco 
Robert Joseph Bliss 
Ralph Daniel Bolton 
John James Brennan 
William Ruch Brenner 
Leslie J. Brethour 
Thomas Joseph Cacciatore 
Joseph Simone Calcagno 
Raimond Francis Clary 
Harold Cecil Cole 
James Wallace Collins 
David Dominic Colucci 
Francis Joseph Conlan 
Sarah Katherine Curtis 
Robert Louis Cushing 
Samuel Carl DeLaura 
Bernard Cecil Dienger 
George Michael Donich 
Charles Nelson Earl 
William Spencer Fast 
John James Firpo 
William John Foley 
Takeo Fujii 
Udell Mathew Gessell 
Walter Frank Giegerich 
Francis James Hagan
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James Pierre Haigler 
Leo Thomas Heywood 
Frederick Joseph Jardon 
Richard Edwin Kelley 
Lad John Kucera 
Samuel T. Mangiamelli 
Richard Thomas McMahon 
Robert Jenks McNeil 
Robert John Murphy 
George Burton Neukom 
James Francis O'Connor 
Paul Francis O'Hollaren 
Carl Joseph Pinard 
David William Quick 
S. Julian Ruden 
Joseph Frank Ruiz 
Michael Patrick Ryan 
George Joseph Shima 
James A. Skultety 
Virgil Crosby Snow 
Joseph Edward Sobota 
Percy Sultey, Jr.
George Eugene Trobough 
William Kenneth Wolf

1940

Eugene Joseph Abts 
Mario John Acquarelli 
William Edward Avery 
John Minor Ball 
Clifford Frederick Binder 
Gilbert Carmon Campbell 
Pasquale Anthony Carone 
Michael James Clarke 
Kenneth Joseph Cosgrove 
Mary Elizabeth Costello 
Lucille Mary Dagres 
Daniel Dominic Dolce 
John Joseph Dudek 
Richard Leo Egan 
Albert Americo Esposito 
Thomas Henry Foley 
James Garnet Gaume 
William Lambert Gilmore 
Arthur Francis Gore 
Vincent Harold Greco 
Jack Murrary Hayes 
William Edson Hungerford 
Harold Charles Kappus 
Gertrude Clara Keilhorn 
William Thomas Kemp 
Robert Herweg Leeds 
Benedetto Alfred LoBalbo 
Michael Anthony Marchigiano 
Aileen Elizabeth Mathiasen 
Richard Aaron Matlock 
George Prentiss McArdle 
Joseph Anthony McDermott 
Arthur Anthony McGill

James Anthony McGuire 
Bernard Francis McLaughlin 
Arthur Harold Mork 
William Richard Murphy 
Victor Campbell Myers 
William Anthony Newsom 
Francis Patrick O'Linn 
James Edmund Penterio 
John Michael Petrich 
William Lawrence Ross 
Frederick Saunders 
Mervyn Schacht 
Edith Charlotte Schrader 
Hubert Frederick Schwarz 
Leland Kendall Small 
Bernard James Sullivan 
Creighton Francis Uridil 
Joseph Van Dyne 
William John Waldmann 
Ethel Maguerite Waters 
Regis Edward Weland 
Robert Herman Welding 
Avery Bruce Wight 
John Allen Williams

1941

Stephen Louis Alaimo 
Alfred Charley Anderson 
Herman Louis Bewersdorf 
James Richard Blakeney 
Nicholas David Bonfilio 
Edwin Herms Brady 
Thomas Joseph Caldarola 
Howard Stephen Cowley 
Kenneth Peter Currie 
Italo Washington Daniele 
Marie Rose DeCola 
Johann Jacob Dejak 
Luscian William DiLeo 
Alphonse Jacob Dingacci 
Charles William Douglass 
James Timmons Dresser 
John Arnold Fairchild 
Alexander Joseph Filip 
Bertram Julian Gosliner 
Anthony Salvatore Greco 
Alvin Joseph Gross 
Guy Morgan Halsey 
William Stanislaus Hebert 
Vincent George Herman 
Raymond Hiroshi Hiroshige 
William Elmer Jensen 
Herman Sinclair Judd 
Harry Kaye 
David Kleiner 
Timothy Francis Lally 
Salvatore Rodimus LaTona 
Frank Robert Lauvetz 
Richard Lake Lehner
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Arnold William Lempka 
Woodrow Ernest Lomas 
Charles Anthony Longo 
Carl Humbert Maggiore 
Frederick J. Makovec 
Francis Joseph Manganaro 
Fredrick Ernest Marsh 
Joseph Robert Martin 
James Florian McDermott 
James Layton McDonnell 
Charles Dudley Miller 
John Thomas Moehn 
Charles Joseph Mooter 
Leo Martin Mullen 
Edward John Munns 
Merrill Charles O'Donnell 
Charles Emil Peacock 
Gertrude Lorna Pease 
Henry Celeste Portalupi 
Herbert Puller 
Marco Robert Rago 
Augustine John Raitano 
George Henry Richards, Jr. 
Allen Joseph Ryan 
Jean Albert Sarrail 
Walter Francis Shepherd 
Irma Smith
Clarence William Spellman 
William Howard Troian 
Arthur Leslie Vasconcellos 
Edward P. Whalen

1942

George Cruise Anstey 
Michael Joseph Arcabasso 
Albert Alizas Baronas 
Richard John Bellucci 
William Frederick Bowen 
Francis Andrew Bulawa 
Frederick Leo Burrows 
Patrick George Butler 
John Glendon Champion 
John Joseph Cicero 
Lawrence Desmond Colbert 
Henry Leopold Cuniberti 
Kenneth Rice Dalton 
William Aloysius Delaney 
Frederick William den Dulk 
Charles Edward Donley 
George Philip Dunn 
William Flynn Elders 
Philip John Fagan 
Frank Ottavio Franco 
Condon Thomas Hagan 
Merle Albert Harrison 
Joseph Thomas Hart 
Glen Heidepriem 
Mildred Margaret Hickey 
Vincent Thomas Houston

Walter Paul Kielhorn 
Lloyd Francis Lackie 
Donald Joseph Laviolette 
Richard Benjamin Leander 
Don Herbert Manning 
Elinor Evadell Marsh 
Roy Robert Matteri 
Charles Patrick McCoy 
Robert James McNamara 
Gerald Bernard Merline 
Daniel Martin Miller 
Jay Russell Miller 
George James Moffit 
Bernard James O'Loughlin 
Robert William Patton 
Robert Vincent Slattery 
Robert James Spratt 
Bernard Sternhill 
Maurice Edward Stoner 
Arax Jeanette Vaughn 
James Wenceslaus Vaverka 
Eugene Anthony Walsh 
John Arthur Walz 
Daniel Joseph Weber 
Ephraim Woll 
Stephen Joseph Wood, Jr.

1943
March 15,1943 
Gino Joseph Bucchianeri 
Michael Patrick Cerchio 
David Temple Clary 
Romain Pierre Clerou 
James Arthur Cornish 
Robert John Delaney 
John Alexander DiFiore 
Rafael Gabriel Duff icy, Jr. 
David Griffith Eldridge 
Charles Kazuo Fujisaki 
Robert Geary Gallimore 
Francis Louis Gasparini 
Albert Paul Guadagni 
Stephen John Hanten 
Lawrence Joe Hoo 
Agnes Florence Jennings 
John Hendricks Jordan 
Thomas Albert Kerns 
Jerome Dean Kovar 
John Edwin Krettek 
Geraldine Thelma Lainson 
Kenneth Anderson Maclnnes 
William Bede McGrath 
Thomas William McIntosh 
Harold Daniel Mueller 
Leslie Francis Musante 
Robert Donald Neikes 
Gregory Bunton Nichols 
Theodore Richard Nickelsen 
Carl Vito Pantaleo
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Leo Richard Pedemont 
Arthur Emmett Prevedel 
Robert Henry Quinn 
Anthony Luciano Rifici 
Howard Edward Rudersdorf 
Harriet Lorrain Schepper 
Austin Ernest Schill 
Joseph Basil Sindelar 
Edward Raymond Slavik 
Mervyn Joseph Sullivan 
James Michael Tierney 
James Victor Yackley 
Richard Wonsang You 
Adolph Joseph Zappelli

December 20,1943 
Cornelius Philip Addison 
Frank Jones Anderson 
Herbert Lee Archibald 
Leon Moreland Becker 
Carmelo Charles Celestre 
Thomas Yik Chang 
Yale Henry Charbonneau 
James Bracket Conlon 
Joseph Francis Conolly 
Robert Wesley DeVoe 
Louis Scotford Dewey 
Edward Attride Dolan 
Francis Damain Donahue 
Edward Philip Drendel 
Clement Cornelius DuMont 
John Thomas Egan, Jr.
John Joseph Eusterman 
Robert Joseph Fitzgibbons 
Hugh Francis Fitzpatrick 
Edward Francis Fleming 
Virgil Richard Fortin 
Donald Lee Fuhrman 
F. Audley Hale 
Robert Brine Harrington 
John Dawson Hartigan 
Fred Mullen Hebert 
John Richard Hilsabeck 
Sam Dietrich Hoeper 
George William Hyatt 
James Francis Kelly 
Roland Lee Kleeberger 
Valerian Vincent Kobza 
Kenneth Shigeo Kurita 
Edgar Charles Lawrence 
John Neal Martin 
John Wickham Mathiasen 
William Barlow McCunniff 
James Francis McDonald 
Ralph Eugene Metz 
William James Morrissey 
Joseph Francis Narkevitz 
Norman Joseph O'Dea 
James Julian O'Neil

Vincent Aloysius Parnell 
Clifton Page Rose 
Joseph Donald Ruggio 
George Major Schlenker 
William Patrick Shelly 
Viola Ellen Sheridan 
John Holloway Skirving 
Thomas Arthur Smeall 
Henry Tammen 
John Michael Tondra 
Rocco Frank Troiano 
Gordon Power Van Nuys 
Francis William Wanek 
John Joseph Wells 
Norman Dudley West 
Robert Samuel Woodward

1944

Keith Eugene Arnold 
Benjamin Clarence Bishop 
Joseph John Borghoff 
Joseph Richard Braitsch 
Leroy George Brown 
James Martin Casey 
Lawrence Klaren Danahey 
Gerald den Dulk 
Robert Edwin DePersio 
Francis Joseph Dierickx 
Rita Frances Dobel 
Francis Joseph Doyle 
Jerome Martin Dummer 
Joseph William Ebert 
Richard Joseph Fangman 
Mark Langtry Gabrielson 
James Andrew Giovacchini 
Reginald True Gobel 
Paul Goetowski 
Kenneth Edward Hodge 
Lambert William Holland 
William Joseph Hopkins 
Thomas Joseph Hughes 
John Albin Knebel 
Charles Melvern Kratochvil 
Leonard Edmund Kuffel 
Joseph Henry LaTona 
Melvin Maurice Lipsett 
Anthony Joseph Lombardo 
Edward Otto Loxterkamp 
Stephen Lawrence Magiera 
John Heny McCullough 
Thomas Richard McDonnell 
Edmund Joseph McGreevy 
Harold Leon McKeehan 
Francis Henry McMahon 
John Terence McNally 
John Herbert Moore 
Richard Keith Morgan 
Richard Campbell Mullen 
George John Murphy
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Edward Robert Nigro 
Charles Richard Noziska 
Vincent Anthony Palumbo 
Maurice Francis Peril 
Horace Gilbert Petronella 
James William Rouse 
Philip Richard Sanfilippo 
Cletus Bernard Schoeberl 
Hal Burton Stewart, Jr.
Robert Donald Storck 
Margaret Ann Storkan 
Berthold Richard Stuehler 
Wilbur LeRoy Thompson 
Peter Edward Tuny man 
John William Vincent 
Francis Xavier Weixel 
Ernest James West 
Roland Joseph Zarlengo

1945

Angela Barbara Adams 
Gilbert Arthur Beirne 
James Earl Black 
Paul St. Cyr Blak 
Jerome Edward Bleicher 
James Nash Byrd, Jr.
John Gorman Clothier 
Menford D. Cole 
Milton Henry Coutu 
Daniel John Cutcliff 
Robert Edward Donlin 
John Edward Dooly, Jr.
James Thomas Flanagan 
Charles Gandek 
Edward Emmet Garvey 
Ross Russell Goldware 
Richard Handley 
Robert Emmet Hawkins 
Joseph Patrick Healy 
John Maurice Hermanson 
Joseph Cavendish Jarrett 
John Michael Kehoe 
Robert William Kieber 
Herbert John Kwapiszeski 
Clark Hays Lauder, Jr.
Carl Jack Lutt 
Joseph John Mallia 
Michael Francis Maloney 
Denny Hicksford Mansell, Jr. 
William Stanley Markham 
Emmett Bernard Mathiasen 
Robert Vincent McAllister 
Robert Norman McFadden 
Leonard Michael McNamara 
Claude Henry Miller, Jr.
John Burton Miller 
John Paul Muir 
Edward Joseph Nino 
James Richard Nolan

Henry Kronsbein Oetting 
Anthony Ross Pantano 
William Hugh Powers 
Norman Keith Pullman 
Joseph Alfred Ragione 
William Joseph Reals 
Richard Norton Reedy 
Norman Edward Ringer 
Jason Bernard Roche 
John Robert Rufe 
Eli Sar
Robert Martin Schonebaum 
William Robert Shepard 
Walter Morse Smith 
Sidney Paul Starley 
Elmer George Stolz 
John William Tanner 
Kathleen Shanahan Turgeon 
Leo Victor Turgeon 
John Richard Walsh

1946

John William Bisenius 
James Frederick Blickle 
Thaddeus Thomas Bozek 
Bernard Aloysius Brungardt 
Louise Marie Camel 
Victoria Carkulis 
William Maxwell Clark 
Eugene Daniel Clement 
Russell Lewis Cox 
Frederick James De la Vega 
Robert James Dietz 
William Henry Earl 
Robert Quinton Flynn 
Harold Stephen Gately 
Walter John Gillogley 
Martin Owen Greaney 
Thomas Joseph Gurnett 
Tullius William Halley 
John James Hanigan 
Paul Vincent Hart 
Robert Francis Hasl 
William James Jones 
Kenneth Martin Keane 
Thomas Dudley Kelly 
John William Kimmell 
Robert Francis Klein 
Clement Francis Knobbe 
Thomas Francis Kruchek 
Robert John Kurth 
Frances Landreth 
Stephen Vernon Landreth 
Rosaire Elio Lemire, Jr. 
Angelo Joseph Leoni 
Richard William Maertz 
David Ignatius Mahoney 
James Conrad Maly 
Douglas Donald McLean
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John Donald Millenbah 
William Alexander Moore 
Ernest Leland Nelson 
Walter Junior Nowers 
Timothy Donald O'Connor 
Francis John Ragen 
John Gordon Rock 
Thomas Joseph Rossitto 
James Edward Ryder 
Geraldine Satrang 
Michael James Scott 
David Jerome Singer 
John Edward Smith 
Arthur Malcom Sonneland 
Harry Joseph Sullivan 
Willian Stephen Thoman 
Robert Charles Vanina 
Thomas Joseph Wells 
Thoams Ryan West 
Edwin Bradford Whiting 
Louis Theophile Winninger 
Robert Harrington Zahm

1947

Edward Arthur Abramo 
John Edward Aiken 
Hubert Joseph Albers 
Orval Joseph Bacci 
Alpha Rhea Bailey 
William Grove Baldwin 
George Louis Barnett 
Thomas Daniel Boler 
Winton Ray Boyd 
Charles Fabian Brannen 
Stanley William Brummett 
David James Buddrus 
John Joseph Carroll 
Gordon Cherwitz 
Donald Emerson Crocker 
Richard Quenton Crotty 
Hiliare Harman Doolittle 
Thomas Edwin Draney 
John Joseph Flynn 
Jose E. Garriga 
Park Spearin Gerald 
John Joseph Gleeson 
Robert Joseph Havel 
Robert Emmett Hayes 
Lawrence Paul Hickner 
Joseph Michael Holthaus 
Robert Asahel Jeffrey 
John Adolph Krouse 
John W. Lauder 
Matthew Parlyn Lawler 
Paul Lee
Thomas Joseph Malee 
Anthony Thomas Marchigiano 
Gilbert Marrero 
James Harry Maynard

Richard Joseph McCartan 
John Patrick McClean 
John Joseph McDonald 
John Joseph McGahan 
Robert Edgar Murphy 
Edgar Vincent Nolan 
Mary Patricia Phelan 
Leon Saul Puller 
John Thomas Ragan 
Walter Charles Reilly 
Daniel Salvatore Roccaforte 
Arthur Eugene Ryan 
Richard Ernest Schmid 
Richard Bohuslav Svehla 
James Harold Thomas 
William Henry Walton 
George Henry White 
Perry Thomas Williams 
John Richard Zastera 
Raymond Richard Zukaitis

1948

William Clarence Adams 
Richard Stanley Armstrong 
James Prince Beasom III 
Ralph Dennis Beasom 
Clinton George Beirne 
Jerome Benson 
Joseph Michael Botte 
Harold Henry Bremers 
Donald Russell Burke 
Sam Anthony Castro 
James Howard Cremin 
John Gerald Esch 
Lawrence Hampton Fitzgerald, Jr. 
Adrian Joseph Floersch 
Albert Victor Giampoli 
John William Gibson 
Clement Paul Gillespie 
Donald James Greco 
Raymond Francis Guese 
Anthony James Guida 
Harry Convery Henderson 
Howard Francis Herning 
Alice Marie Hickey 
Robert William Hoellwarth 
William Heber Holyoak 
Margaret Degnan Jeffrey 
Clifford Andrew Johnson 
William Walter Jurgensen 
Bernard Eugene Kenney 
Charles Ellsworth Kerrick 
Robert Rudolph Klamt 
Frank Anthony Kopecky 
Richard Joseph Krill 
Donald Joseph Madden 
Louis Loren Maher 
Richard Matthew McAtee 
Leo Bernard McGinty
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James Thomas McGuckin 
Norbert Edward Medved 
Vernon James Merkel 
Sidney Merlis 
Milo Keefe Merrill 
George Joseph Millett 
Ralph Holbert Moe 
Martin Charles Mueller 
Gerald Louis Mullaney, Jr.
Paul Eugene Neagle 
Norman Kay Noordhoff 
Miguel Angel Ortiz 
Harlan Louis Papenfuss 
Robert Patrick Parker 
Dwaine John Peetz 
Louis James Prendergrast 
James Richard Prest 
Arthur Charles Smid 
Lawrence Hudson Tarte 
Francis James Taylor 
Daniel William Terry 
Shannon Newell Thornton 
Joseph Edward Twidwell 
Charles Robert Vaught 
Edward Bernard Waldmann 
Joseph Linus Wiedemeir 
Francis Kui-Lai Won 
Marion Leonard Wood

1949

Abraham Edward Alpert 
Charles Henry Barnett 
Annette Jeanne Benoit 
Robert Gilbert Blanke 
Therese Michelson Blanke 
Ralph Hubert Buesgens 
Bernard Burack 
John Raymond Cantwell 
Richard Kenneth Chang 
Paul Judson Chapman 
Albert John Costello 
James Warren Davis 
John Lage Dewey 
Edward Aloysius Dougherty 
George Philip Erickson 
George Bysshe Eusterman 
Carmelo Peter Giannone 
Norman David Gross 
Earl Arthur Gullbert 
Donald Maurice Hickman 
Harry Natt Hoffman II 
Robert Kemp Jones 
James Wesley Knight 
Eli W. Lane 
Frank E. Liegner 
Victor Marrero
Mary Agnes Nosser O'Connell 
William Ambrose O'Connell 
Max Eugene Olsen

Chester Robert F. Poole 
Richard Louis Robert 
Clarence Ernest Rozgay 
Edward Joseph Sanders 
Antoinette Schamoi 
Maurice Edward Scheel 
Melvin Leroy Scheffel 
Richard Jackson Taylor 
Ruth Helen Struby Taylor 
Ralph Keenan Zech

1950

Anthony Steven Alaimo 
Harry Weimer Alcorn 
Morris Barnert 
Bernard J. Begley 
Donald Russell Bernat 
Arthur Washington Brown 
H. Marvin Camel 
Leonard Elmer Carlson 
Robert Morrison Chambers 
Simon William Conroy 
Nino Stephen Crisafulli 
James Joseph DeBartolo 
Edward Raymond Farrage 
Robert Martin Fischer 
Edward Joseph Fitzgerald 
Karl Michael Forster 
Robert Joseph Fox 
Allen Gerald Gilloon 
Elroy Francis Goebel, Jr.
John Jegi Gordon 
John Herbert Grosjean 
Gerard Roger Hassett 
John Edgar Hoff, Jr.
Edward Garey Hoffman 
William Robert Ireland 
Warren Peter Jurgensen 
William John Kieferdorf, Jr. 
Pauline June Kirkpatrick 
Richard Edward Klaas 
William Agnew Kleifgen 
Hugh Francis Kohler 
Ruth Elizabeth Kreiss 
Richard Siu Fun Lam 
Jack Winston Lee 
Raymond Gerard McDonald 
Alfred Bernard Mueller 
James Osmore Norton 
Marie Elizabeth O'Brien 
Francisco Orobitg 
Gena Rose Pahucki 
Chris Anthony Pascuzzi 
Sherwood Patrick Peartree 
Carlos Alberto Pedreschi 
Lucy Marguerite Radicia 
Jacqueline James Rebbe 
Louis Norman Reis 
Pierce Anthony Rooney
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John Joseph Sampson 
Arthur Lester Sciortino 
Carmen S. Segarra-Chaves 
John Albert Sheahon 
Eugene Nicholas Solovieff 
Stephen Jacob Spinharney 
Elmer Henry Thomassen 
John Paul Thomassen 
Manuel A. Torres-Aguiar 
Carl Peter Tranisi 
Joseph Dean Van Eaton 
John Raymond Whitcher 
Robert George Wilson 
Bernard Joel Wolfson 
Henry Frank Wrede, Jr. 
Jacob Emery Wyatt, Jr.

1951

Frederick Joseph Araas 
Jack Hugh Bankead 
John Joseph Bishop 
John Curry Brennan 
William Stanhope Bross 
William Edward Burger 
Richard Dale Burk 
Robert Randolph Burwell 
Mathilde Pauline Carpy 
Gordon Yen Hoy Chang 
William Charles Cole 
Gerald Louis Colonica 
Mary-Alice Coogan 
Carl John Cornelius, Jr. 
Donald Lee Cox 
Donald Francis Cummings 
Manuel A. deJesus-Gonzales 
Richard James Doherty 
Donald Joseph Dummer 
Dale Eugene Dunn 
James Francis Eagan 
Donald Francis Fangman 
Frederick Xavier Fry, Jr. 
Salvatore Vincent Giuffre 
Yoshio Handa 
Wesley Edward Hayek 
Robert Proulx Heaney 
John Raymond Hyde 
John Vincent Judge 
Robert Charles Kelley 
Walter Robert King 
William Mike Komanetsky 
William Ralph Kubitschek 
Frederick James Langdon 
Thomas J. Lawton 
Philip Jhune Whan Lee 
Michael Joseph Lemus 
Vincent Victor Leonardo 
John Joseph Lesiak 
Frederick James Lohr 
Clarence John Ludwig

Darwin Arthur Marlatt 
Anthony Martinez 
John Larkin McKay 
Donald Thomas McLaughlin 
Daniel Thomas Molloy 
John Richard Moore 
Paul Martin Murphy 
Richard Irving Nichols 
Fred Thomas O'Day 
Richard Michael O'Neill 
Anthony Stanley Owca 
Richard Lee Owens 
George Dowling Percy 
Gualberto Rabell 
Barbara Rose Reardon 
Margaret Altha Reed 
James Stephen Richard 
Peter Joseph Rubino 
Gregory Anthony Schissel 
Michael Francis Shanahan 
Robert Martin Shay 
Robert Andrew Slickman 
Walter LeRoy Sobba 
James Patrick Switzer 
Mary Jean Trudeau 
James Boles Turre 
Duane Newton Tweeddale 
Robert Edwin Underriner 
Edward Joseph Vosika 
Stephen Edward Wallace 
James Buchanan Williams 
Robert Menzies Wiprud 
Donald Edward Wolters

1952

Dominic Joseph Antonacci 
Guillermo Ofilada Austria 
Joseph Martin Badame 
John William Barnett 
Cletus Joseph Baum 
Donald Harry Bendorf 
Henry Joseph Biermann 
Raymond James Caffrey 
John Joseph Cavanaugh 
Paul Thomas Cawley 
Charles Francis Chase, Jr. 
Daniel Joseph Clark 
William W. L. Dang 
Robert Charles Dickenman 
Charles William Ehlers III 
Martin Charles Eltrich 
William Joseph Feeney 
John Edward Fitzpatrick, Jr. 
Frank Everett Garrett, Jr. 
Patrick Cornelius Gillespie 
Richard Saul Greenberg 
Michael Joseph Hamilton 
Vital Ellis Haynes, Jr.
John Francis Heffron
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Edna Eva Herbert 
Harry Norton Hirsch 
Steve Hoody 
William Robert Irwin 
Reinold Joseph Jones 
John Thomas Keller 
Richard Antone Kovarik 
Anna Hyacinth Lammers 
Fred Hixeon Landeen 
Robert Martin Langdon 
Joseph Patrick Lavelle 
John William Leishman 
Will Howitte Light 
Robert James Luby 
Ramon Rafael Luina-Diaz 
Paul Anthony Mackel 
James Alfred Mailliard 
Ross Anthony Manganaro 
Charles Montgomery Marriott 
Maurice Hussie Martin 
Carlos Fernando Martinez 
Stanley Takashi Marubaysi 
John Edward McCarville 
James Emmett McNerthney 
Darwin Lloyd Moriarty 
Albert Thomas O'Donnell 
James Patrick O'Halloran 
Lloyd Stephen O'Holleran 
John William Ord 
Claude Harold Organ, Jr. 
Patrick Thomas Phalen 
Robert James Prentice 
Emanuel Max Racher 
Paul Frederick Reichstadt 
Joseph Carl Rush 
William Howard Schmitz 
Thomas Henry Skrinar 
David Joseph Smith 
Cletus Isadore Stevens 
Gerald Harvey Sutton 
Charles Leslie Thompson 
Larry Eugene Williams 
Clarence Freeman Wurster 
William Harrison Zimmerman

1953

Albert Raymond Baumann 
Joseph Raymond Becky 
John Leopold Blodig 
Leonard Harris Boggs 
Thomas Raymond Brown 
Alvro Manuel Camacho 
Sebastian John Campagna 
David Conrad Chambers 
Richard Lee Codd 
John Franklin Condon 
Eduardo Antonio Conoan 
Edward James DeLashmutt 
Franklin Doloti

Thomas Edmond Donnelly 
Herman Eugene Doyle 
James Daniel Dunleavy 
Hubbard Frank Fellows 
Dominic Michael Ferrando 
James Philip Fitzgerald 
William Henry Ford 
Joseph Eber Gambee 
Ellen Ellard Garrecht 
Richard Joseph Giever 
James Robert Gilloon 
Donald Erwin Green 
Richard Paul Groschupf 
William Harold Ho Asjoe 
James Edward Holland 
Hugh Estill Jordon 
William Edward Kane 
Robert Joseph Keefe 
William Thomas Kelley 
James LeRoy Knott 
Delphin Gustave Kohler 
Wallace Karl Kucera 
Patrick Theodore Lai 
John David Lenton 
Richard Loyd Lillard, Jr. 
Denis A. Luz 
Stephen Wayne Maks 
John Patrick McCann 
Donald Francis McDonnll 
Terence Francis McGuire 
Daniel Newton Mergens 
Robert Alexander Mitchell 
Thaddeus Joseph Murawski 
Vincent Michael Murphy 
James Mervin Myers 
Warren Nash 
Nicholas Leonard Nelson 
Gerald Anthony O'Connor 
Richard Sunao Omura 
John Thomas O'Neill 
Reynold Richard Paladini 
James Joseph Pattee 
Oliver Wendell Phelps 
Richard Anthony Pirotte 
Leonard Francis Podrebarac 
Edwin Duane Poulsom 
John Richard Quinn 
Ralph Joseph Rettenmaier 
John Logan Rogers 
Bernard Francis Sand 
Kenneth Leroy Shireman 
Clyde Jarrell Smith 
Charles Gerard Stanley 
Henry Enrico Storino 
Daniel Joseph Sullivan 
Alfred Anthony Torre, Jr. 
Louis Frank Tribulato 
Carl Joseph Troia 
Robert William Wallace
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Philip H. F. Watt 
Donald William Weatherill 
Jasper Flemming Williams 
William A. Wys-Souffront 
Adam Edmund Zoucha

1954

John Brian Adamson 
Ward Robert Anthony 
Loren Louis Augustyn 
Joseph Anthony Barkett 
Edward Thomas Beitenman 
Ermand Joseph Bertoldi 
Frank Angelo Bertolucci 
Charles Thomas Brierty 
Robert Joseph Buchman 
John Patrick Byrne 
Jerome Anthony Cain 
Jay Jackson Carduff 
Coral William Cotterell 
Ronald Joseph Daniels 
Alvin William Davis 
Albert Mark Dolan 
Robert Leonard Dreier 
Thomas Wesley Dunklin, Jr. 
John Noel Dunn 
Gerald Hubert Evers 
Paul Samuel Fraser 
Richard Hartley Ganz 
Braham John Geha 
Michael Joseph Gillespie 
Donald Thomas Glowczewsky 
Kenneth Edward Goebel 
Patrick Emerson Golden 
Robert Peterson Haight 
Howard Eugene Hoenig 
Robert Thomas Huddleston 
Jack Kaiso Ikeda 
Harry Jerome Jenkins, Jr. 
Donald Richard Jones 
Thomas Henry Jones 
John Francis Kelly 
Joyce Benedict Kilmer 
Thomas William Klein 
Leo Philip Leonelli 
Richard Leo Maginn 
Paul Sebastian Mahoney 
Hugh Peter McClean 
John Richard McDonough 
Gerald Dominic McEllistrem 
Thomas James Meany 
Patrick Claire Meekin 
Joseph Leonard Monahan 
Casmir Augustine Murillo 
Emmett Thomas Murphy 
William Robert Olson 
Louis Pardini, Jr.
Richard Edward Peters 
Luis Alberto Picard-Ami

James Maynard Reifert 
Gerald Edward Ries 
Eugene Ronald Riggio 
Richard Wayne Roach 
Gerald Francis Rutten 
Karou Sasaki 
Olaf Earl Selander 
Reynold Shigeto Shirai 
Donald Edward Sullivan 
Laurence Francis Thomas 
John Allyn Tobin 
John William Tooley 
Rodney Redman Utke 
John Walter Warren 
Norman Van Wheeler 
Leonard Erwin Woytassek 
Allen Russell Wright 
Sebastian Anthony Zarbano

1955

John Walter Barnes 
Richard Paul Bose 
Francis Joseph Boyle, Jr.
Frank George Brau 
Raymond Charles Budell 
John Francis Byers 
John Anthony Caffrey 
Vincent Thomas Caldarola 
James O'Brien Cale 
Charles Bernard Carignan, Jr. 
Richard Robert Castillo 
Albert Kwok Sung Chun 
John Francis Collins 
Bernard James Collopy 
Patrick James Connor 
Timothy Thomas Joseph Dalton 
James Eugene Dean 
John Joseph Dougherty 
Thomas Frederick Driver 
James Robert Dunlap 
Ralph Joseph Dunnigan 
Charles Vernon Edwards, Jr. 
Thomas Francis Egan 
Charles Anthony Fangman 
John Francis Fitzgibbons 
James Francis Gerrits 
William Fisher Giles 
James Edwin Gotham 
Theodor Bernhard Grage 
Thomas Edward Grier 
Robert Richard Haan 
Robert C. Haggard 
Charles Richard Hamlin 
Richard Johnson Hill 
Frederick Howard Hodell 
Edwin Tadashe Ichiriu 
William Henry Johnson 
Gerard Joseph Kelly 
Otto Joseph Klinger
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Paul Frank Klosterman 
Philip Heinrich Lahr 
Eugene Francis Lanspa 
Frank Joseph Leary 
Alan Kamehumeha Luning 
John Patrick McCalla 
Donald James McCluskey 
Michael Donald McGuire 
Richard Francis McLaughlin 
John Partick Medved 
Vernon William Meyers 
Douglas Pasquale Milani 
Mark Devlin Muir 
Patricia Ann Murphy 
Robert Bernhard Nolan 
Joseph Edward O'Neill, Jr. 
William James O'Rourke 
Paul David Pettit 
David Frank Piro 
Howard Francis Poepsel 
William Thomas Powers 
William Slocum Prunty 
Peter Joseph Rizzolo 
Joseph Michael Rooney 
William Whitmore Rueve 
Earl Leo Ryan, Jr.
Jose Sergio Salas 
Gerald Clifford Seagraves 
Donald Ralph Seifert 
Jerome Anthony Snyder 
Louis Andrew Sojka 
Eugene Lloyd Sucha 
John Edwin Sullivan 
Robert Gordon Townley 
Gerald Eugene Tracy 
Theodore Joseph Trumble 
Henry Herman Tyminski 
Arthur Benjamin Vialpando 
John Kamal Waken 
Cornelius Calvin Welch

1956

Victor J. Albertazzi 
John Nicholas Asborno 
Gilbert Anders Bacon 
Genene Marie Baker 
Richard George Belatti 
William Jerome Boardman 
Terrance Russel Brennan 
Benno Marcellus Brink 
John Stephen Broz II 
John Wesley Busby 
Anthony Francis Cafaro 
Joseph Norbert Carberry 
Jose Ramon Castro-Borges 
Thomas Charles Christiansen 
Roger Owen Degan 
Donald Ray Dicus

William Robert Doherty 
John William Doyle 
John Patrick Duffy 
Robert William Dunlay 
Martin Healey Ellbogen 
Charles Walton Emerick 
Anthony I. Ferrari 
James Leo Flood 
Hillard James Giblin 
John G. Girardot 
Thomas Charles Graham 
Lawrence John Grahek 
Herbert Edward Gude 
Donald Edward Gunderson 
Anne Marie Hayes 
John Edward Ingram, Jr. 
Neil Patrick Kenney 
Paul John Kern 
Albert Karl Kornell 
George John Krismer 
Lynn Lou Leibel 
Amerigo Vito Longo 
John Joseph Malina 
John Joseph Manion 
James Patrick Mannion 
John Robert Mansfeldt 
Joseph Robert McCaslin 
John Cameron McMillan 
John Alan Metheny 
Thomas Lynn Miller 
Robert Joseph Morelli 
Delwyn Joseph Nagengast 
Peter Anthony Nardulli 
Walter Curtis Niederee 
Ronald William Olnhausen 
Felix Anthony Pileggi 
William Vladimir Pryich 
Agostino Puccinelli 
Maurice Francis Quinlan 
Irving Benjamin Rayman 
Robert Donald Rento 
John Robert Reynolds 
Everitt L. Roley 
Edward John Safranek 
Edward Theodore Schnoor 
Naurice Brandt Schwartz 
Daniel Francis Shanahan 
Kathleen Gallagher Skrinar 
James Bernard Smith 
Albert Ronald Soberanski 
Joseph Michael Stech 
Robert Eugene Stejskal 
Vernon B. Sternhill 
Carlos Torres-Aguiar 
Everett Bernard Viano 
Robert Jeffers Weafer 
Donald Stanley Weaver 
Charles Martel Wilhelmj, Jr.
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Eugene Bert Winchester 
Allan H. W. Young 
Robert Paul Zammit

1957

Frederic Maurice Ashler
Richard Vincent Barry
Leopold Joseph Bellantoni
Robert Emmett Brierty
Jeanne Butterfield
Michael Francis Callaghan
Robert Richard Celli
Clifford B. G. Chang
Robert Edward Craven
Richard Alfred Croghan
Donald Carmello Cuccia
Clarence Curry, Jr.Keith Burdette Deason
William Louis Doig
James Frank Duesman
Lewis C. Duncan
Emil Henry Dziubinski
James Joseph Egan
Corinne Farrell
John Ervin Fischbach
John Arthur Fischer
John Ormand Fluegel
Edward Francis Forbes
Joseph I. Fox
Louis Phaon Gambee
Louis J. Giorgi
James George Harmeling
Richard Joseph Hattrup
Thomas Milton Haun
James Patrick Hayes
James S. Henry
Patrick Albert Howe
Everett N. Jones, Jr.
Bernardino Estante Juario
Robert Lee Kalez
Richard Leo Keenan
Pierre Wayne Keitges
Bernard Lee Kratochvil
Michael Anthony La Mendola (Posthumously)
Milton James Law
Kevin Michael Lawler
A. Charles Massaro
Edward Ralph Mastro, Jr.
John James Matoole, Jr.
William Roger Meyer 
Donald Leo Mingione 
Thomas Milan Mirich, Jr.
Thomas Earle Morrissey 
Reginald Lee Murphy 
Charles Musich 
Edmund Anthony Novak 
Donald J. Pavelka 
William Gerard Peterson 
George Dominic Picetti 
Rolland D. Pistulka

John Francis Quinn 
John Michael Roddy, Jr. 
Kenneth Francis Rupp 
Salvatore M. Santella 
Novella Ann Schafer 
Francis Xavier Schloeder 
Charles Raymond Schranck 
James John Shea 
Henry Francis Slominski 
Milton John Swartz 
Richert J. Taylor 
Arthur T. Tuma 
Walter H. K. Watt 
Edwin Eugene Westura

1958

Lawrence Joseph Backe, Jr. 
Noberto Baysa 
Charles Araujo Bejarano 
Richard Anthony Bolamperti 
Donald Frederick Bruhn 
John Valentine Buglewicz 
Harold Eugene Cahoy 
Peter John Caponegro 
Robert James Caponegro 
Anthony John Carnazzo 
William S. Carnazzo 
Charles Conloy Ching 
Denis Joseph Cuka 
John Francis Devery 
Sebatino S. Di Censo 
Jerald Joseph Dihl 
Charles John Drexler 
Robert Clarence Egan 
Richard Donald Frank 
Ray Donald Gaines 
James Gerard Galante 
Peter James Gamache 
Anthony Eugene Giangrasso 
Vincent Anthony Giannattasio 
Robert Emil Hahn 
Jeremiah Edmond Hall 
John F. Hession 
James Robert Hewson 
William Franklin Hohn 
Paul Ray Holzworth 
L. Ronald Homza 
Phillip Leo Kelly 
John Lawrence Kestel 
Robert John Klein 
Bernard Joseph Leininger 
Andrew James Lewis 
Edward Thomas Lysek 
Frank Xavier McCabe 
Howard La Vaine McCarthy 
Richard Paul McCullough 
Lee Frederick McNamara 
Frank Edward Mork 
Philip Leo Mulholland
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Leo John Nieland 
Richard Martin Nowak 
Patrick Sylvester O'Halloran 
Raymond Michael Osecheck 
Arthur Michael Palrang 
Herbert William Peterson 
Sebastian Ross Pirruccello 
Jerome P. Pucelik 
Keith Arnold Rodaway 
Anthony Michael Romano 
Gloria Anne Schmidt 
Richard Donald Schultz 
Jack W. Seagraves 
Howard Francis Shortley 
Kenneth Peter Steimel 
Theodore James Wachs 
Daneil L. Wagner 
William Montgomery Wahle 
Donald Hubert Wald 
Harry Joseph Wander 
John Joseph Whitaker

1959

Lawrence Leonard Abruzzini 
Vincent John Adams 
James Frederick Arens 
Alvin Griffiths Barnes 
Donald Yeager Beard 
William Hal Berner 
Robert Charles Boken 
Jean Marie Bonnema 
Richard Lee Brennan 
Joseph Thomas Broderick 
Joseph Richard Byers 
John Patrick Byorth 
John Richard Cafaro 
Vincent Olin Carfagna 
Dominic Frank Carlino 
George Ernshaw Castrovillo 
William Michael Chandler, Sr. 
Armand Joseph Choquette, Jr. 
John Wilkie Chung 
Thomas Joseph Cinque 
Paul Ralph Colletti 
John Joseph Connolly 
Kenneth Francis Conry 
Lynn Innocente De Marco 
William Patrick Egan 
James Howard Elston 
Richard J. Feldhaus 
F. Daniel Foley 
Paul John Gilles 
John Leo Gordon 
Gerald Charles Griffin 
Stephen Lloyd Haug 
Herman Joseph Hunter 
Howard Joseph Igel 
Thomas Hunt Joyce III 
Bernard Donald Kaiser

Andrew Joseph Kalivoda 
George G. Kelly 
Emmett Michael Kenney 
Barbara Kenyon 
Joseph Stanley Lawton 
Arthur Harry Liebentritt 
Benedict F. Magsamen 
Richard O. Manzo 
Frank Dana McBarron 
William Henry McCarthy 
Paul Singer McCullough 
Ralph Thomas McLaughlin 
James Berry Mills 
Raymond Gene Nemer 
Louis Arthur Noltimier 
Peter Anthony Nuccio 
Joseph James O'Neill 
Kenneth Kevin Pavlik 
William A. Pettinger 
George Edward Philbin 
Bernard James Poletti 
Bernard Peter Rudis 
Robert Louis Solt 
Gillen John Steiner 
Clarence Arthur Stratman 
Robert Henry Sueper 
Louis Ernest Valker 
James Emmett Wenzl 
Hubert A. Wiebelhaus 
Gabriel Henry Wilson 
Robert Leo Wilson 
Harold Edmund Windschitl 
Norman Valentine Wirth 
Joseph Raymond Zbylski

1960

Antoine Tofic Attalla 
Lowell J. Brown 
Robert Leo Burghart 
Ronald Joseph Carlucci 
Edward Sander Connolly 
Roger Eugene Cox 
William Joseph Dowling 
Francis Xavier Essex 
Chris K. Fotopoulos 
Darrell Ivan Gisvold 
Mary Elizabeth Grace 
John L. Grady 
Charles Michael Graz 
John Frederic Green 
Joseph Francis Grismer 
Herbert C. Hagele, Jr. 
Edward Whitney Healey 
Robert Douglas Hedequist 
Thomas Hejna 
Raphael Joseph Ho Tai 
Marc Alphons Hurzeler 
Theodore Edwin Irving, Jr. 
Yoshimi Robert Kagawa
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George Robert Kehoe 
Lawrence James Kelly 
Elmer Evert Kobold, Jr. 
Joseph Allen Kovarik 
Frederick Siu Fun Lee 
Thomas Edward Little 
Manuel Luna 
Eugene Arthur Merecki 
Robert Raymond Miller 
James E. Mills 
Victor Francis Mockus 
John Wesley Monson 
James Joseph Muehlberger 
James Harold Mullen 
John Francis Murphy 
John Joseph Murphy 
John Smith O'Brien 
Rihcard L. O'Brien 
Samuel David Porter 
Charles Joseph Reilly 
Robert Paul Schultz 
William Henry Schutze 
Frederick W. Schwertley 
Thomas Jerome Setter 
Winston Ronald Smith 
Gerald Joseph Spethman 
Michael Reid Stapleton 
Robert Bruce Stewart 
John Walter Sullivan 
Robert Joseph P. Thurtle 
John M. Tsao 
John Lanton Ulrich 
Steven H. Wald 
Hugh Douglas Walker 
Paul Allen Waters 
Leo Francis Weiler 
Andrew John Weis 
Jude N. Werth 
Michael Frank White 
Raymond J. C. Wong 
John Franklin Yost 
George Christian Zerr

1961

Emmett Michael Ahart 
Augustus Anthony Aquino 
Henry Bernabe Arguinchona 
William Sims Armstrong 
Lee Charles Bevilacqua 
John Thomas Brockley 
Theodore Arthur Burns 
Joseph Robert Cali 
Reginald Stephen Carvalho II 
George Frederick Christ 
Daniel Joseph Combo 
Patrick Alden Deevy 
Randolph Morgan Ferlic 
John Joseph Fitzpatrick 
Howard Dean Fleetwood

Albert Frietzsche 
John James Graham 
Michael Joseph Haller 
Charles Allen Hanna 
Roy Duane Harris 
Robert William Hunt 
Marshall L. Jacks 
John Jacob Janas, Jr.
William J. Jurich 
Kennard Joseph Kapstafer 
R. Jerome Kasher 
Joseph Gale Katterhagan 
Frank Anthony Kreitler 
Robert Darrell Lelonek 
Harry George Miller 
Joseph James Mo wad 
Maurice Edmond O'Connor 
Robert Anthony O'Rourke 
Robert Keith Ortwein 
John Rupert Privett 
David Myren Rankin 
Frank Zambrano Reade 
James Darcy Reardon 
John Harry Samson 
Stephen Harold Schachner 
Richard Charles Schissel 
Robert Anthony Seivert 
Paul James Somsky 
Vance Angelo Spilotro 
Nicholas Stabile 
Daryl Rahy Stephenson 
James Robert Sullivan 
John Howard Taylor 
Mary Clare Vizzard 
Charles Jospeh Vlach 
Robert George Weigand 
Thomas Wayne Wilkins

1962

Richard John Alan 
John Francis Aloia 
Donald Mathew Angotti 
Eugene Anthony Baciocco 
Arthur Gottfried Barbier 
Arthur Jens Barrett 
Miles William Bell 
Joseph Clayton Campbell 
Donald Joseph Cariani 
Vincent Joseph Carollo 
Ronald Augustus Castellino 
John Patrick Chard 
Terence Roger Collins 
Robert Westin Collison 
Anthony Thomas D'Alessio 
Peter Romano DeMarco 
Charles Terrence Dolan 
Samo Jacob Dovgan 
Hekmatollah Pierre Eilian 
Robert John Enright
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Leroy Milton Even 
Anthony Raymond Gabriele 
Robert Ellis George 
Edward Hoepfner Grinnell 
Vincent Thomas Guarnaccia 
Bernard Nathan Harris 
Martin D. Haykin 
Arden Lee Huff 
James Francis Johnson 
Martin Joseph Joye 
John Eastman Keilly 
Wenzel James Kovarik 
Robert Leo Krebsbach 
Paul Alan Lavinger 
David William Mack 
Csaba Ladislao Magassy 
Ronald Francis Maly 
John George Manesis 
Robert Edward Mayle 
William Clinton McCabe 
Paul H. McDermott, Jr. 
Dennis Edward McDonnell 
Patrick Stephen McGreevy 
Robert Donald Mills 
James Isidores Moraitis 
Allan Moreira-Conrado 
Thomas Joseph Moylan 
Thomas Jenson Muller 
James Joseph Navin 
Anthony Joseph Nespole, Jr. 
Daniel James O'Connell 
Thomas Patrick O'Keefe 
William David Reardon 
Donald Paul Rosenblatt 
Robert Kenneth Schwartz 
George Joseph Slahorek 
Peter Anthony Sollaccio 
James Francis Stanosheck 
George E. Stavros 
Roland Arthur Steele 
Richard R. Stoughton 
Louise Mary Vanslager 
Joseph Anthony Volpe

1963

Ronald Ernest Aigotti 
Louis Peter Alexander 
Lorene Mary Anastasi 
Paul C. Baker 
Wayne Albin Bergstrom 
Basil Thomas Bodmer 
Nicholas Anthony Casaburi 
Stephen Andrew Cech 
Richard Anthony Cirone 
Thomas Leo Connolly 
Charles Henry Cook 
John B. Demman, Jr. 
Pasquale A. DiLorenzo

William Jerome Doyle 
Charles John Farrell 
Paul Arthur Fee 
Albert A. Ferrari 
Robert William Ferraro 
Edward Leroy Ford 
Ralph Patrick George, Jr. 
Rodney Dale Gladhart 
Glen Albert Gordon, Jr.
John T. Growney 
Harvey William Halberstadt 
James George Haller 
William Robert Hamilton 
Douglas Monroe Harper 
Larry Keith Hatch 
Vincent Ho Lee 
John E. Kelly 
James Michael Kenny 
John Edward Kilbride 
Lawrence Charles Klein 
Jarret Hyung Chul Ko 
James Burke Lannon 
Charles Michael Loos 
John Edward Lynch, Jr. 
William Ernest Lynch, Jr. 
Jospeh Francis Maguire 
Richard Dominick Milone 
Allan Barnett Minster 
Jorge Arturo Montero 
Jiminez Ricardo Mulero 
William David Murphy 
Gregory Naughton 
George Louis Nichols 
James Michael O'Brien 
James Joseph O'Grady 
Raphael Joseph Osheroff 
Harry George Plut, Jr.
John George Poppingo 
John Joseph Randolph 
Thomas Anthony Rauner 
Robert Roy Recker 
Daniel Donald Schrein 
George Frederick Schuchmann 
James E. Schultz 
James Joseph Shehan 
Michael Hugh Sketch 
John Courtney Slaughter 
Regis William Stafford 
Andrew Murphy Steiner 
John Thomas Sullivan 
Roger Nicholas Vargas 
John James Walch 
William Emmett Walsh 
Frederick Walter Wietecha 
Richard Lee Zahn 
Fernando Antonio Zamudio 
Jerome H. Zechmann
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1964

Stephen Patrick Adley, Jr.
Robert Charles Agnitsch 
Albert E. Amorteguy 
Richard Joseph Barse 
Charles Henrey Bedard 
Robert Michael Biondi 
Robert Francis Bluvas 
Alan Clark Brewster 
David Perry Burkley 
James Dale Chambers 
Lila Jane Lai Jan Chee 
Gary D. Chiarottino 
Robert Samuel Crist 
Harry Jeoffrey Deeths 
Robert Lincoln Delaney 
Joseph Bernard Devin 
Louis Di Tullio 
Michael J. Dunn 
Joseph James Dzubay 
William Emil Emeis 
John Joseph Ferry 
Lewis Joseph Fisher, Jr.
Michael Gagliardi 
Joseph Ferdinand Galles 
Clifford Mandahl Hadley 
Harold Edward Hand, Jr.
Philip John Happe 
Frederick John Hass 
Albert Joseph Heimel 
Edward Aloysius Hutchinson III 
Frank Donald Kapustka 
Lawrence William Keefe 
Piroska O. Kramar 
Thomas Richard Kruzich 
Clara Rose Cecelia LaSala 
James Paul Laumond 
Ronald Robert Martins 
Anthony Leo McDermott 
James Edward McGill 
Roy Allen McLaughlin 
David Manly McTaggart 
Anthony Nick Mendesh 
Robert Andrew Metzger 
Ronald Paul Morro 
Michael Gerard Nespole 
Michael A. O'Keefe 
Daryush Parsa 
Edmund Victor Pellettiere 
John Joseph Piacitelli 
Anthony James Rejent 
Solomon L. Riley, Jr.
Roderick Paul Robertson 
Ronald Richard Roth 
Milton Martin Rowley 
Garry Fawson Rust 
Donald J. Schroeder 
Mary Anne Shank 
Lawrence Joseph Shivers

James Patrick Slattery 
Joseph Patrick Smyth 
James Edward Soyars 
Paul Charles Staffier 
J. Richard Tamisiea 
John E. Tarsney 
John Michael Tedeschi 
Alexander Villicana 
James Russel Wagner 
William Meade Wanamaker 
Michael Joseph Weaver 
Wesley Guy Wilhelm 
John Drew Woodbury 
Richard Dean Wright

1965

Mario Edward Baccari 
George John Basque 
Charles Philip Beagan 
William Thomas Blessum 
Aldrich Melton Brooks, Jr. 
Jerome Michael Buckley 
Eugene Gerald Carmody 
Joseph Giulio Cesare 
John Charles Chatel 
Carl Marion Clark 
Frank James Collie 
Mark James DeMeo 
John Joseph Dudek, Jr.
John Joseph Finn, Jr.
Wendell Patrick Fleet 
Michael L. Goodin 
Daniel Francis Greeley 
Charles D. Herzon 
Joseph Anthony Jarzobski 
Cage Saul Johnson 
Paul Wayne Kantack 
Thomas Phillip Keenan 
Marvin Otto Kolb 
Patrick Willis Kosmicki 
James Louis Kurowski 
Kenneth Paul Lyons 
Thomas Donald Maher 
James Charles Mailander 
Anthony Jefferson Martel 
Richard Thomas McCarty 
Robert Francis McCauley 
John Joseph McGill 
Alexander Scott K. Miles 
Paul Matthew Monahan 
Frederick Adams Montgomery 
Michael James Mullin 
Paul Vincent Nally 
John Clinton Norris 
Frank Daniel Oliveto 
Robert Thomas O'Neill 
Patrick Keith Parks 
Richard Joseph Petersen 
John Francis Pezzimenti
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James Joseph Phalen 
Robert Michael Potenza 
James Joseph Regan, Jr. 
Stephen Edward Reznak 
William John Robson 
Joseph Gerard Roche 
Donald Edmund Schaffer 
Richard Allen Schooler 
James Vincent Scutero 
Richard Louis Siegler 
Joseph Horace Siino 
Ronald J. Simone 
Carl William Slocum 
Edward Johnston Staffier 
Jerome Charles Tanous 
Anthony Joseph Vallone 
John Peter Vanderheiden 
H. Paul Winalski II 
James J. Woodbury 
Allen Edward Zencka 
John Joseph Zielinski

1966

Anthony Steven Alaimo, Jr. 
Jim Douglas Anderson 
Larry John Andreini 
George Henry Arnold III 
Gerald Francis Bader 
Salvatore Dominic Barranco 
August H. Bergman 
James Edward Braun 
Michael Anthony Breiner 
Donald Francis Buckley 
Gregory James Buratto 
Joseph Vincent Burke 
Robert Francis Carretta 
Richard Leonard DeKlotz 
Thomas Edward Desmond, Jr. 
Albert Joseph diVittorio, Jr. 
Genevieve Marie Donlon 
Harry Conrad Eggleston 
Joseph Robert Ellison 
Francis Graham Fallon II 
Kieran Joseph Fitzpatrick 
Gary Francis Flannery 
Peter Gabriel 
Thor Charles Gjerdrum 
Joseph Pieri Green 
Robert Joseph Henning 
Joseph James Herbert 
Ronald Joseph Ignelzi 
Joanne K. Ishizuka 
David Alan Jasper 
Stephen Schrock Jewett 
Donald Leon Kaminski 
Robert Paul Losey 
Joseph Daniel Lynch 
James Laird Manion 
Philip Jacques Martin

Kenneth R. Mattheis 
D. Gregory O'Leary 
Tracy Richard Osborne 
Robert Daniel Pascotto 
Edward Norman Pasqual, Jr. 
Ronald Joseph Pizinger 
James David Quinn 
John Patrick Reilly 
Phillip Eugene Reilly 
Gary Lee Ritchie 
George Faulkner Ritchie 
Francis Edward Roque 
Nicholas Richard Rorick 
Thomas Richard Russell 
Marion Leroy Sani 
Jorge Enrique Sanmartin 
Robert Gerard Schacht 
Frederick Charles Schiattarella 
William Joseph Schlueter 
John Hughes Senechal 
Edward Joseph Serres 
Clarence Lloyd Shields, Jr. 
Richard William Smith 
Dennis Albin Soukup 
Paul Edward Steffes 
John Anthony Straka 
Raymond Aloysius Sullivan, Jr. 
James McCann Talcott 
Winston Mizuo Ueno 
Martin Jay Van Dyne 
Raymond Joseph Votypka 
George Frederick Werner 
P. Lawrence Wiebe 
John August Willis 
Bernhard Gerald Wiltfang 
Paul William Wolpert 
Thomas Mark Zurkowski

1967

Felix Benjamin Alfaro 
Samuel Joseph Bandiera 
Patrick Anthony Bianchi 
Allan Charles Bisbee 
Thomas Leo Bodensteiner 
Sylvain Angelo Borel 
Larry Thomas Bourke 
Adrian Richard Bourque 
Beamer Breiling 
Richard James Brennan 
Nichols Robert Capece 
Francis Joseph Cavano 
Michael McGowin Collins 
Arthur Alfred Crisera 
Thomas Herbert Dee 
Vito Richard Del Deo 
Robert Claude Della Rocca 
Michael Joseph Donahue 
Thomas George Englund 
Michael Frank Escobar
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Donald Edward Factor 
John James Firpo, Jr.
Thomas Matthew Foley, Jr. 
Jacob Michael Gerend 
James Allen Gibbs 
Christopher G. Gifford 
Frank Gingerelli 
Frank Lawrence Giordano 
Robert Lee Goetz 
William Alexander Graham, Jr. 
Nicholas Joseph Havel 
John Joseph Heieck 
Richard J. G. Holcomb 
Gerald Ward Honch 
Michael Colin Jordan 
Samuel Garrett Kellogg 
Allen Bennet King 
Thomas Charles Lally 
Gerald Joseph Langdon 
John Gerald Langdon 
John Archie Lenehan 
Timothy Edward Linehan 
Philip Frank Lo Piccolo 
Thomas Smith Manion 
Robert M. Matthews 
Stephen Joseph McGeady 
Alfred Mark Mick 
Michael John Murphy 
George James O'Connor, Jr. 
Michael James O'Halloran 
Eugene Charles Oliveto 
John Anthony Otto 
James Manuel Pagano 
Thomas George Pautler 
James R. Privitera, Jr.
John Patrick Prusmack 
Anthony Benjamin Rishwain 
Charles Wyman Ruggeroli 
Robert Edward Rust, Jr.
Glen N. Shaurette 
James Joseph Smith III 
David Winston Stegman 
Alex Theodore Stolarskyj 
Thomas George Thieman 
William Winn Tipton, Jr. 
Joseph Louis Troska 
Ronald Lambert Van Roy 
Edward Anthony Wolf, Jr. 
Franklin See Hook Young

1968

Francis Joseph Matthew Alessi 
Robert Louis Anderson 
Ronald Louis Antinone 
James Ronald Beaudoin 
Robert Carl Bobo 
Ronald Bartlett Boersma 
Charles Howard Brannen 
Earl James Carstensen

Michael Anthony Cavaleri 
Joseph John Cernik 
Joseph William Cervi 
Dennis M. Crowley 
Charles Frank Damico, Jr. 
Edward Peter Dancewicz 
James Daniel 
Gary M. Dolan 
Walter Gerard Donnelly, Jr. 
Ronald George Drummond 
Richard Michael Egan 
Gilbert L. English 
Robert Alan Finelli 
Donald Edward Fischer, Jr. 
Raymond John Foerch, Jr. 
John Michael Ford 
Louis Thaddeus Forlano 
Charles Richard Fowler 
George Struby Graham 
James Patrick Graham 
Daniel Mitchell Kelly 
Thomas Francis Kelly 
John Mansfield Kiely 
Gary B. Kitching 
James Paul Krajeski 
Thomas R. Leddy 
Kenneth Joseph Leveno 
Leonard Joseph Marcel III 
Lorraine Helen Martin 
Kenneth Joseph McCarthy III 
Mark Edward McGovern 
Lonnie Richard Mercier 
Peter John O'Brien 
Fred James Pettid 
Robert Christopher Powers 
Robert Edward Pucelik 
Douglas Alvin Robey 
Nicholas John Rowley 
Patrick Joseph Ryan 
Richard Daniel Shannon 
Leo Kent Smith 
Dean Francis Tamisiea 
Richard John Ucci 
Donald Michael Uzendoski 
John J. Vacanti 
David Fletcher Vargas 
Peter Anthony Vargas 
Michael Harry Vawter 
Thomas Nicholas Walinski 
Joseph Robert Walker 
Lee Thom Wegener 
Karl C. Wickerath 
B. Joseph Zumpano

1969

Richard Nicholas Biondi 
Emory Joseph Bourdeau, Jr. 
Robert William Burns 
Gerald Carnazzo
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Charles Robert Clem 
Thomas Michael Collins 
Jospeh Bernard Conahan, Jr. 
Kevin Edward Conboy 
Victor Michael Dalforna 
William Thomas Delaney 
Albert Franklin De Ranieri 
Robert Alonzo Driscoll 
Allen Dale Dvorak 
Norman Ross Edwards 
Kirby James Flanagan 
Gerald Michael Fleming 
Frank John Forte 
Gary Stuart Francis 
Douglas Edward Garland 
Robert Anthony Gibbons 
Edward B. Healton 
Harry Convery Henderson III 
James Michael Hogan 
Michael Joseph Hogan 
Keith Anthony Hruska 
James Francis Keefe 
Emmet Britton Keeffe 
Michael Robert Kelly 
Raymond Francis Kostin 
John Joseph Kroening 
Peter Robert Langan 
C. Patrick Lauder 
Franklin N. Laviola 
Carl Victor Leier 
Nelson Ignatius F. Leone 
Albert Thomas Lojko 
Raymond A. Lukas 
Joseph Ignatius Matthews 
Michael Xavier McIntosh 
Robert Thomas McMahon, Jr. 
Lawrence Joseph Minette 
James Andrew Murphy 
Anselm Anthony Parlatore 
Paul Michael Petelin 
Andrew C. Peterson 
Edward Joseph Quinn 
Richard Michael Ratino 
Thomas Charles Reis 
Thomas Earl Rodcay 
Henry Samtoy 
Edward Henry Scarpitt 
Phillip James Schilling 
Andrew Joseph Scoma, Jr. 
John Laird Seaich 
Robert Paul Searles 
Harry Elton Serene 
Dennis Michael Shaughnessy 
Richard Joseph Sklenicka 
William Norman Smith 
Donald Joseph Snider 
Michael Stek, Jr.
Frank Joseph Stella 
Nicholas William Veith

Nicholas William Verola 
Robert Wayne 
Marco Dominic Zarlengo

1970

Frank Joseph Albani 
Robert Lee Allison 
Alan James Alveari 
Larry Howard Baker 
Frank Stephen Baleiko 
Timothy M. Besch 
Thomas Paul Bogaard 
Patrick William Bowman 
Lawrence Terrence Brueckner 
Stephen M. Brzica, Jr.
Severon Gregory Buechel 
Anthony Joseph Buscaglia 
Edward Thomas Campagna 
Ralph Anthony Capaldo 
Jon Steven Chaffee 
Mary Ellen Walton Conti 
Salvatore Conti 
James Gordon Cummins 
John Albert Currier 
James Frederick Dorethy 
Eugene Edward Fibuch 
Boyce Ray Fitzgerald 
Janice Marie Flaherty 
James Dennis Foley 
Ronald Joseph Gagne 
Stephen Delano Gibbs 
James John Gregory 
Joseph Nicholas Gregurich 
Oliver Joseph Harper 
Patrick T. Heffron 
Henry Richard Herrara 
Richard Alfred Hess 
Gary Edward Hill 
Stephen Henry Hornell 
Willard John Hull 
Dennis Seaborn Jones 
Wayne Bruce Leadbetter 
William Matthias Lee 
Arthur Francis Leritz 
Joseph Bruce Lorenzo 
Patrick C. Lowry 
William Anthony Madden 
Daniel Amedeo Masone 
Patrick J. McKenna 
Barry Anthony McNamara 
Timothy Edward McNamara 
Mark Joseph Meiler 
Kenneth William Meyer 
Lieberg Ferdinand Meyer 
John Francis Mira 
John Arnold Mirczak 
Frederick Stuart Mittleman 
Thomas William Moffatt 
Kenneth Lawrence Noller
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Charles Patrick O'Brien 
James R. M. Pearce 
Robert LeRoy Pierson 
Thomas Stephen Pruse 
Joseph Angelo Ralabate 
Lawrence Lewis Reynolds 
John Daniel Rixon 
Robert Edward Schneider III 
Timothy Michael Schumacher 
Joseph Michael Sharkey 
James Hall Sheerin 
Thomas Jack Sims 
Joseph John Soha, Jr.
Vincent Hess Stack 
Robert Wayne Steyskal 
Charles Coonan Streit 
Robert Francis Tobin 
Paul Koji Umino 
Lawrence Frank Velho 
Roland Neal Woodruff

1971

William Alexander Albano 
Vito Anthony Angelillo 
Daniel Robert Bailey 
Ronald David Beals 
Martin Henry Bierman 
Thomas Joseph Blanchard 
James Robert Brown 
Robert Norman Brown 
Joseph A. Brunkhorst, Jr.
John Raymond Carbonneau 
Charles Robert Chavez 
James Leslie Christensen 
Terrence F. Ciurej 
Jeffrey Ray Clark 
Daniel Joseph Cole 
Larry Michael Cousins 
Dennis Edward Daley 
Stephen John Dreyer 
John Michael Driscoll 
John Thomas Dugan, Jr.
John Edward Dugaw, Jr.
John Dale Dunn 
Kenneth Raymond Fendrick 
Laszlo B. Fodor 
Robert Scott Fox 
Patrick Francis Freuen 
Robert M. Gabel 
Peter John Giacobbe 
John Edward Glode 
Jeffrey Curtis Goodman 
Ray William Hanson 
George Henry Heye 
John Edward Horgan 
William John Hunter III 
Terence James Kennedy 
Frank John Kissel 
James Joseph Kolars, Jr.

Ralph John Kramper 
Patrick W. Kronmiller 
Joseph Peter Lamanna 
Kathleen Marie Goldkamp Lilley 
David Louis Lorenz 
Patrick Dennis Mahoney 
Richard Anthony Matarese 
James John McCauley 
Dennis Malcolm McLeod 
Josephine Leah McNamara 
Raymond Victor Mecca 
Peter Packard Menghini 
Daniel Michael Molloy 
Thomas Jeffrey Mork 
Mark Francis Murray 
Stephen J. Napolitano 
Richard Wendell Nielsen 
Dennis Michael O'Connor 
Thomas Michael O'Dorisio 
William Patrick O'Shaughnessy 
Raymond Dennis Porch 
Thomas Edwin Quinn 
Anthony Brian Radcliffe 
Raymond Charles Ray 
Patrick Joseph Riddle 
Frank William Ryning 
Martin Frank Sears 
Stephen Dale Smith 
William Thomas Stafford 
Jeffrey Hollis Stevens 
Richard Thomas Swanson 
Stephen M. Titus 
Joseph Craig Torbert 
Elizabeth Ann Ward 
Leonard Eugene Weber, Jr. 
Edward Franklin Yurchak 
Sr. Cecile Marie Zielinski

1972

Donald R. Anderson 
David Ligon Armstrong 
Thomas Harold Artzner 
Gerald Eugene Bell 
Michael Charles Brannen 
Dante Basil Cannarozzi 
Robert Joseph Cavanaugh 
Lewis Raymond Cimino, Jr. 
Loren Edward Cohen 
Francis J. Conahan 
William Aloysius Conway, Jr. 
Jerry Edward Corners 
Eugene Edward Cunningham 
Anthony Francis D'Aguillo 
Salvatore Anthony Danna 
Stephen Harvey Dault 
Philip Reginald Davis, Jr. 
Maurice L. Doerfler 
Emmett John Doerr, Jr.
Arthur Jordan Dorrington
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David William Dowis 
William Stephen Dunn 
David Allen Edwards 
Timothy Richard Fangman 
Richard Sebastian Faro 
Bruce Edgar Fee 
Paul Morris Flugstad 
Martin Andrew Garcia 
Salomon Gilbert Garcia 
Tom A. German 
John Leo Gibbons 
Richard L. Gibney 
Edward M. Goldenberg 
Michael Edward Hamilton 
Michael Dennis Hammeke 
William Haslam Henderson 
Michael Conrad Johnson 
Ronald Edward Julis 
Donald Paul King 
Joseph Peter Laurelli 
Frank Salvatore Leone 
Gary Allen Ludwin 
Richard Thomas MacLaren 
Robert C. Meisterling, Jr. 
Allan Joseph Mira 
Edward James Mohr 
Donald N. Morrison, Jr. 
Robert Bernard Murphy 
George B. Murray 
John Neil O'Donnell 
John Patrick O'Hearn 
James G. O'Keeffe 
Richard Ralph Pagano 
Anthony Joseph Parnofiello 
Wayne Eugene Penka 
John Francis Perilli 
Michael Thomas Petersen 
Daniel Reuben Peterson 
Co-burn Joseph Porter 
Patrick John Reagan, Jr. 
Ronald Joseph Reeb 
Richard John Robinson 
James Frank Rohrer 
Isac Rosenberg 
Robert Francis Sestero 
John Lyman Sherlock 
Thomas Lynn Shima 
Richard Curtis Smith 
James William Starley 
Ernest Alan Stewart 
Mark Andrew Swanson 
William Joseph Thieman 
Paul Edward Tornambe 
Bruce A. Von Herzen 
John Anthony Wolpert 
Alphonse Richard Wurth 
Thomas Leon Wyne 
David Ray Zachary

1973

Steven Barry Abern 
John Clayton Adams 
Anthony Vincent Amoruso, Jr. 
Cornelius Arnold, Jr.
John Edward Baker 
Michael Frank Langley Bartell 
Francis Gabriel Belardi 
Thomas Vincent Bertuccini 
William Francis Birkby 
Joel Nathan Bleicher 
George J. Bosl 
Lance Dee Brigman 
Eric Emil Bugna 
James Martin Carlson 
David Allen Carr 
Michael John Cavaliere 
Carl Joseph Chiappetta 
John James Demakas 
Alex Denes 
Geoffrey S. Dolan 
James Francis Dolezal 
John A. Dowell 
Daniel Hugh Dunn 
Andrew Joseph Dwyer 
Michael Patrick Fangman 
Timothy Charles Fitzgibbons 
Michael Edward Geron 
Robert Frank Goad 
James William Golden 
Robert Conrad Gramann 
John Douglas Greene 
John Edward Guicheteau 
Arthur H. Halprin 
David Joel Harrowe 
Samuel Dietrich Hoeper, Jr. 
Steven Frederic Hoff 
Michael Thomas Horan 
Charles John Ingardia 
Paul Norman Joos 
Richard Anthony Joseph 
Robert Steven Kanner 
Richard James Katnik 
Donald Ross Kilgard 
Jeffrey Alan Kurtz 
Douglas John Lane 
William Edward Lane 
Robert Paul Langen 
Thomas Wallace Leach 
Tennyson G. Lee 
Thomas Patrick Lenz 
Michael Joseph Manion 
Dennis James Martin 
Joanne Clementine Martin 
Dale Louis Merrill 
Robert John Miller 
George Quinton Mills 
John Thomas Molloy 
Paul Roger Montague
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Michael Emmet Moreland 
Michael James Morrison 
John Michael Motl 
Richard Phillip Murphy 
William Joseph Nagel, Jr. 
Stephen Robert Nelson 
Gordon K. Orgler 
James Joseph Pavlovich 
Richard Bertram Peterson 
Ronald Gabriel Pomante 
Armand Joseph Pulcinella 
Joseph Leo Raffetto 
David Graeme Shaw 
Stephen Paul Sheerin 
David George Shulman 
Robert Anthony Sweet 
James Michael Swinehart 
Kent Kosei Teruya 
Thomas Joseph Tomzak 
John William Underwood 
Nick W. Uraga 
James Berend Van Delden 
John Douglas Walton 
Victor Hall Werlhof III 
John Richard Young, Jr. 
Joseph Yu-Kwong Wu

1974

Nicholas Andrew Andreadis 
John Charles Andreozzi 
Leonard Nelson Austin 
Elias Ishaya Ayoub 
Gregory Dean Balvin 
Harold William Barkman II 
Steven Nicholas Batanides 
John Michael Bennett 
Robert George Billerbeck 
David Charles Boechler 
William Houston Brandon, Jr. 
James Patrick Cafaro 
Nicholas A. Cappello 
Kenneth Vance Carpenter 
Dennis Joseph Cavanaugh 
Kwok L. Chan 
Victor Paul Chin 
Gordon DArcy Christensen 
John Wayne Clarke 
Harry B. Cohen 
Raymond Wayne Conant 
Raymond Thomas Cummins 
Michael W. Dayton 
Marc Albert De Wood 
Dennis Fred Dettloff 
Harry Drummond III 
Dennis James Esterbrooks 
Robert Joseph Fitzgibbons, Jr. 
Herbert William Fleege 
Cynthia Anne Fraed 
Charles Jay Frentheway

Thomas Glenn Friermood 
James Emery Fugedy 
Robert Louis Gagnon 
Rudolph Richard Garza 
Louis Pasquale Gerbino 
John Jackson Gillespie 
Thomas Francis Green 
Winford Leroy Griffing 
Susan Eileen Griffis 
Clark Wells Griffith 
Eugene Carroll Groeger 
William Anthony Gromko, Jr. 
Donald Ernest Hayes 
Robert Paul Heckey 
Lynn Allan Hill 
Thomas Joseph Honrath 
John Aloysius Hurley 
John Theodore Husokowski 
Michael David Janoff 
H. Richard Johnson 
Robert William Kenton 
Edward Backos Kinports, Jr. 
Andrew Stephan Klonecke 
Kurt Allen Krueger 
Marc Allen Kurzbard 
Richard Charles Yuen Choy Lau 
David Harry Liem 
Wayland Tuck Chinn Lum 
Charles Thomas Mann 
John Thomas Martin 
James Reese Matson 
David Joseph Matteucci 
Scott Flinn Miller 
John Albert Moscato 
Michael John Napoli 
Dennis Michael Nigro 
William Thomas O'Connor 
Stephen Francis Osborn 
John Fasifilifili Paopao 
Joseph Lawrence Papiez 
Michael Lawrence Pattee 
Gary Wallace Platt 
Eugene Ray Plett 
John Frank Pojedinec 
David Myrl Posey 
Joseph Peter Procaccini 
Anthony Joseph Rotelli, Jr.
John Howard Rudersdorf 
Anthony Francis Russo 
David Alan Sackin 
Edwin Conrad Schafer II 
Dennis Francis Scherer 
Steven Errol Shub 
Mary Theresa Slattery 
Alexander Rudolph Sparkuhl 
Michael Dimitri Sparkuhl 
Richard Thomas Stone 
Myles Suehiro 
Richard Alan Sundberg
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Carol Ann Topolewski 
William Martin Vacca 
Patrick Frank Vetere 
Ronald Elroy Weiss 
Gerald Joseph Wieneke 
Jasper Fleming Williams, Jr.
R. Dennis Winkel 
Bruce Yeamans 
Timothy Li-Hsin Yeh 
Jerry Martin Zober 
Patrick Joseph Zook

1975

Mark Loyd Adriance 
Reginald Adrian Alexander 
Harold Neal Amer 
Gary Stephen Aron 
William John Bailey 
Alfred Philip Belding 
Thomas Milner Besse 
Stephen Paul Brady 
Dennis Robert Bresnahan, Jr. 
John Francis Bresnahan 
Mark Wayne Burlingame 
Robert James Burnett 
Russell Bruce Caldwell 
Stephen John Carter 
Michael Roger Chiarottino 
David Gerard Cloyd 
Joseph Anthony Corona 
Anthony Peter Dalton 
Tom Joseph DeCino 
Edward Merril Decter 
Steven Jeffrey Douglass 
Joseph John Fanucchi 
Sebastian Faro 
Gary George Faulstich 
Thomas Patrick Ferlic 
John Harold Finley 
Terrence John Fitzgibbons 
Leslie Raymond Fleischer 
Farrell G. Forsberg 
Donald George France 
James Robert Loeb Garb 
Charles Jacob Graber 
Mark Leon Grams 
Helmy Moussa Guirgis 
David Guttman 
Roger James Haley 
Daniel Bangun Halim 
Albert Avery Halls 
Brian Fred Hammerich 
Gregory Thomas Harshbarger 
Richard Dennis Herzog 
Gregory Dale Hewitt 
James Joseph Holt 
James David Imbrock 
Paul Frederick Jacobsen

David Lee Jobe 
Maureen McDermott Johnson 
Michael Angelo Jonak 
Tawn Isaac Keeney 
Jay Gordon Kenik 
Alden Franz Kielhorn 
Catharine Gail Kincaid 
Robert Harry Kline 
James Mar son Kober stein 
Michael Robert Major 
Michael Hugh McGuire 
Charles Ralph McGurk 
Matthew John McKinley 
Michael Francis McMahon 
Gerald Eugene McManus 
Larry Alan Meyer 
Roger Albert Meyer 
Stephen Michael Mokrohisky III 
J. Gregory Moriarty 
Dirk Harmen Mous 
Kenneth Lester Moy 
Peter Robert Nash 
James Vincent Ortman 
Dwaine John Peetz II 
Richard Bruce Peters 
William Carroll Piotrowski 
Stephen Peter Pontus, Jr. 
Anthony Francis Porto, Jr.
Gary Verner Puro 
Howard Neil Putter 
Thomas Bernard Rice 
Richard James Robbins 
Ronald Matthew Roth 
Thomas Alfred Ruma, Jr. 
Charles Thomas Rush 
Albert Raphael Sadowsky 
Arleen Levine Sadowsky 
Holland Clinton St. John 
Robert Butler Sanchez 
Robert Frederick Schneider 
Alan C. Schwartz 
Barrett Francis Schwartz 
James Joseph Sensale 
Steven Aaron Senseney 
Perry John Severance 
Edward A. Shapiro 
William Lewis Sheingorn 
Joseph Michael Sippel 
Jewel Nadine Irvin Smith 
Robert John Stepp 
Rebecca Ann Sullivan 
Charles Taylon 
Andrew Sebastian Tedesco 
Fredric Harold Thanel 
Diane Louise Thiel 
John Anthony Ursick 
John William Vander Heide
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Michael Deane Wilmont 
Thomas Charles Wisler 
Michael Leo Wolpert 
Peter Yao
James Francis Zimmer

1976

Eric Dix Anderson 
Charles John Antonini, Jr. 
Ronald Albert Arakelian 
Eugene Joseph Barone 
Jeffrey Alan Brustein 
Stephen Raymond Bunker 
Randy Max Bussey 
Lawrence Algot Carlsson, Jr. 
Robert Lance Chu 
Ernest Warren Chupp 
James Ernest Clayton 
Kenneth Leslie Corbin 
Kevin Patrick Crowley 
Gordon Bruce Davis 
Charles Allan Denton 
John Joseph Edney 
Clarence Evans 
Thomas Wade Ewart 
Karen Elissa Fallis 
Richard Allan Ferree 
Dean Joseph Fondahn 
Paul Froom 
Timthy John Gardner 
Patrick Henry Garvin 
Johnny Lee Gates 
Genevieve Mary Gerbino 
Jacob Willem Gerritsen 
Allen Sigmund Geslison 
Philip John Grimm 
Robert William Haerr 
Charles Minty Harris 
Martin Hutchison Harris II 
Paul Vincent Hart, Jr.
Tom Ting-Yuen Hee 
Enno Francis Heuscher 
William James Hoppe 
Ronald Gaylon Huhn 
Richard Harl Hurd 
John Francis Hussey, Jr. 
Laurence G. Jensen 
Arnold Raymond Kaplan 
H. Allan Katzman 
Benjamin Tsu Keh 
Harry Eugene Keig 
James Scott Kemp 
Stephen Kenneth Kiefer 
Charles Stuart Kobrin 
Leonard Allen Kolstad 
Kenneth John Krajewski 
Virginia Kranz 
Christian Steen Larsen 
Edward John Laughlin 
Philip Taylor Leese

Alexander M. Lerner 
William Jay Lesner 
Howard Levinsky 
Lawrence Howard Licht 
Martin Michael Mancuso 
Enrico S. Mango 
Joseph Flood McDermott 
Thomas Ortman McLaughlin 
Gregory Alan Miller 
Mark Joseph Mitchell 
Elsie Ann Myers 
Pauline Ann Negomir 
Neil Jay Negrin 
Jerry Alan Nelson 
Thomas Joseph O'Connor 
Robert Curtis Olesh 
John Michael O'Shea 
David Brent Owens 
Westell Carew Phelan 
Dennis Emil Pocekay 
Robert James Pokorski 
Frank D. Polanco 
Corinne Francis Quinn 
Timothy Thomas Quinn 
Laurence K. Rasmussen 
Ronald Lee Renard 
David Herschel Richman 
Richard Jess Rojas 
Norman Benjamin Rosen 
Robert George Saide 
Rickie Paul Sander 
Fred Jay Schwartz 
Katherine Seibert 
James Dennis Severa 
Mark Ira Siegel 
James Alan Snyder 
William Ray Stapleton 
Stephen Alan Straubing 
Louise E. Swanberg 
Douglas Robert Swinehart 
J. Scott Thayer 
Olivia Whyte Thomas 
Barbara Christine Thompson 
Paul Allen Thompson 
Sebastian John Troia 
Christopher Tosoonian Vanley 
Christopher Franklin Vaughns 
Charles Jess Veale 
Karl Vidricksen 
Arthur Knight Walling II 
Taylor Carson Weatherbee 
Colin James Wells 
Andrew John Wilson 
Thomas G. Wiseley 
Eric Albert Yancy 
Henry Moyle Yeates 
Mary Catherine Barnett Zahller 
Steven James Zahller 
Dorothy Jean Zajac
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Scott Paul Aarons 
Ronald Ackerman 
Thomas Earl Baker 
Christina Lodell Bammes 
David Daniel Blasczak 
Daniel A. Boll 
John Michael Bowman 
Forrest Sherwood Brady 
Joanne Mary Cain 
Terry Sherman Carlson 
R. Craig Carson 
James Alan Collier 
William Wade Collison 
Dewey James Conces, Jr. 
Rory Kevin Connor 
Robert Keith Dahl 
Douglas Alex De Boise 
Richard Kent Decker 
Daniel Jerome Dickes 
Joseph Edward Dziados 
Michael Joseph Ecker 
Thomas James Fritz 
Richard Joseph Gabbay 
Allen Henry Gaeve 
Merlyn Dean Gibson 
Haywood Stirling Gilliam 
Richard Jay Goldbaum 
Michael Alan Gordon 
Gary Raymond Graham 
Patricia Ann Greve 
Thomas Edward Griffin 
Charles David Hanf 
Daniel James Harmon 
Lawrence Phillip Harter 
Tu-Hi Hong 
Paul Eric Johnson 
Ann Carol Kammeyer 
Michael Frederic Kellogg 
Gary E. Kleinman 
Jeffrey Scott Knerl 
Alexander Paul Kowalczyk 
Mary Kay Kratoska 
Steven Mark Kreshover 
Robert Frederick Kreuzer 
Ronald Albert L'Europa 
Andris J. Lazdins 
Eugenia Legan 
Keith Gilbert Lesteberg 
Kim Gerald Linares 
David Gordon Lind 
Hannen Hinnung Liu 
Andrew Lozano, Jr.
John Berry Luster 
Thomas Eugene Lyons III 
James Edward Macklin 
Robert J. Maddox 
Timothy Phillip Mate 
David Lowell McConnell

1977 Robert Charles McMullen 
John Francis Mitchell 
Morris Mitsuaki Mitsunaga 
Anthony Rickert Mork 
George Huston Morrison III 
Brenton F. Murphy III 
Thomas Stanley Nabity 
Robert John Nelson 
Rhonda Lynn Ness 
Lawrence Stuart Niren 
Tom Victor Pagano 
Paul D. Michael Pettit 
Albert J. Pomeranz 
Jane Frances Potter 
Ronald Philip Rae 
Kerry Alden Randolph 
James Armand Recabaren 
James Stephen Rellas 
George E. Rishwain 
Joseph Lewis Romett 
Michael Anthony Rowley 
Timothy John Ryan 
Hamid Sajjadi 
C. Patrick Satterlee 
Joseph Cosmo Schiro 
Bruce S. Schneider 
Joseph F. Sclafani 
Kenichi Shimada 
Cary Ian Skolnick 
Thomas Joseph Spallino 
Jerry Joseph Sullivan 
Timothy Robert Symonds 
James Klaber Tatum, Jr. 
Kimball Simons Thompson 
Robert Foy Thompson 
Dennis Patrick Tierney 
Michael Douglas Tobin 
James Laddie Vacek 
William Waltner 
Lorie C. Weinberg 
Morris Alan Weiner 
William Donald Wierman 
David Philip Wilson 
Janet Lee Wilson 
Bruce John Witmer 
Mark Paul Woodruff 
Dale Harrison Wytock 
William Wai Choy Young 
Charles Joseph Yowler 
Milton Charles Zadina

1978

Mark Elton Astiz 
Bruce Leroy Ball 
William Kent Barr 
Levin Kelly Benson 
Thomas Gaeten Bergfield 
Tajbibi Noorudin Billawala 
Joseph Charles Bingham
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Daniel John Blum 
Warren Frank Bowland 
Walter Adam Brezinski 
Harold Vernon Bryant, Jr.
Melvin Charles Bunn
Keith R. Burrett
Steven Wayne Carlson
Thomas Mark Carter
John Michael Caruthers
Richard Anthony Chengson
Randall Mark Christenson
Richard Raymond Cimpl
Joseph Benjamin Cirone, Jr.
Corey Bartholomew Colla
Curtis Royce Cornelius
Thomas Marion Cunningham
James Alan Delperdang
Maryanne Louise Dokler
Clinton Bonaventure Dorwart, Jr.
James Norman Ellison III
David Kip Emerson
James Joseph Faylor
William Patrick Fitzgibbons
David Kent Fry
Marshall Lee Garrett
Denise Marie Gaule
M. Victoria Gerken
Christal Ann Gordon
Stephen Brian Gruba
Gary Thomas Guglielmino
Christopher R. Haeckler
Donna Joan Harmon
Carla Gail Hawley
Mark Paul Hayman
Bruce Earl Haynes
Mary Susan Stefanski Heaney
Robert Michael Heaney
Jean C. Henderson
Susan M. Higgins
Edward Alan Horowitz
Robert Maurice Howell
Robert Edward Hurd
Keith Alan Jesiolowski
Lynwood Alexander Jones III
Daniel Juarez
Charles Michael Kelly
John Marshall Knight
John Robert Krouse
Stephen Joseph Lanspa
Stephen Leslie Ludwig
John Joseph Lynch
Reid Ichio Manago
Paul Gordon Manning
Joseph A. Mariglio, Jr.
John William McClure 
Joseph Francis McConville 
Kevin Robert McDonald 
Richard Keith Morgan, Jr. 
Leonard Edward Nagorski

Roberto Martinez Narvaez 
Neil Martin Niren 
Karl Walter Northwall 
James Edward Novotny 
Anthony Origlieri 
Anthony Lloyd Orme 
Stephen Jeffrey Paden 
John Robert Pattee 
Mark Stephen Pedemont 
Karl Julius Plotkin 
David Joseph Pokorny 
Landon Dewey Price 
Kevin Mills Quinn 
Roger William Rains 
Victoria Shaw Rains 
Thomas Michael Ralston 
Richard J. Ready 
William Gordon Rector, Jr.
D. Peter Reedy
Dennis Edward Richling
Edward Alan Ridgill
John Buckley Roberts
John Patrick Roertson
James Rodney Rochelle
James Andria Rollins
Richard Bush Ross
Mark Francis Rotar
Carl James Scharf
Duane Arthur Schultz
Jeffrey Robert Scott
John Martin Shima
Kathryn Ann Slominski
John George Southard
Edgar C. Stambuk
Eugene Sei Tanaka
Mary Melinda Uhrich
James Kelly Vincent
George Robert Voigtlander
Robert James Wester
Ingrid Elisabeth Wilbrand-Conley
David William Windus
Roger Hung Wai Wong
David Mason Wright
Raymond Richard Yard, Jr.
Robert S. Zarranz

1979

Jeffrey Paul Arpin 
Kenneth Leroy Bachenberg 
Steven John Bar ad 
Gary Leroy Behrmann 
William Thomas Beisser 
Gregory Neil Bender 
Gregory Jon Bjerke 
Timothy Dale Blecha 
Scott Louis Blonder 
Charles Lee Breeling 
Frank Donald Brodkey 
Mark Thomas Buchman
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Edward Earl Bunch 
Michael Francis Burke 
Steven Arthur Butler 
Joseph James Capobianco 
Kevin Michael Cawley 
Mark Richard Collison 
Michael Gray Colin 
Thomas J. Connolly 
Daniel Joseph Connor 
Daniel Joseph Culkin 
Michael Leo Cullen 
Thomas Charles Cunningham 
John Patrick Curtin 
James John Da villa 
David Clement Deaver III 
Gregg Antony DeNicola 
Anthony Dominic Dippolito 
Patrick H. Dolan 
Eliot Robert Drell 
William John Drury 
John Michael Edwards 
James Allen Eiberger 
John Glen Elder 
James Bruce Erhardt 
Gennaro Anthony Falco 
Jerome Thomas Gacke 
James Anton Gamache 
James O'Neil Gates 
James Michael Giefer 
Elissa May Godfrey 
Kathleen M. Grant 
Humberto Guajardo 
Michael Joseph Guese 
Gail Mary Gullickson 
Thomas Matthew Habermann 
Catherine Jeanne Harris 
Michael C. Herber 
Pum Hi-Hong 
Rodney J. Hopkins 
Bradden William Jensen 
Jon Randal Jester 
Daniel James Kerbacher 
Karen Ann Kirhofer 
Joseph Lawrence Kovar 
Marcene Faye Kreifels 
James Manno LaFata 
Frank Joseph Laird 
Patrick Joseph Chiu Fong Lam 
David Frederick LaPatka, Jr. 
Charles Thomas Longo 
Mary Lucien Tribulato Lynch 
Michael Gerard Lyon 
Robert Stanley Mals 
Van L. Marcus 
Stephen Louis Marietta 
Daniel Paul McCabe 
Gregory Patrick McCue 
John Hamilton McGath 
Clinton Franklin Merrill, Jr.

Paul Stephen Molinari 
Michael Dennis Morelock 
Gerald Edward Nelson 
Steven Edwin Neu 
Beatrice Octavia Newell 
Michael James Noble 
Phyllis Jayne Noss 
John Joseph O'Keefe 
Edward Charles Piller 
Michael Ross Pirruccello 
Carole Maria Presnick 
Mary Kathleen Rauth-Farley 
Robert Roy Rietz 
Charles H. Ripp 
Mel D. Robinson 
Charles Arthur Romick 
Andre Louis Rowlett 
Samuel M. Ruben 
Robert Paul Schefter, Jr. 
Daniel Scott Schneider 
Joseph George Schupp III 
Brent Donald Sherard 
Peter Dan Sliskovich 
Brian Branson Stamper 
Daniel Joseph Steier 
Kevin Lee Stokke 
Paul Alpheus Swinehart, Jr. 
Gregg Walker Taylor 
Robert Stephen Taylor 
John Charles Tentinger 
John David Titus 
Robert Nicholas Troia 
Norman Edward Tullis 
Keith William Vrbicky 
Patrick James Walton 
Stephen Woodrow Welsh 
Nathan Edward Williams 
Wayne Francis Joseph Yakes

1980

Richard Rupert Alarid 
Richard Anthony Amato 
Brad Jeffrey Angelos 
Stephen Harold Argue 
James Arrigoni 
Mary Beth V. Bewersdorf 
Dennis Richard Boardman 
Christopher Willliam Bolz 
John Anthony Brodston 
Charles Mark Carlstroem 
Kathryn Ann Carney 
Richard Grady Carriker 
Kenneth Rocco Catallozzi 
William Michael Comly 
William Michael Dang, Jr. 
Richard L. Deming 
Stuart Bruce Denny 
Mark Stephen Dermer 
Mary Elizabeth Dunn

503



Appendix

Michael Patrick Parnell Durr 
Robin Claire Eicher 
Wanda Lea Eischeid 
Russell C. Ellenberg 
Robert Leo Elworth 
Glenn Thomas Etzel 
James Michael Feeney 
Michael Brian Fennerty 
Frederick Warren Feuerstein 
Selvoy McNiven Fillerup 
Thomas L. Fox II 
Mark James Gentile 
Mark Alan Gilger 
Paul Stephen Gilmore 
Albert Richard Gutierrez 
Kathleen Grace Halka 
Kenneth Arthur Haller, Jr. 
Claude Winchester Hamilton 
Daniel Edward Hartigan 
John James Haskin, Jr.
Steven Glenn Haugen 
Madeliene Diane Hawking 
David Ellis Haynes 
John Joseph Heffron 
Joseph Heit
Robert Newell Hibbard 
Pamela Sue Hill 
Frank Parker Holladay 
Rodney Ralph Holland 
Robert Eric Houston 
Mary F. Hull 
Thomas William Jones, Jr. 
Michael Allen Jording 
Margaret Haldis Kaspar 
Paul Richard Kenney 
Ellen R. Kessler 
Cynthia Lee Kortum 
Richard Scott Lang 
Gilbert Wing-Put Leung 
Mark Allen Levy 
Anne Marie MacGuire 
William Ernest Maliha 
John Raphael Mance 
Luther Milton Mays 
John Michael McMahon 
Robert Charles McMurray 
Gary Melinkovich 
Kerry Dean Morrison 
Matthew James Nesper 
Mary Modelle Strekal Newman 
Jackie R. Norris 
James Lowell Parker 
Douglas Rex Phipps 
Mark Edward Potter 
Timothy Joseph Potter 
Michael Ward Raybould 
JoseLuz Mendez Reynoso 
Lucille Abiodun Carew Ridgill 
Armand Robert Rodriguez

Charles Anthony Rust 
Ira Sanders 
Robert Joseph Saniuk 
David Michael Schultz 
Claire R. Scott 
Robert Eugene Shaddy 
Thomas Francis Shuey, Jr.
J. Marc Simard 
Monte L. Skaufle 
John William Staeheli 
Mary Ellen Staus 
Ellin M. Stiteler
Michael Joseph Jude Sullivan III 
Harry Gilmer Teaford III 
John Evan Tessier 
James G. Tomich 
John Joseph Trimble III 
Joseph Edward Upson 
Louis Eugene Varela 
Matthais Jonathan Vargas 
Jeanne Therese Varrone 
Daniel Godfrey Vermilion 
Thomas Joseph Vinton 
John Patrick Waring 
Michael Milton Weeks 
Ronald L. Weiss 
Sam Jay Weiss 
Timothy Joseph Welch 
Thomas Gerard Winiarski 
Robert Menzies Wiprud, Jr. 
Linda Mae Wittrock-Iler 
Richard Man-Kirn Wong 
Edward Roberts Yeomans 
Carolyn Mui Young 
Edward Raymond Zech 
John Anthony Zukaitis

1981

Robert Lee Adams 
Thomas Lane Bernasek 
John Logan Black 
Paul Andrew Blostein 
Anthony G. Bohorfoush III 
Thomas Paul Booy 
William Hugh Bray 
Jeffrey Christopher Brittan 
James Evan Buchan 
Barton William Butterbaugh 
David John Carney 
David Mark Chess 
Susan M. Solomon Chess 
Michael Vernon Colla 
William Thomas Creighton 
Mark Jeffrey Diercks 
Paul Gregory Dolan 
Edward H. DuMontier 
Thomas Lee Duncan 
Robert William Dunlay 
Steven Howard Elkin
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William Patrick Ellermeyer 
Juliana Ellis 
Kerry Glenn Engelking 
David Robert Fall 
Julie Shibata Fall 
Kevin Andrew Fisher 
Patrick Leo Fitzgibbons 
Eddie A. Flori 
Mark Douglas Fritzler 
James Thomas Frock 
Daniel Xavier Garcia 
John Lee Garred, Jr.
Bruce Edward Gfeller 
Carlos Jose Gonzalez 
David J. Greco 
Stephen Paul Grfka 
John Anthony Griswold, Jr. 
Laurence John Hanigan 
Kevin Scott Haynes 
Denise Eileen Heller 
Mark Thomas Houston 
Thomas Lee Irvin 
Judeth Kathryn Jensen 
Peter Albrecht Johnson 
Mark Edward Kieckbusch 
Patrick James Kiefer 
Kent Myron Kleppinger 
Gary A. Koenig 
Bethel Gene Kopp 
Michael Gerard Lacey 
Steven A. Lakomy 
Frank P. LaMarte 
Steven Henry Lange 
Michael Stephen Langenfeld 
Raymond Vaughn Larsen 
Trenette Ann Larson 
Jay Wayne Lavigne 
Darrell J. Lee 
Kristin Louise Lengowski 
Marilyn Ann Long 
Carl Jude LoSasso 
Janet Lee Luchesi 
Steven John Luebbert 
Steven Scot Mahnke 
Thomas Joseph Manning 
Sidney Joseph Modiste 
David P. Moffett 
Ellen Caine Morrissey 
Dan Matthew Mulholland 
Carl James Muus 
Lonnie Joseph Nedved 
Joanne Marie Nino 
Kevin Donald Nohner 
Mary S. Nolan 
Helen Palumbo Odland 
Rick Mathew Odland 
George Joseph Palmer III 
Garret Steven Parker 
Joseph H. Peters

Larry Donn Petersen
M. Teresa Podlesnik
John Arthur Prevedel
Douglas Jan Ramos
Kevin Peter Reagan
Mark Alan Reece
Stephen Bernard Reznicek
Michael Jonathan Ringer
Floyd Edwin Roberson
John Andrew Rudder
Kathleen Ann Ryan
Hamed Sajjadi
Juan J. Salazar
Juanita Marie Sapp
Carol Jankovsky Schiel
Philip James Schiel
Charles Raymond Schranck, Jr.
Matthew R. Seifert
Fred Joseph Simon, Jr.
Patrick Allen Smith 
Frank Eugene Staggers 
Curt Robert Stock 
Christiane Marie Tabatzky 
David Harrison Tiller 
Robert Wayne Warner 
John Tracy Watson 
Harlan Jay Weiss 
Richard William Wellman 
Alan Bradley Wray

1982

Richard Joseph Apke 
Brian Keith Barnard 
Paul Robert Barnard 
Margaret Mary Baumann 
Dennis Dean Beedle 
Richard George Belatti, Jr.
Jon J. Bleicher 
Michael Lawrence Blute 
Thomas Joseph Burke 
Francis George Buto 
Richard Andrew Carlson, Jr. 
Peter M. Cimino 
David Eugene Coleman 
Gregory Francis Cotterell 
Hugh Pendleton Cowdin, Jr. 
Terence Joseph Cudahy 
Daniel Bruce Cullan 
Helen Marie Danahey 
Deborah Mae Dang 
Doug Orval Dehning 
Robert Patrick DeVoe 
Mark Joseph Doherty 
David John Doig 
Terrence Keyes Donahue 
Paul Jude Duwelius 
Jeffrey Lee Edwards 
Michael Gerard Edwards 
Griffith Frank Evans
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Robert John Fagnant 
John P. Farnen 
Carol Anne Fischer 
Steven Joseph Fitzmorris 
Thomas Mooney Gates 
Rebecca Nell Gaughan 
Christopher Braham Geha 
Dennis Paul Genereux 
Phillip James Gonzales 
Wesley Charles Gradin 
Timothy John Griffin 
Patrick Michael Healy 
Steven Craig Hill 
Cynthia M. Houdesheldt 
Robert John Hughes 
Todd Christopher Igel 
James Maurice Ingram III 
Matthew Warner Jacobson 
Edward Martin Keiderling 
Gerald Frank Kenning 
Lawrence Edward Kirven 
Dennis Dean Kozel 
Thomas Patrick Laughlin 
Matthew Parlyn Lawler III 
Mary Beth Laya 
Patrick Angelo Leoni 
Robert Mark Liegner 
David Mark Lind 
Timothy Lee Longacre 
William David Ludwig 
Mark Leo Mackey 
Hugh Patrick Madden 
David Robert Maki 
Paul J. Mankus 
Roy Kiyoshi Marubayashi 
Ray Vern Matthews 
Catherine Irene McDowell 
Andrea Holden McGuire 
Daniel Joseph McGuire 
Thomas Joseph McGuire 
Steve Charles Mendoza 
Mark Robert Millis 
Thomas Milan Mirich III 
Patrick Joseph Monteleone 
David John Morrison 
James Patrick Mullen 
Daniel Muro, Jr.
James Jimi Nakashima 
David Warren Nemetz 
Gordon Wah Tim Ng 
David Wayne Niederee 
Michael Albert Nixon 
Patrick Terrence O'Neill 
George Arthur Otanez 
Judy Lucena Panek 
Carlos Pastrana 
Paul Francis Pattee 
George Joseph Pereira 
Kenneth Robert Pitz

James Patrick Potter 
Robin Terese Price 
Janet Marie Reuter 
Douglas Mark Salyards 
Joshua Jonathan Sands 
Leslie Dale Schlake 
Kurt Patrick Schropp 
Meyer Paul Schwartz 
Marion Nolan Smith 
Joseph Michael Stavas 
Daniel Eugene Sucha 
Thomas Ives Sweeney 
David William Tascarella 
Brian Terry Taylor 
Nick William Turkal 
Mary rose Turner 
Martin Paul Vacanti 
Theodore Scott Vergith 
Elizabeth Ann Wanek 
Deborah Jean Ward 
Alan Joseph Wilkins 
William Robert Wise 
Robert Richard Wittier 
James Joseph Wolpert 
Robert Anthony Woods

1983

Jean M. Allais 
William V. Andrews 
Gary J. Anthone 
Jennifer Wedel Arnold 
Lynne Duren Barkmeier 
Daniel J. Barnicle 
John B. Bedotto 
D. Stewart Bell 
Stephen W. Bell 
Michael J. Beller 
John F. Bokelman 
Richard P. Bose, Jr. 
Deborah A. Boyer 
William F. Brandt 
Edith A. Broschat 
James S. Calder 
Hung Chan 
John Joseph Cimino 
Jesse A. Cole 
William A. Cone 
Susan Clare Cornwall 
Ralph L. Crum 
George E. Cullan 
Oscar W. Cummings 
Robert A. Cure 
Mark L. D'Agostino 
Derrick A. Dang 
Gregory K. Dedinsky 
Terence A. Degan 
Michael G. Del Core 
Loreen C. Doyle 
Samuel J. Durr
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Christopher J. Elias 
Patricia A. Fangohr 
Steven J. Feldhaus 
Laura S. Fitzmaurice 
Charles R. Fowler 
Terrel L. French 
Robert A. Gallino 
Matthew J. Gambee 
Carlos M. Garcia 
Michael J. Gillogley 
Mario H. Gonzalez 
Robert B. Guzman 
Mark B. Hazuka 
Douglas E. Hemler 
Randi S. Hogan 
Russell R. Holtz 
James Edward Hougas, Jr. 
Sheri Sherrodd Howell 
Claire Bogasch Hunter 
Lawrence J. Iwersen 
Gregory R. Jackson 
John J. Janas III 
Joseph Xavier Jenkins 
William W. Jurgensen, Jr. 
Bruce L. Kautz 
Greg L. Keffer 
Richard L. Keim 
David M. Kellam 
Richard B. Kelly 
Robert J. Kelly 
Bradon Y. Kimura 
Kelly D. Krohn 
Richard A. Krouse 
Christopher K. Kubat 
Thomas J. Lanspa 
James C. Larsen II 
Robert B. Leibel 
Thomas S. Lemire 
Kelly M. Lennon 
James Francis Leoni 
Michael Kelly Leoni 
Peter Vincent Leoni 
Patrick Michael Lynch 
Anna Catherine Maio 
Douglas William Massop 
Robert Reid McCulloch 
John Kelly McGuire 
Paul Cornelius Mileris 
Curtis Alec Mock 
Scott Anthony Montesi 
James Patrick Mulhall 
Vinh Quy Nguyen 
Charles Dennis O'Hare 
Rebecca Ann Painter 
Michael Francis Peters 
Lori Sue Peterson 
Kevin Joseph Pidgeon 
Dennis Patrick Porto 
Sheryl J. Praska

Alexander Pruitt 
Michael Anthony Romano 
Christopher Bennett Ryan 
Carmen E. Salem 
Robert Nicholas Santella 
Mary Alice Sauvey 
Elizabeth Palumbo Schmidt 
Jay Melvin Schmidt 
Paul G. Schmitz 
Mark Creamer Scholz 
Frank Edward Shafer 
Mark Vernon Sheffield, Jr.
Lori A. Shook 
Allan Michael Soo 
Lee L. Swanstrom 
Thomas Arthur Van Geem 
Gary William Varilek 
Wrede Evan Vogel 
Kirk Loring Works

1984

James Lee Allen 
Edward Diric Ammala 
Timothy Ernest Archer 
David Bradey Beckstead 
Martha Arouni Begley 
Elizabeth Ann Billerbeck 
Joan Elizabeth Borrege 
Michael John Brockman 
Teddy Wallace Brown, Jr. 
James David Bruckner 
Stephen Edward Budd 
Anthony Francis Cafaro, Jr. 
Josiah Francis Kelly Carroll, Jr. 
Donald Heaston Chamberlain 
Carla Diane Chiapella 
Gregory Andrew Cirotski 
Claudia Jane Clark 
Margaret Ann Conover 
Mary Veronica Cook 
Louis William Cotterell 
Kim J. Crawford 
Timothy Patrick Crnkovich 
Mario A. Diaz-Gomez 
James Richard DeLine 
James Douglas Dunning 
Daniel John Feely 
Paul A. Fishkin 
Alfred David Fleming 
James Edward Flood 
Daryl Toshiaki Fujiwara 
Steven P. Gainey 
Guy Matthew Giroux 
Neal Richard Gorrin 
Carol Ann Gosnell 
James Lee Grigsby 
John Michael Hannam 
James Cornelius Healy 
Kirk Alan Higgins
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Mary Elizabeth Hoff 
David Evans Hoffman 
Douglas Lyle Holmes 
David Randeen Hoovestol 
Laura Jean Hoss 
Dana Ray Ideen 
John M. Ippolito 
Peggy Elon Jaeger 
Gregory Lee Juhl 
Jan L. Kasperbauer 
Ray F. Kiefer III 
Robert Ray Klingman, Jr. 
Anthony Paul Kusek 
Kathleen Ann Lafferty 
Michael Patrick Lawler 
Cheryl Ann Lugenbill 
James Paul Lukavsky 
Stephen Simon Lutz 
Kathleen A. Lynch 
Gregory Scott MacDonell 
Colleen Marie Maynard 
Kenneth Edwin McCalla 
Steven Peter McClean 
Kathleen Marie McComb 
Patrick Mark McCrann 
Paul William McGinnis 
Kevin Peter McGrath 
Peter Brian McKernan 
Vincent Anthony McLaughlin 
Robert Joseph Millican 
Edward Paul Montanez 
Douglas Earl Morton 
James Joseph Nemec 
Thomas Vincent Neumann 
Stephen M. O'Connor 
Michael James O'Neill 
Michael Theodore Parra 
Thomas Randall Pasic 
Thomas George Patnoe 
Reed E. Paulson 
Gary Allen Peitzmeier 
Shawn James Pettis 
Robert David Power 
Michael John Puccinelli 
Michael Thomas Puerini 
Roalene Jeanette Redland 
William Joseph Reedy 
John Patrick Reidy, Jr.
Anstella Dolores Robinson 
Patricia Jean Rohan 
David Handler Sambol 
Benny Juarez Sanchez 
Paul David Schanbacher 
James Francis Shelton 
Michael Hugh Sketch, Jr. 
Raymond William Smith 
Michael John Statz 
Nicholas Patrick Steier 
Gary Lee Switzer

Nicholas Lesley Taro 
Carl Frank Tranisi 
Robert Edward Tyburski 
Leonard Anthony J. Valentino 
Bruce Armstrong Watt 
Steven Mark Weeks 
Victor Cullen Wells II 
September Dorothea Williams 
Alan Edward Williamson 
Todd Michael Witzeling 
David W. Zenk

1985

Joan Lois Anderson 
Charles Azubuike Anene 
Mary Anna Cavoto Barnicle 
David Louis Blinn 
James Roger Boivin 
Scott Brian Bomgaars 
Alan Howard Boyar 
Timothy Francis Burke 
Evelyn Elise Cardenas 
Timothy John Carrabine 
Anthony Don Chavis 
John Young Chun 
Kevin John Coakley 
Gregg Joseph Colle 
James Laurence Concannon 
Stephen Gerard Connolly 
Timothy Joseph Crowley 
Timothy Earl Crum 
Daniel Marc Dorsey 
Thomas Herbert Dougherty 
Brien Mark Duncan 
Jerome Robert Dunklin 
Joanne Marie Edney 
Brian Val Favero 
Michael Joseph Fazio 
Michael Salutillo Felix 
John Edwin Fortune 
Stephen Craig Fuller 
William Francis Ganz 
John Robert Garino, Jr.
David Matthew Geary 
Margaret Ann Gerrits 
Peter Matthew Gerrits 
Daniel John Growney 
Robert A. Gruesen, Jr.
Gregory Joseph Hallas 
Kevin Alexander Hallman 
David Alaric Harclerode 
Brian Hiegel Hardin 
Daniel Thomas Harkins 
Paul Stephen Hartfield 
Sara Louise Hartsaw 
Steven Andrew Harvey 
Michael L. Heaney 
Brian James Heimes 
Donald James Hermens
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John Thomas Hosey 
Shirley Landen Huerter 
Marynell Theresa Jelinek 
Douglas Dunn Kaminski 
Alan Mitsuo Kaneshige 
Mark Alan Klaas 
Frank Michael Kousaie, Jr. 
Jeffry Scott Kriegshauser 
David Arnold Kube 
Michael Peter Kuhn 
Karenmarie Kathleen Laursen 
Michael Alan Layton 
Mark Stratton Lea 
Mary Elizabeth Lehmann 
Andrew John Lepinski 
Donald Matthew Lippert 
Lawrence Erie Long III 
Jeffrey Thomas Lund 
Laurel Jean Lyckholm 
Mark Edward Maertins 
Neil Kinzo Manago 
Joseph Anthony Marion 
Marjorie Koon Hee Mau 
Lawrence Paul McChesney 
Rae Ann Mclntee 
Stephen Richard Meis 
Patrick Glen Meyers 
Alan Brent Moy 
Russell Welby Norwood 
Mary Margaret O'Neill 
Donald Frank Orton 
Michael Shawn Pettis 
George Dominic Picetti III 
Vincent Thomas Polek 
Anthony Joseph Policastro 
William David Putman 
Timothy John Rice 
Charles Alan Richardson 
Valerie Anne Rizzi 
Barbara Rodriguez 
Gregory Dean Ross 
Vincent John Ross 
Steven Eric Schild 
Susan Kae Schnell 
Joseph K. Schoeber 
Guy Matthew Schropp 
David Bryan Shuster 
Brent Charles Sigler 
Lynn Harvey Simmons 
Matthew Edward Simmons 
David Joseph Sobba 
Melanie Ann Spaedy 
Peter Craig Spittell 
Stephen Leo Steady 
Peggy R. Tolliver 
Gary Alan Triebswetter 
Anthony Hwei-Kang Tseng 
Jeffry John Twidwell 
David Neil Vagianos

Michael Steven Varone 
William Brent Wahl 
Mark Stephen Walton 
Curtis Sing Fook Wong

1986

Edward Andrew Alexander 
Angela Juanita Anderson 
Patricia Wallace Anderson 
Aldo Anthony Battiste 
Douglas Ward Beard 
John Philip Beauvais 
Gordon Andrew Bell 
George Angelo Bertolucci 
Klee S. Bethel 
David William Brauer 
Patrick Joseph Cadigan 
Jane Marie Carnazzo 
Fay Katherine Coleman 
Michael John Corcoran 
Carla Ann Courtney 
Michael Lee Coy 
Donald Wayne Ehrlich 
John Irven Ellis 
Vincent dePaul Eusterman 
Anthony Joseph Fasciano 
Daphne Louise Favroth 
Garth Easton Fletcher 
Peter Edward Fong 
Lewis E. Gamarra 
Dianne Kaye Glenn 
George Frederick Gwinn 
Brian Michael Hagan 
Phillip Francis Hagan 
Jeffrey August Hagen 
Louis Patrick Halamek 
David Winston Hall 
Albert John Halls 
James Joseph Hanosh, Jr. 
James Wendell Hansen 
Carolyn Marjorie Heimberg 
David Allan Henry 
Michael Eugene Holt 
Joseph Anton Hud, Jr.
Carla Jane Huitt 
Deborah Ann Jantsch 
David Arthur Johnson 
James Jerome Joyce 
Karen Marie Kelly-Hemler 
Emmet Michael Kenney, Jr. 
James Emmett King 
John Frederick Konings 
Peter B. Kozisek 
Mona Mynnel Krekeler 
Timothy Sean Leach 
Edwin Wing Lee 
Gerald Michael Mancuso 
Randall David Marosok
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James Dean Mataczynski 
Deborah Lynn Maxwell 
Michael Jerry McCoy 
Kevin Michael McKnight 
Mark John Milone 
Julie Anne Moore 
G. Michael Mosley 
Christine Ann Murphy 
Stephen Michael Nagengast 
Linda Marie O'Leary 
Nicholas John Orme 
James Frances Otto 
David Henry Perrott 
Denise Ann Pettitt 
Scott Gerard Pugel 
Debra Kay Rainey 
Thomas Christian Reals 
Mark William Reilly 
Edward Gerald Reshel 
Chris Martig Robertson 
Stephen Michael Rogers 
David Arnold Rohrer 
Kevin Michael Roley 
Mark William Rolfe 
Anthony Michael Roman 
Lourdes Rondan 
Jonathan Walter Rouse 
Benjamin James Ryder 
Duncan Charles Sauer 
Stephen Ernest Schmid 
Amy Lynn Schreiner 
Robert James Schutz 
Linda E. Seaver 
Neil Louis Sergei 
Dan Gordon Severa 
Patricia Ann Helke Siffring 
Alexey Vitali Slucky 
Scott William Sorensen 
David DeWitt Standish 
Erik Lee Strandness 
Francis Joseph Stranick 
James Michael Sullivan 
Barry Patrick Summer 
Sydney Ivana Thomson 
Jeffrey Joseph Tiedeman 
Robert L. Tobin 
Peter Michael Townley 
Therese Stephanie Troian 
William Howard Troian, Jr.
Lisa Rochelle Troyer
Steve Hartford Tyndall
Kelly Elizabeth Vaughn-Whitley
Steven Edward Vlach
Roy Roe Ward
Joseph Andrew Wenzl
Garrett W. Wood
Rex Emerson Worthman
James Ferris Mose Yanney

George Edward Yastine 
Stephen Ignatius Zuniga

1987

Joseph Michael Acierno 
Robert William Armbruster 
Victoria Sue Barak Armbruster 
J. Suzanne Bailey 
James Harold Bates 
John Thomas Batter 
Heidi May Birkholz 
Daniel James Boken 
Paul Joseph Braaton 
Joseph Michael Bresnahan 
Mark P. Brooks 
David Leon Brown 
Kelly L. Burrowes 
Joseph Robert Cali, Jr.
William Francis Cleary 
Robert Louis Coleman 
James Bernard Conahan 
Mark Samuel Cotterell 
Samuel Kevin Cullan 
David Thomas Daly 
Michael Haig Da vidian 
Zachory Fred Deiss 
William Raymond Del Monte II 
Martin Leo De Ruyter 
Robert Stephen Devin 
Daniel Patrick Duffy 
Jeffrey Scott Dungan 
Michael Wayne Durant 
Karen Louise Dybas 
Scott John Fairbairn 
Kevin Cletus Fleming 
Scott Earl Fletcher 
Clark Beeman Fuller 
Myles Gart 
John Charles Goebel 
Michael Koon Jun Hee 
Martha Ann Hickmann 
Sylvia Martina Hillmann 
Raymond Stephen Hoffman 
Mark Jeffrey Holmberg 
Marty Jean Hopkinson 
John Daniel Horgan 
Blake Horio
June Bernadette Howell-Duck 
Roger Eugene Huckfeldt 
Brad Allen Janson 
James Matthew Kane, Jr.
Clay Matthew Kelly 
Timothy Robert Kennedy 
Sik Kiyoshi Kim 
Gerald John Kohn 
Grace Kimberly Koley 
Francis D. Koss 
Douglas R. Leigh
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Douglas Leonovicz 
John Michael Longo 
Frank James Malensek 
William Albert Marcil 
Mark R. Matthews 
Paul Raymond Mazzarella 
Thomas McLaughlin 
Frederic Arnold Melius 
Joel Zachary Melnick 
Mary Jane Fitzgibbons Mikuls 
Shirley Lynn Miller 
Bruce Mark Milmont 
Kenneth Andre Morhain 
Jana Rei Morisada 
Michael A. Netzel 
Hiroji Noguchi 
Jose R. Novoa 
Laura Ann Novoa 
Stephen Reed O'Connell 
Michael John Mark O'Connor 
James William O'Neil 
Shawn Lee Palmer 
John Michael Pellegrino 
David Randall Pritza 
James Stephen Richard 
James Jerome Rowe 
Monica Ruiz-Durant 
Raymond Jude Ryan, Jr. 
Anthony Sabatino 
Michael James Schekall 
Thomas Mark Schmitz 
James Jerard Schub 
John Phillip Seitz 
Takeshi Seto 
Robert Wilan Sickler 
Christopher Paul Smith 
Stanley Grant Smith 
Julie Anne Sporrer 
Ronald Grover Stinson 
Werner Alvin Studer 
Daniel Joseph Sullivan 
Eileen Karen Sverdrup 
Michael Samir Thakor 
Barbara Jean Thomas 
David Allen Thull 
Gerard Joseph Voorhees 
Anne Marie Duquette Wallace 
Mark Steven Wallace 
Christian Carlos Weinman 
Mark Richard Winkler 
Angela Tin Mee Wong 
Greg George Yahiro 
James C. W. Yee 
Mark Gerard Ziemba 
Patrick Alan Zoellner

1988

Mary Elizabeth Alexander 
Steven Alex Baldwin

Laura Louise Bennett 
Thomas Daniel Berry 
Thomas Harold Blackwell 
Elizabeth Astin Blair 
Roger Paul Blair 
Kevin Louis Boyer 
Mark Steven Brosnihan 
Thomas George Buglewicz 
Eileen Grace Buhl 
Denise Ann Burke 
James Joseph Campain 
Paul Elliott Chasan 
Gregory J. Clark 
Patrick Alan Cronican 
Kathi Joy Curry 
Henry Johannes Davis 
Yuvelle Eaton 
John Robert Ekstrand 
Keyhan Farkhondepay 
Howard Wayne Fellows 
John Benedict Feole 
Barry James Ford 
Nicholas Joseph Galioto 
Michael Anthony Gasman 
Daniel Joseph Geha 
Pamela Jean Gewinner 
John Alan Goss, Jr.
Jake Randal Gradwohl 
Kenneth Allen Hacker 
Shoko Hansen 
Denis Edward Healey 
Mark Daniel Heibel 
Cynthia Marie Hoover 
George Stanley Hutfless 
John William Kevill 
Robert Francis King, Jr. 
Jeffrey Lee Kishiyama 
Mark Andrew Knibbe 
Michael Jeffery Lambert 
Brian William Lane 
Samuel S. M. Lau 
Patrick Joseph Lawler 
James Ho Lee 
Michael Litman 
Lillian Doris Lockett 
Max Alfred Lungren 
Larry Wayne Massie 
Michael Thomas Mattingly 
Ellen Therese McCarthy 
Robert Joseph McQuillan 
Janet Marie Merfeld 
Timothy D. Mergens 
Frank Joseph Mezzacappa 
Marie Elizabeth Montag 
Mark Curtis Mountford 
Bernard James Munro 
Scott David Murtha 
Mark Joseph Niebauer 
Thomas Alan Nique
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Sheri Yvonne Nottestad 
Gayle Lynn Olson 
Theodore Raymond Pacheco 
Cynthia Louise Palabrica 
Darrell Anthony Palladino 
Peter Dobel Peril 
Lurlyn Vhaness Pero 
John David Peters 
Christopher Kevin Ravage 
Ward A. Reeves 
Gregory Colin Reuter 
Brian Thomas Riddle 
Douglas Edward Rittenhouse 
George Thomas Rizk 
James Frederick Ronk 
Frances Jean Rose 
Robert Tobias Ruiz 
Charles Michael Ryan 
Susan Lynn Ryan 
Daniel Mark Schmidt 
Kirk Thomas Shamley 
Phillip Michael Shutter 
Joseph Walter Slattery III 
Michael J. Smith 
Douglas Francis Spellman 
Terry Francis Stock 
Rodney Garret Stoddard 
John Patrick Sullivan 
William James Sweeney 
David William Swift 
Scott Wayne Taber 
Jon Steven Taylor 
Steven R. Thorne 
Morris Edward Tilden 
Peter Wencelus Tinsman 
Kosuke Tokunaga 
Paul Panam Tse 
Jim Fay Valentine 
Philip L. Wagner 
Robert Thomas Wankmuller, Jr. 
Robert Allan Wascher 
Shari Dawn Williams 
David Franklin Willian 
Calvin Edward Wood

1989

Robert Aubrey Allen 
James Richard Allman 
Stephen Thomas Amann 
Clarke Paul Anderson 
Kevin Robert Andrews 
Eric Gwynn Baird 
Bryan Michael Belson 
Michael James Bianco 
Maurice David Birdwell 
Andy J. Boggust 
Jane Lynn Borneman 
Alan Rayvon Brewer 
James Jude Buonavolonta

Paul Joseph Byorth 
Michael Cagney Cappelli 
Stephen Douglas Carlson 
Jill Patricia Christy 
Jeffrey Paul Chvilicek 
Kevin Wallace Croft 
Joseph Jerome Deck 
Christophe Henri Di Nello 
John Gerald Donnelly 
Kimberly Anne Douglas 
Daniel Jakob Dovgan 
Christine Anne Doyle 
John Russell Duggan 
Michael Philip D'Urso 
Daniel Brent Einspahr 
David Arnold Ellbogen 
Felix Kar-Wah Fok 
Joseph Patrick Ford 
Mika Julia Fujii 
Mark Leon Gates 
Jeffrey Scott Green 
Joan Marie Green 
Jeffrey Scott Groothius 
Peter John Gurk 
Carol Ann Hahn 
Ann Marie Hake 
Mark Anthony Hansman 
James Martin Hill 
Daniel Hsiao-Chi Hu 
Paul Joseph Hubbell III 
Michael Gibson Ihsaan 
Bryan Ryoichi Imamura 
Kinue Itsubo 
Gregory Leigh Johnson 
Daryl James Kaan 
Marc Stephen Kelly 
Matthew Matthew Kershisnik 
Sanae Kida 
Teruaki Kodama 
Tina Lynn Kosnar 
Quintin Orville Law 
Robert Christopher Lawler 
Mark Thomas Leahy 
Charles Herbert Lemon 
Emile Chi-gao Li 
Anne C. Lind
Douglas William Litchfield 
Gabriel Litman 
Donna Lynn Lorenzo-Bueltel 
Scott Karl Magnuson 
Craig Thomas Mallak 
Michael Wilford Mangelson 
Susan Alison Marenda 
Kenneth Kyle Maslonka 
John Steven Mastroni 
Laurine Gamble Maxell 
Doreena Marie McBride 
Scott Woodworth McMahon 
Michael John McNamara
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Jill Christine McTaggart 
Gregory Charles Meister 
Constantino Gilberto Mendieta 
Lisa Dee Nelson 
Paul Halbert Ogden 
Richard Mark Palmer 
Stephen Charles Parys 
Paul Anthony Pietro 
Vern John Prochaska 
David Peter Kwai Ming Quon 
Mark Richard Rangitsch 
W. Carlton Reckling 
Steven Douglas Reeb 
Susan Shutze Rendon 
Larry L. Ressler 
Pamela Potter Root 
Jane Marie Rowley 
John Francis Rupp 
Michael Francis Scheer 
Kathleen Lynne Schutz 
David Alan Sigurslid 
Michael James Stagner 
Anita Jean Stinson 
Anthony Joseph Stock 
John Jacob Strobel 
Cora Sayoko Tasaki 
Charles Albert Ternent 
Joseph William Townley 
Julie Ann Trouchon 
Timothy Kai-Tim Tse 
Brian Joseph van der Linden 
Emanuel Joseph Vlastos 
Robert Louis Waguespack 
John Wade Winters 
Marilou Kay Woodard 
Lester Yan 
Ricca B. Yao 
Chihuang Edward Yee 
Andrew Nicholas Zeniou

1990

Linda Alvarez 
Peter A. Ampudia 
Marc A. Beaghler 
David A. Beard 
James J'. Begley 
Matthew F. Bitner 
Milton B. Boles 
Thomas A. Brooks 
Robert C. Bruce, Jr.
Scott C. Carollo 
Jeffrey S. Carstens 
Kasem Charnvitayapong 
Andrew K. Collins, Jr.
Thomas J. Connolly 
Eric G. Cordes 
James J. Dalla Riva 
Douglas C. K. Dang 
Brian D. Dedinsky

Marie L. DeRuyter 
Lynn C. Dimino-Emme 
Robert S. Donathan 
Robert K. Dowse 
Thomas J. Doyle 
Lisa L. Dreiling 
John M. Dunford 
Ivan J. Elias 
Mary Nickel Engrav 
Thomas J. Forbes 
Scott A. Frankforter 
Annemary Franks 
Glenn S. Gart 
Andrew T. Gentile 
Joseph C. George 
Lorinda Minnerly Grosso 
Robert E. Halligan, Jr. 
Warren C. Hayes 
Joseph W. Ippolito, Jr. 
DeAnn W. Isackson 
Mark K. Janes 
Jerome N. Jew 
Sidney A. Kauzlarich 
Kazuo Kempe 
Kathleen K. Klaas 
Ronald C. Koe 
Michael G. Krai 
Steven L. Kurzweil 
James E. Lean 
Peter J. Light 
Paul J. Ligman 
Mark R. Lin 
Daniel A. Lopez 
Jeffrey D. Lowenkron 
Lisa A. Malody 
Robert M. Martino 
Gregory K. May 
Virginia L. McClain 
Michael J. McDermott 
Timothy R. McHugh 
Gene R. Meger 
Joan Michener 
Nobuyuki Miki 
Laurie Presby Mitan 
Tamara A. Mitchell 
Christine M. Monson 
Jesse W. Morgan, Jr. 
Matthew E. Morrow 
Mark T. Murphy 
Kigen Nagamoto 
Toshio Nagamoto 
Robert A. Norelli 
Patrick J. O'Connell 
Thomas S. Patterson 
Peter N. Piperis 
Ronald J. Place 
David P. Poage 
Vincent J. Quinlan 
David M. Ransom
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Michael A. Reburn 
Stephen Glenn Ritter 
Anthony J. Saglimbeni 
Shezad Sanaullah 
Ruben E. Sandoval 
Philip S. Schlager 
Walter W. Schluter 
Lisa J. Schneider 
Julie E. Schumacher 
J. Christopher Shehan 
Scott C. Simmons 
Anne E. Sobba-Higley 
Douglas F. Steenblock, Jr. 
Charles H. Stoner, Jr. 
Winlove B. Suasin 
Michael J. Sullivan 
Danuta E. Szmit 
Lorraine M. Tangen 
Todd D. Trobough 
Wanda J. Urquhart 
Joseph J. Vicari 
Peter J. Weis 
Arthur D. West, Jr.
Steven M. Wolff 
Eric W. Wortmann 
Sandy S. Wu 
Mark A. Yackley 
Robert J. Young 
Michael A. Zaino

1991

Walid A. Abou-Jaoude 
Laura A. Anders 
Charles A. Anderson 
Amy J. Arouni 
Julian S. Arroyo 
Samuel A. Artzis 
Bonita K. Baker 
Jeffrey J. Baker 
Luella I. Bangura 
Jeffrey M. Barkmeier 
Joseph W. Barry 
James P. Bartek 
Kevin M. Baskin 
Andrew H. Bauer 
Thomas H. Beird 
Robert G. Bonebrake 
Joseph D. Boyle 
John F. Cabrera 
Alexander G. Capelli 
Marten A. Carlson 
Thomas T. Carmody 
Jeffrey A. Carroll 
Francesco M. Cavallo 
John J. Connolly III 
Thomas L. Cotter 
Richard J. Daniels 
David O. Dix 
Peter S. Dovgan

Edward P. Drobny 
Robert A. Ehrhard 
Suzanne M. Espalin 
Sandra P. Ewaskow 
Gail Sheeks Fernandez 
Cynthia A. Ferris 
Michael A. Fontes 
Becki Goldberg-Kahn 
Julie A. Gorchynski 
Edward N. Grayden 
Steven M. Grosso 
William A. Harrison 
Philip H. Hassrick 
Grace A. Haynes 
John P. Healey 
Mauricio J. Heilbron 
Bruce L. Houghton 
John M. Houri 
Ronald Hurst 
Patricia P. Ibarra 
Kanae Ishihara 
Milton S. Jackson 
Michael A. Johnson 
Gregory R. Kaftan 
Paul Kamins 
William F. Kinn, Jr.
Nelson E. Koe 
Phillip T. Krmpotich 
James R. Kunkel 
Anita Lakshminarayana 
Raymond C. Lansing, Jr. 
Philip B. Leeds 
Victor J. Leonardo 
Gary E. Liebsch 
Kevin Mon-yi Lin 
James P. Lyons 
Jane M. Maloney 
Jonathan D. Manson 
Janice L. McClean 
Patrick J. McGowan 
Sheila M. McGreevy 
Mitzi M. Miller 
Steven E. Miller 
Mark A. Monte 
James P. Morgan 
Beverly Bartley Nagamoto 
David D. Nerothin 
Nam X. Nguyen 
Chieko M. Ohmoto 
Sachiko P. Ohmoto 
Melvin P. Palalay 
Patricia Biddle Payne 
Nick P. Peters 
Paul F. Picetti 
Michael A. Potter 
Armina M. Rahman 
Atul A. Ramachandran 
Sean M. Rash 
Evelyn E. Reher
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Antonio P. Reyes, Jr. 
Gerald E. Ries, Jr. 
Jeffrey A. Rodgers 
Henry A. Sakowski II 
Arthur P. Sanford 
John A. Sarko 
Jeffrey E. Schultz 
Lori A. Schweickert 
Albert Seow 
Andrew B. Silva 
Steven L. Smith 
Ernie D. Swanson 
Dan-Hideki Tanahashi 
Pamela Tangri 
Mitchell N. Tasaki 
Thomas N. Tavarone 
James R. Taylor 
Gerardo R. Tolentino 
Leslie A. Tollefson 
M. Jenny Van Duyne 
John P. Weaver 
Barry P. Welch 
Charles G. Welch 
Douglas J. Winjum 
Eric J. Wong 
Jean-Marc Wong 
Anne M. Wong May 
Robin A. Yurk
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