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First Paper for the Medical School Makes Debut
“ THE BEAT” COMES ON !

Through the initiative of S M A , the 
Creighton organization which combines the 
SAMA (Student American Medical Asso
ciation) and the Student Health Organiza
tion), Creighton Medical School now has a 
monthly newspaper.

"The Beat” is published as a non-profit 
venture by the students. It is, however, the 
paper of Creighton Medical School and as 
such is open to articles by all who are as
sociated with the school.

All full-time students receive monthly 
copies. The Medical Wives are in charge of 
circulation. Papers will be delivered to 
freshman and sophomore students and mail
ed to junior and senior students, as well as 
to subscribers. Subscriptions may be ob
tained from any member of the Medical 
Wives organization.

The staff at this time is small, but it is 
expected that many new contributors will be 
added with each succeeding issue.

Outstanding service allowing this, the 
first issue, to make print has been made by 
Michael Stek (SMA President), Dennis 
Jones, and Hank Herrera.

Tentative deadline for the next issue is 
November 6. The issue should appear dur
ing the second week of November. All ar
ticles or news tips are to be given to any 
staff member of The Beat at any time 
between now and the deadline.

REIS and LEIER TO A S N
Tom Reis and Carl Leier are the two 

medical students chosen this year to become 
members of Alpha Sigma Nu, the National 
Jesuit Honor Society. Each year the deans 
of each division of the university select two 
students for membership. The criteria for 
selection are "scholarship, loyalty, and ser
vice.” Membership in this organization is 
the highest honor which the university can 
bestow on a student.

Leier, who attended Creighton undergrad
uate school for three years as a pre-med 
student, is an officer in SAMA and in Phi 
Rho Sigma. Reis, a graduate of K ings 
College, was the president of his sophomore 
class.

75th ANNIVERSARY FOR SCHOOL
This year marks the 75 th for the Creigh

ton University School of Medicine. Founded 
by John Creighton in 1892 at the old 
Creighton Memorial St. Joseph’s Hospital, 
the school only last year became part of the 
Creighton Campus.

Mrs. Mable Criss, widow of the late Dr. 
C. C. Criss, a Creighton Medical School 
alumnus, made the move possible. Her en
dowment made possible the Dr. C. C. and 
Mabel L. Criss Medical Center. The dimly 
lit downtown location which housed the 
medical school classes for some seventy years 
is now the scene of Fr. Lubbers’ Department 
of Fine Art. The next-door clinic remains. 
The entire antique complex of buildings 
will in the near future fall prey to progress 
as the Interstate lumbers its way through 
downtown Omaha.

FR. QUINN - DR. SHEEHAN
RECEIVE TEACHER AWARDS

Rev. James J. Quinn, S.J., and Dr. John 
F. Sheehan were honored with Distinguished 
Teacher awards from the University.

Each year at the President’s Convocation 
one Jesuit and one lay faculty member are 
honored. For the first time in over thirty 

(continued on page 4)

MOVIES SERVED FOR LUNCH
On the belief that a picture is worth a 

thousand words, the Creighton Student Med
ical Association will sponsor a series of 
films dealing with the various subjects 
taught to freshman and sophomore medical 
students.

The films last approximately a half hour 
and will be shown as in the schedule at 
noon in room 406. Everyone is invited.
October

16 Basic Dog Surgery
20 Cardiac Output in Man 
23 Shock
27 Principles of Respiratory Mechanics 
30 Development of the Heart

N ovember
7 Fluid Balance and Its Management 

10 Kidney Function 
14 Chemical Balance Through Respir

ation
16 Respiration Acidosis
21 Human Gastric Function 
27 Physiology of Menstruation
30 Modern Obstetrics - Normal Delivery

December
4 Embryology of the Nervous System 
7 Urological Examination 

14 Pelvic Examination



It will not be hard for you, Dear Reader, 
to find fault with this, the first issue of T he 
Beat. There are several, and I believe this 
is to be expected in the initial effort in any 
major undertaking. This undertaking is 
major. When you think about the adver
tisers that must be sought out and personally 
contacted, the news stories which must be 
found out about, and, most important of all, 
the people who must be depended upon to 
write articles . . .

Several people had beautiful ideas about 
things which should be reported by The 
Beat, but unfortunately very few people 
had time to do anything about it. One 
definite problem is the fact that many peo
ple did not even know about the embryonic 
newspaper. We hope that now that the 
initial issue has gotten around and everyone 
is aware of the new paper’s existence, we 

•will hear from students, interns, residents, 
and faculty concerning any newsworthy hap
penings. We leave an open invitation to you 
to submit any article you would like, 
whether it is news, feature, or editorial. If 
you learn of any printable happening, but 
do not have the time or ability to write an 
article and submit it, please contact some 
member of the staff. The future of this pro
ject depends on cooperation.

Med-Wives Deliver -
It appears as though the circulation of 

The Beat may be something to behold. 
The medical wives have taken over the sell
ing of subscriptions to non-students, and 
the delivery of the papers to subscribers and 
all medical students. If I know anything 
ibout the medical wives (and I should, 
I’m the husband of one) we will next year 
at this time have become serious compe
tition to The N ew England J ournal.

Notice the efforts of the new SMA presi
dent, Mike Stek? You will see several un
dertakings, practical and social, make their 
debut at Creighton this year. There is a lot 
of preparation and money going into the 
‘'Come as a Disease” party and it promises 
to be an evening to remember. Also, if 
you’re wondering why we use the term 
SMA instead of SAMA, check Mike’s edi
torial in this same issue.

Pang-Pong Takes Practice -
On the lighter side, we would like to pass 

along to you the observation made by the 
physician flash from Salina, Kansas. Accord
ing to the brunet Hogan, you can tell the 
juniors from the seniors from the interns 
at St. Joe by how well they play ping-pong. 
For those of you who think he’s joking, 
watch Stolarskij in action - - which brings 
up the question, "When is the second an
nual Stolarskij Invitational going to be 
held?”

Also, it is rumored that Joe Troska has 
been in contact with George Meaney. The 
fact that the interns are paid less than the 
nurses may be grounds for striking, but the 
men in white don’t have any bargaining

power. It’s like trying to get a refund on 
a half-eaten hamburger.

Address fro Whom? -
According to a recent press release about 

the "President’s Convocation” Fr. Linn, 
Creighton University president, addressed 
the combined student body of the seven 
divisions of the University. This sounds 
harmless and true enough, but we wonder 
at the word "seven.” This would seem to 
include professional students.

We wonder if the medical students who 
were present ( the freshmen and sopho
mores were excused from classes to attend) 
felt that passages such as the following re
ferred to them. "No longer should we pro
tect, coddle, or sooth the boy or girl on our 
campus, but rather we should hasten them 
into facing responsibility.”

Could this possibly refer to medical stu
dents? We know of no med student who 
has children old enough to fit into the cate
gory of "boy or girl on our campus.”

The rest of the address continues in the 
same line. We are not attempting to sneer 
at the president of our university by ques
tioning the context of his address. We do, 
however, sympathize with the problem which 
is present, the wide audience which Fr. Linn 
must speak to. It is only logical that his 
words would be directed toward the bulk of 
the listeners, namely the undergraduate 
students.

SHOULD W E  BE SEPARATE?
by Dennis J ones

This year at the Student Leadership Con
ference there will be a discussion of pro
fessional-undergraduate relations. This may 
not seem important to many in the medical 
school because they simply have nothing to 
do with the undergraduates other than try to 
impress them. But one must remember that 
the medical school is on the hill now and 
like it or not, association with the under
graduates is unavoidable.

Another reason to pay a little attention to 
the Creighton University as a whole is that 
the Medical School is a member of the Stu
dent Union and as such has a voice in the 
governing of the University and also pays 
an activity fee.

Recently, the activity fee was the ground 
over which the battle of professional schools 
versus undergraduates was waged. It seems 
that money touched the professional stu
dents where it hurts. The battle did serve to 
remind the professional students that they 
were members of the Student Union though. 
Now, the battle is more or less forgotten 
and the student at large is back in his apa
thetic rut.

The question is: Should the medical 
school drop from the Student Union and 
govern itself or should it remain in the 
Union and share the priviledges that can 
be had?

This is just one aspect that will be dis
cussed at the Student Leadership Conference 
but it is important to us. The conference 
will be held on October 15, 1967 and all 
interested parties are invited. So let’s turn 
out.

If anyone has any suggestions as to what 
they would like to have discussed, please 
please write them down and leave them in 
the SMA Office, Room 427, Criss II.

A WELCOME TO FRESHMEN
by Dennis J ones

In an attempt to become co-educationaJ, 
the Creighton Medical School has added five 
females to the freshman class. These, added 
to the seventy-seven men, make a total of 
eighty-two new freshmen.

By now the trauma of entering medical 
school should have lessened to the degree of 
being able to know that the world still exists 
and the upperclassmen would like to extend 
a welcome to these fledgelings.

The largest freshman class in Creighton’s 
seventy-five year old history did not seem 
to have any more than the usual difficulties 
adjusting to their new surroundings. The 
sophomores, as usual, seemed to be ready 
and able to give advice on everything from 
what kind of pencils to buy to how to pass 
a course without really studying.

Sophomore Class
President ..___________ Lieburg Meyer
Vice-President ________ James Dorethy
Secretary-Treasurer ____Mary Walton

J unior Class
President ____________ Donald Snider
Vice-President ___  Emory Bourdeau
Secretary-Treasurer ______ Frank Forte

Senior Class
President____________  Ray Foerch
Vice-President ________ Ron Boersma
Secretary _______  .....Gary Kitching
Treasurer ___________  Joseph Cervi

“ THE BEA T ”  is the newspaper of The 
Creighton University School of Medicine,
published monthly through the sponsorship of
the Creighton Student Medical Association. 
It is a non-profit undertaking circulated to 
all students of the school of medicine and 
to non-students at the subscription rate of 
$1.50 per year.
E d ito r------------------------Jack Kroening
Junior Representative--------- H. R. Herrera
Sophomore Representative Dennis Jones
Photography E d ito r--------------- John Friel

- C o n t r i b u t o r s  
Carl Leier

Michael Stek 
Thomas Collins 

Wayne Leadbetter 
Dr. Joseph Holthaus 

Subsription Service ---

Ray Kostin 
James Keefe 

Michael Gibson 
Dr. Dave Hentges 

Eve Stek (334-2723)
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Presidents Corner
by Michael Stek

It is a privilege and responsibility for me, 
as President of Creighton’s Student Medical 
Association, to convey my thoughts through 
the publication of our first newsletter. To 
draw our student organization out of the 
doldrums, we have initiated a number of 
new programs aimed at a more enlightened 
and interested student body. As such, this 
past year we have combined both the Stu
dent American Medical Association and the 
Student Health Organization which hopes to 
fulfill the needs and to be truly representa
tive of the entire medical student body.

As a participating member of the Student 
Health Organization, we avail ourselves of 
this group’s experience in the area of com
munity health and student involvement in 
the furtherance thereof. As an affiliate of 
the Student American Medical Association 
we acquire a national forum for the exchange 
and debate of student views representative 
of all but eight of the medical schools in the 
United States.

A professional student organization may 
be viewed as having three major functions. 
The first is educational and we hope to 
fulfill this responsibility in several ways; 
through sponsorship of scientific competi
tions in research and medical illustration, by 
speaker programs and symposia and through 
our journal, The N ew Physician and our 
local newsletter, T he Beat.

The second function is that of advocating 
and campaigning for the best interests of 
medical students, especially in the area of 
education where presently we are seeing a 
significant degree of fluctuation in actual 
and proposed changes in the system, in 
this regard we have established an ad hoc 
committee to study this multi-faceted prob
lem in depth. Two representatives from 
this committee will sit on the administra
tion’s educational policy committee. We 
have formalized liasion with the executive 
committee.

A third function of a professional student 
organization may be to take an honest look 
at the problems facing us as future physic
ians and by our actions to attempt to in
fluence their solution.

The primary function of twentieth century 
medicine has become the arresting of disease 
and the furtherance of health. It is only 
through a thorough understanding of the 
healthy man can we hope to treat and even
tually cure him when illness befalls him. To 
know the healthy man we must have a 
social awareness and meaningful knowledge 
of our fellow humans not exclusively derived 
from medical textbooks, journals and re
views with the exclusion or limitation of 
valuable information from current news 
media, the social sciences, literature and 
direct experience. A cursory survey of med
ical history readily reveals the fact that 
poverty has been and still is the major social 
cause of disease and illness and it is for this 
reason that we are now attempting to estab
lish a student action project for the indigent 
of the Omaha area.

WELCOME TO “ THE BEAT”
by Dr. Holthaus, SMA Advisor

On the occasion of this first issue of 
the SMA Newsletter, the Faculty and the 
Medical School Administrators wish to ex
tend congratulations to the student body, 
and especially to the new officers and the 
Executive Committee of SMA. The for
ward-looking approach that these officers 
have adopted has led to a number of pro
jects designed to improve communications 
throughout the Medical Center which in 
turn will lead to distinct advantages and im
provements in the life and education of 
the Creighton Medical Student.

I wish to express my personal apprecia
tion to the Editors for the invitation to com
municate each month through this publi
cation. An attempt will be made to discuss 
timely subjects directly connected with the 
Medical Center which I feel may be of par
ticular interest to the student body.

Space has been made available for the 
establishment of an office and headquarters 
for all SMA activities. The space currently 
assigned is in Room 427 in Unit II of the 
Criss Medical Center.

Your SMA Executive Committee has 
been invited to submit recommendations to 
the Creighton University Medical School 
Executive Committee for consideration and 
approval. On August 24th, the first student 
recommendations were received in the 
Dean’s Office and were presented to the Ex
ecutive Committee at its September meeting.

As a result of these recommendations, the 
Executive Committee of the School of Med
icine unanimously elected to invite two 
representatives of the student body to par
ticipate in the deliberations of the Execu
tive Committee during the present academic 
year. If it becomes evident that there is 
sufficient interest on the part of the students 
and if significant benefit is derived from this 
participaton, more permanent arrangements 
will undoubtedly be considered.

Therefore, beginning with the October 
meeting, your representatives will be par
ticipating in the activities and deliberations 
of the Executive Committee with the sole 
exception of matters dealing directly with 
faculty appointments.

I feel that this is a tribute to your matur

Geor ge  A.  F o w l e r ,  J r .

SAMA Life Program Consultant 

610 K ILPA T R IC K  BLDG.

Office - 341-1873 Res. - 393-4175

ity and intelligence, as well as to your will
ingness and ability to accept responsibility.

Two additional representatives will also 
be invited to the weekly meetings of the 
Educational Policy Committee and hopefully will contribute on a regular basis to the 
deliberations on all matters pertaining to 
the curriculum and the educational policies of the School of Medicine.

You may be interested to know that the 
Educational Policy Committee has been 
working on matters pertaining to the cur
riculum of the Medical School, and it is 
anticipated that proposals for changes in a 
number of areas will soon be forthcoming. 
The contributions of your student repre
sentatives to this Committee will play a 
very important role in arriving at the ulti
mate decisions regarding these matters.

The student critiques, as submitted by 
the freshman and sophomore classes at the 
end of the last academic year, have been re
viewed by the administration and by the 
Educational Policy Committee. These two 
documents have been most helpful, and a 
number of the recommendations will un
doubtedly be incorporated in the proposals 
soon to be submitted by the Educational 
Committee.

I am very pleased that these significant 
changes have been initiated with the be
ginning of the academic year. For this 
reason, Doctor Egan, the faculty and 1 are 
all looking forward to a profitable and pleas
ant year.

' " i

For the finest and the most economical 

automobiles, you must look at - - -

Mercedes Benz 

Volvo and Avanfi

Price range from $3,000 up

MORTON MOTOR CO.
SALES and SERVICE  

SINCE 1918

J I M ’ S B A R  b  G R I L L

313 N. 30th Street

“ Home of Pitcher Beer and . .

. . . Flavor Crisp Fried Chicken.”
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FACULTY M EM BERS HONORED - Cont.

years both of the honorées were from the 
School of Medicine.

Fr. Quinn is an associate professor of 
philosophy and Jesuit Counsellor of Medi
cine and Pharmacy in those schools. He has 
been on the Creighton faculty since 1953.

Prior to becoming cousellor of the medi
cal and pharmacy schools, Father Quinn 
taught a variety of subjects in the under
graduate college and acted as a dormitory 
cousellor.

He is a member of the executive board 
of the Bishop’s Representatives for Hospitals 
and of the Administrative Board of the 
Catholic Hospital Association.

Dr. Sheehan is currently professor of 
pathology in the School of Medicine. Prior 
to taking the post this year he was professor 
of biology and research professor of cytol
ogy*

The professor came to Creighton in 1930 
and was chairman of the biology depart
ment from 1949 to 1958. Before joining 
the Creighton faculty 36 years ago, Dr. 
Sheehan taught at the University of New 
Hampshire.

REPORT OF SAMA MEETING
May 3 - 6, 1967 were the dates of the 17th 

meeting of the house of delegates of the 
Student American Medical Association held 
at the Edgewater Beach Hotel in Chicago. 
Delegate and alternate delegate from Creigh
ton were Michael Stek and Dennis Jones

respectively. The following is a condensation 
of some of the major proceedings:
— Resolution #3A  - House Staff Salaries 

Minimum salary of $5,000 a year favored
for interns and residents as one of the re
quirements for approval of intern and resi
dent programs by the A.M.A. in order to 
improve the quality of training and ease the 
financial burden of house officers (Passed).
—  Resolution #10  - Vietnam 

Condemnation of the maintenance and
expansion of war activities by the United 
States of America in the Vietnam conflict, 
which results in the destruction of human 
life - (Defeated).
— Resolution #6A  - Required Prescribing

of Drugs in Generic Terms 
Endorsement in principal of the freedom 

of physicians to prescribe drugs by trade 
names - (Passed).
—  Resolution # 4  - Draft Status of Female

Physicians
Drafting of female physicians favored on 

the same basis as male physicians, except 
where dependent children are present - 
( Passed).
— Resolution # 28A - Status and Compen

sation of Interns and Residents 
Deletion urged from Paragraph 541.3 in 

the proposed amendment to 29 CFR, Part 
541, that section which exempts interns and 
residents from the definition of professional 
employment - (Passed).
— Resolution # 2 1 A - Legislation on Thera

peutic Abortions
Medically supervised therapeutic abortion 

favored if requested by the patient, and if 
the doctor, with the agreement of two other 
doctors, feels that:

(a ) Continuation of the pregnancy wouid 
endanger the life of the mother.

(b ) The pregnancy was the result of 
rape or incest.

(c) Continuation of pregnancy is likely 
to result in a grossly malformed child be
cause of rubella early in the pregnancy, or 
because of the ingestion of drugs, such as 
thalidemide, early in pregnancy - (Passed).
— Resolution #40A  - USPHS Program

A medical student may elect to serve an 
additional year over the required two years 
of service in the USPHS in exchange for 
the financing of his senior year of medical 
education. This type of financing has been 
successfully undertaken by the Senior Medi
cal Program of the Armed Forces - (Passed).

SZEN T IV A N Y I TO CREIGHTON
Andor Szentivanyi, M.D., a product of 

Debrecen School of Medicine in Hungary, 
is the new Professor and Chairman of the 
Creighton Department of Microbiology.

Professor Szentivanyi comes to Omaha 
from the University of Colorado where he 
spent the past six years. His first position 
at Colorado was instructor in the Depart
ment of Internal Medicine in 1961. He 
was named assistant professor in 1962, then 
associate professor in the Department of 
Microbiology in 1965.

The forty-one year old Hungarian born 
doctor received his residency training 
at the University of Debrecen and the

University of Budapest. His first faculty 
appointment was assistant professor of In
ternal Medicine at the University of Buda
pest, in 1953.

Judith Szasz Szentivanyi, M.D., his wife, 
is a specialist in dermatology. They have 
two children, Peter, age 16, and Edward, 
age 2.

The Szentivanyi family came to the Uni
ted States from Hungary in 1957. Dr. 
Szentivanyi worked with Dr. Talmage at 
the University of Chicago before going to 
the University of Colorado.

He has written more than sixty papers 
dealing with immunopharmacology. He is 
editor of the International Journal of Phar
macology, on the Reviewing Board of the 
National Science Foundation, and a mem
ber of the American Society of Immunol
ogists.

—  THE M ED-W IVES NEW S —
by Eve STek ,

Editor - WA-SAMA Newsletter 
Congratulations are in order to Creigh

ton’s Student Medical Association from the 
Creighton Medical Wives on the occasion 
of the publication of The Beat, and on the 
progress already made along with your future 
plans. We thank you for the opportunity of 
bringing our news to you through this 
column and wish you success.

The Medical Wives are planning for their 
annual Monte Carlo Gambling party and ex
tend an invitation to all the medical students. 
November 10th is the date, The Blackstone 
Hotel the place, and lots of fun is on the 
agenda. So we hope you’ll all join us for an 
evening of Black-Jack, Dice, Poker, Rou
lette, Fortune Wheels and prizes galore to 
be auctioned off to the highest bidders. 
$25,000 in play money will be yours with 
the purchase of a ticket from any medical 
wife and your luck and skill will determine 
how much good fortune you go home with 
that evening. Hope to see you there!

A tour of the new medical school build
ing was given to the Creighton Medical 
Wives by Dean Richard Egan enabling us 
to get a first-hand look at the facilities avail
able for our husbands. Mr. George Fowler, 
Minnesota Mutual Life Ins., was our guest.

DATE SET FOR DISEASE PARTY
Creighton’s Student Medical Association, 

will hold its first annual "Come as a Disease” 
party on Friday, November 3. It will be at 
the St. Patrick’s Church Hall, 14th and 
Castelar at 8:30 p.m. Everyone is invited. 
There will be an admission charge of twenty- 
five cents. The only requirement is that you 
come as your favorite disease - - be it lep
rosy, palsy, or pregnancy.

According to Ray Kostin, party organizer, 
beer, Pepsi, and potato chips will be free of 
charge. The Falstaff, Pepsi, and Kitty Clover 
companies have been quite generous and 
everyone’s satisfaction is guaranteed. The 
Band is yet to be named.

The Pathology Department has graciously 
consented to "post” the best disease the fol
lowing morning.
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STUDENTS GRADE PROFS
At the termination of the 1966-1967 aca

demic year the freshman class was invited to 
complete mimeographed forms evaluating 
their first year as Creighton Medical Stu
dents. The poll included evaluation of 
courses, teaching procedures, and the teach
ers themselves.

Physiology was the course which received 
most votes under the category "most inter
esting.” It was followed by gross anatomy 
which trailed by only four votes. Far behind 
these two courses were biochemistry (7 
votes), neuroanatomy (6 ) ,  Ob-Gyn. (2 ) , 
histology (1 ) , and human ecology (1 ) . 
Ethics, on the other hand, headed the voting 
for the class voted "least interesting.” Close 
behind came gross anatomy, neuroanatomy, 
and histology. Anatomy was deemed "the 
course learned most from,” and neuroanat
omy was "the course least learned from.”

The majority of the voting freshman class 
felt that the administration had not had ade
quate control over departmental policies, did 
not have concern for the students, and 
should review the calendar schedule. Ninety 
percent of the students felt that there should 
be fewer laboratory periods. The same over
whelming percentage favored the ''pass-fail” 
system, admitted studying for grades rather 
than for knowledge, felt they had adequate 
lab equipment, and considered much of the 
material given as irrelevent.

From several questions dealing with the 
topic it is easily concluded that the general 
concensus of the students was that it would 
be better to have more (even weekly) tests. 
There was also a majority approval of the 
"core” system (integrated courses). But the 
question which received the greatest number 
of assenting votes was "Do you favor the 
Multi-discipline lab idea?”

Each teacher was graded on the following 
categories: knowledge of field, up to date 
material, irrelevant medical material, or
ganization, class preparation, ability to con
vey ideas, delivery, use of teaching aids, 
concern for students, willingness to help 
students. Each category was graded as ex
cellent (4 ) , good (3 ) ,  average (2 ) ,  and 
poor (1 ) . The computed "QPA” of the 
twenty-four teachers ranged from 3.5 down 
to 1.69.

There were a total of eight instructors 
who "made the honor roll” with a Quality 
Point Average above 3.00. Dr. Daneel re
ceived the highest rating (3.5) followed 
closely by Dr. Kramar (3.49). Next came 
Drs. Baumel (3 .41), Wells (3 .27), Picken 
(3.20), Dossel (3 .16), Halls (3 .12), and 
Smith (3.11).

A similar evaluation of the student re
action to the sophomore year 1966-1967 was 
conducted. This survey, as the former, was 
undertaken not to reproach any instructor 
or department but to attempt to evaluate the 
curriculum so that it might be improved 
where improvement seems essential or solidi
fied where the program appears inadequate 
and to advance constructive criticism. The 
responses were tabulated and the compen
dium expressed in numerical values as indi

cated before. Results were forwarded to 
the deans.

Pharmacology scored the highest in gen
eral couse value with 3.5, while pathology 
came a close second (3-3) Special com
ments on these two courses included the fact 
that greater than 7 5 % of the students strong
ly recommended both Goth’s text in pharma
cology and Robbin’s in pathology. Although 
pharmacology was highly rated, anesthesi
ology, cardiac glycosides and diabetes were 
weakly presented. Microbiology was found 
to have inadequate coverage of virology and 
immunology and most students desired a 
better foundation in genetics and cellular 
metabolism.

In reviewing the clinical courses, medi
cine was rated at the ton with 3-0. Surgery 
(2.7) and Ob.-Gyn. (2.5) were not far be
hind. Special mention should be made of 
Dr. Stanosheck’s evening EKG lectures which 
rated 3.1.

Instructors rated 3.0 or above included 
Drs. Elder (3 .9 ), Perrin (3 .8 ), Hentges 
(3 .2 ). Huffman (3 .1 ), and Magee (3 .0). 
Special kudos are also in order for Drs. Con
nelly. Heaney, Miller. Mitchell, Skillman 
imd Slowinski.

Ninety-five percent of the sophomore class 
felt that more emphasis should be placed on 
correlation of clinical courses. About 65% 
of the students felt that extended coverage 
of both pharmacology and microbiology 
were desirable.

C H I’S GET ROLLING EARLY
by Michael P. Gibson

Phi Chi is looking forward to another 
successful year. The twenty freshmen living 
in the house are pleased with the recent 
improvments - - newly painted rooms, color 
TV. pool table, etc.

Ed Compagna has been keeping such late 
hours organizing the Chi social calendar that 
he has been catching up on his sleep during 
pharmacologv class. To his credit are two 
mixers, two bar parties, and the recent sing- 
along.

Mike Hogan has revealed his plans for a 
high-powered Chi lecture series this year. 
Norm Edwards is in the process of organiz
ing a party for married freshmen and their 
wives.

Phi Chi "bard” Dan Kelly has promised 
to look into the feasability of purchasing a 
pet for the house. It seems he has his heart 
set on a sheep. John Mira has again been 
designated "Curator of the Bell.” However, 
he has shown surprising abilities in the art 
of graffiti and rumor has it that he will be 
appointed to decorate the bathrooms on the 
third floor of the house. It is still early in 
the year, but frosh Jeff Goodman has already 
accumulated enough points to be the prime 
contender for the Gugenheimer Award.

DAMN THE TORPEDOS
by Thomas Collins 

For the first time in the school’s history 
Creighton became the proud possessor of 
Naval Reserve Medical Company 9-33. At 
present the company musters some thirty

men from all four classes.
According to Commander Eugene J. Slo

winski MC USN, the company was organi
zed this past summer to afford members of 
the Navy Ensign 1915 and Senior Medical 
programs an opportunity to learn more about 
their choice of service. Hopefully the know
ledge gained via the company will help the 
"green” lieutenant’s two year stint to be as 
smooth as possible. In addition the company 
will offer considerable advantages to its 
members in obtaining their billets of choice.

Administrative Officer Thomas Collins 
and Training Officer Peter Langan have 
planned out a series of informative pro
grams including aerospace medicine, shock 
therapy, Naval research, and blood bank 
procedures. Field trips around the U. S. are 
also in order.

Meetings are held every Wednesday even
ing 6:30 til 7:30 at the Phi Rho house. 
Those interested in the Navy programs 
should call 348-2277.

PHI RHO’S KEEPING BUSY
by Carl Leier

Phi Rho Sigma would like to congratulate 
the Student Medical Association and its of
ficers for taking such an active role in pro
moting an atmosphere of "medical think
ing” and an environment of activity and 
student expression. We feel that now SMA 
is the organization of the medical student.

The fraternity tried to relieve the tension 
of its members who were in Omaha this 
summer by entertaining them with two 
'‘Happy Hours” and a beach party. This 
summer also saw improvements being made 
on the house. Some of the rooms were re
painted, party rooms were tiled and paint 
ed, etc.

To prevent Johnny from becoming a dull 
boy this fall we have had a reception for 
Freshmen, a spaghetti party, and a house 
party. Happy Hours have become a rule 
rather than an exception. Besides, what 
better way is there to get acquainted with a 
fair damsel than over a cold bottle of pop?

Future activities will consist of a hay 
rack ride, Halloween, Champagne, and 
Christmas parties buffered with a few 
Happy Hours. Plans are being made to 
present a series of guest lectures on medical 
topics and other areas of interest to the 
medical student.

Phi Rho offers its support to "The Beat” 
and the SMA organization during the com
ing year.

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT  
W H A T  YO U ’RE GOINC TO 

ATTEND THE

COME AS A DISEASE PARTY
AS ?

Friday, November 3rd 
8:30 p.m.

Si*. Patrick’s Church Hall
14th and Castelar Streets
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Prof.  Personality Profiles .  .  .  by H. R. Herrera

These interviews are the first in a series 
intended to acquaint students with their 
faculty. Drs. Heaney and Miller graciously 
gave of their time and thoughts to initiate 
the series.

Medical students receive their education 
from men whose ideas and concepts always, 
in some way, become, in part, the students’ 
own. This process is such an intimate as
pect of the educational experience as to be 
almost inapparent.

Hopefully these interviews will make this 
intellectual interchange more meaningful.

Dr. Robert Heaney, chairman of the De
partment of Medicine, was born in Omaha. 
He is a graduate of the Creighton Uni
versity School of Medicine. Dr. Heaney 
served his internship and one year of resi
dency at City Hospital in Saint Louis. He 
subsequently held a clinical research fellow
ship at the Oklahoma Medical Research In
stitute for two years. He then spent two 
years doing research in the Arthritis and 
Metabolic Disease Institute, National Insti
tute of Health, Bethesda, Maryland. At this 
time he developed interest in calcium metab
olism. In 1957 Dr. Heaney joined the 
Creighton Medical School faculty.
Metabolic Research Unit -

Dr. Heaney enjoys laboratory research, 
which he conducts as director of the Meta
bolic Research Unit at St. Joseph’s Hospital. 
In this facility, Dr. Heaney studies the pro
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cesses which control bone formation and 
resorption and how these processes are ef
fected in health and disease - - especially 
osteoporosis.

However, his primary concern is medical 
education. He enjoys teaching. He states 
that "Clinical medical education needs to be 
conducted in a critical, questioning environ
ment.” If a person learns only from literature 
he never has the chance to ask mature ques
tions.

Dr. Heaney believes that within the uni
versity - medical school environment one 
needs to question, rethink, and revise cur
rent concepts. “We deal with predominatly 
empirical science, one-half of which is 
wrong - - and we don’t know which half.” 
This lack of knowledge necessitates the development of clinical research.

Dr. Heaney relates that fifteen years ago 
there was no full-time clinical faculty. There 
are now forty fulltime faculty members. Dr. 
Heaney was named chairman of the depart
ment in 1961.

Dr. Heaney believes that the first task of 
the departemnt of medicine is to build the 
best educational scheme possible. The job 
of this department is to "teach how to take 
care of sick people, not to do so per se.” 
This task involves a basic philosophical di
chotomy between the clinician and the scien
tist. The clinician must have confidence in 
his abilities and in the methods available 
for the treatment of disease, whereas the 
scientist must, of necessity, question current 
concepts in order to provide more meaning
ful evaluation of data. This difference im
pedes, and may prevent, the development of 
one man as both good clinician and good 
scientist. Nevertheless, this dichotomy must 
be resolved within a department in order to 
both effectively acquire new knowledge and 
to teach physicians. This problem remains 
a major problem in medical education.
Surgeons vs. Internist's -

Internists and surgeons invariably impress 
sophomore students with the implication, 
occasionally for the sake of humor, that their 
own specialty could well do without the 
other. Dr. Heaney hints at the basis for 
these impressions with the following, ad
mittedly tenuous, generalization: '‘You are 
an internist or a surgeon by the time you 
are five years old.” Dr. Heaney implies with 
this generalization that basic personality dif
ferences lead every person to find the means 
by which he can most competently deal with 
problems. Hence the "typical’' surgeon 
needs to be definitive and feels uncomfort
able with unresolvable situations. On the 
other hand, the "typical” internist sees many 
ramifications in each problem and can accept 
unresolvable, intractible, and incurable prob
lems. For these reasons Dr. Heaney suggests 
there is "some truth” in the surgeon’s com
plaint that the internist sees so many aspects 
that he is lulled in immobility, in indecis
ive, does not solve problems, and only talks. 
However, considering the nature of surgical 
and medical disease, the medical profession

Dr. Robert Heaney
and society need people who can deal with 
acute and with intractible situations. With
out doubt, the two disciplines are not mu
tually exclusive.

Dr. Heaney maintains that “everyone has 
a cutoff point.” From two years of exper
ience on a leukemia ward, Dr. Heaney real
ized that some internists cannot cope with 
leukemia patients because they cannot help. 
However, those physicians who could “take 
it” were able to help these patients. In the 
same way, the surgeon, who may be unable 
to handle chronic care cases handles patients 
with surgical disease immenently well. 
Therefore, this cutoff point is relative for 
each individual. One must realize that each man approaches a problem in a different 
way, depending on his basic approach to 
reality: this approach in some way deter
mines what discipline he enters.

Each junior medicine clerk wonders how 
his grade is determined. Dr. Heaney ex
plained that no formula is used to give 
grades. The junior and senior medicine 
clerkships are considered as a single educa
tional process which the junior clerk begins 
and which, when completed in the senior 
year, should have prepared him for intern
ship. The best composite image of the stu
dent’s ability is formed from all sources. 
Each clerk is assumed to be capable of a 
"C” or better. Senior grades usually consist 
of about U3 "C”, 173 "C + ”, and 173 "A ” 
and "B”. However, if the basic assumption 
proves wrong, the "D ” grade may be given. 
Junior grades are usually lower, because the 
junior is not so far along in the process. A 
"D ” in the junior clerkship suggests that 
the junior should take more time in Medi
cine, usually with an elective.

Dr. Heaney expressed basic agreement 
with the principles of the Student Liason 
Committee. Students need to take care of 
themselves. Student problems need an or
ganized voice "to make complaints ade
quately felt.” The transition from sopho
more to junior involves vast differences, and 
the junior tends to ignore and forget his 
former problems. Organization is required 
to voice needs for fair treatment and to 
receive answers.

The interview of Dr. Miller will follow in 
the November issue.
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LIÂSON C O M M U TEE ESTABLISHED
During the summer months a group of 

eight junior medical students met to con
sider student-faculty-administration relation
ships.

Under the chairmanship of Don Snider, 
junior class president, this group established 
the SMA Review Committee. The commit
tee formulated guidelines to improve com
munication between students, administra
tion, and faculty. The details of their pro
posals were included in a letter to Dean 
Richard Egan. This letter was also distrib
uted to each department chairman. The 
letter, clearly stating the proposals of the 
review committee, is published in entirety 
below.

Richard Egan, M.D., Dean 
Creighton University 
School of Medicine

Dear Dr. Egan :

A review committee appointed by the 
Creighton University student medical asso
ciation has been meeting during the summer 
months, attempting to prepare concrete sug
gestions for the production of greater stu
dent-faculty-administration liason. The fol
lowing proposal has been formulated by 
this committee for the approval of the 
Creighton University Medical School Execu
tive Committee.

The executive committee of the Creighton 
University student medical association ( com
posed of the President, Vice-President, 
Treasurer, Correspondence Secretary, Re
cording Secretary, Editor, Activity Chair
man, and past President) will, in conjunc 
tion with the four individual class presi
dents, form the Creighton University stu
dent medical association executive council. 
This council ivill annually establish an AD 
h o c  committee of eight students - - four 
of whom must be the respective class presi
dents and four of whom will be chosen from 
among interested students, one representa
tive from each class. Two members of this 
AD HOC committee - - specifically the senior 
and sophomore class presidents will act as 
student representatives to the Creighton 
University Medical School Executive Com
mittee. In addition, the appointed senior 
and sophomore class representatives of the 
AD HOC committee will serve on the Creigh
ton University Medical School Educational 
Policy Committee. These four student repre
sentatives will be directly responsible to the 
AD HOC committee for the following : 
1) the accurate representation of current 
student opinion and concern to the medical 
school’s executive and educational policy 
committees; and 2) the reporting of the 
functionings and decisions of these respec 
five committees with regard to student mat
ters. The AD HOC committee ivill then be 
responsible for the accurate transmission of

its activities to the Creighton University 
student medical association executive coun
cil. This council will be responsible for the 
dissemination of this information to the 
general student population through periodic 
reports published in the association’s newly 
established newsletter.

Through these means, we the students of 
the Creighton University School of Medicine 
hope to establish greater rapport with both 
faculty and administration, and to take a 
more attentive and meaningful role in the 
functioning of our college of medicine. We 
further feel that this rapport can only be of 
benefit to all segments of the school - - stu
dents, faculty, and administration alike, hi 
closing, we would like to emphasize our 
great and deep concern as students to be
come more actively and responsibly involved 
in the determination of our educational and 
professional development.

Sincerely yours,

s/Donald J. Snider,
Junior Class President
Chairman - Creighton University Student
Medical Association Review Committee

s/Michael Stek, Jr.
President, Creighton University
Student Medical Association

MED SCHOOL FORUM MEETS

The Creighton Medical School Forum 
held its first discussion Wednesday evening, 
September 27. Dr. Beverly Mead, Chairman 
cf the Department of Psychiatry and Neu
rology at the Creighton Medical School dis
cussed the "Modern Physician as Witch 
Doctor.” About 20 students, wives and 
faculty members attended. Following Dr. 
Mead’s talk, the participants in the forum 
discussed the implications of his subject.

The Forum was established this semester. 
The purpose of the Forum is to consider 
ideas and concepts not otherwise possible in 
the medical school program. The Forum is 
open to all students, faculty members, and 
wives who wish to attend. Discussion is 
meant to be free interchange of ideas.

In his discussion, Dr. Mead emphasized 
that the physician is a witch doctor in so far 
as he helps protect the patient from a hostile 
element of his environment, i.e., disease. 
Through his reputed ability to cope with 
disease, the doctor allays anxiety in the 
patient as well as in society; disease threat
ens society as well as the individual. In this 
role, the physician performs much the same 
function as the witch doctor in more primi
tive societies.

The next forum will be held on Wednes
day, October 18, in the evening. Time and 
place will be announced. Fr. Clement J. 
Schneider, sociologist at Creighton, will dis
cuss the sociology of the poor.

N EW  FORCE TO MED EDUCATION
by1 W a y n e  L e a d b e t t e r

Creighton united with medical schools 
across the country this summer in efforts to 
vitalize student educational experience.

Meeting at the University of Washing
ton, Seattle, Washington, July 17-19, stu
dent and faculty delegates from twenty- 
seven medical schools in the United States 
and Canada participated in the symposium 
officially entitled "Population Dynamics, Sex 
Education and Family Planning in the 
Medical School Curriculum.” Representing 
Creighton were: Joseph M. Holthaus, M.D., 
Associate Dean; Eugene J. Slowinski, M.D., 
Chairman of the Department of Obstetrics; 
and Wayne B. Leadbetter, second year stu
dent.

As the discussions proceeded it became 
apparent that few schools had any organ
ized programs through which students could 
gain even a rudimentary knowledge in the 
areas of sex education, family planning, or 
marital counseling. Despite increasing de
mands on practitioners for such services, 
medical students are being ill prepared to 
cope with these problems. More import
antly, the roll of the medical student as an 
adjunct to community efforts in such pro
grams as those related to sex education or 
birth clinics has in the past been completely 
unexplored.

Patient Care -
In the age of "whole” treatment the 

patient still expects and gets personal advice 
from his physician who admittedly has never 
been given anything but a hurried insight 
into such matters as premarital sex, birth 
control, unwanted pregnancy, marital sexual 
incompatibility, or homosexuality. Several 
obstetricians confessed that faced by such 
problems they had developed a set of pat 
answers usually based on personal leanings 
and a number of previous patient ‘ mistakes.”

Perhaps the most successful solution to 
this dilemma of learning to handle the 
patient with a problem is coming from the 
student himself. Across the country students 
have been becoming increasingly active in 
the community affairs. Their services run 
the gamut from teaching sexual physiology 
in high school pilot programs to providing 
health services for migrant workers in the 

(continued on page 8)
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N EW  FORCE IN MED EDUCATION - cont.

San Joaquin Valley. Close co-operation with 
the community makes the student cognizant 
of the resource of paramedical personnel and 
agencies that can aid him in his practice. 
Psychologist, sociologist, educator, clergy
man, lawyer - - - all can provide new in
sights into the patient. Since few medical 
schools can point to such people on their 
faculty, these students are gaining invaluable 
experience in understanding what lies out
side the hospital, office, or lecture room.

Although still in the planning stages, the 
Creighton Student Medical Association has 
several such programs scheduled to begin 
this year.
Medical Experience -

All these efforts allow the medical student 
to gain experience as a medical figure of 
some importance. He can utilize many of 
the technical points of his medical education 
in a practical manner. He is stimulated co 
learn more because he is interested and use
ful. As these programs involve students 
earlier in their training it affords early 
patient contact. Programs of community 
service have been found to allow greater 
faculty-student communication and for med
ical school-community interaction which is 
low at best many times.

The student’s presence in fields of com
munity service stimulates residents and prac
ticing physicians to offer their services to the 
community.

Regardless of the subject, be it sexual 
education problems or drug addiction, med
ical students more and more are filling a 
need in the community. The benefit is con
siderable to both.

STUDENT MEDICAL ASSOC.
General Meetings 

7:30 p.m.
2nd Monday of Each Month 

Executive Meetings 
7:00 p.m.

2nd Monday of Each Month

SAM A QUESTSONAIRES M AILED
In cooperation with the School of Medi

cine, the Creighton University Student Med
ical Association has distributed the SAMA 
Hospital evaluation questionaire to recent 
graduates of the medical school. This is 
being done in an effort to establish an intern 
evaluation file on the hospitals which interns 
from Creighton are now serving. The re
sults will be kept on file for the use of 
future applicants to these institutions.

The evaluation will include the type of 
internship, remuneration, cost of living, 
interns’ quarters types of patients, adequacy 
of training, and an extensive survey of the 
major services. These questionaires will be 
found on file in the Student Medical Asso
ciation office, Room 427, Criss II.

SAN ITATION  RATINGS ENCLOSED
Omaha - Douglas County Health Depart

ment sanitation ratings may be found in
cluded in this month’s publication of The 
Beat. The sanitation ratings are based on 
17 items of sanitation. The items of greatest 
importance are: general housekeeping, dish 
washing, refrigeration, food handling prac
tices, toilet and hand washing facilities. 
Other items include cleanliness of floors, 
walls and ceilings, fly and vermin control, 
lighting, ventilation, water supply, storage 
of utensils and food waste disposal, and

LETTERS W ELCOM ED BY STAFF
Comments and criticism on "The Beat” 

or on any topic may be sent to:
S M A
Room 427, Criss 11 
Creighton University 
Omaha, Nebraska

K O L E Y  P R O F E S S I O N A L  

SU P P L Y

111 S. 17th St. Omaha, Nebr.

Student - Physician - Hospital 

Supplies -

SURGICAL COMPANY, Inc.
Supplier to the

Physician - Nurse - Hospital - Laboratory 
Student Supplies 

Phone: 558-4300
4200 Douglas St. Omaha, Nebr.

Y our on -cam p u s M u tu al 
o f  O m ah a and U n ited  o f  
O m aha r e p r e se n ta tiv e  - - 
R ob ert M onahan  - - is  
read y  to  be o f  se r v ic e  to  
you.
See him regarding low cost 
medical plans which are a- 
vailable to married students, 
and all forms of life insur
ance including our ever popu
lar College Student Degree 
Plan.

w  iff

R. D. MARCOTTE Cr ASSOCIATES
Local representative or Mutual of Omaha Insurance Co. and

its life insuranse affiliate, United Benefit Life Insurance Co.
3528 Dodge Street Omaha, Nebraska

Phone 342-4175 or 558-2992

T H E  BEAT1’
SM A Office 
Room 427 - Criss II 
Creighton University 
School of Medicine 
Omaha, Nebraska


