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PREFACE

This thesis presents for the most part 
a narrative history of the Knickerbocker Maga
zine. The author has tried to bring out the 
type of periodical that the Knickerbocker be
longed to, and something of its aims and influe
nces. This has been done mainly by showing the 
material which filled the pages of the Magazine 
and also by taking into consideration the contrib
utors and the editors of this periodical.

This paper was compiled chiefly from orig
inal sources. A short bibliography at the end 
of this thesis will show in how far the author has 
depended on secondary sources. One of the chief 
difficulties which the aut. or encountered was to 
select from a wealth of material in the Magazine 
those things which would best bring out the point 
in question. Another man might have selected a 
different sort of material. In that the personal 
element played an important part.



The field of American literature la still 
in its infancy# A hundred years ago, the maga
zines were as popular as they are to-day# How
ever, there were comparatively few of thee.
Through these magazines the American people re
ceived much of their intellectual and aesthetic 
pleasure. The southern Literary Messenger, The 
Knickerbocker, and the Hearth American Review 
were leaders In the field of periodicals. Hence 
the author has felt Justified in investigating 
one of the monthlies which reflected the conditions 
of the time, the type of literature of the day, and 
the writers of the period.

In this work, the author has been greatly ass
isted by Prof. 1!. ¥. Fore, Dean of the Graduate 
School of Creighton University, who suggested the 
subject as a fruitful field for investigation. 
Through him this work has seen made possible. The 
author also wishes to acknowledge his gratitude 
to Rev, Fr. L. Doyle of Creighton University, for 
his valuable suggestions, his unbiased and scholar
ly criticisms, and his sympathetic inspiration ' 
and encouragement•



It should be ingracioua if the author did 
not acknowledge his indebtedness to the Creigh* 
ton University Librarian, Mrs. Lucille Reynolds, 
and her assistants for their help in securing 
material, and their willing co-operation in ob
taining from other sources, various materials 
which the Creighton Library does not possess.



CHAPTER I
Introductory

"The dapper little town of the Dutch days has
1

bloated into the big metropolis", declares the 
Knick rbocker Magazine in its first issue« The 
Knickerbocker Magazine of Hew York City made its 
literary debut in the field of American periodi
cals on January 1, 1835, A well designed and 
artistically wrought frontispiece portrays a young 
man sitting in a high-backer chair at a large 
table covered with old volumes and manuscripts.
He is gazing meditatively through an open window 
at several colonial houses in the background, 
which are of typical Dutch architecture. Apparent
ly he is in a pensive mood; with a pen in his 
hand he conveys the impression of a man trying to 
search his memory for a lost thought. This 
attractively illustrated cover of the magazine 
serves as a pictorial preface to the introductory 
article in which the editor vividly recalls one 
of his dreams,

1, Knickerbocker Magazine. I : 5.



2

He pictures himself alone in his chamber, 
absorbed in deep thought# He becomes reminiscent 
and gradually lapses into a profound reverie. An 
uncanny, mysterious atmosphere seems to envelope 
the room. The very furniture and surrounding ob
jects undergo a spectral metamorphosis. The long 
mirror is obfuscated by some dark image. It no 
longer reflects the fora of the writer. The lat
ter suddenly becomes aware of the presence of an
other figure in the room, "an actual being, though 
not of this world," who occupied the chair opposite 
him.

The phantom was none other than that departed
worthy, Diedrioh Knickerbocker, whose demise some
years before had severed an interesting link in the
history of Hew York dating back to the days of
Dutch supremacy. He was smartly attired

"in a coat of rusty black, a pair of olive 
velvet breeches and a three cornered beaver hats very benevolent in expression and with a certain briskness in appearance, which 
seemed almost incompatible with the gloomy 
sterness of an apparition." 2

i. ma... J < *■t*« ibid. , I $ 5«



Gallantly doffing his little cocked hat, he asks 
a few pertinent questions concerning the plans and 
ambitions of his friend, the editor, which questions 
occasion a lengthy confabulation between the two 
men. The editor deplores the emollient influences 
of modern conditions on the former virile traditions 
and ragged philosophy of life, and laments the con
sequent dee line of the good old Dutch manners. He 
would fain retrieve Hew York from the sad degeneracy 
and stagnation posterior to the British subjugation 
and the later American domination. But Diedrioh 
ridicules such a utopian scheme as impracticable, 
realising no doubt that the magnitude of the reform 
would be prohibitory, and that, furthermore, the 
moral fabric and ethical outlook of the nation had 
sustained an irreprable change incident to the po
litical mutations.

The editor next tenders his apologies to
Diedrioh for having chosen the latter’s name for
the periodical, stating that

"he had only assumed his name as good Catholics 
when they take the cowl, sometimes adopt that 
of their titular saint" 1

1. Ibid.. I : 6
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and had thereby meant the appellation both to hon
our and perpetuate the memory of hie illustrious 
patron and to secure in turn the good will and 
propitious concurrence of his spirit in the ex
ecution of the work.

With respect to the scope of the magazine,
the editor outlines his views to Diedrich as follows2

"We purpose to act as the ushers of others 
into the presence of the public. The ob
ject of our magazine is to represent life and letters as existing here, not to 
assume their regulation; to call out tal
ents not to supply it ourselves".1

The periodical is therefore to afford embryonic 
writers an opportunity to give public expression 
of their opinions and thus make a literary rep
utation for themselves, to foster constantly the 
cause of local polite letters, and to be an effect
ive medium for the exposition of current litera
ture of Intrinsic merit, which shall brilliantly 
reflect the effulgence of American genius.

As the editor concludes his article, the 
room brightens, and the smiling, rubicund visage 
of the veneralbe Diedrich becomes blurred and

1» Ibid.. I : 7.
I >
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indistinct, his tody is now a shapeless mass, 
and quickly he vanishes completely into the air, 
leaving our friend pleased with his distinguished 
visit and fortified in his resolution to embrace 
the literary career.

\



CHAPTER II 
Type of Magazine

6

The magazine is undoubtedly one of the 
greatest single institutions in A: erica to-day.
It is one of the most important influences in 
every community. Besides being "one of the 
chief methods of pleasurable recreation and
entertainment*"

It is noticeable that magazines sometime 
differ radically in the nature of the contents. 
Some of them aim to provide matter for intellect
ual amusement and relaxation, while others 
carry material calculated to insti-uct the mind 
and improve the reader*s faculties. Generally 
speaking, American magazines are divided into 
two comprehensive classes "the informative and
the entertaining." But it becomes evident 
upon inspection that strict demarcation cannot 
always be determined. * 3

f r i c a n  Literature, Hew „ --- , — 18,
3 vols., Vol. Ill, p. 399.
2. E. John Drewey, Some llagazine and Magazine leak
ers, Boston, lass., T e Stratford Go., 1924, p. 3,

1

2

1. Edwin Grant Dexter, Histo 
York, McMillan Co., 1922MlLtqry-of.. &3383&}rSm*, Hew

W. P. Trent and others. C
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The two distinctions can he applied simultaneous
ly to the same publication, as informative maga
zines have also entertaining features. The scope 
of the greater pari of its contents generally 
determines as to what class a magazine may he 
assigned.

"It was in the last half of the nineteen
th century, that the American magazine 
became for the first time a thoroughly 
well organized part of American litera
ture. ” 1

Yet it was the first through the instrumentality
of these early weekly, monthly, and quarterly
periodicals "that the beginnings of our litera-2
ture found access to the reading public.”

Andrew Bradford and Benjamin Franklin, 
both of Philadelphia, in January, 1741, began 
the publication of America’s first magazines. 
These periodicals were discontinued, however, 
after a few issues. The Hew Sogland Magazine 
lasted a little longer. As can be readily seen,

1. Ib id ., p. 3.2. _E. J. Dexter, Op. Clt. p. 508
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they were of an informative type and contained 
"births^and deaths, political records, and 
news.” The entertaining periodical did not 
make its appearance until the latter part of 
the eighteenth century, when ’’Mathew Carey be- 2
gan the Columbian Magazine in September, 1786," 
The present Saturday Evening Post is an out
growth of Franklin; The Pennsylvania Gazette. 
which was established in 1728 as a newspaper. 

Between 1800 and 1870 magazines, sane of
xhigh intellectual and literary merit, had be* 

a
come numerous. A few of those that have lived 
and owe their origin to the nineteenth century 
are: Tjig.,North. American Review 1815; .Harper1« 
Monthly 1850; and the Atlantic Monthly 1857; 
and Scribner^ Monthly, now The Century. 1870,
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From Its founding in 1833, The Knickerbocker
Magazine was continued for the next thirty-two
years. It was an illustrated magazine published
in Hew York. The title varies; from January to
June 1833 it was known as The Knickerbocker.
From June 1833 to February 1862, it was called The
Knickerbocker, or Hew. York Monthly Magazine, In
February 1862, its title was again charged to the
Knickerbocker Monthly; A national Magazine. From
March, 1864, to December 1864, it appeared under
the title of $ wThe American Monthly, and during
the last few months of its existence it was called,1
The Federal American Monthly."

The purpose of the magazine according to its
first editor, Charles Fenno Hoffman was to make
people happy, and this world a better place in
which to live. He wrote in his “Editorfs Table";

"It is true that there is a want of liter
ary entertainment in our journal* But as 
to the multitude of clever men who might 
furnish it, they are naughtily given to 
instructing the world. They seem to think - 
it a sort of a disgrace to be entertaining." d 1 2

1. Library card of Congress.
2. Knickerbocker Magazine. 1:231.



10

This then was the goal of The Knickerbocker 
Magazine. It aimed to avoid frivolous twaddle, 
and sought to entertain, as would a courtly gent
leman at his own table. All in all, this is the 
aim of the entertaining magazine, for it seeks

"to satisfy that personal ego, making 
hundreds happier, and causing them to 
get that amount of legitimate pleasure 
to which they are so justly entitled."
Of all the types of reading, it is safe to 

say that there is none that has a wider appeal 
or is a source of more delight than that which 
pictures the life of those who are great, unique, 
or who have done the unusual or remarkable. Bi
ographies have always been widely read. But when 
they are "dressed up” in the form of interesting, 
inspirational feature stories, the appealing force 
is increased. The Knickerbocker from time to time 
published the lives of various menu Of course 
this was not one of its m i n  purposes; yet ih its 
very first Issue we find the "Memoirs of Robert 
C. lands" by William Cullen Bryant. In its early 
years it recorded the lives of prominent contemp
orary Americans. 1

1. E. John Brewey, op. cit.. p. 7.
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As time went on, there appeared in its pages the1 2
lives of Edmund Kean, Talleyrand, Frederick 8 4 8
Reynold, Wilson Conworth, John W. Gould,
Byron, Irving, The lives of these men were 
written with a purpose, for, as will he seen 
later, they stress the hardships, the spirit, 
and the success of these individuals* Further
more, Clark in his "Editor’s Table" never failed 
to give his readers a glimpse of the hardships 
of some individuals of his time* Taken all to
gether, The Knickerbocker tried to inspire the 
Americans of its day to higher standards of 
living and of success*

Harper’s in their "Hew Monthly Magazine." 
for June, 1880, in "A Word at the Start" states 
that it aims:

"to place within the reach of the great 
mass of the American people the unbounded 
treasure of the periodical literature of the present day," 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1. VI: 216.
2. Ills 323»
3. VII s 182.
4. IX s 52.
5. XIII $ 34.
6. XXI x 199.
7. XV t 222.
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Charles Godfrey Leland in his "Memoirs" writes of 
The, Kniokerboe leer, t

"he who reads Kniok breathes the American 
tone for thirty years and renders himself 
liable of being suspected to be a gentle- , 
man through long habit and associations." A
The leading authors of Great Britain and

France, as w e n  as of the United States, were
regular and constant contributors to Harper’s.
In the period 1860-1880,says Joseph Henry Harper
in "The House of Harper":

"not Infrequently we would have two 
and even three foreign serials running 
at the same time in each one of our three periodicals.* * 2

While the Knickerbocker according to its purpose 
aimed to establish a national literature, it sought 
to execute it by publishing original papers from 
American literary pens of established reputation, 
and by encouraging young writers. Hence the tone 
of the Knickerbocker is purely American ̂-however 
between 1833 and 1845 we find numerous translations, 
but these were the work of American writers.

1« Algernon Tassin, "The Magazine in America" York, Dodd Mead & Co., 1916, p.116.
2. Joseph Henry Harper: The House of Harper , 
York, Harper & Brothers,1922, p. 239.

, Hew 
New
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The names of its contributors bring out the 
atmosphere of the Magazine, Among them we find 
Hawthorne, Longfellow, Bryant, Willis Clark,
Irving, Paulding, Mrs. Sigourney, Perciva)., Holmes, 
and others.

Between 1833-1835 The Knickerbocker devoted 
a few of its pages to a record of the current events 
of Hew Yorks In its place after 1835 there are the 
Literary notices > whose purpose was a critical re
view of American Books. But with 1838 Clark began 
to review several English books of high literary 
standard. Prom then on the Magazine of each month 
set aside about six pages to critical reviews of 
leading books and articles appearing in contemp
orary periodicals of this country and England.

With each issue there appeared at least six 
or seven poems. Sketches and short stories of 
various sorts appeared, records of travels were 
numer&us. But The Knickerbocker was also interest
ed in the leading questions and experiments. In 
every issue there was a leading article which was 
more or less intellectual: that is, it made it a 
point to publish something which was not fiction.
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nor a criticism, but rather a scientific explan
ation. The title of some may bring out a better

Private Economy.” "Pulpit Eloquence." ■ War* 
tSOOL M  Sclgnga»" "Causes of Early Consumption. "5 

It would be difficult to state Just to what 
precise type of magazine the Knickerbocker be
longed» Its contents are so varied and compre
hensive that one might do best to call it a happy 
combination of the informative and entertaining 
classes of magazines. The "Editor’s Table" for 
example, while it certainly includes much reading 
matter of a lighter vein written for the delect
ation of the intellect, still the literary critic
ism and the detailed accounts of current, social, 
and political questions are without doubt instruct
ive while many of the editorials have also a didac
tic tenor. 1 2 3 4 5

1. Knickerbocker Magazine. II$30,
2. IpldV, X I:480
3. Ib id . , IV:414
4 . Ib id ., X V II:666
5. T5Tji. , XXVII $44.
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CHAPTER III
.The Editors and the Contributors,

The Knickerbocker .upon whose blue-tinted
title-page was stamped the effigy of an ancient
Knickerbocker gentleman smoking a long clay pipe
and arrayed in the genuine habiliments of the old
Dutch colonists, was first founded and edited by
a certain Charles Fenno Hoffman. To him and his
successors Edgar Allen Poe thus paid his respects
in his article the "Sew York Literati."

•Mr, Charles Fenno Hoffman was the original 
editor of the Knickerbocker and gave it 
while under his control^ a tone and a char
acter, the weight of which may be estimated 
by the consideration that the work re
ceived, and impetus which has enabled it to bear on alive though tottering month 
after month under Pr* Lewis Gaylord Clarke.”
Huffman was a "poet, novelist and journalist

2in the pioneer days of American literary effort%
"and era denominated by some as the ’’First national 

3Period”. Our literature anterior to this time 
was rather inchoate. It had evoked but meager 1 2

1, Edgar Allen Poe, "Hew York Literati” Works of 
Edgar Allen Poe (ed. ft. H. Stoddard 1, 8 Volumes,
Hew York, A. C. Armstrong, 1900 Vol. V. p. 569«
2, Encyclopedia Americana Vol. 4 p. 309.g.Walter C. Bronson. History of American Literature 
D. C.Heath and Co., Boston, 1919, pf 103 Fred Lewis Pattee, American Literature since 1870. 
Hew York, Century Col 1916 p. 1.
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Interest at home and arrested scarcely any atten
tion abroad. Bat with the beginning of a vigorous 
national life and the growth of a definitive 
series of American traditions and ideals this per
iod was signalized by: " & magnificent effloresc
ence of our literature which gained for it univer-1
sal recognition." The various magazines dedicat
ed- to the cultivation of belles-letters, which 
came into existence at this time, played an im
portant role in the popularisation of intellectual 
activity, Among these reputable periodicals our 
friend, The Knickerbocker enjoyed considerable 
preeminence. Hoffman, prior to his inauguration 
of the Magazine in January 1853, had worked as
"coeditor of the Hew York Journal for three years,

2
where he had acquired valuable experience." His 
direction of the editorial policy of the Knicker
bocker of short duration for in September 1855 3
he was compelled "to resign through ill health," 1 2 3

1. E. P. Cubberley, History of SdueStion. Hew York, 
Houghton McMillan, 1919, p. 658.
2. James Grant Wilson, Memorial History of the City 
of New York, Hew York Historical Ôo., Vol IV, p. Ï59.
3. . Vol. IV, p. 159.
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or at least such was the cause alleged at the time. 
Subsequent events Indicated, however, that there 
were other contingent circumstances, which induced 
him to separate himself from the publication, which 
he had so auspiciously brought into being. It lat
er developed that Hoffman became mentally unbal
anced in 1842, and there is sufficient evidence 
to warrant the conclusion that the disease was a 
chronic nature and had exorted its malignant in
fluence much earlier than that date. "It is our 
impression that Mr. Hoffman's insanity did not 
come upon him quite so suddenly" comments the 
Knickerbocker regarding the morbid state of Mr.
Hof foam's mind. The following incidents combine 
to corroborate this fact. On the sixth of Dec
ember 1838 the members of the fraternity, as was 
their custom, celebrated their annual festival 
at the St. Hloholas Hotel. The occasion was 
marked by great animation and hilarity with the 
usual toasting and speech-making. Hoffman, who 1

1. Knickerbocker Magazine. LIII $ 195



was also one of the happy gathering, rose to 
voice some of the joviality and pleasant sent
iments of his confreres.

"He began with eloquence and coherence, 
but presently waxed more and more vehement; 
at length he began to wander from his 
theme, and the crowd was puzsled with 
his strange words and ways". 1

It appear® from all accounts that the unfor
tunate man was of a melancholic temperament and 
subject at Intervals to spells of gloomy de
pression. As a practical instance of his moody 
disposition we read elsewhere that *owing to some 
whim the spelling he adopted for the earlier 
issues was Knickerbocker."
Hoffman’s personal reasons for abandoning so soon 
a project of his own initative will perhaps re
main more or less a matter of speculation for 
the parties Interested. Undoubtedly his erratic 
tendencies and fits of dejection rendered mutual 
cooperation and harmony between himself and his 
literary associates extremely difficult and as a 
case in point we find it recorded that there was 1 II,

1. !*>!&.. XII 5 640.
2. Cambridge History of American Literature, Vol
II, p. 166.
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"some disagreement, between himself and the
1first publishers of the work.® Shis difference

together with his physical ailments probably
motivated him to terminate his participation
in the Knickerbocker venture. Certain it is that
Hoffman afterwards recuperated sufficiently to
devote again his energies to Journalistic work,
and "he affiliated himself with the "American
Monthly Magazine", of which he eventually be«2
came the proprietor and chief editor."

The contributors to the Knlolcerbooker during 
its oheckereu career included many famous authors 
of the early and middle nineteenth century, whose 
scholarly productions conferred on the magazine 
prestige and dignity and won for it a position 
of acknowledged excellence in the annals of Amer
ican Periodicals. Among the literary celebrities, 
who graced the first issue of the Knickerbocker 
with their Intellectual labors,are William Cullen 
Bryant, James Kirk Paulding and Bobert C. Sand. * 2

1* Knlckerbook r Magazine. LIU i 195.
2. Encyclopaedia Americana. Vol 14, p. 309.
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Bryan* composed a poem entitled wfhe Arctic Lover 
to his Mistress"s likewise he contributed a Memoir 
of Robert C. Sand which was concluded with a brief 
and interesting essay on the aPoetry of the Es
quimaux”. This was in reality a posthumous treat
ise by Sand. Paulding furnished a descriptive 
sketch called a ^Ramble in the Woods.n

Mention has already been made of the primary 
aim of the Knickerbocker. as outlined by Hoffman 
in his opening editorial. However, Hoffman mani
festly Intended to amplify the scope of the maga
zine, to make its contents and columns of more 
practical utility and general interest to the 
reading public, and to insure the continued pat
ronage of a widening circle of contributors, who 
would supply the periodical with a varied range 
of topics. Thus the paper wouldbeoome an inde
pendent organ of diffusive intelligence and a 
worthy representative of the best contemporary 
literature. In the first number appeared a 
dissertation on ^Political Economy” to which Hoff
man appended an explicatory annotation regarding 
the ultimate object of the Knickerbocker. He says 
in part:
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"We by no means Intend committing ourselves 
to the opinions it so zealously upholds«
But a periodical like this would he essent
ially defective in its plan, if it did not 
afford disseminating information upon 
questions of great and growing interest 
without identifying Itself with partisan 
publications of either side and we invite those skilled in the "Hew Science" to un
fold their different views in our pages«
But brevity must be kept continually in 
view by writers,” 1
In April 1833, the Knickerbocker announces

a change in the editorial department« Hoffman’s
resignation, the details of which have been
alluded to above, became effective at this time,
and Timothy Flint and Samuel langtree Joint eo-2
laborators, assumed charge of the magazine,

A few words concerning the character of Mr« 
Flint may not be amiss. He was a graduate in good 
standing of Harvard University, and author of no 
inferior order, and had traveled extensively« He 
had once been a Unitarian minister with a pastorate 
in a small lassaohuasetts village, and was then 
transferred as a missionary into the territory 
west of the Mississippi, is trip to that part 
of the country had been actuated by ulterior 
considerations, namely to regain his health and

1, Knickerbocker Magazine. I : 20«
2, n u . . t  7  m . —
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and obtain a chance to write about the Mississ
ippi Valley from personal contact with that 
region.

It was not, however, until July, 1833, that 
Flint made articulate his attitude relative to 
the status of the Knickerbocker, which substan
tially agrees with the views enunciated earlier 
by Hoffman. Flint1s article likewise purports 
to be a fictitious conversation between the ed
itor and Diedrioh Knickerbocker, in which Flint 
justifies his superintendence of the magazine and 
expresses his enthusiasm to make of it a progress
ive agent for the promotion of an indigenous lit
erature. To quote his own words:

"When the Knickerbocker shall be purely 
American, when "its pages shall bear the 
tracery of the genius of this mighty land, 
when in fact our periodical shall become 
the mirror of our national literature,- 
then and not until then will its destiny 
becomplete and our object and our wishes 
be fulfilled, in giving to America a native 
magazine.” 2

Diedrioh heartily concurs with the laudable am
bition and lofty aspirations of Flint, but is of 
the opinion that any systematic endevor to create

1. John E. Kirkpatrick, Timothy Flint, Cleveland 
Ohio, Arthur H. Clark, 1911 Chapter III, p. 110. 
Knickerbocker Magazine. II : 4.
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a national literature Is rather premature, as the 
country is yet in the Infancy of existence. "The 
American nation" he avers,

"being still in the evolutionary process 
of formation, does not possess that agg
regate of historical and mythological 
associations so essential to the found
ation of a domestic literature of pere
nnial character. This is not "because v/e, 
in common with our English hrethern, are 
coheirs of the vast treasures and riches 
of a literature already established or 
because we speak the same opulent lang
uage, but simply because we lack that 
plenitude of racial traits and that "im
pregnated character to mould it to our 
purpose”.!

But Flint remains adamant. He believes, on the 
other hand, that the economic and political 
structure of the state to be sufficiently stab
ilized to permit the enlightened elements to 
give themselves in earnest to the task of furth
ering education and literature and that the 
monumental work already achieved in this domain 
augurs well for the future. Diedrich, seeming 
to comprehend this viewpoint, praises Flint's 
energy and determination and encourages him to 
make good, then suddenly changing the subject

1. Ibid., II i 5, 6.
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of conversation says:
"I have repented of the permission giv
en to thy esteemed predecessor as to al
tering my name and wish thee to restore 
it to its original spelling, as it stands 
in sy celebrated history," 1

Flint acquiesces and the correct orthography is 
then adopted for the coming numbers of the 
Knickerbocker, which Diedrich asserts,"will hence
forth have an important part in the maintenance 
of high standards of journalism and in bringing 
about a discriminative, refined taste for things 
literary", Flint in his turn promises

"to foster genuine American literature to the 
extent of his ability-put forth his ut
most exertions to call out and encourage 
latent talent-throw his mite into the scale 
of true taste, good learning, sound morals 
and religion and the great interests of 
society, so far as literature might be made to bear upon them," 2
The ensuing period marks a new epoch in the

history of the Knickerbocker, The various essays
which now appeared in its columns all bore the
unmistakable stamp of Americanism, The magazine
in conjunction with similar other publications
of the day became a successful and. interpretative

1,2.
Ibid,,
T O .

II i 9, 
II : 10.



instrument of our multivarious civilization and 
a reliable index of the divers trends and ex
pansive policies of our journalistic efforts. 
Among the articles exemplifying this new move
ment we may cite "Amy Payton.* “land of Dreams* 
and"Sketches of the American Bar.” 1 In this 
last one the author pays an eloquent tribute 
to the genius of Daniel Webster, B. Edwards, 
in his theme, wThe Burial Ground of Hew Haven".2 
institutes a comparison with Fere la Chaise at 
Baris, and shows that Americans need not look 
entirely to Europe for men of renown, for here 
in our own land rest the remains of great lumi
naries who figured conspicuously in our national 
history. Flint naturally had a leading share in 
the Americanization of his periodical and con
tributed several entertaining essays in t lie form 
of travelogues, such as, "Reminiscences of a Re
cent Journey, fro» Cincinnati to Boston" and

1- IM&*» H  $ 287; II ; 301; II : 341,2, Ibid.. II ; 201.

4 3 6 0 1
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and ’The First Steamboat on the la i l a f .!l 
Articles on “American Antiquities” were also 
published, which aimed to show that America, 
although a new nation, had a very significant 
historical background and monuments and tradit
ions of comparative antiquity#

In January» 1834, Flint deviated from his 
ordinary course of action and assumed a marked 
belligerent attitude toward the British annals#
He reprimanded severely the”pusillanimity of 
certain American authors, who lacking inventive 
faculty and originality of style, proceed to 
copy from their English contemporaries#" He then 
compares some of the current British productions 
in poetry and prose with their American adapta
tions, censures his countrymen for their servile 
imitation, and brands this sort of plagiarism as 
r'reprehensible”• With ironic asperity he suggests 
that the English

"send Stanfield or Turner of Fielding- 
pencil in hand on a picturesque tour 
through North America, and let Seitch,
Ritchie or Roscoe or some other popular 
writer describe our unrivalled scenery,

1

1. Ibid.. II : 242; II î 321.
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with its glorious poetical associations, with
out a cockney word about "manners ', and from 
their Joint labors let them get up an 
"American landscape Annual” and our editor
ial sagacity on the fact it will prove the 

best speculation they ever embarked in*” 1
Under the caption of "Travellers in America", 

which appeared in October, 1833, there is a scath
ing indictment of seven English authors depicting 
the United States, and upon their return wrote what 
they pretended to be an authentic account and de
lineation of America and its citizens. Flint bit
terly denounces the inveterate prejudice and gross 
misrepresentations exhibited by these would-be 
critics of American Institutions. Similarly, he 
arraigns some of the English tourists to America 
who affect an air of superiority and condescension 
while sojourning here. "Their abysmal vanity is 
somewhat extenuated", he asserts, when we reflect 2
that "man is naturally and prodigiously an egoist" 
This vision is generally circumscribed by environ
mental conditions which render him incapable of 
judging without some degree of bias whatever M e s  1 2

1. Ibid.. Ill : 79.2. Tbld., II l 283.
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beyond the limits of his own interests and per
sonal preoccupations. Flint likewise inveighs 
against ".Domestic Manners of the Americans* a 
descriptive work by Ire, Trollope, whom he takes 
to task for her puerile and illiberal character
ization of his compatriots. "Why", he asks, "do

these grumblers, who can nowhere on earth 
see anything but England or the want of 
England go abroad? "They have in America" 
says Mrs. Trollope, "plenty of beefsteak 
and onions”. Yes, that may be true, that 
is all she was able to see, owing to her 
narrow-mindedness". Then he continues.
"Such are and always will be the fruits 
of these weak and odious forthputtings 
of English egotistic self-complacency”.!

The remaining six books he disposes of briefly.
Evidently he did not deem them worthy of more
detailed treatment, for their discolored present
ation of things American provoked his disdain and
vehement disapprobation of their authors.

Apart from his immediate supervision of the
Magazine, Flint’s communications to his periodical,
while diversified, were not frequent. In addition
to the few articles stated elsewhere, the titles
of the following indicate the miscellaneous nature

1. Ibid., II : 284-285.
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of the topics he discussed; namely; "Phrenology"f
"Obstacles to American literature", find "The In-------------------------------------  s

fluence of Education in the Formation of Character"# -------------------------------------- ------------
"A Chapter in the life of a Bachelor" was his 
last literary composition to the Knickerbocker 
while it was under his management. Ill health had 
necessitated his repeated absence from the City of 
Hew York as early as October, 1834, and finally he 
was not in a position to carry on his work with 
efficiency and satisfaction. Accordingly his 
partner, Mr. Samuel langtree gradually stepped in
to his place. Otherwise the: e was "no change in
the administrative personel of the periodical save5
the official withdrawal of Mr. Flint *s name."

Besides M s  directive agency in the conduct 
of the Knickerbooker, langtree was simultaneously 
employed as the reviewing editor of the "Hew York 
Commercial Advertiser.11 As can be readily seen , as 

the head of the Knickerbook r. langtree did not 
concern himself with writing personal editorials,

1. Ibid., IV: 165-175.2. T 5 H . . II: lei-iva
3. Ibid.,III: 401-510 •4. T 5 H . , IV: 165-175 ..5. Ibid. ,T III: 320 •6. Ibid.,LIII: 199 •



but together with his literary coadjutants he 
laid special emphasis on securing worth while 
contributions from outstanding literateurs of 
the day* Thus there appear the poems of Mrs.
Hanna Gould and Mrs. L* Sigourney, whose works 
of a sentimental and moralistic tenor had a- 
chieved for them deserving popularity. The 
magazine also accepted articles from its found
er and erstwhile editor, Charles Fenno Hoffman. 
From the pen of William Cullen Bryant came "The 
Prairies.nlwhich has remained up to this day 
one of the author’s best poems.

A large measure of appreciation is due Mr. 
langtree for the splendid work that he accom
plished in the reveiwing department of the mag
azine. Previous to October, 1833 the literary 
notes were brief, in fact nothing more than mere 
notices announcing the appearance of new books, 
langtree, on the contrary, summarized the contents 
of the new publications in short, relevant and 
pithy synopses, which evince a singular eompre-

1.Ibid.» II : 410
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henslon and gave analysis of the salient feat
ures of the them© in question« Hie comments are 
always lucid and constructive. They constitute 
an authoritative yet sympathetic appraisal of 
the author and his respecive treatise.

The April number of 1834 impartf the intell
igence that the Knickerbocker "has passed into oth
er hands and will hereafter be issued under diff-1
©rent auspices than heretofore«” It is at this 
juncture that Mr. lewis Gaylord Clark and his able 

x assistant, K. E. Edson introduce themselves to the 
public. Clark immediately proves himself a man of 
action by incorporating some novel and distinctive 
features into the makeup of the Knickerbocker, which 
were at that time a decisive innovation, and which 
set a precedent for later journalistic development. 
The significance of these changes is best under
stood from Mr. Clark’s own "Introductory Remark" 
with which he prefaced the April issue.

"A ¡Brief outline of the course intended to 
be pursued in the future management of the 
work will be pardoned, the more readily, 
it may be that our readers are assured

1. Ibid.. Ill j 321,
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that we shall seldom trouble them with 
mere promises*

lio exertions will be left unemployed 
to render the work honorable to American 
Periodical Literature and acceptable to 
the public, whose patronage is only so 
far solicited, as it shall seem to be 
deserved*

The Original Papers of which it is 
designed, shall be so varied as to fora 
a combination of the Solid and the Useful, 
with the entertaining and agreeable will 
be from literary pens of established re
putation in different cities and portions of the United States,

Acceptable original Articles will be 
paid for at such rates as the encourage
ment of the enterprise shall seem to 
warrant.

In addition to the Original Papers, 
liberal space will be devoted under the 
head of "Literary Botes" to brief and 
candid reviews of the new works, of prop
er distinction, with such extracts as may 
be necessary to add interest or to evince 
the Justice of the accompanying criticism.
A Monthly Compendium will also be given, 
comprising In a suocing form all the events 
of importance which may have eccured during 
the month. The General Intelligence of the 
several States-polltieal, statistical, and 
domestic - arranged under their separate 
headings — will be embraced in this department. Brief Obituary Botices of eminent 
persons who may have deceased during the 
month will likewise be given.

The Editor’s Table will be devoted to 
the familiar discussion of such local and 
general matters, as could not, with prop
riety, be classed under the above-named head..

tVith this brief Progeamm, the Knicker
bocker Magazine is submitted to a discern- 
aind generous public to stand or fall by
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their decision. If an earnest desire to 
raise up a national Periodical shall do 
honor to American literature - if un
wearied industry and exertions on the part 
of the conductors - the employment in its 
pages of much of the best literary talent 
of the country - if neatness of execution 
and early and punctual transmission, can 
secure its success, it is confidently be
lieved that it will attain to general 
favour." 1
The shove views prove Mr, Clark to be an 

individual of high mentality and remarkable fore
sight, "He encouraged American authors and made
a definite attempt to bring about a national

2
literature," He clearly visualized the inherent 
possibilities for literary amelioration in a 
magazine of the Knickerbocker class. He forth
with set about to materialize these potentiali
ties on sane practical lines. He anticipated the 
"Editor’s Easy Chair" in Harper’s magazine by a 
quarter of a century and his own "Editor’s Table" 
and "Gossip Page" couched in a style

"of charming delicacy, natural spontaneity 
and conversational fluency were not only 
a constant source of delight to his readers, but to which he never failed to bring fresh
ness, purpose and vivacity, thus indicating 1 2

1. Ibid., Ill : 321 - 322.2. Ernest Erwin Leisy, American Literature, and 
Interpretative Surfrey. New York, Crowell, 1929,
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his possession of what is hardly an ex
aggeration to call the rarest ability in 
the world#" 1

In fact, Mr# Clark was the first American jour
nalist, who conducted an "Editor’s Table"# It 
was a prototype and a forerunner of the personal 
editorial column of later periodicals such as 
"The Editor’s Easy Chair" in Earner’s# and, later, 
"The Old Cabinet" in Scribner’s Monthly. The read
er cannot but note in Clark's reflections, phil- 
oeophio and literary * his consulate skill of 
treatment, his clarity of observation, and his 
facility of diction as he deftly touches upon 
the multitude of sociological and political prob
lems of the times* It m s  these superb qualities 
of intellect, together with excellence of his lit
erary achievements, that long retained public 
favor for the Knickerbocker and enhanced his own 
claim to eminence. Appleton's Journal says of 
his "Editor's Table"}

"Readers of the old monthly will remember 
well what a feature of the m&gaaine it used to be; how bright, and pertinent and 1

1. James Graqt Wilson, Memorial History of the 
City of Hew York# Vol. iV, p. 162.
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unwe&ring, and how Clark seemed to have 
a talent for saying just what one had 
been thinking of. It is not as a brill
iant writer that he calls for remembrance,- 
many people indeed will tell you that 
his twin brother Willis more deserved the 
adjective,- but as an unflagging and al
ways entertaining master of the art of 
conversation with the public," 1
Before Clark's advent, the Knickerbocker 

had not been a profitable enterprise. The nec
essary funds were not forthcoming, and the fin
ancial end of the business labored under gigantic 
difficulties. With his characteristic resource
fulness and ingenuity, Clark soon put the whole
organization on a paying basis, and for a time2
the magazine "made great headway."

But after 1837 increased hardships arose.
The capital on hand began again to dwindle, and 
in order to save the situation, delinquent sub
scribers were reminded of their monetary obliga
tions, and also informed that the"Knickerbocker.
unlike newspapers, had little or no advertising3
to help defray expenses." Again, in an effort 
to redress complaints of readers, who had not 1 2 3

1. E. L. Burlingame, Appleton's Journal. November, 
1877.2. James Grant Wilson, Bp. oit. IV $ 162.
3. Knickerbocker Magazine. X s 210.



regularly received their copy, the plan of mail
ing the periodical to the customers was commenced. 
Furthermore, the directors, upon mature deliberation-
determined. "to secure for their articles the pro-

1
tection of a copyright," and thereby eliminate 
the coraierelal and literary competition of certain 
newspapers which were publishing articles from the 
Knickerbocker without any due acknowledgement.

It must be borne in mind that Lewis Clark was 
for a long period ably seconded by his twin broth
er Willis, who was even a more finished and elegant 
writer than Lewis. One of Willi s' most notable 
contributions was a series of articles entitled 
"Ollapod". Among sur well known men of letters, 
whose services and patronage the Clark brothers 
had always striven to enlist in behalf of the 
Knickerbocker, one finds Longfellow, Bryant, Halleek, 
Washington Irving, Puckernan and Paulding. All in 
all a very representative galarrr of American lit
erati. There is no reason for surprise, therefore, 
to learn that during the most flourishing period of

36

1, Ibid.. XII : 293
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its long-lived career, the Knickerbocker "was 
a most welcomed guest in nearly all the culti
vated families of our land*" The "Monthly Com
pendium" which will be discussed in another 
chapter was originated by Clark, He had wished 
this department to "occupy a broad and neutral 
literary ground on which all parties in politics 2
and men of all creeds, might meet like brothers." 
However, this department came in for some caustic 
criticism* for it did not preserve an independ
ent attitude in the provlncejof politics, but be
gan to cater to partisan interests. Accordingly, 
the newspapers, on other points so friendly, be
came hostile and intimated that Clark had better 
keep aloof " from anything that did not directly 
appertain to literature." The Compendium was 
discontinued in 1835 and the"E4itor,s Table" was 
inaugurated.

That Clark made a lasting reputation for him
self is everywhere evident* There appeared many 
an exuberant eulogy of his indefatigable industry,

1. James Grant Wilson, op. Cit., IV : 162.2. Knickerbocker tagazine. : 312.
3. Ibitt.V hill V  314*
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application and his mental attainments. One
magazine in speaking of him remarks: "His genial
qualities, his nice and judicious perceptions of
the merits of others and of his magazine made him1
an accomplished journalist,” But in the end, even 
Clark’s buoyant spirit and business tact could not 
surmount the insuperable obstacles, which beset him 
on all sides, and bankruptcy finally compelled him 
to relinquish the wonderful scheme with which he 
was so long identified. Ills successor in office, 
Kinahan Cornwallis, commenting on the sad state 
of affairs in which he encountered the once pros
perous magazine, says:

"If a periodical, which hadbeen made 
glorious at one time or another by all 
the great writers of America and ever 
maintained a high-toned, refined and 
moral standard, so that it was emphati
cally a gentlemen’s magazine, should 
die for want of friends,” 2

"Kinahan Cornwallis edited the Magazine from Oct
ober, 1862, to February, 1864, J, H. Agnew 
guided its course from then until October 1865,

1,1. B. Thorpe,"Lewis Gaylord Clark."Harper’s 
Monthly. Vol, 48, p. 587-592.
E.r 'Knickerbocker Magazine. H. $ 75,
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which marks the death of the Magazine." When
these two men were in charge of the Knickerbocker
it was in its decadence. Then like many other
periodicals of the time, "the lack of finances
and the change of policy contributed toward its 2
death.B * 2

1

1* library Card of Congress. — N.B. It has not been 
possible to ascertain the types of productions 
which appeared under these two editors.2. James Grant Wilson, Op. oit., IV $ 163.
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CHAPTER IV 
The Editor’s Table,

The"Editor1s Table" of the Knickerbocker 
formed an integral and interesting portion of 
that illustrious magazine. It was ably conduct
ed by the successive editors and was ever a oozy- 
corner, where the readers never failed to find 
lucid editorial comment and felicitous analyses 
of the great and eDemanding movements of the 
period, especially in the sphere of literary en
deavor. The literature of that day evidences the 
deep-seated religious convictions of all classes, 
and is a strange contrast indeed to the prevalent 
scepticism and rationalistic proclivities of lat
er times.

The current reviews likewise attest to the 
strong religious sentiments of the people and that 
spirit of moraliz&tion in letters, which had so 
transforming an influence on social life. The 
"Editor’s Table" discussed an abundant variety 
of subjects, and in perusing its contents one 
perceives throughout a consistent vein of thought, 
which champions the cause of right-living, justice,
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and. truth, and at the same time manifests a 
profound sympathy for the down-trodden and un
fortunate, as Instanced In Clark’s suggestion;

"Seek out those unhappy wretches, who are 
shunned, because they are penniless, and 
forlorn; oppressed and wronged because 
weak and powerless; who endure pain with
out sympathy, age without reverence and 
poverty with pity; seek them out and 
relieve them." 1
The works of any author generally embody 

some of his philosophic conceptions, even when 
he treats of topics, wherein a certain detach
ment is expedient. In the articles of the 
"Editor’s Table", particularly while it was un
der Ciarkfs supervision, the theorizations of 
Transcententalism, a quasi-philosophy which had 
acquired great ascendency in that day, are much 
in evidence. In speaking of a certain eclipse, 
which had just occurred he declares;

"Here was demonstrated not only the 
grandeur of the divinely-ordered movements of the heavenly bodies, but the 
sublimity of the intellect of the 
creature of the Almighty," 2 1

1, L. C. Clark, Knick-Knacks from an Editor’s 
Table, New York, D. Appleton and Co,, 852, p. 318. ¿.Tbld,. p. 150.



Here, too, we seem to discern that subtle force 
of opinion exerted by Brerson and other leaders 
of that school of pantheistic philosophy. In 
all probability Clark and other editors of the 
Knickerbocker shared these fantastic notions 
which pretended to see the adumbrations of a 
controlling deity in every phenomenon of nature» 

the ”Editorfs Table" aimed to fabricate a 
community of Interests, to eradicate all self- 
centered provincialism, to consolidate the com
ponent elements of the intellectual life of the 
country, and thereby effect a tolerant and pro
gressive nationalism. On one occasion, four 
clergymen of widely different denominations 
adopted the practice of convening every week at 
each other*s houses for participation in common 
of religious exercises, and Clark in reporting 
the memorable incident remarks:

"The liberal, Christian spirit, which 
prompted this act, did not exist former
ly in that section, not indeed in any 
section of the union, and we hail its 
appearance with sincere pleasure, "Oth
er sheep I have", said Christ, "which 
are not of this fold; them also I must 
bring," Why should they who profess to 
lead and point the way to heaven, dwell
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upon mere differences of doctrine, 
which touch neither the heart nor 
the life." 1

This impartiality of judgment and spirit of 
fair play extended itself also to literature 
and other manifold phases of activity* Clark, 
however, "became too enthusiastic at times in 
his efforts to promote Americanism. Although 
meaning well, he sometimes did not strictly ad
here to a sober and correct interpretation of 
facts, but became too panegyrical in his es
timations*

In the inception of Clark1s administration, 
in 1834 the "Editor’s Table" was a rudimentary 
affair, consisting of only one page, and was 
scarcely more than a brief summary of the contents 
of the next issue of the magazine. It was then 
amplified by the addition of the "Monthly Com
pendium" and thereafter devoted space to the 
criticism of Hew York drama. The "Compendium" 
ceased in June 1835 and approximately a year 
later the editor commenced the "Editor$.s Table" 
proper, which thenceforward attained, by con-

l.Ibid,. p. 31.
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tinned accretions, to those proportions, and
to that degree of literary perfection, which
made it so famous among the friends and readers
of the Knickerbocker«

We can glean from Clark*» Writing, and
above all from his literary criticisms, many
favorable aspects of his character# He appears
to have ha 4 an abiding respect for those engaged
in any praiseworthy undertaking, particularly
of a journalistic nature, who strove to work for
the common good or for any laudable purpose. He
was alert to extol their virtues and excellencies,
and firm yet tactful in calling attention to
their defects and failings. Concerning the
Southern Literary Messenger he says:

"We ought, before this, to have mention
ed a monthly magazine issued at Charles
ton. It presents sectional and superior 
claims to the patronage of the South, 
which should not pass unregarded by that 
intellectual and populous portion of the 
republic. On the whole, we find just views and shrewdness. The literary notes 
seem to be marked by strict considerations 
of justice and good judgment." 1 1

1, Knickerbocker Magazine. VII t 313.
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His evaluation of the "Dial” which was just 
then beginning its career, although not so comp
limentary as the preceding, is nevertheless mod
erate and constructive in tone, "We have", he 
asserts,

"to note a still further improvement,- the 
present number is more to our taste, and 
we think a better number than either of
its predecessors,...... . It Is full of
rich thought, though somewhat injured by 
its puerile conceits and childish express
ions. Its authors seem to have caught 
some partial glimpses and to have felt 
the moving of a richer, a higher life, w 
which carries them away, and which as 
yet they have not been able to master.
To our taste they want manliness and 
practical alms. They are sorewhat too 
vague, evanescent and aerial; but at the 
bottom they seem to have a serious sol
emn purpose." 1

Thus it was that the "Edit r*s Table"became 
also a sort of exchange department, wherein the 
receipt of current magazines was acknowledged and 
some of their more conspicuous features and good 
qualities commented upon, lany of the apprecia
tions of other periodicals were no doubt calcu
lated to maintain amicable relations between the 
different editorial staffs, and were, naturally,

1» Ibid.. XVII : 173
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conducive to a healthy emulation, which could 
not but produce beneficial results for period
ical literature. As a typical exemplication of 
Clark1s altrustic attitude towards contemporary 
publications msy be cited his ppinion in respect 
to the fforth American Review :

”We never take up a number of this old and 
permanent review without a feeling of 
gratitude that it remains as a represent
ative and exponent of the growing liter
ature of our country. We know that it re
presents us $ost favourably abroad; and we 
are glad to hear also that it is more and 
more esteemed in our own country. It 
ought to have a hundred thousand sub
scribers,” 1
The literary notices were also Included 

under the heading of the ”Editar,s Table, These 
comprised notices of new books which had Just 
come off the press, with an outline and critic
ism of their contents, Clark took care never to 
become captious or unfair. His synopses, while 
sharing the inevitable imperfections of any 
abridgment, are the very quintessence of the 
book under discussion, and he further illustrates 
his appraisal by giving suitable excerpts of the

1. Ibid,. IV $ 640
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subject matter. Speaking of Tennyson*s "Idylls 
of the King” he says:

” The laureate of England has returned 
to these early blossoms of genius for 
the subject of his latest poem, which 
is certainly a chef-d1 oeuvre and will 
per imps be accounted his magnum opus.
It treats of but few of the incidents 
and mentions few even of the names, 
which are known to a student of Ar
thurian literature, but each of the 
four idyls is in itself a complete 
and most delicately-lined picture, 
a beautiful reproduction of a simple legend.” 1

Clark expresses also his admiration and 
high regard for Holmes *"Autocrat of the Break
fast Table" but thinks it rather inferior how
ever to the"Professor at the Breakfast Table” 
which he deems a very accurate portrait of every
day occurrences containing likewise vivid de
lineation of characters and a graphic descript
ion "of Hew England types of men, women, and 2
children."

In 1860, Ralph Waldo Ikerson had published 
his moralistic treatise entitled, ”The Conduct of 1 2

1. Ibid.. LIV ; 312.
2. Ibid.. LV : 212.
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Mfe*” Evidently the principles broached by 
Etaersoh militated against some of Clark’s pet 
theories, for Clark does not wax so effusive 
as usual. 8e criticizes Emerson for having 
introduced no new or original ideas, insinuating 
that as far as a worm of life is concerned, the 
maxims and moral concepts of Christianity furnish 
an adequate sanction 6f personal rectitude, and 
he accuses Emerson of being no Christian at all. 
Still, he believes this production to be

"perhaps the most practical of Mr. Emer
son’s works: that is where we readily 
see most closely connected the idea and 
its application," and " we say the style is clear, and so it is." 1

During the hey-day of its existence, the 
Knlokerbook er witnessed the glorious rise of such 
eminent literati as Irving, Bryant, Longfellow, 
Whittier, Poe, Hawthorne, Lowell, Thoreau, and a 
score or more of others of leaser reputation. 
Clark, as his editorials amply testify, held these 
men in the greatest respect. In referring once 
to Whittier, he regrets that certain pretentious 
poetasters should receive recognition for their

I. Ibid.. LVII : 217.



49

Inferior rhymes, while a poem like "The Prisoner 
for Debt" must occupy a secondary place. "Whittier," 
he declares,

"has enriched our literature with numerous 
fine compositions in prose as well as 
verse$ and his renown is sufficiently 
loud to be heard by the humbler classes, 
which is more than can be said of some self- 
advertising hurdlings of the day, who 
force themselves into temporary fashion 
but not into fame," 1

Regarding Hawthorne and his "House of the 
Seven Gables", Clark has little to give but 
commendations. He praises the author’s highly 
ornate yet vigorous style, his skillful character 
painting, and his exquisite appreciation of the 
beautiful in nature. He refrains from uttering 
other opinion of him, fearing lest he "set him 
back in the estimation of the readers" and adds 
that “Hawthorne ranks amongst the highest in 
our literature." 2.

Apparently Clark and Irving were on terms 
of intimate friendship, and he had an especial 
predilection for that genial author and his works,

1.3.
Ibid..
I M c U .

VII :
XXXVI

549.
: 264.



a sentiment which Irving no doubt heartily re
ciprocated, as he always remained a valued con
tributor to the Knickerbocker» Clark would have
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us believe that Irving was not animated by any 
sordid ambitions to literary fame, but that his 
claim to distinction rested solely on his merit. 
"Irving*1, he writes,

"handled themes of universal interest, 
in a manner that awoke universal sym
pathy, wherever the English tongue was 
spoken. And having thus won the coy 
world’s ear by the magic of his words, 
she listened everagter to each new 
tale he found to tell her. His style, 
how clear it was; and how bright and 
genial, and serene and loving was the 
nature that shone through it." 1

Americans have a decided sense of humor, 
and Clark was no exception to this rule. The 
"Editor’s Table is replete with a refined hu&or, 
some of it pungent enough; some of it on the 
other hand gently satiric, but withal individual 
and original. As a specimen may be cited the case 
of the young lawyer, who had received M s  first 
note for collection. As the delinquent was a 
country customer, the attorned penned hie a missive

1. Ibid.. LV : 99,
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in due form, stating he left his note for 
collection, that it"had run a long time" and 
that his immediate attention was solicited in 
the matter« Ten days later the lawyer received 
a reply from the customer, in which the latter 
lamented the length of time it takes for a 
letter to reach him, and finally he writes as 
a postscripti"As to that note; you say it has 
run a long time, I can only say as the hoy said 
of molasses, "Let her run"« Sometimes his hu$or 
consists in his comical manner of treating things 
trivial or insignificant in themslves, or making 
serious things seem ridiculous. His aptitude in 
Inventing these little witticisms proceeds large
ly from his reseate outlook upon life and from 
hie own sanguine and optimistic temperament. We 
note the following amusing queries:

"How old was Methuselah before he had sowed his wild oats? What time did he 
leave off wearing frocks? He may have 
been a hard hoy at four hundred and 
perhaps exhibited infantile precocity even In his hundred yearsJ" 2.

id., XXXVIII i 44. 
$$.. XXVHI I 79U
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Clark was also a philosopher of a sort.
Some of his conceptions are very idealistici 
others again quite utilitarian. We can detect, 
too, a tendency toward the rampant pantheism 
of his day, and he shares the faults and defects 
of that system, namely, incertitude and obscurity 
of thought. Speaking of the inner life of man, 
he defines it as

“that ethereal spiritual nature, which 
by an incarnation only lees mysterious than that of the Son of God,» is in 
present temporary alliance and partnership with our animal nature; which its
elf imperishable and immortal, measures 
the cycle of its -¡probation burdened 
with a dead body,” 1
The “Table" excelled, too, in the relation 

of humorous anecdotes and in tender reflections 
on various events of more somber import. The 
readers welcomed this balanced ration; many wrote 
letters congratulating the editor on the choice 
literary diet which was served them, Irving him
self informed Clark as follows: "I am glad that
you are at last presenting the public with a2
collection of your work in the Table.n

l.Ibid,. XIV i 388.
2.L. G. Clark, Knick-Knacks from an Editor*3 Table, p. 49.
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The serious side of life impressed Clark,
deeply, and he never failed to dwell upon it
with a delicacy and pathos compatible with the
solemn nature of the subject. He once paid a
visit to Greenwood Cemetery, where he observed
a white, marble stone surrounded by a wreath
of exquisitely carved reses and faded lilies.
On approaching the tablet he read the short but
expressive epitaph, "Chaucer, our only Boy."
Then he comments briefly upon the situation!

"What a consolation to that bereaved 
mother, who dally visits the grave, 
where the remains of her beloved boy 
lie in their last reposei It is well 
with the child early called to heaven...." 1
On another occasion Clark wrote a very 

comical and mirth-provoking article on the 
proverbial nine lives of the cat. Then digress
ing from his topic, he interrogated his readers 
ooncering the subject,

"Speaking of oats, did you ever meet, 
good reader, with a newly invented 
musical instrument, termed, if we re
member aright, "The Category?"

As we read further, we at length ascertain that
the "Category" may signify two things, either a

l.Knickerbocker Magazine. XL : 545.
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man "who can’t play a piano, or a piano which 
is out of tune." In order to bring his point 
home, the editor recounts the story of the 
irascible Irishman, who entered a restaurant 
in a grouchy humor and snapped out an order for 
rabbit stew. As he sat there, suddenly someone 
commenced to touch the piano.

"Hp jumped the impatient customer, and 
jerking his hat down upon his head, with 
decided emphasis he exclaimed: "Look o’ 
here now! If you’re killin’ thim cats 
I can’t wait! I thought you said the 
stew was ready! and away he popped." 1
It has been shown what a power for good 

the"Editor’s fable" was, and how much it con
tributed to the popularity of the Knickerbocker.
Its principal merits lay in the univ- rsal interest, 
and wholesomeness of the topics it treated, in 
its easy and agreeable style, in its tolerance 
and magnamlmity towards all* and in its deep 
undercurrent of humor and pathos.
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CHAPTER V
The Prose of the Magazine

The period between 1830 and 1860 waa char
acterized by a great intellectual effeversconce,
"The country, conscious of its national develop
ment, was aroused to activity in all fields of 
endeavor," Although there were manifold antag
onistic forces in fermentation, " the literary 2
life of the nation made great and notable strides,"
The level of popular education was raised by the
ubiquitous establishments " of free secondary
schools and Institutions of higher learning, Hew
York forged ahead in population in education and3
in the number of her literary men." Innumerable 
dailies and weeklies were founded. Thus the average 
citizen became an habitual reader. Diverse indust
ries were exploited, commerce was promoted, and 1 2 3

1. A. B. Hart, Slavery and Abolition. Hew York, 
Harper Brothers"," 1906 in 20 Yols^ V. 16, p, 31, 
Wiiiiat: B. Cairns History of Amerioan Literature Hew York, Oxford University Press, 1912, p. 16l,
2. Bliss Perry, American Spirit in Literature 
Hew Haven, Yale University Press, 1921, p, i04.
3. Walter C, Bronson, Op, oit.» p* 107,



56

huge wealth was amassed, "large fortunes and the 
general public prosperity afforded leisure for 
abstract studies," All this favored the growth 
of a love for beauty, art and a general cultiva
tion of aesthetics.

There is a variety of subjects in the prose 
section of the Kniokerbooker Magazine, The prose, 
as a matter of fact, excelled the poetry, both in 
subject matter and in treatment. It can be class
ified or divided under three general headings: 
tales, travels, and biographies.

Indian life was to American writers of the
"seventeenth and eighteenth centuries a frequent

2
subject for narratives and descriptions." But
when the Knickerbocker opened its first number,
there was a growing reaction against it, "The
people were more or less interested in American

3.life, but their interests went further." 1 2 3

1. Ibid.. p. 108.
2. Bliss Perry, Op, clt., p. 43,
3. Ibid.. p, 8& •
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In 1822 Irving had published his Bracebridge Hall.
In 1824 Tales of a Traveller, and in 1828 cane the 
Life of Columbus, Longfellow, in 1835, had pub
lished Outre-ier. with its reminiscences of France, 
Spain and Italy* The Interests of the public was 
not content alone on American subjects but also 
European life*

An able paper on the life of Talleyrand
appeared in the May issue of 1834, The author
briefly sketched the works of Talleyrand, then he
goes on into a discussion of the life of the man.
Apparently the author was well acquainted with the
minister. He recalls one of the instances in
which he was dining with the Minister,

"My mother was renowned for her beauty. She 
was certainly the handsomest woman I have 
ever seen." "Ah"ireplies Talleyrand look
ing him through and taking his measure,
"it was your father who was not good looking," 1

General Lewis Gass, the secretary of the state
and for some time a diplomat in France contibuted2
a paper entitled "Dusts of Travles." The title 
is somewhat deceptive, for the author does not

1, Knickerbocker Magazine. Ill : 281,
2, m v ' i v r i i v m . —



discuss his travels, hut brings out his reflect
ions on his associations with Louis Philippe,
Thus he speaks while standing on a beautiful day 
in autumn upon the hill whose summit is crowned 
by the famous Chateau of Saint Cloudi

"Our lakes and rivers, plains, valleys and 
forests are impressed with a character of 
vastness, if I may coin an abstract term, 
which is itself one of the attributes 
of true sublimity and which produce upon 
the traveller who visits them emotions 
which no after events in life can efface," 1

Here Cass tries to impress upon his readers that
America is beautiful. Indirectly he inspires a
love and respect for American scenery. But he
does more when he says:

"Western life and Parisian life have 
their peculiar characteristics, but give 
me the freedom and the excitement of our forests, and I will cheerfully relinquish 
all participation in the efforts of Paris
ian cooks, even when they repair to their 
labor in their own carriages". 2

The biographies that appeared in the Knicker
bocker are not numerous. The Magazine did not 
intend to specialize in them. However, about four 
biographies or discussions of the lives and works

1.Ibid.« XVIII : 244. 
2.Ibid,. XVIII : 248.
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of men appeared yearly. Speaking of Diderot , 
an anonymous author says of him:

"Ho one has ever thought of erecting a 
monument in his honor, but in his mem
ory there is something at once grand, 
and charming; his Is the genius of 
paradox, the heroism of audacity and 
passion. On his shoulders he bears the nineteenth century as old Atlas bore the world."

The author calls him the first great writer, who
belongs to the modern democratic society. And
concludes his article by saying,

"We who are of his friends, at least of 
those of whom he thought confusedly as 
afar and for whom he has written, we 
will not be ungrateful, we will render 
cheerful homage to his simplicity, to 
his sympathy, to the delicacy and rich
ness of this views and thoughts. For all of us Diderot is a man good to 
study closely." 1
Although there are numerous biographies of 2

foreign men the Knickerbocker also produced
3various sketches of prominent American men.

1VI : 31.
Curler, III : 17; Chasee, I i 67; Dante 
Pitt XDIII : 58,; Keat, LV t 392.

XIII $ 34 J. W. Gould; I :287 Webster; 
Thoreau; XXIX j 562, Washington.

*
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Edmund Kean, a dramatist who chose America for 
his country, is discussed at length# The author 
does not try to put him on a pedestal, but mere
ly relates "his own observations on Kean's life,

1
character, and genius. " The very first issue 
of the Knickerbocker, opened with the "Hfemoirs 
nf Robert C « Sands Tfby Wm. Cullen Bryant, Biog
raphies in those days, just as to-day, were of 
interest to the public ? hence the magazine felt 
its demand and produced various sketches on prom
inent men of the past and of the day.

In the March issue of 1839 Washington Irving 
introduces himself to the public with the follow
ing letter addressed to the editor, Lewis Gaylord 
Clarki-

"Slr$- I have observed, as a man advances 
in life, he is subject to a kind of plethora of mind doubtless oooasaioned by the 
vast accumulation of wisdom and experience 
upon the brain, hence he is apt to become 
narrative and admonitory. I have a great 
honor of becoming the orable, 1 have al
ways sought to ease off this surcharge of 
the Intellect by means of my pen and hence 
have inflicted divers gossiping volume 
upon the patience of the public, I am 
tired of writing volumes. They do not 
afford exactly the relief I require. I am 1

1. Ibl&L» H I  * 101.
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growing too indolent and unambitious for 
anything that re ulres labor or display,I have thought, therefore, of securing 
myself a smug corner in some periodical 
work, where X might, as it were lull at 
my ease in my elbow-chair and chat soci
ably with the public as with an old friend, 
on any chance subject that Sight pop into 
my brains,"
Thus Washington Irving, under the pen name 

of Geoffrey Crayon, had established himself a 
regular contributor to the Magazine, His contrib
utions to the Knickerbocker were many, but not 
varied in subject matter, as the titles would

Legend of Spain" f"i)on Juan", In all these con
tributions Irving does not delve into life. He 
presents his readers with a charming, simple 
narrative of Spain, They are fictitious tales 
which he gathered during his sojourn abroad, "The 
course of our legendary narration now returns 
to notice the fortunes of Count Julian," he says

1
seem to indicate î"The Bermudas". "Letters from

8 3

1.2.
3.
4.
5. Ibid,I

XV i 17,
XVL : 58, XXXIII : 262. 
XXIV $ 165. 
XvII ï 236,
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at the opening of "The Legend of Don Roderick.Tt 
These tales take the reader hack to the time of 
chivalry, to the years when the Moors made var
ious invasions upon Spain, "When the years of 
Redemption, 701 A.D. Wltiaia was elected to the 
Gothic throne, his reign gave promise of happy 
days to Spain," Irving, with these tales of 
romance and chivalry, was giving to the readers 
of the Knickerbocker."his Spanish wanderings 2
which were of great interest to the public,"

But Washington Irving, was not the only
Knickerbocker contributor whose writings gained
permanency. Hawthorne presented to the Magazine
a few stories which he afterwards inserted in
his, "Twice Told Tales," A single paragraph from
the opening of "Dr* Heidegger's Experiment" seems
to characterize the rest of his contributions.

"That very singular man, old Dr. Heiddeger, 
once invited four venerable friends to 
meet him in his study, There were three 
white bearded gentlemen, Mr* iedbourne, 
Colonel Kiiiigrew, and 1 r. Gascoigne, and 
a withered gentlewoman whose name was the 1 2

1. Ibid,. XXIII * 263.
2. Richard E. Burton, Literary headers of America 
Boston, Lothrop Publishing Co,, 1901. p. 30,
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widow Wycherly, They were all melancholy 
creatures who had been unfortunate in life* 
Mr. Melbourne, in the vigor of his age, 
had been a prosperous merchant but had lost 
all by a frantic speculation. Colonel 
Killlgrew had wasted his best years, his 
health and substance in the pursuit of 
sinful pleasures, which had givenbtrth to 
a brood of pains. Mr. Gascoigne was a ruin
ed politician, a man of civil fame. As for 
the widow Wyoherly she was of great beauty 
in her day but on account of scandalous 
stories she had lived in deep seclusion*" ^
The amazing feature of this paragraph is 

its conciseness. In a few sentences Hawthorne 
brings to the mind of the reader four distinct 
types of sinners. He merely suggests the atmos
phere, "a singular old man, once invited four 
venerable friends." Here, as in his other con
tributions, he becomes the moralist. As it has 
been previously stated, the period in which the 
Knickerbocker appeared was dominated by sentiment
ality. Hawthorne, as an earnest Puritan, brings 
out his temperamental earnestness. These four men 
are types not to be imitated, but rather to be 
avoided,

John Waters, the pen name of Henry Cary, Esq.,,

1« Knickerbocker Magazine LIV ; 515,
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was a voluminous contributor, not only of poetry
but also of tales. "The Iron Footstep " Is typical
of his contributions. It is a ghost story which
is told among soldiers. But it has a quiet humour
which cannot be lost by the reader. His opening
paragraph brings out the atmosphere:

’When I expect a visit from my friends,
I descent into my wine vault. There with 
keys in hand, I unloose the spirit of 
the mighty past, and restore in their 
happiest temperament and condition, and 
to their bright and animated destines, the effulgent glories of the grape," 1
Waters brings out to his readers a pleasant 

and humorous story, Hot a worn is said of the 
aristocrat. The story, dealing with the life of 
common people, is developed in a simple manner.

In the Boston Courier for June,17, 1848,
Lowell had published his famous "Biglow Papers", 
These papers were written in a yankee dialect. 
Charles Godfrey Leland published in the Knickerbock
er various poems under the quaint title of "The 
Sketph Book of lr.Keister Karl. Jftiese were after
wards collected and published in one volume under

1» Knickerbocker Magazine. LIV : 435.
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the title of Hans Breitman’s Ballad. "Keister 
Karl" starts upon an imaginary tour through 
Europe: hut such a voyage en-zig-zag that as no 
man ever took before* Time ana space are nothing 
to the author. The Rome of Pope Pius, and the 
Rome of Julius Caesar, are the same thing to 
Keister Karl* He flatters Cleopatra and Ninon 
de Lenolos in the same breath. Now he is tramp
ling with the Crusaders, or Joining the process
ion of the Boeuf Gras* Sometimes, he dreams away 
a day in Old Province, or swings in a gondola on 
the Grand Canal of Venice, or holds an ethical 
dialogue with the devil on the summit of the 
Strasbourg Cathedral*

These articles arc written in the droll broken 
English, which is spoken by the German in America. 
One of the characteristics which Leland brought 
out is the fact that the German confounds the soft 
and hard consonant. Thus to Leland, kiss becomes 
giss; count - gount; fine - vine; priest - breest; 
begging - peggingj terrible - derrible.

All in all, He leister Karl is full of 
humour, due to the situations and the language.
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Perhaps Leland was influenced by the Billow Pacers, 
but as to this nothing definite can be ascertained» 

Hature in America is beautiful and magnifi
cent, But it lacks the element of tradition to
day as it did a hundred years ago, There were no 
massive cathedrals in Hew fork or Philadelphia in 
the nineteenth century# However, "Europe had a
level of culture and tradition which America1
failed to have" The people themselves, if one 
is to Judge from the content of the Knickerbocker 
Ua^azlne. were interested in the did World,

Eev. Wllllai Ware of Boston was one of the 
first to contribute to the Knickerbocker articles 
which dealt with Europe, either of the past or 
the present. In his "Betters from Palmyra", which 
appeared in 1835, he rolls back the tide of time, 
and narrates of Ancient Palmyra,

From 1835 to the discontinuance of the Maga
zine . in practically every issue there appeared 
some sketch of Europe, In these sketches the 
American public was given an insight into the 
traditions of Europe, into the customs and the life

1* W. C, Bronson, American Literature, p. 111.
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of the European, and into European scenery» One 
may conclude that this was not purely American»
But America then, as it is to-day, contained a 
great percentage of foreigners. These latter 
after their arrival to this country would tell 
of the Old World, and thus arouse within the 
individual a certain curiosity. Furthermore, 
the means of travelling were not so satisfactory 
as they are to-day. Accordingly, the public must 
have welcomed these sketches of European travels 
with great interest.

The articles pertaining to Europe were in 
the form either of letters or of essays* These 
sketches were not restricted to any particular 
land, but as the titles indicate they took in

1entire Europe, "An Excursion in Switaerinriri«2 — ----- --w" 1 ■ ■■ ■■ *
’’Three Hours at St. Cloud", "Versailles" .»Letters

3 ‘ -------5—  -------
J3rom Rome" , "A Visit to Florence". But one should
not be under the impression that the sketches treat
only of scenery, for "Recollections of a City in
Europe" which appeared from September to December,

XII*5- , 1 - 304; 2 - 443 XVII : 170 .
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1858, takes the reader to HA Ball at the Hotel 
of the Minister”. "The Catacombs of laris" and 
"A Sunday in London”»

But the Knickerbocker went a step further# 
Keeping In mind one of its purposes, the Magazine 
gave the American public sketches of American 
scenery and life. James K. Paulding who was among 
the earliest distinguished contributors, furnished 
the Magazine with many articles which were more 
or less his reflections on American scenery. Lit
erally he was a true American* He loved his 
country. He was a keen observer and lover of nature, 
"A Ramble in the Woods, and what the Writer saw and 
Heard There" appeared in the Kay issue of 1859,It 
is one of his typical contributions. The writer 
apparently is accustomed to spend Sunday in the 
woods, where he "ruminates, ponders and dreams."
Then he goes on speaking of "the voice of the
ploughman cheering or chiding his team: the ratt-1
ling of the sonorous wagon over the rough road."
Thus he creates within the mind of the reader a 
love and respect for the beautiful scenery of the 
American country life.

l.Ibld.. XIV $ 319.



Francis Parkman, one of the outstanding 
American Historians of the nineteenth century, 
published his famous "Oregon Trail" in the Knick
erbocker in a serial form from April, 1847, to 
July, 1848,Si these serials the reader found thrill
ing accounts of Western adventures* Every issue 
of the Knickerbocker contained one or more articles 
which dealt directly with American life and count
ry, The titles will suffice to show their variety 
* 1 2  

"A Night on lake Erie" , "Sketches of the West" ,3 4
"Texas" « "Indian Legends and Sketches" » "Ameri-----------  ---------- g------- ------------------------------------- ------------

can Antiquities" .
If one were to judge the American public 

from the prose contributions of the Knickerbocker, 
one must infer that, in comparison with the previous 
century, it was a period of wide reading. The peo
ple became interested in foreign lands, in their 
own traditions, and in their lives.

It is natural that this constantly recurring 
picture of American scenery, manners and customs 1 2 * 4 5

1, Knickerbocker Magazine
2, Ibid., XXV ! 186«
5. ïbîd» XXVII: 248.4, Ibid.,XVII: 198 .5. TfficL . XXII: 323 .

XXII ! 241
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in the literature of the day made an indelible 
impression upon the minds of the people. The 
facilities for travelling were few, and the press 
therefore formed a potent means of communication 
between whole sections which otherwise would have 
remained isolated from each other. This in
genious portrayal of American life and all it 
stands for brought into closer and more cordial 
proximity^. large and widely separated parts of 
the population, instilled a love of country, in
culcated civic virtue and strengthened political 
unity.
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CHAPTER VI.
The Prose of the Magazine 

Part II.
The prose considered in the previous chap

ter was of an entertaining nature. In this chap
ter it is the intention to consider that type of 
prose whose primary purpose was more or less to en
lighten the intellect. Of course, it must be grant
ed that no fine distinction can really be made.
For, to a scientific mind, an article on atoms will 
entertain, but it will also give details which are 
of informative nature.

In the second chapter of this thesis, it was 
stated that the Knickerbocker "was an entertaining 
type of magazine" because it excelled in articles 
whose chief purpose was to entertain. The last 
three chapters attempted to prove the statement.
.bike the modern contemporary magazines, however, 
the Knickerbooker published various articles whose 
purpose was to spread knowledge of existing condit
ions and things. Among these articles can be class
ified criticisms, satires, and discussions.

Perhaps it may appear somewhat queer that 
such a lengthy discussion be given to this critic
ism. Yet it must be remembered that Cooper was given



by editor Clark the opportunity to bring out his
views on the life of Scott* Furthermore, Cooper
had met Scott during a visit in Paris and was
thus personally acquainted with the man. Other
literary men of this period were busily engaged
in the formal discussion of foreigh authors.
Lowell in 1843 had published a series of papers

1on the "Old English Dramatists? Poe in 1842 had
published his "famous reviews of Longfellow's2Baliads", Dickens1 "Barnaby Rudge? etc. All in 
all criticism was now becoming in America a 
disoinot form of literature*

Cooper is ranked among the contributors of 
the Magazine. But so far as it has been possible 
to ascertain, he contributed only one paper.
Lockhart had published a life of Sir Walter Scott, 
Cooper, feeling that "A very important work had 
been assigned to a very improper person," denounced 
it in an article of the Knickerbocker which was

72

1, William B. Cairns, A History of American Lit
erature . New York, Oxford University rress, p. 269. 2* Ibid.. p. 418.

r
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published in October, 1838. He denounces this 
Life of Scott as "mystified and insincere, false 
in principles, and dangerous to the youngj" averr
ing that it exposed motives of action on the part 
of the renowned novelist that were "never admitted 
by the upright and never avowed by the sensitive". 
He concludes his introduction by saying*

"We think the voice of trath should be 
drawn to the really distinctive traits 
of Scott, in order that public opinion 
may settle down in decisions that are neither delusive nor dangerous«"

In short, Cooper states that Lockhart "
"had called upon his readers to venerate a name, that, in a moral sense, owed its 
extraordinary exaltation to some of the 
most barefaced violations of the laws 
of rectitude that ever distinguished the charlatanism of literature." 2

Although, Cooper adversely criticizes Lockhart's 
attitude in writing the life of Scott, yet he has 
the greatest admiration for Scott. He criticizes 
him fairly, and brings out various facts illustrat
ive of Scott’s true character. He takes some 
facts of Scott’s diary and draws his conclusion: * 3

1

1. fBiPXerbook e r *agazine XII : 348 to 366.3. Ibid., XII : 351.
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"It appears by the Diary that lady Scott 
had been gradually wasting away for two 
years, On the eleventh of Kay, he leaves 
Abbotsford for Edinburgh, with a perfect 
consciousness of the danger of his wife.
He remains there until the fifteenth, when he gets the news of lady Scott’s death.
The Diary tells us that she had been much 
worse for the last two days. When he 
left Abbotsford, Scott complains, it is 
true, of the necessity of leaving his wife, 
at such moments; but we nowhere learn 
what that necessity was. Important, all- 
important , as this reason is, in making 
up an estimate of the heart and real 
character of his subject, Mr, Lockhart 
does not add a word of explanation to what is said in the Diary," 1

The third part of Cooper's review of Lockhart's 
Life of Scott deals with Scott as a writer. He 
gives credit to Scott's biographer for not "over
rating the novelist's powers". Regarding the 
novelist Cooper says:

"His sole object was to direct the im
agination of his readers, or perhaps it 
were still true to say, that he gave 
vent to the workings of his own fertile 
imagaination, and dashed on paper the passing images of his teeming brain. 
i;i® incidental reflections were seldom 
profound or original, though they were 
agreeable and introduced with tact.
The greatest peculiarity of Scott, as a writer, was tact in throwing a high de
gree of grave around all he did. He 
has been surpassed in invention, in power, in vividness of description; in

1.Ibid., XII j 362,
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nice delineation of characters even, 
though rarelyj but he has never been 
equalled in this facutly. But he had 
a just estimate of men, more especially 
in their vices and weakness; and thus 
we find, that while most of his loftiest 
characters are the heroes of tradition, 
his representatives of vice are inventions, that betray an intimate knowledge of the corrupt workings of the human heart* To 
this peculiarity Scott added high powers 
of imagination, requiring to be quickened 
by associations, and depending as much on 
memory, as on any other faculty of the 
mind* Unaided by legend and traditions and 
reading and the poetical habits of a poetical country, Scott would have had many superiors.n 1,

Cooper concludes his review by stating;
"Had Sir Walter Scott not been so great a 
man in the estimation of the world, he 
would have been a much more estimable man, in a moral point of view; and had 
he been a more estimable man, in a moral point of view, it is not probable he 
would have been so great a man in the 
estimation of the world." 2

u. ouch an article appearing at a time when 
Scott’s genius was more general and profound than 
at any other period, it aroused a great deal of 
comment* In the December issue of the same year 
a reply to the attack was made. The reply was * 2

1« Ibid*« XXI $ 364*
2. Ibid,, XII : 364.
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made on the grounds that Cooper had failed 
"to fully substantiate his charges of criminal
ity" and that no human being is "morally perfect 
Regarding Cooper's estimât* of the rank of Scott 
as a novelist, the anonymous author of this re
ply says "its justice, and candor, heed no illus- 2
tration." Regarding the attack on Scott's 
character, however, the author of the reply says;

"Cooper has come before the world, of 
his own accord, with ostentatious pre
tentions to superior virtue, honor, truth, etc., etc,, and, under such 
hich impulses, has assailed, with per- 
serving industry, the moral character 
of one of the greatest men of any age 
or country* We appeal to the reader, 
to decide he has sustained his accusat
ions in the slightest degree. Has he 
not been guilty of a greater amount 
of "fraud" than he has attempted to 
establish against Sir Walter Scott?
If a negative be conceded to our first 
question ar an affirmative one to our 
second, then, as we intimated at the comm
encement of this article, our critic 
must be content to endure that penalty 
which he has sought to inflict on the 
illustrious object of his calumnies." S
These two articles appeared under the head

of the literary Hotices* Such harsh criticism was 1 2 3

1. Ibid.f XII : 508.2. Ibid., XII ; 520.
3. Ibid*. XII : 520.
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not out of the ordinary. Clark, who edited this 
section of the laga&lne* would generally show the 
good features of a hook and merely touch the had 
ones. Regarding the second volume of 1'acaulay*s 
"History of England”, he says:

"Each sentence tells one thing; strikes 
one blow, and no more. But the blow is 
truly aimed} it hits with a quick, sharp 
ringing stroke, and it never fails to fell,"1

Of the Pickwick Banere. the reviewer says: "Of
all humorous writers of the present era, commend
us to the renowned author of the Papers of the
Pickwick club," In every issue there appeared
three or four critical reviews on current fictions,
in which Clark proved his views on the style of
the work through quotations.

Various satires appeared from time to time 
in the Knickerbocker. Some of them were local; 
that is, they aimed at ridiculing some particular 
man or conditions as existing in Hew York, But 
the majority of these satires dealt more or less 
with the critics of American literature. A

2# A few which may be cited are Gleanings in Eurone by Cooper, X:350; The Deerslayer W  C o o i l e ~ r ~ T T f . 
Twice-Told Tales by Hawthorne XIX:282: Poets and 
Poetry of America by Griswold XIX:584; Tfanlsh student by Longfellow XXII : 170,

3
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satire can be in prose, poetry or drama. It 
Judges events and belittles their importance.
But generally it aims "to ridicule, or reform, 
or both". It is in this latter sense that the 
terms is employed with references to the satires 
of the Magazines,

"American Poets and their Critics” was a 
reply to an attack made upon certain American 
poets. The attack appeared in an American quar
terly* but as the author of "American Poeta and
their Critics" intends " to eschew all perean-3
allty and avoid touching the man"e. ft has not been 
possible to ascertain the name of the author of 
the attack* Timothy Flint, who replies to it in 
a satirical way, says of the man who attacked 
the American poets:

"In Hibernia, he was "raised"; to America 
he came - in Philadelphia he pitched 
his tent; and rejecting physics, took 
to trade, in which he now transacts a 
decent business, in a small way. At 
present our censor is determined not to 
be entirely occupied in the linen line".

The author had made the charge that "America had 1 2

1, Louise Dudley, Study of Literature. Boston, Houghton Mifflin C^; 1928, p, 1 2 6.—
2. Knickerbocker Magazine IX :
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no great long poem - no big book of American 
metre%  But Fling says of his work, that 
He had been forced to send a manuscript volume 
of his to London because the publishers on this 
side of the water cannot see its merits." *

Other similar satires appeared from time to 
time, Horace Mann was a leading educator of the 
nineteenth century# In an article "Hew-Year *8 
Resolution" Clark ridicules some of the theories 
on education which were advanced by Mann. At the 
very beginning he saysi "Mr. Mann will make a 
new onset at the evils of common schools and 
determine this year to do more than ever for the 
republic." Then continuing he adds " A step 
farther back, if you please, Mann.1 You are 
doing a good work, perhaps, but have you learned 
the subsoiling? Will you write a good work upon 
infant education? Oh we do not mean a book about 
cordials and anodynes, to stop babies from crying, 
while mami a goes to the theater or a party. But

4*.' IV t 17 2Z. XXIX : 1.
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we do mean a book which shall deal with the
sprouting Blind, the tendril shoots of infancy,1
and show how to train them.1 11

This comment on Mann as it stands has no 
great significance» Horace Mann “labored con
stantly for the upbuilding of the schools of the 
state and was not without dee|> conviction on the 
subject of popular education“ » "His reformatory 
measure at which he aimed so strongly were con
sidered at that time more or less of an “expert—3
mental nature“»

Timothy Flint, during his editorship of 
the Magazine. devoted several pages criticizing 
■Domestic Manners of the Americans, by Mrs. Troll
ope» His descriptions of her personal appearance, 
of her habits in society and Judgment in business 
matters is not complimentary, &e satirizes and 
ridicules her» "Trollope" he says "What a name.*
Oh Lord.’" He concludes in sarcasmsi

"Let her correct the visible rudeness 
and boorishness of manners, that seems 
to be growing up from our habits of

1. Ibid,. XXIX ; 4,
2* Edwin Grant Dexter, op. cit.. p, 99. 

Ibid»» p* 101»



equality, ana being all as though in
mates of a public house on the road 
in steamboats. Her rebukes have al
ready done visible good# lay they do 
morei 1#
The Knickerbocker produced from time to time 

various articles which are of an informative 
type. They are not purely informative, however, 
but since this element la dominant they can be 
classified in this chapter. These articles can 
justly be termed discussions. They are not crit
icisms, nor satires, nor biographies, but merely 
sketches of information of a man's finding. These 
discussions can be classified under three head
ings, historical and scientific.

!,The American Revolution" by J» R. Tysoh is 
an article in which the author expounds the theory 
that: "The colonists of sorth America brought 
with them from England the seeds of the revolution. 
He proceeds to prove his point by showing "the 
influence of the establishment of Free Towns, the 
influence of the doctrines of M l  ton and Bacon, 
the influence of the reformation."

£• ^ QM-rbocker Magazine. II : 286 to 292.2. Ibid.. XII : 12.
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He believes that these were the elements with 
which the colonists imbued the spirit of their 
children which finally let to the separation of 
America from England*

"JjBSEfi. and, Scandal" is a paper in which the
author argues that the typical American is r,more
chaste and the general tone of American society
more pure than the European", He attempts to
prove his theory by citing a few examples* Then
he tries to trace the reasons why an American
is purer than an ¿Air ocean# He concludesi

"Our superiority in both these respects 
nay be correctly attributed to those 
^niritan sentiments, from the influence 
of which not even those of our states which were settled by the Cavaliers are altogether exempt." 2

The second type of discussion which appeared 
in the Kniclcerbooher can be classified under 
scientific# These were not reflections of indiv
idual men, but were the results of various re
searches made by scientific men of the time. Of 
course, it must be readily admitted that these

XXXIII i 527# 
XXXIII i 529,
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were not many of these articles, but at least 
three or four papers a year found themselves 
published in the Magazine«

Dr# Samuel D. Metcalf was the most prom
inent contributor of scientific articles. "His
articles excited much attention in London, in the

1
most learned and scientific quarters". Some of 
the titles of his articles indicate the subject 
matter "Molecular Attraction"/'Terrestial Mag- 
netism", "The Past and the Future", The prop
osition which it was his determination to eluc
idate was "that, under Supreme direction, heat 
was life, and its absence, death"."Calorie was 
at the bottom and was the base of all life."

The field of these scientific papers was as 
broad as the titles indicates. They dealt not 
only in physics and chemistry, but also in bi- 
ology and medicine,

The Knickerbocker Magazine was primarily 
an entertaining Magazine. As it has been pointed 
out in this chapter, it also brought to the Amer
ican public articles which in themselves were 1

1. Ibid., LVIII : 644.
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valuable Information. They were the Investi
gations of Individuals who were leaders In their 
field In those days. As to the criticisms they 
cannot be classified as entertaining, yet they 
were of great Importance. Perhaps they were not 
so numerous, yet practically every issue contain
ed the views of one men toward a subject, All In 
All the informative vein of the Knickerbocker 
which at times was In a dormant state, could not 
be overlooked in this thesis.



CHAPTER VII 
The Translations

As has already been stated , the nineteenth 
century has been termed "The national Era of Am
erican Literature". In order to understand the 
numerous translations of classic works of foreign 
literatures which appeared in the Knickerbocker 
Magazine, it is necessary to glance over the 
products of some American writers of this period, 
Irving had been a diplomat in Spain, where he had 
delved into the wealth of Spanish romantic liter
ature and folk-lore. He furnished the Knicker
bocker with several romances of old Spain of which

2
mention has been made. The Transcendental move
ment had, moreover, established "a contact with
foreign thought, especially the German philosoph-

3ies of Kant and Schilling." Bryant, who was a 
man of great classical culture, published in 1870 
his masterful translations of the Iliad and the 
Odyssey. Thomas Williat Parsons, in 1843, had

1

1, CF ante, p, 55ante. p.2, CF ante, p, 61
3, W. T. Hasting. Syllabus of American Literature Chicago, University*bT Chicago Prees,''1923, p, 47,
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composed an English version of Dante's "Inferno". 
Lowell in 1870 gave to the public his essays 
."Among my Books» which contained learned disser
tations on Rousseau and Dante. In 1867 appeared 
Longfellow's excellent translation of "The Divine 
Comedy". Longfellow, who in 1826 was professor 
of modern languages at Bowdoin College, became 
head of the Roman language department at Harvard 
in 1829, where he had ample opportunity to satisfy 
his interest in foreign literature* The years 1825 
to 1870 were, therefore, marked by a brisk literary 
activity, the result of which enabled the English 
speaking public to read and enjoy through the 
medium of their vigorous and expressive tongue the 
masterpieces of foreign lands. The translators 
deserve great credit for their painstaking indus
try. Their patient assiduity filled a long-standing 
want and made accessible to that part of the read
ing public who did not possess a knowledge of for
eign idioms, the immortal writings of other lands. 
-̂ He Knic^erbocker was one of the channels through 
which this demand was satisfied*



In the very first issue of the Magazine.
under the quaint title of "Horae Germanieae" 
the Knickerbocker began its offering of trans
lations to the public.

"If any one talent in this world of mediocrity be more decidedly rare than the rest, It Is the talent of translation, especially of poetry. Pope’s Iliad for instance, is called a translation cf Homeï'j but does not every school boy of any cleverness know, that though you may translate Homer• s Iliad or M s  Odessey for ever and ever, yet" you never can translate him?" i
The author then after this brief explanation 
begins this series of articles with Goethe’s 
Faust. He briefly explains the plot and the 
characters. The characters are Introduced by 
translations from Lord Levison Gower » The 
author says of these translations "that they 
are not fit for the poet’s corner in a village 
newspaper." The "Horae Germanlcae" lasted for 
two issues; then it disappeared, and in its 
place a variety of poems, appeared. 1 2*

1. Knickerbocker Magazine. I : 34
2 , Les Veterans,'j t 133.: ! Î s tor icat ballads II • 36.Hist oi'icai Pal lad's II • 110

Andrew ëutchel ÏT î 268



Between 1838 and 1845 there appeared hut 
few direct translations. There were translations, 
hut these were excerpts taken from plays and 
great poems. These excerpts were translated In 
order to show the merits of a foreign poet. In 
short, they were presented to strengthen the 
reflections of the author on certain pieces of 
literature.

1
Alexander Pumas'* is a critical study of 

the dramatic genius of the man. The author of 
the article takes up the play Richard Darling- 
ton and analyses it. Then one of the scenes, 
translated into English, is given. But the 
author makes the excuse that "owing to the trans
lation, it has lost a great deal of the original." 
A similar article appeared in May 1837. It m s  
a discussion of Schiller's I ary Stuart. The auth
or says that this subject is f

"Scarcely a favorable one for dramatic com
position, but that Schiller has handled 
the matter, perhaps, with more skill 
than could have been expected from the total want of harmony between the mat
erial and his peculiar genius." 3 1

1. Knickerbocker Magazine. Ill $ 199.
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Apparently there was a demand not only for 
the clas ies of the foreign literature, but 
also for the simpler works. For example there 
appeared “Translations from the German of 
Heider.* They open: "When the Almighty was 
about to create Man, he assembled together 
the archangels in councils around him.“ Thus 
the American public received a free translation 
of the Genesis.

The second decade between 1845 and 1855
and the close of the Magazine appears to be moire
fruitful. Short, little poems appear, but there
is a variety of subject-matter* The translations
are taken from the French, the Italian, the
German, and the Latin classics.

"During the first half of the eighteenth 
century in the colonies the Latin gram
mar school was the prevalent type of 
secondary education. As the name im
plies, these schools were conducted for 
the purpose of teaching I&tin."

However, in the earlier part of the nineteenth
century the high school was developed; "Latin

2
became more or less of an elective."

le Ibid*. IV : 123*
2. Willis L* Uhl, Principles of Secondary Ed
ucation. Hew York ,U£Tver ISurdeit o» Co. , 1^15 p. 48.



But it was not completely foigotten, if one is 
to infer from the contributions to the lagazine* 

Horace has always been popular among the 
Latin scholars. There appeared many translations 
of his .Odea in the Magazine. They are not given 
in prose, but in rhythmical meter. This selec
tion from an American Contributor is taken from 
Carminum Liber HI. Ode IX;

’’Once was I your only pleasure 
There no youth gave such a delight 
Vhile his circling arms did measure 
Round your neck so dainty white.Then I followed to
Happier than the Persian King
Once your heart - ahi now ’tis frozenJBurned not with another flame;
Chloe then was not your chosen 
lydia was a sweeter name 
Then I flourished
Than Illin* s mine a prouder fame*"1

Another selection from Horace, taken from
Ode XX, Book III, appears to be less wooden:

"So long as I was loved by you,
Hor any youth more favor threw His arms about thy neck so while,
1 lived in more than king’s delight.fl2

1» Knickerbocker Magazine liXIII i 410. 2. Ibid.. INI s 154.
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The Editor of the Knickerbocker saw it to
add hi a comment on the Spring-Time from Meleager i

"Unlike many of those who make transla
tions from the writings of others, he 
{Rev* James G. lyons) was himself an 
author of no little ability* Sir William Jones, says that this idyl on Spring 
contains all possible graces of des
cription, and that a more beautiful 
translation can hardly be found*" 1

An excerpt from the translation will show the
worth of the poem:«

The rains and storms of Winter are all
past.And purple Spring is come with smiles

and flowers :The dark Earth now puts on its pure
green crown

Of early grass; the tender plants arise,
Gay with young leaves; the radiant

meadow laughs,And blithely drind the fresh dews of
morn:Sweet morn that fills the springing

herbs with life,"
The translations from the German were many. 

They were taken from the German classics, Sch
iller was foremost in the mind of the translators, 
as is indicated by the number of translations,
"The Ideal"appears to be a good translation 1

1. Ibid,, XXXV : 332.
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according to Clark, who says of it: "it has
kept close to the original in flavor and in 1
"beauty. "

"With all thy visions fondly cherished 
Wilt thou then faithies, from me part?Thy joys thy griefs have they too

perished?Can nought recall them to the heart?
Oh, golden time of life, can never 
Be stayed thy unrelenting tide?
In vain the wish! thy waves forever 
To the eternal ocean glide.” 2

B ;t Schiller was not the only German author who
preoccupied the minds of the translators. For
we find selections from: Treiligrath, The Spectre» 3 4
Caravan; also Uhland's, Dgjng Hero: and Eichen-
dorff's, The Watch Tower. The fcagaaine also
offerred translated tales from the German as

6"The Evening before the Wedding", by Zschokke,
7and "The Italian Campaign", from Waldemar.

The translations from French authors did not 
exceed the German translation, b t they are almost 
as numerous. A striking difference is that very 
few French poems appeared, while the number of

XXXV : 493. 
XXXIII : 13. 
XIII : 134. 
XL : 195. 
XIII * 329. XXXV : 3 9. 
XLVII : 466.
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French prose tales In numerous. add111a. a
French poem from Victor Hugo, is "well rendered".
It Is a narrative poem, and the author kept close
"to the original and rendered it well."

"There lived in Alania the shady 
(Young sparklers give ear to my love)
A grave eyed majestical lady 
The Donna Padilla Del Ilor 
Alanja, whose rock-piled recesses 
In copses are deeply embowered 
Oh! hide your red aprons damsels;
The oxen come down to the ford!" 1

2Among the tales "Captain &arbas".by Kiel:
3"Traditions of the Baltic" from Mariner, and

"Thirty Pigeons in Thirty Days", from Alexander

The various translations which the Knicker
bocker offered to the American public evinced 
for their authors a very high degree of learn
ing. A first-hand acquaintance with the literary 
treasures of one's native language is indeed a 
sign of a liberal education; but where this 
knowledge extends itself to the language and 
literature of other peoples, new realms of thought

Dumas.

1 .  ¿ M i* »  LVI 1



are discovered, the intellectual horizon 
broadens, and the culture becomes truly cos
mopolitan, That the Knickerbocker showed an 
interest in foreign literature speaks very 
well not only for the magazine, but also for 
the American public.



95

CHAPTER Till.
The Poetry of the Magazine

It is generally conceded that the first
six decades of the nineteenth century were more
fruitful in American literature than both the

1
two preceding centuries together. Independ- 
ence was won. In literature proper, the creat
ive impulse was plainly asserting itself. From 
the beginning of the eentury, when Charles Brok- 
den Brown of Philadelphia deliberately took up 
the profession of letters, there was a conscious 
awakening of literary activity. The manifestions 
of that activity were most marked in Hew York, 
and that city, within ten years, had among her 
ninety thousand inhabitants an author - Irving -
who m s  destined to win for American letters some2.
recognition in the literary circles of Europe.

Still progress m s  slow. For after the de
cade that passed between Brown's first novel in 
1793 and Irving's Knickerbocker History in 1809

1. w. C. Bronson, op.cit.. p. 108.
2. William P. Trent.History of American liter
ature. Hew York, D. Appleton Co., 1903, p. 19l.



it was another decade before "there was any
thing worth adding". Then, in 1817, came Bry
ant's Thanatopsis: in 1818, Paulding’s Backwoods
man: in 1819, the poems of Brake and Halleok; 
in 1820, Irving’s Sketch-Book: in 1821, Cooper's 
Spy. Ten years more found some of these writers 
distinguished. In 1832, Bryant, than Editor of 
the New York Evening Post "Was bringing out his

being"widely translated in Europe, and Irving
was coming back from his seventeen year’s res-3
idenoe abroad." Longfellow, Poe, Hawthorne, 
Emerson, Whittier, Holmes and Lowell made their 
appearance in the literary field from 1810 and 
on. Thus the period between 1800 and 1860 "marks
the rise of real American Literature."

The quantity of verse produced between 1830 
and 1860 in the Knickerbocker Magazine is rela-

second volume of poems." Cooper's tales were

4
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tively large* Many writers of verse whose 
poetry appeared in the Magazine are names and 
nothing more, as no details of the authors can 
he found, even when their names were not con
cealed by anonymity* The finished product, 
however, is to be judged by its thought-content; 
hence, its authors matter little.

After the declaration of Independence one 
of the first acts of the country was to forget 
the doctrines of the early Puritans. A final 
ban was laid between Church and State. A new 
era came with the new century. Ho restrictions 
were laid on the Bible, The individual was left 
to himself to interpret it. Thus it is that the 
poetry of the Magazine is imbued with a religious
element.

, 1"Summer", an anonymous poem, is filled with 
a religious fervor, characteristic of many verses 
of the Magazine. Speaking of Cod, the author calls 
Him: "The Unseen spirit of the Universe". The 
author looks for a definition of Man: "What is man, 
I ask, with all his powers?" He then compares 
his life to a beautiful summer* But whafc will all 
these fruits amount to? 1

1. Knickerbocker Magazine IY: 95.
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“Is such the glorious destiny of man?
He the image of his MakerS
Like sweet star that o'er
The mountain trembles, at the dawn of

dayHe will awry into the light of Heaven." 
"What, is Lifer' appeared in April, 1833,

Hot as an agnostic, nor a ealv&nist, the author 
takes up the life of various animals. The eagle 
says "This is life: to soar without peer where 
the lightning gleams." The lion "This is life: 
to hold my domain in the forest wide." The 
whale: "This is the life: to swim the deep."
He thus shows the end of various animals. But 
of man he says:

"It is life, to move, from the heart’s
first throes,Through youth and manhood to age's snows; 

In a ceaseless circle of joys of woes:- 
It is life to prepare for death." 1

Thus the Magazine in its poetry brings out
a certain religious element which is not a cal-
vanistic. It is expression of the faith of man2
in his Creator. 1 2

1. Ibid.. I : 237.
2. A few' of those poems are Drearily Falls the Snow
HVII : 227; XII : fell; 'Leonora XlIY ¥  '197:My Mother XIII : 188: fLe Alture, III : 197; ThouthsHfon XXIX : 26ll ----
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Charming had denounced. Galvanism, in 1809.
He had brought out as one of its doctrines that

"God out of his mere good pleasure, had 
elected a certain number to be saved by 
Christ, and that He had ordained the rest 
of mankind to dishonor and wrath for their sine"*!

A reaction had come, and Unitarianism brought a
pleasing theology* Thus, it is, that hope in a
future life in heaven is the theme of many verses
of the Magazine.

"And when earth grows dreary 
And when hours seem weary As we feel them oft 
Let thy heart not languish 
Cheer thee in thy anguish 
Look aloft - for there is God." 2

William Pitt Palmer, in his poem "Never Fear".
brings out very openly the key-note of hope in
after-life when he says:

"Though rugged the pathway and darkened
the goal.With hope for the future and conscience
the past,Never fear, never doubt in the depths of
the soul,That spite of fate all will be well at
the last." 3

1«Vernon L. Farrington, Romantic Revolution in 
America. Sew York, Hartoourt Lrece~"and do., 1927,p,201,
2. Knlsfaurbpgkgy 1 Qfffi gine» XI ; 213.3. Ibid,. XXIX 5 39,
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James G. Percival, a minor poet of this 
period, brings out the same idea in his "Apos
trophe to Time11:

"When the loud voice of God 
Shall shake the earth, and like a

gathered scroll At his command the boundless skies that
roll;When from the grassy sod

The living soul shall start to life

Thus speak many other verse writers of the 
Knickerbocker. They are convinced of a First 
and Divine Cause. This Cause is to give us an 2
immortal life which will be a life of happiness.

The Unitarian movement toward a liberal
Christianity, as against the rigid Galvanism of
the Church, was one of"the precursors of the3
Transcendental movement". The transcendentalist 
believed in innate ideas. But one of their im
portant teachings was the ability of the soul to

1. Ibid.. XXXIII : 355.
2. A few of such poems are Love Celestial XXXIII :

sublimewilt thou not render back thy spoils, 1
insatiate time?"
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see its creator through nature. Emerson in his
essay on nature had said:

"The world is a remoter and Inferior in
carnation of God, a projection of God into 
the unconscious. The foundations of man 
are not in matter hut in spirit."

This is the theme which underlies many verses
of the Magazine.

"For upright and honest the old farmer was; l 
His God he revered, he respected the laws."

Thus speaks an anonymous writer. It is a beau
tiful tribute to the farmer. From the beginning 
to the end, the reader is made to feel that of 
all earthly callings, there is none in which to 
lead the soul to God, to take it away from the 
vanities of the world and to train the mind with 
a communion with God.

J. A. Swan, a frequent contributor to the
Knickerbocker, in one of his poems savs: ” For2
man is joined to Nature”. Speaking of the gray 
snow-birds, an anonymous writer calls them "En
voys by our Father sent, to banish gloom and3.
discontent."

U2.3. The Old Farmer1 s Elegv.XXXII ; 9i# 
A lay of Life. XXIII ; 65. 
-auT^Tnter . ird XXXIII ; 40.



W. C. Rockwell, brings out the same idea but 
more forcefully in "Our Spring Birds". He has 
discussed the arrival of the various birds at 
springtime, and concludes:

"So through thy hall, oh, human heart,Its inner gloom to light,
Rays of celestial sheen that dart Herald the death of Bight;
Telling full sweetly of a Olime
/here Winter unknown
0f Fields beyond the shore of Time,
With flowers that die not strown." 1
The verse writers of the Magazine enjoyed 

nature to its full extent, but beyond this they 
saw a Cause* This Cause brought joy and know
ledge to their souls through the contemplation 
of the Universe.

"All he sought was the revealing
Of some stream from Living Fountain
Through Earth’s hidden arteries." S.
With this spirit the majority of the poets 

of the Knickerbocker were imbued.
The emotions of the household poetry are 

sincere, although they are not intense. The em
otions of sentimentalism are basically insincere. 1

1. Knickerbocker Magazine XXXIII 2» IoideV XL V m
439.
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’’Sentimentalism is an overemphasis on 
emotion; the emotion does not come as a 
natural result of a sensation or an 
image, hut the sensation or image is 
called forth for the sake of the emotion,11 1

Suppose a man sees a friend in distress and gives 
him assistance. He may do so because he feels 
sorry for him and wants to help him. In this case 
the emotion is the natural result of the action 
and is sincere. On the other hand he may give 
help because he likes to think himself a char
itable person relieving misery. In this case he 
helps the friend, not because he wants to relieve 
distress, but because he wants to feel the emotion 
that will accompany the action, This is sentiment
ality. Therefore, it is fundamentally a pose, 
and is insincere. In this sense the term is to 
be used with respect to the poetry of the Knick
erbocker

Mrs. Sigourney and Miss Sedgwick were contrib
utors to the Knickerbocker. In their days they
were very popular. Their works were more or less2."flowerets of poesy.”

1, Edmund G, Stedmand, loots of America Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin Go., 1889. Vol. II p. ¿33.
2, K, L. Bates. American Literature. Hew York. 
McMillan Co., 1896", p. 104.
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lias Sedgwick sermonized, on the moral and
1domestic virtues of the homestead life.

The tone of Mrs. Sigourney’s writings were 
sane. Clark says of them:

11 What a consolation it must he to Mrs. 
Sigourney, to know that all her writings 
and contributions to this Magazine have 
been Intended to do, and have done goodl" 2

Although her articles were sane, yet they were
sentimental.

"Let us", she writes "in our domestic 
teachings, do all in our power to 
exterpate selfishness, especially 
from the breast of our daughters. 
Selfishness is not to be endured in 
woman. It wars with the nature of 
her duties and subjects her happiness.If nurture of an immortal being for 
immortality is an honorable work, 
and if its earliest impressions are 
allowed to be most indelible, those 
who minister to its humblest wants, partake in some measure of its ele
vated dignity; as the parters and 
hevites derived dignity from the 
temple service, though they dtight not wear the Urim and Thnim of the High 
Priest or direct the solemn sacrifices, 
when the flame of Heaven descended upon the altar.” 3. 1 2 3

1. Ibid., P» 114.
2. fnpc.erbocker.Magazine., LI : 199.3. Ibid.. XXI $ 370.
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Thus Mrs. Sigourney speaks in prose. But 
the very same thing is to he found in her poetry.

"Because thy smile was fair 
Thy lip and eye so bright 
Because thy cradle-care 
Was such a fond delight,
Shall Love, with weak embrace.
Thy heavenward flight detain?Hoi Angel, seek thy place 
Amid you cherub - train." 1.
Again and again she turns a moralist,

through mere emotions. Her poetry is devoid of
pictures or images. Speaking of an old tree she
s&yss

"I too, old friend, when thou are gone,
Shall pensive to my casement go." B.

Miss Sedgwick1a contributions to the Knick
erbocker were comparatively few compared, to the 
number produced by Mrs. Sigourney, But she is 
imbued with the same spirit. As a typical moral- 
ist she writes the blessing in her song:

"To a child
Go and God's blessing on thee rest And every ill restrain 
May peace abide within they breast 
A constant and delighted guest 
And when life’s lamp shall wane 
May heavenly pinions then be given 
To waft thy spirit on to Heaven." 3

1* Ibid..
2. m .
3. Ibid.,

XVII : 210 V $ 239.
IX : 493.
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Longfellow's "Psalm of Life" was first 
published in the Knickerbocker« He, too, foll
ows the example of other subscribers to the 
Knickerbocker. when he says in his poem

"Let us, then be up and doing 
With a heart for any fate«" 1

Another writer to whom reference will be 
made later says:

"Then may my name be registered with theirs 
Whom gallantry holds as honorable men«" 2
One of the aims of the Knickerbocker was to 

establish a "national literature«" From the 
morals which the poets draw from their verse, 
they were apparently bent on improving the morals 
of the country. But never for an instant aid the 
contributors to the Knickerbocker forget the pur
pose of the Magazine, They tried to achieve the 
aim by the use of American subjects, sceneries 
and life«

The originality is brought out by Bryant in 
an Evening Reverie: 1 2

1. Ibid., XII i 231.2. Tines XXXVI : 63.



"0 thou Great Movement of the Universe 
That hearest silently this visible scene Into nights shadow, and streaming rays 
Of starlight, wither art thou hearing me?
I feel the mighty current sweep me on Yet know not wither." 1

Again in the Prairies, we see his original
ity of treatment and thought hut furthermore the 
scenery itself is American. Speaking of the 
prairies he says: "These for which the speech of 
England has no name”. Then he goes into the 
Rocky mountains, Oregon^ Missouri. The scenery 
is American and he describes its beauty with 
fidelity and a solemn religious tone:

” Thus ariseRuins of living things, glorious in
strengthAnd perish, as the quickening breath of

God
Fills them, or is withdrawn." 2 

Bryant was not the only contributor who 
used American scenery in his poetry. The con
tributors at times became intoxicated with the 
idea of nationality in literature and lines like 
these appeared:

1. Knickerbocker Magatine XVII : 141.2. Ibid.. XVII : 205,
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"The morning's light unfurled,
A new, a glorious world •
World of that prophet's dream!
Fruits at the very shore;
Flowers where the eagle soar;
Bright wings in sunlight gleam.
He saw how all was good, for man was free 
The very mooking-tird cried "Liberty." 1.
In poetry at this time between 1830-60 "it

was thought essential that purely American themes
2

and incidents should be utilized," Accordingly the
poetry of the Magazine. Speaking of a New England
Church Yard, an anonymous author says:

"0 Thou that in the beautiful repose 
Of the deep waters, down below the storms 
Art calmly waiting where the coral grows 
With many wonderful and lovely forms." 3

But these poets do not restrict themselves to any 
special spot of America. No. They wander. Here 
the author is adressing these lines to the "Char
ter Oak", near Hartford, Connecticut:

"Speak out in thy wisdom 
Oracular Tree'
And we and our children 
Will listen to thee;
For the love of the aged 
Is dear in our eyes.
And thy leaves and thine acorns 
As relics we'll prize," 4

1. Ibid«. XLIII : 399
2. Walter C. Bronson, op.clt.. p. 42
3. Knickerbocker Magazine, XXXIII : 526
4. Ibid., XIII : 34
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W, H. C .Hosmer, a contributor of a few poems 
to the Knickerbocker in his England and America 
after having eulogised, Chaucer, Spencer, Shakes
peare and lilton says:

’’Though storied Europe of the past may
boastHer heirs of deathless fame, a countless
host,Tombs of the mighty, and ti e wrecks
of art,That stir with mournful memories the
heart;Our own free land is rich in glorious
themesAnd lofty sources of poetic drear s," 1 

All in all the poetry published in the pages 
of the Knlck erboeker is dlstingusihed in many 
cases by a uniformly fine quality. Host of the 
themes treated are homely and common-place, but 
genuinely American. Generally the poems have a 
strong fundamental appeal to heart and patriotic 
sentiment of the American readers, for they immor
talize, as it were, those hallowed scenes and 
sacred associations of home and country. Again 
there are many poems describing nature and things

• t1. Ibid XIII : 115
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ethereal, which show the marked influences of 
Transcendentalism, a variety of pantheism* This 
philosophy had a direct and very emphatic bearing 
upon the thought and literature of this era*



conclusion

It has been a great pleasure to the 
author to investigate one of the earlier Am
erican periodicals, The names of the contrib
utors of this Iiagazine are numerous. Some of 
them are no longer remembered., But many have 
won high honors and praise. Their works have 
become standards of American literature. Am
ong them, one may count Irving, Bryant, Long
fellow, Holmes, Paulding, Leland, ./hittier, 
Hawthorne, Cooper, and others.

The contributions of these represent
ative men have been somewhat analyzed. Of 
course, the author did not connect them direct
ly with the period. For, as it was stated in 
the introduction, the aim of the thesis was to 
present in a narrative manner the history of 
the Knickerbocker Magazine, In as far as it was 
possible, however, comments were made of the 
contributions, and these were linked with the 
outstanding features of the periofr during which 
the Knickerbocker was published.
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Ho one can survey the Knickerbocker with
out marveling at the extent and the variety of 
its contributions. "Hobody can complain" says 
the Boston Daily for August, 1852 "that he does 
not have his money’s worth in so great a variety 
of pleasant reading in the Knickerbocker." The 
Magazine was primarily of an entertaining type, 
but it also contained informative features.
Hence the London examiner justly says of it:

"Its articles are numerous and varied, 
they include poetry, prose, and various 
investigations. It is worthy of im
itation by our Magazines on this side 
of the Atlantic." 1
The prose contributions of the Magazine

were genial and cheerful. But they also were
of a high literary type. As has been shown,
many of them were later published in book fora
and to-day they are read and studied by the
student as well as the scholar. "It is at
once the ablest and best Magazine of its class2on this side of the Atlantic."

1. Quoted in Lewis Gaylord Clark, op.cit. p.230.
2. Albany Daily Register, quoted in Clark, p.230.



Perhaps Longfellow was a little partial, 
yet he did not fall to c las if y the Knicker- 
hooker as "the best American periodical, in-
finitely superior to most English magazines,"
Sir E, B. Lyllon says of it "it is the leading

2American periodical I have yet seen." If men 
of high literary merit passed such favorable 
criticisms, there must have been a reason.
The Knickerbocker did present to the public 
articles of high literary value. Its field of 
endeavor was not restricted to purely American 
subjects; but it depicted the life of Europe 
as well. Through its pages the reader was given 
a clear-cut picture of the traditions and was 
made to feel the beauty of the works of arts.
It still went a step further. It not only 
dwelt on travels, but its contributors present
ed. translations of the classics of foreigh lit
erature which kept close to the original, yet

1

l.Idem. 
2.Idem.
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embodied the spirit and the tone of the original.
The aim of the Knickerbocker has been 

plainly pointea out. Many writers, began their 
literary career through thin Magazine. and thus 
fostered original American literature. Per
haps, the Knickerbocker would have had more 
subscriptions, if Clark had been willing to re
copy articles which had previously been printed, 
either abroad or in the United States. There 
were no copyright laws at that time. As a mat
ter of fact, in the May issue of 1839, Clark 
complains that various newspapers and magazines, 
simply reprinted without due acknowledgement 
various articles which had appeared in the Knick
erbocker. But Clark preferred to stick to the 
original aim, namely, to foster a national lit
erature. The names of the contributors and the 
contributions proved that he achieved his aim. 
Accordingly in 1852 the New York Journal says 
of it! ”It is quite the ablest repertory of or
iginal American Literature.”

1. Ante, p. 31-32-33,
2. quoted in Lewis Gaylord Clark. Ibid.. p. 231.
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During the last ten years, scholars of 
various Universities have done various pieces 
of researeh work in the field of early Amer
ican literature. This survey is only one of 
the many dissertations in the field of American 
literature of the last century. The author 
feels satisfied to have investigated one of
the periodicals which was considered by many

1as 'the best of all American periodicals."
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