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Introduction
What is the Renaissance.

(1) Essentially pagan.
(2) Turning away from the 

last end of man.
(3) Character of the Standard 

Bearers.
(4) Literature (in particular).

Art.
Music.
Politics.
Morality.
Origin.

Influence on the Reformation.
What is the Reformation. (Revolution 
not reformation, never claimed to he, 
but an overthrowing of all religion. 
Denial of all definite dogma and the 
idea even of religious truth.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N  .

In the following pages an attempt is made 
to show that the principles governing the Reform
ation of the Sixteenth Century found their source 
in the Renaissance.

The Political conditions of the times, the in
ventions, the literature and art all play an import
ant part in the successful turning man avzay from his 
Creator, and setting the law of free interpretation 
above the lawful authority of the Church.

Tlie shifting scenes portray a remarkable 
group of interesting characters of this period.
We trace the Renaissance from its first beginnings 
in the teachings of Petrarch, Erasmus, the 
Renaissance Popes, Leo X, Innocent Vll, Boniface Vlll, 
Martin Luther and his followers.

While these efforts in no wise exhaust the 
subject, the purpose has been to show that the 
doctrine promulgated by the humanists of the 
Renaissance,terminated in the great upheavel of the 
Sixteenth Century which shook Europe to its very
foundati on.



The Renaissance, the age that gave man 
birth was indeed a marvelous one. It was an age 
of greatness telling on character, of deeds and 
destinies; one in which nations are forged out 
to govern, defend and perpetuate their common 

wealths. Men of letters and of art were there; 
of science and inventions; architects who immor
talized themselves in massive structures of stone 
and marble; artists who wrought with deft fingers 
marvels of delicacy and beauty, winning and hold
ing the world's admiration for all time. Scientists 
too, were seen utilizing nature's secrets for the 
benefit of their brother man, chaining her tremen
dous forces laying blindly around ---  the master
becoming the servant.

Yet with all this material prosperity the dawn 
of the Renaissance was none the less an era setting 
at defiance law and order, while morality and re
ligion served as a mask for the basest crimes and 
the most daring plots against Church and state.

Never since the dawn of Christianity has 
there been a greater revolution of ideas than that 
of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries or one



which wrested, a larger number of souls from the 
Catholic Church leading many to rationalism and 
sending many to a wholly individualistic con
ception of christial life founded upon free in
quiry. (1)

We stop to inquire what the Renaissance 
really is. Is it a return to the study of nature? 
No, for Saint Augustin, Saint Thomas and many 
others studied human nature and the problems to 
which it gives rise with appreciation and minute
ness no less than those which were brought to bear 
upon it by the Renaissance. It is not in these 
points that the real meaning of the Renaissance is 
to be found but in the realization of the fact that 
it is the antagonist of Christianity.

The fundamental point in which the Renaissance 
is opposed to Christianity is the return to the 
ancient spirit of pagan antiquity. This is the point 
which places the Renaissance at the antipodes of

. The Catholic Church, the Renaissance and 
Protestantism - - - - -  Alfred Baudrillart 
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Christianity. The Christian concept of life is based 
on the idea of nature fallen, (corrupt, and reduced 
to feebleness of sin, and the necessity of divine 
assistance to raise the nature and to avoid sin, based 
on the idea of redemption of man by God who suffered. 
Christianity places the supernatural above the natural 
and if it raises man to the level of God it does so by 
infusing supernatural life into him; by giving him a 
participation of divine life, a free gift of the grace 
of God.

With paganism it is just the opposite. The ancient 
and pagan concept of life is based on making physical 
and human nature of god. *You shall be as gods,1’ says 
paganism, the same assertion used by the tempter to 
our first parents. Since there is nothing above nature 
and reason the means of final good is the following 
nature. Paganism claims, !tIt is well if the reason can 
yet discern the good and the best, the inferior and 
superior, in nature if it is otherwise the last will 
be the restoration of the flesh and human pride.11

Now the Renaissance and in the Renaissance, 
humanism, a channel through which its ideas flowed



returned to the lower concepts of life, (l) We 
find the truth of these assertions carried out in 
the lives and works of the standard hearers of the 
Renaissance. There is no doubt that humanism in 
Italy led to the rise of a semi-pagan immoral and 
rationalistic and that in other countries it certain
ly favored the beginning of Protestant heresy. (2) 
These defections can be traced in Petrach and
Boccoccio although they themselves remain in the 
church. This is established not only in history; 
contemporary persons themselves were conscious of it; 
Prince Alberto de Garpe wrote to Erasmus, "Gan you 
deny that in your country —  as has long been the 
case in Italy -- wherever the pretended belles- 
letters are studied with exclusive ardour and the 
old philosophical and theological systems are despis
ed, a sad confusion arises between the truths of 
Christianity and the maximims of paganism."

1. The Catholic Church, the Renaissance and 
Protestantism - - - - - - -  Alfred Baudrillart
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On the one side we find the banner of pure 
heathenism raised by fanatics of classical ideals .
Its followers wished to bring about a radical 
return to paganism both in manner and thought. The 
other strove to bring the new element of culture 
into harmony with the Christian ideal, and the 
political and social civilization of the day. The 
popes of Rome and many high dignitaries of the church 
offered protection to humanism and the Renaissance 
in general. They were therefore, though unconscious
ly, and without fore-seeing the trend of their 
attitude, the actual accomplices of a movement which 
came into opposition with the church and her teaching.

Humanism penetrated the Roman Curia when the 
great Western Schism was at its height. Innocent Vll 
in a bull of 1406, undertakes to restore the Roman 
University founded by Boniface Vlll. "There is 
not on earth," says this bull, "A more eminent and 
illustrious city than Rome, nor one which the 
studies we desire to restore have longer flourished, 
for here was Latin literature founded ; here also 
is the seat of Cannon Law. Every kind of wisdom 
and learning took birth in Rome, or was received in



Rome from the Greeks. While other cities teach 
foreign sciences, Rome teaches only that which is 
her own. (l) The same Pope filled his court with 
humanists. We find Poggio there. The Sacred
College was gradually filled with humanists, among

't'whome shone Orsini, Albegati, Cesarine, Prospero, 
Col4nna, Capranica and Landrian.

The time was at hand when the Pontifical 
throne itself would "be occupied "by a humanist. In
Thomaso Porentucelli, Nicholas V, humanism took

\

possession of the See of Saint Peter. Under Boniface !
IX at the "beginning of the Fifteenth Century Poggio 
was enrolled among the apostolical secretaries 
holding this position under eight popes and so held 
it for half a century. His influence can only be 
estimated when we consider the sort of man he was in 
respect to morals and religion. (2)

We see the break coming early in the conspiracy

1. History of the Popes - 
Vol. 1. Page 167

Pas tor

2. The Renaissance
Page 140
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of Stephano Pocoro which was inspired by the idea
and recollection of the institutions of antiquity.

,

Further break came under the pontificate of Callixtus 
111 upon whom the humanists, who were not to be con
soled for the death of Nicholas V, uttered the 
most extravagant judgments. One went so far as to 
say that Callixtus 111 figures uselessly in the list 
of popes.

Pius 11 did no more than his successor. Under 
Paul 111, the struggle came to a crisis. At this 
time the Renaissance became absolutely pagan. Pius 11 
realizing the danger and wishing to recognize the 
College of Abbreviations, suppressed many of the 
offices established by former popes. This aroused 
the indignation of the Humanists. One of them 
Planto by name wrote a pamphlet in letter form to 
the pope in which he said, "We shall appeal to kings 
and princes, and ask them to convoke a council be
fore which you will be obliged to justify your con
duct and say why you have robbed us of lawfully ac
quired property." The letter concludes with these 
words ; "Your Holiness’ servants, if the measure is 
repealed."



What could be expected of the age that ?/as 
nourished upon the example of Gesare Borgia, whose 
mind was formed by stories of scoundrel Greek and 
Roman gods as well as upon classic conquerors.

.(XMachiveili evoked a school of men who were 
little better than himself; and perhaps his most 
illustrious disciple as indifferent and immoral as 
himself was Catherine de Medici. Nicholas Machhvelli 
was the spirit of cynicism. He was the child of 
old age of the Renaissance the worst qualities of 
which were epitomized in his philosophy, (l)

7/e see the period proceeding the Reformation 
characterized by the lives and characters of some of 
those who occupied the Papal throne or who held high 
positions in the government of the church.

During this period we find Sixtus IV, who con
nived in political conspiracy an assassination; the 
licentious and spend thrift Innocent VI11 who got so 
deeply in debt that he had to pledge the Papal t^ara; 
the monstrious Alexander VI, infamous scion of an 
infamous stock; also the domineering and unscrupulous

1. The Renaissance
Page 140 Sichel.



Julius 11; and the worldly minded Leo X, Medici 
enough to cherish political ambitions and to cloak 
them beneath the mask of facile benevolence, yet 
sought at the same time to enjoy life indulging at 
once his aesthetic tastes and his fondness for low 
jesting. (1)

With Sixtus IV we enter that series of political 
popes with leanings toward humanism. This was the 
era of Alexander VI, Julian 11 and coming to Leo X 
the culminating point is reached. In the case of 
the popes the question became most serious, first 
because the popes were responsible for the teaching 
and government of the whole church, secondly because 
the Italian humanism became quite opposed to Christ.

conflict began when the •lioung Humanists rejected9
all the old theologic and philosophic teachings as 
sophistry and barbarism, claimed reason and right 
for their own views and acknowledged no other source 
of enlightment than the ancient classics and in short 
rose up to uncompromising enmity against the church 
and Christlandom not unfrequently outraging the

1. The Story of the Renaissance —  HudsonPage 85.



Christian code of morality hy the wanton levity 
of their lives, (l)

The fundamental doctrines of the church were 
attacked. Boccoco in "Ser Giappelletto" brings 
contempt upon the confessional, the worship of relics, 
canhonization of saints, the priesthood and monastic 
orders were derided with the deadliest persiflageney. 
Bven Christ Himself is scoffed at in the most indecent 
tales. (2)

Many others of the Humanists treated Christianity 
with disdain; they found fault with what is the 
very essence of Catholicism, and most opposed to their 
pride and sensuality; the principle of authority and 
the mortifying of the senses. We know how well the 
Renaissance and the Reformation agree on this point.

The humanistic movement was revolutionary 
movement having for its purpose the liberation of 
thought. It sought to break the bonds of Medieval 
relation, to break the bonds of Medieval philosophy.3

1.

2 .
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The insistence of individuality was the 
greatest of the many factors that gave rise to the 
Renaissance. It caused men to question the authority 
of external control, and inspired them to develop 
their latent powers "beyond the restricting confines 
of authority. It made them ready to question the 
conventional standards of conduct. (l) It produced 
a fundamental change in man's attitude toward them
selves and the world. (2)

x The protagonist of the pagan humanism was 
Erasmus. Although he always disclaimed any desire 
to wage a real war against the church, her constitut
ions and teachings, he directly challenged the 
authority of the church by the mere translation of a 
new version of the Bible differing materially from 
the Vulgate. (3)

He respected dogma only for forms sake, "If one 
wishes,11 he wrote, ,lto attain that peace, that con
cord which is the ideal of our religion, one must 
speak as little as possible of the definitions of

1. The Renaissance and Reformation - - Hulme
Page 71

2. The Story of the Renaissance - - - Hudson
Page 21

3. The History,,of the German People - Jansen___________Vpl. Ill Page 541/_____



dogma and permit free judgment to each upon many 
points." (l) It was he who committed to humanism 
absolute contempt for the middle ages, scholastic 
philosophy and the influence of the church.

It has been said of his "Eulogy of Folly" 
published in 1509, that it is the prologue of the 
great theological tragedy of the Sixteenth Century.(2) 

The prodigeous multiplicity of his accomplish- 
ments, he continued and varied works, the copiousness 
of his views, the life and richness of his style, the 
vivacity and keenness of his wits gave him an in
fluence on the age which has many times been compared 
with that of Voltaire in the Eighteenth Century. (3) 

Erasmus was not the first to satirize on the 
laxity of monks and secular priests. But Luther’s 
well aimed blows at the monastic state gave a different 
color to these onslaughts, and obliged Erasmus to 
declare himself. "I am always the same," said he,
"and yet I have laid the egg and Luther has hatched

1. The Renaissance - - - - -  Symond
Vol 1. Page 76

2. History of the German People - Jansen
Vol 111. Page 341

3. The Reformation and Renaissance - StonePage 163



it." This is a joke of the Minorite hrethem, 
for which they deserve to "be complimented as wits;
"but I laid a hen egg, and Luther has hatched a 
very different bird.(1)

In dealing with the ecclesiastical abuses of 
his day, Erasmus made the profound and un-catholic 
mistake of judging according to his own private 
judgment, a very partial and superficial judgment at 
best. He judged the monks for instance not according 
to their own traditional and objective ideals but 
according to his own subjective ones. The first 
intention of monasticism is not an intellectual one 
at all, it is a religious one; Erasmus seems never 
to have solidly grasped this simple truth. He did 
the monks a great injustice by judging them by a 
standard they had never professed to follow, a standard 
which our Lord himself had never professed to follow.(2 

Though a religious, he abandoned his convent 
and heaped sarcasm upon his religious brethern; a 
priest, he never said mass and seldom assisted at itj

1. The Reformation and Renaissance —  Stone
Page 162

2. The Reformation and Renaissance —  Stone
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the prayers of the Breviery, fasting, abstinence,
and the rules of penance he considered ridiculous
and ignored them, (l)

Erasmus was therefore unfitted by habit,
sympathy, knowledge and experience for the work of
moral criticism. He had great mental talents of a
certain order and had he limited himself to the
field of texual as distinguished from that of moral
criticism, he would have left behind him a more
unassailable reputation. (2)

1. The Story of the Renaissance - - Hudson
Page 100
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Political Conditions.

The Renaissance took a special coloring and 
shape from the circumstances of the time in which 
it occured. It was a melancholy period of almost 
universal corruption and torpor in the life of the 
church, which from the beginning of the Fourteenth 
Century had been manifesting itself in the weakening 
of authority of the popes, the worldliness of the 
clergy, the scholastic philosophy and theology, and 
the terrible disorders in political and civil life.(l) 

x At the beginning of the Fourteenth Century all 
the connection was definitely broken in Italy between 
the two great universal powers which in the Middle 
Ages had been at once her glory and in some measure, 
a guarantee to her of a law-abiding social order; 
the i&npire and the Papacy. (2)

The Empire fell in 1250, and though restored in 
Germany, served a secondary and ephemeral influence 
in the peninsula. In 1305, the Papacy established 
itself in France for a long period leaving Italy to 
herself. It was an era of atrocious civil wars, of 
bloody conflicts, of partisan and of local tyrannies,

1. Lives of the Popes - - - - Pastor
Vol. 1. Page 12

2. Mediaeval and Modern History —  Myers
Page 125



and the travesty of lawful sovereignty.
The monarchy which Frederick 11 had so lately 

realized in the kingdom of the two Sicilies, served 
as the model on which the little Italian princes 
strove to form their state. In the Italy of the 
Fourteenth Century there was not a single legitimate 
power.

The tyrants as well as the different parties 
disputed power, plotted force and cunning without 
shadow of a scruple, first to obtain and then to 
retain their rule. Tyrants and parties did not 
hesitate to ruin, exile or exterminate those who 
embarrassed them. Whey they had become masters they 
thirsted for possessions; for possessions immediate 
and as comprehensive as possible. And since they 
must hold possessions under the malignant eyes of 
jealous enemies and of conspirators, it was inevitable 
that those who wield power under these conditions 
should be tyrants in the worst acceptation of the word.

How various are the type of these tyrants in 
the Italy of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries. 
Consider the Agnello of Pisa at the height of pride 
and exaltation; he rides through the streets bearing



a scepter; he exhibits himself "comme des rcliques" 
at his palace window, reclining on rugs and cushions 
of gold brocade; he exacts the mode and address 
proper to the Pope and Emperor, and he requires to 
be served kneeling.

Other tyrants with wider power, though not less 
unworthy are the Visconte of Milan (l) a family 
likeness to the cruelest Roman Emperors. He issued 
an articled decree making the penalty of death a torture 
of forty days duration. His chief occupation is hunt
ing. Whoever dares encroach upon the august hunter’s 
rights perishes amid fearful torments. He compels 
the trembling populace to maintain five thousand 
hounds for his use. His grand nephew, Giovonne-Maria 
perfected the institution; he trained the hounds to 
hunt men. When the people's cry of "pace" reached 
his ears in the month of May 1409, while the protracted 
war still raged, he ordered the crowd to be charged, 
and caused the death of two hundred persons. In con
sequence of this event the mere use of the v/ords 
"pace" and "Guerra" were forbidden and even priests

1. The Age of Despots in Italy -- Symond.



were ordered to say thenceforth at the Agnus Dei,
"Dona nobis tranquillitatem."

Under the last Visconti the state had but one 
care, the prince, the safety of the Prince. The 
latter spread dissention broadcast, "being persuaded 
that this was the only means of ruling. He invaribly 
placed together an honest man and a knave who were 
to watch and denounce each other. He employed 
mercenaries for his defense -- condattire whose demands 
became greater every day for they knew their power.
The time would come when seeing their advantage in 
the prince's overthrow they would not hesitate to 
achieve it. Thus the house of Viscomti perished and 
that of Sforza took their place.

Francisco Sforza is the most brilliant type of 
the adventurer and of the Italian Condattire. He was 
the admiration of his contemporaries of the Fifteenth 
Century Century for he surpassed all as an example^ 
of the triumph of personal forces and victorious 
ambition crowned with glory, power and possessions.

At Naples despite appearances of legality the 
political government was carried on amid these same 
conditions. We may take as an example, Feranto or 
Ferdinand the son of Alphonse the Great, hateful"“



among all the princes of the Fifteenth Century. In 
his monstrous cruelty, he liked to see his enemies 
about him whether imprisoned alive in solidly con
structed cages, or dead and embalmed, wearing the 
clothes they had worn in life. He made no mystery 

of his collection of mummies.
Against such men every means of defense was 

permissible. Tyrannicide was exalted as in ancient 
times, and was encompassed under singularly odious 
and demoralizing conditions. The necessities of 
safety in its accomplishment led to the selection of 
the church as the scene of murder when the tyrant’s 
head was bowed in prayer before his God, the assassin’s 
knife would cast him wounded or lifeless at the foot 
of the altar.

A pagan sovereignty provokes a pagan resistence. 
What condition is graver for society than this ab
sence of all legitimate power, than this state in 
which nothing happens in virtue of justice when the 
possessor of force, intellect and ability may permit 
himself all things? Such a state of affairs is 
certainly well adopted to develop human energies.
Italy abounded with notable personalities, original
even to monstrosities were formed in these party



struggles. Scruples as to the means which might 
be employed to obtain success did not enter into 
consideration. The Christian law fell into contempt. 
After trampling the church under foot all their 
lives, most of these triumphant adventurers died 
laughing at her excommunications.

Reaction was inevitable; the demoralization 
gradually perculated from higher to lower classes.

Granting all the abuses of the pre-reformation 
period, the corruption was neither so deep nor so 
general as to justify a revolutionary apostasy.
"Luther*s most earnest remonstrances," says a prominent 
Protestant historian of our time, "were directed not 
against the bad but against good works and the stress 
laid upon them by the advocates of the old religion." (1)

If that religion had been in its practice so 
generally corrupt as it is represented to have been 
by modern writers, such denunciations were idle. Ho 
amount of human frailty could ever give the so-called 
reformers a right to attack what is divine and 
immutable in the church of Christ, its doctrine, its

1 Henry VT.11---------- Brewer
Vol. 1 Page 254 - Hote 2.



sacraments, divine constitution under the primacy 
of the successors of Saint Peter. The movement 
began under the pretext of a reformation, like every 
other heresy that assailed the Church in previous 
times, vvas from the outset a heretical schism got 
up by the indomitable pride of its authors and sup
ported by the multifarious human passions of its 
promotors.



Art.
Ruskin has remarked that the "decay of a country 

begins in its art." The character of its art and 
the direction of its tastes are closely allied with 
its national character, in its decline or improvement. 
I may perhaps go farther still and suggest that the 
art of a nation, and especially its religious art, 
may throw a sidelight on its religiousness.

(l) The first indication of the Renaissance wa 
to appear in art and this at Florence through Brunnel- 
leachi. (2) The religious feeling which was so 
deeply imprinted on the work of the early Christian 
painters was not to he found among the Renaissance 
painters. '¿That we know of the luxurious life, 
corruption and skepticism of the sixteenth century 
removes all illusions that those artists who surround 
Julius 11 and Leo X (3) (4) were better Christians 
than the warrior pope or his epicurian successor 
whose elegant but dissolute court would have drawn

1. The Religion and Art —  Rev. James Bellord
The Homiletic Monthly and Catechist
Yol. X. October 1909.

2. Catholic Encyclopedia -- Brunneleschi
Yol 111.

3. Julius 11. Catholic Encyclopedia.
Yol. Vlll.

4. Pope Leo. " "
Yol IX.



upon him the anathemas of the Fathers of the Church. 
This state of society explains the curious fashion 
in which some of the Italian painters have travested 
rather than idealized Christian subjects. They 
treated them with the style of Creek art, using 
them only as a pretext for representing the human 
body in every posture, and thus displaying their 
anatomical knowledge. As a rule they have taken 
their subjects from religion, their inspiration from 
antiquity. They have painted Christian figures like 
heathen deities. Beauty of form was soon to be pre
ferred above pure Christian inspiration. The new 
principles in art were the imitation of the ancients, 
the return to the study of nature, the quest of form 
and beauty for their own sakes. The Saint Sebastians, 
the Saint Johns, the Baptists and the Magdalenes 
served only to show the artists knowledge of nude and 
physical beauty. A Saint Peter became nothing but a 
Jupiter deprived of his identity. Fre Filippo Lippi 
in Florence who in 1458 seduced the novice Lucrenzia, 
painted her as the Holy Virgin Mary, (l) The Christian

1. Jansen's History —  ---  Vol XI Page 91
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who looked for piety and edification in any of the 
churches were frequently confronted by women of ill 
fame or Greek Deities in the guise of the Saints or 
the Mother of God.

To say that art is the expression of life, is
tô 'ay that it is the outcome and interpretater of

f)its age. It is so intensely the product of its 
environment that the two cannot be separated. Probably 
the study of art on these lines conduces to a more 

profound and accurate knowledge of its times than 
comes to us in any other way. The historian reconstruct
ing the story is biased by his own perception and 
temperament, and the fact read in one way by one man 
will produce an entirely different impression on 
another, but the surviving v/orks of art are their own 
witness. They are the impressions which past genera
tions have made of themselves, and from every period 
in which art was able to find adequate expression we 
are able to extract the character and bias of the 
thoughts of those among whom its creation arose.

Art of the Renaissance, which had begun by human
izing the doctrines of the church, diverted the atten
tion of its students from Christian ideals to the



work of beauty, and lastly, severing itself from the 
religious tradition, became the exponent of majesty 
and splendor of the human body. This digression 
from the Christian ideals in art culminated in the 
great age of Italian painting. Gazing at Michael 
Angelo’s prophets in the Sistine Chapel, we are 
indeed in contact with ideas originally Christian.
But the treatment of these ideas is purely human, on 
a level with that of the sculpture of Phidias.
Titian’s "Virgin Received into Heaven," soaring mid
way between the archangel who descends to crown her 
and the apostles who yearn to follow her, is far less 
a Madonna Assumpta than the apotheosis of humanity 
conceived as a radiant mother. Throughout the picture 
there is nothing ascetic, nothing mystic, nothing 
devotional. For did art stop here. It went further 
and plunged into paganism. Sculptors and painters 
combined with architects to cut the arts loose from 
their connections with the church by introducing a 
spirit and a sentiment alien to Christianity, (l)

1. Great Events by Famous Historians.
Vol. Vll. The Renaissance in Italy,Page 122 - - - - - - -  Symond.



Literature.

The Humanism of the Renaissance, literally 
the triumph of the human over divine science soon 
influenced every section of society, (l) The 
Catholic Church in her broad sympathies made friends 
with the Renaissance of letters, designed her 
sanctuaries according to the classic architecture 
and even as far as might be permitted, attempted to 
satisfy the new craving for the beautiful only 
drawing and objection where nature threatened to 
degenerate into naturalism, liberty into license, 
love of freedom into hatred of authority.

The fall of the Greek Empire, the destruction 
of the libraries of Constantinople dispersed Greek 
professors throughout the western world. This flood 
of ancient learning over the peninsula would not 
of itself have sufficed to determine the future 
character of the Renaissance. It needed the hospital
ity of a munificent patron of art and letters, such 
as Nicholas V who practically sent agents to 
Constantinople to collect all manuscripts they could

1. The Reformation and Renaissance --  Stone
Introduction - - - Bage 4.



find. (l)

Pope Nicholas V embraced every opportunity for 
introducing learned men who as Clantina remarked 
occupied themselves much more with the library than 
with the church, seriously compromising that 
ecclesiastical character which the court of the head 
of the church should display. These scholars instead 
of monks or priests were given the highest dignities. 
Not only lucrative but also responsible posts were 
conferred upon them. Gussippe Brippe a poet was 
placed at the head of the Papal archives, another 
humanist Decembeio was made chief of the abbreviators.1

Porocoro conspired against the life of Nicholas 
V who was himself to taste the fruit produced by the 
one sided study of classical literature, which while 
it annihilated the Christian idea, filled men's 
minds with notions of freedom and with longing for the 
restoration of the political conditions of ancient 
times. (2)

Because of their knowledge and talents, these 
humanists enjoyed many other privileges. Although 
laymen and married, they spoke in charches. They 
would pronounce a panageric of a saint or the funeral 
oration of. a distinguished person; they would even



deliver a marriage sermon and sometimes preach at 
the first mass of some Ecclesiastical friend. It 
may be readily understood then what a large place 
the Renaissance scholar filled in the economy and 
life of the church. He became too the teacher of 
princes and lords, and of the most eminent citizens 
of the towns and as Monsignor Baudrillert points 
out, there was formed a new and particularly power
ful class of disciples of the ancient culture, (l)

The two periods of Humanism (a) the older 
Christian humanists were represented by Agricula, 
Reuchlin, Trethemus, Sebastian Brant and their less 
worthy fellow, the famous Erasmus, (b) The later 
Pagan period was represented by humanists who used 
their talents and linguistic accomplishments in 
favor of irreligion and schism, and against God and 
the Church. They were men of ignoble character 
without faith or morality, servile flatterers and 
shameless caluminators. Their pagan humanism soon 
gained preponderence.

Everything depends on the method and aim of the 
humanistic studies; for the movement could only be

1. The Church and Renaissance - - Thomas Hagan 
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hostile to Christianity, if the old ecclesiastical 
methods were forsaken; if classical studies, instead 
of "being used as a means of culture became their own 
end and were employed not to develop Christian 'know
ledge , but rather obscure and destroy it. (l)

So long as the absolute truth of Christianity 
was the standing ground from which heathen antiquity 
was apprehended, the Renaissance of classical liter
ature could only be of service to the church, but 
during these centuries literature was a veritable 
plague -- a Black Death —  for faith and morals.

It is evident that all the assaults of the leaders 
of the false Renaissance were aimed not only at a 
portion of the church, but at the very foundation of the 
Christian religion. (2)

Ho one has better expressed the program of the 
radical heathenizing party than Loranzo Valla in his 
book on "Pleasure" published in 1431. His purpose is 
simply to cast ridicule upon the stoic morality, as 
used by the party of Concilliation, as a bond of union

1. Lives of the Popes - - - - Pastor
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between heathen and Christian views, and that with 
the ulterior aim of casting ridicule on the moral 
teachings of the church.

Cautiously but clearly enough the Epicurean 
doctrine was put forward as defending a natural right 
against the exactions of Christianity. The gist of 
his doctrine is summed up by Becadilli, the exponent 
of Valla's own views in the following sentence: "What 
lias been produced and formed by nature, can not be 
otherwise than praiseworthy and more;" "Nature is the 
same or almost the same as God." It has been remarked 
by a judge who is far from severe that the last of 
these propositions, placing the creature on a footing 
of equality with the Creator, strikes at the very 
foundation of Christianity; for the first demolishes 
those of morality, substituting for virtue, pleasure; 
for the will or love of what is good and the hatred 
of what is evil, "pleasure" whose good consists in 
gratification of mind or body from whatever source 
derived.

Not content he then betcrok himself to the field 
of theology and his dialogues on Religious vows strike 
at the very roots of religious life.



In another writer of this period Antonia 
Becodilli Panorraita (1471) the false heathen 
Renaissance culminates in the repulsive "Emanci
pation of the flesh," sagaciously characterized 
by modern historians as the forerunner of the 
Great Revolution which in the following centuries 
shook Europe to its center, (l)

Poggio Bracciiline may be taken as a general 
representative of the false humanism. This gifted 
Writer the most fortunate discoverer the world has 
ever known in the field of literature, as a man is 
one of the most repulsive figures of that period. 
There is no doubt that Poggio’s point of view was 
more pagan than Christian. (2)

Petrarch deplored that to make an open pro
fession and to show that one held his faith higher 
than pagan philosophy was to gain a reputation for 
ignorance and folly.

A celebrated politician of Florence, Renaldo 
deglu Albizzi declared that science and faith were

1. Lives of the Popes - - - - Pastor
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incompatible. (l) Boccocio was the spokesman of 
the bad element of his age and race -- the sign in 
literature that Italian society had entered upon a 
new phase and that the old order was passing away.

If the Decameron seemed to shake the "basis 
of morality; if it gained the name of II Principe, 
Galeotto of the Pandor; it showed the trend of the 
minds of the people whom Boccocio wrote to please.

The remorseless satire of the Decameron spares 
none of the ideals of the age. All the Medieval en
thusiasms are reviewed and criticised from the stand
point of the Plorintine bottango and piazza. The 
sanctity of the Theboid, that ascetic dream of purity 
and self-renunciation for God’s service is made 
ridiculous by Alibrch. Marriage affords a never 
failing theme for scorn. (2)

Marsilio Pecino, at the court of Medici and 
Pampanius Lastus at that of the Popes, professed 
similiar doctrines. They even went so far as to deny 
the existence of G-od and the immortality of the soul.

1. Lives of the Popes - - - - Pastor
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In "Letters of Obscure Men" in 1514-1517, 
written by Hutten and others we find them ridiculing 
the authority of the church and paving the way for 
schism. The mental attitude produced by so general 
an onslaught of the radical school of Humanism upon 
philosophy, theology, and monasticisrn of the middle 
ages, contributed to the confusion of ideas. This 
mental attitude was accompanied by relaxation of 
morals preVading all classes both high and low. The 
simony, neopism, worldly life, unscrupulous policy 
and scandalous appointments to high places for which 
some of the popes, notably Sixtus IV and Innocent 
VT11 were responsible; in scandals connected with 
the name of Alexander VI furnished welcome weapons 
to diets, princes and agitators who under the guise 
of reform in "head and members" pursued their own 
selfish ends and aimed at nothing less than the 
secularization of ecclesiastical property and the 
usurpation of ecclesiastical jurisdiction.

Prince Carpi brought reproach against Erasmus 
for the false seed scattered throughout the Praise 
of Polly; the reproof was not provoked by attacks 
he ought to have made on the flagrant abuses of the



church; on plurality of "benefices, warrior prelates 
or superstitions in the church ceremonies, but by 
the fact that Erasmus had taken up arms against the 
institution itself which had thus become corrupted 
by abuses. (l)

13b writer of the former times brought reverence 
for tne church to such a low ebb as did the writings 
of Erasmus, none ever mocked Holy Scriptures by such 
burlesque treatment.

x The Church never formally condemned free inquiry 
either in the world of inquiry or of science, what 
the church did was to condemn what she as the deposit 
of divine truth, regarded as false in the world of 
moral teaching.

It should not be forgotten that the right of 
free inquiry and the right to uphold what is morally 
false are two distinct things. The church permits 
criticism. What critic could be more scathing in his 
denunciation of Papal abuses than the Poet Dante?
Yet, his sublime trialogy, the Divine Comedy, in
which pope and prelate "personae non gratae" to this

1. History of the German People Vol. Ill Page 18. Jansen



terrible mediaeval hater and singer of the most 
inspired and divine song of the world, are lashed 
and consigned to the Circles of Hell, was never 
put on the Index.

The free inquiry and criticism in the Middle 
Ages is well expressed by a Bean Church, the well 
known Dantean scholar who writes, "It is confusing 
the feelings of the middle ages with our own, to 
convert every fierce attack on the Popes into the 
anticipation of Luther." It is far less singular 
and far less bold to criticise the ecclesiastical 
authorities than is often supposed but it by no 
means implied unsettled faith or revolutionary designs

We now go into the field of inventions of the 
Renaissance and find that of all the inventions of 
this period, most potent of evil, is the printing 
press by John Gutenburg of Mainze, Germany. It had 
a tremendous effect on both religious and political 
times. More than any other human agency -- and the 
significence of this statement must be sought in 
the fact that it was through co-operation that other 
agencies become effective —  it m s  responsible for



t

the great European transition from the Mediaeval 
to the Modern order. It is said that when Gutenberg 
took the model of his press to a woodcutter in 
Strassburg, the latter, knowing no-thing of its pur
pose exclaimed: "But it is a wine press that you 
are asking me to make for you," and that Gutenburg 
replied, "Yes, but a wine press from which shall 
soon flow out the most wonderful liquid which yet 
ever flowed forth to quench the thirst of man."
The anecdote is probably apocryphal; in any case 
the immense revolutionary potency of the new in
dention could never have been forseen by Gutenburg, 
one which to quote Symond"The most formidable 
instrument of modern reason." (l) Books were multi
plied and cheapened and not only m s  a new demand 
for the increased supply created but the supplies 
created other demands. Again the mode of communicat
ing knowledge was changed; the pulpit to a great 
extent was superceeded by the printing press.
Chiefly, however, the supreme importance of the 
printing press is to be recognized in the enormous

1. The Renaissance Symond



part which it played in the dissemination of facts 
and ideas. Intellectual exclusiveness was destroyed 
once for all; and a tremendous impulse was given 
to the spread of the lay spirit.

It is easy to see the effect this had for the 
false doctrines were silently spread by the printing, 
nor could the exertions of the Church in the pulpit 
either prevent or greatly contradict the working of 
what orthodox held to be poison. The effect of oral 
eloquence is powerful while it lasts, but it is 
transient in its impressions and troublesome to pro
duce —  the hearers must be brought to the speaker 
and the memory carries little away. The printed, 
lilce the written characters, abide and it can be 
read again at leisure by the fireside and in the 
tranquility of the home.

Early in the Sixteenth century complaints began 
to be made against alleged abuses in the church; 
for instance the absolute authority claimed by her 
in matters of faith. Such scholars as Reichlin (l) 
and Erasmus (2) without taking any decisive steps,
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undermined the position of the church with hundreds 
by their expressions of free thought of religion.
’»Then the Sarhonne complained to Erasmus that his 
edition of the New Testament had fostered heresies, 
that great scholar replied: "You should have spoken 
sooner. It is now scattered over Europe in thousands 
of copies." Gutenburg, as Victor Hugh put it, was 
the precursor of Luther.

The mass of the people was influenced by the 
diffusion of satirical epigrams, alligories and 
jokes directed against the church and the monks. The 
printing press was, of course the material aid in 
the new movement. The doctrines and ceremonies of 
the church were attacked by allegations, many of 
them were unscriptural and against the practice and 
belief of primative christianity. Among these topics 
may be mentioned the use of images and the doctrine 
of the Communion of the Saints; the belief in pur
gatory; the enforced celebacy of the clergy; the 
necessity of confession of sins to a priest; and 
algove all the doctrine of the real presence of Christ 
in the sacramental presence in the Holy Eucharist.
In words of a contemporary of Gutenburg*s it furnished



a mighty double edged sword for the freedom of mankind; 
one however which could strike alike for good or evil, 
for truth and virtue, for sin and error, (l) It was 
the printing press which turned a Wittinberg quarrel 
into an European revolution. It gave wings to Luther’s 
own thoughts; it secured that general diffusion of 
the Bible without which the Protestant movement of 
the Sixteenth Century would have proved aborative.

The Protestant Reformation was not a spontaneous 
revdlt of Christian conscience. It is seen that for 
two centuries the church had been passing through a 
formidable crisis. Prom the beginning of the Fourteenth 
Century the rupture between civil and ecclesiastical 
powers were preparing. Incessant disputes set church 
and state at variance and divided the souls of the 
people between fealty to two causes. The most serious 
blows had been struck at the rights and independence 
of the Roman Pontiff. Then throughout the West a cry 
was raised for the reformation of the church in head

1. History of the German People atthe Close of the Middle Ages —  Jansen 
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and members. It was in Germany that the great religious 
crisis of the Sixteenth Century actually burst.

The intellectual movement of the Reformation was 
that of Humanism with its tendencies at first Christian, 
then rationalistic becoming more and more hostile to 
scholasticism and the traditional teaching of the Church.

Martin Luther was to combine in himself these 
elements. Luther did not have to create anything; all 
material for the Reformation was at hand. In theology 
the hionks gave the principles of grace which he stretch
ed to the farthest limits; in ecclesiastical discipline 
he had Hussite organizations for model. John Huss as 
leader of the religious movement; Srasmus and the poet 
of Srfort of the intellectual and Hutten of the national 
spirit, all finding embodiment in Martin Luther.

We have noticed the significance of the Reformation 
as a manifestation of the Renaissance and of its 
equally characteristic individualism. (2) Protestantism
satisfies all the instincts of revolt (3) Lutherfs
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revolt was not only religious but also national. He 
asserted nationalism not against the Papacy only, 
but against the Empire as well.

In this new philosophy of life we see the teach
ings of atheism, wealth, luxury and the sensuality 
of the Renaissance. (l)

Racially the Slavs of Bohemia joined in that 
sincere protest of the lately civilized and varied 
tribes along the sandy Heaths of the Baltic. The 
Scandanavians, who have nothing in common with the 
Brochycephalic tribes of the Baltic joined in the 
revolt. Villages of Brandenburg and the isolated 
villages of the Alps join as heartily in the upheaval 
as those of Bohemia. (2) But as disastrous as the 
revolt was to souls it could never have counted so 
largely in human affairs had it not been that the 
wealthy and learned took advantage of it in the heart 
of civilization itself. It is always to the advantage 
of the wealthy to deny the general conceptions of the 
right and wrong. (3)

1. What was the Reformation - - Hilaire Belloc
Catholic World 1911. Vo; 94

2. History of the Protestant Reformation
Vol. 1. Page 182 -- Spalding.

3. What was the Reformation - - Hilaire Belloc
Catholic World. 1911



The beginnings of the Protestant movement 
furnishes a striking illustration of Aristotle's 
dictum that revolutions arise from great causes "but 
small events. The train of gunpowder has long "been 
laid; hut when the Augustinian Monk dropped his spark 
upon it, he himself did not in the least anticipate 
the tremendous explosion which followed.

Nevertheless with such progress the Reformation 
would not have been successful had it not been for 
the second great episode -- the loss of Great Britain. 
Throughout the fall .of England the teachings of 
atheism, wealth, luxury and sensuality of the 
Renaissance are traceable.

The cause of this loss lies in three main reasons. 
First her Squires had become too powerful; second, 
England had more than any other part of Europe except 
Belgium, a series of markets and of ports, a place 
of every cosmopolitan influence, in which new 
opportunities for the corrupt new messages for the 
enthusiastic were frequent; third, the religious, 
superstitious attachment of the people to the monarch.

The first and third cause combined at once the 
success of the Reformation is seen. One too wealthy



class, tainted with atheism of the age had "begun to 
possess the land, add to this the worship of the 
government. In such a combination of circumstances - 
nascent plutocracy, the prince worshipped -- the 
real position of Henry Vlll is seen.

The Renaissance and Reformation are currents 
that ever unite, and to this day make common cause 
against the Catholic Church. They seem opposed yet 
have a common source; autonomy, of the absolute 
indepencence of individual intellect. (l)

1 What was the Reformation - 
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In this treatise on the Renaissance we cannot
but note the important movement of the "Devotio 
Moderna" or the Christian Renaissance beginning at 
about the same time, and growing side by side with 
the Renaissance in the world of literature, arts 
and sculpture and in general the re-awakening of 
man. In the beautiful valley of Yssel nestling 
among the wooded hills of Westphalia we find the 
beginning of a great movement of the "New Devotion" 
Vhich developed the institution of the Brethern 
of the C0mmon Life. It was this peaceful valley 
that attracted Thomas a 1 Kernpis, where he wrote 
the "Imitation of Christ,-" here too the "Spiritual 
Ascensions" was written by Gerard Zerbelt of 
Zatphen, the two works having such profound in
fluence on Ignatius Loyola. And here too, Gansfort 
and Erasmus acquired the ideals of the reformation 
which they in turn passed on to Luther and Calvin..

The Thirteenth Century was noted for its 
prosperity and learning. The religious movement 
of this century had been perfectly expressed in the 
works of Bernard of Amiens, Rouen, Reims, Paris,



Brussels, and Goligne. Its literature had served 
as a model and beautiful Gothic houses of worship 
had been erected, seldom if ever surpassed in 
grandeur and ennobling simplicity.

But the thirteenth century had been followed 
by the fourteenth, a century notable for strife 
and discontent. As we have seen the Umpire was on 
the decline and the church, the other moral force 
of the times was gradually growing from bad to 
worse. Everywhere a decline in moral standards and 
everywhere a reform was badly needed. The greatest 
immediate need was an Apostle, a man able to organize 
a lasting reform, one who could preach, write and 
draw thousands after him, who in turn would preach, 
write and found schools where the rising generations 
might learn the ideals of the great leader himself. 
Such a man was fortunately found in Gerard Groote, 
the founderer of the Brotherhood of the C0mmon 
Life, who not only preached and wrote, but induced 
thousands to follow his examples. He was the 
spiritual ancestor of Thoma ’a Kempis, Wessel Gausfort 
and Erasmus; the inaugurator of the Hew Devotion 
or Christian Renaissance.



On every side he saw that weakness, human 
respect and the influence of example are the most 
potent causes of seduction and disorder. To oppose 
these this great leader realized that society must 
form pious congregations which will become so many 
centers of holy emulations and be at once principles 
of force to resist public scandals, and a source of 
edifying examples. As a vigilant sentinel on the 
wall of Sion, it will ever have its eyes open to 
v<atch over every error which would corrupt the purity 
of doctrine, weaken the authority which proclaims and 
preserves it, or rend the seamless garment of Christ. 
It v/ill be the enemy of all errors and all heresies.

Thus we see advancing side by side with the 
pagan Renaissance this "New Devotion" or Christian 
Renaissance between the year 1300 and 1500, utiliz
ing the wisdom of paganism, the principles of 

Christ’s teachings and the religion of the Saints 
of medieval Europe as well as the learning of the 
humanist and presented them all assimulated to the 
eager youth of its &a.y who in turn pass their know
ledge to other generations.

The greatest influencing factor in the formation



of the Society of Jesus, hy Ignatius Loyola -was the 
life followed hy the Brothers of the Common Life, 
and the esteem with which he held the Imitation is 
shown by the fact that he ranks it next to the 
Holy Gospels and the Lives of the Saints.

We see this last great reformer of the 
Renaissance period set about reforming his own 
inner self and in this way laying the lasting found
ation of one of the last fruits of the Christian 
Renaissance, the "Society of Jesus."
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