
CHAPTER 2

Consol idation and Professional ization -The Deanship of Paul L. Martin:
1911-1919

To the lawyer of America, properly trained for his task, there open up pos-

sibilities which stagger the imagination.
Dean Paul L. Martin

The law school was well established. The founders and funders had played

their role. Faculty and facilities beckoned students. The second decade of the

twentieth century was spent refining and professionalizing the educational
process. The decade was punctuated by World War I, which reduced enroll-
ment, but veteians returned with a new fervor. The numbers of alumni were

growing and well placed in the community. Creighton College of Law attracted

day and night students who, for various reasons, preferred to get the legal train-
ing in Omaha rather than travel to the state university in Lincoln or go further
afield. Martin dedicated his decade as dean to full-time involvement in aca-

demic scholarship and heightening the prominence of the entire Creighton Uni-
versity educational complex. The school was truly in the hands of one of our
own,

Dean Paul L. Martin, Pedagogy, and
the Legal Profession

Paul Leo Martin, AB'00, AM'05, born on a farm near Vail in Crawford
Count¡ lowa, in 1881, attended public schools in Manning, Iowa. His father,

an attorney, moved the family to Omaha in 1890. The Martin family com-

mitment to Catholicism may be indicated by the fact that two of Paul's sisters

became Sisters of Mercy.r Martin earned his undergraduate degree at

Creighton in 1900 during the presidency of Father Dowling.
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Martin went to Harvard law school in 1902. His experiences there as a
Catholic, and his observations as a student, had an extraordinary effect on
molding his educational philosophy. He was a good student who closely
watched and recorded how he was being taught. Among his practical skills were
his excellence as a stenographer and typist. He worked his way through Har-
vard reporting on lectures for Professors George Pierce Baker, Charles
Townsend Copeland in English and Francis Greenwood Peabod¡ dean of the
divinity school. Harvard faculty members dictated academic papers and corre-
spondence to Martin who acquired insight into the academic environment that
few of his classmates obtained. His abilities ingratiated him to his instructors,
tutors, and employers. Even more unusual, while at Harvard Martin wrote eight
highly informative letters about Harvard's educative process, between lanuary
24, L903 and February 1, 1905, to his teacher Father Dowling. Martin described
his perceptions of the strengths and weaknesses of students and Harvard's cur-
riculum, pedagogy, attitude to Catholics and more particularl¡ fesuits. Martin
discussed possible summer employment with James M. Woolworth, who oc-
casionally represented the interests of Creighton Universit¡ the Union Pacific,
and prepared Count |ohn Creightont will. The longest letter, ten-single-spaced
typed pages, full of observations and suggestions, dated April 24, 1904, was

written "hoping that perhaps some good might accrue to Creighton."
The teacher that most impressed him was the recently appointed Charles

\Marren, whom Martin described as

about thirty-five years old, just a little too full of fire, but thoroughly
in love with his work, and though a little too sarcastic, he is so prac-
tical and so eager to do his utmost for his students that it is with a

feeling of profit that one leaves his lectures,-and this is worlds more
than can be said for some of the other professors.2

His rapport with Harvard professors was sufficiently cordial and professional
for Dean James Barr Ames to arrange with James C. Kinsler, who was among
the first five students graduating from Creighton in 1891, and who earned his
law degree at Harvard in 1898, to administer some end of year Harvard exams
in Omaha.

Martin was critical of Harvard for growing by leaps and bounds and pro-
viding mechanical education. In 1903 he wrote, "I cannot recommend Har-
vard for an undergraduate Catholic." By the following year he appears to have
cut through anti-Catholic hysteria concluding that "often what we imagine is
hostilit¡ is mere reticence induced by ignorance of our religion.":

Harvard convinced Martin of the efficacy of |esuit undergraduate educa-
tion and the shortcomings of impersonal mechanizedlegal education. Simul-
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Figure 10: Paul L. Martin, ca. 1910

taneousl¡ he acknowledged the superiority of eastern schools in the realm of
graduate education, and the vital role of alumni in enhancing school wealth

through donation and endowment to foster the expansion of its mission. Mar-

tin enihusiasticallypursued educating Creighton Chroniclereaders about phi-
l4nthropy and regularly reported in his column "The Educational World" on

magnificent donations received by larger American schools. He hoped that
these role models would lead Creighton alumni to emulate eastern generosity

and lift Creighton University to fulfill its unique promise in the west'a

With his Harvard law degree in hand he returned to Omaha in 1905,

earned a master's degree at Creighton Universit¡ and entered private practice

with Hall & Stout.s He married Mary Inez Nau and would raise a family of six

children, several of whom attended Creighton.



64 2 . CONSOLIDATION AND PROFESSIONALIZATION

President Dowling approached Martin in 1905 to teach in the law school,
but the classes he wanted to teach, Contracts and Conflicts, were already cov-
ered. Martin had reservations, and although he had written in one of his let-
ters, "If I can serve I will be happy to do so," he remained in private practice.
In 1906, however, Martin accepted $t2S per month to serve as secretary of
the law school and taught Contracts, Common Law Pleading, Evidence, Code
Pleading, Trial Practice, and Conflict of Laws. Martin harmonized
Creighton's midwestern Jesuit ethos with Harvard's state-of-the-art legal ped-
agogy. In May 1911 President Eugene A. Magevney, S.I., appointed the
twenty-eight-year-old Martin as one of the nation's youngest law school
deans.

Martin's contributions to Creighton extended beyond the law school. As
founder and editor of the Creighton Chronicle in 1909, and then, in 1912, the
Creighton Courier, he provided a voice for the entire university communit¡
giving pride of place to the law school. The Courier appeared bimonthly dur-
ing the regular term and claimed a circulation of 17,000 to 18,000 (probably
an overstatement), widely distributed in the western part of America. Martin
encouraged contributions from facult¡ |esuits, friends ofthe school, students,
and alumni. He also served as summer school dean for the schoolteacher pro-
gram from 1913 to 1919.

Martin had a didactic style, relying, in great part, on quoting large blocks
from various authorities rather than engaging in fresh reasoning. Most re-
markable, some of these lengthy quotes were the result of his stenographic skills.
For example, Martin wrote, "For instance, Dean Stone of Columbia, said at the
recent convention of the Association of American Law Schools in Bostonj'and
then proceeded to provide a two-page verbatim account.6 Reþng on the tran-
script perhaps inhibited the synthesis of paraphrasing. He used his choice ma-
terial repeatedly. For example, Dick Butcher's statement from Shakespeare's

King HenryVI, "The first thing we do, let's kill all the lawyers" appeared as the
first sentence in two articles.T An extensive quotatipn about New York second-
ary schools from a 1910 New York Commission of Education appeared in "The
Overcrowded Professions" in 1911 and "The Tiained Lawyer" in earþ 1912. Sev-

eral of Martin's articles appeared two or three times each in the Creighton
Chronicle, Creighton Courier and law reviews. Sometimes a shortage of copy or
commitment to an idea leads to repetition of the argument in multiple venues.s

Martin discussed the education of lawyers and the status of the legal pro-
fession before civic groups, bar associations and in print. His thoughts on
teaching staff qualifications, teaching methods, curriculum, ethics, length of
the academic program, and increasing entrance requirements from high
school graduation to some undergraduate experience appeared in several ar-
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ticles, including "Training of a Lawyerl' "The Trained Lawyer," "Squash

Lawyers," and "Wanted: Real Lawyers."

Office-practice education, the old method of professional training, Martin
explained, was no longer appropriate because "the growth of population and

the consequent increase of litigation" precluded the professional practitioner
from giving sufficient time to maintaining the office school of instruction. Ul-
timatel¡ office training gave way to academic training. Academic programs

expanded from one year in duration to two years, and between 1902 and l9l2
most schools adopted the three-year program, a development Martin ap-

proved strongly:

Ours is aî age of specialization, and it goes without sayrng that an in-
stitution devoting the time and energy of a large staff of competent
professors to the task of properþ imparting legal training is in a much
better position to do so than is the lone lawyer, busy with his own
private work ... and the thousand and one details that go to make up

a successful law school.e

In Martin's most controversial and unheeded essa¡ "Shall the Standard Law

Course Be Extended," he even argued for a four year law curriculum to match

that of the medical and dental schools.l0

The method of instruction moved inexorably toward the case method. Lec-

tures and note taking were an inadequate way to learn the law, "faulty because

it threw the bulk of the work upon the instructor." The textbook method called

for the student to exercise memory "rather than for the play of his analytical
faculties." The modern case system of legal education, pioneered by Christo-
pher Langdell at Harvard, kept the analytical faculties in constant play. This

method "assured a growth in mental vigor, and a facility in handling compli-
cated situations which is quite outside the possibilities of either the strict lec-

ture or text book system." Martin concluded, "the case system, whatever its

limitations and difñculties, has come to prevail in most of the leading schools."

By 1920 more than 80 percent of the law schools used the case method.lr
Martin distinguished between the "adjective law" of pleading, practice, and

procedure and the substantive law of Agenc¡ Bankruptc¡ Bills and Notes,

Contracts, Corporations, Domestic Relations, Equit¡ Insurance, Mortgages,

Partnership, Property, Sales, Suretyship, Torts, and tusts. I aw schools em-

phasizing the theoretical phase ofstudent preparation too often left the prac-

tical training "to be acquired after graduation." Martin admired the medical

education described in the 1910 Carnegie-sponsored Flexner Report, where
the last two years of medical education were clinical and practical rather than
theoretical. The Carnegie Foundation also produced a series of studies on legal
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education, including The Common Law and the Case Method in Americøn Uni-
ttersity Løw Schools by Iosef Redlich.12 Martin urged students studying "under
the very shadow of Federal, State and Municipal Courts" to visit the courts.

According to Martin, national and regional law schools were pedagogically
distinct:

A so-called national law school, depending for its support upon large

areas of the countr¡ must, in the nature of things, confine its in-
, struction Iargely to theor¡ for while the theory of law is the same
everywhere, the practice, or the actual working out of the theory in
the courts is very different.13

At the national schools, with their unwieldy numbers and overgrown classes,

"it is virtually out of the question to give each student the practical training
he needs." Whereas regional schools, like Creighton, had the advantage of pro-
viding a well-balanced course preparing the graduate to begin active work at
the bar. Something about Harvard must have gotten under the skin of fellow
midwesterner Roscoe Pound, who similarly favored regional law schools: "The
West has peculiar legal problems, and the older and longer-settled portions of
the country very often have little or no knowledge of or sympathy with these
problems. We can and we ought to train the future leaders of our bar at
home,"la

From Part-Time to Full-Time Faculty

Publicit¡ boosterism, catalogs, bulletins, postcards, and view books were
designed to attract law students to the "gateway of the west." Martin expressed
pride in the stature of the Omaha bar, the source of two American Bar Asso-

ciation presidents, James M. Woolworth (1896-97) and Charles F. Mander-
son (1899-1900).

Dean Martin's annual descriptions of the law school reflected the transfor-
mation between 1910 and 1920 to increasing reliance on a full-time faculty.
The law school teaching staff in 1913-I4 numbered seventeen; only four
lacked formal law degrees. By the time Martin resigned in 1920, the teaching
staff comprised Dean TePoel, professor-librarian-administrator Hugh F. Gille-
spie, four full-time teachers, and three part-time local practitioners.

In I9L2 Martin called Creighton a "practical Western law school" as "con-
trasted with the opportunities afforded by an Eastern school whose teachings

are unfamiliar with the West." The large enrollment at the eastern school pre-
vented preparation for practice. Three times in the same epistle Martin ex-
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tolled the virtue of a smaller school that permits "close personal contact" with
facult¡ provides "personal attention," and again, makes "personal contact pos-

sible." Creighton, Martin asserted, prided itself on its "individual contact be-

tween teacher and student, and the maximum of personal attention to those

who seek learning in the University's halls," thus fulfilling its policy that "no
student need complain that the individual is slighted in whatever department
of the institution he may enroll."15

In I9I4 Martin described the teaching staff as having "prepared for their
profession by taking a thorough course in a high grade law school," education

that enabled them to provide practical and theoretical instruction to
Creighton's students. "The teachers bring to their work the zeal of men who,

from daily contact with the practical side of the profession, realize the need

of thorough training." Martin felt that students benefited by participating in
the "upbuilding of an institution."

Martin's efforts to create a full-time faculty "fully abreast of the times" were

apparent by 1916: "The teaching is in the hands of full-time men and practi-

tioners, thus insuring a well-balanced course." The "maximum of personal

contact between teachers and students is secured" so that the faculty could
draw out and develop the student's "latent qualities of leadership." By this time,
students were required to engage in a fixed program of study: "There are no

elective courses; each student must take the work prescribed, the theory of the

school being that the faculty is better qualified than the students to determine
which courses are essential." The proscription of electives did not appear in
the 1918 law school bulletin.

Martin's recruitment of full-time faculty converted teaching from an occa-

sional to a professional calling. "The teaching staff, which was formerly re-

cruited solely from the ranks of practitioners, has been strengthened by the

addition of four full-time professors, and in every respect the institution has

conformed to the standard of the Association of American Law Schools." Mar-
tin placed instruction on "a different plane" from the school's earlier practices.
"Full-time men" would teach the "healy theoretical courses" as well as several

of the practical subjects, and a number of practitioners would supplement the

full-time staff "particularly along the lines of their practice."

The difûculty of simultaneously maintaining a private practice and serving

clients, while teaching and serving students, exercised the academy for
decades. Martin interposed:

Of the thousands who prove themselves competent students or prac-

titioners of the law, only a few can be depended upon to become suc-

cessful teachers of law. Every law school administrator recognizes that
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success at the law is no guaranty of success in the professor's chair,
not because the incumbent has been in practice, but because he does

not possess the gift.to

A practitioner does not lose the gift for teaching; thus it is preferable to find
good teachers who have practiced law.

John Bennewitz, in the first cadre of Creighton's law school teachers and
the first director of the Model House, resigned in late l9I2 to join the Union
Pacifrc Railroad Legal Department. The students passed a resolution "hand-
somely engrossed and framed," stating

Mr. Bennewitz has for several years given liberally of his time and en-

ergy to the work of instructing the classes of this college, and has by
his ability and zeal earned the respect, and by genial good-fellowship,
the esteem and admiration of each and every Creighton man.

Six students signed the testimonial; only three graduated. Despite resigning,
Bennewitz continued teaching, offering a new course in 1913, Conveyancing
and the Examination of Abstracts, touted "to prove attractive in the extreme."
He continued as a faculty member, an authority on transportation law,
through 1922. In 1934he reflected before about 500 seniors at the alumni
banquet, "Creighton builds moral character first, and then it trains its stu-
dents to build from sound premises to sound conclusions." Bennewitz retired
from the railroad in 1953. Charles Bongardt, AB'20, LLB'22, a Creighton law
professor of twenty years' standing, assumed his position. Bennewitz died in
1957.

Martin hired labor specialist Anson Hardin Bigelow, LLB'12. Born in 1867

in Illinois, he'earned his bachelor of science degree at the University of Ne-
braska in 1887. He edited the Hesperian at Nebraska, the Greeley News, and.

Labor Wøve, the Knights of Labor paper published in Omaha, and was state
secretary of the Knights of Labor. He taught in several public school systems,
including Scotia, Greele¡ Aurora, Minden, and Falls City in Nebraska,
LeMars in lowa, and Lead in South Dakota, frequently doubling as super-
intendent of schools. He served in the South Dakota House of Representa-

tives and as clerk in the Nebraska legislature. Bigelow and E. J. McVann,
manager of the Tiaffic Bureau, entering as freshmen in 1911, were welcomed
as "among the more prominent new students." A note on the bulletin board
on October 16, 1911, stated, "LOST-Mr. A. H. Bigelow has lost his text
on Torts. Finder will please return to him or leave it at the office."

The following years brought Bigelow a mixture of personal tragedy and
professional advancement. The 1913 Easter Day tornado left his wife dead and
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his daughter seriously injured.rT Bigelow went into partnership with fellow
Creighton law graduates William Sternberg, AB'07, LLB'10, and Charles F.

Schrempp, LLB'13, offrcing in the Omaha National Bank Building. Bigelow

taught European and American histor¡ child stud¡ educational theory and
practice, and pedagogy in Creighton's summer school for teachers. He joined

the law school staff in 1913 to teach Property. He took over the Model House

from Bennewitz, organizing it along the lines of a legislative assembly. He pub-
lished "The Model House" in the Creighton Chroniclets and "Training Young

Lawyers in the Way Laws Are Made-Creighton's Model House" and "The Re-

lation of Directors of a Corporation to Individual Stockholders" in the Cen-

trøl Løw JournøI.re Bigelow campaigned unsuccessfully for Douglas County at-

torney in1914 and as the 1916 Progressive candidate for Congress. He filed
to run for the state senate in 1918 and left the law school in 1919.

Neal D. Reardon also joined the law school faculty in 1913. He earned his

A.B. at the University of Illinois in 1900, his law degree at Northwestern in
1908, and a master's degree from the University of Chicago in 1911. He taught
law briefly in Chicago. At Creighton he taught Common Law Pleading, Per-

sons, Code Pleading, Tiial Practice, Damages, Sales, Abstracts, and Legal Bib-
liography. His pedagogical ideas appeared in "Practical Legal Education" in
the Creighton Chronicle (1917). He also published several other articles in the

Chronicle, including "Roger Brooke Tane¡ Chief Justice: His Letter on 'The

Star Spangled Banner"'and "What Is a Political Offense?"2o

Reardon took a leave of absence in 1918-19 to pursue postgraduate work
at Harvard, an institution he found "almost entirely given over to military ac-

tivities." He returned to Creighton but left again in 1922 to teach Real Prop-
ert¡ Torts, and Private Corporations for two years at De Paul University Law

School in Chicago. He went into private practice and died in Peoria in 1948.

Reardon's will established the Francis Gerald Griffen Reardon Endowed Schol-

arship, honoring his brother, to assist worthy Creighton law students pro-
ducing a dissertation on legal ethics.

Donald f. Burke, LLB'12, born in Council Bluffs, Iowa, was hired in 1917

to teach Persons, Criminal Law Torts, Code Pleading, and Trial Practice and

to serve as presiding judge in moot court.2r An ardent debater, he had gradu-
ated from law school cum laude. He practiced law in Omaha in partnership
with Henry Monsky for three years. Following military service in World War
I, Burke returned to teaching. In 1925 he published "Methods of Têaching

Pleading and Practice" in the American Løw School Review.

Burke was a joiner, an organizer, a leader, and instrumental in establishing
legal fraternities at Creighton. He belonged to the Red Cross, Rotary Club,
Ifuights of Columbus, Omaha Chamber of Commerce, Salvation Arm¡ Com-



70 2 . CONSOLIDATION AND PROFESSIONALIZATION

munity Chest, St. Vincent de Paul Societ¡ Ak-Sar-Ben, and the Omaha Pro-
fessional Men's Club. While "perfectly willing to remain in the teaching pro-
fession for the rest of his lifej'he resigned in 1928 to become vice president of
the George H. Lee Company and Poultry Remedies Compan¡ Omaha man-
ufacturers of stock and poultry medicine. In 1960 he donated 475 books of a
"spiritual nature" to the fesuit Fathers'Librar¡ and another gift of books went
to Creighton Prep. Burke died in 1971.

Hugh F. C¡llespie
Professor, Librarian/ Secretary

Hugh Francis Gillespie, 8409, M411, LLB'15, born in Pottsville, Penn-
sylvania, in 1887, served as superintendent of schools in Greele¡ Nebraska,
from 1909 to l9ll.zz He began his almost four decade tenure at Creighton in
1911 as a Creighton High School instructor. He taught mathematics, English,
histor¡ and economics. Appointed College Registrar in 1912, he also served

as the university librarian. He earned his law degree in Creighton's night law
school, attended the Catholic University of America as a Knights of Colum-
bus Fellow, earning his LL.M. in 1917, and returned to Creighton when the
law library required the "attention of a full-time man." Although not a librar-
ian, Gillespie had done research at the Library of Congress. He was hired in
part to recatalog and rearrange the law library. The "war-time disarrangement"
provided the opportunity to improve the library to first-class condition. The
l9l7 Courier reported, "The library is ranked as one of the fifteen big law
school libraries of the United States."

Gillespie married Helen E. Mulvehill in 1922. Very active in campus life,
he chaired Creighton's fiftieth anniversary homecoming festivities in 1928, co-
ordinating eight hundred pounds ofbeef, four thousand buns, countless jars

of pickles, many bushels of apples, and one hundred pounds of coffee for
three thousand guests. He announced the arrival of a baby son in the midst
of homecoming activities. He served as Creighton Alumni Council president
ín 1929-30. His participation in the faculty Sodality club included a presen-

tation on Alfred E. Smith's Up to Now, fhe 1929 autobiography of the 1928

Democratic presidential nominee. ln 1933 he spoke to the Faculty Study Club
about foseph Gurn's lg32biography of Charles Carroll (1737-1832), a devout
Catholic signer of the Declaration of Independence. Gillespie played bridge
and collected coins and stamps.

He made presentations on "Catholic Leadership" and "Catholic Education"
at Knights of Columbus meetings. In 1933 he hosted Martin H. Carmod¡ the
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Supreme Knight of the Order. Gillespie attended the 1935 Knights of Colum-
bus Convention in New York and wielded some authority over the members

in eastern Nebraska.

During the 1920s and '30s Gillespie gave talks on the local radio station
WOW. In 1926 he received appreciative telegrams from Greele¡ Nebraska,

and Electra, Texas, for his talk on the World Court, the substance of which
he published in 1926 in Shadows, Creighton's literary magazine. Later in the
year he spoke on "Tampering with the Constitution." His 1928 radio talk
"Bringing the Constitution Down to Date" conceded that amending the lame

duck provision did not damage the integrity of the Constitution. His inter-
est in Latin America led in 1928 to "Relations with South America" on
wow.23

By 1936 Gillespie's tenure at Creighton rivaled that of the beloved and

world renowned astronomer, the Reverend William F. Rigge, S.J., who arrived
at Creighton University in 1896 and taught astronomy, physics, chemistry and

mathematics. Rigge died in 1927. Gíllespie reflected,

It's hard to realize that the Creighton of today has grown from the

college I enrolled in back in 1905. Then we had seven buildings and

six colleges; now we have 24 buildings and l3 schools and colleges.

The enrollment in 1905 was 726; now it is 2,742.

In 1938 students lauded Professor Gillespie for his "painstaking analysis; clear,

guiding distinction; pervading idea of actual application. The sound synthe-

sis of theor¡ decision, and praclice)'2a

Gillespie died at age sixty of a heart attack at his home on April 7, 1948.

He had been on the Hilltop for thirty-eight years, serving as professor of law,

secretary of the school, and director of the law library.2s His wife Helen man-
aged the university bookstore. The Creighton Alumnus recorded: "He has been

more than an alumnus and a member of the faculty - he has been and will al-

ways be remembered as an essential part of the School of Law."

William P. Sternberg:
A Lifetime at Creighton

William P. Sternberg, AB'07, LLB'10, another pivotal Martin hire, taught
at Creighton from l9l7 to 1959. His life has been well presented by Professor

Ronald Volkmer in Creighton Løwyer, where Volkmer correctly observed,
"When the history of Creighton Law School is written, the name of William
Peter Sternberg will be prominent."26 Sternberg's longevity at Creighton, in-
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cluding his undergraduate and law school years, encompasses the deanship of
Mahone¡ Martin, TePoel, and Doyle.

Born in Clinton, Iowa, in 1880, Sternberg attended St. Benedict's College
in Atchison, Kansas, and Drake University. He left a position as a rural school
teacher to attend Creighton. Sternberg's senior thesis, "The Opinion in the
Haddock Case," won first prize among the twenty-three theses submitted in
19 10. Retitled "Divorce and the Supremel Court," it appeared in the Creighton
Chronicle. He went into private practice in Humphrey, Nebraska. In 1912 he

returned to Omaha to practice law with Anson H. Bigelow in the Omaha Na-
tional Bank Building. Sternberg, inclined to college teaching, awaited the right
opportunity. An abortive offer to teach in Milwaukee brought him back to
Omaha. In l9I7 he taught English in Creighton's Arts and Sciences College.

He joined the Creighton law faculty in l9I7 as a part-time lecturer, taught
Code Pleading at University of Omaha School of Law, and assumed full-time
status at Creighton in 1920.

Sternberg declared his teaching philosophy in "The Duty and Happiness of
Culture" inthe Creighton Chronicle (1916). He hoped to instill the awareness that
the student "has a duty of ceaseless self-improvement," a duty that carried a strong
religious tone. The "more we strive after perfection, recognizing God as our goal,

the easier and the more pleasant does the performance of this duty become." It
appears, however, that the pursuit of Mammon and godly self-culture were not
contradictory. Sternberg taught Propert¡ Contracts, Agency, and Partnership.

Sternberg, proud of his German heritage, spoke for the local German com-
munit¡ particularly during World War I, when civil liberties were severely

tested in the name of Americanism and loyalty. Sternberg suffered as he wit-
nessed the vitriolic attacks upon German-Americans in the press and in state

and federal legislation. Quietly incensed by the quickly passed Trading with
the Enemy Act, he published "The First Amendment" in the November 1917

Creighton Chronicle. Sternberg worried that freedom of speech, of the press,

and of religion, integral to American civilization, was threatened. In Meyer t.
Nebraska the United States Supreme Court overturned Nebraska's notorious
attack on teaching the German language.2T Sternberg "ventured to suggest that
we cannot afford to abandon the principle at home for which we shall shed

our blood abroad." In "Wilson, The Prophet of the New Order," appearing in
the November 1918 Creighton Chronicle, Sternberg hailed America's unselfish
intervention in the war, warned against "nationalistic myopia," and praised the
prospect that "internationalism is coming to be recognized more and more as

the only security for democracy and hence the paramount purpose of the war."

He pointed out that Pope Leo XIII's 1901 encyclical, Grøyes de Communi Re,

spoke to the spirit of Christian democracy.
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Professor Sternberg enjoyed the podium. In 1931 he gave the alumni wel-
come to Patrick J. Mahan, S.J., the new university president. His laudatory
speech distinguished between fame and notoriet¡ institutional and self-pub-
licity. He declared that although "the materialism of our age has affected and

deteriorated the work of so many so-called educational institutions," it had

not yet been felt at Creighton.ze In 1935, under the title "The Liberty of the

Press," he talked before the women lawyers of the Omaha Bar Association
about the permissible publication of communistic and syndicalist newspapers

and the postmaster general's prohibition of mail delivery. In 1933 he delivered

the commencement address at his alma mater, St. Benedict's College in Atchi-
son, Kansas. A 1938 student homage attempted to capture Sternberg presence:

"The classic diction, the eye to essence, the perfect organization oflegal analy-

sis; illumination through acarracy:'2e In 1943 he delivered the commencement

address at Creighton.
Sternberg's jurisprudential publications included "Natural Law in Ameri-

can lurisprudence," appearing in Notre Dame Lawyer (1938) and "The Ade-
quacy of Scholastic ldealism" in Nebraska Løw Review (1941). Other articles

appeared in Marquette Lqw Review, Georgetown Law lournal, and Nebrøska

Law Bulletin.
Sternberg retired in 1958, forty-one years after joining the faculty. At a ban-

quet at the venerable Blackstone Hotel, Dean Doyle described Sternberg's un-
selfrsh and devoted public service, fulfilling "the classical ideal of what a uni-
versity professor should be." Beyond his expert knowledge of contracts,
partnership, and property lay his "subtle sure influence of a fine mind, firmly
based in Christian precepts, on the true values of life." Sternberg's library-a
collection of over two thousand German and English books on theology, phi-
losoph¡ literature, art, and history-reflected his cultured life. Former stu-
dents presented him with a bound volume of four hundred letters and a purse

of $1,300. The monetary gift is significant because Sternberg was the first fac-

ulty member to retire and Creighton, like many schools, had not yet adopted

an appropriate retirement program. Senator Roman Hruska printed an ac-

count of Dean Doyle's tribute to Sternberg in ihe Congressional Record of May
5, 1958. Professor Sternberg died in 1960 atÍhe age of79.

Admission, Tuition, Enrollment, Legal Ethics,
and Senior Thesis

Admission requirements continued to rise, reflecting the need for profes-
sionalization. Initiall¡ graduation from an accredited high school permitted
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entry to the law school without examination. In 1909 admission required satis-

factory completion of four years of high school. The 19 1 6 admission standards

required one year of undergraduate study and a prelegal program proposed for
students with inadequate preparation "to accommodate those applicants for a

degree who have only four years of high school work." Evening instruction in
philosoph¡ English histor¡ English rhetoric, and literature would be offered at

the College of Law. Martin suggested a prelegal course of study including much
history, English, political economy, and foreign languages.

Rising tuition did not appear to affect enrollment. For many students, the
drive for education transcended its cost. Raising entrystandards, however, had
a demonstrable effect on enrollment. There were enrollment bumps. Freshman

day enrollment in 1912 was twenty-two, and in 1913, flfty-two. Despite the in-
creased admission requirement, freshman enrollment rose from twenty-seven
day and thirty-five night students in 1915 to seventy-five by 1918. War reduced
the freshman class to thirty-two in 1918. The highest total enrollment during
Dean Martins tenure was 172 in 1914 and the lowest was ninety-nine in 1919.

Jesuits continued to teach Legal Ethics. William P. Whelan, S.J., supervisor of
the professional departments of the university (I91I-12), taught Legal Ethics in
1911.30ThomasJ. Livingstone, S.J., taughtthecourseonehourperweekin 1913-

14 using the same texts as his predecessor. Francis Cassill¡ S.f., supervisor of the
Colleges of Law and Dentistry, taught ethics from l9l4 to 1922. He gave seven

lectures based on the American Bar Association Canons of Ethics. In 1919 Cas-

silly adopted George P. Costigant Cases and Other Authorities on Legal Ethics in
a course for seniors. Costigan had succeeded Roscoe Pound as law school dean

at the University of Nebraska in 1907, and he published the 616-page book with
West Publishing in 1917. In December 1922the holiday"season opened with an

examination for the seniors in Legal Ethics. Sad though it may sound, there will
be no vacation in the interim between the old and new semesters."3l

Lawyers'ethical behavior wasn't merely a theoretical topic at Creighton.
Dean Martin expressed concern for the low esteem in which lawyers were held:

To be sure, lawyers are not all high-minded men, but neither are all
those who follow other walks of life. A lawyer is much like his fellows,
whatever their occupation. He is subject to the same environment,
the same temptations, the same inexorable sway of demand and sup-
ply. Blot out the law and lawyers and civilization dies with them.32

The public searches for a scapegoat. "Deplore it as we ma¡ explain it as we
will, we must admit that there is widespread popular dissatisfaction with law
and lawyers; the profession has lost its old time supremacy''He wrote in "Fee

Splitting" (May 1913) on Nebraska Legislature Senate File 340, "An Act to
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make it unlawful for any physician or surgeon to whom a patient is sent for
treatment to divide fees or pay commissions." During World War I Martin
voiced concern regarding profiteering.33

Graduation requirements from 1909 to 1913 included a senior thesis with
a minimum length of three thousand words. Martin had been impressed with
Harvard's undergraduate requirement of a fifteen to twenty page thesis, and

the same became part of the Creighton law curriculum.3a A sample of these

essays by Creighton law graduates who became prominent in the profession

includes James H. Hanley, "The Right of the State to Legislate with Reference

to Aliens"; William Grodzinsþ, "Freedom of Contract"; R. i. Madden, "Rights
of the Vendor and Vendee"; George A. Keyser, "Circumstantial Evidence: The
White Case"; Eugene D. O'Sullivan, "Domicile"; Arthur W. Procter, "Mental
Anguish"; William P. Sternberg, "The Opinion in the Haddock Case"; Fran-
cis P. Matthews, "Contracts for the Benefit of a Third Party"; Henry Monsþ,
"The Power of the Courts to Declare Laws Unconstitutional"; C. F. Schrempp,
"Quotations as Distinguished from an Offer"; and John W. Delehant, "Im-
possibility as a Defense to Actions Ex-Contractu."

The Model House

The Model House, introduced in October 1911 to mimic the House of Rep-

resentatives, substituted "for the old-fashioned debating society" and "Public
Speaking." It educated students in "Parliamentary Law and Contemporary Leg-

islation." The faculty directors-John Bennewitz, a former secretary to a con-
gressman; Anson Bigelow, a former legislator; and Donald Burke, an eminent
debater,-all had experience in politics and oratory. Law students were re-
quired to participate for a minimum of two years. The Model House, like
moot court, took place in a room capable of seating two hundred spectators.
Creighton undergraduates, Central High School civics students, and teachers

were invited to attend.
Students tackled serious, controversial, and timely issues including the

eight-hour da¡ compulsory declaration of intention to marry one month be-
fore a marriage ceremony could be lawfully performed, and providing pain-
less death for those mortally sick. The initial list of proposed topics in public
dispute was ambitious and daunting:

( 1) Repeal of the daylight saloon bill
(2) Provide a board of arbitration for the compulsory settlement of dis-

putes between capital and labor
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Figure 11: Newly Elected Officers of Creighton Model House. Lawrence Chap-
man, Sergeant at Arms, Professor A.H. Bigelow, Director, Louis D. Kavanagh,
Chief Clerk, John O. Moran, Speaker, Edward F. Sheehan, Assistant or Journal
Clerk, 1913.

(3) Certificate of health to be presented by both parties prior to obtain-
ing a marriage license

(4) A single tax
(5) Recall of the judiciary
(6) Government ownership of the railroads
(7) Admission to the bar after three years of law school and one year ap-

prenticeship in law office
(8) Metropolitan-class cities to have a three-lawyer board to consider in-

terests of poor litigants
(9) Woman suffrage

(10) Abolition of capital punishment
(11) Distribution of funds earned by convict labor
(12) State board of censorship for dramatic productions.

Dissenting from the notion that "oratory was dead," Bigelow widely publi-
cizedthe Model House as a forum for honing public speaking skills. His 1917

Creigþton Chronicle essa¡ "The Model House," noted that the program pro-
vided the student with the practical knowledge of parliamentary law, "a power
to think on his feet, and express his thoughts clearly and concisely" and a
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"practical acquaintance with legislative procedure." The Model House met each

term for seven weeks on Wednesday evenings.

ln I9l4 the freshman curriculum included a semester of Parliamentary Law

followed by a course in A.rgumentation and Public Speaking, During 1915-16
Professor Fred M. Gregg, author of Høndbook of Parliamentary Law (1910)

delivered a short address, "The Psychology of Parliamentary Law," that "was

listened to with the closest attention and was roundly applauded at the close

of his remarks."
The Model House undoubtedly whetted political ambition. During 1914

several Creighton law graduates ran successfully for county attorney positions
in Albion, Beatrice, Broken Bow, Geneva, Grand Island, and Greeley in Ne-
braska; Custer, Hot Springs, and Sturgis in South Dakota; and Laramie in
Wyoming. Two were elected to Nebraska's lower house. Losses occurred in
Seneca, Kansas, and Kearney. In 19i6, four Creighton law graduates entering
the Nebraska lower house were said to have "had the advantage of work in the

Model House."

Bigelow observed that "interest in the proposed legislation sometimes be-

comes quite keen" in Model House debates. In 1919 consideration of 'A Bill for
an Act to Prohibit the teaching of foreign languages in Nebraska's public and

private schools in all grades below the ninth grade," a cause reflecting the anti-
German sentiment of many Nebraskans, made for an "intensely interesting and

exciting affairl'A joint resolution from the Model House petitioned the U.S.

Senate to rati$' the peace treaty with German¡ which the Senate "ultimately de-

feated by a bare margin." The international focus continued in February 1920

with a petition to Congress to recognize the Irish Republic. "The current ses-

sion has been extremely popular, due largely to the timeliness of the questions

discussed as well as the forensic talent on displa¡ and its passing is deeply re-
gretted." In May 1920 the Model House deliberated income tax and Prohibition.

The 1 BB5 Cherry Wood Bench
and Moot Court

The majesty and expectation of the law is reflected in iconic architecture
and grandiose furnishings. The Douglas County Court House, dedicated on
May 28, 1885, had replaced the earlier 1850s courthouse. lohn C. Cowin, for-
mer Republican congressional and senate candidate, remarked at the dedica-

tion that as "grand and majestic as are these walls rising above the city on this
beautiful eminence, looking out upon the habitation and pursuits of more
than 60,000 people in this city," this edifice is "destined to look upon her
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Figure 12: Creighton College of Law Court Room Number One.

[Omaha's] hundreds of thousands of souls yet unborn." He added, "Who shall

say that I am not a prophet when I declare that this spacious building must in
time give place to one more modern, one even more spacious?" In l9L2 a

$1,000,000 courthouse, still standing, was erected on the same site as the 1885

building. Creighton University acquired some of the old courthouse furnish-
ings, including chairs, a jury box, railings, and an impressive cherry wood
bench that has served as Creighton Law School's icon for almost 100 years.3s

In I9I2 |udge Lee S. Estelle recalled, before an audience including l25law
students, that as the district attorney in 1886 he had prosecuted his first crim-
inal case before a judge sitting on this bench, which graced Court Room No.
I for twenty-seven years. For many it represented the administration of jus-
tice and the memory of Omaha's legal culture. It provided the site for me-
morial exercises for deceased members of the local bar. Differing accounts
place the cost of constructing the bench at $3,000 and $6,700. It was valued
at $10,000 when installed and dedicated by Judge Estelle ín l9I2 in Creighton
Institute's Court Room No. 1, which seated two hundred people. In 1921 the
bench was moved to the law building on campus and today it shines in the
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Ahmanson Law Center's Doyle Appellate Court Room showing its age only in
its century old style.

The bench, which had for a quarter of a century been the site of numerous

hearings, trials, and sentencings, continued to serve that function in the con-

trived educational atmosphere of moot court. Moot court in l9I2-13 featured

a series of Friday evening lectures to accommodate the night students. The

Creighton Chronicle published a number of these talks, including Assistant Dean

C. J. Smyth's, "The Preparation of a Case for Tiiali'Mayor Edward P. Smitht,
"Tiial of a Lawsuiti' Federal |udge Joseph Woodroughs, "Reform of Legal Pro-

cedure," Frank H. Gaines's, "The Art of Cross Examinationi' H. C. Brome's, "Tiial
of a Lawsuitj' John F. Stoutt, "Selection and Management of a fury," and A. L.

Sutton's, "Conduct in Court." In 1913 Louis I. TePoel took charge of moot court,
presiding over fourteen trials in Court Room No. 1. fudge Edward Simeral heard

appellate arguments in Court Room No. 2 andín l9l5lectured on Legal Täctics.

The Debate Têam of Francis P. Matthews,

John Wayne Delehant, Henry Monsky,
and Philip E. Horan

Debate and oratory continued as vital features of undergraduate and grad-
uate education at Creighton. Three contentious political and social issues

dominated the 1911 debates: "Resolved, that the principle of the recall of
judges should be extended so as to apply to all judges except those of the
United States Supreme Court"; "Resolved, that the right of suffrage should be

granted to women"; and "Resolved, that the Sherman anti-trust law should be

abolished." But more significant was the portentous character of the debaters.36

The young men who made up the 1911-12 debate team came from vari-
ous backgrounds. Francis P. Matthews, ]ohn Wayne Delehant, Henry Mon-
sk¡ and Philip E. Horan are unprecedented for their individual contributions
to Creighton, as well as to national and international affairs. This memorable
quartet, were joiners, servers, and leaders whose contributions continued into
the mid-twentieth century.

Francis P. Matthews, B,{10, M,{11, LLB'13, born inAlbion, Nebraska, in
1897, lost his father at the age of nine. He worked his way through school
scrubbing floors, waiting on tables, selling men's furnishings, and tutoring
Latin and Greek at Creighton Prep. Excelling in orator¡ he received the first
prize in the Nebraska Intercollegiate Oratorical contest for his presentation
"On the Sands of Time."
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'r /"'<.y

Figure 13: A Law School Lecture Hall, 1905-1920. Postcard courtesy of Helen
and David Edwards.

Like many Creighton faculty members and graduates, Matthews played a
prominent role in the Knights of Columbus, rising by 1925 to membership on
the Supreme Board of Directors. Matthews, an accomplished public speaker,

addressed the Omaha Rotary Club in March 1928 on "Installment Selling":
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Figure 14: Varsity Team for South Dakota Debate 1911-1912. Francis P.

Matthews, Philip E. Horan, John W. Delehant, and Henry Monsky (Alternate),
1911-1912.

Today sixty per cent of all automobiles sold are purchased on the rn-
stallment plan. If they were not sold this way it would mean a loss of
two billion dollars in sales annually. The principle of installment busi-
ness in the world is hoary with age and respectabilit¡ and has grown
from a basic human need. By reason of it the average man buys sub-
stantiall¡ and is given an opportunity to enjoy the comforts of living
that would otherwise be impossible.3T

This topic was also the subject for the 1929 debate team.
Matthews entered public office as the Democratic nominee for Omaha's

Metropolitan Utilities District; by 1936 he was the chair. Mayor Roy N. Towl
appointed him in the 1930s to the Omaha library board. He chaired the Dou-
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glas County Democratic central committee and served as counsel for the Re-

construction Finance Corporation, created by President Herbert Hoover in
early 1932 to counter the Depression. In 1935 Matthews helped inaugurate
the national Catholic Action campaign. Other public service achievements in-
clude the 1938-39 presidency of the Community Chest and membership on
the boards of Father Flanagan's Boys Town and the National Christian Com-
mittee for the United Jewish Appeal.

During World War II, as a United Service Organization (USO) director,
Matthews visited twelve countries in Africa, Asia, and Europe to assess the
welfare problems among American soldiers. He received a private audience
with the Pope.

Matthews chaired the Nebraska delegation to the 1948 Democratic National
Convention in Philadelphia. President Tiuman appointed him vice chair of
the National Civil Rights Commission in 1948 and Secretary of the Navy in
1949, when the armed forces were undergoing reorganization pursuant to the
National Security Act of L947.38 His term included the early part of the Ko-
rean \Mar.

The Reverend Carl Reinert, S.f., president of Creighton University from 1950

to 1962, visited Matthews in Washington. They sailed the Potomac on
Matthews's yacht, Sequoia. According totheCreightonAlumnus, they"discussed
plans for Creighton in the face of the present military crisis and the drafting of
eighteen year olds."3e Matthews left the cabinet in 1951 to become ambassador

to Ireland, the home of his ancestors and longtime friend Eamon de Valera.

As Creighton's 1951 commencement speaker, Matthews proclaimed,

I love Creighton University from the fullness of a life enriched by the
benefits of my seven years of training under her influence. The ]esuit
system of education affords to every student submitted to its efficacy
a training in mind and soul adequate to qualifo him as a citizen of in-
telligence and integrity.

Anticommunism was in the air. Matthews added, "The world shudders in a

revulsion of fear. The smothering fear of despotism is creeping progressively

around the world. It emanates from the citadel of Communism, the Politburo,
and boasts arrogantly of its purpose to dominate all peoples." A year later,
Matthews died of a heart attack in Omaha at age sixty-flve.

|ohn Wayne Delehant, 8,A 10, M,A 11, LLB'13, born in a "soddy" (affec-

tionate term for houses on prairies constructed with sod) in Goodland,
Kansas, in 1890, grew up on a farm in Gage County near Wymore, Nebraska.

He enrolled in the night law school and served as the law librarian. He prac-
ticed in Beatrice from 1913 to 1942.In 1913 he chaired the Democratic Club.
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He married Loretta M. White, DDS'14, in 1917, a romance perhaps produced
by the law and dental schools being in the same building.+o He served as pres-

ident of the Lincoln District Creighton Alumni Club in 1935, vice president
of the Nebraska State Bar Association, and, in 1938, spoke to the Omaha Bar

Association at the Hotel Fontenelle supporting the proposed integrated bar, a

subject that will be discussed in more detail in Chapter 3.

He belonged to the Knights of Columbus, and in 1935 Pope Pius XI made

him a Knight of St. Gregory. A powerful orator, Delehant welcomed celebrants

to Creighton's frftieth anniversary in 1928 and to the 1932 commencement.
Many of his addresses were published. In 1938 he chaired the Democratic state

convention. President Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed Delehant to the fed-
eral district court in 1942 to succeed |udge Thomas C. Munger.al

Henry Monsk¡ LLB'12, born in Omaha in 1890, graduated from Central
High School in 1907. He entered the law school's night program in 1909,

transferring to day classes in 1910 and graduating first in his class in 1912. He
went into a short-lived partnership with Donald I. Burke, LLB'12, holder of
the second-highest grade average in the graduating class.

During World War I, Monsþ participated in Liberty Loan drives as a "Four
Minute Man" speaker, reportedly giving mesmerizing, patriotic fund-raising
appeals. He raised funds for the Red Cross, helped found the Omaha Welfare
Association and the Community Chest (predecessor of United Way of the
Midlands), and in 1924 served as president of the Nebraska Conference of So-

cial Work. His interest in juvenile delinquency led to his instrumental support
for his good friend the Reverend Edward Flanagan's favorite project, Boys

Town, and Monsky's depiction in the 1938 AcademyAward winning frIm Boys

Town as a businessman.a2 Monsky and his law partner of manyyears, William
Grodinsk¡ LLB'13, a Central High graduate and one of Creighton's youngest

law graduates, have streets in Boys Town named after them. Monsky delivered

Creighton's 1925 commencement address and chaired Creighton's 1937 Loy-
alty Fund drive.a3

Monsk¡ a Jew, could not join his Catholic friends in the Knights of
Columbus. Instead, he became active in B'nai B'rith, the world's largest few-
ish men's organization, transforming its membership base from assimila-
tionist German Reform Jews to more numerous Eastern European Jews who
supported Zionism. As early as I9I2 Monsky and law classmate Arthur
Rosenblum organized and were elected president and vice president of a new

Iewish club, Ahme¡ to further civic interests "among the Omaha people of
that nationality:'t+ Monsky facilitated the establishment of Aleph Zadik
Aleph (AZA), the world's largest Iewish youth organization, in 1924. His
presence in Omaha as a rising regional, national, and international B'nai
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B'rith leader, and the need to provide adult direction to AZA, led to Philip
Klutznick, LLB'30, from Kansas Cit¡ Missouri; Julius Jerome Bisno,
BPhil'33, from Memphis, Tennessee; and Max Baer, LLB'37, from South
Bend, to come to Omaha to assist B'nai B'rith and Monsky in his juvenile
social work as well as to get a higher education at Creighton University.
Klutznick, mentored by Monsky in B'nai B'rith, became a real estate devel-
oper and Jimmy Carter's Secretary of Commerce; more will be said of his
contribution to Creighton in Chapter 7' Bisno served as AZA executive sec-

retary and directed the Los Angeles Jewish Community Center. Baer went
into Jewish social services and published Dealing in Futures: The Story of a

Jewßh Youth Moyement, in 1983.
As B'nai B'rith international president in 1938, Monsþ emerged as a leading

spokesman for American |ewry opposing Nazi policy and the Holocaust. In 1941

President Roosevelt appointed him to a committee on volunteer participation
and civil defense. In 1945 General Dwight David Eisenhower bestowed on Mon-
sþ as B'nai B'rith's president, an award for patriotic service. Monsþ attended
the formation of the United Nations in 1945 in San Francisco. He died at the
age offifty-sevenin 1947. Klutznick spearheaded the erection ofthe eight-story
B'nai B'rith Building in Washington in 1956, a memorial to Monsþ.+s

Philip E. Horan, 8,A08, M,{10, LLB'13, attended night law school and
taught English history and algebra in Creighton's 1913 summer session. He
served as secretary at the creation of theAlumniAssociation in 1913. He filed
to run for the state House of Representatives in 1918. He left the firm of Ma-
honey and Kennedy in 1927 to join Mutual Health and Accident Association
of Omaha (Mutual of Omaha), rising to vice president and general counsel
by 1952. He taught at the law school during its difficult World War II years

and retired from Mutual in 1963. He died in 1972 at eighty-six.
These men studied, debated, and participated in moot court and the Model

House. They maintained lifelong friendships with each other based on shared

education, legal skills, ambition, public service, and a common interest in the
role of faith in the lives of their people. Beyond the religion-based associations

of the Knights of Columbus, Catholic Social Services, and B'nai B'rith, the
Iawyers met at civic organizations. They were interested in problems of juve-
nile delinquency. Paul Martin, for example, sat on the Boy Scouts'Court of
Honor, while federal judge |oseph Woodrough was board president. In early
1920, W. C. Fraser, LLB'08, and Henry Monsþ were elected to the Boy Scouts

of Omaha executive committee. Matthews and Monsky shared the stage at the
Community Chest and Boys Town. They gave commencement addresses at
Creighton and met at reunions, and social and political events. Deans Mar-
tin, TePoel, and Doyle sought their counsel. Matthews and Delehant were law
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partners, as were their sons. Matthews appears in histories of the Truman ad-

ministration. Delehant is memorialtzedby thirty years of judicial decisions.

Omaha's Henry Monsky Lodge of B'nai B'rith continues an active program.

"Confessions of a Law Student" and F¡nal Exams

Students came to Creighton University from all walks of life. They were re-

cent high school or college graduates, well into their first career, single, married,
Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, secular, from Omaha, Council Bluffs, or elsewhere.

They were studious, athletic, dramatically inclined, with interesting or mundane
jobs. Whatever their differences, by entering law school they voluntarily sub-
jected themselves to a shared, demanding, three- or four- year program. They
studied all night, whether to achieve academic excellence or just a passing grade.

They established friendships that endured a lifetime. Law school education is a

transformative experience: students learned about the law and about themselves.

The Creighton Courier published i'Confessions of a Law Student," seven let-
ters purportedly written by Iohn to George between the first week of the fall
lgI2lerm through final exams in April l9l3,by which time Creighton's legal

pedagogy had transformed first-year law student John. In his first letter to
George, lohn reported finding lodging in a private home for $20 a month in-
cluding utilities, adding, "New faces, new scenes, new methods of studying
almost make me feel like a man without a country."

|ohn attended two lectures every morning, each requiring about twenty-five
pages of reading, totaling 250 pages a week. His greatest diffrculty was adjust-

ing to the "Case System."'Why can't they give us definite information just like
our History and Mathematics teachers did at home" he complained. "In history
or mathematics precision is possible, but seemingly not in the law." John was

warned about "curbstone lawyers" whose advice is about as reliable as a quack

doctor's remedies. On December 15, he noted that about one-third to one-half
of the freshmen would go down to defeat in the first-semester examinations.

When John met an experienced old lawyer who asked about the "new-fan-

gled'Case System'," John explained it and both realized that they studied and

practiced law in the same manner, that is, looking for the "principles and their
application." The old lawyer exclaimed, "This throws a new light on the'sys-
tem,"' declaring, "I understand now why it has been adopted in all the lead-

ing law schools."

fohn's fellow students had interesting occupations: "One sells gent's fur-
nishings and shoes. Another typed in a law office. Three fellows sleep in an

undertaking establishment and answer the night bell for their room rent."
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By the end of the school year, John appears to haye survived, though he
notes that many were less fortunate: "the weaker students have been thoroughly
weeded out and their absence will raise the general average." His plans for the
summer seem more indicative of professorial wishes than a student's: "I have

made many new friends. On my summer vacation I shall not look at a law
book but shall confine myself to reading histor¡ political economy and cur-
rent events." As if his friend George were a potential law convert, |ohn closed
by stating, "I won't say any more to you now about the'Case Systemj but I want
to assure you that I think it is the only proper method of teaching law."a6

Like the fictional John, students studied, took exams, and awaited their re-
sults. Between 1909 and ),9L2 students with averages of 90 or above included
Eugene O'Sullivan, Arthur Proctor, John W. Delehant (96.25), Francis P.

Matthews (95.33), Henry Monsky (92.12), and Donald J. Burke (9I.69).
William Grodzinsk¡ graduating cum laude in 1913 with a 93 percent average,

received the Callaghan & Company book prize.In 1916 the American Law
Book Company gave the leading graduate the Cyclopaedia of Løw and Practice,

a considerableprize valued at $300. In 1916 students abiding bythe honor sys-

tem declared: "I hereby certifr upon my honor, that I have neither received nor
given help, directly or indirectly while taking the examination with which this
certificate is handed in."a7 In April 1920 "the grades for the first quarterþ exams

were distributed." ]udging "from general appearances, there were not a few who
were more than glad that the weeks of anxious suspense were at an end." In
December 1920 the Chronicle reported that grade results were awaited with
trepidation and fear, "as'flunking'means a lot to everybody, and particularly
to the Freshmen, since their initiation into the Greek letter societies hangs on
their success-and hangs by a thread, say we." In ]anuary 1921 grades were
"received without marked disturbance, except for sporadic outbursts of glee,

which were, however, quickly suppressed by the more prevalent groans."

Woodrow Wilson, Cood Fellowship,
and William Jennings Bryan

In the early twentieth century Creighton faculty and students were pre-
dominantly Democrats and supported their fellow scholar Woodrow Wilson.
Associate Dean Emeritus Smyth and loseph W. Woodrough were elected del-
egates to the Nebraska Woodrow Wilson League convention in Lincoln on
March 5, 1912. Woodrough, elected president of the League, delivered the
principal address. The delegates elected as secretary Herbert S. Daniel, a

1901 University of Virginia graduate and former Omaha City prosecutor,
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who taught at the law school from 1909 to 1915. Woodrough's electioneer-
ing extended to promoting Wilson in the Creighton Chronicle, where he

wrote "The Game You Can't Lose," about Wilson, good government, elec-

tions, and voting.
Wilson, then governor of New fersey and Democratic presidential candi-

date, visited Creighton on October 5, 1912. Constantine f. Smyth, while in-
troducing Wilson, described Creighton as a "splendid institution which gladly

throws its doors open to all worthy applicants without regard to race, religion
or condition." Wilson's speech, "The College Man," appeared in the October

Crei ght o n Chr oni cle.a8

Governor John H. Morehead arranged a special train for those attending
Wilson's inaugural in the capital. Morehead, |oseph Woodrough, Herbert
Daniel, and Kenned¡ as well as Inqpector General Albert D. Fetterman,
LLB'12, made a whistle-stop tour of Wilson's birthplace, Thomas fefferson's
home, James Monroe's farm, Zachary Taylor's birthplace, Manassas, the fa-

mous Civil War battlefield, and a national cemetery.ae

Smyth, Daniel, and Woodrough, staunch Wilson supporters, received pres-

idential patronage. Smyth moved his family to Washington to take up duties

as chief justice of the District of Columbia court of appeals. Daniel was ap-

pointed Omaha postmaster. Woodrough remained in Omaha as a U.S. dis-
trict judge and recounted his activities in Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas'

Missouri, and Oklahoma courts in "Beginning My Work on the Federal

Bench" in the 1918 Creighton Chronicle. In 1924 Woodrough delivered a eu-

logy for President Wilson at the civic auditorium before 4,000 mourners.
Good Fellowship Law School Banquets, siarting around 1912, joined the

Founders' Day festivities as Creighton special events cementing the student,
faculty,local community, and alumni network. There may have been a moral
component beyond fellowship. The Creighton Courier reported in May 1915

that education was a "grinding and amalgamating" affair, describing it some-

what cryptically as a "very moulding process." Such pressures, the author con-

cluded, created the need for relief from the constant competition.

The more good fellowship, therefore, the better-not the sham good

fellowship which involves compromise, surrender of proper ideals'
frequenting of improper places, indulgences in dangerous practices,

but the genuine good fellowship which is founded on respect, actu-
ated by proper motives ... in the accomplishment of which we may

develop to the fullest our native powers.so

Banquet venues included the Commercial Club, Hotel Rome, Henshaw Hotel
Rathskeller, Paxton Hotel, Hotel Fontenelle, Blackstone, Brandeis Restaurant,
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Elks Club, Ad Sell Grill, Burgess-Nash Tea-Room, and Knights of Columbus
Grill. The menus were mouthwatering.

On March 23, 1916, the Good Fellowship dinner at the Henshaw Hotel fea-
tured William Jennings Bryan. One hundred seventy-seven guests attended
the fête in a room festooned with bunting, pennants, and flags, with the menu
presented as a legal brief. Bryan "was plainly in a happy mood and the ease

and grace and vigor of his address was freely commented upon. Round after
round of applause greeted the speaker," and his address, "The Lawyer," ap-
peared inthe Creighton Chronicle. Miss Gladys Shamp, LLB'18, a class speaker,

spoke on "Womant Place in the Law." Banquet guests received a memento, pa-
perweights with the university seal. The Great War temporarily interrupted
the annual Good Fellowship banquets, which appear to have come to an end
during the Depression, superseded by homecomings, commencements, and
reunions.

War, Patriotism, Preparedness, and Peace

World War I may loom larger in Creighton history than World War II, the
Korean War, or the Vietnam War. Patriotism and camaraderie dipped deep
into Creighton's small, cohesive student body. The Great War generation had
not seen major carnage in its lifetime; people were more involved in civic life
and perhaps less callous.

America's entry into the First'World War on April 6, 1917, temporarily
changed the school's orientation. Law students devoted eleven hours per week
to military training, five hours to Military Law and International Law (taught
by Dean Martin and Hugh Gillespie), and three hours to War Issues. They
were permitted to elect six additional hours from the regular law curriculum.

Stories inthe Creighton Chronicle reflected a military buildup. The War De-
partment established federal training camps for civilians during the summer
of 1913. From August 10 to September 6, 1916, Donald l. Burke, along with
three thousand other men, attended the Business Men's Camp, or Senior
Camp, held at Plattsburg, New York. Burke wrote about his Plattsburg expe-
rience in the Creighton Chronicle noting approvingl¡ "These training camps
for civilians are the first steps in the movement for universal military training
and service in this country." Burke, along with fellow graduate Joseph j. Fraser,

was soon appointed to the United States Army Officers Reserve Corps.sr Burke
served two years as a first lieutenant in the infantry in France and the army of
occupation in Germany. F. |ulius Festner, AB'13, LLB'18, described activities
on the U.S.-Mexican border in "With Our Militia on the Border." Harley G.
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Moorhead, a 1902 Columbia law graduate and Douglas County election com-

missioner from 1912 lo 1923, authored "Recruiting the National Army"; Paul

G. Weisenhorn, LLB'16, wrote "Training Officers for Our Army''; and Edward

J. McVann, LLB'13, contributed "Washington in War-Time."
On April ll, 1917, five days after the declaration of war, Iowa Judge Mar-

tin ). Wade delivered the Good Fellowship Banquet speech at the Blackstone

Hotel. "Education in Americanism" reinforced the nationalism circulating at

Creighton and across the nation. Wade, an 1886 State University of Iowa grad-

uate, taughtlawfrom 1890 to 1903, served as an Iowajudge from 1893 to 1902,

and represented Iowa in Congress from 1903 to 1905. His life of service to state

and nation continued with his nomination to the federal bench in 1915. |udge
Wade quoted President Wilson's charge to newly naturalized citizens:

The strength of a nation, my fellow citizens, does not rest so much

in its thinking as in its feeling. The heart of a nation is just as pure,

just as warm, just as genuine as the hearts of its citizens, and outside

of the heart there is no life.

Wade expanded on Wilson's patriotic appeal by calling for a kind of unthink-
ing, blind allegiance to country:

We need souls who will cry out even in the hour of personal dis-

tress and disappointment, 'My country, may she always be right, but
right or wrong, my country!'And we need the spirit which will in-
spire the expression, 'The laws of my country may they always be just,

but just or unjust-the laws of my country!'
May these ideals be realized in this practical age? I see no obstacle

save lack of purpose and weakness of spirit.

Wade advocated teaching Elementary Law in secondary schools, reasoning that

it would "inspire a higher regard for law and for lawful authority." He insisted

that'the "sole remedy" for the country's lack of national unity and commit-
ment to service "lies in the education of our children in this freld in order that

they may be qualified when they must assume the responsibilities of life." His

nationalism even led him to discreetly decline Pope Pius XI's offer of a com-

mandership in the order of the Knights of St. Gregor¡ citing Article 1, Sec-

tion 9 of the Constitution.
While not all of Creighton's law community could answer the call to arms,

manyworked on the home front. Raymond G. Young, LLB'08, president of the

Omaha Bar Association, took a prominent part in the second Liberty Bond Loan

campaign. He asked lawyers to volunteer for the Nebraska Liberty Loan Com-

mittee's four-minute speaking campaign. Several Creighton men served as Four
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Minute speakers, including Paul L. Martin, John A. Rine, J. W. Woodrough, f.
A. C. Kenned¡ |ohn A. Bennewitz, Edward F. Lear¡ and Henry Monsþ. In
1918, Professor Bigelow and the Red Cross raised 915,000 from schoolchildren.

Other activities supporting the war effort emerged from civic and religious
organizations; here again Creighton's law community played its part. The
Knights of Columbus War Fund campaign supported social services for
Catholics in military camps. William C. Fraser and Francis P. Matthews had
leadership roles in the Knights program. Matthews's Great War experience
with the Knights no doubt influenced his World War II USO consolidation ef-
fort. Protestants and |ews relied on the YMCA and the Jewish Welfare Board
to provide services for their servicemen.

Creighton Cold Stars

Many Creightonians enlisted, and some paid the ultimate price. Creighton
University students, faculry and alumni provided 1,377 waniors in World War
I. One law college faculty member, sixty-eight students, and 155 alumni and
former students donned the American uniform. Twenty-seven Creighton men,
including seven from the law college, were killed in the war. The Gold Star
symbolized that a family had lost a serviceman in the war.52

Waldo E. Shillington, Bß.17, won first place and $75 in the Nebraska Inter-
collegiate Peace Association debate for his 1916 presentation, "Enlightened Pub-
lic Opinion," wherein he proposed universal peace based on a court of arbitra-
tion at The Hague and treaties between nations.53 "Shilly" volunteered for the
ArmyAir Corps. The twenty-five-year-old flrst lieutenant died when his De Hav-
iland airplane, flying on a practice run, accidentally crashed in a French forest.
"Death came instantaneously. No reason can be given for the crash." Shillington's
Captain wrote, "It is just one of those inexplicable accidents that can never be
logically explained." Mourning the lieutenant's loss, Dean Martin wrote that Shilly

was a man of more than ordinary ability and was very popular at the
Universit¡ not only in his classes but in football and musical circles
as well. He was very much interested in the institution's welfare....
His loss is keenly felt by both faculty and fellow students, who find
some consolation in the thought that he died as he lived-full of en-
ergetic devotion to a task worth while.sa

The Spanish influenza pandemic of 1918 increased Creighton's war losses.

Lieutenant Walter M. Stillman, LLB' 17 , came to Omaha in 1893 from a South
Dakota ranch. Stillman attended Creighton and Columbia University. His law
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Figure 15: Croup of Cold Star Students and Alumni, 1 9.1 9. Top row: Walter M.
Stillman, Law 1916; Julius F. Muller, Law 191 7; ClifÍord Moredick, Law 

.1915;

Lieutenant James F. Connelly, LLB'13. Second row: Major Albert D. Fetterman,
LLB'10; Lieutenant Waldo E. Shillington, Law 1918; Lieutenant Robert F.

McCuiggen, LLB'17. Bottom Row: LieutenantJohn P. Rosenwald, MD'10; Major
Emil L. Delanney, MD'05.

office in the Keeline Building faced the Douglas County Courthouse. Like

many soldiers, he contracted a bad cold and cough, Spanish influenza, and fi-
nally pneumonia, dying in France at the age of forty-five. Major Albert D. Fet-

terman, LLB'12, a Spanish-American War veteran, also succumbed to the epi-

demic. He had worked af fhe OmahaWorld-Heraldwhile going to law school.

After earning his law degree, he operated a large Sandhills ranch in Hyannis

and opened a law practice. He served as inspector general of Nebraska's Na-

tional Guard. He died of pneumonia with the army of occupation in German¡
survived by his wife and five children. The Spanish influenza also killed civil-
ians including freshman Robert H. Loree, and the wife of Charles S. Burke,

LLB'08. Like other public institutions, schools, libraries, and theaters,

Creighton closed during the height of the epidemic in late 1918.

Still other Creighton law alumni were lost to non-combat-related incidents.

Lieutenant James F. Connell¡ LLB'13, served in France. Returning to the states,

he died of a severe stomach hemorrhage. Lieutenant Robert F. McGuiggan,

LLB'I7, who had delivered a speech at the 1916 Bryan Good Fellowship dinner,

died at age twenty-five in France. The funeral took place in his hometown of

g'tr
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Winnebago, Minnesota. Father Colbertt eulogy declared, "In peace no less than
in war," McGuiggant "warm generous Celtic heart beat ever true to Old Glory."
The class of 1915 lost Clifford Moredick, Julius F. Muller, and Leo N. Wall.

Women, Law, and War

Creighton Universit¡ founded as a men's college, admitted women to its
professional schools.ss Dean Martin presided over the admission of the first
woman in 1913, Geneva Marsh, a night student from Council Bluffs, who
worked during the day as a law firm stenographer. The 1913 debate team in-
cluded Marsh and Francis P. Matthews who once more debated the Sherman
Anti-Trust Act. The press reported in February I9I3: "The contest this year
will have added interest because for the first time in the history of Creighton's
relations with South Dakota, one of the contestants is a lad¡ and a good deal
of interest has already been manifested at the South Dakota institution be-
cause of this fact." About two hundred people witnessed the debate, the num-
ber being smaller than expected because of a terrible sto-rm, and saw the Uni-
versity of South Dakota in Vermillion defeat Creighton.s6

Marsh was soon followed by Bertha I. Schick, LLB'16, Mona H. Cowell,
LLB'18, and Gladys Shamp, LLB'18.57 Bertha I. Schick could look back on an
arduous progress with an uncommon number of obstacles. Born in Seward,
Nebraska, where her brother practiced law, she went to high sctrool in Seward
and graduated from Peru State Normal College.ss She taught eighth grade for
six years in the Omaha public schools, including Mason School, and enrolled
in the four-year night law program, graduating in three and a half years de-
spite a temporary nervous breakdown caused by the 1913 Easter Sunday tor-
nado. Continuing her work as a teacher, she remained an "ardent believer in
equal franchise."

Mona Helen Cowell, a l9I5 Vassar College graduate active in the YWCA
suffrage school, served as president of the Omaha Equal Franchise Society.
Cowell, alone among Creighton women law students, wanted to participate di-
rectly in the European war. She received a certificate in 1918 from the National
League of Women's Service for her work as a member of the Omaha Motor
Mechanic's Corps. She investigated getting to France through the Red Cross
Ambulance Corps and the American Friends Society in Philadelphia, which
sent units to do reconstruction work. Her efforts paid off and she went with
the Red Cross Canteen to perform one and a half years of stretcher and re-
construction work at Le Puy in southern France. The Creighton Chronicle pub-
lished her newsy, humorous, letters from Brest, Finistère, Grenoble, and Isère.
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After the war Cowell went into her father's business, W. G. Cleveland Com-

pany, a surgical supply house. They traveled extensively together, crossing the

Atlantic several times and wintering in Mexico and La Jolla. She took over the

business when her father died, married Ivan Finn, and lived in Saskatchewan

before moving to San Diego, where in 1936 she served as vice president of the

local Creighton Alumni Club. She died in San Diego in 1976.

Gladys |uanita Shamp, in her junior year, attended the National Women's

Trade Union League Convention in Kansas City in June 1917. Oscar Allen,

Douglas County food administrator, appointed her to a committee assisting

the enforcement of U. S. Food Administration rules and regulations. Shamp

became librarian for the Big Sisters Club, an organization recently estab-

lished to promote the business interests of women and girls. Former
Creighton law student Ruth Trumble-Cameron served as secretary' Shamp

and Anson Bigelow addressed a union audience in Carter Lake on Labor Day

in I9I7.In school she had taken an active interest in women's suffrage, but
in 1924 as chair of the Women in Industry Committee of the Nebraska

League of Women Voters, she apparently opposed an amendment giving

women equal rights. Shamp was in partnership with her father, C. L.

Shamp, in 1925. She took postgraduate courses in social work at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. Her organizational work included Camp Fire Girls, Com-

munity Chest, and Woodmen of the World Insurance. She died in 1986 in
Springfield, Illinois, at the age of eighty-nine. Her obituary noted her ac-

tivities with the Nebraska National Youth Administration, Bureau of Labor

Standards, National Labor Relations Board, and Social Security Adminis-

tration.
Women in law school attracted the attention of the press. The Omaha

Daily News society page of March 25, I9I7, featured the women students in

the College of Law Stella B. Wilson finished her law course in 1916 and in

1917 was allegedly the first woman to try a case in Omaha's new municipal
court. Judge Cornelius Britt rendered a favorable decision and "compli-
mented her upon the manner in which she conducted her case" high praise

indeed, considering the times. Women were prohibited from serving on Ne-

braska juries until 1944.

During the 1918-19 academic year, eight of the ninety-eight students were

women. Mary Elizabeth Howe, Julia Mary Moylan, and Dorothy Cecil Van-

derburg were freshmen; Jeannette Jessop and the sisters Irene and Mildred
Emmeline Stecker were sophomores; and Mona H. Cowell and Gladys J'

Shamp were seniors. The following year there were four women among the

ninety-three students. In 1923 women assumed greater campus presence as

Creighton opened its undergraduate doors to co-education.
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Veterans and Postwar Leadership

The war created a new constituency of veterans. The interests of the ex-ser-
vicemen, wounded and disabled, and those who returned apparently un-
scathed though having endured an unconventional educational experience,
coalesced in the American Legion.

Creighton's law school graduates frequently took leadership and advocacy
positions within the organization. At the October 1919 state convention in
Omaha, Edward P. McDermott, LLB'10, of Kearne¡ was elected to the na-
tional executive committee, and Clinton Brome, LLB'08, became a member
of the state executive committee; he later became a national committee mem-
ber. Thomas I. McGuire, LLB'14, RayJ. Madden, LLB'13, and John Shannon,
LLB'16, were delegates to the national convention in Minneapolis. McGuire,
a national committee member, proposed an $80 million federal appropriation
for disabled war veterans.

Other veterans played active roles in community-based services for their
fellow veterans. Lieutenant Francis A. Silver, LLB'16, discharged from the
field artiller¡ returned to Butte, Montana, where in 1919 he chaired a local
business club looking after the needs of returning soldiers and sailors. silver
took "care of the legal ills of the men," provided free club rooms, free em-
ployment service, and otherwise looked "after the welfare of the discharged
soldiers."

Religious organizations quickly assumed vital veteran-sllpport roles. In
1920 the Knights of Columbus sponsored a free vocational night school for all
discharged soldiers, sailors, and marines, funded by unexpended donations
that the Knights received during the war. Francis P. Matthews chaired the vo-
cational education organizing committee, which included Dean Paul Martin
and Hugh Gillespie. Teachers for the fourteen-month program, which was
held in the law school building, came from public schools, colleges, and uni-
versities. The Knights of Columbus announced: "No religious questions will
be asked of those who enroll, and there will be no religious services in the
school."

Veterans faced and surmounted challenges readjusting to civilian life.
George A. Keyser, AB'10, LLB'13, born in Omaha in 1889, went to officers'
training camp at Fort Snelling and was wounded three times while serving in
France between the Argonne and the Meuse. On May 30, 1918, about 3:30
a.m., a three-inch shell exploded near him. He wrote that the worst of his var-
ious injuries was that the shell "put a rather nasty hole in my back which is
causing me the most trouble," confining him to the hospital for nine weeks.
He received the French Croix de Guerre, his citation stating that he "accom-
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plished numerous missions of liaison throughout the engagement with the ut-

most gallantry and disregard for danger. Although gassed and knocked down

by shell fire, he refused to retire from the combat." He wrote from France:

The women of England are doing their bit to help win the world's

war, and are doing most of the men's work. They are seen in the fields

harvesting and many of them work in the factories-where the men

have gone to war. These women are seen carrying dinner pails-the
same as men do at home, and all seem to be happy.se

Following the war, Keyser became a government attorney.

|. Francis McDermott, AB'14, LLB'20, born in 1894, was the youngest of
four brothers. He worked extraordinarily hard to keep up with his high-

achieving elder siblings who went to law school. He attended Creighton Prep

and taught Latin, histor¡ and mathematics from 1914 to 1917' War inter-

rupted law school. He volunteered as a first lieutenant in the 350th Infantr¡
88th Division, of the American Expeditionary Force (AEF) in France and was

responsible for the education of his company. Although he felt "life with the

troops was the only one worth while," he had a temporary staff position to de-

vise closer cooperation between attacking tanks and infantry.

McDermott attended the AEF University at Beaume, in Burgundy, where

he took courses in French, political science, and law. The law school, directed

by Captain Warren A. Seave¡ a 1904 Harvard law graduate, offered subjects

that McDermott had already taken "but a review is always worth while."60

Though his war service and studies kept him occupied, he took time to mar-

vel at the fifteenth-century Hotel Dieu: "It still operates as a home for the aged,

under the supervision of Catholic nuns. In its museum hangs the painting'the

Last |udgment'for which the late l.P. Morgan offered five million dollars. The

painting far exceeds my powers of description."
McDermott read Stars ønd Stripes and kept up with news from home: "The

Creighton Courier arrives regularly and is easily the best mail I get." He added'

"I was veiy sorry to read of McGuiggan's death. He was a very fine fellow and

I always liked him." Though saddened by McGuiggan's death, his spirits were

lifted by Mona Cowell's description of Armistice Day.

McDermott resumed his studies at Creighton after the war. He rose from

assistant cashier at the First National Bank in 1920 to senior vice president and

director. His community service included staging the first annual American

Legion charity ball at the Ak-Sar-Ben Coliseum. He also served as president

of the Creighton Alumni Association, as treasurer of the Republican State Cen-

tral Committee, the Omaha Community Chest, and Catholic Child Welfare'

and as a director of Catholic Charities. During the Depression, he gave many
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community talks on financial issues, including "Money and Inflation" and
"New Deal Finances." He supported repeal of prohibition.

When McDermott was forty-five, Pope Pius XII made him the youngest
American recipient of the Order of the Knights of St. Gregory. He gave the
Creighton commencement address in 1940 and during World War II directed
the war bond campaign. In 7942, as commander of the Omaha American Le-
gion post, he published "Rededication to Americanism" in the Nebraska Edu-
cational Journal. He was a lay member of Creighton's board of regents in 1946
and the 1952 King of Ak-Sar-Ben. He died in 1953 at the age of fifty-eight.

Mature Students, Multiple Careers

Law school students ranged from youthful eighteen-year-olds to the gray-
ing and balding middle-aged. For youth, law was a first career choice. For ma-
ture students, law school may have fulfilled dreams deferred, enhanced skills
in their profession, enabled a second career, or provided other self-satisfaction.
Law school, unlike medical school, placed no upper age barrier to admission.

Edward f. McVann, LLB'13, provides an early example of the mature stu-
dent returning to school to complete a dream of education. Born in 1867, Mc-
Vann left Cedar Rapids for Omaha at the age of sixteen to enter Creighton.or
After about a year he ran out of funds. McVann recalled, "I could have kept
on and frnished, but it would have meant that my father would go in rags to
educate me, and I would not have it so." The young McVann returned to lowa
and work. He had a good head for figures and freight rates and worked for
the Pennsylvania Railroad. He became secretary of the Commercial Club at
Sioux City and then of the Omaha Grain Exchange. Becoming the Omaha
Commercial Club traffic manager in 1909, he reenrolled at Creighton at the
age of forty-two. "By wedging in a few hours both in day and night school,"
he completed his course. In June 1914 the Creighton Courier reprinted an ar-
ticle from the sr. Louis Post Dispatch drawing attention to Mcvann's unusual
law school career: "The spectacle of a busy man, who draws four times the
salary of the Governor of Nebraska, attending college with his own son has
just been concluded at Creighton University."

McVann published several essays including "Freight Rates," and "The Ship-
per and the Law" and "The Tiaffic Bureau," which discussed the resistance of
the Tiaffic Bureau of the Commercial Club to unilateral setting of railway
freight rates. With his national expertise in railroad rates for different com-
modities, such as southern pine lumber, McVann t'estified before the Federal
Interstate Commerce Commission and state railway and public utility com-
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missions. He opened law offices in Chicago and Washington. He gave talks to

national trade organizations, including "The Power of the Federal Trade Com-

mission" before the Missouri Car-Lot Egg and Poultry Shippers convention in
St. Louis in 1915. The same year he represented twenty manufacturers protest-

ing the classification of animal foods. The Creighton Chronicle published his

talk "The Shipper and'the New Jurisprudence"' given to the National Associ-

ation of Implement and Vehicle Dealers in Indianapolis. In 1916 he lectured at

Harvard's Graduate School of Business Administration on the development of
local traffic bureaus. That same year he represented seventy-six Virginia and

West Virginia coal mining companies before the Interstate Commerce Com-

mission. In 1933, as a National RecoveryAct administrator in the bituminous
coal industr¡ McVann reported that "the coal industry has adopted a code of
fair competition and everybody connected with the industry is working in co-

qperation with the Washington administration." McVann died in 1938.

Another prominent older student, John C. Sprecher, LLB'16, born in Ohio in
1864, liked to claim he had crossed the Missouri River at Omaha on a ferry sixty-

two years before a bridge existed. At the age of sixteen he taught in a country
school. He published the Schuyler, Nebraska, Quill from 1886 to 1898, went to

the Nebraska Senate in 1895, and published the Free Lance from 1903 to 1910.

In 1890 he supported the Farmert Alliance and later joined the Populist move-

ment. He graduated from Creighton's law school at the age of frfty-tr,vo. In L933

he spoke before the Omaha Chamber of Commerce. A comment by an old-time
newspaper man indicates the extent of Sprecher's legal and political contribution:

There was a time when john C. Sprecher, leader of the Populist and

other protest movements, was to be reckoned with on all occasions.

Few men had a more active part in carrying on for various reforms than

he. Not as young as he used to be, John C. Sprecher still carries a wal-
lop, although he does not bestow it as indiscriminately as he once did.62

From the onset of the law school's existence Creighton has offered the oppor-
tunity of higher education for returning students.63

The Library and Legal Bibliography

Anticipating the new courthouse opening and severing the shared library
arrangement with the Douglas County Bar, the Creighton law school remod-

eled and expanded its library during the summer of 19 1 1 , providing a "splen-

did new suite" of "four commodious offices." The Douglas County Courthouse
moved from its 1888 building to its current home, containing its own librar¡
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Figure 16: Librarian's Office, Creighton College of Law, 1911. Postcard cour-
tesy of Helen and David Edwards.

in 1912. Creighton assembled "a new library of its own which, in conjunction
with the large collection of books abeady owned by the College," would "give
it one of the best law libraries in this part of the country." More important, "a
decided advantage of the new library will be that the students will have im-
mediate access to the shelves."

The new library ordered a complete set of English Reports in l9l2. "Nego-
tiations are under way for the purchase of additional books for the law library
to take the place of those recently sold to the County for removal to the new
Court House." The proposed purchase of $10,000 worth of books was de-
scribed as an "epoch-making event" that would set the total value of the li-
brary at about $20,000. By late 1912, $15,000 worth of books had been pur-
chased. They were carded, cataloged, and placed on shelves (at convenient
height) in four large rooms. The largest room contained a complete set of all
Støte Reports. Another room held Englßh Reports. The third room contained
a complete set of the national reporter system. The fourth room contained
textbooks. Students had "direct access" to all the books except texts, for which
they needed to secure a ticket for use in the library or to take home. Dean
Martin concluded, "There are few more efficient law libraries in the country."
The law school boasted,, in i 9 15, that the library "compares favorably with any
law school library in the United States, excepting only those four or five of the
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older schools." During 1916 the library continued building its strong collec-

tion, spending$6,072.33 on statutes, reports, periodicals, continuations, and

texts. The biggest supplier, Callaghan & Co., received 52,182, which was 40

percent of the budget. Subscriptions to the Harvard Law Review, Yøle Løw

]ournal, and Columbia Law Review cost $2.50 each.

Neal Reardon's course, Use of Law Books and Legal Bibliograph¡ proved

"very popular because ofits helpfulness." In 1914 second-year students had a

new course, Brief-making and the Use of Law Books.

In 1916, as the library surpassed ten thousand volumes, valued at more

than $30,000, Martin declared, "The library is ranked as one of the fifteen big
law school libraries in the United States, and has recently secured a large col-

lection of Legal Periodicals, affording rather unusual opportunities for re-

search in this field of Legal Bibliography."
The library operated without a professional librarian. )ohn W. Delehant,

president of the night freshmen, succeeded Dale P. Stough, LLB'I1, as librar-
ian. In May I9l3 Catherine M. Goodall took charge of the library; assistant

librarian Alice A. Bennett arrived in 1916. Professor Hugh Gillespie com-
menced his thirty-one year tenure as librarian in l9l7.In late 1918 "additional

library facilities" were "provided at the College of Law, to take care of the rap-

idly growing collection of books." With further expansion came the need for
better collection management. Gillespie prepared a catalog and card index for
about fifteen thousand volumes according to a new classification scheme which
he worked out "based upon the best known classifrcation arrangements" avail-

able. Gillespie recalled in 1930 that in I9l7-18, $5,000 per year went very far,

primarily due to the war's effect as "the people of England [and on the Euro-
pean continent] were selling books and other things for a song." A "New York

company bought thousands of dollars' worth of rare and odd English law

tomes." The 1919 Bulletin disclosed that the library contained about eighteen

thousand volumes and was still spending about $5,000 per year to purchase

new books.
The library benefited from donations by individuals, Iaw firms, and wid-

ows of lawyers.6a In l9L7 the library received gifts from William C. Fraser,

Louis J. TePoel, Monsky & Katleman, fulius I. Zitníck, LLB'll, and C. I.
Smyth. During l9I7-18 William A. Schall, LLB'07, donated a number of
glass-front bookcases, which were put to use in the historical section. Herman
Aye of Omaha contributed a collection of Nebraska session laws. Judge l. H.

McCulloch, preparing to move to ChulaVista, California, donated three hun-
dred law books formerly in the Hall & McCulloch librar¡ "one of the best

known firms practicing at the Omaha Bar." Francis A. Brogan "presented a

much-prized set of Howell's State Trials." James H. Hanle¡ LLB'10, Con-
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gressman Lobeck's secretary, donated government documents to the library.
In 1920 Stout, Rose, Wells & Martin donated a hundred volumes.os

Law Fraternities-The Deltas and the Cammas

Extracurricular activities buffered the strain and potential alienation ofpro-
fessional education. Professional fraternities developed in the medical, phar-
mac¡ dental, and law colleges. Though not rivals for members among them-
selves, they were rivals in campus politics and athletics. No rivalry or enmity
emerged at Creighton that compared to the several-decade-long altercation that
existed between law and engineering students at the University of Nebraska.óo

The first law fraternities at Creighton were organized during the 1911-12
academic year.67 In March 1912, the Creighton Chronicle announced that the
creation of two legal fraternities was at an advanced stage:

Local chapters of the Gamma Eta Gamma and Delta Phi Delta legal
fraternities are being organized, both of which will have a high schol-
arship requirement, no student being eligible unless he has attained
a general average of 75 per cent in his examinations and is not con-
ditioned Ion probation] either on attendance or examinations.

Within the law school, Delta Phi Delta and its successor, Delta Theta Phi, and
Gamma Eta Gamma competed for members and leadership of the Model
House and other elective student class and club positions. As Paul J. Morris
reported ín the Creigþtonian on April 1,5, 1926, "The rivalry between Delta
Theta Phi and Gamma Eta Gamma livens up Moot Court proceedings and it
makes the Model House an interesting proceeding rather than a boresome
demonstration of how a State Legislature is conducted."

The class of 1911 organized the John Marshall Club with Henry Monsky as

corresponding secretary and Donald ]. Burke as assistant corresponding sec-

retary. Later in the year it was reported that "a chapter of the Phi Delta Phi
fraternity will be installed for the College of Law if the national officers act fa-
vorably on the petition submitted recently by the John Marshall Club."

On April 4 and 5, I9I2, Dean Marshall N. McKusick of the University of
South Dakota, assisted by I. R. Lindgren of Minneapolis and f. Lyons, William
Howes, and T. A. Lewis of the University of South Dakota, installed Delta Phi
Delta Legal Fraternity at Creighton. Local officers, taking their titles from the
legal profession, were Supreme ]udge Donald Burke, Associate ]udge Arthur
B. ]acquith, Clerk of the Rolls Henry Monsþ, Chancellor of the Exchequer
Kilian G. Regner, and Bailiff Chester D. Fletcher. Other members included
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ligure 17 Delta Phi Delta Legal Fraternity, 1912.Top Row - Messrs. W. L. Criffith,
E. J. Nicholas, F. W. Messmore, A. D. Fetterman, T. J. O'Keefe, C. Flanery, W. T.

Stanoshek. 2nd Row - Messrs. P. E. McCovern, P. J. Barrett, D. C. Ceiselman, C.
F. Schrempp, Arthur Rosenblum, C. A. Floersch, C. J. Aldrich. Front Row - Messrs.
K. C. Regner, C. D. Fletcher, D. J. Burke, H. Monsky, A. B. Jaquoith, J. W. Whelan.

Fred W. Messmore, Arthur Rosenblum, Charles F. Schrempp, and Iohn C.

Barrett, LLB'13. Delta Theta Phi had been founded at Cleveland Law School

of Baldwin Wallace College (now Cleveland-Marshall College of Law at Cleve-

Iand State University) in 1900. It became a national fraternity in 1904 and
started the Syllabus in 1911. Delta phi Delta met occasionally during I9I2 at

the office of Monsky & Burke. Burke played toastmaster for a dozen prospec-

tive freshman pledges at a banquet at the Henshaw Hotel.
According to Delta Theta Phi, in September l9I3 Delta Phi Delta, Alpha

Kappa Phi, and Theta Lambda Phi amalgamated at a joint convention in
Chicago, resulting in thirty-two chapters identified as "senates."68 Donald
Burke attended the Chicago convention and brought Delta Theta Phi to
Creighton in 1913. Creighton's Delta Phi Delta became the Bryan Senate of
Delta Theta Phi. (The University of Nebraska College of Law hosted the
Maxwell Senate.) The fraternity entered into an agreement with Creighton "to
foster a fraternal spirit among the members, improve their scholarship and

thereby strengthen the Law School." Henry Monsþ, a charter member and of-
flcer of Delta Phi Delta, was probably excluded from Delta Theta Phi because

of its "infamous white Christian clause." Members before 1920 included Julius
D. Cronin, Frank A. Barrett, and Charles F. Bongardt.

Beyond social brotherhood, the fraternity offered college and university
leadership opportunities. A dean headed the fraternity assisted by a tribune,
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clerk of the rolls, clerk of the exchequer, master of ritual, bailiff, and steward.

On campus the Delts elected six out of nine possible class officers. The motto
for the year was "Every man in some activity."

The Delts proudly claimed, "Our fraternity house is one of the most mag-
nificent homes in Omaha fully equipped with two complete sets of law books,
and three study rooms set aside where we use these books." Twenty of the
thirty members lived at 3815 California Street. Over the years the fraternity
maintained residences on Hawthorne, Dewe¡ Dodge, Chicago, and Daven-
port streets. In 1932 Delta Theta Phi exchanged houses with Delta Sigma Pi,

the national commerce fraternity.
In 1914, on the occasion of the birthday of U.S. Supreme Court Chief ]us-

tice Edward D. White, Delta Theta Phi legal fraternity sent a bouquet of flow-
ers. The Chief |ustice replied on November 23, I9I4, expressing his deep ap-
preciation for the flowers and the kindly words of congratulations. "With the
hope that the years as they come, may be to each of the members of the sen-

ate, the bounteous source of blessings and happiness," he signed the letter,
"Fraternally and faithfully Iours."os

The fraternity fllled the school calendar with smokers, get-together banquets,

a mid-season dance, Founders' Day banquet, the springtime dinner-dance, Hal-
loween parties, and monthly luncheons. Annual banquets and pledge initia-
tions, with their toasts and speeches, were frequently held at the Hotel Loyal.

Such affairs, as the Creighton Courier reported in 1920, provided fertile ground
for students to exercise their social graces: "Oratory was the dominant feature

ofthe event and the after dinner speeches and dissertations quite eclipsed any-
thing ever attempted before in that proliflc field of human endeavor."

Nebraska Supreme Court Chief Justice Andrew J. Morrissey spoke at the
1923 fuaternity Founders' Day banquet held at the University Club. Munici-
pal court judge Frank Dineen and Daniel J. Gross, LLB'16, were among the
other speakers. Music and a theater party at the World Theater followed the
banquet. In April 1924, Gross, the deputy county attorney, addressed the fra-
ternity's initiation banquet at the Omaha Athletic Club on the subject "Tri-
als and Tiibulations of a Young Lawyer." Brothers Morrissey ãnd attorney gen-

eral Ora Seldon Spillman addressed the fraternity in 1925 at the Elk's Club.
The First World War disrupted the fraternit¡ which reorganized when

only two active members returned. According to the 1925 Blue ]ay, the
school yearbook that started publication ín 1924, the Delta Theta Phi motto
was "Quality and Not Quantity." "With fraternalism and scholarship as the
basic purpose, the fraternity cannot help but make better men of its many
members." In 1925 Donald Burke and Charles F. Bongardt were the faculty
advisers.
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Figure 1B: Camma Eta Camma, Theta Chapter, 1913. Top Row - E. J. Robins,
C. C. Parker, J. M. Lovely, J. T. Mccuckin, P. E. Horan, J. O. Moran, L. A. Mag-
ney.2nd Row-J. P. Byrne,T. E. Hannon, E. H. McCarthy, Prof. L.J.TePoel. Prof.
R. C. Young, J. W. Delehant, C. V. Rademacher. Lower Row - M. V. Brossard, L.

E. lneichen, C. W. Pratt, W. T. More, L. B. Day, H. F. Cillespie, M. J. Ryan.

The Creighton and Lincoln senates held a joint banquet in L927 at the Ad
Sell Restaurant with Governor Adam McMullen, former chief justice Morris-
se¡ Attorney General Spillman, and other prominent Delt graduates accept-

ing invitations. In 1931 Creighton held joint activities with South Dakota Uni-
versity's Harlan Senate. The nineteenth annual smoker in 1932 featured
Congressman Malcolm Baldridge. Members during the 1930s included Ray-

mond E. McGrath, Lawrence C. Krell, Iohn J. Gillen, Theodore L. Richling
(vice dean), fames Green, Robert Henatsch, fohn Diesing, Warren Schrempp,

and Eugene O'sullivan. Schrempp family membership extended across two
generations: Charles F. Schrempp, LLB'13, belonged in 1912, and his son,

Warren C. Schrempp, BPhil'40, LLB'43, in 1941.

The Theta chapter of Gamma Eta Gamma, the other law fraternit¡
founded in 1901 at the University of Maine, also came to Creighton in 1912.

R. D. Boyd of Gloversville, NewYork, the fraternity's national High Chancel-

lor, assisted by Thomas W. Lanigan, AB'09, and University of Michigan mem-
bers ]udson Kolyn and Gerald Clifford, attended the April installation. The

charter, dated Octob er 14, I9I2, contains the signatures of John W. Delehant,

Chancellor, and Emmett Hannon, Recorder. By I9I3 the fraternity had ac-

quired a home at 1113 South 33rd Street. It moved frequentl¡ maintaining
fraternity houses on Pacific, 33rd, Dewey (where a fire in 1928 caused $21,000

worth of damages), Chicago, and California streets.
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A 1913 fraternity photograph of twenty-one men depicted Philip E. Horan,
John W Delehant, Hugh Gillespie, and future Nebraska Supreme Court jus-
tice Louis B. Da¡ with advisers Louis J. TePoel and Raymond G. Young. In
1916 ten alumni members, including Philip Horan and Louis Da¡ met at the
Commercial Club to organize an alumni chapter.

In 1924 there were thirty-six members, advised by Dean TePoel, Hugh
Gillespie, and William Sternberg. A brief history in the 1925 Bluejay discloses
that "except for a briefperiod in 1915 and 1916 the Speaker ofthe Creighton
University Model House has always been a member of Gamma Eta Gamma."
The fraternit¡ according to the yearbook,

organized for the primary purpose of promoting a spirit of brother-
hood among its members in their chosen profession; to inspire them
with an appreciation of the ideals of that profession; to foster and in-
spire the rendering of mutual aid, assistance and encouragement
among the members, all of whom have similar aims, problems and
difficulties; and lastl¡ to provide diversion, entertainment and recre-
ation by means of appropriate social functions. Theta chapter has
been ever mindful of the primary purposes of its existence and has

never forgotten the spirit which imbued those fourteen men who in-
troduced Gamma Eta Gamma to Creighton.To

In May 1925 Theta chapter proposed that the 1927 Witan-Gamma National
Convention meet in Omaha.7l Donald J. Robinson, LLB'18, Federal Land
Bank attorne¡ elected assistant recording treasurer at the national fraternity
convention in Columbus, Ohio, also served as assistant editor of Res cript, the
fraternity publication, and local arrangements chair. Omahas Hotel Fontenelle
hosted more than sixty delegates from twenty-six chapters for a four-day con-
ference in early luly 1927.

The officers, with titles drawn from ancient Roman and medieval parlia-
mentary and legal terminolog¡ were known as chancellor, quaestor, judex,
recorder, lictor, bailiff, tipstave, vice chancellor, secretary, treasurer, and prae-
tor. Thomas Brisch, LLB'34, served as recorder in 1934. In 1935 they took
more normative titles-president, vice president, and secretary. Richard
Robinson, a future federal judge, joined in 1927. Members during the 1930s

included Bert W. Kronmiller, John G. Tomek, Joseph Belfiore, Patrick W
Lynch, Richard O'Brien, |oseph Troia, and Vinson Roach. They held their
1931 spring dance at Peony Park Ballroom. In 1936 there were thirty-two ac-

tive chapters and thirteen alumni chapters. Alumni who maintained their
membership included Supreme Court |udge Louis B. Da¡ |udge James M.
Fílzgerald, and Judge Frances B. Allegretti.zz In 1,939 Theta chapter won the
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Scholarship Cup, achieving the highest scholastic average above the general

average of its school, among the thirty-one chapters.

Family Atmosphere and Alumni Civing

Dean Martin recognized parents, children, and siblings as vital to the fu-
ture of Creighton University. He especially wanted to foster a tradition of
graduates sending their children and grandchildren to Creighton. Another
pool of law school candidates came from local attorneys. In 1909, he identi-
fied nine students whose fathers were attorneys, 10 percent of the enrolled law

students. Martin's own family mirrored the make-up of the student popula-

tion: his father was an attorney, and several of the dean's children attended

Creighton and its law school. The law school had almost an intiinate family
atmosphere; many of the students were from Omaha, had been Creighton un-

dergraduates, and had relatives who attended Creighton.
The Creighton network extended to employment and marriage. John Ben-

newitz taught Charles Bongardt, who became a Creighton law professor. The

Union Pacifrc hired Bongardt's students. Bongardt went to Union Pacific him-
self in 1943, stepping into Bennewitzt position in 1953. George Keyser married
Bennewitz's sister Marie. J. Francis McDermott, BA 14, LLB'20, married Emma

Nash, the daughter of Emma Creighton Nash, the daughter of John Creighton,

and named two of his six children, Mary Creighton andAnn Lucretia. Such fam-

ily and professional relationships can be multiplied, and for many the ]esuit com-

munity and Catholic observance heightened the sense of family and belonging.

This familial relationship fostered by Dean Martin extended beyond the law

school years. Graduating classes were bonded by camaraderie and fraternity.
The first class in 1906 and subsequent classes, such as the class of 1910, 1913,

1923, and 1938, exhibited a particular élan that reemerged at periodic nos-

talgic reunions. The 1962 reunion of the class of 1910, for example, found six

of the ten graduates staying at the Sheraton-Fontenelle Hotel, with Edward P.

McDermott coming all the way from Tokyo, |apan. They recalled stories about

their days on "The Hill" when they were "just one big family."
As a Creighton alumnus, Martin recognized the importance of an active

program to keep graduates engaged and committed to the campus. He gave

many speeches to a variety of audiences, always stressing the duty of gratitude.

Martin paid close attention to how America's institutions of higher education
engaged their alumni to raise funds. Harvard, Columbia, Iowa, and various

Catholic universities were frequently extolled and invoked as laudable mod-
els. He attempted to follow their lead. Martin's enthusiasm led to raising funds
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Figure 19: Creighton Law Basketball Team. John Reel, P. Kamanski, C. Lynn,

John Mulroney, Kenneth Klepser, Julius Festner, Russel Phip, Chas. P. Flood, John
Liddy, 1915.

for Creighton through the Creighton University Permanent Endowment As-
sociation and Pan-Alumni Association.

Law graduates took a prominent role in organizing and leading Creighton's
alumni efforts. An alumni association emerged from a November 1913 banquet.
On December 2I, I9I3, the five colleges met in Court Room No. I to estab-

lish the Creighton University Alumni Association. Edward J. McVann,
LLB'14, presided as chair and Philip E. Horan, AB'08, LLB'13, acted as sec-

retary. A questionnaire seeking suggestions and advice went to fifty-three
alumni associations.

The constitution of the new association provided for a national network
("Wherever three or more members of this Association shall reside in any city
or localit¡ they may unite to form a local Chapter"), and the administration
promoted the establishment of regional alumni clubs throughout the coun-
try. Facult¡ administrators, and Iesuits visited these far-flung clubs to foster
alumni commitment to Creighton. Alumni clubs formed and reformed all
over Nebraska as well as in Kansas Cit¡ Chicago, San Diego, and otlter cities.
Seventeen alumni elected as officers included four law graduates-Arthur P.

Schnell, LLB'06; Edward F. Lear¡ LLB'07; Raymond G. Young, LLB'08; and
William C. Fraser, LLB'O8-as well as Edward J. McVann and James A. C.

Kenned¡ AB'g2. Dues were one dollar annually; life membership cost twenty-
flve dollars.
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Figure 20: Six of ten living members of the Law CIass of 1910 meeting in 1962
with former Dean and a former faculty member. Present were, standing left to
right, Henry Callagher, former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Minnesota,
Waseca, Minn; Benjamin Cunningham, former Mayor of Crand lsland; Joseph
Moonan, Waseca, Minn; and H. H. Harper, real estate broker, Omaha; sitting,
Ieft to right - Ed Patrick McDermott, Tokyo, Japan, Paul Martin, second Dean of
the School of Law; Eugene D. O'sullivan, congressman; and Herbert Daniel, for-
mer instructor in the School of Law.

Alumni were an important source of financial support. Fundraising took
several forms. Students had been schooled early in giving as they cooperated

to make a class gift. The Creighton University Endowment Association
arranged to provide graduates with life insurance naming Creighton as the
benefrciary. In 1917, five law graduates insured themselves for $25,000 each.

Dean Martin and Public Service

A brief summary of Paul Martin's academic career shows his enormous
contribution to Creighton's law school. Leaving Hall & Stout for Creighton in
1906, he taught Contracts and Conflict of Laws. He served as secretary of the

law school from 1907 to 1911. Concerned with the law school's growth and

good management, Martin continued shaping the school as dean, introduc-
ing night classes and transforming faculty recruitment "solely from the ranks

of practitioners" to "four full-time professors" while conforming to the stan-
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dards set by the Association of American Law Schools. During his tenure the
library expanded to nearly nineteen thousand volumes worth 960,000, be-
coming "one of the best law libraries in the country." He founded and edited
the Creighton Chronicle and Creighton Courier. He organized an effective sum-
mer school for schoolteachers.T3

Dean Martin, thirty-nine years old, tendered his resignation on October 9,

1919, effective on December 10. His departure was a bit of a mystery. The
community recorded in the Historiq Domus:

Paul L. Martin, dean of our law department, editor of the Chronicle,
and dean of our summer school for so many years, resigns, and will
leave us Dec 10, He certainly was an able and hard-working man) a

staunch Catholic, and much devoted to the interests of Creighton
University. What may the real cause be?74

Dennis Mihelich suggests that President John F. McCormick, S.|., reneged on
a prior president's verbal agreement to raise Martin's pay, and only resentfully
supported the summer school program for women teachers, even though the
great majority of those students seeking credentials were nuns.Ts Martin's res-

ignation also changed communications on campus: "Father Rector announced
that owing to the resignation from the faculty of Mr. Paul Martin, dean of the
law school, and editor of the Chronicle, this publication has been taken over
by the student-body with Mr. Paul Sweene¡ S.J., as the faculty director."76 In-
terviewed in 1957, Paul Martin indicated that he had little praise for the ed-

ucational administrative abilities of most of the Jesuits.TT This dissatisfaction
did not change his attitude and whole-hearted support for Creighton Univer-
sity. His children attended Creighton as undergraduates and law students.

Martin retired with honor and gratitude. The "faculty and executive force
of the College of Law" presented him with a "handsome gold watch." He made

the following farewell to academic life:

Now that the work which I undertook twelve years ago is safely
launched, I feel free to devote my time and energy to the practice of
my profession. My best wishes are with the institution with which I
have been so closely identified during the past twelve years, and I

. 
hope it will continue on a constantly widening course of usefulness.

These were far from Martin's last words in behalf of Creighton and education.
Although Martin's academic career may have been cut short, he continued to
play an active role in higher education in Omaha.

Martin rejoined the firm of Stout, Rose, Wells & Martin in the Omaha Na-
tional Bank Building. He maintained close contact with students, lawyers, fac-
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ult¡ alumni, and he returned as a commencement speaker. In 1927 Martin
was the principal speaker at the l(nights of Columbus Father-and-Son Ban-

quet. His three sons, all Creightonians, attended the festivities. In 1928 he

made the observation before the Omaha Professional Men's Club that in 1889

there were 4,486 students enrolled in law schools across the nation. By 1928,

45,301law students were enrolled in 176 law schools. In that same year he was

elected president of the Omaha Bar Association. In 1929 Mafün and his suc*

cessor, Dean Louis J. TePoel, sat on the Omaha Chamber of Commerce Com-
mittee on municipal affairs. The War Memorial Association, planning a huge

$100,000 granite and bronze memorial to be erected on the Omaha court
house lawn, elected Martin president.Ts

In 1930 the financially fragile University of Omaha reorganízed as the Mu-
nicipal University of Omaha. The board of education appointed Paul Mar-
tin one of the nine regents. Martin wrote in the Creighton Alumnus about
the need for cooperation and mutual support among all Nebraska institu-
tions of higher learning. In 1910 Martin had stated that cooperation and
competition may exist side by side "to the tremendous advantage of educa-

tion."7e As at Creighton, he became involved in raising standards, hiring fac-

ult¡ selecting a new campus site, and fulfilling accrediting agency require-
ments.

As the Depression deepenéd, he attempted to bolster university morale. In
May 1933 he returned to Creighton to give the forty-third annual com-
mencement speech:

Thirty-three years ago I stood on the stage of the old Boyd The-
atre-now only a memory-awaiting the moment, when by for-
mal declaration of the University authorities, prefaced by the
solemn reading of an imposing Latin diploma and its translation
into English, I should be entitled to be known by all men as a Bach-

elor of Arts.
Teachers and classmates scattered after the exercises that night,

never to reassemble, and today for the most part they are only a mem-
ory, a most delightful memory, highlighted by the good times we stu-

dents had together and by the undimmed admiration we all had for
those pioneer teachers whose fine spirit of sacrifice assured us the ad-

vantages of an education to which otherwise we must have been

strangers.

Martin closed his preamble stating, "In memory's picture gallery I now see

again ... the magnificent leader and builder, Father Michael L. Dowling of whom
the Roman poet might well have sung, "He touched nothing but to adorn in."80
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Martin then focused on the education received by the class of 1933, set-

ting up Creighton as a progressive beacon in a nation beset by divisive ide-
ologies. Creighton was still open to all: "No one knows better than you grad-
uates how free this institution is from sectarian bias and no one can better
affirm than you that this university is open on equal terms to every race,

creed and color." Acknowledging the soured economy, he spoke of the De-
pression's toll on the professions: "Statistics amply prove that there is a sur-
plus of teachers, of lawyers, of doctors-in fact of professional men gener-
ally. In other words, the schools have been stepped up to an over production
analogous to that of our farms and factories." Martin obliquely diagnosed the
cause of the financial morass by telling his audience that "your teachers of
economics have never championed the right of capital to exploit labor as a

commodit¡ and your teachers of law have never taught that might makes

right in a court or anywhere else." Though embracing a progressive stance,

Martin strongly denounced liberal flirtation with socialism and communism,
pointing out that the faculty "have been quick to condemn the school of
communistic thought which subscribes to the false theory that a firm gov-
ernment can be based on the essentially pernicious doctrines underlying the
Russian experiment in perversion." Addressing the law students in particular,
Martin encouraged them to avoid the hot political ideologies of the times by
reminding them that they "have been schooled in the reasonableness of prece-

dent and in the bindingforce of constitutions," and he ordered them to "have

no patience with the shallow egotist who scoffs at the binding force of dog-
matic religion."at

Events at the Municipal University of Omaha tested his moderate progres-
sivism. He took a principled public stand in support of academic freedom at
the Municipal University and resigned as Regent in 1935 when the Board of
Regents terminated the contract of President William E. Sealock, a Unitarian
and New Deal Democrat. Martin felt the termination was unfair and violated
academic freedom. Honors and awards continued for Martin, including elec-
tion to the board of directors of the OmahaWodd-Herald, succeeding the late
Gilbert M. Hitchcock.

Martin and his wife, Inez, celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary in
1956. Alpha Sigma Nu, the fesuit honor societ¡ invited Martin in 1960 to
share his memories. Martin practiced law until luly 1962, when he became ill.
He died in August 1962 at the age of eighty-one. Seven years earlier, Colonel
Paul G. Weisenhorn (Ret.), LLB'16, visiting the campus in 1955, had fittingly
observed, "The building that was the old Law School must echo the wise words
of Paul Martin, Louis TePoel, Neal D. Reardon and the others, who so pa-
tiently tried to help us flnd the law."82
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