
CHAPTER 5

Dean James Alexander Doyle and
the Years of Stewardship:

1948-1967

Celebrating its Golden Year-fiftyyears of providing Omaha and the na-
tion with barristers grounded in civil and criminal law and, more impor-
tant, with a practical knowledge of the moral law. Requirements for ad-
mission-three years of Liberal Arts ... a good average ... intelligence ...
and once in-research, never ending research . .. with a library of 40,000

volumes "I'II neyer get to the bottom of this." |ames A. Doyle, Dean, and
Rev. Paul Gregg, S.]., Regent, stress that the purpose of the school is to
give students not only practical knowledge of common law, but also the
history, the ethics, the development of the "legal-mind" that goes with it.
School sponsors Legal Aid Clinic to those financially unable to afford legal

counsel ... wonder if I could sue my professor for mental cruelty ...
1953 BIue Jay marking the fiftieth anniversary
of Creighton Law School

The law school had been under Dean TePoel's direction for twenty-seven years.

Dean Doyle would serve as dean for twenty-three years. Between them, the two
men were the chief executive officers for forty-seven years. Dennis Mihelich cap-

tioned Creighton University after 1950, under the leadership of modern civic ori-
ented ]esuit President Carl Reinert, S.f., as "Happy Days" and the "Creighton Re-

naissance." This characterization did not fully extend to the law school, which
survived but did not thrive.r Even the fiftieth anniversary of the law school, an

event that would be a climacteric for happy days, went virtually uncelebrated.2

Just as TePoel's tenure was punctuated by World War II that made his last
seven years of offtce very different than his preceding twenty years, so too with
Dean Doyle. Doyle guided the law school for almost twenty years with little
resistance, then dealt with disruption in the final episode of his tenure. Ex-
ternally the Cold War and anticommunism inflamed feelings. Students came
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212 5 . DEAN JAMES A. DOYLE AND THE YEARS OF STEWARDSHIP

to learn and many dropped out. Periodic reviews by ABA and AALS accredi-
tation found deficiencies and Dean Doyle sought to remedy them the best he

could. By the mid-1960s business as usual and complacency were replaced
with the mounting pressures of the Vietnam War, rising enrollment, and the
challenges to maintaining accreditation in an out of date facility.

Dean James A. Doyle

|ames Alexander Doyle, born in the Sandhills town of Thedford, Nebraska,

in 1904, earned a bachelor of philosophy degree at Creighton in 1924. He held
the position of principal and superintendent of the Thomas County High
School in Thedford for six years. He entered the University of Nebraska Col-
lege of Law, becoming student editor in chief of the Nebraska Law Bulletin,
the predecessor to the Nebraska Law Reúew, and graduated in 1933, cum
laude.

Doyle clerked for two years for ]oseph W. Woodrough at the Eighth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals, followed by a two-year appointment as assistant U.S.

probation officer in Omaha under fudge James A. Donohoe. He taught at the

Figure 44: James A. Doyle,1952
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University of Nebraska College of Law from 1936 to 1943, earning an LL.M.
degree from Haryard in 1938. From 1941 to 1943 he was assistant reviser for
the Nebraska Statute Commission. He published four lead law review articles,
"The Immunity of Government Instrumentalities in Canada, Australia and
the United States: A Comparative Study," "Federal Administrative Hearings:

Significance of the Morgan Case," "Water Rights in Nebraska," and "Free

Speech and Fair Tiials."3

He took a leave of absence in February 1943 to join the U.S. Department
of Agriculture as the Lincoln regional attorney. He transferred to Chicago
in L944 to supervise the St. Paul, Milwaukee, and Indianapolis branch of-
fices, representing the Agricultural Adjustment Agency in crop insurance,
sugar, price controls, and wage stabilization matters. As the associate solic-
itor in the U.S. Department of Agriculture and special assistant to the at-
torney general in the Anti-Trust Division, from 1945 lo 1948, Doyle spe-

cialized in farmers' cooperatives, federal milk marketing, and labor
arbitration.

Doyle's experience addressed some of the deficiencies at Creighton noted
by the ABA accreditation inspector ín 1947. He had a national reputation, he

was familiar with the favorably described University of Nebraska law curricu-
lum, he had served on a law review and he had attended Harvard. He carne

to Creighton an accomplished scholar, a tested government advocate, and an

able administrator. Although Creighton offered Doyle $7,500, substantially
more than the $5,000 that the ABA inspector recommended, the salary still
represented a 25 percent reduction in Doyle's income. Nonetheless he wrote,
"I indicated a willingness to accept a salary less than my present income in
order to return to teaching in such a capacity in an environment having strong
personal appeal." Doyle's contract stated, "The office will be yours as long as

your association with the University remains mutually satisfactory." Doyle
stated his goals when the university announced his appointment:

Legal education presents a challenge today. The social, economic and
political problems of complex modern society have changed the tra-
ditional role of the lawyer. To meet this challenge legal scholars every-

where are busily engagedin analyzing the law school curriculum and

improving teaching methods.a

Part of "reappraising the content of the curriculum" included "realizing that
greater emphasis must be placed on public law."s

Doyle continued as a litigator to complete open cases. He went to Wash-

ington and Chicago in late 1948 to represent the federal government before

the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals regarding whether General Foods Corpora-
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tion manipulated the price of rye on the Chicago Board of Tiade in 1944 and
the validity of the 1948 Sugar Act. In 1953 he delivered "Legal Problems in
Connection with Cooperative Milk Marketing" to the annual Mid-Western
Milk Marketing conference at Iowa State in Ames. He joined the successful

opposition to a Nebraska bill that would have authorized the making of imi-
tation ice cream from vegetable and animal fats.

Catholics, Human R¡ghts, Civil Rights,
and Natural Law

Like his predecessors, the fourth dean, not including interim dean Father
Gregg, belonged to the Knights of Columbus. He presented his philosophy at
the Corporate Communion Breakfast of the Omaha Knights in March 1949,

reprinted in the Creighton Alumnus as "Human Rights and Catholic Action."
The southern filibuster in the U.S. Senate against President Harry Truman's
civil rights legislation prompted Doyle to explore civil rights and liberties from
the perspective of jurisprudence grounded in natural law.6

Locall¡ a small number of Creighton University students and faculty were at
the forefront of civil rights activism. The Reverend John P. Markoe, S.|., a West
Point graduate, entered the |esuit order in 1917, taught astronomy at Creighton
in 1930. He championed civil rights at St. Louis University and returned to
Creighton 1946. Father Markoe became the moderator of the De Porres Club,
a student organization committed to breaking down the color bar. The Blessed

Martin de Porres was a sixteenth century Peruvian of mixed ancestry, beatified
in 1873, and canonized by Pope John XXIII ín 1962. The club, which picketed
and boycotted, initially met on campus and then relocated to the North Omaha
of6ce of Mildred Brown's African American newspaper, the Omaha Star.7

Doyle asked his Knights of Columbus audience the question, "Do we have

any responsibility as citizens, as Catholic citizens, to see that these rights are

preserved and secured equally to members of all races?" He sought the answer
in both religious and civic authority. Saint Thomas Aquinas taught that natu-
ral law is "divine law revealed through natural reason." The Declaration of In-
dependence provided, "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men ...
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights ... that to secure

these rights Governments are instituted among men, deriving their just power
from the consent of the governed." The fact that in the late eighteenth century
these expressions excluded women and slaves was no longer tenable.

For African Americans, Doyle said, Jim Crow laws were a source of "hu-
miliation and oppression." Lyrnchings, employment discrimination, and seg-
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regated housing made up a "sordid story of injustice, unequal opportunit¡
intolerance, prejudice and degradation of the dignity of man" that "should be

shocking to every Catholic citizen in America." There was "much room for im-
provement" in "protecting personal security" for all Americans.

Dean Doyle's argument drew from Father John LaFarge, a Jesuit and au-

thor of The Røce Question and the Negro (1943). LaFarge claimed that equal-

ity of opportunity is simply the application to concrete conditions of individ-
ual and family life the well-known principles of social and economic justice

set forth in papal encyclicals. Poor wages and lack of a minimum standard of
decent living support the continuation of inadequate housing, education, fam-

ily life, and cultural development. The Federal Fair Employment Practice Bill
of 1945 would eliminate discrimination in employment against qualified per-
sons because of their race, creed, color, national origin, or ancestry. Critical
of Plessey v. Ferguson and its separate but equal doctrine, Doyle stated that
"the assumption that equal accommodations can be provided is unrealistic"
and sill¡ especially in graduate studies. "Experience at Nebraska and

Creighton Universities reveals the fallacies in the arguments of those who
would deny qualified applicants admission on account of race or color." On
interracial marriage, Doyle agreed with recent court rulings that held the right
to marry and procreate as a fundamental and basic right.

Doyle argued that Catholic citizens and other Christians should recognize

that the right to racial equality comes from God, for civil institutions alone

cannot preserve human rights.

We are morally bound by conscience, and the teaching of the Church,
to rid our minds of unfounded prejudices and of matters that breed

intolerance and bigotry. Individual action is demanded, action based

on the belief and teachings of the Church with respect to the equal

rights, the equal dignity and equal destiny of all races.

Dean Doyle concluded with a clarion call for his Knights of Columbus audi-
ence: "Do you have the courage to meet the challenge at home, when we are

so concerned about the repression and destruction of rights abroad?"

Dean Doyle expressed his commitment to natural law again ín 1949 in a brief
description of Creighton's pedagogical style, which created an "atmosphere per-

vaded by the philosophy of natural law."8 The dean wanted to pass "on to his

students priceless secrets about how to render valuable legal services."

Doyle's social consciousness found expression in several areas. In 1949 he

spoke on "Racial Prejudice and the Law" to the Omaha De Porres Center by
then removed from campus and located at 1918 North 24th Street. In 1950

the Omaha Bar Association appointed Doyle chair of the committee that cre-
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ated the Legal Aid Society in 1951. He was elected president of the Confer-
ence of |esuit Law Schools in 1953. In 1955 he supported the establishment
ofjuvenile courts in Douglas and Lancaster counties and in 1964 headed the
United Community Service's iuvenile Court Committee.

The granting of honorary degrees by a university is a sign of respect for the
donors, politicians, Nobel Prize winners, and other worthy dignitaries who
receive them and an index of the university's commitment to social issues. One
of the three honorary degrees Creighton awarded in 1957 went to fustice
Harold A. Stevens, the frrst African American member of the appellate divi-
sion of the New York Supreme Court, clearly a sign of Creighton's support of
civil rights.o Harry Truman was awarded an honorary degree in i962. Whit-
ney M. Young, director of the National Urban League and former Social Work
teacher at the University of Nebraska (1950-52), Creighton University
(1951-52), and executive secretary of the Omaha Urban League, gave the
Creighton University 1964 commencement address.

Faculty Expansion at Mid-Century

Dean Doyle faced curriculum modernization and addressed staffing needs.

The regular faculty hired by Dean Doyle until 1961 were: William F. Finnegan,

Ir., 1948-52; John E. North, 1949-72; Francis X. Bradle¡ 1950-52; John J.

Irwin, 1951-55; Richard S. Kelle¡ 1952-61; Arthur Lee Bloomingdale, |r.,
1955-72; Wade j. Newhouse, Jr., 1955-60; Joseph S. Brock, 1957-60;Man-
fred Pieck, 1958-99; Stuart L. Gottlieb, 1958-59; LeRoy E. Endres, S.J.,

1959-72; Neil O. Littlefield, 1959-61; Patrick H. Mullin, 1959-62, and
1970-89 Michael O'Reill¡ 1960-1978; and Rodney Shkolnick, 1961-2000.

William F. Finnegan, |r., an Iowan, received his law degree from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota in 1946. An instructor and research assistant at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Law School, he had published "Ejectment Procedure in
Nebraska" and "Problems and Procedures in Quiet Title Actions."l0 He came

to Creighton in 1948. ln 1949 he completed a two-volume manuscript on legal

writing, "Techniques of Appellate Argument and Procedure." He taught Eq-
uit¡ Evidence, and Legal Bibliography and left Creighton in 1952.

John E. North, LLB'48, born in Omaha in 1925, earned his LL.M. with dis-
tinction at Duke University in 1949. Returning to Omaha, he clerked for U.S.

district court judge ]ames A. Donohoe. North began teaching at Creighton in
1949. Like several other professors ofthis period, he gave presentations on tel-
evision. In 1960 he went into partnership with Raymond E. McGrath, LLB'30,
in the First National Bank Building. North taught Taxation and Evidence. In
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Figure 45: Professor William Sternberg and his wife, 1959

his article "Creighton Law School: A Private Institution in the Public Service"

in The Catholic Lawyer (1958), he stated that Creighton demanded "a mastery

of the principles of the divine, natural, and positive law" from its students:

The law school places strong emphasis upon the moral value of the

legal principles, rules, and policies found in the various courses. Thus

the student forms the habit of testing past and prospective patterns

of legal activity by the law of God, thereby preparing himself to excel

in his office of lawyer and citizen. This distinctive aspect is the crown
of legal education at Creighton.ll

In 1966 North coedited Evidence, based on a series of articles written by Ne-
braska attorneys on the law of evidence in the state.

When the Nebraska Committee for Electors raised the issue of lowering the

voting age in 1957, North argued that "the Constitution framers did not want
every one to vote. The electoral college is an example." Maturity comes with
the "opportunity to exercise judgment," and he did not "believe there is sub-

stance to the argument that if one is old enough to fight he should be per-
mitted to vote." Dr. Paul Beck, Omaha University history professor, retorted,
"the magic age of 21 is nonsense to me."12 North, active in local politics,



218 5 . DEAN JAMES A. DOYLE AND THE YEARS OF STEWARDSHIP

chaired the lawyers' committee for the election of Samuel V. Cooper as county
judge and managed Congressman |ohn Cavanaugh's reelection'campaign.13

Francis X. Bradle¡ hired in 1950, had taught mathematics and aeronauti-
'cal engineering at Notre Dame from 1945 to 1949. He received a law degree

from the University of Notre Dame and his LL.M. degree from Yale Univer-
sity in 1SSO. At Creighton he taught Constitutional Law and other public law
subjects. Like Finnegan, he left in 1952, joining the legal staff of United Air-
craft Corporation in Hartford, Connecticut.

Iohn J. Irwin, a World War II U.S. Navy offlcer, earned his B.S. and LL.B.
at the University of South Carolina and his LL.M. at Duke University in 195 1 .

ln 1952 he published "Secondary Boycott under the Täft-Hartley Act" in the
South Carolina Law Quørterþ and came to Creighton to teach Constitutional
Law and Labor Law He resigned in 1955.

Richard S. Kelle¡ a Maine native and World War II Marine Corps officer,
earned his law degree at the University of Michigan and his LL.M. at the Uni-
versity of California. (Michigan provided the education for a number of other
Creighton faculty members as well, including Arthur Lee Bloomingdale, Wade

J. Newhouse, Jr., Neil O. Littlefield, and Rodney Shkolnick.) Kelley taught
Business Law and Trade Regulations at Oregon State College and came to
Creighton in 1952 to teach Property- Trusts, Trade Regulation, and Com-
mercial Law. He published "Functional Discounts Under the Robinson-
Pattman Act" in the 1952 Californiø Løw Review and left Creighton in 1961.

Arthur Lee Bloomingdale, ]r., BSC'52, LLB'54 (both cum laude), distin-
guished himself along with Tom Walsh, by entering the national moot court
competition in St. Louis and as the vice president of the Eighth Circuit Con-
ference of the American Law Students Association. He received a fellowship
to attend the University of Michigan as a research fellow and earned his LL.M.
degree. He married Teresa Moore Burrowes, dean Doyle's secretar¡ who
comprised the entire administrative staff, in 1955.ta He came to Creighton in
1955 to teach Torts, Credit Transactions, furisprudence, and Labor Law In
1961 he served as vice president and general counsel of the Mutual Protective
Insurance Company of Omaha, rising to president and chief operating offl-
cer. He resigned from the law school in 1972.

Wade J. Newhouse, Jr., earned his BA at Southwest College in Memphis
and his law degree in 1951 at the University of Michigan. He came to
Creighton in 1955 to teach Constitutional Law, International Law, and Labor
Law. He spent a summer at the University of Michigan Legislative Research

Center and later received a Ford Foundation Fellowship in 1957 to study in-
ternational law at Columbia University. In 1959 his 853-page Constitutionøl
Uniþrmity ønd Equølity in Støte Thxøtion was published by the University of
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Figure 46: Law School Faculty 1966. Manfred Pieck, MichaelJ. O'Reilly, Win-
sor C. Moore, James A. Doyle, Dean, Rodney Shkolnick, John E. North, A. Lee
Bloomingdale, Donald R. Prinz, and the Reverend LeRoy E. Endres, S.J.

Michigan Law School. A second edition appeared in 1984. He left Creighton
in 1961. foseph S. Brock, a graduate of the College of St. Thomas and Stan-
ford University Law School and a member of the Chicago-Kent College of Law
facult¡ replaced Newhouse in 1957 , teaching Propert¡ Constitution aI Law,
and Criminal Law. He resigned in 1960.

Manfred Pieck, born in Berlin and raised in the Netherlands, a Holocaust
survivor, received his B.S. from NewYork University in 1952, earning his LL.B.
and LL.M. at Columbia University in 1955 and 1958. He worked with the

criminal branch of the NewYork Legal Aid Society. He arrived at Creighton in
1958 and taught Propert¡ Constitutional Law, and International Law, using
his European language skills to translate legal texts. His publications range from
a case note, "Legal Status of the Republic of South Moluccas" in the American

Journal of International Law ( 1 954), to coauthoring "The Great Reform of Ital-
ian Criminal Procedure" in Critics of Institutions Q99a). He directed the Jes-

sup International Moot Court. Well traveled, he attended conferences in Ley-
den, London, Lund in Sweden, Bologna, Edinburgh, Onati in Spain, Utrecht,
Gottingen, Lesbos, Iceland, Jerusalem, and Bordeaux. He retired in 1999.1s

Stuart L. Gottlieb, a New Yorker, earned his B.A. at Hofstra College and
his law degree at Georgetown University in 1957. He came to Creighton in
1958 to teach Contracts and courses in commercial transactions. He was also

the campaign coordinator for the Douglas County Republican central com-
mittee. He left in 1959, succeeded by Neil O. Littlefield, who had earned a
B.S. from the University of Maine, a law degree from Boston University
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School of Law and an LL.M. from the University of Michigan, where he had

been associated for two years with the Legislative Research Center. Littlefield
taught Commercial Law and completed his S.J.D. degree at Michigan in 1961.

He took a position at the University of Connecticut School of Law in Hart-
ford in 1961.

Father LeRoy E. Endres, S.J., M.4., earned his undergraduate degree at St.

Louis Universit¡ his LL.B. at the University of Michigan Law School, and his

LL.M. at the University of Chicago. He arrived at Creighton in 1959, the sec-

ond |esuit appointed as a regular faculty member. He taught Family Law, Ju-

risprudence, and Future Interests and served as student counselor. In I972he
was appointed Creighton's first affirmative action director. He left Creighton
shortly thereafter.r6

Patrick H. Mullin, BSC'49, LLB'52, born in Rockford, Illinois, in 1927, be-
came a certified public accountant in 1951 and earned a M.B.A. at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin in 1955. He taught at the University of Delaware and first
joined the Creighton staff in 1959 to teach Law and Accounting. He ran for
City Council in 1961, finishing eleventh in a field of seventy-three candidates.

He attributed being single to the "extreme good taste shown by Omaha girls."

He left Omaha in 1962 and married Harriet M. Shotell in 1963. He returned
to Creighton from Iowa State University in 1970. He retired in 1989 and died

in 2005.

Rodney Shkolnick, born in 1931 in Davenport, Iowa, joined the Creighton
faculty in 1961, succeeding Neil O. Littlefleld. He became dean in 1977. }ìis
contribution to Creighton will be discussed in greater detail in Chapter 7, de-

voted rù his deanship. The Uniform Commercial Code, first suggested in 1940,

came to Nebraska in 1963, the twenty-eighth state to adopt it. Legislation al-

lowed fifteen months before it came into force on September l, 1965. Profes-

sor Shkolnick's lectures on the Code prepared Nebraska attorneys for the new

epoch. He noted, "a lot of people are unhappy with it, however, because it
means relearning and re-investigating on their own. They find that their pre-

vious knowledge is useless in the light of the new code."r7 According to Mar-
tin Mayer, the UCC "put the bills-and-notes teachers out of business."18 Shkol-

nick taught Contracts and published in 1965 with Winsor Moore the

two-volume Nebraska Uniform Commercial Code Forms with Practice Com-

ments.

Adjunct faculty included Edward F. Fogart¡ AB'19, LLB'24; Robert C. Fisk,

a l94I University of Iowa graduate who taught Examination of Abstracts of
Title to seniors starting in L952; and bankruptcy referee ferrold L. Strasheim,

who taught Creditors'Rights; and Lyle E. Strom, LLB'53.
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Figure 47: Rodney Shkolnick and Winsor C. Moore publish a two-volume text
on the Uniform Commercial Code, 1964.

Labor Law and Public Law

The Depression, the New Deal, and postwar legislation transformed the
legal structure of labor-management relations. As labor law emerged, the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board became the new arena for labor disputes.le

Several Creighton law school graduates were active in labor law. P. |. Ker-
rígan, LLB'23, in Kodiak, Alaska, represented the United Fishermen during
the late 1940s. James F. Joyce, LLB'29, represented the Iowa District of the
United Mine Workers of America during the mid-1930s and ín 1937 was ap-
pointed manager of the Iowa regional office of the national bituminous coal

commission in Des Moines. David D. Weinberg, LLB'37, represented unions



222 5 . DEAN JAMES A. DOYLE AND THE YEARS OF STEWARDSHIP

and taught labor law at the University of Nebraska at Omaha and at Creighton
Institute on Industrial Relations. He sat on the Omaha Human Relations
Board from 1959 to 1967 and was active in the American Trade Union Coun-
cil for Labor Israel. Robert E. O'Connor, LLB'50, (a veteran who flew frftyB24
combat missions in Europe), also represented labor unions.

The law school curriculum responded to the ABA inspector's comment on
the absence of courses in Public Law. The 1948-49 Bulletin introduced Public
Law I-VII, a seven-course sequence covering Criminal Law and Procedure,
Federal Constitutional Law, State Constitutional La% Municipal Corpora-
tions, Government Regulation of Business, Public Utilities, and Labor Law.

The Bulletin's description of the two-hour elective Labor Law course of-
fered in the second semester is informative for academic responses to an
emerging area of law:

Background of modern labor legislation; U.S. Department of Labor;
Railway Labor Act; National Labor Relations Act; Federal Anti-In-
junction Act; Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938; Government Con-
tracts, Wage and Hours Laws; Employer Liability AcU State Labor
Laws; Collective Bargaining; Labor Arbitration; Taft-Hartley Act.

By 1951 more conventional individual courses replaced the seven-part Pub-
lic Law format. John North offered Labor Law, using Løbor Løw: Cases, Ma-
terials, and Comments by Charles O. Gregory and Harold Katz. During the
1950s North, John lrwin, Arthur Lee Bloomingdale, and Wade ). Newhouse
taught Labor Law.

Michael J. O' Reilly, Creighton's Own
Paper Chase Man

Professor Michael J. O'Reilly was hired in 1960 and retired in 1978. Ronald
Volkmer described him as an actor in the grand manner who saw the classroom

as theater. Theodore |. Clements wrote from Gonzaga University that O'Reilly
was a "one-man intellectual entertainment center." Pat Parenteau, JD'72, wrote,
"One could not expect to learn by restful osmosis in an O'Reilly course." His
classes and "case exegesis" were demanding: "Each case was treated like a birth-
day present; every student was given the chance to help unwrap it." He taught
his students "never to be satisfied with minimum standards of performance."2o

Professor Volkmer visited O'Reilly and his wife, Dorothy, in 1992 and in-
terviewed them in 1994. Volkmer's account was published in "Postcards from
New York" in the 1995 Creighton Lawyer. O'Reill¡ born and raised in New
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York Cit¡ earned his law degree at St. Iohn's University. His private practice

closed in 1943 when the Air Corps drafted him as a special agent for Army In-
telligence. Following demobilization, he returned to private practice and mar-
ried Dorothy Clancy. In 1957 he taught at the University of ldaho School of
Law in Moscow ldaho. He taught Civil Procedure at Wyoming and developed

an interest in natural resources law. Dean Doyle hired O'Reilly in 1960 to teach

Remedies, Civil Procedure, and Environmental Law before the subject had a

casebook. He earned his LL.M. at NewYork University in 1961 through a Ford

Fellowship program.
In 1963 he taught Legal Research, a required one-hour, first-year course

using Ervin H. Pollack s Fundamentals of Legøl Research, a book with the motto
"He Who Cites His Source, Brings Deliverance to the World" (Mishnah, Avot.

VI). O'Reilly had a theatrical presence, resembling ]ohn Houseman of Paper

Chase fame. He accepted visiting lectureships at the University of Indiana-In-
dianapolis (1967-68) and Duquesne University (1973-74). From Creighton
he went in 1978 to teach at the newly opened University of Bridgeport Law

School in Connecticut. He moved to Manhattan in 1988. O'Reilly sent greet-

ings through Professor Volkmer to his former students |udge Davis and |udge
Corrigan and to his colleague, business professor Sal Valentino, who had com-
pleted his law degree in 1983. Professor Volkmer closed his article by echoing

Bongardt's homage to Gillespie: "I am still in awe of my mentor and his

boundless enthusiasm for the law, for life, and for his family and his friends."2l

Curriculum, Legal Ethics, and Moot Court

In 1950-51 John North, John Irwin, and Wade Newhouse taught Judicial
Administration. The legal ethics component reemerged as Legal Ethics in
1957, a required one-hour course given in the last semester by North, who
used William M. Trumbull's Materiøls on the Løwyer's Professional Responsi-

bility in 1963. In I97A Legal Ethics became a second-year course. In 1973

Howard H. Moldenhauer, 1972 Omaha Bar Association president and Ne-
braska State Bar Foundation vice president, offered a two-hour elective, Law

Office Management and Professional Responsibility, using The Lawyers Hønd-
book, published by West Publishing Company.

In the second half of the century moot court aspired to regional and na-

tional competition. Creighton hosted a number of contests, with Creighton
teams often achieving distinction. For instance, in 1957 Morris Bruckner,
Francis Winner, and Stephen McGill, directed by John North, won second
place in the regional moot court competition in St. Louis. In 1958 they met
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defeat in New York City. In 1962 Assistant Professor Rodney Shkolnick stated,
"These court sessions are designed to give students practice and practical ex-

perience in researching legal points and problems in law and in drafting, writ-
ing and preparing appellate briefs for the court system of Nebraskal'I. Pat
Green reminisced about the 1963 tournament:

My teammate was Don Fedric (J.D. 1965). In 1964 the senior team
of Pat Green and Don Fedric defeated South Dakota in St. Louis but
were defeated in the semi-finals by the University of Nebraska. Rod
Shkolnick took us to the competition in St. Louis.... The National
Moot Court competition was all we had by way of student intellec-
tual outlet outside the classroom.22

In 1952 the American Bar Association standards required the completion
of three years of college work for admission to law school. Select Creighton
students entered law school on the three and three program, earning their B.A.

in the process of completing law school. Winsor C. Moore served as the mod-
erator of the seventy-member Pre-Legal Association, created in 1952. Mem-
bers in 1953 included ]ames Heaton, William Meares, Harold Rock, Monte
Taylor, and Paul Watts.

The published dean's list of academic leaders presaged future professional

success. In 1960 and 1962 the list contained the following names: Eugene

Atkinson, William Brennan, Colleen Buckle¡ Theodore Carlson, Ernest
Chambers, Robert Dwyer, and John Reefe. Honors went in 1964 to Robert
Dwyer, James P. Green, james Kasher, David E. Pavel, George Penr¡
Theodore Tierne¡ and Michael Weinberg.23

Continuing Legal Education

The postwar legal institutes inaugurated continuing legal education regu-
larly sponsored by Creighton. In 1957 Creighton, the state bar, and the Amer-
ican Law Institute offered Law Office Management, The Time Sale Financing
Problem, and Business Associations. About 150 attorneys attended a two-day
conference featuring Prøctical Lawyer editor Paul A. Wolkin. In 1959 a six-
week, one-evening-per week refresher conference included Truman Clare,

Harry B. Cohen, Barton Kuhns, and Patrick Mullin among the twenty in-
structors. The Blue Jay featured a photograph of 125 lawyers listening atten-
tively to "Tax Consequences of Common Legal Transactions." Estate Planning
was offered in 1961. The followingyear Harry Cohen spoke on "Income Tax

Considerations in Determining Whether to Incorporate" to about 250 lawyers.
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John W. Delehant, Winthrop B. Lane, Rodney Shkolnick, and Flavel A.
Wright discussed the new Uniform Commercial Code over five Wednesday
evening sessions in October-November 1961. The speakers ín 1966 included
U.S. District Court judge Robert Van Pelt, U.S. district attorney Theodore L.

Richling, and |ames F. Green. The 1967 Labor Law Institute meeting at the
Blackstone Hotel hosted a panel discussing unionization, management prob-
lems, arbitration, and the National Labor Relations Board. The rights of the
poor were discussed in 1967 in conjunction with the Omaha Legal Aid Soci-
ety'

Fraternities after World War Two

Milton D. Green, dean of Washington University School of Law in St.

Louis, observed that expanding areas of law placed new pressure on students.
Labor law, tax law, administrative law, and government regulations had not
even been subjects a generation earlier. Adding a semester or another year to
the curriculum in order to cover these new topics was unpopular. Instead,
Dean Green suggested turning extracurricular activities to educational ad-
vantage. In particular, fraternities could reinforce the educative work of the
law review and the student bar association. The fraternities, most of which
were nonresident, should be guided to improve scholarship, provide ex-
tracurricular education, and perform service functions.2a

In February 1946 Gamma Eta Gamma announced the fraternity's resump-
tion of daily review sessions. However, the fraternity closed in i948. Delta
Theta Phi survived the Second World Wat and its membership rolls benefited
from the demise of Gamma Eta Gamma. Nebraska Supreme Court Chief Ius-
tice Robert J. Simmons addressed the fraternity in 1947 at a luncheon at the
Elks Club. The Delta Theta Phi had seventy-four members in 1949, ninety-
eight in 1951, and thirty-five active members in 1952. Prominent members
during the 1950s were Norman Bradshaw, James Buckle¡ Dale Fahrnbruch,

James Hamilton, Patrick Mullin, Richard O'Brien, Lyle Strom (clerk of the
rolls), and William Seidler. John E. North served as the faculty moderator.
Members continued to make merry at the Fontenelle Hotel, Hibernian Club,
Rome Hotel, Embassy Club, and, in 1959, Gorat's Steakhouse.2s Keith Fred-
erick was president in 1960 and members included Eugene Atkinson, a future
Sarpy County judge; Gary Bucchino, future Douglas County prosecutor; and
Robert Burgess, future Social Security administrative law judge.

The national fraternity limitation of membership to white Christian males

ran counter to Creighton's engagement in the civil rights movement. A floor
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Figure 4B: DeltaTheta Phi Legal Fraternity in .1953. 
Seated: Prof. J. E. North,

Faculty, John Respeliers, Dick O'Brien, John Fennell, Lyle Strom, Jim Merriman,
Orie Adcock. Standing: Wendell Rasmussen, PaulToland, Paul Quinlan, Faculty,

Jim Holmberg, Pat Hyde, Paul Rauth, PatAchatl, John O'Neill, Leo Connolly, Pat

Heaton, Lloyd Cregerson, Jerry Seidl, and Joe Foy.

fight at the 1959 convention failed to eliminate the restrictive provision. In
March 1961, when the national fraternity refused to change this clause, the

Creighton chapter disbanded and sought afflliation with the older law frater-
nity, Phi Delta Phi. The Delta Theta Phi convention in 1961 finally removed

the racial and religious restrictions. As a result of the fraternity's constitutional
changes, in spring 1966 the Bryan Senate of Delta Theta Phi was reactivated in
a ceremony in federal district court.26 It had forty-two members by 1967.

Among its ofÊcers were Ronald Volkmer and Lyle Rodenburg. In the same year

Governor Norbert Tiemann, Lieutenant Governor Philip C. Sorenson, U.S.

district attorney Theodore Richling, and Chief Justice of the Nebraska Supreme

Court Paul White contributed to the fraternity's educational programs. The

constitution was amended again in I97l to permit women members.

In 1950 thirty-one students at Creighton law school applied for a Phi Alpha
Delta charter. Phi Alpha Delta claimed Presidents William Taft, Woodrow Wil-
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son, \Marren Harding, and Harry Tiuman as alumni. The Reverend Paul Gregg,

S.J., an alumnus of the fraternity, Winsor C. Moore, and Harry B. Cohen were

faculty charter members. Eleven Midwest schools sent representatives to the
installation of the Saint Thomas More chapter, which was held on March 30 at
the Birchwood Club. fudge Douglas Edmonds of the California Supreme Court
presided. At the summer convention in French Lick Springs, Indiana, the fra-
ternity adopted "non-restrictive membership" and professed to be "the only
non-restrictive law fraternity as regards racial and religious affiliations of its
members." Phi Alpha Delta achievements in 1955 included presidencies of the
law school Sodality, the John Carroll Speech Club,zt the Student Bar Associa-

tion, the Pre-Legal CIub, along with representation in Alpha Sigma Nu and
various law school elected student officers. Among the members were A. Lee

Bloomingdale, Richard Edgerton, Jerry Gitnik, Tosh Honda, Hiram K. Ka-
maka, Yale |. Kaplan, |ames Koley, Steve Lustgarten, Stephen McGill, ]ames
Moylan, Monte Taylor, Samuel Turco, Robert Vondrasek, and Paul Watts; al-

\K
Figure 49: John Carroll Speech Club in I956. Front Row: Sam Boyer, Carr
Heaney, Richard Spittler. Second Row: Vince Kirby, Jim Moylan, Joan Glodowski,
John Miller, Larry Weber. Third Row: Hank Rosenthal, John Winters, Matt
McEniry, Elmer Cunderson, Melvin Kennedy. Fourth Row: Joseph McCinn, Jim
Schneider, Norman Bradshaw, Larry Foley, and Morris Bruckner.
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Figure 50: Alpha Sigma Nu Fraternity in 1953. MonteTaylor, Law; Paul Kern,
Arts; Charles Kapsner, Pharmacy, Treasurer; Ceorge Craham, Craduate; Wesley
Wilhelm, Pharmacy; Thomas Walsh, Law; John Whaley, Commerce; Pierre Keit-
ges, Arts; RichertTaylor, Arts; Delwyn Nagengast, Arts; Monty Pinard, Dentistry;

John Borer, Law; Paul Rauth, Law; William Nelson, Pharmacy; Lyle Strom, Law,
President; Don Cimpl, Commerce; Wallace Phillips, Dentistry; Bernard Nalty,
Arts, Recording Secretary; Ed Jurek, Commerce; Ralph Herrman, Dentistry;
Richard Peters, Medicine, Vice President; Cene Stormberg, Dentistry; Corre-
sponding Secretary, John Theisen, Dentistry; Kenneth Rihanek, Pharmacy; Ger-
ald Evers, Medicine; Loren Augustyn, Medicine; John Quinn, Medicine; Lee
Bloomingdale, Law; and James Koley, Law.

most all became active in the Omaha legal community. Bloomingdale, by 1960

an associate professor, became the faculty moderator.

In 1963 the fraternity had its own legal battle when it attempted to pur-
chase a fraternity house at 3507 Hawthorne, thirteen blocks from the Hilltop.
Zoníng restricted the house to one or two families, and the Bemis Park Im-
provement Association complained to the City Planning Board, which ruled
against the fraternity. The City Council then overruled the planning board,

but Mayor James J. Dworak vetoed the council's decision, which led the coun-

cil to override the mayor. David Cullan recalled that in 1965 he and three other

fraternity brothers moved into the house and slept on the floor for almost a
year before the treasury could afford mattresses, beds, and a couch. Eventu-

ally the building housed seyenteen students. Former biology professor Leo P.

Clements, who lived close b¡ said, "The boys have caused no trouble. They
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I

tigure 51: "Putting on the Dog" for the 1960 Homecoming parade, Phi Alpha
Delta entered the contest with nothing less than, 'A Solid Gold Cadillac."

are very civil and congenial." Another neighbor said, "We have trouble find-
ing a place to park sometimes, but they are good boys."

Among the members of Phi Alpha Delta during the 1960s were David Cul-
lan, William Gallup, |. Patrick Green, Charles Hannon, Dean Jungers, Michael
McGill, Richard Myers, Natan Schwalb, and Tom Thalken, with Professor
Michael O'Reilly as faculty moderator. In 1964 Creighton hosted a regional
Phi Alpha Delta conclave. Harry Cohen, president-elect of the Nebraska Bar
Association, and Paul Comeau, law senior, were cited as the year's outstand-
ing alumni and active membet respectively. In 1967, ninety-seven accredited
schools had active chapters, the More chapter had fifty active members, and
sixty freshmen pledged the fraternity the following year.

In September 1970 Phi Alpha Delta became the first law fraternity to admit
women. iudy Hoftnan, joining in 1973, served as the first elected woman jus-
tice. RodneyShkolnickwasthefacultyadviser. JulianneM. Dunn joinedtn1974.
That same year, the fraternity sponsored the Sedgwick Open golf tournament.2s

The Law Sodality experienced a national revival and by the 1940s claimed
more than two million high school and college age members. The movement
aimed to deepen concern for the salvation of souls and the promotion of

sHOP
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Figure 52: Law School Sodality in 1964. Mike McCill, Paul Comeau, Dave Cul-
lan, Reverend LeRoy Endres, S.J., Moderator, Bob Breisch, Bill Reidmann, E. J.

Ciovannetti, Jerry Harrington, Ed Fogarty, Mary Lou Bosiljeva, Jim Cripe, and
Steve Cannon.

Catholic truth through "intense Catholic activity."2e Creighton's Law Sodality
became more active after the Second World War. In 1951 it had thirty-five
members. In 1958 Prefect John T. Kell¡ a third-year law student, organized a
retreat at St. Columban Mission in Bellevue, Nebraska, with the Reverend

John P. Markoe, S.J., Professor of mathematics, as the retreat master. The Law

Sodality met every Friday at ll a.m. in Room 203 of the law building. Mem-
bers during the 1950s and 1960s included Norman Bradshaw, Robert
Burkhard, Paul Comeau, David Cullan, Michael Dugan, Richard Edgerton,

)ohn Kellogg, James Kole¡ Michael McGill, ]ames Moylan, Harold Rock, Lyle

Strom, Samuel T[rco, and Ronald Volkmer. ln 1964 the first woman, Mary
Lou Bosiljeva, joined. ln 1966 the members discussed the ramifications of the

Second Vatican Council and collected money from law students to purchase

food baskets for poor families of St. John's parish. Father Leroy Endres, S.J.,

served as the faculty moderator.

The Rise of the Student Bar Association

The increasing size and complexity of the Creighton student body extended

the social distance between undergraduates and the professional schools. Law

student participation in the Creightonian, the Blue løy, and the student union
declined. The Second World War further disrupted the fabric of student life.
Some fraternities collapsed for lack of members. The Student Bar Association
(SBA) organized in 1949 To provide for the needs of law students. It soon af-

filiated with the ABA-sponsored American Law Student's Association. All
Creighton law students were members. Winsor Moore served as faculty mod-
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Figure 53: Law School Class Presidents. George Burke, Senior President, Lyle
Strom, Junior President, and Monte Taylor, Freshman President, 1952. A framed
portrait of St. Thomas More by Hans Holbein the \ôunger hangs on the wall.

erator. The Nebraska State Bar Association accommodated law student mem-
bership in 1953.30

ln 1952 the SBA published Assøult and Flattery, described by the Omøhø
Woild-Herøld as a "weekly news sheet" with a student staff of about ten. The
bimonthly Iøw Post appeared in 1956.3r A "more streamlined" Docket replaced
the Posú in 1961.

During 1952 Creighton law students participated in the legal aid clinic. In
the same year they started the Legal Research Service, where students re-
searched and wrote opinions for lawyers. The SBA brought political candi-
dates to speak on campus and sponsored a conference addressing "When and
Why a Businessman Needs a Lawyer," and they set up a library service to as-
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sist.out-of-state lawyers. The American Bar Association recognized Creighton's

SBA as the nation's "most outstanding" in 1953. The Student Løwyer praised

Creighton's eighty-four members for "an astonishing number of intra-school
professional, public service and social activities." That same year Creighton
hosted the Eighth Circuit Student Bar Association convention. Creighton
placed in the top four chapters among the 115 SBA chapters for three years in
a row.

Active in the SBA during the 1950s were Eugene Atkinson, A. Lee Bloom-
ingdale, Norman Bradshaq Richard Bruckner, Gary Bucchino, James Buck-
le¡ Thomas Burke, Herbert Denenberg, Renne Edmunds, Keith Frederick,

Charles Gotch, Philip Kneifl, James Kole¡ Eugene Leah¡ Steve Lustgarten,

Stephen McGill, Paul Rauth, Harold Rock, William Seidler, Monte Taylor,

Samuel Turco, |oseph Vance, and Paul Watts. Colleen Buckley joined in 1960.

The Student Bar Association in 1951 established a placement committee
"designed to find places where Law grads can hang their shingles and earn

some groceries." The Nebraska State Bar lournal printed photographs and

thumbnail biographies of Creighton and Lincoln graduates from 1961 lo 1972.

In 1962 the SBA planned a placement service for graduating seniors.

The student bar also worked "to provide play for the members." There were

annual smokers, a gripers'stag, field day in Elmwood Park, races, baseball,

and golf tournaments. Creighton began celebrating Law Day in the 1930s. The

SBA sponsored these annual activities, often inviting speakers oflocal and na-

tional prominence. In 1951 Nebraska Chief Justice Robert T. Simmons spoke.

Mystery story writer Erle Stanley Gardner entertained in 1955. The same year

the Student Bar Association invited Donald R. Ross, U.S. attorney for Ne-

braska, and in 1957 Donald P. Lay of the Omaha law firm Eisenstatt, Semi-

nara & Lay to speak about "Demonstrative Evidence." President Lyndon John-
son appointed Lay to the Eighth Circuit in 1966, and President Richard Nixon
appointed Ross to the Eighth Circuit in 1970. Both employed Creighton law
grads as clerks.

The American Bar Association assumed national sponsorship of Law Da¡
beginning on May I, 1957. President Eisenhower enhanced the event in 1958

by issuing a proclamation in its behalf. Governor Ralph Brooks was

Creighton's 1959 Law Day speaker at the Town House Ballroom. District court
judge Paul |. Garrotto spoke in 1964. Other Law Day speakers were circuit
court judge Donald Lay in 1972, Colorado Democratic senator Gary Hart in
1977, and Indiana's Democratic senator Birch Bayh in 1978.

In 1968 the SBA sponsored a conference on "Free Press and Free Trial" and

the Reardon repoftJ2 The SBA invited Lee Terr¡ Sr., KETV news director;

]ames Clemon, OmahaWofld-Herøld editorial writer; Mark Gautier, KMTV
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Figure 54: Student Bar Association in 1 962. C. Lock, C. Scudder, C. Buckley,
D. Mueting, B. Riley, J. Monahan, D. Kolenda, L. Carey, Larry Harr, D. Girard,
R. Sullivan, W. Weaver, J. Baker, T. Conis, D. Dunning, B. Anderson, J. Leahy, D.
Smouse, A. Stinbock, B. Monahan, B. Bray, B. Walsh, P. Crane, D. Parker, C.
Venteicher, F. Ceihs, M. LaFrance, C. Welch, P. Vondrak, D. King, D. Donlan,
M. Dugan, D. May, and F. Sexton.

news director; Joe Niemann of KFAB; and attorneys Harry B. Otis, Robert D.

Mullin, and David A. Haberman, chair of Creighton's Department of Jour-
nalism. Lee Terry stated, "Democracy insists on an informed citizenry. Igno-
rance is not bliss, it's slavery."ra

Calls for SBA secession from the larger Creighton student association ap-
peared periodically in the Creightonian. Issues included mone¡ activity fees,

and lack of common identity. In L969, for example, an arts senior board mem-
ber observed, "Small disorganized groups of students from the Schools of Law,

Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmacy have been trying to break away from the

Student Board of Governors for years and set up their own governments."3a

Dennis Mihelich, in The History of Creighton University, noted that the
student union in the early 1960s achieved two "firsts" in the realm of race

and gender. In 1962 fohn Clay Smith became the first African American
elected as a representative. In 1963, Student Board of Governors president
Michael McGill appointed the first coed officer, Mary Kay Green, recording
secretary. It amplifies Mihelich's observation to note that all these individu-
als became prominent lawyers.35
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Cold War Anticommunism and
the American Legion

The postwar world introduced.new tensions into international and do-
mestic politics. Nebraska Chief Justice Robert Simmons spoke to the Student
Bar Association in December 1949 on "The Organization of the Bar, Courts,
Law Schools and Practice of Law in Russia." In December 1950, Dr. |ames A.
Hart gave a short talk on communist China to Phi Alpha Delta. In May 1951

Chief fustice Simmons, returning to address the annual law school dinner,
warned his Omaha audience against the idea that "communism càn't happen
here." He added, "it is foolish to think communism exists only in Chicago or
New York." Law seniors should "be on guard against the Red threat and accept
responsibilities of leadership in their communities."

Second Circuit Court of Appeals judge Harold R. Medina received an hon-
orary doctor of letters degree in 1956. He gained recognition as the presiding
judge at the trial of eleven Communists and in a long antitrust case against
seventeen leading investment banking houses. The judge's address, 'A Look
at America," honored the one hundredth anniversary of the United States Na-
tional Bank. Anticommunism continued, though not at the frenetic level of
the McCarthy era.36

At the end of the two world wars, the American Legion offered Creighton
Iawyer veterans a local political springboard. The Omaha Post No. 1, reputed
to be the largest in America, had some sway at the national level. Charles F.

Bongardt and Daniel J. Gross, both World War I veterans, were active in the
1930s. Bongardt succeeded Gross as local post commander in 1945. At mid-
century the American Legion, led by Second World War veterans, wielded
power similar to that of the National Rifle Association and the American As-
sociation of Retired Persons at the end of the twentieth century.

James F. Green, LLB'39, one of the most prominent Creighton legionnaires
and an active anticommunist, was born in Decatur, Illinois, the son of a rail-
road worker. Green grew up in Council Bluffs and attended Creighton Prep.

While a student at Creighton, Green, like his father, worked in the Union Pa-

cific shops. During WWII, Second Lieutenant Green, commanding a battal-
ion of tank destroyers in the Philippines and Japan, rose to the rank of lieu-
tenant colonel. At the age of thirt¡ in 1946, Green was the national chair of
the Americanism Commission of the American Legion, succeeding another
Creighton graduate in this position, Robert J. Webb, LLB'11. Webb, an ac-
complished trombonist, a World War I army bandmaster, and former presi-
dent of the Omaha Musician's Union, withdrew voluntarily and urged the ap-
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pointment of Green, declaring, "Now is the time for some of us older Le-
gionnaires to give every opportunity to capable World War II veterans to step

in and take our places in Legion activities."3T The first World War II veteran

to command Post No. I was assistant U.S. attorney and lieutenant colonel
Thomas C. Quinlan, LLB'33. Green succeeded Quinlan as post commander
in 1948.

Green, twice a runner-up for national commander, testified before the
House Un-American Activities Committee. Attacking alleged communist ac-

tivity in the United States, he asserted, "Communists in the United States num-
ber one hundred thousand," later reducing the flgure to 75,000. He told the
committee, "There are cadres of ten foreign divisions aheady on American soil."

The Creighton Alumnus published Green's anticommunist ideas in "America

Needs You!" in 1949. He challenged the complacency of Americans in the face

of "the red fungus of atheistic communism" that covered "more and more of
the world's surface." Green urged Congress to pass California Republican con-
gressman Richard Nixon's 1950 bill requiring communists and front groups to
register with the Department of fustice and denying them passports.3s

In 1950 Green chaired the Douglas County Democratic Party and managed

the Nebraska Price Control Office. In 1953 Joseph J. Vinardi, BPh 30, LLB'32,
and Green were named to the American Legion's National Un-American Ac-
tivities Committee. That same year Green chaired the Nebraska Crusade for
Freedom, which supported Radio Free Europe's broadcasts to listeners behind
the iron curtain. Green ran unsuccessfully for mayor. He died in 1968. Two
of his children, James Patrick Green, JD'65, and Mary Kay Green, ID'77,
earned law degrees at Creighton.

In 1952 Ephraim L. Marks, LLB'32, served as post commander. He worked
in the district clerk's office and then in the law offices of Reed, Ramacciotti,
& Robinson in the First National Bank Building. His military career began

when the Omaha Safety Council elected him presidentin 1942. He went into
the army and wrote from Camp Barkele¡ Texas,

I have a very interesting and absorbing job here, in charge of athlet-
ics, dances, parties and a host of other activities, in addition I keep

soldiers out ofjail, as defense counsel of the division general court
martial, and keep them in, as trial judge advocate of the regimental
special court.3e

The army reassigned Marks to military intelligence, and for over two years he

headed the Sixth Army combat intelligence section. He interrogated prisoner
of war General Tomoyuki Yamashita in the Philippines, afterward going to
Toþo where he "saw one undamaged |esuit school amid all the devastation and
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rubble."a0 Seeing the effects of the atomic bomb in Nagasaki, Marks wrote, "If
the atomic bomb had landed on l6th and Farnam streets in Omaha the area

from south to north and from the river to 40th or 50th street would have been

completely destroyed and the downtown buildings would have been vaporized."
Demobilized, Lieutenant Colonel Marks joined six veterans, all Creighton

graduates, hired to staff the county attorney's office. He opened a private prac-
tice in the Brandeis Theater building and then formed a partnership, Marks
& Clare. He chaired the Douglas County Democratic Party in 1959 and be-

came the fifth of seven postwar Creighton alumni to head the Omaha legion-
naires. Other post commanders included George Boland, LLB'23, |oseph
Vinardi, BPh'30, LLB'32, and |ohn Pease, BSC'41. Marks died in 1998 at the
age of eighty-seven.ar

While the Cold War continued and the American Legion fulminated, the
Korean War again sought warriors from America's campuses. Oscar T. Doerr,
LLB'25, served on the draft board for more than three decades beginning in
1945, chairing it for over twenty years, reviewing many student claims for de-

ferments. The draft board administrator received a mixed reaction and never
won popularity contests. He was "the target of anonymous telephone calls, the
object of scowls, mothers look on him as a plague, worse than the measles,

and fathers look the other way when he gives them a friendly greeting."a2

A number of Creighton Law School alumni and students served during the
Korean conflict. Richard E. O'Brien, LLB'37, received a commendation from
the Republic of Korea for representing nineteen anticommunist prisoners of
war. O'Brien lived in Japan for eight years as legal adviser to the fapan Pro-
curement Agency. Lieutenant David W. Connoll¡ LLB'51, engaged to Cather-
ine Corbo¡ a student nurse at St. foseph's Hospital, died in action while serv-

ing with the army engineers in northeast Korea.

In 1954 three Creighton law grads, all from the class of 1939, including ]ames
Green, sought public office. According to former Professor Bongardt, "Teaching

that class was not a dull experience. We had a lot of fun mainly because |im
Green was agreatelocutionist." Dean Emeritus TêPoel recalled, "never have I had
a class with as little difference between the top and the bottom." The 1939 law
class also contained future congressman and federal judge Robert V. Denney.

Eugene Daniel O'sullivan, Creighton Law's
First Nebraska Congressman

Eugene D. O'Sullivan, LLB'10, born in 1883 in Kent, Kansas, graduated
from Christian Brothers College in St. joseph in 1903. He prided himself on
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his knowledge of Greek and Latin. His oratory and courtroom presence as a

defense attorney received an homage in the Omøha World-Herald at his death

in 1968 at age eighty-four. The newspaper reported the recollections of a fel-

low attorney: "When the word went out that Mr. O'sullivan was appearing in

a major case, the law professors knew there were going to be vacant seats in

the classroom." The students figured "Why be cooped up in a classroom when

the master of the real thing was in a courtroom downtqwn? I think most of
our law professors agreed with us."a3

O'Sullivan served on Omaha's Metropolitan Utilities District Board. A life-

long Democrat and a delegate to frve Democratic National Conventions, he

ran unsuccessfully for governor in 1934. He defeated three-term Second Dis-

trict incumbent congressman Howard Buffett in the 1948 election, the frrst

Democrat to win a Nebraska house seat since the 1940 election. Witty and

opinionated, at times O'Sullivan allowed his zeal to get in the way of deco-

rum. He allegedly insulted Nebraska Republican senator Kenneth Wherry in
a seventy-seven-line comment struck from the Congressional Record.aa The

O m ah ø Wo rld - H er ald r ep or ted,

Crossed out were lines in which Mr. O'sullivan remarked it was an

"unholy" day when Mr. Wherry spoke at Creighton. A remark that
"you might very well see it (the Brannan plan) in a wild-visioned

monstrosity light, if you have to look at it cross-eyed or cock-eyed"

was also scratched.as

O'sullivan's political opponents were the targets of similar bombastic com-

ments. He called Howard Buffett "the isolationist of all isolationists"' claim-

ing that "Buffett is anti-everything" and "Actuall¡ he is a party in himseh."¿6

O'sullivan served on the House Agriculture Committee, where issues included

contention over whether oleomargarine could be colored yellow like butter.

After O'sullivan lost to Buffett in 1950, he went into private practice with his

son Eugene O'sullivan, Jr., LLB' 47.

Frank A. Barrett, Creighton's First Covernor

FrankA. Barrett, 8,{ 13, LLB'16, born in Omaha on Novembet I0, 1892,

worked his way through the university at the post office. This account is in-
debted to his son, Judge |ames E. Barrett of Cheyenne, Wyoming, senior judge

on the Tenth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, who contributed a biographical

sketch lo Creighton Magøzine in 1999. Frank Barrett served in the U.S. Army

Balloon Corps and married Alice Catherine Donaghue in 1919 in Omaha in
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a ceremony presided over by Msgr. Edward J. Flanagan. He practiced law in
Lusk, Wyoming.

Barrett held several public positions. He was wyoming's Niobrara county
attorney from 1923 to 1932, a member of the wyoming state senate from 1933
to 1935, and served four terms in the u.s. House of Representatives from 1943
to 1950. He won the Wyoming governorship in 1951, resigning in 1953 be-
cause of his election to the u.s. senate. He lost his bid for reelection in 195g.
Barrett has the distinction of being the first wyomingite to serve as represen-
tative, governor, and senator. In addition to his political career, he owned one
of the largest sheep and cattle ranches in eastern wyoming. Recognition con-
tinued after he left the senate when President Eisenhower nominated him to
be general counsel of the Department of Agriculture.

creighton bestowed on Barrett an honorary doctor of laws degree in 195g.
He died of leukemia in 1962 at the age of sixty-nine. At the 1963 ceremony
dedicating abronze plaque honoring Barrett at creighton, attended by about
fifty people, praise came from Senator Roman Hruska, Creighton president

Henry W. Linn, S.]., and Dean Doyle. The Barrett family claims at least flve
Creighton alumni.

Law Wives

As early as 1909 the Brief disclosed the existence of a partners' club, a sup-
port group created by the wives of law students. Its popularity grew in the
postwar years when many of the servicemen returning to law school were al-
ready family men. In 1949 De\ta Theta Phi had an auxiliary organization
called the Law Wives Club. It sponsored a"Hard Times" party and a dinner-
dance. In 1950 it occasionally had a sunday tea and prepared christmas bas-
kets for the poor. rn 1952 Dorothy Moore delivered an illustrated lecture on
"Pinch Penny Hats." In 1952 women law students were allowed to join, and
Regina Strom, served as secretary.

The Law Wives Club provided women with educational and social oppor-
tunities. The 1963 program included meetings with FBI narcotics agent Lee
cox and a hat designer and a schedule of eight dessert-bridge parties. Lois
shkolnick served as a hostess. The year closed with a christmas party for the
children of law school families sponsored by Amelia Doyle and Dorothy
o'Reilly. rn 1964 Maxine Morrison, Nebraska's first lad¡ invited the law wives
to the Governor's Mansion. Perhaps she gave them advice similar to what the
widow of Karl Llewellyn, a leading legal realism theorist at the university of
Chicago, told the wives of first-year law students: "Your husbands are going
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to change: their personalities are going to change in law school. They'll get

more aggressive, more hostile, more precise, more impatient."aT
The law wives patronized Omaha establishments such as the Paxton, the

New Tower Restaurant, and the Ranch Bowl for the LawWives Dinner Dance.

Starting in 1966 the wives held fashion previews at the downtown Brandeis
Theater. Wives of second- and third-year students held newcomer receptions
for wives of first-year students. In November 1967 they sponsored a fund-rais-
ing bake sale. During the 1970s the club raised funds at dances and style shows

for the Epilepsy League of Nebraska and Uta Halee Village for Girls. Wives of
lawyers who stayed in the Omaha area could join the Omaha Lawyers'Wives
Foundation.

The Legal Aid Clinic and the Legal Aid Society

Seeing medical and dental students getting practical clinical experience,
some law schools, such as that at the University of Iowa, offered legal clinics
as early as 1925. An unsigned editorial in the November 14, 1934, Creighton-
ianheld up to derision law schools lacking legal clinics - including Creighton's
own. Bar associations bragged about their high standards, but law was "the
most backward of professions." Medical education used clinics as a laboratory:
why not legal education? The editorialist ended the rhetorical fulminations
with a prophetic statement:

We look forward (alas, it will not be in our day) to the time when all
law schools will follow the example of Duke and several others, and
the law student even if he does go blind briefrng cases, will have some

practical knowledge when he graduates.as

Creighton opened its clinic in the law school basement on November 5, 1951.
Indigent clients received free advice and gave the students practical experience

in legal work. The clinic received support from the Omaha Bar Association,
the Omaha Barristers Club, and Creighton's law school.

The frrst client, a young mother of two children, sought advice concerning
a possible action against her husband, whom she accused of desertion. Dean
Doyle sat in on the case with senior law student Louis K. Freiberg, LLB'52.
The clinic, featured on television in spring 1952, received a quick boost in ap-
plicants for assistance. During the first year, 148 applications were received,

of which the clinic accepted 108, with thirty-two cases going to court, han-
dled by lawyers from the Barristers Club. All seniors were required to take
Legal Aid Clinic, a no-credit course. During 1956 the fifteen senior law stu-
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dents took in about twelve clients a week, and the number of clients contin-
ued to increase. From September 1957 through March 15, 1958, the clinic ac-

cepted 190 cases. During the 1958-59 school term, 250 people filed for assis-

tance. In 1960 forty seniors handled domestic cases, small claims, bankruptc¡
and landlord-tenant disagreements.

The clinic closed in September 1960. Dean Doyle stated, "We concluded
that the clinic was inadequate for a city of Omaha's size." A city of 300,000

needed more than a part-time program could offer. An October 196I an-
nouncement in Greater Creighton Highlighß stated that the Legal Aid Clinic
closed "because of cost, demands on faculty and the growth of the program
beyond the means of the University," a victim of its own success.4e

In 1962 the Omaha Bar Association and the funior League sponsored the
Lawyer Referral Service, which, while attempting to provide some pro bono
services, proved inadequate.so To answer the need for legal advice and repre-

sentation, the Omaha Legal Aid Society was established in 1963. Dean Doyle,

its president, appointed Colleen R. Buckley, LLB'62, its director. The Omaha
Bar Association, Junior League, National Legal Aid, and the Defenders Asso-

ciation funded the Legal Aid Society under the auspices of the AmericanBar
Association and the United Community Services. As with the Legal Aid Clinic,
Creighton law seniors helped staff the Legal Aid Society.

Buckle¡ born in LeMars, Iowa, attended Westmar College and Northern
illinois University, graduating from Briar Cliff College in 1952. She worked
for Catholic Charities and taught school for six years before entering
Creighton law school. When she graduated, her prospectus, published in the
Nebraskø State Bar Iournal, stated that she was "interested in juvenile court
work, corporate practice and general practice."sl

Governor J. James Exon appointed Buckley in 1972 to the Douglas County

Iuvenile Court, where she joined two other women on the bench. |udge Buck-

ley visited the law school in 1986 and lectured on "Juvenile Court, How It
Works and Why It Is Good" as part of philosophy professor Robert Apostol's
Institute on Alienation and Human Values program. She died in 1998 at the

age of sixty-seven.

Creighton resumed its commitment to the legally underserved by establish-

ing the Milton R. Abrahams Legal Clinic, a story more fully told in Chapter 9.

Congressman and Senator Roman Hruska, LLB'29

Roman Lee Hruska's father's Czech family settled in Spillville, Iowa. His fa-

ther moved to David City to teach and be the Butler County School Superin-
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tendent. Roman, born in 1904 in David Cit¡ moved with his family to Omaha
in 1917, where he attended Commerce High School, later renamed Technical
High. He captained the debate team and became friends with Richard Robin-
son, later his law partner. Hruska, an outstanding prelaw student at Omaha
Universit¡ also attended the University of Chicago for two years, before grad-

uating from Creighton with his law degree in 1929.

Hruska married Victoria Kuncl in 1930. Active in Czech fraternal affairs,
he also served as president of the lowa-Nebraska Unitarian Conference and
on the board of the American Unitarian Association for three years. Hruska
was a partner in the law firm of Reed, Ramacciotti, Robinson & Hruska, lo-
cated in the First National Bank Building.In 1945 he and Robinson moved to
the tenth floor of the art deco-style Redick Tower.

In the late 1940s Hruska chaired the Douglas County Chapter of the Na-
tional Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, a popular charity focused on pre-
venting and curing polio. Initially appointed an acting commissioner on the
Douglas County Board in 1944, he won reelection twice and sat on the board
of directors of the National Association of County Offrcials. He moved on to
national politics in 1952, taking the congressional seat previously held by
Howard Buffett. Hruska was a regent of the University of Omaha from 1950

to 1957. He entered the U.S. Senate in 1954 to frll the unexpired term of Hugh
Butler, who had died, a position Hruska held through five different presiden-

tial administrations. On the |udiciary Committee, he presided or jointly
presided over the confirmation of more than three hundred appointments to
the federal bench and all nine members of the Supreme Court. Senate mi-
nority leader Everett M. Dirksen, a Republican from Illinois considered
Hruska his "floor lawyer."

Roman Hruska, like Arthur Mullen the Democratic operative discussed in
Chapter 3, exercised political patronage. Robert Kutak was his administrative
assistant in the Senate. Antonin Scalia as assistant attorney general for the of-
fice of legal counsel had frequent contact with Hruska. For Hruska's eighty-
fifth birthday party in 1989, his former staffers put on a party and Scalia gave

him a watercolor painting of the Supreme Court. The Omahø World-Herald
reported that another guest at the part¡ Kenneth Starr, gave Hruska a com-
memorative flag and a letter from the attorney general.s2 Senate colleague
Strom Thurmond also attended the party.

Hruska frequently used his patronage to fill staff positions with Creighton s

legally trained minds. He appointed Monte M. Täyloa LLB'54, minority coun-
sel of the Senate Judiciary Committee on Improvements in the Judicial Ma-
chinery. ln 1962 Hruska appointed James Bruckner, LLB'58, to the same po-
sition. Hruska appointed his sixty-four-year old brother, Victor Hruska, who
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had attended Creighton College of Arts and Sciences in the latter 1920s and
who had been with Prudential Insurance for thirty-five years, deputy associ-

ate director of the Older Americans Volunteer Program.

Roman Hruska retired in 1976 as the ranking minority leader on the Sen-

ate ludiciary Committee. Hruska's legislative imprint lies in several bills he ei-
ther sponsored or cosponsored, including the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968, the Racketeer Influences and Corrupt Organizations
Act of 1970 (RICO), and the Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1978.

Over the years Hruska maintained a relationship with Creighton. In 1954
he wrote a politically cultivating letter to the Creighton Alumnus:

Herewith my check for three dollars in payment of membership dues.

The magazine surely keeps one up-to-date on the affairs and going
on both as to occasions and persons. Here's hoping that another suc-

cessful and enthusiastic year of activity is before the Association and
all of its members.s3

Hruska received an honorary doctorate degree from Creighton in 1958 and the
Alumni Achievement Citation in 1975. Looking back on Creightons develop-
ment, he said flatteringl¡ "I have been in all corners of the United States and
none of the schools beat the Creighton Ahmanson Center in design, arrange-
ment and the fashion in which things are done." He thought that contempo-
rary students were more mature and better motivated. He returned to
Creighton in |anuary 1979 and spoke to about ûfty students and faculty about
"Changes in the Federal |udiciary." He stated that five thousand bills were in-
troduced in the Ninety-third Congress, and 25 percent of them were referred
to the Judiciary Committee for consideration. He contemplated the possibility
that chief judges should be appointed on "good behavior" rather than for life.

Hruska left a verbal legacy as well. In 1970, in the heated debate sur-
rounding President Nixon's nomination of G. Harold Carswell to the Supreme

Court, Hruska said that Carswell would make "a darned good judge." Re-

sponding to the criticism that Carswell was mediocre, Hruska said, "even if
he were mediocre, there are a lot of mediocre judges and people and lawyers.

Aren't they entitled to a little representation and a little chance?"

His architectural legacy dots Nebraska's landscape. The Roman L. Hruska
U.S. Meat Animal Research Center in Clay Center opened in 1984. The same

year the Nebraska State Bar Association named its new 21,000-square-foot
building the Roman L. Hruska Law Center. In 1998 the Roman L. Hruska In-
stitute for the Administration of Iustice sponsored Judge Robert H. Bork's
presentation "Law and Culture." The $56.5 million Roman L. Hruska Federal

Court House opened in Omaha in 2000. Finall¡ in the town of his youth,
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David Cit¡ the Hruska Library replaced the 1918 Carnegie Library. Senator
Hruska died in 1999, outliving his beloved wife by five years.sa

lnsurance and "Horrible Herb"

The insurance industry continued as a signiflcant employer of Creighton
law school graduates. Insurance became increasingly subject to public regu-
lation. Ralph H. Kastner, LLB'23, was elected chairman of the Insurance Sec-

tion of the American Bar Association in 1953. Bernard R. Stone, LLB'22,born
in Central Cit¡ Nebraska, was a member of the Nebraska House of Repre-
sentatives in 1925-26, Omaha City fire commissioner, and secretary of the
Douglas County Democratic Committee. In 1928 he ran for attorney general
as a Democrat and in 1936 for Douglas County commissioner as a Republi-
can. In 1946 Governor-electVal Peterson appointed Stone director ofthe State

Department of Insurance, where he served until 1951. He was a vice presi-
dent at Mutual of Omaha from 1952 to 1962. He died in 1968 at the age of
seventy. Governor Robert Kerrey appointed Michael l. Dugan, LLB'62, Ne-
braska State Insurance Commissioner; he served from 1983 to 1987.

In 1959 twelve Creighton alumni were among Mutual of Omaha's thirty ex-

ecutives and administrators who received promotions. The lawyers included
Philip E. Horan, LLB'13, Bernard R. Stone, LLB'22, Joseph F. Tvrd¡ LLB'39,
Albert M. Hansen, LLB'42, and Calvin W. Wheeler, LLB'47. National In-
demnity and GEICO, Berkshire Hathaway Companies, also provided em-
ployment for Creighton graduates.

Dr. Herbert S. Denenberg, LLB'54, emerged as the most prominent na-
tionally recognized insurance industry watchdog. Denenberg, born in Omaha
in 1929, attended the University of Omaha and the University of Chicago.
Creighton law professor Eric Pearson warmly profrled "Horrible Herb" in the
1993 issue of the Creighton Lawyer. Denenberg's study skills at Creighton were
unrelenting. A challenging student who graduated first in his class, he was in
awe of Professors William Sternberg and Father Paul Gregg, S.I. His brothers,
Norman and Bernard, graduated from Creighton Law School in 1948 and
1952, respectively.

Herbert Denenberg continued his education at Johns Hopkins University
and went to Harvard on a fellowship, where he earned an LL.M. degree in
1959, and in 1962 he earned a PhD in applied economics at the University of
Pennsylvania's Wharton School of Finance. In 1968 he assumed the Harry I.
Loman Professorship of Property and Liability Insurance at the Wharton
School. As a student and teacher, Denenberg concluded, as did many of his
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colleagues, "You only learn the importance of some courses ten or fifteen years

later." He also realized that "analytical tools must be built over a lifetime."
Pioneer consumer advocate Ralph Nader identified Denenberg as a relent-

less consumer advocate and recommended him to Milton i. Shapp, Pennsyl-
vania's millionaire industrialist governor, who appointed him as state insur-
ance commissioner. The New York Times reported, "Thus, one of the nation's
most outspoken critics of the insurance business became Insurance Commis-
sioner of Pennsylvania." Denenberg used his position to advocate the use of
the newly emerging legal tool, the class action. He served as special counsel
and research director for the President's National Advisory Panel on Insurance
in Riot Affected Areas and as president of the American Risk and Insurance
Association.

He took Blue Cross Blue Shield to task at public hearings. It was joked that
when the chairman of a billion-dollar insurance company missed a putt on
the golf course, he shouted out the expletive, "Denenberg!" As a supporter of
no fault insurance, Denenberg often drew the ire of trial lawyers.

His publications, including The Insurance Trap, Unfair at Any Røte, and
How to Keep Them Honest, which focused on spotting the professional phonies

and insurance abusers, received national publicity. According to Creighton
law professor Eric Pearson, subjects covered included "health, life, auto and
homeowner's insurance; lawyers; pensions; dentists; surgery; polluters; even

nuclear power."

In I974 Denenberg was an unsuccessful candidate for the Democratic nom-
ination for the U.S. Senate. Lacking a political podium, he turned to the press

and television and gained recognition as a tireless and fearless consumer ad-
vocate, ultimately receiving many awards for his responsible muckraking.

The lnvest¡gative Spirit

Meanwhile, at the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Creighton law gradu-
ates continued to make a contribution. Harvey Burstein, LLB'48, spent six
years as a special agent and chief of foreign and domestic investigation for the
State Department. In the early 1950s he became a security consultant. The
Massachusetts Institute of Technology appointed him security officer in 1956.

He published several books on security in the private and public sectors, in-
cluding Security: An Introduction, Hotel Security Management, and Hospital Se-

curity Management. Northeastern University's College of Criminal Justice ap-
pointed him the David B. Schulman Professor of Security. Burstein harbors
fond memories of Dean TePoel, Henry Monsþ, and Milton Abrahams.
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Neil J. Welch, LLB'5 1, a U.S. Navy veteran, graduated from Omaha North
High School and Omaha University. In 1951 the FBI hired five Creighton
grads, including Welch. In 1964, following the death of three civil rights work-
ers, he set up an FBI office in Mississippi. In the early 1970s in Detroit he

headed one of the largest gambling raids in FBI history. In 1977 President

Jimmy Carter considered Welch to replace FBI director Clarence Kelle¡ al-
though the position ultimately went to former federal judge William H. Web-

ster. With former Philadelphia U.S. attorney David W. Marston, who clashed

with President Carter in L977 over his investigation of a congressman, Welch
published Inside Hooyer's FBI ( 1984). The Washington Post described him as

"a tough Nebraskan who rose to become the FBI's'top field agent,'that is, spe-

cial agent in charge of the New York office." In 1980, retiring from the FBI
after twenty-eight years of service, Welch was appointed secretary of the Ken-

tucky Department of Justice in 1980. He "retired" again in 1983 to private
practice in Florida.

Retirees from the FBI continued to maintain camaraderie in the Society of
Former Special Agents in the FBI established in 1937. William P. Garve¡
LLB'41, was elected vice president of the organization in 1958.

Federal Judge Richard E. Robinson

Richard E. Robinson,LLB'27, born into an Irish immigrant famil¡ was

raised by his widowed mother in North Omaha. According to Stephen M.
Bruckner, Robinson "witnessed" the "infamous Omaha race riot" that þched
Will Brown. Judge Robinson "never forgot that tragic incident: his long life was

dedicated to the rule of law and the principles of fundamental fairness."s5 In
1929 he represented the Nebraska Association of Cleaners and Dyers. At a state

convention he warned the trade group that price wars and racketeering had
handicapped the industry in certain parts of the country. He served as City of
Omaha finance commissioner, as a member of the Omaha Airport Commis-
sion, and as chair of the Industrial Committee of the Omaha Chamber of
Commerce. He taught for two years at the Omaha University night law school.

Robinson and Roman Hruska were close friends and law partners. In 1956

President Eisenhower nominated Robinson to a federal judgeship with the ap-
proval of Hruska and Nebraska's other Republican Senator, Carl Curtis. Pre-

siding ludge John W. Delehant, LLB'13, swore in Robinson before a standing-
room-only crowd. In his acceptance remarks, Judge Robinson said, "I will
need your help. When I move into obvious error, I shall expect you to point
it out." A dinner followed, hosted by the law class of 1927.
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In 1961 a perceptive observer noted that a case before ]udge Robinson in-
volved virtually only Creighton law graduates, including the presiding judge,

plaintiff attorney Milton R. Abrahams, and defendant attorney Harry L.

Welch. Edward Tangney, LLB'27, an attorney for the U.S. Corps of Engineers,

happened to be in the federal building and stopped by to observe. A letter to
"Alumnitems" asked, "Who won the law suit? That wasn't reported." In 1965

Robinson had the pleasure of admitting a classmate, Marvin Reifschneider,
LLB'27, to practice in federal court. The next year, Reifschneider defeated fel-
low Creightonian Rudy j. Tesar in the election for clerk of district court. The
Omaha Wofld-Herald reported Robinson's congratulatory statement: "There
is no question about your competency or your character. In fact, had it not
been for your excellent notes in law school I might not be here myself."

In 1981 the Omaha Bar Association honored Judge Robinson for twenty-
five years on the bench. /udge Donald R. Ross recalled Robinsont advice when
Ross went to the Eighth Circuit:

All I had to do was to follow one of two forms. The first read: "The
district judge's opinion is a masterful outline of the law. The persua-

siveness of his reasoning and the confinement of the decision to its
proper scope prompts us to affirm." The second form read: "The ex-

cellent decision by the district court setting out the complex state-

ments of law and the facts in this case cannot be improved upon. Ac-
cordingl¡ it is adopted as the opinion of this court."s6

Federal judges frequently employed clerks drawn from Creighton's recent
graduates. Robinson's clerks included Richard Bruckner and George A. Penry.

Some clerks served the district court for two years and went on to the appellate

court for another tvvo years. His clerks honored him in 1986 by creating a schol-
arship for first-year law students . The Almønac of the Federal Judiciary reported
that Judge Robinson was "courteous to lawyers and litigants" and "astute and
still active at the age of 87 l'sz Judge Robinson retired in I97I and died in 199 1

at the age ofeighty-seven. Eighteen ofhis clerks served as honorarypallbearers.

The 1958 Visitor's lnspection Report

Robert ]. Nordstrom, associate dean and professor of law at Ohio State Uni-
versit¡ prepared the 1958 AALS inspection report. The inspector visited
Creighton on March 17 and18, 1958. The goal was not just to see that Creighton
came "up to the Association's minimum standards" but how it measured up "to
the best in modern legal education." The fesuit "regent system" had ceased to exist.
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Nordstom's report noted the staff consisted of Dean Doyle, six full-time
faculty members who covered over 90 percent of the hours taught, and four
part-time faculty members. No "in-breeding" was discerned, a comment re-

flecting the belief that faculty positions should be filled by outside hires to en-

sure academic integrity and development.ss Creighton's faculty members held
degrees from the University of California, Catholic Universit¡ Creighton,
Duke, Harvard, University of lowa, University of Michigan, University of Ne-
braska, Stanford, and George Washington.

Salaries were belowthose at other regional schools. The inspector suggested

"a much bolder approach to the matter of salaries than that which has been

followed by Dean Doyle." It must have been sweet to Dean Doyle to read that
the inspector thought "that special consideration should be given to the salary

of the Dean," since external reviews could be used to eke out additional inter-
nal university support. Three of the seven faculty members hired between

1948 and 1955 had left after two, three, and four years. "Every effort should
be made to make Creighton a school where they spend their entire teaching

career and not merely the place where they received their early training." Nord-
strom recommended an increased budget, additional secretarial help, and use

of the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) for admission.
The law school ran at nearly a $60,000 deficit "borne by the University as

a part of the cost of operation."se Phones were in short supply as the "exchange

is fìlled to capacity," three or four faculty members having to obtain phone
service out of their own salary.

Faculty meeting minutes disclosed the discussion of "matters of substance,"

including curriculum proposals, additions to facult¡ reviews of applicants'
qualifrcations, topics for the Legal Institute, grades, admissions, and class and

examination schedules. The faculty thoroughly reviewed its curricular offer-
ings in a forty-page report.

The inspector found most disturbing the number of different courses taught

by each faculty member, as many as three "preparations" a semester. Teaching

methods ranged from "almost-lecture method to a very capable question-and-
answer approach." Review of examination blue books revealed that the ques-

tion-and-answer course "reflected a greater attempt to resolve the problem
present, Thus teaching technique and type of answers do appear to correlate."

The inspector prepared a student-body profile. About halfthe students ad-

mitted to law school had earned an undergraduate degree; 8 percent of the 367

applicants during the previous five years had been rejected. Dean Doyle be-
lieved that the school had the capacity for two hundred students though only
slightly over one hundred were enrolled in 1958. There was "no quota system":

"No preference is shown for any religious or racial group in determining ad-
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missions." About half the students were married. The visitor attended several

çl¿ssss-"¿¡ no time did I hear a student state that he was unprepared." The
"Dean does try to discourage students from" working and "thus dissipating
their energies." During the previous five years, over 20 percent of first-year stu-
dents either were dropped or withdrew for scholastic reasons. The largest "ac-

ademic fall-out" occurred in 1956-57 when seventeen of fifty-five students (or
nearly 33 percent of the entering class) did not finish the year. The inspector
noted that "pre-law averages did not predict this difference in law school
grades." LSAI exams were not yet required. The visitor concluded that the tra-
ditional curriculum had a "golden opportunity" to experiment with seminars
for second- and third-year students and to provide extensive use of written
problems. The university provided basic amenities by converting a classroom
into a student lounge with lockers for about 80 percent of the students.

Appended to the report, Exhibit D contained the Creighton University
School of Law's "General Statement of Policy on Academic Rank and Tenure."
Section 12.G indicates a tone of collegiality and respect for students: "Per-
sonality. A member of the faculty should be one whose personality is a guar-
antee of good order in the classroom, and who is approachable by and help-
ful to students, cooperative in maintaining the objectives of the school, and
courteous in his relations with members of the faculty and staff."

Doyle worked quickly to address the issues raised by the report. Within a

year he reported the hiring of additional facult¡ which, including himself,
created a full-time staff of nine. He secured salary increases, additional secre-

tarial assistance, and greater surveillance of students working off campus. To

the traditional requirements for admission to Creighton Law School-the stu-
dent's desire to enter, a review of the academic transcript, and possibly an in-
terview with the dean-was joined the LSAT in 1960.60

The Law Library

The l94i inspection had rated the library as "unusually good." Although the
1958 inspection stated that an up-to-date library is "essential to sound and ef-

fective training" and that "extensive additions of current treatises and texts" were

made to "improve its quality," the visitors noted three major deficiencies: The lack
of a professional librarian, no catalog, and students were not using the library.

From Gillespie's death in I 948 to 197 3, the library suffered from lack of di-
rection. During this 25-year period there were seven library directors, only
two of whom were trained librarians with degrees in library science, and they
served for only six years. Mary Ruth Booth, who succeeded Gillespie as librar-
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ian, had earned her AB at Duchesne College in 1945 and a BS in library science

at the College of St. Catherine in 1946. She was followed by Elizabeth Sirridge

Bowers, who held a 1948 law degree from Washburn College School of Law. The

first woman to serve as a member of the Federal Aviation Agenry's four-mem-
ber hearing panel, Bowers came to Creighton as the law librarian in 1951 and

taught Legal Bibliography. In i953 she went to the Army Corps of Engineers as

assistant district counsel.6l Vincent Paul Quinlan, LLB'50, a Cathedral High grad-

uate, had worked for the government for twelve years, including four in the Army
Air Corps. He became the librarian in 1952, taught Legal Research, and super-

vised the Lawyers Research Service. Charles E. Stenicka, LLB'55, librarian from
i955 to 1958, taught Property and also directed the Lawyers Research Service.

Margaret Gettys Hall, who had earned an A.B. and an LL.B. from the Uni-
versity of Nebraska ín 1923 and 1926, became assistant law librarian in 1956.

She had worked for the Legal Aid Bureau in Chicago in 1926, opened a gen-

eral law practice in Lincoln in 1929, and from 1935 to 1943 had offices in
Riverbank and Modesto, California, where she was elected Riverbank city at-

torney in 1935. A California delegate to the 1940 Democratic convention in
Chicago, she was appointed by the Iustice Department to the Office of Alien
Property Custodian in 1943.

While living in San Francisco, Hall was baptized into the Catholic Church.
"lVhen asked what attracted her to this faith she said the Holy Eucharist." She

enjoyed music and weaving and had extensive musical training in voice and

cello at the American Conservatory of Music in Chicago. She sang in the St.

john's Church Choir on campus and served on the music committee of the

|osþ Art Museum adjacent to campus.

Donald W. johnson earned his library degree in 1954 from the University
of Chicago Graduate Library School. He had prior experience at the Univer-
sity of Portland and University of Kansas. He was appointed Creighton's law
librarian in 1959, in response to the visitor's 1958 critique, and left in 1961.

Alma J. Steyer served as librarian from 1961 ro 1973. She had received a BS in
education from the University of Nebraska in 1942, taught commerce, and

served as a high school principal, as a member of the Papillion School Board,

and as secretary to the Sarpy County Red Cross. It would not be until the ar-

rival of Robert Q. Kelly in 1973 that the library would be placed under pro-
fessional, long-term stewardship.

Another criticism in the 1958 inspection report was that the law library
had no catalog. On July 25, 1958, Dean Doyle wrote letters to twenty-nine
law school librarians requesting advice on how to reorganize, classifu, and
catalog Creighton's forty-two-thousand volume collection.62 The law librar-
ian at the University of Southern California responded "that no scheme yet
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developed is completely adequate for all purposes nor widely accepted
among libraries of the same type." Notre Dame's librarian wrote, "It is un-
fortunate that at the present time there is no standard system of classifica-
tion for law libraries. Every year we keep hoping that such a scheme will be-
come available." To date, "no system of cataloging or classification will be

found to be one hundred percent satisfactory." Washburn University reported
that it was "presently in process of junking" its "old catalog and building an
entirely new one."

Libraries variously followed the cataloging systems of Columbia University,
the Los Angeles County Law Librar¡ Yale, or Chicago, or the Dewey decimal sys-

tem, whose 340 law section was getting unwieldy. The University of Washington
law librarian wrote that the Dewey system was "perfectly satisfactory for a small
collectionj'but proved "unsatisfactory for one which is expected to expand." The
Library of Congress call number system had growing support. The University of
Santa Clara librarian wrote, "I hope you already have an L.C. Catalog because

your work will be much easier to plan and execute." Stanford University's librar-
ian, noting that a conversion project would cost about $20,000, recommended,

If you have a really outstanding law librarian you can rely on her for
advice at this stage. If you do not I advise you to save yourself a great
deal of agony and money by consulting with an expert at once. In
particular I suggest Mr. Roalfe, professor of law and law librarian at
Northwestern University.

William R. Roalfe at Northwestern used Library of Congress printed cards.
"For this purpose many of ours are now prepared in multiple copies locally
by a concern using a process called'Xerography'because, for most purposes,
cards are needed in a number of copies." The librarian at Washington Uni-
versit¡ in the process of converting to the Library of Congress system, added,
"We hope to be able to hold up on classi$'ing until the Library of Congress

completes the 'K' classification for law." Syracuse University College of Law re-
ported its system "by no means satisfactory," but lacked the "necessary per-
sonnel for a thorough revision." The librarian added, "If I were to re-catalog
and re-classifi' this librar¡ I would probably follow the K classification of the
Library of Congress with some modifications."

The 1958 inspection report had also commented on the law student's use

of the library. Although the inspectors found that the library hours had in-
creased to include 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., as well as Saturday and Sunda¡ the li-
brary itself was in disarray. Cataloging had fallen substantially behind. "In
the opinion of the inspector something should be done to get the students to
use the library more often," as it is the "laboratory" of the law student. Li-
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brary use was so casual that the inspector recommended "that the adminis-
tration keep an accurate hourly count of student use" for a "period of three

or four weeks and then consider in a faculty meeting whether this is any guide

as to the demands being placed on the student body by Creighton's system of
legal education."

The 1963 Visitor's lnspection Report

The 1963 report echoed the tenor of the 1958 report-that is-unfulfilled
potential. In March 1963 Professor Norman McDonough of St. Louis Univer-
sity School of Law recharacterized the 1958 "golden opportunity" as "The school

is in a coveted position for giant steps forward." In his estimation, however, "rapid

strides forward ... do not appear imminent." Long-range university plans called

for replacing the law building, but "the time for this is indefinite"; as President

Henry W. Linn, S.J., had confided, "Chances are slim over the next five to ten

years; I wish we had a crystal ball for after that." The library again received crit-
icism. The acquisition rate of 1,200 to 1,500 volumes ayear "is about half what
one would regard as a desirable minimum for a library the size of Creightont."

In 1958, there were six full-time faculty; in 1963, seven. Some faculty still
taught three different courses in one semester, and full-time teachers contin-
ued to teach 90 percent of the courses. There had been no significant change

in curriculum since 1958, although the faculty engaged in a "rather thorough
consideration of curriculum problems." No seminars were offered; there was

some use of written problems. The introduction of the TIAA-CREF retire-
ment plan in 1962 provided for faculty financial security in retirement and re-

lieved future faculty from anxiety.63

The school had begun using the LSAI, the quality of the applicants seemed

to be improving, and the number of degreed applicants constantly rising.
About 6 to 8 percent of applicants continued to be rejected. On the financial
side, the law school still ran a deficit estimated to be $61,000.

Student aid consisted of four full-tuition and one half-tuition scholarship,

all renewable if the awardee's performance remained satisfactory. In addition,
there were two $250 scholarships for juniors and two for seniors. The dean

administered $7,500 in National Defense Loans (NDL) loan funds. The law
school had an $8,000 in-house loan fund with a maximum student loan of
$600. Tuition in 1963 was $800 per year. Although "U.S.A. loans through local
banks are'catching on'with law students," the visitor concluded that "Since

fund-raising is concentrated in the University's development department, the

law school can do nothing on its own to improve the loan-fund situation."
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Elevating the Degree-J.D. Replaces LL.B.

Paul Martin presciently wrote to Father Dowling in 1905,

I am sending you a verbatim copy of two petitions recently circulated
in the Harvard Law School for signature by the students. The peti-
tion for changing the degree from LL.B. to I.D. (or some kindred
form), received four or five times as many votes as the other peti-
tion,-largely, I think, because the students understood that Dean

Ames was in favor of the new form. I am told he has tried before to
have the Corporation make the change, but without effect. It strikes
me that while you are at the very outset of granting legal degrees in
Creighton, it would be well to consider the advisability of encourag-
ing students to first take a baccalaureate degree, bybestowing on stu-
dents holding such degree some title which would recognize their pre-

vious training; sa¡ by giving non-graduates an LL.B. at the end of
their course, and graduates, a doctor's degree.

Dean Martin did not himself move on this idea during his tenure at Creighton
law school.6a

The bachelor of law degree, the LL.B., reflected the fact that for many years

students could enter law school directly from high school, making the law de-

gree their first degree in higher education. Eventually entrance requirements were

raised, and gradually a bachelor's degree became a prerequisite for admission to
law school. This upgrading did not by itself cause the law school to change the
name of the degree. In 1965 the Creighton registrar provided a little law degree

history. The College of William and Mar¡ in Virginia, awarded the first bac-

calaureate degree in law (8.L.) in the United States in 1773. Haward awarded its

first Bachelor of Laws degree in 1820, Yale in 1843, and Columbia in 1860.6s

Change was afoot. As colleges providing postbachelor's degree certificates
transformed into more prestigious universities, the J.D. replaced the LL.B.
The registrar reported in December 1966 that according to a fall 1959 U.S.

Office of Education survey, ninety-two law schools offered a Bachelor of Law,

with thirty-two offering a Bachelor of Laws. Only six schools granted the

]uris Doctor (Doctor of Law). The University of Nebraska College of Law
converted from LL.B. to J.D. in L964. During the next year Creighton, in line
with changing Association of American Law Schools guidelines and the fact
that about 50 percent of the country's law schools were awarding I.D. de-

grees, started to do the same. On May 31, 1965, Creighton awarded its first
f.D. degree. Graduates with an LL.B. could turn in their old degree, pay
twenty-five dollars, and receive a l.D. Prestige rarely came so cheapl¡ and
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within three weeks more than 140 degree holders requested the |uris Doc-
tor. By 1966, sixty-three of the approved schools conferred the J.D. degree.

Creighton conferred twenty-nine LL.B. degrees in 1962-63. From June 8,

1906, to May30, 1966, Creighton conferredl,729 lawdegrees, 1,654 LL.B.'s

and 75I.D.'s.oo
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