
CHAPTER 6

Dean Doyle and the Years of Turmoil-
the Vietnam War and Civil Rights:

1967-1971

Unless you are prepared to commit yourself to its demands totall¡ you
should not be here.

Dean Doyle, 1967

Law students of the 1960s and 1970s live in a vastly different culture than
that ofthe frfties generation. The 1960s generation began to question the
purpose of their lives and the meaning of a materialistic mass culture,
which had defined the "good life" of the fifties generation. There was also

the problem of race. The belief in a color-blind society with equal process

was hard to square with the events unfolding on the streets of Selma,
Montgomer¡ and countless other communities in America during the
I 960s.

Gary Minda, Postmodern Legøl Mottemen* (1995)

We were like Trappist monks, slept in a cofifrn, with death before our eyes.

Some guys really worried. They checked their grades and did not return.
Anonymous, class of 1972

The winds of war blew once more. The American intervention in Vietnam
had none of the patriotic popularity associated with earlier international chal-
lenges. Students resisted and avoided service. The school was buffeted in unan-
ticipated directions by the Vietnam Wat the Civil Rights Movement, and the

students'desire to have a say in their education. Dreams unmet, povert¡ and

the assassination of African American leaders resulted in urban violence within
a few blocks from the Creighton campus. The death of students at Kent State

University symbolized the breakdown of order. A demographic cohort, the baby

boomers, including women, clamored to continue their graduate educations
and placed great pressure on the traditional administration of legal education.
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Faculty Staffing in the Mid 1960s

Faculty hired during the latter part of the 1960s included Donald R. Prinz,
1966-1972; William A. Donaher, 1966-72; a returning Edward Birmingham,
1968-present; Ronald R. Volkmer, 1969-present; and a returning Patrick
Mullin, 1970-89.

Donald R. Prinz, B,{59, born in West Point, Nebraska, earned his LL.B. at

the University of Michigan in 1962. He came to Creighton in 1966 to teach

Criminal Law' State and Local Täxation, Partnerships, and Insurance. He re-

signed in 1972 at the end of Doyle's deanship and took a position at the Uni-
versity of the Pacifrc in Sacramento.r

William A. Donaher earned his A.B. from Catholic University of America
and his LL.B. at Harvard University. He served as assistant attorney general in
Pennsylvania for four years and taught law at St. Vincent College for seven

years. He came to Creighton in 1966, teaching Tiusts and Wills, Legislation,

International Law, Mortgages, and Restitution. According to Donaher, law
school did not make you into a "Perry Mason" or a "memory bug." It required
"you to think and deal with concepts, disciplines of approach, and conditions
within the sphere of law." He felt that a "necessary requisite for higher educa-

tion is to draw from subcultures many ideas and opinions" from a broad ge-

ographical area. Donaher advised the Creighton Løw Review and the moot
court team. He resigned in 1972 at the end of Doyle's deanship to teach at
Duquesne School of Law in Pittsburgh, his hometown. He died in 1991.

Edward j. Birmingham, born in Sioux Cit¡ Iowa, in 1939, earned his B.S.

from the University of Maryland in 1962, his law degree from Catholic Uni-
versity in 1964, and an LL.M. in taxation from Georgetown University in
1967. He worked for the Internal Revenue Service before coming to Creighton
in 1967 as a visiting assistant professor to teach Judicial Remedies, Natural Re-

sources, and Administrative Law. He left Creighton for the University of South
Dakota School of Law and returned to Creighton in 1970. He taught Federal

Income Tax, Estate and Gift Tax, Corporate Taxation, and Sales and Sales Fi-
nancing. He was a consulting attorney to Erickson, Sederstrom, Johnson &
Fortune from 1970 to 1977. Birmingham served as associate dean (1977-85)

during Rodney Shkolnick's deanship. Professor Birmingham remains on the
Creighton faculty today. He is a regular contributor lo Personal lryury: Actions,

Defenses, Damages, published by Matthew Bender.

Ronald R. Volkmer, 8,{66, JD'68, born in 1944in Nebraska Cit¡ one of
seven children, majored in history at Creighton and completed his degree,

magna cum laude. He served as the first editor in chief of the Creighton Løw
Review. He joined the Creighton faculty in 1969 and taught Real Propert¡
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Mortgages, and Trusts. Volkmer earned his LL.M. degree at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 1973. He has been active in the Catholic
League for Religious and Civil Rights, the Urban League, the Catholic Com-
mission on Human Relations, and the Omaha Legal Aid Society; he chaired
the board of the society in 1981. He twice served on a campus committee to
reinforce |esuit identity.2

ln 1975 Volkmer received the William W. Cook Fellowship from the Uni-
versity of Michigan to pursue the S.J.D. degree. Governor Kerrey appointed
him to the Nebraska Accountability and Disclosure Commission in 1984. In
1989 he received the Nebraska State Bar Association George H. Turner Award.
Volkmer introduced a course in Alternative Dispute Resolution in 1989. He
was a consulting attorney at the Omaha firm of McGill, Gotsdiner, Workman
& Lepp. Professor Volkmer has maintained his interest in history as witnessed
by his essays about Professor William Sternberg and Michael O'Reilly. He pub-
lishesregularlyinthe areaof trusts, probate, andfutureinterests, andhehas
been a continuing contributing editor and columnist on recent fiduciary de-
cisions for the bimonthly Estate Planning.

Theodore J. Clements, a former Omaha assistant city attorney and director
of the Legal Aid Societ¡ arrived at Creighton in 1970 and taught the Poverty
Law Seminar. He was serving as president of the Creighton Faculty Senate in
1978 when Gonzaga University Law School in Spokane named him dean.

The role of faculty in the shared governance of American institutions of higher
education was expanding in the 1960s. In 1967 Creighton University president,
the Reverend HenryW. Linn, S.f., established a faculty council, appointing pro-
fessor ]ohn North chair of the constitution committee. Every fifteen frilÌ-time fac-

ulty members had one representative on the council. Parallel to faculty involve-
ment, students also sought direct involvement in the design of their education.3

The Vietnam War and the Draft

Creighton students voluntarily stepped forward to don uniforms in World
Wars I and II, less so in the Korean War, and hardly at all in the Vietnam War,
which lacked a popular sense of righteousness, of being a just war or a defense

against aggression directed at the United States. Rather than being swept up
in patriotic fervor as were previous generations, students attempted to stay in
graduate school, obtain deferments, and avoid the draft. Students losing their
deferments faced induction, an escape to Canada or went to prison.a

Oscar T. Doerr, LLB'25, a long time Selective Service Board official, said,
"We often find that the parents are more perturbed but the kids are taking it
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calmly''He thought that the draft boards induced "more boys to enlist than
they induct."s Professor Michael O'Reill¡ reflecting from retirement, recalled

teaching during the Vietnam War, calling it "more challenging because you

had to handle things differently. It was important that the classroom remain

an orderly process so all could get the benefits." iohn Decker, the editor of the

law student newspaper Docket, and future DePaul University law professor, on

fanuary 15, 1968, attacked the policies of Lewis B. Hershe¡ head of the Se-

lective Service Board, in "Dissent: It's Need."

In 1967 Dean Doyle was sympathetic to students obtaining deferments

and "prepar[ing] intelligently for the completion of their professional edu-

cation." In his January 1968 "Message from the Dean," he discussed the im-
plications of the Military Service Act of 1967 as presented by the American
Council on Education: "it would appear that enrollment in the first two years

of graduate and professional schools next fall will be limited to women, vet-

erans, men physically disqualified and those over the age of 25."6 In 1968,

with law school registration at 240, only six less than the previous year,

Doyle hoped that "the change in draft regulations would not have as serious

an impact on law schools as some had predicted" and that "an early im-
provement in the world situation may result in a change of policy with re-

spect to the deferment of graduate students."T Professor Arthur G. Umscheid,

dean of the Graduate School, attributed a drop in graduate enrollment from
453 in 1967 to 394 in 1968 to the draft.s The Creightonian noted in Novem-
ber 1968, "Only four students in the School of Law have been caught in the

draft this year."

In January 1969 the Docket continued its antiwar stance, echoing the mu-
sical Hair: "The Draft is white people sending black people to make war on
yellow people to defend the land they stole from red people." Another article
revealed a drafL exemption from a surprising source, Deuteronomy 24:5:

ALL NEWLYWEDS EXEMPT FROM DRAFT FOR ONE YEAR. AN

old pre-common law mandate has been turned up by Docket re-

searchers which might give draft-available C.U. law students sudden

incentive to find that permanent mate: "\,Vhen a man is newly wed he

need not go out on a military expedition, nor shall any public duty
be imposed on him. He shall be exempt for one year for the sake of
his famil¡ to bring joy to the wife he has married."e

U.S. Supreme Court justice William O. Douglas, appointed by President

Franklin Roosevelt in 1939, attended a 1969 conference at Creighton on "The

Need for and Limits of Student Power in Contemporary Society''While French

and German students were challenging their respective governments and
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American students were raising their voices against the Vietnam War, Dou-
glas delivered his presentation, 'Ípoitrtr of Rebellion," to five hundred attentive
students, faculty members, and outside observers.

The faculty provided a scholarly sounding board for the war debate. On
November 13, 1969, political science professor Kenneth Wise and Manfred
Pieck presented a program "Legal Aspects of the War in Vietnam." One local
TV station estimated the audience at over two hundred. Creighton students

John Decker, Alan Golkin, Thomas Lorigan, Colin MacCulloch, Robert Pratt
(a future federal judge), andBuzzWells organized the program.

American campuses were in turmoil. The shooting of students at Kent State
onMay 4, 1970, highlighted the polarization between military authorit¡ stu-
dents, and the administration. The 1970 Blue Jøy reported that four students
walked out of the midterm commencement exercises as the Reserve Officer
Training Corps (ROTC) cadets marched in to be commissioned into the U.S.
Army. Creighton students wore black armbands, marched on the capitol in
November 1970, and called for a moratorium on drafting civilians and send-
ing more troops to Southeast Asia.

The university provided a limited open forum for discussion and dissent.
Radical antiwar activist Jerry Rubin was not allowed to speak at Creighton in
197 2.10 However, that year, ]ohn Kerr¡ the 2004 Democratic presidential can-
didate, appeared at Creighton as the national chair of Vietnam Veterans
Against the War. He delivered a talk on "The New Soldier" to a capacity crowd.
He said, "It's difficult to put a finger on what's happening in our country but
it's evident that the American Dream is crumbling. There are things in Amer-
ica we don't understand and we are blinding ourselves to them."

Creighton students William Artus and Robert Taren attended the 1973 an-
nual meeting of the American Bar Association, Law Student Division. They sup-
ported proposed legislation granting general and unconditional amnesty to as

many as a hundred thousand Americans who, resisting the war, had gone into
exile. The trial of Lieutenant William Calley for human rights atrocities at My
Lai in Vietnam drew the attention of the Docket. Law student Robert Clements
wanted to establish a draft counseling center for conscientious objectors.

Social consciousness took tangible form in the 1970 establishment of the
Omaha Pre-Tiial Release Program, which had originated in a class assignment
prepared by Bruce Mason. A similar program had been implemented in 1964
in Des Moines. Adopted by the Omaha Bar Association, the program allowed
law students to interview prisoners in detention to determine if they could be
released on their own recognizance. Mason, a law senior, was appointed ex-
ecutive director of the new program. In fuly 1974 the Douglas County Board
agreed to fund the release program with tax dollars. Mason also advocated
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state legislation in favor of open housing and supported the legislative initia-
tive of Nebraska state senator Edward Danner.11 Mason returned to Creighton

ín 1972 to teach a trial practice course, Defense of Criminal Cases.

War, dissent, sit-ins, strikes, moratoriums, and turmoil tapered off at

Creighton by 1973. The Blue lay captioned the change of tone "Controversy

fades as students go slower," suggesting that "books and beer" were replacing

"demonstrations and drugs." Students turned their attention to less political cam-

pus issues. In 1970, Creightont administration resisted the Dormitory Coun-

cil's request for open coed dorms. ln 1971,, after deliberating eleven months, the

administration abandoned the ninety-year tradition of mandatory retreats. After

several years of discussion, the Reverend ]oseph Labaj, S.j., issued new regula-

tions approving the consumption of alcoholic beverages in the dormitories.

Nebraska State Senator Ernie Chambers

The Docket interviewed African American state senator-elect Ernest "Ernie"

W. Chambers. They prefaced the interview with the caveat that "Pursuant to

our stated policy of adversary journalism, the editors sought an interview with
a local highly controversial figure." Ernest Chambers earned a bachelors de-

gree in history at Creighton University in 1959 and entered its law school in
1961. Although he was on the dean's list, he was reprimanded for missing

classes and "eventually a hold was placed on Chambers'registration, effectively

barring him from further studies." He claimed he could not finish his law de-

gree because "they refused to allow me to register." He claimed that the ad-

ministration applied the attendance polic¡ which permitted a limited num-
ber of absences, selectively and discriminatorily. Chambers alleged that other

white law students who had exceeded the number of allowed cuts, were "now
practicing lawyers in the community." Chambers ceased to be a student in
1963. Chambers accused Creighton of supporting racism and oppression.12

The Chambers interview drew a sympathetic response from Dean Doyle in
a subsequent Docket interview. Doyle, asked to comment on the I97I Docket

interview with Ernie Chambers, responded with an olive branch: "If Mr.
Chambers desires to submit an application in order to complete the degree re-

quirements for this law school, he will receive every consideration without any

element of discrimination entering into the situation. Until such time as he

applies, it would be inappropriate to discuss his studies while he was here, or
his reasons for leaving. His admission is definitely possible."r3

Chambers was elected to the Nebraska legislature in L970 where he was a

brilliant, fearless advocate for his communit¡ vehemently opposed the death
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penalty, and determined to hold local and state agencies to strict accounta-
bility. His biographer gave some credit to Creighton law school when she

wrote, "Chambers' two years in law school had already paid off" and "It is

probable that the two years which Chambers spent in law school have helped
him formulate his views on government which were relatively conservative
compared to other Nationalists of that time."

Chambers returned to Creighton Law School in fall 1973 and indicted the
law school's perceived racist and pedagogical shortcomings in the October
1973 Docket.ra He graduated in 1978 and periodically challenged the validity
of the integrated bar and bar examination. Chambers continues to be reelected

to the state legislature by his North Omaha African American constituency.ls

The Law Student Voice, the Docket,
and Governance

The law student newspaper Docket, in the fall of 1967, carried 'A Message

From the Deani' wherein Dean Doyle informed the students of the program's
largest first-year class in history and warned ominousl¡ "lJnless you are pre-
pared to commit yourself to its demands totall¡ you should not be here."

The newspaper was a volunteer, no credit, ungraded, underfunded en-
deavor, sporadic in appearance and poorþ proofread. The editors complained
frequently that the Student Bar Association received insufñcient student par-

Figure 55: Docketsla'Íl in 1968. Bruce Mason, Chuck Hannan, Duane Katz, Jim
Kaus, Roy McCeady, Chuck Kluver, and Howard Olsen.
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Figure 56: Student Bar Association in 1969. Larry Forman, Jerry Merwald, Bill
Schroeder, John Fink, Michael Shanahan, D. L. Carroll, Jerry Ortman, John
Muller, and John Weiler.

ticipation in the form of contributors or typists. The Docket, started as a srn-

gle mimeographed sheet, graduated to a fourteen page format printed in off-
set at South High School.te

The editors between 1967 and 197 7 were Howard Olsen, Bruce Mason, fohn
Decker, Thomas Brown, C. Joseph Coleman, and James Moser.l7 The editors

saw "the law school as an effective means of reform and progress" and the Doclcet

as an agent in that process. As the voice of the student body in the age of student
radicalism, the Docket carried bombastic and rhetorical articles on the Vietnam
War, the draft, civil rights, the assassination of Robert Kennedy, racism, urban
riots and crime, Richard Nixon, Hubert Humphrey, George Wallace, Democ-
rats and Republicans, law and order, gun control, open housing, poverty, mal-
nutrition, censorship, police brutality, feminism, male chauvinism, and busing.

Across America and Europe college students in the late 1960s challenged

the status quo. The voting age dropped, cars increased mobilit¡ hippies and
flower children offered a new lifestyle, and the birth control pill gave women
chemical control over procreation. Students wanted to participate in the de-

sign of their education. Student-faculty committees, discussed at the 1967

National Student Bar Association convention, became common. Thomas
Brown interviewed Professor Pieck, who said that a student-faculty commit-
tee could be a "very useful tool." Professor O'Reilly had no objection to stu-

dent participation on faculty committees. Dean Doyle stated, "We welcomed



6 ' DEAN DOYLE AND THE YEARS OF TURMOIL 267

lll ÐT

:!

rf i
rìi
t $#

Figure 57: DeltaTheta Phi Legal Fraternity in 1969. Dana Bigelow, John Larson,
Norman Corbin, Sanford Postar, Sam Cooper, Dean, Jerry Merwald, Cary Vitt,
Ronald Brackle, Larry Taylor, john DaCorsi, J. Edison Woods, Robert Oswald,
Treasurer, Larry Forman, Paul Madgett, and Chris Arps.

it. It's a desirable move in the right direction. It's always been possible to
communicate any idea proposed, but the committee has the advantage of
bringing the students and the faculty together in an informal atmosphere, on
a regular basis." Doyle circulated a questionnaire to students, and a student-
faculty committee formed in 1968-69. Some results of this student-faculty
cooperation included earlier publication of exam schedules and the next se-

mester's schedule, new vending machines, and providing "study days" before
examinations. Students complained about the facilities, especially the library.
So did the faculty.

The Student Bar Association formed a student assistance committee for
dean selection. Docket editor C. Joseph Coleman said, "The opinions we sub-
mit to the Search Committee will not be in the form of an ultimatum, but as

an aid." SBA president Thomas Brown asserted, "The law school has been neg-
lected too long. All you have to do is stand outside the law school and look to
the northwest to see that someone thinks doctors are a lot more important.
We think the law school is pretty darn important or we wouldn't be here."rs

Student participation had its limits. Students made no headway modif ing
the mandatory attendance policy or eliminating proceedings for "exclusion of
overcut students." Student requests for the definition of full-time facult¡
reevaluating the grading system, and participating in the selection of the new
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EAT ÅT BEAI'S

Oualily Food al lhe Right Pilce
Open 7 o.m. to I I p.m. Doily

Soturdoy, T o.m.-7 p.m. Closed Sundoys

Smcrll Dinnêr Stecrk
Home-Mc¡de Chili .
Hcrmburger . . .
Steqk Scndwich .
Frqnk Sc¡ndwich - .
Mcrlts.....
Shqkes....o
FrenchFries. . .
Friday, Saturday and Nightly

PLAY SHUFFLEBOARD OR PINBALLS

llave a Good Time

BEAL'S
24TH ond CALIFORNIA

aa

t-a

49c
40c
23c
45c
35c
29c
25c
20c

Figure 58: Eat at Beal's, 1969. Students ate at Beal's for almost five decades.

dean went unanswered, as they were considered at the heart of what the fac-

ulty considered its sole prerogative.

Creighton Law Review, 1967

Law reviews are published by students, funded by the universit¡ and

guided by the faculty. They give students a chance to research, write, and pub-

lish on contemporarylegal problems, besides providing a platform for faculty
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and other scholars to enter into print. The publication enhances the prestige

of the individual and the school.

The American law review properly has been called the most remarkable
institution of the law school world. To a lawyer its articles and com-
ments may be indispensable professional tools. To a judge ... the re-
view may be both a severe critic and a helpful guide. But perhaps most
important, the review affords invaluable training to the students.re

ShortJived, student-edited law reviews were published at Albany and Columbia
in the I 870s. The Harvørd Latu Reyiew commenced publication in 1 887. The Ne-
brøska Law Bulletin started in 1922 and became the Nebraska Law Review in 194I.

Doyle served as student editor in chief of the Nebraska Law Bulletin in 1932-

33, publishing a recent case and a note. As a professot his "Water Rights in Ne-
braska" was the lead article in the first issue of the Nebraska Løw Review. It closed

with the statement, "to be continued." The second part of "Water Rights" did not
appear until 1950, prefaced with the statement, 'A number of years ago I un-
dertook a survey of the principles governing the use of water of natural streams

in Nebraska." Nine years passed and the "present installment, delayed by events

of recent years, completes the review of Nebraska's dual system of water law." In
March 1958, the Creightonian reported that beginning in the fall the law school
would publish an annual selection of case notes and comments in the "Intra-
mural Law Review." According to A. Lee Bloomingdale, the supervisor, students

would get one hour of credit on a satisfactory or unsatisfactory basis.

In the mid-1960s Creighton remained one of the few law schools without
a law review, probably due to financial constraints, a potential weakness noted
by the 1963 accreditation visitor. The Creighton Law Reyiew finally got under
way in 1967 with Ronald Volkmer as inaugural editor.zo William A. Donaher,
the law review's faculty moderator, stated, "We will publish twice the frrst year,

but in a few years we hope to be able to publish four times ayear, making the
Review a quarterly." The law review initially had space in the law building and
then occupied a house trailer next to it. During the first year, the editors vol-
unteered; in the second year, members of the staff received academic credit.

The first issue appeared in April 1968 with U.S. Supreme Court Chief Ius-
tice Earl Warren writing the "Introduction." (The personable and popular chief
justice often promoted the country's law schools-for example by attending
the opening of new law school buildings, such as that at the University of Val-
paraiso in Indiana.) Warren observed that the community's sense of justice
and order, unanticipated circumstances, pressing issues, and changing condi-
tions, all the grist of scholars, provide guidance for the advocate and judge. A
"strong law review," a "virile law review," is a vehicle for new ideas.
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Figure 59: Creighton Law Review staff in 1968. Jon Arntson, John Cogley, James
Slavik, Robert Timms, and Ronald Volkmer, Editor.

Volume Two editor Thomas E. Whitmore, 85'67, JD'69, remembered being
scolded by Doyle for exceeding the budget. Adding a Nebraska and an Eighth
Circuit issue increased the frequency of the law review to five issues per year.

Donaher resigned as faculty moderator in 1972. Ronald Volkmer became the
faculty adviser in 1970.

The Creighton Law Review provides an index of the changing presence of
women in law school, a subject treated at greater length in subsequent chap-

ters. Maureen McGrath, JD'71, joined the law review in 1969-70, writing a

comment, "Miranda'Custody'and the Täx Investigation." She was the editor
in chief of Volume Four in 1970-71, with Dierdre C. Power a contributing
member. McGrath recruited two articles from her former employer, the In-
ternal Revenue Service. In 2002 she recalled that one prospective law review

contributor stated, "I will not serve under a woman Editor."zt Volume Six in
1973 included Janet E. Arnold, Virginia F. Crisman, and Sarah |. Penn as first-
year members. The editorial staff of Volume Seven included Arnold, Crisman,
Penn, and Patricia A. Zeig. ]oyce A. Dixon and Michael Johanns were among

the eight contributing members. Dixon editedVolume Eight in I974-75. IJer
six-member board of editors included Virginia Crisman as lead articles editor
and Dianne M. Loennig as research editor.

Membership of the law review carried some prestige. Traditionall¡ top stu-

dents in the first-year class are invited to be on the board as "grade-ons." Other
interested students are invited to competitively "write on."22 Editors may re-
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ceive tuition remission, academic credit, and other perquisites. Working on
the review enhances the résumé for future judicial clerking and employment,
but it involves many hours of research, writing, rewriting, proofreading, ver-
ifying footnote citations, of the student's own article, as well as dealing with
submissions from scholars at other law schools. This arduous process may
have deterred potential contributors. Getting writers took persuasion. In 1973

the board of editors suggested that the review serve in lieu of mandatory fresh-
man moot court. The board sought twenty students to prepare case notes. In
1975 the board instituted a freshman writing program, apparently the only
one at that time in the nation. Staff attended the National Conference of Law

Reviews.

On February 28, 2002, the Creighton Law Reyiew held its first reunion.
leanaL. Goosman, JD'02, reported, "The inaugural Law Review Reunion was

a pleasant success. Rarely do students have a similar opportunity to socialize
with alumni and share common experiences with so many who have been
there and done it."23

Strategic Planning, Self-Evaluation, Reevaluation,
and Building, 1966-69

Long-range planning, goal setting, and self-evaluation have become com-
mon practice in higher education, often anticipating outside accreditation in-
spection. The first draft of the "blueprint" for the Ahmanson Law Center
emerged in the fall of 1966. The eight-page, single-spaced, typed "History and
Current Position of the School of Law" frankly assessed Creighton's past, pres-

ent, and future. Creighton's enrollment had hit 220 in 1949, dropped to 8t in
1955, and stood at 119 in 1963. In 1964 enrollment jumped 40 percent, and
in 1.966 reached an all-time high of 225. For pedagogical purposes, and to fully
employ the physical capacity of the building, the freshman class was divided
into two sections. The self-assessment writer believed that Creighton had a po-
tential enrollment of 230 to 240 in 1967-68. The actual 1967 enrollment, 248,
exceeded the projection. According to the report, 85 percent of the applicants
held bachelor's degrees. The report anticipated a first-year dropout rate of 30

to 40 percent, about 25 to 30 percent based on poor academic performance.
The blueprint proposed a"legal education center" that would transform

"an educational program limited to minimal basic fundamentals taught by a
small but competent, dedicated, and underpaid faculty" to a more competi-
tive program where research would take higher priority. "This means provi-
sion of time for research, with the possibility of sabbaticals or occasional
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leaves." As student numbers increased, a summer session would have to be

considered.
The current building was obsolete and the library collection encroached on

student and faculty research space. "If Creighton is to continue to operate a

law school, a new building is a near term necessity." Creighton's salaries, li-
brary collection, and facilities were near the bottom compared to other Amer-
ican Bar Association-approved schools. The solution-a new building to serve

300 to 350 students, with space for twelve faculty offices, alibrary that could
hold a hundred students, ofÊces for student organizations and the law review,

student and faculty lounges, and six classrooms to accommodate large classes,

seminars, and the moot court-would cost between $1 million and $1.25 mil-
lion. The proposed budget included a lead gift of $500,000, National Educa-

tional Facilities Grants or loans, and fund-raising to establish an endowment.

in 1969 the Association of American Law Schools set new standards for law

school libraries. Doyle wrote to the Reverend Clement J. Schneider, S.J., vice
president for academic affairs, on January 6, 1969, suggesting plans for a library
of 60,000 volumes and an annual budget of $40,000, a target to be met by 1975.

The library currently had 50,400 volumes and an annual budget of $17,500.

Given the new building plans, the library would be able to seat at least 65 per-

cent ofthe student body at generous tables or desks. The current reading room
held only thirty or thirty-flve students, while 65 percent of the student body
equaled 156 students. "I bring this information to your attentioni'wrote Doyle,
"because every effort should be made to bring our library up to these minimums
before another visitation of examiners from the accrediting associations. Our last

inspection occurred five years ago." The shortage of space resulted in library
books stacked inaccessibly in faculty ofÊces and, even worse, books in boxes. Ac-

quisitions were limited for lack of shelving space; donations were turned away.2a

The dean as chief administrator heard from visiting inspectors, faculty, and

students; they spoke with one voice on the need for a new building. The uni-
versity administration, though not deaf, delayed. On ]anuary 10, 1969, pres-

ident HenryW Linn, S.f., wrote Doyle,

I think it might be well to have you and your faculty proceed with
plans for a new law facility. I am sure you know that there is no start-
ing date for this facility determined upon as of now but, with a new

campaign coming up, it seems to me that we should be ready to
throw plans for a law facility into the hopper.2s

By May 1969 the law school faculty had "defined the future objectives of legal

education at Creighton and presented them to the Board of Directors." Doyle

stated, "It was now up to the Board to decide if these estimates are accuratel'26
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In an August 1969 interview, Doyle declared, "We're bulging at the seams."

Reappraising lawyers and the law school curriculum, he stated, "The lawyer
today plays a much greater role in planning and creative action than in the ju-
dicial resolution of disputes." Doyle felt that "the modern legal curriculum
must adapt to the new planning and creative roles and offer instruction in
areas formerly unknown or little emphasized." The law school of the 1970s

should offer seminars on the legal problems of urban centers, on international
relations, on human relations, and on the problems of the poor. The 1921

building was a restraining hindrance to increased enrollment.
In March 1970 Dean Doyle announced the prospect of a three million dol-

lar law center to be built east of 24th Street and within walking distance of
downtown "but the exact location cannot yet be announced" said a Creighton
University spokesperson.zz The exact location would involve lengthy discus-
sion, a subject for the next chapter.

A subsequent university press release credited a by-then retired Dean Doyle
as the "principal planner of Creighton's three million dollar law center." A
"Metropolitan Law Center" had become an integral part of the Centennial
Thrust, the celebration of Creighton University's one hundred years of exis-

tence. Philip Klutznick, a 1929 law graduate, and a subject treated in greater
detail in the next chapter, spurred the project by pledging $250,000. In 1970
P$ a Creighton publicity publication, reported, "Plans for a new law building
are progressing to meet a graye need for a new facility." In October 1970 de-
velopment foundation president the Reverend Carl M. Reinert, S.J., stated,
"The exact date the law center can be a reality depends on our funding." Dean
Doyle assumed the new law building would be on campus between 21st and
22nd Streets.2e The Centennial Thrust raised $850,000 from individual attor-
neys, corporations, and foundations. However, Doyle's hope that frnal build-
ing plans would be completedin 1970-71went unrealized; the dedication of
the $4.7 million Ahmanson Law Center occurred in September 1975.

Civil Rights and Elizabeth Davis Pittman,
Nebraska's First African American Judge

From the attendance at Creighton law school of Alabaman Noah Ware at

the end of the first decade to the mid-twentieth century, there were scarcely
any African American students in the law school, certainly none graduated.

The story of Elizabeth Davis Pittman, BS'47, LLB'48, is indeed a story of
multiple firsts. It is a story of human accomplishment in America that bridges
the earning of a law degree under Deans TePoel and Gregg, the achievement
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of a solid legal reputation during Doyle's tenure, and the attainment of the
peak of public recognition as a jurist during the deanships of Frankino and

Shkolnick.
Elizabeth Davis was born in Council Bluffs.2e Her father, Charles F. Davis,

an attorney, founded and headed Nebraska's only African American bank,
Carver Savings and Loan Association. In L942 she married Dr. A. B. Pittman,
Nebraska's only licensed African American veterinarian. She began her higher
education at the University of Nebraska in Lincoln where she worked at the

Legislative Reference Bureau. She took 1946 off from law school to have a

child. She was the first African American to graduate from Creighton law
school.3o After graduation, she went into partnership with her father, with an

office at 24th and Lake in Omaha, and she joined the Omaha Women Lawyers

Guild. In 1948 she became the first African American to serve on the Omaha

Board of Education.
Appointed deputy Douglas County attorney in 1964, she worked with seven

white male deputies under County Attorney Donald L. Knowles. Interviewed
in 1964, she observed the humor of her situation: "For instance, a judge once

mistóok her for a client rather than a representative of the client in court." In
1969 she was elected president of the National Federation of Settlements and

Neighborhood Centers.

Pittman received many honors, including recognition in 1948 from the

Omaha Urban League for promoting interracial cooperation. A YWCA mem-
ber from the age of twelve, in 1962 she was named the YWCA Volunteer of
the Year. She received the B'nai B'rith Women's Citizenship Award in 1964. In
1,972 she received the Omaha Business and Professional Women's Club
Woman of the Year award and a similar award from Hadassah.3l

ln lg7I "Governor |. ]ames Exon challenged the unwritten practice that
women did not belong on the judicial benches of the State of Nebraska" by
appointing Pittman to the Omaha Municipal Court bench, making her the

first woman judge and the first African American judge in Omaha.32 She

served as a municipal court judge until 1985, when the law transformed mu-
nicipal court to a county court, and its judges to county court judges.33

Retiring from the bench in 1986, Pittman went into practice with her for-
mer colleague, Douglas County attorney Donald Knowles and deputy county
attorney Donald Kleine. She died in 1998 and her memory is preserved by the

annual Elizabeth Pittman Award, which will be discussed at greater length in
Chapter 9.

Dean Doyle commenced his administration addressing racial justice to the

Knights of Columbus in 1949. The years between 1949 and 1970 saw third
world decolonization, the emergence of independent Africa, the assassination
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of Malcolm X in 1965, the assassination of Martin Luther King in 1968, and
Omaha's summer of 1968 "racial disturbances." The civil rights movement
brought these issues to Creighton's campus.

In 1964law junior Edward F. Fogart¡ BAÌ62, JD'65, and arts senior Tþr-
rence Ferguson were on the ten-member planning committee of the "Bi-racial"
Society for Social Iustice. In late 1964 and early 1965 the Creightonian ran sto-
ries and letters to the editor about banning negative stereotypes as "Black
Sambo." Law junior Ernest Chambers circulated a petition against perpetuat-
ing negative stereotypes. In 1968 a university-wide racial discrimination com-
mittee formed whose members included Dr. Claude Organ of the medical
school, law junior Vincent Sutera, and arts senior Therial Bynum, a member
of the Black Coalition.¡¿

Dean Doyle's Late-Term Appointments

Irving E. Fasan, J. Patrick Green, and Richard Shugrue were hired by Dean
Doyle in 1971, but they started teaching under Dean Frankino. Irving Fasan,

born in 1927 in Chicago, earned a bachelor's degree at the University of
Chicago, a master of arts at Notre Dame, and a law degree from the Univer-
sity of Chicago in 1957. He taught at DePaul University College of Law from
1966 to 1969, leaving to earn his LL.M. at Northwestern University in I97I
with a specialty in estate planning. At Creighton he taught Trusts and Wills
and Professional Responsibility. His concerns about the legal profession,
ethics, and pedagogy appear in "Character and the Legal Profession" (1988)

and "If Wishes Were Horses: Reflections Without Footnotes on Legal Educa-
tion." He retired in 1990.

J. Patrick Green, 8463, ID'65, born in Omaha in I94I, the son of ]ames
Green, LLB'39, completed his law degree first in his class. He practiced in
Omaha and from 1966 to 1968 was an attorney with the Federal Power
Commission. He joined the law faculty in 197I. He served as a judge on
the Nebraska Court of Industrial Relations from 1974 to 1979. This court
adjudicated the wage claims and terms of employment of unionized work-
ers in the public service sector, such as teachers, who were proscribed from
striking.3s His spiritual interests have resulted in presentations at Trinity
Cathedral, Beth El Synagogue, Saint Martin of Tours Church, and Saint
Barnabas Church in Omaha, and the Creighton Center for Health Policy
and Ethics. He earned a master's of sacred theology degree at Nashotah
House in 2000.
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"Doc" Shugrue-Political Pundit

Richard E. Shugrue, born in L937 in Chicago, moved to Nebraska in 1950.

He earned a bachelor's degree in psychology in 1959 and a law degree at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska in 1962. He worked on Frank Morrison's senatorial and gu-

bernatorial campaigns. In 1961, he collaborated with Morrison to write "Stream-

lining the Executive in Nebraska," which appeared inthe Nebraska Løw Review.

His career prospectus in the Nebraska State Bar Journal announced, "Upon grad-

uation will attend graduate school in law towards a teaching careerl'He earned

his doctorate in political science at the University of Nebraska in 1968.

Shugrue came to Creighton in 1966 to teach in the Political Science De-
partment, bringing with him experience reporting for the Lincoln Journal and
United Press International. He soon chaired the department and during the

late 1960s directed the summer Upward Bound program, a civil rights era pro-
gram designed to assist minority students academically. In 1968 Shugrue

served as the faculty moderator of the Young Democrats and received the frrst

Robert F. Kennedy Student Award for Teaching Excellence. In November 1969

he talked to students about "The Urban Problems and Racism." He claimed
that racism existed because it was tolerated and that a solution was to change

educational opportunity. In February 1970 he stated, "One of the priorities is
in solving the race problems. It would be nice for the institution to recognize

itself as a'laboratory of innovation;' and it would be fair to say that there's a

consensus on acceptance of this idea already" in the university. He joined the
law faculty in 1971, teaching Constitutional Law and Criminal Procedure.

The Creightoniøn so:ughÍ. out Professor Shugrue as a lightning rod for contro-
versial topics. In February 1973he addressed the proposed Equal Rights Amend-
ment. The following week, first-year law student Joyce Dixons letter to the edi-

tor strongly supported the amendment. When the Supreme Court decided the

abortion issue in Roe v. Wøde in 1973, the Creightonian went to "Doc" Shugrue

for understanding how a jurist could reconcile being personally against abortion
yet see choice as a protected individual right. The issue would occasion campus

programs such as "Developing a Consistent Ethic of Life" in 1984, involving Pro-

fessors Joseph Allegretti and Charles Dougherty. Shugrue explored the question
"How Did Abortion Become a Constitutional Issue?" in a 1987 lecture.

In 1986 Shugrue was appointed to the Governor's Task Force on Christian
Schools, which confronted the inflammatory issue of independent, nonac-
credited Christian schools. The following year he chaired the Nebraska State

Bar Association's House of Delegates.

"Doc" appeared regularly on radio and television and in the press as a po-
litical commentator during elections. He wrote a weekly column in the Daily
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Record, the Douglas County newspaper of record, and often shared his analy-
sis with the Creighton community in articles such as "The Constitution No-
body Knows" in Creighton's alumni magazine Window in 1987. As a law
school institutional memory, he wrote engaging alumni and faculty profrles

for the Creighton Lawyer and Nebrøska Lawyer.

Dean Doyle "Retires,tt Leaving the Law School
Poised for Change

Dean Doyle progressed from teacher and school administrator, lawyer, law
professor, and litigator to twenty-three years as a law school dean. The Alum-
news annovt'tced on page 1, "Dean Retires After 22 Years."36 But the headlines
were reserved for another event, "Students Protest War, Kent State." Upon
Doylet retiring, Acting President the Reverend Clement J. Schneider, S.J., ob-
served that Dean Doyle "maintained active participation in legal practice
through his specialties concerned with farmers'cooperatives and labor arbi-
tration."37 Doyle's deanship traversed post World War II readjustment, the
Cold War, the civil rights movement, and the Vietnam War, along with the
expansion of the law school. He presided over the graduation of 855 law stu-
dents. Doyle announced his retirement in March 1970, effective in June 1970,

at the age of sixty-six. He continued, however, as dean through the 1970-71
academic year while Creighton searched for his replacement.

To the inevitable question "What changes have occurred to differentiate the
law student of today and his counterpart 20 years ago?" he responded, "Per-
sonall¡ I haven't seen any great changes, at least in attitudes toward classroom
preparation and participation." What he did not identify was the front edge of
the gender volcano.3s Summing up his vision of the lawyer in the last third of
the twentieth century for the 1970 BIue lay, Doyle stated,

The lawyer is more than a technician and a scrivener. He is a leader in
his community. His training makes him uniquely capable of leadership

in civic affairs and governmental processes. Leadership roles assume

professional responsibility. The Law School develops in its students an

awareness of the part law plays in social control. The student learns to
develop an insight into the objectives of law, an understanding of the
institutions through which law operates, and a personal commitment
to moral values necessary for a wise solution of policy issues.3e

The Docket published an interview with Dean Emeritus Doyle, wherein he

identified four major accomplishments of his deanship: faculty stability in the
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last fifteen years, starting the Legal Aid Clinic, establishing the Legal Aid Soci-

et¡ and starting the Creighton Løw Review. His greatest difñcult¡ he said, was

that the law school suffered in development as the medical sciences enjoyed pri-
ority. For fifteen years the law school did not generate a surplus and no argu-
ment could be made for improving the budget and facilities. Doyle retired with
the school poised to expand from the 1921 building, then struggling to accom-

modate more than two hundred students, to new facilities and new possibilities.

A. Lee Bloomingdale provided an enigmatic farewell. He described Doyle
as being a "gentle man," slow to anger. !

When Dean Doyle leaves Creighton Universit¡ he will be sorely

missed, but he will not be long remembered by the Universit¡ for it
is in the very nature of a university that it must look to the future and

not to the past. But the Alumni will long remember him, for it is
upon the lawyers who studied under him that james Doyle left his

mark, and I, for one, carry it proudly.ao

The Docket recorded that Mary Votek, the dean's secretary, "has always been

a genuine friend to every student and has helped many students through law
school with a helping hand and the right knowledge at the right time."

Doyle continued to teach Agricultural Cooperatives and Agricultural Law

in his "retirement," and he carried on arbitration work throughout the nation,
including working on Omaha's teachers' salaries in I974. In 1973 he received

his twenty-five year commendation. Dean Emeritus Doyle "finally stepped

down from teaching at the end of the 1984 academic year." His wife, Amelia
Doyle, died in 1994 and Dean Doyle died in 1995. Doyle is remembered at

Creighton by a Courtroom named in his honor, which also houses the 1888

cherry wood bench, the Student Bar Association's fames A. Doyle Outstand-
ing Service Award,ar and a scholarship.
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