
CHAPTER B

Manag¡ng Crowth-
The Deanship of Rodney Shkolnick:

1 977 -1 9BB

I basically see to it that the law school functions properl¡ keeping things
from causing conflicts.

Our foremost function is that of educating our students to be competent
attorneys rendering morally responsible service in the administration of
justice.

One of our biggest strengths is that we have an excellent faculty that likes
to teach.

Dean Rodney Shkolnick, 1981, 1985, 1986

The rapid and flamboyant changes that occurred under Dean Frankino
transformed the law school. Dean Shkolnick, a veteran of the Creighton aca-

demic culture, managed the school as it adjusted to the arrival of female stu-
dents in unprecedented numbers. Although the winds of change had dissi-
pated, the law school did not enter the doldrums. Shkolnick's term sat between
the drama of new bricks and mortar and the onslaught of the electronic in-
formation revolution.

Dean Rodney Shkolnick

Rodney Shkolnick, a midwesterner born in Davenport, Iowa, earned his
bachelor of arts degree with high distinction in mathematics at the University
of Iowa in 1953. He belonged to Phi Beta Kappa. He earned his law degree

with distinction from the University of Iowa College of Law in 1955. He was

an editor of the lowa Law Reyiew. He spent two years in private practice in
Ottumwa, Iowa, and was second assistant county attorney in Wapello County.
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Figure 66: Rodney Shkolnick, Dean, and Edward Birmingham, Associate Dean,
1 983.

He pursued graduate study at the University of Michigan Law School, where

he was an instructor in Problems and Research in 1959-60. At Michigan he

heard of Neil Littlefield's intention to resign from Creighton. He came to
Creighton in 1961 to teach Commercial Law, Contracts, Criminal Law, and
Mortgages, replacing Littlefreld, who went to the University of Connecticut.
Shkolnick became a partner in the law firm of McGrath, North, Nelson,

Shkolnick, & Dwyer. Dean Frankino appointed him assistant deanin I97I
and associate dean in 1973. Shkolnick received the outstanding teaching award
in 1975. Upon Frankino's resignation, Shkolnick and Ted Clements sought the

deanship. Shkolnick was appointed acting dean and then, on November 29,

L977, deanJ Clements became dean at Gonzaga University School of Law, an-

other Jesuit institution in Spokane, Washington.

Shkolnick said, "Creighton is a fine place to work and I have a greal deal of
affection for this school. The strength of the law school is what it has always

been with facult¡ administrators and students all contributing to its quality."
Shkolnick added, 'And I plan to continue in this manner," anticipating no
major shifts in emphasis within the school.2 His priorities included develop-
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ing continuing legal education for the bar and improving the library. The 1981

self-study employed the language of fustice Oliver Wendell Holmes to describe

the task at hand: "I say the business of a law school is not sufficiently described

when you merely say that it is to teach law, or to make lawyers. It is to teach

law in the grand manner, and to make great lawyers." The Creighton law fac-

ulty had been about this task for seventy-seven years. In 1985 Dean Shkolnick
inaugurated The Creighton Lawyer to "communicate with you, our alumni and

friends, via a publication devoted to the School of Law."

Barbara J. Caskins, F¡rst Woman ¡n
Adm in istrative Position

Barbara J. Gaskins, JD'76,born in 1948 in McCook, Nebraska, earned her
bachelor's degree in psychology at the University of Nebraska in 1970. When
she became dissatisfied with her work at Northwestern Bell Telephone, her
husband, Kenneth Gaskins, an attorney at McGill, Kole¡ Parsonage & Lan-
phier, suggested that she go to law school. As a student, she worked in the
Creighton Legal Information Center. She graduated from Creighton first in
her class and proceeded to clerk for Judge Donald P. Lay and fudge Donald R.

Ross at the Eighth Circuit. ln 1978 Dean Shkolnick appointed her assistant

dean, the first woman to hold an administrative position in the law school,

L.
Figure 67: Barbara Gaskins and Kathryn Boe, 1983
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other than in the library. Gaskins replaced Joseph Krysakowski, who had re-
tired.

Continuing legal education (CLE) became a fixture of the profession.
Dean Frankino stated, "It has become an obligation of the law school na-
tionally to have as a part of their program the continuing education of the
bar." He predicted, wrongl¡ "Within the next few years we expect Nebraska
to follow Iowa's lead requiring a minimum number of continuing education
credits for periodic re-licensing." As assistant and after 1990 as associate dean,

Gaskins prepared continuing legal education programs, a minor industry of
refresher courses that surveyed recent law, presented at law schools on the
eve of sports events and at vacation spots with golf, tennis, sightseeing, and
barbecues.

A 1981 Nebraska Bar Association survey indicated that 58 percent of all
bar members favored mandatory CLE. Robert Spire, president of Nebraska
Continuing Education, when asked about mandatory continuing legal edu-
cation in 1981, replied, "I think mandatory continuing legal education is a
concept whose time has come." However, it was not "universally accepted in
Nebraska." In 1995 it was reported that "After roughly lVz years of effort, the
Mandatory Continuing Legal Education (MCLE) Task Force" proposed
twelve hours ofaccredited continuing legal education per calendar year. The
issue of mandatory continuing legal education continued to simmer.3 Gask-
ins served on the board of directors of Nebraska's CLE program for eight-
een years. At Creighton she taught Iuvenile Law and Negotiable Instruments
and directed the Legal Research and Writing course. She helped develop the
annual Walk Through the Courts and Law Day for the Clergy. In 1996 the
Nebraska State Bar Foundation named Gaskins the Legal Educator of the
Year.a

Kathryn Boe, Student Recruiter, Divers¡ty,
and Franchising Law Pioneer

Kathryn Letter Boe, ID'79, born in 1941 in Menominee, Michigan, earned
her bachelor of arts degree at Rosary College, River Forest, Illinois, in 1964
and her master of music at the University of Nebraska in 1974. She taught
music in elementary and secondary schools and at Boys Town. She was lead
article editor on the Creighton Løw Review and won the 1977 Nathan Burkan
Memorial Scholarship, sponsored by the American Society of Composers, Au-
thors, and Publishers, for her essay "Duplicating Copyrighted Materials for
Educational Purpose: The Search for the Golden Rule."
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In 1980 Dean Shkolnick appointed Boe to a newly created position, as-

sistant dean for law admissions. In 1973 the law school had approximately
1,400 applicants. Student recruitment occurred for the first time ín 1974

when Professors Mullin, Ralston, and Shugrue visited colleges in the Mid-
west. Associate Dean Birmingham noted that the "applications for law
schools nationally have been dropping steadily since the peak of I974 and
the trend is likely to continue through the 1980s." There were 2,000 appli-
cants in 1979, and 10 percent less in 1980. Creighton accepted 190 first-year
students.s

Boe pursued a two-prong policy to recruit students, making the law school

attractive to Creighton undergraduates and seeking students at the national
level. Prelaw advisers in Arts and Science and Business Administration took
on greater prominence; the Pre-Law Club was revived. Club programs in-
cluded the LSAT and mock trial tournaments at Creighton and Drake Uni-
versity. In 1980 Creighton put on its first annual Pre-Law Day. The law school

invited prospective students to sit in on a first-year class. Boe said, "We would
like to see the Creighton undergraduates feel free to come down the hill and
talk to us. We hope the program will encourage them in a formal way to stop
by."0 Boe contacted prelaw advisers and traveled to conferences to meet stu-
dents. Aggressive recruitment meant visiting thirty campuses from Boston to
Seattle, the Twin Cities to Texas.

To attract minority applicants, the Black Law Students Association, and
Hispanic Law Students Association (founded in 1980), facult¡ advisers, and
Omaha minority attorneys cooperated in a variety of prelaw programs dur-
ing the 1980s. Participants included BALSA presidents Raymond McGaugh
and LaVon Stennis. A prelaw board was established in November 1984. The
theme of the March 1988 conference, "Getting In and Staying In," focused on
retention. In 1990 Creighton held a law school fair. What began with Dean

Shkolnick continued with Dean Lawrence Raful, who welcomed the Latino
Law Students Association and Black Students Association to the 1991 prelaw
conference. Raful acknowledged that the legal profession had been "one of the

most sexist and racist professions in the nation" but declared much progress

in enrolling minorities had been made in the last ten years.T

The 1981 Self-Study inquired into diversity. Senior faculty identified six
black graduates who received their degrees prior to 1973, lwo of whom had
become municipal judges. "These same faculty members believe that a few
Hispanic and Asian students graduated from the law school in the pre-1970's

era."8 Twenty-nine minority students had graduated since the institution of a
minority program in 1973. Thirteen went into private practice, five into U.S.

departments and agencies, three into the military service's fudge Advocate
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Generals Corps, two into corporate legal departments, and two into legal aid.
Three who did not take the bar exam were in politics or law enforcement.

Boe developed an expertise in franchising, an increasinglypopular form of
market expansion during the 1970s (as shown b¡ for example, McDonald's,
Arby's, Godfather's Pizza,PizzaHut, Barefoot Grass, and Hertz). By 1981 Boe,

a franchising law authorit¡ provided academic support. At the lay level she

wrote "Franchising, Today's Business Phenomenon" for the summer 1985 issue

of Window. Professionally she edited the American Bar Association's Franchise

Law Journøl and served on the board of the Frønchise Løw Review. In 1988 she

testifred before the U.S. House of Representatives Subcommittee on Antitrust,
Impact of Deregulations, and Privatization. In i990 the Louisiana State Uni-
versity School of Business welcomed her as distinguished visiting lecturer. She

presented "Intellectual Property Rights" and "How the Law Regulates the Fran-
chise Phenomenon." Boe was a legal consultant to the Erickson & Sederstrom
law firm.

In 1987 Creighton president Michael G. Morrison, S.|., appointed Boe as-

sistant and legal counsel, a position Shkolnick assumed when Dean Boe left
Creighton. In her spare time she played the organ for her parish, Christ the
King Church, and volunteered at the Omaha Ballet and the Omaha Metropol-
itan Arts Council. She resigned from Creighton in 1990 to join the U.S. Agency
for International Development (AID) where she helped restructure eastern Eu-
rope economies. Ronald W. Roskens, former chancellor of the University of
Nebraska at Omaha and president of the four-campus University of Nebraska
system, had been appointed by President George H. W. Bush as director of
AID. In 1991 Roskens appointed Boe head of the AID Directorate for Policy
and team manager for Private Sector Initiatives in Eastern Europe.

Creighton, a Bankruptcy Policy lncubator

Bankruptcy played a prominent role in Creighton's curriculum from the
school's inception. Referees and receivers taught debtor-creditor relations. The
proximity of the bankruptcy court to Creighton law school, and the willing-
ness of the bankruptcy judiciary to teach and participate in continuing legal

education, enhanced Creighton's academic status for studying debtor-credi-
tor relations.

Bankruptcy resolved the risks and failed ventures of a capitalist economy
by the appointment of a federal referee who assumed the role of a receiver, a
process last discussed in Chapter 1. Rising population, increased availability
of credit, and personal or family economic failure swelled the numbers in fi-
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nancial difficulty and stressed a bankruptcy system designed to generally ac-

commodate commercial ventures. Emmet L. Murph¡ LLB'18, served as a

bankruptcy referee in Nebraska from 1949 to 1961.

Richard Frederick Stageman, BS'49, ID'51, born in Omaha in 1926, served

in Asia as a bombardier in the U.S. Naval Air Corps and went into private
practice in Council Bluffs. Appointed a bankruptcy referee for the Southern
District of Iowa in 1962, he became a judge under the 1978 bankruptcy leg-
islalion. He participated in bankruptcy continuing legal education programs,
writing outlines and papers on discharge, accountants, distressed businesses,

exemptions, and the transition to practice under the Bankruptcy Reform Act
of 1978. He retired from the bench in 1986 and continued active practice with
a special interest in the new Chapter 12 bankruptcy applicable to farmers. In
1990 Stageman was elected a fellow in the first class of the American College
of Bankruptcy.

Jerrold L. Strasheim received his B.S. degree, and his law degree, cum
laude, from the University of Nebraska in 1957 . In 1959- 60 he served as mi-
nority counsel to the U.S. Senate Subcommittee for Improvements in ]udicial
Machinery. A bankruptcy referee from 1962 to 1973, he also taught Creditor's
Rights at Creighton from 1966 to 1976. He wrote several articles on bank-
ruptcy for the Nebrøskø Løw Reyiew and the Journøl of the National Associa-

tion of Referees in Bankruptcy. He was elected president of the Legal Aid Soci-
ety in 1975.

During the 1970s the law school became increasingly involved in bank-
ruptcy policy as the massive extension of consumer credit transformed the
American economic landscape. Harry Dale Dixon, ID'72, became counsel
to the |udiciary Committee that framed the 1978 Bankruptcy Reform Act.
His relationship with Nebraska senator Roman Hruska and Iowa senator
Charles Grassley enhanced Creighton's special interest in bankruptcy policy.
President Jimmy Carter signed the Bankruptcy Reform Act, many years in
the making, into law in 1978. The Reform Act created trustees who took
charge of the debtor's estate and also presidentially appointed judges, serv-
ing for renewable fourteen-year terms, who mediated between the compet-
ing claims of debtors and creditors.

In 1989 Harry Dixon and former Georgia bankruptcy judge William L.

Norton cofounded the American College of Bankruptcy Lawyers. In 1990
Dixon chaired the newly formed Nebraska State Bar Association Bankruptcy
Section.e

Creighton's continuing legal education offerings included bankruptcy com-
ponents in its Uniform Commercial Code, Real Estate, Foreclosure and Col-
lection, and Family Law programs . In 1975 the presenters included bankruptcy
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judge David L. Crawford, Jerrold Strasheim, Paul Festerson, and professors

Rodney Shkolnick and Geoffrey Peters. Judge Crawford succeeded Strasheim

as referee in 1973. Crawford presided under the Bankruptcy Act of 1898 and

the 1978 code. He taught at Creighton from 1978 to 1983 and left the bank-
ruptcybench in 1985.

Timothy f. Mahone¡ 85'67, JD'72, maintained offices in Madrid and

Boone, Iowa, and in Omaha. President Ronald Reagan appointed him a bank-
ruptcy judge in 1985. He occasionally taught Bankruptcy at Creighton.lo When
the Nebraska district expanded to two judges in 1987, President Reagan ap-

pointed John C. Minahan, Ir., JD'73, to fill the seat in Lincoln. Minahan had

clerked for Judge Robert Denne¡ earned an LL.M. at Harvard Law School in
1976, taught at the Vermont Law School, joined the Kutak Rock firm, and in
1982 formed Dixon, Dixon & Minahan. As bankruptcy judge, Minahan taught
law in Lincoln. He retired from the bench in 2001.11

The judges employed Creighton graduates as law clerks, generally on an an-

nual basis. Iudith Mclaren Napier, JD'77 , was appointed clerk of the court in
1978 and retired in 2002. The positions of Chapter 7, 12, anð 13 trustees have

been filled predominantly by Creighton law graduates.12 Richard D. Myers,

ID'71, was appointed a Chapter 7 trustee in 1977 and Philip M. Kell¡ ID'77,
in 1989. In Iowa Charles Hannan, 8,{65, ID'68, and Charles Smith, fD'74
served as Chapter 7 trustees. In 1986 Chapter 13 trustee Kenneth E. Shreves,

JD'52, was succeeded by Kathleen Laughlin, JD'82, who had clerked for Judge
Mahoney. Richard K. Lydick, JD'73, was appointed Chapter 12 trustee in
1986.

There was mounting pressure to adjust the balance between debtors and

creditors originally set in the liberal 1978 Reform Act. The important role that
the Creighton law faculty played as a bankruptcy policy think tank and in the

formulation of the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection
Act of 2005 will be discussed in the next chapter.

Student Aid - Loans and Scholarships

Early in the law school's histor¡ the fìrst-year students with the highest

grade above 90 percent received free tuition in the following year. The Louis

J. TePoel Student Fund, established in 1962,loaned emergency money to stu-

dents. Although Dean Frankino feared the rising cost of law school would out-
strip student resources, other resources have been generally available. Feder-

ally guaranteed student loans became increasingly prominent in the law school

scheme. The rise in tuition has been precipitous; the obligations students have
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incurred, staggering. In the 1982 Blue Jay, Professor Marianne Culhane ob-
served:

The most important event as far as the university is concerned is the
severe cutback in federal loan programs for students, at the under-
graduate and graduate levels. This will create especially severe prob-
lems in schools. Since it does not appear certain that those cutbacks
can be prevented or soon reversed in Congress, I think the university
needs to get moving on alternate sources of student loans-perhaps
a capital campaign to collect money for our own "in-house" revolv-
ing loan fund is one possibility. We can't wait too long if we want to
get good students rather than just wealthy ones.l3

At the end of Shkolnick's deanship, tuition stood at $7,140 per yeari ten years
later, at the end of Dean Raful's term, it stood at $16,548.

Generous donors directed their support to students, endowments, and cap-
ital and infrastructure development. Support was available based on merit,
need, religion, ethnicit¡ minority status, gender, and other selective criteria.
Scholarships honored deans, facult¡ alumni, law firms, and judges. They
echoed law school history. Among the funds were the Dean |ames A. and
Amelia Doyle Scholarship, Dr. Richard Shugrue/Phi Delta Phi Scholarship,
Francis Gerald Griffin Reardon Scholarship, Salvatore and Rose Valentino
Scholarship, Frances M. Ryan Minority Scholarship, Milton and Pauline Abra-
hams Scholarship, Harry R. Henatsch Scholarship, William P. Lynch Schol-
arship, Carl |. Peter Scholarship, Fraser Stryker Scholarship, Judge Richard E.

Robinson Scholarship, and McGrath, North Scholarship. Gifts to the general
discretionary fund came from the Ahmanson Foundation, Brendan Brown,
Daniel J. Gross, P. |ames Cosgrove, Skutt Family Research, James i. Fitzger-
aldJr., William Grodinsk¡ and Mutual Protective Insurance.

Scholarships ranged from $500 to the ten $6,000 Winthrop and Frances
Lane Foundation Scholarships, twelve approximately $10,000 McGrath North
Mullin & Kratz Scholarships, seven $20,000 G. Robert Muchemore Founda-
tion Grants, the single $25,000 Carl J. Peter Scholarship, thirty-nine Frances
Ryan Scholarships totaling $390,000, and three $13,000 A. A. and Ethel
Yossem Scholarships.

Donors who fund scholarships enjoy a wide range of pleasures. Giving
money to help a student acquire an education confers on the donor respect,
gratitude, and immortality. Some plans for donation go awry because of loss
of fortune. Some gifts arrive during the prime of the donor. Some gifts are
testamentary. Each donation has its own story. During World War II, Harry
Dwyer, LLB'30, from Plattsmouth, was wounded at the Omaha Beach land-
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ing and lost his voice. While recuperating at the Los Angeles Veterans Ad-

ministration hospital, he met Edith, an English immigrant, who spent her free

time at the VA Hospital. Harry recovered, married Edith, and practiced law

in California. He was deeply proud of Nebraska, Omaha, and Creighton.

Harry died in 1979. Edith recalled that her own father had placed education

as a number one priority. He had made donations to Oxford Universit¡ say-

ing, "There are some wonderful brains out there that need funds to receive an

education. Who knows who will be helped with this check?"When Edith died

in 2000, she bequeathed to Creighton more than $300,000 for endowed schol-

arships, which should support at least one student annually.la

There were several years between the death of Hayden Ahmanson and the

family's generous contribution to the Ahmanson Law Center; so too with Carl J.

Peter, LB'29, who provided scholarship funding twenty-two years after his death

in 1960. Peter, born in Rock Island, Illinois, and educated in Omaha, was the

oldest of twelve children, all of whom attended Creighton, three of whom earned

law degrees. His father, Val (Valentine) J. Peter, published several German-lan-

guage newspapers, including the Omaha Daiþ Tribune. Carl managed the Blue

Ioy.In 1960 he died of a heart attack at the age of fifty-four while vacationing in

Port au Prince, Haiti. In early L982 his widow, Anne Marie Peter, established a

scholarship for a Catholic senior law student. She died in December 1982.

Seven Faculty loin Teaching Staff

Rising enrollments and faculty resignations necessitated the hiring of new

faculty. Marianne Baldrige Culhane, born in Baltimore, Maryland, in 1946,

graduated from Carleton College in 1968. She earned her law degree at the

University of Iowa in 1974, clerked for Judge Donald Lay at the Eighth Cir-

cuit Court of Appeals, and came to Creighton in 1977 to teach Commercial

Law, Suretyship and Guarantees, and Agricultural Law Professor Culhane de-

veloped a national expertise in bankruptcy.
Roland J. Santoni, born in 1941 in Philadelphia, completed his economics

degree at the Wharton School of Economics in 1963 and his law degree at the

University of Pennsylvania Law School in 1966, graduating cum laude' He had

served as the law review comment editor. He engaged in corporate and secu-

rities law in Pennsylvania. Interviewed by the Docket, he stated, "Teaching is

an area I've always been interested in ... The Midwest has a reputation in the

East as being flat and sandy with nothing even to do. I've found it a good en-

vironment for my children and have a very positive attitude about living
here."15 Santoni taught Commercial Law, Corporate Law Administrative Law
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Securities Law and Business Regulation. His interest in horses led to publi-
cations on Indian gaming and thoroughbred racing.16

Ralph U. Whitten, born in 1944 in Bryan, Texas, received his undergrad-
uate degree in 1966 and his law degree in 1969, both from the University of
Texas. He clerked for Judge James Braxton Craver, Jr., in the Fourth Circuit
Court of Appeals. He was a teaching fellow at Harvard Law School, where he

earned an LL.M. in 1972. From 1972 to 1975 he taught at the University of
South Carolina Law School. He published articles in the South Carolina Law
Review (1974) and in the North Carolina Løw Review (1975). His book The

Constitution and the Common Law: The Decline of the Doctrine of Separation

of Powers and Federalism appearedin 1977. When asked by the Dockerwhy he

came to Creighton, Whitten responded, "I was looking for greener pasture. I
wanted to join a better law school and had known about the flne undergrad-
uate school at Creighton. We came out and I really liked what I saw."17 Whit-
ten taught Civil Procedure and collaborated with Larry L. Teply to publish a
950-page treatise, Civil Procedure and Civil Procedure: Problems, with Foun-
dation Press in 1994. He coauthored the fifth edition of American Conflicß
with Professors Luther L. McDougal III and Robert L. Felix in 2001.

loseph G. Allegretti, born in Alban¡ NewYork, in 1952, was class valedic-
torian at Colgate University and earned his law degree cum laude at Harvard
in 1977. After spending two years in private practice, he arrived at Creighton
in 1979. His initial interests were labor law, sexual discrimination, compara-
tive worth, and ethics.

Allegretti also desired to reach lay audiences, an interest qualifing him as a

public intellectual, that led to publications in the National Catholic Reporter, U.S.

Cøtholic, Living Prayer, Journøl of Law and Religion, Quarterly of the Christiøn
Legal Society, America, Medical Ethics for Physicians, Christian Ministry, and So-

journers. His interest in Pope John Paul il's 1981 encyclical devoted to human
work and dignity resulted in the publication of "The Supreme Court and La-
borem Exercens" inthe Creighton University Faculty Journøl Q98Ð. He recalled
his 1984 visit to the Soviet Union in the same journal in "Religious Freedom in
the Soviet lJnion" (1985). His other articles include "Thomas More and Christ-
ian Legal Ethics" and "Civil Disobedience: Law and Religion." Interested in the
role of literature and its interplay with law, particularly British imperial writers
Rudyard Kipling and George Orwell, he published in 1993 "Shooting Elephants,

Serving Clients: An Essay on George Orwell and the Lawyer-Client Relationship."
Allegretti developed an interdisciplinary course on the ethics of advocacy

with Dr. Charles Doughert¡ academic vice president, who formerly chaired
the Department of Philosoph¡ and directed Creighton's Center for Health
Policy and Ethics, with whom he also wrote collaboratively. Allegretti's wife,
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Suzanne, worked in religious education at the diocesan and parish levels. In
1986 he took a three years' leave of absence to attend Yale Divinity School in
New Haven, Connecticut. His wife worked for the Catholic Church in the New
Haven area.

Allegretti returned to Creighton in 1990 as half-time professor of law and
as assistant director of the Center for Health Policy and Ethics. His many pre-

sentations and publications linked philosoph¡ Christianit¡ law, and ethics.

He investigated the ethical implications of babies diagnosed with AIDS. In
"Christ and the Code: The Dilemma of the Christian Attorney" (1990), he

wrote:

Once there was a first-year student who had to deal with a pompous
and overbearing professor. One day she was called upon, and after
the usual amount of pressure and pain, she succeeded in stating the
holding of the case. As she finished she blurted out, "But it's just not
right!" To which the professor responded, cooll¡ "Listen, if you want
to study what's right, you should have gone to divinity school."

In 1991 Professor Allegretti assumed Creighton Law School's first endowed
chair, the A. A. and Ethel Yossem Chair in Legal Ethics. He published The

Lawyer's Calling Christian Faith and Legal Practice with the Paulist Press in
1996. He published 'A Spirituality of Work for Busy People" in the 1997

Creighton University Window. He left Creighton in 1999 to teach at Siena Col-
lege. Like his colleague, Professor Ronald Volkmer, he was interested in Alter-
native Dispute Resolution (ADR) and wrote'A Christian Perspective on Alter-
native Dispute Resolution," which appeared inthe Fordhøm Urban Law Journal
(2001).

Richard Collin Mangrum, born in Salt Lake City in 1949, earnedhis bach-

elor of arts degree at Harvard University in 1972, his law degree from the Uni-
versity of Utah School of Law in 1975, and a bachelor of civil law degree at
Oxford University in 1978. Arriving at Creighton in 1979, he taught Corpo-
rations, ]urisprudence, Evidence, Religion and the Law, and Legal History.
Harvard University awarded him a doctorate of juridical science in 1983. In
1988 the University of Illinois Press published his stud¡ coauthored with
Edwin Brown Firmage, Zion in the Courts: A Legal History of the Church of
]esus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 1830-1900, which won the National Alpha
Sigma Nu BookAward. In 1991 he taught a new course, History ofAmerican
Legal Thought that combined American legal history and jurisprudence.

Mangrum's forthright position in the area of religious rights included an

amicus brief in 1990 on the free exercise of religion case, Mergens v. Westside

School District. He entered the area of family law with "Exclusive Reliance on
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Best Interests May Be Unconstitutional: Religion as a Factor in Child Custody
Cases" and "Tithing, Bankruptcy and the Conflict Between Religious Freedom
and Creditor's Interests."18 When ]oseph Allegretti left Creighton in 1999,

Mangrum assumed the Yossem Chair in Legal Ethics.
Eric Pearson, born in 1946 in Pittsburgh and a 1968 Duquesne Univer-

sity graduate, taught junior high school English. He attended Duquesne Law
School at night, received his law degree in 1972, and earned his LL.M. de-
gree at George Washington University in 1977. He worked at the Pennsyl-
vania Environmental Resources Department and the United States Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency. From 1979 to 1980 he was associate chief
counsel of the President's Commission on the Accident at Three Mile Island.
He came to Creighton in 1980 to teach Environmental Law. Governor
Robert Kerrey appointed him to the Nebraska Water Independence Con-
gress. A spokesperson for the Nebraska chapter of the Sierra Club, he pub-
lished on water law, property rights in streambeds, zoning, and environ-
mental impact statements. In 1994 he took a one-year sabbatical to
accompany his wife, Lorraine Chang, to Washington, DC. Chang, previ-
ously employed as an attorney by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Union Pacific Railroad, and the U.S. Department of Labor, received an ap-
pointment from the Clinton administration to the Labor Department. While
there Pearson pursued his scholarly interests in administrative and environ-
mental law, and the law of presidential power. Professor Pearson received
the Outstanding Faculty Member Award in 1985, 1988, 1991, 1993, 1999,
and 2001.

Barbara Steere Perlman, born in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, in 1944,
earned her bachelor of arts degree at Smith College in 1966 and her law de-
gree and LL.M. degree in taxation at Boston University School of Law in I97I
and 1980, where she was a lecturer ín L979-1980. After working for six years

in private practice in Peabod¡ Massachusetts, she came to Creighton in 1980

to teach Federal Taxation. She retired in 2001.

David Allen Larson, born in 1954, earned his B.A. at DePauw University
in L976. He attended the University of Illinois College of Law, receiving his

J.D. in 1979, and completed his LL.M. at the University of Pennsylvania Law
School in 1987. He was an appellate attorney for the Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission. He taught at Millsaps College in Jackson, Mississippi,
and Loyola University of Chicago, later practicing in Minneapolis. He went
to Sweden's Lund University Law School on a Fulbright Scholarship. He pub-
lished in the Yale lournal of International Løw, the Suffolk Transnational Løw

Journal, and the Real Estøte Løw JournøL He came to Creighton in 1987 to
teach Employment Discrimination, Labor Law, and Employment Law. As Pro-
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fessor in Residence in 1990 at the Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion, he expanded his understanding of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

In 1991 he joined several American lawyers preparing the new Romanian con-

stitution. Larson's 1997-98 appointment as a visiting scholar to Hamline Uni-
versity in St. Paul resulted in his 1999 appointment as director of their Dis-
pute Resolution Institute, a program ranked sixth by U.S. Ner,vs and Woild
Report among the I77 law schools offering courses in ADR.

1913 Crads Have an lmpromptu Reunion
in 197 B

William Grodinsþ, LB'13, born in Omaha in 1894, the son of Rabbi Henry
Grodzinsk¡ graduated from Central High at the age of sixteen.le The subject

of Grodinsky's law school thesis was "Freedom of Contract." He had to wait
until 1915, when he was of age, for admission to the bar. In the interim he

went to Northwestern Law School in Chicago and took a course in evidence

from Professor ]ohn Henry Wigmore. He was law partner with Henry Mon-
sþ who had very close ties with Father Edward Flanagan, the founder of Boys

Town. Grodinsky advised Father Nicholas Wegner, who became Boys Town

director upon Father Flanagan's death in 1948. In 1983 Boys Town named a

street in his honor, Grodinsþ Circle.

In his later years Grodinsky was of counsel to Kutak Rock & Campbell. He

arrived at his office early each morning and worked a full day almost up to his

death in 1986. His secretary of many years was Rose Cohn. In 1984, in honor
of his ninetieth birthda¡ his law firm established the William Grodinsky
Scholarship Fund at Creighton Law School.

At an impromptu reunion in 1978, Grodinsky met with classmate Ray I.
Madden, LB'13, originally from Waseca, Minnesota. Madden had written his

senior thesis on "Rights of the Vendor and Vendee." Elected an Omaha police
judge in 1916, Madden served in the First World War. Settling in Gar¡ Indi-
ana, he sat seventeen terms, thirty-four years, from 1942 Ío L976, as aDe-
mocratic congressman and Creighton's first law graduate to serve in Congress.

He chaired the House Rules Committee.
Madden recalled, "World War I broke out in 1917. It wasn't like Vietnam.

Everybody wanted to get into uniform. I resigned from the Omaha bench and

went into the Navy." Grodinsky was a master mechanic in wireless school.

Madden added, "You know, Bill Grodinsky was the smartest student in our
class. Whenever we'd get mixed up and couldn't find the professor, we'd go to
Bill and he had all the answers."
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At the age of eighty-four Madden was finally defeated in The I97 6 primary
byAdam Benjamin, Ir., whom he had earlier nominated to the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point. Madden never married and his sister was a nun. The
Madden Federal Building in Gar¡ Indiana, honors his thirty-four years in the
House of Representatives. He died at the age of ninety-five in 1987.

A Snapshot of Studying ¡n the Early 1980s

Reading, preparing for oral questions, taking lecture notes and making in-
dividual outlines, sometimes in a study group, were traditional methods of
preparing for class and examinations. The growth of the student consumer
market led to entrepreneurial ventures, a take off on the Cliff Notes outline
industry started in 1963. The sale of legal short cuts, Nutshells, Gilberts, and
Emanuels, sometimes pronounced with a sophisticated French accent, flour-
ished. For example, there were five Nutshells published from 1962 to 1969,
twelve published between 1970 and 1974, and. by 19Sl there were seventy-one
titles.zo Critics note that these "notoriously canned briefs and outlines" po-
tentially "eliminates the need to conduct independent critical thinking," and
it is "terrifying to think about a generation of lawyers whose imagination,
moral or otherwise, has been shaped by the commercial outlines of Em-
manuel's [sic] and Gilbert's."21 There was no short cut for the "Blue Book," A
Uniþrm System of Citation, currently in its eighteenth edition.

The Gross Appellate Courtroom was the scene of drama beyond the time
honored questioning of students. Starting in 1979 the Nebraska Supreme
Court, Chief Justice Norman Krivosha presiding, heard appeals. About four
hundred students witnessed oral arguments in five cases.22 In 1982, John
Houseman, alias Professor Kingsfleld, star of lhe 1973 fiIm Pøper Chase, en-
tertained the law students.

In the Spring of 1982 emeritus Dean Doyle presided over his last class, the
Agricultural Law Seminar. Among the part-time instructors were judges and
local practitioners. Bankruptcy judge David L. Crawford taught Creditors'
Rights, County Court judge Robert C. McGowan taught Fiduciary Adminis-
tration and Probate Procedure, and Eighth Circuit judge Donald Lay taught
a seminar on Current Supreme Court Decisions. Local practitioner William
West taught Patents, tademarks, and Copyrights; Union Pacific attorney fohn
Marchant taught the Labor Law Seminar; and Joseph Freimuth taught Ac-
counting for Lawyers.

Robert Kutak, founding partner of Nebraska's largest law firm, Kutak, Rock
& Campbell, a former administrative assistant to Senator Roman Hruska (a
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Figure 68: School of Law-John Houseman, star of Paper Chase, Q. and 4.,
1982.

close friend of his father), and chair, in 1977, of the American Bar Associa-

tion Special Commission on the Evaluation of Professional Standards (also

known as the Kutak Commission), made occasional presentations to the legal

ethics class.23 ,

The first commercially available IBM desktop computer appeared in 1981.

Dean Shkolnick predicted that within a few years 90 percent of all legal re-

search material would be retrievable by computer through the law library. The

law library doubled its collection and expanded to cover two floors. It made

the transition from the three-by-five-inch card catalog in wooden drawers to

an electronic on-line database.
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John Joseph Cavanaugh, lll, Congressman

|ohn Cavanaugh,lD'72, born in 1945, came from a long established polit-
ical family. He attended Creighton Prep and graduated from Denver's Regis

College in 1967 with a major in history. He spent two years as an enlisted sol-
dier in the U.S. Army, stationed in Germany. He met his future wife, Kath-
leen, at Creighton, and they were married in 1969 in Frankfurt, West Ger-
many. During his senior year in law school, he decided to run for the Nebraska
legislature. He ran in the district represented by Sam Klaver in 1939-41,
1943-47, and 1951-73. Cavanaugh won the election and served in the Ne-
braska legislature from 1973 to 1977.

Elected to the U.S. Congress in November 1976, he declined to run for a

third term in 1980. In Congress he served on the Banking, Finance, and Urban
Affairs Committee and the International Relations Committee. His interests
included privacy legislation and a national public service proposal as an al-
ternative to the draft and an all-volunteer force.

Cavanaugh joined the law firm of Kutak Rock & Huie in 1981, where he spe-

cialized in banking and finance. At a Creighton event honoring him, Cavanaugh

spoke warmly and humorously about Professors Manfred Pieck, Jack North,
Richard Shugrue, Rodney Shkolnick, A. Lee Bloomingdale, Ronald Volkmer,
Michael Weinberg and Edward Birmingham. He gave "less of a thank you to
those professors who were not so generous in their grading policiesl" In 1996

President Bill Clinton appointed Cavanaugh chair of the troubled $65 million
Czech and Slovak American Enterprise Fund, designed to promote capitalism
in the Czech Republic and Slovakia by investing in private companies. Ca-
vanaugh received lhe 1997 Creighton University School of Law Alumni Merit
Award.2a

Positions of Federal Leadership

Christopher A. Mclean, BSBA80, JD'82, born in Omaha in 1958, joined
the staff of Senator J. James Exon as a legislative assistant and earned an LL.M.
at Georgetown in 1985. When Exon retired in 1996, Mclean joined Senator
Robert Kerrey's staff. In 1998 Mclean was appointed deputy administrator of
the Department of Agriculture's Rural Utilities Service. In 2000 President Clin-
ton nominated him to head the service, an agency with a $42 billion portfo-
lio. Nebraska Senator George Norris had created the service in 1935, and Sen-

ator Exon had preserved the agency from budget cuts during the Reagan and
Bush administrations. According to Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman,
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Mclean was dedicated to ensuring "that rural America is not left behind as we

advance into the information age."

John L. McKa¡ Jr., JD'82, came from a Creighton family. His father com-
pleted a medical degree in 1951, his mother a nursing degree in 1950, his

brothers Michael and William law degrees ín 1976 and 1987, John, a litigator
in the Seattle firm Cairncross & Hemplemann, housed in the seventy-six-story

Columbia Center, received a White House Fellowship in 1990-91. His inter-
est in pro bono services led him in 1995-96 to chair the Washington State

Equal Access Coalition, advocates for government-funded legal assistance for
the poor. The Washington State Bar Association named him Pro Bono Lawyer

of the Year for his advocacy of indigent clients. National recognition came in
1997 with his appointment as president of the Legal Services Corporation, a
nonprofit agency with296 offices in fifty states. President George W. Bush ap-

pointed him as U.S. attorney for Western Washington, a position to which his

brother, Michael McKa¡ had been appointed by President George H. W. Bush

in 1989. The district, with fifty-six assistant attorneys and a population of 4.4

million, covered nineteen counties. In 2001 john McKay delivered the TePoel

Lecture, "Legal Services for the Poor and the First Amendment aîIer Velazquez

v. LSCI'He wrote "A Federal Prosecutor's Pursuit of Justice," appearing in the

spring 2002 issue of Human Righ*.

Student Activities

The Ahmanson Law Center accommodated the proliferation of student or-
ganizations supporting the educational process through programs offering
participation, competition, challenge, leadership, travel, and public acclaim.

The 1998-2000 Law School Bulletin listing of student organizations reveals

the growth of both student diversity and student interests:

Client Counseling and Negotiations Board
Creighton Federalist Society

Creighton Law and Business Society

Creighton Society of International Law

Creighton Student Chapter of the American Trial Lawyers

Association
Creighton University Black Law Students Association (BLSA)

Criminal Law Society
Domestic Moot Court Board

Environmental Law Society
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Health Law Association
Intellectual Property Law Society
International Law Moot Court Board
Latino Law Students Association
Law Ambassadors

Law Partners (formerly Law Wives)
Law School Democrats
Law School Republicans
Law Student Division of the American Bar Association
Phi Alpha Delta
Phi Delta Phi
Public Interest Law Forum
Student Bar Association
University Student Board of Governors (SBG)

Women's Law Student Association

Groups with less permanent campus existence include the J. Reuben Clark
Law Societ¡ Ecological Law Societ¡ Nebraska Civil Liberties lJnion, Praetor,
and the Sports and Entertainment Law Society.

Education combined with leisure time socializing. Dances, keggers, watch-
ing sports, playing golf, and barbecues filled the calendar. The desire for live
music was a constant. Victor Gutman, ID'78, a festival promoter and impre-
sario, formed Vic Gutman & Associates, a community development company
specializing in arts and human services. Fund-raising projects, Habitat for Hu-
manit¡ Pantr¡ and Rescue Mission provided extracurricular opportunities
for social action.

The opening of the Ahmanson Law Center on the eastern edge of campus
further distanced the professional school from the main campus. In 1984 Stu-
dent Bar Association President Jack Dike discussed the problem with Dr. Iohn
C. Cernech, vice president for student services. "It's a problem that keeps re-
curring on campus," Dike said. "Given the economic situation of most stu-
dents, the budgeting process is something given more priority and attention
than most people think." Dike did not think the Student Board of Governors
was empathetic toward the professional students.zs The following year Eileen
Lieben, associate vice president for student services and dean of women, said
"every three years or so, the question arises about the relationship between the
professional schools and SBG."26
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Part-time Program and Multiple Careers

Creighton had surrendered its ability to serve part-time worhng students

when the night school closed in the mid-1920s. Some mature and second-ca-

reer students managed to accomplish the three-year, full-time program. In
1927, Dr. Lawrence W. Crumbaugh, a successful veterinarian with a "craving

for legal knowledge," enrolled as a freshman. He said, "At no age should men

become inactive nor lose ambition." He received his law degree in 1929 and
practiced law and veterinary medicine until he died in 1950 at the age of sixty-

eight. In 1960, forty-eight-year-old Robert T. Fortune, father of six, gradu-

ated. He stated, "I always wanted to study law, but after graduation from Notre
Dame 25 years ago we simply couldn't afford it," adding that his wife earned

a P.H.T., "That stands for'Pushed Him Throughl "27 An informal part-time
program existed for a select few. Newspaper reporter turned teacher David A.

Haberman, in the Department of fournalism, for example, eked out the re-

quired hours between 1957 and 1964.

In 1983 the Long-Range Planning Committee investigated a part-time pro-

gram in part as a contingency plan should full-time enrollment drop danger-

ously.28 In 1985 the law school introduced a formal part-time program that al-

lowed students up to six years to complete their class work. Dean Shkolnick made

it clear that "we're not trying to start a night school, though." We are "trying to
fit classes into the student's schedule." The law was an open profession: "We don't

like to exclude people from a chance at law school." The new program would
"reach people who would like to study law but, because of family and job com-

mitments, are unable to attend classes on a full-time basis." In the late 1980s the

admissions committee reviewed about a dozen applications and admitted no

more than six candidates per year. Their LSAI scores and ages were slightly
higher than those of the general student body; for example, the six students in-
augurating the part-time program ranged in age from twenty-seven to forty, The

Association of American Law Schools did not oppose the part-time program.

These non-traditional students ran the gamut of experiences. For women

who had been consigned to nursing or teaching, the law offered new oppor-
tunities for growth. Air Force officers, psychologists, law enforcement ofÊcers,

business owners, and railroad administrators also took advantage of
Creighton's expanded capacity. With spouses and young children, these full-
time workers, business owners, and professionals coordinated their activities

around the law school's daytime program of classes. As one student noted,

"The secret is that you have to be ver¡ very organized and you have to be able

to set your priorities very firmly'' Many of the students initially planned to
apply their legal training to enhance their employment skills and opportuni-
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ties. Professor Barbara Pearlman Green noted, however, the transformative
power of the law courses: "A lot of them discover how truly fascinating the law
is and then they decided to go into practice." Some part-time students man-
aged to transfer into the three-year curriculum.

In an age of increasing specialization and rising levels of professional cer-
tification, a number of students earned law degrees and masters in business

administration, and a select few students with exceptional talent, energ¡ and
ambition, as well as a love for schoolwork, excelled in combining the profes-
sions of law and medicine. While this phenomena appeared sporadically
throughout the twentieth centur¡2e it became remarkably noticeable in the
latter part of the century and included for example |oseph M. Acierno, BS'83,

MD'87, ID'93, James R. Brown, MD'7I, ID'77, Daniel B. Cullan, ID'70,
MD'82, Samuel K. Cullan, ID'82, MD'87, Iohn D. Dunn, B5'67, MD'71,
ID'79,Ionathan G. Leong, JD'82, MD'92,Palrick M. Lynch, JD'75, MD'83,
and Matthew J. Severin, BS'55, M460, JD'86, who also holds a doctorate in
the health caÍe area, among others. Craig Mallak, ID'85, earned his MD in
1989 and in 2004 served as chief forensic pathologist for the U.S. Armed
Forces. Specialization and intellectual concentration create an increasingly ed-
ucationally diverse student body. Accomplished nurses, teachers, physicians,
pharmacists, law enforcement officials, accountants, athletes, writers, busi-
ness people, and academics with doctorates in criminal justice, psycholog¡
histor¡ business administration, political science, and journalism see legal ed-

ucation as a way to enhance analysis and career.

Dean Shkolnick Returns to Teaching

Dean Shkolnick was the frrst dean to serve under the new democratic custom
of a ten-year term.30 He had no pretentious or flamboyant goals, rather he sought
to balance competing interests and produce graduates who would be a credit to
the school and profession.3r He oversaw a dramatic change in the student gen-

der ratio. As his tenure ended, he surveyed his twenty-six years at Creighton,
identifying essential continuities and dramatic changes. Pedagogy remained rel-
atively stable - "The study of cases is our primary method of teaching students
to analyze and read the law as it relates to specifrc situations."32 Yet he observed,
"many things have changed in legal education." In 1961 there had been a single
moot court program. By 1986 moot court encompassed the Jessup International
Moot Court Program, Midwest Moot Court, the American Bar Association
Moot Court Competition, the Frederick Douglass Competition, the American
Tiial Lawyers Association Tiial Competition, and the Client Counseling Com-
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petition. Moreover, Creighton, no longer a "streetcar schoolj'attracted students

from Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, South

Dakota, and Washington. The freshman class came from eighty-eight colleges

and universities. During the dean's final year, in addition to the full-time teach-

ing staff, the university employed eighteen judges and practitioners; sixteen more

practitioners taught Legal Research and Writing to first-year students.33

Dean Shkolnick stepped down and resumed teaching. He reminisced again

in 1990 through the pen of Richard Shugrue and in his own voice in the

Creighton Løwyer. The law school in the 1960s, he recalled, had few classrooms

and only one small lounge; the faculty shared a single telephone and they
scrambled for assistance from one secretary. Shkolnick, a committed Jew, felt
at ease at Creighton. "I have a greal deal of respect for the ]esuits'compassion,
their mission, and their intellectual ability." Their only expectation of me is

that I "live in a moral fashion." The "biggest noticeable change," he remarked,
"is the number of women in the class. Other than that, I think really there has

not been a great deal of change."r+ His wife, Lois, upon marriage had given

up her plans for medical school, considered a normal sacrifice in the early

1960s, although certainly not later in the century.

In 1964 there were three women in a class of ll7 students. In 1972 eighty-

one women enrolled in dentistr¡ law, medicine, and pharmacy. That num-
ber stood at276 ín 1978. In 1976 fwenty-six women graduated in a class that
included over two hundred men. In 1978 25 percent of the law senior class

was female. In 1987 women comprised half of the full-time undergraduate en-

rollment and rose to 60 percentby l992.zs By 1997, 43 per cent of Creighton's

law students were women.

Kathryn Boe, a devoted student of Shkolnick, recalled that the dean warned

us "not to forget the common sense which we had-hopefully-developed
before walking into Ahmanson Law Center." The Rodney and Lois Shkolnick
Scholarship was established in 1987. Lois Shkolnick died in 2004. Dean Emer-

itus Shkolnick, retired from full-time teaching in 2000, continued to teach
part-time and retains his customary popularity with the students.
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