
CHAPTER 9

Confronting the lnformation Age:
Lawrence Rafu l, 1 9BB -1999

A law school is composed of students, faculty and a library; an excellent
law school is composed of highly qualified, diverse, and mature students;
dedicated, talented and productive faculty; and a strong, comprehensive,
balanced, efficient law library. The best way to understand the needs and
goals of the Creighton University School of Law is to start with the above
formula, basic as it may appeaL

Dean Lawrence Raful, May 1991

Larry Raful, |ewish, an ethicist, and schooled in law schoolJaw community
relations at the University of Southern California, attempted to raise the profile
of the law school locally and nationally, and simultaneously increase the school's
financial foundation. The law school infrastructure was over ten years old. Due
to rapid changes in technology and competition from other law schools, state of
the art pedagogy and facilities in 1974 were, by 1988, in need of modification
and updating. Bringing the library into the information age and expanding its
capacity stood at the head of the agenda.

Dean Lawrence Raful

Lawrence Raful earned his undergraduate degree at the University of Cal-
ifornia at San Diego in 1972 and his law degree at the University of Denver
College of Law in 1975. He taught Professional Responsibility at the Univer-
sity of Southern California Law Center and served as associate dean in charge
of admissions, financial aid, registration, placement, and student counseling.

Raful's skills included communication, fund-raising, planning, and intro-
ducing new programs. He expanded The Creighton Lawyer, stating that "our
job in this publication is to tell our story, tell the story of the Creighton Law
School of today, and our hopes and dreams for the school of tomorrow" Ac-
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cording to Raful, in 1988 the law school was "better than its reputation," and
"is better than people know, so part of it is just telling the story."l

Between 1991 and 2001 Creighton established several donor categories:

Dean's Club, Sponsors, Associates, Matching Gifts or Charitable Contribution
Participants,2 Founder's Circle, Creighton Societ¡ and Jesuit Circle. Contri-
butions increased from $60,395 in 1989-90 to $206,963 in 1995-96.
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Figure 69: Law School Annual Fund Crowth. Source: Fall 1996 Creighton
Lawyer.3

It is remarkable that two dean selection committees, in 1977 and 1988,

composed of faculty members, students, local practitioners, judges, and |e-
suit administrators, would each select Jews to lead Creighton Law School.a

When Dean Raful arrived at Creighton in 1988, the Reverend JackZuercher,
"assistant dean for perspective" and chaplain from 1983 to 1995, advised him,
"Bring your faith to work with you."s Dean Raful, the son of a U.S. Air Force

Academy teacher and a Hungarian Holocaust survivor, increased Jewish visi-
bility as he related the Hebrew Bible to human rights, ethics, and spirituality.
For example, his article "Exceptions" examined Jewish observance of the Sab-

bath and rules governing confrdentiality between attorney and client.6

Milton R. Abrahams and the Legal Clinic

The grandfather of Milton Abrahams, LLB'27, came to Omaha in 1867.

Milt, born in Omaha in 1905, graduated from Central High School in 1922.

His father's furniture and carpet business did not interest him. As an under-
graduate, he edited the Creightonian, a job he fondly recalled that landed him
in trouble: "I wrote an editorial that, let's sa¡ wasn't what the administration
wanted to hear." Active in the Varsity Debate Squad and the Oratorical Soci-

et¡ he tested his forensic skills on the topic of the United States' entrance into
the League of Nations, and "Resolved, That the action of the states in reject-
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ing the twentieth amendment [federalizing child labor legislation] to the con-

stitution was unwise." He resigned as president of the German Club in 1926

"due to the pressure of outside activities."

Over sixty years later he recorded his recollections in "Starting aLaw Practice

ín 1927I'Upon graduation, he rejected a fifty-dollar-a-month offer as a law firm
messenger and struck out into private practice with Richard O'Connor, turning
shaþ personal injury claims into plaintiffvictories. They opened an office in the
Peters Tiust Building and later moved to the Brandeis Theater Building.

In 1930 Abrahams outlined the new workmen's compensation law before

the Barristers Club. During the Depression he successfully represented a group
of employees who had contracted lead poisoning. His shift to representing

businesses turned him from short-term, one-time relationships to long-term
business clients. When the partnership with O'Connor dissolved, Abrahams

went into partnership with Ben Kaslow (Kaslowsky), BAÌ29, LLB'31.
Public service ran deep in Abrahams's veins. He and Henry Monsky were

active in B'nai B'rith. He met his future wife, Pauline, at a B'nai B'rith con-
vention in Milwaukee.In 1942 Abrahams chaired the Omaha United Service

Organization (USO). He served as president of Temple Israel and the Omaha

Jewish Federation. Elected to the Omaha School Board in 1954 and active in
the Chamber of Commerce, he chaired the Citizens Advisory Committee on
Education. He provided the early $50,000 donation to get the downtown W.

Dale Clarke Library project underway. In 1988 the city named a new library
on North 90th Street the Milton R. Abrahams Branch Library. Creighton's
Practicing Bar Library is also named in his honor. His 1994 donation provided
for annual law school scholarships.

Milton Abrahams had a magnetic personality. Clients sought his advice on
charitable bequests. He received many honors, including being named the
Omaha Jewish Federation Humanitarian of the Year in 1989; the Nebraska
Chapter of the National Society for Fund Raising Executives Philanthropist of
the Year in 1994; and the United Way of the Midlands Citizen of the Year in
1996. He entered the Omaha Business Hall of Fame in 1999.

Perhaps Abrahams is best remembered by the campus legal aid clinic that
bears his name. Although most modern law schools provided legal practice
clinics for third-year students, Creighton's May 1991 self-study baldly reported
that "Creighton University School of Law does not have any in house clinics."
In 1992, a $75,000 Lozier Foundation donation and a matching U.S. Depart-
ment of Education grant offered the prospect of a permanent legal clinic.
Catherine Mahern joined the faculty in 1992 as the clinic's director. She had

earned a B.S. in Forestry at Purdue University in 1975, graduated from Indi-
ana University School of Law in 1980, and taught environmental law and pol-
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Figure 70: Eddie Shafton, Milton Abrahams, and Lawrence Raful, 1997. Photo
Courtesy of Larry Raful.

icy at the Purdue University School of Forestry. She worked for Legal Aid Cor-
poration of Tippecanoe County, Lafayette, Indiana. The Thurgood Marshall
School of Law at Texas Southern University appointed her director of its eld-
erly law clinic.

Creighton revived its legal clinic on lanuary ll, 1993. By May 1995, sev-

enty third-year students had served 280 low-income, non-fee-generating
clients. With an additional Lozier Foundation donation of $t million to honor
Abrahams, the Milton R. Abrahams Legal Clinic opened in March 1999. A
second $1 million charitable lead trust, from Connie Kearne¡ JD'87, and Lee

Kearney endowed the directorship of the clinic.T Professor Mahern, the holder
of the Connie Kearney Chair in Clinical Legal Education, obtained grants for
the clinic from such agencies as the Nebraska Commission on Public Advo-
cacy. Gifts and grants furthered the jesuit mission of helping those in need

and enhancing students'skills. In 2002 Mahern sat on the Nebraska Supreme
Courl Pro Se Litigation Committee, which investigated issues encountered by
self-represented litigants. She received the Robert M. Spire Award in 2002. In
2001 Nicole Neesen, ID'91, a bilingual legal clinic staff attorne¡ opened an

ofÊce in South Omaha's Juan Diego Center.
Milton Abrahams died in 2000 at the age of ninety-four. Catherine Mah-

ern, director of the clinic named after him, said, "To know Milt was to love
him. He was a wonderful man known for his knowledge, his kindness and his
personality'' Professor Eileen Wirth, chair of fournalism and Mass Commu-
nications, said, "Milt was Creighton's most vocal and distinguished alum. He
was very active in soliciting other donors."
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Robert M. Spire and the lnternship Program

Robert M. Spire, though not a Creighton graduate, generously mentored
Creighton law students. His father, Clarence T. Spier (the family later changed
the spelling to Spire), was an attorney. Bob, a GI twice wounded in the Philip-
pines during World War II, recalled when his daughter |essie went to law
school: "Jessie, when I was in law school, I was so glad to have a dry place to
sleep where I wasn't being shot at, that the classroom seemed fine to me." Jessie
responded, "I guess fifty pages of Constitutional Law isn't so bad."s Robert
Spire attended the Juilliard School of Music in New York,e Harvard Univer-
sit¡ and Harvard University Law School. He attended Creighton and Omaha
University night schools to become a certified public accountant.

As a member of the University of Omaha Board of Regents, Spire presided
over the 1968 merger with the University of Nebraska. He sat on the boards
of the Urban League, the University of Nebraska Foundation , and, from 1971.

to 1979, the Legal Aid Society, serving as its president for three years. He was
president of the Omaha Bar Association in L978 and of Nebraska Continuing
Legal Education in 1979. During his Nebraska State Bar Association (NSBA)
presidency in 1982, he established the statewide pro bono Lawyer Referral Ser-
vice, and arranged for the eminent civil rights leader, Eleanor Holmes Nor-
ton, to speak at the bar association's annual meeting. In 1985 the NSBA hon-
ored Spire by establishing the annual Robert M. Spire Pro Bono Award.

In 1985 Democratic governor Robert Kerrey appointed Spire, a Republi-
can, attorney general in the wake of the scandal surrounding Nebraska attor-
ney general Paul L. Douglas's handling of the Commonwealth Savings Com-
pany insolvency. Spire won the position in the 1986 election and served until
1990. He headed Governor Kerrey's special task force on Christian schools and
the governor's Citizen Commission for the Study of Higher Education in Ne-
braska. ln 1992, when longtime NSBA director Tþd Dillow died in a car crash,
Spire took over as interim executive director.

In 1994 Creighton announced Spire's appointment as clinical professor of
law and director of the law school internship program. This was not to be: the
multitalented, charismatic Spire died at the age of sixty-eight following heart
bypass surgery. His law partner, Alfred G. Ellick, stated that Spire "had a re-
markable talent for instilling confidence in himself in the minds of his clients."
Ellick added, "He had some strong views about the evils of discrimination and
unfair treatment of minorities."l0 Omaha Bar Association president David S.

Houghton eulogized, "every person Bob knew believed they had a friend, a

supporter and a helper whenever needed."l1 At a memorial service, Creighton
changed the name of the internship program to honor Spire. In 1996 Judge
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Lyle Strom, BÄ50, JD'53, retired from active service, took senior status, and
joined the Creighton faculty as the director of the Robert M. Spire Internship
Program.

Faculty Diversity-Raneta J. Lawson Mack

Ethnic diversity among faculty and students proved harder to achieve than

gender equity. Hiring minority faculty was a priority. The 1995 inspectors

noted that three "persons of color" had been offered faculty appointments since

1991; none had accepted. Qualified minority scholars were in high demand.

Raneta ]. Lawson Mack, an African American born in 1963 in Chicago,

earned her bachelor ofarts degree in political science, cum laude, at the Uni-
versity of Toledo. She graduated cum laude from the University of Toledo Col-
lege of Law in 1988 and practiced in Denver. She came to Creighton in 1991

under the president's minority faculty initiative to teach Marriage and Divorce,

Criminal Law \Mhite-Collar Crime, Legal Interviewing, Negotiation, and

Counseling. An active scholar, her articles on race theor¡ white-collar crime,
and children's rights appeared in the Howard Løw Journø\, Arizona State Løw

Journal, St. Thomas Law Review, and Thurgood Marshall Law Review. She pub-

lished ,4 Layperson's Guide to Criminøl Law in 1999 and The Digitøl Divide:
Standing at the Intersection of Race ønd Technology in 2001.

In 2003 Mack collaborated with Michael J. Kelly to write "The War on Ter-

ror: Assaulting Democracy at Home?" for Creighton Magazine, provoking un-
precedented, polarized letters to the editor, of which eight were púnted. Equal

lustice in the Bølønce: Assessing Americø's Legøl Responses to the Emerging Ter-

rorist Threat, also written with Kell¡ was published by the University of Michi-
gan Press in 2004. It provided "an exacting look at American legal responses

to terrorism, both before and after 9llll'

Cender and Faculty Appointments

Six of the seven faculty members hired during Dean Raful's term were

women; they taught and researched hitherto overlooked or deemphasized sub-

jects such as children's rights and the vulnerability of debtors in bankruptcy.
Michaela M. White, BAi76,lD'79, born in 1952 in Columbus, Nebraska,

clerked for judge Donald R. Ross at the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals and

for Minnesota Supreme Court justice Fallon Kelly. After a stint in private prac-

tice, White moved to the Nebraska attorney general's office. She joined the
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faculty of the McGeorge School of Law at Sacramento's University of the Pa-

cific in 1984. She returned to Creighton in 1990 to teach Debtor-Creditor Re-

lations, various commercial courses, and Torts. White is also on the National

Judicial College faculty in Reno, Nevada, where she educates the judiciary on
the effects of bankruptcy on state court actions.

Catherine M. Brooks, born in 1956 in New York, received her bachelor's
degree at Thomas More College of Fordham University in 1977, an M.A. in
political science from Fordham, and a law degree from the University of Vir-
ginia School of Law in 1980. She taught at Seton Hall University School of
Law where she headed the children's rights clinic. Her expertise in this area

gained her an invitation to attend the 1989 International Conference on the
Rights of the Child in Beijing, China. She arrived at Creighton in 1990. Her
publications focus on children's rights, abuse, the Indian Child Welfare Act,
and legal procedure. In 1996 she cofounded with psychology professor Nancy
E. Walker Creighton's Center for the Study of Children's Issues. In 1998 she

coauthored with Walker and Lawrence S. Wrightsman Children's Rights in the

United Støtes: In Seørch of ø National Policy. She also produced legal guides for
Iowa and Nebraska mental health professionals.

In 1991 Angela Grace Smith Alder, JD'88, a former Cathedral High School
teacher, graduated first in her law school class, became the first director of
Creighton's Legal Writing program. She left in 1993 to earn a master of laws

at Harvard Law School. She subsequently held academic positions at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska, Kent State University and Mount Union College in Al-
liance, Ohio. Her successor as director of the Legal Writing Program at
Creighton was Nancy Lawler Dickhute, P.R74, JD'84, who was born in 1952
in Des Moines, Iowa. She clerked for Nebraska Supreme Court justice Leslie
Boslaugh and went into private practice. Dickhute taught Legal Writing,
Lawyering Skills, and Advanced Writing Seminar. Her articles on legal writ-
ing have appeared in Nebraska Lawyer with whimsical titles such as "Just the
Facts, Ma'am," "From Love Letters to Contracts, Punctuation Matters," and
"Purging Our Prose of Pronoun Problems."l2 She wrote The Legal Issue of Reøl

Estate kansøctions in Nebraska with her husband, Mark S. Dickhute, 8,{80,
JD'83.

Sarah E. Rudolph, born in Lincoln in 1966, earned her bachelor of arts
cum laude at the University of Puget Sound in 1986 and her law degree cum
laude in 1994 from the University of Chicago, where she edited the University
of Chicøgo Legøl Forum. Her father was a professor at the University of Ne-
braska College of Law. She clerked in the Ninth Circuit for |udge Eugene A.
Wright. Rudolph published "Blackstone's Vision of Alternative Dispute Reso-

lution" in the Memphis State University Løw Reyiew in 1992. Arriving at
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Creighton in 1994, she taught Alternative Dispute Resolution, Torts, Admin-
istrative Law and Remedies. She subsequently taught at the University of Ok-
lahoma College of Law and Ohio State University College of Law.

Edward A. Morse, born in 1962 tn Council Bluffs into a family with farm-
ing roots, earned his bachelor of science in business administration at Drake

University summa cum laude in 1985 and his law degree cum laude from the

University of Michigan Law School in 1988. He clerked for Deanell R. Tacha

at the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals in Lawrence, Kansas. An adjunct pro-
fessor of law at Emory University School of Law and a certified public ac-

countant, Morse came to Creighton in 1994 to teach Estate Planning, and Fed-

eral and State Täxation. His repertoire expanded to include Business

Administration, and Legal Issues in E-Commerce. He has published in sev-

eral law reviews. In 2001 he assumed the responsibility of associate dean for
academic affairs.

Creighton, a Bankruptcy Policy Center

The hiring of Michaela White in 1990 expanded the Creighton law faculty
to two full-time professors engaged in debtor-creditor law. Professors Marianne

Culhane and White collaborated on several projects funded by the Nebraska Bar

Association, the National Conference of Bankruptryfudges Endowment for Ed-

ucation, and the American Institute of Bankruptcy Endowment Fund. The

fruits of this joint effort include "But Can She Keep the Car? Thoughts on Col-

lateral Retention in Consumer Chapter 7 Cases" in the Fordham lournøl of Cor-
porate ønd Finøncial Law (2002), "Debt After Discharge: An Empirical Study of
Reaffirmation" in the American Bankruptcy Law Journøl (1999), and "Täking

the New Consumer Bankruptcy Model for a Test Drive: Means Testing Real

Chapter 7 Debtors" in the American Bankruptcy Institute Law Review (1999).

Culhane and White have shared their research with the Creighton community
inWindow (1999) and with the Nebraska bar in "some Reaffirmation FAQs" in
the Nebrøskq Løwyer (2001). Culhane gave testimony on means-testing before

the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on the Judiciary in March 1999.

In 2000 Culhane collaborated with Karen Gross, of the NewYork Law School,

author of Føilure and Forgiveness: Rebølancing the Bønkruptcy System (1997), in
the area of consumer financial services litigation, surveying recent consumer

bankruptcy developments.13 During critical periods in "reforming" the bank-

ruptcy code from 2001 through 2003, Culhane and White collaborated with
Gross, Nanry Rapaport, Dean of the University of Nebraska College of Law from
1998 to 2000, and the most prominent debtor's rights advocate, Elizabeth War-
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FigureTl: Marianne Culhane and Michaela White, 1998. Courtesy American
Bankruptcy lnstitute.

ren of Harvard.la They examined the disproportionate impact of "reform" and
"means testing" on families, especially single women and mothers, who by 1994
had become the majority of bankruptcy frlers in Nebraska and the United
States.ls

Professor White regularly presents seminars for continuing legal education
(CLE) on the intersection of divorce, spousal and child support, and bank-
ruptcy, as well as Chapter 13 issues at bar conferences, conferences for bank-
ruptcy and family law attorneys, and the National iudicial College in Reno.

She contributed "Alice's Adventures in Bankruptcy" to the Creighton Lawyer
(1994). In 1996 she lectured to commercial law court judges of Kazakhstan
and Kyrgystan, provinces of the former Soviet Union.

Several full-time faculty members have shown an interest in national bank-
ruptcy policy through publications and testimony. Teny M. Anderson ad-
dressed issues of adequate protection, opportunity cost, and debt under
547(C)(2) of the Bankruptcy Code. G. Michael Fenner spoke on the use of
inadmissible hearsay evidence in bankruptcy court, presenting "Trial by Affi-
davit in Bankruptcy Court" to the Eighth Circuit Bankruptcy Judges'Confer-
ence in 1998. Dean Borchers wrote on "Choice of Law Relative to Security In-
terests and Other Liens in International Bankruptcies" in 1998. R. Collin
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Mangrum focused on the intersection of tithing, religious freedom, and bank-

ruptcy, an issue also assayed by alumnus Oliver B. Pollak, JD'82. ln 1987,

while at the University of Michigan, Edward Morse published "Mediation in
Debtor/Creditor Relationships" in the University of Michigan Journøl of Løw

Reform. Craig Dallon, who joined the Creighton faculty in 2000, published
"Comment: Chapter 11 Bankruptcy: Is a Consumer Debtor Eligible?" in the

Brigham Young University Law Review (1990).

Alumni David G. Hicks and Pollak successfully advocated changes in Ne-

braska's homestead exemption statutes but were less successful in the area of
student loan dischargeability.t6 Steven C. Turner, JD'76, has given numerous
CLE presentations in Nebraska and Iowa, updating practitioners on recent

case law, especially the Uniform Commercial Code. In 1999 Turner was elected

to the American Bankruptcy Institute's board of directors.

A. A. and Ethel Yossem Chair in Legal Ethics

The last quarter of the twentieth centur¡ filled with widely publicized po-
litical scandals and financial corruption, constituted a watershed in teaching

ethics in American universities. In 1974 the law school, "inspired" by Water-

gate, again required students to take legal ethics. In 1976 the College of Arts
and Sciences required students to take six hours of courses meeting "values con-

sciousness" criteria. In 1980 the College of Business Administration required
students to take courses in business ethics. Dr. Charles Dougherty in 1988 be-

came the director of the new Center for Health Policy and Ethics. A. A. Yossem's

contribution dramatized Creighton's commitment to the pedagogy of ethics.

A. A. Yossem, born in Minsk, Russia, in 1900, grew up in Lincoln, Ne-

braska, and married Ethel Namen from Council Bluffs. Moving to Omaha, he

went into the grocery business, served as a health inspector, and amassed

wealth through real estate investments. Yossem's father, a traveling salesman,

instilled in his son a life lesson in business ethics: "You enter this world with
nothing and you leave with nothing, but your name will be remembered:

good, bad or indifferent-make sure it is the former."
The Yossems endowed a $1 million chair, the law school's first, in legal

ethics in memory of their parents and their son.17 The inaugural holder of the

chair, foseph Allegretti, stated, "I'm particularly interested in the relationship
between Christian ethics and professional ethics, both in law and medicine.

What does it mean to be a good lawyer and a good person?"r8

The inaugural activities were accompanied by a series of faculty lectures

on ethics. Among the approximately thirty lectures were Richard Collin Man-
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FigureT2: Joseph Allegretti, A. A. and EthelYossem Chair in Legal Ethics, April
1991

grum's "Role Models for the Attorney: Lawyer as Friend and Being a Christ-
ian and a Lawyer"; Larry L. Teply's "Ethical Considerations in Negotiations";
Ronald R. Volkmer's "The Lawyer's Duty to Provide Public Service and the
Problems of the Indigent Client"; Barbara S. Green's "The American Rule of
Compensation of Attorneys and its Ethical Implication"; and Terry M. An-
derson's "Ethical Dilemmas of Representing Insolvent Debtors.r' Collin Man-
grum succeeded Allegretti as holder of the Yossem Chair in 1999. Scandals

associated with energy giant Enron and the accounting firm Arthur Ander-
sen in 2001, and WorldCom in 2002, promise that ethics and professional re-
sponsibility will remain ingrained in the curriculum.

The Face on the Bar Room Floor-
Eddie Shafton

Edward Shafton, LLB'30, was born in Omaha in 1908. His parents, Jewish
immigrants from the Ukraine, owned a small store. He attended Central High
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School and two years as a Creighton undergraduate. He recalled in a 1991 in-
terview with Dean Raful that there were sixty-nine students on the first day of
class. He was among the remaining twenty-nine who graduated. He went into
practice with eighty-year-old former New Mexico federal judge Ben S. Baker.

In 1932 Shafton represented Omaha "boss" Tom Dennison in a liquor case in-
volving ninety-nine conspirators on charges of violating Prohibition, an

eleven-week trial that ended in a mistrial.re
In the early 1930s he directed the Omaha Variety Club to raise money for

building children's hospitals and providing special vehicles for the disabled.

He served four years in the army counterintelligence corps in Europe, attached

to General George Patton's Third Army. He married Esther Morgan in 1947.

Shafton's interest in children's health care prompted Governor Victor An-
derson to appoint him to the Nebraska Advisory Hospital Council. He served

as director and trustee of Children's Memorial Hospital and director of the

Orthopedic Association and Rehabilitation Inc. Asked in 1956 how he found
time for civic service, he replied, "You don't work fifty hours a day but you
really work eight hours and don't horse around. Once you become interested

in handicapped and sick children, you find the time."
Eddie Shafton has been described as a behind-the-scenes operator who got

things done while avoiding public credit and recognition. He never ran for
public ofÊce, though he did chair the City of Omaha Personnel Board in 1959.

He was the confidant of politicians, in particular, A. V. Sorenson, who sat on
the Omaha City Council from 1957 to 1961 and served as mayor from 1965

to 1969. Sorenson and Shafton often joined forces in social causes, including
starting the Boys Club of Omaha. Shafton managed the trust that published
the mayor's biograph¡ written by University of Nebraska at Omaha historian
Harl Dalstrom.2o

The Omaha Press Club honored Shafton, its general counsel from 1969 to
1.993, by including him in its longstanding tradition, a caricature painted on
the Press Club floor, "The Face on the Barroom Floor." Eddie "retired" in 1994

and joined the local affiliate of the National Executive Service Corps, a non-
proflt organization staffed by experienced retirees who advised nonprofit cor-
porations, as director and secretary. Eddie died in 2000 at the age of ninety-
two.

1991 Self-Study and 1995 Visitation

Self-studies and visiting inspectors were normal, and predictable, if at times

onerous and tiresome. Dean Raful noted that "the process is a great deal of
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work, and takes tremendous time and energy to marshal resources for a suc-
cessful experience."2l Faculty members, administrators, and visitors reviewed
masses of statistical information as well as discursive written and oral com-
mentary. They asked hard questions and made suggestions that were ignored,
pondered, or implemented.

The May l99l self-study listed eight "strengths," thirteen "weaknesses,"

seven "opportunities," and six "threats." Weaknesses included the law school's
reputation not being as strong as the university's reputation, the lack of mi-
nority faculty members, and the need for more diversity among the student
body. Opportunities included further improving the law library and creating
alegal clinic. The University of Nebraska's lower tuition posed a threat.

The November 1995 ABA/AALS seven-member visitation team included
two deans and four women. Dean Roger J. Dennis of Rutgers University Law
School-Camden led the group. fayne W. Barnard, vice dean of the College of
William and Mary School of Law, prepared the summarian's report, describ-
ing Creighton law school in quantitative and qualitative terms. During
1994-95 revenue was $7,742,536 and expenses were $7,746,057. The law
school endowment stood at $9,662,595 with an estimated annual income of
$350,903. The university had a quasi endowment of $92,942,000. First-year
law tuition had increased 107 percent from 1987-88 to 1995-96.

The law school had twenty-five full-time faculty members, nine adjuncts,
and thirty part-time instructors. Twenty percent of the twenty tenured faculty
were women. The student-faculty ratio in 1994-95 was 20.5:1. The reduction
in size ofthe flrst-year class in 1995 lowered the student-faculty ratio to 19:1,

with anticipated further reduction to 17:l as the first-year classes stabilized
between 150 and 160. The inspectors concluded that the "new, smaller
Creighton Law School" had several challenges and opportunities.

Creighton, essentially and primarily a teaching institution, the report noted,
"sees its mission as being good teachers and mentors. They emphasize this role
in the self-study where they report that 'faculty members, without exception,
enjoy teaching; [we] are committed to teaching and [are] quite strong in that re-
gard."'However, this self-perception may have contributed to what the visitors
saw as a casual scholarly posture. They found that "scholarly production is

mixed," with too little publishing, especially beyond the region. The visitors sug-
gested that "a senior faculty associate dean position [be] devoted to promoting
scholarship." It was important that the faculty"accept the notion that the school's
goal of becoming a strong regional school cannot be reached unless its scholarly
profile is increased."22 While publication inthe Creighton Law Review provides a

great service to the Nebraska bar, "many of the topics on which the facultywrites
about in that journal could also be converted to articles for a wider audience."
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African American Lawyers and the

Judge Elizabeth D. Pittman Award

Affirmative action, novel to Dean Frankino in 1972, became institutional-
ized. The 1991 self-study reported, "In the spirit of Affirmative Action, the

Law School has had a vigorous minority recruitment program," adding, "In
each of the three current classes, there are seven minority students who are

on full scholarship plus living stipend." The movement to recruit minorities
was not without difficulties, most of which derived from financing efforts:

The number of minority applicants who enroll remains quite constant

with a low of 11 in 1985 and a high of 20 in 1989. This is somewhat

disappointing because of the effort put into minority recruitment. If
more dollars could be made available for minority scholarships, the

numbers could be increased. The number of women also remains

relatively constant. No specific efforts are made to recruit women
students.

In 1990 there were eighteen black, fourteen Hispanic, and eleven Asian students.

By 1991 minority and white students voluntarily formed two-person teams

for moot court and client counseling competition. "Even five years agol'the
report claims, "this would not have happened; Blacks would have teamed with
Blacks; Latinos with Latinos."

In 1998 Creighton instituted an award to honor ludge Elizabeth D. Pittman,
their first African American law graduate, on the fiftieth anniversary of her re-

ceiving her degree. The Honorable Edna R. Atkins, ID'70, a Central High School

and University of Nebraska at Omaha graduate, received the flrst award. She

had been deputy director of the Legal Aid Society of Omaha and entered pri-
vate practice in 1982. Governor Benjamin Nelson appointed her to the County
Court bench in 1992. The second awardee, Fredrick H. Bates, JD'83, a Mar-
quette University undergraduate, clerked for Judge Donald Ross at the Eighth
Circuit Court of Appeals. In 1987 he cochaired the Committèe on Minorities in
the Large Law Firms in Chicago. He was elected president of the Cook County
Bar Association in 1996. The 2001 award went to Marlon A. Polk, JD'91 (his

wife, Ioan Jackson Polk, earned her law degree in 1992). Marlon, founding part-

ner of Polk, Waldman & Wickman, was president of the Midlands Bar Associ-

ation in 2001. The local chapter had fifty members while the National Bar As-

sociation, the organization of African American lawyers, had 17,500 members.

Elizabeth D. Pittman actually inspired the 2002 recipient, Brenda Warren
Council, JD'77, who earned her B.S. degree in secondary education from the
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University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She was a four-term president of the Omaha
School Board, 1982 to 1993. In 1993 she became the second African Ameri-
can elected to the City Council. Fred Conle¡ ID'80, had been elected to that
position in 1981. She twice ran for mayor against Hal Daub with a strong
showing: in 1994 she drew 43 percent of the vote and lost in 1997 by 735

votes, with 49.1 percent of the vote. She worked for the National Labor Re-

lations Board, Union Pacific, and Kutak Rock, and in 2002 she joined Polk
Waldman Wickman & Council LLC. Her voluntary activities include the
YWCA, YMCA, Midlands Bar Association, and the Omaha Children's Mu-
seum. She was appointed a judge of the Commission of Industrial Relations
in 2000.

The 2003 recipient, Raymond S. McGaugh, 8N76, JD'84, earned his mas-

ter's in health administration from Georgia State University. He has been asso-

ciated with Kutak Rock and the Chicago international law firm Greenberg Tiau-
rig, cofounded a firm with Fredrick Bates, and later formed his own firm. He
was a member of the board of neutrals of the National Association of Securi-
ties Dealers Regulation Office of Dispute Resolution. Darryl R. Lowe, JD'84,
received the Pittman award in 2004. Governor Nelson appointed Lowe, a Dou-
glas County criminal prosecutor, to the Douglas County Court bench in 1998.

Women on the Bench

Ada Bittenbender, admitted in 1883 as Nebraska's first woman lawyer, ran
unsuccessfully for election to the Lancaster County bench and the Nebraska
Supreme Court. It would not be until the governorship of Democrat J. James
Exon in l97l rhú a woman donned the black robes of the judiciary.

The inclusion of women in the state and federal judiciary was long over-
due.23 Governor Exon in I97l appointed Elizabeth Pittman to the Omaha Mu-
nicipal Court bench and in 1972 appointed Betty Petersen Sharp of Nebraska
City as the frrst woman to the District Court bench, where she served until
her death in 1976. The Nebraska State Bar Association established a section
on Women and the Law in 1982.

By 2000 Democratic governors ). James Exon, Robert Kerre¡ and Ben-
jamin Nelson had appointed the majority of women judges to the count¡
district, appeals, and supreme courts as well as the Commission of Industrial
Relations. A slight majority of these appointments went to University of Ne-
braska law graduates.

The Nebraska Supreme Court in 1990 proposed a Gender Fairness Task
Force. It was approved by the state legislature, but Governor Kay Orr ve-
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toed it. The legislature provided $20,000 funding in 1991, but Governor
Nelson vetoed it. When finally approved the task force included thirteen
judges, twelve attorneys, and ten lay members. In 1992 the Nebraska State

Bar Association House of Delegates appropriated $15,000 to help fund a

Gender Fairness Task Force survey. The final report, appearing in Decem-

ber 1994, covered issues of civility and respect in court and bias in judicial
selection.

The Eighth Circuit Judicial Conference first considered gender issues in
1987. In 1993 the iudicial Conference appointed ludge Lyle Strom to head the

Gender Fairness Task Force to study and report on the role of gender as it af-

fects lawyers, litigants, judges, and employees. The task force consisted of
about thirty judges, lawyers, professors, and court personnel, including San-

dra L. Dougherty, JD'82 (who was also vice chair of the NSBA Judicial Re-

sources Task Force), and Cassie Strom, JD'82. Their final report ín 1997 re-
vealed general incivility that the courts and the practicing bar needed to
address.2a

After fudge Sharp's death in 1976, the district court, which hears divorce

and sexual assault cases, did not receive another woman judge until 1992,

when Governor Nelson appointed Mary Likes, 8465, JD'80. Judge Likes, a
political science and speech major, had taught history and government at

Bishop Neumann High School in Wahoo and was a caseworker for the Saun-

ders County Department of Welfare before returning to law school while rais-

ing two children in elementary school.

In 1998 Patricia A. Lambert¡ ID'79, was appointed to the District Court,
and Sandra Dougherty joined the bench in 1999. Their appointments suggest

a gender accomplishment on par with the achievement of suffrage. Upon the

elevation of iudge Lindsey Miller-Lerman, a Columbia University law gradu-

ate, from the Nebraska Appeals Court to the Nebraska Supreme Court in 1998,

Lancaster County Court judge Ianice L. Gradwohl, who earned her LL.B. in
1954 and was appointed to the bench by Governor Exon in 1974, stated that
"Much progress has been made in the last 150 years since the Seneca Falls Con-
ference (landmark women's rights conference)." But she called for continuing
vigilance, "We're getting closer to a more perfect union, but we must not quit
too soon."25

Library Expansion

Kay L. Andrus earned his master of library science and law degree in 1980

at Brigham Young University and held positions at Northwestern Law School
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in Chicago, Southern Illinois University Law School, Southern Methodist Uni-
versity School of Law, and Oklahoma City University School of Law before he

came to Creighton in 1990.26 He published in the area of legal research and
compiled bibliographies on air and space law in the Journal of Air Law and
Commerce. He wrote the chapter on "Administrative and Executive Research"
in the Research Guide to Nebraska Law.

The library's collection of treatises, reporters, texts, periodicals, gov-
ernment documents, microfilm, and online sources mounted inexorably.
Dean Shkolnick had expressed concern for library capacity as early as the
1981 self-study, when the 28,53S-square-foot structure, designed to hold
120,000 volumes, already contained 105,000. The inventory in 1983 was
110,742 volumes. The library declined many proposed gifts due to lack of
space.

The library expanded from 82,046 volumes and7,620 microforms in L975

to I27,996 volumes and29,013 microform volume equivalents in 1990 and
ranked l64th out of 176 law school libraries nationally in total collection size.

During this same time, the budget grew from $102,537 to $284,742 for library
materials and $216,127 to $640,972 for total law library expenditures.

By 1991 the library needed an additional fifty thousand square feet of li-
brary space. A February I99I Report on Spøce Needs at Creighton University
Law Library, drafted by Kay Andrus, proposed a balanced approach to the li-
brary expansion: "a well-designed, and properly furnished, law library ought
not sacrifice either functionality or aesthetics." The report called for increased
book and microform storage capacity, more group study areas, wired carrels
and tables, and better seating options. Increased and improved "people space"
was deemed as important as the need to double the existing book storage ca-
pacity. Durable straight-back chairs should replace the existing swaþacked
chairs, undersized carrels would be enlarged, and outdated tables would be
replaced.

In 1995 the library had a staff of about fourteen while the national norm
for libraries with 200,000 to 300,000 volumes was seventeen full-time staff. Li-
brary expenditures had "increased sharply over the past five years" to
$1,243,779 in 1995. The librar¡ 9l percent full, had 150 boxes of unprocessed
gift books in off-site storage. Students had inadequate access to the thirteen
computer terminals crowded into a single library room.

In May 1.992 Nley Poyner Architecture developed a plan to double the size

of the library.zT Theprojected cost of the library expansion declined from $4.5
to $3.5 million.2s Hopes that construction would begin in 1993 were frus-
trated; groundbreaking was delayed until May 1997. Donations ranged from
$10 to $500,000. Three major donors stepped forward: the McGrath North
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Mullin & Kratz law firm; Robert Ahmanson, son of Hayden Ahmanson and

president of the Ahmanson Foundation; and Dan Monen, son of Daniel J.

Monen, LLB'22. Dan had attended Creighton but finished his law degree at

Southern Methodist University.
The I975 Ahmanson Law Center had been built with the provision of con-

verting a portion of the lower-level covered parking lot into interior space.

Creighton asked architect Albert Macchietto (husband of Creighton law pro-

fessor Michaela White) of the Alley Poyner frrm to design a professional and

inspirational law librar¡ to which "a few hundred little details" were later

added. Hawkins Construction, the same firm that built the original building,
received the library contract. The expanded Philip M. Klutznick Law Library
and McGrath, North, Mullin & Kratz Legal Research Center opened for busi-
ness in Fall 1998, was officially dedicated on October 2, 1998.

Brass plaques record particular gifts to the expansion project. The Legal Re-

search Center bears the imprint of McGrath, North, Mullin & Kratz. The

Grand Staircase is in memory of Aimee Ahmanson. The Law Library Addi-
tion is in memory of Daniel J. Monen, Sr. and Agnes Monen. The Ethel and

Philip Klutznick Charitable Trust Foundation contributed again. Denis "Skip"

and Stephanie O'Keefe donated the elevator. The upper-level reading room is
a gift of George W. Venteicher, LLB'62, in memory of Leone Hoesing Vente-

icher. The lower-level reading room is a gift of the Hawkins Family and

Hawkins Construction Company. One study room bears a three-generation
genealogy: "In Memory of William Patrick Lynch, LLB'06, Gift of his son,

Patrick William Lynch, LLB'38, and his grandson William Patrick Heaston,

ID'68." Many individual carrels and tables have donor plaques affixed. Asso-

ciate Dean Barbara Gaskins, JD'76, and Kenneth Gaskins donated The Greøt

Humøn Race,lwenty-six large lithographs by Roland Poska celebrating the

subtlety and mystery of the human community.
The net space of the remodeled law library nearly doubled. At 47,964

square feet, Creighton now ranked above the national median of 44,528. The
library's book and microform storage capacity increased and all carrels and

most tables were wired with data and power connections. The improved fa-

cility featured seven group study rooms, three computer labs, two spacious

reading rooms, an impressive lobby and conference room, the inspiring
though undersized Venteicher Rare Book Room, and public restrooms located

within the library. Since 2002 library users have had wireless access to the law
school network and Internet.

The library received notable gifts from a number of bookish donees. In
1986 Sir Joseph Gold, senior consultant of the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), father of Julia Gold, ID'76, who was married to Robert Zielinski,
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ID'82, donated his and IMF publications. In 2000 Robert D. Marcotte, JD'51,
a prominent insurance executive, donated books that he had acquired from a
London bookstore near the Inns of Court in 1949, including Pleas of the

Crown by Sir Matthew Hale (1685), Powers of the Magßtrøte and the Righ* of
Mankind in Matters of Religion (1697), and Ciyil Liberties or the Rights ønd
Privileges of Freemen (1732). A seventh edition in four volumes of Sir William
Blackstone's Commentaries on the Laws of Englønd joined Creighton's impres-
sive Blackstone collection.

The university's greater commitment to law library acquisitions and elec-

tronic resources since 1990 improved the library's national ranking. At the
end of June 2004, the law library held 185,008 print volumes and L46,162
microform volume equivalents for a total nonelectronic collection size of
331,170 volumes. As of 2004, the library ranked 134 out of 189 reporting
ABA-accredited law school libraries in total collection size. The 2004 mate-
rials expenditures were 5996,764, with the total law library expenditures
amounting to $1,851,317, ranking Creighton 120th out of 189 American law
school libraries.

The first computer-assisted legal research, a single Westlaw terminal, was

installed in 1982.In the fall of 1990, to meet the increasing demand for West-
law and Lexis electronic research, two eight-computer labs were established.

A $50,000 donation created the Robert J. Kutak Computer Center. Before the
1997 library expansion, the Kutak Computer Center featured ten IBM-com-
patible computers and a couple of Apple Macintosh machines used for word
processing and to access some law-related interactive videodisc programs. Fol-
lowing expansion, the Kutak Computer Center relocated to the lower level and
contained twenty-four fully-networked computer workstations, laser printers,
and display equipment.

The library maintained a professional staff to serve facult¡ student, and
community needs. Patricia A. Cervenka served as associate librarian from
1990 until 1993, when she became the library director at Mercer University
School of Law. Associate director Ann C. Kitchel joined Creighton ín 1993.
She had earned a law degree at the University of Nebraska and a master of li-
brary science with certification in law librarianship from the University of
Washington. Ann Hinman, a reference librarian since 1993, had a law degree

and M.L.S. from the University of Washington. She had been assistant librar-
ian at the San Francisco County Law Library.

The remodeled library had 49,964 assignable square feet and 3 I ,9 I I linear
feet of shelving capacity. There was seating for 418 library users in carrels, in
lounge chairs, at tables, in group studies, and in library computer rooms. It
was open 104 hours per week.
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2004Library Statistics as of End of fune 2004 and National Ranking out of
189 ABA Libraries (2003-04 fiscal year)

Number of print volumes:
Number of active serial titles:
Microform volume equivalents:

Total book and microform volume equivalents held

Total Library Expenditures:

185,008

4,557

t46,r62
33t,r70

$1,851,317

t28
63

t22
t34
t20

The 2004law library staff comprised fifteen full-time employees: six li-
brarians (including the director) and nine support staff, including one com-
puter support specialist. The law library employs about four full-time equiv-
alent (FTE) part-time student employees.

Enrollment-Recruiting for Quality and Diversity

Law schools are committed to providing state-of-the-art legal education,
student retention, fitting graduates to the marketplace, maintaining accredi-

tation, and achieving laudable bar exam results. The rising cost oflegal edu-
cation meant that Creighton law students increasingly financed their educa-
tion with long-term student loan debt. In 1986, 304 students, 57 percent of
the student bod¡ received financial aid. By 1990 recipients of financial aid
rose to 428, 75 percent of the student body. The need to repay this debt in-
creased anxiety over employment. In 1992 an assistant dean took charge of
the Career Services Office.

Curriculum review occurred periodically. In 1990 the first-year curricu-
lum was restructured. The half-dozen year-long traditional courses offered
in a two-semester sequence were reconfigured into "blocks." Thus, Torts be-

came a five hour course. Legal Ethics became a required first-year course, as

did Alternate Dispute Resolution and Jurisprudence. The 1995 inspectors re-
ported, "In recent years, there has been a great deal of activity with respect

to curriculum. Since the last site visit [1989], the faculty altered the first year

curriculum after extensive discussion, then several years later decided to put
it back the way it had been originally." In spring 1999 the law school com-
menced certifring students in three areas of concentration: (1) business tax-
ation and commercial transactions, (2) criminal law and procedure, and (3)

dispute resolution.
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In 1986 Creighton received 795 applications. That number rose to 1,200 in
1990, an increase well above the national average, and to almost 1,600 in 1992.

There were, however, only 180 places. Dean Raful observed,

We are concerned about the job market for graduating students three
years from now, but we are caught in a bind of so many qualified stu-
dents who want to attend and our inability to admit all who are qual-
ified and wish to attend.

In 1991 applications to Creighton were up 40 percent from the previous three
years, surpassing the national increase of 10 percent and the midwestern law
schools' increase of 25 percent. The median LSAT score in 1988, 28, rose to
33 1n 1990. Students were drawn from ninety-nine schools. "The faculty greets

prospective students who are visiting with warmth and care." Dean Raful's "in-
nate enthusiasm and warm personality are critical to the recruitment and ad-
mission processes." The number of applicants declined steadily in the early
1990s: "Tuition increases are believed to have contributed to decreases in ap-

Plications."zo
Concerns about the number of future applicants, the quality of the pro-

gram, rising tuition, and the job market resulted in a dramatic decision: In
1994 Creighton decided to gradually reduce the size of the entering first-year
class from 180 to between 150 and 160.30 The New York Time5 ABA Journal,
Chronicle of Higher Education, and Lawyer's Weekly USA reported Creighton's
student downsizing. Creighton president Michael Morrison, S.f., agreed to
subsidize the loss of tuition revenue. The 1995 visitors reported "a signifrcant
decline in the pool of applicants." The school increased the funds devoted to
scholarships. The 150 first-year students in 1995 had a median LSAT score of
153 and GPA of 3.2I.3t The reduction in enrollment created an unsettled at-
mosphere; however, there was a feeling that "over the past 20 years, good
things have happened here in spite of less money from the University. Faculty
are loyal, and have spent their lives here."32

Specialization, cross-certification, and piggybacking degrees relied on able
students and imaginative administrators. Creighton's long-standing 3-3 pro-
gram (a six-year combined degree) with the College of Business Administra-
tion dated back to the 1920s. In 1981 Creighton instituted a dual credit JD-
MBA program in which students could transfer up to nine credit hours to the
Iaw school curriculum. Likewise, the MBA program accepted up to six hours
of law study toward the MBA program. In 2000 Creighton became the frrst
school to offer a combined JD-MS in electronic commerce with the College
of Business Administration, which complemented the recently revamped |D-
MBA degree.
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The majority of Creighton graduates took the Nebraska bar exam. The Ne-

braska bar pass rate, reflecting the school's effectiveness, ranged from76.2 to
97 percent between 1985 and 1999, with high points of 97 and 95 percent in
1994 and 1995. Dean Raful attributed the improved performance to
Creighton's two-year legal writing program. Dean Raful took issue with the

inclusion in 1991 of the Multi-State Professional Responsibility Exam (MPRE)

as part of the bar exam. In short, he thought the MPRE "stinks," opining that
"an essay exam more effectively tests" the student's "knowledge and ability"
than a multiple choice exam.33

Jack Diesing and the College World Series

Dean Raful took pleasure visiting major league ballparks all over America.
Creighton law alumni had a substantial role in maintaining the College World
Series in Omaha. ]ohn D. "Jack" Diesing, BP'40, LLB'41, guided the College

World Series for many years. The Diesing family had arrived in Omaha in
1881. William Diesing was vice president of the Cuhady Packing Company.
His son, |ohn Diesing, born in Omaha in 1917, worked for the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation from 1941 to 1946. He started in 1947 as assistant sec-

retary-treasurer at Brandeis department store, then the major retail depart-
ment store in Omaha, rising to president and secretary by 1978, during which
time Brandeis expanded from a single location to fifteen.

Early College World Series host cities included Kalamazoo, Michigan, and
Wichita, Kansas. The series came to Omaha in 1950 and stayed, despite los-

ing money for its first fourteen years. Although other cities, including Los

Angeles, New Orleans, and Minneapolis, vied for the series, Omaha retained

the venue.
In 1963 Ed F. Pettis, Diesing's boss at Brandeis and general chair of the Col-

lege World Series, died. The responsibility devolved on fack. Morris |acobs at

the advertising firm Bozell and Jacobs assigned Byron Reed and Charles Am-
mons to assist Diesing. In 1967 Diesing created a nonprofit corporation with
twenty board members and involved local service clubs to boost the series,

which expanded from five to ten days. In 1972 Diesing was named the sev-

enty-eighth king of Ak-Sar-Ben, a title held by his father in 1934.3a Diesing
retired from Brandeis in 1980. In 1988 his son, Jack Diesing, Jr., led the Col-
lege World Series.

lack Diesing's other public service commitments included the Douglas

County Red Cross, United Community Services, St. Mary's College, Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Association, Immanuel Hospital, St. ]oseph Hospital, and Girls
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and Boys Town. Diesing was inducted into the Omaha Business Hall of Fame

in 2002. Creighton's Blue fays, the Missouri Valley League champions, ap-
peared in the College World Series in 1991.

Dean Raful Resigns

Democratization of university governance and deanal term limits brought
Dean Raful's eleven-year term to an end at the century's close. Vice President
Charles Dougherty described Raful's contribution and accomplishment by
noting that "Raful was vital in the outreach to the community and alumni. He
also did most of the fundraising for the new law library and began a legal clinic
for low income people." The Nebraska State Bar Foundation set aside $25,000
to help endow the Lawrence and Dinah Raful Scholarship.

If war and the economy were traditional influences effecting the law school
environment, different winds blew in the late twentieth century post cold war
era. In particular the role of religion in American society became more defin-
ing and less ecumenical and complacent. In 1995 Marquette University held
the first conference of religiously affiliated law schools.3s Toward the end of
Dean Raful's decanal term, several crucifixes and a few crosses were placed in
the law school classrooms.36

In2004 Dean Raful assumed the deanship of the Touro Law Center located
on Long Island, New York, one of two American law schools founded under

Jewish auspices.3T Among the plaudits that accompanied the start of Raful's
new academic chapter, Ronald Volkmer stated that Raful "set an example of
how one can bring one's faith to one's job and by example, provide a model
for aspiring lawyers to follow."38
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