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OMAHA, NEBRASKA - 1947

A record-breaking volume of business, including patient services and 

cash income; participation of our Superior as an official delegate at the first 

Provincial Chapter of the world Motherhouse in Olpe, Westphalia, Germany, since 

1934; the election of new Community leaders in our own province; the premiere of 

major surgery Television broadcasts west of the Mississippi River, and the very 

sudden death in our institution of our beloved Archbishop, Most Reverend James H. 

Ryan, 3. T. D., on November 23rd, all combined to make 1947 an epoch-making year 

in the annals of Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph*3 Hospital, Omaha.

Gross business during the year increased 16/ over 1946, to a total of 

$1,340,963.14, reflecting 18.75$ greater potential earnings at $1,250,105.12 and 

a decline of ten percent in free services, to $90,858.02.

Patient income of $1,182,183.19 was up ten percent over 1946, due, in 

part, to a 10/ increase in room charges which became effective July 20th. Gifts 

o f $17,276.47 and Sundry Income of $36,886.07 increased total cash income to five 

percent over the previous year, at $1,236,345.73. Collections on current accounts 

o f $1,070,338.86 also were 10/ over 1946 figures as were payments of $111,844.33 

on accounts of previous years. Free services for 1947 amounted to $90,858.02, in 

addition to $10,958.87 in allowances and discounts. Total Accounts Receivable on 

December 31st, less reserves of $350,000, stood at $81,843.11.

Operating expenses of $1,051,941.25 were 20/ higher than in 1946, and , 

with Equipment and Improvements expenditures in the amount of $40,531.96, sent the 

total Cash Disbursements to $1,092,473.21. In addition, $35,000 was transferred 

to the ST. JOSEPH’S BUILDING FUND, making a cash position at the end of the year 

o f $467,965.66 on hand, of which $415,000 was in BUILDING FUND accounts. Not ac

counted in these figures was the sum of $400,000 in the SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS 

SERAPH BUILDING FUND, Denver, crediting the total sum of $815,000 to our future 

construction program.
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Monthly incoma ranged from a low of $90,428.73 in April to the October 

high figure of $106,489.45. Lowest single day's income was $853.45 on May 25, and 

the peak figure was $12,169.28 on September 17th. The 1947 high record failed to 

equal the 1946 maximum day's income of $13,442.42, on November 15th, however.

Our payroll for the year reached the unprecedented total of $587,665.20, 

which was $111,000 greater than in 1946, equaling 55.86$ of 1947 operating costs. 

There were 323 full time employees and 112 part time workers on the payroll Decem

ber 31st, in addition to 30 Sisters on full time duty. Inventory was up 18$ at 

end of the year, reflecting increased stocks on hand as well as higher valuations. 

Unpaid current accounts payable on December 31 stood at $50,293.16. There were 

no other outstanding obligations.

STATISTICAL SUMMARY

An appreciable extension in out-patient service, coupled with a five 

percent increase of in-patient admissions, accounted for the caro of 17,562 pa

tients during 1947, an advance of 1,566 over the previous year. In-patient admis

sions numbered 12,832 and 25$ more out-patients were treated, in the total of 2,490 

A decline of one percent was noted in the total of 148,271 days of patient care, 

reflecting shorter stays of in-patients. The percentage of occupancy for 1947 was 

88.3 of available bed capacity.

The 1,897 full pay patients received 24,780 days of service; part pay 

patrons numbering 10,026 were given 108,555 days of care. The 909 free patients 

had 14,936 days care, an increase of 120 individuals and 1,158 days of care.

X-ray again scored a heavy increase in services, the 17,051 radiographic 

exposures being 20$ ovei 1946: fluoroscopic examinations were up almost equally, 

with 1,636 recorded.

In the Pathological Laboratory, the 144,674 examinations were 7$ above 

the 1946 figure of 135,934. Of the 311 deaths in 1947, 40.5$ were autopsied, or 

126, plus 15 stillborn. Blood transfusions given numbered 1,199 and 633 patients 

received plasma transfusions, compared with 1,183 and 629, respectively in 1946.
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Another 12% increased in births was recorded in the Maternity Department, 

where 2,242 new arrivals were greeted, compared with 2,011 in 1946 and 1,546 during 

1945, Seventeen sets of twins were among the newcomers, of whom there were 1,161 

boys and 1,081 girls. Total number of births in the Department since its opening 

in late 1919'was 20,562 as of December 31, 1947.

Surgical procedures in Surgery increased five percent over 1946, with a 

total of 8,078, including 5,380 in major classification and 2,698 minor, services 

being given to 5,869 surgical admissions, 426 more than the previous year, Medical 

admissions, numbering 4*136, were down 349, while Pediatrics admissions of 1,658, 

were 259 more than in 1946.

ADMINISTRATION ■

Noteworthy events in the administrative history of St. Joseph's for 1947 

included an aerial journey by Sister K. Crescentia, R.N., Administrator, to Germany, 

for the first General Conference of our Community 3ince 1937] the appointment of 

j Sister M. Rudolphina Simons, R.N. as Assistant Administrator of the institution; a 

further upward revision of patient charges to meet continually increasing opera

tional costs, and the completion of a contract for purchase by the Sisters of the 

Norris Family; holdings, facing the front main entrance of the hospital.

The memorable trip of Sister Crescentia to the World Motherhouse had its 

inception on April 11, when she left for Denver, there to entrain on April 13 with 

Mother Mary Basilia, Provincial Superioress, and Sister M. Getulia, R.N., Surgical 

Supervisor of 3t. Anthony Hospital, Denver. At historic "Leo House" in New York, 

the Western Province representatives were joined by Mother Mary Benigna, of Mount 

Alverno, Ind., Provincial Superioress of the Eastern Province; Sister K. Ludolpha, 

Superior, St, James Hospital, Chicago Heights, 111., and Sister M. Celerina, Mis

tress of Aspirants at Mount Alverno.

The party of 3ix. Sisters left New York City by air on April 17 and within 

22 hours, after stops at Newfoundland; Shannon Airport, Sire; London, England and 

Brussels, Belgium, they arrived in Frankfurt, Germany, where they were greeted by
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Right Rev. Ksgr. L. V. Barnes oi Lincoln, Nebr., Major, Ohajlain Corps . U,S, Array, 

j who then was stationed at Frankfurt. The Pan-American Constellation carrying the
i

" Sisters and 29 other passengers flew from Gander, Newfoundland, to Shannon Airport, 

Eire, in 5 hours 55 minutes, a new record which broke the previous best flight of 

6 hours 27 minutes, lhe plane's top speed was 402 miles per hour. The Sisters 

remained at Franwfurt until the following day, when they were taken to Olpe, 108 

miles from Frankfurt, in a former American Red Cross bus. The arrival of American 

Sisters at the World Motherhouse at Olpe was heralded far and wide by radio and the 

newspapers, and it was the beginning of a busy and interesting period of. five weeks 

for the representatives of the two American and two European irovinces, embracing 

r 1*̂  s.11 2,475 oisters, ol whom 450 are in our own Western Province.

The return. 1light left London on Kay 27th and was uneventful, the Sisters 

arriving in Denver again on Hay 28th, greatly enthused over their novel journey. 

Sister Crescentia returned to Omaha on June lot. Sister K. Afra Hayes, who had 

; served as Acting Superior, departed on June 2nd for the Motherhouse in Denver.

The room rate increased, placed into effect on July 20th included advances 

of 50£ per bed in wards and semi-private accommodations, and .£1.00 per day in the 

private rooms. Ward rates ranged from £4.00 Li the sun-parlors (8 beds) to £4.75 

in the four bed rooms. Private rooms range from £7.50 to $15.00 per day.

Acquisition of the Norris Family property, x40 x 140 feet, on the corner 

of Tenth and Martha streets, immediately opposite the main front entrance of the 

hospital, was completed on October 31, 1947, when a purchase .greement was signed 

• by Frank Norris for his half-interest at a price of $9,700. The half-interest of 

Helen Norris had been acquired Oct. 16, 1945 for £8,000. The property purchase 

was the first made in many years on behalf of the Sisters and Hospital, being deemed 

important from the standpoint of future expansion as well as control of the type 

of structures facing the hospital's principal entrance. The deal was handled by 

G. E. Shukert, Realtor, and the law firm of Kennedy, Holland, DeLacy and Svoboda, 

hospital counsel, with Sister K. Crescentia and Francis J. Bath, Business Manager, 

acting for the institution.



Release of an 3^96,000 norfcgaga on nine heatitals conducted by-our Order 

in the V/estern Province was filed by K therhouse counsel in the Register of Deeds
i ^

office of Douglas County, Oma'ra, early in the year. The release was on a mortgage 

held by the Northv/estern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, Wis., dated on 

June 16, 1946, and completely cleared all the institutions of indebtedness.

3t. Joseph's v/as among 27 Nebraska hospitals which received the annual 

approval of the American College of Surgeons, in November. All of the five hospitals 

conducted by our Sisters in Nebraska were on the approved list.

Sister K. Crescentia, Administrator, was advanced to Fellowship in the 

American College of Hospital Administrators at the annual convocation, September 21, 

at St. Louis.

St. Joseph'3 was one of six hospitals in the c untry to be represented on 

a panel program at the American Surgical Trade Association annual convention, June 

16-18, at Hot Springs, Va. Mr. Bath, our business manager, v/as chosen by Everett 

W. Jones, vice-president, Modern Hospital Publishing Co., to represent the Catholic 

institutions in a program designed to acquaint surgical trade manufactures and 

jobbers vdth the "pet peeves" of purchasers and their recommendations for improve

ment of relations with purveyors.

St. Joseph's v/as unrepresented at the Catholic Hospital Association's 

annual meeting in Boston, June 16-19, because of distance and conflicting dates with 

the A.S.T.A. meeting. The Catholic Hospital convention was narked by the retirement 

of Very Rev. Alphonse M. Schwitalla, 3, J, as president of the organization due to 

continuing ill health, after he had hold the office for 19 years. Ksgr. Maurice F, 

Griffin, of Cleveland, v/as elected president. Rev. John J. Flanagan, 3.J. was named 

as full-tine executive director, a newly created position.

Si3ter3 !•?, Consolata, Corneliana and Gertrude, and Mr. Bath, represented 

St. Joseph*3 at the 19th annual convention of the Kid-West Hospital Association, in 

Kansas City, April 23-25. Hr. Bath concluded his one-year term as President of the 

Kid-West at this meeting, which drew the largest attendance in Mid-West history.



Many of the Sisters attended the hospital conference sponsored by the 

American College of Surgeons, in Omaha, March 14 and 15, at which shortages of
i

hospital space and post-war problems provided principal topics of discussion.

The annual meeting of Nebraska Hospital Assembly, also held In Omaha 

this year on November 14 and 15, saw another goodly representation fro;', -,t. Joseph 

during the two-day session. Donald W. Duncan, Business Manager of St. Elizabeth 

Hospital, Lincoln, was chosen as president-elect, to take office in November, 1948 

Mr. Bath and Mr. Duncan were in Chicago in February, first to attend the 

Mid-Year meeting of presidents and secretaries of state and regional associations, 

sponsored by the American Hospital Association, Feb. 7-8, at the Drake IloteJ.. Mr. 

Bath represented the Mid-West Hospital Association, of which he was president, and 

Mr. Duncan the Nebraska Hospital Assembly, as secretary-treasurer. Both remained 

for the Institute of Hospital Purchasing, February 10-14, also an A H A project.

IMPROVEMENTS AND NEW EQUIPMENT

Foremost Improvement completed an 1947 was the new drug room project, 

costing approximately -515,000, which was finished in February, after six months 

and ten days on a construction program which originally had been expected to con

sume not more than 60 day3. The Pharmacy was moved into the new quarters Thursday, 

February 13th, and celebrated the occasion by filling 368 prescriptions on that 

day, the largest single day’s output on recordl Work of remodeling the former 

Pharmacy quarters, Rooms 172—74, into a model Premature Infant Nursery was begun 

in the late spring and was still dragging along at the end of that year, due to 

delays in securing plumbing fixtures, oxygen equipment and other needed supplies. 

Contributions totaling $9,100 were received for remodeling and e uipment costs of 

the premature nursery from the following: J. I„ Brandeis & Sons, $3,000; Junior 

League of Omaha, $3,000; Kelly-Erichson Co., $2,500; W. Clarke Swanson, $500 and 

Arthur L. Coad, $100.

The largest piece of new equipment received during the year was the gift 

of Dr. and Mrs. S. J. Carnazzo, who contributed $2,500 to cover the purchase of a
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".jCOPICON" Micro-viewing and Projection ap aratus. This equipment permits the 

j demonstration of microscope slides under all powers to a group of ten students at 

one time, and also projects images up to ten feet in diameter on a vrallscreen for 

the teaching of larger groups. The photographic unit, also the gift of Dr. Car- 

nazzo, cost $250, making his total contribution for the equipment at $2,750.

The Creighton Circle's am.ual project for the benefit of the hospital 

was devoted to the purchase of gatch-type bed3 for the Mental and Nervous Annex, 

for which the organization contributed $900, A Hobart counter-type dishwasher was 

donated to Sister Romualda for her floor by Mr. and Mrs. Carl ft. Renstrom, as a 

token of appreciation for care given Mrs. Renstrom during a period of hospitaliza

tion, in 1946. Mrs. Renstrom is a graduate of the St. Joseph's School of Nursing. 

The gift was valued at $550.

A bequest of $>500 from the estate of Josephine Green, deceased, was sup

plemented by BUILDING FUND donations during the year, a3 follows: J. M. McNalley, 

^  M.D., Bellewood, Nebr., $300; Dr. and Mrs. K, ifi. Grier, $200} Dr. Adolph Sachs,

$100} Right Rev. K3gr. Nicholas H. Wegner, D.D., $100} Right Rev. K3gr. Bernard 

Sinne, $100; Albert J. Nigg, Charter Oak, Iowa, $100; Burkley Envelope Co., $50. 

BUILDING FUND gift3 at Christmas time Included: Dr. Harry J,. Jenkins, $1,000; Drs. 

McGuire, Johnson, McCarthy & Gatewood, $1,000; Paxton & Gallagher Co., $1,000; Dr. 

Joseph A. Pleiss, $200; Burkley Envelope & Printing Co., $200; Dr. J. H. Shramek, 

$50; Dr. J. E. Courtney, $25; Seiler Surgical Co., $25; Bessie 0. Cornelius, $10;

B. J, Scannel.1, $10; Dr. Harold Hotz, $5. Gifts totaling $100 were made also by 

Dr, John ft’, Duncan toward the cost of the new Reuter organ, now on order for the 

Chapel. "In Memoriam" gifts from friends of Dr. A. C. Johnson of $40, at the time 

of his mother's death, and $25 from Charles D. Saunders, in memory of Archbishop 

James Hugh Ryan, S.T.D., of revered memory, also were received.

New equipment added in Surgery during 1947 consisted of two Kinet-0-Keter 

anesthesia units, costing $1,175; An "American" instrument v/asher, stainless steel, 

for $760; .and two wheel stretchers, for $129. Medical and Surgical Care additions

I W l included six ft'ar-'onsteen units, costing -.307.50:



tv.'O auction pumps, $199.80; eleven Keinecka brush iispsnaara, including nine for 

dressing rooms on the various floors; 12 double-hook standards and an additional 

Heidbrink oxygen tent, costing $430. In addition, 12 Armstrong infant incubators 

for the Premature Infant Nursery arrived, at a cost of $1,768.

Additions in tho Pathological Laboratory consisted of a new Spencer micro

scope, binocular, for $366.30; a Karbol blood calculator for the technicians' room, 

and Sound Scriber dictation and transcription equipment, costing $590. A new 5KR 

outfit, consisting of a treatment cabinet, cuspidor, patient's chair and doctor's 

stool, was installed in the LENT division for ■270.

New Main Kitchen equipment included a Hobart food mixer and an electric 

food conveyor truck for Annex service. The Nurses' Cafeteria received a new stain

less steel dishwasher to replace a 25-year-old unit. The Laundry added four linens 

trucks and an electric water cooler while the Carpenter Shop received labor-saving 

machines, including a Crescent jointer and a Crescent arbor saw, totaling $520.

New office equipment for the Business Office consisted of a rebuilt elec

tric Burroughs adding-subtracting machine and the first unit of National Cash Regis

ter bookkeeping apparatus, which eventually will be used to mechanize record work.

The I.edics.l Records department received an 18" carriage Royal typewriter 

while the Cashier's ofiice had its physical efforts greatly reduced by the installation 

of a "VENDO" coin changing machine, which automatically ejects nickels for dimes and 

quarters, saving time and greatly minimizing cash balancing time. The School of 

Nursing office received a Burr ughs himd adder and 12 oosture chairs, while class 

rooms had added 16 tablet arm chairs and a pedastal type air circulator, 24" size.

oaxty-four new bedside cabinets were added in patients' rooms, at a cost 

of #2,428; 22 gatch type beds, including eight for the Annex; 61 throw nigs, cost

ing $708.25; 144 stainless steel coffee pots and the same number of hot plate covers 

for tray service. Eighty-five chairs were added in dining rooms for the internes 

and in the Annex. "LEGACY" chime clocks were purchased for the Chapel and the main 

parlor of the Nurses' Home.
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3TAFF -

Most outstanding event in Medical Staff activities for the year was the

broadcast by television on a major surgical procedure in the Surgical Department 

as a feature of National Hospital Day, May 12th. The institution thus became the 

third in the United States, and the first west of Cleveland, Ohio, to originate a 

surgical television broadcast, which brought St. Joseph’3 into national prominence.

The telecast was made from the surgical pavilion to receivers in the 

auditorium of the School of Nursing; admission was restricted to doctors, Sisters, 

nurses and hospital staff. Equipment for the telecast was provided by Radio Station 

WOW, Omaha, which h:d a corps of skilled technicians busy for a week in making ad

vance tests of the intricate equipment to insure a perfect demonstration. Doctors 

L. D. McGuire, Harry H. McCarthy, Arthur C, Johnson and John W. Gatewood performed 

the operation, a stomach resection of the lesser curvature, which was completed in 

less than two hours, during which the large audience, viewing the procedure on five 

television screens, sat spellbound by the clarity of the photographic image and the 

running narrative of the various phases of the operation, as related by the surgeons, 

and members of the pathological, radiological and anesthesia staffs of 3t. Joseph's.

The inauguration of three-year residency training for graduate medical 

students in September by the Creighton University School of Medicine resulted in 

the addition of teaching courses at the hospital in internal medicine, pathology, 

obstetrics and gynecology, radiology and pediatrics.

Four members of the St.. Joseph's medical staff received gold plaques for 

completion of 25 year3 of teaching service at the Creighton medical school, at 

ceremonies December 4th, marking the annual Founder'3 Day dinner. The Very Rev. 

William H. McCabe, S.J., president of Creighton, presented awards to Dr. B. Carl 

Rus3um, Dr. Charles M. Swab, E. Emmett McMahon and Ralph Luikart.

Dr. G. Wr, Dishong, a member of the St, Joseph's staff for 40 years, died 

November 24th after having been a patient in the hospital for seven weeks. He was 

head of the department of Nervous and Mental Diseases for 20 years until his ap

pointment as professor emeritus at Cre.ighton University in 1939* .

i
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... Dr. Harry H. McCarthy and Dr. Wlljiam-F. Novak, meirbare of our Staff, ware

admitted to Fallov/.d i 1 • the A m a H c m  Gollage of Gurg .one, t the an-ual conference
i

in New York City on September 12th. .

Dr. James F. Kelly, Radiologist at St. Joseph's, was elected president of 

the Gmaha-Douglas County Medical Society at the December 10th meeting.

The annual Christmas dinner for the Staff doctors was held Monday evening, 

December 15, in the Sisters' Refectory, with Archbishop James H. Ryan as a special 

guest. Also present vrere members of the hospital's legal counsel staff and other 

especially invited friends of the institution.

■ SCHOOL OF NURSING

Nineteen members of the Medical Staff of St. Joseph's pledged gifts of 

^300 each at the Hay, 1947 Staff meeting to establish a revolving Loan Fund for 

prospective students for the School of Nursing, to encourage student nurse enroll

ment, The Fund was to be administered by the Sisters.

For the first time in the history of the School of Nursing, two male 

students were admitted as members of a class of 55 freshmen who comprised the new 

class registered on July 7, 1947. One of the male enrollees had served as a corps- 

man in the United States Navy during World War II, and entered under the GI program, 

The completion of classwork for two groups of senior students during 1947 

caused quite a depletion in the number of students in training by early fall. The 

first class of graduates received their R. N. certificates at exercises at Creighton 

University Auditorium on Sunday, January 5, when 20 seniors were presented by Sister 

M, Livina, O.S.F., Director of tho School, for their awards. At the same time,

Mrs. Agnes M. Waszgis, R.N., B.S., Instructor in Obstetrical Nursing, and a graduate 

of the St. Joseph's School of Nursing, received a citation for having completed 25 

years of nursing and teaching service to the institution. The 45 members of the 

second graduating class received their Certificates at University commencement exer

cises on Sunday, June 1st.

Members of the Class of 1950 received Caps and Capes at ceremonies in the 

School of Nursing suditorium on Sunday, November 30th.
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The second annual Day of Recollection for graduates of the .School of 

Nursing attracted forty nurses for the services on Passion Sunday, March 23, in
i

the Chapel. Rev. Joseph Autard, O.R.S.A., of Holy Ghost Church, Omaha, conducted 

the one day Retreat which is sponsored by the Alumnae Association. Breakfast and 

dinner were served the nurses by the Sisters.

RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES

His Excellency, Most Rev. James H. Ryan, S.T.D., Archbishop of Omaha, 

occupied the episcopal throne at the annual ceremonies honoring our beloved patron, 

Saint Joseph, on March 19th. Rev. Marcel T. Kelihor was celebrant of the solemn 

high mass, coram pontifice. Rev. Joseph II. Ostdik, of Sacred Heart Church,. preached.

Founder's Day, in honor of our Founder, Ven. Mother Mary Theresa Bonzel, 

was celebrated vriLth a High Mass by Father Strassberger on February 6th, as also on 

February 7th, Founder's Day for Creighton University. The feast of our patron,

Saint Francis, ivas similarly observed on October 4th, and the 67th anniversary of 

the arrival of the Franciscan Sisters in Omaha, on April 17th.

The Community was deeply shocked by the sudden death of our beloved 

Archbishop, the Most Rev. James Hugh Ryan, S.T.D., on Sunday November 23, after 

having been admitted to the hospital the previous evening, seemingly not in a 

critical state. The entire city and state were plunged into mourning and thousands 

paid homage to the deceased prelate as hi3 body lay in state at St. Cecilia's 

Cathedral until the following Thursday morning, when solemn Requiem services were 

held. Many of the Sisters visited the Cathedral arid attended several of the many 

Masses offered by visiting prelates and members of the clergy. High Mass for the 

dear friend of St. Joseph's was offered in the Chapel on November 24 by our Chap

lain, Rev. Charles Strassberger.

Monsignor Nicholas H. Wegner, Chancellor of the Archdiocese, was named 

on Thanksgiving Day to serve as Administrator of the Archdiocese, pending appoint

ment of a successor to Archbishop Ryan by His Holiness, Pope Pius XII. Msgr. Wegner 

is a brother of our own Sisters, Sister M. Herman Joseph and Sister K. Armenia.



Three masses were celebrated in our Chapel on Christmas morning,- opening 

with High Mass at 5 a.m., sung by Father Strassberger. The Sisters sang The Missa
i

"Regina Angelorum" and "Adesto Fidelia" at Offertory. Christmas carols were sung 

at low masses, at 7:15 and 8 o'clock.

Miss Charlene Jennings, 'a Junior student nurse, received her first Holy 

Communion in the Chapel on Wednesday morning, September 10, after having been 

baptized at Immaculate Conception church, several days previously.

Rev. Leander Conley, 0. F. M. conducted the winter Retreat for the Sisters 

January 13-18, and Rev. Arcardius Pauli, 0. F. M. the summer Retreat, August 3-8.

OF COMMUNITY INTEREST -

News of most interest to the Sisters during the entire year was the 

election of Sister M. Reginalda Gerlach, first assistant provincial, to the office 

of Provincial Superioress, succeeding Ven. Mother Mary Basilia Kugler, who had held 

the office for 15 years and was not a candidate for reelection. The triennial 

Chapter of the Community was held at the Motherhouse, St. Joseph Convent, August 

11 to 14. Sister M. Asella, of St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln, was chosen as first 

assistant provincial and Sister M. Siegberta, St. Mary's Hospital, Columbus, as 

third assistant.

Sister M. Rudolfina Simona, R.N. was assigned to St. Joseph's Hospital, 

Omaha, as first assistant to Sister M. Crescentia, Administrator, with Sister M. 

Livina, Director of the School of Nursing, continuing as second assistant. Sister 

M. Thomasilla Muegerl, R.N, was transferred to St. James Orphanage, Lincoln, and 

Sister M. Monica Morris was assigned as assistant cook at St. Joseph's, succeeding 

Sister M. Corona Candelara, who had been transferred to the Motherhouse. .

The four-day Chapter was highlighted by solemn investiture and profession 

ceremonies on August 12th, in which ten postulants were invested with the habit, 

eleven Sisters pronounced their first vows and five their final vows. Among those 

taking first vows was Sister M. Monica (Carol Ann) Morris, who had entered the 

Order from Omaha in December, 1944.
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Golden Jubilee festivities honoring Sister Mary Con3olata Hunker, R.N., 

personnel director of ,Jt. Joseph’s, were held October 23rd at the hospital, with
i ;

Rev. Sebastian Krempel, O.F.N., pastor of St. Joseph's Church, Omaha, as celebrant 

of the Jubilee Mass. Ther sermon was delivered by Right Rev, Msgr. John Palubicki.

A3 her Jubilee trip, Sister Consolata accompanied her niece, Miss Camilla Hugg, R.N. 

on an automobile trip to Cleveland, Ohio, where Sister revisited the scenes of her 

early labors in the Franciscan community.

. Sister3 M. Carlene and Jane Frances were among a group of 20 junior and

senior pharmacy students of Creighton University who made a bus trip in February 

to the Ell Lilly Co. plant, Indianapolis, leaving on the 4th and returning on the 

7th. Sister Jane Frances in February attained a 2.5 average in her studies at the 

University, the only Junior student to earn a place on the honor roll.

Sister M. Consolata was called to Columbus on January 29th by the death of 

her sister, Mrs. Mary Hugg, who had been a patient at 3t. Mary's hospital many months.

Sister M. Ludovica Boring, who had been stationed at 3t. Joseph's most 

of the time for the past 50 years, retired in March and left on the 28th, with 

Sister M. Pasiethia, for the Motherhouse in Denver.

On Wednesday, May 7th, the Sisters were elated to receive their first 

letter from our Superior, Sister M. Crescentia, who then was at the Motherhouse in 

Olpe, Westphalia, Germany,

Sister M. Suthalia and Sister M, Fhilonella went to Colorado Springs to 

attend the funeral services for Sister M. Abelina, on March 18.

Sixty-five Sisters from our various institutions and schools, including 

representation from St. Joseph'3, attended the Golden Jubilee celebration of Sister 

M. Siegborta, superior of St. Mary'3 Hospital, Columbus, on Kay 29th. Rev. Henry 

Linn, S.J., of Creighton University, Omaha, a nephew of Sister Siegberta, was the 

celebrant of the jubilee Mass.

Most of the hospital bi3ters attended a motion picture and lecture on 

"Our Lady of Fatima," June 13 at Joslyu. Memorial, presented by John K. Haffert, 

editor of the Scapular Magazine, who addressed the TeDeum Forum the same evening.
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A long latter from Venerable Mother Mary Das ilia, Provincial .Superioress, 

upon her return to Denver on May 28th from her trip abroad, informed the Sisters of
i

events at the General Chapter of our Community while she and the other American 

Sisters were at the World Kotherhouse, in Olpe, Westphalia, Germany.

The letter told of the election on Hay 12th of Rev. Mother Mary Fabiana 

a3 Mother General, suceeding Mother Mary Verona,' and of Sister Mary Erailie, of 

Lafayette, Ind. as Vicares3, the first time that an American Sister had been named 

to office at the World Kotherhouse. This action will necessitate Sister Emilio's 

change of rosidence to Olpe a3 soon as passports may be secured and other government 

al routine may be completed. Sisters elected to the Council .included Sister M. 

Dalmatia, Sister M. Paula and Sister K. Auxilia. Sister M. Eustella was re-elected 

as Secretary and Sister M. Theodoris as Procurator.

Our first letter from Ven. Mother Kcry Fabiana, dated June 16, contained 

the news that Mother Verena's Health was poorly and that the excitement of the last 

several months had affected her appreciably. Mother Fauxana 3poke al30 of her 

anticipated journey to America for visitation and the opportunity of meeting all 

of the Sisters in this country in person.

(Copies of letters from Mother Fabiana and Mother Basilia are attached 

at the end of these Chronicles),

Sister M. Ladisla Bieda, O.3.F., formerly a teacher at St. Joseph’s 

School, Platte Center, Nevr., came to St. Joseph's on May 20th from St. Mary's 

Hospital, Emporia, Kans. for medical treatment. Sister's condition became increas

ingly worse and she passed away on August 1, 1947, at the age of 65. Death 

was due to heart trouble. Funeral services were held in the Chapel on August 4th, 

with burial in Holy Sepulchre cemotary. Pallbearers included Sisters M. Aurellana, 

Chrysostoms, Bertilla, Bernardis, Otholia and Edmundine. Sister Ladisla had been 

a member of our Community for 47 years and had taught in various parochial schools 

in both the Eastern and Western Provinces. A native of Poland, she came to America 

with her parents at the age of 3 years, to make their home in Omaha.



Other Slaters receiving medical attenti n :>r check-ups during the summer 

J months were: Sister K. Ethelfrida and °ister M. Bronisla, St, Francis High School, 

Humphrey; Sister M. Aureliana, St. Stanislaus School, Omaha; Sister K. Florita and 

Sister K. Lambertilla, Immaculate Conception School, Omaha, the latter being operated 

on June 7th; Sister M, Servatia, St. Francis Hospital, Grand Island; Sister M. Not- 

berga and Sister K. Oscaria, St, Bonaventure School, Columbu3.

On June 9th, Sisters H. Scholastica and Thomasilla went to Grand Island 

for the Diamond Jubilee celebration of Sister M. Ruperta.

Sister K. Hugolina, assistant Director of the St. Joseph’s School of Nurs

ing, and Sister Kary Louis, Director of St. Anthony School of Nursing, Denver, left 

Omaha on June 11th for Boston to attend the educational conference preceding the 

annual convention of the Catholic Hospital Association, June 13-18. Upon their 

return to Omaha, a meeting of hospital administrators and directors of schools of 

nursing of the Western Province, June 21, at St, Joseph's, Omaha, was attended by 

the following: Sisters M. Pacifica and Gerhardi3, St. Francis, Grand Island; Sisters 

Ascella and Ann Frances, St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln; Sisters M. Kechtildis and 

hary Louis, St. Anthony's, Denver; °isters Crescentia, Livina and Hugolina, of St. 

Joseph's, Omaha.

Sister Thimothia Koperski, who entered the Community from Immaculate Con

ception church parish, Omaha, arrived from the Motherhouse on June 23 to enter the 

new class of students of the School of Nursing to be enrolled on July 6th.

Sister M, Kuthalia, accompanied by Sister hi. Gertrude, went to Denver on 

June 27th to attend a meeting of medical technologists. After the meeting, the two 

Sisters 3pcnt a few days on vacation, returning July 6th.

Sisters K. Camilla and Jane Frances left for Denver on July 6th, Sister 

Camilla for a week's vacation at Bonzel Rest, and Sister Jane Frances to secure prac

tice experience at the St. Anthony Hospital pharmacy.
J

Sisters K. Eleonora, Georgette and Josette spent a week's vacation in

Denver, July 20th to the 23th



Sisters K. Livina and Corneli&na left on August Pth, and Sisters.M. Crescon- 

tia and Ellen on August 10th, for Denver to attend the Provincial Chapter, at which
i

Mother X. Reginalda Gerlach was elected Provincial Superioress. Miss Betty Jancik, 

employe in the U P department for four years, and Mrs. Ristich also went to Denver 

to witness the reception in which ten young ladies were invested with the habit.

Sisters M. Eleutheria Brygg, Corneliana and Edmundine attended funeral 

services for Sister M. Concordia Hozlowski, who died July 21st at St. Mary's Hospi

tal, Columbus. .

Sever;1 changes among the Sisters occurea on August 20th, when Sister K, 

Thomasilia Muegerl and Sister M, Corona Candelaria left for St, Thomas Orphanage, 

Lincoln, the former to take charge of the infants while the latter was to take the 

management of the laundry. Sister K. Monica Morris came from the Motherhouse on the 

same day to replace °ister Corona in the Main Kitchen; Sister Theresa Ann Rivera 

to assist Sister K. Humiliana in the special dining rooms and °i.3ter M. Constance 

Kellogg, R.N, to take charge of Third North nursing floor. Sister Constance also 

attended Duchesne College, in addition to her nursing duties.

Sisters. Edwardina and Joselda spent a week's vacation at Bonzel Rest, from 

August 20 to 27, and joined Sisters Hugolina, Cormelia and Antonette at the Mother- 

house to celebrate Sister Hugolina's Silver Jubilee.

Sister M. Annetto Nieling, a native of Essen, Stoppenberg, Germany, who 

came to the United States in 1929 and since has been stationed at St. Thomas Orphan

age, Lincoln, was transferred on August 23rd to St. Joseph's, where she is to assist 

Sister M. Simphrosia in the sewing and linens department.

Sister M. Kmilie Wessendarp, of Lafayette, newly appointed assistant to 

Mother Mary Fabiana, was here on Visitation from July 12 to 17, departing on the 

latter date for Lincoln to visit St. Elizabeth Hospital and the Orphanage.

Sister M. Livina attended a structure study meeting of the school of nurs

ing at St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln, on August 25th. Accompanying her to Lincoln 

for the day were Sisters M. Herman Joseph and Vlventia,
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D ' Dr. Bradley B. Woodruff, Resident in Radiology, drove to Grand Island on

August 30th and took with him three of the Sisters for a week-end visit. Sister M.
J i

Nunziata visited with her niece; Sister M. Hyacinth visited her mother who is employed 

at St, Francis Hospital, and Sister K. Carlene enjoyed several days with her aunties, 

Sister M. Mechtildis, of 3t» Francis, and Sister M. Samuela, of Kearney.

On vacation in Denver and the mountains were Sisters K. Roaiualda, Paphnutia, 

Eleutheria Pick and Odolina, from September 4 to 14th. The latter remained for a 

longer rest, returning to Omaha on September 26th.

Sister K. Rudolfina Simon3, R.N., newly appointed as First Assistant to 

Sister M. Crescentia, Administrator, arrived from Denver on September 6th to take 

up her new duties.

Sisters M. Edmondine and Joselda v/ent to the Kotherhouse on September 6th 

for a week*3 vacation. Following her return, Sister Edmondine accompanied Sister M, 

Crescentia to St. Louis for the American Hospital Association convention, September 

J 22-25. Mr. Bath also attended this meeting.

3ister K. Edwardina was accompanied by Sister K. Donatilla, of St. Francis 

Hospital and Sanitarium, Colorado Springs, Colo, to Philadelphia, Pa. for the annual 

meeting of the American Dietetic Association, October 13-18.

Sisters K. Livina and Rudolfina attended the Nebraska State Nurses Associa

tion meeting, October 13 and 14, in Lincoln.

Sister M. Livina, Director of the School of Nursing, had as her guest from 

Nov. 17 to 20th Miss Blanche Graves, R.N., Director of the Bureau of Education and 

Registration for Nurses, during a survey of the school's educational program.

Sister M. Fulgentia Frisch, R.N., retired administrator of St. Joseph's, 

continued all through the year + o build good will for the institution by daily visits 

to all the patients, a practice which she had inaugurated when she came here in 

March, 1934 a3 Superior. Sister Fulgentia spends "in-between" time working with 

* Sister M, Eleutheria Brygg in the Central Dressing Room.

Sistor li. Simphrosia V/ildenhe.us, seamstress and linen buyer at St. Joseph's 

for many years, left on November 5th fur the Mothorhouso In Denver, after having



petitioned Mother Mary Reginalds, for an assignment to lighter duties* Supervision* 

of the Sewing Room was delegated to Sister K. Annetta Hiding, who had been working 

with Sister Simphrosia since coming from St, Thomas Orphanage, Lincoln, August 23rd.

In a transfer of assignments, Sister M. Rosita Bille3bach assumed duties 

as Medical Records Librarian on December 2nd, succeeding Sister M. Edmondine Kudlacz, 

who had filled the position since May 19, 1944. Sister Edmondine, in turn, on the 

same.date took over Sister Rosita's former duties at St. Anthony's Hospital, Denver.

Five of the Sisters attended the furneral cn July 23rd of Kiss Antonio 

Frances Preucil, who had lived and worked in the Hospital for 37 years. Miss Freucil 

died on July 21st of an inoperable cancer v/hich had confined her to bed for several 

months. Requiem High Mass was sung in our Chapel and Sisters Crescentia, Humiliana, 

Paphnutia, Simpliciana and Huthalia accompanied the funeral cortege to Holy Supul- 

chre Cemetery. Old-time friends of "Tony" who also attended the burial services at 

the cemetery included Miss Mary Balhorn, Elizabeth A. Schultz and Barney Ghee.

........ ........................................................-1 7 A - ........................... • ■
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"BLUE CROSS" CONTINUES GAINS .

The net addition of 20,000 members by the Associated Hospital Service of
i

Nebraska during 1947 sent membership scaring above the hundred thousand mark by the 

end of the year, v;hen enrollment figures stood at 101,966. Total income for the year 

was $702,494.21 and expenses $683,102.97, of which amount $531,015.71 was expended 

in payment of hospital claims, services being render id 10,247 members, for 9,125 days 

St. Joseph's received approximately 10.2 of the total payments for benefits 

to patients, with 551,353 paid on claims for services to. 900 patients. Payments 

compared with 1946 were a third higher, when benefits paid ^t. Joseph's amounted to 

$38,466.40 for care given 723 members. In the reserves fund at the end of the year 

was $104,845.03, an increase of $19,391.24 during 1947. Mr. Bath continued as 

president of the Nebraska "BLUE CROSS" Plan and as a member of the Executive Commit

tee, while Sister M. Crescentia remained as a member of the Board of Directors

The "BLUE SHIELD" Plan, operating since November 1, 1944, had enrollment 

on Dec. 31, 1947 of 44,447 members, more than double its 21,540 membership of a year 

previous.

Highlight of the year in "BLUE CROSS" and "BLUE SHIELD" history was the 

presentation of certificates of membership irt the two plans to Governor Val Peterson, 

in the Executive Office of the State Capitol, Lincoln, on October 16th. Talcing 

part in the presentation were Francis J. Bath, BLUE C lOSi president; Dr. Arthur J. 

Offerman, BLUE SHIELD president; J. H. Pfeiffer, Executive Secretary, and Stuart A. 

Campbell, Director of Public Education, of the combined plans. The presentation 

marked the inauguration of a state-wide corn-unity enrollment program by the Plans.

All mairibers of the State Health Department and State Insurance Department now are

members of BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD in Nebraska
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VAR IA . ■

Two laws affecting St. Joseph’s and other hospitals of the state were passed

during the Sixtieth Session of the Nebraska Legislature during the spring months of 

1947. LB 250, providing for the licensing, inspecting and regulation of hospitals, 

was enacted to supplement LB loO, which established in the State Department of Health 

a division of hospital survey and construction to enable Nebraska communities to se

cure Federal aid in building of hospitals, and existing institutions to receive aid 

in expanding their facilities. Passage of LB 250 placed Nebraska in line to 3hare in 

Federal funds to the extent of $685,000 per year, to be used on a 2-1 matching basis 

with local communities and hospital sponsors. Both Hr. Bath and Mr. Duncan, to

gether with members of the St. Joseph’s Lay Advisory Board and legal counsel spent 

many anxious hours in "pulling political strings" to secure reconsideration of IB 250 

after it once had been killed by the Legislature. After presentation of further 

arguments before the Legislature by interested parties, the bill vron unanimous ap

proval and eventually was signed by Governor Peterson.

A series of three articles describing the reasons for steadily advancing 

hospital costs, the nurse shortage problem and the assistance afforded hospitals by 

pre-payment hospital care plans, appeared in the Omaha World-Herald in mid-October. 

Much of the basic Information used by Reporter Paul Williams in preparation of his 

three stories was furnished by administrative and nursing department heads of Saint 

Joseph's, Much favorable comment was voiced by readers who were provided insight 

into hospital cost and operational problems through the articles.

Thirty-six medical record librarians and ’workers, representing nine states, 

attended an extension short course under auspices of the American Association of 

Medical Record Librarians, March 24 to 28, in the Staff meeting room, with several 

sessions in the nurses’ class rooms of the School of Nursing. Sister M. Edmondine, 

O.S.F., R.R.:.. served as local chairman of the committee which arranged the short 

course. Hiss Mary Taylor, past president of the A.A.M.il.L., and Director of the 

Librarian school at Rochester (N.Y.) General Hospital, was instructor. Sister M. 

Bilhildis, of Good Samaritan Hospital, Kearney, was among the 36 in attendance.

i



From out of the state came Sister K. Rosita, St. Anthony’s Hospital, Denver; Sister 

M. Paphnutiaaa, St. Francis Hospital find Sanitarium, Colorado Springs, Colo., and 

Sister K. Engelberta Knoth, St. Mary’s Hospital, Fmporia, Kana. Certificates were 

awarded the group upon completion of the week’s short course.

Miss Frances Tabaka, first graduate of the course in Medical Technology,, 

conducted by Sister K. Euthalia, R.K., K.T. and Dr. B. Carl Sussum, our Pathologist, 

completed her work on September 30, end left for 3t, Mary's Hospital, Columbus, where 

she had accepted an appointment as Medical Technologist.

Death wrote "Finis" during 1947 on voluminous medical histories of several 

long-time patients as well a3 an Omaha citizen who had played an important part in 

the early history of St. Joseph’s.

On January 2nd, Sisters K . Romualda and Sister M. Fulgentia attended the 

funeral of Anthony Stenicka, 19 years old, who had been a patient in the hospital 

almost uninterruptedly since June 20, 1944, suffering with sub-ucute bacterial endo

carditis. Hospital bills alone totaled $15,094.00 as his fond parents ti’ied every 

hopeful drug or treatment in an effort to stem the progress of the fatal disease.

More than half of the above amount, $7,750, was expended on penicillin and various 

drugs which, at tii es, seemingly gave evidence of arresting progress of the disease. 

Tony's death was not in vain, however, for it brought about a return to the Sacraments 

of his parents after many years of non-attendance. Mr. and Mrs. Stenicka return to 

the hospital periodically for a visit and to receive Holy Communion in our Chapel,

On May 30th, Charles K. Garvey, Sr, passed away after having been confined 

in the hospital continuously since November 2, 1944, a victir cf cerebral arterio

sclerosis and paralysis agitans. The funeral on June 2 was attended by Siters M. 

Edwardina, Antonette, Afra and Ruth, at St. Cecilia’s Cathedral.

On the following day, Sister K. Consolata and Sister M. Carlene wore at 

St. Joseph's Church for the funeral Mass of Jacob K. Hachtigall, well known retired 

architect, who had drawn the plans for the School of Nursing and Annex buildings, 

and several other smaller projects constructed prior to 1935,
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A motion picture in natural colors, entitled "3T. JOoEPK'o HOSPITAL THROUGH 

THE YEARS," was the feature attraction at the annual Christmas Dinner Party for the 

employes, December 18th, in the Refectory, as well as at the Staff Christmas Dinner, 

on the 15th. The film was the work and contribution of Dr. 3. J. Carnazzo, who had 

spent many days and used thousands of feet of color film in making a photographic 

record of the activities of practically every department of the institution. The 

departments took on the aspect of a real Hollywood movie lot setting as the Doctor, 

assisted by the three men from the Business Office, set up numerous flood lights on 

tripods to provide proper illumination for the "film shooting". Included were shots 

of actual surgical operations, X-ray procedures, Laboratory procedures, blood and 

plasma transfusions and other technical professimal work, as well as activities in 

the non-professional departments. Activities in the School of Nursing and several 

other divisions still remain to be completed.

St. Joseph's had the honor of greeting Omaha's first Christmas Day baby,

J  in the person of a son born to Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Gardner at 12:38 a.m, Christmas 

morning. The child was one of 13 Christmas Day babies born in Omaha hospitals.

• Edward Brophy, former Union Pacific public relations officer, had good 

reason to remember his 83rd birthday, "celebrated" in the hospital on November 15th. 

It also was the occasion of an operation for appendicitis performed on that dayl

William N .  Hardman, M . D . ,  who had come to 3t» Joseph's as anesthesiologist 

on November 1, 1946, resigned the position on December 1, 1947* He was succeeded 

December 15th by Kenneth E .  Latterell, M . D . ,  who had completed a three-year course 

in anesthesia at the kayo Clinic on December 1st,

J
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VOLUNTEER SERVICES

Although the number of volunteer workers had declined considerably since

the end of World War II, a considerable amount of achievement still was being 

recorded by the women who had continued to offer their services to the hospital.

The ladies of The Creighton Circle, v/hich is composed of wives, mothers, 

sisters and daughters of Medical Staff members, held regular meetings at the homes 

of its members during the year. In addition to their annual project, which brought 

$900 for the purchase of hospital beds, the annual in-gathering display of goods on 

October 14-15 for the hospital contained 110 crib spreads, 63 children's gowns, 56 

squares, 167 T binders, 15 dozen wash cloths, 8 dozen dish towels, 67 bedside table 

towels, 27 receiving blankets, 4 dozen face towels and 4 dozen bath towels, twelve 

kimonas and a varied lot of sweaters, underwear, bibs and similar items.

Members of the St, Joseph's Hospital Red Cross Production Corps Unit in 

1947 contributed 423 hours of work, in their eight months' season, with 13,893 

pieces of work as the output of the 82 women. Mrs. L. C. Armintrout was Chairman.

The Gray Ladies of the Douglas County Red Cross Chapter, St. Joseph's unit 

gave a total of 2,643 hours of volunteer service, spent pricipally in personal work 

for patients, such as reading, writing letters, shopping and other errands.

i


