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Inauguration of our institution's scheduled long-range expansion 
program, heralded by the start of construction on the "OUR LADY OF VICTORY" 

psychiatric wing as the first phase of the work; establishment of another 

dollar-volume record of business, and the death of our venerable and beloved 

Sister Mary Livina Thompson, Director of the School of Nursing for the past 

three decades, transcended in importance all other events of the year under 
review at Creighton Memorial Ssint Joseph's Hospital, Omaha.

Continuing the trend all through the current decade, gross earnings 
of 11,387,860.32 reflected a dollar-volume increase of 11*, or £137,755.20, 

over 1947, on practically the same patient-volume of service. The increase 

was due quite largely to a room rate increase, effective September 1 , and to 

a more favorable contract with the Union Pacific Railroad Employes Hospital 

Association, executed October 15th, and retroactive to June 1 , 1943. Gross 

business for the year was 13.8* higher than in 1947, at £1 ,526,323.59, but 

included was an unprecedented increase of 52 percent in the volume of Free 

Service, which Jumped from $90,858.02 in 1947 to $138,463.27 in 1948.

Patient income totaled $1,300,908.03, up 10* from the previous 12 

months, of which $1,196,475.64 represented collections on current accounts, 

an increase of 1 1 .8* over 1947 current account payments. Collections on old 

accounts were off slightly at $104,432.39, about three-quarters of one per 

cent over 1947. Total cash income for the year was $1,360,664.63, or just \% 
above the previous year. Allowances and discounts of $14,825.91 were in ad

dition to the Free Service above mentioned. Accounts Receivable December 31 
amounted to $87,419.25.

Operating expenses took another 15.6* jump over the preceding year, 

reaching the unprecedented figure of $1 ,215,694.42, an increase of $164,353.17
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over 1947. Non-operating expenditures of $167,255.97 included $116,020.35 on the

new building project, in addition to $44,927.13 for equipment, $5,650.49 for Fur
*  i

niture and Fixtures for $450 for a half-ton pick-up truck for incidental use. The 

sum of $10,000 was added to the Building Fund account, which at the end of the year 
contained a balance of $442,486.43. This figure included $62,000 returned from 

the SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS SERAPH BUILDING FUND, Denver, in which there remained 

$338,000 to our credit on December 31st.

The month of October established a new peak period of cash income, with 

$128,251.20 in payments for patient service, and also the highest single day’s in

come, $17,075.10, on October 27th. This particular day’s receipts included.a check 

of $13,052.15 for the care of BLUE CROSS members and constituted the highest single 

remittance to us, or any hospital, by the NEBRASKA BLUE CROSS ELAN. Receipt of two 

checks for care of Union Pacific patients, $8,206.83 and $8,687.00, made total pa

tient income for October 7 and October 30 of $12,516.56 and $12,222.81, respective- 

/ ly. September, conversely, showed the lowest income record of the year, receipts 

of $94,784*41 being due to late arrival of the Union Pacific check, which arrived 

on October 7th. The month of December showed ten days with income in excess of 

$4,000 and nine more days with income exceeding $3,000, but an insufficient total 
to set any new record.

Payroll figures for the year, totaling $738,554.20, showed an increase 

of 25$, or $135,889.00, over 1947, accounting for 60.75% of operational cost expen

ditures. There were 442 full-time and 96 part-time emploj^es on the payroll at the 

year's end, in addition to 27 Sisters on full time service.

Accounts Payable on December 31st totaled $87,331.45, of which the sum 

of $45,376.57 represented architectural fees due John Latenser & Sons for work on 

the new structure, v:hich was not billed us until the end of the month. There were 

no other outstanding obligations, and all incurred expenses on the OUR LADY OF 

VICTORY Wing were paid in full with exception of the Latenser item.
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY

There was little variation in the comparison of records of service

during 1948 over the preceding year, the final compilation indicating business 

for the two years being on about as level a keel as might ever be possible.

An increase of two percent in the total number of patients treated 

during the year, 17,367, contrasted with a like decline in the number of bed pa

tients admitted, 12,575* Out-patient admissions numbered 2,769, in increase of 

ten percent over 1947'a figure of 2,490, While the number of in-patient admiisions 

declined 307 over the 1947 record, the number of patient days in 1948 attained the 

highest record of all time, with 150,235 patient clays charted. •

Full pay patients, numbering 1,906 (in 1947, 1897) stayed longer per 

capita in 1948, with a total of 26,283 days of service, compared \d.th 24,780 days 

of care to 1,897 patients in 1947 in this class. The 9,739 part pay patients had 

106,694 days of care while the 880 Free patients received 16,938 days of service, 

making a grand total of 150,235 days of patient days service during 1948.

The X-Ray Department again experienced an unprecedented volume of busi

ness, with a thumping record of 20,641 radiographi3 exposures, 1831 fluoroscopies 

and 2,530 X-Ray Therapy treatments.

Pathological Laboratory records disclosed a reversal of the experience 

in X-Ray, apparently reflecting a downward economic trend and a reduction in the 

orders of the attending physicians for the more expensive tests. Total laboratory 

procedures numbered 136,878, a drop of 7$ over 1947*s figure. The number of blood 

and plasma transfusions was upward sharply, reaching 1,712 calls for blood and 534 

for plasma, as compared with the 1947 figures of 1199 and 633, respectively. The 

majority of the blood and plasma was obtained from the American Red Cross Blood 

Bank, Omaha, which started operations in February, 1948, Our own Blood Bank was 
more or less placed on a stand-by basis, being used mainly for temporary storage. 

Post-mortem examinations of 113 were 35$ of the 322 total deaths.
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The Obstetrical Department recorded a drop of five percent in the total 

of 2,122 births, representing 1,079 boys and 1,043 girls. Newborn days care amount-
i

ed to 12,929. 'tilth the completion of its thirtieth year of operation, the Depart

ment, which in 1913 greeted a total of 14 infant arrivals, on December 31, 1948 had 

recorded a total of 22,684 births. Sister M. Gorneliana Micek was entering her 

twentieth year as Supervisor of the Maternity Department as the year ended.

Although the number of Surgical Patient admissions was 106 greater than 

in 1947, the number of surgical procedures at 8,103 was but 25 more than the pre

vious year. Major operations totaled 5,588 and the 2,515 minor procedures included 

1,260 T&A•s. Hie number of medical admissions was off about 2%, with 4,047 such 

patients during the year. Pediatrics admissions were 1,664, a gain of six little 

patients over 1947- The 373 Psychiatric patients admitted received 16,533 days of 

care, the Division continuing to be taxed to capacity at nearly all times. The 

number of admissions, co-incidentally, was identical with the 1947 record but the 

patient days care reported 540 larger than in 1947..
Average patient stay was 11.9 days for the entire institution; Psych

iatric patient sojourns, necessarily of longer duration than of patients in the 

general hospital, averaged 44.7 days. Average total daily occupancy was 4 U  pa

tients, or 91.3# of normal capacity.
ADMINISTRATION

Foremost event from the Administration standpoint was the completion 

of plans for the new psychiatric addition, the awarding of a contract and actual 

beginning of construction, with Groundbreaking Ceremonies on September 17, 1948.

In planning the new structure, which will increase the Hospital’s capa

city by 30X, the Sisters are elaborating upon a specialized service inaugurated by 

them in 1923, when the present building for the care of the mentall ill was built. 

St. Joseph’s was among the pioneer institutions of the country in the establishment 

of such a department in connection with a general hospital, a trend which has been 

growing steadily and has been advocated strongly during the past several years by 

national hospital authorities and the United States Public Health Service.
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Strengthening of the institution's financial picture was accomplished 

thorough two rate revisions during the year. The first was the negotiation of a 

new two-year contract, effective June 1, 1943, with the Union Pacific Railroad 

Employes Hospital Association, increasing the bed day paynent from $5.50 to $7.50 

and a few other minor advances on some of the special services which are provided 

by the Hospital. The number of bcd3 under contract was reduced from 41 to 37 on 

September 15th, through elimination of one four-bed ward, but the agreement that 

the Association pay the Hospital for all contract bed.3, whether occupied or not, 

was continued. The changes effected an increase of about $.2,000 pei month in our 

regular billings to the Association.
A general rate increase lias placed in effect throughout the Hospital 

on September 1st, amounting to an average of 10$ on all accommodations. Private 

rooms under the new schedule were increased $1 per day to a minimum of $<3.50, and 

upward to $19.50 for four luxurious deluxe rooms. Semi-private rooms (two beds) 

were advanced from $5.50 to $6.50 per day; 4-bed wards from $4*75 to $5.25 and the 

two 8—bed sun parlors from $$4.00 to $4.50. Charges for some of the special serv

ices also were advanced somewhat to assist in meeting continually mounting costs* 

Sister M. Crescentia, O.S.F., H.N., Administrator; Sister M. Hugolina, 

O.S.F., II.N., 3.S., Assistant Director of the School of Nursing, and Francis J. 

Bath, Business Manager, represented the institution at the annual regional ineeting 

of the American College of Surgeons, February 23-24, in Denver. They also attended 

the semi-annual meeting of Administrators and Business Managers of the nine hospi

tals in the Western Province, held at the Kotherhouse on Wednesday, February 25th.

A change effecting the Admissions Office took place on March 30; when 

Sister M. Gertrude Fleckenstein, who had served as Registrar for the past twelve 

years, was transferred to St. Francis Hospital and Sanitarium, Colorado Springs, 

Colo., in a similar capacity. Exchanging places with Sister Gertrude was Sister 

M. Miriam Reinert, who arrived from Colorado Springs on March 31st.
At the Catholic Hospital Association meeting in Cleveland, June 14-17,



were Sister M. Crescentia, O.S.F., FUN., Administrator; Sister M. Odolina, O.S.F., 

R.N., Surgical Supervisor and Francis J. Bath, Business Manager. Hie trip was by
i

automobile to Lafayette, Ind., where the group visited Saint Elizabeth Hospital and 

entrained that night for Cleveland,

The institution also was represented at the Nebraska Hospital Assembly 

annual convention, November 17-13, at Hotel Cornhusker, Lincoln.

Notification was received, on May 28 from the American Board of Ortho

paedic Surgery, of approval of a combined Resident Training and Assistantship Flan 

for Dr. Werner P. Jensen, under the direction of Dr, James W. Martin, a Fellow and 

Diplornate of the Board, .

Notice of roapproval of St. Joseph's as one of 2? hospitals in Nebraska 

to win favor again in 1943 of the American College of Surgeons, was received late 

in November. Other of our hospitals approved included St. Mary's, Columbus; Good 

Samaritan, Kearney; St. Elisabeth, Lincoln and St. Francis, Grand Island,

One of the pleasing experiences growing out of our service to suffering 

mankind during the year is worthy of mention here,

Mrs. Ceorge Wind©bank, 44, of Omaha, was admitted to St. Joseph’s on 

September 14. Fear that she would not recover was felt after her operation by all 

concerned, including the patient. Sister F I  pent in., in making her daily visits to 

the patients, noted the condition of Mrs. Windebank and made a return evening call, 

when she consoled the patient by saying "Do not fear, you will get well, The Sisters 

and I will pray for you," Providentially, the following morning Mrs, Nindebank'3 

condition had taken a decided turn for the better, and on September 22nd she wap 

able to leave the hospital.

A Methodist in religion, Mrs. l/.7indebank was so greatly impressed with 

the power of the prayers of the Sisters that she told her Minister about "the dear 

little Sister" who had saved her life, On the first Sunday in October, the Minister 

related the experience of his parishioner from the pulpit and extoled the efficacy 
of the pryjrsrs of the Sisters at Saint Joseph's for their patients!



ZMFHQVEKEHTS AND NEW EQUIPMENT

■file 63th anniversary of the arrival of the Poor Sisters of St. Francis

Seraph in Omaha, who on April 18, 1880, took over management of the original Saint 

Joseph Hospital from the Sisters of Mercy, was an especially memorable occasion, 

marking as it did on Sunday, April 13, 1948 the formal opening and dedication of the 

new Premature Infant Nursery, which had been under construction for nearly a year.

Contributions of nearly £9,000 had been made for the project by five 

friends of the institution, including the Junior League of Omaha, whose members voted 

a gift of $3,000; J. L. Brandeis & Sons, $3,000; Kelly-Erickson Company, $2,500; Mr* 

and Mrs. V/. Clarke Swanson, $500 and Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Coad, $100. A Model "D" 

Beckman Oxygen Analyzer, valued at $250, also */as donated by Arnold 0. Beckman, Inc., 
the manufacturer, of Pasadena, Calif.

The nursery has a capacity of twelve patients who are cared for in 

Armstrong incubators, in which heat and humidity is automatically controlled. The 

incubators also are equipped for the administration of oxygen, which is conveyed in 

copper tubing from a central oxygen supply in an adjoining room. The nursery has an 

entirely separate isolation unit which contains three incubators, the tiny occupants 

being transferred to the general premature nursery unit when all possibilities of 

cross-infection has been ruled out. The Premature Infant Nursery immediately adjoins 

the Pediatrics Department, and is the first such specialized unit in Nebraska.

One of the year’s most unusual gifts to the Hospital was that of 

John J. Gillin, iJr., President of Radio Station 'WOW, Omaha, who during the summer 

contributed two beautiful neon sign units, in appreciation for care rendered his 

daughter on several occasions in 1948. As a result of Mr. Gillin*s benefactions, 

the main entrance now i3 attractively lighted with a half-circle gold-colored neon 

Bign, “CREIGHTON MEMORIAL ST. JOSEPH'S HOSPITAL11 while atop the building right over 

the entrance glows a neon cross, 12 feet in height and 6 feet in width, which is 

visible for miles in all directions. The Cross, burning all night, serves a3 an 

inspiration and, in emergencies, as a glide to the Hospital's entrance.

i



GENERAL INFORMATION

Bids for construction of the new "Our Lady of Victory" addition 
ware opened on Thursday, August 19, 1948, with the following persons present:

Ven, Mother M. Reginalds, O.S.F., Provincial Superior, Denver 
Van, Mother M. Basilia, O.3.F., Provincial Councilor, Denver 
Van. Sister M. Ascella, O.S,F., Asst. Provincial, Denver
Van. Si3tar M. Crescentia, O.3.F., Administrator, St. Joseph’s 
Von. Sister M. Eudolphina, O.3.F., Asst. Administrator 
Frank Latonser, Architect, John Latenser & Sons, Omaha 
John Latenser, Jr., Architect, John Latenser & Sons, Omaha 
Ralph E. Svoboda, of Kennedy, Holland, DeLacy & Svoboda,

Hospital Legal Counsel
Francis J. Bath, Business Manager, St. Joseph’s

Five bids were received for the general construction work, with ■
A. Borchman Sons, Omaha, as low bidder, at $1,311,523*00. Other bids were: 
Gilmore Co., Omaha, $1,398,850} Rorick Construction Co., Omaha, $1,558,128} 
Peter Kiewit Sons Co., Omaha, $1,495,626} Walter Butler Co., $1,913,993.

Likewise, five bids were entered on the Heating, Ventilating, Air 
Conditioning and Plumbing work. J. J. Hanighen Co., Omaha, was low bidder, 
at $316,127. Other bids: B. Grunvald, Inc. $344,617} Wray M. Scott, Co., Inc, 
$349,900} Natkin & Co., $358,745} Schollraan Bros. Co. $362,790.

Seven firms bid on the Electrical work, the low bid being entered 
by National Electric Co., Omaha, for $77,198. Other bids: Dodson Engineering 
Co, $88,884.50} Evans Electric Co., $94,454} Armature Sc Electric Machine Co. 
$94,828} Henry W. Miller Electric Co., $106,450}'Sterling Electric Company, 
fill,410} Industrial Electric Works, $114,711.

Westinghouse Electric Corporation was low of four bidders on the 
elevators, at $4^,253. Following were Otis Elevator Co., $47*281} Houghton 
Elevator Co., $47,778} Montgomery Elevator Co., $51,619.

Alternate proposals on the General and Heating jobs altered the 
total combination figure of the original four low bids, reducing the total 
by approximately $85,000 to 11,686,000.00.

After a conference of the Sisters following completion of the bid 
opening, Mother M. Reginalda and Mother M. Basilia authorized Mr, Frank 
Latenser and Mr. John Latenser, Jr. to "firm up" the low general bid as much 
as possible and to prepare contracts for the low bidders in each division.
The conference adjourned at 6:00 P.M. and reconvened at 7:15 P. M. for a 
discussion of financial arrangements for the construction program.

Total anticipated cost of the new project will be approximately 
$2,000,000. including total low bids of $1,686,000 for the construction} 
Architect fees of about $90,000} Surety Bonds to assure completion, $16,860, 
a reserve of 2% to cover unforseen contingencies and an estimated 10$ of the 
construction cost to cover Furnishings and Equipment.

After consultation with the Lay Advisory Board, the Sisters entered 
into negotiations vdth the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Co., Milwaukee,



Wis., for financing of the project through a mortgage loan, at an interest 
rate of 3|£, on a 15-year contract, with provision for re-financing of any 
unpaid balance at the conalusion of the contract, October 15, 1963.

Members of the Lay Advisory Board include:

William ,J. Coad, Sr., President, Omar Mills, Inc.
Willard D. Hosford, Sr., Vice-President, John Deere Plow Go.

and Manager of Omaha Division
W. B. Millard, Jr., President, Omaha National Bank.
Ralph E, Svoboda, Member of firm, Kennedy, Holland, DeLacy 

and Svoboda, Hospital Legal Counsel

MORTGAGE LOAN TO FINANCE CONSTRUCTION

A loan of $1,200,000 to cover construction costs of the new 
"Our Lady of Victory" Wing, supplementing cash on hand in the ST. JOSEPH'S 
BUILDING FUND, was negotiated with the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance 
Company, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

The loan was voted by the Company on September 10,1943 and 
sent to the Motherhouse at Denver, where it was signed on behalf of the 
Western Province by our Provincial, Sister M. Reginalda Gerlach, O.3.F. 
on September IB, 1943.

Terms of the loan include interest at the rate of Pe” annum 
on the unpaid balance, with quarterly principal payments of $10,000 each 
quarter, beginning October 15, 1951 and continuing until October 15, 1963, 
when the remainder of the loan may be refinanced. Interest payments to be 
made quarterly, in addition to the Principal payments, in accordance with 
the wishes of the Sisters. The privilege is granted to pay off the loan 
in full, without premium, on any interest date after the end of the eighth 
year, vriLthout limitation a3 to the source of funds.

Withdrawals against principal sum of loan to be made as needed 
as construction progresses.

■«- * # -k

At the Ground-braaking Ceremonies, on Friday, September 17, 1943, 
two Omaha radio stations, WOW and KOIL, broadcast the ceremonies and made 
transcriptions of the proceedings, which again were broadcast on several night 
programs. Radio Station WOW devoted a full half-hour on a choice evening spot 
to the re—broadcast and a history of the institution, which i3 nearly as old as 
that of the city of Omaha itself. Mr. John J. Gillan, Jr,, President of WOW, 
later presented a set of 12-inch records of the full ceremonies to the Hospital 
officials for their historical library'-.

# *  # « «

Dr. S. J. Camazao, a member of the Medical Staff, was on hand for 
the Ground-breaking Ceremonies to record the proceedings on colored motion 
picture film, adding this event to the several thousand feet of film which 
he had taken of various Hospital functions and departmental activities during 
the past two years. The film, when cc ipleted, will be used for publicity 
purpose? in addition to its use as an historical record of the institution.



On behalf of the institution's medical division, the members of The 

Creighton Circle dedicated their 1948 project toward the purchase of a quantity of
i

special cardiac beds, for xvhich the organization raised the sum of $900 through its 

annual "Glve-by-Mail" solicitation.

Tiie truth of our Dear Lord's words about "bread cast upon the waters" 

never has been more fittingly demonstrated than in the receipt of a check of $100 

"as a donation to be used where ever you wish" from 82-year-old Gus Sumnick, Sr., 

of Waterloo, Nebr. "I came to this country in 1884, 20 years old," wrote the ven

erable farmer. "In the spring of 1885, I got the rheuraatism. Penniless, my Uncle 

took mo to St. Joseph Hospital, where the Sisters took care of me like a brother 

for a month. Count Creighton came to see us unfortunates, and always had a cheery 

smile and word . . . .  I still live on a farm and am doing well. I wish you all 

the best of luck and I am still your friend."

Contributions towards the ST. JOSEPH'S BUILDING FUND during the year 

included $1,000 each from Dr. Harry J. Jenkins, Mr. and Mrs. Hugo Schmidt and Omar, 

Inc.; $200 from Right Rev. Msgr. John 3. Palubicki; $250, Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Pleiss; 

$100 each, Dr. J. C. Iwersen, Dr. and Mrs. M. E. Grier, Dr. M. C. Howard, Maynard 

Tritsch and Saxe-Freeman Company; $250, Dr. and Mrs. S. J, Camazzo; 135, Dr. Frank 

E. Lipp and Ben Wellman, $10. Christmas donations brought $100 from the Sisters 

at Duchesne College, Theodore G. Killer, Miss Catherine Dee and Dr. Joseph A. Pleiss; 

$500 from Paxton & Gallagher Co., $25 each, Seiler Surgical Co. and Bert Murphy;

$5 each, B. J. Scannell and H. Kohnstamm Co. A gift of $15 also was received from 

Mrs. A. P. Steffensen, in memory of "the great kindness extended to my father, Mr*

L. C. Nielson.

Dr. Thomas Timothy Smith contributed $1,000 toward the new Bronchoscopic 

Clinic to be established during 1949; Dr. John W. Duncan gave his annual donation of 

$50 toward the cost of a new organ and Right Rev. Msgr. Nicholas H. Wegner contiibut- 

ed several hundreddollars during the year to purchase food to be sent to the world 

Motherhouse in Olpe, Westphalia, Germany.
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Remodeling and refurnishing of the Gtors Memorial Room, #330, was com

pleted early in the year at a cost of #2,054.67, which was defrayed by Mrs. Frank
W i

L. E. Smith, in memory of her parents.. ‘

A gift hearkening back to the days of the •30's rather nonplussed Sister 

K. Viventia and Sister M. Eleutheria on a trip downtown on February ICth. The two 

Sisters had visited a shoe store as both wore in need of new footwear. They made 

their selections and were about to pay their bill when an Omaha business man stepped 

up and told the clerk to give him the bill, which he promptly paid, A complete 

stranger to the 3i3ters, tne donor finally identified himself, at their insistence, 

and a letter of appreciation was sent him by Si3ter Superior. -

Another unusual contribution was a check of #175 by Dr. Adolph Sachs to 

cover the cost of the music for the annual Junior-Senior Prom, in April.,

A one-Sister campaign on behalf.of the new "Our Lady of Victory" Wing 

was undertaken during the year by Sister Mary Fulgentia, former Superior, who now 

J  devotes much of her time to daily visits with all the patients. Her pleas to the 

patients and visitors alike to "buy a brick" wa3 meeting with a hearty response as 

the year drew to a close, and several thousand dollars had been accumulated through 

the diligent efforts of our good "Little Sister" whose "brick for the new building" 
usually brings gifts of a dollar or two. ,

New furnishings, with a total valuation of $5,853.00, were purchased in 

1948 for various departments, while new equipment costs amounted to $45*377.

Principal new items of furniture included 60 FOSCO bedside cabinets for 

patients rooms; four Deckert cardiac beds and one all-purpose bed, 36 floor lamps 

with night lights and 24 bed lamps; 24 footstools, 26 electric auxilliary heaters.

In the Nurses’ Home auditorium, 100 Samson steel folding chairs replaced an equal

number of old wooden folding chairs, while in the classrooms eight new fluorescent 

% light fixtures were installed to improve the lighting. A dozen tablet arm chairs

also were bought for the auxilliary class room which was established in the basement* 

Advance purchases for the new building Included 33 chrone chairs and 40 table lamps.
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Major mechanical improvement of the year, completed at a cost of $21,423 

was the complete modernisation and reconstruction of the refrigeration, walk-in
i

coolers and ice making systems, a project which required six months and ten days to 

effect completion.
Unsatisfactory food storage facilities and inadequate ice freezing capa

city, brought about by greatly increased hospital occupancy since the installation 

of the original ammonia operated circulating bring system in late 1923, necessitated 

the modernization program. The ammonia equipment was replaced with a direct expan

sion Freon system, consisting of three independently operated compressors with a 

total capacity of 15 tons of refrigeration. The four smaller walk-in coolers ware 

completely rebuilt and reinsulated, and unit type blowers replaced the-former coil 

cooling system. The four boxes are refrigerated by one compressor; a second unit 

cools the large walk-in bulk storage refrigerator while the third co.mpressor handles 

a newly constructed deep freeze walk-in box, 20x6x8 feet in size, which occupies the 

space previously devoted to the ice-freezing tank and ice-crushing machine.

Providing ribbon ice now for use throughout the institution are three 

one-ton "York" Flaklce machines, installed in utility rooms of First, Second and Third 

floors, Kiddle Wing. The former 10-ton York compressor, with coils and motor, brought 

|750 when sold to a commercial firm, the Hawarden Ice Go., Hawardan, Iowa. A small 

compressor unit also was installed for the morgue refrigerator.

Mew Medical and Surgical Service equipment included a Heidbrink 75-B 

oxygen tent, purchased from St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln, and a Mechainaire Tent; 

several sets of fracture frames, 12 patients' exercise bars, two Pelton instrument 

sterilizers, six inhalators and a variety of smaller items. A new Martin rectal 

table, two Operay Multibeam operating lights, several wheel stretchers and an electric 

cast cutter were the major new items in Surgery.
An additional Spencer microscope, inclined binocular, was added in the 

Laboratory, in addition to a new water bath and Burton microscope lamp. X-Ray had 

three new film filing cabinets, in addition to an illuminator and Bdiphone dictator.
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Another important project in the Dietary Department was the installation 

of ten counter-type Hobart stainless steel dishwashers in the service kitchens of
i

the various floors, at a cost of $5,472. Stainless steel work tops were built for 

all the dishwashing equipment areas; installed, the dishwashers cost an addntional 

thousand dollars but the satisfaction of having the units on all patient service 

flcbors was sufficient compensation to offset the thought of the expense.

The second unit of the National Gash Register accounting equipment for 

the "Front Office" arrived July 7th, and was placed in "dead storage" until the 

entire patient account record system could be reorganised. With its companion type

writer and accounting machine for the "Back Office", the new equipment represents a 

total cost of $6,895» an investment which is expected to pay good returns through 

speedier completion of patients' accounts and automatic recording of departmental 

charges at the day's end, thus’ eliminating much work now performed manually. Depart

ments receiving new typewriters during 1948 included the Medical Secretary's office, 
in Surgery, and the Pharmacy.

In the Laundry, a monel metal Norwood Cascade washer, costing $2,952.50} 

a 40x54" Horwath wooden washer, costing $1,307.50 and an American 25# capacity monel 

metal washer, for small and special loads, costing $852, were added during the year.

A new Applegate linen marking machine, foot-operated, was installed in the main sew

ing room to facilitate identification of linens.

For lawn and garden use, a Gravely gasoline motored tractor (with plow, 

disc, weed cutting bar and snowplow attachments) was purchased, in good used condition, 

for 1400 as also was a second-hand pick-up truck for general use, for $450. A gaso

line motor lawn mower also was purchased for $109. For the Carpenter Shop an electric 

hammer and auxiliary tools cost $241.25.
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SCHOOL OF NURSING . .

St. Joseph’s School of Nursing suffered an irreparable loss in the death 

on October 1st of our beloved Sister Mary Livina Thompson, O.S.F., R.N., B.A., B.3., 

M.A., after an illness of two weeks.

A native of Texas vho later moved to Colorado as a child, Sister Livina 

joined our Community on August 30, 1902 at the Motherhouse in Lafayette, Ind., where 

she was invested with the habit on April 30, 1903. She received hor nursing degree 

from the School of Nursing of St. Elisabeth Hospital, Lafayette, and then took up 

the study of Pharmacy. In 190?, Sister Livina came to Omaha and served as Pharmacist 

for twelve years. When the St. Joseph's School of Nursing, which had been established 

in 1899 as a training school for Sisters, was converted into a school for lay women 

in 1917, Sister Livina pursued fufcther studies to qualify herself for the position as 

Director, to which she was appointed in June, 1919, the first Religious to serve as 

head of the School. She continued in this post until her death.

) During her tenure of office as Director, a total of 939 students completed

their studies and received Registered Nurse degrees. The Silver Jubilee of establish

ment of the School of Nursing for lay students was celebrated October 30, 1942, with 

many of Sister Livina’s "girls" returning to pay her high tribute. Sister Livina 

celebrated her own Silver Jubilee as a member of the Community on April 30, 1928.

The rapid growth of the lay training school under Sister Livina, which in 

1922 had attained an enrollment of 90 students, made necessary plans for erection of 

a combined School of Nursing and residence. Construction of the structure, to house 

150 students and school facilities, was started late in 1922 and on the Feast of Saint 

Joseph, March 19, 1923, the conrerstone was laid. Exactly a year later, on March 19, 

1924, the six-story $300,000 structure was dedicated and on April 1st the students took 

possession of their new home.

Sister Livina received her B.S. and R.A. degrees from Creighton University, 

and on July 31, 1936 she was awarded her M.A. degree from Columbia University.

Funeral services were held Jn the Hospital Chapel on October 4th, with



Rev. Charles H. Strassberger, Hospital Chaplain, as celebrant of tho Requiem solemn 

Mass* Among those present for the services were Mother Mary Reginalda, Provincial, 

and Sister M. Asella, Assistant Provincial, of Denver. Honorary pallbearers included 

Sisters Mary Chrysostoma, Hugolina, Edwardina, Kartinia, Joselda and Margaret Arm, all 

of St. Joseph's Hospital. Members of the Interne Stall 'were active pallbearers.

Rev. Harry D. Crimmins, 3.J., Regent of the Creighton University Schools 

of Mursing, delivered the sermon at the burial Mass, saying in part:
"How beautiful a passing! On the eve of the feast of the Guardian Angels, 

God's angels led Sister Livina to Him. On this glorious feast of Saint Francis of 

Assisi, the Angels lead her to Saint Francis and the glorious Franciscan Saints up 

in Heaven.
"Sister Livina early head tho call of Saint Francis, and became his fol

lower. How calm and self-composed she was always - she led her life hidden away with 

Christ, storing up treasurer for Heaven. Many in this world work to build up honors, 

distinction and wealth. Then comes this day which has come to Sister Livina. What 

becomes of honors and wealth? They cannot be taken along on that last journey. The 

wealth which Sister Livina stored up in life has paved her way to Heaven.

"A simple, humble daughter of Saint Francis, Sister Livina in the last 

few months has suffered much - she has suffered patiently, /ill the nurses who have 

graduated under her have been the recipients of her gracious ways of life. The exam

ple of Sister Livina's life will spread and spread, to all parts of the earth - her 

example will be conveyed by her graduates to their daughters, and so on, probably for 

all Eternity. May God grant her eternal happiness for her accomplishments in His 

service here on earth!"

On October 13th, Sister Mary Louis Wenzl, O.S.F., R.N., B.S., K.S.N.Ed., 

arrived from. Denver to succeed Sister Livina as Director of the School of Nursing, 

following her appointment to the position by Mother Mary Reglnalda. She previously 

had served in a similar capacity at St, Anthony Hospital School of Nursing after she
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had received her M. 3. degree from St. Louis University. .

Sister Kary Louis, a native of Steinauer, Nebr,, 3s one af a fanily of 

four sisters who arc registered nurses and graduates of the St, Elizabeth Hospital 

School of Nursing, Lincoln. 33.x months after completing her course in nursing, in 

1932, Sister Mery Louis entered our Community 5_n Denver end then went to Lafayette 
to nerve her novitiate.

Sister Mary Hugolinn Peoples, O.S.F., R.N., D.S., who had served here as 
Assistant Director under Sister Livina, succeeded Sister Kary Louis as Director of 

the St. Anthony's School of Nursing, leaving Omaha on October 3th for Denver.

Fifty-nine students were graduated from the St. Joserh School of Nursing 

during 1943, comprising the last two classes to be graduated under the var-timo 

Government-sponsored Cadet nursing program. The first graduation exercises were 

held January 13 at Creighton University, when 21 St. Joseph graduates were awarded 

thoir diplomas. The second class of 38 students graduated on June 3 and enjoyed 

the privilege of hearing Clare Booth Luce, e»Congresswoilan, who delivered the com
mencement address.

Forty-five students from six states comprised the 1943 Freshman Class 

of the School of Nursing, enrolled on July 7« The group was the last of the early 

summer class registrations which were inaugurated during the war-time speed-up of 

nursing classes. Following the precedent established with the July, 1947 class, one 

male student was numbered among the incoming students, it being his desire eventual
ly to specialize In anesthesia.



Beautiful ceremonies marked the annual May Crooning and procession of 

the student nurses and Sisters on May 24th, at which Rev, Francis Degelman, S»J.,. i
professor of Religion at Creighton University, counseled the students and members 

of the graduating class to ever hold the Blessed Virgin as their model in the practice 

of their profession. Solemn Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel 

followed the procession through the hospital grounds.
A number of St. Joseph's graduates attended the Creighton summer school 

session, at which Sister Mary Louis conducted two nursing education courses from 

June 10 to July 21. Subjects offered were "Supervision and Ward Management" and 

"Methods of Teaching Applied to Nursing."
Outstanding change of the School of Nursing during 1948 was the conver

sion of the spacious parlor, at the north end of the first floor, into a library 

and study room to provide expanded facilities for the proposed merger of libraries 

of the School and the Hospital's medical library.
Seven oak tables, 36x96" in size, and sixty matching oak chairs were 

installed in the former parlor space, which was relighted with new fluorescent fix

tures. Two rooms immediately adjoining the study room were converted into stack 

rooms for the combined libaaries. Miss Clare T. Mackin, R.L., of Omaha, assumed 

charge of the Medical Library on November 15th, and was assisted by Mrs. Eileen Ben

son, who had been in charge of the School of Nursing library for several years.

Also added to the School of Nursing facilities was a new manikin torso, 

designed especially for teaching the functions of the skull, eye, ear, nose, throat 

and the urinary system. The apparatus cost i'219.50.
So that the students might have better recreational facilities for 

their spare moments, the splendid tennis court just north of the Home was equipped 

with flood lights at a cost of approximately $400. The nurses and internes showed 

their appreciation by play almost nightly on the well lighted court.
Twenty-four Freshman students volunteered their services to solicit funds 

for the American Red Cross financial campaign in March, and received public acclaim.
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Three of St. Joseph's nursing students, styling themselves as "The 

Nightingales," gave our institution and School of Nursing national publicity when
i

they appeared on a countrywide broadcast of the Horace Heidt amateur talent show 

from the Orpheum Theatre, January 4th. The trio, including the Misses Rita Grogan, 

Helen Kleespie3 and Dorothy A. Sand, were loudly applauded by the audience of 2000 

people and von high praise for their rendition of "Winter Wonderland" from Mr. Heidt. 

The nurses subsequently appeared on a large number of programs throughout the city 

and were generously acclaimed by press and radio.

Very Rev. Eric Beevor, of Stillwater, Okla., conducted the annual Retreat 

for the student body, March 14 to 19. .

Sister Mary Louis, O.S.F., Director of the School of Nursing, was ap

pointed on November 13th to the National Accrediting Committee.

STAFF

Two administrative shifts in the Creighton University School of Medicine 

on September 1st brought about top level changes in the Medical Staff of St. Joseph's. 

Dr. Percy J. Carroll, retired brigadier general of-the United States Army, came from 

his home in St. Louis, Mb, to become Dean of the School of Medicine .and Chief of 

Staff of our institution, succeeding Dr. Charles M. Wilhelmj, Dean since 1939, who 

was named to a new post as Director of Research in addition to his professorship in 

Physiology which he had held since 1930.
Dr. Carroll immediately busied himself with his new duties as head of 

the Hospital staff and set about a reorganization of the Medical School program.

St. Joseph's was again in the limelight during 1948 in the television 

broadcasting of medical clinic demonstrations from the Hospital to the Paxton Hotel 

as a feature of the annual Omaha-Midweat Clinical Society meeting, October 27th.

Two cameras of Radion Station WOW were set up in the Surgical Pavilion from where 

Dr. S. L. Koch, Professor of Surgery, Northwestern University Medical School, and 

Dr. James A. Dickson, of Cleveland, Ohio, televised the treatment of a fracture case



and blood vessel and hand injury repairs to a number of screens set up in the hotel's 

three meeting rooms. It is believed to be the first televised nodical clinic.

Faculty members of the Creighton University school of Medicine, all of 

the Hospital staff, von four of the five prizes for their exhibits at the Clinical 

Society's sixteenth annual assembly. A new apparatus developed to prevent the embolus 

which are so fatal in many surgical casus was demonstrated by Dr3. Harry H. McCarthy, 

Louis D. McGuire, A. C. Johnson and John W. Gatewood, and won first prize. The unit 

was developed through experimental use over a period of months in Surgery by these 

four doctors, and the listers were justly proud of the success of these surgeons.

A film on the surgical treatment of varicose veins, ale also n lurgery, 

won for Drs. Earl A. Connolly and Arnold 1a, I.empka the second prize. First prize for 

excellence of presentation was won by Drs. James F. Kelly, 3. Carl iiussur, Charles 

Havel and John Sheehan, 'Idle second prize in this clas,; went to Dr3. Loui3 E. Moon 

and John B. Christensen. Other Staff doctors who had exhibits were 3. J. Carnazzo,

3. T. Mangiamelli, J. J. Borghoff, Thomas T. Smith, James W. Martin, Maurice S. Grier, 

W. Riley Kovar, William J. Heals and Francis J. Campos.

Proud indeed were the Sisters when word w“as received of the action of 

Pope Pius Xll in nominating 3t. Joseph's own Dr. Adolph Sachs to the award of Knight 

Commander with Star of the Order of 3t. Gregory the Great. The honor was formally 

bestowed upon Dr. Sachs at ceremonies on November 3 at the Hotel Fontensile, which was 

witnessed by 2h0 professional, clergy and family friends of the honored recipient.

His Grace, the Most Rev. Gerald T. Bergan, S.T.D., Archbishop of Omaha, presided at 

the investitur:. Dr. Sachs is a graduate of Creighton University School of Medicine, 

•07. He served his intameship in St. Joseph's and has been a valued member of the 

staff all through the intervening years, with the rank of Head of the Medical depart

ment since 19° '. The bestowing of this high honor upon Dr. Dacha marked h® first tir 
such recognition has been awarded a non-Catholic in the Archdiocese of Omaha.

In a reorganization of the Union Pacific Railroad Employes Hospital Assoc

iation, effective January 1, 1948, Dr. D, L. Garnette, of Salt Lake City, Utah and



Los Angeles, Calif, became medical director of the organization, succeeding Adolph 

Sachs, M.D., who had resigned as head of the riilroad's eastern division, Dec. 31.
i

Dr. Lynn T. Hall, of Omaha, was named as medical officer of the eastern unit,* to be 

assisted by St. Joseph staff members, Drs. J. G. Bartek, R. T. Mauer, J. J. O'Hearn, 
Arnold McDermott and Raymond L. Traynor.

Drs. B. Carl Russum, pathologist, and E. Emmette McMahon, of the Medical 

Staff, were presented gold plaques by Very Rev. William H. McCabe, S.J., President 

of Creighton University, in recognition of the completion of 25 years of service to 

the Medical School. The awards wore made at the annual Founders' Day Banquet to the 

two physicians, who are members of the Creighton College Class of 1913. ■

Appointment of Dr. Albert S. Black, Jr., graduate of the University of 

Chicago Medical School, 'AO, as a member of the Creighton University faculty and as 

plastic surgeon of the Hospital staff, was made in April. Dr. Black came to Omaha 

from the Mayo Clinic, where he had served a Residency in Plastic Surgery.

Two members of the Medical Staff were lost by death during 1948, Dr. 

Emmett E. McMahon dying suddenly on September 17th and Dr. Raymond L. Traynor, who 

passed away November 10, after a several months illness. Both served interneships 

at St. Joseph's and were actively associated with the Staff from their graduation.

Two special programs featured monthly Staff meetings during the year.

On February 4th, Dr. Janies Brailsford, Hunterian Professor of the Royal College of 

Surgeons, London, England, served as a guest conference leader in a special program 

in the Tumor Clinic. On November 15th, James A. Reyniers, M.D., Research Professor, 

Notre Dame University, spoke on "Germ Free Animals and Medical Research."

V/ith The Most Rev. Gerald T. Bergan, S.T.D., Archbishop of Omaha, as the 

honor guest, the Sisters entertained members of the Medical Staff at their annual 

dinner, on October 6th. More than 160 doctors and a few special friend of the insti

tution were in attendance to give His Grace a royal initial welcome to St. Joseph's.

Dr. W. J. McMartin was elected president of the south central section of 

the American Urological Association at the annual meeting, Oct. 23, in St. Louis.



Members of the Midwest Proctologic Society from eight states attended 

the annual conference, held March 5-6, in Omaha. A luncheon for the surgeons was
i

served by the Sisters on the first day, following an operative clinic held in the 

surgical pavilion of St. Joseph's. Dr. Louis ii. Moon, of our staff, i3 president of 

the organization. States represented included Nebraska, Missouri, Arkansas, Kansas, 

Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana and Minnesota.

The annual dinner for the Interne .‘.Staff was given by the Medical Staff 

on May 19th on the roof garden of the Blackstone Hotel. After the dinner program, 

the Internes find first year Residents were presented with gold keys bearing the 

hospital's official seal eiblera, similar to the School of Nursing pin. .

Dr. Harry H. McCarthy was named a Fellow; of the International College 

of Surgeons, and Dr. E. J. Smith a nominee of the organization at the annual meet

ing in Lansing, Mich. November 4th,

Elected to Staff membership during 1946 were:

Dr. Benjamin C. Bishop, surgeon; Dr. Duaine Doan, psychiatrist; Robert 

J. Fitzgibbons, surgeon; Kenneth E. Latterell, anesthesiologist; Frank K. Lipp, oph

thalmologist; Stephen L. Magiera, medicine; Nathaniel C. Scott, general practice.

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

Right P-ev. Msgr. Nicholas H. Wegner, D.D., Administrator of the Omaha 

archdiocese, was celebrant of the Solemn High Mass in honor of Saint Joseph, held 

in the hospital Chapel on .March 19th. The sermon was given by Rev. Robert Carvey, 

pastor of St. Mary's parish, Bellevue. A dinner honoring the Clergy followed.

Rev. Phillip Ilittmeier, 0. F.M., conducted both Retreats for the Sisters, 

the first from January 5 to 10, and the second, for the summer school attendants, 

from August 3 to 6th.

Founder's Day was observed in honor of our beloved foundress, Venerable 

Mother Mary Theresa Bonzel, on February 6th, with a High Mass celebrated by Father 

Strassberger, and on February 7th, Creighton University Founder's Day, anniversary 

of the death of our great benefactor, C unt John A. Creighton, who died in 1907.



The sixty-eighth anniversary oi the arrival of our Sisters in Omaha was commemorated 

with a High % s s  on April 7th, and the feast of our patron, St. Francis, on Oct. 4,
i

'•The Sisters rejoiced with the entire state of Nebraska in the enthrone

ment on the Most Rev, Gerald T. Bergan, S.T.D. as the second Archbishop of Omaha, 

on March 31st at St. Cecilia's Cathedral. The Most Rev. Amleto Giovanni Cicognani, 

D.D., Apostolic Delegate to the United States, presented the new Archbishop with the 

crozier, symbol of jurisdiction over a See covering the entire state of Nebraska. 

Present for the ceremonies were more than 500 clergy, 200 Sisters and 700 layity.
In the sanctuary were 3d Archbishops and Bishops, two Benedictine abbots and one 

Trappist abbot. A number of our Sisters attended the festivities. .

St. Joseph Hospital School of Nursing graduates gathered on Passion Sun

day for their third annual Day of Recollection. Opeining with Hass at 8 o'clock, 

the program included three conferences and several periods of private devotion and 

meditation. The Sistersserved breakfast and dinner to the nurses. The Rev. Paul 

Waldron, of St. Columban's Foreign Mission Society, preached the Retreat.
OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

Of much interest to the Sisters was the departure on July 31 of Sister 

Mary Emily, O.S.F., of Lafayette, Ind. and Sister Herman Joseph Wegner, O.S.F., of 

the Western Province, for the world Kotherhouse at Olpe, Westphalia, Germany, whore 

these two nuns were to serve as representatives of the two American provinces.

Principal duties of these American Sisters wore to be the teaching of 

American citizenship, civics and our way of life in order to better acquaint our 

German sisters in religion with the language and customs of our Sisters in the United 

States. Sister Herman Joseph, who had taught in Omaha, Columbus and Humphrey, Nebr, 

and in New Mexico, is a sister of Sister Mary Arrainia, O.S.F. of of Right Rev. Nicho

las H. Wegner, D.D., Administrator of the Archdiocese of Omaha.

Significant was the fact that our Sisters forwarded the grand total of 

751 relief packages, containing food, clothing and other necessities, to the world 

Motherhouse and to relatives in Europe, principally in Germany, during 1948.



A ceremony, brief but beautiful in its simplicity, took place in the 

hospital's main parlor on Friday, January 23, when Sister Mary Fulgentia Frisch,
i

O.S.F., retired administrator of St. Joseph's, and Sister ti. Consolata Hunker,O.S.F., 

personnel director, were honored by the presentation of an orchid from Torn Breneman, 

of radio fame. The citation for Sister Fulgentia was in recognition of her work in 

establishing at St. Joseph's Hospital, in 1963, a special department for the treat

ment of poliomyelitis patients, the first such regular service in Nebraska hospitals. 

The award to bister Consolata was in recognition of her recent Golden Anniversary of 

service as a member of our Community, and for her work in effective personnel superv

ision. Dr. Harry J. Murphy made the presentations on behalf of Tom breneman, who 

sent the orchids by air express for the occasion, in the presence of a number of the 

Sisters, members of the Medical Staff and employes of the institution.

Sister H. Kugolina and Sister Ft. Viventia conferred with several groups 

in Lincoln on June 13th to secure more materials for the course on Ward Management 

and Methods of Teaching.

Sister Ff. Kudolphina Simons journeyed to Denver on June l3t to join with 

other members of her Reception in celebration of their Silver Jubilee at the Mother- 

house, on June 3rd. she returned to Omaha after the ceremonies and belayed her 

Jubilee trip until august 26th, when site went to her former home at Stuart, Nebr. 

for a visit with relatives, returning to Omaha again on September 6th.

Sister H. Kugolina, accompanied by Sister Mary Louis, of Denver, were in 

Chicago, May 31 to June 3, for the meeting of tho National League of Nursing education 

and then continued on to Cleveland to attend the Catholic Hospital Association con

vention, the following week.

Sister M. Ldmondine Kurilacz visited with us v/hile here in June to attend 

the Golden Jubilee celebration of her home parish, the Immaculate Conception Church. 

Attending the Jubilee from tho Hospital were Sisters M. Hleutheria Brygg, Edward ina, 

Cornoliana, Thimothea and Simpliciana.



Sisters M. Crescentia and Sister M. Odolina attended the Catholic Hospital 

Association convention in Cleveland, June 7-10, staying at 3t. Alexis Hospital.
i

Sister M. Chrysostoma and Sister M. Aloysia attended the investiture of . 

the latter's sister in the Dominican Order on June 10th, returning on the 12th.

In attendance at the Hematology Seminar in St. Paul, Minn., June 10-11, 

was Sister M. Euthalia, O.S.F., our Meciical Technologist.
Sister Mary Ellen Lamb, who graduated from Creighton University in June, 

departed July 1st for St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln, as medical technologist in an 

exchange of places with Sister M. Charlotte Zingg, who arrived the same date to assist 

sister M.- Euthalia in the Pathological Laboratory. .
Receiving degrees from Creighton University at the conclusion of the 

summer school session, August 6, were Sister Mary Bernardis Lohaus, O.S.F., of St.

Mary's school, Humphrey, who was av;arded her Bachelor of Science degree, and Sister
3JU & . 'SMary Viatora Mankato, O.S.F., of St. Joseph Convent, Denver. The latter received 

her Master of Arts degree from the Graduate School. Both lived at the hospital while 

pursuing their university studies.
. Sister M. Aloysia Clupny arrived on May 25th from St. Francis Hospital, 

Colorado Seringa, to begin studies at Duchesne College preparatory to entering upon 

training as a medical technologist student.
Sister M. James York came on August 27th from St. Joseph Convent, Denver,

to enter the St. Joseph's School of Nursing.
Sister M. Joseph Lienert , arrived August 7th iroin St. Elizabeth Hospital, 

Lincoln, to prepare for her medical technology course and to enter Duchesne College 

in Spetember. Sister Joseph stopped en route from the Kotherhouse at Denver to take 

a two weeks shout course at St. .Elizabeth's in the laboratory technique of cutting 

parafine tissue sections.
Sister M. Hugolina accompanied Sister Mary Louis to St. Louis, September 

17—18 for a Conference at the Catholic Hospital Association headquarters*

Sister H. Theresa Ann rein]ued with Sister M. Humiliana from Denver in 

August following investiture ceremonies at the Motherhouse on August 12th.



Mother Mary Basilia came from Denver on October 14th, and left that 

night with Sister M. Crescentia for a visit with relatives in and near Colone, Minn.
i

They returned on October 23rd and Mother Basilia left on the following day for the 

Motherhouse.

Also vacationing in Minnesota during Indian Summer were Sister Mary 

Fulgentia and Sister Mary Humiliana, who spent the period from October 13 to 23 

on a visit with relatives of Sister Fulgentia at Wabasha, Minn.

Sister Margaret Ann Kanak departed on November 30th for Snporia, Kans. 

to become Obstetrical Department supervisor at St. Mary’s Hospital.

On December 1st, Sister M. Euthalia and Sister M. Romualda visited the 

Sisters at Good Samaritan Hospital, Kearney, while calling upon Dr. Merle Harrison, 

a former St. Joseph interne, who is a paitent at the State TB Hospital there.

In Lincoln for a conference on Premature Infant Care, December 1, were 

Sisters M. Corneliana, O.B. Supervisor, and Sister Mary Louis, Director of the 

School of Nursing. The Conference was held at Lincoln General Hospital.

Cheering pre-holiday news was the cablegram received December 1st, that 

Mother Mary Fabiana and her companion would leave the Motherhouse at Olpe, West

phalia, Germany, December 3rd by ’plane, arriving in New York tjye following day, on
. <. x vtheir way to the two American motherhouses for the first post-way visitation.

Notification also was received on the amno day of the appointment of 

Cardinal Micara as Cardinal Protector for our Community, by His Holiness, Pope Pius.

Sister M. Miriam Reinert, Registrar* at St. Joseph’s, accompanied her 

two sisters, Sister M. U n a  and Sister Mary Peter, of Good Samaritan Hospital, Kear

ney, to their family hone in Hammond, Tnd. in July, on the occasion of Sister Lina’s 

Silver Jubilee trip. They also visited relatives in Oak Park, HI. and were present 

at the Golden Jubilee celebration of the pastor of their home ’parish. Sister Lina

is Administrator of St. Francis Hospital and Sanitarium, Colorado Springs.
 ̂ .Sister X. Romualda, with Sister M. Consolata as companion, Journeyed to 

Wisconsin, Sept. 26 to Oct. 4 to visit t,h« former’s sister, Sister ¥.• Christionna, 

O.S.F., of the Milwaukee Franciscans, who lives at the Sisters' Home, Campbellsport.



Sister M. Liberia Kozjan, X-Ray Technologist, was in Washington, D.C. 

to attend the annual Congress of Physical Medicine, September 6 to 10. She also
i

stopped at her old home, Harrisburg, Pa. for a visit with relatives, en route.

Sister M. Richardis, of St. Bonaventure1s School, Columbus, who had 

been staying at the Hospital while attending the summer school session at Creighton 

University, was called to her home in California, July 14, by the critical illness 

of her mother.
Sister Chrysostoma accompanied Sister Aloysia to Great Bend, Kans. on 

June 2nd to attend the investiture of the latter’s sister, a candidate in the 

Dominican order, .
Sister K. Constance Kellogg left St. Joseph’s on Kay 31st to return 

to the Motherhouse at Denver, after completing her studies at Duchesne College,

Sisters M. Consolata and Hugolina, together with Mr. Bath, represented 

St. Joseph's at the annual Mid-West Hospital Association convention, April 26-28, 

at Municipal Auditorium, Kansas City, Ko.

Visitors at the Motherhouse in Denver included Sister M. Crescentia 

on three occasions, February 4» February 26 and September 2j Sister M. Camilla, 

who accompanied Sister Gertrude on March 30th; Sister M. Antonette, June 4th; Sis

ter M. Garlene, June 17; Sister M. Hugolina, June 23; Sister M. Rudolfina, July 22 

and Sister M. Martinia, August 10 to 14.



VOLUNTEER SERVICES

The number of volunteer workers registered another decline during 1948, 

continuing the steady post-v/ar decrease in the various groups of women who perform 

gratuitous service on behalf of the Hospital. Those who remained active, however, 

displayed continuous enthusiasm and contributed generously of their time.

One exception was noted among the groups, that being in the activities 

of the Gray Ladies Service of the Douglas County Chapter of the American ited Cross, 

which recorded 2,742 hours of volunteer effort, compared with 2,648 hours in 1947. 

Mrs. Bayard L. McMullen was named in January as Chairman for 1943 and worker untir

ingly throughout the year in direction of the Gray Ladies service to patients, such 

as writing of letters, reading to patients, shopping for them and other courtesies,

A Christmas luncheon was tendered the St. Joseph's Unit, December 20, in appreciation 

of their work on behalf of the Sisters and patients.

Hie report of Mrs. L. C. Armintrout, Chairman of trie St. Joseph’s Unit, 

Red Cross Production Corps, showed 326 hours of time contributed by 59 women in eight 

months of work during 1943. The report further showed 11,395 items of work, com

pared with 422 hours of service and 13,393 pieces of work in 1947. Service bars 

were awarded regular attendants at the annual meeting on January 16th, recognizing 

services performed in 1947.

In addition to the contribution of $900 for the purchase of cardiac beds, 

members of Hie Creighton Circle again sponsored the Needlework Guild display for the 

institution at the city-wide gathering-in exhibit in the Fall. Results this year 

were disappointing to the Officers and Mrs. Joseph A. Pleiss, President, emphasized 

the need for a general reorganization of the Circle's activities if a more satisfac

tory showing wore to be made in 1949. Total articles contributed were 1,093, most 

of which consisted of small ltem3, such as wash cloths, towels, pillow cases, etc.

Members of The Creighton Circle were honored at a tea in the Nurses'

Home, September 22, by the Sisters. Student nurses assisted in entertaining the 

ladies, in recognition of the interest shown by the Circle in .School of Nursing.



St. Joseph's was signally honored in being extended an invitation to 

have Sister M. Crescentia, Administrator, and Francis J. Bath, Business Manager,
i

represent the larger Catholic hospitals of the country at the American Hospital 

Association' 3 first Workshop on Supervisory Training in Hospitals, conducted July 

12 to 21 at the University of Illinois, Galesburg division.

The attendance of 28 students was limited to representatives of various 

types and sizes of institutions, including religious, non-sectarian, municipal, city, 

county and state hospitals. Members of the University of Illinois, Extension Divi

sion, faculty and leaders in industry served as the instructors and conference lead

ers during an intensive short course consisting of theoretical and practical work 

in the proper training of supervisory personnel within the hospital organizations.

Also in attendance at the Workshop was Sister Mary Ascella, of Denver, 

Assistant Provincial of our Western Province.
The Omaha Area Hospital Council., at its annual meeting at St. Joseph's 

Hospital on January 27, voted to extend membership to hospitals within a 60-mile 

radius of Omaha. Sister M, Crescentia was named as a member of the Executive Board. 

The Council also undertook during 1948 a survey of hospital facilities in the commu

nity to provide complete information as to the accommodations and services available 

in event of a public catastrophe, with Sister Crescentia as a member of the Committee.

Two religious from Spain, who for the past 12 years had been stationed at 

Spanish Hospital, Medico City, D.F., arrived at St. Joseph's early in July to begin 

an 18-months period in the study of nursing specialties. Members of the Community 

of the Daughters of St. Joseph, whose Mbtherhouse is at Gerana, Spain, Sister M. 

Dominica Infante Martinez was to specialize in X-Ray work while Sister M, Hyacinth 

Calle was to study central, service methods.
The first class of anesthetists ever graduated In Omhha received their 

certificates on May 29th, after having completed a year's post-graduate training 

in.our School of Anesthesia. Sister M. Crescentia presented the certificates to 

four graduate nurses who had started their training July 1, 1947.



Right fr-ev. Msgr. Nicholas H. V/egnar, D.D., former Chancellor and Adminis

trator of the Archdiocese of 0*n ah a, was appointed Director of Father Flanagan's Boys 

Howe, more familiarly knovm as Boystcwn, by the Most Rev. Gerald T. Bergan, S.T.D., 

Archbishop of Omaha, in November. The appointment was to fill the post as Director 

which was made vacant by the death of Msgr. Edward J. Flanagan, Founder of the City 

of Little Men, in May, 1943, while on a visit in Europe.

St. Joseph's war, completely shut off from its supply of city water for 

l| hours on December 14, when a 16-inch main which serves this section of the city 

suffered a break. Fortunately, the damage occured shortly after midnight, when the 
needs for water were at the day's minimum, and little inconvenience was felt in the 

institution. A 500-gallon tank wagon was brought to the hospital by the Metropolitan 

Utilities District to provide water for an emergency, but none wag needed.

Generous Nebraskans contributed mere than 31,600 to assist in providing 

10 million units of penicillin daily for Miss Rita Bernt, 23-year-old Columbus, Nebr. 

nurse, who was brought to St. Joseph's May 14, after having been a patient in another 

Omaha hospital for three months. At one point in her treatment for bacterial endo

carditis, Miss Bernt was receiving 40 million units per day, costing £l60 each day. 

This heavy dosage did not continue long, fortunately. She remained in St. Joseph's 

until September 10. Medicine charges alone amounted to #1,833}

Rev. John J. Krajicek, pastor of Assumption Church, Omaha, for more than 

25 years, passed away November 11th in Room 390, in which he had been a patient con

tinuously since August 3, 1942. Father Krajicek had suffered a stroke from which he 

only partially recovered, and he was under the care of the same special duty nurse 

throughout his hospital confinement.

Rev. William ?. Whalen, S.J., Regent of the Creighton University School 

of Medicine for 27 years, until his departure for Chicago in 1923, died December 15 

in Chicago. Father Whalen, who formerly was closely associated vdth the hospital, 

returned to Omaha to attend the Diamond Jubilee celebration banquet in 1945, which 

was his last visit to the city.



An old-time Omaha balloonist, George E. Yager, made a second ’’forced 

landing” at St. Joseph's in October, -when he entered the hospital for medical treat-
i . - '

rnent of a stomach ailment. The 72-year-old airman recalled during his stay that he 

had paid St. Joseph's fin unscheduled visit in October, 1906, vhen a gas-filled bal

loon which he vas Hying ever the neighborhood had burst and he descended, without 

injury, on the hospital grounds where the Nurses' Home now stands. "I am just as 

happy that I came in on the ground this time,” Mr. Yager commented.

Christmas Day was only a minute and a half old when Omaha's first reported 

Christmas baby of 19/,8 uttered her first lusty cries. The infant was born while the 

midnight bells were tolling and was the first of 15 Christmas babies b o m  in the city.

Mobile beauty shop service was inaugurated in November in St. Joseph's 

by the Nebraska Deauty Service for Hospitals, and the innovation proved quite popu

lar v/ith the patients.

National Hospital Day, May 12th, was the occasion of the launching of a 

drive to recruit 300 student nurses for Omaha hospitals, as part of a national cam© 

paign to enroll 65,000 students for the fall classes. As a feature of National 

Hospital Day, the Pediatrics and Premature Infant Nursery staffs presented an all

day demonstration of a life-sice doll baby whose rubber lungs were visible through 

a plastic chest. A new' F. Ac J Heuuscitator helped the "baby” to breathe. The model 

is used for teaching purposes in the School of Nursing and for medical students.

When Graduation Day of the Creighton University School of Medicine 

rolled around, June 3, Dr. Margaret D. Jeffrey was greeting her newly born son in 

the Maternity Department. Her place in the graduation line was taken by her husband, 

Dr. Robert A. Jeffrey, Jr., who was presented not only with his own diploma but also 

with that of his doctor-wife. Dr. Jeffrey, Jr., the son of a rural minister, is a 

convert to the Catholic faith, and served his internoship at St. Joseph's.
Undisputed champion of the newborn nursery on April 25th was Kathleen 

Ann Monies, who tipped the scales at 14 pounds, 5 ounces at birth/



A number of "blue baby4* operations ware performed at St. Joseph’s during 

1948 by Dr. Harry K. McCarthy, and the institution received widespread publicity as
i

the successful results of the difficult surgical procedures became known. One of 

the youthful.patients, 5 years old, was on the operating table for hours and, on 

one occasion, badly frightened the attending surgeon when M s  heart completely stop
ped beating for a brief period.

Another rare operation was the removal of a tumor from the thymus glend 

a 2-year—old bo7/ from Battle Creek, Iowa. The operation was performed December 

18th and within a month "Tommy” was well on the way to normal health and life.

A youngster of 18 months, who had spent a third of his life hero in 

St. Joseph's in a determined effort to fight the rare disease, nephrosis, was able 

to return with his parents to their home in Dow City, la. in August, after another 

10-week confinement. Kiclcie's mother made a daily round trip of 140 miles for 10 

weeks to visit the sick youngster.

Miss Kathern Forest, M.T., of our Laboratory staff, was elected as 

president of the Nebraska Society of Medical Technologists, at the organization's 
annual meeting, April 17, in Lincoln.

Miss Vesta F. Davis, head dietitian, served as a member of a panel 

which presented a public discussion on Diabetes at the Joslyn Memorial, December 

13th. Also on the panel was Dr. Charles M, Wilhelmj, director of research of the 

Creighton University School of Medicine, and several other physicians.

The Omaha Chapter, American Association of Medical Record Librairans, 

held its annual meeting, Kay 13, at St. Joseph's, with Sister M. Rosita as hostess.

Miss Pauline Tyson, P.N., of Indianapolis, Ind.. on February 1st. took 

over her new duties as Supervisor of Public Health Nursing at the Creighton Univer

sity School of Medicine. Her duties include direction of student nurses from both 

St. Joseph's and St. Catherine's hospitals in their four weeks of work experience 

at the Clinic as part of their nursing curriculum. Her salary was to be divided 

equally between the University and the two Catholic participating hospitals.



-  30A -

St. Joseph's won editorial comment in the Omaha World-Herald, February 

21, in an editorial entitled "Negro Nurses."
After editorializing upon the award received by a Negro attendant from 

the National Mental Health Foundation as the "psychiatric aid of the year," and fur

ther calling attention to the appeal of the American Nurses Association for employ

ment of negro nurses "without discrimination", the Viorld-Herald said:

"In this respect, Omaha is somewhat ahead of most other cities. One 
Oma|ja hospital employs several Negro nurses and one of them, a vuoman of 
notable intelligence and charm, is a supervisor, directing the activities 
of white nurses. The Omana Visiting Nurses Association has Negro nurse3 
and two are listed by the nurses' registry for private duty.

" . . .  Omaha negro nurses, no doubt at times encounter difficulties 
from the prejudiced. But by their excellence they are doing a great deal 
for their race, as well as for the people they help."

A community Blood Bank, under direction of the Douglas County Chapter 
of the American Red Cross, was established February 14, 1948 as one of a national 
net-work of blood donor centers. Donors at first were required to report at the 
Blood Bank to make their donations of blood, but within a few months a mobile unit 
had been equipped to make trips to cities and towns within a radius of 100 miles 
of Omaha to make tests on donors and draw blood, which then was processed in Omaha.

^  During the 10^ months the Blood Bank was open in 1948, St. Joseph's

was furnished 1,600 pints of blood, provided free of charge for patients. Blood 

plasma also continued to be available throughout the year from the State Health 

Department from the war time reserve, without cost to patients. .
The Hospital's own Blood Bank was maintained on a stand-by basis, and 

for the storage of daily supplies of blood delivered by the Red Cross Blood Bank.
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Nebraska'a ULUS CROSS FLAM, the Associated Hospital Service, established

further substantial increases in membership, service to members and financial status 

during 1943, its tenth year of operation.

i

Gross income of 3956,034*50 was $299,740.61 greater than in 1947, end 

total net expenditures of ’900,527.41 permitted the addition of $55,557.09 to sur

plus increase. An additional $4,500 received from the Nebraska Medical Service to 

cover services adjustments for several past years was added to surplus reserves.

Expenditures of £75S,356.53 for hospital care of members was $227*340.82 

in excess of hospitalisation expense for 1947, and represented 79.325$ cf ths total 

income. Assets at the end. of the year amounted to $372,919.36, an increase of more 
than $105,0G0 over the previous year's financial statement. Tile Surplus Account on 

December 31, 1943 was 5170,361.25, or $60,000 above the previous year’s end.

BLUE CROSS' cars was extended to 14,334 members for a total of 92,560 

days of service. Average hospital stay was 6.65 days and average cost per case was 

$54.14. Female members received approximately 70% of the total benefits, 9,636 

women and girls being hospitalised in 1943, compared with 4,643 men and ooys.

St. Joseph's benefitted to an appreciable extent in the hospitalisation 

of Blue Cross members, receiving a total of $79,717.05 for care in 1943, or 11.34^ 

of the total amount paid out by the Plan for care of its members. Care was given 

1,230 Blue Cross patients who received 10,317 days of service. Members of the 

Executive Committee still chide our business manager, Francis J. Hath, on being 

President of the "ST. JOSEPH BENEFIT ASSOCIATION," as they jocularly term their 

Blue Cross Plan. Sister ft. Crescentia, O.S.F., Administrator, continued as a member

of the Board of Directors during 1943.
The Nebraska BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD PLANS moved on November 1 to more 

spacious quarters in the newly remodeled Kilpatrick Building, occupying most of the 

fifth floor which provides more than 6,300 square feet of space for the rapidly 

growing non-profit hospital and medical care organizations.



Names of Sisters Stationed at
CREIGHTON MEMORIAL ST. JOSEPH'S HOSPITAL - OMAHA, NEBRASKA 

December 31» 1948

Sister M. Crescentia Wickenhauser, Superior
Sister M. Rudolfina

'•••Sister M. Liberia Kozjan
L' Sister M. Eleuthoria Brygg 

l- Sister K. ELeutherin Pick 
i,-Sister II. Nunaiata Schmitz 
Sister M# Simpliciana Schulte 

'--Sister M. Huniilinna Schreiner 
/ Sister M. Chrysostoma Reudinger 
/-Sister It. Paphnutia Schenklevvitz 
it Sister M. Scholastica Fruraviller 
^•Sister K. Martinia Each 
Sister M. Anetta Nieling 

/-•Sister M. Rosita. Billesbach 
/Sister M. Consolata Hunker 
/—Sister K. Fulgentia Frisch 
/ Sister M. Hyacinth Wilmot

Simons, Assistant Superior

/ Sister M. Ronrualda Nolle
•Sister K. Euthalia Graf 

\ Si ster M. Comeliana Micek 
a Sister M. Emelina Gortheil 
/ Sister M. Viventia Treitz 
/-Sister M. Miriam Re in art 
/ Sister M. Odolina Richardt 
: Si3ter K. Edwardina Jarboe 
/ Sister M. Antonette Miskol 
l Sister !!. Cornelia I.ohauc 
/ Sister M. Felixiona Depka 

von ProdKinski
/ Sister M. Theresa Ann Rivera
/ Sister M, Ambrosienna Koch 
u Sister Mary Louis Wenzl

Ch qa(L'{£? j  '-‘

IKACTIVE LIST

Sister M . R u t h  V o n t z A t t e n d i n g  D u c h e s n e

i  Sister H . Joselda Smolen II II

/ , S i e t e r M . A l o y s i a  C l u p n y
M It

/Sister Mary Joseph Leinert if II

l .  Sister M . Georgette Markowitz Student, St* J o s e p i

S i s t e r 1 1 . J o s e t t e  H a r k o v . d t z .
11 M ft

Sister M. Eleanora Hemmer II l l  i t

u S i s t e r M . T h i n o t h e a  K o p e r s l c i
11 n  if

-/Sister M . James York I t i i  i t

S i s t e r M . B e r n a r d i a  M c G e e S i c k  -  P a t i e n t  i n  !

n



J O H H  LATEMSER &  S O H S

ARCHITECTS & EN.GIN.EERS
E STA B LI S H E D  I 8 8 6

J o h n  L a t e n s e r , J r . 

F r a n k  L a t e n s e r

1 3 0 7  F a r n a m  S t r e e t  

O m a h a  2, N e b r a s k a

February 6, 19^8

St. Joseph's Hospital 
10th and Castelar Streets 
Omaha, Nebraska
Attention: Mr. Francis J. Bath
Dear Mr. Bath: .

We hand you herewith three sets of progress prints of 
the drawings under way for the new "East Wing". You will note 
that there are two blueprints of each floor plan. One print 
is of the paper tracing and theother print is of the final 
cloth tracing. There is considerable information on the paper 
tracing blueprint that has not yet been transposed to the cloth 
tracing.

We are handing you these prints as evidence of the progress 
we are making and also to give you the opportunity of again 
reviewing the drawings at this stage in order that we may have 
from you any additional refinements or corrections before the 
drawings are completed.

We also hand you herewith three copies of a preliminary 
draft of the description of Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph's 
Hospital "East Wing". This we believe is in accordance with 
your suggestion in order that you may edit and correct same 
preparatory to its issuance for publicity.

Sincerely
JOHN LATENSER & SONS

FL: SJ



Description of Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph’s Hospital
"East Wing"

February 5, 1948

The new "East Wing" of the Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph's’ 
Hospital will he located approximately 150 ft. east of the north 
wing of the present hospital. The main portion of the new, build
ing will be 44'-2" x 260'-9", six stories in height and will have 
its main axis running north and south. Projecting to the east 
from this main portion will be the recreation auditorium wing 
48'-10" x 98'-0" which will be one story in height. Project
ing west from the main portion will be a wing 44 ’-3 " x 50'-0", 
six stories in height. The overall dimensions of "East Wing" 
will be 260’-9" x 17 2'-0".

The present hospital grounds comprise an area of about six 
city blocks 684' x 860' and contain 13-g- acres. There will be 
available on the east of the new building separate enclosed 
areas each 100' x 250' for outdoor recreation and gardens for the 
male and female patients who are housed in "East Wing".

The new building is planned to meet an urgent need in this 
territory for a modern hospital to give advanced treatment and 

care of neurotic and psychotic patients and operated as part of 
a large general hospital. The new building will house 50 general- 
medical open floor beds, 91 psychiatric beds and 14 alcoholic 
beds making a total of 155 beds. In addition there will be 
approximately 50 beds used solely for treatment purpose. In
cluded among the psychiatric b.ds is a special department of 
26 beds for the care of the religious. An extensive out-patient



'clinic is included and will be the largest; in fact, one of the 
few in this territory devoted exclusively to psychiatric treat
ment and attached to a general hospital.

The building has been planned to incorporate the ideas of 
advanced thinking in the care of psychiatric patients. There 
will be extensive facilities for electric and insulin shock 
treatment, studied and planned as a medico-architectural pro
blem .

"East Wing" will function as an advanced psychiatric treat
ment hospital and it is not planned to be used as a mental hos
pital for the long-time custodial care of.mental patients.

The principal entrance to the new building will be through 
the present hospital building. The new building will be con
nected to the present 550 bed hospital by a two story enclosed 
passage. The connection on the first floor being for the use of 
patients and visitors and the connection on the ground floor 
will be used by dietary and service departments.

By reason of the fact that the ground to the east of the 
hospital slopes to the east, the new building will have one 
entire floor below the ground floor of the present hospital 
and in order to carry the same floor names so long in use in 
the present hospital, it has been decided to call the floor in 
the new building which is below the present ground floor level 

of the present building the basement floor. This basement 
floor will have its floor approximately level with the grade 
on the east side of the building. The auditorium recreation 
room being on the east side Is also level with the grade.



FIRST FLOOR (OPEN FLOOR):
i

As we leave the east end of the north wing of the present 
hospital building we enter the enclosed passage which is 8’-0" 
wide and approximately 100' long. At the end of this passage
way we enter the new building. Here we will find the adminis
trative suite of "East Wing". In this department is a public 
lobby, parlor and office, also a private office for the Sister 
Superintendent. In connection with lobby is a private waiting 
room opening Into the interview room and the psychiatrist's . 
office. Nearby is the Nurse Supervisor's office and the Doctors 

Lounge.
The first floor is a modern JO bed hospital unit with the 

additional provision of a hydrotherapeutic department. The 
floor is also arranged to provide for the use of the hydro
therapeutic department for in-patients in "East Wing" and the 
general hospital, also for out-patients if so desired as there 
are dressing stalls and sepa.rate toilets in this department.
This department will be equipped with one continuous flow tub 
and other modern hydrotherapy equipment including a Hubbard 

t u b .
The flour contains 8 private rooms with private toilets and 

connecting baths and 11 serai-private rooms making a total of 
JO beds and in an emergency with two beds in each of the deluxe 
rooms, the capacity of the floor would be j8 beds. There are 
large solaria at either end of the unit. The floor is so arranged 
with a nurses station centrally located so that the north half of 
the floor could be. used for male patients exclusively and the 
south half for female patients exclusively as there is a utility

3



'room, a bed-pan closet, a patients toilet and a patients bath 
with separate linen closets in each unit. Between the two units
and near the nurses station is a dining room for ambulant 
patients.
SECOND FLOOR (CONVALESCENT): ‘

The second floor is planned to house 16 male convalescent 
patients, with a maximum capacity of 18, and 19 female patients 
with a maximum capacity of 23, making, a total of 35 convalescent 
patients under normal occupancy. The general arrangement of the 
floor is such that one nurses station will serve both the male 
and female departments and visual control may be had of all 
corridors from the nurses station.

The nurses station is also adjacent to the "open area" on 
the floor. Within this "open area" are the passenger elevator, 
service elevator and the public stairway. A visitor arriving 
on the floor is immediately under visual control of the nurses 
station and can be admitted directly to the male side or the 
female side without passing through the nurses station.

Located between the male side and the female side is the 
floor pantry which also is immediately accessible from the "open 
area". Flanked on either side of the floor pantry are the male 
and female dining rooms. With this arrangement it is possible to 
serve both the male and female dining rooms from one floor pantry. 
It is planned to have cafeteria service in this floor pantry 
with the bulk food brought to the floor pantry in electric food 
carts,and the dishes and trays remaining in the floor pantries 

where dishwashing equipment will be available. Under this 
arrangement it is also possibL if desired to permit intermingling 
of the male and female patierts at meal time.



The nurses station also is immediately available to the treat
ment department on the floor. This treatment department is located 
between the male department and the female department ana is 
immediately accessible from either department. This department 
will have two continuous flow tubs and other equipment. It is 
believed that this treatment unit functioning for both the male 
and female departments will function satisfactorily with proper 
study given to the timing of the treatments. This plan should 
result in economy, both of original cost and in operation. It 
is planned that all insulin treatment will be given in the base
ment in a department especially designed for this treatment and 
which we will describe later. Electric shock treatment for in- , 
patients will be given in the treatment department on the patient's 
own floor. It would, therefore, be possible under the plan to 
use the entire treatment department at certain hours for female 
patients and other hours for male patients?or to use the con
tinuous flow tub room for raalepatients while the treatment and 
recovery section were being used by the female patients^or vice 
versa. The treatment wing is complete as a functioning unit, there 
being a service station with ice bins, utility sinks, blanket drier 
and a separate room containing showerand toilet.

The male department on this floor contains two private 
rooms with private toilet and communicating bath, two serai pri
vate rooms with private toilet and communicating bath and 5 semi'" 

private rooms.



, The male department contains a barber shop and a large 
day room. The bath facilities are so arranged that patients 
may take or may be given a shower or a tub bath and have immedi
ately available their clean clothes from the patient's clothes 
locker room. Likewise this clothes locker room is also available 
from the corridor.

The female department contains 4 private rooms with private 
toilets and communicating baths and 5 private rooms and 5 semi
private rooms making a total of 19 beds under normal occupancy.
In the female department is a beauty parlor and a personal laundry. 
There is also a large day room.

The general arrangement of this floor is such that both male 
and female patients of the same type and treatment group,but 
separated as to sex,are confined on one floor and are served by 
a common nurses station, treatment room ,and dietary service and 
both the male and female areas have private stairs to the outdoor 
yard and garden as well as to the insulin shock treatment and 
0. T. departments in the basement. It will be seen that the 
principal advantages of this unique plan are;

(1) All patients of hie similar type are under one floor 

supervisor and one nursing team.
(2) All current medical records for similar type patients 

are available at-one location.
(p) All patient corridors on the floor are under visual 

control from one nursing station.
(4) Administrative,nursing and operation costs should be

considerably less than under the usual plan of having separate



hurses stations, treatment rooms and dietary service for male 
and female departments.
THIRD FLOOR (DISTURBED): ’

The general arrangement of the third' floor regarding nurses 
station, floor pantry and dining room is similar to the second 
floor but each department has seclusion rooms with a private 
connecting corridor to the treatment department. By this arrange
ment a patient from seclusion is not seen by the other patients 
on the floor while being talcen to treatment.

Each group of seclusion rooms is arranged on a seclusion 
corridor together with a separate toilet and shower room for 
the seclusion patients. All of the seclusion rooms will be pro
vided with air conditioning in order that the windows may be 
closed on a noisy patient. The treatment department contains 
2 continuous flow tubs and other equipment. The male disturbed 
section contains two private rooms with private toilet and com
municating bath and 5 semi^private rooms)making a total of 12 
beds with j5 seclusion rooms.

The female department contains 2 private rooms with private- 
toilet and communicating bath, 4 private rooms and 6 semi private 
rooms making a total of l8 beds under normal occupancy. There 
are large day rooms in each of the departments.

FOURTH FLOOR: (RELIGIOUS): .
The general plan arrangement is similar to the second floor.
The male department will contain 2 private rooms with private 

toilet and communicating bath, 2 semi private rooms with private

toilet and communicating bath and 4 /serai private rooms, making a 
total of 14 beds. ,



There will be a library and small day room in this depart
ment and an outdoor screened porch.

The female department will contain 2 private rooms with pri
vate toilet and communicating bath, 2 semi private' rooms with 
private toilet and communicating bath and 3 semi private rooms 
making a total of 12 beds. There is also an outdoor screened 
porch for this unit.

The chapel with a comfortable capacity of 60 persons is 
located on this floor. It will have a sacristy with confessional 
and a conference room for the chaplain.

In the treatment area there will he two seclusion rooms 
which may be used for either male or female patients. There will 
be one continuous flow tub and other equipment on this floor.
Two treatment rooms are located in this department..
GROUND FLOOR (ALCOHOLICS AND OUT-PATIENT’DEPARTMENTS)

The ground floor (located immediately below the first floor) 
level with ground floor of present hospital will contain the 
alcoholic department which will have two private' rooms with pri
vate toilet and communicating bath, 2 semi private rooms with pri
vate toilet and communicating bath and 3 semi private rooms.
There will be 2 seclusion rooms in this department. The treat

ment area contains 2 continuous flow tubs and other equipment.
In the out-patient clinic which is located on this floor it 

is planned to give out-patients electric shock treatment and 
recovery as well as other treatments. Within the clinic area 
is a lecture room, rooms for BMR, EEG, electro-encephalograph 
and consultation, examining and waiting rooms. Arrangement is •



f  also made for private observation of patients during examina-
} tion. Also located on this floor in the wing nearest to the
L^ '
general hospital will be the locker and dressing rooms for the 
male help, orderlies, non-resident, nurses and female help. There 
will also be an Isolation unit consisting of two rooms with pri
vate isolation corridor, nurses room and sub-utility room. This 
room is adjacent to and connected with the receiving room for 
"East Wing". This receiving room will be used for patients ad
mitted under enforced admission and the ambulance entrance opens 
directly into this room. Adjoining is the admission toilet and 
bath and a private stairway leading directly to the "East Wing" 
administrative office located on the floor immediately above. The 
arrival of the ambulance can be seen by the admissions clerk in 
the "East Wing" administrative office. _The private stairway open
ing into the receiving room will be used in the disposition of 
infected or vermin infected clothing,as this stairway leads also 
to the disinfecting room and the incinerator on the basement 
floor below. This stairway may also be used by the isolation 
nurse in disposing of isolation waste.
BASEMENT FLOOR:

The basement floor will house the 2 insulin treatment and 
recovery rooms, one for male patients and one for female patients. 
It will also house separate occupational therapy departments for 
male and female patients. In addition there is the recreation 
auditorium for patients which will on occasion serve as a 

auditorium for general use. Each insulin treatment department
Q



,consists of a nurses work room with visual control of large 
wards. There are bathing and toilet facilities for the patients 
following the treatment. Cubicals are provided in each treatment 
room for difficult recoveries. Meals will be served following 
treatment from the floor pantry on this floor.

The disinfecting room will contain a mattress and clothing 
disinfector-sterilizer with arrangement for clean and dirty sides. 
Also in this department will be a gas fired incinerator. Disposal 
of waste from each of the upper floors will be made in a, disposal 
closet opening from the corridor. Unlocking the closet door 
the maid enters the closet where she may insert and shake a dust 
mop into a dust chute or open a small steel door and deposit 
trash which falls into the enclosed trash room adjacent to the 
incinerator in the basement. The trash will then be raked over 
for valuables before being deposited in the incinerator.

The storage space is provided on this floor and a distribu
tion center for the mechanical equipment will be located in the 
south end of the building where It will connect by a walk-through 

tunnel with the existing boiler bouse. •

GENERAL ITEMS: .
The building will be of reinforced concrete construction 

with masonry curtain walls; all walls being furred. Floors and 
wall bases throughout generally terrazzo; a practical placement 
of tile wainscots in service rooms and toilets and acoustic tile 
in areas where necessary will be the general finish of tne building

Generally all patient's bedrooms will have a small wardrobe 

with the floor raised 6" to facilitate cleaning. As part of
1 0



this unit there will be a small built-in table. This table . 
will take the place of a movable table within the room and will 
provide a writing desk or space on which the patients may put 
their personal things or keepsakes and is sized to take a food

l \ -' tray. .I'V a .f, .K/ - . ,v
•’ • /■ t" ' The entire building will be heated with cast iron radiators

on brackets permitting sweeping under the radiators. All radia
tors on second, third and fourth floors will have a protection 
grille and no pipes of any kind will be exposed in the room. A 
study of the plan will show numerous pipe shafts which are large 
enough to permit a plumber to make repairs or replacements.

Particular study has been given to eliminate suicide features. 
As a no-suicide protection the toilet stalls have been designed 
without cross rails. The ceiling over the toilets has been 
lowered and the doors are supported on the resulting 'short par
tition. There will be no toilet stall doors in the disturbed 
sections. All toilet bowls will be wall hung.

The door3 to all patient's rooms will swing into the room. 
While objection is made to this method by claiming that the 
patient barricades the door, this objection is overcome by 
the introduction of glass vision panels in all doors on the 

• second, third and fourth floors. These vision panels are inset
in steel sash and are removable from the corridoryjin the event 
the patient barricades the door. It is believed that the danger 
of persons in the corridors being struck by outswinging doors

j is a hazard to be avoided.

*

1 1



i The first floor which is the open hospital floor will have a 
standard nurses call system. All other nurses stations will be 
interconnected with a nurses protection alarm system. This in 
turn will be cross connected with treatment and bath areas on 
the floor. An intercommunicating automatic telephone will be 
available in all nurses stations and other important locations.

Exterior windows will be either steel or wood with safety 
type screens on all windows except the third and fourth floors 

where detention type screens will be used.
The functional arrangement of the plan results in a beauti

ful and interesting exterior design as will be seen from the 
accompanying rendering. Finished in brick with stone trim and. 
simple symbolic ornament,it is believed that when viewed from 
any direction, the new building located in the beautifully wooded 
section of the hospital grounds will be a credit to order of 
St. Francis and the community which they serve.

There is much evidence that there is a prevailing conviction 
in the medical profession and in modern hospitalization thinking 
that a Psychiatric Hospital should be attached to and iunction 
as a department of a general hospital. St. Joseph's Hospital 
has successfully operated such a psychiatric unit of 30 beds 

since 1923-
This advanced psychiatric institution has far outgrown n̂- 

medical practice and size its present quarters.
The plans for ’’East Wing" are the result of experience, 

study, travel and research by the Sisters of St. Francis, 

the medical staff, the operating staff and the architects



and when completed will provide humanized and scientific treat
ment of the highest order for those in our community who are 
suffering from a mental disease.
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PSYCHIATRIC UNIT is a credit to the community

FRANK LATENSER
John Latenser and Sons, Architects-Englneers, Omaha, Neb.

A K ODERN medical practice, as well 
as moral and religious obliga

tions in the care of the mentally ill, 
will receive full recognition in the 
splendid new edifice which is being 
erected as a specialized unit of the 
Creighton Memorial St. Joseph’s Hos
pital, Omaha, Neb.
To be known as "Our Lady of Vic

tory Pavilion” of the present 460 bed 
general hospital, the new structure will 
provide 136 additional beds, including 
an open floor of thirty beds for general 
medical patients and neurasthenics, and 
106 which will provide accommoda
tions for the scientific treatment of 
psychiatric cases. Included also will be 
twelve beds for alcoholic patients and 
a variety of types of facilities for the 
various stages of mental illness.

Ground was broken on Sept. 17, 
1948, for the new-addition, which has 
been planned to satisfy an urgent re
gional need for a modern treatment 
hospital for private neurotic and psy
chotic patients. It is to be operated as 
an attached department of the general 
hospital and is designed for treatment 
of patients rather than for long-time 
custodial care.
The Poor Sisters of St. Francis, 

Seraph of the Perpetual Adoration, who 
own and conduct the institution, are 
pioneers in the field of specialized de
partmental treatment for the mentally 
ill, having successfully operated a psy
chiatric division of thirty beds in con
nection with St Joseph’s since 1923.
This advanced psychiatric unit has 

long since outgrown its present quar

ters in medical practice and size 
Plans for the development of a nev 
building for the psychiatric depart
ment of St. Joseph’s Hospital were 
inaugurated early in 1944 after many 
conferences between Sister M. Crescen- 
tia, O.S.F., R.N., and the Sisters with 
the medical staff and lay advisory 
board. The building plans reflect 
twenty-five years of experience in the 
care of psychiatric patients as well as 
the results of four years of intensive 
study, travel and research by the Sisters, 
the medical and operating staffs, and 
the architects.
The new unit will include forty-four 

private rooms, of which thirty-foui 
will have private baths; eighty-tw' 
semiprivate and ten seclusion room 
Included among the psychiatric be
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will be a special floor with accommoda
tions for the care and treatment of 
twenty-four religious patients.
A complete outpatient clinic, which 

is to be a special feature of the new 
structure, will be the largest and, in 
fact, one of the very few in the Mid
west which will be devoted exclusively 
to psychiatric treatment.
Distribution of beds is shown by 

the accompanying table.
Not included in the listing are 

thirty-two treatment beds in the in
sulin shock department and approxi
mately twenty beds for electric shock 
and other procedures scattered through 
the treatment rooms in the various 
divisions. Treatment areas on all floors 
are flexible for the inclusion of new 
developments in treatment technics.
The present hospital grounds con

tain 13 ̂2 acres. The new unit will be 
located at the east of the general hos
pital buildings. Two open courts, 145 
feet wide, will separate the main pa
tient wings of the new unit from the 
general hospital. This places the new 
unit in the center of a beautiful wood
ed tract overlooking the Missouri 
River valley.
Separately enclosed male and female 

outdoor recreation areas will be pro
vided for the psychiatric patients in 
this pleasant environment.
The new wing will have a cross

shaped plan with over-all dimensions 
of 261 by 214 feet. The main portion 
of the building will be six stories in 
height.
Because the site slopes downward to 

the east, one entire floor of the new 
unit will be below the ground floor of 
the present hospital. Although this 
lowest level is in reality a ground floor, 
it will be called the basement to avoid 
change of floor names in the existing 
building.
The principal entrance to the new 

unit will be through the main portal 
and foyer of the present hospital,

thence through a two-story enclosed 
ambulatory. The first floor will be for 
the use of patients and visitors; the 
ground floor, for the use of the dietary 
and service departments. There will be 
separate ambulance and doctors’ en
trances to the new wing.
FIRST FLOOR (OPEN)
Immediately at the east end of the 

connecting ambulatory is the admin
istrative suite. Included are a public 
lobby and office, also a private office 
and sleeping room for the Sister super
intendent. Adjoining the public lobby 
is a private waiting room which opens 
into an interview room and the psy
chiatrist’s office. Located for easy ac
cess are the nurse supervisor’s office 
and the doctors’ lounge.
The first floor will be a thirty-bed

hospital unit, with the additional pro
vision of a hydrotherapy department. 
The hydrotherapeutic equipment is ar
ranged to serve patients from the gen
eral hospital as well as "in” and "out” 
patients of the psychiatric wing. There 
are large solariums at either end of the 
unit.
This floor is arranged with a 

nurses’ station centrally located so that 
the north half of the floor can be used 
for male patients and the south half for 
female patients, with the usual service 
rooms in each section. Between the 
two sections and near the nurses’ sta
tion is a dining room for ambulant 
patients. Long experience at St. Jo
seph’s in the operation of a psychiatric 
unit in a general hospital led to the 
decision to include this open floor in 
the new psychiatric wing.

BED DISTRIBU TIO N  O F  O U R  LA D Y  O F  V IC T O R Y  PA V ILIO N

T Y P E L O C A T I O N

M A L E  B E D S F E M A L E  B E D S

T O T A L

In
P r iv a t e
R o o m

In
2  B e d  
R o o m

In
S e c lu s io n

R o o m

In
P r iv a t e
R o o m

In
2  B e d  
R o o m

In
S e c lu s io n

R o o m

Alcoholic............. . . 4 6 2 12
Outpatient..........
Isolation.............. 1 i 2
O p en ................... . .  4 14 4 8 30
Convalescent.. . . . .  4 10 9 10 33
Disturbed............ . .  2 10 3 9 8 3 35
Religious.............. . . 4 8 1 4 6 1 24

TOTALS.......................... . .  18 49 6 26 33 4 136



SECOND FLOOR (CONVALESCENT)
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Plans on these two pages show the layout of the pavilion.

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS

C .— Closet
Dr. Rm.— Dressing room 
Fumi. Ster.— Fumigator-steriliier 
Incin.— Incinerator
L. — Linen
Lav.— Lavatory room
M. — Maid's or janitor's closet 
M.C.— Medicine closet
P.— Private room 
Pat.— Patients

S.— Shower 
Seclus.— Seclusion
S.P.— Semiprivate or two-bed room
S. S.— Service sink
T. — Treatment
Treat. Util.— Treatment utilities, including 

service sink, ice bin, blanket warmer, cup
boards, work table.

Ur.— Urinal *
Val.— Patients' valuable safe

The second floor is planned to house 
sixteen male and twenty-one female 
convalescent patients.
The general arrangement of this 

floor is such that both male and female 
convalescent patients of the same type 
and treatment group,' but separated as 
to sex, are confined on one floor and 
are served by a common nurses’ sta
tion, treatment rooms, and dietary 
service.
The nurses’ station will function as 

the control center for the entire floor 
and all patients’ corridors are under 
visual control from the nurses’ desks.
The nurses’ station is also adjacent 

to the "open area” on the floor. Within 
this "open area” are the passenger 
elevator, service elevator, and the pub
lic stairway. A visitor arriving on the 
floor is immediately under visual con
trol of the nurses’ station and can be 
admitted directly to either the male 
or female section.
Located between the male and the 

female sections is the floor pantry, 
which is immediately accessible from 
the "open area.” On either side of the 
floor pantry are the male and female 
dining rooms. With this arrangement, 
it is possible to serve both the men 
and women patients from one floor 
kitchen with tray or cafeteria service. 
Bulk food will be brought to the floor 
in electric food carts. Dishes and trays 
will be washed on the floor with me
chanical dishwashers. The pantry and 
dining room arrangement will allow 
intermingling of the male and female 
patients at mealtime if desired.
The nurses’ station is immediately 

available to the treatment department 
on the floor. This treatment area is 
located between the male and female 
sections and is accessible from either 
side. It is believed that this single 
treatment unit serving both the men 
and women will function satisfactorily 
if proper study is given to the timing 
of the treatments.
The principal advantages of this 

plan are:
1. All patients of similar type are 

under one floor supervisor and one 
nursing team.
2. All current medical records for 

similar types of patients are available 
at one location.
3. All patients’ corridors on the 

floor are under visual control from one 
nursing station.
4. Nurses’ protection alarm system 

records at a central point from which



assistance can quiciuy Lu_ sent to any 
location on the floor.
5. Original construction cost is less.
6. Administrative, nursing and op

eration costs will be considerably less 
than under the usual plan of having 
separate nurses’ stations, treatment 
rooms, ̂nd dietary service for the male 
and female departments.
It is planned that all insulin treat

ment will be given in the basement in 
a specially designed department, de
scribed later in detail. Electric shock 
for "in” patients will be given in the 
treatment room on the patients’ own 
floor. It would, therefore, be possible 
under the plan to use the entire treat
ment department at certain hours for 
female patients and at other hours for 
male patients, or to use the continuous 
flow tub room for male patients while 
the treatment and recovery sections 
were being used by the female pa
tients, or vice versa. The treatment 
wing is complete as a functioning unit, 
having a service station with ice bin, 
utility sinks, blanket warmer, and sep
arate rooms containing shower and 
toilet. Both the male and female sec
tions have private stairs to the outdoor 
yard and garden, as well as to the insu
lin shock treatment and occupational 
therapy departments in the basement.
The female section contains a beauty 

parlor and a personal laundry; the male 
side, a barber shop. Bath facilities are 
so arranged that patients can take, or 
can be given, a shower or a tub bath 
and have their clean clothes imme
diately available from the patients’ 
clothes locker room. The clothes room 
is also accessible from the corridor to 
permit an attended patient to go to his 
locker.
THIRD FLOOR (DISTURBED)

The general arrangement of the 
third floor regarding nurses’ station, 
treatment rooms, and dietary service is 
similar to the second floor. In addition, 
each section has seclusion rooms with 
a private connecting corridor to the 
treatment department. By this arrange
ment a patient from seclusion is not 
seen by the other patients on the floor 
while being taken to treatment or to 
toilet or bath, as each group of seclu
sion rooms has its separate toilet and 
shower room for patients in this divi
sion. All of the seclusion rooms will 
be provided with air conditioning.
FOURTH FLOOR (RELIGIOUS)

The general plan arrangement is 
similar to that of the second floor.

There will be a library and small day 
room in the male section and an out
door screened porch in both sections.
The chapel, with a capacity of sixty 

persons, is located on this floor. It will 
have a sacristy with confessional and 
a conference room for the chaplain.
In the service area there will be two 

treatment rooms and two seclusion 
rooms which may be used for either 
male or female patients.
GROUND FLOOR (ALCOHOLICS AND 
OUTPATIENT DEPARTMENTS)

The ground floor is level with and 
connected to the ground floor of the 
present hospital. The alcoholic depart

ment, located on this floor, will have 
two seclusion rooms. The treatment 
area contains two continuous flow tubs 
and other equipment.
The outpatient clinic, also located 

on this -floor, is planned for outpatients’ 
electric shock treatment and recovery, 
as well as other treatments. Within the 
clinic area are a lecture room, rooms 
for basal metabolism, electrocardio
graph, electroencephalograph and con
sultation, examining and waiting rooms. 
There is provision for secret obser
vation of patients during examination.
Also on this floor in the wing nearest 

to the general hospital will be the 
locker and dressing rooms for the male



employes, orderlies, nonresident nurses, 
and female employes. There will be an 
isolation unit consisting of two rooms 
with private isolation corridor, nurses’ 
room, and sub-utility room. This unit 
is( adjacent to and connected with the 
receiving room, which will be used for 
patients admitted under enforced ad
mission, the ambulance entrance open
ing directly into this room. Adjoining 
is the admission toilet and bath. A 
private stairway leads directly to the 
"New Wing" administrative office that 
is located on the floor immediately 
above.
The arrival of the ambulance can be 

seen by the admissions clerk in the ad
ministrative office. The private stairway 
opening into the receiving room will 
be used in the disposition of infected 
or vermin infested clothing as it 
leads also to the disinfecting room and 
the incinerator on the floor below, and 
can be used by the isolation nurse in 
disposing of isolation waste.
BASEMENT FLOOR

The basement floor will house two 
insulin treatment and recovery depart
ments, one for male and one for female 
patients. Each insulin treatment unit 
includes a nurses’ workroom with visual 
control of large wards. There are toilet 
and bath facilities for the patients fol
lowing the treatment. Cubicles are 
provided in each treatment room for 
difficult recoveries. Meals may be served 
following treatment from the service 
kitchen on this floor. Separate occupa
tional therapy departments are pro
vided for male and female patients, 
with arrangements for mixed use if 
desired.
The disinfecting room will contain 

a mattress and clothing disinfector- 
sterilizer, with arrangement for clean 
and dirty sides. Also in this area will 
be a gas-fired incinerator. Disposal of 
waste from each of the upper floors 
will be made within a disposal closet 
opening from the corridor. Unlocking 
the closet door, the maid enters the 
closet where she can insert and shake 
a dust mop into a dust chute, or open 
a small door and deposit trash which 
falls into the enclosed trash room ad
jacent to the basement incinerator. The 
trash will then be raked over for val
uables before being burned.
Storage space is provided on this 

floor and a distribution center for the 
mechanical equipment will be located 
in the south end of the building, where 
it will connect by a walk-through 
tunnel with the existing boiler house.

The gym-auditorium is planned as 
an all-purpose room. It will be used 
as a recreation room for patients and 
nurses. It will be equipped for basket
ball and other indoor games and will 
have folding bleachers seating 480. 
When set up for a meeting or enter
tainment, it will seat 850. The audi
torium will have provision to store 
folding chairs on chair trucks under 
the stage apron. Ceiling height is 18 
feet 6 inches clear, under the 36 inch 
beams. A glass enclosed balcony is 
provided for thirty patients, furnishing 
privacy for patients when desired.
The stage, 24 by 30 feet in size, will 

be equipped with appropriate scenery 
and settings.
It is planned to have the annual staff 

banquets, which have reached an at
tendance figure of 200, and the annual 
employes’ Christmas party for 400 in 
this room. The floor kitchen is equipped 
to serve these large groups. The gym- 
auditorium will also be available for 
medical meetings and public gather
ings in the interest of mental health. 
A modern projection room will pro
vide facilities for motion picture shows 
and other exhibitions.
GENERAL ITEMS

The building will be of reinforced 
concrete construction with masonry 
curtain walls. The general finish of the 
building will include terrazzo floors 
and wall bases, acoustic tile In areas 
where necessary, and a practical place
ment of tile wainscots in service rooms 
and toilets.
Generally, all patients’ bedrooms will 

have a small wardrobe with the floor 
raised 6 inches to facilitate cleaning. 
As part of this unit, there will be a 
small built-in table, which will take 
the place of a movable table within the 
room and will provide a writing desk 
or space on which the patients can put 
their personal belongings or keepsakes. 
It also is sized to take a food tray.
The entire building will be heated 

with circulated hot water through cast- 
iron radiators on brackets, permitting 
easy cleaning under the radiators. All 
radiators in the alcoholic department 
and on second, third and fourth floors 
will have protection grilles, and no 
pipes of any kind will be exposed in 
patient areas. A study of the plan will 
show numerous pipe shafts which are 
large enough to permit a plumber to 
make repairs or replacements.
Particular study has been given to 

eliminate suicide features. As a no
suicide protection, the toilet stalls have

been designed without cross rails. The 
ceilings over the toilets stalls have been 
lowered and the doors are supported 
on the resulting short partition. There 
will be no toilet stall doors in the dis
turbed sections. All toilet bowls will 
be wall hung, with concealed mecha
nism. All exposed screws will be prison 
head type.
The doors to all patients’ rooms will 

swing into the room. While the objec
tion has been made to this method 
that the patient barricades the door, 
this objection is overcome by the in
troduction of glass vision panels in all 
doors on the second, third and fourth 
floors. These vision panels are inset 
in steel sash and are removable from 
the corridor side in the event the pa
tient barricades the door. It is believed 
that the danger of persons in the cor
ridors being struck by outswinging 
doors is a hazard to be avoided.
PROTECTION FOR NURSES

The first floor, which is the open 
hospital floor, will have a standard 
nurses’ call system. All other nurses’ 
stations will be interconnected with a 
nurses’ protection alarm system. This 
in turn will be, cross-connected with 
treatment and bath areas on the floor. 
An intercommunicating automatic tele
phone will be available in all nurses’ 
stations and other important locations.
Exterior windows will be steel with 

safety screens on all except in the se
clusion rooms, where detention screens 
will be used.
The following figures may be of 

interest:
Square feet per bed, 745.
Cost per bed, $12,400.
Cost per square foot, $16.64.
Cost per cubic foot, $1.32.
These figures are for construction 

contracts and do not include furnish
ings, movable equipment, and floor 
pantry equipment.
The functional arrangement of the 

plan results in a beautiful and interest
ing exterior design as will be seen 
from the accompanying drawing. Fin
ished in brick, with stone trim and 
simple symbolic ornament, it is be
lieved that when viewed from any 
direction, the new building located in 
the beautifully wooded section of the 
hospital grounds will be a credit to the 
Order of St. Francis and the commu
nity which it serves, and when com
pleted will provide humanized and 
scientific treatment of the highest order 
for those in our community who are 
suffering from a mental disease.


