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1949 was a year destined to see great strides made toward realization 
of a years-old dream here at St. Joseph’s. Laying of the cornerstone for Our 

Lady of Victor/ psychiatric unit on May 22 culminated five years of conferences 

among the administrative personnel, the medical staff and the lay advisory 

board; twenty-five years of experience in the care of psychiatric patients; and 

the results of four years of intensive study, travel and research by the Sisters, 

the medical and operating staffs, and the architects. When Sister M. Crescentia, 

Administrator of St. Joseph Hospital, laid the final brick seven months later, 

on December 2?, those present at the ceremony realized the long-contemplated 

project to provide adequate facilities in this area for treatment of the mentally 
ill would reach fruition in the not too distant future.

Other highlights of the year’s history included a division of 

administrative and religious community duties which brought Sister M. Samuela 

Yonker to St. Joseph’s as Superior, Sister M. Crescentia Wickenhauser retaining 
her post of Administrator; St. Joseph’s participation in meetings organizing a 

Nebraska Conference of the Catholic Hospital Association; and financial progress 

which established new high records in the hospital's business.

FINANCIAL REVIEW

Gross earnings increased $167,181.16, or ±2%t over 1948 to a record 

high of $1,555,041.48, Coupled -with a big jump of 28.7# to $178,254.53 in free 

services, the total services for the year amounted to $1,733,296.01, or a 13.6# 
increase over the previous year's gross business.

Income from patients amounted to $1,490,458.52, or an increase of



$189,550.49 (14.6;,?). 4*1,370,082.62 of this amount represents collections on 

current accounts, up $173,606.93 or 14.5# over 1943. Accounts of previous years 

brought in $120,375.90, a 15.3# increase over collections on old accounts in the 

previous year. Donations of $39,053.44 find sundry income of $80,227.06 brought 

the total cash income to a record breaking $2,010,739.02, the first time in the 

history of the hospital that a total cash income of two million was reached.

This high figure was up $650,074.39 or 47# over 1948. Allowances and discounts 

of ■*>36,961.47 were in addition to the free services mentioned above. Accounts 
Receivable on December 31 amounted to $115,040.74.

Operating expenses of $1,363,143.86 rose 12.1# or $147,449.44 over 
1948. Our payroll increased $127,623.60 or 17.2# to an all time high of 

$866,182.80, which amounted to 63g# of the total operating expenses. There were 

438 full time and 144 part time on the payroll December 31. Inventory stood at 
$162,057.41 at the year's end.

Total cash disbursements for 1949 amounted to $2,315,513.82. This 

huge sum was partially accounted for by payments of $897,421.45 for construction 

of Our Lady Of Victory Unit, $375,000 of this amount being the first withdrawal 

on the mortgage loan ot $1,600,000 negotiated with Northwestern Mutual Life 

Insurance to rapany of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to defray expansion costs. During the 
year $9,171.86 was paid in interest on the loan.

Equipment and improvements of $932,672.73, together with $10,525 used 
to purchase the Ansil Briggs residence for additional housing for student nurses, 

brought non-operating expenses for the year to a record high of $952,369.96.

The month of July established a new peak period of income, with 

$139,677.34 in payments for patient service, and also the highest single day's 

income of $20,625.34 on July 14. February was the month of lowest income, 

$108,464.95, while the $614.65 taken in on November 24 was the lowest amount
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of income on any one day* For the first time in the institution's history, the 

*cash income did not fall below $105,000 in any month. Four months had incomes 

exceeding $130,000. On only four days in the entire year did the daily cash 

income fail to pass the $1000 mark.
On December 31 the Building Fund stood at $312,000, $28,316.78 of that 

sum being donated throughout the year. An unusual gift wa3 the $100 handed anon

ymously to Sister M. Timothea at the chapel door November 22. The enclosed note, 

with no name signed, asked that the money be placed in the building fund. Settle

ment of the Nurse Cadet Corps account in February permitted transferral of the 

$21,438.84 balance to the Building Fund.
Accounts Payable on December 31 Totaled $146,868.46, the sum of 

$375,000 borrowed on the loan for construction of Our Lady of Victory Unit being 

the only other outstanding obligation. Cash on hand amounted to $202,905.10.

STATISTICAL DATA

A 20.5$ jump in out-patient admissions and an increase of 7.4$ in 

in-patient admissions swelled the total number of patients treated to 20,255, an 

increase of 2388 patients over 1943. In-patient admissions totaled 13,509, and 

out-patient admissions 3,336. The total number of days of patient care amounted 

to 153,274, an increase of 3039 or 2$ days over 1948. Percentage of occupancy 

for the year was 93.3$, the average total daily occupancy being 420. Average 

patient stay was 11.4 days.
Full pay patients numbering 1792 received 25,441 days of carej the part 

pay patients, 10,573, had 109,727 days of care; while free patients received 

18,106 days of care. The 1,144 free patients, comprising 8.5$ of the total patients, 

received 11.8$ of the total days of patient care.
The X-Ray department again recorded a heavy increase in services. The
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35,257 services to patients, including 26,596 radiographic exams; 2,224 fluoro- 

scopic exams; 3,620 physical therapy treatments; and 2,817 x-ray therapy treat

ments, comprised a 3 1 . 2% increase over the previous year.
The Laboratory, likewise, experienced a new high in the 153,085 lab 

procedures recorded. This figure was a 15.5$ increase over 1948. Blood trans

fusions numbered 3076, while plasma transfusions were down to 177. Autopsies in 

137 cases were 36|$ of the 375 deaths during the year.

Surgery and Obstetrics Departments registered slight declines in the 

number of cases. The 7440 operations represented a drop of 662 or 8.2$ from 1948. 

Of that total minor operations accounted for 1892 cases, including 1242 T & A*3, 

while major procedures numbered 5548. Surgical admissions were off 177 from the 

5763 admitted in 1948* Medical admissions were up 30*1$ to 5267* The 1862 

Pediatrics admissions were 211 over 1948, the little patients receiving 12,178 

^  days of care. Psychiatric admissions were up 33 over the 373 admitted in 1948.

- The slight decline in days of care, 16,154, accounted for the decline in average 

psychiatric patient stay— 44 days in 1943, 39.8 days in 1949. The number of 

psychiatric out-patients treated was 1347, an increase of 349 over the previous 

year.

The 2063 births recorded in Obstetrics, representing 1051 boys and 

1012 girls, were down 2.8$ or 59 births from 1948. Twenty-two sets of twins were 

among the newcomers who received a total of 12,445 days of care, while the mothers 

received 13,145 day3 of care. The 43 cesarean operations performed accounted for 

2 .3%  of the total number of births. July, claiming the greatest number of births, 

187, helped brin£ the total number of births in the department since its opening 

in 1919 to 24,747.
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ADMINISTRATION

A division of administrative and religious community duties here at 

St, Joseph’s Hospital brought Sister M. Samuela Yonker to Omaha from the Good 

Samaritan Hospital in Kearney, Nebraska, whore she served as Administrator and 

Superior of that institution. Sister M. Ssmuela assumed duties here as Superior, 

with Sister M. Cre3centia Nickenhauser continuing a3 Administrator, In her letter 

announcing this change, Mother Reginalda stated that the division of duties was 

deemed necessary due to the great responsibility which has been resting on the 

shoulders of the Superiors of St. Joseph’s Hospital, Sister M. Cornelians Meek  

was appointed Second. Assistant. A copy of Sister Reginalds’s letter accompanies 
this report.

Of primary importance from the Administration viewpoint was the steady- 
progress made toward the completion of Our Lady of Victory Unit during 1949.

At the Cornerstone-laying Ceremonies on May 22, Dr. Adolph Sachs stressed the 

growing need for facilities to care for and treat the mentally ill end praised 

the Sisters of St. Francis for making Our Lady of Victory Unit possible. In his 
own words, Dr. Sachs said:

In recent years, our country has been awakened to the need for 
care and treatment of the mentally ill. Medical Science today has made 
splendid strides in Neurology and Psychiatry, and offers great encourage
ment to those so afflicted. Today v;e celebrate the building of a 
Psychiatric Unit that will provide the most modern equipment and 
scientific aid that can be obtained anywhere in the world, and a 
hospital that will be a credit not only to our immediate community, 

but to the nation as well, I pay tribute to the humble order of devout 
Sisters of St. Francis, for making this hospital available to suffering 
humanity.

A copy of Dr. Sach's talk is attached to this report.

An article entitled "Psychiatric Unit is a Credit to the Community,” 

written by Frank Latenser of the Omaha firm, John Latenser and Son3, Architects- 

Engineers, Omaha, was published in the March, 1949, issue of Modem Hospital.
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The article summarized plans for Our Lady of Victory Unit and pointed out the 

value of such a structure to the community.

The strides in construction of the psychiatric addition were made 

evident on December 27 when Sister M. Crescentia, Hospital Administrator, laid the 

last brick in the building at 3:45 p. m.
A shortage of housing for student nurses wa3 alleviated in August by 

the purchase of a residence at 2526 South 10th Street from Mr. And Mrs, Ansil 

Briggs for $10,525, Remodeling including the addition of a shower room oa the 

first floor and renovation brought the total cost to $12,000. The structure was 

purchased to be used for housing of affiliation students of the School of Nursing 

who come from other Catholic hospitals for psychiatric training. The house has a 

twenty-student capacity plus a 2-room apartment for the housemother and her husband.

Representatives of Nebraska's twenty hospitals under Catholic auspices 

gathered in Omaha on November IS, at the invitation of His Grace, the Most Rev, 

Gerald T. Bergen, S.T.D., Archbishop of Omaha, to discuss the organization of a 

Nebraska Conference of the Catholic Hospital Association of the United States and 

Canada. The Rev. Harry B. Crimidns, S.J., Regent of the Creighton University 

School of Medicine, and Archdiocesan Director of Catholic Hospitals in Nebraska, 

presided at the meeting, which was held in connection with the annual two-day 

convention of the Nebraska Hospital Assembly. Following adoption of a Constitution 

and By-Laws, officers for the ensuing year were elected, including as President, 

Sister M. Crescentia, Administrator of St. Joseph's Hospital, The other four 

hospitals run by the Sisters of St. Francis Seraph in Nebraska, St. Mary's Hospital, 

Columbus; Good Samaritan Hospital, Kearney; St. Elizabeth, Lincoln; and St. Francis, 

Grand Island, will all participate in the new organization. Meetings of the 

Nebraska Conference will be held in the fall, concurrent with and in the same city 

as the annual convention of the Nebraska Hospital Assembly.
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The largest attendance in the history of the Nebraska Hospital Assembly

was recorded at the thirteenth annual conference, held November 17 and 13, •with a 

total registration of 185 adirdnistrators, directors of nursing, department heads, 

and other personnel. The two-day session was presided over by Donald W. Duncan, 

formerly associated with St. Joseph's and now Business Manager of St. Elizabeth 

Hospital, Lincoln, retiring President of the organization. Action was taken during 

the conference toward establishing the state organization a3 an integral unit of 

the American Hospital Association, inasmuch as more than fifty per cent of the 

hospitals in the state now are institutional members of the national body. B y vote 

of the assembly, the name of the state group was changed to the Nebraska Hospital 

Association and an application for AHA affiliation approved. Among the new officers 

elected were: Secretary, Donald W, Duncan, and Director, Sister M, Mechtildis, 

Administrator of St. Francis Hospital, Grand Island, Representatives elected to the 

House of Delegates of the American Hospital Association, 1950 convention, Atlantic 

City, New Jersey, and 1951 convention, St, Louis, Missouri, were Harold J, Hamilton, 

Manager of Brewster Hospitals and Clinics, Holdrege, and Francis J, Bath, Business 
Manager of St. Joseph*3 Hospital.

From September 25 to 29, Sister M. Crescentia and Sister M. Rosita 

attended the American Hospital Association meeting in Cleveland. The Sisters 

estimated that 4000 people were in attendance at this meeting.

Sisters M, Comeliana, Edwprdina, Carmelia and Francis J. Bath drove 

to Kansas City, Missouri, on April 25 via Dr. John Duncan's station wagon to attend 

the Mid-West Hospital meeting. The theme of the meeting, held on the following three 

days, was "Problems of the Small Hospital." Of special interest to St. Joseph 

Hospital’s delegates were sessions dealing with the care and treatment of mentally 

ill patients. Mr. Bath returned to Kansas City on October 27 for a meeting of the 

Executive Board of the Mid-West Hospital Association.

i
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On January 13 St. Joseph's Hospital played host to the Omaha Area 

Hospital Council meeting at which officers were elected, including Hal G. Perrin 

C3 President, and James Carr as President-elect. Another meeting of the group was 

held February 10 at Clarkson Hospital. Donald W. Duncan spoke on "Hospital Credit 

Problems."

On January 1 St. Joseph's Hospital became a member of the Chamber of 

Commerce. On January 3 Henry J. Dworak assumed duties as Accountant in the business 

office.

On March 5 Sister M. Crescentia and Francis J. Bath went to Lincoln on 

a business trip which included stops at St. Elizabeth hospital and the state house. 

Accompanying them on the drive were Sister M. Fulgentia and Sister M. Simpliciana.

Sister M. Crescentia left Omaha July 20 for the Motherhouse in Denver 

where she conferred with Mother Reginalda on problems concerning St. Joseph's.

Sister returned to St. Joseph's on July 21.

Francis J. Bath included visits to the Motherhouse in Denver and to 

Mount Elizabeth Retreat, Morrison, Colorado, on his vacation trip to Colorado in 

August,



IMFROVii24EMT3 AND HEM EQUIPMENT
Foremost piece of new equipment purchased in 1949 was the new Reuter 

Pipe Organ installed in the hospital chapel February 8 at a toted, cost of $3823.79'. 

The specially built organ has 23 stops and a total of 377 speaking pipes* The 

pipes in the instrument range in size from the- largest which is some 10 feet long 

and about 10” square, down to the shortest pipe which has a speaking length of 

only f of en inch and a diameter smaller than that of an ordinary lead pencil*

Ey a system of easily handled stop key controls above the Great, the Swell and the 

Pedal keyboards, the organist is able- to bring into instant use any one of the 28 

different speaking stops or tone elements.

For its 1949 project the Creighton Circle undertook the task of refur

nishing and redecorating the Medical Library. Members of the Circle raised $600 

for this work. The size of the Library's collection was increased when Dr. John 

W. Duncan donated a number of volumes to the Library on August 5.

Contributions to St. Joseph Hospital's Building Fund, Mounting to 

$28,316.78, included $1000 from Dr. Harry J. Jenkins; $500 from Dr. F. J. Barta, 

and from Drs. McGuire, Johnson, McCarthy and eteuood; $ 2 5 0 from Dr. J. P. Drozda; 

$178.70 from Theodore G. Miller; $150 from Dr. and Mrs, Maurice B. Grier; $125 

from Right Rev. Ksgr. John Palubicki; and $25 from Mrs. Roy Reedy. The St. Joseph 

Hospital Staff Building Fund Committee secured donations totaling $11,263.08; 

while Sr. M. Fulgentia, through the sale of her "Bricks" to patients and visitors, 

contributed $11,325. Because of the large indebtedness on Our Lady of Victory 

Unit, permission was secured from Mrs. Millard D. Hosford to apply onto the 

Building Fund the $2500 left to St. Joseph's by her late husband for purchase of 

a car by the Sisters.

Christmas donations from friends of St. Joseph's totaled $1965. Friends 

of Dr. John VI, Duncan contributed $33.50 In Kenoriam of the good Doctor. Other
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donations included $2000 each from Mrs. Edward P. Meyers and from Miss Agnes

Wubben.

Donations for new equipment included $800 given by Mr. and Mrs. W. 

Clarke Swanson toward the $1057.06 purchase price of a Pilling Bronchoscopic 

Operating Table and a Jackson Triple Bronchoscopic Pump. In the Obstetrics 

Department Dr. William E. Kroupa donated $454.90 to cover the cost of two new 

Dressing carts and a new Food cart. Friends of Dri Ernest Kelley have contributed 

a total of $535.25 to furnish a Memorial Room in honor of the good Doctor who died 

May 14. Right Rev. Msgr. N. H. Wegner donated several hundred dollars throughout 

the year to purchase food to be sent to the world Motherhouse in Olpe, Westphalia, 

Germany.

New furnishings, costing a total of $12,128.33, were purchased for use 

in various departments during the year, while costs of new equipment amounted to 

$26,061.59.
Principal new items of furniture were new Simmons chests of drawers, 

chairs and other furnishings amounting to $4831*38 for the Nurses’ Home; and ten 

Simmons metal chests of drawers at a total cost of $552.50 for the employees' 

quarters.
New Medical, and Surgical Service equipment included 6 Pelton electric 

Instrument Sterilizers, 3 Sklar Suction pumps, a used Heidbrink Oxygen tent, and 

3 stretcher carts. In addition to the Pilling Bronchoscopic Operating Table and 

the Jackson Triple Bronchoscopic Pump donated by Mr, and Mrs. W. Clarke Swansong- 

new equipment in Surgery included a Burdick Electrosurgical unit and an Operay 

Multibeam Light with a swivel hanger.

Purchases for the Laboratory were an Electronic battery eliminator, a 

Microtome Model 888 with a freezing attachment, a B St L microscope and a Cardio- 

3cribe. The most costly piece of equipment purchased during the year was a

i
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Maxiscope— 200 X-Ray Unit purchased for $12,314.92.

In the Kitchen, a Hobart dishwasher, 5 Dishwasher tables, a Food Scale, 

a Hobart meat chopper, and 16 stainless steel coffee servers were added during 

1949. Housekeeping had a new electric sewing machine.

In order to remove hot air and to make working conditions more pleasant, 

a 48" 3/4 horsepower Emerson Pan with a shutter was installed. Additional equip
ment included a Marvel, Jr. Clothes marking machine; purchased for the laundry.

An Underwood typewriter, a life-size female Torso Model and a Chase 

hospital Doll for demonstrations, were purchased for use by the School of'Nursing 

in 1949.

In July St, Joseph*s purchased 14 Underwood typewriters to replace, as
A

needed, obsolete equipment throughout the building. The Business Office had a 

new electric Clary Adding Machine and various file cabinets and de3k3 added during 

the year.

An advance purchase for use in Our Lady of Victory Unit wa3 an Electro

encephalograph at a total cost of $2938.69. Another piece of equipment for the 

new addition was a General Electric direct-write Electrocardiogram machine purchased 

in September.

STAFF

St. Joseph's Hospital was saddened by the death of two of its most 

valued Staff members in 1949, Dr. Ernest Kelley who died May 14, and Dr. John W. 

Duncan who died November 20. At the Cornerstone Laying for Our Lady of Victory 

Unit on May 22, Dr. Adolph Sachs paid tribute to the memory of Dr. Kelley who had 

been Head of the Department of Neuro-Psychiatry of St, Joseph's until his death.

Dr. Sachs recalled the fine work Dr. Kelley had done in his chosen field and 

expressed regret that Dr, Kelley did not live to see the completion of the new 
psychiatric unit. 4 number of the Sisters attended Dr. Kelley's funeral on May



-  1 2  -

16. Friends of Dr. Kelley started a Memorial Fund in his honor which will be used 

for furnishing a room in the hospital.
Guests at the annual Christmas dinner held for the Staff on December 

7 included Dr. Percy J. Carroll, Dean of the Creighton University School of Mede- 

cine, who acted as Toastmaster, members of the Staff, and a few friends of St. 

Joseph’s Hospital. George L. DeLacy, member of the law firm of Kennedy, Holland, 

DeLacy and Svoboda, presented an address commemorating the late ^r. John V/,

Duncan. Recalling Dr. Duncan’s intense study to better himself in his chosen 

profession, his years of labor at Creighton University’s School of Medicine, and 

his long years of work here at St. Joseph's, Mr. DeLacy paid high tribute to this 

man vhonu he called "a self-effacing, dignified and earnest Doctor of Medicine, a 

highly skilled surgeon, and above all else, a Christian gentleman." A copy of 

Mr. DeLacy's remarks is enclosed with this report. Sisters M. Crescentia,

Samuela, Cornelians, Consolata, Romaulda, Odolina, Euthalia and Rosita attended 

the funeral held November 22,
St. Joseph's Hospital played host the first day of a three-day Spring 

Postgraduate Assembly sponsored by Creighton University' 3 School of Medicine for 

its alumni on April 5. The Assembly began with registration at St. Joseph's. 

Presiding at the three main meetings held the first day were Dr. Bryan M. Riley,

Dr. William Barry, and Dr, B. Carl Russura. Second day meetings moved St. Cath

erine's Hospital, while meetings held on the third day, presided over by Drs.

Ernest Kelley, Floyd S. Clark, Fred M. Watke and B. Carl Russum were held at the 

School of Medicine. Chairman of the committee planning the Assembly was Dr.

Harold N. Neu, Staff member of St, Joseph's.

Serving on the 1943-1949 Alumni Council, the governing body of Creightpn 

University Alumni Association, w e r e several members of our Staff, Drs. S. J .O Carnazao and Frank J. Iwerson.



The St. Joseph Hospital Staff Building Fund Committee raised the

magnificent sum of $11,263.03 to be used to defray construction costs on Our 

Lady of Victory Unit. Additional individual contributions included Dr. Harry J, 

Jenkins, $1000; Dr. F. R. Barta and Drs. McGuire, Johnson, McCarthy and Gatewood, 

$500; Dr. J. P. Drozda, $250; and Dr. and Mrs. Maurice E. Grier, $125.

SCHOOL OF NURSING

Highlights of the year in the School of Nursing were graduation of a 

class of 29 students on June 2, and organization of a school for practical 

nurses.

The course to train practical nurses, the first such one-year course 

in Nebraska, was started February 1. The first class of 23 students, which 

included 27 women and one man, was recruited among employees of the hospital. All 

were high school graduates, although the school requires only elementary education. 

Other entrance requirements include the age limit of 17 to 45.

Planning of the school was directed by Sister Mary Louis who came from 

Denver late last year to become Director of Mursing at St. Joseph's. The school 

was set up with the help of advice from the National Association of Practical Nurse 

Education and from Miss Blanche Graves, State Director of Education and Registra

tion for Nurses. After the school h&3 operated one year it will be eligible to 

seek recognition by the National Association, ^ister M. Edwardina has been named 

as Director of the school.

The first 14 weeks given to classroom work include courses such as 

nutrition, food selection and preparation, nursing principles and procedure, first 

aid, body structure and function, selected diseases and conditions of illness, 

care of mothers and infants, and rehabilitation and recreational activities. The 

school enrolled another class in October.

i
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New additions to the faculty of the School of Nursing are Mrs. Mary 

E* Boyden, clinical instructor of nursery experience in the obstetrical depart

ment; Catherine Hess, clinical instructor of a medical and surgical division; and 

Arlene Deter, instructor in medical and surgical nursing. Miss Deter vdll carry 

out the program recently set up by the NINE Curriculum Committee in which pharma

cology, nutrition and public health are integrated with the medical and surgical 
nursing course.

An Open House for prospective student nurses was held March 19. On 

National Hospital Day, May 12, a tea was held in the School of Nursing for high 

school senior girls from Duchesne, St. Mary's, Cathedral, Holy Name, Notre Dame, 

Central, Benson and South high schools. The tea, designed to interest more girls 

in the nursing profession, was climaxed by tours through the hospital and nurses* 

home. Student nurses served as hostesses. The School of Nursing Alumnae Associ

ation held Open House July 1 for the opening of the "Sister Livina Memorial Lounge."

Sister Mary Louis, Director of Creighton Memorial St. Joseph Hospital's 

School of Nursing, attended a meeting of the Conference of Catholic Schools of 

Nursing held in St. Louis, January 5-9. Plans were discussed for the June meeting 

of this Conference held at Keil Auditorium, St. Louis, proceeding the convention 

of the Catholic Hospital Association June 13-16.

Sisters M. Louis, Antonette, Cornelians, Edwardina and a group of the 

nursing faculty attended the Nebraska Nurses Convention in Grand Island starting 

October 18.

Sisters M. Louis and Antonette traveled to Denver on August 9 for a 

three-day course on School of Nursing accreditment at Colorado University,

A Day of Recollection conducted by the Rev. Hugh PitzGibbon, S. J., 

was held for graduates of St. Joseph School of Nursing on MarcJj 27. A group of 

27 students went to Harlan, Iowa, April 12, for the funeral of Mrs. Buss, mother
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of a student nurse.

Another student nurse, Mary Louise Roach from Red Oak, Iowa, left for 

Denver February 10, accompanied by Sister M. Crescentia, to enter the novitiate

at the Motherhouse in Denver,

St. Joseph's could be proud of Sister M, Eleanor Heramer and Georgia 

Lehmann, June graduates of the School of Nursing, who received the highest grades, 

96.2# and 95.9$ respectively, in the State Board Exam3 held July 19.

Officers of the Nebraska State Student Nurses Association include 

Patricia Farmer, St. Joseph School of Nursing, who was elected president.-

On the social side, the first annual "Queen of Hearts Ball" was held 

on February 14, Valentine Day. Therese Lally was revealed as the all-school 

"sweetheart" at the dance, chaperoned by members of the Medical Staff.

The Glee Club of the School of Nursing joined its fifty voices with 

the fifty voices of Creighton University's mixed chorus in March. The combined 

group made a number of appearances throughout the year.

More than 70 alumnae of St. Joseph's School of Nursing met at a tea 

held January 16. Rosemary Neville was in charge of arrangements for the party. 

Officers elected for the next year were Mary Lucille McGuire, president; Evelyn 

McAuliffe, vice-president; Helen Havelka, secretary; and Ramona Valla, treasurer*

Serving on the 1948-1949 Creighton University Alumni Cotlncil, the 

governing body of the Alumni Association, were two graduates of St. Joseph's 

Nursing School: Dorothy Laape and Jeanne Prendergast.

Mary Katherine Glaza, graduate of St. Joseph's School of Nursing, 

was sworn in as a member of the Army Nurse Corps on February 2, the 48th anniver

sary of the Army Nurse Corps. The ceremony was highlighted by the special 

program dedicated to the ANC on the Kate Smith Hour heard over a nation-wide 

hook-up. The nurses, one chosen from each state, received their basic training
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at Brooks Field Medical Center, Fort Sam Houston, Texas.

Living quarters for student nurses were increased by the purchase of 

the Ansil Briggs home at 2526 South 10th Street. Purchased to be used for 

housing of affiliation students of the School of Nursing who come from other 

Catholic hospitals for psychiatric training, the house has a twenty-student capa

city plus a 2-room apartment for the housemother and her husband.

Affiliation students during 1949 totaled 76. Of this number, 18 were 

from St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln} 12 from St. Francis Hospital, Grand Island} 

and 46 from the Presentation Schools, South Dakota.

A committee composed of hospital and nursing school administrators, 

doctors' wives, students' mothers, and students met on January 19 to plan a 

large Bingo party to be given on April 21 for the benefit of the School of Nursing. 

Those present included Sister M. Cre3centia, Sister M. Louis, Mrs Kathleen Ellis, 

Educational Director and other faculty members. General chairman for the party 

was Mrs, William Kroupa,

The Nebraska State Nurse Association announced in May minimum salary 

standards for the various nursing positions available in the state. The new 

wage standards requested by the Association were labeled "unwise and unjustified" 

by the executive board of the Nebraska Hospital Assembly. Donald W. Duncan, 

president of the assembly and business manager of St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln, 

declared that "It is economically impossible for Nebraska hospitals to agree with 

or meet the salary increases requested." Increased pay schedules would produce 

either higher rates or a lower quality of hospital service. Mr. Duncan added,

"With a general economic trend downward it seem3 highly desirable that rates be 

reduced, not raised. Higher personnel costs will therefore result in lower 

quality service, something we feel unjustified in asking our communities to 

accept."

i



RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

Hi3 Excellency, the Most Rev. Gerald T, Bergan, S.T.D,, Archbishop of 

Omaha, was celebrant of the Solemn High Mass held March 19 In the hospital 

chapel honoring the patron of our hospital, St. Joseph, The Sisters served 

dinner to the clergy following the ceremonies.

Anniversary Masses wer e  celebrated by oui* Chaplain, the Rev, Charles 

Strassberger, On February 6, honoring our Founder, Mother Theresa Bonzel, and 

on February 7, honoring Count and Mrs, John A, Creighton on Founders* Day, On 

January 1 Father Strassberger sang a high mass for the Benefactors of the 

hospital.
The Great Relic of St. Francis Xavier which consists of the right 

forearm of the great Jesuit missionary was brought to St. Joseph’s Hospital 

November 11, After being venerated in the chapel the relic was carried on the 

floors, blessing the sick.
A new Reuter pipe organ purchased for the hospital chapel was 

installed on February 3. After a simple ceremony in which Father Strassberger 

blessed the organ, Sister M. Scholastica, chapel organist, chose "Hymn to Saint 

Cecilia" as the first selection to be played on the new organ.

Rev. Meinrad Wesselman, O.F.M., conducted the annual retreat for the 

school sisters August 4th through 9th.
Because of Dr. E. M. Walsh’s generosity beautiful Christmas flowers 

decorated the hospital chapel during the holiday season. A total of six masses 

and Benediction celebrated in the chapel commemorated the birthday of our 

Infant Saviour,

Father Strassberger reported a total of ten converts among the

patients in 1949.



OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

Hie Sisters were saddened b7 news of the death of beloved Mother 

Verena, immediate past Mather General of the xrorld Motherhouse at Olpe, West

phalia, Germany, as related in a letter from Mother Fabiana. Mother Verena's 

death on Sunday, October 23, brought to a close a life of service to God and her 

Community. For thirty-one years prior to her retirement from the post of Mother 

General on Hay 12, 1947, Mother Verena guided our dear Community blessedly and 

successfully, lb rough the severe trials of two World Wars and the attacks of 

Naaiism and Socialism Mother Verena revealed herself to be possessed of a truly 

maternal heart, faithfully administering to the needs of her Spiritual Daughters, 

A copy of Mother Fabiana's letter bringing the sad news accompanies this 
chronicle.

Of most personal interest to the Sisters here at St, Joseph's during 

1949 was Mother Reginalda's announcement of the appointment of Sister J4. Samuela 

Yonker as Superior of St. Joseoh's, with Sister M. Grescentia Wickenhauser to 

continue as Administrator. Sister M. Cornelians Micek was appointed Second 

Assistant. Sister M, Samuela is the first Sister to occupy the office of 

Superior separate from the position of Administrator here at St. Joseph's. The 

division of administrative and religious community duties is due to the great 

responsibility which has been resting on the shoulders of the Superiors of St, 

Joseph's Hospital, Mother Reginalds states in her letter announcing the change. 

The areas of jurisdiction of the Superior and Adadnistrabor were defined in the 

letter, a copy of which is enclosed with this report. The Superior is in charge 

of the personal and religious needs of the Sisters, while the Administrator is 

responsible for the administration of all hospital affairs. Sister M» Samuela 

comes to St. Joseph's from the Good Samaritan Hospital in Kearney, Nebraska, 

where she served as Administrator and Superior of that institution.



Miss Adeline Kabat, who has worked in the kitchen here at St.

Joseph's for five and a half years, and Mis3 Mary Louise Roach, a freshman 

student nurse from Red Oak, Iowa, left February 10 for the Motherhouse in 

Denver to become candidates in our Community. Sister M. Crescentia accompanied 

the two girl3 in their trip to Denver.

Sister M, Louis, Director of the School of Nursing, and Sister M. 

Rosita, Medical Record Librarian, represented St. Joseph's at the Catholic 

Hospital Association Committee Meeting held July 31 to August 3 in St. Louis.

Among those present for the Hospital Pharmacists Meeting in Sioux 

City on June 7 were Sisters M. Carmolita and Qdolina. The Meeting wa3 held at 

St. Vincent's Hospital there.

Sisters M. Crescentia and Rosita were our representatives at the 

American Hospital Association meeting in Cleveland starting September 25.

The Sisters, who left for home September 29, estimated that 4000 people were 

in attendance at this meeting.

Of special interest to the hospital personnel attending the Mid-West 

Hospital Association meeting in Kansas City, Missouri, April 25 through 28, 

were sessions dealing with the care of the mentally ill. Sisters M. Corneliana, 

Edwardina and Carmelia made the trip to Kansas City via Dr. John Duncan's station 

wagon which he graciously made available for use by the Sisters.

Sisters M. Antonette, Georgette and Mary James together with the 

Misses Helen Formanek, Evelyn Humilcheck and Eva Smith spent a profitable day 

in Hastings, Nebraska, on September 22 participating in a Cancer Institute held 

in that city.

Journeying to Denver on August 9 were Sisters M. Louis and Antonette* 
The Sisters attended a three-day course on School of Nursing accreditment at 

Colorado University before returning home on August 12.



A five-day Guidance Course offered at Loretto Heights College drew

Sisters M. JSdwardina and Joselda to Denver August 17 through 23. Sister M. 

Joselda remained at the Kotherhouse for several days, attending additional 

classes, before returning to Omaha to resume her studios at Duchesne College.

Sisters M. Antonette, Corneliana, Charlotte and Edwardina attended 

the cornerstone laying of St. Catherine's Hospital's new addition July, 1949,

A reunion of the 1929 class of St. Elizabeth Hospital's School of 

Nursing took Sister 11. Consolata to Lincoln August 7. Sister M. Consolata, 

former Director of the School of Nursing at St. Elizabeth's, also attended the 

first 10-year gathering of the group in 1939*
Sister Josette Markowitz, who graduated from the St, Joseph School 

of Nursing in June, left Omaha August 12 for a stop at the Motherhouse in Denver 

before assignment to St. Francis Hospital, Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Sister M. Eleanors also was a June graduate of the School of Nursing. 

Sister's grade of was the highest received by those taking the state Board

Exam on July 19. Sister M. Eleanora left St. Joseph's to attend St. Louis 

University for further study in Nursing Education.

Other June graduates included Sister M* Georgette who assumed duties 

as a Floor Supervisor here at St. Joseph's, end Sister Mary James who took over 

supervision of the Pediatrics department.
A number of the Sisters attended the funeral of Sister M. Bertilla,

O.S.F. on May 25. Sister M. Bertilla was a teacher at Immaculate Conception 

school before her death.
The Golden Wedding Anniversary of her parents brought Sister Edmondine 

Kudlacz, former record librarian at St. Joseph's, back to Omaha July 23 through 

26. After the festivities and a visit with the Sisters here, Sister M. Edmondine 

returned to her duties at St. Anthony Hospital, Denver.

i



Vacationing at the Motherhouse in Denver August 22 were Sisters M.

Fulgentia and Romualda, After a week spent in Denver the Sisters returned to 

Omaha.
Sister M. Benedicts visited with her sister Ann Friz in the Annex 

for several days in October.
Sister M. Corneliana was off the sick list after a satisfactory 

recovery from an operation performed August 6,

Sister M, Kudolphina, Assistant Superior at St. Joseph's, was 

transferred from Omaha during the year, going to St. Mary's Hospital, Columbus.

Sister M, Simpliciana, Laundry Supervisor, left St. Joseph's for 

St. Francis Hospital, Crand Island. Sister M. Leonardis arrived from Grand 

Island to take over as Supervisor of the Laundry department.

Sister M. Anetta Helling and Sister M. Lucella also exchanged places, 

Sister M. Anetta going to the Motherhouse in Denver, and Sister M. Lucella 

arriving here to take charge of the Sewing Room.

Sister Ruth Vontz, who was attending Duchesne College here, and 

Sister M, Camilla, Floor Supervisor, left St. Joseph's for the Motherhouse in 

Denver,
Sister M. Carlene, on duty in the Pharmacy here, left St. Joseph's 

to assume new duties at St. Francis Hospital in Colorado Springs, Colorado,

Sister M. Earlinda came to St, Joseph's to help Sister il. Martinis in 

the kitchen.
Sister M, Accursia left Omaha for the Motherhouse in Denver before 

reassignment to Cuba, New Mexico, where Sister M, Accursia will teach school,

Sister M. Crescentia, accompanied by Sister M. Fulgentia and Sister 

M, Simpliciana, made a business trip to Lincoln March 5. Stops the Sisters made 

included the State House and St. Elizabeth Hospital.
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The openin'! of bids on St, Francis Hospitals new School of Nursing

called °ister M, Crescentia to Grand Island April 22. Sister M. Crescentia 

returned to Grand Island May 10 for a conference with Mothers Reginalds and 

Basilia, after which the three Sisters proceeded to St. Mary’s Hospital, Columbus. 

Sister M. Crescentia returned home May 12.

Sister M. Crescentia traveled to Denver for a conference at the 

Motherhouse July 20-21, and again from September 2 to

Diamond Jubilee festivities honoring Sister M. Scholastica Frunxviller, 

organist and choir director, were held February 9 in the hospital chapel, Rev, 

Charles Strassberge^ hospital chaplain, celebrating the Solemn Jubilee Mass, and 

Rev. Edmund C. Walsh of Boys Town delivering the sermon.

Born in Detroit, Michigan, in 1S67, Sister Mary Scholastica received 

the Franciscan habit on February 9, IBS9, after which she remained at the Mother- 

house as a music teacher in St. Francis Normal School for ten years, until her 

transfer to St, Mary's grade and high school, Memphis, Tennessee, where she taught 

music for another decade. Sister Scholastica then returned to Lafayette, to teach 

at St. Boniface school for a year, and later at other schools in Indiana conducted 

by the Franciscan sisters. Sister Scholastica's first assignment in the present 

Western province was as organist and teacher at St. Joseph's Church and school, 

Platte Center, Nebraska, where she remained for twelve years until her transfer 

to St, Bonaventure's Academy, Columbus, for eight years, and several other Platte 

County schools for shorter terms. In 1933 Sister Scholastics was assigned as 

organist and receptionist at St. Francis Hospital, Grand Island, ivhere she cele

brated her Golden Jubilee in the Franciscan order on February 9, 193#* Since 1942 

she has been stationed at St. Joseph's as organist and choir director.

Sister M. Antonio, sister of Sister Scholastica, was a member of the 

Franciscan order until her death, after 63 years of service, in 1945 in Denver.

i
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r  . OTHER NOTES OF INTEREST

Omaha was honored by a vist from Francis Cardinal Spellman on May 

10. Before five hundred Omaha business and civic leaders gathered for a luncheon 

held in his honor, Cardinal Spellman spoke on co-operation between capital and 

labor. Our business manager, Francis J. Bath, represented St. Joseph*s at the 

luncheon, Among the highlights of his trip to Nebraska the Cardinal named his 

commission as Admiral in the Nebraska Navy presented to him by Governor Val 

Peterson during a visit to the state capitol at Lincoln, and a reunion with five 

seminary classmates from the North American College in Rome which the Cardinal 

and his former schoolmates, including Gerald T. Bergan, S.T.D., Archbishop of 

Omaha, attended more than thirty years ago.

In observance of Hospital Day, May 12, St. Joseph's Hospital held an 

Open House for visitors from 2 to 4 P.M., the* Gray Ladies serving as hostesses 

on tours of the hospital. To encourage more girls to enter the nursing profession, 

St. Joseph School of Nursing invited high school senior girls from Duchesne, St. 

Mary’s, Cathedral, Holy Name, Motre Dame, Central, Benson and South high schools 

to a tea held in the nurses' home on Hospital Day, Student nurses acted as 

guides on excursions through the hospital and nurses' home in order to acquaint 

the girls with life and career possibilities as a student and full-fledged R. N.

During a severe hailstorm on June 23, the hospital's roof was damaged 

to the extent of $3200. Other casualities of the freak storm were a dozen 

windows, two large, the rest small; the hospital .garden; and a neon sign riddled 

by the heavy downpour.

On August first, work was started on widening Martha Street from 

24th Street to 10th Street, Interest in the project which will widen the street 

to 40 feet from the previous 24 feet was stimulated by the Better Omaha Clui} in 

which our business manager, Francis J. Bath, represents the hospital.



Francis P. Matthews, whose family often have been patrons of St.

Joseph*s Hospital, received national recognition when President Harry S, Truman 

appointed him to the post of Secretary of the Navy on May 25.
The annual Christmas Dinner for the employees was held on December 15 

this year. Over 200 persons attended the dinner at which 146 employees received 

bonuses representing unused sick leave amounting to over $3000.

Fifty-three of St. Joseph's employees contributed a total of $76.77 to 

the American Red Gross in a drive for funds sponsored by that organization in 

March.

VOLUNTEER SERVICES

The Gray Ladies of the Douglas County Chapter of the American Red 

Cross again comprised the most active and faithful group of volunteer workers 

here at St. Joseoh's all through 1949. 2236 hours, or 280 days, is the record 

of this group during 1949, hours spent in unselfish services for the patients.

Among the services -which the Gray Ladies performed are teaching the sick children 

in Pediatrics, writing letters for patients, reading to and shopping for those 

unable to do these tasks for themselves.

The 1949 Project of the Creighton Circle was the remodeling and 

furnishing of the medical library, $600.00 being contributed for this purpose.

At the city-wide ingathering of articles made by members of the Needlework Guild 

during 1949, Creighton Circle displayed 1031 articles, compared with the 1015 items 

exhibited the previous year. More articles at less expense than in 1948 was the 

record of this year, staled Mrs. Joseph A. Pleiss, President of the Creighton 

Circle, in her commendation of Mrs. G. Kenneth Muehlig who directed the sewing 

activities of the group during the past year.
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BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD

Starting on it3 second decade of service to the people of Nebraska,

BLUE CROSS reported new record achievements in 1949. Paying our $995,347.75 to 

the member hospital3 of the Plan, an increase of #240,636.64 or 31«9;» over 1943, 

BLUE CROSS provided 110,010 days of care for 19,210 cases involving members. 

Hospitalization expenditures amounted to 76# of the total amount paid in to 

BLUE CROSS. Average hosoitsl stay was 5.73 days? average cost par case was $51.34 

Female members received 65.6# of the total benefits paid out, while male members 

received 34.4#.
The amount of benefits paid to St. Joseph’s Hospital which totaled 

$95,491.64, an increase of 19.8# over 1943, allowed by BLU, " ' :'S on 1533 cases 
in which BLUE CROSS members or their dependents were hospital!; •. at St. Joseph’s, 

constituted 9.6# ox the entire amount paid to member hospitals in 1949.

At year's end BLUE CROSS listed a new high of 146,875 members, a 26,4# 

increase over 1948. A record 95 hospitals throughout the state of Nebraska were 

now cooperating in this Plan,
A dinner held by the Nebraska Hospital Assembly on February 26 commemo

rated the Tenth Anniversary of the Nebraska Blue Cross Plan, Francis J, Bath, 

Business Manager of at. Joseph’s, served on the Tenth Anniversary Committee 

planning the dinner at which three nurses from St. Joseph'3, the Nightingales 

Trio, entertained. One of the special guests at the dinner was nine-year-old 

James H. Skryja whose birth at St. Joseph's occasioned the payment of the first 

Blue- Cross maternity claim in Nebraska.

At a meeting held January 27, Arthur L. Cos,d, president of the Taskers 

National Bank, was elected president of Nebraska Blue Cross, succeeding Francis 

J. Bath who had held the office for five years. Mr. Bath continued as a member of 

the Executive Committee. Donald W. Duncan, formerly associated with St. Joseph’s



- 26 -
and now Business Manager of St. Elisabeth Hospital, Lincoln, was elected to serve
i

a three~yaar term as director.
On the same day, Dr. Arthur J. Offeman, ^taff member of St, Joseph's, 

was reelected president of BLUE SHIELD, having headed the organization since 

its beginning in 1944.



Names of Sisters Stationed at

CREIGHTON MEMORIAL ST. JOSEPH'S HOSPITAL - OMAHA, NEBRASKA 

December 3 1 , 1949

Sister M. Samuela Yonker, Superior
Sister M. Crescentia Wickenhauser, Administrator
Sister M. Comeliana Micek, Second Assistant

Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M, 
Sister M. 
Sister M.

Fulgent!a Frisch
Scholastica Frumviller
Eleutheria Brygg
Consolata Hunker
Eleutheria Pick
Nunziata Schmitz
Liberia Kozjan
Euthalia Graf
Lucella Each
Edwardina Jarboe
Ambrosiana Koch
Leonardis Legnsr
Felixiona Depka von Prodsinski
Chrysostoma Reudinger
Odolina Richardt
Bomardia McGee
Timothea Koperski
Humiliana Schreiner
Romaulda Nolle

Sister M. Rosita Billesbach 
Sister M. Hyacinth Wilmot 
Sister M. Louis Wenzl 
Sister M. Camelia Lohaus 
Sister M. Martinia Zach 
Sister M. Antonette Miskol 
Sister M, Miriam Reinert 
Sister M« Georgette Markov/itz 
Sister M. Joseph Leinert 
Sister M. James York 
Sister M. Earlinda 
Si3ter M. Aloysia Clupny 
Sister M. Joselda Smolen 
Sister M. Viventia Treitz 
Sister M. Braeline Gortheil 
Sister M. Theresa Ann Rivera 
Sister M. Paphnutia Schenklewitz 
Sister M. Charlotte Zingg

INACTIVE LIST

Sister M. Joseph Leinert 
Sister M. Aloysia Clupny

Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M.

James York 
Joselda Smolen 
Timothea Koperski

Attending Duchesne College
II tl II

Student, St. Joseph's School of Nursing
it  i» i i  it i i  i i

I!  I I  I I  II II  »

Sister M, Bernardia McGee Sick - Patient in Hospital



Praised be Jesus Christ I 
Saint Joseph convent 
2S25 Jest 32nd Avenue 
Denver, Colorado

Mov. 3, 1949

Dear Sisters,

It was our intention to have Sister Ascelle accompany Sisters Samuel a 
and Crescentia to Omaha and officially install Sister Samuela as Superior and 
Sister Crescentia as Administrator. Cur plans have been altered, however, as 
Sister Ascella is now in Cleveland attending the funeral of her dear mother, who 
died Sunday.

Due to the great responsibility, which has been resting on the shoul
ders of the Superiors of St. Joseph Hospital, we deem it necessary to appoint a 
Superior and an Administrator, who together are to share this burden.

You, dear Sisters, perhaps have the question in mind regarding the 
jurisdiction of each— the Superior and the Administrator. The Superior is in 
charge of the spiritual and temporal needs of the -'isters. In other words, you
are to approach here as regards your personal and religious, affairs; whereas,
the Administrator is responsible for the administration of all hospital affairs, 
and therefore you should approach her in regard to all your needs and problems 
concerning your hospital work.

I know, dear Sisters, you will help them so that the work at St.
Joseph's will always be pleasing to our dear Lord, and that the sick, the doctors
and nurses with whom you come in constant contact, can say of you as was said of 
the First Christian, "Behold how they love one another!" Only then, can we feel 
that we are living the vocation that we profess. I am confident that you, dear 
Sisters, as good religious, will do your share to lighten the burden placed upon 
the shoulders of our dear Sisters damuela and Crescentia by your loyal cooperation

At this time, we have also appointed °ister Corneliana as Second 
Assistant. We know that she, too, will be glad to assist dear Sisters Samuela 
and Crescentia in the tremendous responsibility connected with the administration 
of St. Joseph Hospital.

May God bless each and every one of you in a very special manner is 
the wish of,

Yours lovingly,

Sister M. Reginalda 
p.F.



SPEECH GThhU B( DR. ADOLPH SACHS AT THE CORNERSTONE 
r LAYING CEREMONIES, MAY 22, 1949

Your Excellency, Archbishop Bergan
Most Reverend Hother Superior, Sister Crescentia and Sisters of 

St. Francis
Honorable Knights of Columbus
Honorable Members of the Clergy
Members.of the Pursing Staff
Distinguished Guests, and Friends:

This is indeed an honor to represent the Medical Staff of St. Joseph's 
Hospital on this momentous occasion, the laying of the cornestone of the magnifi
cent Psychiatric Unit.

Since the establishment of St. Joseph's Hospital in the year 1870, the 
good Sisters of St. Francis have performed an inestimable service, not only to the 
City of Omaha, but to Nebraska and the surrounding States as well. They have been 
the guiding light, and inspiration to all in the operation of this great institu
tion of charity and service to mankind, for these many years. From their unselfisl 
and untiring efforts, has sprung one of the world's finest modern hospitals; it 
is a most noble achievement.

In recent years, our country has been awakened to the need for care and 
treatment of the mentally ill. Medical Science today has made splendid strides in 
Neurology and Psychiatry, and offers great encouragement to these so afflicted. 
Today we celebrate the building of a Psychiatric Unit that will provide the most 
modern equipment and scientific aid that can be obtained anywhere in the world, 
and a hospital that will be a credit not only to our immediate community, but to 
the nation as well. I pay tribute to the humble order of St. Francis, for making 
this hospital available to suffering humanity.

1-1 et me pause a moment here, and pay tribute to the late Doctor Ernest 
Kelley, who until his death a week ago, was Head of the Department of Neuro- 
Psychlatrv of St. Joseph's Hospital. Dr. Kelley would have been proud to be here 
today, and would have loved to see the completion of this splendid unit, which 
has so long been needed in Omaha.

To you, Sister Crescentia, and your splendid co-workers in the Order 
of Sisters of St. Francis, may I express on behalf of the Medical Staff, our 
sincere gratitude for your wonderful achievement in the past, and for the honor 
and privilege of celebrating with you today, another great step forward for the 
future.

Adolph Sach s, M .D ., 
F.A.C.P., K.C.S.G.-



Praised be Jesus Christ!

C un

St. Francis Motherhouse 
Olpe, Germany 
October 2 3, 1949

(Dear good ^isters,

This letter brings you the announcement of the death of our dear, 
beloved, Mother Verena. Today, Sunday evening, as the Angelus bell reminded us 
of the evening greetings to our dear Lady, her dear soul left us to awake in the 
other world, happy to behold Him .mom she had given her entire life and efforts 
from childhood on.

Surrounded by here Sisters assembled in prayer, during the supplica
tions of our ReverendChaplain, she wended her way through the dark portals.
With joyful confidence, her purged soul, laden with the fruits of an abundant 
life, hastens to meet her heavenly Bridegroom.

During her last days, our dear Mother suffered much, and it was very 
painful for us, because of our inability to offer any alleviation. Our dear Lord 
thus surely took from her soul the least shadow to permit her to hasten immediately 
into His Arms. Almost up to the last moment, the dear sick one reacted to every
thin/', which was taking place around her, and again and again, she pleaded for 
prayers.

Be have lost a faithful Mother, one who truly possessed a maternal 
heart. Could we ever be forgetful of her kindness' of heart, which through thirty- 
one long years so blessedly and successfully guided our dear Community? May the 
good example of her humble, simple, ever charitable disposition remain constantly 
before our eyes and direct us in the path which our Help Father Francis and his 
true follower, our deceased Foundress, "other Theresia, led the way.

Let us, dear °isters, at the bier of our dear departed, as a grateful 
and most meaningful gift make the promise ever-to.strive that the genuine Francis
can spirit of poverty, ove of the cross, and holy j cy, always characteristic of 
the religious Community of the Olpe Sisters, nay remain alive.

There is, to be sure, no need of my. admonishing you, dear Sisters, to 
give our dear Mother the almsgiving of prayer in the fullest measure, .'and'to say 
the prescribed prayers for the peace' of her soul.

The Solemn Requiem will take place on Thursday, October 27, in the 
chapel of the Motherhouse. The burial will follow immediately thereafter. Most 
probably, our Most Reverend Archbishop will preside.

In deep sorrow, deev Listers, all the dear Sisters of the Motherhouse 
gr.-et you, especially,

Your loving,

Sister M. Fa.biana 
poor Franciscan

P.S. In the meantime, our dear Lister Speranda died in Wisseri. A detailed 
account will folio but please remember her in prayer.



ADDRESS GIVEN BY GEORGY L. DGLACY ON DECEMBER 7, 1949 

AT THE ST. JOSEPH STAFF DINNER, IN MEMORY OF DR. JOHN DUNCAN
i

MR. CHAIRMAN, REVEREND FATHERS’, SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS, FRIENDS:

I consider myself highly honored to be selected to say something 
concerning the life of our late friend ana associate, Dr. John Duncan.

One would instinctively know that, at the very first staff dinner 
held after his death, the good Sisters of St. Francis would went some tribute 
paid to their beloved friend and fellow worker.

This gathering;, held in the House of Mercy, is indded a fitting and 
proper one at which to speak of him who has left jrs.

In this busy and hectic world we scarcely have time to bury the dead. 
The ordinary man, when he leaves us, is too soon forgotten, but this man of 
whom we speak 'was not an ordinary man, so let us pause and for a few minutes 
think of the life of a great and gallant sou]., and that truest of gentlemen,
John Duncan.

It is no simple thing to summarize in a short space impressions of 
so active and versatile a character as Dr. Duncan.

W  My most lively impressions of him are of his keeness of mind, his
earnest studiousness, his constant drive to learn all that could be learned 
about his chosen specialty in the field of medicine. To me he exemplified the 
best traditions of the profession of medicine. ' He was a kind.man— it has been 
said that the art of being kind is all this old world needs, lie was a serious- 
minded, dignified and scholarly gentleman, as becomes one who- devotes his life 
to the service of humanity in matters involving the mystery of life and death.
He had honesty of purpose, marked ability, unswerving integrity and, above all, 
simplicity of character. You who knew him recognize this picture of him.

He came from sturdy Midwestern stock which venerated religionaand 
education. He graduated with honors from the College of medicine of the Creigh
ton University. He became associated with the eminent Dr. Allison.

He served his country in World War I, and.in this conflict was 
assigned to surgical work in line with his previous training.

Upon his return a great and lasting sorrow overtook him in the sudden 
death of his beautiful young wife. This seemed to cause him to withdraw from 
ordinary social contacts and to increase his devotion to his chosen profession.

On three occasions he left a lucrative practice for long periods of 
time to study in Europe and to attend the clinics where outstanding world known 
surgeons were at work.

' You here tonight will know better than I that from the very beginning
and almost the end he gave of his time to teach in the school of Medicine of 
Creighton University.



2
You will remember that for a period of years he served as Chief of 

'W*' (Staff at the County Hospital, devoting during that period some twenty hours a
week to this work. This, too, was in part, for the benefit of the students of 
medicine, and, on part, for the sick, unfortunate poor in our midst.

With tender gratitude the Sisters of 3b. Francis remember his long 
association with their greet order. They recall how kind and considerate he 
was and how he gave of• his time and ability to help then. Some of the Sisters 
ma ’ be old enough to remember the cyclone of 1913 , and will remember how he and 
they worked night and day until physical!, exhausted, in taking car. of the 
injured in that terrible catastrophe.

As you all known, he was a member of the American College of Surgeons, 
and was a most active member of other.local and national medical associations.

I became acquainted with him upon his return from the First World War 
when he located in an o If ice at 1530 °ity National bank building. Our offices 
were on the sane floor.

I consulted him on medico-legal matters. His opinions were given 
only after careful end serious examination and study.

For a number of years he testified in the courts of our County and 
before the Workman's Compensation Court more frequently than any other physician. 
He was indeed an excellent witness, he was painstakingly accurate in his 
statements. He had dignity. He had facility of expression. The result ’was 

SmS that the judges and' lawyers respected his conclusions; his opinions carried great
weight, for all knew that he called the cases just as he saw them.

But this side of his work was, of course, of least.importance.

He was a self-effacing, dignified and earnest Doctor of medicine, a 
highly skilled surgeon, and above all else, a Christian gentleman. This is the 
highest tribute that can be paid a man.

".lie life was gentle, and the elements so mixed in him that -nature 
might stand uo and say to all the world, 1 This was a man1" When 1 think of 
him these workds of Shakespeare come to my mind so aptly do they describe him.

I had occasion to visit him at his country home shortly before his 
death. I was indeed impressed with the fact that his life was saddened because 
his physical condition precluded him from carrying; on as a surgeon, as a teacher, 
and as a co-worker in this great hospital.

It was vers distressing to me to observe our old friend who had been 
a great surgeon, a wonderful teacher of medicine and so active in his profession 
compelled to absent himself from operating and classroom.

While still under sixty years of age this earnest student, this great 
surgeon, this Christian gentleman, has left us.

But we can say of him— his life is not closed— he carries on through 
the busy days of the great Creighton School of Medicine, of this great hospital, 
devoted to the healing of the sick, nd through the days of men and women every-



where who are doin''; high work or routine work in the field of medicine. There 
<are his chroniclers, the recorders of the achievements and the preservers of 
the memory of him.

Kay I now be allowed to suggest that the present system and environ
ment surroundin' the practice of medicine has developed such a character as this 
and provided him the opportunity to serve humanity as he did. It likewise 
produced Dr. ornest Kelley and Dr. henry Allinghan who left us a short time ago. 
These- men were taught in their medical school that their profession had as its 
prime object the service it can render to humanity, that reward or financial 
gain should bo a subordinate consideration.

They were taught that the practice of medicine is a profession, that 
an individual in choosing such profession assumes the obligation to conduct him
self in accord with its ideals.

This is the epitome of all medical ethics since the time of Hippocrates, 
the ideal of service rather than that of reward.

These may, like all the rest of you who practice in this hospital, 
were taught that every man faces duty. Wealth carries with it beyond question 
the responsibility for its proper use, and so does every other form of power, 
intellectual ability, leadership, skill of every kind, little or much. They 
are all wrapped up with duty, and personal honor and integrity are inseparable 
from duty.

Trained as Doctors of Kedieine, and allowed to practice ina Christian 
environment, filled to the brim with high traditions, with the achievements of 
the good and great of all times, men have been produced, the like of which will 
not, in my opinion be produced undera system of’socialized medicine where medi
cine is reduced from a noble profession to a political office— but enough of 
this— In this hour when the people of this community are remembering the life 
and service of Dr. John as a surgeon may not we tonight be pardoned if we allow 
our recollection to swell reverently and affectionately on his .memory as the 
cultured, scholar!•r gentleman, the faithful Christian, the generous, loyal and 
devoted friend— for such he was. From the inspiration of this man let us come 
tf see that life is something more than food and drink and something other than 
a mean and potty scramble for individual gain and advantage, ^et us believe that 
there is a divine purpose in history which a man is called to serve, a purpose 
of good for all mankind. And, let us come to desire above all things else to be 
the servant of that pur nose, doing, what we can in our years upon the earth to 
help thos. about, us, and to promote the ends of justice, mercy and truth. Let 
us cry from the heart, "Thy -Kingdom corns-; 'i‘hy will be don: - on earth as it is in 
heaven." To Dr. John who yesterday slipped against the obstruction of death and 
fell into the arms of eternity, we salute in the greeting of Horatio to Hamlet—  

"Goodnight, Sweet Prince,and flights of angels sing, thee to thy rest."



T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  O F  T H E  N A V Y

WASHINGTON

19 July 1949

My dear Sisters:
T}« invitation to attend the laying of the ̂ 

cornerstone of the new Our Lady of Victory Pavilion, 
Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph's Kospiufl, in On*?.ho. 
on May 22, came just after I had been appointed 
Secretary of the JTavy, and on that account much of 
the mail" received at that time was delayed in resell
ing me.

Be assured that I appreciated the thoughtful
ness of the invitation, and regretted exceedingly 
the circumstances which prevented my being present.

I have the very deepest regard for Saint 
Joseph's Ilosoital, arid a sense of devotion to the 
Sisters of Saint Francis. I wish you every possible 
success.

Sincerely,

Sisters of Saint Francis, 
Saint Joseph's Hospital, 
Tenth and Castelar Streets 
Omaha, Nebraska.



T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  O F  T H E  N A V Y

WASHINGTON

10 July 19 U9

My dear Sister Crescentia:
Tne pressure of' official duties has 

prevented until now my acknowledgment ox your 
beautiful message ox' congratulation forwarded 
on the occasion of my appointment as Secretary 
of the Navy.

To you, and to the members of your 
Community, I wish to express my gratitude for 
their good wishes and their prayers.'

Mrs. Matthews joins me in wishing lor 
you the best of health, happiness, and success 
in the fulfillment of your heavy responsibilities.

V e n e r a b le  b i s t e r  M. C r e s c e n t i a ,  M other S u p e r io r  
S a i n t  J o s e p h  h o s p i t a l  
220> S o u th  10th S t r e e t  
Omaha, N e b r a sk a

D e v o te d ly ,



SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

N A L T Y  F O R  . P R I V A T E  U S E  T O  A V O I D  

’A Y M  E  N.T— Q f i j p ?

Venerable Sister il. Crescenoia, bother Superior 
Saint Joseph Hospital 
220b South 10th Street 
Omaha, Nebraska


