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The year 1953 was one of prosperity and progress for St. Joseph's 

Hospital, with the opening in July of a Polio Rehabilitation Center highlighting 

that progress. In cooperating with the National Foundation of Infantile Paralysis 

and the local Chapter, St. Joseph's set up a Center equipped to help the respirator 

and chronically disabled Polio victims regain a semblance of normalcy and usefull- 

ness in their lives. By December, improvement could be seen in these patients, to 

whom the use of even one muscle thought hopeless can mean so much. The Center 

should accomplish much good, alleviating the effects of 1952's Polio epidemic.

Of great importance to the Community here at St. Joseph's Hospital 

was the news concerning the elections held at both the World Motherhouse in 

Germany and the Provincial Motherhouse in Denver. The Sisters were happy over the 

re-election of Mother Fabiana as Mother General of the Franciscan Community, and 

the choice of Mother Asella to succeed beloved Mother Reginalds as Provincial of 

the Western Province. The Sisters also rejoiced with Sister M. Nunsiata as she 

celebrated her Golden Jubilee, in conjunction with the Feast of Saint Joseph on 

March 19.

Other highlights of the year saw the completion of St. Joseph's five- 

year building program with the equipping of the new kitchen addition. The 

building program, started in 1949 with the construction of Our Lady of Victory 

psychiatric unit, has greatly expanded the facilities of the hospital, enabling 

us to care for more patients. We thank God for His blessings, without which our 

program could not have been finished.



FINANCIAL REVIEW

Gross earnings continued their climb upward, passing the $2,500,000 

mark.for the first time in the history of St. Joseph's to total $2,517,203.52.

This sum was an increase of 2.8$ or $68,679.97 over 1952. A large rise in the 

amount of free services, 14.1$ or $27,148.79 to $218,725.31, brought the total 

services for the year to $2,735,928.83, $95,828.76 or 3.6$ more than during the 

previous year, and a new record high.

Income from patients, up $200,619.59 or 9.1$ to $2,401,778.08, included 

$2,377,199.59 collected on the new ledgers (those put into use with the new book

keeping system on January 1, 1951) and $24,578.49 collected on the old ledgers. 

Donations of $24,376.86 and $149,638.43 in sundry income sent the total cash 

income for 1953 to $2,734,293.37. This total was an increase of $219,271.04 or 

8.7$ over 1952. The total allowances and discounts amounting to $131,552.28 

Included $106,973.79 on new ledger accounts and $24,578.49 on old ledger accounts. 

Accounts receivable on December 31st, less reserves of $350,000, stood at 

$612,293.82. ■’

Operating expenses rose 11.5$ or $241,501.90 during 1953, amounting to 

$2,333,763.05. Sixty-seven percent of that sum, or $1,561,522.93, represented 

payroll expenditures, the largest payroll in the hospital's history. These pay

roll costs were up 16$ or $215,764.96. Inventories at year's end stood at 

$164,707.31, a decrease of $22,999.73 or 14$ from 1952.

„ Non-operating expenses also climbed 12.3$ or $44,441.50 to $405,498.12.

This total included $51,269.69 paid for interest and $96,000 paid on the principal\
of the loan for Cur Lady of Victory Unit. Equipment, furniture and improvements 

expenditures totaled $258,228.43 The increase in both operating and non-operating 

expenses accounted for the 11.7$ or $285,943.40 rise in total cash disbursements 

of $2,739,261.17.



Monthly incomes ranged from the high in March of $213,739*74 to the low 

in January of $182,929.07. March also had the day of highest income; $37*713*23 

was received on March 12th. May 17th had the lowest income with $673*80 taken in. 

No month had an income below $180,000, while four months had incomes above $210,000. 

On only two days did the daily income fall below the $1,000 mark.

On December 31st, mortgage indebtedness stood at $1,468,000. Donations 

to the building fund over the year totaled $6,600. Accounts payable at year's end 

were $79,440.17, while cash on hand amounted to $113,564.49.

STATISTICAL DATA

For the first time in many years, the total number of patients treated 

at St. Joseph's registered a slight decline, 5.8% or 1,221 to 21,218. The 14*555 

in patient admissions also represented a 5.7% or 824 decline. Out-patient admis

sions, down 193 or 4%, numbered 4*454* including 1039 psychiatric out-patients.

The in-patients received a total of 165,366 days of care, this figure being off 

6,831 or 4.1%. The 454 average total daily occupancy meant an 80% occupancy 

figure for the year. The number of days of the average patient's stay was 11.

The 1,601 full pay patients, 11% of the total number admitted, received 

19*843 or 12% of the total day3 care. Part pay patients, numbering 11,644 or 80% 

of the total admissions, received 75% or 124,026 days of care. The 1,310 or 9% 

free patients were given 21,497 or 13% of the days care.

The X-ray department once again led the other departments in the 

percentage of gain during the year. The 46,949 services of 1952 were increased 

to 52,950 in 1953* a gain of 6,001 or 12.8%, This total number of services to 

patients included 38,102 radiographic exams, 3*191 fluoroscopic exams, 8,384 

physical therapy treatments, and 3*273 X-ray treatments. Each of these figures 

sets a new record high, with the exception of the X-ray treatments; 3,867 were



given in 1950.

Reporting a small decrease in the number of procedures done in 1953 

was the Laboratory. The 164,191 lab procedures done were 4,465 or 2.7!® less than 

in 1952. Blood transfusions for the year totaled 3,542. Of the 452 deaths in the 

hospital, 151 or 33%' were autopsied.

A 13.7% or 966 increase brought the total number of operations performed 

during 1953 to 8,023. Included in this total were 4,266 major operations and 

3,757 minor procedures; 1,011 of the latter group were tonsillectomies. Surgical 

admissions were likewise up 947 to 5,573* while medical admissions, totaling 

6,221, were down 1,412. The total of children admitted was 1,663, 132 patients 

less than in the previous year. Psychiatric patients who numbered 848, an increase 

of 80, received 36,001 days of care, 2,574 more thin in 1952. Average stay for 

the psychiatric patient was 43 days; 1,039 out patients were treated in the depart

ment, 140 les3 than in 1952.

The 2,260 births recorded, down 148 or 6.5% from 1952, included 1,144 

boys and 1,139 girls. Twenty-four sets of twins.made their appearance in St.

Joseph'3 nursery. The babies received 10,371 days of care, while their mothers 

received 11,680. The 57 Cesarean operations performed were 2.5% of the total 

births. September, the month with the greatest number of births, helped swell 

the entire sum of births in the department at year’s end to 33*829.

The parents of Omaha's first New Year's Day baby, b o m  at St. Joseph's 

at 6 minutes after midnight, were delighted with their new daughter although they 

had hoped for a 1952 baby for income tax purposes. Seven children in all b o m  at 

the hospital will have New Year's Day birthdays.

A long tradition was broken when Mary Jo Randolph was born at St. 

Joseph's on February 11th. Mary Jo, whose parents are Mr. and Mrs. Robert J, 

Randolph, was the first girl on her father's side of the family since 1906.



ADMINISTRATION

Cooperating with the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis and 

the Douglas County Chapter, St. Joseph's Hospital set up a new Polio Rehabilitation 

Center on the ground floor of Our Lady of Victory Unit during the summer of 1953* 

The Center was established in recognition of the need in Nebraska for continued 

care for many of last year's polio victims who still suffer from the dread disease.

The State Medical Association in January had stressed the necessity 

of facilities for the care of long-term patients, citing the large number of 

respiratory and seriously involved patients still under care in the state. The 

group recommended that St. Joseph's Hospital be designated a treatment center for 

such patients. Dr. Harold N. Neu, polio co-ordinating committee chairman of the 

association, told the doctors that of 2,200 persons stricken by polio in Nebraska 

in 1952, 110 had died and 440 still had paralysis. Ninety of this latter group 

were respiratory or seriously involved patients.

In March, Dr. Neu wa3 named chairman of a statewide Polio Planning 

Committee organized to review experiences in caring for polio patients and to plan 

greater co-ordination of services. Dr. Neu, who is Director of the Department of 

Medicine at Creighton University School of Medicine and Head of the Department of 

Medicine at St. Joseph's, appointed Francis J. Bath, hospital business manager, 

as chairman of the hospital administration committee. Mr. Bath also was named 

chairman of a committee of the Omaha Area Hospital Council which worked closely 

with the newly-formed Polio Committee.

Grants totaling ’$31>583»34 were presented to Creighton University and 

St. Joseph's Hospital in April to create a new Rehabilitation Center for seriously 

paralyzed respirator and non-respirator polio patients. The Medical College 

received $23,250 from the National Foundation while the hospital received $8,334.34 

from the Douglas County Chapter. Foundation officials William Sawtell, Jr. and



Clinton Belknap handed the checks to Sister M. Crescentia, Administrator, and Dr. 

Harold Neu. The grants were from the March of Dimes funds.

All these months of planning were climaxed by the admittance on July 

6th of a young wheat farmer as the first patient in St. Joseph's Rehabilitation 

Center. Kenneth Mitchell of Kimball, Nebraska came to Omaha in the iron lung in 

which he had lived for the previous nine months. Traveling in a railroad baggage 

car, he was transferred in just 45 seconds from his own iron lung to another in 

which he was taken to St. Joseph's. Other patients from various parts of the 

country were gradually admitted to the Center.

The Center, the 10th such Center in the country, is under the direction 

of Dr. Neu. An assisting committee on rehabilitation includes Drs. J. Harry 

Murphy, Thomas T. Smith, James Martin, and Frank 3arta. Heading the nursing 

department of the new division is Sister M. Georgette Markowitz, assisted by 

Betty Pepper, Catherine Green, and Betty O'Connor. Other staff members are Mrs. 

Mary Lindboll and Esther Hashiba, physical therapists; Claire Still, medical 

social worker; Mrs. Ward Anthony, occupational therapist; and Martin Haykin, 

clinical psychologist.

TheCenter has much new equipment, including Monaghan respirators, rock

ing bed3, tank respirators and therapeutic gym exercise units; this equipment was 
provided by the Foundation. Pictures and articles accompany this report.

On October 1st, word was received that the residency program in

pathology at St. Joseph'3 for four years of training in pathological anatomy and 
* •
clinical pathology had been approved again by the Council on Medical Education and

S

Hospitals of the American Medical Association together with the American Board of - 

Pathology.

St. Joseph's Hospital, which pioneered practical nursing courses in 

Omaha, closed its program during 1953 to cooperate with the courses just started



at Technical High School. Administrative, supervisory and educational costs of 

the newer program are paid by the public school system. As part of their year's 

training, the students spend several months in on-the-job experience at St, 

Joseph's and other hospitals.

Hoping to receive a large number of income tax deduction donations from 

business firms at Christmas time, St. Joseph's sent out letters to many firms 

explaining St. Joseph's service to the community over the years, its almost com

pleted five-year expansion program costing §2,500,000, and its future needs. The 

response was fair; §630 wa3 received in answer to these letters.

On April 20th the hospital received the government grant for Our Lady

of Victory Unit^ §196,000; another small sum will be due us after final auditing.

The American Red Cross announced in December that St. Joseph's Hospital 

had received 3*494 pints of blood during 1953* an average of eight pints per 

general hospital bed.

The annual meetirgof the Omaha Area Hospital Council to elect new 

officers wa3 held in the auditorium of Our Lady of Victory Unit on January 9th. 

Representatives of hospitals in Omaha, Lincoln, Council Bluffs, Fremont, and Wahoo 

attended the meeting.

The 25th annual convention of the seven-state MidWest Hospital Associ

ation held in Kansas City April 15-17 attracted several of St. Joseph's personnel. 

Mr. Francis J. Bath, business manager, and Sisters M. Crescentia and Edwardina 

attended the meeting. At the traditional Sisters' Dinner-Program, Sister M. 

Crescentia presented President Hal G, Perrin a check of §800 on behalf of the 

entire group of 140 Catholic hospital in the midwestern organization as a token 

of the gratitude of the Sisters for the consideration shown the nuns in the 

staging of the dinner and program annually for the past six years. Accompanying 

the check was a beautifully decorated list of the contributors and cards expressing



appreciation from each of the Catholic institutions. The gift was a surprise to 

Mr, Perrin and the MidWest group. Mr. Bath, who is treasurer of the Executive 

Board of the association, was co-chairman of the dinner for the Catholic Sisters. 

Mr, Fred Meis, credit manager, attended the session on "Front Office Procedures."

On April 21st, Mr. Henry Dworak, together with Sisters M. Samuela, Mar- 

tinia and Hyacinth spent the day in Grand Island, attending a fire drill meeting.

May 6th found Mr. Bath in Chicago where he attended the two-day Tri- 

State hospital convention,, following a 2-day A.H.A. Hill-Burton Bill conference.

The Catholic Hospital Association held its 38th annual convention in 

Kansas City on May 25-28th. On the first day, Dr. Frederick G, Gillick, Dean 

of Creighton University School of Medicine and Chief of Staff at St. Joseph's, 

discussed "Some Professional Objectives of the Catholic Hospital." Mr. Bath 

spoke on "Charity and Justice in Handling Credits" at one session on May 28th.

Meeting with Sisters from St. Catherine's and Mercy Hospital on July 

10th to discuss the surgical residency program were Drs. Frederick Gillick and 

Harry McCarthy, Sisters M. Crescentia and Rosita/ Father Murphy, S, J., Mr. Bath 

end Mr. Dworak. The group decided to liquidate the residence fund which was 

started early in 1953.

Mr. Bath, accompanied by his family, drove to San Francisco for the 

American Hospital Association convention there August 31-September 3rd.

An even dozen hospital and related health groups joined forces with the 

Nebraska Hospital Association for the 17th annual convention of that organization

November 12 and 13th in Lincoln. The association held general sessions while
\

members of the particular groups attended special sessions. At the morning general 

session on November 12th, Sister If, Rosita gave a talk on "Unwritten Versus Trans

cribed Records." Afternoon meeting topics included "Functions of the New State 

Health Board," by Dr. James Kelly, president of the State Medical Association.



IMPROVEMENTS AND NEW EQUIPMENT

In a Spring issue of the True Voice. Omaha diocesan newspaper, dedicated 

to the many building programs accomplished during the first five years of Arch

bishop Bergan's stay in Omaha, St. Joseph's Hospital's five-year program was 

summarized. The first project of the now-completed program was the construction 

of Our Lady of Victory Unit for the specialized care of the mentally ill at a cost 

of $2,000,000. Following completion of the psychiatric building, the boiler room 

and laundry facilities were expanded to provide ample heat, power, and laundry 

operations for the enlarged hospital plant. A new chimney 160 feet high also was 

erected. Cost of thi3 combined project was about $300,000. Remodeling of the 

former psychiatric building into new quarters for the internes and residents was 

done in 1951 at a cost of $25,000. Space formerly occupied by the auditorium- 

gymnasium on the fifth floor of the nurses' home was converted during 1952 into 

additional living quarters for student nurses at an expenditure of $45>000. The 

final phase of the building program was the addition to the kitchen building 

finished in 1953# costing $125,000.

The equipment for the new kitchen addition was being installed at the 

end of the year. The Special Diet Kitchen is now in an area immediately adjoining 

the enlarged main Kitchen. In the basement is a deep freeze room, 16 x 24 feet 

in size, entered through a 12 x 16 foor, 35-degree room; these rooms provide 

storage for many tons of fresh frozen food stocks. A new Milk Formula Laboratory, 

23 x 42 feet, adjoins the Diet Kitchen and is now under supervision of the dietary 

department, A new Central Linens department occupied the former special diet
V

kitchen quarters.

The hospital's well-equipped print shop was moved into enlarged quarters 

in the south wing, permitting the installation of improved production facilities.

An offset printing press wa3 purchased ata cost of $2,910.02. Other new equipment



purchased for print shop included an arc lamp and a numbering machine for the new 

press.

Ak-Sar-Ben repeated its generosity of the past three years in giving 

St. Joseph's Hospital a $1,500 donation in recognition of the hospital's charity 

work. The gift was presented at Christmas time.

The Creighton Circle donated $1,233*50 to the hospitalj $1,000 of that 

amount was raised by the group's Annual Spring Style Show. Other contributors 

during the year included .'/illiam J, Coad, $1,000; Drs. Nancy Catania and J. M. 

McNally, $500 each; Dr. Arnold W. Lempka, $250; Dr. Zeno N. Korth, $150; and $100 

from each Drs. W, H. Schmitz, Gerald O'Neil, James W, Martin, Werner P. Jensen, 

and from Herman Killer.

Christmas donations totaled $7*940, with $630 of that amount being 

realized from the previously mentioned letters which were sent out to business 

houses and other organizations. Dr. William Sucha gave $250 to the hospital In 

Memoriam of Alice Kuldoon. St, Joseph's received $1,000 from Ann Faye Duncan,

D, W. Duncan, Sr., and Frank J, Roth as part payment of Dr. John Duncan's bequest 

to the hospital.

Building Fund donations reached $6,600 with gifts from Drs. Charles 

Shramek and Hugo Schmidt, $500 each; Dr. C. J. Nemec, $300; and Dr. R. J. Fitz- 

gibbon, $50. The remainder of the sum came from the sale of paper bricks.

Through the generosity of St. Joseph's benefactors, several patients' 

rooms were renovated during 1953. The Storz family completed the redecoration of 

room #223 begun in 1952; $2,495.99 was spent in 1953* bringing the total cost to 

$5*500. A description of this lavishly furnished room is contained in the History 

for 1952. Mrs. Marjorie P. Gillin furnished room #326 in memory of her husband, 

the late John J. Gillin, Jr., at a cost of $1,255.64. Dr. S. J. Carnazzo renovated 

the furniture in room #422 at an expenditure of $225.



Mrs. Frank L. E. Smith spent $952.94 on the maintenance and renovation of the 

Gottlieb Storz Memorial Room, #380.

Omaha Lodge #1817 of the Plks organization became interested in the 

new Polio Rehabilitation Center, donating a television set and a gym mattress for 

use in Physical Therapy. Dr. Leo T. Heywood made a $250 donation, earmarked for 

the Maternity department. Three Barcalounger chairs were given to the hospital: 

Joe Franendorfer, Jr, gave one; Dr. Earl Connolly donated one for U3e in the 

Surgical department; and Sister M. Romualda used her Christmas gift funds to 

install one of these chairs in room #372. Charlotte Schaefer donated a bed lamp 

for room #375. An Infant of Prague statue stands in the Pediatrics corridor due 

to the generosity of Olive K. Lewis, a patient here several times.

New equipment and machinery purchases totaled $27,304.05 during the 

year, while expenditures for furnishings and fixtures amounted to $14,702.17 

for the year.

Principal furniture and fixtures purchases during 1953 were the 

various items bought for the new Rehabilitation Center. Cost of these items 

totaled $415.77. Other purchases, for the patients' rooms, included 150 bed 

lamps with flexible arms; 22 other bed lamps; 3 chairs; one bed with casters, 

safety step and safety sides; 2 overbed vanity tables; 24 side chairs and 24 

arm chairs; 11 dressers; 30 bedside cabinets; 10 Simmon3 gatch-type beds; a 

quantity of mirrors; and a used barber chair.

Two green 3and urns, 1 chromium urn, and 15 mirrors for the new fifth 

floor accommodations were purchased for the Nurses' Home. A refrigerator was 

bought for the Chapel,

Purchases for the offices and lobby were 14 lamps, a 4-drawer file, two 

5-drawer files, a card file, and a gray type stand. Two neon signs labelled "In

surance and "Registrar" were installed in the main corridor off the lobby to direct



people to these offices.

A 20-foot Chinese red shadow rug matting was placed on the first floor 

of Our Lady of Victory Unit. The above mentioned furnishings for the Polio Center 

included 8 Simmons beds with brackets and bed rails, 6 gray enamel Polio stools,

6 fixed-height Polio stools, and 5 Polio tables with pads.

The main equipment and machinery purchases included the printing press 

mentioned above, a Ford pickup truck, a flame photometer, and various equipment 

for the new Rehabilitation Center.

Stainless steel items which included bed pans, emesis basins, water jugs, 

etc. were purchased at a cost of 13/445.89 for Medical and Surgical Service, Their 

other new equipment included a Martin table, 12 exercise bars, 4 air conditioners,

4 Emerson fans, a humidifier neutralizer for Pediatrics, another humidifier donated 

by Dr. John D. Hartigan, 8 Astral refrigerettes for floor storage of anti-biotics,

25 transitube carriers, a 15-gallon steam sterilizer, 2 Myrick inhalator3, 12 

Wilro footstools, and an Isolette infant incubator for the Premature Nursery.

For Surgery, a Puritan oxygen regulator, a Herb-Mueller explosion-proof 

surgical suction unit, 3 operator stools, 2 laryngescope blades, 2 Shampaine 

instrument tables, and a Vornado air conditioner given by Dr. Albert S. Black to 

be installed in his favorite operating room were purchased,

A Trimar inhaler for 3elf-anesthesia in the labor rooms and 24 chrome 

footstools for patients' rooms were purchased for use in the Obstetrics department.

X-ray received 2 new cassettes with speed screens, 2 Knight marker sets, 

a 3-drawer filing cabinet and a 4-drawer film filing cabinet.
V

The previously described flame photometer was bought for the Laboratory 

at a cost of $860.80. The Lab's other new equipment included an illuminator, a 

Burrette stand, a Spencer photomicrographic camera, and a special type Bates 

numbering machine for identification of tissue specitaens. The School of Nursing 

had a new training arm.



In the Kitchen, a 4-slice Toastmaster, 2 Underwood typewriters, and a 
National electric hand dryer were added.

Purchased for the offices and lobby were a Frigidaire water cooler for 

the main lobby, two Soundscribers (one used) for the Record Room, an Underwood 

electric typewriter, an Underwood standard typewriter, and a Burroughs adding 

machine.

A portable scaffold, an asphalt tile cutter, a supply truck, and an 

electric hammer were puchased for use in the Carpenter Shop. A Ford pickup truck 

was bought for yard service.

In the Boiler Room was a new Worthington Monoblock centrifugal pump.

Stainless steel ware costing $167.09 was purchased for general use in 

Our Lady of Victory Unit, together with 12 Myrick inhalators, a large tank model 

respirator, and a Bendix duomatic washer and dryer.

Purchases totaling $3*451.68 were made for the new Polio Rehabilitation 

Center. Thi3 included a stair platform bannister, curb, ladder and tread; an 

amprobe voltage tester; a tracheotomy mask and humidifier; Jackson trachea re

tractors and dilators; a Rollfast exercise bicycle, a vibro-bath, a Birtcher bath, 

a Whitehall whirlpool bath, a triplex pulley, a Hollywood walker with crutches, a 
gomco pump, a therapy pad, crutches, a 203 player, a Superior printing press, and 

handicraft equipment totaling $573*80. Occupational Therapy received electric 

kiln shelve knives.

STAFF

St. Joseph's Hospital lost four of its Staff members(from)death during 

1953* Dr. Thomas W. Torpy died July 10th after a three months' illness. A member’ 

of the faculty at Creighton University School of Medicine for 28 years, he had 

recently received a plaque in recognition of his service to the school. He was a 

member of the American College of Surgeons.



Dr. Lynn T. Hall died on the same day, his 66th birthday. He had been 

ill since his retirement from active practice the previous year. A Staff member 

of St. Joseph's, he was a fellow of the American College of Physicians, and was 

with the Union Pacific Railroad from 1943 until the time of his death.

Dr. Richard H. Young, Staff member and Head of the Department of 

Neurology and Psychiatry at the University of Nebraska College of Medicine for six 

years, died on August 10th. He was the author of many publications in his field.

Dr. John C. Iwersen died at his home in Omaha on August 19th of a heart 

attack. Honored in January for his 25 years of service to Creighton University 

School of Medicine as a teacher, Dr. Iwersen was on the Staff at St. Joseph's.

For 37 years he had given his professional services without charge to the children 

at St. James Orphanage.

Dr. Richard Egan, 1940 graduate of the Creighton University School of 

Medicine, was appointed Director of undergraduate clinical instruction and assistant 

Dean of his alma mater, beginning with the fall term. Pie succeeded Dr. Thomas A. 

Fitzgerald, who left to practice medicine in Alliance, Nebraska. Dr. Egan had been 

assistant Professor of Medicine and Director of clinical clerk3 since 1946. Pre

vious to that, he served as an instructor in Medicine.

On January 25th, Dr. Louis D. McGuire received the American Medical 

Education Foundation's first Award of Merit at Chicago for outstanding contributions 

during 1952 to medical education. Br. McGuire had served as Nebraska chairman of 

a Foundation fund drive. Four other Staff members were acclaimed for their fund-
i

raising efforts on behalf of medical schools by the Foundation on May 15th. They
\

were Drs. Charles F. Moon, J. Harry Murphy, James F. Kelly, and Harry J. Jenkins.

Dr. Kelly was one of the two Omaha doctors who spent two weeks at Oak 

Ridge, Tennessee in September, studying the use of radio-isotopes in medicine.

A February 27th article in the Omaha Jorld Herald told of the hobby of



Dr. Arnold McDermott, Staff member. All their spare moments find Dr. McDermott 

and his family at Afc-Sar-Ben Rink, ice skating. The Doctor and his wife also 

enjoy square dancing.

Dr. George F. Simanek, former Chief of Staff at St. Joseph's who 

celebrated his 73rd birthday on May 16th, received an award from the Nebraska 

State ^dical Association. Dr. Simanek, hospitalized at 3t. Joseph' 3 since 

January 9th with a broken right hip and wrist, was honored by the association for 

fifty years of service. Dr. James F. Kelly, president of the medical group, made 

the presentation. Other Staff doctors were invited to pay a special visit to Dr. 

Simanek who celebrated his 50th anniversary of medical practice on May 1st of 

this year.

Drs. J. J. Borghoff, Victor E. Levine and J. Harry Murphy, all members 

of St. Joseph's Staff, were among the speakers at the two-day seminar on infectious 

hepatitis and the laboratory diagnosis of brucellosis sponsored by the Nebraska 

Society of Medical Technologists in Omaha, April 24 and 25th.

Dr. James Kelly was among the guests of honor at a dinner meeting of 

the Pottawattamie County Medical Association on May 25th. The meeting was the 

first in a series of semi-annual symposia on medical matters which the county 

organization is sponsoring.

Internes, the Rev. J. J. Foley, 8. J., and Dean Gillick were guests of 

the Staff's Interne Committee at a special dinner in Our Lady of Victory auditor

ium on June 11th.

Dr. W. Joseph McMartin was named national president-elect of the
V

American Urological Association at the convention .of that group in St. Louis on 

May ISth. His father, Dr. Charles McMartin, headed the same organization in 1947.

Dr. Frank J. Barta, neurologist and psychiatrist at St. Joseph's, 

attended the fourth annual convention of the Guild of Catholic Psychiatrists at



Los Angeles, California. Dr. Barta was among the panel members discussing "The 

Science of Psychiatry."

Dr, Richard Egan was named secretary of the Omaha Chapter of the 

Catholic Physicians Guild at a Communion-breakfast held May 29th. The Guild met 

at St. Joseph's Hospital on November 29th, holding their quarterly Hass at the 

hospital Chapel. The Rev, Austin Miller, S. J., who teaches at Creighton Univer

sity and acts as spiritual director of the group, celebrated the Mass. Doctor 

Frederick Gillick, Dean of the Medical College, addressed the doctors at the 

breakfast which followed in Our Lady of Victory auditorium.

Attending the Congress on Medical Education and Licensure in Chicago, 

were the Rev. John J. Foley, S. J., Regent of the School of Medicine, and Dean F, 

G. Gillick.

At a February 2Sth meeting of the Nebraska Heart Association, Doctor 

Gillick was chosen president of the group. Dr. Stephen L. Magiera is secretary 

of the association. Dr. Gillick was elected to the scientific council of the 

American Heart Association in the fall.

St. Joseph Hospital's auditorium was the site of the fourth annual 

Dr. Eben J. Carey Memorial Lecture on November 3rd. Dr. James W. Colbert, Jr. of 

St. Louis spoke on "Viral Hepatitis." Drs. Harry McCarthy, Frederick Gillick,

John Hartigan and the Very Rev. Carl M. Reinert also participated in the program, 

sponsored jointly by Creighton University and Phi Chi Medical Fraternity.

Appointment of Dr. Henry Dworak as Coroner's Physician was announced on 

January 10th by County Attorney Eugene F. Fitzgerald. Dr. Dworak succeeded Dr. 

Frank J. Itvarsen, who received a fellowship for study at the University of Minne

sota. Both doctors are Staff members.

On February 10th at Chicago, Dr. Arthur J. Offerman was named chairman 

of the board of examiners in medicine and surgery for Nebraska. The election took



place at the American Medical Association's annual meeting on medical education 

and licensure. Dr. Joseph D. McCarthy was elected vice-chairman.

Dr. W. Joseph McMartin was elected president of the City-County Board 

of Health on July 8th, to serve his second 3-yea1* term. He was also named presi

dent of the Western Association of Railroad Surgeons in September. He will serve 

a one-year term and will preside at the 1954 meeting of the association in Sun 

Valley, Idaho.

On December 21st, Governor Robert Crosby announced the appointment of 

Dr. Leo T. Heywood to a five-year term on the board of examiners in medicine and 

surgery.

SCHOOL OF NURSING

At exercises held in Our Lady of Victory auditorium on February 15th,- 

59 freshmen student nurses received their caps from Sister Mary Louis, Director of 

the School of Nursing. On the program were the Rev. Charles Brodersen, who spoke 

to the girls; Catherine Corboy, senior class president, who led the capped class 

in the Nightingale Pledge; and Joan Mahoney, class sponsor, who presented the 

class to Sister Mary Louis. Each freshman was accompanied by a "big sister” from 

the junior class who handed her "little sister" a lighted lamp— the symbol of the 

nursing trust. Miss Helen Marsh, assistant director of nurses; Hiss Patricia 

Kessinger, president of the student association; the Rev. Gerald H. FitaGibbon,

S. J., regent and dean of the School of Nursing; and Sister M. Crescentia, 

hospital Administrator, also participated in the ceremonies.
i

Senior Skip Day, on May 5th, was celebrated with a picnic at the Dr.
V

Ben Ewing farm. Senior girls and Sisters M. Antonette, Eleanor, Louis and Miriam 

attended the picnic.

Creighton Circle held its fourth annual luncheon for the 40 members of 

the Senior Class the week of May 17th. Among those honored was Catherine Corboy,



president of the class. At the luncheon, Sister M. Crescentia was given a check 

for $i,000, the proceeds of the Spring Style Show. The sum was used to defray 

the cost of redecorating the fifth floor of the Nurses' Home.

Students from seven mid-we3tem states and Hawaii were among the 58 

members of the freshman class admitted in September. Enrollment for the entire 

Bchool stood at 176 in addition to 43 affiliate students from schools of nursing 

in Nebraska, South Dakota, Montana, and Illinois. Two of the new students have 

older sisters in the school at the present time. They are Mary Margaret Neumann, 

whose sister Barbara is a junior} and Patricia Ann Jansen, whose sister Laura is 

a senior. Seventeen of the freshmen had completed one or two years of college 

work.

Two June, 1952 graduates of St. Joseph'3 chose February for their entry 

into the religious life. The two young nurses are Nancy Gray and Billie Barcus. 

Friends and room mates through three years of training, the girls entered the 

School of Nursing in September, 1949. Miss Gray entered the Poor Sisters of St. 

Francis Seraph at the Denver Motherhouse on February 4th. Miss Barcus, a convert 

to the Catholic religion, traveled to California to join the Catholic Society of 

Medical Missionaries on Valentine Day. Both girls took part in many school activ

ities while at St. Joseph's.

Barbara Edwards, another June, 1952 graduate, was the recipient of a 

fellowship awarded by a New York travel bureau in January. Miss Edwards left in 

June for one year's study of European music at the University of Oslo in Norway.

The course of study includes travel in England, Germany, Italy and France.

Margaret Jean Henney, a nurse who worked two months at St. Joseph's, 

left in late January for British Honduras to work in a Jesuit dispensary near 

Belize, Under the auspices of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, she 

will spend one year at the mission. A former Creighton University professor is in



charge of the mission.

A Day of Recollection sponsored by the Omaha Council of Catholic Nurses 

at Duchesne College on June 28th attracted many of St. Joseph's alumna to its 

conferences. The Rev. Edward KcCaslin, vice-chancellor of the Omaha Archdiocese, 

conducted the exercises.

Four nurses from the Baptist Hospital in St. Louis, Missouri, visited 

Our Lady of Victory Unit on April 23rd, seeking ideas for a new mental unit there.

The superintendents of the affiliating schools visited with Sisters M. 

Louis, Antonette, Eleanor and Mis3 Marsh in regard to their students here. They 

all expressed satisfaction with the training the students ere receiving.

On October 4th, Sisters M, Louis and Antonette attended the graduating 

exercises of the practical nurses at Technical High School.

St. Joseph Hospital Nurses Alumnae Association held its annual tea on 

January 18th at the Nurses' Home. Honored guests were Mrs. Lucille Spielman, new 

president of the group, the other officers, and board members.

The student nurses of St. Joseph's donnfed costumes and grease paint to 

presented a mystery-comedy, The Ghost of Rhodes Manor on April 17 and 19th. Nancy 

Hicks, Eleanor Mara and Eileen Hruska had the leading roles.

Rosalee Raymond was crowned Queen of Hearts at the annual Sweetheart 

Ball held at Peony Park on February 11th, The other four candidates for the honor 

were Louise Lauby, Peggy Wright, Jean Havelka, and Lois Fowler.

Miss Jeanne Freshman, an instructor in psychiatric nursing at St. Joseph's, 

was named director of nursing services for the American Red Cross at Houston, Texas
S

in May.

Miss Helen Marsh, assistant director of the School of Nursing, was named 

to the Board of Nursing Education and Registration for Nurses by Governor Robert 

Crosby, for a four-year term, beginning in December.



Sister M. Georgette, who is in charge of the Polio Rehabilitation 

Center, and Mis3 Betty Pepper, R. N., head nurse of the department, spent the week 

of June 7th visiting the Respirator Center at the University of Michigan Hospital 

at Ann Arbor, Michigan. In a particular ward which they visited, each patient was 

on a respiratory aid of some kind. Treatment consisted of a heavy schedule of 

both physical therapy and occupational therapy. The two learned much that could 

be applied when St. Joseph Hospital's Rehabilitation Center opened in July.

Sister Mary Ann Frances was named director of the newly formed Nebraska 

State League for Nursing in 1953* Sisters M. Eleanor and Ann Frances attended a 

Nursing League meeting in Lincoln on April 23rd.

The Practical Nurses Association held its annual meeting in Omaha on

April 23rd.

Scottsbluff, Nebraska played host to the 48th annual convention of the 

Nebraska State Nurses Association October 6-9. Sisters M. Louis, Ccrneliane and 

Eleanor attended the convention. At the Nebraska State Student Nurses Association's 

5th annual meeting, held concurrently with the Nurses Association's meeting, Ann 

Girardot of St. Joseph's wa3 elected treasurer.

Miss Madeline teininger, educational director of Our Lady of Victory, 

was elected president of the Omaha Council of Catholic Nurses on October 29th.

Acting in that capacity, Mis3 Leininger greeted the 300 nurses from seven states 

who attended the one-day regional conference of the National Council of Catholic 

Nurses on November 8th in Omaha. Archbishop Bergan, the Rev. Gerald H. FitzGibbon,
4

S. J., spiritual director of the Omaha Council, and the Rev. Carl Reinert spoke 

to the group.

Kathleen Cheney, a nurse from St. Joseph's, wa3 elected first vice-pres

ident of District 2 of the Nebraska State Nurses Association on November 30th. Mrs. 

Marie Watke, Sisters Ann Frances and Louis were named to the board of directors.



PRACTICAL' NURSING SCHOOL

Graduation exercises for the final class of the School for Practical 

Nurses were held on March 8th at St. Joseph'3 Hospital. Following an 8:00 o'clock 

High Mass celebrated in the hospital Chapel for the graduates by the Rev. Charles 

Stra3sberger, hospital Chaplain, a breakfast was served to the women. Presiding 

at the afternoon ceremonies was Miss Bernadette Brunner. After Father Strassberger 

had spoken to the graduates, Sister M. Crescentia presented them with their 

certificates. Sister M. Edwardina, Director of the School, then presented the five 

women with their pins.

The School for Practical Nurses, which started February 1, 1949, was 

closed with this last graduating class on March 8th. St. Joseph Hospital, which 

pioneered this type of education in Omaha, will now work with Technical High 

School courses in practical nursing. Students from these courses spend several 

months in on-the-job training at St. Joseph's and other hospitals. Cost3 of the 

courses at Tech are absorbed by the public school system, and sufficient nurses 

can be trained in this manner.

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

His Excellency the Most Rev. Gerald T. Bergan, D. D., Archbishop of 

Omaha, pontificated at the solemn High Mass which highlighted the annual celebra

tion of the Feast of St. Joseph on March 19th. The Rev. Hilarin Lapinski, O.F.M., 

Pastor of Immaculate Conception Church, was Deacon of the Mass, and the Rev,

Stephen Flisick, O.F.M., assistant pastor of St. Stanislaus Church, sub-Deacon.
1

Others participating in the ceremonies were the Right Rev. Msgr. Nicholas H.
V

Wegner, Rev. Jeremiah O'Sullivan, Rev. James O'Brien, Rev. Daniel Sh-ehan, and Rev.- 

Edward McCaslin. The Right Rev. Msgr. Ernest Graham, Pastor of St. Cecilia's 

Cathedral, delivered the festal sermon. A dinner was served to the clergy in Our 

Lady of Victory auditorium following the Mass.



A Mass was celebrated in Our Lady of Victory's Christ the King Chapel 

op the feast of St. Dymphna, patron©33 of the mentally ill, on May 15th. The Rev. 

John J. Foley, S. J., was celebrant of the Mass.

His Holiness Pope Pius XII, in order to make the reception of Holy 

Communion easier and therefore more frequent, made new provisions for reception of 

the Sacrament by the sick. With permission, "The sick who cannot remain fasting 

until receiving Holy Communion without difficulty may take something to drink... 

or medicine. There is no time limit on the taking of liquids or medicine by the 

sick." These new regulations appeared officially in The True Voice. Omaha 

Archdiocesan newspaper, on February 1, 1953* a copy accompanies this report.

Father Strassberger reported ten converts among the patients during

1933.

OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

On February 6th, Sisters M. Semuela and Comeliana left for Denver to 

attend the extra provincial chapter called to consider the Sisters who would go to 

Germany for the General Superior Election. While-in Colorado, the Omaha Sisters 

had a chance to see the proposed new Motherhouse at Colorado Springs.

Enroute in Kay for Germany for a General Council of the Poor Sisters of 

St. Francis Seraph were the three Sisters chosen at the February meeting: Mother 

M. Reginalds, Provincial Superior of the Western Provincej Sister M. Mechtildis, 

Administrator of St. Francis Hospital, Grand Island; and Sister M. Gabriel, a

teacher at Gallup, New Mexico. Joined in Chicago by three Sisters from the
1

Eastern Province, the group sailed for Germany to represent the American branch of 

the Franciscan Community at the General Meeting. Venerable Mother Fabiana Schulte, 

Mother General, was reelected for another term. Mother Reginalds, who had been 

provincial for the past six year3 was elected as second assistant to Mother

Fabiana,



From the results of the August 13th elections at the Motherhouse in 

Denver, we learned that Venerable Mother M. Asella had been elected to the post of 

Mother Provincial of the Western Province. She succeeded Mother Reginalds who 

left for Olpe, Westphalia, Germany, in September to take her office of second 

assistant to Mother Fahiana at the world Motherhouse. The new Provincial had 

served as Administrator of St. Elizabeth's Hospital in Lincoln for six years prior 

to her election as first assistant provincial in 1947. Other new officers of the 

Western Province, elected for a term of three years, are first assistant provin

cial, Sister M. Aureliana, College of St. Joseph on the Rio Grande, Albuquerque,

New Mexico} second assistant, Sister M. Geraldine, St. Mary's Hospital, Gallup,

New Mexico; third assistant and provincial secretary, Sister M. Natalene; fourth 

assistant, Sister M, Mechtildis, Superior of St. Francis Hospital, Grand Island; 

and provincial treasurer, Sister M. Bede, Sacred Heart School, Gallup, New Mexico. 

Sisters M. Samuela and Crescentia were St. Joseph's delegates to the Chapter.

Making her first official visit to St. Joseph's shortly after her
i

election in August, Mother M. Asella announced to"the Sisters here that plans are 

progressing nicely on the remodeling of the former Modern Woodmen of America 

Sanitarium property near Colorado Springs, and that the St. Joseph Province Mother- 

house was to be moved from Denver to the new location before the Christmas holidays. 

The new Motherhouse property, which consists of 1,400 acres of land and 27 buildings, 

was donated to the Sisters by Mr. Blevins Davis. Mother Asella also said that the 

present Motherhouse in Denver was to become the location of Mount Elizabeth 

Retreat, a home for elderly Catholic people which had been located at Morrison, 

Colorado. The new facilities will provide accommodations for a larger number of 

people. The present class room building on the Motherhouse grounds will be used 

to house the Infant of Prague Nursery, a Denvep, Colorado, diocesan organiza

tion!



At the annual Investiture ceremonies held in Denver in August, three 

young women from eastern Nebraska joined the Franciscan Order. Among them was 

Nancy .Gray, a June, 1952 graduate of St. Joseph Hospital's School of Nursing. 

Eight Sisters made temporary vows at the ceremony, in which the Rev. George 

Mikulski, pastor of St, Stanislaus Church in Duncan, Nebraska, took part.

The Sisters were saddened to hear in January of the death of Sister M. 

Ludovica Doring, who spent a half-century of active life at St. Joseph Hospital. 

Sister Ludovica passed away on January 20th at St. Anthony Hospital in Denver, 

after a three weeks illness. She had suffered a heart attack on New Year's Day, 

her 79th birthday. Born in Muelhausen, Germany, she entered the Community in her 

home town on March 18, 1894 at the age of twenty, and received the Franciscan 

habit on September 20th of that year. In March, 1895# Sister Ludovica came to 

America where she completed her novitiate at the Motherhouse in Lafayette, Indi

ana. After profession of her first vows, she was assigned to Stl Joseph's as a 

domestic and seamstress. ^er entire active life in religion, excepting one year 

at St. Anthony Hospital in Denver, wa3 spent at St. Joseph's until she retired in 

1947 and went to Mother of Grace Hall.

All during her fifty years at St. Joseph's, Sister Ludovica acted as 

a mother to the internes and male employees who lived in the hospital, looking 

after their rooms, their laundry and their personal needs like the head of a large 

family. Sister celebrated the Golden Jubilee of her religious life in ceremonies 

at St. Joseph's on September 20, 1944. Even in her retirement at the Motherhouse, 

Sister occupied her time in sewing, mending and other light tasks. Indicative of 

her busy life, her last thoughts were expressed just before her death when she 

said to a Sister companion, "There i3 so much to do, and so few Sisters to do it."

Another beloved Sister, Sister Eleutheria Brygg died at St. Joseph's 

on September 1st at the age of 73# after several months illness. For a number of



years, Sister Eleutheria had supervised the Central Dressing Room service at St, 

Joseph Hospital. She is survived by a sister, Mrs. Victoria Skorupa of Duncan, 

Nebraska. Attending her funeral on September 4th were Sisters from Grand Island, 

Lincoln, Columbus and Denver. Interment was at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.

Celebrating her Golden Jubilee as a member of the Franciscan Community 

on the feast of her favorite saint, St. Joseph, was Sister M. Nunziata Schmitz. 

Present for the celebration with Sister Nunziata was one of her two nieces in the 

United States, Mrs. Helen Werner and family from Grand Island, Nebraska. The 

other niece, Mrs. Henry Moll of LaJolla, California, was unable to attend, A 

native of Aachen, Rhineland, Germany, Sister Nunziata was the daughter of Joseph 

and Wilhelmina Schmitz. Her parents accompanied her to Mulheim ad Mohne, where 

she entered the Order on June 6, 1902, Coming to the United States in May, 1903, 

Sister wa3 invested with the habit July 26 at the Motherhouse in Lafayette, 

Indiana. Her first assignment was at St. Joseph's Hospital where she served for 

a year in the Sisters' refectory. After this period of service she was assigned 

to hospitals in Cleveland, Ohio; Memphis, Tennessee; Colorado Springs, Colorado; 

and Grand Island, Nebraska. In 1929 she returned to St. Joseph's as director of 

the student nurses' cafeteria. In 1931» Sister took over, in addition to her othe 

duties, the "candy wagon" which Sister M. Wilhelmina had established in 1925 to 

provide personal wants and sweets for the patients. From this venture has grown 

the present Gift Shop over which Sister presides on a full time basis. Sister 

Nunziata still recalls her friendship with Count John A. Creighton during her

first year of service here when he visited St. Joseph's weekly, dispensing his
\

"buttermilk pills," succulent candy creams, with Irish witticisms and instructions 

to the patients as to "dosage."

January 12-17 were the dates of the Sisters' annual retreat. Sisters M 

Martinia, Ann Frances and Miriam left for Colorado Springs on July 12th for their



annual retreat and vacation, returning to Omaha on July 20th.

Sister Mary James attended the City-County Disaster Nursing Institute 

in 0 *aha on April 22.

On Sunday, April 26, Sister M. Antonette accompanied Sister M. Celine 

to Pawnee City, Nebraska, for the burial of Sister Celine's father. Mr. Janecek 

was killed April 23rd.

Sisters M. Samuela and Liberia spent May 7th in St. Joseph, Missouri.

Sisters M, Antonette and Eleanor spent a week in July vacationing in 

the Colorado mountains. They stayed at St. Anthony Hospital in Denver.

Visiting at St. Joseph's on their return trip from a meeting in St. 

Louis were Sisters M. Hugolina and Barbara Ann from St. Anthony Hospital in Denver 

Sister Barbara was glad to visit with her relatives here in Omaha, while Sister 

Hugolina said hello to some of her friends here at the hospital.

Making her debut on telsvions on July 10th was Sister M. Georgette, who 

a peared to explain the duties of volunteers in the Polio wards.

Sister M. Edwardina, supervisor of Second North, and Director of the 

School for Practical Nurses, left Omaha August 19th to assume new duties as 

Superior and Administrator at St. Francis Hospital, Grand Island.

Sister M. Carmelita, who had been a patient here, went to San Fidel,

New Mexico on January 5th.

On June 4th, Sister M. Charlotte Zingg received her Master of Science 

in Biochemistry degree from Creighton University. On August 5th, Sister M.
i

Dorothy received her Bachelor of Science in Arts and Science5degree from Duchesne 

College. ' .

The former Supervisor of Second Middle, Sister M. Theobaldis, left St. 

Joseph’s on July 6th for St. Francis Hospital in Grand Island.

Transferred from St. Joseph's to the Bishop's home in Gallup, New



Mexico, On June 9th, was Sister M. Benedict who had worked in the Chapel here.

Sister M. Anthony left St. Joseph Hospital for the Motherhouse in 

Denver on June 26th.

Sister M. Justa was transferred to St. Joseph's from St. Francis Hospital 

in Grand Island on July 16th. Sister succeeds Sister M. Theobaldis as Supervisor 

of Second Middle.

Sister M. Erhardina came to Omaha on September 1st from the orphanage 

in Albuquerque, New Mexico, to take care of the Chapel and sacristy.

Sister M, Phyllis Ann, on September 1st, came from the Bishop's home in 

Gallup, New Mexico, to St, Joseph's to take charge of the sewing department.

Coming to Omaha from the Motherhouse in Denver on September 5th were 

Sisters M. Louisine and Imedla, While here, the Sisters will attend the Creighton 

University School of Pharmacy.

^ister M. Lucella, who had served as a seamstress here, was transferred 

to St. Elizabeth Hospital in Lincoln on October 5th.

OTHER NOTES OF INTEREST

St. Joseph Hospital lost a treasured friend on August 12th with the 

death of Mr. J. Francis McDermott. Mr. McDermott, a leader in civic and church 

circles, was a patient at the hospital several times prior to his death.

Tiny Diane Marie Conti, b o m  seven weeks prematurely at St. Joseph's in 

July, is alive today thanks to a new operative technique. Because her lungs lay 

flat and dormant, breathing on her own was impossible. Thirty-two hours after she 

was born, Diane underwent an operation to inflate her lungs. While oxygen was fed 

to her by mouth, doctors made a two-inch incision into her right chest wall. One 

of the surgeons massaged Diane's lungs by hand until they became inflated and 

could function on their own. Diane is believed to be the first Omaha baby to have 

benefited from this type of operation.



A couple who were childless for the first eight years of their marriage 

became parents of their third set of twins in three years at St. Joseph's in April. 

After, the first eight years, the Ivo Leeches adopted a boy, now 6 years old. The 

three sets of twins then followed.

Another set of twins b o m  at St. Joseph's will be celebrating their 

birthdays on different days. Pamela Clausen, born at 11s43 P*m. on November 14th, 
and Patricia Clausen, b o m  at 12:06 a.m. on November 15th are the daughters of Mr. 

and Mrs. Elmer Clausen. Mrs. Clausen, an Australian war bride, celebrated her own 

birthday on November 15th.

A boy born to Mr. and Mrs. Herman Conner at 8:21 a.m. on August 10th 

was St. Joseph's nearest claim to the United States' 160-millionth person. The 

Census Bureau had fixed 9*02 a.m. on that date as the theoretical time when the 

160-millionth citizen was to be born.

Pictures appearing in the World Herald on March 29 showed the series of 

processes necessary to feed anywhere from 30 to 60 babies a day. At any hospital, 

making formula is a mass production operation; at 'St. Joseph's, two nurses spend 

their eight-hour day preparing meals for the infants. Each baby requires six milk 

bottles and three other bottles a day, so the two nurses may prepare as many as 

500 bottles a day. Making formulas and preparing the bottles in the morning, 

washing and drying bottles in the afternoon, they sometimes prepare as many as 15 

different formulas for their hungry patients. Feedings are at 2, 6 and 10 p.m., and 

2,(6 and 10 a.m. The hospital also prepares a full day's formula for mothers 

leaving the hospital.
V

The statewide search for the 16-year-old daughter of a couple seriously 

injured in an auto accident was called off when Alyce Joyce Ehninger turned up at 

St. Joseph's to visit her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Ehninger. The couple were 

en route to Cmaha to report the disappearance of their daughter when they were hurt.



Creighton University's nine graduates in the School of Medical Technology 

was the School's largest graduating class. The nine, who spent the final year of 

the four-year program in the laboratory at St. Joseph's, were Patricia Crowley, 

Catherine Durr, Rita Kucirek, Rita Kessler, Jame3 Lehnert, Jean Delehanty, Mrs.

Mary Jeanne Clinch and Jose Rijos,

The Nebraska Society of ^dical Technologists met April 25th in Omaha.

Dr. Victor E. Levine addressed the group, stressing the diagnostic importance of 

the modern clinical laboratory.

Medical technologists at St. Joseph's "took to the air" on November 24th 

to demonstrate on television a number of the procedures done in the hospital lab. 

Appearing on the "To Your Health" program, a Creighton University School of Medi

cine telecast, doctors and technicians performed actual tests and demonstrated the 

use of delicate instruments. On^of the unusual devices shown was a flame photo

meter, a revolutionary new scientific development which was explained by Dr. Arthur 

Sciortino, resident in pathology at the hospital. Sister M. Charlotte Zingg showed 

various blood chemistry procedures in the first appearance of a Sister on a Creigh

ton educational television program. Assisting Sister Charlotte was Miss Catherine 

Durr. Other medical technologists taking part in the demonstrations were the 

Misses Rita Kucirek, Eileen Kessler and Kay Prycrl

The Nebraska Association of Medical Record Librarians met in Omaha on 

May 14th for their 6th state meeting. The Rev. Charles Strassberger, Chaplain at 

St, Joseph's Hospital, led an Invocation to open the meeting. Dr. James F. Kellyi
spoke on "Why Good Medical Records?"

The Nebraska Society of X-ray Technicians held a meeting at St. Joseph's 

on January 11th. Dr. Arnold Dowell introduced the speaker, Mr. A. Silva of the 

General Electric X-ray Educational Department, D03 Moines, Iowa, whose topic was 

"High Voltage Technique." There were about 35 members and guests present. Sister



M. Liberia and the technicians from the X-ray department of St, Joseph' 3 Hospital 

were hostesses to the group, serving a lunch after the meeting.

Twenty-eight Sisters from 21 Catholic hospitals in Nebraska, South 

Dakota and Iowa gathered at St. Joseph's November 9-14 for the annual refresher 

course in Radiological Technique conducted at the hospital by the X-ray department 

of General Electric Company. Enrollment was the largest in the 33-year history of 

the course. In charge of the course was James A. Morgan, R. T., of Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin. Also taking part were William M. Gossett, District Manager, Des Moines, 

and Leo Kane, Manager of the Omaha General Electric X-ray office.

One of the most thoughtful and enjoyable events of the Christmas season 

for the patients in the Polio Rehabilitation Center was the grand steak dinner 

which an unknown friend provided for them. Asked their individual preferences, 

the patients truly enjoyed the piping hot dinners from Johnny’s Cafe. One patient 

said, "It did something for the whole ward to be remembered so nicely. I feel 

like it gave me new strength."

Another Polio patient had the "best Christmas ever" thanks to the warm

hearted Omahans who responded to a World-Herald news item. Eugene Jackson, aged 12, 

who was stricken with Polio in September, 1952, faced a bleak Christmas far from 

his home near Taylorsville, Kentucky. After the story in the.'World-Herald, gifts 

and cards flooded in, with a final score of 200 presents, 265 cards and $152 in 

cash. The best present of all walked into his room early on Christmas morning— * 

an anonymous Omaha woman had arranged for his mother's trip to Omaha from Kentucky.

Many groups of carolers entertained the patients during the Christmas 

season with their favorite Christmas Carols. On December 7* the St. Joseph student- 

nurses sang. Other groups included Blessed Sacrament School, December S; Miss 

Massie Group, December 12; December 13, College of St. Mary and Creighton ROTC 

Band; December 14, South High students and a Red Cross group; December 16, Catholic



Choral Group; December 17, Holy Name High School; December 18, Our ^ady of Lourdes) 

December 20, Mrs Hinton Group and the Shriners; December 21, Bellevue Group and 

the Elks; and December 23, the Godek and Belitz Group,

Sister M. Liberia's Nativity and Church scene was pictured in the World 

Herald on December 30th. The collection has grown a great deal over the past 18 

years, with friends helping her add to it with figures from all parts of the 

country. The display is on the fifth floor of the hospital each Yuletide season.

Dr. B. Carl Rus3um was honored by the Sisters at a Christmas dinner 

party in the hospital auditorium on December 9th. Dr. Kussum is head of the 

Pathology department and has been associated with the hospital for 33 years. The 

Rev. John J. Mclnemy, S. J., former regent of the Creighton School of Medicine 

and now regent of the St. Louis University School of Nursing, spoke at the dinner.

Miss Ellie Sheridan, dietitian, had a very interesting experience in 

July. As one of five Cmahans sent to a special emergency feeding school at Fort 

Riley, Kansas, Miss Sheridan was taught such subjects as emergency water purifi

cation and disposal, prevention of food contamination and food poisoning, field 

expedients, and mess layouts for mass feeding. The group also made dishes, cups 

and spoons from tin cans, and ovens of barrels. The group instructed others 

following their return to Omaha.

Appearing in the December issue of the Nebraska Dietitian was an 

article by Ellie Sheridan in which she described her experiences at the American 

Dietetic Association's post-convention seminar in Hawaii. Both the accounts of
i

the meeting and of the beautiful Hawaiian ^slands are very interesting.
V

VOLUNTEER SERVICES

A letter reaching Sister K. Crescentia in January reported that the 

Red Cross Gray Ladies had served a total of 3,473 hours during 1953 at St. Joseph's. 

Hospital.



A Spring garden scene was the background for the February 11th Annual 

Style Show and Luncheon at v'ur Lady of Victory auditorium. Creighton Circle 

sponsored the revue to help furnish the fifth floor of the Nurses' Home. A great 

success, the Show netted $1,000 to help defray the cost of the remodeling and 

furnishing project. General chairman wa3 Mrs. G. Kenneth Muehlig, assisted by 

Mesdames Werner P. Jensen, Joseph McNamara, Thomas Gurnett, »*. R. Kovar, C. M. 

Hartmann, and Stephen Kagiera.

BLUE CROSS St BLUE SHIELD
For the first time since its inception in 1939, Blue Cross suffered a 

setback in total membership. The necessity of raising rates was considered to be 

the cause of 6.3$ or 13,853 loss in membership; the roster stood at 221,262 at 

the end of the year. Member hospital number 125.

The $269,963.65, a new record high, paid to St. Joseph's Hospital for 

3,084 cases, a decrease of 7» was 9.9$ of the total benefits paid out to hospitals 
by Blue Cross.

A total of $2,727,373.35 was paid out'to member hospitals by Blue Cross. 

This sum, a rise of $391,803.40 over 1952, was paid for 40,484 cases receiving 

217,141 days of care. Hospitalization expenditures accounted for 79.6$ of the 

total amount which Blue Cross took in during the year. The average cost per case 

was $71.23; the average hospital stay, 5.95 days; female member benefits, 65$ of 

the total; and male member benefits, 35$.

At a meeting of February 10th, Mr. Francis J. Bath, business manager, 

was elected treasurer of the Nebraska Blue Cross Plan. Dr. Arthur J. Offerman 

was re-elected president of Nebraska Blue Shield at a meeting of that group on 

January 30th.



Names of Sisters Stationed at 

CREIGHTON MEMORIAL ST. JOSEPH'S HOSPITAL - OMAHA, NEBRASKA

December 31* 1953

Sister M. Samuela Yonker, Superior
Sister M. Crescentia Wickenhauser, Administrator
Sister M. Corneliana Kicek, Second Assistant

Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M.

Fulgentia Frisch
Consolata Hunker
Roraualda Nolle
Eleutheria Pick
Nunziata Schmitz-
Paphnutia Schenklewitz
Humiliana Schreiner
Liberia Kozjan
Euthalia Graf
Justa Germann
Bonagratia Ruediger
Carissa Feiler
Leonardis Leyner
Chrysostoma Reudinger
Columba Schifferns
Felixiona Depka von Prodzinski

Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M, 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister M. 
Sister 
Sister Ml

Erhardina Mosch 
Rosita Billesbach 
Hyacinth Wilmot 
Louis Wenzl 
Carmelia Lohaus 
Martinia Zach 
Charlotte Zingg 
Antonette Miskol 
Ann Frances Hoff 
Miriam Reinert 
Georgette Markowitz 
Phyllis Ann Wemhoff 
Louisine Dohrnen 
Imelda Jarecki 
Eleanor Hemmer

INACTIVE LIST

Sister M. Louisine Dohmen Attending Creighton University
Sister M. Imelda Jarecki it It

Sister M. Alexina Schuman 1 1 1 , patient in hospital
Sister M. Dulcissima Gergen It II II if

Sister M. Bemardia McGee II II If ii

Sister M. Niceda Schmaltz n If u ft

From Easter Province:
Sister M. Thea if II if if

Sister M. Hildegard IV II it it

Sister M. Albertina ti II it n


