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St. Joseph's Hospital paused in its busy activity in April to CQlebrate 

its 75th anniversary under the Poor Sisters of St. Francis Seraph. Since 1880, 

when four Franciscan Sisters arrived in Omaha to take over the hospital from 

the Mercy Sisters, St, Joseph's has grown from a small wooden structure with 28 

beds to several brick buildings with nearly nine acres holding 585 beds and 60 

bassinets. The hospital observed the anniversary on April 17.

St. Joseph's continued the record-breaking trend of the decade in 

1955. New records set this year include three and a third millian dollars of 

total services performed for nearly 40,000 patients.

In an effort to provide ever-improving service for its patients, the 

hospital completed 5everal important projects inT1955. New heated steps and 

sidewalk were installed at the main entrance to the hospital. A 7,000 foot 

piped oxygen system was completed which made oxygen instantaneously available 

in all patients' rooms and other essential areas. A two-story addition to the 

hospital was finished in August which provides 7,500 square feet for admini

strative offices, medical record department and central service department.

Another highlight of 1955 was the visitation in April of Mother Mary 

Fabiana, Mother General of the Poor Sisters of St. Francis at the ’world Mother- 

house in Olpe, Westphalia, Germany. YJhile in the United States, Mother Fabiana 

announced the appointment of former business manager Francis J, Bath a3 assistant 

administrator of St. Joseph's.



FINANCIAL REVIEW

For the first time in the history of St. Joseph's Hospital, gross 

earnings topped the three million dollar mark. With gross earnings of

$3,073,791.24, an increase of $267,907.54, or 9$, plus a 14^, or 036,450.52, 

rise in free services to $237,732.63, total services for the year amounted to 

$3,361,523.92, This constitutes an increase of $304,358.06, or 10$, over 1954.

With $2,752,676.84 collected on current accounts and $17,333.28 taken 

in on old accounts, total patient income for 1955 totaled $2,770,510.12, an 

increase of $231,794.83, or 9$, over the previous year. Donations of $26,762.36 

and sundry income of $197,917.47 brought total cash income up 1*$, or $47,862.39,

to $2,995,189.95.

Operating expenses jumped 10'' to $2,783,042.64, up $260,844.30; pay

roll costs of $1,906,355.31, up $148,614.58, or Sy$, over 1954, accounted for 

63^0 of the hospital's operating expenses. At year's end, inventories stood 

at $173,785.60, a slight increase of ly$, or $2,693.47,. over 1954.

The only exception to spiraling costs v/as non-operating expenses which 

decreased 45;$, or $181,118.61, to $222,424.79 due to completion of the $3,000,000 

building program begun in 1948. Non-operating expenses included $49,070.04 paid 

on the interest and $2(8,000 paid on the principal of the loan for Our Lady of 

Victory Unit, equipment and furniture purchases of $44,003.15, and improvements 

costing $31,351.60. Total cash disbursements, also passing the three million 

dollar mark, increased 2&2, or $79,725.69, to $3,005,467.43.

Monthly income ranged from a high of $252,653.36 in March dovm to' 

$211,109.45 in September. Daily receipts varied from $34,056.50 on February 14 

to $468.85 on May 30. For the first time in the hospital's history, no monthly 

income fell below $200,000; three months exceeded $250,000. Only two days fell 

below the $1,000 mark.



On December 31, mortgage indebtedness"stood at $1,372,000; accounts 

payable totaled $7 7,250.80, and cash on hand amounted to 1124,872.83.

STATISTICAL DATA

The total number of patients treated at St, Joseph's in 1955 took a 

wide upward swing to 39,301, 66$, or 15,376 more than ’were treated in 1954.

The sizeable expansion is due mainly to the great increase in out-patients 

cared for during the year. Out-patients jumped from 6,117 in 1954 to 20,249 

in 1955, an increase of 14,132, or 231/3. Included in this figure are 1,083 

out-patients treated in the psychiatric division. The number of in-patients 

rose ll^b, or 1 ,742, to 16,922; these patients received 192,832 days care, an 

increase of 10,055, or 5«$.

Tho 1,774 full pay patients, 9$ of the total number cared for, re

ceived 14,256, or 7/5, days care. Part pay patients, numbering 15,253, or 80$, 

received 153,894, or 80/5 days care. Free patients, totaling 2,063, or 11$, re

ceived 13$, or 24,682, days-care.

Laboratory tests wore up 3&A, or 6,725, to 191,173. Autopsies were 

performed in 228, or 50$, of the 458 deaths during the year. Radiographic 

examinations numbered 17,0575 fluoroscopic tests totaled 3,610; X-ray therapy 

treatments reached 1,999; and physical therapy treatments numbered 30,104. All 

of these figures represent increases over 1954.

There were 81 more surgical procedures performed in 1955 than in the 

previous year; the 8,045 operations included 3,941 major and 4,104 minor pro

cedures, Surgical admissions were up 1,801 to 6,548; medical admissions dupli

cated the trend by increasing 1,333 to 6,064. The number of children admitted 

was down 100 to 1,789 while psychiatric admissions were up 13 to 899.

A new record was set in the obstetrics department; 2,630 babies wore



b o m  at St, Joseph's in 1955. Included in that, number was a set of triplets.

ADMINISTRATION

The Sisters of St. Francis were extremely grateful to receive word in 

December that St. Joseph's Hospital had been allocated £250,000 from the Ford 

Foundation. In all, the Foundation made gifts of £500,000,000 to privately 

supported colleges, hospitals and universities throughout the country. The 

Foundation's motive in making the grants was to help ouch institutions "improve 

arid extend their services to the public."

In selecting 3,500 hospitals to receive appropriations ranging from 

$10,000 to 1250,000, the Foundation noted that the nation's hospitals need 

"several thousand more hospital beds," along with modernization to keep pace 

with population increases and advances in medical knowledge. Hospitals may 

expend the appropriations in meeting local needs or problems, or in improvement 

or expansion} the grants may not be used for operating expense, retirement of 

debt, or construction work -currently under way or under contract. Besides 

research, other specific items approved include improving or adding to facili

ties or services, and. adding or training personnel.

Mother Mary Fabiana, mother general of the Poor Sisters of St. Francis 

Seraph, and Mother Mary Asolla, superior of the '.vestera Province, announced on 

July 7 tho appointment of Francis J. Bath as assistant administrator of St. 

Joseph's, Mr. Bath had been business manager. At its June conference, the 

Provincial Council took particular note of Mr. Bath's 25 years at the hospital. 

His employment as the first layman in an administrative capacity by the Fran

ciscan Sisters was a milestone in the Catholic hospital field. Due to the 

success of this experiment, seven of the nine hospitals in the Order's .Vestern 

Province and many of the Order's hospitals in Germany now have laymen on their



administrative staffs. "Improvements in business office procedures and in 

public relations have resulted from the employment of qualified lay personnel 

for administrative positions, " Mother Asella stated.

Mr. Bath celebrated his 25th anniversary with the hospital on June 1, 

Chaplain Charles H. Strassberger celebrated a High Mass in commemoration of the 

silver anniversary in the morning. That afternoon, the hospit-al staff did 

itself proud at a reception in Mr. Bath's honor. Friends "introduced" themselves 

with mock ceremony, their eyes quickly turning to the anniversary cake.

Sparkling with white icing, it represented an administrator's desk complete 

with silver telephone, memo pad and a bouquet of flowers.

A native of Lafayette, Indiana, Mr, Bath came to St. Joseph's in 1930 

as an accountantj in 1936 he was named business manager. He had formerly done 

public relations work for the mother house of the Poor Sisters of St. Francis 

in Lafayette. A founding member of Blue Cross in Nebraska, Mr, Bath served as 

the Organization's president for fivo years. He vjas the first president of 

the Nebraska Hospital Association and ha3 also headed the Mid-Jest Hospital 

Association, He has also been active in the Catholic Hospital Association, 

American Hospital Association, and has authored a group of articles which 

appeared in national hospital magazines.

Dr. Frank A. Ryan, representing the American Medical Association, 

visited the hospital September 19-21, After inspecting the hospital's facili

ties, Dr. Ryan's only recommendations -were that the hospital develop a more 

complete out-patient service and incorporate pro-natal records -with the 

histories of obstetrical patients.

On November 9> the hospital was notified that its cancer program has 

been approved by the American College of Surgeons, To meet the College's



standards, a hospital must have a group of physicians whose functions include 

examination, diagnosis and treatment of cancer plus adequate follow-up care.

In a three-page bulletin to members of the Catholic Hospital Associa

tion Purchase Exchange, Mr. Bath described the benefits the hospital has derived 

from the use of permanent form numbers in the ordering and issuing of printed 

matter.

Mr. Bath appeared on a half-hour television show over L'O'AVTV in Omaha 
on August 26 to discuss the Red Cross bloodmobile and blood program. Joining 

him in the discussion were two doctors.

Personnel from St. Joseph's attended or took part in many hospital 

mootings throughout 1955. The Omaha Area Hospital Council hold its first 

meeting of the now year at St, Joseph's Hospital on January 13.

Mr. Bath attended a Blue Cross meeting which was held at Chicago's 

Edgewater Beach Hotel March 20-25. Fred Meis, credit manager, together with 

Sisters M. Justa and Columba, traveled to Kansas City for the April 26-29 

meeting of tho Mid-Zest Hospital Association,

Mr, Bath served on the committee in charge of arranging the five-day 

program for the 40th annual convention of the Catholic Hospital Association 

held May 15-19 in St. Louis. Sister II, Rosita, medical record librarian, pre

sided at the program session devoted to ’'Coexistence" on the afternoon of

May 19.

Mr. Meis represented the hospital at a Chamber of Commerce Institute 

on "Human Maintenance in Industry." The special meeting was held June 9.

On July 16, Sister M, Crescentia, hospital administrator, Sister 

ii. Ann Francis, Dr, Harold Neu and Mr. Bath drove to Lincoln to attend a hearing 

at the capitol on the Hill Burton Act program to cover rehabilitation, convales



cent and chronic illness hospital facilities in Nebraska. Mr, Bath also 

attended a meeting of the Nebraska Hospital Association program committee.

On September 26 and 27, the Catholic Hospital Association committee 

on Hospital Purchasing held a meeting at St. Louis which Mr. Rath attended.

During the same month, representatives from St. Joseph's attended a 

conference on hospital cost accounting hold in Omaha, The conference was 

co-sponsored by the Nebraska Hospital Association and the Nebraska Blue Cross,

The 19th annual convention of the Nebraska Hospital Association and 

allied groups was held in Lincoln October 13-14. At a meeting of the Nebraska 

Conferenco of the Catholic Hospital Association on the afternoon of October 14, 

Sister M. Crescentia completed her second terra as president of the group. The 

Right Rev. Robert A, Maher of Toledo, Ohio, president of the Catholic Hospital 

Association of United States and Canada, gave the principal address. He spoke 

on "Improved Service from Inspired Hospital Workers."

Sisters M. Crescentia and Ann Francis, Henry Dworak and Francis Bath 

were present at an October 20 meeting of the Omaha Area Hospital Council at 

Veterans Hospital. For its November meeting, the Council ’.fas treated to lunch 

and a tour of plant facilities by Becton-Dickinson & Company, Columbus, Nebraska. 

The company manufactures hospital supplies. Sister M. Crescentia and Mr. Bath 

made the tour.

Delegates from seven states attended a regional conference of the 

Catholic Hospital Association on "Hospital Accreditation and Patient Care" in 

Omaha December 9-10. St, Joseph's Hospital representatives at the meeting-.

included Sisters M. Crescentia, Rooita, Lina, Geraldine, Edwardina, Mechtildis, 

and Mr. Bath. Hospital personnel participated in meetings of many other* local 

professional and civic groups during the year.



POLIO REHABILITATION "CENTER

Patients and otaff personnel of the Polio Rehabilitation Center were 

pleased at one of 19551 a top ne.vs stories— the development by Dr, Jonas Salk of 

an effective safe vaccine against polio. But all elation at the news, was 

tempered by the remaining problem of rehabilitating those patients already 

disabled by tho dread disease. Dr. Harold N. Neu, director of the Center, 

pointed out that rehabilitation aims at developing as many of the patient's 

capabilities as remain after his illness, thus making him more useful to himself, 

his family and his community.

Two large grants from the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis 

enabled the Center to carry on its work during 1955* Clinton Belknap of 

Lincoln, Eastern Nebraska representative of the Foundation, presented checks 

for $30,429 in January and $$1,481.30 in July. The Center is one of 13 in the 

United States financed by March of Dimes funds.

The Rehabilitation Center, now in its third year of operation, ha3 

become a smoothly-functioning center for the treatment of seriously disabled 

patients. The turnover rate was stepped up in 195$, allowing for the admission 

of 52 patients and the discharge of 59 patients to home-care situations. Out

patient service increased greatly over the year as discharged patients returned 

for regular check-ups. Through the experience its personnel have gained, the 

Center is now able to accept more patients with difficult therapeutic problems. 

Helpful surgical procedures were performed on many more patients than in pre

vious years.

In 1955) the Center secured the part-time services of Orthotist Don 

Bohnenkamp to help develop the specialised braces and appliances needed for 

paralysed patients.



Further research into respiratory problems was made possible with the 

addition of a five-channel electronic recording- apparatus to the cardio-pulmonary 

laboratory. Dr. Alfred F. Brody, respiratory physiologist for the Center, 

presented a seminar in 3asic and Clinical Pulmonary Physiology for staff per

sonnel during the summer.

A special report on the achievements of the Center was presented to 

the people in this area on April 17 over WOW-TV. Appearing on the 30-minute 

program were Arthur L, Goad, member of the advisory committee of St. Joseph's 

School of Nursing, and president of Blue Cross of Nebraska; Sister M. Crescentia; 

Mr. Bath; Dr, Harold Neu; and two former patients, Mary Ann Bunn and Mary Kay 

Domonkos. Special films taken at the Canter showed members of the rehabilitation 

team— doctors, nurses, physical therapists, occupational therapists, medical 

social workers and volunteers— at work bringing new hope to the disabled.

More than 25,000 people visited an exhibit at the City Auditorium in 

March which explained the activities of the Center. The exhibit ’was part of 

the Health Fair held March 19-21 in Omaha,

On September 8, 9, and 10 the Center held an Institute on tho Rehabili

tation of Neuromuscular Diseases and Rheumatic Diseases, Guest speakers William 

A, Spencer, M, D., Joseph G, Benton, U. D., William D. Robinson, and Eleanor 

Anderson, R. N,, spoke to doctors, physical therapists, occupational therapists, 

nurses, and medical social workers gathered for the meeting.

The Polio Center attracted many visitors during the year. Dr, Kenneth 

Lane of New York City, medical consultant for the National Foundation, visited 

St, Joseph's on January 18 a3 part of a nationwide tour. On May 4, the Mayor's 

Committee on Employment of the Physically Handicapped toured the Cantor,

A two-hour tour through the Center climaxed a meeting in March of



Dimes Campaign Directors and Chapter Chairmen of the National Foundation in 

November. Over 100 persons from four states took part in the tour conducted 

by Sister M, Georgette, Dr. Harold Nou and Dr. Harold A. Ladwig. The group was 

accompanied by Robert E. Day of Grand Island, ’destern Nebraska representative 

of the National Foundation; Jim Osborne of Minneapolis, Regional Public Relations 

Director; and photographers who snapped pictures of chapter chairmen with 

patients from their own areas.

The stories of many Polio Center patients were told in the Omaha 

World Herald during the year. Two teenage boys, Marlin Jacobson and Jamoa 

Turner, were transferred to the Center on March 11 from Childrens Memorial 

Hospital in Omaha. Marlin, 16, had been there since 1949, while his buddy Jim, 

15, was admitted in 1954. Both boys hoped to be out of their iron lungs so 

that they could bo discharged and spend Christmas, 1955, at home, Jim Turner 

was discharged in time and celebrated Christmas at home in a wheel chair instead 

of the iron lung which had been his home. Marlin Jacobson's grandmother made 

Marlin's holiday a happy one, too, at her home at Arnold, Nebraska. But the 

boy, his heart weakened by his long fight against disease, suffered a rolapse 

and died December 28, just three day3 after finally spending Christmas at home.

A third boy, 12-year-old Joe Savage, won his fight to be home on 

December 25 when he loft the hospital several days before for the flight to 

’Jarren, Arkansas.

Patient /flOO registered at St. Joseph's on May 24. Seven-year-old 

Douglas Martin was transferred from Childrens Hospital where he had spent three 

years.

Patients arrived at the Center by a variety of transportation methods 

in 1955. Moving vans, complete with motorcycle police escorts, brought two



Iowa polio victims to St. Joseph’3, A 14-year-old boy, Richard Droher, traveled 

by* van froxa a Sioux City hospital on April 14. Mrs. Both Brown, 33-year-old 

mother of four children, was moved from a Dos Moines hospital on July 6.

Other patients came by plane, Mrs. Billy Baxter was flown from 

Puerto Rico where her husband was stationod with the Air Force. Mrs. Baxter 

was stricken on her wedding day in February; she and her husband arc now 

looking forward to beginning their long-delayed honeymoon. The Air Force 

transferred Mr. Baxter to Offut Air Base south of Omaha so that he could bo 

near his wife, -

Brother and sister polio victims were flown in iron lungs to Omaha 

from Odessa, Texas, on November 7. They are 17-year-old Phillip and 14-year-old 

Kay Clarke of Fort Stockton, Texas,

Claiming the longest plane ride, though, were a mother and her four- 

month-old daughter who arrived at the Center on December 21 after a 3*800 mile 

flight from Honolulu, Hawaii. Mrs. Patricia Knupp, 29, contracted polio two 

days before her baby was born. The little girl was born with the disease.

Many generous Omahans made time pass more pleasantly and quickly 

for patients through their volunteer work and entertainment. A Junior Red 

Cross project undertaken by Omaha parochial high school students brought girls 

from Duchesne, Cathedral, St. Mary's, St. John's, and Holy Name to tho Center 

once a waek to assist in serving and feeding the patients. By their help at 

mealtime, the girls make it possible for nurses to devote their time to tasks 

requiring professional skill. The Red Cross members help in other ways, too. 

Duchesne girls too': over production of Rocking Echoes, a monthly newspaper 

compiled from copy furnished by the patients. They gather news stories, edit 

them, type stencils and assemble the mimeographed paper.



Several patients had a fine time eating peanuts, popcorn and hotdogs, 

and ’watching the' Omaha Cardinals baseball team beat the Minneapolis Millers- at 

a July 1 game. They were guests of the Omaha ball club.

Three quartets from the Society for the Preservation and Encouragement 

of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in America, Inc. entertained patients with some 

close harmony at a party on July 26.

The 30 patients in tho Center celebrated Thanksgiving two days early 

on November 22 so that patients going home for the holiday could be present.

Fivo turkeys with all the trimmings highlighted the dinner party.

On December 13, the Junior Red Gross of Benson High School gave a 

party at tho Center. Entertainment consisted of a male quartet, a girls* 

quartet, soloists, mid dancers. Patients and employees joined the students in 

singing the familiar Christmas carols to conclude the evening.

Forrest Briley of the Briley Motor Company played Santa Claus in a 

wonderful way on December 21 when he presented the Center with keys to a 1956 

Dodge station wagon. The car will be used to transport patients to various 

activities outside the hospital— a boon for the morale as well as the physical 

progress of Center patients.

IMPROVEMENTS & NEvV EQUIPMENT

The $3,000,000 building program begun in 1 % 8  was finally completed 

},n August of this year when hospital personnel moved into a $250,000 two-story 

addition to the hospital which was started April 1, 1954. The first floor of 

tho new unit houses facilities for the admission of patients, including a large - 

lounge and private admitting rooms* a new business office with expanded insurance, 

accounting, purchasing, personnel, secretarial and administrative areasj a 

conference roomj and enlarged quarters for the medical record department. On



the ground floor is a central service department for storage, preparation, and 

issuance of auxiliary equipment required for patient care; and separate storage 

areas for business office and j.iedical records.

Several major improvements were completed at St. Joseph's during 1955 

A three-month project to revamp the entrance to the hospital was finished on 

January 6^ The steps leading to the main entrance, first installed in 1910, 

were replaced by steps and sidewalk of Minnesota granite. Tho entire area,

1410 square feet, was heated to eliminate ice and snow. Beneath the steps and 

walk are 13,000 linear feet of l£" copper tubing connected to equipment which 

supplies 20 horsepower of heat. A pump circulates a solution containing 52 

gallons of antifreeze through the coppor tubing. The heated steps and walk 

oporated most successfully during several heavy snowfalls this winter. The 

Cooper Construction Company did the work on the $28,000 project,

Nebraska's largest piped oxygen system went into operation February 3 

at St. Joseph’s. Sister M, Crescentia turned a valve which provided an instant 

source of oxygen at 225 outlets in general hospital rooms, recovery room, 

nurseries, labor and delivery rooms. The oxygen i3 piped through 7,000 feet 

of coppor tubing which is completely silver-soldered. Adapters convert single 

outlets into twin outlets for the administration of oxygen to two patients at 

the same time.

Oxygen is brought to the hospital in liquid form at 315 degrees below 

zero. Each cubic inch of liquid oxygen expands to 862 cubic inches of gas. The 

bulk storage plant holds 70 cylinders, or 18,250 cubic feet, of oxygen at one 

time; patients at St. Joseph's require 75,000-100,000 cubic feet each month.

The new system, which will save both money and time in administering oxygen to • 

patients, was installed at a cost of 310,000.



A third project made the summer months much more enjoyable for the 

Sisters, patients and personnel of St. Joseph’s. A picric patio and barbeque 

oven were constructed on a pleasant spot at the southeast corner of Our Lady of 

Victory Unit. '.That started out to be a small fireplace for woiner roasts 

developed into a 15x10' fireplace, with a 54” oven, and a stone and marble 

patio 32 foot in diameter. A low wall serves both as decoration and additional 

seating. Both the fireplace and patio floor were built with cobblestones and 

fragments of marble and slate which had accumulated around the hospital. Two 

lampposts that had adorned the main entrance of the hospital since 1910 were 

set on either sido of the fireplace. Modern garden lampposts at the patio steps, 

the grill, and the bonding cement wore the only items of expense other than 

labor. Many picnics were held at the patio during the summer for the psychiatric 

and polio patients, student nurses, employees, interns and residents, a3 wall 

as for the Sisters.

Many doctors and benefactors of the hospital made donations during 

1955* Among them were Dr. Jame3 J, O'Neil, $1,000; Dr3, J, K. McNally and 

Harry J. Jenkins, $500 each; Merchants Credit Rating Bureau, $400; Ernest H. 

Rinsohen, $368; Dr. Zeno N. Korth, $300; Dr, T, T, Smith, Dr. J. S. Sobota, 

and Frances Brown 7/alsh, $250 each; Dr. Joseph B« Dolezal, $200; Dr. Maurice C. 

Howard, $144; George B. Boland, Dr. Maurice E. Grier, L. F. Kepley and Dr. W. 

Riley Kovar, $100 each. The Creighton Circle presented $3300 to the hospital, 

proceeds from the annual Style Show held in February.

Sister M. Fulgentia turned in an additional $1,200 from the sale of 

paper bricks for the Building Fund. In Memoriam gifts to the hospital totaled 

$170; most of that sum was given in small amounts by Drs. Jerome Bleacher and • 

Werner P. Jensen at different times during the year.

Proceeds of the Style Show project were intended for the purchase of 

new ahromo-plfied bassinets for Pediatrics; delivery was pending at year's end.



A 3urn of $500 contributed by Dr. Adolph Sach3 in 1954 was used for 

investment in stocks. Dr, Sachs specified that the income from this investment, 

about $15 a year, be given to tho intern who secures the most autopsy permits 

during his year at the hospital.

The Christmas season brought several large contributions-to the 

hospital. Among then were $2,000 from the Bramila Charitable Foundation]

$1,500 from Ak-Sar-Benj and $1,000 from the Carpenter Paper Company. Ak-Sar-Ben 

has presented Omaha's eight nonprofit hospitals with $1,500 checks annually 

since 1948. Other donations during the Yuletido included $855 from various 

friends of St. Joseph's] $500 from the Roberts Dairy Company] and $150 from 

Mrs. Adolph Sachs.

Continuing a practice established in 1948 by her husband and herself, 

Mrs, Hugo Schmidt of Omaha sent $500 to tho Sisters at Christmastime as her 

annual contribution for the benefit of Our Lady of Victory Unit.

In April, 1949, a da tighter of Hr. and Mrs. Schmidt was admitted as a 

psychiatric patient with such an unfavorable prognosis that her parents planned 

permanent institutional care for her. For five years her condition remained 

unchanged while her parents, staunch Lutherans, as well as the Sisters continued 

to implore God to restore her to mental health. In addition to paying monthly 

bills of $350-4450 during this period, Mr. ami Mrs. Schmidt presented a gift of 

$1,000-42,000 each Christmas to express their appreciation for the excellent 

private care available at Our Lady of Victory. To the amazement of all, the 

Schmidts' prayers were answered and, on May 30, 1954, their daughter was able 

to return to her home and family. To date, her mental illness has not recurred.

Unfortunately, Mr. Schmidt did not live to see hi3 daughter return 

home. At the age of 85, he died on January 21, 1954, after a three weeks*



illnes3 at St, Joseph's, ills widow continues to remember the Sisters and Our 

Lddy of Victory Unit each year with a substantial donation.

Many benefactors contributed equipment to the hospital in 1955. An 

Omaha business man hospitalized November 1 at St. Joseph's with an incurable 

disease was responsible for securing additional equipment for the Premature 

Infant Center, 7/hile Frank C. Uranic was still able to be up and around the 

hospital, he frequently visited the chapel. On such a stroll Mr. Wranic hap

pened to pas3 the Premature Center adjoining the pediatrics department) his 

thoughts turned to his own small grandchildren far away in California. His 

interest grew as he watched the nurses caring for their 8-12 tiny patients 

during his daily visits.

Soon he asked Sister Crescentia if there was anything he could do for 

the Premature Center, 'Alien Sister related the need for an additional Isolotte 

and several more incubators, Mr. Wranic not only contributed generously himself, 

but also solicited gifts from his brother and several business acquaintances to 

cover costs of the needed equipment. Ills one-man campaign accounted for the 

following contributions: Frank C. Wranic, $271,25) Thomas Lindley, $171*25;

Nick S. Wranic, Gourmet Steak & Seafood House, Roberts Dairy Company, and the 

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner, Beane Foundation, $100 each.

Three sets of doctors contributed $380 to cover costs of air condi

tioning the orthopedic room which is also used for surgery. They are Drs. T, T. 

Smith, James J. O'Neil and Robert E, Hawkins) Dr3. James IY, Martin and Werner P. 

Jensen) and Drs. Joseph Gross and Frank J. Iwersen. Members of the obstetrics 

and gynecology staff provided an air conditioner for the doctors’ waiting room 

in obstetrics) Dr. Robert H, Gregg made a $100 contribution to the department.

Dr. Ben F, Ewing continued his efforts to modernize and beautify the 

main lobby by installing plate glass mirrors alongside the shrine of the Sacred



Heart which stands on the first landing above the lobby. Dr, William E. Kroupa 

furnished a statue of St. Michael for the corridor by the new central service 

department on the ground floor.

Other equipment donated during the year included two Barcalounger 

chairs given by Lillian 'Wagnerj a television 3et for the Indian ward by Mrs,

Paul Gallagher; an exercise wheel for the Polio Rehabilitation Center from the 

Fillmore County, Nebraska, chapter of the National Foundation for Infantile 

Paralysis; and an X-ray view box, plastic needlos and eye charts for pediatrics 

given by Dr. J, Harry Murphy, -

Several patients' rooms wore refurbished through the generosity of 

St, Joseph's benefactors. Mrs. John J. McMahon furnished Room 238 as a memorial 

to her husband. Among the furnishings purchased at a cost of $1,250 were rugs, 

draperies, a desk, sofa, chairs, tables, pictures, and a hinged panel screen. 

Mrs, McMahon had new fixtures and a plexiglass enclosed tub and shower installed 

in the bathroom. Haw lamps, a chair and a rubber mattress were purchased for 

Room 380 from a fund set up by Mrs. Frank L. E. Smith in honor of her parents, 

Mr. and Mrs, Adolph Stora.

Now furnishings costing $13,S86.64 were bought for use in various 

departments of the hospital during 1955, while new equipment expenditures 

amounted to $30,116.51,

Considerable purchases were made for departments housed in the 

hospital addition completed during the summer. Furniture and a curved corner 

planter for the new patients' lounge cost $3,000, Dr. Harry J. Jenkins donated 

pictures for the patient admission rooms adjacent to the lounge.

Equipment for the new business office area included a used table and ' 

20 used desks which were purchased for $1,110 and refinished by the carpenter



shop, and 10 letter files. A 10-foot table and 12 walnut side chairs were 

purchased for the new conference room adjoining the business office.

Because of lack of floor space for drawer files, 13 sections of 

Remington Rand shelf files were installed in the new medical record department, 

at a cost of £390, .Each unit of the shelving is 36 inches wide and eight feet 

high, A carrier wa3 installed to lower medical records to the ground floor 

storage area. Other equipment purchased for tho department included two Sound- 

scribor recorders and one transcriber at a cost of $790, two oak desks, a 

22-drawer file, two 9-drawer files for cards, and 1,000 guides and protectors.

Now equipment for the ground floor central service department included 

a 12-gallon carboy water still capable of distilling 10 gallons of water per 

hour, which cost $715] a Janes syringe washer bought for $400; a Whirlpool 

glove washer and dryer;, a Boehm rectal sot and an opthalmoscope.

Principal furniture and fixture purchases were 10 Barcalounger 

chairs, 14 Simmons chairs, 24 Debs rockers, and 12 pairs of siderail3 bought 

for patients' raoni3j two dormitory beds for the nurses' home; a cihorium for 
the chapel; and a spotlight for Our Lady of Victory auditorium.

If the students and faculty of the School of Nursing were asked what 

was the most important piece of equipment acquired by the hospital in 1955, they 

would have no trouble making their decision. A 7ir*ton Chrysler air conditioner 

which cost $1,900 was installed in Classroom I to combat the heat of a Nebraska 

summer. The students raised much of the required amount themselves through 

hamburger sales in their Rumpus Room and cake sales in the hospital lobby. 

Donations from the Creighton Circle and the Alumnae Association, together with 

class gifts, also gave the air conditioner fund a sizeable b mse. An air 

conditioner also was bought for the Rumpus Room.



Seven air conditioners and two room coolers were purchased for Medical 

and Surgical Service; the Obstetrics department had two new air conditioners, 

while units also were installed in both the Pharmacy and Polio exercise gym.

Other equipment purchased for Medical and Surgical Service included 

12 Myrick inhalators to replace Colson inhalators -which proved unsatisfactory; 

a Goraco portable suction pump and six Gomco aspirators costing 0888; three hu

midifiers to provide moist air for patients; a Tomac electiic gastro evacuator; 

a gas dryer for drying surgical rubber gloves; six I, V. standards; and assorted 

stainless steel ware costing $372. An infant scale and two droupette humidity 

and oxygen tents were bought for tho Pediatrics department.

The Surgery department had a bronchoscope, a Gomco pump, and a set of 

anatomy models used in the Instruction of anesthesia students.

A third delivery room was established in the Obstetrics department in 

1955; a MacEachern OB table costing $1,370 was purchased for the room. Other 

equipment in the department included a minor surgical luminaire.

A Raytheon microtherm diathermy machine was bought for the Physical 

Therapy department at a cost of $670.

The Pharmacy had a new General Electric food mixer for preparation of 

prescriptions.

A Pageant sound movie projector and Hilo screen were purchased for 

use by the School of Nursing.

A Toledo pit scale -with a floor-level platform was installed in the 

Stores department addition to weigh in garden produce, meats, poultry and other 

food items purchased on a weight basis. Cost of the scale was $702.

Stainless steel tray carts were bought for different floors and the 

Sisters' refectory. Three stainless steel double-bowl sinks were installed in



serving kitchens on patient floors. The bakery had 40 large-sized bread pans.

An Advance floor maintenance machine, a Frigidaire water cooler, and 

a Clary adding machine were the main purchases for the front office and lobby.

The capacity of tho sheet metal and machine shops v/U3 increased 

greatly by the acquisition of equipment in 1955. A used 10-foot 14-gauge Pexto 

combination sheet metal brake was bought at a cost of $670; a variety of sheet 

metal and machine shop equipment and tools was purchased for $600 from Emil 

Hlavka, a maintenance staff employee who retired during the summer because of 

ill health. Other items included a portable power saw and a Presto weld torch.

The hospital purchased a small International tractor to be used for 

gardening, grass cutting, etc.

Tools added to the Polio Rehabilitation Center workshop at a cost of 

$640 included a Shopsmith, jointer, chisels, wire brush, Jig saws, and an arc 

welder, A Stoen lift scalt;, an alternating pressure point pad, and a Toast

master toaster were other items bought for the Center.

Because the Our Lady of Victory Unit metal windows were conducting too 

much cold, the hospital purchased 34 sliding casement storm vdndows, at a cost 

of $1,555, and 48 Humphrey triple track windows, which cost $1,835, for the Unit*

STAFF

St, Joseph's Hospital lost two of its most highly respected Staff 

members in 1955 with the deaths of Dr. Louis D. McGuire and Dr, Adolph Sachs.

Dr, McGuire, a leading Omaha surgeon, died April 20. A professor of surgery 

at Creighton University School of Medicine, Dr. McGuire held fellowships in 

both the American and International Colleges of Surgeons, After graduating 

from Creighton Medical School in 1917, he completed further studies in Europe 

and a residency in surgery at Mayo Clinic. Dr. McGuire was noted for his fund



raising efforts on behalf of M s  alma mater and, in 1952, received the American 

Meciical Education Foundation's first Award of Merit for his outstanding contri

bution to medical education.

Dr. Adolph Sachs passed away May 2 at St. Joseph's Hospital. After 

his graduation from Creighton in 1907, Dr. Sachs toon graduate work at Berlin, 

Vienna, London, Boston and New York, Like Dr. McGuire, he held many offices in 

professional groups during his lifetime. In 1948 Pope Pius XII named him a 

Knight Commander of the Order of St. Gregory tho Greatj Dr. Sachs was one of 

the few non-Catholics made Knights of 3t. Gregory for their exceptional contri

butions toward the welfare of man. Both Dr. McGuire and Dr. Sachs -were honored 

posthumously at the Creighton University commencement in June when their widows 

were presented with alumni achievement citations.

Nine Staff members were awarded valuable grants for modical research 

during 1955. In June, Dr. Charles M. Valhelmj received a $4,200 grant from the 

American Heart Association to continue his study of the relationship between 

diet and high blood pressure in dogs. He was the only Nebraskan included among 

the 149 scientists given grants by the AHA. In October, Dr. A'ilhelmj was 

awarded a $9,200 grant for the same purpose by the United States Public Health 

Service, The doctor's studies were publicized by the Omaha world Herald in a 

February 27 article which described an operation in which one of the two 

adrenal glands were removed from a dog. Dr, Harry McCarthy performed the 

operation, assisted by anesthetists Lettie '.Tnitten and Richard Dornhoffer of 

St, Joseph'3. Such procedures help researchers to discover new facts about 

high blood pressure.

Other Staff members receiving grants from the Puelic Health Service 

in October were Dr. Leo P, Clements, $4,737 for the study of mesenchyme in the



middle ear; Dr. Richard II. Webber, .$6,805 for study' of the sympathetic trunk 

and connecting rami in the sacral regionj Dr. Victor E, Levine, $4,853 for 

study of the micro-detelimination of carbonyl-bearing compounds; Dr. Jeno Kraiaar, 

$10,130 for study of capillary resistance and the endocrines; and Dr. Alfred W. 

Brody, $4,600 for study of airway and tissue resistance. At the same time, the 

Health Service announced additional grants of $25,000 to set up a cardiovascular 

training program under Dr. Edmond M. WalshJ $15,000 for psychiatric training 

under Dr. Frank ft, Barta, and $25,000 for cancer training under Dr. Richard Egan,

Staff members Joseph J. Borghoff, Leo T. Heywood and William E. Kroupa 

were among tho doctors inducted as fellows of the American College of Surgeons 

at the gi'oup's annual convention November 4 in Chicago.

Dr. Edmond Walsh was elected a governor of the American College of 

Physicians in Philadelphia during the 36th annual meeting of tho group in April.

Two Staff members were appointed in June to five-year terms on the 

Creighton University Board of Lay Regents, They are Dr. Harry N. Boyne and Dr. 

Maurice C. Howard.

Dr. C, M, Wilhelraj was named chairman of the research committee by 

the Nebraska Heart Association in August.

Drs, S. J. Carnazso, J, P, Cogley, D. Arnold Dowell, Harry J, Jenkins, 

James F. Kelly, James F. Kelly, Jr,, William E, Kroupa and the late Louis D. 

McGuire received Awards of Merit from the American Medical Education Foundation 

in September, These eight doctors on St. Joseph's Staff were among nineteen 

to receive the Award throughout the entire country. The Award is made for 

"outstanding contributions to the preservation and continuance of the high 

standards of medical education."

Dr. Maurice S. Grier was installed as president of the Omalia-Midwest



Clinical Society at its annual meeting December 5. Several other Staff members 

serve the group as sectional chairmen.

Brandoi3 Department Store sponsored a special half-hour program over 

WOW-TV which honored Omaha as the medical center of the Midwest. Featured on 

the program were two Staff members, Dr. Harold Neu and Dr. C. M. Wilhelmj.

Several Staff members participated in a Health Fair' at the Omaha City 

Auditorium in March. Appearing on a question-and-answer program in which the 

audience asked about all phases of medical care ’were Dr3. Louis McGuire*

Harold Neu and J. Whitney Kelley.

Drs. John J. Grier and Edmond Walsh were co-chairmen for the seventh 

annual spring medical assembly sponsored by Creighton Medical School, The 

sessions were held at Mercy Hospital in Council Bluffs, Iowa, Guest specialists 

talked on pediatric emergencies, skin ailments, and injuries to tho upper arm.

On one afternoon of the meeting, the doctors toured the Rehabilitation Center 

and cardiovascular laboratory at St, Joseph's Hospital*

The place of psychiatry in medical education was discussed at the new 

Nebraska Psychiatric Institute Building in Omaha on May 1 as part of the obser

vance of Mental Health Week, Dr. Frederick Gillick, Chief of Staff at St. 

Joseph^, participated in the panel discussion,

Dr. Richard L, Egan, assistant dean of the medical school, narrated 

a Creighton University program over Sioux City, Iowa, television station KVTV 

bn May 15. He introduced Dr. R. Dale Smith who presented a demonstration on 

airways in the human body.

Staff members also took part in a later television program sponsored 

by Brandeis Store which saluted the Nebraska Heart Association, Filmed se

quences showed Dr, Theodore F. Hubbard demonstrating heart catheterization at 

St, Joseph'sj Dr, C. M. Wilhelmj with his experiments} and Dr. Geraldine Clement



vdth a process of quick freezing of blood vessels and body tissues for micro

scopic study. Three of the four interviews on the program were with Staff 

members. Dr, Frederick Gillick, president of the Heart Association, vras narra

tor; Drs. Richard Egan and Stephen Magiera also spoke.

Dr. Sebastian J. Carnazzo left Omaha in May for a six-week flying tour 

which covered 12,000 miles. Dr. Carnazzo represented the International College 

of Surgeons and addressed a sectional meeting of that organization in Jersey 

City, New Jersey. He spoke on "Bilateral Oophorectomy and Adrenalectomy for 

Far Advanced Cancer of tho Breast." Me repeated the talk at the group'3 inter

national meeting at Geneva, Switzerland. Dr. and Mrs. Carnazzo also visited 

Berlin, Frankfurt, London .and Rome, vrhere they had an audience vdth Pope Pius.

Dr. V$. J. McMartin and Dr, Maurice C. Howard also traveled to Europe 

this year. Dr. McMartin, president of the American Urological Association, 

attended meetings of the International Congress of Urology in Athens and 

another medical meeting in Beirut. Dr, and Mrs. McMartin's itinerary also 

included Rome, Pari3, London and the Holy Land; they reported that the highlight 

of their trip was visiting the Garden of Gethsamane in the Holy Land.

Dr. Howard attended a medical meeting in Vienna on his European trip. 

Dr. and Mrs, Howard's travels took than to England, Austria, Switzerland, Italy, 

France, Spain, Portugal, and Ireland where they visited the birthplace of Mrs. 

Howard's father. The Howards were especially tlirilled that they were able to 

take part in both a general and a private audience with the Holy Father.

In June, Creighton University announced several faculty changes in

volving Staff members. Dr. Denjamin Lynch, Dean of the School of Dentistry, 

was called into the Army; Dr. Robert Schemel will bo acting dean during hi3 

absence. Dr. Harold Nou resigned a3 director of the Department of Internal 

Medicine at the medical school in order to devote more time to inis work as



director of the Polio Rehabilitation Center at St. Joseph's,

Four exhibits on cardiovascular surgery were presented at the Iova 

State Medical Society meeting in Des Moines in September by Dr. Harry McCarthy, 

He also read a paper, "The Antrum and Present-Day Gastric Surgery," which he 

co-authored vdth Dr. Charles M. W i helmj,

In October, Dr. Frederick Gillick attended a Catholic Hospital Asso

ciation meeting in St. Louis. He is a member of the group's advisory committee.

Dr. W. J. McMartin left October 28 for San Antonio, Texas, where he 

attended a meetirg of the south central section of the American Urological. 

Association,

The first scientific meeting of the new Nebraska Obstetrics Society 

took place December 4 in Grand Island, Nebraska. Dr. Maurice Grier is president 

of the group.

Members of the hospital Staff held their annual student-faculty party 

at Our Lady of Victory auditorium on February 10. Dr. T. T. Smith served as 

chairman for the party.

A Salk Vaccine Conference was held April 14 in the auditorium. Dr.

J. Harry Murphy spoke on "Epidemiology of Poliomyelitis," Dr. James M. Severer 

on "Virology," and Dr, Robert Gregg on "Salk Vaccine." Interns, medical stu

dents, technicians, nurses and residents attended the meeting.

The parts which physicians and hospitals arc expected to play in the 

event of a community emergency were outlined in a panel discussion on "Survival 

Under Disaster Conditions" on May 3, The discussion was a special feature of 

a regular Staff meeting. Representatives of civil and military defense organ

izations took part in the discussion which was moderated by Dr, Harry H. 

McCarthy. Participants included Dr. Charles F. Blankenship, United States 

Public Health Service, Kansas City, Missouri; W. Dean Noyes, Director of Civil



Defense, Omaha; Brigadier Goneral L, E. Griffis and Colonels George C. Bess and 

A. F, Meyer, all of the Strategic Air Command, Offut Field, Nebraska.

St, Joseph's was the scene November 11 of the ninth annual Ebon J, 

Carey Memorial Lecture. Dr. Edmund A. Smolik of the Department of Neuro

surgery, St. Louis University, spoke on the effects of brain damage due to 

blows on the head.

The Very Rev. Carl M, Reiriort, S. J., president of Creighton Univer

sity, was the main speaker at the annual Christmas dinner for the medical 

Staff held in the auditorium on December 15. He paid special tribute to thir

teen doctors with long service records. The doctors and their years of service: 

Louis B. Bushman, 49; Louis E, Moon, 43; John R, Kleyla, 38; Earl A. Connolly, 

37; Maurice C. Howard, 36; James F, Kelly, Sr., 36; J. Harry Murphy, 35;

William L. Sucha, 35; John J. O'Hearn, 32; Arthur J. Offerman, 31; J. Jay 

Keegan, 30; Arthur 0. Johnson, 29; and Fred V/atke, 24. Also honored was Attor

ney J:. A. C. Kennedy who has represented the hospital for 55 years.

Members of the Catholic Physicians Guild joined in the first national 

celebration in honor of St. Luke with a Mass and breakfast at St. Joseph’s on 

October 16, Archbishop Gerald T. Bergan saluted the 250 members of the medical 

and nursing professions who were present for following Christ's teachings. Dr. 

John D. Hartigan played the organ for the special "White Mass" honoring St.

Luke. OfiUcers of the Guild this year are Dr, James E. Ryder, president; Dr.

S. J. Carnazzo, vice-president; Dr. Joseph J. Borghoff, secretary; and Dr. 

Stephen Uagiera, treasurer.

A one-day retreat for physicians was held at St. Joseph's on December 

16. Father Dominic, 0. S. 0., of Conception, Missouri, conducted the devotions 

and conferences -which followed the 7 ’• 00 a. m. Mass.

An article in the Omaha World Herald in January described the busy



routine required in the Dr. A. J. Lombardo household to rear six-month-old 

triplets in addition to seven older children. The triplets were uorn at St, 

Joseph's on July .18, 1954.

SCHOOL OF NURSING

Fifty-nine freshman nursing students received their caps at the annual 

ceremony held in Our Lady of Victory auditorium February 6. Guest speaker was 

the Very Rev. Msgr. Daniel J. Sheehan, J. 0. D., chancellor of the archdiocese 

of Omaha. Sister Mary Louis, director of the School of Nursing, conducted the 

capping ceremony, assisted by Mrs, Maxine Jacks, assistant director, and Mary 

Ami Moore, class sponsor. Following the ceremony, a reception for the girls 

was held in the recreation room of the nurses' home.

Among the parents and friends watching the ceremony was Mrs. Mary 

Bonnemier for whom the ceremony had special meaning. Mrs. Bonnemier's daughter 

Joan was one of the girls who -were capped. Circumstances prevented Mrs. Bonne

mier from realizing her girlhood ambition to be-a nurse so, in 1954# she took 

a course in practical nursing. She now is employed at St. Joseph's where she 

will have the pleasure of working side by side with her student-nurse daughter.

Fifty-four senior students 'were graduated from the School of Nursing 

in ceremonies held June 2 by Creighton University. For the first time, commence

ment exercises were held in Omaha's new Civic Auditorium. Two of the seniors, 

Class president Mary Ann Bartholet and Dorothy Joanne Curran, ’wore awarded 

scholarships covering one semester of advanced work at Creighton by the Alumnae 

Association.

The Creighton Circle honored the senior students with a party at 

the Happy Hollow Club on May 4, Mrs, Henry L. Dworalc was chairman for the lunch

eon. The Omaha Aohletic Club was the scene of the May 12 banquet for the seniors.



Special guests at the dinner wore members of the I930 class who gathered for a 

silver anniversary reunion.

Senior Skip Day was May 17. A Mass and breakfast for graduates was 

held May 29 and the Creighton University graduation dinner took place on May 3I.

Seven states we re represented among the 66 students who enrolled for 

the fall class at St. Joseph'3. In addition, Sister Mary Louis reported that 

45 senior students from 11 other schools are enrolled for training in psychi

atric nursing. Three of the freshmen, Carole Alter, Patricia Revcillac and 

Patricia Weisshaar, are following in the footsteps of older sisters who gradu

ated from St. Jooeph's. Total enrollment of the school is I65, A tea on 

September 13 gave new students and their parents a chance to become acquainted 

with the school.

In August, Creighton announced that the University's College of Nurs

ing had been raised to the status of Department of Nursing in order to stimulate 

more interest in the nursing field. Dorothy E. Vossen -was named director of 

the newly-formed department.

Something new was added to the curriculum of nursing students in 

1955. Senior students participated in a course given by the Red Cross which 

qualified them as home nursing instructors. Seniors culminate the 30-hour 

course by teaching one 14-hour community class in the fundamentals of home 

nursing. The students have taught the course, which includes lessons on nutri

tion, care of the sick in the home, improvised sickroom equipment, and emergency 

care, at Tech High School and the Good Shepherd Home.

Eight nurses wore appointed to faculty membership during the year to 

fill vacancies resulting from resignations. New instructors and their fields: 

Catherine Corboy, obstetric nursing; Donna DeMars, pediatric nursing; Marilyn



Kaasch, medical-surgical nuroingj Fa’s. Mathilda Kramer, student health nurse; 

Elaine Leise, clinical assistant in medical-surgical nursing; RosaLec Raymond, 

clinical assistant in rehabilitation nursing; Constance Rojas, medical-surgical 

nursing; and Barbara Welsh, psyciiiatric nursing.

St. Joseph's School of Nursing sponsored several institutes for 

nurses during the year. At sessions held at the hospital on April 11, speakers 

discussed the various problems encountered in providing "Quality Patient Care." 

Sister Mary Louis conducted a -workshop on "Improvement of Patient Care" for the 

head nurses of St, Elizabeth Hospital in Lincoln in April; she repeated the 

course for nurses of Lincoln General Hospital in Juno. Sister Ann Francis 

assisted with the June workshop. Head nurses of Nebraska hospitals conducted 

by the Sisters of St. Francis gathered at St. Joseph's on November 14 for a 

fourth institute on improved patient care. Lieutenant Commander Edna Scheips,

U. S. N., nurse procurement officer, was guest speaker.

Several faculty and student body members held offices in professional 

groups in 1955. Sister Mary Louis served as chairman of the State League of 

Nursing Committee on Practical Nursing. Sister Ann Francis was secretary- 

treasurer of the Nebraska Conference of the Catholic Hospital Association. Mrs. 

Joan Maher served as secretary of the Omaha Council of Catholic Nurses; Mrs. 

Shirley Rie-ke, dietetian, was secretary of the Nebraska Dietetic Association. 

Joan Richabaugh vni3 elected president of District Two of the Nebraska State 

Nurses Association.

Meetings of local, state and national professional groups drew 

faculty members and student nurses throughout the year. The annual conference 

of the Nebraska State League for Nursing was hold in Lincoln April 14-15. In 

addition to panel discussions, the program featured a play, "The Bride of



Darkness," put on by students from St, Joseph's. Directed by Mrs. Geraldine 

Jofilin, head of psychiatric nursing education at the hospital, student Ann 

Girardot portrayed the leading character. Barbara Welsh attended the League's 

national convention in St. Loui3.

Others attending meetings included Mrs. Margaret Began, Venereal 

Disease Institute held in Omaha; Joan Sheehan, State Dietetic Association meet

ing, Lincoln; Constance Rojas, Hospital Library Institute, Atchison, Kansas; 

Helen Formanek, American Nurse Association SACT Section Institute, Des Koines; 

Rosa Leo Raymond, Graduate Workshop on Nursing in Poliomyelitis, Children's 

Hospital, Boston; Sister Ann Francis, Institute for Operating Room Nurses, 

Columbus, Ohio; Sister M. Eleanor, Poliomyelitis Institute held at the South

western Respiratory Center, Houston, Texas; Mrs. Maxine Jack3, Joan Sheehan 

and Donna DeMars, a conference on "The Cardiac at Home" sponsored by the 

Nebraska Heart Association.

On the religious side, students attended a three-day retreat in 

January conducted by Father Anthony Maher, C, P. The annual May Procession and 

Crowning took place May 10 with Mary Ann Anderson, prefect of the Sodality, 

as May Queen. The procession started at Our Lady of Victory auditorium and led 

through hospital grounds into the chapel.

Throughout the year the Sodality maintained two pamphlet racks in 

the hospital to provide spiritual booklets and current Catholic raagazlncs for 

the enjoyment of patients and visitors. On December 8, the Sodality sponsored 

a Christmas party for the kindergarten children at St. Benedict's Parish in 

Omaha.

Social activities kept students buoy during their spare moments. 
Students from St. Joseph's were among those attending a tea at the Fontenolle



Hotel on January 24. Representatives of the military nurse corps described 

opportunities in military nursing to the students.

Senior Julie Doyle was crowned Queen of Hearts at tho seventh annual 

Sweetheart Ball held at Peony Par!: on February 7 . Dr. John Ewing,of St. Joseph's 

Staff, acted as master of ceremonies at tho Ball.

The Junior-Senior From was held at the Blackstone Hotel on April 18. 

Student Luann McTaggart was master of ceremonies.

Students Sonya Sevon, Charlotte Aldera and Joan Gregorius were chosen 

to model in the Style Show sponsored by the Creighton Circle in February.

Two student nurses were honored as queens of Creighton University 

functions. Helen Hall reigned as Helen of Troy amid Interfraternity Ball fes

tivities at Peony Park on February 21, Mary Patricia Burns was chosen queen 

of Creighton’s Homocoming activities in November,

St. Joseph's Alumnae Association held its annual Homocoming in the 

auditorium the afternoon of October 2. After a tour of the hospital, guests 

were entertained with a program and picnic supper. Sheila Donahue was chairman. 

Officers of the Alumnae group for 1955 were Mary Aim Moore, president; Frances 

Sullivan, vice-president; Estella Stevens, secretary; and Elizabeth Gishpert, 

treasurer.

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

Two special Masses wero celebrated at St. Joseeh's during March. On 

Saturday, March 19, Archbishop Gerald T. Bergan pontificated at a solemn High 

Mass honoring St. Joseph, patron of the hospital. The L'ass was celebrated in 

the main hospital chapel.

On the following morning, the feat of Our lady of Victory, a Mass 

was said in Christ the King Chapel to commemorate the fourth anniversary of 

the opening of Our Lady of Victory Unit. Benefactors wore invited to the Mass



and breakfast in the auditorium.

Students from Omaha's three Catholic colleges gathered at St. Joseph's 

on March 13 for their annual Marian Congress, Archbishop Bergen opened the 

meeting with Mass in the main chapel; subsequent conferences were held through

out the day in the auditorium. The Rev. Vincent L. Decker, S. J., of Creighton 

University presided over the Congress.

Forty Hours Devotion began at St. Joseph's on April 17 with a High 

Ma33 at 3:00 a. m. The Rev. Robert Ga3s of Assumption Parish gave the sermon 

on Sunday evening; the Rev. John Vernon of Sts, Peter and Paul on Monday;-and 

the Rev. John Foley, S. J., of Creighton University on Tuesday night.

The Rev. John J. O'Brien, who has been assisting vdth chaplain's 

duties at tho hospital since 1954, celebrated his silver jubilee in the priest

hood in June. Father O'Brien, a native of Ireland, traveled to Paterson, New 

Jersey, in June to celebrate a Mas3 of thanksgiving at St. Joseph's Church in 

Paterson where he offered his first solemn Mass on June 14, 1930, and where 

his mother and other members of his family are still parishioners. Father 

O'Brien spent most of his priestly efforts between ordination and 1954 in 

parishes in Omaha and other Nebraska towns,

OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

Mother Mary Fabiana, Mother General of the Poor Sisters of St. Francis 

Seraph, spent several days during the last of April visiting St. Joseph's Hos

pital as part of her extensive tour of the United States. Mother Fabiana, 

accompanied by her secretary, Sister II. Hildegarde, arrived in the United States 

in March from the world motherhouse in Olpe, Westphalia, Germany, to spend six 

months visiting the various hospitals and schools staffed by the Order. Mother 

Mary Asella, superior of the Western Province, accompanied the two German sisters



on their trip through the Western Province.

iVhilo at St. Joseph's, Mother Fabiana said that a shortage of nurses 

and crowds of refugees have put a heavy burden on tho hospitals in West Germany. 

The problem of staffing the hospitals is made most acute since there are too 

few Sisters and too fev/ nurses of any kind in Germany. Mother also stated that 

the East German authorities have not interfered with the Sistei’s' operation of 

St, Elizabeth's Hospital in East Germany.

On April 26, Mother Fabiana and Mother Asalia were special guests at 

the celebration marking the 50th or golden jubilees of five Sisters stationed 

at St. Joseph's. The golden jubilarians were Sisters M. Liberia, Humiliana, 

Medarda, Albertina and Dulcessima. Celebrating her 25th or silver jubilee on 

the same date v/as Sister K. Hyacinth.

The Rev. Hilarian Lapinski, 0. F. II., pastor of Immaculate Conception, 

celebrated the solemn High Mass marking tho jubilees. Assisting as deacon 'was 

John J. Foley, S, J., while Henry Linn, S. J., served as sub-dcacon. Rev. 

Charles II. Stras3berger was master of ceremonies. A reception for relatives 

and friends of tho jubilarian3 was held following the religious ceremonies.

Sister M, Liberia Kozjan, a native of Steelton, Pennsylvania, entered 

the Franciscan Order in 1905 at Cleveland, Ohio. She served in several hospitals, 

including St. Elizabeth's in Lincoln, before coming to Omaha in 1916. She 

established St. Joseph's School of X-ray Technology here, which she still heads, 

and, in 1923, was the first nun to take the national X-ray technician examin

ations. Sister was elected first president of the Nebraska State Association 

of X-ray Technologists in 1931.

Sister U. Muniliana Schreiner, a native of Germany, entered religious 

life at Olpe, Westphalia, Germany, in 1905, and later in the same year came to 

Lafayette, Indiana. After retiring from nursing duties because of ill health,



Sister coxae to St. Joseph's in 1929, ’where she was placed in charge of special 

dining rooms for interns, priests and visitors. Yflien the pneumatic tube system 

was inaugurated in August, 1950, Sister assumed her present job as supervisor 

of the central disi>atch room. She spends her spare moments doing handicraft 

and 3ewing. Holiday cards, calendar pictures, scrap material of all kind3, 

even vised I. V. tubing, take on a now look as Sister turns them into sewing 

baskets, picture frames, and other decorative articles that find a ready market. 

Sister Albertina (Paulina) Bednarz, also a native of Germany, entered 

the Order at Olpe in 1904, coming to the United States later that year. She 

engaged in laundry and bakery work at hospitals in Indiana, Illinois and Grand 

Island, Nebraska, before retiring to St. Joseph's in 1950,

Sister Dulcissima Gergen was born in Shickley, Nebraska, and 

worked at St. Joseph's for a year before entering the Order at Lafayette, 

Indiana, in 1904. After serving as a seamstress at hospitals in Lincoln and 

Columbus, Nebraska, Si3ter came to St. Joseph’s as a patient in 1952.

Sister Medarda (Elizabeth) Drueppel was born at St. Bernard, Nebraska, 

and entered the Order in Omaha in 1904. After assignments in Indiana, Colorado 

and outstate Nebraska, she came to St. Joseph's for 13 years. She later 'worked 

as a nurse in hospitals in Tennessee, Colorado, Columous and Kearney, Nebraska, 

before retiring to St, Joseph's in 1954*

Sister Hyacinth Wilmot, celebrating her 25th anniversary, v/as born 

in Omaha. Like Sister Dulcissima, she worked at St. Joseph’s before entering 

the Order in 1929. Sister Hyacinth served at an Indiana hospital, the western 

Province motherhouse in Colorado, and an orphanage in New Mexico before coming 

to St, Joseph's in 1944 as refectory supervisor.

Outstate visitors here for the jubilee celebration included Sisters M,



Ekaerentiana, Emelina, Auralia, and Antonius from St, Mary's Hospital, Columbus, 

and Sisters H. Fasqualina and Simpliciana from Grand Island.

The Sisters at St. Joseph's welcomed a new Superior in August. Suc

ceeding Sister L*. Samuela Yonker as Superior of the Sisters at St, Joseph's was 

Sister M. Pacifica Voletz, a native of Omaha, Sister Samuela was transferred 

to St, Francis Hospital, Grand Island, after serving Q3 Superior for six years.

Sister Pacifica came to St. Joseph's from St. Elizabeth Retreat,

Denver, Colorado. Previously, Sister had served as Administrator and Superior 

of St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lincoln. She also had been stationed at hospitals 

in Indiana, Tennessee, Grand Island and Kearney, Nebraska.

Two members of tho Community died at St. Joseph's in 1955. Death 

came suddenly January 20 for Sister M. Paphnutia Schenklevd.cz, who had been 

stationed at the hospital as convent mistress for 20 years. A severe heart 

attack suffered during the evening meal resulted in Sister's death one hour later.

A native of East Prussia, Sister Paphnutia entered the Order at Olpe, 

Germany, in 1904 and came to the United States that same year. She was sta

tioned at hospitals in Indiana, Ohio, and Grand Island before taking charge of 

the Sisters' convent at St. Joseph's in 1934. Nad she lived, Sister would have 

celebrated her golden jubilee in February. Funeral services were held January 

22 in the chapel. The Rev. Charles H. Strassberger celebrated the solemn 

Requiem High Mass, assisted by Rev. John J. O'Brien and Rev. Yaroslav Swyschulc. 

Burial was in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.

Sister M, Bonosia Kozicki, a native of Omaha and teacher at Immaculate 

Conception school for tho past four years, passed array February 11 at St.

Joseph's, where she had been a patient since July, 1954. Sister entered the 

Order in Lafayette, Indiana, in 1919. She taught at schools in Indiana, Colura-



bus and Tarnov, Nebraska, and at St. Stanislaus school in Omaha.

Funeral services were held February 15 at the hospital chapel vdth 

Rev. Hilarian Lapinski, 0. S. F., celebrating the Requiem High Mass. Burial 

was at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.

A retreat for the Sisters was held at the hospital January 10-15. A 

second retreat, for the Sisters attending school, was held August 5-10 with 

Rev, Raphael McDonald as retreat master.

Among the young women receiving the Franciscan habit at the Mother- 

house in Colorado Springs on August 12 v/as Rita Beason, who first became 

interested in the Order while hospitalised at St. Joseph's, She was given the 

name of Sister M. Anthony. One of the Sisters who recited first vows v/as 

Sister M. Ann Thomas who, as Nancy Gray, graduated from St. Joseph'3 .School of 

Nursing in 1952. Following her profession of vows, Sister Ann Thomas v/as 

assigned nursing duties at St. Anthony Hospital, Denver,

Si3ters M. Carmelia, Louisine and Imelda attended a seminar sponsored 

by the Association of Hospital Pharmacists of tho Midwest at Creighton College 

of Pharmacy on February 19. Sisters Louisine and Imelda were among the 40 

students making the annual Pharmacy school education trip November 12-18, For 

the first half of the trip, the students were guests of the Parke-Davio Company 

in Detroit where they v/ere shown the latest manufacturing techniques in the 

pharmaceutical industry. Later they visited the Upjohn, Inc. plant at Kalamazoo, 

Michigan, before returning to Omaha.

On January 19, Sister Hyacinth, refectory supervisor, left for a visit 

to the Hothcrhouse in Colorado Springs, accompanied by Sister Li. Gorina. Sister 

Einanucl came from St. Anthony's Hospital in Denver to substitute for Sister 

Hyacinth during her absence.

Si3ter Samuela returned to St, Joseph'3 on February 18 after spending



six: and a half weeks at St. Francis Hospital, Grand Island, recuperating from 

a heart attack.

Archbishop Gerald T. Bergan presided at coremonies March 27 marking 

the dedication of St. Stanislaus Church in Omaha, Sisters M. Samuela, Corneli- 

ana, Justa, Thea, Louisine, Imelda, Manuel, Eleanor, Ann Francis, Phyllis Ann, 

Georgette and Georgina attended the dedication services.

The funeral for Staff member Dr. Loui3 D, McGuire was held at St. 

Cecilia's Cathedral on April 23. Sisters M, Samuela, Ann Francis, Hyacinth, 

Romualda, Rosita and Raphaelis attended, plus a delegation of nurses.

Sisters L. Samuela, Miriam, Carmclia, and Crescentia attended the 

funeral of Dr. Adolph Sachs on May 5.

On July 7, Sister M. Coluaba left St, Joseph's Hospital for her new 

post at St, Elizabeth's in Lincoln.

Several Sisters living at the hospital while studying at Creighton 

University during the summer session attended a picnic July 7 at St. Columban's 

Mission in Bellevue, Entertainment included a softball game, tennis and wallcs

around the mission grounds. The Columban Fathers furnished refreshments and 

bus transportation for all the summer school Sisters at Creighton.

The same week, Sisters M. Rosita, Manuel, Justa, Albertildis, Eleanor, 

Liliosa, Colette, Noretta, Carmclia, Louisine and Pius visited the new Mother- 

house of the Mercy Sisters in Omaha at the time of dedication.

On July 13, tho Knights of Columbus sponsored a picnic which Sisters 

M, Samuela, Tobia, Charlotte, Thea, Albertildis, Georgette, Manuel, Louisine, 

Hyacinth and Ju3ta attended.

A transfer during July resulted in a new supervisor for the surgical 

department. Secceeding Sister Ann Francis, who left July 26 for 8t, Anthony's



Hospital in Denver where she assumed duties as director of nursing, is Sister M. 

Marcellosa. Sister Marcellosa, who came to St, Joseph's from St. Elizabeth's in 

Lincoln, forgmerly wa3 stationed here as supervisor of Third North.

Sisters Li. Samuela and Crescentia traveled to Nebraska City on July 27 

for the funeral of Rev. J. Krause, C. P. P, S. Father Krause, pastor of St. 

Benedict's in Nebraska City, died at St. Joseph's on July 25,

The Lied Buick Company furnished a new automobile for an August 11-18 

trip to Colorado. Sisters M. Miriam, Romualda and Mary Louis left for the 

Motherhouse in Colorado Springs, accompanied by Marlocn Fuxa, R, N., senior 

student Virginia Tribulato and PBX operator Mrs. Louise Norris.

Sister M. Carmelia, supervisor of the Fharmacy at St. Joseph's, 

spent a week in September at Mercy Hospital, Toledo, Ohio, discussing pharmacy 

problems with Sister Mary John, R, S. M.

Eight of the hospital Sisters and four school Sisters were privileged 

to hear a concert given by the Santa Cecilia Chuir at tho Boys Town Music Hall 

on October 15. Bonaventura Somma directed the choir.

On October 30, Sister M. Chrysostoma returned to 5t. Joseph’s from 

the Motherhouse in Colorado, Sister M. Rosita, viio also visited there in 

October, returned shortly after.

St. Mary's Hospital in Columbus celebrated the 75th anniversary of 

its founding in November. Sisters M, Romualda and Consolata, together with Mr. 

and Mrs. Bath, attended the 5:00 p. m. Mass on November 8 which officially 

started the three-day celebration.

Many of the Sisters were able to attend Christmas parties given by 

Creighton University and Cosgravo Church Goods Company. Sisters M. Justa, 

Erhardina, Hyacinth, Martinia, Charlotte, Georgette, Louisine, Eleanor, Thea



and Paphnutiana attended the Cosgrave party. Present at a tea given on December 

2? at the Creighton cafeteria were Sisters M, Rosita, Carmelia, Ann Francis,

Mary Louis and Imelda. A showing of tho movie, "Marty," followed an address by 

Creighton University President Carl M, Reinert, S. J,

OTHER NOTES OF INTEREST

The 75th anniversary of the arrival in Omaha of the first band of 

Franciscans to take over the ownership and management of St. Joseph's Hospital 

was commemorated vdth appropriate religious ceremonies at the hospital April 17.

A High Mass of thanksgiving was celebrated in the chapel by the Rev. 

Cliarles II, Strassberger. The opening of Forty Hours Devotion at a later Mass 

inaugurated three days of religious services a3 the highlight of the Diamond 

Jubilee celebration.

It was on April 17, 1880, that the first group of four brown-robed 

nuns arrived in Omaha to take over from the Mercy Sisters the original hospital, 

then located at Twelfth and Mason Streets. Heading the group was Sister M. 

Alphorisa, who had been stationed previously at St. Mary's Hospital in Columbus, 

and who had been appointed first Superior of the Sisters at St. Joseph's. With 

her were Sisters M. Anna, Hedwig and Philomena. Growing from 28 beds in 1880 

to 585 bed3 and 60 bassinets in 1955, St. Joseph'3 now ranks aa tho largest 

Catholic hospital west of the Missouri River.

Spring festivities at Creighton University marked the Golden Jubilee 

celebrations of the School of Dentistry and tho College of Pharmacy. Fifty 

years of dental education were commemorated April 20-22 with exhibits for, and 

business and social meetings of the School's alumni. Dr. Daniel F. Lynch of 

Washington, D. C., president of the American Dental Association, was the main 

speaker at tho dinner-dance on April 21. The Pharmacy School celebrated its



50th anniversary May 11-12.

An opportunity for interested persons to become better acquainted r/ith 

•the operation of an institution for the mentally ill vjas afforded at 3t. Joseph's 

Sunday, Hay 1. As our observance of Mental Health Leek, the hospital opened 

various departments of Our Lady of Victory Unit to the general public from 1 to 

9 p, m. Visitors were shown treatment areas and therapy units, together with 

a film on mental health. Displays in the auditorium included an exhibit of 

handicraft dono oy patients and an display of the electroencephlograph, the 

"brain wave" machine. The device, designed to discover, confirm and locate the 

area of mental diseases, is capable of "mapping" eight different areas of the 

brain in unison.

Students from the School of Nursing and from the Creighton Medical 

School appeared in a drama, "The Bride of Darkness," at 7?30 p. m. in the audi

torium. The play, written by Catholic University student Pat Treadwell, 
deals with schizophrenia, rao3t co-mon mental disease in.America. In the cast 

were Ann Girardot, William Doherty, Ed Schnoor and Carlos Torres. Theresa 

Muller, R. N., led a brief discussion on schizophrenia after the play.

National Hospital Week was observed in Nebraska the week of May 8.

In keeping with the theme, "lour Hospital, a Tradition of Service," St. Joseph's 

held open house.

Due to major changes in the hospital'3 supply of electric current, a 

planned interruption of lights and power took place on October 12, All electric 

current for lights was shut off for fifteen minutes beginning at noon. All

power was off from noon to four p. m. During this four-hour period, power for 

emergency service only was provided for the north elevator. During the fifteen- 

minute period of total interruption, the Omaha Fire Department supplied current



to iron lungs and respirators in the Rehabilitation Center, In addition, the 

Fire Department provided a 2,500 watt generator and 1000 foot cord for emergencies. 

Nasal administration of oxygen was administered. with the cooperation of all 

hospital personnel, tho interruption of lights and power was handled smoothly.

Although St. Joseph's no longer conducts a school for practical nurses, 

the institution retains interest in the training of px’actical nurses in Omaha, 

Twenty-eight student practical nurses -were capped at ceremonies in St, Joseph's 

auditorium on July 10. The nurses were members of the ninth class of tho Omaha 

Public Schools Vocational Nursing program. Preceding the capping, a breakfast 

was held at the Omaha Athletic Club; women interested in entering the fall class 

were invited to the tea which followed the capping ceremonies.

Nebraska's first practical nursing license went to a March, 1950, 

graduate of St. Joseph's School of Practical Nursing, Mrs. Louise Casey, Aa 

secretary of the Practical Nurse Association of Nebraska, Mr3. Casey v/as active 

in the movement to obtain passage of the licensing law which became effective 

in September,

A woman vrho devoted nearly 55 of the 80 years of her life to hospital 

service at St. Joseph's and thus became the oldest employee in years as well as

in continuous service died at the hospital May 28 after a prolonged illness.

She was Miss Agnes Jucbben who started working at the hospital in November, 1900. 

Her home was at St. Helena, Nebraska. A requiem High Mass for her was cele

brated May 31 in tho hospital chapel by the Rev. Charles H. Strassoerger, 

chaplain. Burial was at St. Mary Magdalene’s cemetery.

Employees of the hospital responded generously to an appeal by the 

American Red Cross for blood donations. The bloodmobile visited St. Joseph's 

April 25 and collected 55 pint3 of blood.
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The Respiratory and Rehabilitation Center

Creighton M emorial St. Joseph’s H ospital

2305 South Tenth Street



The Rehabilitation Center, which is an integral unit of the Creighton 
Memorial St. Joseph's Hospital, is operated jointly by the hospital and 
the Creighton University School of Medicine. It is the first comprehensive 
private rehabilitation facility established in the State of Nebraska.

It is organized to carry on an educational program and research at 
the same time it provides medical and rehabilitation services to patients. 
These are provided on an in-patient basis as well as an out-patient basis.

"Medical Social Service"

The goal of rehabilitation is the restoration of the individual to his 
maximum capabilities with self-care, full participation in his family life 
and social environment, and independence through a vocation which is 
satisfying. The primary purpose of in-patient care is to provide an inte
grated program of total care. Thus a team approach is required. Many 
professions are involved in the rehabilitation team, physicians, both 
generalist and specialist, rehabilitation nurses, physical, occupational, 
and speech and hearing therapists, clinical psychologists, social workers, 
and vocational counselors, who must coordinate their services if the 
patient is to receive maximum benefit.



Not all physicians have the training, equipment or time to care for 
the severely handicapped patient. It is estimated that 80% of the phys
ically handicapped patients might be cared for by an adequately trained 
family physician, but 20% are so severely disabled that they need the 
care of a team.

This is the purpose of the in-patient service of a Rehabilitation Cen
ter. Out-patients may only require one or two of the special services for 
adequate care.

The Rehabilitation Center provides services for complete medical 
evaluation, physical conditioning, psycho-social adjustment and pre-voca- 
‘ ional exploration, all of which are valuable in the rehabilitation of the 
patient.

"Nursing Service"

Patients who may require rehabilitation are those with strokes, 
arthritis, heart disease, neurological disorders such as poliomyelitis,



multiple sclerosis, muscular dystrophy, traumatic disorders such as am
putations, paraplegia. Although all age groups are accepted in the Re

habilitation Center, it is recommended that young children be sent to 
Centers designed for such specialized care.



"Vocational Testing and Counseling"

Procedures For Admission

All patients must be referred by a private physician and/or agency. 
Application for Admission forms will be mailed, and after review ap
pointment will be scheduled. Physicians, or agencies, desiring to secure 
admission of patients to the Center should communicate by letter or 
telephone with the Medical Director and secure approval of the Applica
tion for Admission before sending the patient to the Center. Failure to 
observe this rule will necessitate return of the patient. Upon completion 
of the patient's evaluation or rehabilitation, a complete report is sent to 
the referring physician and/or agency.
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Carol Pryor, medical technician employed, in the bactez'iology labora

tory at St, Joseph's, returned to her alma mater, the College of St, Mary, on 
Karen 11 to talk on medical technology as a career. Miss Pryor conducted a 

question-and~an3wer session for the students and also showed the..: a film,

"Medical Technologist."

A four-man psychiatric team from St* Joseph's volunteered its services 

in the drive against juvenile delinquency. Peter J. Eisbach, psycliiatric social 

worker, Martin D. Haykin, clinical psychologistj Herbert J. Larson, vocational 

psychologistj and l)r, Chester Farrell, psychiatrist, will consult with the Police 

Department on juvenile cases where psychiatric advice appears to be needed.

Volunteer instructors at a two-day institute for cooks in small 

hospitals, hold at North Platte, Nebraska in August, included St. Joseph's 

dietetian Ellie Sheridan. The institute, which v/as co-sponsored by the Nebraska

Dietetics and Nebraska Hospital Associations, included lectures, demonstrations 

and discussions on nutrition, menu planning and the use of leftovers.

The lineage of Viola Tyndall, practical nurse- employed at St. Joseph's, 

was written up in the Omaha ’Norid Herald during March. Miss Tyndall is the 

great-grandniece of Logan Fontenelle, chief of the Omaha Tribe.

Mrs, Cephas Cain, .who in 1942 v/as the first colored nurse hired at 

the hospital, celebrated her 25th wedding anniversary in November. Sisters M. 

Crescentia and Romualda attended the reception honoring Mr. and Mrs. Cain,

Volume I, Nu'.ibor 1 of a new Pharmacy Bulletin appeared in July. The 

Bulletin will be used to relay pharmacy news and to remind hospital personnel 

of procedures governing the distribution of drugs.

August 30 was Business-Industry-Education Day for Omaha public school 

teachers, A group of teachers spent the day at St. Joseph's, learning about 

the operation of a large hospital.



The most interesting of the visitors i.o the hospital during 1955 was 

Heinz L, Krekeler, German Ambassador to the United States, Ambassador Krekeler 

came to the hospital in March to visit a patient, Mrs. Chris M. Gruenther,

mother of NATO Commander General Alfred Gruenthor. The Ambassador came to 

Omaha to address a Creighton University honor fraternity,

A long-time friend of the hospital, Val J. Peter, was honored by 

Germany’ vdth its highest civilian award on April 24. In awarding him the 

Officers' Cross of the Order of Merit, Dr. Theodore Heuss, President of the 

Federal Republic of Germany, pointed out Mr. Peter's efforts to help German 

refugees during the Hitler regime and for his relief work among Germans in 

Omaha after World War II. A reception at the German-American Home also marked 

Mi*. Peter's 80th birthday and his golden wedding anniversary. The wedding 

anniversary was observed April 26 with a mass of thanksgiving at St. Joseph's 

Church,

Sisters M. Crescentia, Consolata, Dernardia and Edwardina witnessed 

an unusual ceremony on September 5 when they attended the dedication of the 

Assumption Catholic Church of the Byzantine Rite. Mr, Bath and Mr. Meis were 

also present. The church was dedicated by His Excellency the Most Rev, Con

stantine Bohachewsky, Apostolic Exarch for Ulcranian Catholics in the United 

States.

The first Ukrainians, displaced persons from World Afar II, arrived 

in Omaha in 1949. Among them was the Rev. Jaroslav Swyschuk. For several 

years, Father Swyschuk celebrated Mass for his congregation at tho hospital 

chapel each Sunday at 9:00 a. m. As enough families arrived to support a 

church of their own, they bought St. John's Orthodox Greek Church six blocks 

west of the hospital and renovated it vdth their own labor. Father Swyschuk, 

better known as Father Jerry, is pastor of the new* Assumption parish. He



took his final examination to become a naturalized citizen this year and now 

encourages the 62 families of his parish who are displaced persons also to 

became citizens. Father Swyschuk still celebrates his ’weekday masses at the 

hospital chapel.

Patients at St, Joseph's received more than their fair share of 

publicity in 1955. Susan Elizabeth Wheeler, first Omaha baby of 1955> arrived 

at St. Joseph's at 3:15 a, m. on New Year's Day. Susan is the daughter of Mr. 

and Mrs. Gcox-ge II. kheeler of Omaha,

Dr. A. D, Brown, a patient at the hospital in April, realized how 

much the people of Central City, Nebraska, missed him during his hospitalization 

when he received a get-well Easter card signed by more than 300 fellow townsmen. 

Dr, Brown ha3 practiced at Central City for 42 years.

Three young Omahans who were all treated at St. Joseph's for practic

ally identical injuries found themselves in the same hospital room at St. Mary's 

Hospital, Rochester, Minnesota. The three 20-year-olds, Howard Shoehigh,

Alfred Acamo, Jr., and Louis Dreier, are all paralyzed by neck or spine fractures 

suffered in sports accidents.

Larry Graniewski and his daughter, Maureen, 3|, shared a room in the 

pediatrics department April 24. Both underwent tonsillectomies.

In a May 24 article, the World Herald described the plight of 3-year- 

old Ronnie Clincher, a patient at St. Joseph's since his admission on January 

10. Ronhic suffered from tuberculosis of the brain which had left him partially 

paralyzed. Under the patient care of physical therapists, Ronnie regained 

control of most of his body. But nono of the physical therapy apparatus was 

sized to exercise the short legs of a 3-year-old, A week after the newspaper 

article appeared, Ronnie's only problem was choosing which of five tricycles 

to ride which were sent him by V/orld-Herald readers to exercise his legs.



Quick-witted friends were credited vdth saving the life of 9~year-old 

Roger Terveer who stumbled into a burning dump while playing tag in an empty 

lot. Burned badly, Roger spent several months in tho hospital, comforted by his 

mother who is employed by the hospital as a nurse aide.

Five-year-old Robert Strnad had a happy birthday despite the fact 

that his mother was in St. Joseph's vdth a spina injury. Neighbors invited his 

friends to a birthday party where he received a train and other toys.

A labor union boss from St. Louis Checked into St. Joseph's in 

September to try to bring his weight down from 360 to 260. .Idle he reduced 

in his air-conditioned, television-equipped hospital room, he kept in close 

touch with local union leaders by means of a direct-line telephone.

A boy and two girls comprised the set of triplets born at St, Joseph's 

on November 22 to Mr. and Mrs. John MailszewsldL. The triplets joinned an older 

brother and sister in the Maliszewaki family.

In a lettor to the World Herald, Ramona Richards, Omaha's "loneliest 

girl" in 1950 when she v/as a tubercular meningitis patient at St. Joseph's, 

reported that she is still unable to walk and is still a patient in the hospital 

at the Pine Ridge, South Dakota, Indian Reservation.

Patients in the rehabilitation and mental wards at St. Joseph's were 

treated to a scries of concerts by members of the American Federation of Musicians 

Local 70 throughout the year. The programs wore sponsored by the local Union 

Board through a grant ̂ from tho Music Performance Trust Fund of the Recording 

Industry,

Gamma Alpha Chapter of Alpha Sigma Alpha Sorority at Creighton Uni

versity held a Halloween party October 30 for patients in the pediatric ward,

Mr3 , William R, Hughes v/as chairman for the party. Alumnae of the sorority 

presented an appropriate record album to the ward.



Patients at the hospital were well aware that June 14 i3 Flag Day.

They were greeted on their breakfast tray by a picture of Old Glory on the cover 

of a 32-page booklet, "Our Flag," distributed by the Marine Corps. This is 

the fifth consecutive year the Marines have furnished the booklets.

Sisters and employees of the business office observed St. Nicholas 

Eva on December 5 by distributing small figures called "Wopsies" to all patients. 

The Y/opsies were made by Sister M. Erhardina.

Christmas festivities this year began on December 15 with the annual 

Christmas dinner for the doctors and lay board members. A veteran.Omaha

attorney whose law firm has represented St. Joseph’s hospital for 70 years 

shared the spotlight vdth thirteen members of the medical staff. He is 80-year- 

old J. A, C. Kennedy, Sr., senior member of the lav/ firm of Kennedy, Holland,

Delacy and Svoboda. A tribute to Mr. Kennedy was paid by Francis J. Bath, 

assistant administrator, on behalf of the Sisters. In accepting the honor 

awarded, him, Mr. Kennedy paid tribute to the great work of charity being done 

by the Sistei’s.

Tho Shrine Chanters wore the first of 40 groups of carolers to tour 

the hospital from December IS through Christmas Day. On December 20, the 

Sisters honored Christmas dinner guestcards in the cafeteria for all employees 

and students.

Patients in the psychiatric ward celebrated Christmas by presenting 

toys and doll clothes to patients in the children’s ward. Woman patients bought 

dolls and made clothes for them while men patients built dollhouse furniture 

and toys in the hospital woodworking shop. The children's ward also received 

a candy house from Dr, and Mrs. J. M. Healy and Dr, and Mrs. Ben ?. Swing.

Twenty-five polio patients in wheelchairs were guests of honor at a 

Christmas party December 21 at the ho pital. The party was given by the staff.



Climaxing the Christmas season were trios of Masses celebrated by 

the Rev. Charles II. Strassbergcr in the main chapel and by the Rev. John J; 

O'Brien in Christ the King Chapel in Our lady of Victory Unit. Diocesan 

seminarians sang the 5:00 a. m. High Maos in the main chapel.

VOLUNTEER SERVICES

The annual St. Joseph's Hospital Fashion Show was more popular than 

ever this year— all tickets were sold out two weeks before the February 16 

event. Members of the Creighton Circle who worked on the show included Mrs. 

William Kelley, general chairman, and Mesdames Merrier P. Jenson, Albert S. 

Black, Albert V. Murphy, Joseph Lcngo, John Kalin, william E. Kroupa, G.

Kenneth Huehlig, Leo T. Heywood, Russell P. Williams, Arnold Lampka and John 

W. Gatewood, Among the models were Mrs. Victor P, Anderson, wife of Nebraska's 

governor, and Barbara Loucks, Queen of Ak-Sar-Ben. Proceeds from the style 

show were presented to Sister M. Crescentia to be spent on any hospital program 

tho Sisters may desire.

At elections held May 4 at the Happy Hollow Club, Mrs. G. Kenneth 

Muehlig was chosen now president of Creighton Circle to succeed Mrs. J.

Whitney Kelley.

Red Cross Gray Lady service awards were presented during 1955 to 

seven women who have put in many years of service at St, Joseph's Hospital.

The vromon and their years of service: Mrs. Gunner A. IJe3tor, 14 years;

Mesdames Max Blotchy, Leo A. Daly, jr., S, J, Hinchey, B. L. McCullen, 13 

years each; Mrs. Charles F. Bennett, 11 years; and Mrs. Fred A. Hefflinger,

3ix years.
BLUE CROSS

At election of officer’s in January, Arthur L. Coad, a member of



the School of Nursing Advisory Board, was reelected president. Francis J. Bath 

was reelected treasurer of the group and member of the board of directors for 

a three-year term.

The Edgewater Beach Hotel was the scene of the annual Blue Cross 

meeting March 20-25 in Chicago. Mr. Bath attended the meeting.

St. Joseph's Hospital received $264,009.99 from Blue Cross in 1955* 

a decrease of $8,381.18, or 4$, from the previous year. Blue Shield paid 

the hosnital $16,358.50, a rise of $1,157,75, or 7g$, over 1954.


