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The year 1956 was one of continued service and progress at St. 

Joseph's Hospital. A second five-year program of improvement and expansion 

got underway to highlight the year's activities. Contracts were let in 

April for the most important phase of the new program, a $500,000 air 

conditioning project. Upon completion, the north wing of the hospital, 

along with the new administration and central service areas, will be cooled. 
Half of the cost of the project will be covered by the Ford Foundation 

grant announced last year.
Other remodeling took place during the year which resulted in. 

additional beds for patient care. Much new equipment and furnishings were 

purchased as part of a continuing effort to maintain the standards of care 

at St. Joseph's.
An increase in room rates went into effect on July 1 to offset 

the ever rising costs of operating the hospital. It was the first such 

rate increase in over two years.

Two new directors of departments took over at St. Joseph's during 

1956. Dr. James D. Mahoney became head of the Department of Psychiatry, 

replacing Dr. Frank Barta who retired. Dr. Vincent Moragues was named 

‘acting director of the Department of Pathology upon the death of Dr. B.

Carl Russum who had held the post since 1921.

Two beloved members of St. Joseph's celebrated anniversaries. The 

Rev. Charles H. Strassberger, hospital chaplain, celebrated his 70th birthday 

and his 30th year as a priest in January. Sister M. Fulgentia celebrated her 

70th year as a member of the Franciscan Community on May 1.



FINANCIAL REVIEW

Gross earnings reached $3,290,687.31 in 1956, an increase of 7$, or 

$216,896.07, over last year. Free services, amounting to $287,347.49, were 
off $385.19, or less than 1$, from 1955. Combining gross earnings with free 

services, total services for the year were $3,578,034.80, a $216,510.88, or 

65$, increase over the previous year.

Collections on current accounts totaled $3*057,965.41. Adding the 

$10,834.79 taken in on old accounts, total patient income was $3,068,800.20, 

a rise of 11$, or $298,290.08, over 1955. Donations of $146,663.57, including 
$125,000 as the first half of the $250,000 Ford Foundation grant announced 

last year, and sundry income of $375,009.45 brought total cash income to 

$3,590,473.22. This figure represents an increase of 20$, or $595,283.27, 
over last year.

Operating expenses continued to climb,.,rising 5-2$, or $157,264.79, 

to $2,940,3 0 7.4 3. The hospital's payroll accounted for almost 70$ of this 
sum. Topping the two million dollar mark for the first time in the history 

of the hospital, payroll costs were up $131,437.62, or 7$, to $2,037,792.93*

On December 31, inventories stood at $176,167.31, an increase of $2,381.71, 

or lg$, over 1955.
Non-operating expenditures, which had decreased during the two 

previous years due to the completion of a building program, swung upward 

again in 1956. Improvements, mainly in the form of air conditioning, 

accounted for most of the $432,569.42, or 66$, rise in expenses to $654,994«21» 

Non-operating costs also included $47,890.01 paid on the interest and $48,000  

paid on the principal of the loan for Our Lady of Victory Unit. Equipment



and furniture purchases totaled $71,101.3 4.

The increase in both operating and non-operating expenses pushed 

total cash disbursements up to $3,595,301.64. This figure is $589,834.21, 

or 191/2%, higher than in 1955.

Monthly incomes ranged from a high of $303,553.82 in March to a low 

of $225,585.71 in January. Daily incomes varied from $43,748.06 on February 
12 to $937.90 on May 6. Non month had an income below $225,000, while nine 

months totaled $240,000 or more. Daily income fell below the $1,000 mark 
only once.

At year's end, mortgage indebtedness stood at $1,324,000. Accounts 
payable totaled $79,019.25, while cash on hand amounted to $120,044.4 1.

STATISTICAL DATA

The number of patients treated at St. Joseph's during 1956 showed a 

decline from the previous year. The 1956 total of 29,538 was 10,263, or 26%, 

less than the 1955 total. Most of the decrease was accounted for in the 

smaller number of out-patients treated: 9,962 in 1956, against 20,249 in 

1955. The 1956 total, however, which included 4,338 psychiatric out-patients, 
was still far higher than 1954 and all earlier years.

In-patients totaled 16,827, down 95 from last year; these patients 

received 185,852 days care, also down slightly, 3^#, or 6 ,980, from 1955. .

Full pay patients numbered 2,031, or lOg# of the total patients 
treated. Part pay patients numbered 15,459, or 81$; free patients totaled 

1,623, or 8|#. Full pay patients received 22,014 days care, or 11# of the 

total days care. Part pay patients received 154,833days care, or 80#; free



patients received 17,195 days care, or 9$ of the total.
Laboratory tests declined 1,257 bo 189,916. Autopsies were performed 

in 228, or 47$, of the 485 deaths throughout the year. The following number 

of examination and treatments were given, all increases over 1955s radio- 
graphic examinations, 1 8,560; fluoroscopic exams, 4,238; X-ray therapy treat

ments, 2,684; physical therapy treatments, 34,082.
Surgical procedures were up 3-?$, or 274, from 1955. Major operations 

totaled 4,838; minor operations, 3,481. Surgical admissions were 7 ,588, an 

increase of 1,040 over last year. Medical admissions numbered 4,873, down 
1,191 from 1955. Pediatric admissions were up 198 to 1,987. Psychiatric 

patients numbered 871, a decrease of 28 from the previous year.

St. Joseph's Hospital set a new obstetrical record in 1956: 2,689

babies were bom. This figure represents 59 more births than in 1955, the 

previous record year.

ADMINISTRATION

In July, the Sisters reluctantly announced an increase in room rates 

to offset ever-advancing costs of operating the hospital. Effective August 1, 

the increase was the first in more than two years. As usual, patients in 

f the hospital on July 31 were allowed another month at the old rates.

Higher costs of supplies played in the decision to raise rates. The 

primary consideration, however, was payroll costs, which have risen 18$ since 

the last rate change in July, 1954. Thisincrease, in turn, was due mainly 
to the inauguration of the five-day week for nursing and other professional 
employees on January 1, 1954.



Sister M. Crescentia, administrator, received word in April that St. 

Joseph's was one of ten Nebraska hospitals to earn re-accreditation by the 
Joint Commission on Accreditation of Hospitals.

Members of the hospital's administrative staff attended many pro

fessional meetings and conferences throughout the year. Francis J. Bath, 

assistant administrator, went to Hollywood Beach, Florida, April 8-12, for 
the national Blue Cross-Blue Shield Conference. Mr. Bath is past president 

and current treasurer of the Nebraska Blue Cross.

Sister M. Crescentia, Mr. Bath and Sister M. Rosita, who is in 
charge of the Medical Records Department at St. Joseph's, traveled to Mil

waukee in May to attend the annual convention of the Catholic Hospital Asso

ciation.
Sister M. Rosita, as chairman of the Association's Medical Record 

Committee, presided at the business meeting of the medical librarians, and 

also reported on the "Development of a Code of Ethics for Medical Record 

Librarians." At another session she spoke on "Contributions of Medical 

Record Librarians in Furthering Research Projects."
At the same convention, Mr. Bath, a member of the Association's 

committees on Financial Care and Hospital Purchasing, delivered an address 

on "Printing and Duplicating Facilities in the Hospital." He also served as 

a member of a panel which discussed "Hospital Purchasing Practices and 

Current Problems."
In October Sister M. Crescentia went to Chicago for a conference 

on "Medical Education in Hospitals" which was staged under the auspices of 

the Catholic Hospital Association.
The Nebraska Hospital Association met in Omaha on October 25-26.

Mr. Bath served throughout the year as chairman of the Committee on



Administrative Practice. Held in conjunction with the same convention were 
sessions of the Nebraska Conference of the Catholic Hospital Association.

Earlier in the year, Mr. Bath distributed an informative paper on 

hospital purchasing to fellow members of The Purchase Exchange, a cooperative 
publication of the Committee on Purchasing of the Catholic Hospital Associa

tion. The paper outlined suggestions for increasing good relations between 

the hospital and its various sources of supplies.

St. Joseph's lost a highly valued member of the administrative staff 

in April with the death of Fred W. Meis. Mr. Meis had served as credit 

manager for nearly five years. He had been ill for several months.

POLIO REHABILITATION CENTER

The Rehabilitation Center continued its steady growth and development 

in 1956. With the knowledge gained since its opening and the addition of new 

equipment, the Center was able to begin the rehabilitation of victims of many 

disabilities other than polio.
The January 13 issue of the True Voice, the Omaha archdiocesan 

newspaper, traced the story of the Center from its opening in July, 1953* 
up to the present time. St. Joseph's Rehabilitation Center was the sixth 

respiratory center set up in the United States under the sponsorship of the 

National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. Today there are fifteen such 

centers, but St. Joseph's remains the only one in a Catholic hospital.

A Polio Foundation grant of $66,822 made possible another year's 

operation of the Center. Smaller but equally appreciated donations 
included $500 given in April by the Omaha Phoenician Society, and $10 given



in August by Nancy and Carol Barta. The grade schoolers, daughters of Dr. 
and Mrs. Frank R. Barta, raised the money through a backyard carnival.

Dr. Hart Van Riper, medical director of the National Foundation for 

Infantile Paralysis, met in Omaha in February with representatives of all 

the Foundation's rehabilitation centers. During the three-day meeting, Dr. 

Van Riper and staff members from the various centers toured the facilities 

at St. Joseph's. The visitors also sat in on the weekly rehabilitation 

conference at the hospital.

Several members of the Center's staff went to Houston in March for 

a conference on "Total Care of the Poliomyelitis Patient with Respiratory 
Paralysis." Dr. Harold Neu, director of the Center, Dr. Harold Ladwig,

Clare Still, Rita Ryan and Harry Dinnell attended sessions at the three- 

day meeting.
In April Sister M. Odolina and Sister .M. Georgette, supervisor of 

the Center, went to a two-weeks workshop at Rancho Los Amigos Respiratory 

Center at Hondo, California. As part of a group of twenty supervisors, 
head nurses and instructors from the various polio centers, the Sisters 

attended conferences and lectures. They also took part in classroom demon

strations of equipment and ward practices.

Dr. Neu explained rehabilitation methods to members of Phi Delta 

Gamma graduate sorority in February. The women held their February 20 

meeting at St. Joseph's.

The Omaha Volunteer Bureau celebrated its first birthday in January. 

The group assigns volunteer students, housewives and other interested persons 
to work in hospitals and other institutions. Since the Bureau was begun, the



Center has had many more volunteers helping out with such tasks as feeding- 

patients unable to feed themselves, leaving the regular staff free for 

professional duties.
A series of articles in the Omaha World Herald recounted news and 

activities of many patients and ex-patients during the year. Among them was 
Mrs. Alice Moss, a former patient, who was named Nebraska's Polio Mother 

of 1956.
Another World Herald article described the teamwork by hospital 

employees, firemen and policemen in two cities that made possible the smooth 

transfer of the polio-stricken members of the Dale Vetterick family to the 
Center. Mr. Vetterick and his two daughters, aged 9 and ll, were moved 

from Edmundson Hospital in Council Bluffs, Iowa. While police cleared 

traffic for the thirty-minute trip to St. Joseph's, Mr. Vetterick was trans

ported in his iron lung by the fire department's emergency unit. The girls, 

less seriously ill, were carried by stretcher in an ambulance.

Many groups and individuals gave generously of their time to 
entertain the Center's patients during 1956. Each month of the school year 

students from one of the Omaha high schools put on a program honoring patients 

who celebrated birthdays that month. Musical numbers, dancing and other acts 

made up the programs. The participating high schools were Benson, Cathedral, 
Mercy, North, South, Tech and Westside.

Center patients and employees alike enjoyed a steak fry on September 

26 at the new picnic area behind the hospital. They downed potato salad, 

baked beans, cake and ice cream as well as sizzling steaks. Later in the 
evening an Omaha barber shop quartet entertained with many old favorites.



IMPROVEMENTS & NEW EQUIPMENT

The whir of construction machinery was heard at St. Joseph's as a 

second five-year program of improvement and expansion got underway. Leading 

off the construction schedule in April was a $500,000 air conditioning 

project. Upon completion, rooms in the north section of the general hospital, 

which houses 200 of the institution's 600 beds, will be cooled, along with 

the recently completed administration and central service building.

A 625-ton cooling unit, capable of cooling 1,830 gallons of water 

per minute, is the heart of the air conditioning unit. First phase of 

construction was a chiller plant room, a 52 x 66 foot building. This houses 

the absorption machine, chiller, condenser pump and a new electrical dis

tribution center for the entire hospital.

Unit-type cooling will permit thermostatic control of temperature 

in each room. Corridor ceilings will be lowered to conceal the 175 fan- 
coil-filter individual units. Non-combustible accoustic ceilings will 
provide quiet throughout the air conditioned area.

To provide a steady source of electrical current for the hospital's 
expanding needs, the Omaha Public Power District will build a 13,000-volt 

substation at the 9th and Castelar Streets entrance to the hospital grounds.

A. Borchman has the general contract. Other contractors are B. 

Grunwald, Inc., mechanical; Miller Electric Company, electrical; Carrier 

Corporation and Marley Company, cooling system and tower.

Half of the cost of the air conditioning project will be covered 

by the Ford Foundation grant awarded to St. Joseph's last year. A payment 
of $125,000 was received in 1956; the second payment of $125,000 will be 
made next spring.



Several changes resulting in additional space for the care and 
treatment of patients were made during the year. The north part of the 

fourth floor in Our Lady of Victory Unit was converted to an open medical 

floor for women patients. This change provides 16 additional general 

hospital beds.
"ith the removal of some offices and the occupational therapy 

department to a new location on the A-North corridor, additional beds were 
provided on the ground floor of Our Lady of Victory for stroke patients, 

physical therapy cases and other patients who might benefit from physical 

therapy treatments. The first floor of Our Lady of Victory will continue 

as an open floor for overflow medical and surgical cases from the main 

hospital as well as for mental patients.
In the A-North corridor, the old emergency room was renovated into 

a combination proctoscopic, examination room and’emergency service. A new 

Ritter motorized rectal table was purchasedwith a donation of $1,000 from 

Mr. E. John Brandeis, a patient at St. Joseph's for several months. The 

adjoining room to the west, formerly used to issue IV solutions and other 

supplies, was converted into a second emergency room with two tables and 

all necessary first aid equipment.
A new isotope laboratory under the supervision of Doctor James F. 

Kelly, radiologist, occupies the south sun porch on the auditorium level 

of Our Lady of Victory. Another new feature is the ultrasonic unit added 

to the equipment of the physical therapy department. It was financed through 

contributions to the Rehabilitation Center by friends of our late staff 

member, Dr. James W. Martin.

A change in the method of food deliveries should make for a more



efficient operation. All deliveries are now made to the storeroom delivery 

dock where they are checked in by the hospital storekeeper. Formerly, 

deliveries were made to the electric eye door at the rear of the hospital.

Each year friends of the hospital make much-appreciated gifts of 

money and equipment to St. Joseph's. The most memorable gift received 

during 1956 was in the form of a bequest. Bread cast upon the waters by 

the Sisters of St. Francis over 60 years ago returned an hundredfold when 

Sister M. Crescentia received a check for $1,000 from the estate of Herman 

Miller, who passed away at his home in South Pasadena, California, in 

August, 1954.
In his will, Mr. Miller expressed his undying appreciation for the 

care he had received as a young man of 21 when he was stricken with typhoid 

fever while residing at Millard, Nebraska. Hospital records show that Mr. 

Miller was confined at St. Joseph's July 26 to.August 24, 1894, under the 

care of Drs. Edward S. Riley and J. B. Furay.
At Christmas time, 1953, Mr. Miller had sent a check of $100 along 

with a note which read: "You took good care of me when I was a typhoid 

patient....The enclosed check is a token of my ever grateful remembrance 

of your kind care." The Sisters at St. Joseph's are planning to establish 

a suitable memorial to perpetuate Mr. Miller's kindness.
Many benefactors remembered St. Joseph's with contributions 

throughout the year. Among them were Merchants Credit Rating Bureau, $400; 

Dr. T. T. Smith, $375; Drs. W. N. Hahn and J. M. McNally, $300 each; Dr. 

James F. Finegan, $255; R. M. Sutton, $250; Northern Natural Gas Company 

and Charles E. Burns, $200 each; Drs. Gerald C. O'Neill and Robert H. Gregg, 

$100 each; Drs. J. M. Shramek and John J. Gleeson, $50 each; Dr. Zeno N.



Korth, $30; and $25 each from Dr. Wilbur A. Muehlig, M. B. Demuth, and 

Francis Hasch.

Dan J. Gross gave $500 to the charity fund; Richard L. Davenport 

gave $100 to the premature infant fund.

In Memoriarn gifts totaled $1,128.50. Of that sum, $505*50 was 

contributed by friends of Mrs. Bernice Kelley, mother of J. Whitney Kelley, 

staff psychiatrist, and widow of Dr. Ernest Kelley, long-time member of the 

psychiatric staff and head of the Department of Psychiatry at St. Joseph's.

The sum of $303 was given in memory of Dr. James Martin; $150 in 

memory of Dr. John J. Peterson; and $80 in memory of Dr. B. Carl Russum.

The Creighton Circle raised $3,392.04 through its annual style 

show. The sale of paper bricks yielded $1,000 for the building fund.

Among gifts received at Christmas time was a check for $1,500 

from the Knights of Ak-Sar-Ben. This was the ninth straight year that 

Ak-Sar-Ben presented similar checks to eight Omaha hospitals.

Five different groups or individuals sent checks of $1,000:

Dr. Harry J. Jenkins, Dr. James J. O'Neill, Bramila Charitable Foundation, 

Carpenter Paper Company, and Paxton & Gallagher Company. Roberts Dairy 

gave $300. L. G. Druschel of the Nebraska Tractor & Equipment Company,
Dr. Stephen L. Magiera, and Mrs. Mamie E. Schmidt gave $200 each. Mrs. 

Adolph Sachs contributed $150. Giving $100 each were Dr. S. J. Carnazzo, 

Mrs. W. D. Hosford Sr., Dr. Samuel T. Mangimelli, Professional Supply 

Company, and the office of Drs. McGuire, Johnson, McCarthy and Gatewood.

Other friends gave $542; an additional $584 came in from the 

Christmas appeal letter.
many benefactors gave equipment to the hospital in 195$. The



Phoenician Club bought a $750 speech therapy machine for the Rehabilitation 

Center. The machine, a "language master," helps re-teach persons whose 

faculty of speech has been impaired by accident or illness. A card shows 

a picture while a magnetized tape says a word or phrase describing the 
picture.

Four members of the psychiatric staff joined together to purchase 

a statue of St. Dymphna, patroness of those suffering from mental illness. 

They were Drs. Chester H. Farrell, Edward E. Houfek, J. Whitney Kelley, and 

G. Kenneth Muehlig. The 1200-pound statue was erected along the north wall 
outside Our Lady of Victory Unit on October 24.

Dr. and Mrs. Ben F. Ewing donated a statue, St. Francis Feeding the 

Birds, which was erected near the outdoor Stations of the Cross behind the 

main hospital.

Dr. Ewing also continued his special interest in the main lobby.

He donated new flourescent lights at a cost of $290.63.
Many purchases of new furnishings, equipment and machinery were 

made during 1956. Among furnishings added to patients' rooms were 12 

chrome-plated Simmons cribs, 36 x 60 inches, and 15 cribs, 3^ x 72 inches, 

at a cost of $2,470.50. The new cribs replaced white enamel cribs of ancient 

Vintage in the Pediatrics Department which required frequent painting.

A considerable number of popular vary-height beds were added in 

various nursing divisions during the year, together with supplementing 

dressers, overbed tables, bedside cabinets and chairs. The total cost of 

these items was $12,000. In addition, electric high-low bed suites were 
purchased for room 238 in May and for room 140 in August at a further cost 

of $1,900. Also purchased for room 140 was a remote control television



set to complement the luxurious furnishings of this patient's suite.
A truckload of 100 Debs lazy-boy spring rocking chairs was bought 

in April, at a cost of $3*400, for distribution in various patients' rooms. 

A number of window air conditioners were purchased at a cost of $1,250.60.

New purchases in the Nurses' Home included 50 Lyons metal lockers, 
costing $771; a $200 air conditioner; and a new television set costing $136. 
Thirty-six lockers were placed in the employees' quarters for $612.

Chairs, desks and filing cabinets totaling $2,260 were bought for 

use in offices and waiting rooms. Seven Underwood electric typewriters 

were purchased at a cost of $1,593. A new accounting machine to be used 

for payroll and accounts payable records cost $5,125. The Insurance Office 

secured a new Victor adding machine for $137.50.

In mid-summer, the Medical Records department began replacing 

Soundscriber dictating equipment with new Comptpmeter Commander dictating 

units at a cost of $1 ,675.
A combination magnetic tape and phonograph record music unit was 

installed in the patients' lounge. Music from the eight-hour tape was 

extended into the offices as well as to the employees' cafeteria, coffee 

shop, maternity labor rooms, fathers' waiting room, and post-operative 

.recovery room. The unit was installed at a cost of $2,700.

The principal item of equipment purchased for use in surgery was 

a new Herb-Mueller explosion-proof ether and vacuum unit. Other expendi-’ 

tures included $480 for a Birtcher defribrillator and heart pacer, and $170 

for a Coret speed camera used to photograph pathological specimens and 

operative procedures. Staff members contributed the cost of the camera.

In medical and surgical service areas, a considerable quantity of



new stainless steel utensils replaced the white enamel service previously 
used. A Knight foot-controlled needle cleaner and 13 Myrick inhalators were 

purchased for Central Service. Much new wooden shelving was added to Central 

Service by our own carpenter staff, with the lumber alone costing $1,100.

The Emergency Room was equipped with a new proctologic table, a 

Boehm rectal set, and a Burton wall model electric spotlight. Other items 

purchased for use in various areas of the hospital included four Tomac 

iceless oxygen tents costing $2,300, an isolette infant incubator for $794, 

a dozen chrome-plated IV standards, three dozen chrome-plated foot stools, 

and a dozen floor lamps.
The Maternity Department had three new Sitz baths installed at a 

cost of $445, plus a new Toledo infant scale costing $326.

To speed up work in the Laboratory, a Heincke glassware washer was 

purchased in January for $1,645* Also added during the year were a Sound- 

scriber dictating and transcribing unit, $637; a new water bath, $100; a 
Paragon microscope drawer cabinet, $166; a Medco-Sonlator, $495; a Haemo- 

scope, $613; and two General Electric cardioscribes costing $932.44.
The Rehabilitation Center and Physical Therapy Department had a 

new Burdick mercury ultra-violet lamp, $293; an hydrocolator, $349; a 

junior 500 ambco trainer, $275; a ceiling book projector, $228.50; an 

electric kiln for occupational therapy, $226; and an electronic wheel chair, 

$380. In addition, seven Keystone sliding casement storm windows were 

installed to lessen window leakage problems. The windows cost $462.75*

To expand food service in the Coffee Shop, a Hotpoint electric 

grill, foor warmer and electric heating unit were installed for $319.85.

Hot food service had not been available previously in the Coffee Shop.



A Champion dough mixer was bought for the Bakery at a cost of $1,824. 
Among new equipment in the Laundry was a Zoneair tumbler costing $1,438*

A sewing machine was purchased for the Housekeeping Department for $249*9$.
Various items bought for the Maintenance Department included an 

aluminum upright rolling scaffold, $528; a Pexto Beakhom stake with 

supplementary equipment for the sheet metal shop, $109*59; a power chain 

saw, $180.50; a Cooper self-propelled rotary mower, $129; and a Jacobsen 

power mower, $74* A Chandler & Price new series job press was installed 

in the Print Shop for $1,064*

STAFF

St. Joseph's Hospital lost three members of the medical staff in 

1956 through the deaths of Dr. ^ames W. Martin, Dr. B. C. Russum, and Dr. 

Herbert Staubitz.
Dr. Martin, professor of orthopedic surgery at Creighton University, 

died in July at a Rochester, Minnesota, hospital following a heart attack.

A graduate of Creighton School of Medicine, he had been a member of St. 

Joseph's staff for 32 years. He held membership in the American College 

of Surgeons, the American College of Orthopedic Surgery, and the Omaha- 

Douglas County Medical Society.
Dr. B. Carl Russum, director of the Creighton School of Medicine 

Pathology Department, and attending pathologist at St. Joseph's, died on 

May 25 following a heart attack. Also a graduate of Creighton, Dr. Russum 
was appointed to his posts at the University aid St. Joseph's in 1921.
Highly respected in his field, Dr. Russum had written many articles on 

pathology and clinical medicine for professional magazines. He was a member



of the medical school's Executive Committee and past president of the Omaha- 

Midwest Clinical Society.
Dr. Herbert Staubitz died at his home on February 27 after a brief 

illness. He was 48.
Dr. Vincent Moragues was appointed acting director of the Department 

of Pathology for one year On May 26 to succeed Dr. Russum. A month earlier, 

Dr. Moragues was instrumental in setting up the new Nebraska Association of 

Pathologists. He was named president-elect of the group.
Several changes on the staff of Creighton School of Medicine 

affected members of St. Joseph's staff. On July 24 Dr. Frank R. Barta 

resigned as head of the department of psychiatry and neurology at Creighton. 

Dr. Barta gave up the administrative duties he had assumed seven years 

earlier in order to devote more time to research and private practice.

Succeeding Dr. Barta is Dr. James D. Mahoney of Council Bluffs.

Dr. Mahoney, who received his training at schools and hospitals in Pennsyl

vania, has served on Creighton's medical faculty for 11 years. He is a 

diplomats of the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology.

Announced at the same time was the appointment of Dr. John R.

Walsh as professor and acting director of the Creighton Department of 

Medicine. A graduate of Creighton, Dr. Walsh served his residency at St. 

Joseph's. He is a diplomateof the American Board of Internal Medicine.
Six staff members were among the ten Creighton faculty members 

honored in December for 25 years of service to the university. At the 

annual Founders Day Dinner, held to pay tribute to Edward and John Creighton, 
the following doctors received plaques for "honorable and distinguished 

service in the profession of teaching": Charles V. Edwards, Eugene B.



Floersch, Walter P. Hombach, Arnold McDermott, Frederick M. Watke, and 

Rudolph J. Yechout.
Several staff members received grants for research into various 

medical problems. Dr. Robert E. Murphy has undertaken a study for the 

Nebraska Heart Association into three methods of reviving newborn infants 
who stop breathing. In determining which of the three methods is most 

effective, Dr. Murphy will be testing the ability of the heart and blood 

vessels to carry oxygen to body tissues.
In April, Dr. Richard Webber received a $7,000 grant from the 

Lederle Laboratories for his work on the sympathetic nervous system. The 

grant, one of 16 made throughout the country, will be used to supplement 

his salary and purchase equipment for his work.

Dr. Charles M. wilhelmj, director of research at Creighton, was 

awarded $8,800 for heart research in July. He is studying the role of 

diet, emotional tension, and the involuntary nervous system in high blood 

pressure. The grant comes from public contributions to the American Heart 
Association and was one of 180 made this year.

St. Joseph's played host to many educational groups during 1956.

The most unusual was the Wisconsin Surgical Travel Club, a group of 26 

surgeons who annually rent a railroad car to visit leading medical .centers 

throughout the country. On the morning of March 12 they saw five operations 

performed at St. Joseph's by the surgical staff. Later in the day they 

saw exhibits made by staff members and heard a panel discussion and 

lectures.
The club's secretary, Dr. Thomas J. Snodgrass, said that the 

group, which represents the University of Wisconsin and Marquette University



medical schools, had been making similar tours for 35 years. "We learn more 

on the annual trip than at all the medical meetings we attend," he said.
The eighth annual Spring Medical Assembly, sponsored by Creighton 

University for all its medical alumni, was held at St. Joseph's April 11-13. 
On the final day of the meeting, the attending doctors visited the School 

of Medicine to see exhibits prepared under the direction of Dr. Charles M. 

Wilhelmj. Dr. Edmond M. Walsh, current president of the Omaha-Douglas 

County Medical Society, was chairman of the assembly.
Our Lady of Victory auditorium was the setting for the sixth annual 

Eben J. Carey memorial lecture on November 7. Dr. John H. Lamb, clinical 

professor of dermatology at the University of Oklahoma, spoke on "Sunlight 

and its Effect on the Skin." The lecture is sponsored each year by Creighton

and the Omaha chapter of Phi Chi medical fraternity in honor of Dr. Carey,

a distinguished medical educator and founder of Phi Chi fraternity.

Regular staff meetings were held monthly throughout the year. In 

addition, staff members gave a series of weekly lectures on basic science.

Many staff members broadened their medical background by attending 

and participating in meetings of professional groups. Four doctors traveled 

to Chicago in February for the 52nd annual Congress on Medical Education 
and Licensure. They were Dr. Frederick G. Gillick, dean of the Creighton 

Medical Schhol and Chief of Staff at St. Joseph's; Dr. Richard L. Egan,

Dr. Leo P. Clements, and Dr. Leo T. Heywood. While in Chicago, Drs. Gillick

and Egan also attended a Congress on Medical Education for National Defense.

New surgical techniques for the treatment of deafness was among 

the topics discussed at a meeting held at St. Joseph's on March 15.

Sponsored jointly by the Omaha Lye, Far, Nose and Throat Society and the



Nebraska Academy of Ophthalmology and Otolaryngology, morning meetings were 

held at St. Joseph's, afternoon sessions at the University of Nebraska 

College of Medicine. Several staff members gave talks and led discussions.

The annual business meeting and election of officers of the 
Catholic Physicians Guild took place at the hospital on April 1 5.

Dr. Louis E. Moon participated in the scientific programs of the 

Great Lakes regional meeting of the International College of Surgeons.

The meeting was held in Madison, Wisconsin, on April 26-27.
Two staff members presented papers at the annual meeting of the 

Federation of American Scoieties for Experimental Biology. They were Drs. 

Victor E. Levine and Stetios Samaras. Others attending the Atlantic City 
meeting in April were Drs. Alfred W. Brody, Irving H. Bernstein, Nicholas 

Dietz and Jane Haggert.
Dr. John E. Courtney attended the national convention of Blue 

Cross-Blue Shield in April. The meeting took place at Hollywood, Florida.

Drs. Robert J. Laffin and James M. Severens left later in the 

month for the annual meeting of the Society of American Bacteriologists 

in Houston, Texas. The meeting ran April 30-May 3 .

Three doctors active in research presented a report to the 

American Physiological Society at the group's annual meeting in Rochester, 

New fork, in September. Drs. A. J. Carnazzo, Barry H. McCarthy, and C. M. 

Wilhelmj described experiments made on the blood pressure of dogs. The 

doctors concluded from their studies that diets high in animal fat and the 

irregular use of reducing diets may be important causes of high blood 

pressure.
Dr. John R. Walsh was one of four physicians who presented a post-



graduate circuit course program to outstate Nebraska physicians the week 

of September 24-29.
A staff surgeon was honored at the meeting of the American College 

of Surgeons held at San Francisco in October. Dr. Harry McCarthy received 

a plaque for his work on surgical films to be shown at meetings of surgeons. 
Dr. Delbert D. Neis was among the doctors inducted as new fellows of the 

College during the meeting.
Staff members Drs. Stephen L. Magiera and A. L. Smith, Jr. were 

among a panel of doctors which answered questions about heart disease at 

a special program put on by Nebraska University College of Agriculture in 

Lincoln on October 17.
Dr. Frederick G. Gillick served as a panel moderator at the annual 

meeting of the Catholic Hospital Association in Chicago during October. He 

also attended the assembly and council on Community Services sponsored by 

the American Heart Association in Cincinnati, October 27-31*
Many staff doctors were represented among the 16 research projects 

displayed at the Qmaha-Midwest Clinical Society assembly held October 29- 

November 1 in Omaha.
Later in the year, Dr. Charles F. Moon was installed as new president 

of the Clinical Society, an association of faculty members of both Creighton 

and Nebraska University schools of medicine. Dr. Moon succeeded Dr. Maurice 

J. Grier, another staff member. Others holding office in the society are 

Dr. Earl A. Connolly, president-elect; Dr. Payson Adams, secretary-treasurer; 

Dr. James J. O'Neill, director of clinics; Drs. Joseph F. Gross, Edmond M. 

Walsh and Donald J. Wilson, members of the executive committee, Drs. Maurice 

Grier, William E. Graham and Harry McCarthy, members of the editorial board.



Dr. uichard L. Egan attended the national conference of the 

Association of Medical Colleges in November. The meeting was held at 

Colorado Springs.
During the 'week of November 26-30, Drs. Harold Neu, Harold Ladwig, 

and Alfred Brody attended the annual Research Meeting of the Respiratory and 

Rehabilitation Centers of the United States. Dr. Brody presented two 

research papers at the New Orleans meeting.
A post-graduate course in psychiatric aspects of general practice 

was offered to Nebraska doctors in December. Four staff members, Drs. 

Chester H. Farrell, Edward E. Houfek, Harold G. Ladwig and James D. Mahoney, 

participated in the assembly which was held at the University of Nebraska 

College of Medicine.
Dr. J. 0. McCarthy attended the American College of Physicians 

meeting in Los Angeles. Dr. McCarthy is a regent of the group.

among the staff members who are officers in different medical 

organizations is Dr. Frederick Gillick. Dr. Gillick was elected to a three- 

year term with the Douglas County chapter of the American Red Cross.

Dr. Harold Ladwig, assistant director of the hospital's Rehabili

tation Center, is the chairman of the medical advisory board of the Nebraska 

Epilepsy League. The league was organized in September; its purpose is to 

inform the public about epilepsy and to tell families and friends of 

epileptics what help is available for them.

Dr. Stephen L. Magiera was named interim president of the Nebraska 

Heart Association during its Omaha meeting on October 6. Dr. Magiera 

succeeded a Columbus, Nebraska, physician who died of a heart attack a few 

hours after being installed as president of the association. Dr. Magiera



had just been elected first vice president.
Dr. Maurice Grier, who served as president of the Omaha-Midwest 

Clinical Society during 1956, was named president-elect of the Omaha-Douglas 

County Medical Society in December. Other staff members elected to office 
at the medical society's annual Christmas meeting were Dr. Joseph J. 

Borghoff, executive board; Drs. Arthur J. Offerman, Richard L. Egan and 

John Brush, delegates to the state medical association; and Dr. Werner P. 

Jensen, council on professional ethics.
Many members of St. Joseph's staff attended a public affairs dinner 

honoring members of the Omaha-Douglas County Medical Society which was held 

November 1 3. The dinner was sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce in recog

nition of Omaha's reputation as a leading medical center.

Staff members gave their annual faculty-student dinner in Our Lady 

of Victory auditorium on April 19. All Creighton University medical 

students were invited to the dinner.
Archbishop Gerald T. Bergan was a guest of honor at the annual 

Christmas party for the staff. The dinner was served in Our Lady of Victory 

auditorium on December 13.

SCHOOL OF NURSING

Two office workers who decided that the nursing field offered them 

wider opportunities for personal satisfaction were among the 60 freshmen who 

received their caps in ceremonies on February 19. They were Catherine 
Sweeney, Conway, Iowa, and Doris Schreck of Carroll, Iowa. Miss Sweeney, 
a clerical worker for five years, said: "The money and hours were wonderful 
but nursing presents a challenge and endless opportunities to help people."



Miss Schreck was attracted to nursing by taking a course in home nursing 

from one of St. Joseph's former student nurses.

The members of the Class of 1958 were presented by Miss Joan 

Sheehan, class sponsor, to Sr. Mary Louis for capping. Mrs. Maxine Jacks, 
assistant director of nursing, presided. The Rev. Paul Peters of St. Patrick's 

Church, Fremont, was the guest speaker.
The graduating class of 1956 numbered 40 nurses. The seniors were 

honored at a luncheon given by Creighton Circle at the Happy Hollow Club 

on May 9. Graduation week activities at Creighton University included 

Mass and breakfast on June 3, a dinner on June 5, and actual ceremonies on 

June 7. Almost two-thirds of the class stayed on at St. Joseph's in general 

staff positions.
The senior class made a generous gift to the school: the sum of 

$262.80 to be added to the student association air conditioner fund. The 

association then found it possible to purchase a one and one-half ton 

Vomado air conditioner for 415 in the dormitory. Keeping one room cool 

enabled students working nights during the summer to get their sleep.

One senior, Mary Conrad, received a one semester scholarship to 

Creighton University. The Alumnae Association made the award to Miss 

Conrad for advanced work.
As is usual in most incoming classes, the 60 freshmen registering 

in the St. Joseph's School of Nursing in September displayed leanings toward 

family traditions. Ten of the girls were following sisters, brothers or 

fathers in medical studies under the Creighton banner. The fathers of two 

girls entering the school are Creighton School of Medicine alumni. Seven 

student nurses have older sisters who are either alumnae or current students



in the School of Nursing. One girl has two brothers in the School of Medicine. 

A set of twins enrolling are daughters of a St. Joseph's employee, Mrs. Roger 

A. Smith.
four of the freshmen entered St. Joseph's on scholarships. Marilyn 

Scholl of Central City, Nebraska, and Janice Neumann of Creighton, Nebraska, 

won scholarships from the American Legion Auxiliaries in their respective 

home towns. Margaret Haller of Koseland, Nebraska, and Catherine Anne 
Werner of Humphrey were awarded scholarships by the Alumnae Association.

Another student, Donna Scott of Kearney, Nebraska, was the first 

in the state to participate in the new War Orphans' Education Program.

In the last session of Congress legislation was passed setting up an educa

tional program for children of veterans or servicemen who died of service- 

connected causes. Donna's father, who served with the Navy in the Pacific 

during World War II, died.in 1947 from a service-connected disability.

Donna will receive a monthly check from the Veterans Administration during 

her course of training.
One of the new students was finding difficulty understanding the 

English spoken by her instructors. She was Shu-mei Yang, a native of 
Formosa. After studying English for six years, she could read and speak 

the language fluently. But "teachers, and everybody else, they talk too 

fast." Special tutoring took care of Shu-mei's difficulties.

St. Joseph's student nurses did not neglect the social side of 

life in 1956. The big event of the year was the annual Sweetheart Ball 

held at Peony Park on February 13. Mary Dunn of Lead, South Dakota, was 

elected î ueen of Hearts by the student association.
Mary Scott Hadley represented the school in the annual College



World Series held in Omaha in June. Marie Johnson was sponsor of a team in 

the N.A.I.A. Basketball Tournament in December.
The senior class won first prize, a social activity of their choosing, 

in the annual Stunt Night on November 12. Joan Rickabough, a senior student, 

was crowned queen of the Omaha District Student Nurses Association dance 

on November 16. The winnerwas chosen from candidates from Omaha's five 

schools of nursing on the basis of student representation in proportion to 

the size of the school.
The sodality was also active throughout the year. Theresa Kisicki, 

sodality prefect, was May wueen at the annual crowning on May 14• At Christ

mas time, the sodality gave a party for the students of St. Benedict's 
School. Santa Claus paid a visit to the school on December 10 to distribute 

gifts and candy to the children.

Student nurses attended the annual retreat in. two groups. The 

Rev. James A. Garrity, O.M.I., conducted the sessions January 28-30 and 

January 31-February 2.
At Christmas, the facility and staff of the school gave the students 

an electric pop corn popper, an aluminum skillet and a cake pan. The alumnae 

donated a portable Zenith television set for the infirmary.

The Alumnae Association numbered 287 members during 1956. A tea 

on January 15 honored the officers for the year: Rita Ryan, president;

Betty Patterson, vice-president; Barbara Croghan, Secretary; and Joan 

Bisenius, treasurer.
The Omaha Athletic Club was the scene of the group's annual alumnae 

banquet. On hand to celebrate their 25th anniversary were 13 of the 22 

graduates of the Class of 1931* The Rev. Robert Duffy was guest speaker.



Two alumnae left in January to begin active duty as ensigns in 

the Navy Nurse Corps. Valerie Peter had been teaching pediatrics at St. 

Joseph's; Harriette Jane Reifenrath had also been on the staff.

A St. Joseph's alumna, Rosemary Neville, who had been working as a 
nursing instructor at the hospital, was awarded a $1,000 Heart Fund scholar

ship in cardiac nursing in October. $he will attend a three-month course 

in nursing care of heart patients at the University of Minnesota starting 

in January, 1957. After completion of the course, she will serve as a 

volunteer nurse consultant to the Nebraska Heart Association.

St. Joseph's was one of seven Omaha hospitals cooperating in a 

program to bring retired nurses back into active practice. The program 

is aimed at nurses who would like to return to work after their children 

are in school but hesitate beacause they feel they have lost touch. A 

five-week refresher courses was started on March 12 to bring them up to 

date on the latest patient care techniques.
Faculty members continued to be active in various local, state 

and national professional organizations. Sister Mary Louis, director of 

the School of Nursing, held several offices during the year. She served 
on the program committee of the Nebraska Nurses Association as well as on 
several other committees. Sister Mary Louis was guest speaker at the Nebraska 

State Practical Nurses Association convention in Kearney June 14-15.

Mrs. Maxine Jacks, assistant director, was elected president of 

the newly-organized Omaha League for Nursing on November 8 . She also 

served on committees for the Nebraska State League for Nursing, the Nebraska 

State Nurses Association, and sponsored the §tudent Nurses Association at 

St. Joseph's.



Faculty members also attended professional meetings throughout the 

year. The Omaha Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Nurses met in Our Lady of 

Victory auditorium on March 21. Three faculty members, Mrs. McAndrews, 

Catherine Corboy and Elizabeth Hurley, are officers in the Council.

Sister Mary Louis, Sister M. Eleanor, Mrs. Croghan, Mrs. Jacks 

and Mrs. Jeanne Keller attended the Nebraska State League for Nursing 
convention held in Omaha in April. Faculty member Joan Sheehan participated 

in a panel discussion on Teaching Nutrition to Student Nurses.
Sisters M. Louis and Eleanor, Mrs. Jacks and Mrs. Croghan traveled 

to St. Luke's Hospital in Aberdeen, South Dakota, in April for a meeting of 

the Coordinating Council on Psychiatric Nursing.
Sister M. ^arcellosa attended the Midwest Hospital Convention in 

Kansas City, Missouri on April 25-27.
Helen Formanek represented Nebraska District II at the American 

Nurses Association biennial convention in Chicago in May. Sister M. Eleanor 

and Mrs. Keller attended a field trip planning session ah the Lincoln State 

Hospital in June.
Sister Mary Louis, Sister M. Eleanor, Mrs. Jacks, Mrs. Keller,

Janet Coffey, Catherine Corboy and Donna Wright went to the Nebraska State 

Nurses Association meeting held in Omaha in September. Many of the student 

nurses attended sessions of the State Student Nurses Association convention 

which were held in conjunction with the nurses' group.
Miss Clare Mackin, librarian for the medical library, presided as 

chairman of the hospital section for the Catholic Library Association 

convention held at St. Mary's College, Omaha, in October.
Another October meeting was that of the American Dietetic Associa



tion. Joan Sheehan attended the sessions in Milwaukee.
Mrs. Keller attended the Omaha-Midwest Clinical Society meeting 

held in Omaha October 29-November 1. Later, she presented three lectures on 

disaster nursing at Ak-Sar-Ben as part of the Civil Defense Nursing program.

Thirteen faculty members drove to Lincoln in the fall for the 

Franciscan schools' interfaculty meeting at St. Elizabeth's Hospital.

St. Joseph's was also well represented at professional workshops 

held throughout the year. Sister M. Ann Francis, Mrs. Heller, Miss Corboy, 

Miss DeMars, Miss Leise, Miss Rojas and Marian O'Toole attended the National 

League for Nursing Workshop on Nursing Education and Nursing Service which 

was held at Omaha University on May 25.
Miss O'Toole also attended a Workshop on the Dynamics of Teaching 

at the University of Nebraska in June.
Misses Corboy, DeMars, Leise, Rojas and Anna Patzner attended the 

Workshop on Clinical Instruction offered by Creighton University at St. 
Catherine's Hospital on June 18-22. Marian O'Toole participated in a panel 

discussion on Teaching Pharmacology during the Workshop.

Mrs. Jacks and Mrs. McAndrews attended two workshops in Lincoln, 

one on Communicable Diseases, the other on Evaluation. Elizabeth Hurley 

went to Cincinnati for a Workshop on the Dynamics of Psychiatric Nursing.

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

St. Joseph's chaplain, the Rev. Charles H. Strassberger, celebrated 

his 70th birthday and the 30th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood 
in January. The Sisters honored Father Strassberger with a dinner in Our 

Lady of Victory auditorium on Januai r 23. The Most Rev. Gerald T. Bergan,



Archbishop of Omaha, headed the group of ?8 priests who attended the dinner. 

Archbishop Bergan, Rt. Rev. Msgr. Nicholar H. Wegner, director of Father 

Flanagan's Boys Horne, and the Very Rev. Carl M. Reinert, S.J., president of 

Creighton University, gave brief talks at the dinner.
Archbishop Bergan also presided at the annual ceremonies in honor 

of the hospital's patron, St. Joseph, on March 19, the Saint's feast day. 

More than 50 members of the local clergy as well as friends of the hospital 

attended the solemn high Mass. Assisting the Archbishop was Rev. Jeremiah 

O'Sullivan, pastor of St. Patrick's Church, Omaha. Deacons of Honor were 

Rev. E. J. Applebaum, Holy Cross parish, and Rev. Bernard. Koeble, O.F.M.,

St. Joseph's parish. Rev. Edwin Schad, St. Cecilia's Cathedral, served as 

Deacon of the Mass, and Father Vernon, Sts. Peter and Paul parish, as sub- 

Deacon. Masters of Ceremonies were Rt. Rev. Msgr. Daniel E. Sheehan, 

chancellor of the archdiocese, and Rev. Edward-J. McCaslin, vice-chancellor. 

The festal sermon was delivered by Rev. Edmond Walsh, assistant director 

of Father Flanagan Boys Home. A dinner for the clergy was served in the 

auditorium following the Mass.
The hospital chapel was the scene of an unusual celebration on 

November 24. Father Strassberger celebrated a Golden 'Wedding Anniversary 

Mass for Mr. and Mrs. John B. Heyn of Watertown, South Dakota. The Heyns 

are the parents of Mrs. Norma, B. Case, St. Joseph's X-ray technologist, who 

arranged the celebration in Omaha as a central meeting point for the entire 

family. One son, Maynard, came from Portland, Oregon; another son, Jack, 

from Des Moines. Iowa. A daughter, Mrs. Shirley Kelly, came from Lincoln,

Nebraska.



OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

The Sisters at St. Joseph's were happy to hear the results of the 

triennial election of the Western Province held at the Motherhouse in 

Colorado Springs during August. Reelected provincial for a second three- 

year term was Mother M. Asella. Sister M, Honora was chosen first assistant 
to the provincial; Sister M. Geraldine was reelected second assistant.

Sister M. Natalene was reelected third assistant and reappointed secretary 

of the province. Sister M. Domina, who was stationed formerly at St. Joseph's, 

was named fourth assistant. Sister M. Roselda, also formerly at St. Joseph's, 

was chosen treasurer.
Official delegates from the Franciscan community in Omaha included 

two Sisters currently stationed at St. Joseph's: Sister M. Pacifica,

Superior, and Sister M. Comeliana, supervisor of the maternity department.

On May 1 , the Sisters at St. Joseph's celebrated the 70th anniversary 

of the investiture of Sister M. Fulgentia, better known as the "Little 
Mother." B o m  in Wallendorf, Germany, Sister Fulgentia came to the United 

States in 1881 with her uncle, Rev. John Miller, pastor of the Catholic 

Church at Luxemborg, Nebraska.
In September of that year she entered St. Francis Academy (now St.

Bonaventure School) at Columbus which is conducted by the Sisters of St. 

Francisc On May 1, 1886, she entered the Community; during the years 

following her novitiate she took up the study of nursing.

Sister Fulgentia served as superior in numerous hospitals in 

Indiana, Illinois and Nebraska. In March, 1934, she became superior-admin

istrator at St. Joseph's. Her six years as administrator from 1934-1940 

were marked by numerous improvements in hospital service as well as struc



tural changes and renovations in the landscaping of the hospital grounds. 

Sister Fulgentia left in early June for the Motherhouse in Colorado Springs 

to celebrate her anniversary there. Sister M. Consolata acoompanied her.

A January 8th article in the Omaha World-Herald noted the 26th 

anniversary of Sister K. Corneliana as supervisor of St. Joseph's obstetrical 

department. During her years in the maternity ward, Sister Corneliana has 

seen an average of 2,000 births annually. Many of the children born now 

are second generation arrivals for Sister Corneliana.
In early February, Creighton University announced the names of 

students who had earned straight A grades during the first semester of the 
school year. Sister M. Louise was the only pharmacy student to achieve 

the perfect grade average.

The Sisters were saddened to hear of the death of Sister M. Samuela 

who had been their superior at St. Joseph's until august, 1955. Sister 
died at Colorado Springs on August 3. A solemn Requiem Mass was sung in 

the chapel of St. Francis Hospital, Colorado Springs, on August 7«
Several reassignments affected Sisters stationed at St. Joseph's. 

Sister M. Macellosa took over as supervisor of the surgical department in 
August. Sister Marcellosa, who held a similar position at St. Elizabeth's 

Hospital in Lincoln, succeeded Sister M. Ann Francis, who was transferred 

to St. Anthony's Hospital School of Nursing in Denver.

Sister M. Ursula came from the Motherhouse in August to replace 

Sister w. Valeria as student dietitian. Sister Valeria returned to the 

Motherhouse.
Sister M. Euthalia, supervisor of the medical technology staff at 

St. Joseph's for 22 years, left in September for Gallup, New Mexico, where



she will serve in a similar capacity at St. Mary's Hospital. Succeeding her 

is Sister M. Charlotte, assistant supervisor at St. Joseph's for the past 

nine years. Sister M. Joseph came from St. Mary's Hospital in Gallup to 

become Sister Charlotte's assistant.
Sister Euthalia, a native of Germany, joined the Franciscans at 

the Motherhouse in Germany in 1912. After completion of her nursing studies 

she served with other Franciscans in the front line hospitals of the German 

army during World War I. Coming to the United States in 1923, Sister Euthalia 

served at several hospitals before coming to St. Joseph's in 1924.

A Denver priest conducted the annual retreat for the Sisters on 

January 9-14. The Rev. Paul Seichter, O.F.M., was retreat master.

Sisters M. Louis, Charlotte and Eleanor spent a week at the 

Motherhouse in Colorado Springs in July. Sister M. Phyllis Ann visited 

her parents in Humphrey, Nebraska, the week of August 14.
Nine of the Sisters were privileged to attend the open house at 

Degelman Hall, Creighton University's new dormitory for men, on October 19. 

They were Sisters M. Martinia, Eleanor, Joseph, Marcellosa, Carmelia,

Timothes, Daniel Rita .Rose, and Hyacinth.
Sister M. Chrysostoma returned from a visit to the Motherhouse 

/on October 30. Sister M. Rosita remained for an extended visit.

OTHER NOTES OF INTEREST

The Red Cross Bloodmobile paid its third visit to St. Joseph's on 

March 2. Employees, medical staff members, medical students, and visitors 

donated a total of 66 pints of blood. The Red Cross had to reject 27 other



donors who wished to contribute.
St. Joseph's played host to a distinguished visitor on March 4.

His Excellency Don Jose Maria de Areilza, Spanish ambassador to the United 

States, toured the Rehabilitation Center and met the Sisters. He came to 

Omaha as the guest of Creighton University to deliver the annual Alpha Sigma 

Nu Lecture. Sisters M. Crescentia, Miriam and Imelda attended the lecture 

at Joslyn Memorial art Museum and heard the ambassador speak on "The Role 

of Spain in the Defense of the Free World."
Sister M. Crescentia wrote an unusual letter in July. It was 

addressed to Mao Tse-tung, head of the Red China government. The letter, 
along with nearly 1,400 signatures of employees, staff members and patients, 

petitioned the release of 13 Americans held prisoners by the Chinese Reds.

The letter was part of a campaign launched by the Very Rev. Harold W. Rigney, 

S.V.D., whose ten-year prison sentence in China was cut down to four years 

by a similar campaign of prayers, publicity and letter writing. Two 

Franciscan priests from Nebraska are among the 13 people still imprisoned.

Electrical current and power were stopped completely at St. Joseph's 

for 4$ minutes on August 20. Weeks of planning insured the smooth operation 

which was necessary to connect the new 13,000 volt electrical power to the 

hospital's main transformer. The power came from a new substation erected 

by the Omaha Public Power District on the hospital grounds.

The Omaha Fire Department provided two temporary generators for the 

operation of rocking beds, iron lungs and chest respirators in the Rehabili

tation Center. A fully-equipped Rescue Squad ambulance stood by on the 

doctors' parking lot for any emergency. An emergency delivery room was 
established near the ambulance entrance on the ground floor.



The entire change-over was accomplished without incident except for 
a studentnurse who apparently did not hear the announcements over the public 

address system. Just as the power went off she entered an elevator. Caught 

between floors, she "rested" in the darkened elevator until power was resumed.
In August, St. Joseph's cooperated once again in the annual Business- 

Industry-Education Day. Twenty Omaha teachers spent August 28 at the hospital 

as part of a program to introduce Omaha's teachers to local businesses. The 
program at St. Joseph's included an introduction to heads of the various 
departments, talks, round table discussions, a tour of the hospital, and 

luncheon.
Several patients made headlines during 1956. Omaha's first baby 

of the year arrived at St. Joseph's at 12:07 a.m. on January 1. She was 

Barbara Ann Hoffman, daughters of the Lorenzo Hoffmans of East Omaha.

Barbara received gifts from several different merchants in honor of the 

event.
In a letter to the Omaha World-Herald, Ramona Richards reported 

that she is now in a hospital in Minneapolis for additional surgery, ^amona, 

now 20 years old, spent many months at St. Joseph's in 1950 after an attack 

of tubercular meningitis. At that time she was described in the World- 

Herald as Omaha's loneliest girl." The resultant flood of letters and presents 

helped make her hospitalization more bearable.
Lyle Houts, 29-year-old farmer from Hamburg, Iowa, left St. Joseph's 

October 13 after nearly three years of hospitalization. Mr. Houts was burned 

badly in a fuel oil explosion on his farm on January 12, 1954. After stays 
in Hamburg and Topeka, Kansas, hospitals, he was transferred to St. Joseph's 

on June 20, 1954. In the following months he had 15 skin graft operations



and more than 30 blood transfusions. Fortunately, his wife and neighbors 

were able to keep up the farm while he was hospitalized. But Lyle Houts 

was more than happy to be able to take over the work himself once again.

St. Joseph's lost a valued employee on January 6 with the death 

of Horace B. Case. Mr. Case had been the hospital's storekeeper for ten 

years. Several of the Sisters attended his funeral at St. Patrick's Church 

on January 10.
The Sisters were also saddened by the death, in Chicago in February, 

of Dr. Malcolm T. MacEachem, director of professional relations of the 

American Hospital Association. Dr. MacEachern, who pioneered work in the 

accreditation system of improving hospital standards, was founder of the 

American College of Hospital Administrators. Several of the Sisters had 

known him, from both visits to St. Joseph's and professional meetings.

A prominent Nebraskan died at St. Joseph's on February 26. He 

was Judge James A. Donohoe, a Federal District Judge in Omaha for 23 years.

He had a distinguished career as attorney, legislator and political leader 

before accepting the judgeship.
Another friend, Dr. C. A. Allenburger 85, died at his home in Colum

bus in April. A native of Russia, Dr. Allenburger came to this country in 

1883 and practiced medicine for more than half a century.
St. Joseph's was the scene of the south central sectional meeting 

of the American College Health Association on April 14. The program, held 

in the auditori-urn, was open to doctors, nurses and hospital administrators 

from Nebraska, Kansas and Missouri.
The national board examinations of the Registry of American Society 

of X-Ray Technicians were held in the School of Nursing library on May 5*



Mrs. Joan K. Grayson, oxygen therapy consultant for the Linde Air 

Products Company, visited St. Joseph's on September 27. Mrs. Grayson conferred 

with nurses and other interested personnel on oxygen therapy practices.

Lois Landberg, chief therapist for the Rehabilitation Center, was 

one of three Omahans attending the conference of the American Occupational 

Therapy Association at Minneapolis. The meeting was held September 29.
Three dietitians on St. Joseph's staff planned the annual convention 

of the Nebraska Dietetic Association on November 1 in Omaha. Ellie M.

Sheridan was convention chairman; Mrs. Theodore F. Hubbard and Mrs. David 

Rieke assisted her.
The Christmas season got underway on December 9 when members of 

Theta Upsilon sorority at Creighton University joined Hawaiian Club members 

on a tour of the hospital to sing Christmas carols.

Phe Tangier Shrine Chanters caroled at the hospital on December 16. 

Three members of that group were celebrating their 28th consecutive year 

of caroling at various Omaha institutions.

The children in the pediatrics department were guests at a special 

Christmas program in the auditorium on December 17. Psychiatric patients 

had been working for several months on gifts for the children. Women 

patients bought dolls and made clothes for them. The men built dollhouse 

furniture and toys in the woodworking shop. All work was done under the 

direction of Miss laeko Shijo, occupational therapist, and Mrs. Bess Allen 

and Mrs. ^azel Chance, occupational therapy instructors.

The children also received a candy house from Dr. and Mrs. J. M.

Healy and Dr. and Mrs. Ben F. Ewing.



VOLUNTEER SERVICES

The annual spring fashion show sponsored by the Creighton Circle

was held in the auditorium on February 8. Doctors' wives, student nurses 

and professional models helped display a vide variety of fashions from 

Brandeis Store. Mrs. Frank Barta was general chairman for the show. Helping 

her by heading various committees were tines. Leo hughes, Waurice Howard, 

William E. Kelley, Harold Ladwig, Arnold Lempka, G. Aenneth Muehlig, Wilbur 

Muehlig, Harold Neu, Gerald O'Neil, James W. Rouse and Edmond Walsh.
The Creighton Circle presented a check to the hospital in the 

amount of $3*392.04, proceeds from the show.
The Circle also participated in the annual ingathering of the 

Needlework Guild, donating many pieces of linens to thehospital.

BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD

Blue Cross payments to St. Joseph's during the year amounted to 

$346,248.51. This figure represents a large rise: the 1956 payments were 

$82,238.52 higher than in 1955, an increase of 31#• Blue Shield payments 

likewise were up substantially. Payments of $21,769 were $5,410.50, or 

33$, higher than in 1955.
The district meeting of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Plans was 

held in Omaha on February 5. Ur. Arthur J. Offerman, a St. Joseph's staff 

member long active in Blue Shield, was one of the featured speakers at the 

assembly. Joseph Burger, executive director of Nebraska Blue Cross, told 

his audience that Blue Cross covers 225,000 people in Nebraska, 10,000 more 

than in 1955. he also described new, more comprehensive types of coverage 

that are now available. Nationally, Blue Cdoss paid out nearly three



million dollars last year; Blue Shield paid out two million dollars.

Election of officers was part of the afternoon session. Francis 

J. Bath, assistant administrator, was reelected treasurer of the Nebraska 

Blue Cross.
At the annual convention of Blue Cross-Blue Shield Plans at 

Hollywood, Florida, in April, Dr. Offerman was named president-elect of the 

national Blue Shield Commission. He has been president of the Nebraska Blue 

Shield since its organization in 1945*


