
HISTORY OF
CREIGHTON MEMORIAL ST. JOSEPH'S HOSPITAL 

OMAHA, NEBRASKA - 1957

Gross business which topped the four-million dollar mark 

highlighted the year 1957 at Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph's Hospital. 

Potential earnings combined with free care established a record-breaking 

total of $4,350,404.03 in services to the 33,596 patients admitted 

during the year.

Major additions were made in vital equipment. Among them 

were the artificial heart-lung machine, a gift from Mrs. Adolph Sachs; 

a new fluoroscopic unit, an anesthesia machine for the Obstetrical - 

Department. Out of doors, an electrical parking gate was installed 

to provide restricted parking for the members of the Medical Staff.

The summer of 1957 brought to completion the $600,000 air- 

conditioning program, which had been started in the spring of 1956, 

throughout the entire north section of the general hospital. Also 

air-conditioned were a group of surgical suites, the recovery room,

X-ray department, floor kitchens, labor rooms, patient lounges and 

the admin:istrative office area.

Among the distinguished visitors to the hospital was 

His Excellency, Manlio Brosio, Italian Ambassador to the United 

States, who toured Saint Joseph's with the Administrator, Sister M. 

Crescentia, 0. S. F., R. N. Ambassador Brosio was in Omaha to 

receive the Creighton University Distinguished Service Award for 

his work in the field of diplomacy.

The year was also marked with sadness as four members 

of the School of Nursing student body and one senior Creighton 

Medical student were killed in automobile accidents just prior to 

graduation. Three of the nurses were members of the 1957 graduating

class



FINANCIAL REVIEW

Gro3S earnings for the year of 1957 rose sharply to an 

impressive $3,995,692.13, an increase of $705,004.82, or 21.4#, over 

1956.

Free services rendered to patients were considerably 

larger in amount than 1956, $354,711.90, as compared with $287,347.49, 

an increase of $67,363.41, or slightly more than 23#.

Combining potential earnings with free services, gross 

business for 1957 topped the four-million dollar mark, at $4,350,404.03, 

an increase of $420,026.60 or 11.5#.

Collections on current accounts amounted to $3,485,492.25, 

which, combined with the $4,946.60 collected on old accounts, totaled 

a patient income of $3,490,438.85. This, plus donations and bequests 

of $174,606.83 and Sundry Income of $225,419.73, comprised a total 

cash income of $3,890,465.41, an increase of $299,992.19, or slightly 

more than 8# over 1956.

Operating expenses rose considerably during the year, 

increasing over 15# in 1957, as compared to a 5g# increase of 1956 

over the year of 1955. Total monies outlayed for operating expense 

came to $3,383,984., as compared to $2,940,307. during 1956.

The Hospital’s payroll made up over 71# of the total 

operating expense. Again going over a two—million dollar mark for 

a year period, the payroll costs continued to increase. The $2,341,612.29 

payroll was an increase of $303,820. over 1956, or slightly more than 14#.

Non-operating expenses decreased considerably in 1957,



notwithstanding the completion of the air-conditioning program 

begun the previous year. These expenditures decreased from the 

1956 amount of $654,994.21 to $572,187.95, a drop of $82,806.26, 

or slightly more than 1U%. Included in the non-operating costs was 

the sum of $48,929 interest paid on the loan for the "Our Lady of
ft

Victory Unit. The impressive sum of $283,000 was paid on the 

principal, as compared with $48,000 applied on it in 1956.

Equipment and furniture purchases amounted to $82,507.54,' 

as compared to expenditures of $7 1,10 1.3 4 for these items in 1956.

Cash disbursements during 1957 reached a total of 

$3,956,172.65, which was an increase of $360,871.01, or more than 

10% over 1956.

Income by month fluctuated considerably. Highest monthly 

income for the year, $333,927.75 was recorded in March. The lowest 

income month was September, when receipts totaled $205,907.91.

However, September was the exception, not the rule, as eight other 

months had a gross income of more than $275,000 each.

At the close of 1957, Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph's 

Hospital had a mortgage indebtedness of $1,216,000. Accounts payable 

were in the amount of $96,820.84 and there was a total of $54,337.17 

Cash on Hand.

STATISTICAL DATA

Saint Joseph's Hospital treated a considerably greater 

number of patients in the year of 1957 than it did in 1956. The



■patients availing themselves of the services offered by the hospital 

during the past year totaled 33,59$ In-patients and Out-patients, as 

compared with 29,538 in 195$, an increase of 13.7$. Out-patient care 

began pushing back up, for in 1957 the total Out-patients treated 

reached 14,304 as compared with 9,962 in 195$ and 20,249 in 1955.

The number of psychiatric Out-patients treated in 1957 dropped somewhat 

from the 195$ total, 3,352 as compared with 4,338 in 1956.

There were 16,695 In-patients admitted to Saint Joseph's * 

during the year as compared with 16,827 in 1956, a decrease of 262 

or 1-|$. However, the total patient days care received by these 

16,695 In-patients waS 186,159 as compared with 185,852. days of 

patient care in 1956, a total increase in day care of 307 days.

The 5,153 full pay patients accounted for 51,530 of the 

total days treatment. Part pay patients, in the number of 12,125, 

accounted for 114,609 of the patient days care, while free patients, 

in the number of 2,002, received 20,020 patient days care.

Laboratory tests showed a large increase, jumping from a 

total of 189,916 to 231,964, an increase of 42,048. Autopsies 

totaled 159, a drop of 60 from the previous year. They were per

formed in 33$ of the 483 deaths in the hospital during the year. 

Patients who expired within twenty-four hours after admission numbered 

137. Radiographic examinations increased considerably during the 

past year, 21,584, contrasted to 18,560 in the previous year.

Fluoroscopic exams numbered 4,378 in 1957 as against 

4,238 in 1956. X-ray therapy treatments dropped somewhat sharply, 

19,715 as compared with 34,082 in 1956.



Surgical procedures, totaling 5,940, including 2,842 

major and 3,098 minor cases, were performed.

Medical admissions numbered 4,577, a slight decrease from 

1956 when there were 4,873 such admissions.

Pediatric patients numbered 2,191, an increase of 204. 

Psychiatric patients comprised a total of 731, a decrease of 140 

from 1956.

Saint Joseph's, during 1957, could not quite reach the 

obstetrical record of 1956 when 2,698 babies were born at the 

hospital. The total births for 1957 reached 2,597, a still impressive 

figure.

The Hospital's X-ray Department, during 1957, accommodated 

10 ,6 6 1 patients with a total of 55,718 exposures.

ADMINISTRATION

Saint Joseph's during the year again was fully accredited 

by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Hospitals, being one of 

eleven hospitals in Omaha to be given this distinction. The 

Accreditation program was announced by the American College of 

Surgeons in 1917 and begun in 1918. Saint Joseph's was one of the 

original 89 hospitals in the United States earning the honor of 

full accreditation.

Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph's Hogpital, with other Omaha 

hospitals, as their contribution to Omaha's ten-day, Second Century 

Jubilee Celebration, opened their doors from 4:00 to 6:00 P. M. on 

June 9th, for conducted tours of the institution, affording Qmahans



an excellent opportunity to have some of the complex workings of 

the hospital explained to them.

Francis J. Bath, Assistant Administrator, was appointed 

a member of the Nebraska Hospital Advisory Council by Governor 

Victor E. Anderson for a two-year term to fill the unexpired term 

of Sister M. Olive Cullenberg of Immanuel Hospital, who had been 

the first hospital administration representative on the State Board 

which was initially appointed in 1947. Mr. Bath's term was to extend 

from April 12, 1957 to September 16, 1959.

"HOW HOSPITALS COULD BEST COOPERATE WITH CLERGY FOR THE 

SPIRITUAL WELFARE OF HOSPITAL PATIENTS" was the theme and purpose 

of the regular meeting of the Omaha Area Hospital Council on April 11th 

at the Immanuel Hospital, which was attended by Sister M. Crescentia, 

Sister M. Corneliana and Mr. Francis J. Bath.

The summer of 1957 brought to completion the $600,000 

air-conditioning program which had been started in the spring of 1956. 

Patients are now able to enjoy the newly air-conditioned facilities 

of the institution, which comprised the entire north section of the 

general hospital. Self-control thermostats now permit the patient 

in each room to adjust the temperature to his own liking, or to shut 

off the air-conditioning completely, if he so desires. Also air- 

conditioned are a group of the surgical suites and the post-operative 

recovery room, as well as X-ray, floor kitchens, labor rooms, patient 

lounges and the Administrative Building. However, a non-air-conditioned 

area, comprising the entire original section of the general hospital, 

still permits assignment of patients to such accommodations if so 

desired. Ceilings were dropped to conceal individual room units and



the water' supply and return lines.

Two iron lungs and seventeen chest respirators in the 

hospital were manned by a rescue squad from the Fire Department when 

the hospital switched its power load to handle air conditioning on 

the 8th of June. The Fire Department officials sent emergency 

generator sets to provide electricity for operation of powered beds 

and equipment during the time that the cut-over was being accomplished 

by the electricians. No mishaps occured and the Sisters were deeply 

grateful to the Fire Department for its splendid cooperation.

Installation of an electric gate to control parking on the 

area between the Nurses Home and Our Lady of Victory buildings was 

completed in September. The purpose of the installation was to provide 

definite parking space for members of the Medical Staff during the 

morning hours. Entrance to the restricted area is possible only 

through the use of the special keys or through a remote control unit 

which is operated by the secretary in the Physical Therapy Department, 

ujcn learning of the presence of patients, emergency vehicles, etc, 

via a microphone located near the key controls. After 1:30 P. M. the 

gate operates with keys or with the use of coins that activate the 

"Entrance" lane gate arm.

Firemen from two stations near Saint Joseph's, under the 

guidance of Mr. Henry J. Sworak, made a two-day familiarization tour 

of the hospital during June. Crews from the two stations who would 

be the first to answer a fire alarm call from the hospital studied the 

hospital layout to learn the best approaches to the building in case 

of fire and the inside location of the hospitalTs sprinkler and hose



systems. Saint Joseph's took part in a week-long local promotion, 

in October, under the sponsorship of the Fire Prevention Committees 

of the Chamber of Commerce, in cooperation with the Omaha Police 

and Fire Departments. The current "Miss Omaha", Miss Marcia Wetzler, 

helped evacuate patients from the hospital in a fire prevention drill. 

This was to refresh memories of trained personnel at the hospital 

regarding their duties in case of an emergency.

Saint Joseph's participated in the sixth annual Business, 

Industry and Education Day, sponsored by Omaha firms, by playing host 

on August 27th to twenty of the 1,650 teachers who visited all phases 

of Omaha's business life. The teachers spent a day investigating 

varied facets of the Omaha industrial and business structure to learn 

more about Omaha business life. They exchanged problems and ideas 

on the greater future of Omaha with Mr. Francis J. Bath, Assistant 

Administrator, their guide. They were guests at. several short lectures, 

one by Dr. Harold N. Neu, who discussed "Educational Needs in a 

Rehabilitation Center". The teachers were guests of the Sisters at a 

luncheon, after which they completed their afternoon sessions.

A one-day Psychiatric Institute for all clergy in the Qnaha 

area was presented in the Auditorium of the "Our Lady of Victory Unit" 

on May 1st. The clinic was co-sponsored by the "Our Lady of Victory Unit" 

Staff and the Faculty of the Creighton University School of Medicine 

Department of Neuropsychiatry.

The Administrative Staff reminded all the Medical Staff 

Members in April by an explicit letter of the growing credit problem 

and the steps that the newly reorganized Credit Department was taking



to overcome serious problems existing because of extended credit 

and uncollectible accounts.

REHABILITATION

The National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis increased 

its grant to Saint Joseph’s Rehabilitation Center in 1957, $70,024. 

as compared to $66,822 in 1956. There were o^ther gifts made by 

friends of Saint Joseph's for use in the Rehabilitation Center, 

ranging from $1150 by the Mutual Benefit Halo Club to a $5.00 donation 

by Mrs. Gertrude Elkins.

A Creighton University School of Medicine -student,

Bernard J. Poletti, was awarded a $440 fellowship by the Foundation, 

in June, for study at Saint Joseph's.

The Respiratory and Rehabilitation Center at Saint Joseph’s, 

under the direction of Dr. Harold N. Neu, Tis one of fifteen winning 

continued support by the National Foundation in various parts of the 

United States. Work at the center includes patient care, teaching 

of new techniques for patient care to doctors and other professional 

workers, and research in the field of respiratory problems and evaluation 

of equipment used by paralyzed patients.

The President of the National Foundation announced in October 

that the Foundation would expand its work into other fields, when the 

polio job would no longer claim all of the organization's time and funds. 

The new program, it was announced, would include research in all virus 

fields and efforts to increase the number of qualified professional

workers in the health field



Nearly two-hundred Mothers March on Polio Chairmen, from 

all over the state of Nebraska were guests, January 23rd, at a tea 

sponsored by the National Foundation at the Saint Josephus Rehabilitation 

Center, after which the women toured the Center.

Harry Dinnell, Jr., Therapist at Saint Joseph’s, attended 

a conference of the American Physical Therapy Association in Detroit 

the week of June 28th.

Miss Dorothy Buck, an associate of Dr. George Deaver, of the 

Children’s Division of the University of New York’s Bellevue Medical 

Center, was conducted through Saint Joseph’s Rehabilitation Center 

in June by Dr. Harold. A. Ladwig, Assistant Director, after being 

greeted by Sister M. Crescentia and Sister M. Georgette, Rehabilitation 

Supervisor. Miss Buck expressed herself as being greatly impressed 

with the facilities and work being performed.

The Center was the scene of much real-life drama during 

1957. Activities ranged from voting, with officials of the election 

board bringing the voting facilities to several patients, and 

Mr. Francis J. Bath, Assistant Administrator, notarizing the ballots, 

to a patient being admitted to the Nebraska State Bar without leaving 

the Rehabilitation Center. George H. Turner of Lincoln, State Supreme 

Court Clerk for thirty years, administered the oath to Richard Beal, 

a 38-year-old patient confined to Saint Joseph's since March of 1956, 

in a ceremony unprecedented in Nebraska, according to Mr. Turner.

Mr. Beal had been a lawyer for an insurance firm in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin before polio struck him. His family moved to 

Omaha to be with him, after his transfer to Saint Joseph's Rehabilitation



Center, where, as his condition began to improve, he continued his 

studies in order to pass the Nebraska Bar Examinations.

Officials at Saint Joseph’s Hospital not only helped their 

handicapped during the year, they hired them also. Five partially 

ja ralyzed "graduates" of the hospital's Department of Rehabilitation 

were hired as full-time employees during the year. Miss Betty Lenneman, 

19, was hired as a secretary in the Rehabilitation Department's Social 

Service office. Miss Lorraine Nollette, 19, went to work in the 

Admitting office, doing general typing and filing. Miss Patricia Schuele, 

age 20, went to work in the Medical Records Room, while Quentin Gillett, 

age 25, was placed in.the Business Office. Mrs. John Strudl, 28, 

accepted the position as Instructor in Pediatrics Nursing.

Polio victims from many states, including Kansas, South 

Dakota, Missouri and Oklahoma, came to Saint Joseph's during the 

year for rehabilitation treatment.

The Omaha World-Herald continued to give much publicity 

to the work being done in the Rehabilitation Center throughout the 

year. Readers responded strongly to appeals for remembrance of 

eight-year-old Bonnie Biere, of Peru, Nebraska, a polio victim since 

the age of three. Bonnie underwent corrective surgery on her knee 

on July 18 and her birthday followed shortly. By her birthday, Bonnie 

had received 2,200 cards and 48 packages from four states, including 

the gift of a portable television from the World-Herald readers.

An 18-year-old patient, Dixie Wadlington, of Ada, Oklahoma, 

was cheered on in her fight to recovery by more than four-hundred 

residents of Alabama, through efforts of Omaha friends, who contacted



a newspaper in Alabama. Dixie's iron lung even sported an Alabama 

car license, with the slogan "the heart of Dixie".

Dr. Harold Neu and his staff provided a full course turkey- 

dinner for 21 respiratory cases on December 18. Most of the 21 

paralytics were polio patients.

STAFF

Dr. Thomas R. Simon, a graduate of the St. Louis University 

School of Medicine, was appointed Associate Professor of Pathology 

of the Creighton University School of Medicine in February and an 

Associate Attending in Pathology at Saint Joseph's.. Dr. Simon came 

to Omaha from New York City where he was the Director of Cytology 

for the Memorial Center for Cancer and Allied Diseases, a part of 

Cornell University.

Dr. Leo T. Heywood and Dr. Vincent Moragues, both of the 

Saint Joseph's Medical Staff, were two members of a group, along with 

Dr. John F . Sheehan, Research Associate Professor of Clinical 

Cystology at Creighton University, who were awarded a grant of 

$13,403 for cancer research from the Public Health Service in April. 

The grant was effective June 1 and was used for research in the 

detection of cancer of the uterus.

Creighton University officially announced, in July, the 

appointment of Dr. Alfred W. Brody, Associate Professor of Medicine 

at the University, as full-time Heart Research Professor, the sixth 

such appointment in the United States and the first in the state of 

Nebraska. Dr. Brody received a grant of $20,000 from the Nebraska



Heart Association to support the research activities of the Chair 

of Cardio-Vascular Research. Dr. Brody holds a Masters Degree from 

Columbia University, Doctor of Medicine Degree from Long Island College 

of Medicine and a Doctor of Science Degree from the University of 

Pennsylvania, and also studied at the University of Vienna. Dr. Brody 

came to Omaha in 1954 from the University of Pennsylvania where he 

was a graduate student. A major portion of Dr. Brody's work is 

conducted in the Cardio-Vascular Laboratory at Saint Joseph's Hospital.

Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph's Hospital received a $3,000 

initial grant, in July, from the Nebraska Division, American Cancer 

Society, for cancer research and the maintenance of a cancer registry. 

The research work is under the direction of Dr. James F. Kelly, Sr., 

head of the Department of Radiology at Saint Joseph's.

Dr. Benedict R. Walske, former Chief of Surgical Service 

at the Veteran's Administration Hospital in Lincoln, has been named 

Acting Director of the Department of Surgery at Saint Joseph's Hospital. 

Dr. Walske received his Bachelor of Science in Medicine from the 

University of Wisconsin and graduated from Marquette University College 

of Medicine.

Dr. Harry H. McCarthy of the Saint Joseph's Medical Staff 

was one of two Omaha doctors awarded plaques in July by the American 

Cyanamid Company for his part in a surgical film program sponsored 

by the American College of Surgeons. Dr. McCarthy was cited for 

his film, "Obstructing Jaundice Complicated by a Diaphragmatic Hiatal

Hernia"



Dr. Frederick G. Gillick, Dean of the Creighton University- 

School of Medicine, made the announcement in November that a research 

grant valued at $11,300 for the first year, had been awarded to 

Dr. Robert P. Heaney by the Atomic Enei-gy Commission. Research work 

will be conducted at both Creighton University and Saint Joseph's 

Hospital, and will entail the study of disease in bone metabolism.

Dr. Heaney, a graduate of the Creighton University School of Medicine 

in 1951, joined the faculty as an Assistant Professor on September 20, 1957 

He completed his Interneship and Residence programs at St. Louis City 

Hospital and taught in various schools of medicine after his interneship.

At the close of the year Dr. John D. Hartigan of the 

Saint Joseph's Medical Staff was appointed a member of the Qmaha- 

douglas County Health Board.

During October Dr. Jerome P. Murphy began preliminary 

experimentation and tests of the new artificial heart-lung machine 

soon to be placed in use in Saint Joseph’s. The machine is designed 

to serve as the heart and lungs of a patient for nearly an hour while 

Cardiac Surgery is performed. The patient’s blood flows across a 

series of 16 screens during which time the blood acquires oxygen.

Two small electric pumps do the work of the heart - pumping the blood 

through the arteries and veins - while the screens serve as lungs.

Dr. Murphy v/as also awarded a $500 grant by the Nebraska Heart Fund 

to carry on his study of heart research.

Little Glenda Sue Mass, of Lake Manawa, Iowa, was the second 

patient to be operated on successfully in the Omaha area through the 

use of the heart-lung machine. The first v/as Victor Grass, 22, of



Pine Ridge, South Dakota, who underwent surgery three weeks prior 

to Glenda Sue for correction of heart damage following rheumatic 

fever. Use of the heart-lung machine made it possible for surgeons 

to cut into Glenda Sue's heart and not be bothered by the flow of 

blood. Although Glenda’s tiny body relied on the machine for only 

sixteen minutes, a team of eleven doctors and nurses required five 

hours to perform the operation. The four-thousand dollar machine was 

a gift from Mrs. Adolph Sachs, widow of the long-time Creighton 

Professor of Medicine. Glenda Sue was well on the road to recovery 

in less than a week following the surgery.

Three members of the Department of Medicine at Creighton 

University School of Medicine were awarded three-year grants for 

hematology training. They were Dr. John R. Walsh, Director of the 

Department, and Drs. Bohdan J. Koszewski and Douglas Terry. The 

grants, valued at $10,000 each year, were made by the National 

Institute of Arthritis and Metabolic Diseases. Dr. Walsh will 

direct the training program to be conducted at Saint Joseph's and 

the Medical School, beginning July 1. Purpose of the grants is to 

stimulate interest in blood diseases.

Dr. James R. Gilloon, for several years associated with 

Drs. Sachs, Hansen and Magiera, took leave of absence from the 

Medical Staff and left June 11 for Rochester, Minnesota to begin a 

three-year Residency in Internal Medicine at the Mayo Clinic. Dr. 

Gilloon interned here at Saint Joseph’s from July 1, 1953 to 

July 1, 1954. He had been a member of the Associate Staff at Saint 

Joseph’s.



Dr. John E. Fitzpatrick, who interned at Saint Joseph’s 

from July 1, 1952 to July 1, 1953* took leave from the Medical Staff 

in June to begin a three-year Residency at St. Louis University 

and associated institutions of the St. Mary’s Hospital group.

Dr. Fitzpatrick also had been a member of the Associate Staff.

Dr. Benjamin L. Lynch returned to his post as Dean of 

the Creighton University School of Dentistry in June, after two years 

service in the Army. Dr. Lynch became Dean of the School in June of 

1954 and held the post one year before entering the service.

Dr. Harold N. Neu, Medical Director of the Saint Joseph’s 

Hospital Respiratory and Rehabilitation Center, departed for Europe 

in July. By invitation, he presented papers at the Fourth International 

Poliomyelitis Congress in Geneva. In London, he attended the Seventh 

International Congress for the Welfare of Cripples.

Two members of the Medical Staff went to meetings in 

Atlantic City, N, J. and Chicago, HI. Dr. Frederick G. Gi H ick 

attended the Teaching Institute of the Association of American Medical 

Colleges in Atlantic City, October 15 to 19. Dr. Richard L. Egan,

Assistant Dean, joined him there for the annual meeting October 21 to 23.

The following week Dr. Gillick headed a panel at a meeting 

of the American Heart Association in Chicago.

Christmas donations of the Staff Doctors at Saint Joseph’s 

totaled a generous $3720. of which Dr. William F. Clark and Dr. James O’Neil 

each gave $1,000 while Dr. T. R. McDonell gave $400. Dr. E. C. Nemec 

remembered Saint Joseph’s with $250. Two doctors, Dr. C. M. Hartman 

and Dr. William H. Schmit^ presented Saint Joseph’s with checks of



$200 each while Dr. Gerald Ries and Dr. Samuel T. Mangamelli each 

donated $100. Drs. Johnson, McCarthy and Gatewood contributed 

$100 for their group, while Dr. J. M. Shramek and Dr. Joseph A. Pleiss 

each contributed $50.

Death claimed several members of Saint Joseph's Medical 

Staff during 1957.

Funeral services for Dr. Louis E. Moon who died on 

December 30, 195$ were held on January 3rd. Dr. Moon had been 

associated with Dr. A. F. Jonas, one of the prominent early Omaha 

surgeons from 1913 to 1917, and thus began the association with 

Saint Joseph's which continued until the time of his death. He was 

an outstanding protocologist and was the senior staff member of that 

specialty at Saint Joseph’s.

Dr. Floyd S. Clarke, 79, an honorary member of Saint 

Joseph's staff, died-on October 23. Dr.-TClarke had been associated

with Creighton University and Saint Joseph's since 1915 and served 

as head of the Department of Pediatrics from 1920 until his retirement 

in 1946. He was one of the early proponents of the use of Gamma 

Gobulin. Dr. Clark received his medical degree from the University 

of Pennsylvania in 1900 and had done post-graduate study in Edinburgh, 

London and Vienna.

Dr. Duaine Doan, a member of the American Psychiatric 

Association, died March 13 at the age of 47. Dr. Doan had graduated 

from the Creighton University School of Medicine in 1933 and had been 

associated with Saint Joseph's since 1948, practicing in the Department 

of Psychiatry.



Dr. John A. Borghoff passed away on February 21, at 

othe age of 61. Dr. Borghoff, who had joined St. Joseph's Staff 

in 1924, was one of the nation's foremost skin specialists and 

was Professor of Dermatology and Co-Director of that Department 

at Creighton. He v/as a member of the American Academy of 

Dermatology and Syphiology.

Another Staff member, Dr. Lester C. Hilsabeck, died at 

Saint Joseph's on May 5 at the age of 75» Dr. Hilsabeck, a Creighton 

University School of Medicine graduate of 1910, was a General 

Practioner who had joined the Medical Staff in April of 1937.

A former Staff member, Dr. August Frederick Jonas, Jr., 

died at his home at Saratoga, California on November 2nd at the 

age of 48. His father, Dr. August Frederick Jonas, Sr., for many 

years v/as Medical Director of the Union Pacific Department prior 

to his death in 1928. Dr. Jonas, Jr. was graduated cum laude 

in 1933 from the Harvard Medical School. He interned at Johns 

Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland and later became a member 

of the Resident Surgical Staff there. He joined Saint Joseph's 

Staff in 1942, as a member of the Department of Surgery.

DONATIONS

The Ford Foundation made final payment on March 16th of 

grants to private hospitals in Nebraska. Saint Joseph's received 

the largest payment, $125,000, making a total of $250,000 given 

the institution by the Foundation. This money was applied upon the 

air-conditioning installation loan that had been made from the

Omaha National Bank



The Creighton Circle Style Show, held on February 27, 

for the benefit of Saint Joseph's Hospital was under the general 

chairmanship of Mrs. C. M. Hartmann. The six-hundred women 

attending comprised a capacity turnout and the Sisters, as always, 

were deeply grateful for the efforts and attainments of this group, 

which netted $3,600 for Saint Joseph's.

Gifts from benefactors of the hospital surpassed $10,000. 

These benefactions varied in amounts, from $6,000 from the Caroline 

and Carl Swanson Foundation to a $5.00 donation to the Polio Center 

from Mrs. Gertrude K. Elkins. The Mutual Benefit Halo Club donated 

$1,150 and labeled it for use in the Occupational Therapy Department 

of the Rehabilitation Center. Dr. Edmond M. Walsh gave the Sisters 

$72.00 for altar flowers at Christmas time. Dr. Harry J. Jenkins 

contributed $192.00 for the purchase of a marble statue of the Infant 

of Prague, which was placed out-of-doors,.at the parking lot entrance 

to the Our Lady of Victor;. Unit. A practical nurse had given a 

statue of the Infant to the Sisters some years previously, out of 

gratitude to the Infant of Prague for the recovery of her ailing 

sister. The statue, after several years of exposure, began to decay 

and crumble. Dr. Jenkins, noting the condition of the statue, offered 

to replace it with the marble one that now is enclosed in glass. The 

practical nurse, desirous of keeping her promise to the Infant, replaced 

her statue with one for use inside the hospital.

Mrs. Margaret G. Myers, who passed away in 1955, continued 

after her death with her kindnesses to Saint Joseph's. Through her 

will, a bequest of $3,500 v/as made to the hospital. Mrs. Myers, widow



of an outstate rancher, began her donations to Saint Joseph's 

in gratefulness for the care rendered to her daughter when the 

latter was a patient at Saint Joseph's.

Mr. A. Horace Erickson contributed $1,000 to the hospitalrs 

Polio Fund and the hospital received a $795.14 bequest of the 

residuary estate of John Frisch, brother of Sister M. Fulgentia, O.S.F.

The Northern Natural Gas Company gave the Sisters $200 and

Dr. John E. Courtney presented them with a check in the amount of $250.

"In Memoriam" gifts totaled $205 in 1957, with Dr. Werner Jensen 

a constant contributor in this group, with "in lieu of flowers" 

donations upon the death of his relatives, friends and patients.

Christmas gifts from friends of the Sisters amounted to 

$3,830. The Knights of Ak-Sar-Ben continued their yearly donation 

of $1500 for the Sisters* charity patient work, while Carpenter Paper 

Company contributed $1,000 and Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Miller gave 

$500, Mrs. Hugo Schmidt remembered the Sisters with $200 as a con

tinuing expression of her appreciation for the care given her daughter 

during a long period of confinement in Saint Joseph's in recent years* 

Several Omaha business firms contributed gifts of $100. Many others 

gave gifts ranging from $5.00 to $100.00

IMPROVEMENTS AND NEW EQUIPMENT

The Sisters continued to progress during the year in their 

purchases of new equipment and fixtures to facilitate operation of 

the hospital and service to patients.

Advance through installation of new equipment, was made

in many departments of the hospital,



Among these purchases was a Fluoroscopic Unit, Grid,

Cone and Tube with Radiographic and Fluoroscopic cables which was 

installed in the X-ray Department at an outlay of $1/+,976.62.

Added also was a new "Imperial" table, plus a new steel insulated 

tank, Cassettes and Par-speed screens at a total cost of $1202.

The National Sound Equipment Company installed a sound 

system in the Sisters' dining room at a cost of $244.50, for the 

convenience of spiritual reading, announcements, etc. for the 

Sisters.

An intercom system from Laboratory to Surgery, for the 

speed-up of transmission of Laboratory reports for diagnosis during 

surgical procedures, was installed at a cost of $790.70 and one 

was installed in the Physical Therapy Department for $430.

The Premature Nursery acquired two Armstrong Baby 

Incubators with stands, at a cost of $662.52.

A Heidbrink Anesthesia Machine was ‘installed in the 

0B Department for $756.50, in order that Saint Joseph's might have 

the most modern anesthetic equipment for that division, while four 

air-conditioners were placed in the Labor Rooms for the comfort of 

patients at a total cost of $862.99.

The Laboratory acquired a Duo Autotechnicon and two 

radial parrafin baths, costing $1762.07, to replace a single unit 

Autotechnicon.

Surgery installed a Castle Instrument Washer-Sterilizer

at an outlay of $2,200



Several Comptometer Dictating machines were purchased 

for various departments, the Business Office receiving $1,219.06 

worth of new equipment while 9 Comptometer Dictation Units, 2 

Comptometer Transcribing Units and a Telephone Recorder, at a total 

cost of $3,270.24, were procured for Medical Records.

An addition for transporting food from kitchen to floors 

for serving wis a Food Conveyor purchased at a cost of $665.

The Business Office acquired a rebuilt accounting machine 

at an outlay of $4,830 in order to facilitate the work-load of the 

accounting department.

A Frigidaire Water Cooler xvas installed in the School of 

Nursing for $185.

Twelve Simmons Orthopedic beds were purchased for 

$2200 for various patient rooms.

New office-furniture, including 6 desks, 4 posture chairs, 

along with other items, in the total amount of $542. was placed in 

the Business Office and some new light fixtures were installed at 

a cost of $170.33.

A large several unit upholstered sectional davenport and 

two chairs were placed in the patient waiting room at an expenditure 

of $721.90 .

Four table lamps were purchased for the convent at a cost

of $77.00.

In modernizing the Newborn Nursery, all new bassinets were

procured at a cost of $7,015. The fifty individual bassinets and



foam rubber mattresses replaced tandem bassinets holding four 

infants. Each of the new units included transparent plastic 

baskets to provide visual observance of all babies in the nursery 

by the nurses. Each unit likewise contained facilities for each 

baby's needs, including bathing facilities, diapers, etc.

New furniture, at a cost of $817.69, was purchased for 

Room 380 as a refurnishing project by Mr. and Mrs. Frank L. E. Smith, 

who previously had dedicated Room 380 as a memorial to the latter's 

parents, Mr. and Mrs. Gottlieb Storz. Major pieces were.an all

electric bed, a dresser, bedside table, cabinet, over-bed table 

and two chairs. The Smiths also provided a gift of more than 

$1,000 for maintenance of the Storz Memorial room.

Two new card files were installed in the Record Room 

at a cost of $159.

A four-drawer letter file and a metal supply cabinet, 

both in grey, were purchased for the Tumor Clinic office at a cost 

of $255.

Fourteen seven-person clothes lockers were purchased in 

March for various employee dressing rooms at a cost of $735.

Additions to patients rooms included 144 pair of side rails 

for beds and a number of bed lamps. These included 120 pair of 

navy surplus equipment side rails which were bought at a cost of 

$2400 .

A 30g,r power paper cutter, costing $2,143, greatly eased 

the task of cutting paper stock.



The Hospital purchased two Halsted-Mitchell cooling towers 

for use with the air-conditioning units in the Snack Shop and 

School of Nursing Classroom NH1.

Six portable Gomco aspirators were secured in October for 

Central Service issuance to Medical and Surgical service floors at 

a cost of $1,000.

The Housekeeping Department acquired an eighteen-inch deluxe 

floor scrubbing and polishing machine in October at a cost of $413#

In the Carpentry Shop, a power saw with shaper was added 

to the motorized equipment during December at an expenditure of

$147.

A thirty-inch Toro Whirlwind power lawn-mower with mulching 

attachment eased the work of the grounds maintenance crew during 

the summer season. The unit cost $57$.

A used power cement mixer was purchased for the grounds 

maintenance force for $75.

An expansion of the pneumatic tube system was completed 

during the summer months to serve the First and Fourth floors of OLV, 

as well as the Nursing Service Office on the ground floor of the 

School of Nursing. The improvement required an addition of seven 

power control units at a central dispatching station and the running 

of approximately 1600 feet of 4" tubing to service the three new 

receiving and dispatching stations. Total cost of the project v/as 

$8,090.



SCHOOL OF NURSING

This year there was an increase in the number of the 

graduating class of the School of Nursing, with 47 nurses receiving 

diplomas as compared to 40 graduating in 1956. All 47 successfully 

wrote the State licensing examination. On June 3rd they attended 

Graduation Mass and Breakfast at the Hospital. They took part in 

Bacculaureate services in conjunction with Creighton University on 

June 4th and received their diplomas at the University on June 5th.

58$ of the graduates of the class remained on general staff nursing 

at Saint Joseph's, continuing the trend of the class of 1956, when over 

half of the graduates remained. The incoming class -in September of 

1957 totaled 59 members, one less than the number of students entering 

in 1956.

The Students Annual Retreat was held in two groups,

January 26, 27 and 28th and January 29, 3Q and 31st. The Retreat 

was conducted by the Reverend Jason Komer, O.F.M.

The capping ceremony for members of the Freshman Class was 

held in the Our Lady of Victory Auditorium on February 3.

The Freshman Class sponsored an "Ivy League Hop" February 9 

in the "Our Lady of Victory" Auditorium.

The "Queen of the Sweetheart" Ball, held on February 13 

was Mary Ann Hart, The dance, the Ninth Annual Queen of Hearts Ball, 

was held at Peony Park.

Eight-seven senior and junior students, and the Medical- 

Surgical nursing instructors, in March, wrote the Cancer Knowledge



Test for Nurses which vras composed under the auspices of the National 

Cancer Institute.

Junior-Senior Prom night, April 24, was held in the ballroom 

of the Blackstone Hotel. Reverend Jerome E. Rohrer, of Creighton Prep, 

was the guest speaker following a 7:00 P. M. dinner. Catherine Sweeney 

was toastmistress for the event.

Forty years had elapsed since the death of a student nurse 

in an auto accident in 1917, but on May 19th the School and the entire 

hospital personnel were stunned by the tragic and untimely deaths 

of three of its senior students, Cora Boes, JoAnne McCarthy, Sally Hoeven, 

all twenty years of age. The three students, along with Michael La Mendola, 

a Creighton University medical student from Amsterdam, New York, were 

killed in an auto accident near Carroll, Iowa, just seventeen days short 

of graduation. Mr. LaMendola and Miss Boes had visited the Boes home 

in Ogden, Iowa. Miss Hoeven, of Storm Lake, Iowa, had visited Iowa 

State College at Ames that week-end while Miss McCarthy had visited 

at her home in Fort Dodge, Iowa. A fourth student, Mary Elizabeth Bidder, 

of North Platte, Nebraska v/as injured in the same crash and hospitalized 

at Carroll, Iowa. All were en route back to Chiaha at the time of the 

fatal accident. Senior nursing students at Saint Joseph's attended 

funeral services held in Iowa for their classmates. Each of the Iowa 

funerals was attended by a group of fifteen nurses. Wearing Uniforms 

and nursing capes, they formed a guard of honor. Faculty members 

accompanied each group. They were Sister M. Louis, Director of the 

School of Nursing; Sister M. Eleanore, head of the Psychiatric Department; 

Mrs. Jeanne Keller and Miss Catherine Corboy.



Just a week later, on May 24th, a further shock was rendered 

to the School of Nursing faculty and student body, when nineteen-year-old 

Joanne Kelley, a student nurse from Plattsmouth, Nebraska, was one of 

three who were fatally injured in an auto accident at Plattsmouth.

The Student Association, in memory of their sister students, 

undertook the project of gathering funds for erection of a shrine to 

Our Lady of the Highways, to be placed in the School. A total of 

$76l was collected for this purpose.

The School of Nursing held its annual May Procession and 

Crowning Thursday, May 23, with Mary Camazzo, Sodality Prefect, 

crowned as May Queen.

The gift of the graduating class was $150 for a microphone 

for the main classroom. The Student Association made a gift of an 

air-conditioner to be used in the library.

Marge Hanna received a semester college scholarship presented 

to her by the School of Nursing Alumni Association.

The nurse membership of the School of Nursing faculty totaled 

twenty-three. Of this number, all twenty-three held active membership 

in the American Nurses Association while fifteen were members of the 

National League for Nursing and fourteen were members of the National 

Council of Catholic Nurses. All nurse members were currently licensed 

in Nebraska.

The Committee of Nursing Education completed an interesting 

and very busy year during which the Faculty participated in many 

activities both within and outside the organization. Officers of the 

Committee on Nursing Education were Mrs. Jeanne Keller, Chairman;



Sister M. Eianor, Vice-chairman; and Miss Catherine Corboy,

Secretary.

The most significant accomplishment of this Committee 

during the year was the revision of the Educational Policies of the 

School of Nursing, which was done in September prior to the opening 

of the school year. A work group composed of faculty members para

phrased the statement of philosophy and expanded the statement of 

objectives of the school. The syllabi likewise showed clearly the 

defined student learning experiences in each clinical area of instruction. 

The sequence for teaching the various units in Medical-Surgical Nursing 

has been rearranged so that beginning in 1958, three units will be 

taught in the summer. These three units will be listed in the 

curriculum plan as Medical-Surgical Nursing. The content was changed 

only slightly, but some nursing techniques previously taught in 

Fundamentals of Nursing Care were placed in the respective Medical- 

Surgical units for concurrent teaching. Among other accomplishments 

of the Committee was the reviewing and revising of the annual agreement 

between the Creighton University and the School of Nursing.

A. course in Emergency and Disaster Planning was developed 

and taught for Senior Students.

Members of the faculty of the School of Nursing attended 

many local, state and national organization meetings during the year.

Several faculty members attended the Workshop on Dynamics 

of Administration at the Nebraska Psychiatric Institute, held in Omaha,

March 18 to 22



Mrs. Maxine Jacks was the Chairman of the panel entitled 

"Educational Programs within Saint Joseph's" on B.I.E. Day on August 27. 

Mrs. Jacks was also the Chairman of the Conference for the Implementation 

of Quality Patient Care sponsored by the Nebraska State League for 

Nursing on March 13, 14 and 15th.

Mrs. Jeanne Keller attended the Nebraska State Board of 

Nursing Conference at St. Catherine's Hospital on May 24th and the 

Institute for Clergy at Saint Joseph’s on May 1.

Sister M. Georgette represented Saint Joseph's at the annual 

conventions of the Catholic Schools of Nursing, and the Catholic 

Hospital Association .of the United States and Canada, in Cleveland, Ohio, 

May 25 to 30th.

Sister M. Eleanor was present at the Workshop for Diploma 

and Associate Degree Programs at Chicago, Illinois, May 13 and 14, 

following the National League for Nursing Annual Convention.

Miss Constance Rojas went to the Annual Convention of the 

Catholic Schools of Nursing at Cleveland, Ohio, May 25th and 26th, and the 

Educational Administrators Consultants and Teachers Sectional meeting 

at Methodist Hospital, Omaha, on October 8th.

Sister M. Louis traveled to the Conference on the Implementation 

of Quality Patient Care March 13 to 15th; the convention of the National 

League for Nursing in May at Chicago; in connection with the convention, 

she also participated in the Workshop for Diploma and Associate Degree 

Programs; the Nebraska State Board of Nursing Conference at St. Catherine's 

Hospital on May 24th and the Convention of the Nebraska State Nurses 

Association at Lincoln, October 30 to November 1.



Ellen Morris, Class of *58, attended the Governor's Council 

on Youth, in October, as a guest of the Nebraska League for Nursing.

Mrs. Maxine Jacks, Assistant Director of Nursing Service, 

was one of three Nebraska Nurses who attended the International Council 

of Nurses xvhen they met in Rome, Italy, May 27 to June 14, 1957.

Marcia Barnes, student nurse at Saint Joseph's, was elected 

President of the Nebraska State Student Nurses Association on October 2.9.

Karol Smith, student nurse, and one of five contestants 

representing other Omaha nursing schools, was enthroned as Omaha's 

Student Nurse Queen on October 25.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph's Hospital School of 

Nursing Alumni Association was composed of 283 members during 1957*

The officers for the- organization were Jean Christiansen, President;

Mary Kay O'Neill, Vice President; Letitia O'Connor, Secretary and 

Nancy Murphy, Treasurer.

The Annual Banquet was held at the Athletic Club on May 9 

with the Reverend Paul Smith, S. J. as guest speaker. Other guests were 

Reverend Gerald Fitzgibbon, S. J., Reverend Charles H. Strassberger,
I

and Marie Bastian.

A gift of $150 was given to the school to help pay for an 

air-conditioner for the School office and a gift of $200 from the 

Alumni Association to the Student Loan Fund was made in December.



MEDICAL LIBRARY

Playing a quiet but invaluable role in the operation of the

hospital was the function of the Medical Library, a recognized institutional 

Member of the Medical Library Association, and also an active member 

of the National Catholic Library Association. The large, well-lighted 

library reading room, with a seating capacity of fifty people, processed 

32,610 applications for books during the year, not including the 

service to hospital patients by the Gray Ladies0 During the past 

year 3$3 volumes were added, which included 334 professional titles.

The library expedites its operation by having a considerable number 

of journals bound. During 1957, 126 volumes of these journals which 

are received on continuous subscription, were bound. Summary for the 

year of 1957 indicated a total outlay for library materials of 

$1994.92, of which $1509.15 was spent for journals and books.

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

The Most Reverend Gerald T. Bergan, D.D., Archbishop of 

Omaha, was celebrant at the.76th annual observance of the Feast of 

Saint Joseph in the Main Chapel on March 19th. Reverend Edward Applebaum, 

pastor of Holy Cross Parish, Omaha, delivered the festal sermon. Members 

of the participating clergy were dinner guests of the Sisters of Saint 

Francis, following the ceremonies.

The Bishop of Paderborn, Germany, visited Omaha and while' 

here paid a visit to Saint Joseph's Hospital during the latter part 

of August. ■

The Nebraska area mourned the death of Bishop Louis B. Kucera,



of Lincoln, who passed away on April 9. Services were held at 

St. Mary's Cathedral in Lincoln. Bishop Kucera, head of the Catholic 

Diocese of Lincoln, died in Saint Elizabeth's Hospital, Lincoln, after 

suffering his third heart attack. Among those from Saint Joseph*s 

attending Bishop Kucera's funeral were Sister M. Crescentia Wickenhauser,

Sister M. Corneliana Micek and Sister M, Erhardina Mosch.

Sister M. Consolata Hugg, R.N., Director of Maintenance 

Personnel, joined with two other members of her profession in celebrating 

the Diamond Jubilee of their reception into our Community at the Mother- 

house on June 4.

The Sisters were saddened by the death, in April, of the 

Very Reverend Paul Zuercher, S. J., president of Creighton University 

from 1937 to 1943, who at 39 was the youngest man ever to hold that 

position.

Sisters residing at Saint Joseph's during the summer of 1957 

while taking summer sessions at Creighton University were Sister M. Joella Rever 

Sister M. Angelita Weber and Sister M. Pius.

Sister Rosalia Urzendowski, Sister Margaret Mary Preister and 

Sister M. Michaline resided at the hospital while they attended Creighton 

University during 1957.

Reverend Jason Komer, O.F.M., was Retreat Master for the 

Sisters August 5 to 10th.

Two events of historic significance to the local Franciscan 

community were celebrated jointly at Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph's 

Hospital on September 30.



The dual observance commenorated the 98th anniversary 

of the founding of the Poor Sisters of Saint Francis, as well as the 

87th anniversary of the opening of Creighton Memorial Saint Joseph's, 

which ranks as the oldest hospital in point of continuous service in 

the state of Nebraska.

The event opened with High Mass in the Saint Joseph's 

Chapel, with Reverend Charles H. Strassberger as celebrant. During 

the day the Sisters joined in several recreational periods which 

included a review of the histories of both the Franciscan Sisterhood 

and the hospital. In Omaha for the twin event was Venerable Mother 

Mary Asella Wilcheck, O.S.F., Provincial Superioress of the Saint 

Joseph’s Province, from the Motherhouse at Colorado Springs, Colorado, 

as well as Mother Mary Basilia Kugler, O.S.F., first Mother Provincial 

of the Western Province when it was established March 19, 1932,

OTHER NOTES OF INTEREST

National Board examinations for X-ray Technicians were 

held May 4,under the supervision of Dr. James F. Kelly, M. D., 

at St. Joseph's for twenty applicants from Nebraska and Iowa. The 

examinations were held again on November 2, with 21 applicants 

participating.

Eighteen medical secretary students of the Commercial 

Extension School of Commerce, Omaha, accompanied by their instructor,

Miss Ann Pettis, -visited the hospital on October 8th. Mr. Francis J. Bath, 

Assistant Administrator, suggested to their instructor, by letter, that 

the tour be made a regular part of the curriculum of the school.



A four-day course on X-ray techniques from October 22 to 25th, 

brought to Saint Joseph's seventeen Sisters, representing hospitals 

in Nebraska, South Dakota, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota and New Mexico.

The program was conducted by Mr. James Morgan, Technical Service 

Instructor for Catholic Hospitals, of the General Electric X-ray Company, 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

In order that the hospital might be prepared for an expected 

extensive outbreak of Asian flu, a majority of the hospital’s employees 

received inoculations of the Asian flu vaccine during the month of 

September. Polio patients also were offered the vaccine. Preventive 

measures were well worth while because by the first week in November 

the Asian flu outbreak was considered of epidemic proportions. Saint 

Joseph's requested volunteer nursing service from nurses not then 

currently employed, as the hospital personnel could not easily handle 

the added load. Despite the severe shortage of help, Saint Joseph’s 

on November 7th cared for a near capacity load of 606 patients.

April of 1957 brought a distinguished visitor to Omaha and 

to Saint Joseph’’s Hospital, in the person of His Excellency Manlio Brosio, 

Italian Ambassador to the United States. Ambassador Brosio was in 

Omaha to accept the annual Creighton University Distinguished Service 

Award in the Field of Diplomacy and while here was taken on a conducted 

tour of Omaha, which included a visit to Saint Joseph’s.

The kindness of the Sisters in caring for a young boy in 1925, 

whose parents were then unable to pay, was rewarded on July 9, 1957, 

when the patient’s mother appeared at the hospital office with $133.00 

which she remembered as being the amount of the account. The mother 

declined to give her name or that of her son and even refused to accept 

a receipt for the money, saying only "Just have the Sisters, pray that



I have a happy death".

On St. Nicholas night, December 6th, teams of Sisters 

and employees, accompanied by Santa Claus, in the person of 

Peter Joseph McNamara, made the rounds of the General Hospital 

and OLV, visiting patients in all Departments and presenting to 

them small plaster statues made and hand-decorated by 

Sister M. Erhardina, our Sacristan. Christmas music played over 

loud-speakers and the entire event was sincerely enjoyed and 

appreciated by the patients. At the conclusion, punch and cookies 

were served in the Administration office for personnel mrticipating 

in the event.

Kathy Vazzano, an eight-year-old Omaha girl, best illustrated 

how the general public can benefit from the efforts of the hospitals, 

through the media of newspapers, to acquaint them with the progress 

being made in all fields of medicine, surgery and research.

Kathy's mother, encouraged by heart-surgery stories in the 

Omaha World-Herald, was advised that surgery could be performed upon 

Kathy, who was born with an atrial septal defect, a hole between the 

two chambers of the heart. Blood which was supposed to be going into 

the body instead was leaking back into the lungs. Kathy underwent 

surgery at Saint Joseph's on January 16th, with hypothermia technique. 

Her body was submerged in a tank of ice water and her temperature 

lowered, thus allowing the surgeon to operate without interference from 

the flowing blood. She has recovered and, according to her physician, 

may expect a normal adulthood.



BLUE CROSS

Blue Cross payments to the hospital continued their upward 

trend. $375,657.50 was paid to the hospital by Nebraska Blue Cross 
in 1957, as compared to $346,248.51 in 1956, a substantial increase 

of $29,408.99 or 8j$.

Blue Shield payments to the hospital, correspondingly, 

were higher. 1957 payments by Blue Shield to the hospital were 

$25,695., an increase of $3,926. over 1956, or 18$,

Dr. Arthur J. Offerman, member of Saint Joseph’s Medical 

Staff, was elected President of National 31ue Shield in March.

Dr. Offerman was honored on May 28 by Directors of the Nebraska 

Blue Shield and Blue Cross for thirteen years of unpaid service to 

these groups. Dr. Offerman was one of the orginators of Blue Shield 

and has been president of the Nebraska Blue Shield since its inception 

in 1944.

Arthur L. Coad, a member of the St. Joseph's Board of Lay 

Advisors, was re-elected President of the Nebraska Blue Cross and 

Treasurer of Nebraska Blue Shield at the annual elections in February. 

Mr. Francis J. Bath was re-elected as Treasurer of the Blue Cross Plan.
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