
Herald, fashion a shield!
Whatever you will, so its bearing be 
Truth and honor and loyalty,
Hard service on a fair-fought field,
And ail for God, His greater glory.
A s for the rest---Well, this is the story .

T h e story of Creighton
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T hursday, O ctober 18th .

9 :30  A . M.—Academic procession to St. John’s Church.
10:00 A . M.—Pontifical High Mass.

The Right Reverend Joseph F. Rummel officiating. 
Sermon on "Religion and Culture” by the Reverend 
John McClorey, S. J.

12 :00 M.—Luncheon for prelates and clergy at the Knights of
Columbus Club.

8 :00 P. M.—Three-act comedy, “Tommy”, presented by the Uni- 
versity Dramatic Club. Auditorium.

Friday, October 19t h .

9 :3 0 A . M.—Academic procession to the University Gymnasium. 
10:00 A . M.—Academic convocation in Gymnasium.

Invocation, The Reverend W . J. Grace, S. J. 
“Tribute to the Founders”, the Right Reverend 
Patrick J. McGovern.
The Semi-Centennial Ode, the Reverend Louis F. 
Doyle, S. J.
Address, “Education and the Main Issues of Life”, 
Mr. James Fitzgerald.
Conferring of Honorary Degrees, President Agnew. 
Benediction, the Reverend John F. McCormick, S. J. 

12:00 M.—Luncheon for regents and d istin g u ish ed  guests,
Knights of Columbus Club.

3 :30 P. M.—Symposium on “Neuroses as a Factor in Human 
Conduct”, Auditorium.
Chairman, Dr. H. von W . Schulte.
The principal paper, the Reverend Raphael Mc- 
Carthy, S. J.
Discussion.

S aturday, O ctober 20th .

9 :00  A . M. and all day—Registration of Alumni.
9 :30 A . M.—Special medical and surgical clinic, St. Joseph ’s 

12 :00 M.—Barbecue, Gymnasium.
2 :00 P. M.—Creighton vs. the University of Oklahoma, Stadium. 
6:00 P. M.—Jubilee-Homecoming dinner, Knight of Columbus 

Club.
9 :00 P. M.—Homecoming ball, Knights of Columbus Ball-room.



o the Patrons, Friends and Alumni of Creighton University I extend 
a very hearty greeting upon this happy occasion of the University’s 
Golden Jubilee. I do this in my own name and also as voicing the 
sentiments of the Officers and Faculty of the University. Our intimate 

knowledge of the educational activities of the University, of its relations with the communiry 
of which it has the honor to be a part, and of its extensive contact with our national life 
through the influence of its numerous and honorable alumni, seem to justify us in the 
pleasant thought that the fifty years in retrospect are a gratifying fulfillment of the noble 
hopes which inspired our illustrious founders to originate the Creighton College of fifty 
years ago.

W e bespeak for the Creighton University of the next half century the unfailing prayers 
and the generous patronage of grateful children and admiring friends.

W . H. A gnew, S. J.
President



EDWARD CREIGHTON

' dward and J ohn C reighton were born in Ohio of poor Irish immigrants. 
Edward, the fifth in a family of nine children, was born on August 6, 1820, and 
John eleven years later on October 15, 1831.

Edward’s education was of the rough and-ready frontier variety, and with only a hurried 
study of the fundamentals he began working as a wagoner at the age of fourteen. A t seven
teen he turned to telegraph construction, in preparation for the enterprise that was to win 
him permanent mention in American history.

The younger brother, John, enjoyed better educational opportunities, and made excellent 
use of them. He even attended a rude Ohio college for a time, but did not graduate. Upon 
the death of his mother in 1854, he joined his brother Edward in the construction business.

In 1856, Edward and John, with their cousin, James, came to Omaha. Here they resumed 
their contracting operations, and shortly after their arrival they constructed the telegraph line 
between St. Joseph and Omaha. But during that first busy year in Omaha Edward did not 
forget the Ohio sweetheart, and on October 7, 1856, he claimed Miss Mary Lucretia Wareham 
in marriage.



M ARY LUCRETIA CREIGHTON

Backed by a grant of $400,000 from Congress the Creighton brothers made their most 
substantial bid for historical fame by constructing the first telegraph line linking the two 
coasts together. The physical difficulties were enormous, and ever present was the Indian 
menance. But in spite of all the difficulties the momentous enterprise that leveled the last 
barrier between East and West was completed, and on October 15, 1861 Edward Creighton 
sent the first message from Salt Lake City to his wife in Omaha.

From, this point on the story of Edward Creighton is one of increasing success, and by 
judicious investments he expanded his little “stake” into a frontier fortune.

It was generally conceded that when Edward Creighton died suddenly in 1874, Omaha had 
lost its leading citizen. He left behind him a widow of sweet and gentle character, a fabulous 
fortune and the benevolent intention of founding a free school in Omaha. Since he had 
made no will, the fortune and the good intention were bequeathed to his widow. The story 
of Mary Lucretia Creighton’s respect for her husband’s wishes forms the foundation chapter 
of the University’s history, for when she died in 1876, she left $50,000 for the founding of 
the school.

The only child of the Creightons had died in infancy, but to mourn their passing was the 
devoted John. For long periods John had been separated from his elder brother during a



COUNT JOHN A. CREIGHTON

protracted trading sojourn in the gold mining camps of Nevada. In 1868 he returned to 
Ohio to marry Sarah Emily Wareham, younger sister of Edward’s wife. Then he re
established his home in Omaha, opened a grocery store, and branched out into cross-country 
freighting. When his brother dropped dead in 1874, John A . Creighton became chief
counsellor to Mary Lucretia, and when that gentle woman died in 1876, he was named chief
beneficiary and executor in her will.

John A. Creighton poured his augmented fortune into charitable works. Besides giving 
more than two million dollars to the University, he gave the city a hospital, a convent for the 
Poor Clare nuns, a home for working girls, and numerous other charitable institutions. H ;s 
partner and inspiration in all these benefactions was his wife, whose solicitude for the welfare 
of the University and close co-operation with her husband earned her the glory of being 
co-founder of the school. Sarah Emily Creighton died in 1888, but the memory of her 
charity only inspired her husband to greater giving.

Three signal distinctions came to John Creighton after the death of his wife. Pope Leo 
XIII knighted him in the order of St. Gregory, and later elevated him to the rank of Papal 
Count in the Holy Roman Empire. In 1900, he was awarded the famed Laetare Medal by
Notre Dame University. On February 7, 1907 he died, and the date has ever since been
observed as Founders’ Day.



SARAH EMILY CREIGHTON

No happier pen could write the tribute to John Creighton and his wife than that of Father 
M. J. Dowling, who wrote, twenty-five years ago:

"John A. Creighton, younger brother of Edward, has proved himself to be in enterprise, 
generosity and public spiritedness the peer of his distinguished brother. He is still among 
us, inflexible in devotion to duty, radiant in social mirth, magnificent in physical propor
tions, open-handed in the relief of distress and, naturally enough, basking in the love of 
rich and poor alike. But let us put off the pronouncing of his panegyric for at least a 
quarter of a century. Those who wish to hear his praises with the simple eloquence of 
grateful admiration may go to the sick in the wards of the Creighton Memorial Hospital, 
or to the students of the different departments of the Creighton University. And if this 
does not suffice let them read in the superb and costly buildings, devoted to education and 
charity, the record of the deeds of John A. Creighton, written in characters that will 
never perish’’.

Since that eulogy was written at silver jubilee time, the twenty-five years for which Father 
Dowling asked have passed, and the great patron has gone from among us. But the sick in 
the hospital, the pious nuns in their convent home, the students at their tasks and the even 
more superb and costly buildings of today have graven the record of the Creightons’ deeds 
still more deeply. But let us put off the pronouncing of their panegyric for at least another 
half century, for only then will their benefactions have burst into full flower.
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TH E JE SU IT  F A C U L T Y
When Bishop O ’Connor found himself in 1877 with 

a school on his hands and no faculty for it, he appealed 
instinctively to the Jesuits. He turned to them as the 
world had been turning to them for more than three 
hundred years. He turned to them with the same 
confidence that the poor Indians showed the “Black- 
robes” of the early days.

The Jesuits were founded in 1540 by Ignatius Loyola, 
later sainted, and a small group of young men. Despite 
sporadic persecutions, they have grown rapidly until they 
are now the largest religious order in the Church. Today 
there are 3565 fathers of the Society of Jesus in the 
United States, and 20,107 in the world. Their schools, 
pulpits and missions are likewise numbered by the thou
sands. It is estimated that in the fifty years of Creigh
ton’s life, four hundred Jesuits have served the Univer
sity without recompense. Almost as much as to the 
generosity of the Creightons, the University owes its 
existence to the immense saving in salaries effected in 
this manner.

Jesuits are trained with the most thorough care. The 
ordinary period of preparation is from fourteen to six
teen years. Their lives are devoted almost exclusively to 
spiritual and intellectual pursuits, and every facility is 
given them by the Order itself for supplementing their 
pre-fatherhood training with advanced studies of every 
character.

The fathers of the Society of Jesus have been in 
America since 1791. In addition to pioneering the cause
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of education in the United States, they early assumed a leadership in missionary work 
among the Indians.

Typical of the Jesuit spirit the world over but particularly in the Mid-Western portion 
of the United States, was the zeal of famed Father Pierre Jean De Smet, Belgian Jesuit who 
started his labors among the Indians in 1838 at what is now Council Bluffs. Most celebrated 
of all missionaries among the American aborigines, Father De Smet is known to have 
travelled one hundred and eighty thousand miles in his missionary journeys. Unofficially 
our most valuable “ambassador of good will”, he even served the State Department officially 
on several occasions, and the treaty which he concluded in 1868 with Sitting Bull’s Sioux 
tribe is the most significant single event in the long history of the Indian wars. Father 
De Smet is entitled to recognition not only for his importance as a personalized symbol 
of the Jesuit spirit, hut for his services to the cause of civilization in Creighton’s part of the 
world.

REV. JOHN B. FURAY
Doctor of Laws, Creighton University, 1928.



JOHN G. NEIHARDT
From a portrait in the Omaha Public Library.

T H E  H O N O R A R Y  D O C T O R  OF L A W S

Through the medium of the honorary degree, Creighton University has shared 
the glory of its anniversary with three eminent Nebraskans, Mr. John Neihardt, 
Miss W illa Cather and the Rev. John B. Furay. Mr. Neihardt is poet laureate of 
Nebraska, and the author of a celebrated cycle of epics concerning the pioneer West. 
Father Furay was a student of Creighton University for ten years, dating from the 
foundation in 1878, and since that time has distinguished himself as an educator. 
Past president of Loyola University in Chicago and John Carroll University in 
Cleveland, Father Furay is now director of studies at the famous theological sem
inary at Mundelein, Illinois.

Like Father Furay and Mr. Neihardt, Miss W illa Cather is a Nebraskan. She 
is the author of "My Antonia”, "The Lost Lady”, "Death Comes for the Arch
bishop” and other contemporary classics. Her "One of Ours” was awarded the 
Pulitzer Prize for novelists.
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T h e Story of C reigh ton
‘B y  F r a n k

, ive years before the Civil 
War, Omaha was a pic

turesque frontier village of eighteen hun
dred adventurous in h ab itan ts. L itt le  
dreaming of future greatness, it lent itself 
to the ends of civilization only as a base 
for the periodical expeditions into the 
untamed West. To this ragged, unprom
ising village in 1856 came the Creightons 
-—Edward, John and James—the men who 
were destined to lift it into the metropol
itan class, send the good red blood of pros
perity coursing through its veins and give 
it a great university.

The first days of the Creightons in 
Omaha were inauspicious. The panic of 
1857 dealt a heavy blow to the little cluster 
of dwellings, but with the resilience of 
youth the town recovered. A village it 
remained for many years, but its strategic 
position and the influx of enterprising 
settlers gradually made it a village of 
promise.

In the meantime the energetic Creigh
tons laid the foundations of their fortune. 
They constructed telegraph lines, estab
lished wagon-express businesses, ra ised  
stock, founded banks, invested. By the 
end of the sixties they had established 
themselves among the first citizens of 
Omaha.

Often in the days of his affluence 
Edward Creighton expressed a desire to 
found a free school for boys, but in 1874

P . F og arty

he died intestate. The absence of a will 
left the entire estate at the disposal of 
his widow, the kindly Mary Lucretia 
Creighton. Fortunately, however, she 
shared her husband’s philanthropic designs 
and although she followed him to the 
grave within two years, she had made 
provision in her will for the bounty that 
made Creighton College possible.

In the twenty years that passed between 
the coming of Edward Creighton and the 
death of his wife, the shabby village had 
become a city of twenty-two thousand per
sons. Frame shanties had given way to 
substantial brick and stone structures. The 
vanguard of volatile adventurers had been 
supplanted by a stock of sturdy pioneers, 
builders. Railroads and telegraphs had 
bound the world to Omaha with bonds of 
steel and copper. Now the city that had 
experienced this amazing material growth 
was to have its cultural birth.

It was well for the school that Mrs. 
Creighton had designated Bishop James 
O’Connor as its patron, for the great 
bishop was thoroughly in sympathy with 
the lofty purpose of the founders. He 
felt however, that his little corps of over
worked priests was unequal to the project 
of bringing higher education to Omaha. 
Consequently he resigned his trust to the 
Jesuit fathers, but never until his death in 
1890 did he abate his labors for the better
ment of the school.



On December 6, 1877 the Rev. Roma- 
nus Shaffel, first president of Creighton, 
took up his quarters in a cottage at 
Eighteenth and Cass Streets to supervise 
the work of constructing the College build
ing. Daily on his errand of inspection he 
trudged to the hilly pasture, which, in 
spite of Bishop O’Connor’s fears that ’’it 
was too far out”, had been chosen as the 
site of Creighton College.

By June of 1878 the 
original College build- 
ing was ready for oc- 
cupancy. That build- 
ing still stands, and 
continues to house the 
College of Arts and 
Sciences. In the fifty 
years of its life it has 
sprouted great wings 
and borne the tread of 
thousands of hurrying 
feet, but, built well, it 
is still carrying out the 
purposes of its build- 
ers.

On August 22 Fath- 
er Shaffel mustered his 
first faculty, Father 
Peters and three Jesuit 
scholastics, M essrs. Eicher, Beile and 
Rigge. Of that first heroic band, only 
one, the Rev. Michael Eicher, is living. 
Of all the names on the first teaching 
roster, that of Rigge was to earn the 
longest and widest fame, for the learn- 
ing of Father William Rigge, who died in 
1926, commanded international respect. 
Oddly enough, an eye-strain had exiled the 
future astronomer from the world of 
books, and his first assignment was to the 
humble work of a lay brother.

On September 2, the first registration 
was held. One hundred and twenty boys,

most of them the children of poor parents, 
presented themselves to Father Shaffel. In 
those days pupils were accepted through
out the school year, and the initial number 
rose to one hundred and forty before the 
term was over. Father Shaffel, in the me
ticulous diary which is our chief source of 
information about the early days, records 
his joy at the fact that non-Catholics as 
well as Catholics were taking advantage of 

the educational facil
ities of the C o llege. 
Staunch Catholic and 
a lover of tolerance. 
Edward Creighton had 
desired that the school 
of his founding should 
never turn away an ap
plicant on re lig io u s 
grounds.

The name Creighton 
College was a proud 
one, but a little mis
lead ing . The first 
Creighton was not, in 
fact, an institution of 
higher learning; the 
en trance requirement 
was set down in Father 
Shaffel’s diary in this 

language: "Boys are not admitted before 
they are able to read in the second reader”. 
In other words the first Creighton was a 
grammar school. If the diarist could 
return on Jubilee Days, 1928, he would 
find an intricate University system, with 
three hundred teachers, three thousand 
students and fifteen thousand alumni.

The trail-blazers of 1878 were not with
out their problems in discipline. Shortly 
after school opened, Father Shaffel gravely 
records the fact that "A great many boys 
absent themselves on account of the horse 
races”. Some days later, "Several boys

REV. MICHAEL EICHER, S. J.



was an easy task. Throughout his term 
President Hoeffer was haunted by the 
specter of poverty. Times were hard in 
the Nebraska of the nineties, and the 
investments of the College, never quire 
enough to keep things running smoothly, 
were yielding pinched and uncertain divi
dends. The opening of a new professional

had he known of it he would still have 
had to reckon with the fact that his im
mense fortune was jeopardized by the 
general agrarian panic.

The final issue of these trials was for
tuitous, but the clouds had not yet lifted 
when the Rev. John Pahls succeeded to 
the presidential chair. Throughout the

REV. MICHAEL J. DOWLING, S. J.

school aggravated the situation greatly, and 
there was even talk of levying a tuition 
charge in the College of Arts and Sciences, 
which since 1878 had been a free school. 
But this was merely a gesture in futility, 
since the parents of the students were 
improverished by the chronic depression 
of the times. Bountiful John Creighton 
was at hand, to be sure, but he was 
never apprised of the school’s distress, and

three years of his administration the Col
lege was afflicted with financial anemia, 
and we can understand the sigh of relief 
with which he relinquished his burden to 
Father Michael J. Dowling, who returned 
on November 12, 1898 for his second 
term.

If Father Dowling’s first administration 
had been an era of progress, his second 
was the golden age of Creighton’s build-
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ing. The vexing problems with which 
Fathers Hoeffer and Pahls had wrestled 
were bequeathed at their most acute stage 
to Father Dowling. These problems he 
solved at a stroke by the Gordian policy 
of applying to Count Creighton for aid. 
The aid was forthcoming, first in the 
form of a yearly remittance to cover the 
annual deficit, and later, when the Count’s 
fortunes were again on the mend, in the 
form of large donations. The disposition 
of these vast benefices he left almost en
tirely to the Great President, for his faith 
in Father Dowling’s financial acumen and 
administrative ability was boundless. The 
admiration was mutual, and on one occa
sion Father Dowling was so impressed by 
the Count’s commanding habit of speech, 
that in his diary he epitomized a whole 
conversation in the phrase, "W inged  
words”! The close co-operation between 
the two was best described by Father 
Dowling himself, who was wont to say, 
"Count Creighton furnishes the coal, and 
I stoke the furnace.”

And wisely did the Builder, character
ized by Bishop Patrick J. McGovern in 
1928 as "the greatest man ever at Creigh
ton, one of the greatest churchmen in 
America”—wisely did he spend. He pushed 
the work of expansion aggresively, and 
when in 1903 the University paused to 
celebrate its silver jubilee, it was equipped 
with a new auditorium, a vastly improved 
athletic field, a central heating plant, a 
south wing extension and an entire new 
north wing on the main building. And 
burdened though he was with the details 
of construction and the routine of the 
presidency, Father Dowling turned aside, 
at anniversary time, to write a richly docu
mented history of the first twenty-five 
years. As a source-book it is invaluable; 
as a chronicle it is inspiring.

After the jubilant interlude of the 
twenty-fifth anniversary, Father Dowling 
turned once more to the task of covering 
the campus with buildings. In this enter
prise he again had the co-operation of 
Count Creighton, who in the space of 
three years made benefactions aggregating 
nearly four hundred thousand dollars.

The new revenues brought additional 
buildings and departments. On Septem
ber 3, 1904, a College of Law was opened 
with temporary quarters in the Medical 
building. Only eighteen students reported 
on the first registration day, but the bril
liance of the faculty rapidly built up the 
attendance. Six months later, the College 
of Dentistry was organized and the two 
new departments moved, on September 26. 
1906 into their joint home, the Edward 
Creighton Institute on Eighteenth Street, 
between Farnam and Douglas. Another 
professional course was added on Septem
ber 1, 1906 by the absorption of the old 
Omaha College of Pharmacy. A year and 
a half after its entry into the University 
family, the College of Pharmacy expanded 
into its own building, erected for the pur
pose as an addition to the Medical School.

Mild concern was felt over a "cold” 
contracted by John A. Creighton during 
the winter of 1906-1907. His advanced 
age was, of course, against him, but 
even so, some were inclined to scoff at 
the solicitude of those who called in 
eminent specialists from Chicago, espec
ially when these last declared the patient 
out of danger. But he began to sink. 
Prayers were said for him on February 5; 
on February 6, the praying became frantic 
and general. On February 7, Count 
Creighton died.

His death was the signal for a city-wide 
outpouring of grief. The funeral, on 
February 9, was magnificent, both as spec-
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tacle and as tribute. The church which 
his piety had helped to rear gave gener
ously of its space, but it could not contain 
all the mourners. Throngs awaited the 
casket outside in the February rawness, 
and the student body to a man marched 
to the open grave. As the cortege passed 
through the muddy streets, shabby work
men and bustling housewives paused and 
breathed a requiescat. Their prayer was 
caught up throughout the world, and 
every Jesuit in the Order was directed by 
the Father General in Rome to say three 
Masses for the repose of Count Creigh
ton’s soul.

It was no surprise to the city that had 
known his philanthropy when Count 
Creighton’s will revealed an unconditional 
bequest of half a million dollars to the 
University. But even that sum did not 
exhaust his generosity, for it was stipu
lated that the University should in addi
tion receive the proportion of the total 
estate that half a million dollars bore to 
the specific bequests. When the inventory 
of the Creighton estate was taken, and the 
sum of his benefactions was told, it was

found that the great patron had given his 
University more than two million dollars.

The death of his friend and co-builder 
was a cruel grief to Father Dowling, hut 
the rich bequest was the crowning triumph 
of his administration. On February 7, 
1908, a year after the death of the Patron, 
Father Dowling’s ten-year term came to a 
close. Surveying his work, he could point 
to a steady progression from poverty to 
financial stability. He could take satis
faction in the registration which was hover
ing close to one thousand. He could feel 
the pride of a builder in the new dormitory, 
the Edward Creighton Institute, the audi
torium, the greatly enlarged main building, 
the Pharmacy building. He could have
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recalled that in 1898 the University had 
consisted of a preparatory school, a Col
lege of Arts and Sciences and a Medical 
course. Now it could offer, in addition, 
professional instruction in law, dentistry 
and pharmacy. Had any doubt as to the 
success of his administration remained, it 
would have vanished five years later when 
a grateful University and an admiring 
city united in mourning over the body of 
the man whom Providence had joined with 
the moment and the means for the build
ing of Creighton.

Ideally equipped to carry on the work 
that his illustrious predecessors had in
augurated, the Rev. Eugene A. Magevney 
came next to the presidency. Under his 
direction the athletic field was regraded 
into a spacious smoothness that welcomed 
the cleated foot. New grandstands were 
erected. A medical laboratory was built 
and equipped. All the resources of nature 
and of landscape gardening were called in 
for the beautifying of the grounds. A 
scholarly faculty organ, "The Creighton 
Chronicle”, began a brilliant ten-year 
career. For the first time the enrollment 
exceeded one thousand. A summer ses
sion was started, mainly to meet the needs 
of the various sisterhoods. And the task 
of molding a University spirit was dis
charged with such competence that the 
house historian was able, on October 12, 
1912, when Creighton defeated Marquette 
12 to 0, to record that the students were 
showing "more esprit de corps than ever 
before”.

The tip of tragedy’s wing passed near 
the University on Easter Sunday, 1913, 
when the great Omaha tornado cut its 
deadly swath through the city, but the 
campus, although it was in the logical 
route of the twister, was spared, and the 
entire student body was granted respite 
from class to minister to the ruined city.



It was a providential escape and a gen
erous mode of thanksgiving.

On August 23, 1914, the Rev. Francis 
X. McMenamy was promoted from his 
deanship in the College of Arts and Sci
ences to the presidency of the University. 
The most enduring monument to his ad
ministration is the gymnasium, built in 
1916 but still considered a model for col
lege field-houses. At the moment it was 
the only pressing need of the University, 
and although there are not as many bricks 
piled on bricks to perpetuate his name, 
Father McMenamy’s claim to a high place 
among the executives of Creighton is 
conceded.

It was during President McMenamy’s 
administration that the shot fired at Sara- 
vejo was heard on Creighton campus. On 
April 6, 1917, the United States formally 
entered the war against the Central Powers. 
As if by magic the campus became alive 
with khaki, and a unit of the Students’ 
Army Training Corps was organized. At 
first it sent but a slight ripple across the 
placid surface of college life, but in 
September, 1918, a government order sud
denly transformed the University into an 
armed camp. Boarders and day scholars 
were quartered in improvised barracks set 
up in the dormitory and gymnasium. The 
curriculum was choked with long periods 
devoted to drills, military theory, practical 
subjects. Serious-miened sentinels patrolled 
the outskirts of the campus. The bachelor 
of Arts had been pushed into the back
ground by the second lieutenant.

Simultaneously the "flu” epidem ic 
swept through the country and raged 
in the city. Insidiously it began its 
attack with innocent-seeming colds, but 
with appalling rapidity it struck down 
its victims and reached cut for more. At

Creighton the spiritual director, Father 
Cassilly, vowed for all that if the Univer
sity should be spared from the worst rav
ages of the plague, suitable thanksgiving 
would be rendered. His prayer was an
swered, and his promise kept. When the 
epidemic passed, a fund was raised among 
the students and a sculptor in Italy was 
charged with the commisison of carving 
a statute of the Sacred Heart out c-r 
marble. On June 3, 1921 it was dedicated, 
and since that day students may be seen 
stopping for a moment to breathe a prayer 
and read the inscription, "Thank-offering 
of the students for protection in the world
wide plague of the war-year 1918”.

Almost as suddenly as the army regime 
had militarized the campus, peace was de
clared, and the University returned to its 
normal ways. Today, the only mementoes 
of those trcTfibled days are the statue, the 
trimly uniformed R. O. T. C. cadets who 
succeeded the S. A. T. C., and the war- 
memories locked up in the hearts of the 
Creighton men who answered the call to 
the colors.

After guiding the University through the 
tempestuous war period, Father McMen
amy’s extraordinary executive ability re
ceived well-merited recognition and he was 
made provincial of the twelve Jesuit uni
versities in the Missouri jurisdiction. In 
his place he left the Rev. John F. Mc
Cormick, who left the chair of a lecturer 
on philosophy to take up the increasingly 
difficult task of the University president.

Father McCormick came to his office at 
a critical hour. The University had out
grown its income, and post-war deflation 
had left the dollar with only a fraction 
of its theoretical value. At the same time, 
the craze for education and the wider de
mand for higher training brought throngs 
of new applicants to the portals of the
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University. The congestion was particu
larly apparent in the School of Law and 
the College of Dentistry, which still occu
pied the Edward Creighton Institute. The 
Institute building was sold, and new build
ings were erected on the main campus to 
house the Law and Dental students. The 
removal of the two professional schools to 
the campus was the first step in an impor
tant program of centralization and recon
struction.

Even before the new buildings were 
ready to receive their students, more ex
tensive plans for expansion were divulged. 
If the financial backing could be secured, 
it was promised, there were to be a library, 
a stadium, a science building, an Arts 
class-room building, a dormitory. On Sep
tember 3, 1922 a building and endowment 
campaign for two million dollars was an
nounced. Downtown offices were opened. 
An advertising campaign carried the name 
and plea of Creighton to readers the coun
try over. Alumni were organized into 
teams of solicitors. Sales maps, sales 
reports, sales methods made their appear
ance. All the resources of modern busi
ness were enlisted in the campaign, but 
times were hard, and the improverished 
Mid-West was able to subscribe only a 
small fraction of the desired amount.

In the face of this partial reverse, the 
leaders of the University still planned, 
still worked. There was no other choice, 
for the school could not shrink away from 
its opportunities. Money must be had 
somehow, and a tuition fee was charged 
in the College of Arts and Sciences and 
the academy. It meant the sacrifice of a 
prized reputation as the only free Catholic 
school in the United States, but there was 
no other recourse.

A careful study of the situation gave 
grounds for the belief that a stadium

would gradually pay for itself and ulti
mately augment the University income by 
fat profits from athletic contests. Ac
cordingly a drive was started with the 
initial construction costs as the goal, but 
like its predecessor, it met with meager 
success. Again the leaders of the Uni
versity showed their faith in the future 
by pushing on in the face of apparent 
defeat. The athletic association was in
corporated, and money was borrowed to 
finance the construction of the stadium. 
Architects, graders, contractors went to 
work like beavers, and the stadium, in all 
its steel-and-concrete immensity, was ready 
for the opening game of the 1924 season. 
It was a far cry from the day thirty years 
before when the players wore their own 
home-made suits and played before crowds 
that could be accommodated in a single 
section of the new stadium.

After six years of courageous battling 
against financial odds, Father McCormick 
returned to his class-room, tranquil in the 
knowledge that his administration had 
given the University three new buildings, 
a College of Commerce, Finance and 
Journalism, an enlarged church and a sta
dium. The only disappointment was that 
even these great improvements did not 
suffice for the multiplying needs of the 
University.

If the key-note of Father McCormick’s 
administration was constructiveness, his 
successor, the Rev. William J. Grace was 
bent on unification. Familiar with the 
traditions and problems of the University 
as a result of five years of experience as 
dean of Arts and Sciences, Father Grace 
had made an accurate appraisal of con
ditions. He realized that he must cut his 
garment out of the cloth at hand. Accord
ingly there were no new buildings at
tempted, but by careful administration he
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made the income and facilities of the Uni
versity do the maximum of service. Rich 
in qualities of leadership, he enlisted the 
unflagging co-operation of his faculty and 
himself he set the example of zealous toil. 
And with fruitful success he "sold the 
University downtown.” Few of the city’s 
business or civic leaders were better known 
than he, and although the infinite tangle 
of detail bound him to his desk, he defi
nitely cemented the friendly relations of 
town and gown.

During President Grace’s administration 
the educational opportunities of Creighton 
University were more generously extended 
to women. When the Academy and the 
College of Arts were chartered, they were 
committed forever to the exclusive educa
tion of men. No such restriction barred 
women from the professional schools, but 
the world still frowned on women outside 
the home. Their first general opportunity 
in Creighton University came in 19L>, 
when the summer session was started, 
chiefly for the benefit of teachers. Tn 
1919, the "Teachers’ Courses” division was 
instituted as a second step in the same 
direction. When the College of Com
merce and Finance opened as a night 
school in 1920, and later when it became 
a day school as well, it admitted women 
students.

For several months before the change of 
administrations, Fathers Grace and Mc
Cormick had been working out the details 
of a merger with Duchesne College, con
ducted by the Religious of the Sacred 
Heart. As a result of these negotiations, 
Duchesne became the women’s college of 
Creighton University, at the same time 
retaining its financial and d isc ip lin a ry  
autonomy. A similar process added St. 
Joseph’s Creighton Memorial School of 
Nursing to the University at the close of

Father Grace’s three year term in 1928. 
Thus, as a net result of these affiliations, 
Creighton was able to offer two additional 
courses to female students.

The renascence of alumni activity must 
also be counted as an achievement of the 
Grace administration. Spasmodically in 
the past the alumni had organized, elected, 
banqueted. In 1898 the first attempt at 
forming a permanent union was made, but 
it died abortive. During the Magevney 
administration distinct progress was made 
along these lines, and even in later years 
some departments of the University had 
their alumni individually organized. In 
1922 a gesture of welcome had been made 
by the University when the annual home
coming celebration was introduced. In 
1926 the all-University Alumni Associa
tion was founded, with Dr. Bryan Riley as 
president. A monthly magazine, "The 
Creighton Alumnus” was published on a 
subscription basis. The first election of the 
association took place at the 1927 home
coming, and J. Frank McDermott and Dr. 
J. F. Langdon were returned as president 
and vice-president respectively. The en
suing twelve months saw the work go for
ward steadily, in spite of the handicap of 
limited funds. Now, as the grand three- 
day jubilee dawns upon the University, 
the alumni are found taking an active 
part, and the growth of interest may be 
gauged from the fact that more than 
twenty candidates are campaigning for 
eight offices. The promise of close alumni 
co-operation may well mean the dawn of a 
new day for the University.

In 1928 Father Grace resigned his 
responsibility to a seasoned veteran in the 
work, the Rev. William H. Agnew, for 
six years head of Loyola University, 
in Chicago. As a consequence, when 
Father Grace delivers the invocation at the



exercises of Friday morning, he will be 
playing the role of an ex-president, and 
Father Agnew’s administration will have 
the advantage of commencing with the 
brilliant three-day jubilee.

This table of dates and panorama of 
physical changes does scant justice to the 
spiritual growth of the University. We 
Have seen dollar heaped on dollar, and 
stone laid on stone for the creation of 
great buildings, but money and mortar 
have been, after all, minor factors in the 
progress of the University. The true his
tory of Creighton, after the glorious chap
ter on its patrons and builders is finished, 
will be found written in the hearts of

devoted instructors and loyal students. 
Magnificent was the expansion from one 
box-like building perched in a hilly pas
ture to a small city of sixteen buildings 
and three thousand persons. The develop
ment from a modest grammar school to a 
complex University has been no less amaz
ing. But the greatest miracle of all has 
been the perpetuation of the mystic rela
tion between student and teacher. Some
where close to that relation you will find 
the real Creighton spirit; somewhere in the 
evolution of it you will find the inner his
tory of Creighton. The story of the Uni
versity is the story of the minds that have 
taught and learned and thought here in 
the past half century.

WILLA CATHER
From a portrait in the Omaha Public Library.



SEMI-CENTENNIAL ODE
Creighton: 1928

Herald, fashion a shield!
Whatever you will, so its bearing be 
Truth and honor and loyalty,
Hard service on a fair-fought field,
And all for God, His greater glory.
As for the rest— Well, this is the story.

The miles—
Gaunt, ravening miles—
Swift miles that over-leap the tawny stream,
The stream that’s playful, cruel, soft and strong 
As death, a drowsy tiger wrapt in dream.
The miles leap on and lose themselves at last 
In splendid, changeful distances, the vast 
Blue-topt demesne of primal souls that long 
For good brown earth, the healing sun, the flare 
Of moon and stars: the book God writ of old 
For red man and for white, But hark! off there 
Where noon burns one lone tree the hills enfold, 
Throbbing, insistent, clear, upon the air 
The pipes of Pan, the same Arcadia heard,
And tameless things to mellow madness stirred,
Before Christ drove him from his happy fields.
Pan! Pan! great Pan! is piping to his own:

Follow me! Follow on!
Dryad and satyr and faun!
When Now and Spring 
Are on the wing,
Why wait for Winter and Morrow?
Away! Away with me!
All happy things that be!
Let Dance and Feast
Be sage and priest
For wisdom brings but sorrow!

Pan sleeps and dreams that Christ is come once more! 
Pan rouses, wakes to chill, prophetic fears:
A  sturdy town upon the tawny shore



Has startled from the dust of pioneers.
On brows that bore his dusky mark now flame 
The oils of Christ, and on their lips, His Name.
See! Where the cloven hoof has crushed the moss, 
Falls, chill as death, the shadow of the Cross.
There was a woman dowered with a spacious soul 
Whom God had given faith and love, and last 
Gave gold. In profiteering unsurpassed,
She gave the gold for fuller faith, more love.
(For Pan was loud upon the stirring plain
And Christ called faintly, and faintly, and in pain— )
Upon a hill to northward rose a slim
Red fortress. Far away beneath his trees
Stricken to palpitant, cold fear Pan sees
Christ’s old, familiar, black-robed legion stand
Gray men who march and toil, are blessed or banned,
Succeed or fail, but stay, nor loose their hold.
The woman who bought learning for her gold 
Gave virtue to her own: such brusque, hale men 

As love clean, open, virile struggle when 
The prize is lawful, clear-eyed men who dare 
Love honest laughter, learning, friendship, prayer,
And all good things of God; who see God’s wounds 
In every needy hand, and hear His tones 
In every poor appeal. Wise merchants they,
Investing in Christ’s bonds, the bonds that pay
Eternally. Upon the northern hill
The slim, red fortress gripped and held until
A  college, stronghold, citadel of light
Emerged, and Christ spoke clearly from the height,
Through all themes teaching one eternally:
“Physician! Lawyer! Artist! Learn of Me,
W ho gave the world one sovereign cure, M y Blood; 
W ho gave the world one first great law of Love;
W ho gave the world one grandest dream, a Truth 
That shall not pass forever: Calvary.”

Herald! Hang up a shield!
Be this your blazonry:
For leal service, an azure field;
A cross argent for charity;
For motto, “ The greater glory of God;”
A border of fifty golden stars;
N o crest, no quarterings, no bars;
This be a shield men win in wars,
The shield of half a century.

Louis D oyle, S. J.
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TH E C R E IG H T O N  OF  

T O M O R R O W

I n  this book we have presented a 
 picture of the Creighton of yester-

day day, and the Creighton of today. 
W hat the Creighton of the future 

will be is a locked secret, but we know that it 
will be what we make it.

The story of the gallant drive for the funds 
to build a better Creighton is told on another 
page, and the temporary failure of that cam
paign has been sufficiently deplored elsewhere. 
But Creighton’s sons will not, certainly, accept 
defeat, and the dreamed-of buildings which the 
architect has sketched on the preceding page 
will some day spring into existence, made pos
sible by the successors to the Creightons.

Among the most pressing needs of the U ni
versity are scholarships, professorial chairs, 
dormitories, class-room buildings for the Col
lege of Arts and Sciences and the College of 
Commerce, Finance and Journalism, a new 
science building, a new medical building, a 
new home for the College of Pharmacy and 
a library.






