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“Christians in particular realize that their      
responsibility within creation and their duty 

towards nature and the Creator are an  
essential part of their faith.”  

— Pope John Paul II  
“1990 World Day of Peace Message,” No. 15  
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Sustainability 
                   at Creighton University 

"Sustainability is an integral part of campus life at 

Creighton. We have a Sustainability Council, 

recycling programs, use renewable energy, offer 

courses in energy technology and environmental 

sciences, and much more. We are keenly aware 

that living green is an important issue for college-

bound students as well as current students and 

staff.” — Timothy R. Lannon, S.J. Creighton President 

Creighton University is one of the 322 most 
environmentally responsible colleges in the U.S. 

and Canada according to "The Princeton Review's 
Guide to 322 Green Colleges." Creighton is the 

only college listed from Nebraska. 

Sustainability in Design and Construction 
Creating more environmentally responsible buildings and  
 campus plans not only reduces negative impacts on the 

environment but also furthers the educational mission of 
Creighton University by making sustainability visible and 
recognizable as an essential part of the built environment. 

Creighton University design projects meet the LEED criteria for 
“Silver” Certification and appliance purchases meet EPA  

 Energy Star requirements. 
Green cleaning practices include the use of certified Green Seal 

cleaning products and environmentally preferred cleaning 
equipment for the entire University. 

In June 2010, funding from the U.S. Department of Energy and the 
Omaha Public Power District deployed solar and wind energy      
 collection systems on the grounds of the main campus 
capable of producing approximately 120 kW of clean,  

 renewable  
 energy.   

On April 26, 2013, 200 members of the Creighton community 

walked through downtown Omaha on the We Matter Walk: Our 

Climate, Our Future 

Sustainability in the Curriculum 

The Bachelor of Science in Energy Studies degree   addresses 
energy issues from an interdisciplinary perspective. 

The energy technology major includes four new labs, intended 
to encourage hands-on learning both indoors and outdoors 
which cover electrical testing and measurement, computer 
simulations, design and rapid prototyping, and solid state 
chemistry/materials    science. 

Project CURA service trips improve sustainable water filtration 
in the Dominican Republic. 

Location Renewable Energy 
Source 

Average 
Energy 
Out-
put/Year 

Kiewit Fitness 
Center Rooftop 

143 panels of Photovoltaic 
Laminate Arrays 

20.5 
kW/Year 

Lied Education 
Center for the 
Arts Lawn 

4 Vertical Axis Wind Tur-
bines 

8.2 
kW/Year 

Cuming Street 
Parking Lot 

Broad variety of solar col-
lection architectures, power 
inversion technologies and 
an integrated weather moni-
toring station 

85 kW/Year 

Total 113.7 
kW/Year 



Climate Action Plan 
The University’s Climate Action Plan (CAP), completed in May 

2013, calls for zero emissions by 2050 with a 40 percent  
 reduction in emissions by 2028 (the University’s     
 sesquicentennial). The plan will be updated every two years.  
The Climate Action Plan provides an update of the Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions Inventory every two years with baseline data from 
2010 reporting total emissions of 81,423 metric ton equivalents 
of Carbon Dioxide (MTeCO2). (see fig. 1) Measuring in  

 equivalents of CO2 takes into account other types of green-
house gases like methane and nitrogen oxides and equates them 
to the same effect on the atmosphere as CO2. 

Greenhouse gas emissions declined from the baseline of  
 approximately 80,000 MTeCO2 in 2010 to 79,000 MTeCO2 in 

2011, and further decline to 77,000 MTeCO2 in 2012. 
Steady declines in electricity usage reduced electrical load from 49.5 

million kilowatt hours (kwh) in 2010 to 48.0 million kwh in 
2012, a decrease of over half of one million kwh per year. 

Waste Reduction 

The University recycles 1,100 tons of plastic, paper, cardboard and 
metal annually through a single-stream system. 

In 2013, as part of the intercollegiate Recyclemania competition, over 
the course of eight weeks Creighton recycled more than 90,000 
pounds of material, an 8 percent increase over 2012 results. 

Students moving out of residence halls saved more than 40,000 
pounds of materials, including household items and clothing, 
from entering the waste stream by donating them to Goodwill in 
May of 2013 as part of the Give and Go program. 

During the one Shirt Challenge clothing drive competition, Creighton 
students, faculty and staff donated 4,862 pounds of clothing 
earning second place in the national competition in 2013; in 
2012 students, faculty and staff donated 2,682 pounds of     
clothing. 

The St. Francis Pledge:  
I Pledge to  
(1) PRAY and reflect on the duty to 

care for God’s Creation and 
protect the poor and vulnerable.  

(2) LEARN about and educate others 
on the causes and moral 
dimensions of climate change.  

(3) ASSESS how we — as individuals 
and in our families, parishes and 
other affiliations — contribute to 
climate change by our own energy 
use, consumption, waste, etc.  

(4) ACT to change our choices and 
behaviors to reduce the ways we 
contribute to climate change.  

(5) ADVOCATE for Catholic 
principles and priorities in climate 
change discussions and decisions, 
especially as they impact those 
who are poor and vulnerable. 

Creighton University achieved recognition from the Arbor Day Foundation in 

2012 designating Creighton’s campus as a Tree Campus USA and every year 

thereafter. 

Sustainability in Dining Services 

Trayless dining in residency dining halls reduces food waste and water 
usage and reduces use of disposable dishes. 

Campus vendor Sodexo pledged to source only sustainable fish by 
2015. 

Sodexo also purchases local, seasonal produce whenever possible. 

Electric campus 

utility vehicles 

reduce CO2 

emissions. 

Water bottle refill stations encourage 
use of reusable bottles and are located 
in the Reinert Alumni Library, 
Rasmussen Center and Kiewit Fitness 
Center. To date, one of these refill 
stations has saved nearly 30,000 plastic 
bottles. (27,841 as of Sept. 11, 2013) 

The Creighton Sustainability Committee encourages all 
members of the Creighton community to take             

The St. Francis Pledge and join our efforts to improve          
sustainability on campus, in our city and around the 

world. 

Fig. 1 


