
Sustainability: 
It’s Happening at Creighton University

Single-stream recycling has now been implemented in all of the 
residence halls and most of the eastern part of the campus. What this 
means is that we are now recycling most types of plastic, including 
pop bottles and frozen food trays, and most types of metal, including 
pop cans and soup cans, in addition to the paper and cardboard we 
were recycling previously. Facilities Management has a two-person 
crew and a truck dedicated to picking up recyclables across campus. 
The collected product is delivered to a firm in business to sort and 
re-sell the product for re-use.

A dumpster just for recyclables has been placed in the parking 
lot on the corner of 22nd and Cuming streets. This is for the Omaha 
community but the site was selected to be convenient for Creighton 
constituents that do not have recycle collection at their homes. If you 
have no curbside recycling at home, please bring your recyclables to 
the blue recycling dumpster.

Course study is being developed around sustainability and a 
program at the master’s level is being readied for implementation.

Vehicle purchases are focused more on reducing the carbon  
footprint. Several hybrid vehicles have been purchased along with  
electric powered trucks and pathway vehicles. Public Safety, for 
example, has purchased smaller, more efficient SUV’s for patrolling 
along with greater use of bicycles.

The partnership with OPPD to develop a large solar collection 
site on campus is finally gaining traction as we review building sites 
and consider the best options in the realm of solar technology. The 
University is exploring grants to involve students and faculty in the 
project design, implementation and operation.

Bicycling on campus is growing in popularity. The new pedestrian 
bridge over the Missouri River is a reason for the increase. The high 
cost of gasoline is also helping. Whatever the reason, watch for  
developments to increase ridership.
 •	 MAT	has	installed	bicycle	carriers	on	many	of	the	busses.
	 •	 The	city	has	been	awarded	a	grant	to	create	bike	lanes	through		
  the city. Burt Street through campus is one of the first areas to be  
  designated.
	 •	 Funding	has	been	secured	to	install	bike	racks	in	the	parking		 	
  garages for long term, more secure bike storage.
	 •	 Public	Safety	has	a	program	to	register	bikes	to	help	with	theft		
  prevention.
	 •	 In	concert	with	the	Community	Bike	Shop	programs	to	get	people		
  riding bikes more are being developed. These programs include:
  * Supporting the Mayor’s Ride to Work day event.
  * Renting bikes to those who want a bike for a day’s recreation or  
   want a bike for a semester because they do not have a car.
  * Soliciting Creighton volunteers to work in the bike shop  
   repairing bikes, teaching bike safety and teaching others how  
   to maintain a bike.

In October we presented the Sustainability Navigator. This session 
was convened and sponsored by Johnson Control to focus on getting 
input from the Creighton community to determine what we thought 
Creighton should focus on. Some of the things that the participants 
found to be important include:
 •	 Energy	conservation/renewable	energy	sources
	 •	 Increasing	communication	about	sustainability	initiatives
	 •	 Reducing	the	impact	of	vehicle	transportation
The results from this session were used in Strategic Planning for the 
University; our voices will be heard by the administration.  

The new Ryan Center going up across the street from the Jelinek 
Building	is	being	built	to	LEED	(Leadership	in	Energy	and	Environ-
mental	Design)	standards.	The	Harper	Center	has	the	same	design	
requirements.	The	proposed	Public	Safety/Intermodal	Facility	is	also	
designed	to	LEED	standards.

Green cleaning has been implemented across campus.

Purchasing has drafted a policy requiring campus buyers to by  
products that are sustainable.

Energy  conservation is working at Creighton. Building tempera-
tures are set back to save energy. Lights are being monitored and 
turned off when not needed in the evening hours. Irrigation water 
consumption is being reduced through the use of a sophisticated 
computerized monitoring system.

Creighton students are participating in the Campus Kitchens  
project, in which they pack up unused food from the dining halls 
and give it to local homeless shelters and food pantries.

Creighton	University	has	endorsed	the	Metro	Area	Planning	Agency’s	
program known as RideShare. This is a convenient and safe way to 
participate in carpooling. 

This is just a fraction of the sustainable activities  
going on at Creighton. For more information, visit  
www2.creighton.edu/about/sustainability.

The Creighton Sustainability Council meets on the 
third Friday of each month at 2 p.m. in the Reinert 
Alumni	Library,	Union	Pacific	Room.	All	are	welcome	
to attend – bring your ideas!


