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Congratulations, Dentists
May I extend personal congratulations and official greetings on behalf of my fellow Nebraskans 

to the members of the Nebraska Dental Association at this time of its Centennial celebration. I am sure 
that this is a period of pride for each of you because of the accomplishments in 100 years of organized 
dentistry. During a Century of Progress in Dentistry, you have brought better health, appearance, hap
piness and success to countless numbers of Nebraska citizens of all ages. We thank each of you 
and your pioneers, who have dedicated your lives to serving the people of Nebraska through study, 
research and service as members of the Nebraska Dental Association.

Norbert T. Tiemann
— 3 — Governor



Introduction
By 1867 the History of Dentistry in Nebraska 

had already begun. Since then countless events 
have occurred to make up 100 years of organized 
dentistry in Nebraska. These events involved 
people, who have lived and passed on, during the 
past 100 years. Some of these events, and people, 
have become a part of recorded history. Many have 
made valuable contributions, and events have taken 
place, that have never been recorded, and must 
become but a part of the forgotten history. Now 
from the past we must learn, and attempt to make 
permanent written records of that which at the 
present time may seem unimportant, but to the 
historians of the future, may reveal important 
trends and changes.

During the past years there have been those 
who have given leadership to their convictions that 
a history must be recorded. Surely in the early 
years in our history someone must have endeavored 
to do this, but there is little known of their results.

One of the earliest recorded efforts was that of 
Dr. E. A. Thomas, who in 1930 did start writing a 
History of Dentistry in Nebraska. A section was 
published in the September issue of the Nebraska 
Dental News. It was not adequately supported, and 
was discontinued. However, thanks to the records 
made at the time, we have been able to learn of 
events from prior years that might have by now 
also become a part of the forgotten history.

In later years several members, including such 
doctors as Bert Hooper and L. T. Hunt, gave leader
ship again to the idea that a history should be pre
pared. Many dentists throughout the state made 
contributions to a history fund.

Through the leadership of Dr. Bert Dienstbier, 
the history fund was continued and enlarged by 
adding money derived from the “Amalgam Scrap” 
collection. With the printing of this history, it is 
the History Committee’s hope that the leadership 
of those historians and the faith of contributors 
is being fullfilled.

In 1966 Dr. Donald Waggener, then president 
of the Nebraska Dental Association, and with the 
approval of the Board of Trustees, appointed a 
Centennial Committee. Dr. Earl L. Lampshire was 
asked to serve as chairman. Dr. Waggener and the

trustees also requested that this committee write 
a “ History of 100 Years of Organized Dentistry in 
Nebraska.” Drs. Bert Dienstbier, Raymond W. 
Shaddy, David A. Portwood, Leon E. Sayles and 
Lewis H. Kerl were appointed to a Centennial His
tory Committee, with Dr. Lampshire serving as 
chairman. Joe H. Hageman, administrative director 
of the Nebraska Dental Association, served as a 
very valuable ex-officio member of the History Com
mittee.

All known available material was gathered to
gether and an outline of procedure and tentative 
budget were developed. Hal F. Foster of the Uni
versity of Nebraska School of Journalism was asked 
to write the history. Every known dentist and allied 
dental group in Nebraska was contacted by messages 
through the Journal, and by letters, informing them 
of this endeavor, and requesting their assistance in 
obtaining material to be considered. Every member 
was also asked to submit names of those dentists 
whom they felt made outstanding contributions to 
dentistry during the past 100 years.

Mr. Foster searched through the material the 
committee gave him, searched through old news
papers from many areas of Nebraska and visited 
personally with several of the older dentists who 
are still living in Nebraska. Pictures were gathered 
and contributed by many dentists. The committee 
asked for a total co-operative effort from every den
tist in Nebraska, and it is the results of these efforts 
which have been compiled, edited, reviewed by the 
committee, written by Mr. Foster, reviewed again 
by the committee and many other dentists, and is 
herewith compiled as a “ History of 100 Years of 
Organized Dentistry in Nebraska” for the benefit 
of those living today and the historians of the 
future.

Considerable historical information has been 
obtained which could not be included in its complete 
form in this historical document. It is therefore 
the intention of the History Committee to preserve 
all material submitted and collected. This informa
tion will be available to future historians who wish 
to obtain more complete details than have been in
cluded in this history.

The committee recognized early that there were 
several ways of preparing and writing a history.



It will be noted that several of these methods are 
included in the writing of this history. The story 
form is used to add interest to the reading of the 
history. Pictures are used to give visual testimony, 
and interest, and substitute for thousands of words. 
Lists of names are included to give recognition to 
those pioneers and leaders who have contributed so 
much toward this history, and to give inspiration

to those living, and those to come in the future, that 
they might dedicate their lives to a wonderful health 
profession. Dentistry is certain to make countless 
changes during the next 100 years. With leaders 
such as we have had during the past 100 years, the 
changes in the dental profession in Nebraska will 
mean continued progress.

Centennial History Committee





Biography of a Profession

“ Shocking! Absolutely shocking!” the old 
gossip told her companion.

She had seen a man with a face as white as a 
ghost’s fleeing in terror from the dentist’s office 
a few moments before. And, when she sauntered 
up to the window and peeked in, there was the 
dentist sprawled unconscious on the floor.

It was, as she had said, a shocking incident. 
The dentist could testify to that. Gently massag
ing his aching arms, he tried to remember what he 
was doing before he blacked out.

“ Sure,” he thought, “ I must have brushed up 
close to a wire while I was adjusting the X-ray
machine for that patient............Patient! Oh my
gosh!” He glanced at his dental chair. It was 
empty.

“ Well, there’s one patient I’ll never see again,” 
he thought. He was right.

This small-town dentist was one of dozens in 
Nebraska in the 1920’s who were stung by a power
ful jolt from an early X-ray. He and his colleagues 
had to be careful when handling the machine be
cause the wires leading to the power source were 
uninsulated.

Despite the shocks, Nebraska dentists of the 
1920’s continued to use X-rays. In their willingness 
to try new apparatus and techniques, they were like 
their predecessors—the pioneer dentists—and their 
successors— the Space Age dentists.

They were contributing to the progress of 
Nebraska dentistry.

In Nebraska the science of dentistry started 
11 years before statehood, when the Rev. William

I rented a room for an office of T. Hannon at four 
dollars a month. I put a partition through the room and 
had the walls papered and the ceiling whitewashed. (Then) 
I received my dental chair and bought some more furniture 
from T. Jelliff . . . I commenced operations in my office.

----THE DIARY OF DR. D. A. VANCE OF KEARNEY, JUNE, 1869.
The average cost of completely equipping a treatment 

room in Nebraska in 1965 was 12 thousand dollars.
----SURVEY OF DENTAL PRACTICE, AMERICAN

DENTAL ASSOCIATION.

Leach came to Omaha in 1855. The Rev. Mr. Leach, 
who organized the First Baptist Church, pulled teeth 
to supplement his minister’s salary. Although he 
never attended a dental school or had any formal 
training, he did a more competent job than Ne
braska’s first dentists—the Indian medicine men.

To get an idea of how these Indian doctor- 
dentists treated patients, it might be appropriate to 
visit a dusty Pawnee camp around the time Pastor 
Leach arrived in Nebraska.

Yellow Clay, dressed in a buffalo robe whitened 
with chalk, can be seen leaning over Running Wolf, 
humming a low chant. The hieroglyphic symbols 
painted on the old man’s face, which is tinted orange 
by the dim light of a fire, almost frighten the ailing 
young brave.

“ The Evil Spirits have struck your mouth with 
the fang of a rattlesnake,” the old man told Run
ning Wolf, who, in reality, was suffering from a 
swollen wisdom tooth. “ I must remove the fang.”

Yellow Clay stood up and danced around the 
patient in a semi-circle, rattling a gourd. After a 
few minutes he took a small stone knife and cut an 
“ X” on Running Wolf’s cheek, directly over the 
throbbing tooth.

He sucked at the cut lightly— one, two, three 
times. On the fourth try he pretended to draw out 
the fang. He held the invisible lance in the air and 
showed it to Running Wolf’s relatives, then dashed 
it into the fire. “The Evil Spirits cannot use it 
again,” he said triumphantly.

The westward migration of the white man to 
Nebraska starting in the 1850’s led to the virtual
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extinction of Yellow Clay and his fellow medicine 
men. But some of the white dentists who traveled 
through the new territory on their way farther 
west weren’t much better than the medicine men. 
“ They’d breeze into town, hire a room and advertise 
‘painless’ work,” Dr. G. E. Hartman of Wayne 
recalled. “ It was painless, all right. They’d fill an 
unsterilized syringe—big as a horse syringe— with 
10 per cent cocaine and jab it into the victim, then 
yank out every tooth in sight. Good or bad. Fifty 
cents a crack.”

Many of the good dentists, like the Rev. Mr. 
Leach, had other jobs. Benjamin Stickles, who fol
lowed the pastor to Omaha in 1858, was the city’s 
first fire chief as well as a dentist.

William Luebke, a blacksmith, brought dental 
tools with him from Germany when he arrived in 
Pierce in 1888. He forged them himself, patterning 
them after those of another German blacksmith
dentist. When a patient came to him, he performed 
the extraction in the nearest available seat. His 
wife placed the palms of her hands over the pa
tient’s ears to try to ease the pain.

Blacksmiths made good part-time dentists be
cause they had the brute strength necessary to yank 
a stubborn tooth. Dr. Bert Dienstbier, who took a 
trip to the Springview area in 1910 to earn money 
to complete his senior year at the Creighton Uni
versity Dental School, can attest that strength was 
a valuable asset of early dentists. “To keep the 
patients in the chair it was necessary to place your 
left knee on their chest, pull their tooth with your 
right hand and fight their hands with your left 
hand,” he said. “The more they screamed, the more 
the other patients in the room made fun of them. 
That helped to keep them from yelling so much.”

Besides blacksmiths and ministers, many part
time dentists were bartenders, physicians and 
barbers.

Nebraska’s most famous part-time dentist 
doubled as a horse trainer and trick-shot artist in 
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show. Dr. W. F. Carver, 
who arrived at Medicine Creek in 1872, attracted 
Colonel Cody’s attention after claiming that he shot 
30 thousand buffalo in a year. Dr. Carver’s show 
was spectacular. For a finale, the horses, one of 
which was carrying Dr. Carver’s daughter, dived 
40 feet from a platform into a huge water tank.

The Omaha area’s first full-time dentist ar
rived on July 1, 1858. Dr. Edmond I. Woodbury of 
Council Bluffs “ succeeded as a dentist through per
severance, of which he was justly proud,” the dental 
historian Dr. E. A. Thomas wrote in 1930, “ coupled 
with unusual mechanical abilities and a most cour

teous and tempered attitude toward his patients. 
Original and resourceful, he devised several useful 
instruments and processes used by the dentists of 
today.” Perhaps Dr. Woodbury’s greatest contri
bution to dentistry was his son, Dr. Charles E. 
Woodbury, who became a world famous expert on 
gold foil restorations.

Ten years after Dr. Woodbury came to Coun
cil Bluffs, in 1868, he and four other dentists sat 
down in his office to discuss the future of dentistry 
in Nebraska and Iowa. Three of the other dentists 
were Iowans— Drs. E. S. Williams and F. C. Clark 
of Council Bluffs and J. F. Sanborn of Tabor. The 
weary Nebraskan, Dr. Chalkley Thomas, had come 
45 miles up the Missouri River from Nebraska City.

The five dentists spent a couple of hours in Dr. 
Woodbury’s office. When they emerged, they were 
smiling and shaking hands. They had just formed 
the Missouri Valley Dental Society, the forerunner 
of the Nebraska Dental Association.

In a preamble to their constitution, they stated 
their purpose: “Whereas we the undersigned believe 
that the organization of a dental society would be 
an incentive to higher attainment in professional 
skill and promote harmony and good feeling among 
the profession generally, therefore we hereby form 
ourselves into a dental society . . . . ”

The constitution was short and simple:
Article 1

This society shall be known as the Missouri 
Valley Dental Society.

Article 2
The officers of the society shall be a president, 

vice-president, corresponding secretary and record
ing secretary.

Article 3
The duties of the officers shall be as the name 

of the office indicates.
Article 4

The meetings of the society shall be held semi
annually on the second Tuesday in July and January.

Article 5
The initiation fee shall be two dollars.

Article 6
Four members shall constitute a quorum to 

transact business at any meeting.
Before the five dentists departed, they elected 

Dr. Williams the society’s first president, Dr. 
Thomas the vice-president and Dr. Sanborn the 
secretary-treasurer.

They left knowing that they had taken the first 
step in making Nebraska and Iowa dentistry an 
organized profession.

The founders of the Missouri Valley Dental
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Dr. F. A. Pierson of Lincoln, only Nebraskan to have been president of the American Dental Association 
. . . poses in a modern dental office.
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Society and other Nebraska and Iowa dentists had 
few instruments to work with until the 1890’s. The 
most frequently used tools were forceps and turn
keys for pulling teeth.

“Most of the work in those days was the 
extracting of teeth and making of dentures,” Dr. 
D. A. Finch of Grand Island recalled. “There was 
no crown or bridge work used then. Sometimes tin 
and gold foil fillings were made. Gutta-percha, 
cement and amalgam fillings were used.”

The gum section block teeth were the only den
tures Dr. Finch made when he began practicing in 
the 1880’s. “There were single blocks made up of 
central, lateral and cuspid, with gum porcelain 
attached,” he said. “The second blocks were the 
bicuspids and the third the two molars. These had 
to be ground to fit perfectly at the joints, and the 
periphery ground for muscle trim. This was no 
little job.”

Dr. Finch was a pioneer in dentistry in Central 
Nebraska. He came to Grand Island in 1885 to 
practice with his boyhood friend, Dr. H. C. Miller. 
Working for 50 dollars a month, he selpt in a room 
behind Dr. Miller’s office so he wouldn’t have to 
pay a 10-dollar-a-month rooming fee.

Dr. Miller’s office had no electricity, gas or 
running water. He and Dr. Finch drew water from 
a well near the Union Pacific Railroad station. The 
water was dumped into an alley after it was used 
then taken to the well and washed, 
and the cuspidor on Dr. Miller’s dental chair was

Vulcanizing was done over a kerosene lamp 
with no regulator, which made it necessary to adjust 
the flame continually to maintain uniform heat.

In the hope that opening two offices in Grand 
Island would prevent other dentists from locating 
there, Drs. Miller and Finch set up shop for Dr. 
Finch in 1887.

His first chair was an Archer with four high 
legs. “There was a detached footrest, sort of a 
two-step affair, which was used by the patient in 
mounting the chair,” Dr. E. A. Thomas of Hastings 
reported. “The first step was for the long legs, the 
second for the shorter ones. Instead of raising 
and lowering the patient, Dr. Finch raised and 
lowered himself by standing on stools or boxes of 
different height. A common, ordinary cuspidor 
crudely swung from the arm on the chair . . .”

Dr. Finch’s instruments rested on a high table. 
A foot engine and foot lathe for his laboratory were 
the latest in power equipment.

Both Drs. Finch and Miller supplemented their 
office practice by taking horse-and-buggy trips to 
small towns in the Grand Island area. They took

turns going to dental meetings and taking post
graduate courses so that Grand Island was never 
without a dentist. The one who attended a dental 
meeting took notes for the other and showed his 
colleague the techniques he had learned.

The meetings of the Missouri Valley Dental 
Society, which were changed from semi-annual to 
annual in 1871, introduced dentists like Drs. Finch 
and Miller to dental clinics. Originated in Nebraska 
City in 1870, Nebraska clinics at first dealt mainly 
with restorative work. That year Dr. J. W. Chad- 
duck of Nebraska City made a contour mallet 
restoration for Dr. E. I. Woodbury of Council Bluffs. 
At another meeting in 1870 at Tabor, la., Dr. Wood
bury and Dr. John Blake of Brownville showed 
society members how to make gold restorations.

The clinics introduced Nebraska dentists to new 
equipment as well as new techniques.

“ In 1874 a convention was held in Glenwood, 
la.,” Dr. A. S. Billings of Omaha wrote Dr. M. E. 
Vance of Lincoln in 1923. “ I took the first Morrison 
Dental Engine ever brought to the state of Ne
braska; it was six months before my order was 
filled by the S. S. White Company. I would say that 
less interest was shown in the new device than I 
expected, but the old three-foot iron rotary rod 
was rather clumsy.”

Dr. Billings maintained a fascination for dental 
equipment. In 1888, after his physician ordered him 
to get out of his Omaha office and travel, he founded 
Nebraska’s first dental supply business. He named 
his company the Chase Combination Dental Plate 
Company after Dr. Chase sold him the patent rights 
for making metal and rubber dentures with a metal 
die. Dr. Billings’ firm, renamed the Billings Dental 
Laboratories, is producing prescription ware for 
dentists today.

Two years after Dr. Billings demonstrated his 
dental engine, members of the Missouri Valley 
Dental Society decided to become Nebraska-oriented. 
Two Iowa dentists—Drs. E. H. Gothard of Avoca 
and F. M. Shriver of Glenwood—voted with the 
eight Nebraskans present at an Omaha meeting in 
1876 to change the society’s name to the Nebraska 
Dental Society. At the same meeting, Dr. Billings 
and Dr. J. S. Charles of Omaha were named the 
society’s first delegates to the American Dental 
Society Convention, which was held in Philadelphia 
that year.

The Nebraska society’s first meeting was in the 
office of Dr. S. H. King of Lincoln in 1877. Dr. 
W. F. Roseman of Fremont read a paper on “ Our 
Wards” and Dr. J. F. Sanborn of Tabor, la., read 
one on “ Dental Hygiene.” The host, Dr. King, was
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chosen the society’s first president. Dr. D. A. Vance 
of Kearney was elected vice-president, Dr. J. W. 
Chadduck of Nebraska City corresponding secretary 
and Dr. Roseman secretary-treasurer.

One of the Nebraska society’s first projects was 
obtaining a state dental law. A committee headed 
by Dr. I. W. Funck of Beatrice was appointed in 
1880 to draft a proposed law and send it to the 
Legislature. It wasn’t until 1887 that the law was 
enacted.

“Any person or persons are forbidden to prac
tice dentistry without having first received a 
diploma from a reputable dental college or university 
duly incorporated or established under the laws of 
the United States or some foreign government,” 
the measure read. It provided, however, that per
sons who had been practicing dentistry in Nebraska 
before 1887 would be allowed to continue.

Although it was a start, this first dental law 
was weak. “ In order to start practice under this 
act,” Dr. E. A. Thomas of Hastings noted, “all one 
had to do was to produce some kind of a college 
diploma or certificate, certifying that it had been 
obtained by the applicant, with one dollar to the 
county clerk in the county in which one was to prac
tice, and the county clerk would issue a permit. 
It was very much the same as one would procure 
a hunting or a fishing license.”

An 1895 law put the power of certification into 
the hands of the Nebraska Board of Health instead 
of the county clerks. The health board appointed 
a three-man State Board of Dental Examiners, 
drawn from the ranks of the Nebraska Dental 
Society, to examine those applicants who were not 
graduates of dental colleges. The examiners—Drs. 
O. F. Lambertson of Lincoln, George S. Nason of 
Omaha and H. C. Miller of Grand Island—could 
refuse certificates to persons guilty of “ dishonest 
or dishonorable conduct” and could revoke certifi
cates for the same reasons.

A law in 1903 specified how the examiners 
would test persons who applied for certificates. It 
divided an examination into two parts: written 
and manual. The written test covered anatomy, 
physiology, chemistry, materia medica, therapeu
tics, metallurgy, histology, pathology, oral surgery, 
operative and prosthetic dentistry, hygiene and 
dental jurisprudence. The manual test consisted of 
operative and prosthetic skills. The 1903 law, which 
expanded the Board of Examiners from three to 
five members, required two examiners to be present 
when tests for degrees were given at Nebraska’s 
dental colleges.

The law of 1903 formed a foundation upon

which later dental laws were built. The Nebraska 
Dental Society pushed through several measures 
between 1903 and the early 1930’s, but they either 
updated or clarified portions of the 1903 law or 
acted as amendments to it. A bill in 1909, for 
example, outlined certification procedure for prac- 
tioners who moved to Nebraska from other states. 
Despite the abundance of these new statutes, it 
wasn’t until 1935 that a major addition was made 
to Nebraska dental law.

The laws of 1895 and 1903 effectively checked 
unqualified practitioners. The year after the 1895 
law was enacted, 10 illegal practitioners were noti
fied to cease their dental work. All of them left 
Nebraska.

In 1901 the Board of Dental Examiners an
nounced that the state was rid of “nearly every 
dental impostor.” Dr. M. E. Vance of Lincoln wrote 
in the “ History of Dental Surgery” in 1909 that 
Nebraska had “ one of the best dental laws of any 
state in the Union.”

During the administering of the 1903 law 
Nebraska dentistry suffered an embarrassing mo
ment. The dental examiners, in their minutes for 
1919, describe the situation in June of that year 
like this: “ During the examination of candidates 
at Lincoln, Capitol Building, during the written 
work it was discovered by board members that 
lockers, in which had been placed questions on the 
written subjects, had been forced open, breaking the 
lock.”

An investigation revealed that someone stole 
copies of the questions and sold them to all but two 
of the applicants. “ On the advice of Attorney 
General Davis it was decided to continue the 
examination of the two men who had not received 
the questions,” the examiners wrote, “but in the 
case of all the other candidates who had received 
the questions, it would not be considered their 
examination, but that the meeting would be ad
journed until July.”

The year before Nebraska’s first dental law 
was enacted, members of the Nebraska Dental 
Society were introduced to electricity in dentistry. 
Dr. G. W. Werts of Omaha operated with an electric 
mallet at the society’s 1886 meeting in Beatrice. 
Apparently the instrument caught on fast.

“The electric mallet, by which two thousand 
strokes per minute may be given in drilling the 
filling into the cavity, has supplanted the tedious 
process of former years,” the historians Savage and 
Bell wrote in “The History of the City of Omaha” 
in 1894. They noted that Omaha dentists, who were 
doing gold crown and enamel facing work, had
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“ kept pace with their brethren of the Eastern 
cities.”

Before the electric mallet, dentists had to push 
layer upon layer of foil into cavities by hand. Dr. 
B. E. Goble of Pender used a tool other than the 
conventional rubber mallet to pound the foil down. 
“ He had a piece of lead about IV2 inches long and 
one inch wide that he put between his index and 
big fingers,” Dr. C. E. Baker of David City wrote. 
“ He had it shaped to fit his fingers, so it worked 
well.”

On the same day that Dr. Werts demonstrated 
the electric mallet, Dr. A. 0. Hunt of Chicago, who 
later moved to Omaha, gave a clinic on the low 
crowning system. “ Everyone conceded that it was 
the crown for neatness, cleanliness and utility and 
which, no doubt, was to be the crown of the future,” 
Dr. E. A. Thomas of Hastings reported.

Dr. Hunt was one of the first in a long line of 
national and international dental experts who spoke 
at the conventions of the Nebraska Dental Society 
and its successor, the Nebraska Dental Association. 
These experts were so popular that they became an 
annual tradition.

The advent of the guest expert was one reason 
why the Nebraska Dental Society in 1883 began 
to hold its annual meetings in hotels or theaters 
instead of the homes or offices of members. An
other reason was that more space was needed to 
house the growing number of clinics. “ At the last 
annual meeting our program comprised 57 clinics, 
which compared favorably with other societies much 
larger than ours,” Dr. M. E. Vance of Lincoln wrote 
in the “ History of Dental Surgery” in 1909.

Nebraska dentists got a chance to see what 
dentists in other states were doing at joint meetings 
before the turn of the century. In 1884 the Nebraska 
Dental Society met with the Kansas Dental Society 
at Hiawatha, Kans.

Ten years later the Nebraska and Iowa Dental 
Societies convened in Omaha. “ This inspiring meet
ing in 1894 seemed to be the foundation of dental 
education in Nebraska and a stimulus in Iowa,” the 
Chronicle of the Omaha District Dental Society 
reported.

At the meeting a committee of Nebraskans was 
appointed to distribute a circular to build interest 
in a state dental college. “During the time between 
this joint meeting in 1894 and March 4, 1895, pre
liminary meetings for the selection of trustees, etc., 
for the proposed dental department of the Univer
sity of Omaha had been held,” the Chronicle said. 
The Omaha Dental College was formally opened 
October 1, 1895.

In 1896 the dental societies of Nebraska, Iowa 
and Missouri held a joint session at Excelsior 
Springs, Mo.

To keep a record of these joint meetings and 
other proceedings, the Nebraska Dental Society’s 
Executive Council created the monthly Nebraska 
Dental Journal in July of 1913. Until then, pro
ceedings were published on a haphazard basis— 
mostly yearly—and handed out at the annual con
ventions. “The Executive Council’s conclusions,” 
wrote the first Journal editor, Dr. S. A. Allen of 
Loup City, “were based on these facts: Bound pro
ceedings one year old when handed out at the meet
ing have, from the lapse of time, lost an important 
virtue. When published in monthly magazine form, 
while new, they will very generally be read and 
can be preserved . . . ”

The Journal ceased publication during the war 
years after 1918. It was revived as the Dental News 
in 1921, but reassumed the name of the Journal in 
the late 1920’s. The editors after Dr. Allen were 
Drs. W. A. McHenry, Nelson; E. A. Thomas, Hast
ings ; J. F. Sheehan, Omaha; G. A. Grubb, Lincoln; 
D. W. Edwards, Lincoln, and G. A. James, Lincoln.

One of the Journal’s contemporaries is a two- 
page newsletter that Joe Hageman, administrative 
director of the Nebraska Dental Association, began 
producing in late 1965. Sent to members eight to 
10 times a year, the newsletter is a project of the 
association’s Public Relations Council.

Another contemporary of the Journal is the 
Chronicle of the Omaha District Dental Society. 
Dr. Clarence Schroeder created the Chronicle as a 
four-page leaflet in 1936. Dr. Floyd Paynter 
changed it into a booklet in 1945. Today, with a 
circulation of over 3,300, it is the second largest 
component dental society journal in the United 
States.

Drs. Robert Drake and H. S. Susman have been 
editors besides Drs. Schroeder and Paynter. Mrs. 
Susman has helped her husband with his editor’s 
job since 1953 by being the Chronicle’s business 
manager and assistant editor.

Editors of the Journal and Chronicle have tried 
to keep dentists up to date on developments in their 
profession. Both booklets have published technical 
papers and proceedings of their organizations. Both, 
too, have run social news about organization mem
bers, although the trend in the last few years has 
been away from social news.

One story in a 1915 Journal described what 
became a trend in equipping dental offices. Dr. 
J. F. Wilkie of Ravenna gave a general outline of 
his model office to outfitters and “ let them do the



NEBRASKA D E S T A I :  JOURNAL

A SAFE INVESTMENT
in s u r a n c e  a g a in s t  sn eak  thievesi

Here’s an all steel, fire proof safe, strong enough to stand * ^a(!J iL /n t  
sists the effects of heat. Neat in appearance. \our name n at . .
front of door opening. Tu

HEIGHT. W IDTH ,q u  inches
30 inches 23*4 inches " rchaged

If purchased with a $100.00 quantity of teeth, price is $48.00'. ItJPU ^  
without teeth, price $96.00 and well worth it. Sold on very i 
details sent by signing your name below.

BILLINGS DENTAL SUPPLY CO.
O M A H A  LIN

Billings Dental Supply Co.,
Omaha, Neb.

Gentlemen:
Please send me full description of safe advertised by 

Dental Journal.

in  Th  • .Hebras* 1 vou in *11

Dr.

Town

Ads like this one in a 1916 Dental Journal .
indicated a means to thwart dental burglars.

N
eb

ra
sk

a 
D

en
ta

l 
A

ss
oc

ia
ti

on
.



rest,” the Journal reported. The finished product 
included a reception room and two operating rooms.

The brown reception room, 12 feet by 18 feet, 
had white enamel woodwork and brown carpeting 
and drapes.

One operating room had woodwork in three 
shades of grey and white enamel, blue drapes and 
blue carpeting. A partition divided it into a dressing 
room, 4 feet by 4 feet, with a lavoratory and mirror, 
and an operating area 6 feet by 9 feet. Dr. Wilkie 
installed new equipment in this room.

The other operating room had white enamel 
woodwork, pale green walls, a cream-colored ceiling 
and linoleum on the floor. A desk and telephone 
were in it. Dr. Wilkie explained that this room 
was used for extractions, plaster work and “hurry-up 
patients.” It had used equipment in it.

It had taken a long time for Nebraska dental 
offices to become as sophisticated as Dr. Wilkie’s. 
For many early dentists— especially the part-time 
ones—an office was the great outdoors.

Dr. Bert Dienstbier’s offices in the Springview 
area in 1910 included a barber shop and a school. 
At Mills his dental chair was a barber chair. At 
Nordeen it was a rocking chair propped up on 
blocks and at Jameson it was a board slanting from 
the side of a shed to the ground. Night work was 
done by a kerosene lamp held by prospective pa
tients.

A frequent unwelcome visitor to the dentist’s 
office in the early 1900’s was the burglar. Gold 
inlays were popular then, Dr. E. A. Thomas of 
Hastings noted, and dental gold and platinum 
offered rich prizes for thieves. The Dental Journal 
of November, 1914, reported about a night when a 
dental burglar was active in Lincoln.

“ At least seven offices were robbed . . . ,” the 
Journal said. “ Drs. (J. S.) Pierce and (M. E.) 
Vance lost about two hundred dollars, Dr. (J. H.) 
Graham lost about 50 dollars, Dr. L. P. Davis about 
25 dollars, Dr. (Charles) Youngblut about 125 dol
lars, Dr. (E. A.) Truell about 50 dollars and Dr. 
(H. A.) Shannon, who has been robbed four times, 
while refusing to put a value on the loss, admitted 
that it was between one hundred dollars and five 
hundred dollars.”

Police found “much gold and foil such as is 
found around dental offices” in the possession of 
a W. N. Fitzgibbon. But the Lincoln dentists said 
none of the confiscated metal was theirs. It was 
learned later that Fitzgibbon stole the metal from 
Denver dentists. He was returned to authorities 
there.

The progress in dental offices roughly paralleled 
the increase in Nebraska dentists. In 1860 the 
territory had seven dentists to serve its 56 hun
dred people. So many of Omaha’s 12 dentists in 
1873 were concentrated along Farnam Street be
tween Thirteenth and Fourteenth Streets that the 
block was known as Dentist’s Row. Dr. W. F. Rose- 
man of Fremont, secretary-treasurer of the Ne
braska Dental Society in 1881, reported that the 
organization had 23 members in good standing 
that year. “ At the present time the Nebraska 
Dental Society has 256 members, more than half 
the dentists of the state,” Dr. M. E. Vance of 
Lincoln wrote in the “ History of Dental Surgery” 
in 1909.

Among the changes that this population explo
sion prompted was a reorganization of Nebraska’s 
district dental society system. Until 1908, the 
regional district societies, most of which had been 
organized in the 1890’s and early 1900’s, were 
independent of the Nebraska Dental Society. Some 
members of the district societies were members of 
the state society, but a good percentage were not. 
Members of the district societies held periodic meet
ings patterned after the annual conventions of the 
state society and worked on projects similar to 
those the state society tackled.

Before the 1908 reorganization, regional socie
ties included the Eastern Nebraska Dental Society, 
the Lincoln Dental Society, the Northern Nebraska 
Dental Society, the Northwestern Nebraska Dental 
Society, the Omaha Odontological Society, the 
Southeastern Nebraska Dental Society, the South
western Nebraska Dental Society and the Tri-City 
Dental Society (Omaha, South Omaha and Council 
Bluffs). The reorganization resulted in six district 
societies, the boundary lines of which were laid out 
so that members had good rail connections to the 
cities that served as district headquarters.

The six new districts and their headquarters 
were the Southwest District, Holdrege; the North
west District, Kearney; the North District, Norfolk; 
the Central District, York; the Southeast District, 
Lincoln, and the East District, Omaha.

Membership in the new district societies meant 
membership in the state society. “ The dues are 
paid to the secretaries of the district societies and 
by them paid over to the secretary of the state 
society,” Dr. M. E. Vance of Lincoln wrote in 1909.

Boundaries of the district societies were al
tered to keep in step with the changing times. There 
were eight districts in 1967: the Omaha District, 
the Lincoln District, the Southeast District, the 
Central District, the North District, the South-
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west District, the Northwest District and the West 
District.

District associations have helped spearhead den
tal progress in Nebraska. Tracing the development 
of one of them— the Lincoln District Association, 
for instance—will show some of their accomplish
ments.

The Lincoln association was organized in 1903 
as the Lincoln Odontographic Society. Dr. H. A. 
Shannon was elected president, Dr. H. F. Helms vice
president and Dr. M. E. Vance secretary-treasurer. 
Members, whose dues were a dollar a year, presented 
talks, papers and clinics at the monthly meetings.

The association’s activities consisted mainly of 
social functions, projects to benefit dentists in the 
district and projects to benefit patients.

Projects designed to benefit dentists included: 
consideration— and rejection—of an early proposal 
to put an association tooth powder on the market; 
committees on dental legislation; formation of a 
Dental Protective Association to help members who 
faced lawsuits; bulk buying to reduce the cost of 
dental goods; financial support of members who 
became ill; one-year free dues for new members

during the Depression ; expressions of concern in 
1930 and 1963 that the University of Nebraska was 
competing for patients with members of the asso
ciation.

Projects designed to benefit patients included: 
sponsorship of a clinic and promotion of dental 
health education in schools ; free dental examina
tions for World War I draftees ; legal action against 
dentists guilty of malpractice ; development of a 
patient loan plan ; creation of facilities for testing 
and placement of dental assistants; supplying free 
equipment for the Lincoln-Lancaster County dental 
clinic ; providing free care for poverty-stricken per
sons ; promoting fluoridation ; dental care for Peace 
Corps applicants and Project Head Start children.

The Lincoln District Dental Association has 
grown from 15 charter members in 1903 to 143 in 
1967. The present budget of $4,950 has been fi
nanced primarily by 40-dollar dues from members. 
The board of directors, which meets monthly, con
ducts association business and reviews the progress 
of its approximately 25 committees.

The association schedules about seven banquets 
a year. Members share one dinner with their wives
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and one with local physicians. A yearly business 
meeting follows another banquet.

One project the Lincoln District helps with 
every two years is the annual convention of the 
Nebraska Dental Association, which alternates be
tween Omaha and Lincoln.

Today the Lincoln association and the seven 
other district associations are vital to dental prog
ress in Nebraska.

Around the time the districts were first re
organized, agendas of the Nebraska Dental Society’s 
annual conventions included social events as well as 
dental business. The trend started in 1887, when the

3 Component 
Women's Auxiliaries

Omaha— This organization was formed in 1929. Charter 
members included Mrs. J. P. Slater, president; Mrs. A. H. Hippie, 
first vice-president; Mrs. H. A. Nelson, second vice-president; 
Mrs. Pdaine Truesdel, recording secretary; Mrs. Herbert King, 
treasurer; Mrs. J. M. Prime, corresponding secretary; Mrs. F. F. 
Whitcomb; Mrs. Lester Myers, Mrs. O. A. Runyan and Mrs. D. 
E. Conley. The group's main purpose is promoting dental health 
education. The 1967 officers are Mrs. Chester F. Singer, Jr., 
president; Mrs. Walter Bennett, first vice-president; Mrs. Ger,ald 
Byrd, second vice-president; Mrs. Paul Gradoville, recording 
secretary; Mrs. Erik Olsen, treasurer, and Mrs. E. Newton K el
ley, corresponding secretary.

Zaincoln— It was organized in 1943 with 18 charter members. 
The officers were Mrs. M. W . Lamphere, president; Mrs. Glenn 
Johnston, vice-president, ,and Mrs. Merritt Pedersen, secretary- 
treasurer. At the monthly meetings members plan promotion of 
dental health education and support for various philanthropic 
causes. The 1967 membership is 75. Officers are Mrs. Gordon 
Tejsar, president; Mrs. P.aul Kern, vice-president, and Mrs. 
Greg Kallos, secretary-treasurer.

North Platte— The group’s 10 members organized in 1966. 
They chose Mrs. Ray Enrich president, Mrs. Roger Van Cleave 
vice-president and Mrs. Jerry States secretary-treasurer. Meet
ings are monthly. Plans include the promotion of dental health 
education and creation of a scholarship for a North Platte 
student interested in becoming a dental hygienist or a dental 
assistant.

citizens of Hastings furnished buggies to show the 
visiting dentists around their city. It continued in 
the 1890’s with visits to a sugar beet factory in 
Norfolk and a firefighting demonstration in Omaha.

Lincoln dentists consolidated the trend toward 
social events by sponsoring a banquet for members 
of the state society at the Lindell Hotel in 1897. 
That first banquet was the start of another tradi
tion at the Nebraska Dental Society’s annual meet
ing.

Dental wives took an increasing role in the

activities of the state society in the Twentieth 
Century. In May of 1913 the ladies toured a tor
nado-ravaged area of Omaha while their husbands 
attended clinics. At the annual convention the next 
year the wives went to a theater party. The plot 
of the play, appropriately enough, was woven around 
the loss of a partial plate aboard a ship.

The women organized in 1929 by founding the 
Women’s Auxiliary of the Nebraska Dental Society. 
Purpose of the auxiliary was to assist the Nebraska 
Dental Society with its projects and to plan enter
tainment and social events at the society’s annual 
conventions. The first officers were Mrs. J. R. 
Thompson, Wahoo, president; Mrs. Blaine Truesdell, 
Omaha, first vice-president; Mrs. M. P. Sullivan, 
Falls City, second vice-president; Mrs. M. C. Peder
sen, Lincoln, third vice-president; Mrs. G. A. Racely, 
Crawford, fourth vice-president; Mrs. G. H. Thur- 
low, Auburn, recording secretary; Mrs. C. A. Spell
man, Beatrice, corresponding secretary, and Mrs. 
L. D. Arnot, Exeter, treasurer. The auxiliary 
started with 75 members.

About the time the auxiliary was founded, a 
German dental magazine praised a study entitled 
“ The Relation of Dental Disorders to Nervous and 
Mental Disorders.” The study, done by a Nebraska 
dentist, Dr. E. A. Thomas, was first published in 
the American Dental Surgeon in 1927. It repre
sented the culmination of about 30 years of contact 
with patients at the Hastings State Hospital for 
the mentally ill.

Dr. Thomas was introduced to the hospital as a 
young medical assistant in 1899. He was shocked 
to see that patients received no dental and little 
medical care. More than 20 years later the situation 
was unchanged. “ While dental service was con
sidered unnecessary,” Dr. Thomas recalled, “ state 
legislators had provided a state veterinary and den
tist to look after the teeth of the state’s domestic 
animals.”

When Dr. Thomas reported the patients’ plight 
to Gov. Charles Bryan in the early 1920’s, he was 
“put off with a statement that dentists were like 
veterinarians: they wanted to get on the payroll 
of the state.” Eventually Dr. William S. Fast, 
Hastings superintendent, furnished Dr. Thomas an 
office so he could work on mental patients 15 to 20 
hours a week.

Nine months later Dr. Fast told the Nebraska 
Board of Control that, in his opinion, dental service 
by Dr. Thomas had helped return three patients to 
their homes as cured. Shortly afterward, the hos
pital was able to budget 75 dollars a month for a 
part-time dentist.



Courtesy of Dr. E. A. Thomas.
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Members of Nebraska Dental Assistants Society . . .  at the group’s eleventh annual meeting in 1928.



The Beatrice Home for the mentally ill and 
other state institutions followed Hastings’ example. 
Beatrice directors bought some dental equipment in 
1930 and hired Dr. Porter Dodson to provide dental 
care for patients one day a week. In 1939 the 
Nebraska Dental Association appointed Dr. Fred 
Webster of Lincoln a consultant to the State Board 
of Control, which had become concerned about im
proving dental care in state institutions. The Board 
of Control two years later directed Dr. Harold Heinz 
to open the first full-time dental program at the 
Beatrice Home.

Dental care at Beatrice and other institutions 
improved after 1941. A dental training program for 
employees was established at the Beatrice Home 
in 1959. “The result has been an improved dental 
program and better ward care for the residents,” 
Dr. Heinz said. In 1964 Beatrice added a second 
dentist and an additional dental assistant to its staff.

The man who started the improved dental care 
at the state institutions, Dr. E. A. Thomas, and 
Dr. E. A. Meservey of Kearney worked for the 
formation of a Nebraska Dental Assistants Society 
in the decade before the 1920’s. “ A well-trained 
dental assistant accounts for 50 per cent of the 
efficiency of any dental office,” Dr. Meservey con
tended. He employed two assistants before he re
tired in 1930, one of whom did nothing but prophy
lactics. “ Dentists can’t afford to clean teeth,” he 
explained.

The Nebraska assistants group, founded in 
Hastings in October of 1917, was the first of its 
kind in the United States. Charter members were 
Elizabeth Mayo, Gothenburg (president) ; Katherine 
Gartman, Fremont (secretary-treasurer) ; Melinda 
Starr, Hastings; Luta Mouser, Hastings; Blanche 
Jones, Hastings; Lila Gillespie, Hastings, and May 
Morris, Kearney.

Since its beginning, the dental assistants or
ganization has held its meetings in conjunction with 
the annual conventions of the Nebraska Dental 
Society and its successor, the Nebraska Dental Asso
ciation. In 1926 the group became affiliated with 
the American Dental Assistants Association. The 
organization’s current membership is 331. Its com
ponents include the Omaha, Lincoln, Fremont, Nor
folk, McCook and Mid-State Dental Assistants 
Societies.

The year after the dental assistants organized, 
American dentists were introduced to one of the 
profession’s greatest innovations—novocaine. When 
Dr. L. E. Myers of Blair started practicing oral 
surgery in 1914, there were no safe anesthetics. 
“About that time they came out with an anesthetic

they said was safe—it was a mixture of cocaine and 
iodine,” he said. “ After using it for a while and 
having two patients almost die in my chair, my 
desire for surgery dimmed.”

One of the last German ships to anchor in 
America before World War I brought a shipment of 
novocaine with it. Dr. Myers was lucky enough 
to get some of it. Most Nebraska dentists had to 
wait until the war was over.

Novocaine solution was prepared from tablets 
by placing the powdered drug into a boiling wringer 
solution. It was injected with a syringe.

One of the anesthetics novocaine replaced was 
nitrous oxide, from which many patients suffered 
uncomfortable after-effects. Dr. C. E. Baker of 
David City used a nitrous oxide machine in the 
early 1920’s. “ One case I had went home laughing 
so hard she couldn’t stop, and laughed all evening,” 
he recalled. “ So I guess that’s why they call it 
laughing gas.”

Dr. Bruno Harms, one of Nebraska’s first oral 
surgeons, used nitrous oxide for the first time in 
Omaha in 1916. He was also the first in Omaha to 
use at least two other anesthetics. In the early 
1920’s he performed an operation at Douglas County 
Hospital with a nitrous oxide-oxygen mixture. Later 
in the 1920’s he used cyclopropane.

Dental equipment of the 1920’s was as unso
phisticated as some of the anesthetics, Dr. C. E. 
Baker contended. “ I had a light on my unit for 
operating and it was in a position where the patient 
conveniently bumped his head on it, which I think 
sometimes served as an anesthetic,” he said. “Then 
I had a gasoline burning outfit for heating the gold 
to cast inlays and I still do not see how I kept from 
setting the whole place on fire.”

Shortly before Dr. Baker and his colleagues 
entered the decade of the 1930’s, the Great Depres
sion paralyzed the world. Some Nebraska dentists 
were especially hard hit. “ I went flat broke and had 
to start over,” Dr. G. E. Hartman of Wayne recalled. 
“ When people get short of money, they’ll buy 
diamonds before having their teeth looked after.” 

With money scarce, many dentists were paid 
in produce. In 1932 Dr. L. D. Arnot, then of Exeter, 
collected fees in bushels of corn. He put the grain 
into storage bins and, when prices nudged upward 
in 1934, sold it for a profit.

The Federal Government first encroached on 
dentistry during the hard times of the Depression. 
It set up programs to provide care for persons who 
could not afford it. Since then, the government has 
initiated programs that deal with matters other than 
poverty-stricken patients—programs that have 
caused much concern among responsible dentists.
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Encroachment of the government was one of 
the least worries of dentists in the 1930’s, however. 
Members of the Nebraska Dental Society were in
volved in many political struggles at that time— 
the most bitter one involving who controlled their 
organization.

Let the Dentist Wait
By Dr. R. P. Starr

Loup City
This poem, written in 1914, seemed especially applicable 

during' the 1930’s.

I went into the dentist’s ;
The dentist was not in.

And so I said unto myself,
I'll not come back again.

) ou see the case was this way:
/  was no longer ill,

Had merely dropped in that day 
To pay my dental bill.

But had my tooth been aching 
And I remained in pain,

I’d either wait ¡or his return 
Or I ’d come back again.

But I'm no longer suffering,
4m in fairly healthy state;

I hough the dentist needs the money, 
l can really let him wait.

I wonder if Tin different
From other human kind, 

lb ho, when they need a dentist,
The dentist they can find;

But when the dentist needs them,
Call either ahead or late;

And if he docs not catch them,
7 hey let the dentist wait?

Strong feelings were aroused when Dr. L. T. 
Hunt of Lincoln, president in 1937, proposed a 
change in the procedure for nominating officers. 
The proposal was aimed at crushing the power of 
the Old Guard, a group of about 15 dentists who had 
controlled the organization for many years. Dr. 
Hunt recommended that a committee composed 
of representatives from each of the district dental 
groups nominate officers, instead of having them

nominated from the floor. The Old Guard, which 
effectively nominated its choices from the floor in 
the past, fought hard against Dr. Hunt’s proposal. 
When the smoke cleared, however, the proposal 
had passed.

Throughout the history of the Nebraska Dental 
Society—which was renamed the Nebraska Dental 
Association in 1936—there had been a succession of 
Old Guard factions. The Old Guard of the 1920’s 
and 1930’s smashed an earlier Old Guard faction led 
by Drs. D. A. Finch of Grand Island, 0. H. Cressler 
of North Platte and H. J. Porter of Cambridge. The 
latest Old Guard included Drs. Ross Wintersteen of 
Holdrege, Clyde Davis of Lincoln, Fred Webster of 
Lincoln, Ralph Ludwick of Lincoln, H. A. Nelson of 
Omaha, P. J. Hunter of Omaha, F. F. Whitcomb of 
Omaha, F. T. Daly of Cambridge, G. L. Spencer of 
Lincoln, F. A. Pierson of Lincoln, J. H. Wallace of 
Omaha, E. H. Bruening of Omaha, J. F. Cole of 
Aurora, E. A. Litchfield of Omaha, P. T. Barber of 
Omaha and Carl Bumstead of Lincoln.

The Nebraska Dental Association followed the 
proposal that crushed the power of the Old Guard 
with another important change in its governmental 
structure in the late 1940’s. It switched from a Gen
eral Assembly to a House of Delegates to consider 
organization programs. In the past, meetings of 
the General Assembly, composed of every member 
of the association, were poorly attended. Nearly one 
hundred per cent attendance accompanied the adop
tion of the House of Delegates, whose members 
were chosen by district.

Political fighting among dentists in the 1930’s 
wasn’t restricted to the association’s internal mat
ters. Men in two opposing camps chastized each other 
during hearings on a proposed dental law in 1935. 
The two factions, known as the advertising dentists 
and the ethical dentists, were at odds over a bill 
aimed at severely restricting dental advertising. 
Senate File No. 100 forbid the advertising of free 
examinations, painless dentistry, professional supe
riority or guaranteed work.

The ethical dentists had pushed the bill. “ I 
never saw a dental advertisement, except a profes
sional card, that was not misleading in some phases 
to the public at large,” Dr. F. F. Whitcomb of Omaha 
told members of the Legislature’s Senate Committee 
on Medical Societies.

The advertising dentists countered the charges 
of Dr. Whitcomb and others with the contention 
that ethical dentists advertised by joining country 
clubs and getting their names in the society columns 
of newspapers. “The advertising dentist doesn’t ask 
the newspapers to put in a free notice every time



he goes to University Place,” Dr. J. V. Farrington 
of Omaha contended. “That’s called dead-heading. 
I’d rather pay for my advertisement than dead
head.”

The Legislature ended the feud between the 
advertising and ethical dentists by enacting Senate 
File No. 100.

That same year, 1935, a group of about 35 
dentists met in Lincoln to organize the Nebraska 
Society of Dentistry for Children. Nebraska dentists 
had begun to realize the importance of dentistry for 
children in the 1920’s. Prior to that, many dentists 
refused to work on children—in the belief that their 
efforts would be wasted when the child’s teeth and 
mouth matured.

Dr. Gilbert Colgan of McCook was the first 
president of the Nebraska group, which is now af
filiated with the American Society of Dentistry for 
Children. With the help of leaders like Drs. John 
Brauer of Lincoln, Tom Gardner of Omaha, G. V. 
Reynolds of Lexington and Ralph Ireland of Lincoln, 
the Nebraska organization became the fourth largest 
in the United States. Three of its past presidents— 
Drs. Brauer, Ireland and Earl Lampshire of Lin
coln— have been presidents of the American Society 
of Dentistry for Children.

One of the projects the children’s dentists have 
worked on is the annual National Children’s Dental 
Health Week. Dr. Earl Lampshire implemented the 
program in Lincoln in 1949. It included a panel dis
cussion on “The Care of Children’s Teeth” by four 
experts in children’s dentistry. Also part of the 
program were broadcasts and newspaper articles. 
This National Children’s Dental Health Week was 
preceded by a local one that Lincoln dentists spon
sored in 1927.

Members of the Nebraska Society of Dentistry 
for Children now meet twice a year: once for a 
business session at the annual convention of the 
Nebraska Dental Association and once to hear an 
expert on children’s dentistry.

Three or four years after the Nebraska Society 
of Dentistry for Children was organized, antibi
otics such as penicillin were introduced to Nebraska 
dentists. The new drugs were to help these dentists 
in World War II.

The war itself wras the most disruptive force in 
the history of Nebraska dentistry. A total of 276 
of the state’s nine hundred dentists served in the 
armed forces during the war. That number in
cluded nearly a third of the Omaha dentists— 50 
of the 170 members of the Omaha District Dental 
Society. To make up for the loss of these men, 
civilian dentists worked up to 18 hours a day.

On the front lines, Nebraska dentists operated 
under trying, dangerous conditions. Capt. John S. 
Ebenberger of Omaha, who accompanied more than 
30 patrols into action in the Pacific, treated jaw 
wounds in foxholes, caves and jeeps. He carried 
his tools in a kit that he lugged by hand and often 
used an infantryman’s field pack for his dental chair.

“You get to love ’em after you have worked 
with them awhile,” he said of the G.I.’s “You find 
a kid on the march up to the front almost crazy 
with a toothache. The column stops for a rest and 
you go to work on him and fix him up. When they 
get ready to move again, he slings on his pack, 
picks up his rifle and falls in. How’s any one going 
to lick a guy like that?’

Some of Dr. Ebenberger’s fellow Nebraskans 
became war heroes. Lt. Kenneth Drown of Seward, 
a dental officer for an artillery unit on the Tunisian 
front in 1943, was recommended for decoration after 
a German dive-bomber attack on United States 
vehicles at Sidi Bouzid. He had himself lowered 
120 feet down into a dry Arabian well to rescue a 
soldier who plunged into it. The commander of 
Navy Lt. Herbert Hawley of Elwood described 
Hawley as “ the most completely fearless individual 
I ever knew” in an Associated Press dispatch about 
a Japanese attack on an American Navy field hos
pital in the Pacific in 1943.

A few Nebraska dentists didn’t come back from 
the war. Capt. Harlow Brewer of Blair perished 
in a Japanese prison camp in the Philippines on 
October 31, 1942. Maj. Samuel Morgan of Omaha 
was killed in action against the Germans in North 
Africa on August 18, 1943. The Army officially 
listed the deaths of three other Nebraskans—Lt. 
Arnold J. O’Donnell of Omaha, Maj. Otto Brt of 
Wakefield and Lt. Col. Glenn Faucett of Falls City— 
as resulting from “ disease or non-battle injuries.”

Some dentists found it hard returning to civilian 
life after the war was over. Dental veterans at the 
Nebraska Dental Association’s annual convention in 
May of 1946 complained that the older practitioner— 
the man between 35 and 50—had been held in the 
service too long. He could not find office space or 
equipment, they said, and most of his peace-time 
practice was gone. Some of the veterans said that 
one reason space was so hard to find was that phy
sicians expanded their offices during the war.

The search for space resulted in a trend among 
Omaha and Lincoln dentists to build or rent offices 
in residential areas instead of downtown. High 
downtown rental costs and an acute parking prob
lem were reasons for the trend besides the shortage 
of downtown office space. “ It used to be that a
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dentist had to be located downtown,” an Omaha 
dentist said. “ Now, with so many people driving 
cars, most patients don’t care where the dentist is 
located—just so they can find him.”

One of the breakthroughs in dentistry around 
the end of World War II was the high speed drill. 
Dr. Earl Lampshire of Lincoln pioneered in its de
velopment in Nebraska. While an instructor at the 
University of Nebraska Dental College, he increased 
the speed of a dental college unit from 2,000 to 7,000 
revolutions per minute by removing some of its 
resistors. Dr. Bert Hooper, the dean, helped Dr. 
Lampshire get the unit’s speed up to 9,000 rpm by 
putting different pulleys on it. By 1954, the college 
was using drills up to 150,000 rpm. Drills today 
hit 300,000 rpm.

While high speed drills were being perfected, 
the Nebraska Legislature—in 1949—passed two im
portant dental bills. One of them created the Divi
sion of Dental Health within the State Health De
partment. The division actually began in 1936 with 
the organization of a dental unit in the Division 
of Maternal and Child Health of the State Health 
Department. In 1941 it became a separate division 
known as the Division of Dental Hygiene.

Dr. J. R. Thompson of Wahoo was named direc
tor of the dental unit in 1936. Dr. H. W. Heinz, 
resident dentist at the Beatrice State Home, as
sumed command of the division in 1953. Dr. Mark 
P. Muffley of Superior replaced Dr. Heinz in 1957.

One of the original functions of the division 
was to further dental health education in Nebraska. 
It sponsored health workshops, teachers institutes 
and other projects to achieve this aim.

In the 1950’s and 1960’s the division became 
active in the promotion of fluoridation. The division 
helped the Nebraska Dental Association’s Com
mittee on Fluoridation and other groups to convince 
voters or city officials to initiate fluoridation in 
these cities by 1967: Superior, Fairbury, Nebraska 
City, Columbus, Rushville, Neligh, Bellevue and 
Utica. While promoting fluoride, the Division of 
Dental Health did a study on the fluoride content 
of private water supplies in Nebraska.

The other important dental bill that the Legis
lature passed in 1949 provided for the licensing of 
dental hygienists. The measure stated that qualified 
applicants, graduates of a two-year course approved 
by the Board of Dental Examiners, could practice 
in Nebraska after passing a state examination and 
paying a 25-dollar fee. The bill limited the duties 
of hygienists to making dental examinations, record
ing cavities, cleaning teeth and taking X-rays. It

further stipulated that dentists could employ only 
one hygienist apiece.

The Nebraska Dental Association, which sought 
the hygienist bill, had changed its mind since it 
first considered the status of the hygienist. Prob
ably out of fear that licensing hygienists might 
result in dentists having to compete with them for 
business, the Executive Council of the Nebraska 
Dental Society in 1922 passed a resolution opposing 
licensing. Twenty-seven years later, when their 
work load had increased tremendously, Nebraska 
dentists welcomed the help of the licensed hygienist.

Nebraska dental hygienists organized 11 years 
after the hygienists bill was enacted. The present 
Nebraska Dental Hygienists Association, whose 
records go back to 1960, has 25 members. The 
group, mostly from Lincoln and Omaha, plans to 
form constituent associations in those two cities.

The sponsor of the dental hygienists law was 
Dr. C. C. Lillibridge of Crete, who served five terms 
in the Legislature. He was one of at least three 
dentists who have been state legislators in Ne
braska. The others were Dr. Roy Minnick of Stroms
berg and Dr. W. H. McHenry of Nelson. Dentists 
who have held other state government jobs include 
Drs. T. W. Bass of Broken Bow, State Treasurer; 
R. M. Gilmore of Kearney, State Board of Education, 
and Gordon Shupe of Wayne and F. J. Brown of 
Genoa, State Normal Board.

Four years after the hygienists bill was passed, 
the Legislature passed another bill that boosted 
Nebraska dentistry. It provided that a member of 
the dental profession sit on the State Board of 
Health. Dr. D. T. Waggener of Lincoln was the 
board’s first dentist. Drs. W. W. Webster of Lin
coln, A. R. Sofio of Omaha and Howard Yost of 
Grand Island followed him.

Another development that boosted Nebraska 
dentistry in the 1950’s was the formation of the 
Nebraska Society of Oral Surgeons. The group’s 
1958 charter carries the names of 15 dentists. Dr. 
Harry Boyne of Omaha was the first president. 
Meetings are held in conjunction with the annual 
conventions of the Nebraska Dental Association.

In the late 1940’s and early 1950’s Nebraska 
dentists began to wage one of the longest and most 
frustrating battles in their history. That battle— 
over fluoridation of community drinking supplies— 
is still a long wajr from being won.

In 1949, with the urging of Dr. J. R. Thompson, 
director of the State Dental Health Division, the 
Lincoln Dental Society created Nebraska’s first 
committee on fluoridation. Members of the com
mittee, headed by Dr. Earl Lampshire, appeared be-
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fore Lincoln’s City Council to ask that fluoride be 
added to the city’s water. After listening to Dr. 
Lampshire’s group and to fluoride opponents, the 
council decided against fluoridation.

Opponents of fluoridation, many of them ultra 
right-wing, made vociferous emotional appeals 
against it. “ I’m satisfied the stuff (fluorine) ac
cumulates and effects a person’s brain cells,” said 
Frank Frost, a member of the board of the Metro
politan Utilities District, which governs Omaha’s 
water. “ I understand that when the Russians 
occupy a country, they put that stuff in the drink
ing water to deaden people’s minds.”

Dentists countered their opponents’ charges 
with scientific testimony that fluoridated water not 
only was safe, but also helped reduce tooth decay. 
Listening to these dentists, the city councils of a 
few Nebraska communities implemented fluoride 
programs in the middle and late 1950’s.

In 1961 the Legislature passed a bill forbidding 
Nebraska communities to enact fluoride programs 
unless they were approved by a vote of the people 
in the communities. Dentists weren’t happy with 
the bill, mainly because its result was exactly op
posite of its intent.

The intent of the persons who helped draw up 
the bill was that it authorize the Metropolitan 
Utilities District to fluoridate Omaha’s water if 
Omahans voted for fluoride. Dentists generally 
agreed that if Omaha, the state’s largest city, ini
tiated a fluoridation program, then other Nebraska 
communities would follow suit.

Members of the MUD board who opposed 
fluoride, however, used the vague language of the 
bill as an excuse to prevent Omahans from voting 
on the issue. After a citizens committee on fluori
dation asked the MUD board to put fluoride on the 
ballot in 1966, the board issued a statement that 
said: “This board has been advised by its legal 
counsel that the law in question does not contain the 
necessary provisions to authorize or empower this 
board to call such an election nor to direct the 
Election Commissioner of Douglas County and the 
election officials of Sarpy County to conduct an 
election for this purpose.” A bill that would specif
ically authorize MUD to put fluoridation on the 
ballot w’as revived after being killed in committee 
early in Nebraska’s 1967 legislative session.

Elsewhere in Nebraska, voters gave fluoridation 
a beating. They had passed only four of 11 referen
dum votes on it by 1967.

To improve this record, a summit conference 
was held in Lincoln in 1963. Dr. Robert McPherson 
of Hastings, chairman of the Nebraska Dental As

sociation’s Committee on Fluoridation, and Dr. Jack 
Knodle of the University of Nebraska Dental Col
lege, met with dentists from across Nebraska and 
from Washington. Thomas Carroll of Lincoln, a 
public relations man, agreed to join the fight. The 
conference ended with a new determination that all 
of Nebraska’s community water would some day be 
fluoridated.

One of the programs that helped the fluorida
tion cause was a 1967 workshop on “ How to Win a 
Referendum on Fluoridation.” Over 150 persons at
tended. The Nebraska Fluoridation Council, com
posed of dentists and lay persons, emerged from the 
workshop.

Today the Nebraska Dental Association and 
other groups are campaigning to win fluoride elec
tions across Nebraska. These groups want more 
than 96 thousand of the state’s 1,500,000 people to 
be drinking fluoridated water. They also want to 
improve Nebraska’s position of forty-fourth among 
the fifty states in the percentage of people drinking 
fluoridated water.

One Nebraskan spent nearly a year promoting 
fluoride nationally. Dr. F. A. Pierson got the chance 
when the 416-member House of Delegates of the 
American Dental Association unanimously elected 
him the association’s one hundred and first presi
dent in 1963. He was so respected nationally that 
no one ran against him.

Dr. Pierson, who took office in 1964, is the only 
Nebraskan to have been the ADA’s top man. During 
his year-long term, he helped the American Dental 
Association carry out many projects that enhanced 
its national prestige. He was chairman of a com
mittee that guided the construction of the associa
tion’s new multi-storied office building in Chicago. 
He also developed the first national dental health 
program for children.

When Dr. Pierson became ADA president, he 
resigned as secretary of the Nebraska Dental Asso
ciation, a post he had held for 33 years. During 
those years he handled most of the Nebraska asso
ciation’s administrative chores.

Anticipating Dr. Pierson’s selection as ADA 
president, Drs. Earl Lampshire and Kenneth Hol
land of Lincoln suggested in 1959 that a committee 
study the possibility of creating an executive secre
tary position to fill the administrative void when 
Dr. Pierson resigned. The committee, of which Dr. 
Lampshire was chairman, recommended that the 
association set up a central business office with the 
executive secretary in charge.

The central office proposal was approved in 
1960 and Joe Hageman of Lincoln became the first



executive secretary. Since Mr. Hageman started, 
the office, located in the Federal Securities Building 
in Lincoln, has been enlarged and a full-time secre
tary hired to assist him. Mr. Hageman, whose title 
was later changed to administrative director, is at 
the call of the association’s trustees, officers and 
committee chairmen. His work is supervised by 
three dentists who serve on a Personnel Committee.

A year after the central business office was 
approved, the Nebraska Dental Association held its 
first large-scale workshop. The idea of a Nebraska 
workshop germinated when Dr. Mark Mufley, direc
tor of the State Division of Dental Health, attended 
a Missouri workshop with Joe Hageman and Dr. 
Herbert Seberg of Hastings, then chairman of the 
Nebraska Association’s Dental Health Committee. 
Dr. Lampshire, at the request of Dr. Seberg and 
Dr. William Murphy of Neligh, agreed to be chair
man of a committee to develop a workshop similar 
to that of Missouri.

The theme of the first workshop, which was 
held at the University of Nebraska Student Union, 
was “ More and Better Dentistry for the People of 
Nebraska.” After listening to several dental and 
lay dignitaries, the 54 dentists at the workshop 
were divided into five discussion groups to develop 
recommendations to deal with specific dental prob
lems. The group’s 38 recommendations were re
viewed in front of everyone at the workshop. Then 
they were sent to the Nebraska Dental Association’s 
Executive Council for consideration and possible 
direction to committees.

The workshops have been a valuable asset of 
Nebraska dentistry. Recommendations for many 
progressive programs have come out of them. In 
addition, they have helped develop dental leaders.

Workshops have been held in the Nebraska 
Center for Continuing Education in Lincoln since 
1962. Topics have been: “The Changing Pattern 
of Modern Dental Practice,” “ Nebraska Schools 
and Dental Health,” “Practice Management,” “Of
fice Overhead; Asset and Liability,” “Telling Your 
Story to the Public” and “ How to Win a Fluorida
tion Referendum.”

Attending these workshops has been one way 
for dentists to keep from being buried by the ava
lanche of new developments in the profession. These 
developments, which increased tremendously in the 
late 1950’s and the 1960’s, have prompted many 
changes in the way Nebraskans practice dentistry. 
Among the changes, as outlined by Dr. Lyle Furst 
of York, 1967 president of the Nebraska Dental 
Association:

In Offices and Materials—Modern offices are

bright and well aired as contrasted to some of the 
dark, damp older structures. Carpeting, drapes and 
book and magazine racks have replaced moose heads 
as common fixtures in reception rooms. Office 
colors are in soft pastels—to relax the patient—in
stead of glaring whites or dull greys. Plastics are 
being used for restorative work, denture bases, 
medicine bottles, film holders, drapes for patients, 
etc. Many materials are disposable: Needles, 
syringes, paper bracket covers, napkins to drape 
the patient, headrest covers, drinking cups and so 
on.

In Conducting Practice— Availability of park
ing is the dentist’s most important consideration in 
planning the location of his office. “Very few den
tists work without at least one assistant and many 
have two or three assistants, a business manager, 
a hygienist and a laboratory technician.” Group 
practice has developed in larger communities. Be
cause of a trend of younger dentists moving from 
smaller communities, many of these communities 
are building and partially equipping offices to at
tract dentists. General practitioners are referring 
more patients to specialists in orthodontics, oral 
surgery, pedodontics, endodontics, periodontics and 
other areas.

In Dealing With Patients—Analgesic and tran- 
q-uilizing drugs help to relax the patient. Fluoride 
is being applied directly to the teeth to prevent 
decay. Dentists keep complete records of every
thing diagnosed, treated and planned for each pa
tient. Recall systems are used to notify the patient 
every six months for prophylaxis, X-rays and a 
thorough examination. Post-payment plans make it 
easier to pay dental bills. Many bills are paid by 
dental insurance.

To commemorate some of the changes that 
Dr. Furst outlined—and dozens of others—the Ne
braska Dental Association has taken on the largest 
single project in its history this year. The project, 
a Centennial observance of Nebraska dentistry, has 
been spearheaded by Dr. Earl Lampshire, chairman 
of the association’s Centennial Committee. Among 
the programs Dr. Lampshire is supervising are the 
Centennial history in this publication, a dentistry 
exhibit in a Centennial Health Fair, a dentistry 
exhibit in the Hall of Health Exhibit at the State 
Fair in Lincoln and Centennial ceremonies at the 
Nebraska Dental Association’s annual convention 
in Lincoln.

Drs. Gordon Pejsar and Bernard Moran of 
Lincoln have been co-chairmen of the committee 
that sponsored the biggest program with which the 
dental association has been connected—the Cen-
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tennial Health Fair. Purpose of the fair, which will 
be held in Lincoln’s Pershing Auditorium April 29 
to May 5, is to acquaint the public with past, present 
and future health services and to stimulate student 
interest in health careers.

Besides dentistry, the fair will include repre
sentatives of medicine, nursing, pharmacy, veteri
nary medicine and governmental health agencies. A 
sanctioned part of Nebraska’s State Centennial cele
bration, the fair is expected to draw 100 thousand 
persons, many of them school children from across 
Nebraska. The Nebraska Dental Association is pay

3 Specialty Groups
Oral Surgery— Nebraska’s first oral surgeon, Dr. William  

Shearer, came to Omaha in 1913. He was one of the first den
tists in the United States to perform alveoectomy and was 
known for his use of the Brophy Technique to close cleft palates. 
Dr. Shearer taught at the University of Nebraska Medical Col
lege and the Creighton University Dental College. Drs. Charles 
Wonder, Bruno Harms and Harry Boyne— all of whom became 
associated with Creighton— arrived in Om,aha between 1915 and 
1920 to practice oral surgery. Drs. Fred Webster and Ferdinand 
Griess were oral surgeons on the University of Nebraska faculty. 
Nebraska and Creighton both have separate departments of oral 
surgery today. Extensive developments in oral surgery have 
included the use of surgical chisels and mallets, instead of brute 
force, to remove bone and divide teeth; the use of elevators or 
exolevers to aid in the removal of teeth and roots, introduction 
of high speed drills and introduction of “ immediate dentures," 
made prior to extraction of a patient’s teeth, to fit on alveolar 
ridges after an alveoectomy.

Orthodontia— Instruction at the University of Nebraska 
dates back to 1901. Dr. Oliver .Johnson, Professor of Mentallurgy, 
Dental Chemistry, Crown and Bridge Work and Orthodontia, 
noted in the catalogue for that year: "Special attention is given 
to preventive measures in the care of deciduous teeth and correc
tive treatment during the eruption of the permanent teeth." Dr. 
Coral Brown was professor of orthodontics from 1915 to 1939. 
Assisting him were Drs. Arlo Dunn, 1922-25; A. H. Schmit, 1925
32; John Brauer, 1932-37, and Ralph Ireland, 1937-40. Among 
other early Nebraska orthodontists were Drs. W illiam  Stoft, 
Blaine Truesdel of Omaha, Paul Ludwick of Lincoln, Howard 
Yost of Grand Island, Tom Gardner of Omaha and Merlin Spain

ing over $6,000 to put its exhibit in the fair.
By taking part in the Centennial Health Fair 

and other programs, the dental association is com
memorating one hundred years of progress in Ne
braska dentistry. The profession has come a long 
way since the Rev. William Leach became Ne
braska’s first part-time dentist in 1855. In 1967, 
their organization’s Centennial year, the 768 mem
bers of the Nebraska Dental Association are deter
mined that the next one hundred years will be a 
century of progress, too. A century of progress 
toward dental health.

And 1 Technique
of Omaha. In 1940 Dr. Ireland became head of the University of 
Nebraska's newly created Department of Children's Dentistry, 
which included orthodontia. Drs. Paul Ludwick and Kenneth 
Holland have been chairmen of the department since then. 
Juniors and seniors at Nebraska spent 13 per cent of their 
clinic hours in orthodontia in 1954-55. Courses have included 
more preventive orthodontia in the last few years. Chairman of 
Nebraska’s Graduate Department of Orthodontia today is Dr. 
Sam Weinstein.

Periodontics— Papers on oral hygiene and care of gum tis
sues were presented at the annual meeting of the Nebraska Den
tal Society as early at 1907. “It was recognized that a favor
able response to treatment could not be obtained in the face of 
calculus and filth being present on and about the teeth," Dr. 
Richard Bradley of Lincoln explained. Rapid advance in restora
tive dentistry apparently diverted attention from periodontics 
for many years. Dr. Lawrence Donohoe of Omaha, the only Ne
braska periodontist for a long time, has taught at the Creighton 
University Dental College. Dr. Bradley now teaches periodontics 
at the University of Nebraska Dental College, which offers an 
advanced degree in the field. Both Creighton and Nebraska 
have given more curriculum time to periodontics in the last few 
years. Nebraska periodontists besides Drs. Donohoe and Bradley 
include Drs. Harold Kerski of Omaha and Vernon Fry of Lincoln.

Denture Implant Technique— It was developed in the 1940’s 
Drs. Victor Beck of Hastings and E. R. Hinrichs of Lincoln 
started using the technique in 1950. Dr. A. B. DeCastro of Hay 
Springs joined them in 1954. Although it has shown continued 
progress, the technique is not being widely used in Nebraska
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In Pursuit of Knowledge

University of
Kiyoshi Kumamoto was happy.
“Today will be one of the best days of my life,” 

he thought as he yawned and sat up in bed.
Scrubbing his face, he told himself that the 

hard work he had put into his dental studies was 
worth it.

Kiyoshi dressed, ate a leisurely breakfast, then 
headed toward the office of the dean of the dental 
college.

At the college he walked into the dean’s office 
and came out five minutes later with a degree in 
his hand.

He had just graduated from the Lincoln Dental 
College.

There had been no graduation ceremony. No 
cap or gown. Just a handshake from Dean Clyde 
Davis.

The reason? Kiyoshi was the college’s only 
graduate that year.

The time: April 17, 1901. The significance: 
Dr. Kumamoto was the first graduate of the Lin
coln Dental College, the forerunner of the Univer
sity of Nebraska College of Dentistry.

Dr. Kumamoto and six other dental students 
began attending classes on September 17, 1899, the 
day the Lincoln Dental College first opened its doors. 
When Dr. Kumamoto graduated two years later 
with a Doctor of Dental Medicine Degree (DDM), 
he was one of 24 students at the college.

All of the students in the school year 1900-1901 
were Nebraskans except Dr. Kumamoto, whose home

A spendid day! Filled teeth to the amount of six 
dollars, played croquet some. Did not go to the picnic.

----THE DIARY OF DR. D. A. VANCE OF KEARNEY.

SEPTEMBER, 1869.

The average income of Nebraska dentists in 1965 was 
$17,250 a year.

— SURVEY OF DENTAL PRACTICE, AMERICAN 
DENTAL ASSOCIATION.

was Japan. Besides a senior class, composed of 
Dr. Kumamoto, there was a junior class and a 
freshman class. The juniors were James O. Bentz, 
Elizabeth C. Field, Larsh S. Gilman, William H. 
Linn, William H. Look, George W. Masters, Earl R. 
Truell, Lloyd B. Waggoner and William A. Wood
ward. The freshmen included Wilber E. Andreson, 
Fred M. Blair, Neil H. Brigham, John R. Davis, John 
A. Godell, Harry E. Hall, Herbert G. Harris, John S. 
Heath, Fred B. Hensel, William B. Lichty, Harry E. 
Marselus, Harvey J. McBeth, Fred M. Smith, Claud 
G. Stubbs, Elmer A. Thomas and Robert J. Walker.

Dr. Kumamoto’s alma mater was a business 
enterprise for nearly 25 years. “ An attempt was 
first made to get an appropriation from the State 
to establish a dental department in the Nebraska 
State University, but it failed,” the first dean, Dr. 
Clyde Davis, wrote in the “ History of Dental Sur
gery” in 1909. “ It was then decided to establish an 
independent school upon funds gained by the organi
zation of a stock company and utimately associate 
it with the University of Nebraska . . .” Dr. Davis 
was the company’s major stockholder.

In its early years the Lincoln Dental College, 
located in the old Nebraska State Bank Building at 
121 South Fourteenth Street, was associated with 
Cotner University. “ This was done to suit the con
venience of the college in securing teachers and 
faculties in the medical branches . . . ,” Dr. Davis 
explained. Cotner at that time also directed the 
Lincoln Medical College.

Nebraska Dental College
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The first home of the Lincoln Dental College . . . was the old Nebraska State Bank Building.



The Lincoln Dental College moved to the Farmers and Merchants Insurance Building (top) in 
From there it went to the Oliver Theater Building.
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The University of Nebraska’s oldest bulletin for 
the Lincoln Dental College, 1901-02, lists 12 faculty 
members. Dean Davis taught general and dental 
pathology and oral surgery. Other instructors were 
Drs. Clifford R. Teft, Professor of Principles and 
Practice of Dentistry and Hygiene; P. R. James, 
Professor of Operative Dentistry and Technic and 
Dental Anatomy; H. A. Shannon, Professor of Pros
thetic Dentistry and Technic; J. R. Shannon, Pro
fessor of Dental Materia Medica and Therapeutics; 
Oliver Johnson, Professor of Metallurgy, Dental 
Chemistry, Crown and Bridge Work and Ortho
dontia ; J. M. McLeod, Professor of Special Histology 
and Bacteriology; G. W. Schwartz, Professor of 
Porcelain A rt; H. H. Jones, Professor of General 
Chemistry, Histology and Bacteriology; R. M. Mor
rill, Professor of General Materia Medica and Thera
peutics ; E. Arthur Carr, Professor and Demonstra
tor of Anatomy and Anesthetics, and E. J. Latta, 
Professor of Physiology.

Students and faculty members of the Lincoln 
Dental College began using the facilities of the Uni
versity of Nebraska in 1903. This followed the 
signing of a “ joint contract, whereby the University 
of Nebraska assumed the responsibility of the in
struction in all collateral branches and a censorship 
over the strictly dental subjects to be taught by and 
at the expense of the stock company . . . ,” Dr. 
Davis wrote. His hope of an association with the 
University of Nebraska had been realized.

“The basic technical and clinical instruction was 
first managed in the upper stories of a building 
located at Fifteenth and O Streets, known as the 
Farmers and Merchants Insurance Building,” the 
dental historian Dr. Floyd Paynter of Omaha wrote. 
The college had moved there in 1902. Dr. Davis 
wanted the clinic “ located on the business streets 
of the city to facilitate securing clinical material, 
which is more than ample.”

Instruction in non-dental subjects was given 
in University of Nebraska buildings.

The Lincoln Dental College intensified its en
trance requirements a few years after it became 
associated with the university. The only pre
requisites at first were a satisfactory moral char
acter and a year of high school or its equivalent. 
“ By 1906 the high »school requirements had been 
increased to graduation or four years,” Dr. Paynter 
reported.

The requirements were strengthened to con
form with recommendations of the National Associa
tion of Dental Faculties. “The college was admitted 
to membership in the National Association of Dental 
Faculties June 10, 1904, retaining same until Janu

ary 25, 1920, when the college was admitted to 
membership in the Dental Faculties Association of 
American Universities,” Dr. Davis recalled. “At 
all times entrance requirements have been in har
mony with the rules and enactments of the national 
dental educational bodies when these rules were not 
below the usage of the university.”

The college experimented with a four-year den
tal course the same year it became associated with 
the University of Nebraska, 1903. Apparently the 
experiment failed. “ Sometime between 1904 and 
1908 the dental curriculum returned to a three-year 
course of study with the degree Doctor of Dental 
Surgery (DDS) conferred on successful candidates,” 
Dr. Robert Stemm of the University of Nebraska 
wrote.

Although dental students didn’t have to face a 
four-year course again until 1917, the year it be
came a permanent part of the Lincoln Dental Col
lege’s curriculum, they did have to face a state 
licensing examination. A law enacted in 1903 re
quired dental college graduates to pass the examina
tion before they could practice in Nebraska. Ad
ministered by the State Board of Dental Examiners, 
the examination was divided into a written test and 
a test of manual skills.

Before the 1903 law, a diploma was synonymous 
with a license to practice. “ A diploma from the 
Lincoln Dental College admits to practice in Nebras
ka without examination,” the college bulletin of 
1901-02 declared.

Ten years after the examination law was 
passed, the Lincoln Dental College moved into the 
Oliver Theater Building at Thirteenth and P Streets. 
Built in 1891, the predecessor of today’s Varsity 
Theater Building was only two blocks from the Uni
versity of Nebraska campus.

The college was proud of its new facilities. A 
bulletin of 1914-15 noted that the infirmary was 
one of the largest and most modern in the United 
States. It had a street frontage of 153 feet, which 
faced east and north for abundant window light. 
Total infirmary floor space was 3,150 square feet.

“ Here (in the infirmary) are the latest dental 
operating chairs, each with glass fountain spittoon, 
compressed air, gas and electricity for light, gold 
annealer and electric dental engine,” the bulletin 
said. “ A regular general surgery hospital hot water 
sterilizer has been installed in the infirmary and all 
instruments are sterilized following each operation. 
Each student has a white enameled iron surgical 
operating table.”

The prosthetic laboratory had 82 feet of street 
frontage and nearly 1,600 square feet of floor space.
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It was outfitted with gas, compressed air and elec
tricity for lathes.

“ Each student will find for his use an individual 
workbench of white maple, natural finish on iron 
legs,” the bulletin continued. “The technic section 
will accommodate 112 students, each with private 
locker under his table large enough to hold all instru
ments used in the laboratory. In addition to the 
above accommodations, junior students will have 
space in the same room for their (portable) cabinet 
for operating instruments and engine.”

The bulletin’s praise of the college’s facilities 
w’as more than idle boasting. “We are just in re
ceipt of the amended and revised report of the 
tabulating committee of the National Association of 
Dental Examiners, which now places Creighton Den
tal College in second place, Lincoln still remaining 
in first place, among all schools in the United 
States,” the Lincoln Dental College’s quarterly news
paper, the Dental News, reported in 1916. “This 
now places Nebraska at the head of the list of all 
states as to the standard of its dental schools.”

The secret of success at both Nebraska schools, 
the Dental News said, was that classes were small 
and instructors could thus give more attention to 
each student.

By 1925 dental space in the Oliver Building, 
which had been renamed the Liberty Theater Build
ing, covered 9,006 square feet. The infirmary, with 
a floor area of 3,374 square feet, had four accessory 
rooms. Forty-four chairs were being used, including 
four for prosthodontia and one each for diagnosis, 
examination and oral surgery.

One of the steps that prompted this expansion 
came in 1918. That year the Board of Regents 
voted to make the Lincoln Dental College the Uni
versity of Nebraska School of Dentistry.

Between 1901 and 1918 the Lincoln Dental 
College produced 228 graduates, an average of 13 
a year. This was not enough for Nebraska’s needs. 
The year 1918 was a good time for the Lincoln 
Dental College to bow out.

The Nebraska Legislature dramatically empha
sized the importance of the University of Nebraska’s 
new department in 1919 by passing a law that ele
vated the School of Dentistry to the rank of College 
of Dentistry. With that law, the modern University 
of Nebraska College of Dentistry was born.

The new college offered three courses: a four- 
year course leading to the degree of Doctor of 
Dental Surgery, a six-year course leading to the 
degrees of Bachelor of Science and Doctor of Dental 
Surgery and a seven-year course leading to the 
degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Doctor of Dental

Surgery. In 1921 the college established a pre-dental 
requirement. That one-year prerequisite was 
changed to two in 1937.

The University of Nebraska College of Dentis
try was only four years old when it got a new dean. 
In 1923 Dr. George Albert Grubb replaced Dr. Clyde 
Davis, who had taken a job with a dental manufac
turing company. Dr. Grubb was to serve as dean 
for 16 years.

Dr. Grubb and other faculty members must 
have been disturbed about the critical evaluation the 
University of Nebraska College of Dentistry re
ceived in a national “ Bulletin on Dental Education” 
in 1926.

One of the facilities criticized was the clinic 
that had been so highly praised in the Lincoln Dental 
College’s bulletin of 1914-15. “There is a striking 
contrast between the excellent facilities for instruc
tion in the academic and medico-dental subjects on 
the university campus,” the dental education bul
letin said, “ and the poorly adapted quarters for 
clinical dentistry in a rented building—a reversal 
of the common tendency in dental schools to give 
the clinical aspects of the instruction preference 
over all others.”

The bulletin said the dental college’s other 
faults included no practical experience for students 
in the school’s relationship with the State Ortho
pedic Hospital and St. Elizabeth’s Hospital; no 
scholarships, fellowships or financial assistance for 
students; no money for research; few full-time in
structors ; low faculty salaries ; no graduate courses; 
no extension courses, no courses for dental hy
gienists and no advanced courses for dental practi
tioners.

In its conclusion the “ Bulletin on Dental Educa
tion” stressed the need for integration of the Uni
versity of Nebraska’s dental and medical colleges. 
“The geographical separation of the medical school 
from the university, which seems to have been de
termined by political rather than educational con
siderations, has kept alive the question of whether 
the dental school should be continued in Lincoln or 
associated with the medical school in Omaha,” the 
bulletin said. “That the dental school cannot attain 
its greatest usefulness in the future completely 
separated from the medical school, without waste of 
public funds, seems to be obvious.”

The College of Dentistry alleviated one of the 
problems mentioned in the Bulletin on Dental Educa
tion in 1928. That year the clinic and dental labora
tories were moved to the third floor of Andrews 
Hall, then the newest building on campus. “ Simul
taneously with this move, the old clinical equip-
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Nebraska’s Dental College has been in Andrews Hall . . . since the building was built in 1928.

ment was sold and new equipment purchased and 
installed,” Dr. Floyd Paynter of Omaha wrote. The 
college, still in Andrews Hall, will be moved when 
the construction of a new dentistry building is com
pleted this year.

The effect of the Depression showed up in a 
fluctuation of enrollment numbers after the move 
to Andrews Hall. The dental college hit a peak of 
139 students in the 1920-21 school year, but this 
number dropped to 82 in the 1924-25 school year. 
In the 1930’s enrollment really dipped. Only seven 
students entered the freshman class in 1937, the

lowest number since the Lincoln Dental College was 
opened in 1899.

Traditionally, over ninety per cent of the stu
dents at the dental college were Nebraskans. The 
1924-25 roster showed 74 students from Nebraska, 
two each from Kansas and New York and one each 
from Iowa, New Mexico, Hawaii and England. It 
must be assumed, then, that the majority of the 
students who curtailed their education at the Uni
versity of Nebraska College of Dentistry in the 
1930’s were Nebraskans.

Enrollment was climbing again in 1940, the
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year Dr. Bert Hooper became the college’s third 
dean. “ Under his leadership and skillful guidance 
the college developed to be recognized as one of the 
best dental schools in the nation,” Dr. Robert Stemm 
wrote.

Dr. Hooper’s initiation as dean was a stringent 
one because of World War II. Many of his teachers 
left to serve in the armed forces.

The Dentist's Pledge
By Dr. Bert Hooper

Lincoln

This pledge is read during graduation ceremonies at several 
dental colleges in the United States today.

I. realizing the privileges and opportunities that have 
been given to me in m\ study oj the arts of dentistry and 
appreciating the significance of the dental degree which 
has been conferred upon me, do hereby willingly pledge:

That l uill diligently uphold the dignity, honor and 
objectives of the dental profession and, to the best of my 
ability, will contribute to its prestige, proficiency and 
progress;

That /  solemnly accept my responsibility to the patient, 
to give him the best oj my knowledge and skill, and to 
maintain an impeccable relationship with him that will 
warrant his trust and confidence:

That I will faithfully observe the Principles oj Ethics 
set forth by the profession:

That /  will lend my influence and support to dental 
education. to organized dentistry and to all segments of 
the profession which contribute to the fulfillment of its 
purpose.

To make up for their loss and the loss of other 
dentists who went into the service, Dr. Hooper 
implemented an accelerated program to help meet 
America’s dental needs. “ The academic year was 
extended from nine to 12 months and the curriculum 
was revised so that a dental education, which had 
previously required four years of time to obtain, 
could now be completed in three years,” Dr. Stemm 
reported.

Another program Dr. Hooper created was a 
three-week dental internship program. “My father 
(Dr. Fred Webster) and Dr. Hooper watched 
graduate after graduate go into the armed forces, 
then heard how they worked side by side with phy

sicians overseas without being inside a hospital or 
operating room,” Dr. Wallace Webster recalled. The 
internship program is still in effect today, in co
operation with St. Elizabeth, Bryan and Lincoln 
General Hospitals.

Two other programs that prepared dental stu
dents for armed forces duty were the Army Special
ized Training Program and the Navy Student Pro
gram. The University of Nebraska’s newly built 
Love Memorial Library served as a barracks for the 
army students, who wore uniforms, drilled and at
tended military theory classes as well as their dental 
classes. The navy students were in uniform, too, 
but could live where they wished. Both the army 
and navy programs were discontinued after a year 
and a half. Students who participated in these pro
grams joined the service after they graduated.

A year after the war ended, the reputation of 
the University of Nebraska was enhanced when the 
College of Dentistry was approved by the Council 
on Dental Education of the American Dental Asso
ciation.

The same year, 1946, the dental college adopted 
an aptitude test for prospective students. An ava
lanche of applications from returning veterans made 
the test a necessity.

Dr. Hooper helped some of the veterans with a 
new financial plan in 1947. In the past, students 
spent most of their money for dental education dur
ing their freshman and sophomore years. Those 
were the years they bought most of their books, 
instruments and other equipment. “Dean Hooper, 
with the sanction of the Board of Regents, intro
duced a rather unique payment which spread the 
financial burden into equal payments for each 
semester,” Dr. Robert Stemm recalled. “ The timing 
of such a plan was particularly opportune because 
it more nearly conformed to the amount allowed for 
tuition under the G.I. Bill of Rights.”

Besides the new payment plan, another ad
vantage the veterans and other students enjoyed 
during the late 1940’s was the college’s first grad
uate course. Dr. Ralph Ireland, then chairman of 
the Department of Pedodontics, established the 
pedodontics course in 1948. The instruction was 
“ designed to meet the needs of the dentist who de
sires to devote his entire time to the practice of 
pedodontics, or who wishes to broaden his knowledge 
as a foundation for teaching or research,” the col
lege bulletin for 1948-49 said.

Graduate courses added later were orthodontics, 
1954, and periodontics, 1961. This year the college 
has six graduate students in pedodontics, six in 
orthodontics and five in periodontics.
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In the 1950’s faculty members such as Dr. 
Ireland recognized that the University of Nebraska 
College of Dentistry would have to accelerate its 
development to keep up with the nation’s other 
dental colleges. When he became dean in 1959, Dr. 
Ireland outlined a seven-point plan to help accom
plish this acceleration. “During his tenure Dean 
Ireland has seen much of that program come to 
fruition,” Dr. Robert Stemm wrote.

One of the programs that Dr. Ireland initiated 
gave students a chance to work with dental as
sistants. Financed by the United States Public 
Health Service, a four-year grant provided eight 
assistants for the clinic and laboratories. The col
lege received new dental equipment as well as 
assistants under the grant.

A grant by the W. K. Kellogg Foundation in 
1963 provided the college with money to establish 
courses for dental hygienists. The only dental 
hygienists school in Nebraska, the University of 
Nebraska College of Dentistry offers a Bachelor 
of Science in Dental Hygiene or a two-year certifi
cate. The first class of hygienists, consisting of 10 
persons, graduated in 1966.

Besides establishing the assistants and hy
gienists programs, Dr. Ireland obtained support from 
the National Institute of Health and the United 
States Public Health Service to expand the dental 
college’s research efforts.

Dr. Ireland’s major accomplishment as dean will 
be realized this year. Within a few months the new

$4,400,000 University of Nebraska College of Den
tistry Building will open its doors. Right now it is in 
the final stage of construction.

The building, financed by $2,545,000 in Federal 
and $1,744,000 in state funds, is being built on the 
university’s East Campus. It will have two floors 
and 100,000 square feet of space, compared to the 
25,000 square feet at Andrews Hall.

Dr. Ireland said the new building will enable 
the dental college to increase the number of fresh
men from 35 to 56; boost the number of students 
in hygienist courses from 10 to 20, bring instruction 
up to date and keep it there and expand research 
efforts.

“Very important,” Dr. Ireland said, “ is the fact 
that the quality of our instruction can be vastly 
improved. Our students will be able to make use of 
auxiliary personnel—assistants and hygienists—just 
as they will be doing when they enter practice.”

Looking at the sparkling facilities of this new 
building, the 66 faculty members of the University 
of Nebraska College of Dentistry will be able to see 
the college’s growth in glass, concrete and steel. The 
building will be a lot different than the old Nebraska 
State Bank Building that Dr. Clyde Davis used for 
the Lincoln Dental College’s first classes in 1899. 
But the college’s purpose will be the same as Dr. 
Davis’s college: to produce the best dentists it can. 
By adhering to this purpose, the University of Ne
braska College of Dentistry will help Nebraska begin 
another century of progress next year. A century 
of progress toward dental health.

Creighton University Dental College
Nebraska’s oldest dental institution, the Omaha 

Dental College, was short lived. The forerunner of 
the Creighton University School of Dentistry closed 
in the summer of 1906, only 11 years after it was 
founded.

Opened in 1895, the college was really a dental 
department of the University of Omaha. The dean, 
Dr. J. C. Whinnery, presided over nine faculty 
members in the department’s building at Twelfth 
and Pacific Streets.

The Omaha Dental College produced three 
graduating classes before the Lincoln Dental Col
lege opened its doors in 1899. The first class, which 
graduated in 1896, consisted of three persons. The

college gave degrees to 59 persons before classes 
were suspended.

The faculty and trustees voted to close the 
Omaha Dental College. They said the school had 
served its purpose by stimulating interest in den
tistry. A more immediate reason for the school’s 
closing probably was its poor financial shape. It 
“ had not been making expenses for some time,” 
Dr. Charles Woodbury of Council Bluffs recalled.

The year-old Creighton University Dental Col
lege bought the stock and equipment of the Omaha 
Dental College. Holding its first class on October 2, 
1905, Creighton had “ all modern equipment, includ
ing facilities for instruction in dental surgery un-



When Creighton’s dental school was founded . . . classes were held in the Creighton Institute.

surpassed by any college in the West,” a 1905-06 
college bulletin said.

Classes were held in the newly constructed 
Creighton Institute opposite Omaha’s City Hall at 
2100 South Eighteenth Street. The dental college 
used all three floors of the building, which also 
housed Creighton’s law school.

The Creighton University School of Dentistry 
showed unusual foresight in two courses it offered 
its first year. One was Nebraska’s first dental 
assistants course. “The course will extend through 
one college year of 30 weeks,” a 1905-06 bulletin 
said, “and will be both didactic and practical,

thorough instruction being given in operative and 
prosthetic technics, therapeutics, pathology and 
dental anatomy.” Applicants had to have a junior 
high school education and letters of recommenda
tion covering their ability and moral character. 
Course fees totaled 55 dollars, including five dollars 
for a graduation certificate.

Creighton’s other unique course in 1905-06 was 
a post-graduate course. The college bulletin said in
struction was planned “ for the convenience and 
benefit of the practicing dentist.” Practitioners 
could study in any branch of dentistry they wanted. 
Creighton graduates had to pay a 15-dollar fee and
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graduates of other dental colleges a 25-dollar fee 
to take the course.

Both the assistants course and the post
graduate course were about 50 years ahead of their 
time. They were dropped because of lack of stu
dents. Post-graduate instruction at Creighton was 
revived in 1964 under a Program of Continuing 
Education in Dentistry. Although Creighton never 
revived its assistants instruction, near-by Omaha 
Technical High School became one of three Ne
braska schools for dental assistants. The others 
are the Lincoln Community College and the Central 
Nebraska Technical School at Hastings.

The man who implemented the assistants and 
post-graduate courses was Dr. C. O. Metzler, the 
first dean of Creighton’s dental college. His faculty 
included Drs. Felix Despecher, Charles Crowley, J. S. 
Foote and William S. Ross.

Creighton Deans
Dr. C. O. Metzler__________________1905— 1906
Rev. M. J. Ryan___________________ 1906— 1907
Rev. W . F. Whelan________________ 1907— 1908
Dr. A. H. Hippie___________________ 1908— 1933
Dr. F. J. Viner____________________ 1933— 1945
Dr. H. E. King____________________ 1945— 1950
Dr. J. H. Pence____________________ 1950— 1954
Dr. B. J. Lynch____________________ 1954— 1955
Dr. R. H. Schemel________________ 1955— 1957
Dr. B. J. Lynch___________________1957— 1961
Dr. G. W . Quinn___________________1961— 1962
Dr. J. J. Butkus___________________1961— 1962
Dr. R. W . Shaddy__________________1962—

Dr. Metzler was one of three deans in the 
college’s first three years. The Rev. M. J. Ryan, S.J., 
succeeded him. Another Jesuit, Father William F. 
Whelan, took over after Father Ryan left. At that 
time Father Whelan was regent of the medical 
school.

The years under these first three deans were 
said to have been confusing. “The students were 
not behaving and to a great extent they were edu
cating themselves and there was no discipline . . . ,” 
Dr. Charles Woodbury of Council Bluffs wrote. 
Part of the confusion stemmed from an increase in 
students. The college had one graduate in 1906, 26 
in 1907 and 45 in 1908. Confusion ended when an 
excellent administrator, Dr. A. Hugh Hippie, became 
dean in 1908.

Under Dr. Hippie, the dental college had strong 
ties with other colleges at Creighton. “The faculty 
of law provides for instruction in dental jurispru
dence,” Father Whelan wrote in the “ History of 
Dental Surgery” in 1909. “ The professors of Creigh
ton Medical College have charge of the departments 
of histology, pathology, physiology, bacteriology, 
chemistry, metallurgy, oral surgery, materia medica, 
therapeutics, physical diagnosis, general anesthesia, 
anatomy and dissection. The faculty of philosophy 
treats moral principles and dental practice and deals 
with the ethical aspects of the dental profession.”

The dental college itself had 13 departments. 
They were prosthetics, dental porcelain, crown and 
bridge, operative dentistry, surgery, dental medicine, 
dental anatomy, orthodontia, chemistry and dental 
metallurgy, pathology, pharmacy, materia medica 
and anatomy.

Students who attended classes in these 13 de
partments had to supply their own instruments and 
books. Instruments, which included a dental engine, 
cost about $150. Books were about 50 dollars. “The 
money paid for books and instruments is a perma
nent investment for a lifetime,” a college bulletin 
said. “ It is poor economy to save on books and in
struments, because no one can practice dentistry 
without them.”

Creighton’s dental students at first graduated 
in three years. “This college favors the four-year 
course and believes it best for dental education,” a 
1905-06 bulletin said, “ but will comply with the rules 
of the National Association of Dental Faculties and 
require the three-year course until further notice.” 
A four-year course was adopted in 1917 at the 
recommendation of the Dental Education Council 
of America.

Four years after the Creighton University 
School of Dentistry adopted a four-year program, 
it moved into its own building. Dean Hippie and 
other faculty members visited dental colleges across 
the United States to get ideas for the outfitting of 
the building that the college occupies to this day. 
“ When it became necessary to undertake the con
struction, members of the faculty were asked to pro
pose their plans and suggestions.” Creighton’s stu
dent newspaper, the Courier, wrote in January of 
1922, “and the design of each department was made 
with the assistance or according to the direction of 
the professors most directly involved.”

Completed late in 1921, the three-story building 
had 33,600 square feet of space. On the top story was 
the clinic, which measured 60 feet by 143 feet. “ Here 
is the largest hall of the college,” the Courier 
reported. “ It extends the length of the building



The Creighton University School of Dentistry moved into its own building in 1921 . . .  It has been 
there since.

from east to west and is filled with (53) dental 
chairs.” A skylight that constituted a large part of 
the ceiling and individual lamps for each dental 
chair provided illumination.

Anesthetic and oral surgery rooms were on the 
second floor. They were “ finished in white, with 
tile floor and wainscoting, and two alcoves with sofas 
for patients to rest after operation,” the Courier 
said. “The X-ray room adjoining has a movable 
Kelly-Koett apparatus, the gift of Drs. Sattler and 
Stoft, on which devices for measuring angles, eleva
tion and electric power facilitate the hitherto almost 
impossible task of duplicating shadow photographs 
of teeth, and serve for stereoptic work.”

Also on the second floor was the technic labora

tory. It had 83 benches, each with an electric light, 
and double sets of drawers and instruments so that 
two students could use the same bench at different 
times. A showcase displayed the students’ work. 
Near the showcase was a vulcanizing and casting 
room and a professor’s room with a private labora
tory bench.

Lecture rooms and the dean’s office were on the 
first floor. Also on the first floor was a room for 
Dr. J. S. Foote’s research. “ Here the eminent his
tologist may be seen with knife and file and micro
scope, working with specimens of rattlesnake and 
rabbit heads and beaks of birds,” the Courier re
ported. “ His subject i^'the histo-pathology of the 
hard tissues of the mouth, with special attention to
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the bone.” Dr. Foote’s work was financed by a grant 
from the National Dental Association. It was one 
of Nebraska’s earliest dental research grants.

By 1925 the facilities of the Creighton Univer
sity School of Dentistry included 95 dental chairs. 
Five chairs were reserved for prosthodontics, four 
for extraction, three for examination and one for 
roentgenography.

Dentists who put out a national “ Bulletin on 
Dental Education” praised Creighton’s facilities. 
The bulletin, published in 1926, was kinder to 
Creighton than it was to the University of Nebraska 
College of Dentistry. The Nebraska Dental College 
was criticized for having better facilities for non
dental instruction than for dental instruction. At 
that time its clinic was in an old rented building. 
Three years later the clinic was moved to the newest 
building on campus.

The “ Bulletin on Dental Education” also praised 
Creighton’s connection with St. Joseph’s Hospital. 
“ Late in 1924-25 an operating room at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital was reserved for dental work and oral sur
gery, a dental intern was appointed and a sub
department of oral surgery was organized under the 
supervision of the dean of the dental school, with 
an oral surgeon as an attending dentist and the in
tern in regular attendance,” the bulletin said. “The 
development of this service may . . . occasion de
sirable improvement in the clinical instruction of 
dental students.”

The bulletin noted that Creighton had scholar
ship and research programs, but that more could 
be done in those areas. Scholarships, fellowships or 
other assistance for dental students totaled $1,750 
in 1924-25. Research included Dr. Foote’s histology 
study and work on cavity preparation and gold foil 
restorations.

Creighton didn’t escape criticism in the “ Bul
letin on Dental Education.” The survey pointed out 
that the college had no course for dental mechanics, 
assistants or technicians; no course for dental hy
gienists ; no graduate courses; no advanced course 
for dental practitioners, no dental extension teach
ing and no money of its own for research.

“For a school that conducts practically all of 
the instruction without assistance from other 
schools, the number of whole-time teachers is small 
and the salaries are inadequate,” the bulletin con
tinued. “ In 1924-25, for example, 19 teachers of 
academic or medico-dental subjects, five bearing a 
whole-time relationship, received salaries amounting 
to a total of but $8,666; 20 teachers of dental sub
jects, five doing whole-time service, received only 
$24,976.”

The bulletin said a lack of intimacy with the 
medical school was another factor that made the 
dental college less efficient.

By 1926 the Creighton University School of 
Dentistry was established firmly enough that it 
could tackle the problems mentioned in the “ Bulletin 
on Dental Education.” In its 20 years it had had 
505 graduates, an average of 25 a year. During the 
school year 1922-23, enrollment hit a peak of 213. 
Over two thirds of the students came from outside 
Nebraska, mostly from Iowa.

Creighton’s development slowed during the hard 
times of the 1930’s, as did the University of Ne
braska’s. But one Creighton professor helped the 
school gain nationwide attention.

Dr. Lawrence Donahoe was one of the first 
dentists in the United States to solve a murder case. 
He charted teeth from a body unearthed about five 
miles west of Sidney on August 4, 1935. His charts 
were sent to an Arizona dentist who had charts on 
the man believed to have been murdered, John 
Frahm. When the two sets of charts matched, Fred 
Frahm, the victim’s brother, was convicted of mur
der and sentenced to ten years in the penitentiary.

Ten years after the Frahm murder case, the 
Creighton University School of Dentistry faced per
haps the worst crisis in its history. World War II 
had cut the number of freshman applicants for Sep
tember of 1945 to three. “ In addition to the lack of 
students, the university has met increasing diffi
culty, due to war conditions, in maintaining an ade
quate number of full-time professors on the teaching 
staff,” said Creighton’s president, the Rev. Thomas 
S. Bowdern, S.J. Young men having the ability of 
good teachers are practically without exception now 
in the armed services.”

Creighton’s Board of Trustees in May of 1945 
voted to shut down the dental college for the dura
tion of the war.

Dentists in particular and Omahans in general 
rallied to prevent the closing. The Omaha District 
Dental Society appointed a committee composed of 
Drs. Fred Whitcomb, Bert Dienstbier, S. J. Honsa 
and Hugh McDonnell to find a solution. Groups 
that pledged substantial support toward continuing 
Creighton’s dental education and clinic service were 
the Nebraska Dental Association, Creighton alumni, 
the Omaha Chamber of Commerce and various social 
agencies. Recognizing this support, the Board of 
Trustees on May 18 reversed its decision to close the 
college.

The problem that caused the crisis, a shortage 
of students, was the least of Creighton’s worries 
five years after the war. In 1950, the year the den-
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tal college adopted a nationwide aptitude test for 
prospective students, more than 200 applications 
were received from young persons who wanted to 
become freshmen. “ But there was room for only 
40 in the freshman class,” Dean H. E. King said. 
Total enrollment in 1950 was 155, about 30 less than 
enrollment today.

About the time Creighton initiated an aptitude 
test, it began experimenting with closed circuit tele
vision for lectures and demonstrations on dental 
subjects. Dr. Lawrence Donahoe performed the first 
televised dental operation in the United States in 
the summer of 1948. At the Creighton University 
Radio Institute, the operation was a demonstration 
of a zinc chloride treatment for pyorrhea. Some 450 
educators from 12 states watched.

In the 1950’s and 1960’s, the quality of Creigh
ton’s excellent instruction seemed to get better. 
Creighton students ranked at or near the top in 
National Board Examinations in 1960. The senior 
class’s average for the two-day test in operative 
dentistry, pharmacology, prosthetic dentistry, oral 
surgery, orthodontics, oral pathology, X-ray and

dental jurisprudence wras 89.08 per cent, the highest 
for any of the 35 dental schools participating. The 
sophomore average in tests covering anatomy, micro
biology, physiology, general pathology, histology 
and biochemistry was 88.60, second highest in the 
nation.

Encouraging to Nebraskans was the fact that 
many of these Creighton students were staying in 
Nebraska. A university survey in 1958 showed that 
73 per cent of the dentists in Omaha were Creighton 
graduates. Of the 262 dentists in the city, only 71 
came from dental schools other than Creighton. 
In addition, there were 444 Creighton graduates in 
99 other Nebraska communities in 1958.

Under its present dean, Dr. Raymond Shaddy, 
the Creighton University School of Dentistry hopes 
to keep producing good dentists for Nebraska and 
the rest of the United States. In doing so, the school 
will be carrying on a tradition that dates back to 
the first day it opened its doors in October of 1905. 
This tradition will help make Nebraska dentistry’s 
next one hundred years another century of pro
gress. A century of progress toward dental health.

Dental College Research in Nebraska
Research at the Creighton University and Uni

versity of Nebraska Dental Colleges has blossomed 
only in the last twenty years.

Prior to that time the two schools, like most of 
the 35 other dental colleges in the United States, 
had neither the money nor staffs to carry out full- 
scale research programs. The National Institute 
of Health and the United States Public Health 
Service have provided substantial sums of money to 
help finance dental research in the 1950’s and 1960’s.

At Creighton, early research, which dealt main
ly with the development of instruments and tech
nique, centered around the efforts of three men. 
The most famous was Dr. Charles Woodbury, who 
became an expert on gold foil restorations. He wrote 
a textbook on his specialty.

Dr. Woodbury at one time designed all of 
Creighton’s instruments. Many of his designs are 
used today. He was also a pioneer in testing cam
phorated phenols in root canal work.

Dr. Woodbury is remembered most for the de

velopment of Nebraska’s first study club. Named 
in honor of his father, Dr. E. I. Woodbury, the club 
and its successors have made important contribu
tions to Nebraska dental research.

The Woodbury Study Club was organized in 
May of 1906. Its purpose was to study and improve 
cavity preparation and restoration technique. Char
ter members were Drs. Woodbury, Council Bluffs 
(president) ; M. E. Vance, Lincoln (vice-president) ; 
E. H. Breuning, Omaha (secretary-treasurer) ; J. J. 
Mullen, Omaha; J. M. Barnes, Omaha; H. E. King, 
Omaha, and P. T. Barber, Omaha.

Twenty-three dentists attended the club’s first 
meeting at Creighton University on June 2, 1906. 
They watched demonstrations by Drs. William Finn 
of Cedar Rapids, la., and John B. Conzett of Du
buque, la. Distinguished dentists who spoke to 
members of the Woodbury Study Club after the two 
Iowans included Drs. A. C. Searle, E. K. Wedelstaedt, 
Frank James, W. G. Crandall and F. E. Roach.

Dr. Woodbury, who gave his first study club



demonstration in 1912, was the club’s director until 
1950. Dr. L. E. Myers was director from 1951 to 
1965. Dr. E. J. LaPorte succeeded Dr. Myers.

The Woodbury Study Club’s current roster con
sists of Drs. L. R. Aksamit, A. L. Almquist, J. M. 
Bolks, F. J. Brown, S. F. Dale, R. E. Feldman, L. W. 
Furst, R. R. Gibson, R. W. Heuke, W. W. Johnson, 
D. J. Kennedy, E. S. Merchant, R. J. Nelson, F. A. 
Pierson, Ronald Rinne, V. W. Rinne, J. L. Seberg, 
R. W. Shaddy, H. R. Smith, J. H. Sommers, J. J. 
Theisen and B. F. Wallace.

One of Dr. Woodbury’s contemporaries was Dr. 
Bruno Harms, the second pioneer in Creighton’s 
early research. Dr. Harms was the nation’s recog
nized expert in nitrous oxide and nitrous oxide- 
oxygen anesthetics. In the 1920’s he did extensive 
work on impacted third molars with these anes
thetics.

Creighton’s third early research pioneer was 
Dr. James M. Prime. He experimented with gold 
inlay technique and developed dental instruments. 
Among his tools were the Prime Alcohol Lamp and 
Shield, the Prime Mallet, an inlay seater, cutting 
tools and a separator saw. A disciple of preventive 
dentistry, Dr. Prime was a leader in the use of 
ammonical silver nitrate solution.

One of Dr. Prime’s students, Dr. H. S. Susman, 
has developed the science of inlay instrumentation 
and technique to a fine point. “He has been respon
sible for the organization of a step-by-step procedure 
in gold inlay work that is superior to that developed 
at any other dental school,” Dr. T. J. Urban of 
Creighton wrote. A leader in the use of fluorides, 
too, Dr. Susman developed a fluoride tooth powder 
for his patients in the 1940’s.

A colleague of Dr. Susman, Dr. William Bren
nan, wrote the nation’s first paper on the pin tech
nique for amalgam restoration in 1948. A few years 
later Drs. Benjamin Lynch and John Sheehan ex
perimented with the PAP smear technique to 
diagnose oral cancer.

“Our modern approach to dental research began 
in 1960, when a dental student, taking a year out 
of the dental curriculum to work for his M.S. in 
physiology, published a paper that was concerned 
with the possible endocrine function of the salivary 
glands,” Creighton’s Dr. T. J. Urban reported. The 
student, Dr. Richard Suddick, is now a Creighton 
instructor with a Ph.D. in salivary gland physiology. 
He has produced many papers on his specialty.

About the same time Dr. Suddick published his 
endocrine paper, Dr. Clinton Sobolik began producing 
papers on a psychotechnic to predict denture ac
ceptance. Also about this time, Drs. T. J. Urban

and J. J. Buresh began experimenting with choles
terol as an agent to produce cleft palate.

Research at Creighton expanded so much after 
1960 that a Dental Research Committee was formed 
to direct the various projects.

Among the research that has been conducted 
in the past few years : Dr. E. B. Manuell studied 
the effectiveness of the electric toothbrush ; Drs. 
Brady and Plank have developed cephalometric 
methods of detecting facial and dental asymmetries ; 
Dr. D. E. Hoover has produced papers on the testing 
of various dental materials ; Drs. Navarro and Mar- 
ley wrote the nation’s first paper on the Black Light 
Technique to detect oral cancer; Creighton staff 
members have done bactériologie studies of calculus- 
free and calculus-susceptible individuals; Dr. L. T. 
Higgins has guided studies in tooth transplantation ; 
staff members have worked on the transplacental 
effects of tetracycline-containing antibiotics on the
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teeth and surrounding tissue; Drs. Richardson, 
Smith and Nachman studied the merits of different 
kinds of mouthguards for high school football play
ers ; Drs. Alderman and Scallon examined the effect 
of prolonged use of a mouthwash on oral flora.

Today, Dr. W. E. Roberts is studying the 
kinetics of the cells of the periodontal ligament. In 
a related project, Drs. Barton and Keenan are ex
amining the periodontal ligament in subcutaneously 
transplanted hamster molars to study the role of 
mechanical stress in the formation of Sharpey’s 
fibers.

At the University of Nebraska, a few signifi
cant research studies were made between 1930 and 
1945. They included Dr. Bert Hooper’s investigation 
of impression technic and other areas of prosthetics; 
Dr. Roger Sturdevant’s study of gold castings and 
cavity preparations for gold inlays; Dr. Donald 
Key’s research on restorative materials, Dr. Fred 
Webster’s work in histology and Dr. Ferdinand 
Griess’s study of oral surgery technic.

In 1937 Dr. Ralph Ireland began investigating 
the use of ammoniacal silver nitrate as a sterilizing 
agent for deep-seated carious regions in primary 
teeth. His study opened other research avenues, 
such as the incidence of secondary dentin formation 
in primary teeth.

Dr. Earl Lampshire did one of the nation’s 
first studies on the Class 2 cavity preparation in 
primary teeth in 1950. His work was followed by 
photoclastic investigation of the Class 2 cavity form 
by Drs. Richard Haskins and Willard Guard. As 
the result of the research of these three men, dental 
teachers throughout the world changed their concept 
of the Class 2 cavity preparation.

Around the time of the Class 2 cavity studies, 
Dr. Edward Hibbard investigated the morphology of 
the root canals of primary molars. In the past, in
fected primary teeth were treated by means of the 
same procedure used on permanent teeth, gutta
percha points to fill root canals. Dr. Hibbard filled 
root canals with an acryllic material. His study 
showed that the canals were so small and had so 
many fine branches that it would be impractical to 
try to fill them.

Dr. William Kramer provided clinicians and 
teachers with a new table of measurements for 
primary teeth. He found differences in measure
ments suggested by Dr. G. D. Black. The results of 
his study have been applied to the teaching of dental 
anatomy and to the carving of teeth by dental stu
dents.

Dr. Robert Burton studied drugs used in pre
medication. Completed in conjunction with the Uni

versity of Nebraska’s College of Pharmacy, Dr. Bur
ton’s research supported earlier research by Dr. 
Lampshire. More American dentists are using pre
medication today because of these studies.

Two other studies before 1960 were Dr. William 
Lynch’s work on the morphology of occlusal surfaces 
of primary molars and Dr. Wallace Rowe’s investiga
tion of enamel rods in the cervical third of the 
crowns of primary teeth.

Since 1960 research at the University of Ne
braska, like that at Creighton, has expanded due to 
financial assistance from the National Institute of 
Health and the United States Public Health Service.

The first project of the Department of Perio
dontia, under Dr. Richard Bradley, was supported 
by a three-year grant from the National Institute 
of Health. The qualitative analysis of oral enzymes 
began in 1960. It resulted in the identification of 
enzymes active in gingival tissue.

Other periodontial studies have included one on 
the relationship of diabetis to periodontial disease, 
one on the vascular character in gingival tissue in 
the diabetis and one on plaque formation. The 
plaque study indicated that an electric toothbrush, 
though it cannot entirely remove plaque from inter
proximal spaces, does a better job than irrigating 
devices.

In the Department of Orthodontia, the chair
man, Dr. Sam Weinstein, directed a study on cleft 
palate. Early investigation included the effect of the 
Prophy-Shearer technic of surgical repair of cleft 
palate. Graduate students in the university’s Depart
ment of Speech helped in this investigation, which 
yielded valuable information on the development of 
the oral facial complex and production of satisfac
tory speech in persons who had Prophy-Shearer 
operations. Graduate students involved in this work 
were Drs. Wing You Tong and Ralph Roberts.

An earlier orthodontic study was Dr. Egan 
Drenker’s evaluation of the force systems on an 
appliance called the Tim Back Bend Mechanism. 
This study was a beginning step in a relatively new 
approach to understanding orthodontic appliances— 
the implications of theoretical mechanics in the 
understanding of force systems of appliances and 
the resultant tooth movements. Dr. Drenker’s work 
was followed by a series of projects involving the 
equaliberm position of teeth. Drs. Hugh Attaway, 
Peter Omeara, Kenneth Harman, Bernard Calza, 
Lightl and Morris have worked on these projects. 
Their research has been guided by Prof. Donald 
Haack of the university’s Department of Engineer
ing Mechanics.

Another orthodontic study has been a series



on the etiology of cleft palate. The investigations of 
Drs. Carl Zieler, Tom Moriarity, Keith Vowles, 
Byron Chan, Jack Kuneuni and Claude Rowley has 
concerned the use of organ culture techniques in 
studying cleft palate in rats and mice. Five publica
tions that attracted national interest have resulted 
from this work, which has been carried out in co
operation with Dr. Robert Gibson of the university’s 
College of Pharmacy.

Out of the field of orthodontics, Dr. D. O. 
DeShazer, chairman of the University of Nebraska

Dental College’s Department of Research, has stud
ied how acidic fluoride-phosphate solutions retard 
tooth decay. Dr. C. J. Swarz has worked with him.

All of these University of Nebraska and Creigh
ton University Dental College instructors and 
graduate students have helped establish a founda
tion upon which more dental research will be built. 
A relatively late departure in Nebraska dentistry, 
dental research will be a key in making the next 
one hundred years another century of progress. A 
century of progress toward dental health.

15 Study Clubs
Ak-Sar-Ben Gold Inlay— The forerunner of this club, the 

Omaha Odontological Society, was founded in 1928 when a regent 
of the Creighton University Dental College urged faculty mem
bers to organize a situdy-research group to improve materials 
and techniques for gold castings. Charter members were Drs. 
Frank Carmen, B. B. O’Meara, Floyd P,aynter and Charles Giet- 
zen. The organization, which folded in 1941 when most of its 
members had to don uniforms for World W ar II, re-emerged in 
1946 under its present name. Charter members were Drs. Car
men (director); Paynter (president); J. S. Egenberger (secretary- 
treasurer); A. L. Cahoy; E. J. Dailey; L. M. Floersch; John 
Kish; O’Meara, H. W . Scott and R. W . Chapin. At monthly 
meetings, one day is devoted to clinical and operative study, the 
other to laboratory research. The group h,as held clinics at the 
American Dental Association conventions for many years and 
was one of the first study clubs to appear on closed circuit 
television. Its members formed Alpha Chapter of the Academy 
of General Dentistry in 1962. Traditionally, half of the group 
has been on a dental faculty. The 1967 role: Drs. O’Meara, 
Paynter, Cahoy (director), H. S. Susman, H. J. Slunicko, John 
Belitz (president), Paul W alsh (secretary-treasurer), Walter 
Bennett, Paul Gradoville (vice-president), John Skow, Benton 
Kutler, Stanley Galaska, Paul Wachter, Larry Gausman, Earle 
Carson, W esley Berry, E. Newton Kelley and Melvin Glantz.

Central Nebraska— Organized in 1939, its original function 
was to develop the method of balanced functional occlusion used 
by a Minneapolis dentist, Dr. Fred Meyers. Charter members 
included Drs. L. R. Beattie, Ainsworth; J. G. Colgan, McCook; F. 
T. Daly, Cambridge; F. Ra,asch, Kearney; G. V. Reynolds, 
Lexington; A. T. Ridder, North Platte; L. E. Sayles, Overton, 
and A. R. Transue, Lexington. Members, who meet four times 
a year, have published two papers on Dr. Meyer’s technique and 
have given clinics across the United States and in Canada. The 
1967 members are Drs. T. L. Anderson, Lexington; V. D. Arnold, 
North Platte; H. W . Batie, Lexington; Beattie; F. J. Brown, 
Genoa; M. W . Hunt, Battle Creek; R. F. Krejci, Lincoln; R. C. 
Landfeldt, McCook; M. C. Pedersen, Lincoln (president); Rey
nolds; Ridder; Sayles; John Seberg, Fullerton, and Martin 
Young, North Platte (secretary-treasurer).

Nebraska— Eight 1952 graduates of the University of Ne
braska Dental College formed this organization in Lincoln in 
1954. Two-day sessions are held twice yearly in the offices of 
members, who provide patients for demonstrations. Clinicians 
and private practitioners have spoken on a variety of subjects. 
Presidents have included Drs. Harley Batie, Ray Heuke, Mel 
Glantz and Raleigh Gibson. Drs. Glantz, Don Herzog, Gibson 
and Greg Kallos have been secretaries'. There are currently 12 
members.

Panhandle— Its first meeting was in the office of Dr. Lyle 
N eff of Alliance in November, 1945. Charter members included 
Drs. Ralph Alden, Kim ball; Lester Curtis, Edgemont, S. D .; 
Vernon Fry, Chappell; A1 Goding, Alliance (secretary-treasurer); 
Alden Hansen, Mitchell; Don Kennedy, Alliance; Tom Mullins, 
Chadron; Mike Murray, Sidney; M. E. Pettibone, Sidney (presi
dent); Bert Nuss, Alliance; LeRoy Sutcliffe, Rapid City, S. D., 
and Dave Sumner, Valentine. Dr. Miles Markely of Denver, 
Colo., was chosen director. The group, which meets twice a

year, has presented clinics at the Nebraska and South Dakota 
Dental Association ,annual conventions. Twice its members 
have taken two-week post-graduate courses at the University 
of Michigan at Ann Arbor.

Omaha— This group, which meets monthly, w,as founded in 
1955 by Drs. W alter Bennett and Albert Rimmerman. Its study 
plan includes clinicians, lecturers, films, tapes and post-graduate 
courses. Members have produced these pamphlets for patient 
education: “Your Dental Care”, “Preventive Denistry” , “Why 
Replace Missing Teeth?” , “Periodontal Information” and “Den
tistry for Children.” Officers rotate annually. The 1967 roster, 
besides Drs. Bennett and Rimmerman, include Drs. John Belitz, 
Randolph Drahota, Raymond Grove, Thomas Harley, Benton 
Kutler, Robert M,argrave, Erik Olsen and Paul Walsh.

Research Gold Foil— It was organized in 1948 by Drs. M. B. 
Gates, W . O. Pugsley, K. C. Christensen, D. K. Phillips, Donald 
Kling and J. R. Burlington. Dr. H. A. Merchant of Om,aha was 
director until his death in 1964, when Dr. William W alla of 
Fremont took over. The group holds two-day meetings twice a 
year.

Central District— Organized by about a dozen dentists in 
1957, this group hasn’t met since 1962. Its studies included 
amalgam restorations, gold inlay restorations, full mouth 
rehabilitation and denture equilibration.

Cornhusker— Organized by Dr. Bert Hooper of Lincoln, its 
members and resources merged with the Lincoln District Dental 
Society in the middle 1930’s. Founded about 1925, it had a top 
membership of 35. Outstanding national lecturers spoke at the 
group’s six winter meetings.

Nebraska Gold Toil— Drs. M. E. Pettibone and L. A. Burgess 
of O’Neill organized it around 1917. Charter members included 
Drs. W . P. Higgins, Albion; J. E. Fickling, Plainview; C. E. 
Bozel, Stanton; A. J. Kubitschek, Atkinson; A. H. Corbett, 
O’Neill; R. R. Ralston, Long Pine; W . H. Miner, Norfolk; 
Warren Hall, Norfolk, and W illiam  Hastings, Newman Grove. 
The first demonstrator was Dr. G. B. Baird of Fremont.

North Nebraska Gold Toil— It was organized in 1956 by Drs. 
F. J. Brown, Genoa; J. L. Seberg, Fullerton; D. R. Walters, 
Albion, and W . P. Higgins, Albion. The Journal of the American 
Academy of Gold Foil Operators has recognized it. Members 
meet monthly from September to June. W . P. Higgins is direc
tor. The 1967 membership is 10.

Meridian Gold Foil— Its members met for three years in 
Aurora, York and Friend. Dr. Lyle Furst was director. Mem
bers included Drs. Ronald Rinne, Jess Poll,ard, Jack Allen and 
Gordon Till.

Dincoln Orthodontic Society— It was formed February 20, 
1959. Charter members included Drs. Henry Cech, Kenneth 
Holland, Thomas Ludwick, T. L. McKee, Francis Murphy and 
James Weesner.

Great Plains— This club was founded by Dr. Gordon Shupe 
of Wayne. Current president is Dr. Wayne Sintek of Norfolk.

Dincoln— First president was Dr. Bernard J. Moran. Cur
rent officers are Drs. Ben James, president, and Robert Windle, 
secretary.

Prime— Named for Dr. J. M. Prime of Omaha, it was one 
of the earliest study clubs. It is no longer functioning.



Cartoon by Allan Tubach.

The dental drill was first invented by an Ohio man . . . Who tried to shear sheep with it.



People, Other Particulars
Had a call from Couzin Abbie and her friend Lizzie. 

Did nothing in a professional line. Today closes a very 
dull (work) week.

— THE DIARY OF DR. D. A. VANCE OF KEARNEY, 
SEPTEMBER, 1869.

Nebraska dentists in general practice worked an aver
age of 44 hours a week in 1965.

----SURVEY OF DENTAL PRACTICE, AMERICAN

DENTAL ASSOCIATION.

Hall of Fame
Dr. A. S. Billings, pumping hard on a foot 

treadle, looked around to see how the other members 
of the Nebraska Dental Society were responding to 
his demonstration.

“ Not much interest,” he thought as he glanced 
at the blank expressions on the faces of his col
leagues.

He decided to try to kindle some enthusiasm by 
telling about the origin of the new dental engine 
he was showing off.

“ Gentlemen,” he said at this 1874 meeting, 
“ I have a story for you.”

The story went something like this, as related 
by the Omaha historians Savage and Bell: “ It is 
said that this invention (the dental engine) was 
first applied to shearing sheep by an Ohio man, who 
was discouraged when he found that it clipped off 
the hide of the sheep as well as the wool, and that 
he threw the machine away as worthless. The idea 
was then elaborated by Mr. (S. S.) White, who 
secured a patent and has made fame and fortune 
thereby.”

Although the story didn’t spark immediate 
interest in the dental engine, Dr. Billings wasn’t

discouraged. Fascinated with new dental instru
ments, he showed many of them at meetings of the 
Nebraska Dental Society in the late 1800’s. Later 
he opened the first dental supply business in Ne
braska.

Because of his contributions to Nebraska den
tistry, Dr. Billings has been chosen one of 25 mem
bers of a Nebraska Dental Hall of Fame. The 
Centennial History Committee, which prepared this 
publication, made the final selections for the Hall 
of Fame. Every, dentist in Nebraska was asked 
for nominations for the History Committee to con
sider.

The committee decided that about 10 Hall of 
Fame members would be selected from the years 
before World War I and about 15 after World War I. 
A prerequisite for membership was that a dentist 
had to have been active in his profession for at 
least 15 years.

The following 25 men, members of the Nebraska 
Dental Hall of Fame, have made outstanding contri
butions to Nebraska dentistry. Their leadership, 
hard work and dedication have helped make the 
state’s first 100 years of organized dentistry a 
century of progress. A century of progress toward 
dental health.



Albert S. Billings
Omaha

(deceased)
Professional Education—Apprenticeship of 2V-2 

years in the office of Dr. E. I. Woodbury of Council 
Bluffs in the 1860’s.

Practice— General Practice in Council Bluffs, 
Omaha.

Professional Organizations and Activities—
President, Nebraska State Dental Society; originated 
Billings Dental Laboratories; manufactured equip
ment and prosthetic materials.

Lectures— Pioneer of post-graduate courses in 
dentistry; lectured extensively in Nebraska and sur
rounding states on dentures and prosthetic dentistry. 

Family—Wife, two sons.

Dr. Billings Dr. Boyne

Harry N. Boyne
Omaha

Professional -Education—Creighton College of 
Dentistry, D.D.S., 1913; Northwestern Graduate Col
lege, M.S. in oral surgery, 1924; Creighton College 
of Medicine, M.D.; Berlin (Germany) Medical Col
lege, certificate in pastic surgery, 1934.

Practice— General practice and oral surgery in 
Council Bluffs, Omaha.

Teaching—Creighton University School of Den
tistry (director of department); St. Joseph School 
of Nursing; Creighton Medical School.

Military—Army, captain, 1916-1918.
Professional Organizations and Activities—  

Council Bluffs, Omaha District, Nebraska State and

American Dental Associations; Omaha, Nebraska 
and American Medical Associations; Omaha, Mid
west Clinical Societies; International College of 
Medicine; diplomate, American Board of Oral 
Surgery.

Lectures and Articles— Lectured before profes
sional and civic meetings in Omaha District, Ne
braska, Iowa and American Dental Associations; 
author of many articles on medical and dental as
pects of maxillo-facial surgery, cancer and cardiac 
problems.

Civic Activities— Willed his entire estate to 
Creighton University School of Dentistry. The 
school is now known as The Dr. Harry N. and Maude 
Boyne School of Dental Science.

Family—Wife, Maude.

William J. Brennan
Omaha

Professional Education— Creighton University, 
D.D.S., 1919.

Practice— General practice in Norfolk, Omaha.
Teaching—Creighton University School of 

Dentistry, lecturer in dental anatomy, history and 
operative dentistry and clinical instructor in opera
tive dentistry.

Fraternities— Delta Sigma Delta, Alpha Sigma 
Nu Jesuit National Honorary.

Professional Organizations and Activities—
President, secretary of Omaha District Dental So
ciety ; president, Nebraska Dental Association ; presi
dent, Woodbury Study Club; fellow, American Col
lege of Dentists; American Academy of Gold Foil; 
chairman of several Nebraska Dental Association 
committees; Omicron Kappa Upsilon; delegate, Ne
braska Dental Association; delegate, American 
Dental Association.

Lectures and Articles— Lectured in Nebraska 
and surrounding states; author of first article on 
pin retention for amalgams; wrote works published 
in the Omaha Chronicle and the Nebraska Dental 
Association Journal.

Civic and Church Activities— Christ the King 
Catholic Church; active in Boy Scouts; assisted in 
athletic mouthguard and cancer examination pro
grams for youngsters; director of Continental 
General Insurance Company.

Family—Wife, Donalda; two sons; one daugh
ter.



Dr. Brennan Dr. Carman

Frank D. Carman
Omaha

(deceased)
Professional Education—Nebraska W esleyan 

University, B.S., 1918; University of Nebraska Den
tal College, D.D.S., 1923.

Practice— General practice in Madison, Omaha.
Teaching—Creighton University School of Den

tistry, part-time instructor in operative dentistry 
with emphasis on the Direct Pattern Gold Inlay 
Technic.

Military—Marines, World War I.
Fraternities—Xi Psi Phi; Sigma Phi Epsilon.
Professional Organizations and Activities—

President, Omaha District Dental Association; Ne
braska and American Dental Associations; Academy 
of General Dentistry; fellow, International College 
of Dentists; Omicron Kappa Upsilon; founder and 
director of Ak-Sar-Ben Gold Inlay Study Club; 
Distinguished Alumni Award from University of 
Nebraska College of Dentistry, 1957.

Lectures and Articles—Author of several ar
ticles on direct pattern gold inlay technic; appeared 
on several local, state and American Dental Associa
tion programs, including television.

Civic and Church Activities—Earned nine let
ters in sports at University of Nebraska; Dundee 
Presbyterian Church.

Family—Wife, Pauline; two daughters.

John G. Colgan
McCook
(deceased)

Professional Education—Creighton University 
School of Dentistry, D.D.S., 1921.

Practice— General practice in McCook.
Fraternities— Delta Sigma Delta.
Professional Organizations and Activities—

President, Southwest Nebraska Dental Society; 
president, Nebraska Dental Association ; American 
Dental Association ; first president of Nebraska So
ciety of Dentistry for Children; Woodbury Study 
Club; Central Nebraska Study Club; American Den
ture Society ; American Society of Dentistry for 
Children ; Omicron Kappa Upsilon.

Lectures and Articles— Author of papers read 
before international, national, nine-state and dis
trict associations ; helped make film with Central 
Nebraska Study Club.

Civic and Church Activities—St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Church; Knights of Columbus; Fourth De
gree Past Grand Knight; Holy Name Society; presi
dent, Kiwanis Club; president, BPOE Lodge, Ameri
can Legion ; Boy Scouts ; president, McCook Chamber 
of Commerce; ambassador of Knights of Ak-Sar- 
Ben ; president, YMCA ; board of directors of Coun
try Club, Executive Club.

Family—Wife, Julia; one son; three daughters.

Dr. Colgan Dr. Davis



W. Clyde Davis
Lincoln

(deceased)
Professional Education—York Methodist Col

lege, B.S., 1887; University of Iowa, D.D.S.; Uni
versity of Nebraska, M.S., 1921; Cotner Medical 
College, M.D.

Practice— General practice in Lincoln.
Teaching—Founder of Lincoln Dental College; 

first dean of University of Nebraska College of 
Dentistry, 1903-1922; Professor of Operative Den
tistry.

Fraternities— Xi Psi Phi.
Professional Organizations and Activities—

President, Lincoln Odontographic Society; president, 
Nebraska Dental Association; chairman, National 
Association of Dental Faculties; American Dental 
Association; president, Dental Examiners for Cen
tral District Army Training Corps ; founder, director 
of Davis Study Club; Omicron Kappa Upislon.

Lectures and Articles— Presented scientific 
papers before dental groups in every state in the 
union; author of many articles on operative den
tistry, endodontic technic; author of textbook on 
operative dentistry; contributing author to other 
textbooks.

Civic and Church Activities—Holy Trinity Epis
copal Church; Scottish Rite Mason; Shriner.

Family—-Wife, Martha; one daughter.

Bretislav Dienstbier
Omaha

Professional Education— Omaha College of 
Pharmacy, Ph. G., 1905 ; Creighton University 
School of Dentistry, D.D.S., 1911.

Practice— General practice in Omaha.
Fraternities— Organized Omega Chapter of 

Delta Sigma Delta ; organized graduate chapter of 
Delta Sigma Delta of Nebraska.

Professional Organizations and Activities—  
President and secretary, Omaha District Dental As
sociation ; president, Nebraska Dental Association ; 
grand master, scribe and historian, Nebraska gradu
ate chapter of Delta Sigma Delta; deputy grand 
master of Omega Chapter, Delta Sigma Delta; or
ganizer and president of Omaha Delta Sigma Club; 
chairman, Council on Relief, Nebraska Dental Asso
ciation, 22 years; originated and directed Amalgam 
Scrap Drive in Nebraska.

Lectures and Articles— Author of articles in

several professional journals; gave clinics before 
several dental groups in Nebraska.

Civic and Church Activities—Fifty-year mem
ber of St. Johns Masonic Lodge; Scottish Rite; 
Shriner.

Family—Wife, Clara.

Dr. Dienstbier Dr. Higgins

William P. Higgins
Albion

Professional Education— Creighton School of 
Dentistry, D.D.S., 1913.

Practice— General practice in Atkinson, Albion.
Military—Army, captain, 1917-1919.
Professional Organizations and Activities—  

President, North District Dental Society ; president, 
Nebraska Dental Association ; American Dental As
sociation; president, Nebraska Gold Foil Study 
Club; Tri-County dental groups; director, North 
Nebraska Gold Foil Study Club ; Woodbury Gold Foil 
Study Club; Central Nebraska Study Club; Ameri
can Academy of Gold Foil Operators; fellow, Inter
national College of Dentists ; Omicron Kappa Up
silon.

Lectures and Articles—Author of several ar
ticles in Nebraska dental and medical journals; lec
tured before American College of Gold Foil Opera
tors and several study clubs.

Civic and Church Activities—St. Michaels 
Church ; Grand Knights of Columbus ; chairman of 
committee to build American Legion Memorial Audi
torium ; commander of American Legion ; Red Cross ; 
Boy Scouts ; Lions Club ; Chamber of Commerce ; 
helped organize Albion Country Club ; active in cam-



paign and building of Boone County Memorial Hos
pital; active in efforts to fluoridate Albion water 
supply.

Family—Wife, Gladys ; one son ; two daughters.

A. Hugh Hippie
Omaha

(deceased)
Professional Education— Royal College of Den

tal Surgeons, Toronto, Canada, D.D.S., 1889.
Practice— General practice in Stratford On

tario, and Omaha.
Teaching— Instructor of oral surgery, Creigh

ton University Medical School ; dean, Creighton Uni
versity School of Dentistry; American Association 
of Dental Faculties ; professor of operative dentistry, 
Creighton University School of Dentistry.

Professional Organizations and Activities—  
President, Omaha District Dental Association ; presi
dent, Nebraska Dental Association; president, 
American Association of Dental Schools ; American 
Dental Association ; director, School for Deaf in 
Omaha ; secretary of original Board of Regents, 
Creighton Dental School, 1904.

Lectures— Lectured in several states.
Civic and Church Activities—Methodist Epis

copal Church ; active in many civic and relief associ
ations.

Family—Wife, Emma; one daughter.

Dr. Hippie Dr. Hooper

Bert L. Hooper
Lincoln

Professional Education—Lincoln Dental Col
lege, D.D.S., 1915.

Practice—Kansas City, Lincoln ; limited to Pros
thetics.

Teaching— Lincoln Dental College, instructor 
in prosthetics, 1915-16 ; Kansas City Dental College, 
instructor in prosthetics, 1916-17 ; University of Ne
braska College of Dentistry, professor of prosthetics, 
1923; University of Nebraska College of Dentistry, 
dean, 1929-58.

Fraternities— Xi Psi Phi.
Professional Organizations and Activities—

President, Lincoln District Dental Association; Ne
braska Dental Association ; vice-president, Ameri
can Dental Association ; president, Cornhusker Study 
Club; president, National Society of Dental Pros
thetics ; president, American Full Denture Society ; 
Dental Forum of Milwaukee ; Pierre Fauchard 
Academy ; fellow, International College of Dentists ; 
national board, American Association of Dental 
Schools; International Association for Dental Re
search; honorary member, Oregon State Dental As
sociation ; Who’s Who Among Physicians and 
Surgeons; Council on Dental Education of American 
Dental Association.

Lectures and Articles— Author of articles on 
prosthodontics ; presented papers before interna
tional, national, 10-state and district dental associa
tions.

Civic and Church Activities— First Plymouth 
Congregational Church ; Masonic Lodge ; Shriner ; 
took first movies of football games for University of 
Nebraska.

Family—Wife, Elsie; one daughter.

Alfred 0. Hunt
Omaha

(deceased)
Professional Education—Tutored by Dr. H. R. 

White, 1859; University of Iowa Dental College, 
D.D.S., 1883.

Practice— General practice in Utica, N.Y., 
McGregor and Iowa City, la., and Omaha.

Teaching— One of founders of University of 
Iowa Dental College; secretary of faculty, professor 
of prosthetic dentistry and dean of Iowa Dental 
College; first dentist to teach crown and bridge work 
in an organized dental college, 1882; Chicago College



of Dental Surgery, professor of prosthetics; Omaha 
Dental College, dean, 1898-1906; professor of pros
thesis, facial art at Omaha Dental College.

Professional Organizations and Activities—  
President, Iowa Dental Society, 1866; secretary, 
World Dental Congress; president, Odontological 
Society of Chicago; International Dental Congress; 
honorary vice-president, Fourth International Dental 
Congress; president, Association of Dental Facul
ties; founder, Odontological Society of Omaha; in
vented surgical forceps and other dental instru
ments and appliances.

Lectures and Articles— Helped organize and lec
tured before several dental organizations; promoted 
continuing professional education; steady contribu
tor to professional literature.

Family—Wife, Maria.

Dr. A. O. Hunt Dr. L. T. Hunt

Loren T. Hunt
Lincoln

(deceased)
Professional Education— Lincoln Dental College, 

D.D.S., 1915.
Practice— General practice in Lincoln.
Teaching— University of Nebraska College of 

Dentistry, professor of dental jurisprudence. 
Fraternities— Xi Psi Phi.
Professional Organizations and Activities—

President, Lincoln District Dental Society; presi
dent, Nebraska Dental Society; American Dental 
Association; Cornhusker Study Club; president, 
secretary of Nebraska Chapter of Xi Psi Phi; su
preme president of Xi Psi Phi; Economics Commit

tee and Council on Dental Health of American Dental 
Association ; Legislative Committee of House of 
Delegates, Nebraska Dental Association; delegate 
to American Dental Association; fellow, American 
College of Dentists ; Omicron Kappa Upsilon.

Civic and Church Activities— First Baptist 
Church; Mason; Shriner; Co-operative Club; Ameri
can Interprofessional Institute.

Family— Brother.

Ralph L. Ireland
Lincoln

Professional Education— University of Ne
braska College of Dentistry, D.D.S., 1927 ; B.S., 1929 ; 
M.S., 1944.

Practice— General practice in Lincoln.
Teaching— University of Nebraska College of 

Dentistry, dean ; chairman, Department of Pedo- 
dontics.

Fraternities— Xi Psi Phi ; Sigma Chi.
Professional Organizations and Activities—

director, Lincoln District Dental Association ; Ne
braska, American Dental Association ; president, 
Nebraska Society of Dentistry for Children ; presi
dent, American Society of Dentistry for Children ; 
fellow, American College of Dentists ; International 
Association for Dental Research ; Sigma Xi ; Omicron 
Kappa Upsilon ; president, American Academy of 
Pedodontics ; founder, charter member and executive 
secretary, American Board of Pedodontics ; Associa- 
of Pedodontic Diplomates ; American Academy of 
Science; Academy of General Dentistry; chairman, 
American Dental Association’s Council on National 
Board of Dental Examiners ; United States Public 
Health Service Dental Productivity Consultant 
Panel ; Commission on Education for Health Profes
sions, National Association of State Universities and 
Land Grant Colleges ; National Association on Stan
dard Medical Vocabulary; Medical Care Advisory 
Committee for Nebraska Welfare Department; 
several committees of American Dental Association 
and American Association of Dental Schools ; con
sultant for various government health agencies; 
president, American Association of Dental Schools.

Lectures and Articles— Contributing editor for 
Journal of Dentistry for Children; editorial consul
tant for Dental Abstracts ; author of articles on 
operative dentistry, pedodontics, specialties and 
other subjects; contributing author to Dental Clinics 
of North America and other textbooks on pedodon
tics ; presented over 250 lectures and clinics inter
nationally and in nearly every state in the union ;



conducted many post-graduate courses; assisted in 
the development of a dental school in Ankara, Tur
key.

Civic and Church Activities— Lay reader for St. 
Matthews Episcopal Church.

Family—Wife, Marian; one son.

Dr. Ireland Dr. Lampshire

Earl L. Lampshire
Lincoln

Professional Education—University of Nebras
ka College of Dentistry, B.S., 1945; D.D.S., 1945; 
M.S., 1951.

Practice— Childrens Fund of Michigan, Iron 
Mountain, Mich.; Dental Health Director, Dickenson 
County, Mich.; Lincoln; limited to pedodontics.

Teaching— University of Nebraska, associate 
professor of pedodontics; San Francisco School of 
Physicians and Surgeons.

Military— Navy, It. commander, 1954-1956.
Fraternities— Xi Psi Phi.
Professional Organizations and Activities—

President, secretary of Lincoln District Dental As
sociation ; chairman of Nebraska’s first Committee 
on Fluoridation; treasurer, Citizen’s Advisory Com
mittee on Fluoridation; chairman of first National 
Children’s Dental Health Week; organized first 
Project Head Start Program in Lincoln; adviser 
to Lancaster County Aid to Dependent Children 
program; Lincoln and Lancaster County Board of 
Health; delegate to Nebraska Dental Association; 
Nebraska Dental Association; active on State and 
Federal Fee Schedule and Dental Health Commit
tees; chairman, committee to study and promote a

central office and hire first executive secretary of 
Nebraska Dental Association; chairman, committee 
on Centennial Activities; chairman, Centennial His
tory Committee; chairman, first workshop of 
Nebraska Dental Association ; consultant on 
following workshops ; president, Nebraska Dental 
Health Foundation ; president, Nebraska Society 
of Dentistry for Children ; delegate, American 
Society of Dentistry for Children ; board mem
ber, University of Nebraska Dental Alumni 
Association ; American Dental Association ; pres
ident, secretary of American Society of Den
tistry for Children ; Chairman of Research 
Section of American Academy of Pedodontics ; dip
lomate, American Board of Pedodontics ; president, 
Association of Pedodontic Diplomates ; American 
Society of Clinical Hypnosis ; Sigma Xi ; Omicron 
Kappa Upsilon ; fellow, International College of 
Dentists.

Lectures and Articles— Presented over 75 lec
tures and scientific papers before international, na
tional, 22-state and local dental associations, Amer
ican Society of Dentistry for Children and many 
study clubs ; author of articles on cavity prepara
tion, premedication, patient management, child de
velopment, efficiency and other subjects; contribut
ing author to textbooks on pedodontics ; lectured 
in several post-graduate courses.

Civic and Church Activities—Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Sunday School teacher, dea
con elder, chairman of board of trustees, chairman 
of Parking and Property Committee, president of 
Men’s Council and Mariners Club; National Director 
of Mariners Club; Executive Council of Governors 
Committee on Mid-Century White House Confer
ence on Children and Youth ; chairman of commit
tee on statewide survey of children’s health prob
lems ; vice-president, Lancaster County Tuberculo
sis Association ; director, Nebraska Council of Fam
ily Life Education ; director, YMCA ; council mem
ber of Cornhusker Boy Scouts; Chamber of Com
merce ; Lincoln Comprehensive City Planning 
Commission.

Family—Wife, Carol ; two daughters.

Tom P. Mullins
Chadron
(deceased)

Professional Education— University of Nebras
ka, pre-med and one year of medicine ; Creighton 
University School of Dentistry, D.D.S., 1917.

Practice— General practice in Valparaiso, Chap
pell, Merna and Chadron.



Fraternities— Acacia; Xi Psi Phi.
Professional Organizations and Activities—

President, West District Dental Association ; presi
dent, treasurer of Nebraska Dental Association; 
American Dental Association ; president, Panhandle 
Dental Study Club; president, West District Study 
Club; president, Tri-State Study Club; Pierre Fau- 
chard Academy; Nebraska Society of Dentistry for 
Children ; American Society of Dentistry for Chil
dren ; member of several Nebraska Dental Associa
tion committees.

Lectures and Articles— Lectured extensively 
through ten Midwestern states on subjects related 
to practice management; lecturer and consultant 
to Kellogg Foundation Institute’s Workshop on Prac
tice Management; authored articles in professional 
journals; contributing author to book on practice 
management.

Civic and Church Activities— Grace Episcopal 
Church, vestryman; Master Mason; Scottish Rite; 
Shriner; president, Kiwanis Club; recipient of Silver 
Beaver scouting award ; Chadron Planning Com
mission ; leader in Chamber of Commerce, Sports 
Club and Toastmasters.

Family—Wife, Hazel ; one son.

Dr. Mullins Dr. Pedersen

Merritt C. Pedersen
Lincoln

Professional Education—University of Nebras
ka, College of Dentistry, 1922.

Practice— General practice in Lincoln.

Teaching— University of Nebraska College of 
Dentistry, instructor in clinical dentistry.

Military— Navy, captain, 1943-1946.
Fraternities— Delta Sigma Delta.
Professional Organizations and Activities— 

President, Lincoln District Dental Association ; 
president, Nebraska Dental Association ; American 
Dental Association ; founder, chairman of Nebras
ka Dental Alumni College of Dentistry Fund ; mem
ber of committee that originated health and acci
dent insurance for Nebraska dentists ; chairman, In
surance Committee of Nebraska Dental Association 
for ten years ; Omicron Kappa Upsilon ; Distin
guished Service Award, University of Nebraska, 
1966; Davis Study Club; charter member, American 
Academy of Practice Administration ; Deputy Re
gent for Nebraska Fellows of the International Col
lege of Dentists ; president, Central Nebraska Study 
Club.

Lectures and Articles— Presented papers and 
clinics before 82 dental associations in 21 states, 
emphasizing practice management, insurance and 
investments and retirement programs ; author of 
many professional articles ; contributing author to 
Yearbook and Dental Clinics of North America.

Civic and Church Activities— Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, deacon; president, Nebraska 
Wildlife Federation; secretary, Sportsmen’s Club, 
1936-1960; president, Lincoln Junior Chamber of 
Commerce; Chamber of Commerce.

Family—Wife, Bernice; one son; one daughter.

Fritz A. Pierson
Lincoln

Professional Education— University of Nebras
ka College of Dentistry, D.D.S., 1917.

Practice— General practice, Lincoln.
Teaching— University of Nebraska College of 

Dentistry, professor of dental medicine.
Military— Army, It. colonel.
Fraternities—Xi Psi Phi.
Professional Organizations and Activities—

President, Lincoln District Dental Association ; 
president, Nebraska Dental Association ; secretary 
of Nebraska Dental Association for 33 years ; presi
dent of American Dental Association, 1965-1966 ; 
chairman, American Dental Association’s Council 
on Constitution and Bylaws ; delegate to American 
Dental Association for 27 years ; trustee, American



Dental Association Eleventh District; chairman, 
ADA committee in charge of constructing new 
building in Chicago; Who’s Who in America since 
1950; fellow, American Association for the Ad
vancement of Science; Omicron Kappa Upsilon; 
active in programs supporting fluoridation; Fed
eration Dentaire Internationale; New York Acad
emy of Dentistry; president, treasurer of American 
College of Dentistry; recipient of Distinguished 
Service Award, University of Nebraska College of 
Dentistry; ADA Delegate to Federation Dentaire 
Internationale in Austria and Israel.

Civic and Church Activities—Westminster 
Presbyterian Church; Masonic organizations; Presi
dent’s Citizens Advisory Committee to the Council 
on Youth Fitness; director, Chamber of Commerce 
and YMCA.

Lectures and Articles— Gave professional pre
sentations in all 50 states and 20 foreign countries.

Family—Wife, Alberta; one daughter; two 
sons.

Dr. Pierson Dr. Prime

James M. Prime
Omaha

(deceased)
Professional Education— Omaha Dental Col

lege ; honorary Doctor of Dental Science degree 
from Creighton School of Dentistry.

Practice— General practice at Oxford, Omaha. 
Teaching—Creighton University.
Fraternities— Delta Sigma Delta.

Professional Organizations and Activities—
President, Nebraska Dental Society; Omaha Dis
trict Dental Society; American Dental Association; 
American College of Dentists; Woodbury Study 
Club; invented several dental instruments.

Lectures and Articles— Lectured throughout 
the country on subjects including patient comfort, 
uses of dental instruments, Howe’s ammoniacal sil
ver nitrate, rubber dams, prevented dentistry; had 
articles published in Omaha Chronicle; contribut
ing author to G. V. Black’s textbook.

Family— Wife, Pauline; one daughter.

G. Herbert Seberg
Hastings

Professional Education—University of Nebras
ka, D.D.S., 1944.

Practice— General practice in Hastings.
Military—Army, 1944-1946.
Fraternities—Xi Psi Phi, president of Nebras

ka chapter of alumni.
Professional Organizations and Activities—

President, Adams County Dental Society ; presi
dent, secretary of Southwest District Dental Asso
ciation ; Nebraska, American Dental Associations ; 
House of Delegates, Nebraska Dental Association ; 
chairman, Council on Economics, Nebraska Dental 
Association ; chairman, Council on Dental Health, 
NDA ; chairman, Council on Student Recruitment 
and Dentist Placement, NDA; promoted organiza
tion of Council on Fluoridation, NDA ; promoted or
ganization of workshops, NDA ; board of directors, 
University of Nebraska College of Dentistry Alum
ni Association ; president, Nebraska Society of Den
tistry for Children ; fellow, International College of 
Dentistry ; Omicron Kappa Upsilon ; alternate 
delegate to American Dental Association.

Lectures— Appeared before Nebraska Society 
of Dentistry for Children, Nebraska Dental Asso
ciation, Creighton University School of Dentistry 
Alumni Association.

Civic and Church Activities— Board of directors 
and executive committee, University of Nebraska 
Alumni Association ; active in Boy Scouts ; Masonic 
Lodge ; Scottish Rite ; Shrine ; Kiwanis Club ; presi
dent, Toastmasters Club, Community Chest, Meth
odist Church Board, YMCA, Chamber of Commerce.

Family— Wife, Ellen ; two sons ; two daughters.



Dr. Seberg Dr. Shearer

William L. Shearer
Omaha

Professional Education— Omaha Medical Col
lege; Omaha Dental College, D.D.S., 1902; Univer
sity of Omaha, B. A., 1921; University of Chicago, 
M.S., 1905; Creighton Medical School, M.D., 1916.

Practice— Omaha, limited to oral surgery.
Teaching— Creighton Dental School, professor 

of oral surgery; University of Nebraska, professor 
of surgery, head of Department of Oral and Plastic 
Surgery; Nebraska College of Medicine; Interna
tional Post-graduate School of Orthodontists, Kan
sas City, Mo.

Fraternities—Phi Rho Sigma Medical Fratern
ity.

Professional Organizations and Activities—
President, Omaha District Dental Association; 
president, Nebraska Dental Association; Nebraska 
Medical Society; American Dental Association; 
American Medical Association; Omicron Kappa 
Upsilon; founder, president of American Associa
tion of Plastic Surgeons; founder, Omaha Free 
Dental Dispensary for Children; Governor for State 
of Nebraska, American College of Surgeons; Amer
ican Board of Plastic Surgery; American Society 
of Oral Surgeons; Alpha Omega Alpha Honorary 
Medical Society; Phi Beta Kappa, University of 
Chicago; Omaha Midwest Chemical Society; de
veloped many surgical procedures and instruments.

Lectures and Articles— Lectured before pro
fessional societies in 37 states on subjects related

to oral and plastic surgery and orthodontia; author 
of a textbook on oral surgery; authored articles 
published in medical and dental journals.

Civic and Church Activities— Chamber of 
Commerce, chairman of Health Committee and Na
tional Affairs Committee, Executive Committee 
and board of directors; Board of Trustees, Univer
sity of Omaha; Board of Regents, University of 
Omaha; Rotary Club.

Family—Wife, Katharine; one son; two daugh
ters.

Elmer A. Thomas
Hastings

Professional Education— Graduate of Omaha 
Dental College, 1903.

Practice— General practice in Red Cloud, Hast
ings and at Hastings State Hospital.

Teaching—Mary Lenning Nurses Training 
School, oral hygiene ; Hastings College, abnormal 
psychology.

Fraternities— Delta Sigma Delta, recipient of 
honor plaque.

Professional Organizations and Activities—
Adams County Dental Society ; Southwest District 
Dental Association ; president, Nebraska Dental As
sociation ; American Dental Association ; editor, 
State Dental Journal ; president, American Dental 
Editors ; State Board of Examiners ; chairman, 
Education Committee of Nebraska Dental Associa
tion, 15 years ; Omicron Kappa Upsilon ; honorary 
vice-chairman of NDA Centennial Committee ; 
fellow, American Dental College.

Lectures and Articles— Over 35 articles in pro
fessional journals; presented illustrated slide sub
jects in Nebraska schools and at meetings of teach
er associations, Red Cross and church affairs ; au
thor of a “ Dental History of Nebraska.”

Civic Organizations— Salvation Army Board ; 
YMCA Board.

Family— Wife; one daughter; one son.



Dr. Thomas Dr. Vance

Mark E. Vance
Lincoln

(deceased)
Professional Education— Chicago College of 

Dental Surgery, 1900.
Practice— Lincoln, 1900-1927.
Teaching—University of Nebraska, 1916-1927, 

dental ethics and economics.
Fraternities— Delta Sigma Delta.
Professional Organizations and Activities—  

President, Nebraska Dental Association; secretary- 
treasurer, Nebraska Dental Association ; recording 
secretary, Nebraska Dental Association ; delegate, 
American Dental Association ; vice-president, Amer
ican Dental Association.

Civic and Church Activities— Lincoln Kiwanis 
Club, president; First Presbyterian Church, elder; 
Nebraska Art Association, charter member.

Family—Wife, Nellie May ; two daughters.

Donald T. Waggener
Lincoln

Professional Education—University of Nebras
ka, D.D.S., 1936; City Hospital, St. Louis, Mo., in
ternship in oral surgery; Mayo Foundation, 
Rochester, Minn., fellowship in oral surgery.

Practice—Limited to oral surgery.
Teaching—Chairman of Department of Oral 

Pathology and co-ordinator of cancer teaching, Uni
versity of Nebraska College of Dentistry; associate

professor of surgery, College of Medicine, Univer
sity of Nebraska.

Military—Army, major, 1942-1946.
Fraternities—Xi Psi Phi.
Professional Organizations and Activities—

President and secretary, Lincoln District Dental 
Association ; president, Nebraska Dental Associa
tion ; Board of Trustees, Nebraska Dental Associa
tion ; president, Lincoln-Lancaster County Board of 
Health ; Nebraska Board of Health ; chairman, 
board of directors and president, American Cancer 
Society, Nebraska division; chairman, Section on 
Roentgenology, ADA; chairman, Section on Roent
genology, American Association of Dental Schools ; 
chairman, Coordinators of Cancer Teaching in Den
tal Schools of United States ; Lancaster County 
Medical Society, associate member ; Mayo Clinic 
Alumni Association ; American Academy of Oral 
Pathology; International Association of Dental Re
search ; fellow, American Academy of Oral Roent
genology ; fellow, American College of Dentists ; 
Omicron Kappa Upsilon; Sigma Xi; Federated Den
taire Internationale.

Lectures and Articles— Author of articles on 
oral roentgenology and diagnosis, oral surgery and 
oral pathology ; presented scientific papers before 
international, national, state and district associa
tions ; conducted post-graduate courses at several 
dental schools.

Church and Civic Activities—Scottish Rite 
Mason; deacon, Presbyterian Church.

Family—Wife, Margaret.

Dr. Waggener Dr. Webster



Frederick W. Webster
Lincoln

(deceased)
Professional Education—University of Nebras

ka College of Dentistry, 1909.
Practice— Lincoln, limited to oral surgery.
Teaching—University of Nebraska College of 

Dentistry, chairman of Department of Oral Surgery.
Military—Army, lieutenant, 1918-1919.
Fraternities— Xi Psi Phi.
Professional Organizations and Activities—

President, Lincoln District Dental Association; 
president, Nebraska Dental Association; American 
Dental Association; American Medical Association; 
Lancaster Medical Association; American Academy 
of Oral Pathology; American Society of Oral 
Surgeons; diplomate, American Board of Oral 
Surgery; fellow, American College of Dentists; 
Sigma X i ; founder, Nebraska Chapter of Omicron 
Kappa Upsilon; Federation Dentaire Internationale; 
consultant to Nebraska institutions, crippled chil
dren’s service, State Orthopedic Hospital and 
Veterans Hospital; recipient of University of Ne
braska College of Dentistry Alumni Award.

Lectures and Articles—Presented papers before 
medical and dental groups on subjects relating to 
oral surgery; lectured before local, state and na
tional medical and dental groups.

Civic and Church Activities—Westminster Pres
byterian Church; Lincoln University Club; Lincoln 
Country Club; Masonic Lodge; Scottish Rite; 
Shriner.

Family— Wife, two sons.

Dr. Woodbury

Charles E. Woodbury
Council Bluffs

(deceased)
Professional Education— Graduated from Bos

ton Dental College, 1887.
Practice— General practice in Iowa.
Teaching—Taught cavity preparation and gold 

foil manipulation at Creighton University School 
of Dentistry for over 17 years.

Professional Organizations and Activities—  
Organized Woodbury Study Club and was its direc
tor for many years; president, Iowa Dental Society; 
designed many dental instruments and pieces of 
equipment.

Lectures— Lectured throughout the United 
States on subjects such as porcelain and gold inlays, 
amalgam, root canals, rubber dams, caries and gold 
foil; nationally recognized authority on gold foil 
restorations.

Family—Wife, Nellie; one daughter.

Ode to a Century of Progress 
In Nebraska Dentistry

By Dr. Von Arnold
North Platte

Our state has had its hundred years 
And so has dentistry.

’Tis said some things improve with age;
W ith that we must agree.

Doc Holiday is history;
So’s his foot engine drill.

With high speed technique of today,
Dental progress continues still.

With all the wonders of our time—

Perhaps trips to the moon—

Let’s thank the Lord that we were not 
Born thirty years too soon.



Centennial Projects
So that their observance would come at the 

same time as Nebraska’s Statehood Centennial, 
members of the Nebraska Dental Association in 
1966 chose 1967 as Nebraska dentistry’s Centennial 
year. Actually, the forerunner of the Nebraska 
Dental Association, the Missouri Valley Dental 
Society, dates back to 1868—only 99 years ago. 
But Nebraska dentists noted that their Centennial 
observance would commemorate 100 years of organ
ized dentistry in Nebraska, rather than 100 years 
of an organized Nebraska Dental Association.

Centennial activities started in the fall of 1966 
when Dr. Donald Waggener of Lincoln, president of 
the Nebraska Dental Association, appointed Dr. 
Earl Lampshire of Lincoln chairman of a Centennial 
Committee. Dr. Lampshire’s assignments included 
developing as many Centennial activities as possible 
to promote Nebraska dentistry and compiling this 
Centennial “ History of Nebraska Dentistry.”

Dr. Waggener appointed a Centennial Commit
tee and a group of consultants to work with Dr. 
Lampshire. Committee members are Drs. Benton 
Kutler, Omaha; H. J. Wegener, Omaha; W. E. 
Murphy, Neligh; J. 0. Lischke, Dakota City; L. J. 
Peebles, Randolph; W. R. Van Cleave, North Platte; 
D. J. Gerner, Kimball; L. W. Furst, York; G. H. 
Seberg, Hastings; W. F. O’Rourke, Scottsbluff; H. 
S. Jackson, Beatrice, and B. J. Moran, Lincoln. Den
tist consultants include Drs. F. A. Pierson, Lincoln; 
R. L. Ireland, Lincoln; R. W. Shaddy, Omaha; A. M. 
Dunn, Omaha; L. D. Arnot, Lincoln; G. W. Kallos, 
Lincoln; G. A. James, Lincoln, and Ralph Ludwick, 
Lincoln. Joe Hageman, administrative director of 
the Nebraska Dental Association, is also serving as 
a consultant.

Committee members and consultants met with 
Dr. Lampshire to develop a format for Centennial 
activities. Then the following committees were 
set up.

Public Relations—This committee, headed by 
Dr. Greg Kallos of Lincoln, has served as a liaison 
between the Centennial Committee and all other 
committees. Other committees have reported direct
ly to it. In charge of all Centennial promotion, the 
Public Relations Committee developed the Centennial 
theme, “A Century of Progress Toward Dental 
Health.”

History— Under the direction of Dr. Earl Lamp-

shire of Lincoln, this committee compiled the “ His
tory of Nebraska Dentistry” in this publication. 
It is also developing a master file in which to store 
the large volume of material on Nebraska dentistry 
that could not be included in this history. The 
master file will be kept in the Nebraska Dental 
Association’s Central Office.

Health Fair—The co-chairmen, Drs. Gordon 
Pejsar and Bernard Moran of Lincoln, and other 
members of this committee helped establish a cor
poration to sponsor a State Centennial Health Fair 
that will include exhibits on all of Nebraska’s major 
health professions. The Health Fair Committee then 
developed a dentistry exhibit for the fair, which 
will be held April 29 to May 5.

State Fair—Headed by Dr. Judd Lischke of 
Dakota City, this committee is developing a dentis
try exhibit for the Nebraska State Fair, which will 
run from September 2 to 9.

100-Year Citizens—Led by Dr. Herb Seberg of 
Hastings, this committee is conducting surveys of 
the dental histories of Nebraska citizens who are 
100 years old or older. The surveys are to include 
a record of each person’s present oral condition.

Seal—This committee, of which Dr. Greg Kallos 
of Lincoln was chairman, developed the Centennial 
Seal on the cover of this publication. The seal is 
being used on all of the Nebraska Dental Associa
tion’s correspondence. It was also sent to Nebraska 
dentists in the form of gummed labels for their 
personal correspondence.

Banquet—Members of this committee, directed 
by Dr. Don Asbjornson of Lincoln, created a pro
gram and selected a speaker for the Centennial Ban
quet at the Nebraska Dental Association’s annual 
convention in Lincoln April 24 to 26.

Professional Auxiliary— Under the leadership of 
Dr. Paul Holmes of Hastings, this committee is 
serving as a liaison between the Nebraska Dental 
Association’s Centennial Committee and the Cen
tennial Committees of the Nebraska Dental Assist
ants Association, the Nebraska Dental Hygienists 
Association and the Nebraska Dental Laboratories 
Association. The Professional Auxiliary Committee 
has helped the Centennial Committees of these 
allied dental groups to set up committee structures 
and to co-ordinate activities with the Centennial 
Committee of the Nebraska Dental Association.



Displays— This committee, led by Dr. Don Ger- 
ner of Kimball, has developed educational displays 
to promote Nebraska dentistry. These displays are 
being shown in communities across Nebraska.

Careers—Headed by Dr. Herb Seberg of Has
tings, this committee has worked to interest Nebras
kans in dental careers.

Journal—Under the direction of Joe Hageman 
of Lincoln, this committee has been disseminating 
Centennial information through the Nebraska Den
tal Association Journal and newsletter.

Chronicle— This committee, headed by Dr. Ben

ton Kutler of Omaha, has been disseminating Cen
tennial information through the Chronicle of the 
Omaha District Dental Society.

Women’s Auxiliary— Led by Mrs. Don Edwards 
of Lincoln, this committee has been a liaison be
tween the Nebraska Dental Association’s Centennial 
Committee and the Women’s Auxiliary of the Ne
braska Dental Association. The sale of amalgam 
scrap collected by members of the auxiliary will pay 
part of the cost of this publication. The Women’s 
Auxiliary Committee has also assisted the Health 
Fair Committee.
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The men who produced this book . . . From left, Dr. Dienstbier, Dr. Kerl, Dr. Sayles, Dr. Portwood, 

Mr. Hageman, Dr. Lampshire and Dr. Shaddy.

Centennial History Committee
E. L. Lampshire, Lincoln, chairman 

Bert Dienstbier, Omaha 
L. H. Kerl, Geneva 

D. A. Portwood, Geneva 
L. E. Sayles, Overton 
R. W . Shaddy, Omaha 

J. H. Hageman, Lincoln 
H. F. Foster, Bellevue



President L. W. Furst
York

1967 Officers, Trustees 
Of

Nebraska Dental Association
D. K. Phillips, Nebraska City, president-elect

F. A. Breeze, Omaha, vice-president 
D. T. Waggener, Lincoln, 
immediate past president 

D. W . Edwards, Lincoln, secretary 
F. G. Davie, Lincoln, treasurer 

D. H. Stormberg, Omaha 
B. J. Moran, Lincoln 

P. H. Kleppinger, Beatrice 
F. W . Maixner, Seward 
W . E. Murphy, Neligh 
J. R. Seberg, Hastings 

F. W . Hecox, Cozad 
H. C. Nelson, Sidney 

H. P. Hellweg, Lincoln, 
speaker of the House of Delegates

G. A. James, Lincoln, editor of Journal
H. S. Jackson, Lincoln, secretary of 

State Board of Dental Examiners 
Howard Yost, Grand Island, 

dental member of State Health Board



Dr. Woodbury

Dr. D. A. Vance

Dr. Charles Dr. Billings Dr. Chadwick

PAST PRESIDENTS
1868 E. S. Williams, Council Bluffs
1869 E. S. Williams, Council Bluffs
1870 E. I. Woodbury, Council Bluffs
1871 J. E. Sanborn, Tabor, la.
1872 J. S. Charles, Omaha
1873 E. I. Woodbury, Council Bluffs
1874 A. S. Billings, Omaha
1875 Chalkley Thomas, Nebraska City
1876 J. W . Chadwick, Nebraska City
1877 J. S. Charles, Lincoln
1878 S. H. King, Lincoln
1879 D. A. Vance, Kearney
1880 J. W . Chadwick, Nebraska City

1881 A. W . Nason, Omaha
1882 D. A. Vance, Kearney
1883 S. H. King, Lincoln
1884 I. W . Funck, Beatrice
1885 I. W . Funck, Beatrice
1886 J. J. Willey, Wahoo
1887 W . S. Roseman, Fremont
1888 H. T. King, Fremont
1889 H. C. Miller, Grand Island
1890 H. J. Cole, Norfolk
1891 W . W . Vance, Kearney
1892 A. W . Nason, Omaha
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Dr. S. H. King

Dr. Nason



Dr. Hatfield Dr. Ivory Dr. ShannonDr. H. J. ColeDr. Sherraden

Dr. Smith

Dr. Meservey

1893 F. N. Connor, Omaha
1894 T. F. Skeede, Seward
1895 H. W . Shriver, Omaha
1896 J. S. McCleery, Beatrice
1897 J. S. McCleary, Beatrice
1898 0 .  M. Heustis, Nebraska City
1899 T. J. Hatfield, York
1900 W . A. Ivory, Wayne
1901 W . H. Sherraden, Omaha
1902 H. J. Hill, Alma
1903 H. J. Cole, Norfolk
1904 H. A. Shannon, Lincoln
1905 W . R. Smith, Pawnee City

1906 A. H. Hippie, Omaha
1907 N. H. Morrison, Red Cloud
1908 M. E. Vance, Lincoln
1909 E. A. Meservey, Kearney
1910 J. M. Prime, Oxford
1911 P. T. Barber, Omaha
1912 C. C. Farrell, Cozad
1913 E. H. Bruening, Omaha
1914 J. H. Wallace, Omaha
1915 W . A. McHenry, Nelson
1916 O. H. Cresslor, North Platte
1917 H. H. Porter, Cambridge
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Dr. Dunham Dr. Crowley Dr. Grubb

1918 S. A. Allen, Loup City
1919 G. B. Baird, Fremont
1920 W . C. Davis, Lincoln
1921 F. F. Whitcomb, Omaha
1922 H. E. King, Omaha 
1928 M. H. Dunham, Omaha
1924 E. X . Crowley, Lincoln
1925 W . T. Shearer, Omaha
1926 G. A. Grubb, Lincoln
1927 P. J. Hunter, Omaha
1928 R. W . Wintersteen, Holdrege
1929 H. A. Nelson, Omaha
1930 F. W. Webster, Lincoln

1931 E. A. Thomas, Hastings
1932 E. W . Fellers, Beatrice
1933 R. W . Ludwick, Lincoln
1934 W . A. Cox, Omaha
1935 E. A. Litchfield, Omaha
1936 J. F. Cole, Aurora
1937 L. T. Hunt, Lincoln
1938 F. T. Daly, Cambridge
1939 G. H. Fritz, Omaha
1940 G. L. Spencer, Lincoln
1941 H. E. Snyder, Columbus
1942 C. H. Schroeder, Omaha

—  84  — Dr. Fellers

Dr. Daly

f . .

Dr. PiersonDr. Spencer

Dr. Cox



Dr Bond Dr. Donahoe Dr. P. Ludwick Dr. Dunn

1943 F. A. Pierson, Lincoln
1944 J. G. Colgan, McCook
1945 Bert Dienstbier, Omaha
1946 F. W . Albrecht, Lincoln
1947 H. H. Bond, Fairbury
1948 L; A. Donahoe, Omaha
1949 P. G. Ludwick, Lincoln
1950 W . P. Higgins, Albion
1951 A. M. Dunn, Omaha
1952 M. C. Pedersen, Lincoln
1953 C. C. Lillibridge, Crete
1954 F. L. Paynter, Omaha
1955 L. E. Myers, Omaha

1956 T. P. Mullins, Chadron
1957 N. C. Carlson, Lincoln
1958 W. H. Brennan, Omaha
1959 C. E. Baker, David City
1960 W . W . Lamphere, Lincoln
1961 H. A. Merchant, Lincoln
1962 Howard Yost. Grand Island
1963 L. D. Arnot, Lincoln
1964 A. R. Sofio, Omaha
1965 F. J. Brown, Genoa
1966 D. T. Waggener, Lincoln
1967 L. W . Furst, York
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Nebraska Dentistry Today
The statistics came from the American 

Dental Association’s Survey of Dent,al Practice for 1965 and 
Nebraska Dental Association records for 1967. Fees are based on 
a fee schedule approved by the Nebraska Dental Association.

Dental practice in the 1960’s has had a flavor 
all its own— a flavor unlike that of dentistry in any 
other decade in Nebraska’s history. The following 
commentary and statistics will give future dentists 
a taste of this flavor of the 1960’s. Dentists of to
day are invited to indulge in the material, too.

Offices
Interior decorators outfit many offices. Their 

goal is an atmosphere of friendliness and relaxation. 
Attractive colors are used. The use of carpeting has 
increased. Room lights are adequately bright. 
Operating lights don’t create enough heat to make 
a patient uncomfortable and can be adjusted so 
they don’t shine in his eyes. The trend is toward 
simplicity and efficiency in operatory.

About 80 per cent of today’s dentists have more 
than one treatment room and operating chair. Older 
dentists have the fewest chairs. Most middle-aged 
and younger dentists have from two to five operat
ing chairs. A typical progressive office, which 
might cover a thousand square feet, would include 
treatment rooms, a reception room, a business office, 
an education room, a private office for the dentist, 
an X-ray developing room, a storage room and a 
restroom. Despite an increase in group practice, 
there are more single-dentist offices than group- 
practice offices today.

Staffs
Dentists employ more dental assistants than 

other personnel, followed by secretaries, hygienists 
and laboratory technicians. A progressive dentist 
would have a receptionist or secretary, a full-time 
chair-side assistant, a part-time assistant and a 
part-time hygienist. More dentists, especially those 
engaged in group practice, are employing their own 
laboratory assistants.

Collecting Fees
Most dentists send out statements. Accountants 

have begun to take over the bookkeeping chores

handled by receptionists, secretaries or dental 
assistants.

Most patients use ap individual dentist’s post
payment plan. This gives them from three to six 
months to pay. Dentists who allow patients to use 
this plan usually charge no interest.

Some dentists use a dental association post
payment plan, usually in co-operation with a bank. 
Under this plan, patients have from six to 12 
months to pay the bank. Interest is about six per 
cent. The bank deducts between two and five per 
cent of the patient’s payment and sends the rest 
to the dentist.

Some patients are using pre-payment plans de
veloped by insurance companies.

Government Programs
In the past 30 years Federal and state agencies 

have initiated dozens of health care programs that 
have included dental treatment. Today over 95 
programs, paid for by government grants and sub
ject to government control, provide dental care for 
children. The American Dental Association has 
approved its own National Dental Care Program for 
Children to complement the government programs. 
Pilot cities are being selected for the association’s 
program.

Dentist, Patient Numbers
All dentists (including teachers and retired)...................................928
Members of Nebraska Dental Association........................................768
Dentists under age 35................................................................ 129 or 13.9%
Dentists age 35 to 44................................................................. 194 or 20.9%
Dentists age 45 to 59................................................................. 212 or 22.7%
Dentists age 60 and over........................................................  393 or 42.5%
Endodontists ........................................................................................................ 2
Oral pathologists ............................................................................................... 0
Oral surgeons .......................................................................................................l i
Orthodontists .......................................................................................................27
Pedodontists .........................................................................................................n
Periodontists ........................................................................................................ 4
Prosthodontists .................................................................................................  1
Public health dentists...................................................................................... 2
State population (1960 census)..................................................... 1,411,330
Percentage of state population urban.................................................5 4 %
Percentage of state population rural.....................................................46%
Average patients served by each dentist in a year....................1,325
Average patient sittings per year....................................................... 3,000
Dentis>t/patient ratio ......................................................................1 to 1,552

Time at Work
Average weeks per year for all dentists................................................ 4 7
Average hours per week for general practitioners.......................... 4 4
Average hours per week for specialists.................................................4 2



Costs
Overhead as percentage of gross income............................................44%
Equipping a treatment room ..............................................................$12,000
Average office rent per square foot per year..................................$4
Nebraska Dental As-sociation annual dues........................................ $60
American Dent,al Association annual dues........................................ $40
Registration fee at Nebraska Dental Association’s

annual convention .................................................................................... $3

Incomes
Yearly average for all dentists......................................................$17,250
Yearly average for non-salaried dentists..................................$18,000
Yearly average for ¡all specialists....................................................$25,500
Yearly average for non-salaried specialists...............................$30,600
Monthly average for receptionists.......................................................$325
Monthly average for dental assistants...............................................$300
Monthly average for hygienists.............................................................$500

Fees
Prophylaxis ...........................................................................................................$7
Examination ........................................................................................................ $6
Intra-oral series of radiographs..............................................................$16
Single radiograph ............................................................................................. $2

Patient education.............................................................................. $10 to $20
Medication .............................................................................................................$3
Fluoride treatment ........................................................................................ $10
One-surface amalgam restorations......................................................... $6
Two-surface amalgam restorations........................................................$10
Three-surface amalgam restorations.....................................................$15
One-surface gold inlays.............................................................................. $20
Two-surf,ace gold inlays.............................................................................. $30
Three-surface gold inlays............................................................................. $45
Full gold cast crown...................................................................................... $60
Porcelain jacket ............................................................................................. $100
Steel facing pontic............................................................................................$45
Porcelain veneer pontic..................................................................................$75
Removal of tooth................................................................................................. $6
Surgical removal with bone impaction..................................$45 to $60
Frenectomy ........................................................................................................ $25
Fracture ..........................................................................................$150 to $200
Anterior chrome crown..................................................................................$14
Posterior chrome crown................................................................................$16
Partial pulpectomy .........................................................................................$10
Chrome crown and loop space maintainer.............................................. $24
Maxillary or mandibular denture.........................................................$150
Immediate denture ...................................................................................... $170
Partial denture without clasps.................................................................. $75
Clasps ...................................................................................................$20 to $25
Broken denture repair....................................................................................$18
Anesthetic ........................................................................................................... .$2
Root canal treatment...................................................................................... $50
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