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Inmate child support debt rises to 
$26,603,652. Do children benefit? 
How do we know?
By Mel Beckman, Editor, Nebraska Criminal Justice Review. NCJR thanks 
staff at Nebraska Child Support Enforcement for extra effort in developing 
statistical information for this article.

Non-custodial parents in Nebraska who go into prison 
while under obligation to pay child support, find themselves in 
a predicament. They still need to fulfill their obligation to their 
children, but now their income is, in most cases, reduced to a 
small fraction of what it was before they were arrested (prison 
income may be as low as a couple dollars per day from prison 
jobs.) How are they to meet their obligations?

No reduction of payments while in prison
Outside of prison, when a substantial reduction of in

come occurs, a lowering of child support payments is possible. 
But not so with inmates. Nebraska child support guidelines do 
not allow a lowering of the court ordered payment if a reduction 
fin income is “voluntary.” Courts in Nebraska have ruled that 
reduction of income because of incarceration is a “voluntary 
reduction.” Therefore, no lowering of the inmate’s child sup
port payments is allowed.

As a result of the guidelines and the court interpreta
tion, Nebraska inmates can accumulate thousands of dollars in 
arrearage in a short time. Not all states see incarceration as a 
“voluntary reduction of income” and allow such accumulated 
debt to occur. Iowa, for example, will modify payments of in
mates on request, to fit their current income and the number of 
their children. In fact, only about one-fifth of all the states do 
not allow downward modification of court orders for inmates, 
according to an article by Esther Griswold and Jessica Pearson: 
“Twelve reasons for collaboration between departments of cor
rection and child support enforcement agencies.” (Published in 
“Corrections Today, June 2003, page 88.)

1659 Nebraska Nebraska Child Support Enforce-
inmates have menf s best estimate, as of September,
child support 2006, indicates that approximately 1659 
arrearages current Nebraska inmates have child sup

port arrearages, and of these, 1449 also 
have current monthly support payments to make. The average 
monthly payment owed to their children is $202.55. While 
some inmates with very low monthly payments and some who 

iwork in private industry on prison grounds, or who have jobs in 
the community while on work release, might be able to make 
their payments, many more inmates cannot. That they cannot is 
demonstrated by the high average past due support they owe.

(Continued on page two)

State’s assistance program can now 
help only a few victims of crime
Editor’s note: All 50 states have Crime Victims’ Reparations Programs. The 
Nebraska Program became effective in 1979. It’s purpose is to assist inno
cent victims o f crime with medical expenses, mental health counseling, loss of 
wages, funeral bills in case of homicide, residential crime scene clean-up, loss 
of earning power, and other expenses directly related to the criminal act. 
Loss o f property, pain and suffering, and expenses not directly related to the 
crime are not covered NCJR subnutted some questions about the Program to 
the Nebraska Crime Commission, which administers the Program. Bruce 
Ayers, Chief o f the Budget & Accounting Division responded The questions 
and his answers appear below.

Q. Over a five-year period, the amount of money awarded 
to victims through the Reparations Fund went from 
$430,611 in FY 2000/2001 to $142,536 in FY 2004/2005. 
How do you account for this 67% reduction in awards? 
(Figures taken from the 2004/2005 Reparations Program 
Report)
Answer; The CVR program was funded with $210,000 general 
funds, $50,000 funds from Prison Industries, and $156,000 fed
eral matching funds (Total = $416,000) until FY 02/03.

In March, 2002, in a closed session of the Appropria
tions Committee, one senator made a motion to reduce the gen
eral fund appropriation to $20,000. The motion passed and the 
general funds were reduced by 90%. Staff from the Crime 
Commission were not aware that this huge reduction was going 
to be offered as a budget cut. It occurred after our agency had 
its budget hearing before the Appropriations Committee, so our 
Director had no opportunity to explain the purpose of the CVR 
program. There was an attempt made a few days later to restore 
these funds via an amendment on the floor of the Legislature, 
but the amendment was not adopted.

Therefore, beginning in 02/03, our CVR budget has 
been $20,000 general funds, $50,000 Prison Industries funds, 
and $42,000 federal matching funds (Total = $112,000). The 
federal funds are awarded to us at a 60% matching rate...i.e. if 
we expend $100,000 in non-federal funds, we will receive a 
federal award of $60,000 ($100,000 x .60).

O. During the same period, claims dropped from 206 in 
FY 2000/2001 to a low of 92 in FY 2004/2005. What might 
account for the drop in claims?
Answer: To adjust to this large decrease in funds, the CVR
Committee decided to restrict the types of crimes we would 
consider. We now consider only crime victims from homicide, 
sexual assault, child abuse, robbery, domestic violence, arson, 
and kidnapping. We no longer pay for assault crimes. This is 
why the number of claims processed has dropped over the last 
four years. Another factor is the Victim Assistance Centers, 
who counsel crime victims. They have been advising victims 
that the CVR funds are now extremely limited, and many

(Continued on page four)
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$26 million arrears (Continued from page one)
The total of inmate arrearages, including interest due, 

is $26,603,652, according to Nebraska Child Support Enforce
ment, for an average of $16,036 per inmate. Further analysis of 
Child Support Enforcement records would be needed to deter
mine what portion of those totals was accumulated by the in
mates prior to going to prison and what was accumulated since 
their incarceration.

No matter when it accumulated, coming out of prison 
with such debt and faced with difficulties in finding a job and 
housing, it wouldn’t be surprising if some newly-released in
mates would be bitter and tempted to “go underground,” or at 
least avoid seeing their child support case managers for awhile.

Not to worry about the arrearage?
Inmates with large child support debt apparently need 

not be so worried about that debt as to avoid going to see their 
case manager after release from prison. In interviews at the 
state Child Support Enforcement Office and the Douglas 
County Office, officials made it clear to me that getting pay
ment of the arrearage and interest is not their main concern. 
Their first focus is to get the current payments started again so 
that the children receive regular support. Case managers have 
considerable discretion about whether to require or postpone 
partial payments on the debt, especially when the payments go 
to the state rather than to the custodial parent. (When a custo
dial parent has received public assistance, the child support 
payments go to the state.) Garnishment of wages, suspension 
of licenses, and prosecuting are tools used only for those seek
ing to avoid their obligations.

The policy of putting the accumu
lated debt “on the back burner” is viewed 
as pragmatic also on the national level.
The Fiscal Year 2005-2009 Strategic Plan 
of the national office (page two) provides 
that child support enforcement should aim 
primarily at consistent, reliable payment of 
current support, even i f  it means compro
mising uncollectible arrears to bring the 
non-custodial parent back into the fold.

However, since discretion about 
the arrearage is exercised at the case man
ager level, one can still wonder whether 
this policy is observed consistently from 
county to county and from one caseworker 
to another. The large case-loads of case 
managers causes one to wonder how much 
time can be given to accurately determin
ing released inmates’ true capacity to make 
payments. (The Douglas County Child 
Support Enforcement office, for example, 
has 36,000 families and 71 case managers, 
with an average of 507 families per case 
manager) A survey of prisoners who had 
large arrearages and did contact Child Sup
port Enforcement upon release could pro
vide some insight into how the policy is 
actually implemented in individual cases.

Does accumulated inmate debt really benefit children?
As cited above, Nebraska is one of a minority of states 

which does nothing to prevent the accumulation of large child 
support debt by those who are incarcerated. Many would argue 
that this is as it should be—that the inmates’ children have a 
right to the amount of support which they would have received 
if the inmate had not gone to prison. Even if the released in
mate cannot pay the past due support immediately, he/she 
might be able to do so in years to come, they would say, and 
thus, the possibility always remains that the children will even
tually get what is due to them. (There is no statute of limita
tions in regard to past due child support)

While it might seem to be a reasonable assumption 
that children will eventually benefit, no one seems to be testing 
that assumption. Many questions go unanswered. For exam
ple, in what percentage of cases, over a given period, do in
mates’ children eventually receive more support than their cur
rent payment because the inmates are indeed paying on their 
debt? In how many cases do they not? Or, more importantly, 
does the burden of a $15 thousand or $20,000 past-due support 
debt have any effect on whether an inmate begins to make cur
rent child support payments? In how many cases do released 
inmates with past-due support fail to begin current payments? 
Is there any correlation between those who do poorly on cur
rent payments and those who have the higher amounts of debt? 
Research is needed to make a determination of whether, and in 
how many cases, the policy of not modifying child support pay
ments for prisoners is actually helping children (or whether, on 
balance, the policy is counter-productive.)

N e b r a s k a  /  I n m a t e s  w i t h  S u p p o r t  o r d e r s N u m b e r s  /  $
Num ber o f Support Orders tied to Inm ates 2196
Num ber o f Inm ates with Support Orders 1449
Num ber o f M ale  Inm ates with Support Orders 1350
Num ber o f Fem ale Inmates with Support Orders 99
Num ber o f Inm ates with Multiple (m ore than one) Support Orders 735

Num ber o f Inm ates with Total Monthly Obligation < 100 557
Num ber o f Inm ates with Total Monthly Obligation 100 -1 9 9 .9 9 312
Num ber o f Inm ates with Total Monthly Obligation 20 0  - 299 .99 248
Num ber o f Inm ates with Total Monthly Obligation 30 0  - 399 .99 140
Num ber o f Inm ates with Total Monthly Obligation 4 0 0  - 49 9 .99 92
Num ber o f Inm ates with Total Monthly Obligation >= 500 .00 100

Average monthly Amount due per Inm ate * $ 20 2 .55
Lowest monthly Amount due per Inm ate * $ 5 .00
Highest monthly Amount due per Inmate * $ 3 ,2 97 .0 0

Average monthly Amount due per O rder * $ 13 3 .65
Lowest monthly Amount due per Order * $ 1 .00
Highest monthly Amount due per O rder * $ 1 ,8 00 .0 0

Num ber o f Inm ates Currently in Arrears * * * 1659
Total Am ount of Arrears Owed by Inmates $ 2 0 ,131 ,150 .27
Total Am ount of Interest Owed by Inmates $ 6 ,472 ,502 .51

* T h e  reaso n  th ere  is a d iffe ren ce  betw een  m o n th ly  am o u n t du e  per  
in m ate  an d  m o n th ly  am o u n t per o rd e r is th a t s o m e  inm ates h a ve  m ore  
than  o n e  s u p p o rt o rd e r

" " T h is  n u m b e r is d iffe re n t th an  N um ber o f In m ates  w ith  orders  
as s o m e  in m ates  have ju d g m en ts  th a t have s to p p e d  th a t are  s till in 
arrears . '

Above figures supplied by Nebraska Child Support Enforcement.
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Reintegration of ex-offenders is also important
In addition to helping children obtain the support 

they need, the State has both a security and financial interest in 
helping offenders reintegrate into the community after they are 

(released. If the difficulties of reintegration are too great and the 
offender returns to crime, the community will be less secure. 
And if he is re-incarcerated, the cost to the state may well be 
much greater than the amount the State might have collected in 
past due child support. (The annual cost of incarceration in 
Nebraska is $26,031 per inmate according to the Nebraska 
Dept, of Correctional Services.) Thus, research is needed in

this regard as well. Does the policy 
of allowing child support debt to 
accumulate in prison have any bear
ing on how many inmates return to 
crime and prison? How many in
mates with large amounts of child 

support debt are re-incarcerated? Are they more likely to be re
incarcerated than inmates who do not have this debt?

The annual cost of 
incarceration in Ne
braska is $26,031 
per inmate

Hopefully, the Legislature, the courts and Health and 
Human Services will arrange for research on which a determi
nation can be made as whether the State’s present policy on 
inmate child support orders is beneficial or counter-productive. 
Without such new information, the status quo will no doubt 
remain unchanged by the Legislature.

While the research progresses, Nebraska should con
sider providing some tangible incentives for released offenders 
to begin making their current payments. Other states are doing 
so and Nebraska, which imposes a heavier child support burden 

' on offenders than most states do, should be interested in doing 
the same. Incentives sometimes work better than sanctions.

Dept, of Corrections moves to cope with 
demands of a growing inmate population
By Steve King, Administrator, Planning, Research and Accreditation Section o f 
the Nebraska Dept, of Correctional Services.

The Nebraska Department of Correctional Services has 
effected a number of internal changes during the last few years, 
which have been designed to better enable the agency to oper
ate more effectively and efficiently and meet the increasing 
demands of a growing inmate population.

One of the first changes involved a review and modifi
cation of the Department’s smoking policy. Offenders at the 
Community Correction Centers in Lincoln and Omaha were 
being held to the same policy as inmates within our secure insti
tutions, although while on work release they could smoke while 
at their job site, if so permitted. Problems obviously arose 
when these offenders returned to the Centers following work 
with their cigarettes. They frequently violated Center rules, 
which ultimately resulted in many offenders losing their work 
release status and moving up the custody ladder.

This policy change kept offenders involved in the critical rein
tegration processes that the work release centers offer.

Another change involved a move to a research-based 
classification system. Since 1990, the Department’s prison 
population has increased to 189 percent of the 1990 level. 
Since 1990, the number of inmates being admitted to prison has 
increased dramatically. Controlling and servicing the rising 
population within available resources has become more critical 
with each new admission.

As a result, there is a need to develop a responsive 
prisoner intake system that will facilitate and expedite appropri
ate custody, housing, and programming decisions. It is equally 
vital to ensure that such decisions are based on the most reliable 
and viable assessment tools available to the correctional field. 
For each admission, a systematic and highly structured intake 
process is required to determine (among other things) the pris
oner’s custody level, his/her medical and mental health needs, 
and appropriate assignment to in-prison programs and/or ser
vices. Clearly, accurate internal and external classification de
cisions are critical for a well-managed, safe prison system, and 
play a critical role in successful reintegration.

This rigorous change to the Department’s classifica
tion and assessment process has resulted in:

• Enhanced and timely data sharing among intake facilities, 
and other agencies.

• Linked management information systems
• Validated risk and needs assessment tools
• Maximization of resources by insuring that bed space 

needs are accurate.
• Ensuring of the safety and security of correctional systems
• Inmates better prepared for reintegration

This research-based classification system was imple
mented in July 2005. The system has been validated, and will 
be re-validated every 3 to 5 years. The new classification sys
tem has allowed the Department to have great confidence in 
moving inmates to lower custody levels, i.e. minimum and 
community custody, while continuing to protect the public. 
Although this has resulted in greater crowding in low custody 
facilities, we have benefited by more modest growth in high 
security units and, also, this practice gives us more and better 
candidates for parole consideration.

Finally, one of the more recent changes resulting from 
the classification system study is the move to increase the of
fender population at our Community Corrections Centers in 
both Lincoln and Omaha. Populations at both centers were 
doubled. This allowed the Department to maximize the number 
of offenders at the community custody level. It also made 
populations at the Department’s higher custody levels more 
manageable.

Although DCS certainly wants offenders to be held
(accountable 
showed that

for their behavior, a review of Department policy 
it was counterproductive to the overall objectives

of the agency. The resultant change in policy allowed offenders 
who smoked to do so outdoors in designated smoking areas.

The Nebraska Dept, o f Correctional Services address is P.O. Box 94661, 
Lincoln NE 68509. Phone: 402-471-2654. Fax: 402-479-5623. Much infor
mation about the Department and its facilities can be found on its website: 

www.corrections.state.ne.us

See additional discussion of overcrowding on pp 8 and 9
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Jails for profit: a moral outrage in 
Nebraska
By John Krejci, Emeritus Prof, of Sociology & Social Work. 402-466-8460

With some regularity I read reports in the Lincoln and 
Omaha papers that tell of a small Nebraska town floating bonds 
to build a new jail. The alleged purpose is to expand and up
date their aging facilities. However, since they always oversize 
them, it seems they are really promoting economic develop
ment. I’ll call it the “jail cells for sale” business.

Saunders County (Wahoo) is the latest example. A 
bond issue of 13 million dollars was overwhelmingly approved 
by the voters, to build a 140 bed jail, in the hope that inmates 
from other communities would be housed there at from $45 - 
$75 a day, and thereby pay off the bonds. Saunders County is 
following the trend. According to the Omaha World Herald, 
“In the past five years...Butler, Cass, and Platte (counties) have 
built new, oversize jails to cash in on the prison market.” The 
mantra seems to be: “Build them and they will come...paying 
their way and retiring our bonds and reducing our taxes.”

I know small towns in Nebraska are struggling and 
searching for economic development projects as well as looking 
for ways to reduce their taxes. But is this the “Good life of 
Nebraska” that we strive for—building jails for profit? It is a 
little like participating in the slave market. Most local inmates 
are poor and uneducated, and many are in need of mental health 
services or drug rehabilitation. To drag them away from their 
homes, perhaps in Omaha or Lincoln, or elsewhere in the state, 
and warehouse them far away from their families, is neither 
good corrections or humane practice. Most of these inmates are 
non-violent offenders, many suffering from mental illness or 
drug addiction. Rural jails have precious few incentives for 
rehabilitation.

A friend of mine, a prisoner of conscience under Fed
eral control, was housed in a prison for profit in Holton, Kansas 
and described the place as a hell hole. When profit is involved, 
the services sink to the lowest— bad food, a filthy environ
ment, no educational resources (there were about ten books in 
the whole facility), and even a shortage of toilet paper, which 
was issued weekly and had to be used for all types of cleaning! 
Do we want to move in this direction in Nebraska?

Prisons are one of the biggest growth industries in the 
U.S. We incarcerate more than 2 million persons—more than 
any other country. We recently surpassed China. It is not sur
prising that small towns want a piece of the action. However, 
in addition to the questionable moral dimension, there is a 
downside. If so many small towns keep building jails, the num
ber of cells will eventually surpass the inmate population and 
there will be empty, non-paying cells. And with high gas 
prices, transporting inmates has become more costly. Not to 
mention the costs to the families of inmates commuting to rural 
Nebraska to visit their loved ones.

And there’s the possibility of local backlash, ie. 
NIMBY (Not in my back yard). Prisons are light years from 
the highest form of economic development. People do not like

to live near jails or have their community known for its large 
jail.

And don’t forget the race card. Dodge County jail 
Director Doug Campbell stated the issue clearly, “Housing out 
of town prisoners can bring a negative element to a commu
nity.” Because some inmates in his jail have ties to Omaha’s 
gangs and violent crime...’’Your local criminals are a little 
more settled in the community. We have Omaha gang-bangers, 
and you draw their friends and relatives to come visit...They 
come out to this nice, quiet community, check out the security, 
and find it as an easy mark.” Translation: Give us your paying 
prisoners, but keep their nasty relatives out of our town.

And finally, and this could be a saving grace, there is 
the movement toward community corrections. Community 
corrections is aimed at keeping non-violent offenders o u t  of 
prison and giving them education and treatment under intensive 
supervision in the community. This makes a great deal of sense 
both economically and from a humane perspective. If it suc
ceeds, it will lessen the number of jail cells needed, and “jails 
for profit” m ay end up w ith  em pty, n on-paying cells . A nd Saunders, 
D od ge, Platte C ounty and the others w ill have to cut prices and g iv e  
low  bids to attract n ew  inm ates. A nd w h o w ill pay o f f  the bond debt?
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Assistance program (Continued from page one)
victims will then decide to not file claims for compensation.
We could easily disburse $400,000 or more each year if our 
funding had not been reduced, and the actions in the previous 
paragraph had not been taken.

Q. What has the Unicameral appropriated for the Pro
gram, on average, during the past five year period? 

Answer: It should be noted that most states (41) fund their 
CVR programs with fines, fees, court costs, and surcharges, and 
not with state general funds. There have been recent attempts 
to pass legislation that would provide Nebraska’s CVR program 
with revenues from surcharges and fees. In 2005, LB 93 was 
introduced to add a surcharge to court cases, with part of the 
revenue directed to the CVR program. In 2006, LB 1044 was 
introduced to allow the Department of Corrections Director to 
deposit up to 5% of wages from work release programs to the 
CVR program. The DCS Director testified in favor of this leg
islation. Unfortunately, both legislative bills failed to pass.

Q. What level of funding is being provided by surrounding 
states for their Crime Victims’ Reparations Funds? 

Answer: Iowa’s program is funded with fees and surcharges 
and has a budget of $8,700,000. The CVR program in Kansas 
is funded with court costs, inmate wages, and administrative 
fees from inmates. It has a budget of $ 1,222,000. South Da
kota (with a population of 755,000) funds its program via court 
costs, and has a budget of $378,000. Wyoming (population 
500,000) funds its program with surcharges and restitution pay
ments and has a budget of $782,000. Finally, North Dakota 
(population 642,000) receives only state general funds for its 
program, and has a budget of $426,000.
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More about the Crime Victims’ Reparations Program can be found on the 
Crime Commission’s website: www.ncc.state.ne.us.

http://www.ncc.state.ne.us


Nebraska Criminal Justice Review - September, 2006

The Lincoln Regional Center’s Sex Of
fender Services Program
Editor’s Note: On August 4, 2006, the Nebraska Legislature’s Performance 
Audit Committee released a report about the Lincoln Regional Center’s sex 
offender program. The Committee called for revision o f the program’s trans
fer and discharge policies, more documentation o f the reasoning behind 
decisions that are made and more formal involvement of clinical staff mem
bers in discharge decisions. The Report also contained some bits of informa
tion about the program itself which may be o f interest to NCJR readers. 
Some of this informational material is offered below.

Three steps in the program The first step in treatment is in
tensive sex offender-specific therapy. That step, called 
“inpatient services,” can serve up to 64 offenders at one time. 
The second step is called “community transition services,” dur
ing which the focus is less on sex offender-specific therapy and 
more on helping participants develop the skills needed to suc
ceed in the community following discharge. This step can 
serve up to 16 offenders at one time. The third step is “post
discharge.” Some sex offenders may volunteer for or be re
quired to participate in post discharge treatment provided by the 
Lincoln Regional Center. This treatment consists primarily of 
weekly support group meetings, led by clinical staff.

Cost of the program The Audit Committee estimated that the 
program spent about $7.3 million during FY2004-05. The inpa
tient part of the program was $5,850,000 for 64 participants, or 
$91,000 per person. The community-transition part cost 
$1,390,000 for 16 participants, or $87,000 per person. A total 
of $90,000 was spent on the post-discharge part of the program.

Length of treatment As of May 15, 2006, there were 78 sex 
offenders in the program: 63 in inpatient services and 15 in 
community transition services. On average, the 78 sex offend
ers currently in the program had been in the inpatient services 
part of the program for 2.8 years. (The actual length of inpa
tient services treatment for each sex offender ranged from less 
than a month to more than 15 years.) On average, the current 
participants in community transition services had been in that 
part of the program tor six months.

Previous participation Of the 78 sex offenders currently in 
the program, 59 (76%) were participating for the first time, but 
19 (24%) had previously participated in the program. Two of 
the 19 sex offenders had previously participated in the program 
twice, and one person had previously participated three times.

Copies of the report, entitled “The Lincoln Regional Center’s Sex Offender 
Program,” are available upon request from the Legislative Audit and Re
search Office (State Capitol, Box 94945, Lincoln NE 68509) and online: 
www.unicam.state.ne.us/reports/lrd/programeval/perfaudit_0608 lrc.pdf.

Oversight and Accountability

Most correctional facilities are surrounded by more 
than physical walls; they are walled off from exter
nal monitoring and public scrutiny to a degree in
consistent with the responsibility of public institu
tions. (a finding o f  the Commission on Safety and abuse in
America’s prisons, published in the Commission’s June 2006 report, Con
fronting Confinement, page 15.)

Bobby Loud is new Co
ordinator for prison 
education
In July of this year, Metropolitan 
Community College announced 
the appointment of Mr. Bobby 
Loud as Nebraska Corrections 
Education Coordinator. Loud has 
been with Metropolitan Commu
nity College since 2002 as a Tran
sitional Specialist with program.
He has experience in program 
development and management, human resources, education and 
community relations. He will assist the statewide correctional 
education staff in providing the highest quality educational ser
vices and support to the incarcerated population in Nebraska.

Statistical data from the Department of 
Correctional Services
The following statistics are from the July 31, 2006 monthly data sheet pub
lished by the Nebraska Dept, o f Correctional Services.

Nebraska’s inmate population totaled 4,398 as of the 
end of July. For 857 of these (19.2%), the most serious offense 
was drug related. The other offenses are listed below, along 
with the number of inmates for whom these crimes were their 
most serious offenses.

Offense Population % of Population
Sex offenses 618 13.8%
Assault 519 11.6%
Homicide 498 11.1%
Theft 420 9.4%
Robbery 401 9.0%
Burglary 361 8.1%
Motor Vehicle 251 5.6%
Fraud 193 4.3%
Weapons 78 1.7%
Restraint 52 1.2%
Morals 45 1.0%
Arson 28 0.6%
Other 155 3.5%

Inmate Custody Classification
Custody Total Per % O f
Level Custody Level Total
Maximum 1135 25.8%
Medium 1412 32.1%
Minimum 1308 29.8%
Community 543 12.3%
TOTAL 4398 100.0%

Random in-prison testing for drugs of abuse
Baseline test, 1997: 12.5% tested positive
2004 average: 1.25% tested positive
2005 average: 1.66% tested positive 
20061st Quarter: 2.72% tested positive

Bobby Loud
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Which Army are you going to represent?
By Joy Bartling, Omaha. 402-740-8237. JoyCIA@cox.net.

As I sit here trying to put down my thoughts on paper 
about how it is now that I’m no longer behind bars, I’m remem
bering many of you whom I have left behind. My prayers are 
with you, and I hope that this story will touch your heart and 
you will know that freedom comes from inside of you and is 
not of this world.

It’s not easy when you step out from being incarcer
ated, and if I hadn’t gone through the changes from within my
self that I made this last time, I could not promise myself that I 
wouldn’t return to crime. I have been in and out of prison for 
the past 20 years, and I always thought I had it together when I 
got out, and for the longest time I did. But then I would forget 
who was in charge of my life and I reverted back to my old 
nature and repeated my crime over again.

I’m not going to tell you my story because in all reality 
all of our stories are the same, we became selfish and were not 
satisfied with what our needs were. We wanted more, and we 
didn’t care what it took to get it, and most of all it didn’t matter 
who we hurt to get what we wanted. It didn’t matter whether 
we were trying to get a quick fix on drugs or drinking, or if we 
were trying to have all the material things of this world, which 
only filled that void inside of us for a passing moment. We 
didn’t care who was in our way, we were going to make it hap
pen.

I just want to share some of my experience. I took a 
deep look inside myself and found out that I had repressed 
years of abandonment that I had felt from my childhood, and I 
some how blocked it out of my teenage and early adulthood. 
I’m sure some of you reading this have had the same issues in 
your life, just wanting to know you are somebody, not being 
taken advantage of, or abused in some cases. We all have had 
some type of feelings that have been held inside, and because 
our parents also had parents who had issues, the cycle contin
ued.

I know we all have heard through our many classes 
that we have had to take inside, that we have to break the cycle. 
You know what? They are right, but no one shows us how, 
and we are told to not get close to anyone. We are all con
flicted, and how can we help each other? All we know is how 
to do crime. Everyone in the world at some point in their life 
has committed a crime or sin (same difference), and you know 
what? We are the better individual because we are serving our 
punishment. You are asking how that is better? You have the 
time now to make a difference. This is your season to become 
productive to make a change in your life and those around you. 
So now what do we do about it? I had to search my heart and 
find out what really hurt me. There was pain and hurt I didn’t 
even acknowledge as I grew up. And most of all, we learn to 
cover up the pain and fill those holes in our lives with negative 
behavior that makes us feel like we have accomplished some
thing.

I finally have come to my season in life with Jesus and 
know that the road that I chose to travel was for my best interest

and made me the person I am today. It has not been easy since 
my release, but most of all I have learned that I don’t have to do 
it on my own. There are people in the community who want to 
be our mentors and stand beside us, no matter what we have 
done or who we have hurt. You have been forgiven and you 
must know that if you only forgive a little, so Jesus will only 
forgive you a little. He has asked you to forgive just as He for
gave those who persecuted Him.

Most of all what I have learned in the past few months 
since my release is I’m not in control, and that I have to have a 
support team to give me input, even though the last thing we 
want when we walk out those doors is some more people telling 
us what to do. These people are sincere and want to see ex
felons become productive. It is we who have been in the sys
tem who need to be the mentors for those on the inside, and we 
have to continue to walk the narrow way of life.

Keep life simple. Life wasn’t meant to be compli
cated. We allow our lives to be busy and over commit to many 
things, and what is it really about? What do you want out of 
your life? We all seem to set goals and have dreams. What are 
they if you don’t have anyone to share them with because of 
selfishness? And that isn’t just for those who are incarcerated 
now or have been in the past. It is advice for everyone. Our 
kids just want to feel loved and nurtured, just as we were seek
ing that when we were growing up. I know I don’t want my 
kids or grandchildren to try and find LOVE somewhere else in 
this world. Today is short and time is speeding up everyday as 
I know Jesus will be here soon.

I know I can’t change my past, but my future is bright 
and I’m going to do what I can to assist those that are going 
through what I have gone through in my life and support'you 
and let you know you are somebody and you can make a 
change. I’m going to tell you it hurts to make that change and is 
painftil, I had 40 years of tears just roll out one day. Let’s to
gether make a difference. The REAL ARMY for God is going 
to come from the prison. So pick up your armor and join the 
war against this world.

Why is incarceration on the rise?
By Teela A. Mickles Founder/CEO of Compassion In Action Inc.
Phone: 402-451-4500.

After working for more than 23 years with the popula
tion of incarcerated women and men, it has been my observa
tion that in most cases, the symptoms of criminal behavior are 
addressed rather than the disease. As the old saying goes, “an 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” A criminal act 
is the end result of a process of events that take place in the 
pathway of one’s life which may begin as early as a toddler or 
sooner. One’s environment and the way a person is valued as 
an individual or not valued will predetermine those choices 
later in life that will result in success or failure.

In today’s society, there simply isn’t enough emphasis 
placed on the value of an individual. Children are herded in 
packs at a variety of daycare facilities all year round and learn 
all the vitals of life through “group” activities. It is my opinion 
that this process of early childhood development is a necessary
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“evil” because of the demands of our society and it’s response 
to our economy. However, the damage it has done to our civili
zation is in itself, criminal because it has stripped several gen
erations of their since of personal value and self worth.

The responsibility of being a parent has been some
what charred by this process and precious lives are left to make 
their own way in the residue of rush. It’s not a race thing, a 
gender thing or even a socioeconomic thing because it affects 
every one, rich and poor alike. Young people are at risk for 
negative behavior because they simply don’t give a rip. They 
are hounded by the older generations to “respect your elders” 
when no one is respecting them as individuals and all the life 
troubling situations they must deal with at a very early age.

Youth of today must make adult decisions on a regular 
basis and have far too many responsibilities that take away 
from their development rather than add to it. They have been 
forced from their homes on a daily basis and given no choice as 
to where they would spend the majority of their time before 
they are old enough to attend school. They learned whatever 
was taught them, the good, the bad and the ugly but not neces
sarily on a personal, individual basis. Then at the end of any 
given day, a tired parent, worn out by the demands of society 
picks them up for a few of short hours of “something” and then 
the process begins again.

By the time the children go to school, they know that 
it’s their duty to “perform” for the adults around them in order 
to get good grades. Good grades mean advanced education and 
college means a good job and a good job means money. How
ever, in all the purposes given for children to “succeed” their 
identity as a valuable human being is lost in the process. If there 
environment is negative and the adults they aspire to be like are 
not equipped to validate them, they will become a product of 
that environment. Validation produces motivation for educa
tion and a successful vocation. Most people don’t understand 
the importance of personal validation and pressure is applied 
for education without motivation.

Each and every person has been created by God 
whether they believe that or not and God does not make junk, 
rejects, or mistakes. Therefore, each person created has a spe
cific purpose and perfect plan to accomplish things on this 
earth. That message is not being given to the public because it 
appears to be “religious” and folk are offended by religion. 
However, every program on the planet that is geared toward 
recovery, rehabilitation and restoration involves a spiritual 
component in order to succeed. More violent crimes are being 
committed by younger, hurt and angry people and as long as the 
focus is on the crime rather than the cause, it will continue. 
Hurt people become angry people and angry, hurt people hurt 
people.

We need to get back to the basics of life and give 
credit where credit is due. We need God in the process of life in 
order to bring a civilization back to the understanding of per
sonal value and self worth. If a person realizes how valuable 
.they are in the eyes of the One who created them and that He 
raiso has a perfect plan for their lives, they will begin to protect 
themselves as the treasure they are. Understanding that value, 
they will be in a better position to respect others and thus re
duce the need for behaviors that lead to criminal activity.

Activities planned for October, to raise 
awareness of domestic violence

According to information received from the Omaha 
YWCA, the activities below are being planned for the month of 
October: More information about them is on the YWCA web
site, www.ywcaomaha.org.

11th Candlelight Vigil to be held at Heartland of America 
Park in Omaha on October 12th at 7 p.m. Police Chief Thomas 
Warren will speak. The theme this year is “Unheard Voices Be 
Silent No More” Sponsors include Catholic Charities, the Do
mestic Violence Coordinating Council, the Ponca Tribe of Ne
braska Domestic Abuse Program and the YWCA Omaha Do
mestic Violence/Sexual Assault Program.

Kids Against Violence Art Contest YWCA Omaha is solic
iting art work from students in grades 4th to 12th. The entries 
are due on Sept. 22nd. Cash prizes are provided by PayPal and 
will be presented to the 37 winners at a reception held at 
Creighton University on October 17th.

Put Your Foot Down Against Domestic Violence” run/walk
Will be held at Elmwood Park on Oct. 21st at 9 a.m. Sponsored 
by the YWCA Omaha, this is an awareness event for the com
munity to show support of domestic violence victims. Entry fee 
is $15.

Week Without Violence YWCA Omaha has purple ribbons 
for individuals to wear in October. If one can wear it only one 
day, we ask that it be Oct. 18th during Week Without Violence.

The Progoff Intensive Journal Workshop
By Don Tilley, Lincoln.

I believe that unless we process our inner lives, using 
such methods as the Progoff Program described below, polari
ties in our nation will increase and harden. We cannot continue 
to live so superficially, allow inner violence to fester unaware, 
permit unadulterated misinformation, and expect to survive in 
an age of increasing technology—technology that, instead of 
nurturing us, turns into a monster with many vicious heads.

On October 28-29, a Progoff Intensive Journal Work
shop will be conducted in Lincoln, Nebraska at the Quality 
Suites, 216 N. 48 Street. This is an excellent program for peo
ple wanting to deepen their spiritual lives. It is also effective 
with persons in prison. The leader is Mike Gajda, a certified 
leader of the Intensive Journal method and a group therapist at a 
delinquent youth facility in south central Michigan.

The Intensive Journal Method was developed in 1966 
by Dr. Ira Progoff and has helped 175,000 people lead more 
fulfilling lives. It helps people access their feelings and experi
ences in an organized way and provides techniques for guiding 
others. Joseph Campbell stated, “The Intensive Journal Process 
is one of the greatest inventions of our time.” 
www.intensivejoumal.org. The cost is $165, with some partial 
scholarships available (amount of scholarship is determined 
during a conversation between participant and Don Tilley). 
Contact Don Tilley, 4533 Starr, Lincoln, NE 68503. Ph. 402- 
466-6622.
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L E T T E R S

Special Management Unit For Cussing?
I recently received 30 days in the special management 

unit (the “hole”) for cussing at my cellmate during an argument. 
I didn’t threaten him with bodily harm. I just used a few four 
letter words. If the “system”has become so petty as to punish 
us for such frivolous things, then every inmate, and citizen for 
that matter, should be put in the hole at least once a day.

If you attempt suicide while in prison and do not suc
ceed, your punishment is 14 days of room restriction and that’s 
it. While on room restriction, you still receive contact visits, 
are able to leave your cell and enter the yard to and from chow, 
and go to self-help group meetings. None of this is allowed 
while in the hole. Where is the “correctional” lesson to be 
learned here? That attempting to take your own life deserves 
less attention than cussing at someone, which occurs daily?

Michael Gould
Tecumseh State Correctional Institution 

Overcrowded? Yes!
Here at the Lincoln Correctional Center we are at 

161% of capacity, according to your article in the June, 2006 
issue. Well, the problems are starting to show in here. Gover
nor Heineman and Director Houston are just telling the public 
what they want to hear. What they don’t tell is that more in
mates in a facility causes higher stress, tension, fights and 
thefts.

In June of this year we had a group fight— 
approximately five inmates fighting with each other. When 
staff stopped it, one staff member needed medical attention 
afterwards. Since the increase in population, things are slowly 
being taken away. First, our yard time is disappearing because 
it takes longer to feed everyone. Second, the meals are of very 
low quality and quantity because it costs more to feed all of us. 
They make the meals smaller. Third, most fights are started 
because o f thefts or because Administration takes certain privi
leges from everyone.

At least 50% of this facility alone is eligible for parole. 
With this many people ready to leave, what’s the hold-up? The 
answer is not new prisons or community corrections. The an
swer is parole the people now!

Michael Hardesty 
Lincoln Correctional Center

Disconnected!
Over 70% of the population now use cell phones. 

These citizens are not criminals but use cell phones because of 
financial and mobility benefits. In 1997, the Dept, of Correc
tional Services put into effect Administrative Regulation 
205.03, along with a recording system and availability to moni
tor each and every call placed through the Inmate Calling Sys
tem (ICS). A.R. 205.03 does not allow calls to cell phones.

Since 1997, there has been great advances in the field 
of cell phone technology. This technology has driven up the 
price of land-lines so family members of low or fixed income 
cannot afford to obtain a home phone.
The Dept, of Correctional Services has been asked to change

the policy in effect to allow inmates to call cell phone numbers. 
The response of the Department was, “...these calls cannot be 
monitored,” and the request was denied. Yet, they have issued 
misconduct reports to inmates whose family have used call for
warding to their cell phone, by recording the conversation of 
the party on the cell phone.

This matter goes even further. The Department claims 
that with cell phones it is impossible for the institution to know 
where the call is going, since it is not connected to a land-line. 
When putting in a request for a number on a land-line, the in
mate uses the name, address and phone number for approval. 
What would be different with cell phones? In fact, cell phones 
now have GPS tracking. Should any question arise, one call by 
the Department of Correctional Services and they would know 
where that called party was positioned, within three to six feet.

The Director does not feel the policy is obsolete, or 
intended to discriminate. Though the policy is not intended to 
discriminate, and at the time it was put into effect it may not 
have been, by today’s standard, the policy does discriminate 
against low and fixed income families because the policy is 
obsolete. It has not been updated to incorporate the financial 
issues of today or the technology. Many inmates cannot call 
their family because of their families’ low income and inability 
to obtain a land-line. Thus, these families have been discon
nected.

George Shepard
Omaha Correctional Center

What it takes to run a good prison
The following excerpts are from a letter by Craig A. Dupree, an inmate at the 
Tecumseh State Correctional Institution, to Tecumseh Warden Fred Britten 
and Nebraska Corrections Director, Robert Houston.

“It takes four things to run a good prison: good play
ing, good praying, good food, and good medicine.” This state
m en t, L y  R u r l F a i r y  in th e  m irl-IQ Q O ’ c; w h e n  h e  h e e n m e  W a rd e n
at Louisiana’s Angola Prison, should reflect the goal of anyone 
interested in real “corrections.” Unfortunately, it is also a glar
ing accusation of what is wrong at Tecumseh State Correctional 
Institution (TSCI), where “corrections” has been replaced with 
“warehousing.” TSCI has been operating for nearly five years, 
yet it is still lacking in all these areas. Let’s examine each as
pect:

• Good playing Comparing the facilities at the Nebraska 
State Penitentiary to TSCI clearly shows where we are 
lacking. The ball field is a dangerous joke. The handball 
courts are dangerous and inadequate. The gym is too small 
for the population. There are no free weights. The weight 
machines that we do have are too few and constantly 
breaking. The music room has such limited access and 
poor recording equipment that it does little to enhance the 
musicians’ creative output. There are still not enough ta
bles, sun shelters, and restrooms, outside, and the day- 
rooms are still not accessible in the evenings. The hobby 
program here is not even worth mentioning. How can such 
a limited space possibly meet the needs of the general 
population?

• Good praying The religion department is one of the
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brighter spots at TSCI, yet there is still room for much im
provement. When staff members harass men entering the 
chapel for evening services, saying they must wear khakis 
or, worse, when the staff interrupt services or lie about 
what was said and done in a service, that doesn’t promote a 
proper spiritual atmosphere. Another obstacle is when Mr. 
Gage holds some groups to the standard of only allowing 
practices that are “faith essential” when the OM states that 
services may include aspects that are “commonly prac
ticed” in outside churches.
Good food The quality of Aramark’s product has steadily 
gone down. There are numerous examples of ways they 
continue to cut comers; consistently running out at meals, 
leaving out ingredients (ie jambalaya?, parmesan?, stir 
fry?, spices, etc.) or substituting cheaper, inferior products 
called for on the master menu (Labor Day turkey dogs, 
pseudo-fish, pseudo-chicken patty, etc.). What makes this 
such a sore subject is compounded by the poor way in 
which the canteen is ran. With such limited access, con
stant shortages of essentials, and lack of quality selections 
(we need less garbage, healthier selections) the canteen is 
barely meeting basic needs.
Good medicine This one could fill up pages! With the 
emphasis on saving every penny by limiting access to care, 
making it more difficult to obtain meds that are prescribed, 
and having a doctor of such incompetence, the problems 
here are huge. The only way anyone gets close to adequate 
medical care at TSCI is if he has an outside advocate push
ing for someone to do their job.
Good work (I added this one, but I believe it is essential) 
This is a maximum security prison with many inmates 
serving long sentences or life. There are only a handful of 
quality jobs in laundry, education, and a few other areas 
where a man can work long hours and get satisfaction from 
his work. Too many men have only ten minute jobs that 
pay only $1.21 per day. This is unacceptable. The biggest 
demon in prison is boredom. This leads to bad habits and 
negative attitudes;. The men here need to be challenged 
physically and mentally in their work. We need to be 
learning good work habits and a sense of purpose which we 
can carry with us when we do get out. Also, we need the 
opportunity to make a decent wage so we don’t have to 
rely on family members for support. More importantly, 
many men here have child support that they would like to 
meet. But instead of making payments, they are getting 
further and further behind, putting them at a greater disad
vantage when they get out.

The biggest problems at TSCI are boredom and apa
thy, or worse, despair. We do not want a free ride, but an op
portunity. It is a terrible waste of money, manpower, and po
tential to continue down the current path. Einstein said, “The 
definition of insanity is continuing to do the same thing over 
and over and expecting a different result..” So, on behalf of all 
the inmates at TSCI, I ask you to carefully examine the status 
quo and implement serious, positive change to truly make this 
an institution of “corrections.”

■ me humor from the web
A little old Italian man lived alone in the country. He wanted to 
dig his tomato garden, but it was very difficult work for him

because the ground was too hard. His only son used to help 
him, but Vincent was in prison now. One day, the old man was 
feeling so blue that he wrote a letter to his son Vincent and de
scribed his feelings and predicament.

My Dear Son Vinchenzo,
I feel pretty bad today. I cannot plant my tomato gar

den this year. I ’m just too old to dig up the garden. The 
ground is so hard, if  1 dig, it hurts my back so bad. I f  you were 
home...my troubles would be over! I  know you would dig the 
garden for me! Love, Papa

A few days later he received a letter from his son.
Yo pop, whatever ya do...DON’T dig up that yard!!! That’s 
where I buried the bodies!!! Love, Vinny

At 4 a.m. the next morning, FBI agents and local po
lice arrived and dug up the entire property. Not finding any 
bodies, they apologized to the little old man and left. A day 
later, the little old man got another letter from his son.

Yo Pop, go ahead and plant those tomatoes now. 
That’s the best I  could do under the circumstances! Love, 
Vinny

Over-crowding as families of inmates see it
The following is a position statement adopted by the Omaha Family & 
Friends o f Inmates group. FFI meets on the 4th Saturday of each month 
(except December) at 2417 Burdette in Omaha. Call 402-558-2085for more 
information.

Corrections Director Robert Houston and Governor 
David Heineman reportedly do not see a dangerous situation in 
the state’s prisons, even though the average population of those 
prisons has reached 140% of design capacity. As family mem
bers and friends of those who are incarcerated, we hope they 
are right. But phone calls and letters we receive from loved 
ones and friends inside the walls indicate cause for concern— 
considerable tension at times, as well as fighting and some in
juries. We think over-crowding is always dangerous, even if it 
doesn’t cause a riot and even if Nebraska’s prisons have less 
violence than some others.

Prison over-crowding brings with it a danger of an
other kind—the danger that prisoners will simply be 
“warehoused.” “Warehousing” occurs when a state houses and 
feeds an overly large number of prisoners and keeps them rea
sonably safe from disease and other physical dangers but does
n’t have enough money, time, personnel and space to provide 
adequate rehabilitative programming. Prisoners then spend a 
lot of time in the “warehouse” but come out not much better 
equipped to read and write, control their addictions and earn an 
honest living.

Are Nebraska’s prisons becoming warehouses? We 
don’t think they deserve such a label yet, but a slide in that 
direction is inevitable if overcrowding continues. Many in
mates would say the slide has been going on for some time. 
The public should care about this. An offender who is 
“warehoused” in prison will not necessarily make a good 
neighbor when released. And the vast majority of offenders 
are eventually released.
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The Black Panther is an African Cat
By Wopashitwe MondoEyen we Lange. The House of Au
gust Press, 2006. Van Nuys, California.

Review by Michelle E. Troxclair

Personally, having known the history of Wopashitwe 
Mondo Eyen we Langa, or simply Mondo, as he is referred to 
on the streets of Omaha, makes this review of his most recent 
work, The Black Panther is an African Cat, one that I looked 
forward to voraciously. Mondo, whom many believe is a politi
cal prisoner remnant of a time when “justice” only applied to 
persons of very light complexion and when one could be jailed 
for suspicion and vague, ludicrous laws, honed his skills as a 
wordsmith in the poetic genre.

Prior to reading his current work, I had expected to 
find the angry man whose words cut like a recently sharpened 
sword. I had very much expected that words, often used as 
weapons, would be so used by such a man having suffered such 
“injustice.” Instead, what I read in those pages were the elo
quent thoughts of man a man having fought great battles—now 
somewhat mellowed like aged whisky. However, like aged 
whisky, the bite is no less powerful. Age, experience and wis
dom, time to watch the world and the people who live and die 
upon it, have given him fodder for his product.

He ponders the plight of his people, our people, my 
people, having lived the dichotomy far too long that we now 
don the hat of hypocrisy. In “Once the New Wears Off,” he 
looks at his folly in singing, “We Shall Overcome” and “The 
Star Spangled Banner” in his youth as he clearly sees the irony 
of it all. Do we “fight the powers that be” or do we buy the 
nice house on the hill with the picket fence and send our chil
dren to private school?”

Mondo laments on what we’ve become, through no 
fault of our own other than our inability to hold onto our Black
ness in the face of Caucasian, western values bombardment. 
He still wields a bit of the old sword in these pages as a man 
who sees that the emperor has no clothes, and is not afraid to 
say it. He takes us in his time machine from past to present, 
showing us our incongruence; showing us how much we have
n’t learned; showing us our dirty laundry. By any of us, I mean 
as a nation and as Black people.

He does this when he talks about O.J. in “Runnin’ 
Runnin’” and most profoundly in “Specters.” The ghosts of 
Africans brought here against their will and the “Indians” 
forced off their lands and killed are likened unto the ghosts of 
those killed on 9/11. The plight of these ghosts rest solely in 
the hands of the ‘greedy’ and the ‘powerful.’ The dirty laundry 
of our youth is expelled for all to see in “Hard Core,” as he 
whips us to and fro in that time machine from our thuggish pre
sent to our slavish past and the idiocy of it all. What is the role 
of Black brothers and sisters in terms of their own responsibil
ity within the confines of relationships, their communities, 
American society, and the world? Mondo forces us to think 
about these things in the pursuit of freedom.

More specifically, his work attends not only political 
issues that dominate much of what we see in the world, but also

addresses those things we don’t or won’t see. In “Shoshana’s 
Eyes,” he takes a haunting peak in the day or moment of the life 
of a Black female soldier. It is touching, poignant—all those 
words we use to describe a good piece of literature. It also is so 
incredibly powerful that it should be read by George Bush, 
Dick Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld, Carl Rove, etc. How can one 
sleep at night after looking into “Shoshana’s Eyes?”

Mondo’s words are like they were shot from a bow by 
a master archer with great precision, accuracy and strength. 
Unlike bullets from a gun, as the poetry of old, there is quiet... 
They address so many aspects of the human condition, and, 
more specifically, the condition of Black people. His words 
pierce without the chaos and calamity of youth, but with the 
beauty and wisdom of age. This is an absolute for any poetry 
connoisseur.

Michelle E. Troxclair is a lifelong resident o f Omaha. She is the author of 
The Cleansim. a work focusing on the trials and struggles o f black and bi- 
racial women, black men, relationships, and our political state. Her poetry has 
been the subject o f a news article in “The Reader. ” The Black Panther is an 
African Cat is available for $9.95 plus tax at the Aframerican Bookstore, 3226 
Lake Street, Omaha NE 68111. Phone: 402-455-9200. Mail delivery to any
where in the world, including shipping, handling and tax, is $15.60.

ATTENTION! ATTENTION!
The request below was submitted by Crossover Prison Ministries, a non- 
denominational, Christian non-profit organization devoted to inmates, ex
offenders and their families.

We all need a little attention now and then. But fre
quently, we do not get what we need, especially those who are 
incarcerated. The average person is often not aware that people 
in prison are frequently abandoned by friends and family in 
their time of trouble. Attention is lacking. One of the impor
tant forms of outreach available through Crossover Prison Min
istries is our pen pal program, called “Crossover Correspon
dents.” Participating in this ministry is one way to make a tan
gible difference in the life of a person who is incarcerated. It 
will also make a difference in yours!

Crossover provides training that makes all our minis
tries safe and meaningful for interested participants. Please 
prayerfully consider how you might be involved, and then con
tact us with news of your interest at: Crossover Prison Minis
tries, P.O. Box 11562, Omaha NE 68111. Phone: 402-733- 
2795. E-mail: CrossOverPrisonMinistries@cox.net. There is 
always a greater demand for correspondents than the number of 
people willing to serve. You will be very glad you did. Join us 
in the rewarding experience of “reaching beyond the bars.

Legislative Committee Hearings
During the interim between sessions of the Nebraska Legisla
ture, various committees schedule hearings on bills or issues 
relevant to their interest. To see a schedule of such meetings, 
go to the Legislature’s website, www.unicam.state.ne.us, and 
click on “Interim Study Hearing Schedule.”

Recent issues of the NCJR
Several of the more recent past issues of the Nebraska Criminal 
Justice Review can be found on the website of Holy Family 
Church, www.archomaha.com/parishes/omaha/holyfam.html.
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BITS AND PIECES

Drive Under Suspension and lose your car? According to an 
article in the Sept. 2, 2006 Lincoln Journal Star (“17 caught 
leaving DUS cases in cars). Lincoln police presently can im
pound suspended drivers’ cars for 30 days if they are caught 
driving under suspension. But Lincoln Police Chief Casady 
was quoted as saying that, in his opinion, those caught driving 
under suspension should have to forfeit their cars. It’s like tak
ing away a weapon used in a crime, he said. The article re
ported that Lincoln police officers last month sat in court as 
people appeared on driving under suspension charges and radi
oed officers outside when they left. If people whose licenses 
had been revoked drove away, they stopped them. 17 people 
were arrested as part of the special enforcement which ran for 
12 days between July 20 and August 25.

Employer Workshops For Ex-Offenders Greater Omaha 
Community Action (G.O.C.A.) offers a monthly opportunity 
(last Friday of each month) for ex-offenders to meet and hear 
owners of companies discuss their hiring policies. Registration 
is at 9:00 a.m. with workshops from 10 to 11:30 a.m., at 
G.O.C.A., 2406 Fowler in Omaha. RSVP Dawn Cornelius at 
453-5656, Ext. 206. A transitional living group is also offered 
on Monday nights from 7-8 p.m. It is open to the public but 
most are currently incarcerated persons close to release. 
G.O.C.A. could use a donated computer to allow participants in 
these programs to prepare resumes, apply for jobs on line, etc.

Iowa/Nebraska Innocence Project The article about this 
1 project printed in the June issue of the Nebraska Criminal Jus
tice Review did not include an adddress. It is: P.O. Box 24183, 
Omaha, NE 68124. The mission of the organization is to iden
tify and exonerate individuals who are wrongly convicted of 
crimes in Iowa and Nebraska.

Rosaries not to be worn at Omaha Correctional Center
According to a copy of a petition shared with NCJR, slightly 
over one hundred inmates at the Omaha Correctional Center are 
objecting to a directive from Charles West, Deputy Warden, 
prohibiting rosaries from being worn as a religious medal. Ac
cording to the directive, “Rosaries are a set of prayer beads and 
should not be worn. Failure to follow this order will result in a 
misconduct report being issued.” The petition was addressed to 
Corrections Director Robert Houston and to Karen Shortridge, 
Warden at the Omaha Correctional Center. It was signed by 
Joe Rodriquez, President of the LaRaza Cultural and Religious 
Group.

A second petition by Tecumseh inmates In August, about 
450 inmates at the Tecumseh State Correctional Institution 
signed a petition addressed to Carl Eskridge, Assistant Ne
braska State Ombudsman. The twelve pages of text petition, in 
the form of a letter, outlined issues of concern which the in
mates say were already raised in a 2005 petition but not re
solved. Eight areas of concern were listed: rehabilitation pro-

f nms, medical services, cell searches, inmate/staff interaction, 
\  food service, disciplinary procedures, inmate grievance pro

cedures, and the canteen. Copies of the petition were sent to 
Governor Heineman, a number of state senators, corrections

officials, the media, the Federal Bureau of Prisons and to civil 
rights organizations. Thirty-five pages of documentation were 
attached to the petition.

Report of the Commission on Safety and Abuse in Amer
ica’s Prisons “Confronting Confinement” is a 120 page report 
on a high-level, year-long study of prisons and jails, with the 
assistance of the Vera Institute of Justice. The report publishes 
findings in three areas: conditions of confinement, labor and 
leadership, and knowledge and data. Hard copies can be or
dered at no charge from the Commission on Safety and Abuse 
in America’s Prisons; Attention: Mike Corradini, 601 Thir
teenth Street, N.W., Suite 1150 South, Washington, DC 20005. 
Electronic copies of the report can be downloaded from the 
Commission’s website, www.prisoncommission.org.

The John Howard Society in Canada reviews, evaluates and 
advocates for changes in the criminal justice process. The web
site is: www.johnhoward.ca/

Medical, Mental Health, 
Substance Abuse and 

Disability Services 
in Prison

Oct. 28, 2006
At the Malone Center 

2032 U Street in 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

9— 11 a.m.

This is the second semi-annual dialogue with the 
Nebraska Department of Correctional Services 

sponsored by the Lincoln and Omaha Family and 
Friends of Inmates groups. The dialogues are 
organized to address issues that are of major 
concern to family members of those who are 

incarcerated in Nebraska prisons.

Speakers

Dr. Randy Kohl,
Medical Director 

Dr. Cameron White,
Behavioral Health Administrator 

Dr. Rick McNeese,
Substance Abuse Program Director 

Liz Stanosheck,
Americans with Disabilities 

Act Administrator

For more information or to inquire about rides: 
Lincoln FFI group: 402-477-8568 
Omaha FFI group: 402-558-2085
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Ex-Felons

\ZO TB  1
for information call
1- 800- 845-3746

The above yard sign is being used by the Right to Vote Campaign to inform more ex-felons of 
their right to register and vote. (A pardon from the Pardons Board is no longer needed since 
new legislation was passed in 2005). A limited number o f yard signs are still available. Call 
402-475-1411.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
The Nebraska Criminal Justice Review is an information sharing and commu
nication vehicle for those who have any kind of stake in the Nebraska’s crimi
nal justice system. Whether you are a victim of crime, an inmate, a parent, a 
professional working in the system or a concerned tax-payer, please take the 
time to share your news and opinion with our readers.

PLEASE HELP SUPPORT THIS 
PUBLICATION FINANCIALLY

Mail your tax-deductible contribution to:
Holy Family Church,

1715 Izard Street, Omaha NE 68102
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