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A Juvenile Injustice
by Sarah Ann Lewis, Policy Coordinator for Voices for Chil
dren in Nebraska

In the most recent session of the Legislature, a bill (LB 
843) was introduced (but not advanced) to end the sentence of 
life without the possibility of parole for youth. Life without 
parole is poorly designed punishment that negates everything 
we know about adolescent brain development. It is not reha
bilitation, nor is it justice. Instead of being given a fair oppor
tunity to mature and develop, young Nebraskans are forced to 
live incarcerated, without hope of release, for the rest of their 
lives. They can only go home when they die.

Research surrounding brain development of adoles
cents confirms a guiding principle -  the distinction between 
youth and adults is not simply one of age, but one of motiva
tion, impulse control, judgment, culpability and physiological 
maturation. Adolescents simply do not have the same capacity 
to understand long-term consequences as adults.

Even insurance companies understand the difference 
between adolescents and adults. “Why do most 16 year olds 
drive like they are missing a part of their brain? Because they 
are,” concludes a full-page ad for Allstate car insurance. “Even 
bright, mature teenagers do things that are ‘stupid’,” the ad con
tinues, with a discussion of the underdeveloped part of a 16- 
year-old’s brain that deals with decision-making, problem
solving, and understanding future consequences.1

In the United States at least 2,380 people are serving 
life without parole for crimes they committed when they were 
under the age of 18. In Nebraska, we know of 24 people cur
rently serving sentences of life without parole for crimes com
mitted under the age of 18. In the rest of the world, there are no 
known people serving the sentence of life without parole for 
crimes committed when they were juveniles, according to a 
recent report by the Center for Law and Global Justice at the 
University of San Francisco School of Law.

What would LB 843 have done?
LB 843 would have provided parole eligibility after 20 

years of incarceration for certain crimes committed by youth 
less than sixteen years of age. For certain crimes committed by 
youths sixteen and seventeen years old, parole eligibility would 
begin after 25 years of incarceration. LB 843 would not guar
antee parole for a life sentence, but it would give children a 
second chance. Life without the possibility of parole is the 
most serious sanction a child in our society can face and it re
mains an issue Nebraska must address.

(Continued on page 2)

Inmates can begin to apply for modi
fication of their child support orders, 
beginning July 1.
By Mel Beckman, Editor, Nebraska Criminal Justice Review

Thanks to state legislation passed last year (LB 682.- 
which later was passed as an amendment to LB 554) and effec
tive July 1 of this year, inmates are no longer impeded from 
making application for a reduction of their child support order 
if they need one.

For years, many Nebraska inmates have fallen far be
hind on the child support payments they were under obligation 
to pay when they entered prison. They often had almost no 
income in prison, yet they could not request a lowering of their 
payments to correspond to their new level of income. As a re
sult, inmates accumulated large child support debts while in 
prison, with interest added on. The total amount of inmate 
child support arrearages, as of September, 2006, rose to 
$26,603,652. Many inmates have left prison heavily in debt,

Why were the inmates not able to request a lowering 
of the support orders? Child support rules prohibit modifica
tion of a support order if a person’s reduction in income is vol
untary. But in past years, Nebraska courts ruled that incarcera
tion is a voluntary lowering of income, something that a person 
should have foreseen as a result of crime, and for that reason,

no lowering of support pay- 
I t appears th a t senators ments was allowed for inmates. 
saw  a prob lem  with let- The new legislation provides 
ting inm ates accum ulate  that incarceration should hence-
crush ing debt in prison . ôrt̂  cons’dered an involun

tary reduction of income.

Incarcerated parents are not relieved of the obligation 
to pay child support but now their reduced income is recog
nized as reason for a possible lowering of their support orders. 
The change ensures that the rules governing modification of 
payments apply in prison, same as on the outside.

It appears that the senators saw a problem with letting 
inmates accumulate crushing debt in prison and then expecting 
them to be successful and stay out of prison when they get out. 
They also realized that, in many cases, payment of the debt 
accumulated by an inmate in prison would not even benefit his 
or her children because payments made on it would simply be 
returned to the state, which provided assistance to the children 
during the inmate’s absence.

(Continued on page 3)
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A Juvenile Injustice (Continued from page 1) country according to a 2005 Amnesty International report.

What happened in the 2008 Legislative Session?
Over the 2008 Legislative Session, Senator Dwite 

Pedersen introduced and prioritized LB 843, a bill to end the 
sentence of life without parole (LWOP) for crimes committed 
before the age of 18. After reasoned and respectful debate in 
and out of the Judiciary Committee hearing room and after gar
nering the support of a number of senators, the bill failed to 
advance out of committee. It seems politics was once again 
driving policy. Contrary to what some may argue, LB 843 is 
not a policy that is soft on crime. LB 843 was introduced and 
supported on the premise that children can and do commit terri
ble crimes and they should be held accountable, but in a manner 
that reflects their capacity for rehabilitation.

Why is this issue so important?

US Supreme Court Opinion
In March 2005, the US Supreme Court ruled that juve

niles possessed a diminished culpability, and therefore could 
not be executed. This was made to apply retroactively, thus 
removing juveniles from death row in the United States. The 
United State Supreme Court abolished the death penalty for 
juveniles in 2005, making note of emerging scientific evidence:

Three general differences between juveniles under 18 
and adults demonstrate that juvenile offenders cannot with reli
ability be classified among the worst offenders. First, as any 
parent knows and as scientific and sociological studies .tend to 
confirm, “[a] lack of maturity and an underdeveloped sense of 
responsibility are found in youth more often than in adults and 
are more understandable among the young. These qualities 
often result in impetuous and ill-considered actions and deci
sions . . . The. second area of difference is that juveniles are 
more vulnerable or susceptible to negative influences and out
side pressures, including peer pressure . . . The third broad dif
ference is that the character of a juvenile is not as well formed 
as that of an adult The personality traits of juveniles are more 
transitory, less fixed.”2

International Law
In June 2006, the U.N. admonished the United States - 

one of only two countries in the world that permitted LWOP for 
juveniles - for violating Article 37 of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, which states: "Neither capital punishment 
nor life imprisonment without the possibility of release shall be 
imposed for offenses committed by persons below eighteen 
years of age." Article 24 of the covenant states in part, "The 
State party should ensure that no such child offender is sen
tenced to life imprisonment without parole, and should adopt all 
appropriate measures to review the situation of persons already 
serving such sentence." The Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, a treaty ratified by every country in the world except the 
United States and Somalia, codifies an international customary 
norm of human rights that forbids the sentencing of child of
fenders to life in prison without possibility of release.

Disproportionate Impact on Racial and Ethnic Minorities
The sentence of life without parole in Nebraska dispro

portionately affects youth of racial and ethnic minorities. When 
comparing black rates to white rates of youth serving life with
out parole sentences, Nebraska has the 4th highest ratio in the

The effort to end the sentence of life without parole for 
youth is geared toward providing justice to those that can be 
rehabilitated, it is not intended to release persons not prepared I 
to reenter society safely. The bill still allows for life sentences, 
but it also allows for hope. The effort to end this juvenile injus
tice will continue.

1. One place this ad appeared was in US News and World Report, Septem
ber 10, 2007.

2. Roper v. Simmons, 543 U.S. 551, 569-70 (2005).

Nebraska inmates serving 1st degree life 
sentences for crimes committed before age 18

Name A&e at entering Current
prison age

Luigi Grayer* 15 53
Patrick Russell 17 52
Joseph McDonald 17 51
Rodney Stewart 17 50
Bernard Schaeffer 17 47
Kelvin Anderson 16 46
Juan Bradley 17 44
Dwayne Tucker 18 44
Dale Nollen 17 43
Sydney Thieszen 15 35
Eric Ray McCain 17 35
Christopher Garza 17 35
Johnny Ray 18 35
Ahmad Jackson 17 33
Jeremy Herman 18 32
Justeen Williams 18 32
Darren McCracken 14 28
Douglas Mantich 17 31
Jerrold McLeod 17 26
Daniel Jones 17 26
Jeremy Gamer 17 26
Earnest Jackson 18 26
Jason Golka 18 21
Jessica Reid** 18 19

* Luigi Grayer was admitted to prison in 1971. 
**Jessica Reid was admitted to prison in 2007.

Terrance Johnson, admitted to prison at age 16, 
died in prison at age 32, in 2008

Legislative action on juvenile life without parole

House of Representatives:
In December of 2007, Mr. Scott of Virginia (for him

self and Mr. Conyers, introduced H.R. 4300, which would es
tablish a meaningful opportunity for parole for each child of
fender sentenced to life in prison.

In Nebraska:
Efforts will be made to gain state-wide support for 

more appropriate sentencing of juveniles who commit murder. 
Call 402-558-2085 for more information and to help.
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Child support orders (continued from page 1)
Before passing the new legislation, senators chose to 

add on a couple of restrictions making the change inapplicable 
to anyone who is in prison for non-support and anyone who has 
“a documented record of willfully failing or neglecting to pro
vide proper support...” Further, the new legislation does noth
ing to relieve the child support arrearages accumulated up to the 
present time.

During the 2008 legislative session the senators took 
back a little of what was still allowed under LB 554—the in
volvement of the Department of Health and Human Services 
and the County Attorneys in filing applications for modifica
tion. LB 1014 this year provided that “The department, a 
county attorney, or an authorized attorney shall not in any 
case be responsible for reviewing or filing an application to 
modify child support for individuals incarcerated...” Ap
parently the state is willing to allow modifications but not will
ing to provide the needed help. If an inmate doesn’t have suffi
cient income to pay a private attorney to handle the necessary 
legal work, he/she will no doubt need to rely on inmates who 
serve as legal aides for other inmates.

While the new legislation which takes effect on July 
1 st is limited in scope and does not provide relief for thousands 
who have already accumulated large prison debts, it is still a 
substantial gain. It will allow those who have been incarcerated 
for at least a year to obtain a modification and stop the accumu
lation of debt they are now experiencing. Those who are now 
entering prison for a term of more than a year, who apply for 
modification, should be able to leave prison with very little 
child support indebtedness.

Prison Industry Enhancement Certifica
tion Program (P.I.E.) provides employ
ment opportunities for inmates
By John McGovern, Nebraska Dept, of Correctional Services

While many people are aware of the products and ser
vices provided by Comhusker State Industries (CSI), Ne
braska’s prison industries program, there is a segment of CSI’s 
business that is not as well known—the Prison Industry En
hancement Certification Program, or more commonly known 
as PIE.

In 1979 Congress created the PIE program to provide 
employment opportunities for inmates by teaching them mar
ketable skills while paying prevailing wages. PIE programs 
provide an avenue for the private sector to utilize inmate la
bor—something that benefits local companies, inmates, the 
state and the community. Only 50 jurisdictions were approved 
to participate in the program, which is overseen by the federal 
government Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) and audited by 
the National Correctional Industries Association. Nebraska is 
one of 39 states that are currently certified.

The Process
The approval process is simple and risk free. Inter

ested companies discuss their needs with CSI. If it is deter

mined that inmate labor and the products to be processed are 
compatible with CSI’s facilities and operations, the company 
completes a simple written request. Application approval is 
requested from BJA by CSI and the Nebraska Department of 
Labor is asked to provide prevailing wage information for the 
specific job categories and localities.

There are certain criteria that must be met to achieve 
program approval and compliance. These include:

•  The Legislature must provide authority to begin a PIE program, 
pay prevailing wages, and allow deductions to be taken (not to exceed 
80%) o f the gross wages for room and board, taxes, voluntary family 
support, and no less than 5% for victim’s compensation fund.

•  The company must provide written assurance that it will not 
displace private sector employees before implementation

•  Benefits, such as workers compensation must be provided

•  Written assurance that the inmate is participating voluntarily

•  Written consultation with organized labor

•  Written consultation with local private industry 
Compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act

CSI assures all the above items are taken care of and 
then a simple contract is signed. The process typically takes 6 
to 8 weeks to complete. Contact information: John McGovern, 
Deputy Director for Comhusker State Industries. 402-471- 
4597, or j ohn.mcgovem@nebraska.gov.
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The Nebraska Law Enforcement Training 
Center at Grand Island
The material below is from the 2007 Annual Report of the 
Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal 
Justice, (see website at www.ncc.state.ne.us)

The Training Center is located on a 40 acre campus 
adjacent to the Grand Island Airport, and is home for two law 
enforcement academies.

The Nebraska Law Enforcement Training Center 
(NLETC) Academy services every Nebraska agency requiring 
law enforcement certification training except the Omaha and 
Lincoln police departments who operate their own academies.

The Nebraska State Patrol Training Academy 
(NSPTA) is co-located with the Training Center Academy. The 
NSPTA handles training for both entry-level law enforcement 
law officers as well as in-service and training for all NSP sworn 
and civilian employees.

The NLETC is administered by the Nebraska Commis
sion on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice. The two acad
emies share administrative office and classroom space, 104 
double-occupancy dorm rooms, a driving track, outdoor fire
arms range, police service dog facility, carrier enforcement 
training building, on-site dining facilities, and a host of other 
police training facilities.

The Training Center’s 07/08 budget consists of Gen
eral Funds, Operations $1,903,468; Cash Funds, Operations 
$372,430; and Federal Funds, Operations $54,612.
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Correcting corrections: The failed 
U.S. prison system and how to make 
it right
By John Krejci, Emeritus Professor of Sociology and Social 
Work. Ph. 402-466-8460

Show me your prisons and I will tell you what kind of 
a people you are! The classes of citizens we choose to incarcer
ate reveal volumes about our society.

Christopher Shea, writing in the Boston Globe, said, 
“For years, sociologists saw prisons, with their disproportion
ately poor, black, and uneducated populations, partly as mirrors 
of the social and economic disparities that cleave American life. 
Now, however, a new crop of books and articles are looking at 
the penal system not just as a reflection of society, but as a 
force that shapes it. In this view, the system takes men with 
limited education and job skills and stigmatizes them in a way 
that makes it hard for them to find jobs, slashes their wages 
when they do find them, and brands them as bad future spouses. 
The effects of imprisonment ripple out from prisoners, breaking 
up families and further impoverishing neighborhoods, creating 
the conditions for more crime down the road.”

The results of “tough on crime” policies
We have paid and continue to pay a high price for the 

“get tough on crime” policies of the 1990s. Unfortunately, 
these attitudes still persist in unenlightened lawmakers up to the 
present. Since the 1990s, more persons have been sent to 
prison with longer sentences, “three strikes and you’re out” was 
created, and maximum minimum sentences laws were enacted. 
The price is one of human limitation and degradation. Prison 
populations have skyrocketed to the point that we now incarcer
ate 2.2 million persons. We have the highest rate of incarcera
tion of any country in the world. Four times that of China! 
Seven to ten times the rate of Western European democracies, 
as well as English speaking countries such as Canada, Austra
lia, and New Zealand.

And whom do we imprison? Approximately 50% of 
our prison population are minorities—African Americans have 
by far the highest rate. More African Americans are sent to 
prison annually than are in college. One in three Black males 
18-25 are in some relationship with the law—in jail, on proba
tion or on parole! Hispanics and Native Americans are also 
imprisoned disproportionately to their numbers. A huge num
ber of those in prison have been involved with drugs and alco
hol. Eighty percent have some involvement or problem with 
substance abuse and as many as 30% are incarcerated because 
of drug offenses. What might be the most tragic of all is that a 
full 25% of inmates have serious mental health problems. In 
2006, 27% of inmates at the Tecumseh prison were on psycho
tropic drugs. So who inhabits our prisons and jails? Minorities, 
people with drug problems, and the mentally ill—and most are 
also poor! In fairness, I should add that a few of these are vio
lent offenders and a danger to society. But what does this say 
about the United States? Looking at this aspect of American 
life, I can’t say that I’m proud to be an American.!

I suspect that many people keep prisons and prisoners

off their radar screens to avoid having to think about this dis
grace. Despite this denial, the further results of our law en
forcement and corrections policies cannot be ignored.

The cost of corrections is accelerating with no end in 
sight. The annual budget of the Nebraska Department of Cor
rections has more than doubled in the past decade. Projections 
estimating the cost of building and staffing future prisons in 
Nebraska are in the hundreds of millions, and Nebraska is a 
small state with a relatively modest incarceration rate—about 
half the national average. The prison industry nationally has a 
$60 billion a year price tag and is one of the biggest growth 
industries in the country. It is said that California now spends 
more on corrections than it does on education. Corrections is in 
danger of bankrupting political entities and is causing cutbacks 
in other services such as parks, health, services to children, 
roads, and education. We might ask ourselves: Is this the social 
policy that we want to pursue?

How have we put ourselves into this situation? It be
gan, as I noted, with fear and the obsession with public safety 
and punishing the “bad guys.” This mentality fit well with the 
war on drugs and the media’s focus on drug violence. Politi

cians found that if they played on this fear 
and promised to get tough on crime, they 
would more easily get elected and re
elected. Laws were passed, law enforce
ment proceeded to do their job, judges 
were hamstrung by mandatory sentencing 
policies, prisons overflowed and new 
ones were quickly built in the hope that 

we could “build ourselves out of this problem.” What we are 
beginning to realize is that we can’t.

However, what is a bane for government is a boon for 
those who make their living from the prison industry. The 
profit motive has taken on a life of its own and is voraciously 
feeding on the “lock em up” frenzy of the 90s. There is money 
to be made in the prison business. Architects, planners, build
ers are ready to “help.” Private providers of food, medical ser
vices, uniforms, electronic devices, security of all kinds, train
ing and a myriad of other services have grown up around the 
prison industry. Not to mention job opportunities for guards, 
administrators, social service workers, and support staff. Small 
counties that are economically stressed often float bonds to 
construct new county jails. I addressed this practice in “Jails 
for profit, a moral outrage in Nebraska” (.Nebraska Criminal 
Justice Review, Sept. 2006). The strategy is to overbuild the 
jail and then rent out space to other jurisdictions, such as the 
Federal Government or a large city with an overcrowded jail. 
In this way the jail is filled, the bonds are paid off, and some 
economic development is provided for the struggling town...all 
at some other taxpayers’ expense.

A friend of mine, a prisoner of conscience under Fed
eral control, was housed in a prison for profit in Kansas. He 
described it as a hell hole. When cost cutting is involved, ser
vices sink to the lowest—bad food, a filthy environment, no 
educational resources (there were about ten books in the whole 
facility) and even a shortage of toilet paper, which was issued 
weekly and had to be used for all types of cleaning!

The p e n a l sys
tem : n o t ju s t  a 
reflection o f  so 
ciety bu t a fo rc e  
tha t shapes it
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Community corrections offers a new direction
But enough of the negative. What can be done to slow 

the trend to incarcerate more and more? Amazing as it may 
seem, the solution—or at least a part of the solution is available 
right now and the cost is about one tenth that of building pris
ons. And even more surprising, it is being tried right here in 
Nebraska. The umbrella term for the solution is “community 
corrections.” Community corrections refers to a number of 
alternatives to incarceration. Contrary to popular belief, the 
vast majority of the inmates in our prisons, and particularly in 
our county jails, are non-violent offenders, pose little threat to 
society, and would be much better served with some alternative 
to incarceration. Electronic monitoring, house arrest, probation, 
quicker bonding out of pre-trial detainees, and work release are 
but a few examples that are available to judges.

In 2004, the Nebraska Legislature passed the Commu
nity Corrections Act, which set up a council of stakeholders 
from corrections, law enforcement, the courts, social services 
and representatives from the Legislature. Their task was “the 
implementation of a comprehensive community corrections 
strategy in Nebraska for purpose of reducing the incarceration 
of certain targeted felony offenders, while supporting the use of 
a continuum of community facilities and programs...” In the 
four years since the legislation, the Council has kept over 200 
felony drug offenders out of prison, i.e., on probation, and has 
set up an intensive supervision and treatment program for each 
person. Each is carefiilly monitored and evaluated. If they fail 
to follow their probation guidelines, they go back to court and 
could be incarcerated. There is as yet no definitive confirma
tion of the effectiveness of this program, but there have been 
few failures and the Nebraska prison population has decreased 
for the first time in many years.

Another Nebraska example is Lancaster County 
(Lincoln, NE), where a community corrections program— 
keeping people out of the county jail, has been so successful 
with the judges, who are sentencing alternatives to jail, that 
they had to ask for additional funds for more ankle bracelets 
used for electronic monitoring. And after only two years of full 
operation, the county jail is seeing a significant reduction in 
overcrowding. The sad irony is that the County Commissioners 
are hell bent on building a $60 plus million dollar jail before 
they see if their community corrections program can solve their 
overcrowding problem for about one tenth the cost. Their com
munity corrections program costs a little over one million dol
lars a year while the acquisition of land for the new jail cost 
over $2 million and the fee to design the jail will be more than 
$4 million. Seems they have their priorities backwards and are 
unwilling to seriously consider alternatives to their brick and 
mortar solution. The recent vote on the jail provided taxpayers 
no chance to vote down the project except a choice between 
two funding options, neither of which seem to be binding on the 
Commissioners. They have eyes but they fail to see. The tax
payers sent a signal to the commissioners by choosing not to 
give them additional borrowing options.

In conclusion, and to end on a positive note, we have 
painted ourselves into a very expensive comer by following the 
law and order model of corrections. But there is a way out. As 
one cartoonist conceived it, we can stand up in our comer, draw 
a door on the wall, mark it “Community Corrections,” and walk 
away from the no-win “get tough on crime” model of the 90s.

It will not be as easy as that, but it is possible and we need to 
seriously try community corrections or we will face the conse
quences. For more information on community corrections in 
Nebraska, go to http://www.ncc.state.ne.us and click on the link 
to the Community Corrections Council.

Book Review
A Place to Stand: the Making of a Poet, by Jimmy Santiago 
Baca. New York: Grove Press, 2001.

Jimmy Santiago Baca writes his autobiography for his 
son, hoping by breaking the silence, he can break the pattern of 
people in his family landing in prison, victims of drug and al
cohol addiction. In telling his story, he accepts responsibility 
for his. mistakes and he opens communication for others to 
avoid making the same errors.

After short visits to jail for misdemeanors or false 
charges, Jimmy Santiago Baca finds himself in Florence Prison 
with a five-year sentence. Although innocent of the charges, 
he comes to understand his dealing drugs has landed him in the 
place he called home for nearly six years. Baca decides, if he 
is to make changes for the positive he, not the criminal justice 
system, needs to change.

Baca’s first attempt to work toward a more positive 
future is to pursue his educational opportunities. His parents 
deserted their family before Jimmy started the first grade. As 
Jimmy moved from his grandparents’ house, to an orphanage, 
to a lockdown correctional facility, he missed out on the edu
cational opportunities available to him. He is now twenty-one 
years old and illiterate. In retaliation for violent activity in his 
first months in prison, the Florence staff vow that Jimmy 
would never be allowed to participate in the GED program he 
by now openly covets.

After Baca steals a volume of Romantic poetry from 
one of the staff, he manages to painstakingly sound out a few 
words of William Wordsworth’s poetry, and, word by word, he 
teaches himself to read. He moves from there to teach himself 
to write.

Jimmy’s education continues with a pen pal from the 
free world. Arranged through a prison ministry, the man who 
starts the correspondence, encourages Jimmy to develop his 
writing skills. Soon other inmates, who take a genuine interest 
in Jimmy’s future, encourage him as well. In prison, Jimmy 
finds the “family” he had seldom enjoyed growing up among 
his blood relatives.

An intense interest in poetry leads to Baca’s establish
ing contact with poets in the free world who coach and encour
age his writing. While Baca is still incarcerated, he publishes a 
few poems and begins a personal correspondence with a well- 
published female poet. This not only helps him develop his 
artistic talents, the poet provides a safe haven for Baca to live 
immediately after his release.

Jimmy Santiago Baca’s autobiography speaks to eve
ryone, not only inmates, about the importance of accepting life, 
with all its difficulties and unfairness, as one’s own opportu
nity to succeed. Baca manages to find “a place to stand” in his 
own skin and provides an inspiring example for others to do 
the same.
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B I T S  a n d  P I E C E S  o f  I N F O R M A T I O N
By Mel Beckman, Editor, NCJR

Iowa has the nation’s first racial impact sentenc
ing law

According to a communication NCJR received from 
The Sentencing Project (514 10th Street, NW Suite#1000, 
Washington, DC 20004), Iowa Governor Chet Culver has 
signed the “Minority Impact Statement Bill,” the first of its kind 
in the nation - a bill which requires examination of the racial 
and ethnic impact of all new sentencing laws prior to passage. 
The bill provides a means for legislators to anticipate any un
warranted disparities and enables them to consider alternative 
policies to accomplish the goals of legislation without causing 
undue negative effects on public safety. Representative Wayne 
Ford (D -  Des Moines) authored the legislation, House File 
2393.

The Sentencing Project, in its report, Uneven Justice: 
State Rates o f Incarceration by Race and Ethnicity, found that 
Iowa incarcerates blacks at a rate 13 times that of whites, more 
than double the national average. Bills to enact minority impact 
statements are also pending in Connecticut and Illinois.

Inmates request to be married is so far denied
ACLU Nebraska has filed a lawsuit on behalf of two 

inmates who want to get married, according to Amy Miller, 
ACLU Nebraska Legal Director. Becky Rivero is incarcerated 
at the York Correctional Center for Women and Terry Lewis is 
at the Nebraska State Penitentiary. Mr. Lewis and Ms. Rivero 
had been in a long-term relationship. When they were con
victed of conspiracy to manufacture meth and sentenced to 
prison they realized that they needed to get married to make 
sure they did not face any barriers to resuming their lives to
gether if released on parole. The Nebraska Dept, of Correc
tional Services has so denied their request to be married.

“The right to marry is one of the most basic rights in 
the Constitution,” said Amy Miller. “The State has even en
couraged the concept of marriage by passing a state constitu
tional amendment protecting marriage rights. This man and 
woman should be allowed to marry.” The case has been filed in 
the District Court of Lancaster County and asks for the Court to 
allow their marriage.

At the date of this writing, the state has not yet filed its 
response to the lawsuit.

LB 745 allows for competitive recruiting of key 
personnel by Dept, of Correctional Services

On April 17, 2008, Governor Heineman signed LB 
745 (introduced by Senator Aguilar). The bill allows certain 
agency heads, including corrections, to recruit personnel for a 
specified number of critical, confidential, or policy-making 
positions, without adhering to the usual restrictions on selec
tion, procedures and compensation. The legislation provides 
the potential to pay higher salaries for certain positions than is 
allowed by the state’s Classification and Pay Plan. Corrections 
has hired a physician for the Omaha correctional facilities under 
LB 745.

In Canada, Israel and South Africa, prisoners can 
vote w hile incarcerated. (In Maine and Vermont too)

A recent book by Jeff Manza and Christopher Uggen 
(Locked Out: Felon Disenfranchisement and American Democ
racy, Oxford University Press, 2006) provides a history of felon 
disenfranchisement and places U.S. felon disenfranchisement in 
relation to other countries. Besides the three countries cited 
above, the authors list the following countries as having no re
strictions on prisoner voting: Bosnia, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Mace
donia, Poland, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Ukraine.

In regard to non-incarcerated offenders (i.e. those who 
are either on probation or parole, or have finished their sen
tence, Manza and Uggen point out that “the U.S. is the only 
country in the democratic world that systematically disenfran
chises large numbers of non-incarcerated offenders.”

In 2004, the Nebraska Criminal Justice Review pub
lished Manza and Uggen’s estimate of some 44,000 Nebraska 
ex-felons not having the right to vote. In 2005 the Legislature 
changed Nebraska’s law to allow ex-felon voting two years 
after completion of one’s sentence.

Corrections Department offers “Media Day”
On May 15th, newspaper and TV representatives were 

offered a chance to meet the people who administer the Ne- 
braska Dept, of Correctional Services, and the public informa
tion officers at each of the prisons as well. Department Direc
tor, Robert Houston, made it clear that the Department wants to 
be transparent and work with the media.

The Department, in turn, hopes that the media will 
cover some of the positive things that the Department is proud 
of and use accurate terms. For example, to distinguish correctly 
the difference between a “walk-away” from a community cor
rections center (where work release in the community is al
lowed) is not the same as an “escape” from a secure facility 
(which results in a warrant being issued for the person’s arrest). 
The Department plans to hold similar “media days” in other 
parts of the state.

Sex offender Registrants in Nebraska
As of April 2, 2008, Nebraska’s sex offender registry 

contained 445 persons classified as Level 1, low risk to re
offend, 759 at Level 2, moderate risk to re-offend, and 1190 at 
Level 3, high risk to re-offend (These figures were supplied by 
Dr. Shannon Black , Clinical Director of the Nebraska State 
Patrol Sex Offender Registry.)

In regard to notification of the general public in Ne
braska: the public is notified about level three offenders; 
schools, day cares, churches, etc. are notified of level 3 and also 
level 2 offenders; law enforcement alone is notified of level 1, 
in addition to levels 2 and 3.

The Nebraska Sex Offender Registry can be contacted 
at P.O. Box 94907, Lincoln NE 68509. Ph.: 402-471-8647. 
The website is: http://www.nsp.state.ne.us.
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Public information officers at the prisons
A public information officer is provided by the Dept, of Correc
tions at each of the prisons, to answer questions:

Central Office Contact” Connie Nemec (402-479-5713)
C onnic.Ncmcc@nebraska. aov

Community Corrections Center-Lincoln: Pam Prater (402-471-0740) 
Pam.Prater@nebraska.gov

Community Corrections Center-Omaha: Edward Fabian (402-449-1024) 
Edward. F abian@nebraska. gov

Diagnostic and Evaluation Center: Tammy Kluver (402-479-6343) 
T ammv. Klu ver@nebraska. gov

Lincoln Correctional Center: Sue Burkey (402-479-6175)
S ue. Burkcv;@nebraska, gov

Nebraska Correctional Center for Women: Tim Siemek (402-362-3371) 
Tim, S iemek@nebraska. gov

Nebraska Correctional Youth Facility: Jim Sweredoski (402-595-2000) 
Jim.Sweredoskii@nebraska.gov

Need a ride to visit someone in prison, or can you 
provide a ride?

If you would like to car pool to visit someone in 
prison, the new Metro Rideshare program may be helpful. 
Metro RideShare is a publicly funded, computer matching ser
vice for anyone who commutes to, from or within the Metro 
Area Planning Agency’s five county region (Washington, 
Douglas, Sarpy, Pottawatamie, and Mills counties.)

The program is designed for commuters who are going 
to work every day, but it would appear that it could also accom
modate the many people who live in the Omaha area who need 
to go to prisons in Tecumseh, Lincoln, York, etc. The program 
should also accommodate families who live outside the Omaha 
area, for example in Lincoln, but whose destination is an 
Omaha area prison. If enough families of prisoners register 
with the program, it may be possible to achieve many matches 
between those who, on the one hand, can drive and are willing 
to provide rides and on the other hand, those who need rides 
and are willing to help with expenses. For more details and to 
register, see the website: www.metrorideshare.org

Nebraska State Penitentiary: Win Barber (402-479-3227) Win/
Barber@nebraska. gov

Omaha Correctional Center: Ron Limbeck (402-595-3964)
Ron. Li mbeck@nebraska. gov

Tecumseh State Correctional Institution: (Dawn Renee Smith) DawnRe- 
nee. Smith@nebraska. gov

Work Ethic Camp: Kyle Clapp (308-345-8405) Kvle.Clapp@nebraska.gov

Kandace Gentry, model for a “career” in criminal 
justice

Kandace Gentry has 
been a member of the Advisory 
Committee for the Nebraska 
Criminal Justice Review since 
its origin eight years ago, pro
viding input for the content of 
upcoming issues. Her involve
ment with the NCJR is only one 
of the many useful services she 
provides to the community -  
services which make her a kind of model for anyone consider
ing a “career” in criminal justice.

In her day job, Ms. Gentry works with juveniles who 
are under supervision in Nebraska’s adult probation system. 
Full-time for the past 16 years, she has tried to redirect troubled 
teens (an age group she enjoys) away from involvement with 
crime. Most would consider such service itself a “career” in 
criminal justice. But for Kandace, “job” experience has quali
fied her for additional community service and in giving it gen
erously, she deserves to be called a “career” criminal justice 
professional in the best meaning of the term.

Ms. Gentry’s community service includes talking to as 
many as 5000 students a year about drugs, alcohol and proba
tion. She teaches a victim empathy class to young felons at the 
Nebraska Correctional Youth Facility in Omaha. She also en
joys teaching adult criminal justice courses at I.T.T. Technical 
Institute and serves on a number of community advisory 
boards. The community owes Kandace a “thank you” and so 
does the NCJR.

Bridging corrections and communities
On April 12th, representatives of over twenty organi

zations and agencies met at First Christian Church in Omaha to 
dialogue and to discuss the needs of offenders, while in prison 
and while in transition back to their communities. Corrections 
Director Robert Houston also met with them for an hour and 
answered their questions. The networking forum was spon
sored by a grant from the Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter Founda
tion in partnership with graduate students from the U.N.O. 
School of Social Work and Family and Friends of Inmates, 
Omaha.

Other groups and agencies participating were: Catho
lic Charities, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Nebraska Innocence 
Project, Crossroads Connection, Compassion in Action, Ne
braska Parole Board, Douglas County Corrections, Ponca Tribe 
of Nebraska, Ombudsman’s Office, Open Door Mission, Holy 
Family Church Door Ministry, Grace Baptist Church, New 
Hope Life Center for Women, Crossover Prison Ministries, 
Legal Aid of Nebraska, Eastern Nebraska Community Action 
Partnership, University of Nebraska, Omaha, Nebraska Correc
tional Youth Facility, Nebraska Adult Parole Administration, 
Dept, of Corrections Re-Entry Program, and Urban League of 
Nebraska.

Participants’ evaluated the day very positively. They 
appreciated the chance to meet each other and talk about their 
common interest in improving the lives of offenders and help
ing build bridges for them back into the community. They also 
expressed a desire to have future networking forums on a quar
terly basis. A steering committee is presently planning for an
other forum, tentatively in the Fall. For more information, call 
402-558-2085.

Nebraska Correctional Youth Facility—10 years!
On June 18th, NCYF celebrated its tenth anniversary. 

The facility was dedicated on June 18, 1998. In its ten-year 
history NCYF has housed over 1400 young men. The facility 
takes youthful offenders, age 19 and younger who are sen
tenced in Nebraska as adults. It will house inmates up to 21 
years and 10 months.
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Bits and Pieces (Continued from page 7)

Death in Prison—a matter of concern or not?
Most prisoners in Nebraska obtain release by complet

ing their sentence, either in prison, or in the community (under 
parole supervision), but each year some die while incarcerated.

In an effort to learn more about those deaths, NCJR 
asked the Nebraska Department of Correctional Services for the 
names of inmates who died in prison during the past five years. 
Public Information Officer, Connie Nemec, provided the names 
of 48 offenders who died between January, 2003 and April, 
2008, together with each one’s year of admission and year of 
release (death). Some additional information about each pris
oner was obtained from the Department’s website.

A total of 48 prisoners died during the approximately 
five year period. Their age at death ranged from 19 to 81. 
Their average age at death was 53. There were 43 male deaths 
and 5 female deaths.

Six of the 48 who died were serving life sentences. 
Their average age at death was 51. They had served an average 
of 23 Vi years at the time of their deaths.

A large proportion of the 48 seem to have died rela
tively soon after entering prison: 23 had been in prison for two 
years or less at the time of their death. Of that number, 13 had 
been in prison for 1 year or less, and five were in prison for six 
months or less.

Three of the inmates who died during the five year 
period were very young: a 19 year old male died after 5 months 
in prison; a 21 year old male died after 3 years in prison; a 26 
year old male died after 6 months in prison. All three deaths 
occurred in 2003.

One of the more recent inmate deaths - that of 
Terrance Johnson, occurred on January 20th of this year. 
Terrance was one of the 25 men and women in Nebraska who 
were given life without parole sentences for crimes committed 
while they were less than 18 years old. He was sixteen years of 
age at admission to prison. The cause of death given by the 
Coroner was “cardiac arrest caused by pulmonary embolism.” 
The grand jury inquiry into the death did not result in an indict
ment.

Should any of these statistics be of concern to the pub
lic? For that, one would need to know the causes of death—no 
easy task to determine, and one which is beyond the capabilities 
of this publication. The low average age of the prisoners at 
death could be due to many of these men and women coming 
into prison with serious existing illnesses, or it could be due in 
some cases to deficiencies in medical services provided. The 
fact that many died fairly quickly after entering prison could be 
simply a coincidence, or it could indicate an elevated rate of 
suicide or violence in the prisons.

Death in prison occurs away from public view, in a 
largely closed institution. The grand jury inquiry into each 
death allows the public to know whether anyone has been 
charged with a crime as a result of the death. Should the public 
have any further concerns or not?

gainful employment.
Among services provided are employability skills, 

personal development, job placement, and transportation assis
tance. ENCAP receives referrals from Nebraska State Parole 
and Probation, Douglas County Corrections, General Assis
tance, and other providers throughout the community. The 
group meets each Tuesday from 1 to 3 p.m. at ENCAP, 2406 
Fowler Avenue in Omaha. For more information, contact Gary 
Grayson, 402-453-5656.

Mentoring Children of Prisoners
Big Brothers and Big Sisters of the Midlands has 

launched a new mentoring program specifically for children 
who have a parent incarcerated or on parole. The organization 
is asking the help of the community in searching for at-risk 
youth or a child in need of a role model, who has an incarcer
ated parent. According to information supplied by Big Broth- 
ers/Big Sisters, children of incarcerated parents are seven times 
more likely to be incarcerated at some point in their lives. 
Also, national statistics show that more than 2/3 of the children 
currently in the Juvenile Justice System are children of prison
ers. Call Terra Brown, Enrollment and Match Coordinator, at 
402-330-2499, ext. 113 for more information. E-mail: 
tbrown@bigomaha.org.

Crossroads Connection Prison Ministry
Crossroads Connection provides a variety of services 

to men and women who are in the Community Corrections 
Center in Omaha—services oriented toward helping them make 
a good transition from prison to freedom. Sunday evening reli
gious services, for example, are held at Underwood Hills Pres
byterian Church. Following that is a meal for prisoners, family 
members and sponsors. Transportation from the prison and 
back is provided by a total of about 28 sponsors from 10 
churches, representing five denominations. For more informa
tion, contact Roy Fox (397-1833), Tim Locatis (612-0060), or 
Becky Killion (397-4318).

New Administrator of Adult Parole
Cathy Gibson-Beltz has succeeded James McKenzie 

as Adult Parole Administrator. She has a Bachelor of Science 
degree in criminal justice from the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha.

Ms. Gibson-Beltz began working in the Nebraska De
partment of Correctional Services as a correctional officer in 
1979, when the Diagnostic and Evaluation Center opened. 
Since that time she has worked as a Mental Health Counselor. 
Chemical Dependency Counselor, Chemical Dependency Su
pervisor, Assistant Adult Parole Administrator and now, Adult 
Parole Administrator. She has a strong background in correc
tional programs and hopes to bring more a case management 
perspective to the operations of Parole Administration, encour
aging parole officers to assist parolees in putting together the 
services they will need to succeed on parole and in the commu
nity, while continuing to keep focus on public safety.

Support for Success, offered by ENCAP
A weekly support group for ex-offenders, offered by 

ENCAP (Eastern Nebraska Community Action Partnership is 
aimed at cultivating public/private partnerships for offenders 
having difficulty accessing vital human services, including

News items / announcements / articles
The Nebraska Criminal Justice Review invites submission of 
news items, announcements, and opinion articles. Letters to the 
Editor are invited from both outside and inside the prison walls. 
September 1 is the deadline for the September issue.
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Adam Walsh Act is challenged in court
The following news items were supplied by the National Juvenile Justice Network (www. niin. org), a project o f the Coalition for Ju
venile Justice. The Adam Walsh Act is federal legislation requiring the states to implement more stringent requirements for sex 
offenders. A bill to implement Adam Walsh provisions in Nebraska (LB 957) was heard by the Judiciary Committee in January, 
2008. The bill was severely criticized by Senator Chambers and the Committee declined to take any action on it at that time

U.S. District Judge finds Interstate Travel Portion of Adam Walsh Act Unconstitutional
Judge Gregory Presnell of the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Florida ruled on April 18, 2008 that it is unconstitutional 
for the Adam Walsh Act to require offenders to register when they move across state lines. The defense argued that Congress 
lacked the authority under the Commerce Clause to force state sex offenders convicted of solely local offenses to register in another 
state. The court’s opinion states that “there is no nexus between the crime (failure to register) and the interstate travel...If an indi
vidual’s mere unrelated travel in interstate commerce is sufficient to establish a Commerce Clause nexus with purely local conduct, 
then virtually all criminal activity would be subject to the power of the federal government.” (the lull opinion can be read at: http:// 
niin.org/media/resources/public/resource_669.pdf)

Trial Judge rules Ohio’s Adam Walsh Act unconstitutional
On May 9, 2008, a trial judge in Cuyahoga County (Cleveland) ruled that Ohio’s Adam Walsh Act (effective January, 2008) is un
constitutional under both the retroactivity clause of the Ohio Constitution and the ex post facto clause of the United States Constitu
tion. Many counties in Ohio have stayed all Adam Walsh Act proceedings until the Ohio Supreme Court rules on the Act’s consti
tutionality, thus few cases are currently making their way through the courts, (the full opinion can be read at: http//njjn.org/media/ 
resources/public/resource_676.pdf)

The Nebraska Innocence Project
By Rebecca Murray

Last fall the Iowa/Nebraska Innocence Project (IA/NE 
IP) officially split to form two projects, the Iowa Innocence 
Project and the Nebraska Innocence Project. As such, the Ne
braska Innocence Project is now serving only requests from 
Nebraska inmates who have been wrongfully convicted.

Both the Iowa and Nebraska Innocence Projects are 
members of the national Innocence Network, which includes 
the original Innocence Project co-founded in 1992 by attorneys 
Barry Scheck and Peter Neufeld, and 35+ other innocence pro
jects located across the country.

The Nebraska Innocence Project recently received our 
own 501(c)(3) non-profit organization status, and we are in the 
process of re-organizing. We have received a positive re
sponse, especially from the Omaha community, obtaining 
grants from the Omaha Community Foundation and the Omaha 
Venture Group. Donations from individuals and groups across 
and outside Nebraska have also been made.

Our mission is to identify and exonerate individuals 
who are wrongly convicted of crimes in Nebraska, to educate 
the public about the problem of wrongful convictions and to 
support positive change in the criminal justice system. So 
while our primary clients are individuals incarcerated in Ne
braska, we also inform educational, religious and civic groups 
about our cause.

Most of our clients have exhausted their state and fed
eral post-conviction remedies, and a disproportionate number 
of them are indigent. The Nebraska IP provides investigative 
and legal assistance free of charge to inmates, and presently 
gives priority to cases in which DNA testing may conclusively 
establish actual innocence.

The Nebraska Innocence Project seeks to offer assis
tance to any Nebraska inmate who is factually innocent and 
serving time in Nebraska. We have distributed brochures to all 
Nebraska prisons, which include a self-stamped post card for 
any inmate wishing to request our help or obtain more informa
tion from our organization. Please ask at the prison library for 
these brochures, visit our website at www.nebraskaip.org, or 
call us at 402-341-7954.

“/  have known m any presiden ts, governors, 
ju dges, legislators, and  p o licy  m akers - 

including myself-—and have never known  
a person  wise enough to decide who 

sh ou ld  live a n d  who sh ou ld  d ie .”
Frank B. Morrison, Sr.

Nebraska Governor, 1961-1967

(Quote found on the website of Nebraskans Against 
the Death Penalty www.nadp.net)

The Nebraska Criminal 2008 Budget
Justice Review needs
your help. $10,000 - r
$5,150 has been raised so
far to cover our expenses $8,000 -
during 2008. A total of
$10,000 is needed. Thank $6,000 -you to all who have con-
tributed! Contributions to
Holy Family for the news- $4,000 -
letter are tax-deductible.
Send to: $2,000 -Holy Family Church

1715 Izard Street
Omaha, NE 68102
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L E T T E R S

Convictions at any cost?
The problem we face today is that, the minute a person 

is accused of a crime and the prosecutors decide to go ahead 
and prosecute, all means are used to obtain a conviction, re
gardless of the ethical, moral or even true facts put before the 
prosecutor, public defender, or the judge. The more serious the 
crime, the more the publicity, the greater the pressure to obtain 
a conviction, to blazes with the facts, especially exculpatory 
facts.

We must reduce if not eliminate wrongful convictions. 
To accomplish this we must take the gathering, testing, manag
ing and storing of criminal evidence away from both law en
forcers and prosecutors, as well as the defenders of the criminal 
cases, and create a separate and autonomous agency, answer- 
able only to a strict code of conduct. Its sole job and purpose 
would be to collect, test, report, and preserve physical evidence 
to ensure the fair and factual presentation of the evidence in our 
courts. It will take the politics out of the judicial process and 
shift the emphasis in our courts from getting convictions to get
ting the truth.

To fix the problems with the criminal “justice” system, 
we have to turn to technology for part of the answer. We need 
to use technology such as the NO LIE MRI to extract the truth 
from the accused as well as the accuser, and remove the pres
sure for a conviction from the judge, prosecutor, and public 
defender. We must also put a higher value on the truth, rather 
than the conviction.

Michael B. McKinnie 64790 
Tecumseh State Correctional Institution

Are 78% of Nebraskans in favor of the death penalty?
Nebraska Attorney General, Jon Bruning, during an 

interview on Issues and Answers (a local radio program) gave a 
proponent rebuttal on the death penalty. Weeks earlier on the 
same program, Amy Miller, President of Nebraskans Against 
the Death Penalty, gave a proponent view for the abolishment 
of the death penalty. All of this was before the March 24, 2008 
vote in the Nebraska Unicameral that killed LB 1063 
(abolishment of the death penalty).

Bruning has publicly stated that 78% of Nebraskans 
are in favor of the death penalty, and that it should be main
tained for situations like the circumstances surrounding the 
Raymond Mata Jr. case. Seventy-eight percent is a large ratio, 
even in a state of 1.7 plus million people. Bruning has stated 
that a state-wide poll was conducted that led to the figure of 
78%. He stated that that number was achieved by surveying 
about 4000 people in the state.

On March 25, 2008, the cover story of the Lincoln 
Journal Star provided some additional facts related to the de
feat of LB 1063. The article gave details on what firm con
ducted the phone survey resulting in the 78% figure. The arti
cle stated that only 3,323 people were surveyed for the poll, by 
phone. Does less than 4,000 people (state-wide) properly repre
sent the state’s view on such a hot-button and important topic? 
Whether pro or con on the death penalty issue, should public 
policy be swayed and molded by such a diminished representa
tion of the state? Should senators be utilizing such poll num

bers as the type reflected here?
Stop and consider this; if this 78% poll were accurate 

and truly a reflection of the state-wide view of the death pen
alty, why wasn’t it demonstrated by the vote on LB 1063? 
Twenty-eight against, twenty for -  that was the vote. There are 
forty-nine senators, representing the ninety-three counties in 
Nebraska. The vote to defeat LB 1063 was underwhelming -  
decided by eight votes: roughly 56% of the senators carried the 
defeat of LB 1063. If the 78% poll is suggestive of the state’s 
view on the death penalty, does the 56% of senators voting 
against LB 1063 suggest that the “state” isn’t really that in fa
vor of it?

A sidebar seems in order here...is this 78% poll figure 
what Attorney General Bruning plans to use as a basis for argu
ing all the way to the United States Supreme Court, that the 
Nebraska Supreme Court was wrong in declaring the electric 
chair unconstitutional? State v. Mata. 275 Neb. 1. 745 NW2d 
229 (2008)

Shakur Abdullah 30012 
Omaha Correctional Center

Lightning
Nebraska Parole
Like winning the lottery
Or struck by lightning
Equality
The bite of the whip
The same, no matter who cracks
Black, Brown, Red, White on.

Michael T. Caddy 43674 
Nebraska State Penitentiary

Unfair treatment
There are times around here when the administration 

and staff play favorites toward certain inmates. Its like you 
either have to brown nose the system, grieve everything in the 
institution, and constantly get misconduct reports for the depart
ment to actually do something for someone.

Quite a few of the women who are here have been 
eligible to be placed on special details, but the department 
chooses people who aren’t close to being eligible, who have no 
remorse for their actions, or have not completed their personal
ized plans. But those are the people who get the opportunities. 

Francisca Pleines-Harris 94708 
Nebraska Correctional Center for Women

LB 843 and being overage
Even though LB 843 did not directly affect me, since I 

was 22 when sentenced, it was meant to give many a second 
chance to be a citizen, which is what most lifers pray for.

Most of us are aware that there are different psycho
logical stages of the mind and different levels of maturity that 
we all go through. A lot of us make it through this process on 
schedule, but some of us don’t. I happen to be one who did not 
make the appropriate mental development that should have hap
pened by age 22.

I understand why the bill discussed 14 to 18 year old 
minds as being undeveloped. This happens especially when 
one is raised in an abnormal home, school or recreational center 
environment. Their minds end up in self-denial and low self 
esteem, and they compensate by doing ruthless acts to make

10



themselves feel powerful and wealthy.
However, why stop at age 18? In America you are 

considered a minor up to age 21. Your liberties don’t start 
until 21. But no so your behavior. If you were raised in an 
abnormal situation it will most likely take you a longer time 
to fully comprehend wrong from right and to develop and 
attain healthiness, perseverance and unconditional love in 
your life. Therefore, we need to target the ages 13 to 23 as 
the range for abnormal actions.

Lifers in Nebraska, for the most part, have been 
given unfair, unprivileged sentences. There are no guide
lines for rehabilitating lifers within the Department of Cor
rectional Services system. The Parole Board, the Pardons 
Board, and the Department coordinators have all washed 
their hands of us. Lifers can be the most modem thinking 
inmates but are still denied the option of a second chance. 
This goes against the United States of America Rehabilita
tion Act. Habitual criminals and lifers who are sentenced as 
Class IA felony are denied this chance. Some lifers are un
der “the first time structure law,” under which they regain 
their freedom or are granted a second chance with sentencing 
structure.

Why can’t I use this exemption as well? I am a first 
time defendant. I came to prison at age 22 (no priors) and 
am now 47 years old.

Willie Tucker 34490 (lifer) 
Nebraska State Penitentiary

ARBOR DAY 2008
A poem by Russell S. Pittman 47688 
Nebraska State Penitentiary

A Nebraska State Holiday that if  it be told 
To non-Nebraskans must relate to trees.
Friday, April 25, 2008, is Arbor Day.
And from a great man, one far greater than me -  
From time to time the Tree o f  Liberty requires 
re-nourishment by watering with the blood o f its compatriots.

Big news came today from out New York way.
The acquittal o f cops whose 50+ fired shots changed 
a bride’s hopes for a life with the groom who died.

Cops are paid to keep us safe,
or so we are led to believe,
they’re not supposed to kill us when we celebrate,
nor to make us bleed.

The bride to not be is the mother o f daughters two 
and widowhood she cannot claim.
The groom to not be and father o f the daughters two 
from his bachelors party to his wedding never came.
And the compassionate heart bleeds for the daughters two 
whose daddy again, while resting with friends, 
earthly eyes shall never behold.

Word of acquittal came out to be greeted by screams and shouts 
that justice hadn’t been served.
Then the statements began and the cops seemed chagrined, 
except for the cop with the grinch like grin.
And sadly it will be political types
who will step up and attempt to aim the spot light.

It’s easy to point to the Judge and to claim

the verdict was prejudiced and racist based;.
But the judge was quite brave to have listened and weighed 
and then risked all to, in legal ways, say 
the Prosecutor failed in prosecuting the case.

There is difficulty in the course that is true, 
it’s to consider who brought the case 
against cops while representing me and you.
And the problem you see, the real prejudice lay, 
in the insidious fact status quo is not served 
by prosecuting cops who are supposed to make us safe.

Where once it wore suits and with slick tongues loudly spoke 
Americans like now to believe that racism’s been broke.
And though it’s been relegated to the slime and the mud 
it still lurks and simmers, and can boil in our blood.
Tis true the cop with the grinch like grin,
emptied his gun in the groom, reloaded and emptied it again.

Now why the grinch kept shooting is anyone’s guess, 
but blaming today’s verdict on racism will only distract,
Justice has become self-serving, our interests it no longer reflects.

When the branches o f justice o f that Great Tree
can no longer bear what is just for you and me,
the questions become how much o f our blood must we spill
before we unite and demand what is just, or
has that once Great Tree
become too old and/or ill?
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Family and Friends of Inmates, Omaha (FFI)
FFI is a support group for those whose loved ones 

have been incarcerated. The group also advocates for a hu
mane, rational and restorative correctional system, and as such, 
is open to others besides family members who wish to work for 
improvements in the systems and policies which affect inmates. 
The group is currently working for more appropriate sentencing 
for children under 18 who commit murder, in place of life with
out parole sentences.

The group meets on the fourth Saturday of each month 
from 9-11 a.m. at Catholic Charities’ St. Martin de Porres Cen
ter, 2417 Burdette Street in Omaha. New members are always 
welcome. Call 402-558-2085 for more information.

Family and Friends of Inmates, Lincoln
Lincoln area meetings will resume in July, with an 

announcement of place, date and time by e-mail. An annual 
picnic is planned for September and a website should be up and 
running soon. People are encouraged to call with problems, 
questions and concerns and also to attend Omaha FFI meetings. 
Contacts: Rett, 402-477-8568 or Pam, 402-601-0895.

NCJR Advisory Committee
The next meeting of the Advisory Committee for the Nebraska 
Criminal Justice Review will be on Monday, August 11, from 
11 a.m. to noon at Holy Family Church, 18th and Izard Street 
in Omaha. Advisory Committee meetings are open to anyone 
who would like to make suggestions for the newsletter or dis
cuss topics for possible inclusion in future issues. Call 402- 
558-2085 for more information.
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Christmas 
in July!

A Family Festival 
July 13, 2008

CrossOver Prison Ministries continues to grow their outreach to those 
in need of support during transition, as they are released from prison and seek 
to return to the community successfully. This re-entry advocacy is our focus 
for this year’s summer event as we gather for food, fun and fellowship in this 
festive environment held at:

First Christian Church 
66th and Dodge Street, Omaha 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Half of all net proceeds will go to the development of our re-entry program, 
the other half to our annual commitment to purchase Christmas gifts for chil
dren of incarcerated parents.

Free will donations will buy you brunch or lunch. Our Summer Santa will be 
in the wading pool ready to talk with your children and have your pictures 
taken. Children’s games and gifts, music, vendors and shopping are all part of 
the day. You can be part of this outreach by coming and bringing your family 
and friends to this fun filled event.

For more information, contact Bawn at 402-733-2795

The NCJR needs your help!
The survival o f the Nebraska Criminal Justice Review depends on the 
donations of those who read it and appreciate it. If you are one who 
appreciates it, please consider a contribution o f $10 or more to help 
keep a good thing going. Please review our mission statement which 
appears elsewhere on this page. NCJR budget information for 2008 is 
on page 9.

CONTRIBUTION FORM
Name________________________________
Address_______________________________

City___________________State__________
Zip Code_____________________
Phone ( )___________________
E-mail_______________________________

Suggested contribution: $10 per year.
Subscriptions are free, but contributions to Holy Family 
Church to help with costs are encouraged and needed. 
Contributions are tax-deductible.

Mail To: NCJR c/o Holy Family Church 
1715 Izard St., Omaha, NE 68102

. Electronic Subscription: Request e-mail delivery of the 
NCJR by sending an e-mail to mgbeckman@hotmail.com.
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