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WORK & EDUCATION OPTIONS IN NEBRASKA PRISONS
(Aii introduction, by Mel Beckman, prepared from information supplied by Comhusker State Industries 

and the ‘"Nebraska Corrections Education Connection” program of Metro Community College.)

CORNHUSKER STATE 
INDUSTRIES

Harold W. Clarke, Director of the Nebraska Dept, of 
Correctional Services, states that Comhusker State Industries (CSI) 
works “to reduce recidivism, increase post-release employability, 
and improve offender reintegration into the community.” He 
reminds us that more than 70 percent of all inmates sent to prison 
each year are not gainfully employed at the time of their arrests. 
Tlius, CSFs mandate is to provide work-training opportunities.

CSI is a self-supporting division of the Nebraska Dept, of 
Correctional Services. Products made by CSI employees cannot be 
purchased by individual citizens. Customers include State agencies, 
county and local governmental entities, and nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
groups. Many of the products are used within the prison system 
itself.

Products include office furniture, janitorial and 
maintenance supplies, and signs. CSI inmate employees also 
recondition furniture, manufacture sheets, inmate clothing, pillows, 
blankets, etc. They translate books and maps into braille, and do 
telemarketing and data entry.

CSI is this year providing a little over 600 inmate jobs with 
a staff of 44 administrators, shop supervisors, etc. These jobs should 
be distinguished from work which might be done by imnates in their 
living units. Inmates must apply for the CSI jobs and there is always 
a waiting list of inmates who would like to go to work.

CSI jobs might be done in a traditional shop on the 
grounds of a prison facility, in special areas set aside for private 
venture operations, or even out in the community. Jobs are divided 
into three categories:

Traditional These are the jobs and shops which most people will 
have heard about in the past. The Omaha Correctional Center and 
the Nebraska Correctional Center for Women in York manufacture 
sheets, clothing, towels, etc., in their sewing operations. Wood 
products are made at the Lincoln Correctional Center, the Omaha 
Correctional Center and the Penitentiary. Printing is done at the 
Lincoln Correctional Center. The Penitentiary has shops for 
upholstering, braille translating and braille writer repairs, janitorial 
products, and license plates, and metal products. Data entry is done 
at the Nebraska Correctional Center for Women.

Administrative In this category, one would find inmates employed 
in the CSI warehouse or on a work detail. Inmates for these jobs are 
drawn from the minimum-security community corrections centers. 
For example, seventeen inmates work at the CSI warehouse.

(continued on page two)

NEBRASKA CORRECTIONS 
EDUCATION CONNECTION
In 1997, Metropolitan Community College in Omaha was 

selected to provide the education program statewide for facilities 
operated by the Nebraska Dept of Correctional Services. Thus began 
the “Nebraska Corrections Education Connection.”

Under this program, education services are provided :
• in Hastings at the Hastings Correctional Center,
• in Lincoln at the Diagnostic and Evaluation Center, the Lincoln 

Correctional Center, the Penitentiary, and the Nebraska 
Correctional Treatment Center,

• in Omaha at the Omaha Correctional Center, the Omaha 
Community Corrections Center and the Nebraska Correctional 
Youth Facility,

• in York, at the Nebraska Correctional Center for Women (With 
the exception of the adult basic education program. NCCW 
provides its own.)

Funding for the education programs is provided through 
General Fund monies provided by the Nebraska Dept of Correctional 
Services. In addition, some funding is provided to the program through 
the Nebraska Dept of Education (Adult Education and Title I) and the 
National Dept of Education (Workplace and Community Transition 
Training for Incarcerated Youth Offenders).

The approximately forty permanent staff include the 
Coordinator, the Project Assistant, the Site Facilitators, the Education 
Specialists, the Computer Lab Aides, the Education Staff Assistants, 
the Clerical Support, and Vocational Faculty. In addition, several 
adjunct faculty and part-timers are hired each quarter as needed to 
provide adequate instruction.

Educational offerings provided through Metropolitan 
Community College at the prisons are grouped in the following 
categories:

Adult Basic Education Classes These include basic skills instruction 
in math, science, social studies, writing skills and reading. Students 
range from having no literacy skills to needing just a bit of brush up to 
complete the GED high school equivalency test. Various methods of 
instruction are used. Approximately 800 - 900 students each year 
(unduplicated count) are served through adult basic education classes, 
with about 100 earning their GED diplomas. English as a Second 
Language is also provided for those inmates who are non-native 
English speakers. Once they have reached a proficiency level that 
would allow them to participate in the basic skills classes (ABE), they 
transfer. In many cases they participate in both the ESL and the ABE 
classes, thus offering them more opportunity to hear and speak the

(continued on page two)



CSI (continued from page 1)
Forty-six come from the Lincoln Community Corrections Center and 
serve on park crews. Eighteen from the Omaha Community 
Corrections Center serve on road crews. Thirty-seven from the 
Hastings Correctional Center work on road and laundry crews.

Private Venture These jobs are derived from cooperative ventures 
between Comhusker Industries and outside firms which use space on 
the prison grounds. Inmates produce the goods and services. Thirty- 
one of these jobs are at the Omaha Correctional Center, one hundred 
eleven are at the Penitentiary, and three are at the Nebraska 
Correctional Center for Women at York. Inmates do not work for 
lower wages in these jobs but are paid the prevailing wages of the 
area. From their wages they pay federal, state and social security taxes 
and some of the costs of their imprisonment. They also pay into victim 
compensation funds, give support to their families, and set aside 
money in a savings account.

Comhusker State Industries would like more outside firms to 
consider the “Private Industry Enhancement Corrections Program 
(P.I.E.) and bring work opportunities into the Nebraska prisons. CSI 
can put motivated inmates to work for the firms. The outside firms 
receive the skilled labor they need; inmates get to use their training 
and lessen the financial burden of their incarceration. It’s a win-win 
situation.

Space for private industry is available at the Penitentiary in 
Lincoln, at the Lincoln Correctional Center, and at the Omaha 
Correctional Center. The CSI contact person for questions about 
private venture industry in the prisons is Mr. Angel Ybarra, 402-471- 
1259.

CSFs mailing address is 800 Pioneers Blvd., Lincoln NE 
68502. The present Superintendent is Mr. Don Lincoln.

sfcafc^c^esfcsfeslcslc

Ed. Note: For an overview of correctional industries nationally, see 
the entire October, 1999 issue of Corrections Today magazine, the 
official publication of the American Correctional Association, hi one 
of the articles, entitled “Correctional Industries Association: Working 
Together for Correctional Industries,” the author, Elizabeth King, 
gives some statistics supplied by C.I.A. Executive Director Gwyn 
Smith Ingley. She estimated that approximtely 900,000 inmates in the 
United States have institutional support jobs. Only 80,000 imnates 
work in correctional industry programs.

A NEED FOR SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
TREATMENT
(Excerpts from the January 2000 Substance Abuse Treatment Task 
Force Final Report, the “Key Statements” section of the Executive 
Summary. For more information, contact the Nebraska Crime 
Commission, 301 Centennial Mall South, P.O. Box 94946, Lincoln 
NE 68509. Phone: 402-471-2194)

• Twenty-five to 40 percent of adult arrestees and 65 to 85 percent 
of incarcerated offenders need substance abuse treatment, 
compared to only seven percent of the general adult population.

• Thirty to 40 percent of juvenile arrestees and 65 to 80 percent of 
juvenile offenders in the youth...centers at Geneva and Kearney 
need substance abuse treatment, compared to only five percent of 
the general juvenile population.

• Treatment of addiction is as successful as the treatment of other 
chronic diseases such as diabetes, hypertension, and asthma as 
long as treatment “best practices” are implemented. In fact, it is 
estimated that for every $1 spent on treatment, there is a $4 to $7 
reduction in drug-related crime and criminal justice costs.

N.C.E.C. (continued from page 1)
language. Approximately 100 - 150 ESL students are served each
year.

Special Topic Classes Some classes are offered as time, staff, an d( 
space allow. Each site tailors these classes to the needs of the inmates 
housed there, according to interest and need. Often these are seminars 
or programs offered by community people. Topics have included 
World War II, book seminars, cooking, computer literacy, art, and 
special holiday activities (Christmas, Martin Luther King Day, 
Independence Day) and cultural activities.

College Credit Classes (Academic and Vocational) A variety of 
college credit courses are offered at each center. These may be via the 
Distance Education System, Telecourses, or On-Site. Over 1000 
students (unduplicated count) enroll in college courses each year, 
many of them in several courses each quarter. Industrial Maintenance, 
Computer and Office Skills, and Food Service classes are offered in 
the vocational areas. The extent of the classes offered depends on 
space, facilities, inmate interest, and staff availability. General 
Education classes are offered at all the sites.

Life Skills Classes Inmates are encouraged to take as many of the Life 
Skills classes as their schedules allow. The numbers listed below are 
for the 1998-99 year because the 1999-2000 year is not yet complete 
and final numbers are not in. It appears that the numbers served will 
be about doubled. The numbers are a duplicated count, since the same 
inmate may enroll in several classes. The Life Skills classes include:

• HIV-A1DS - 47 students served. Topics are hygiene, lifestyles, 
and sexually transmitted diseases.

• Nebraska Cognitive Thinking - 109 students served. Topics 
include problem solving, self regulation skills, goal planning, and 
cause and effect skills.

• Work Attitudes and Behaviors - 127 students served. Some of 
the topics covered are employment applications, appropriate work 
behavior, developing resumes, interviewing skills, and 
recognizing individual positive strengths.

• Pre-Release - 202 students served. Topics covered in Pre- 
Release classes include: employment, money management, 
housing information, interpersonal skills, health, community 
resources, and parole.

• Parenting - 215 students served. Levels 1 through 4 include 
parenting of infants, parenting of children ages two to twelve, 
parenting of teens, and parenting to prevent the use of alcohol, 
tobacco, and other drugs.

• Understanding and Improving Relationships - 155 students 
served. Some of the topics are recognizing and valuing mate’s 
differences, overcoming relationship destroyers, freedom from 
negative emotions, and using effective communication.

• Leadership and Team Building (new class, just being piloted). 
Topics include situational leadership, problem management, 
motivation-decision making, power and influence, and managing 
diversity.

Ms. Marlene Rhodus, Coordinator of the Nebraska 
Corrections Education Connection attributes the success of students in 
the program to the NCEC staff. She cites their patience, motivation, 
encouragement, and concern while working in a very stressful job.

The Nebraska Corrections Education Connection mailingl 
address at Metopolitan Community College is: P.O. Box 3777, Omaha 
NE 68103. Phone: 402-457-2605. Fax: 402^157-2643.
See also www.mccneb.edu.

http://www.mccneb.edu


COMMENTS ON EDUCATION IN 
NEBRASKA PRISONS
By Larry Hill, retired instructor in the Nebraska Corrections Education 
^Connection.

The quality of education within the Nebraska Dept, of 
Corrections is excellent; all core courses and many upper level ones are 
directly transferrable to four-year colleges locally and in adjoining 
states. Instructors for credit courses are as qualified as any instructor 
within Metro College; in fact, many of them teach at other campuses as 
well as within the prison setting.

Since the abolishment of Pell Grant use by inmates several 
years ago, Nebraska is among several states which pay for tuition and 
books for inmate students to attend college classes while incarcerated. 
Courses offered include core courses required by any college: English, 
Math, Sociology, and Psychology. There are several courses within 
those disciplines that are available through classroom or Distance 
Education or Telecourses. Also offered are numerous computer 
courses, vocational courses, and occasionally, humanities. It is 
possible, given enough time and careful selection, for an inmate to 
attain an Associate Degree and/or Certificates of completion in various 
areas.

Pre-Release and Adult Basic Education/GED programs are 
mandated to be made available to all inmates. None of these are 
mandatory for the inmate to attend, except to the extent that they are 
often made a part of the inmate’s “Individualized Plan,” wherein Unit 
Case Managers (Dept, of Corrections employees) direct the offender to 
attend in order to be supported for parole.

Some form of parenting skills training is available at almost 
all of Nebraska’s correctional facilities. Each instructor has been 
formally trained by Active Parenting Publishers trainers. Having 
^facilitated all these programs at the Omaha Correctional Center for 
'several years, I have found them to be very effective for most inmates. 
Many offenders request one or more of them. Many are directed to 
attend as part of the Individual Plan. A certificate from one or more 
programs can be helpful, before or after his release from prison, in 
requesting custody or visitation rights through the courts.

One problem goes unchanged: ideally, both parents or 
partners would attend the same training at the same time. That has not 
been considered possible, considering the setting and surrounding 
security issues. However, I think if some thought were put into it, 
Metro College and Corrections could come up with a Distance 
Education or Telecourse solution; another might be supervised classes 
in the visiting room or chapel areas. At the very least, parenting 
classes should be available at Community Corrections Centers, which 
is not happening at present.

Education, in my experience, is the most valuable 
rehabilitation tool available for preparing inmates to return to society 
better equipped to deal with people, situations, and their own needs. 
When combined with the other avenues of self-improvement available 
to them, imnates who are willing to participate have a much improved 
chance to be successful, both during incarceration and after then- 
release.

QUESTIONS/ COMMENTS ?
The topic of work and education in Nebraska prisons is a very large 
one. The material presented in this issue of NCJR, even if considered 
as an overview, is far from complete. We also need to know about the 
problems and deficiencies of the system. If you have questions about 
inmates’ access to work and education in Nebraska’s prisons, send 
them in during the next month and we will try to obtain answers for 
you. Questions and answers will be printed in the next issue. If you 
would like to comment yourself, write a letter to the Editor.

CLARINDA, IOWA PRISON TO 
HOST A NEW PLANT
(Information taken from an article in the Omaha World Herald, June
1, 2000)

H & H Trailer Company of Braddyville will employ up to 
eighty inmates in a 22,000 square foot factory now under construction 
at the Iowa State prison at Clarinda. The company will create a new 
line of aluminum cargo trailers to complement the flatbed trailers 
already made at H & H’s Braddyville plant. Sixteen other Iowa 
companies employ about 235 inmates combined , at other prisons 
across the state.

Iowa prison officials see the Clarinda factory as a way to 
provide job skills to inmates and to fill a labor need for a local 
company. Labor unions say the prison will take away jobs from 
law-abiding citizens who could do the work.

Craig Hull, owner of H & H, says that H & H has often 
advertised for worker but has a hard time filling positions. The 
unemployment rate in Page County is less than 2 percent, so 
partnering with the prison makes sense for the company if it wants to 
remain in the county.

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY 
JUSTICE GRANTS ANNOUNCED
(From a June 12, 2000 press release by Harold Clarke,
Director, Dept, of Correctional Services)

Community Justice and Community Restoration grants 
totalling $343,000 have been awarded to 11 Nebraska communities. 
This program within the Nebraska Dept, of Correctional Services was 
established in 1997 to create alternatives to incarceration for non
violent offenders. It promotes local control of community-based 
correctional programs through collaborative partnerships with 
existing agencies and the private sector. There are currently over 400 
active participants in these correctional programs.

Communities receiving grants for 2000 are:

Adams County ($43,500)
Butler County ($32,625)
Cheyenne County ($43,280)
Dakota County ($28,350)
Lancaster County ($41,425)
Lincoln Action Program ($10,000)
Lincoln County ($40,417)
Santee Sioux Tribe ($10,000)
Sarpy County ($30,360)
Sherman County ($30,318)
Thurston County (Winnebago) ($32,725)

The press release listed the programs for which funds were 
given. Some examples are: day reporting programs in Adams, 
Dakota, and Lincoln Counties; a therapeutic mentoring program for 
at-risk youth in Butler County; development of a drug court in 
Cheyenne County; a youth diversion program in Sarpy County; a 
youth mentoring and prevention program in Thurston County 
(Wimiebago), and development of adult diversion services in 
Sherman County.

For further information, contact Cathy Waller-Borovac, 
Administrator of the Office of Community Justice, P.O. Box 94661, 
Lincoln NE 68509-4661. Phone: 402-471-2654.
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THE CONSUMER’S VOICE
No review of a product or service can be adequate unless the 

consumers offer their opinions. The “consumers” of Nebraska’s 
criminal justice system are the offenders who are arrested by law 
enforcement, judged by the courts, and handed over to the Nebraska 
Dept of Correctional Services or local correctional agencies for 
incarceration. The “consumers” are also the victims o f crime, who 
may or may not feel that they receive right treatment by the system. 
Many thousands of offenders and ex-offenders, current victims and 
past victims, live in Nebraska. Hearing of their experiences with the 
criminal justice system and their recommendations for improvement is 
important.

By way of extension, the families andfriends of offenders 
and victims should also be considered “consumers” of the criminal 
justice system in Nebraska. They have experienced, or are now 
experiencing, the system fust hand.

What a wealth of usefiil information might be obtained if, in 
the future, public hearings were held at the city, county and state 
level, to allow “consumers” of the criminal justice system a chance to 
share their experiences of, and their present opinions about, the 
criminal justice system! Lacking that, this publication is available as 
a voice for those consumers. We ask our readers to help us develop 
our mailing list so that many offenders, ex-offenders, victims of crime, 
and families and friends of both are included. Once on the mailing 
list, we would like them to write letters to the editor and other opinion 
pieces, on whatever aspect of the criminal justice system concerns 
them today.

With regard to offenders - we cannot deal with grievances 
which must be resolved within the prison grievance system or through 
the Ombudsman’s office, but we would like to know about their 
experience of Nebraska’s criminal justice system, their views about 
specific policies, etc. We want to make this publication available to 
them, but we will need time to learn how to do it in ways which are 
useful to them. mgb

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE and 
DESMOND TUTU
By John Krejci, Emeritus Professor of Sociology,
Anthropology, and Social Work, Nebraska Wesleyan University

hi my article in the first edition of Nebraska Criminal Justice 
Review, I stated that we need a new paradigm for our criminal justice 
system. (Some would say, “a new way of thinking.”) This article will 
describe this new paradigm, RESTORATIVE JUSTICE. It will 
describe its basic principles and cite resources for further 
understanding.

Speaking in Lincoln in April of this year, Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu shared his experience as head of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. He told how the perpetrators of apartheid 
in South Africa came before the Commission, described their evil 
deeds to the Commission, confessed their guilt and received 
forgiveness from the victims and the community. I listened and then 
said to myself, “The perpetrators (or offenders) confessed, expressed 
their sorrow'. The Commission, acting in the name of the community, 
sought reconciliation with the victims, and justice was in some way 
restored.” Isn’t this what restorative justice is about - involving both 
the victim and the community in efforts to right the wrong caused by 
the offender and promote shalom, right order and justice?

Tom Cavanagh, on his website (http//www. restorative 
justice.com), has defined restorative justice as follows: “Restorative 
justice is a value-based approach to criminal justice, with a balanced

focus on the offender, the victim, and community. The foundation of 
restorative justice is to determine the harm resulting from the crime, 
what needs to be done to repair the harm, and who is responsible for 
repairing the harm.”

This is contrasted with our present system which “is called 
retributive justice and is focused on determining what law was 
broken, who broke it, and how he or she should be punished.”

Restorative justice has been defined elsewhere, by Tom 
Marshall, as: “A process whereby parties with a stake in the particular 
offense come together to resolve collectively how to deal with the 
aftermath of the offense and its implications for the future.”

Howard Zehr (See Changing Lenses: A New Focus on 
Crime and Justice, 1990) developed signposts to identify restorative 
justice processes:
• Focusing on harms suffered rather than laws broken.
• Showing a balanced concern for the victim and offender and 

involving both in the criminal justice process.
• Working toward restoration of victims through empowerment 

and response to to their needs.
• Recognizing offenders’ need to fulfill obligations which are 

achievable and are not punitive.
• Providing opportunities for direct and indirect victim/offender 

dialogue...
• Showing respect for the dignity of everybody, particularly 

victims, offenders, and colleagues concerned with justice.
The final, most recent, and perhaps the FINEST source of 

information is the 1997 book, Restoring Justice, by Daniel Van Ness 
and Karen Heetderks Strong. It is a well-documented and thoughtful 
treatment of the history, vision, and process of restorative justice. I 
would highly recommend obtaining a copy of this 200 plus page work 
to deepen your knowledge of restorative justice.

In Chapter 3, “Restorative Justice: Justice That Promotes 
Healing,” the authors state that there are three fundamental 
propositions upon which a restorative system should be constructed.

First, restorative justice advocates vie>v crime as more than simple 
lawbreaking, an offense against governmental authority; 
crime is understood also to cause multiple injuries to victims, 
the community, and even the offender.
Second, proponents argue that the criminal justice process 
should help repair those injuries.
Third, they protest the government’s apparent monopoly 
over society’s response to crime Victims, offenders and 
their communities also must be involved at the earliest 
point and the fullest extent possible. This suggests cooperative 
effort, with government responsible for maintaining a 
basic framework of order, and the other parties responsible 
for strong community peace and harmony. The work of 
government must be done in such a way that community 
building is enhanced or at least not hampered *

This has been an introduction to some of the basic concepts 
of restorative justice. I do not mean to imply that nothing like 
restorative justice exists in our criminal justice system. Some 
elements of restorative justice are already familiar, e.g., victim 
impact statements, the victims’ rights movement, victim-offender 
mediation, community service, restitution, community based 
programs, and many juvenile justice programs. We’ve made a start 
but we are just beginning.

If you want to be part of an e-mail list on restorative justice, 
you can contact John Wilwerding at ceij@ceij.org and he will put you 
on the list. John is the General Secretary of the Campaign for Equity 
Restorative Justice and he frequently sends information on events, 
developments, and resources to everyone on the list.
• Van Ness, D. and Karen Heetderks Strong, 1997:31
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Helping and Advocacy Groups in Nebraska
(Examples o f Community Involvement in the Justice System)

WOMEN MONITOR COURT
By Beverly Lobo (402-292-2130), a court watcher and member of the 
League of Women Voters of Omaha.

In 1998, two groups announced a volunteer program to 
monitor the Douglas Coimty Court’s handling of domestic violence and 
protection order cases.

The study, by the League of Women Voters of Greater 
Omaha and the National Council of Jewish women of Omaha, is being 
conducted at present by twenty-five women. The court-watch program 
is modeled after those used by Mothers Against Drunk Driving. Barba 
Edwards of the League, one of the coordinators for the study, said that 
the groups are not saying there is something wrong with the current 
handling of domestic violence cases in County Court. The purpose of 
the study is to gather information and to get a good idea of what 
problems, if any, there are. When protection orders have been 
violated, death has sometimes been the violent outcome. Other cities 
have similar programs as a permanent part of the court system.

Jill Belmont, another program coordinator and a member of 
the Conference of Jewish Women, said the program will make the 
public more aware of how the court system works.

Across the nation, courts are changing their approach to 
domestic violence. Some states have created special domestic violence 
courts, in which one judge handles all protection orders. In other 
courts certain judges hear all the abuse cases. When appropriate, they 
set high bail amounts and require batterers to go through intensive 
treatment. Miami was the first to fonn a domestic violence court. It 
has seven full time judges. It coordinates closely with a family court 
which handles divorces, paternity battles, and other family issues.

In Douglas County, many judges end up getting a piece of 
the problem. The accused may appear in County Court for criminal 
charges. The victims go to District Court for protection orders. The 
children may wind up in Juvenile Court because they are homeless. 
(Mom’s in a shelter, it’s not safe at home, or because they are acting 
out the violence they see at home.)

If Douglas County were to establish a domestic violence 
court, more money and staff could be required. It would be the first in 
Nebraska. Moves toward a more unified domestic violence court 
in Douglas Comity may be controversial among members of the 
judiciary. Some judges might not want to be assigned to a court which 
handles only domestic violence cases.

More court watchers are needed. Volunteers go through a 
three and a half hour training program on the courtroom process. 
Monitors make themselves available at least one day each month. 
They are responsible for observing court personnel at arraignments, 
pretrial hearings, trials, and sentencings. Answering a questionaire, 
they record their observations of the demeanor of everyone, including 
the judge, prosecutors, and defendants. After the study is completed, 
the criminal justice department at UNO will analyse the data and 
release it to two groups - the Domestic Violence Coalition and the 
courts. Each group will then make recommendations based on its 
interpretation of the analysis.

The YWCA, the American Association of University 
Women, the National Council of Negro Women, Latinas Unidas, 
Church Women United, and the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center Faculty Wives have been asked to join in the monitoring 
program. Call Barba Edwards to join the court watchers and volunteer 
three hours or more a month to make a difference in the well-being of 
families in Nebraska. Her phone number is 402-558-8093.

WELLSPRING
By Kersten Schwarz, MSW, PLMHP. Clinical Specialist with 
WELLSPSRING.

WELLSPRING is a Salvation Army program which assists 
men and women to break the cycle of prostitution. “Children of 
WELLSPRING” works with the children who have been affected by 
their parents’ involvement in prostitution. We are located at the Lied 
Renaissance Center at 3612 Cuming Street in Omaha.

Both programs offer comprehensive case management and 
therapeutic services. For the adults, we conduct therapeutic groups 
and individual sessions in and outside of correctional centers. 
Presently, we hold weekly group and individual sessions Wednesdays 
at the Douglas County Correctional Center. Our groups focus on a 
variety of issues, from relapse prevention, to self-esteem 
enhancement, to anger management. Children of WELLSPRING 
often works with children while their parent is incarcerated. Once a 
month we lead a group at the Nebraska Center for Women in York. 
Our goal is to connect incarcerated individuals with appropriate 
resources in the area, while providing therapeutic interventions. We 
also provide follow-up care for an extended period of time to help 
re-integrate our clients back into the community. If you have any 
questions, please contact me at 898-4766.

PRESBYTERIAN OUTREACH
By Ruth Hamlin, Executive Director

Presbyterian Outreach, Inc. has been reaching out to 
individuals incarcerated in tire Omaha Correctional Center, the 
Nebraska Work Release Center, the Clarinda Correctional Facility, 
and the Clarinda Academy for Youth since 1985. Each December, 
individuals and groups throughout the area sew beautiful Christmas 
stockings and donate money to purchase candy and personal care 
items with which to fill the stockings. The stockings are then 
delivered to each prison for distribution to the inmates. In 1998 we 
added the Nebraska Youth Correctional Center, which houses 68 
teeanagers who have been sentenced as adults.

Recently, conversations began on ways to add other 
programs to the outreach at the Youth Correctional Center. Although 
the facility does an outstanding job on the educational component, 
ensuring that each boy receives a G.E.D., there is not a lot of 
emphasis put on extra curriculum, such as the arts. Presbyterian 
Outreach has a program called “School of the Arts,” which provides 
piano, dance, visual art and acting lessons to children in the 
community. Through conversations with the prison staff and 
volunteers we are looking at ways to create a ten-week music program 
for the summer. The goal will be to develop a singing group which 
can perform at special functions and church services. We will 
evaluate the program at the end of the ten weeks and look at ways of 
expanding it in the fall.

If you are interested in volunteering for this outreach, 
please contact Ruth Hamlin at 341-6559. Mailing Address: 216 
South 34 Street, Omaha, NE 68131.

I f  your church or civic group is involved in some activity 
which benefits offenders or victims of crime, please let us 

hear from you. Your efforts may inspire others to act.
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BOY SCOUTS/ Juvenile Diversion 
Program & Teen Court
The information below was obtained from material sent by the Mid- 
America Council, Boy Scouts of America, 12401 W. Maple Rd.
Omaha NE 68164. Phone: 431-9272.

The Diversion Program (begun in 1991) is a pre-trial 
program for minors, conducted through the efforts of the Omaha Bar 
Assoc, and the Boy Scouts, to provide first-time misdemeanor offenders 
a positive alternative to juvenile court. The program aims to improve 
attitudes about the legal system and self-image, teach better methods of 
communication and conflict resolution, and prevent breaking of the law 
again. Referrals to the program are made by the Juvenile Division of 
the County Attorney’s Office. The recidivism rate is about 15%. In the 
pre-teen program (youth ages 10 - 12) meetings are held once each 
week for six weeks and a community service project is involved, hi the 
teen program (youth ages 13 - 18) meetings are held bi-monthly for six 
months, and 40 hours of community service is involved.

The Mid-America Council Teen Court is a voluntary 
diversion program. Referrals are made by the Juvenile Division of the 
County Attorney’s office and the defendant agrees to be presumed 
guilty and to have his/her sentence determined by a panel of three 
judges who are trained teen volunteers. The defense attorney, 
prosecuting attorney, bailiff and clerk are also teens - all volunteers 
from area schools. The program began in January of 1999.

MISCELLANEOUS BITS & PIECES

VINE (Victim Information and Notification Everyday) is a free, 
anonymous, computer-based service that provides victims of crime two 
important features: information and notification. For inmate custody 
information, call, toll-free, 1-877-634-8463, and follow the prompts. 
VINE will quickly provide the caller with inmate status information.

NEBRASKANS FOR JUSTICE is a non-profit, tax-exempt group 
which works on justice issues in law enforcement, the courts, and U.S. 
prisons. Nebraskans for Justice has selected the case of Ed Poindexter 
and Mondo we Langa (formerly David Rice) for special support. In the 
Spring, 2000 issue of their publication, Buffalo Chip, NEJ stated that a 
Lincoln, Nebraska team of attorneys and paralegals was recruited last 
year to review the case, with the aim of getting Ed and Mondo back into 
court where they can prove their innocence. NFJ has hired two 
consultant/specialists in forensics and document analysis, to take 
advantage of improved technology developed since the 1970s. One may 
contact NFJ at 1314 S 9th St, Omaha NE 68108.

NEBRASKA DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SEXUAL ASSAULT 
COALITION (825 M Street, Suite 404, Lincoln NE 68508. Phone: 
402-476-6256) is a state-wide advocacy organization which recently 
published Sexual Assault: Information fo r  victims, families and friends. 
The 58 page handbook, besides giving much information about sexual 
assault, also lists contact information for twenty-three domestic violence 
and sexual assault programs throughout the state. One may write for a 
free copy of the booklet, funding for which was provided by Nebraska 
Health and Human Services - Services Division Preventative Health 
Block Grant. Nebraska’s 24 hour statewide domestic violence and 
sexual assault hotline number is 800-876-6238.

NEBRASKA CORRECTIONAL ASSOCIATION is affiliated with 
the larger American Correctional Association, a membership 
organization of correctional professionals, individuals, agencies and 
organizations involved in the full spectrum of correctional activities. It

promotes professional develoment for its members, represents its 
members in national policy discussions relating to corrections, and 
develops standards for correctional institutions. Associate 
membership ($15 annually) is available for full-time students not 
currently working within the field of corrections, retired professionals, 
volunteers and interested citizens (subject to verification). Associate 
membership entitles one to receive two publications, Corrections 
Today, and On the Line, without charge, and members are also invited 
to the conferences sponsored by the Nebraska Correctional 
Association.

NEBRASKA COMMISSION ON LAW ENFORCEMENT AND 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE (CRIME COMMISSION) is the publisher 
of the Nebraska Criminal Justice Directory each year. At last check 
the 2000 edition was almost sold out ($7.00 per copy) but one can call 
or write to get on the list for the next edition. Address: 301 
Centennial Mall South, P.O. Box 94946, Lincoln NE 68509. Phone: 
402-471-2194.

PULSE - a support group for families of homicide victims, was 
reported to be ceasing its activities this past month because of a lack 
of funding, according a story in the April 10, 2000 Omaha World 
Herald. Pulse was funded briefly by the state in 1997 but a new grant 
request was denied last July. According to the World Herald story, 
Crime Commission officials said they wanted to consolidate victims’ 
assistance programs in Douglas County.

LB 907, sponsored by Senator Hilgert, would have defined graffiti as 
a criminal offense under the current criminal mischief statute. The 
bill would have imposed increased penalties based on the amount of 
damage done by the perpetrator and allowed judges the option of 
suspending the perpetrator’s driver’s license. LB 907 did not advance 
from committee prior to the end of the legislative session. (This 
information taken from Unicameral Update Special Edition.)

LB 1008 and LB 1008A, both sponsored by Senator Chambers and 
passed unanimously, made some changes necessary to complete an 
authorized study of homicide sentencing in Nebraska. The new 
deadline for completion of the study is Aug. 1, 2001 and an additional 
$80,000 was appropriated to cover costs. (Information from the 
Unicameral Update Special Edition)

OMAHA FIRM IS LEADER IN PRISON DESIGN - The DLR
Group, Inc. (Dana, Larson, Roubal) is reported to be the largest U.S. 
designer of criminal justice facilities, according to World Architecture 
magazine (as reported in a story in the June 4, 2000 edition of the 
Omaha World Herald. The new prison in Tecumseh, Nebraska is one 
of their projects.

ION SCANNERS ARE ON ORDER - for prisons in Lincoln and 
Tecumseh, according to a March 23, 2000 story in the Omaha World 
Herald. The technology, used at the Clarinda facility, detects traces 
of narcotics or explosives on visitors. The Iowa Civil Liberties Union 
is concerned about the use of test results.

DOUGLAS COUNTY CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL - reviews proposed changes in 
policies and activities within the local justice system, researches 
problem areas, and makes recommendations to appropriate officials. 
Among those who serve on the Council are: the Public Defender, 
Douglas Co. Sheriff, a Douglas Co. Commissioner, a City 
Councilman, the Police Chief, the City Prosecutor, Judges from the 
District, County and Juvenile Courts, the Douglas County Chief 
Administrative Officer, and the Chief Deputy, Douglas County 
Corrections.



DEPT OF CORRECTIONS

RACIAL DISPARITIES IN 
NEBRASKA PRISONS
(Editor’s Note: The following statistics are taken from the April 2000 
Monthly Data Sheet of the Nebraska Dept of Correctional Services, in 
which figures for inmates are from FY99 and figures for Nebraska 
demographics are from the 1990 U.S. Census estimated. (Emphases 
added)

Inmates (Total number: 3.549)
White: 2,030 or 57.2% of the total number of inmates.

Whites make up 93.8% of Nebraska’s population.
African American: 942 or 26.5% of the total number of inmates.

African Americans make up 3.6% of Nebraska’s population. 
Hispanic: 405 or 11.4% of the total number of inmates.

Hispanics make up 2.3% of Nebraska’s population.
Asian: 18 or 0.5% of the total number of inmates.

Asians make up 0.8% of Nebraska’s population.
Native American: 156 or 4.5% of the total number of inmates.

Native Americans make up 0.8% of Nebraska’s population.

Dept of Correctional Services Personnel 
(Total - 1630, of whom 747 are uniformed staff.)
White: 1,448 or 88.8% of total.
African American: 96 or 5.9% of total.
Hispanic: 65 or 4% of total.
Asian: 5 or 0.3% of total.
Native American: 15 or 0.9% of total.
(A separate breakdown on die racial composition of die uniformed 
staff was not provided in the Data Sheet)

THE TREATMENT CENTER 
APPROACH TO SUBSTANCE 
ABUSE
(Excerpts from the Nebraska Dept of Correctional Services Monthly 
Data Sheet, April 18, 2000, describing die residential treatment 
program for men at the Nebraska Correctional Treatment Center in 
Lincoln, and the program for women located in a separate unit at the 
Nebraska Correctional Center for Women in York.)

“The Residential Services coordinated by the Nebraska 
Correctional Treatment Center focus on a structured substance abuse 
education, recovery and relapse prevention treatment program in 
conjunction with an emphasis on criminal attitudes and behaviors.

The program for male inmates...lasts between 10 and 12 
months. The program for female inmates...lasts 6 to 12 months.

Referral to these programs involves an extensive screening 
process. In addition, the programs require inmates to take 
responsibility for their actions, to participate in all program 
components and to accept the obligation to practice their new 
attitudes, dioughts and behaviors. The primary counselor and the 
treatment team assess individual treatment plans and progress.

O f the 481 inmates at the Nebraska Correctional Treatment 
Center (9-1994 through 3-2000) who graduated from this program, 
there were only 16 with new felony convictions. At the Nebraska 
Correctional Center for Women (3-1997 through 3-2000), 90 inmates 
graduated from the program; none (0) o f these inmates have had new 
felony convictions.” (Ed.: emphasis added)

BOOK REVIEW

RACE TO INCARCERATE ByMarcMauer. New Press, 
1999. Paper, $22.95.
Review by Joan Ogren, Nebraska contact for C.U.R.E.

Marc Mauer is the assistant director of The Sentencing 
Project. The Sentencing Project is a non-profit, nationally recognized 
organization, based in Washington D.C. It promotes criminal justice 
reform and the development of alternatives to incarceration. Its 
recommendations are reviewed, but not necessarily utilized, by 
Congress. Mr. Mauer has served as a consultant to the National 
Institute of Corrections, the Bureau of Justice Assistance, and the 
American Bar Association.

In 200 comprehensive pages, Marc Mauer uses graphs and 
statistics to explain why and how the use of incarceration and the 
prison-building craze in the United States has increased the prison 
population five times since 1973, how 28% of black males can expect 
to be imprisoned in their lifetime, and how one in three young black 
men are under criminal justice supervision.

The book goes back through history, giving us a review of 
how crime has been dealt with at various times, and of how the use of 
incarceration has been used - or not used - depending on which 
political party was at the helm. By simply knowing which president 
was in power one could predict whether the philosophy of 
“incarceration” or the philosophy of “rehabilitation” was used. 
Further, he shows how the expansion of prisons and jails has failed to 
have any substantial impact on crime.

Mauer makes no bones about telling of how political 
candidates and politicians use terms like “get tough on crime,” and 
“lock-’em-up,” as a means to attain their goals. He explores the 
impact of the “prison-industrial complex” (cf also the December 1998 
issue of The Atlantic Monthly) on congressional/legislative decision
making.

He shows how the war on drugs has emphasized control - 
both police and prisons - over drug treatment and can be questioned as 
just another means to keep prisons full.

I don’t quite understand the use of the word “race” in the 
title. I don’t see this nonsense of trying to fill prisons as a “race.” 
Except for Russia, the United States doesn’t have any competition in 
filling prisons. Prisoners in the U.S. far outnumber other countries, 
eliminating those countries as competitors from the beginning. Some 
of the material is quite repetitive; however, this just verifies my 
thinking that this “prison problem” is an on-going problem and due to 
powerful influence, and that it will continue to be an on-going 
problem. After reading Mauer’s Race to Incarcerate I can understand 
why.

TEXAS INMATES HAVE A VOICE

Texas, first in executions, nonetheless provides a voice for 
inmates which is probably as good as any in the nation. The Echo: 
Texas Prison News, has been published continuously for 71 years, 
since 1928. It is for dedicated use by Texas offenders and is 
distributed free to them. People in the free world can subscribe to 
The Echo for $12 annually. Checks should be made out to: The 
ECHO/ TDCJ and sent to: The EDITOR, Hie ECHO, P.O. Box 99, 
Huntsville, TX 77342.

Hie May, 2000 issue contained a critical analysis of a 1'exas 
prison escape and the lockdown following it, the results of an Echo 
survey of Texas inmates, letters and opinion pieces from numerous 
inmates, national news about prison policy and court cases, inmate 
poetry, and opinion pieces by the inmate editorial staff.
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LESSONS FROM A PRISON TOUR
By Ralph Hueser, Pastoral Administrator of Holy Family Church and a member of the 
Advisory Committee for the Nebraska Criminal Justice Review.

In April, the Advisory Committee for this publication was invited to have its 
meeting at the Nebraska Correctional Youth Facility in Omaha, near Eppley Airport. We 
had our meeting, and then Warden Robert Houston hosted us for a meal and a tour of the 
facility.

I am a novice in the field of criminal justice. I have heard stories shared by fellow 
deacons from the Archdiocese of Omaha who are involved in jail ministry, but there is a lot 
I don’t know.

During the tour of the facility, Warden Houston seemed anxious that we 
understand what happens to an inmate when he/she becomes a part of the system. (I have 
been under the impression that when persons are sent to confinement they merely “exist” 
until they are released, unless they can make license plates or other items for Comhusker 
Industries.)

I learned that each inmate is given a thorough evaluation, based on court records, 
pre-sentence investigation, an interview upon arrival at the institution, and other evaluation 
tools. Then a program is put together to try to meet the needs of the individual.

I learned that a variety of support groups are available: alcohol and narcotics 
groups, anger control, parenting, and life skills. I also learned that many of these are done 
by volunteers and there are never enough of them. There are also educational programs 
available. Metropolitan Community College has a contract with the State Dept of 
Corrections to provide educational opportunities to inmates on a variety of levels.

The Nebraska Correctional Youth Facility has a bit of an advantage. The number 
of inmates assigned there is relatively small in comparison to the Omaha Correctional 
Facility or the facilities in Lincoln. (Ed.: The design capacity of the Youth Facility is 68)
As is usually the case, money and people to conduct programs are two major issues. There 
isn’t enough of either.

It is my belief, after this visit, that money spent on rehabilitation may lower the 
recidivism rate and help the inmates be motivated to deal with substance abuse, anger, 
family issues, and lack of education. Another element in the equation is the willingness of 
the inmate to change things. Some obviously do want to change things, but unfortunately, 
many of them do not.

I can say that I know more now than I did. I still don’t know all of the problems 
and I certainly don’t have the answers, but being involved with this newsletter will help me 
become better informed about the many issues involved in Nebraska’s criminal justice 
system.

PLEASE HELP SUPPORT THIS PUBLICATION
The Nebraska Criminal Justice Review is supported by donations to Holy 
Family Church. It is sent free to all who request it. Copies are also sent to 
those professionally involved in the criminal justice system, and to many 
churches and to community groups. To contribute financial support, see 
donation form on this page. Thank you for your help!
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