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14 Law of the Game of Thrones 
David Weber, professor of law, examines the legal 

structures that govern the highly complex world 

depicted in George R.R. Martin’s epic series,  

A Song of Ice and Fire, adapted for television by  

HBO as Game of Thrones.

A Commitment to Civil Rights 
Prominent civil rights attorney the Rev. Fred Gray 

spoke at the 2018 Lane Foundation Lecture at 

Creighton in January on Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day. Gray’s appearance at Creighton continued the 

ongoing civil rights conversation that began at the 

School of Law with the Civil Rights Lecture Series 

in 1977.

Power Women in D.C. 
Creighton Lawyer profiles the careers of four 

impressive School of Law alumnae who work in  

federal government in Washington, D.C.

Representing the Underrepresented 
Creighton’s Milton R. Abrahams Legal Clinic is 

celebrating 25 years this year. While helping those 

who may not otherwise be able to afford legal 

service, the clinic offers Creighton law students an 

invaluable learning experience while working with 

underrepresented clients.
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In this issue of Creighton Lawyer, we highlight 
the 25th anniversary of our Milton R. Abrahams 
Legal Clinic and the significant difference it has 
made — and continues to make — in the lives 
of its clients, the education of our students and 
the fabric of our community. 

 Through the dedicated leadership of professor Kate 
Mahern, and the work of our students, the School of 
Law is putting into practice Creighton University’s Jesuit, 
Catholic mission of serving those on the margins of 
society — fighting for justice on a variety of legal issues. 

I am delighted to announce that the Nebraska State 
Bar Association will be recognizing the clinic and 
professor Mahern in October with its 2018 Award of 
Special Merit. 

Congratulations to all of those who have been involved with the Abrahams Legal Clinic 
— past and present — on this milestone anniversary and distinguished award. We are proud 
of your efforts. 

Also in this issue, professor David Weber explores the legal structures found in the 
popular television series Game of Thrones; professor Kent Neumeister chronicles our 
institutional commitment to engaging in the nation’s ongoing civil rights discussion; and 
we profile several law alumnae who are exceling in careers in our nation’s capital.   

Congratulations and best wishes to our 2018 graduating class, as they begin their legal 
careers. I am pleased to report that our data shows a 5 percent increase in the job placement 
rate for this class.  

I am also excited to welcome our incoming class, with 12 accelerated JD students from 
five states, who began in May, and 103 traditional JD students from 25 states, who started in 
August. Fifty-two percent of the class are women (an 11 percentage-point increase over last 
year) and 20 percent are minorities. In addition, the LSAT and GPA scores of our incoming 
class continue to climb. This also is the first class to include high-achieving students known 
as “Creighton Scholars” (see Page 5). 

Meanwhile, our new faculty are realizing great success. Professor Kelly Dineen, who 
joined us last year from Saint Louis University to lead our Health Law Program, will assist 
the Law Review in hosting a spring symposium on health law.

The fall semester is busy, with an International & Comparative Law Journal symposium 
on cyber-security coordinated by professor Ed Morse, visiting lectures and annual events 
such as the Red Mass and the Sedgwick Golf Tournament. Judge Dragolzeb Popovich of the 
European Court of Human Rights has joined us for the fall semester as a visiting professor, 
teaching international human rights and comparative governments.

While the legal community mourns the loss of Judge Mark Ashford, JD’78, who died in 
August, we collectively look forward to seeing the new Douglas County Veteran’s Court 
that he created last year thrive and grow into a fitting legacy of his service to Omaha 
and Nebraska.

As you can see, we remain a vibrant, progressive community of legal scholars and 
students. We invite you to engage with us when you’re on campus or in town, or virtually 
through our alumni e-newsletters and social media pages. We are excited to keep 
demonstrating to Omaha and the world why a Creighton legal education is important, 
special and life-changing. 
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When Molly Bertelson, JD’18, starts 
her legal career as an assistant 
public defender later in the fall, she 
already will have experience with 
clients under her belt. 

While still in law school, Bertelson worked 
in Creighton’s Milton R. Abrahams Legal 
Clinic along with other senior-certified 
law students under the supervision of staff 
attorneys. This civil practice clinic operates 
as a small law firm, providing valuable 
experience for law students — and free 

legal assistance for low-income residents of 
Douglas County, Nebraska. 

Bertelson says she handled landlord-tenant 
disputes, trust and probate cases, divorce, 
custody disputes and more.

“Those are definitely experiences the 
majority of law students don’t get,” Bertelson 
says. “Between the clinic and my trial 
team competitions, I feel better prepared. 
The clinic definitely provided real-world 
experience.”

Her position with the Douglas County 
Public Defender’s Office in Omaha begins 
in November. She had also interned for a 
federal public defender in Iowa, but she 

says her clinic work provided more applied 
experience. “The clinic was so hands-on, it 
made me feel more confident. We handled 
cases from start to finish.”

Through a new program that began this 
fall, paralegal students in the undergraduate 
Legal Studies Program at College of Saint 
Mary in Omaha are working alongside 
Creighton law students in the Abrahams 
Legal Clinic as part of their internship 
training.

Bertelson, who is a College of Saint Mary 
graduate herself, says it will be beneficial to 

law students and paralegal students alike to 
work with each other before graduating from 
their respective programs.

“It would have been very helpful to have 
worked with a paralegal, to have a second 
set of eyes and get help with research and 
proofreading. And it will be great for the 
paralegals to get such hands-on experience.”

“I’m always looking for practical 
experiences for our paralegal students,” says 
Sally Bisson-Best, JD, associate professor 
of legal studies and director of the Legal 
Studies Program at College of Saint Mary. 
“We look for opportunities for them to work 
with attorneys.

“Paralegal students can do a lot of the same 
things first- and second-year law students 
can do. They know the terminology, the 
importance of confidentiality and more. 
They can interview clients, perform research 
and draft documents under the supervision 
of an attorney.”

Like Bertelson, Bisson-Best says the 
collaborative effort is going to be a great 
opportunity for the paralegal students as well 
as the law students.

“When the law students get out in the 
world, they’re going to be working with 
paralegals. They don’t usually have that 
opportunity until they are in their first job.”

The College of Saint Mary paralegal 
students, on the other hand, have a double 
benefit. “Our students who are interested in 
law school will get to experience attorneys 
and law students working in a legal setting. 
And those whose career choice is to be a 
paralegal will get to experience functioning 
as a paralegal in the real world.”

Bisson-Best says of the 50 or so legal 
studies students at College of Saint Mary 
each year, about five go on to law school 
at Creighton.

Bertelson was one of those. “While I 
was at College of Saint Mary, I knew I was 
interested in public interest law. I wanted 
to help lower income individuals who can’t 
always get what they need in life. Law school 
was always in the back of my mind, but I 
was kind of nervous. As I went along in my 
studies and did well, I thought, why not take 
it to the next level?”

With the added feature of the new 
program with Creighton’s law clinic, the 
College of Saint Mary paralegal students are 
going to get an even better taste of law school 
and the legal profession.

Creighton already collaborates on a 3+3 
program with College of Saint Mary, in 
which successful students can earn their 
undergraduate degree in paralegal studies 
from College of Saint Mary and a JD from 
Creighton in a total of six years. 

“We’re looking forward to deepening our 
institutional relationship with College of 
Saint Mary,” says Interim Dean Michael Kelly, 
“and allowing College of Saint Mary paralegal 
students to complete their internships in our 
legal clinic is a wonderful way to do that.”  
— BY CINDY MURPHY MCMAHON, BA’74

Law Clinic Welcomes Paralegal Students

Molly Bertelson, JD’18, a College of Saint Mary graduate, worked in the Abrahams Legal Clinic while in  
law school and thinks it will be beneficial to have CSM paralegal students working in the clinic through the 
new program.
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Inaugurated with this fall’s 
entering class, the new Creighton 
Scholars program is designed for 
academically exceptional applicants 
who have researched their law 
school options and are certain 
they want to attend Creighton 
University School of Law.

Creighton Scholars is a binding program 
for applicants with high academic 
credentials and demonstrated leadership 
potential. Applicants are free to apply 
to other schools, but upon admission to 
the Creighton Scholars program must 
withdraw all applications to other schools 
and not initiate any new applications. Those 
accepted receive full tuition for all three 
years of law school, among other benefits.

In its first year, Creighton has nine 

Nebraska Supreme Court at Creighton
The Nebraska Supreme Court was in session 

in the Gross Appellate Courtroom in the  

Ahmanson Law Center at the School of Law  

on April 5. Justices heard four cases  

followed by a question-and-answer  

session with students.

Miller

Patach

Creighton Scholars in its entering class of 
115 students. Jessica Patach of Omaha is one 
of them. “I think it’s an exceptional choice,” 
Patach says of Creighton law school.

Omaha-area law firms are invited to be 
a part of the Creighton Scholars program 
through mentorship opportunities. Mentors 
agree to host regular lunches and provide 
coaching and job-shadowing opportunities 
for student participants.

“It is expected that mentors build 
a relationship with their designated 
Creighton Scholar from day one of law 
school,” says BarbaraKaye Miller, assistant 
dean of admissions, who oversees the 
program.

“I think this is going to be one of the most 
valuable things I will receive,” Patach says of 
the mentorship component. “Nothing beats 
having advice from individuals currently in 
the profession you are aspiring toward.”

Introducing Creighton Scholars
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“ The Nebraska Supreme Court had 
an excellent experience at Creighton 
University School of Law. I was glad 
that we were able to sit with the Court 
and experience the discussion with 
the students, all of whom were well- 
prepared and thoughtful.”

   CHIEF JUSTICE MICHAEL HEAVICAN
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Creighton University has its first Pat Tillman Scholar. 
Eric Hagen, a first-year student in the School of Law, 
earned the award from the Pat Tillman Foundation, 
named for the one-time NFL star who gave up his 
football career to join the Army Rangers at the onset 
of U.S. involvement in two wars. Tillman took part in 
the invasion of Iraq in March 2003 and was killed in 
Afghanistan in April 2004.

Just as it did for Tillman, service has long 
held a central position in Hagen’s life. The 
Omaha native joined the U.S. Marine Corps 
following his 2011 graduation from the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln and spent 
six years in the service, rising to the rank 
of captain.

“It was always something I felt that I 
should do,” Hagen says. “I love my country 
and I felt the Marine Corps was a good way 
to give back to it. But I found the Marine 
Corps did a lot more for me than I ever did for it.”

With his wife, Abby, and their two young sons, Eli and Henry, life 
in the Marines was a good one and one Hagen could see himself and 
his family living for years to come.

Then came Oct. 2, 2017. Following an 11-day trip to Nebraska, the 
family was headed back to Hagen’s post in Norfolk, Virginia, when 
they were involved in a car accident in Illinois. Abby, who held a 

degree in education and ran an in-home daycare, was thrown from 
the minivan Hagen was driving and died at the scene. Eric and the 
boys were unhurt.

Without Abby, away from family and trying to raise two young 
boys while keeping up with the demands of life in the Marine Corps, 
Hagen had an epiphany earlier this year — a vision seemingly guided 
by his late wife. He decided to go to law school with an eye toward 
a new career in family law, especially in advocating for the best 
interests of children in cases of neglect, abuse and abandonment. 
Both Hagen and Abby had extensive experience working in various 
capacities with children at Boys Town and CEDARS Youth Services 
in Lincoln, Nebraska.

“That’s a testament to Abby,” Hagen says. “Anyone who knew her 
knew the importance of family and of children in her life. Through 
her, I saw that we often treat the symptoms of the problems in our 
society rather than the cause, and the cause, to me, is centered on 
family life and education. And if there’s something I can do, some 
way to have even a small impact or influence on a family in need of 
that help, then I want to help in any way I can.”

With that goal in mind, Hagen enters the School of Law as 
Creighton’s inaugural Tillman Scholar. For the past decade, the 
Pat Tillman Foundation has granted more than $16 million in 
scholarships to nearly 600 active military, veterans and veterans’ 
family members who are determined to change the world for 
the better.

Hagen applied for the scholarship earlier this year and learned of 
his selection in May. He decided on Creighton not only to be near 
family, but also because of the school’s emphasis on service to higher 
callings within the law.

“I know it’ll be a challenge,” Hagen says. “But I’m excited for the 
challenge and excited to be at Creighton. It’s a place that I know will 
encourage and support me and where I can get a degree and put it to 
work so I can do some good for others.” — BY ADAM KLINKER

“Cloud Columns,” by Allan Tubach, 
is now featured prominently in the 
Klutznick Law Library. It is a gift 
from the artist, as well as his wife, 
Dorothy Tubach, JD’84. The artwork 
is a celebration of the practice of law 
through symbols of jurisprudence. 
Depictions of corinthian columns from 
the Douglas County Courthouse and 
the United States Supreme Court 
represent the bedrock foundations of 
the law while moving clouds reflected 
in the windows symbolize the search 
for answers to difficult questions 
within the study and theory of law. The 
artwork honors G. Michael Fenner and 
Larry Teply, professors; Eric Pearson, 
professor emeritus; and the late Mary 
Beerling, JD’83, a friend of the artist’s 
wife. A gift from Jim McCarthy, JD’76, 
funded the renovated space in which the 
artwork appears. The space is named 
in memory of McCarthy’s parents, 
Bernard H. and Dorothy O. McCarthy.

Hagen

Tragedy Gives Focus  
to Tillman Scholar

Gift of Art Displayed in Klutznick Law Library
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Following in 
Footsteps
Maggie Rossiter had recently 
graduated from the University of 
Kansas, with a degree in journalism, 
and was teaching English in Madrid, 
Spain, when she was inspired to 
begin a different type of journey.

“I told my parents, ‘I think I want to go to 
law school,’” Rossiter says.

Her parents, Robert Rossiter Jr., JD’81, 
and MaryBeth Frankman Rossiter, JD’81, 
both practicing attorneys at the time, 
were supportive of the decision but didn’t 
want to push their youngest child into the 
profession.

“We had four children, and we never had 
any expectation of any of them becoming 
lawyers,” MaryBeth says. “We never pushed 
it, or said, ‘Oh, will somebody be a lawyer?’ 
So this was very much of a surprise.”

But a pleasant surprise!
With her older siblings engaged in careers 

in finance, art and health care, Maggie 
decided to follow in her parents’ footsteps  — 
not only in pursuing a law degree, but doing 
so at Creighton.

“I liked the idea of Creighton,” says 
Maggie, who also considered Kansas and the 
University of Nebraska College of Law. “I 
wanted to come back home. It was kind of a 
simple choice.”

Maggie is currently in her third year 
of law school, and ranked among the top 
students in her class. Like her parents before 
her, she enjoys the camaraderie that has 
developed among her classmates.

She also likes swapping law school 
stories with her parents. They echo shared 
experiences of fear and stress, of fun and 
friendship, and of professors dedicated to 
their students’ success. 

“It’s been fun,” Maggie says. “It’s been 
really fun. I kind of feel like I’m going 
through the experience with them.” 

In June 2016, the summer before Maggie 
started at Creighton, her father was 
confirmed as a judge on the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Nebraska. With her 
parents’ professional reputation and history 
with Creighton School of Law (her father 
was an adjunct professor for 15 years and has 

served on the alumni advisory board since 
its inception), Maggie says she felt some 
extra pressure early on.

“I definitely did that first semester of my 
first year,” she says. “I think mostly because I 
had some of their same professors. But that 
quickly faded away. I was really adamant 
about doing this on my own.

“I’m obviously very proud of my parents, 
and they both have great reputations. But I 
wanted to do this without that reputation.”

Her parents concur that Maggie’s success 
is very much of her own making. Judge 
Rossiter says his former colleagues at Fraser 
Stryker law firm in Omaha — where he was 
a partner and practiced for more than 30 
years — ribbed him that they “traded up” 
when Maggie started clerking for them. 
Judge Rossiter agreed.

“That’s gratifying to us, and it makes us 
very proud,” MaryBeth says.

Maggie says her parents, who met 
and began dating during law school, have 
been great sounding boards. 

“My first year, I asked a lot of questions,” 
Maggie says.

Judge Rossiter jumps in, adding with 
a laugh: “And then we couldn’t agree on 
the answer.”

“They liked to hear me talk about what 
I was learning in class,” Maggie says. “It 
was nice to go back home to parents who 
understood.

“I remember my first year, during finals, 
I texted my parents and said, ‘I’m really 
nervous for this final.’”

Her mom, in lawyerly fashion, replied: 
“It’s OK, just look at the facts, spot the 
issues and analyze how they fit together.”

Maggie was offered and accepted a job 
upon graduation with Fraser Stryker. And 
even though she’s succeeded on her own and 
is charting her own path, she’s delighted to 
have her parents by her side on the journey. 

“I don’t think I would have gotten here 
and chosen law school without them. They 
are definitely two legal professionals I look 
up to.” — BY RICK DAVIS, BA’88

From left, Robert Rossiter Jr., JD’81, Maggie Rossiter and MaryBeth Frankman Rossiter, JD’81. Just as her 
parents did, Maggie is pursuing a law degree at Creighton.
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Creighton’s School of Law last 
year took its first steps toward a 
formalized poverty law program, 
when a gift from the Heaney Family 
Fund had come to fruition and 
launched a scholarship-supported 
survey course and externships. 

A dozen students enrolled in the 
spring 2018 course, taught by adjunct 
faculty member Ann Mangiameli, JD’91. 
Several of those students participated in 
externships, and two recent School of Law 
graduates have since gone on to begin their 
professions in poverty law. 

The budding program will be honored 
in October with a Seeds of Justice Award, 
bestowed by Nebraska Appleseed, a 
nonprofit and lobbying organization. The 
honor will be presented as part of the 
organization’s 2018 Good Apple Awards.

With that early, favorable breeze at its 
back, the school now seeks to pick up 
the pace.

The vision of the late Creighton professor 
and renowned osteoporosis researcher 
Robert P. Heaney, BS’47, MD’51, and his 
daughter, School of Law alumna Muirne 
Heaney, JD’83, to establish a full-fledged 
poverty law program will come that 
much closer to being fully realized, as the 
curricular and externship elements are set 

to grow — and, notably, enhanced with a 
pro bono service component. 

“It’s a good next step,” Muirne Heaney 
says, “and it’s attractive to law students. 
Students want to help people.”

Helping people — specifically, those with 
limited means, and thereby some of the 
most vulnerable in society — is obviously 
at the core of the program. Participating 
students will learn about the legal, political 
and social challenges facing those living in 
poverty.

Katelyn Cherney, JD, BA’08, is Creighton’s 
poverty law program director. She arrived 
at the law school in summer 2016 as a staff 
attorney at the Milton R. Abrahams Legal 
Clinic. Prior to that, she worked at Legal 
Aid of Nebraska — where Heaney got to 
know her. (Mangiameli also works at Legal 
Aid, managing its health, education and 
law project.) 

Cherney’s involvement with the poverty 
law program began in January.

“She’s young, she’s energetic, she has 
embraced this program, and I think she’s 
got great ideas,” says Heaney, managing 
attorney at Legal Aid of Nebraska, the state’s 
largest nonprofit law firm.

Cherney’s first big idea: Grow the 
program by adding pro bono projects 
to the mix — “getting students into 
the community, doing legal work and 
performing service.”

A pro bono component was critical, she 
concluded, and the coupling of poverty 
law study with Creighton’s Jesuit, Catholic 
mission, she says, “is very potent.”

Cherney knows firsthand the impact of a 
service-oriented component to law school. 

After completing an English degree at 
Creighton, the Omaha native completed 
an internship with Nebraska Appleseed. 
She then joined the Jesuit Volunteer Corps 
in Berkeley, California, working full time 
at the East Bay Community Law Center’s 
Neighborhood Justice Clinic.

Cherney went on to earn her law degree 
from the University of Michigan in 2014, 
completing a summer clerkship at the 
Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty 
Law in Chicago.

As director of the School of Law’s poverty 
law program, her foremost function will 
be that of facilitator, working with student 
coordinators, tracking students’ pro bono 
hours, and enlisting area attorneys to serve 
as supervisors and incorporate law students 
into their existing pro bono work.

The pro bono infrastructure is still 
under construction, “but it’s a strong start,” 
Cherney says.

“The needs are apparent and persistent,” 
she says, “in our own community and 
nationally.”

Of the opportunity for students, Cherney 
says there’s something for everyone.

“Students who came to law school with 
a public interest focus may have done 
extensive community service prior to law 
school, and they are eager to continue down 
that path,” she says. “But, you don’t have to 
be an aspiring public interest lawyer to find 
pro bono work relevant and meaningful to 
your legal education. 

“Students may want to be litigators. To 
get there, they can start with pro bono 
work that exposes them to the first stages 
of litigation — client interviewing, drafting 
and filing a complaint, getting a defendant 
served,” she says. 

“The first seeds of your knowledge base 
and professional network can start in your 
pro bono practice.” — BY GLENN ANTONUCCI 

‘The Needs Are Apparent and Persistent’:  

Poverty Law Program Set  
to Expand in Its Second Year

Katelyn Cherney, JD, BA’08, is the director of the 
poverty law program at Creighton.

“ Students may want 

to be litigators. To get 

there, they can start 

with pro bono work 

that exposes them 

to the first stages of 

litigation.”

    KATELYN CHERNEY, JD, BA’08
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Weber Receives 2018 St. Ignatius Award
Professor David Weber received the 2018 St. Ignatius Award at the president’s 

convocation address and awards ceremony during the University’s annual Founders 

Week in February. The award, presented by Creighton’s Deglman Center for Ignatian 

Spirituality, recognizes members of the faculty and staff who embody the spirit of 

St. Ignatius and reflect the Ignatian ideals of magis, cura personalis, and being persons 

for and with others in their daily lives. Weber, left, is pictured with Creighton President 

the Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ.

Haneman Joins Faculty
Victoria Haneman, JD, LLM, 

officially joined the School of Law’s 
faculty on July 1. She previously was on 
the faculty at Concordia University’s 
School of Law in Boise, Idaho. This fall, 
Haneman is teaching estate gifts and 
tax, as well as trusts and estates.

Haneman also has been on the 
faculty at the University of La Verne 
College of Law, as well as having 
been a visiting 
professor at the 
William S. Boyd 
School of Law at 
the University 
of Nevada at 
Las Vegas, and a 
teaching fellow 
at California 
Western School 
of Law. 

Haneman’s scholarly work has 
appeared in a number of publications, 
including Virginia Tax Review, Nevada 
Law Journal, Missouri Law Review and 
Cleveland State Law Review. She is also 
the co-author of Making Tax Law, 
published by Carolina Academic Press 
in 2014.

Watts Recipient of Eric Pearson 
Outstanding Faculty Member Award

The outgoing president of the Student Bar Association, 
Shayla Slaymaker, JD’18, presented Sean Watts, JD, LLM, 
with the Eric Pearson Outstanding Faculty Member Award 
at the law school’s hooding ceremony on May 10. It is the 
third consecutive year that Watts has received this award.

During his acceptance speech, Watts shared funny 
anecdotes students had shared of their professors in their 
reviews. He himself received: “Is it just me or does a major 
al-Qaeda figure get taken down every time Watts cancels 
class?” Watts’ rebuttal? “I am obligated to say, I can neither 
confirm nor deny my involvement in any such activities.”

Haneman
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Taking a Swing  
at Law School
Playing on the PGA’s developmental tours in the 
mid-1990s, Johnny Farrell knew he was present at 
the birth of a new era, amid the world’s unblinking 
attention on a charismatic young player who was 
revolutionizing the old game.

“Tiger exploded the whole golf industry,” says Farrell, an 
Omaha native and a third-year student in the Creighton School 
of Law. “Playing with him in junior events, you saw purses go 
from $100,000 to $800,000 or $1 million. It opened up so much 
more competition. It was a neat time to be in golf.”

But just when it seemed like all boats were rising on Tiger 
Woods’ tide, Farrell found himself laid up with a back injury that 
kept him from performing at the highest level.

Still, with a college degree focused on golf course 
management, Farrell retained his PGA membership and took 
on assignments, including travel as an honorary ambassador of 
golf to Cuba, helping with charity outreach, writing a regular 
newspaper column on the sport and serving as a professional at 
some of the most exclusive golf clubs in the world, including the 
Ocean Reef Club, where he instructed sports and movie stars 

like Cris Carter and Gene Hackman, among others.
By 2009, some of the luster of the golf boom had worn off 

and for the first time in recent history, the nation saw more golf 
courses close than open. Farrell took the LSAT, rekindling an 
old dream.

“From way back when I was a kid, I wanted to be a lawyer 
before I wanted to be a golfer,” he says. 

Ultimately, Farrell took a job in medical sales, representing 
southern Texas and Louisiana. But an illness in the family back 
in Omaha made him rethink his path yet again. At around the 
same time, he also received a fortuitous email.

“The LSAT score is only good for so many years,” Farrell says. 
“And they really want you to know when that date approaches. 
On top of that, I felt I really needed to come home.”

Farrell applied to and was accepted at Creighton, where he 
is now competing in moot court. In 2017, he was named the 
best oralist at the International Moot Court Competition in 
Nuremberg, Germany.

He’s also keeping a hand in the golf game, working part 
time as a professional instructing at a local public course and 
organizing this fall’s Sedgwick Golf Tournament, a major 
fundraiser and alumni reunion for the School of Law.

“I still love the game, still play a lot,” Farrell says. “I don’t 
want to lose that connection. Coming to Creighton, I could 
stay with it and use golf to help spread some good times and 
camaraderie.” — BY ADAM KLINKER
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Fr. Amidon, Janky to Offer  
Pastoral Care at Law School
In order to better provide spiritual and pastoral care to its mission-

focused community, the law school has welcomed two individuals 

into the fold in the last year. Last academic year, the Rev. Philip 

Amidon, SJ, began celebrating a weekly Mass at noon on Thursdays 

in the Ahmanson Law Center. Fr. Amidon, who is retired, came to 

Creighton in 1981. In addition to his various positions at St. John’s 

Church and on campus, he served as chaplain of the law school from 

1995 to 2005. In addition, the law school welcomed Gladyce Janky, 

MA’13, as chaplain. She is trained in the Ignatian tradition and offers 

counseling services and pastoral care to students, faculty and staff. 

Janky also provides the same services to the Graduate School and 

graduate students in the Heider College of Business.

Scholarship Allowed 
Willis to Pursue 
Childhood Dream
When most kids are asked what 
they want to be when they grow 
up, typical answers will include an 
actor, a teacher or a professional 
athlete. When elementary peers 
posed this question to Danny 
Willis, BA’15, JD’18, his reply 
surprised his parents: “I want to be 
an attorney.” With no history of 
attorneys in the family, it was a bit 
unusual for the then 7-year-old to 
mention a future career in law.

“But as I grew up, I had an interest 
in economics, philosophy and political 
science,” Willis says. “Law seemed like one 
place where those three disciplines merged 
in a practical field.”

Willis studied economics in the College 
of Arts and Sciences, graduating in 2015. 
Creighton’s Jesuit, Catholic background 
brought the Overland Park, Kansas, native 
to Omaha.

“I wanted to go to a school where 
the course requirements would include 
philosophy and theology classes,” Willis said. 
“I ended up taking a lot more credit hours in 
those courses than I would have elsewhere.”

When it came to law school, Willis 
knew Creighton had given him a great 

undergraduate experience, so choosing 
Creighton School of Law was easy.

“My top choice was to practice law in 
Omaha,” Willis said. “I knew the alumni 
network was pretty strong here.”

But after three years of studying 
economics, Willis was feeling burned out, 
and the prospect of accumulating debt in 
law school was intimidating.

“I almost didn’t go to law school at 
all,” Willis said. “And I knew that being a 
lawyer was something I wanted to be for a 
long time.”

After he received the McGrath North 
Scholarship, Willis “got some renewed 
excitement about going into law and staying 
in school for three more years.”

“It made it possible for me to go to law 
school at all,” Willis said.
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In his first year of law school, Willis 
received a clerkship at Pansing, Hogan, 
Ernst and Bachman in Omaha. He also got 
involved with Creighton’s law review.

In January, he started a clerkship at the 
Omaha law firm of Cassem, Tierney, Adams, 
Gotch and Douglas. He was hired full time 
for the fall. 

“I have always seen myself on more of the 
defense side, whether it would be criminal 
or civil,” Willis said. “I’m really happy where I 
ended up. Cassem has been very welcoming.”

After three years of law school, Willis is 
excited for a change of pace.

“Knowing that I come home at the end of 
the day, and don’t have to format an article 
for the law review or do law class reading 
anymore … I’m looking forward to that.”  
— BY EMILY RUST
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Patrick 
Borchers, 
professor, 
holder of the 
Lillis Family 
Professorship 
in Law and 

director of planning, budget and 
assessment, is the co-author of 
the 15th edition of the leading 
casebook on the Conflict in Laws 
that was published in July 2017 
by West Publishing. He also 
published “Extending Federal 
Rule of Civil Procedure 4(k)(2): 
A Way to (Partially) Clean Up 
the Personal Jurisdiction Mess” 
in Issue 2, Volume 67, of the 
American University Law Review.
 In February, Borchers and 
G. Michael Fenner, professor, 
presented a Continuing Legal 
Education program at Kutak Rock, 
LLP, in Omaha sponsored by the 
Federal Bar Association. They 
presented on constitutional law 
cases in front of the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

Catherine 
Brooks, 
professor, was 
elected president 
of the University 
faculty for the 
2018-2020 term, 

after completing a successful 
term as chair of the University’s 
Rank and Tenure Committee.

Kristy Coté, 
assistant 
professor, Dan 
Real, assistant 
professor, and 
Carol Knoepfler, 
assistant 
professor and 
director of legal 
writing, presented 
at the Legal 
Writing Institute’s 
Biennial 
Conference in 
July at Marquette 
University in 
Milwaukee. 
Coté and Real 
presented 
“Getting Students 
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Faculty: Beyond the Classr 
to the Finish Line: Perspectives 
on Bar Prep.” Knoepfler 
presented “Turning Bar Prep 
into Legal Writing Workshops.”

 
Marianne 
Culhane, 
former dean, 
was awarded 
the Nebraska 
State Bar 
Association’s 

Award of Special Merit on 
Oct. 12, 2017, during the 
association’s annual meeting 
in La Vista, Nebraska. Culhane 
was honored for her service to 
the law school and Nebraska’s 
legal community.

Craig Dallon, professor, 
participated in the Ronald 
Volkmer Dominican Republic 
Immersion Trip in early 
January, along with several 
law students and Ronald 
Volkmer, professor emeritus 
of law. Dallon also has taken 
on the leadership of the GOAL 
program.

Kelly Dineen, 
assistant 
professor 
and director 
of the health 
law program, 
co-edited 

the book Prescription Drug 
Diversion and Pain: History, 
Policy and Treatment and 
authored two chapters: 
“Legal Regulation of Opioid 
Prescribing” and “Opioid 
Prescribing in Stigmatized and 
Special Populations,” published 
by Oxford University Press in 
June 2018. She also authored 
“Legal & Ethical Issues in 
Critical Care” in Priorities in 
Critical Care Nursing, published 
in 2018. Her article “Defining 

Misprescribing to Inform 
Prescription Opioid Policy” 
appeared in the summer 2018 
edition of the Hastings Center 
Report, and she is editing a 
forthcoming symposium, 
“Living in Pain in the Midst of 
the Opioid Crisis,” in Narrative 
Inquiry in Bioethics. 
 Dineen presented “Decision 
Making Errors and Opioid 
Policy” at the 2018 Health Law 
Professors Conference. She 
also spoke at the 30th annual 
health law symposium at Saint 
Louis University in the spring 
and at the UNLV School of 
Law’s Symposium on Opioids 
last fall. She also presented her 
work at the national meetings 
of the American Society for 
Bioethics and the Humanities, 
the American Association for 
Clinical Chemistry, and the 
Southeastern American Law 
Schools, and was quoted by 
the St. Louis Post Dispatch on 
research ethics. 
 Dineen also is active on a 
regional and local level. She 
is one of 20 national experts 
selected to participate in the 
American Health Lawyer’s 
Association Convener Session 
on opioid policy this month. 
She is on the program 
committee for the American 
Society of Bioethics and 
Humanities and was selected 
as an academic partner 
for Creighton’s Center for 
Promoting Health and Health 
Equity. 

G. Michael 
Fenner, 
professor, 
James L. Koley 
Professor of 
Constitutional 
Law, gave 

opening remarks at the 2017 
Peter I. Hoagland Integrity 
in Public Service Lecture on 
Oct. 5, 2017, at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln. The 
main speaker was CNN senior 
White House correspondent 
Jeff Zeleny, whose address 
was titled “Exercising the First 
Amendment: Covering the 

Trump Campaign and the White 
House.” On Nov. 28, 2017, Fenner 
presented on the importance 
of having good judges on the 
Gill v. Whitford case in front 
of the U.S. Supreme Court. 
The case concerns political 
gerrymandering, and Fenner’s 
talk was in front of the Courts 
Matter Coalition of Nebraska.

Irina Fox, 
associate 
professor, 
published 
“The Necessity 
of Protecting 
Public Securities 

Transactions: Reading Bankruptcy 
Code Section 546(e) to Preempt 
State-Law Fraudulent Transfer 
Avoidance Actions” in the April 
edition of the Norton Journal of 
Bankruptcy Law and Practice.

Victoria 
Haneman, 
assistant 
professor, 
recently 
published 
“Everybody 

Dies. Or, a Consideration of 
Simultaneous Death Statutes 
and the Struggles of the Self-
Represented” in the Notre Dame 
Journal of Law, Ethics and Public 
Policy.

Raneta Lawson 
Mack, professor 
and holder of the 
Skinner Family 
Professorship of 
Law, is the author 
of Comparative 

Criminal Procedure: History, 
Processes and Case Studies, 
second edition, published by 
Hein. The book takes a process-
oriented approach that begins 
with police searches and 
continues through the trial and 
appeals process, so students 
can compare how various 
countries approach these stages 
in the criminal process. She 
also authored “These Words 
May Not Mean What You Think 
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They Mean: Toward a Modern 
Understanding of Children 
and Miranda Waivers” that was 
published in the spring 2018 
edition of the Boston University 
Public Interest Law Journal. 
In December 2017, Mack also 
completed a two-year term on 
the Nebraska Innocence Project 
board of directors, having served 
as board secretary.

R. Collin 
Mangrum, 
professor and 
holder of the A.A. 
& Ethel Yossem 
Endowed Chair 
in Legal Ethics, 

is the co-author of Mangrum 
and Benson on Utah Evidence 
(2017-2018), published by West 
for the ninth year as volume one 
of the Utah Practitioner’s Series, 
a 900-page treatise. He also 
published Mangrum on Nebraska 
Evidence (2018), also by West. 
This book marks the 14th year as 
volume three of the Nebraska 
Practitioner’s Series, a 1,000-
page treatise. The Utah book was 
presented at an all-day seminar, 
“Mangrum and Benson on Utah 
Evidence 2018,” on Dec. 14, 2017, 
in Salt Lake City. The Nebraska 
book was presented at the annual 
“Mangrum on Nebraska Evidence 
2018” on May 11 at the law school. 
More than 75 practicing attorneys, 
students and judges took part in 
this seminar.

Edward Morse, 
professor and 
holder of the 
McGrath North 
Mullin & Kratz 
Endowed Chair 
in Business 

Law, is active in the American 
Bar Association’s Committee on 
Cyberspace Law, assuming the 
role of program chair in 2017. He 
also co-chairs the Non-U.S. Cyber 
Relations Subcommittee with 
David Flint of Glasgow, Scotland.
 Morse has spoken regularly 
to chapters of Legatus this past 
year, including presentations in 
Omaha; New Orleans; Bismarck, 

North Dakota; Wichita, Kansas; 
and Tulsa, Oklahoma. He was 
also elected to the board of 
directors of the Thomas More 
Society, a national public 
interest law firm based in 
Chicago and Omaha.
 Morse also has been active in 
publishing. In December 2017, 
Morse published a new edited 
volume of Electronic Payment 
Systems: Law and Emerging 
Technologies. The 352-page 
edition was published by the 
American Bar Association 
(ABA) in December. In April, 
the ABA presented him with an 
award honoring this publication 
at its Business Law Section’s 
luncheon in Orlando, Florida.
 On campus, Morse is the 
outgoing president of the 
Creighton University faculty, 
a position he held for the 
previous two academic years. 
This past year, he also hosted 
a number of prominent 
international lawyers for events 
sponsored by the University.

Stephen 
Sieberson, 
professor, co-
chaired (along 
with J. Scott 
Paul, JD’81) 
the Omaha 

Bar Association’s 12th annual 
seminar on ethics and 
professionalism on April 13 at 
the Hixson-Lied Auditorium 
at Creighton University’s Mike 
and Josie Harper Center. Paul 
and Sieberson created the 
annual seminar in the spring 
of 2006 and have co-chaired it 
since. Sieberson presented on 
Avvo, a for-profit lawyer referral 
service that he wrote about in 
the January/February edition 
of Nebraska Lawyer. Sieberson 
opined that Nebraska lawyers 
may not participate in Avvo’s 
referral program because it 
violates several of the rules 
of professional conduct for 
lawyers.

Larry Teply, 
professor 
and holder of 
the Senator 
Allen A. Sekt 
Endowed 
Chair in Law, 

has been named director of 
faculty research and graduate 
programs and interim director 
of the Werner Institute within 
the law school’s senior 
administrative team. He has 
continued to be involved with 
practical-skills competitions. 
In addition to coaching 
Creighton’s teams in the 
American Bar Association’s 
competitions, he serves as 
the United States’ national 
representative to the Brown-
Mosten International Client 
Consultation Competition, as 
well as the executive chair of 
the International Negotiation 
Competition for Law Students.
 His book, the third edition of 
Legal Negotiation in a Nutshell 
(one of more than 100 books 
in West Publishing’s Nutshell 
series) was translated into 
Chinese and released to the 
Chinese market in late 2017. 
Teply is also the co-author 
of Carolina Academic Press’ 
publication of an e-book of 
the 1,000-page treatise of Civil 
Procedure (5th edition).  
He also published 
“International Negotiation 
Competition for Law Students,” 
in the fourth edition (2018) 
of Legal Business World. This 
article included a description 
of Creighton’s role (along 
with Pepperdine) in creating 
the International Negotiation 
Competition, in which 32  
teams from 26 countries 
participated.

Sean Watts, 
professor, 
was awarded 
the Defense 
Meritorious 
Service Medal 
for his work as an 

Army reservist assigned to United 
States Strategic Command. 
Watts also published several 
works including: “A Cyber Due 
Diligence: Gentle Civilizer or 
Crude Destabilizer?” in the Texas 
Law Review; “Baseline Territorial 
Sovereignty and Cyberspace” in 
the Lewis & Clark Law Review; and 
“Public International Law and 
Cyber Incitements to Violence,” 
published by the Touro Institute 
on Human Rights and the 
Holocaust. 
 Watts presented a paper at 
the Lieber Institute Symposium 
at the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point, titled “Precautions 
in Attack: A Cautionary Note.” He 
presented a paper in-progress 
on the subject of humanitarian 
relief efforts during sieges and 
encirclements at the Brigham 
Young University Law School, at 
the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point, and at the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
Symposium on International 
Humanitarian Law at Cardozo Law 
School. 
 Watts also appeared on a panel 
discussion at the United States 
Cyber Command annual legal 
conference to discuss the concept 
of sovereignty in cyberspace. 
He delivered a lecture at the 
University of Virginia National 
Security Law Institute on the 
subject of international law 
regulation of cyberspace. He 
also testified at the 9/11 trials at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, as an 
expert witness on the laws of war.



First, a warning: to 
paraphrase the author, 
“spoilers are coming.” 
George R.R. Martin’s epic 
series, A Song of Ice and Fire, 
known more widely as Game 
of Thrones, has captivated 
global audiences and earned 

scores of plaudits. The books have been 
New York Times No. 1 best sellers, and the 
television series has won dozens of Emmy 
Awards, including Outstanding Drama 
Series. A strong reason for the success 
of the show is the continual (and often 
brutally violent) power struggle among 
competing factions. Intrigue, treachery, 
violence, and, of course, dragons, dominate 
the storylines. If it were just that, a 
traditional fantasy epic, Game of Thrones 
would be an entertaining yarn; however, 
it is much more, and the more is what 
continues to bring us into its world.

On its surface, a medieval society 
containing magic and dragons seems 

to bear little resemblance to our own, 
but once you scratch the surface, the 
human elements in Game of Thrones 
start to appear and we can see greater 
similarities and parallels to our own world 
— oftentimes much more so than we 
would like to admit. The universe of Ice 
and Fire is governed by an elaborate set of 
rules and laws, formal and informal, which 
brings us to this article. 1 As a fan of the 
series, I love the drama and intrigue, but 
as an academic, I found myself wondering 
about and examining the legal structures 
in place that govern this highly complex 
fictional world. 

Some of the rules and policies in 
Game of Thrones jump out and demand 
your attention, such as a wall across the 
northern border to keep out “the others” 
and brutally efficient criminal procedure 
such as the immediate execution of 
deserters. Other laws and policies are 
more traditional and subtly displayed, 
such as the laws of succession to the 
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“ POWER RESIDES WHERE MEN BELIEVE IT RESIDES.  
NO MORE AND NO LESS … [A] SHADOW ON THE WALL … 
YET SOMETIMES SHADOWS CAN KILL. AND OFTTIMES A 
VERY SMALL MAN CAN CAST A VERY LARGE SHADOW. ”

 LORD VARYS

throne, and the determination of rulers. 
The more you read and watch Game of 
Thrones, the more you realize that you 
are reading about what makes our society 
tick. Fundamental questions about the 
treatment of criminals, the free movement 
of individuals, life in a warring nation, 
the right to self-determination, gender 
equality and many more arise and are dealt 
with in the background of the ever-present 
quest for power.

When I first conceived the idea of an 
article on the legal structures in Game 
of Thrones, I quickly realized that every 
narrative in the series — war, revenge, 
love, conquest, espionage — focused 
ultimately on power. Who wielded it? How 
was it wielded? Who desired it? Who was 
strong enough to take it or keep it? At its 
roots then, Game of Thrones is an epic in 
which the actions of the participants are 
often functions of the varied systems of 
governance. Among the many forms of 
governance in the series is a traditional 

By David P. Weber, Professor of Law LAWOF  
THE

GAME OF
THRONES

1   This article is based on a lengthier piece that will be forthcoming in the South Carolina Law Review in spring 2019, and which will discuss issues of criminal law and  

   procedure, and immigration law, in addition to this piece’s focus on governance structures.
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monarchy in Westeros, democratically 
elected leaders in the north along the wall 
and north of it, plutocrats controlling city-
states across the Narrow Sea, and a power-
based meritocracy in the Dothraki Sea.

 

 

Although Martin posits a diverse set 
of governance systems, the distribution 
of these systems is telling. The primary 
structure in the series is monarchy, 
wherein the sovereign sits on the Iron 

Throne. On its face, the monarchy of 
Westeros appears to be an absolute 
monarchy in which the hereditary line 
of succession descends through the male 
heirs (primogeniture). Although the crown 
changes hands repeatedly in the series 
(we have witnessed conquest, multiple 
assassinations and suicide), except for the 
most recent holder, Queen Cersei, the 
previous rulers in the series have been 
male. Queen Cersei now rules because 
all male heirs (her former husband and 
two sons) are deceased; though in the 
southern province of Dorne, they have 
traditionally followed the rule of absolute 
primogeniture, wherein succession is 
determined solely by birth order regardless 
of gender. Given that the other main 

contender for the throne (for now) is 
Daenerys Targaryen, another female, 
perhaps Westeros will follow the recent 
real-world examples of Sweden, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Belgium, Denmark, 
Luxembourg and the United Kingdom, 
which have all adopted gender-neutral 
laws of succession in the last 30 years.

The appeal of a monarchy in medieval 
times is apparent. The monarch, in 
exchange for grants of land and title, 
maintains a feudal system whereby the 
loyalty of its subordinates is essentially 
purchased (and the self-interest of the 
lords perpetuates the monarch’s power). 
The feudal system provides a predictable 
leadership structure, and it also allows 
the monarch to raise an army quickly 
by tapping the lords for their resources 
without the associated cost of maintaining 
a standing army. Additionally, the rules 
governing the transition of power are 
clearly defined with no chance for 
election mishaps. 

Although the rules of Westeros’ 
monarchy are clear, it appears that it too 
is headed toward a monarchical crisis of a 
different type. Assuming the rule of Queen 
Cersei will not last (which seems fair given 
the average tenure of past rulers), there 
are two contenders for the Iron Throne. 
Daenerys Targaryen bases her claim to the 
throne on the belief that she is the only 
surviving child of the “Mad King,” Aerys II 
Targaryen, the last Targaryen king prior to 
the conquest of King Robert Baratheon. 
Unbeknownst to her (and to readers of 
the books, since only the HBO series has 
progressed this far), Jon Snow is in fact the 
son of Daenerys’ elder brother Rhaegar 
Targaryen. If Jon was born in wedlock, as 
the books and television show have alluded 
to, he would be the rightful Targaryen heir, 
not Daenerys. However, for now, Daenerys 
has dragons and Jon does not. Perhaps her 
claim to the throne should prevail based on 
conquest rather than bloodline, a fact that 
Jon is in no position to contest. 

In modern times, in our society, we 
have witnessed a long-term trend away 

The primary governance 
structure in the Game 
of Thrones is monarchy, 
wherein the sovereign sits 
on the Iron Throne. 

“ I SWEAR TO YOU, SITTING 
A THRONE IS A THOUSAND 
TIMES HARDER THAN 
WINNING ONE.”

 ROBERT BARATHEON,  
 FORMER KING OF WESTEROS
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from monarchy toward democratic self-
governance. With the main exception of 
the Middle East, many of the monarchies 
that do remain are constitutional 
monarchies, in which the royal family’s 
power is constrained by the constitution 
of the respective country. In many of 
those countries, the monarch remains as 
a figurehead with no significant political 
power. From the Magna Carta on, the 
decline of the monarchical state has 
been apparent. In the Game of Thrones, 
however, monarchy appears to be the 
evolved state of affairs. Democratic forms 
of government exist, and those societies 
are well aware of them, but there appears 
to be no momentum to widely adopt those 
principles — by either those in power or 
without. The two most obvious democratic 
societies on the isle of Westeros are the 
Free Folk north of the wall and the Night’s 
Watch, guardians of the wall.

The Free Folk who reside north of 
the wall, which demarcates the political 
boundary of Westeros, do so in harsh 
conditions so that they may be free. 
The Night’s Watch is the border patrol 
composed of former nobles, convicts, 
castoffs and men from every station 
who, upon taking their position, swear 
allegiance to the Night’s Watch and 
renounce any birthright or titles to 
nobility, or who take the position in 
exchange for a pardon for prior crimes. The 
Free Folk generally live separately without 
an overarching ruler except in those times 
of extreme need, when they have banded 
together to choose their common leader 
who becomes known as the “King Beyond 
the Wall.” The Night’s Watch is governed 
by its Lord Commander, who is elected 
by the members of the order (by a two-
third majority if you prefer the books, or 
a simple majority if you prefer the HBO 
version). Every member has an equal vote, 
and the noble-born have no more right to 
election than the lowliest convict.

Perhaps what is most interesting 
is that Martin has posited two of the 
“lowest” societies in terms of socio-
economic status as the standard bearers 
for democracy. Perhaps the suggestion is 
that only those societies not concerned 
with the succession of wealth would 
allow themselves to be controlled through 
democratic rule. Where there is the 
accumulation of wealth, there comes 
the concern of how to maintain and 
protect it. In Westeros, wealth has invited 
attention in the form of conquerors who 
seek to claim it for themselves as ruler. 

Whereas with the Night’s Watch and the 
Free Folk, power exists for organizational 
purposes since assets are few. Removing 
wealth from the equation removed the 
single largest incentive for a potential 
conqueror. Why expend resources and 
lives on being the victor if there are no 
spoils? At least in Westeros, the absence of 
wealth has allowed for the establishment 
of democracy, but without any other 
significant shock to the system, it does not 
appear likely to spread.

Beyond Westeros, A Song of Ice and Fire 
explores many other legal structures with 
roots in our society. In Essos, we see city-
states such as Braavos, run by the wealthy 
elite. Historical roots come from the poleis 
of ancient Greece, such as Athens and 
Sparta, to the more modern incarnations, 
such as the doges of Venice and Genoa 
from the 1700s. Volantis was governed 
by “Triarchs,” three individuals elected 
to one-year terms. In modern times, the 
Soviet Union’s four Troikas in the 20th 
century provide the nearest analogy. The 
Dothraki, nomadic warrior tribes, are ruled 
by the most powerful of their warriors, 
known as khals, who lead until they die 
or are disabled, in which event rivals fight 
for the position. The Mongols, Huns 
and Amerindian tribes likely provided 
the inspiration for these cavalry-based 
nomads. The leaders of the Free City 
of Norvos are magisters elected by the 
bearded priests of the city, making it one 
of the only theocracies in the series, as it 
was founded as a religious colony. Modern 
equivalents would include the Holy See, 
with a religious elected for life; the Central 
Tibetan Administration, with the Dalai 
Lama; or Iran, with its supreme leader. 
This is just a sampling of the incredible 
tapestry the author has created in this 
world of Ice and Fire.

Left: Jon Snow, who may have a claim to the Iron 
Throne, left, and Mance Rayder, the “King-Beyond- 
the-Wall” and leader of the Free Folk.

Top, Page 17: Daenerys Targaryen bases her claim to the 
throne on the belief that she is the only surviving child 
of the “Mad King,” Aerys II Targaryen, the last Targaryen 
king prior to the conquest of King Robert Baratheon.

Bottom, Page 17: Tyrion Lannister is the younger 
brother of Queen Cersei Lannister. A dwarf, he uses his 
wit and intellect to overcome the prejudice he faces, and 
is a central character in the series.

“ FREE FOLK DON’T FOLLOW 
NAMES, OR LITTLE CLOTH 
ANIMALS SEWN ON A TUNIC 
… THEY DON’T CARE … WHO 
YOUR GRANDSHIRE WAS. 
THEY FOLLOW STRENGTH. 
THEY FOLLOW THE MAN.”

 MANCE RAYDER, 
 THE “KING-BEYOND-THE-WALL”

“ HERE A MAN GETS WHAT HE 
EARNS, WHEN HE EARNS IT.”

 BENJEN STARK, 
 FIRST RANGER OF THE NIGHT’S WATCH

“ THE DOTHRAKI FOLLOW 
ONLY THE STRONG.”

 SER JORAH MORMONT
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Behind every twist and turn in the 
narrative of A Song of Ice and Fire, we 
see how power, or the pursuit of it, 
determines the actions of the characters 
in Game of Thrones. The legal systems 
provide the rules for the game, but the 
game itself takes place on the battlefield, 
in the halls of court, through espionage 
and assassination, or through the use of 
dragons and magic. At the end of the day, 
though, the goal is the same — to sit the 
Iron Throne and wield the power of the 
Seven Kingdoms. Ultimately, this is where 
the rule of law comes in. Even in a world 
such as theirs, knowledge of the rules 
of the game is necessary to survive and 
prevail at the end. Knowledge of the rules 
allows for individuals to plan their attacks, 
knowing how the rule of succession works, 
and for others to defend against those 
attacks by divining the identity of their 
foes based on who is likely to gain. At the 
end of it, Game of Thrones is so engaging 
because it represents so much of who we 
are. Rules and laws dominate our lives, and 
there are always those who seek power and 
wealth through any means. 

“ YOU’RE IN THE GREAT GAME NOW.  
AND THE GREAT GAME IS TERRIFYING.”

 TYRION LANNISTER

“ WHEN YOU PLAY THE GAME 
OF THRONES, YOU WIN 
OR YOU DIE. THERE IS NO 
MIDDLE GROUND.” 

 CERSEI LANNISTER, QUEEN

PHOTOS BY HELEN SLOAN (HBO) AND COURTESY OF HBO



O
n Martin Luther King Jr. Day this 
past January, the Rev. Fred Gray, 
an 87-year-old African-American 
lawyer from Montgomery, 
Alabama, stepped onto the stage 
of the Hixson-Lied Auditorium 

on campus. Creighton President the Rev. 
Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, met Gray at the 
podium. This was an institutional moment 
of great significance.

Fr. Hendrickson recounted Gray’s pivotal 
decision in 1955 to take the case of Rosa 
Parks, an African-American woman in 
Montgomery, Alabama, who was arrested 
and convicted of disorderly conduct for 
refusing to sit at the back of a city bus in 
the infamous “colored” section designated 
for nonwhites — thereby defying local 
racial segregation laws.

Gray took many landmark civil 
rights cases in the years that followed: 
the Tuskegee syphilis study, racial 
gerrymandering of voting rights, public 
school and university desegregation, the 
Montgomery bus boycott and the march 
from Selma to Montgomery. But it was 
the Parks case that inspired an entire civil 
rights movement against racial injustice. 

In front of more than 500 people in 
the packed auditorium, Fr. Hendrickson 
presented Gray with Creighton’s 
Presidential Citation for a lifetime of work 
in civil rights. Clergy and congregants from 
local churches, faculty and students from 
the University, and citizens of Omaha rose 
to give Gray a standing ovation.

The respect on display in the auditorium 
that night embodied one of Creighton’s 
core values — honoring “the inalienable 
worth of each individual.”

Gray then engaged in a civil rights 
conversation with former federal 
prosecutor Greg Rhodes, JD’81, and 
Black Law Students Association (BLSA) 
Vice President Kai Wahrmann-Harry. As 
moderator Oluseyi Olowolafe, BLSA’s 
president, noted, “Three generations of 
African-American attorneys engaged in a 
retrospective and prospective conversation 
about civil rights is a very special thing.”  

The 2018 Lane Foundation Lecture at 
the Creighton School of Law — at which 
Gray spoke — commemorated the 50th 
anniversary of Dr. King’s assassination. 
Co-sponsored with the Schlegel Center for 
Service and Justice, the Lane Lecture cast 
an intense spotlight on America’s progress 
in civil rights, as well as the daunting 
amount of work that remains to be done. 
Certainly a high point in our law school’s 
history, the event was a culmination of the 
ongoing civil rights conversation that has 
continued for decades at Creighton law.  

In 1977, Dean Rodney Shkolnick 
created the Civil Rights Lecture Series 
with the goal of bringing distinguished 
speakers to the law school to engage 
law students and faculty, the University 
campus and the wider community in a 
national conversation about civil rights 
in America. The lecture series sought to 
take a fair-minded, measured approach 
to controversial issues in civil rights for a 
diverse audience. Selected and organized 
by law students in the Black Law Students 
Association and the Latino Law Students 
Association, the lecturer came to the 
Creighton School of Law for a day, met 
with students, visited classes and delivered 
a public lecture. It was a distinctive civil 

rights lecture series among law schools in 
the country. 

The inaugural Civil Rights Lecture was 
delivered on Oct. 20, 1977, by professor 
Derrick Bell Jr. of the Harvard Law 
School. From 1960-1966, Bell served as 
an attorney for the NAACP Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund, and supervised and 
tried school desegregation cases. Bell joined 
the faculty of the Harvard Law School 
in 1969. He was the author of a classic 
casebook in Race, Racism and American Law 
(Little, Brown 6th ed., 2008). Bell spoke at 
Creighton about W.E.B. Du Bois and the 
lunar-like waxing and waning of public 
school equality for America’s black children. 

Both the creation of this important 
lecture series and the selection of Bell’s 
topic harken back to an earlier time when 
another Creighton law dean was trying 
to inspire the Omaha community to take 
action to fight racial injustice.  

In 1949, Dean James Doyle opened his 
deanship with an address, “Human Rights 
and Catholic Action,” to the Knights of 
Columbus that wrapped human rights 
in faith. As Oliver Pollak, PhD, JD’82, 
notes in his history of the Creighton law 
school, “The southern filibuster in the U.S. 
Senate against President Harry Truman’s 
civil rights legislation prompted Doyle to 
explore civil rights and liberties from the 
perspective of jurisprudence grounded in 
natural law.” 1

Doyle asked his Knights of Columbus 
audience the question, “Do we have any 
responsibility as citizens, as Catholic 
citizens, to see that these rights are 
preserved and secured equally to members 
of all races?” He sought the answer in both 
religious and civic authority, quoting both 
St. Thomas Aquinas and the Declaration of 
Independence.  

Doyle told how Jim Crow laws subjected 
African-Americans to “humiliation and 
oppression.” Lynchings, employment 
discrimination and segregated housing 
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A Commitment to Civil Rights
Creighton School of Law continues 
a tradition of dialogue and action 
through its series of lectures

By Kent J. Neumeister, Professor of Law

1    Oliver B. Pollak, To Educate and Serve: The Centennial History of Creighton University School of Law, 1904-2004 (2007) at 214.
2    Id. at 214-15.



made a “sordid story of injustice, unequal 
opportunity, intolerance, prejudice and 
degradation of the dignity of man” that 
“should be shocking to every Catholic 
citizen in America.” 2 Doyle pursued 
this theme throughout his tenure in 
administration, until his retirement 
from the deanship in 1971 — establishing 
a firm foundation for the law school’s 
commitment to civil rights.  

Today, the purpose of the Civil Rights 
Lecture Series continues in the law school’s 
annual named lectures: Lane, TePoel 
and Koley. These lecture series fulfill 
the mission of Creighton University as 
“committed to excellence” and “dedicated 
to the pursuit of truth in all its forms” and 
“the inalienable worth of each individual.” 
The lectures are often dedicated to civil 
rights. Professor Charles Ogletree of the 

Harvard Law School delivered the 2006 
Lane Lecture on race and the death penalty, 
and Theodore Shaw, the fifth president of 
the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, spoke about civil rights and 
education as the 2007 Lane lecturer.

Interim Dean Michael Kelly’s 
commitment to civil rights with the 
2018 Lane Lecture follows in the faithful 
tradition of deans Doyle and Shkolnick. 
The hard work done by subsequent deans 
Patrick Borchers and Marianne Culhane 
to diversify the student body through the 
Professor Frances M. Ryan Scholarship 
Program, and Kelly’s renewed support of 
BLSA and the Frederick Douglas Moot 
Court Competition team, signal even 
greater efforts.

As a faculty, we are proud of the School 
of Law’s historical role in the national 
commitment to civil rights, and we promise 
to carry our mission into the future.
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The Rev. Fred Gray, center, 
visited Creighton last January 
and received the Presidential 
Citation for a lifetime of work 
in civil rights. Gray participated 
in a conversation about civil 
rights with former federal 
prosecutor Greg Rhodes, JD’81, 
and Creighton law student  
Kai Wahrmann-Harry.

Hon. A. Leon Higginbotham Jr.
> United States Court of Appeals  

 for the Third Circuit

> Author of In the Matter of Color:  

 Race and the American Legal  

 Process: The Colonial Period 

> Awarded the Presidential Medal  

 of Freedom in 1995

Hon. Harry Edwards
> Professor, University of Michigan  

 Law School

> United States Court of Appeals for  

 the District of Columbia Circuit  

 (served as chief judge from 1994 to  

 2001; currently serves as a senior  

 circuit court judge)

J. Clay Smith Jr., BA’64
> Interim Chair, United States  

 Equal Employment Opportunity  

 Commission, 1981-1982

> Professor and former dean,  

 Howard University School of Law

> Helped establish the Judge  

 Elizabeth D. Pittman Award at  

 the Creighton law school to  

 honor African-American alumni  

 in the legal profession

Hon. Wade McCree Jr. 
> Professor, University of Michigan   

 Law School

> United States Court of Appeals for  

 the Sixth Circuit 

> 36th Solicitor General of the U.S.

Hon. Damon Keith
> United States Court of Appeals  

 for the Sixth Circuit

Robert Spire
> Attorney General, state of  

 Nebraska, 1982-1994 

> Received three awards in the early  

 1980s for establishing private bar pro  

 bono legal services for the poor

Justice Cruz Reynoso
> Associate Justice, Supreme Court  

 of California

> Professor, University of California  

 at Los Angeles and at Davis law  

 schools 

> Vice Chair, U.S. Commission on  

 Civil Rights, 1993-2004

> Awarded the Presidential Medal  

 of Freedom in 2000

Charles Wilkinson 
> University of Colorado Law School 

> Author of American Indians, Time,  

 and the Law: Native Societies in a  

 Modern Constitutional Democracy,  

 and co-author of the leading  

 law school casebook on Native  

 American law, Federal Indian Law

Lynn Hecht Schafran
> Director of the National Judicial  

 Education Program to Promote  

 Equality for Women and Men in  

 the Courts

Rachel Moran 
> University of California at Berkeley  

 School of Law 

> Served as president of the   

 Association of American Law  

 Schools (AALS)

> Selected by the American Bar  

 Foundation (2014) as the  

 inaugural Research Chair in  

 Diversity and the Law to direct an  

 initiative on the future of Latinos  

 in the U.S.

Civil rights pioneers and legal experts have spoken at Creighton School of Law throughout the years as part of the Civil Rights 

Lecture Series, which continues today in the form of the Lane, TePoel and Koley lectures. A sampling of speakers includes:

D
A

V
E

 W
E

A
V

E
R



20 • Creighton Lawyer • Fall 2018



21

WOMEN IN LAW HAVE COME A LONG WAY 
IN THE PAST 45 YEARS. In 1970, only 6 percent of 
law degree candidates were women. The American 
Bar Association reports that women have been 
making up 40 percent of law school students for 
more than three decades, and they have closed in on 
50 percent over the past two decades. 

At Creighton University School of Law, the picture 
looks similar. The percentage of women in this 
year’s entering class is 52 percent — up 11 percentage 
points from this time a year ago.

“We’ve really been pushing to increase these 
numbers,” Interim Dean Michael Kelly, JD, LLM, 
says. “We have some phenomenal alumnae doing 
great things — especially in public service jobs in 
Washington, D.C.

“They’ve had a really big impact on the betterment 
of society and direction of our country, and we are 
proud to tell their stories. The guidance and training 
they received while at the Creighton School of Law 
has empowered them to make those decisions in the 
best way possible.”

Creighton Lawyer spoke with four law alumnae 
about their experiences in D.C.

From left: Alice Bartek-Santiago, JD’11;  
Alice Lugo, BA’03, JD’06; Susan Colarco, JD’00;  
and Kathy Buller, BA’77, JD’81.

Power Women 

By Lisa Foster, BA’92

 in  D.C.

PHOTOS BY DENNY HENRY
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government aspirations, yet she admits it’s 
not an easy road.

“I had always thought it was a crazy pipe 
dream to live and work in Washington, 
since I had no family in the area, hadn’t 
gone to school there and didn’t have 
any political internships under my belt,” 
Bartek-Santiago recalls. “But several key 
professors persuaded me to go after that 
dream if that’s what I truly wanted, and I 
am forever grateful for the push.”

Different jobs led Bartek-Santiago 
into government work, including time 
as a public defender in criminal court in 
Saunders County, Nebraska, working for 
a nonprofit human rights organization 
in Washington and serving in the U.S. 
Air Force. While the White House was 
certainly a once-in-a-lifetime experience, 
Bartek-Santiago says she plans to use 
what she learned during her time there at 
her current job.

“I’m interested in pursuing my career 
field to its zenith, and perhaps running 
my own ethics program someday. Perhaps 
I’ll create training software to educate 
ethics officials and the clients they serve 
that could be used throughout the 
government,” Bartek-Santiago says.

“Working for the federal government 
is a rewarding experience. There is no 
greater mission than to serve others.”

International Relations and the Law
KATHY BULLER is a seasoned federal 
government employee and has been in 
Washington since 1983, when she came to 
pursue her master of laws (LLM) degree 
in international and comparative law at 

Georgetown University Law Center.
“I was fortunate enough to get a 

job with the United States Agency for 
International Development in its general 
counsel’s office shortly after I arrived in 
D.C.,” Buller says. “The job fit perfectly 
into my desire to work in the international 
environment. While at Creighton, both 
in my undergraduate studies and in law 
school, I tried to focus as much as possible 
on subjects and activities involving 
international relations and law. 

“I was always interested in making 
changes to the way government works. 
That’s one of the reasons I went to law 
school. I realized the best place to make 
changes was from within the government 
itself, and that is why working for the 
federal government appealed to me,” 
she adds.

Buller has been with the federal 
government for 35 years and in her 
current role for 10 years. “It really is my 
dream job,” she says. 

“As a statutory federal inspector 
general, my role is to provide independent 
oversight of Peace Corps programs and 
operations. I lead a team of criminal 
investigators, auditors and evaluators 
who work to promote integrity, efficiency, 
effectiveness and economy in the agency. 
My specific responsibilities involve setting 
office policy and direction concerning 
our oversight activities and building and 
maintaining relationships both within 
and outside the agency to facilitate our 
oversight activities,” Buller explains.

“I also meet with the director of the 
Peace Corps to discuss areas of risk or 
concern within the Peace Corps, and work 
with congressional members and staff, 
foreign government officials, Interpol 
and the Council of Inspectors General 
on Integrity and Efficiency to assist with 
various aspects of our work,” she adds.

While Buller says her career is fulfilling, 
it hasn’t been without its challenges. “The 
one thing I have learned as a member 
of the inspector general community 
for 32 years is that you cannot have an 
overwhelming need to be liked.”

She adds: “I plan to stay in this job until 
I retire. I love getting to combine my 
interest in international relations and law 
with my desire to make positive changes 
to the way the federal government works.”

Crazy Pipe Dream Comes True
ALICE BARTEK-SANTIAGO returned 
to her alma mater this past spring to 
present during the law school’s annual 
Law Review Symposium. She had just 
completed a seven-month detail — from 
August 2017 to March 2018 — as an ethics 
counsel in the White House Counsel’s 
Office in the Executive Office of the 
President when she addressed students, 
faculty and alumni in Omaha about her 
time in the White House.

She explained that her role was to 
identify any conflicts of interest that 
might arise for White House staff and 
make sure they complied with federal 
ethics regulations. Her work ranged from 
performing conflict analysis to helping 
White House staff fill out financial 
disclosures and counseling employees on 
whether they could attend certain events 
or hold outside positions.

“I consider myself inordinately lucky 
to have worked in the White House,” 
Bartek-Santiago says. “It was an honor to 
roam the halls and work for the Office of 
the President. I truly felt like I was doing 
important work and helping the American 
people from a unique vantage point.”

In March, Bartek-Santiago returned 
to her role as an attorney at the Federal 
Trade Commission, a position she had held 
since May 2013. She recently started a new 
position as supervisory attorney, ethics 
education and training in the Office of the 
Solicitor at the Department of the Interior. 
A steady constant is her encouragement to 
current and recent alumni to pursue their 

Alice Bartek-Santiago, JD’11
Supervisory Attorney, Ethics Education and Training

Office of the Solicitor, Department of the Interior

Kathy Buller, BA’77, JD’81
Inspector General of the Peace Corps
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Government Work a Natural Fit
SUSAN COLARCO credits the Creighton 
School of Law for helping her discern 
what she already suspected — that 
working in government would be a 
natural fit.

“I was prompted to work for the 
government primarily because of 
my upbringing,” Colarco says. “I was 
raised in a military family and felt very 
strongly about — and comfortable with 
— serving in a military capacity. Once 
I moved on from the military myself, I 
didn’t really consider anything outside of 
government work.”

Colarco has been a government 
employee for 18 ½ years. She was 
commissioned in the United States Navy 
JAG Corps in 1999 and has served as a 
judge advocate for 7 ½ years.

“After the Navy, I was briefly employed 
by the Defense Logistics Agency as an 
ethics attorney before moving to the 
Central Intelligence Agency. I was an 
assistant general counsel at the CIA for 
9 ½ years. I moved to my current job as a 
senior counsel at the Drug Enforcement 
Administration just over a year ago,” 
she explains.

So how did going to law school help 
Colarco cement her decision that a career 
in government was the way to go?

“Creighton helped to facilitate an 
internship with the Air Force while I was in 

school,” she recalls. “That gave me a good 
perspective of what military attorneys did 
and what their lifestyle was like. 

“Additionally, as my law school years 
progressed and I was exposed to more 
and more opportunities in the private 
sector — through in-school visits, lunch-
and-learns, etc. — I knew that I would not 
fit in well at a private firm. In that sense, 
Creighton helped me to exclude certain 
practice areas or environments that 
weren’t the right fit for me,” Colarco adds.

Colarco’s roles have been largely those 
of a generalist. She says she has been 
exposed to criminal law offenses (e.g., drug 
use and sexual assault), fraud, contracts 
law, security clearance suspensions and 
revocations, health care legal matters, 
employee legal matters, federal tort claims, 
congressional affairs and the Freedom of 
Information Act and Privacy Act.

“I like the variety of work I’ve had 
the opportunity to pursue most of all. 
Having such a variety opens a lot of doors 
to challenging and fun opportunities,” 
Colarco says.

Fulfilling the Jesuit Mission
ALICE LUGO credits Creighton for 
instilling Jesuit values into her work as 
chief counsel to U.S. Sen. Bob Menendez, 
D-N.J. “My work allows me to fulfill 
the Jesuit mission of giving back to 

the community while ensuring justice 
for a vulnerable, underrepresented 
community,” she says.

Lugo has been working with Sen. 
Menendez for four years. He is regarded 
as one of the leading immigrant rights 
senators in Congress. She says that her 
role primarily focuses on reforming 
immigration laws and protecting women 
and children from unjust deportation.

“With President Trump, we need to 
be ready for any situation, especially on 
immigration, with policies that attack 
immigrant families, such as ending DACA 
(Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) 
and family separation at the border,” 
she says.

Lugo’s first experience in government 
work was as a student. “I spent a summer 
as a legal fellow at the Transportation 
Security Administration in the 
Department of Homeland Security,” 
she says.

“My first job after law school was 
as a domestic violence attorney at 
a small Washington nonprofit that 
served indigent immigrants who were 
survivors of domestic violence in family 
and immigration law cases,” Lugo 
continues. “And this ultimately led 
me to my current role working for a 
member of Congress who advocates for 
immigrant rights.

“Working for a member of Congress 
is a great privilege and responsibility. 
Nevertheless, I did not know jobs like 
mine existed when I was in law school. 
I wanted to be a trial attorney. Yet the 
skills I learned in law school, especially 
negotiating skills, are applicable to 
working in Congress, so law students 
should keep an open mind about a 
nontraditional legal career,” Lugo adds.

“My work has given me a platform 
to change policy to help secure a better 
outcome for the poor and marginalized in 
our society,” Lugo says. “I have Creighton 
to thank for instilling this value in me and 
in my work.”

Susan Colarco, JD’00
Senior Counsel, Drug Enforcement Administration

Alice Lugo, BA’03, JD’06
Chief Counsel to U.S. Sen. Bob Menendez, D-N.J.
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She was frightened, abused, 
exhausted, exasperated, this 
young woman who came in 
the doors of the Milton R. 
Abrahams Legal Clinic at 
Creighton University.

Now, her abuser was intent on keeping 
from her the one stable thing in her life 
— the presence and love of her child. He’d 
gotten himself a lawyer and was readying 
to claim sole custody in court and as 
she was unrepresented, it looked like he 
would do so with ease.

And so here she was at Creighton, at a 
place of last resort, putting into the hands 
of law students and their supervising 
professor and attorney not necessarily faith 
in justice, but certainly in the prospect of 
having her child returned to her.

“He was represented and she was not, 
and that’s what it came down to for us,” 
says Molly Blazek, JD’10, a one-time 
student staffer in the legal clinic, now in 
private practice. “We took her case and 
at the hearing, I’ll never forget being at 
the counsel table as the judge ruled from 
the bench, ruled for her. And I watched 
as this woman unclenched her fists, took 
what looked like her first breath in weeks, 
and had the color return to her face. 
What an amazing feeling that was and an 
illustration of the central importance of 
the legal clinic.”

After 25 years taking on legal cases for 
people who fall within federal poverty 
guidelines and who would otherwise 
go unrepresented, the Abrahams Legal 
Clinic has borne witness to hundreds 

 Representing the

UNDERREPRESENTED
Creighton’s Milton 
R. Abrahams Legal 
Clinic Celebrates  
25 Years

By Adam Klinker

Kate Mahern, center, associate professor 
of law and director of the Milton R. 
Abrahams Legal Clinic, and Oscar 
Aguilar, second-year law student, 
consult with a client at the clinic.
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of similar stories. With a focus on family 
law, landlord/tenant issues, and wills and 
probate, the clinic sits very near the heart of 
the larger University’s mission in forming 
men and women for and with others.

Kate Mahern, JD, associate professor 
of law and holder of the Connie Kearney 
Endowed Chair in Clinical Legal 
Education, hung out the clinic’s shingle in 
1993 and has been its director ever since.

“We just waited to see who came in the 
door,” says Mahern, recalling the clinic’s 
earliest days. “Family law has been the 
primary focus, and there’s usually nothing 
easy when it comes to family law. A whole 
host of complications usually arise there, 
and it takes a lawyer to untangle that. 
Almost anything anymore needs a lawyer, 
but not everyone can pay for a lawyer, so 
we’ve created a system where the service is 
necessary but the capacity to pay is not.”

One beauty of the system, Mahern says, 
is that out of those complex situations, 
some added benefit is often uncovered for 
the client.

She recalls the story of a disabled 
65-year-old man who came to the clinic 
hoping to get the title to the house he was 
living in, the home that belonged to his 
now deceased parents. Mahern and the 
students working in the clinic probated 
his father’s estate and mother’s will and 
got the title passed to the man. They also 
discovered his eligibility for a homestead 
exemption on the property, meaning 
the man would save $200 a month in 
property taxes.

“That’s what having a lawyer gets you,” 
Mahern says. “We’ve seen on so many 
occasions where that secondary benefit is 
substantial.”

While Legal Aid is often touted as 
performing the work for underserved 
populations, Mahern says there are times 
when Legal Aid is swamped or not able 
to take on certain cases. That’s when the 
Abrahams Clinic becomes the port of 
last resort. 

“A lot of people think there’s a safety net 
for everyone and there’s not,” Mahern says. 
“I think it’s important for our students 
to see people who have slipped through 
those cracks and need our help, and to see 
that they’ve gotten to where they are not 
because they’re lazy. Most of the clients 
we see are working and working hard, 
but their income is going to the more 

pressing issues they’re facing — maybe 
hunger, maybe the threat of homelessness. 
But legal representation, when it’s sorely 
needed, can be every bit as integral and 
necessary, and that’s where we need to be.” 

Operating with as few as five students 
and as many as 12, the clinic is funded 
by generous gifts from several donors, 
including the Lozier Foundation,  
Connie, JD’87, and Lee Kearney, and 
Phyllis and Dr. Keith MacAdam, daughter 
and son-in-law of the clinic’s namesake, 
Milton Abrahams, BA’26, JD’27, HON’86.

Guardianships, tenant’s rights, divorce 
proceedings — the clinic has seen and 
done all these cases and more, with 
dedicated branches in domestic violence 
and housing law.

And all under the leadership of Mahern, 
whom clinic alumni laud as an unrelenting 
force for justice for people who might 
otherwise be on the outside looking in.

“One of her constant reminders to us 
was that we are a service to people who 
otherwise would have no service,” says 
William Acosta-Trejo, JD’04, an assistant 
city attorney in Omaha’s civil division who 
worked for the clinic in his final year of 
law school. “If you found the work hard or 
emotionally draining, that’s when you’d 
need that reminder and you’d hear Kate’s 
voice: ‘Remember why we do this. There 
are people who don’t have anyone in their 
corner. We need to be that person in 
their corner.’”

Mahern’s intelligence, coupled with 
her overwhelming compassion for clinic 
clients, put into sharp relief the distance 
between what’s learned in a classroom 
and what the actual practice of law can 
sometimes look like. 

In October, Mahern and the Milton R. 
Abrahams Legal Clinic will be honored 
with the 2018 Award of Special Merit 
from the Nebraska State Bar Association. 
The award recognizes individuals and 

organizations for services advancing the 
legal profession, the administration of 
justice and the public interest. The citation 
for the clinic reads, in part, that, along 
with Mahern, its “efforts to educate law 
students to become lawyers with high 
professional values who seek to improve 
the profession by the example of their own 
practice” has been inspirational.

“Kate has a servant’s heart,” Blazek 
says. “She is unbelievably intelligent and 
she uses her intelligence not only for the 
benefit of her students, but to achieve 
resolution for her clients. It’s wonderful 
to watch her work, to watch her care 
simultaneously for her clients, but also for 
the students to whom she’s giving such a 
great example of what being an attorney 
looks like.”

With the opportunity to be in court, 
in front of judges, interviewing clients, 
putting ethics into practice, the clinic has 
become a crucial laboratory for not only 
training lawyers in the mechanics of the 
profession, but also for justice and equity.

“Law school teaches us to think, to 
reason, to analyze, but it doesn’t teach you 
how to deal with people,” Acosta-Trejo 
says. “One day, someone is going to be 
relying on us to help them. Kate made 
sure we never forgot that. It informed 
how we dealt with people, how we learned 
the ropes, how we rode the emotional 
rollercoaster with them. You got a real 
understanding of the system.”

The learning experiences with actual 
clients have been a steady component of 
not only the students’ education, but of 
an unfilled community need sometimes as 
crucial as hunger and homelessness. 

“We’ve tried to be where the greatest 
need is, where we can do our part in this 
little spot of the planet,” Mahern says. 
“What I hope students learn most is the 
value in being a lawyer and being in the 
lives of people.”

“ We’ve tried to be where the greatest need is, 
where we can do our part in this little spot of 
the planet. What I hope students learn most 
is the value in being a lawyer and being in 
the lives of people.”

    KATE MAHERN 

   CONNIE KEARNEY ENDOWED CHAIR IN CLINICAL LEGAL EDUCATION
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Young Stars
Two Creighton School of Law recent 
alumni are making a big splash in Omaha. 
Angela Lennon, JD’12, was selected as 
a 2017 Nebraska Young Rising Star by 
Super Lawyers. Yvonne Sosa, JD’10, was 
selected as one of the Omaha Jaycees’ Ten 
Outstanding Young Omahans.

Lennon, a partner at Koenig | Dunne in 
Omaha, practices family law.

“What really attracted me to family law is the 
impact you can have on people and on families,” 
Lennon said. “You really support them and make 
the experience the best it can be.”

To be named a young rising star, Lennon had 
to be nominated by someone in the community.

“One of the things I love most about practicing 
in Omaha is the community of lawyers that we 
have,” Lennon says. “It’s meaningful for me to be 
recognized by fellow practitioners.”

Lennon was attracted to Creighton law 
because of the school’s commitment to Jesuit 
values and social justice.

Sosa is an attorney in the Douglas County 
Public Defender’s Office, having worked her 
way up the ranks. The Omaha native started as 
a clerical clerk in that office while a student at 
South High School.

While attending Creighton law part time, Sosa 
advanced to become a paralegal and then a law 
clerk in the office. 

“Creighton was awesome in that the part-time 
program for law school was perfect for me at the 
time,” she says. “I was allowed to work and keep 
insurance for my growing family. It prepared me 
for my career as a lawyer.”

Working at the public defender’s office has 
allowed Sosa to help people understand the 
process of the law. 

“I get to sit down and ensure that they 
understand what they are charged with and 
not worry about billable hours,” Sosa says. “The 
last thing I want is for (someone) to hesitate to 
explain their situation because of an inability 
to pay. Everyone should absolutely be able to 
ask questions.”

Sosa was honored to be named an outstanding 
young Omahan.

“A lot of the time, the public defender’s job is 
a thankless job,” Sosa says. “Getting this award 
was a huge thank you for the public service. It 
was definitely an inspiration, reinvigorating my 
passion for the Constitution and public defense.” 
— BY EMILY RUST

Top: Angela Lennon, JD’12, is a partner at Koenig | Dunne in Omaha. Above: Yvonne Sosa, JD’10, is 
an attorney in the Douglas County Public Defender’s Office in Omaha.
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AlumniNotes
1976 
Daniel E. Monnat, JD, Wichita, Kansas, 
of Monnat & Spurrier, Chartered, 
earned a ranking on Super Lawyers 
elite “Top 100” lawyers in Kansas 
and Missouri — his 12th time to 
achieve this distinction. Monnat 
also co-authored an article on 
appellate advocacy in The Champion, 
a monthly publication of the National 
Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers. The article, “From Cover to 
Content: Ten 21st Century Tips for 
Effective Appellate Briefing,” is a fresh 
look at the most effective way to write 
and present appellate briefs. He also 
was ranked by Chambers USA as one of 
Kansas’ top litigators in white-collar 
crime and government investigations. 

1977 
Mark A. Weber, BA’74, JD, Omaha, 
was acknowledged by the Omaha 
Community Foundation for his 
work with the Charitable Advisor of 
Philanthropy Study Group program. 
Weber also published a book, 
The Legacy Spectrum, for affluent 
individuals preparing their estate plans.

1978 
Stephen W. Kay, JD, North Platte, 
Nebraska, was elected as a member of 
the board of directors of the Nebraska 
State Bar Foundation.

1980 
David B. Fischer, JD, Alvo, Nebraska, 
sold Frontier Harley-Davidson, in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, in March 2018 
and retired as president and general 
counsel. Fischer established Frontier 
Harley-Davidson in 1987 and was the 
recipient of 13 Bar and Shield Awards 
given by Harley-Davidson Motor 
Company for superior performance 
during his 31 years of ownership and 
operation.

1983 
Stephen A. Donato, JD, Fayetteville, 
New York, was recognized in the 2017 
Upstate New York Super Lawyers list 
in the field of bankruptcy: business. 
Donato is an attorney in the Syracuse, 

New York, office of Bond, Schoeneck & 
King. He is chair of the firm’s business 
restructuring, creditors’ rights and 
bankruptcy practice. Stephen B. Shapiro, 
JD, Greenwood Village, Colorado, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America 2018 for his work 
in insurance law. Shapiro is managing 
partner of Denver-based Shapiro 
Bieging Barber Otteson.

1985 
Tracy C. Neighbors, BSBA’82, JD, 
Sammamish, Washington, has retired 
from Microsoft Corporation after 28 
years, the last 15 of which he served 
as international tax counsel. As 
international tax counsel, Neighbors 
was responsible for all international 
tax matters in the approximately 120 
countries in which Microsoft operates.

1986 
Paul F. Millus, BA’83, JD, Floral Park, 
New York, a member of Meyer, Suozzi, 
English and Klein, P.C., was again 
named to the New York Super Lawyers 
list as one of the top attorneys in the 
New York metropolitan area for 2017.

1989 
Hon. Cheryl L. Mason, JD, Fairfax, 
Virginia, was confirmed in November 
2017 as chairman of the Board of 
Veterans’ Appeals, Department 
of Veterans Affairs, following her 
nomination by President Donald 
Trump. Mason is the first woman 
and the first military spouse to serve 
as chairman. She will lead the Board 
of Veterans’ Appeals, which employs 
more than 950 staff, including 
veterans law judges, attorneys and 
administrative professionals with 
the mission of holding hearings and 
issuing appellate decisions to veterans 
and their families.

1990 
Kevin S. McMurray, JD, Highland, Utah, 
was appointed general counsel of 
LifeVantage Corporation in Sandy, 
Utah. Lawrence H. Necheles, BA’86, 
JD, Pontiac, Illinois, was appointed 
to serve as a hearing officer for the 
Illinois State Police Merit Board.

1991 
Hon. Michael J. Franciosi, JD, Valdez, 
Alaska, was appointed judge in the 
Alaska District Court, Anchorage. 
Franciosi previously served as 
Glennallen magistrate judge and 
superior court master.

1992 
Hon. John J. “Jerry” Kane, JD, Lanark, 
Illinois, was named associate judge for 
the 15th Judicial District of Illinois in 
September 2017.

1993 
William E. O’Farrell, BSBA’89, JD, 
Lower Gwynedd, Pennsylvania, is the 
founder and CEO of Premia Holdings 
Ltd., a reinsurance group focused on 
reinsuring and acquiring discontinued 
property and casualty insurance 
portfolios. Premia was launched 
in January 2017 with more than 
$500 million of capital and was named 
2017 Launch of the Year by Reactions 
magazine and 2017 Start-up of the 
Year by the Intelligent Insurer.

2000 
Joel M. Carney, JD, Omaha, joined 
Goosmann Law Firm as managing 
partner of the Omaha location.

2001 
Brian C. Bowman, JD, Omaha, was 
promoted to the rank of colonel 
and assigned to the position of state 
staff judge advocate in the Iowa Air 
National Guard and assigned to Joint 
Force Headquarters, Iowa National 
Guard, in Johnston, Iowa. L. Chris 
Knauf, BSBA’98, JD, Elkhorn, Nebraska, 
joined the Steier Group in Omaha as 
a campaign manager. John A. Sharp, 
BA’98, JD, Omaha, was promoted to vice 
president, general counsel and secretary 
of the board at Assurity Life Insurance 
Company in Lincoln, Nebraska.

2004 
Alaina Stedillie Hall, BA, Casper, 
Wyoming, was elevated to the position 
of shareholder at the law firm Welborn 
Sullivan Meck & Tooley, P.C. Kathryn 
M. Magli, JD, Elkhorn, Nebraska, joined 
Mutual of Omaha as assistant general 
counsel. Prior to Mutual, Magli was 
assistant vice president and senior 
counsel with Lincoln Financial, and 
prior to that, a partner at Kutak Rock. 
Mark A. Mendenhall, JD, Omaha, was 
promoted to senior vice-president, 

general counsel at Metropolitan 
Utilities District. Mendenhall 
previously worked in the Douglas 
County (Nebraska) Public Defender’s 
Office.

2009 
Britton D. Jobe, JD, Springfield, 
Missouri, a partner at the law firm 
Neale & Newman, was named 
Springfield, Missouri’s 2017 Young 
Professional of the Year. He was 
honored by the Springfield Area 
Chamber of Commerce for his civic 
involvement in the community. Jobe 
also was named as a “40 Under 40” 
by the Springfield Business Journal. 
Matthew T. Winter, JD, Sibley, Iowa, was 
selected as the pro se law clerk for the 
U.S. District Court for the Northern 
District of Iowa. Winter will office in 
the Sioux City, Iowa, courthouse.

2010 
Melissa A. Schilling, JD, Burlington, 
Iowa, was elected a shareholder of 
Dickinson, Mackaman, Tyler & Hagen 
P.C. in Des Moines, Iowa. Schilling 
practices in traditional labor and 
employment law, working with private 
and public sector employers on a wide 
range of labor and employment issues. 
She also authored and contributed 
to numerous articles regarding labor 
and employment law, including 
contributions to the National Public 
Employer Labor Relations Association 
(NPELRA) Legal Corner and co-
authored a chapter on freedom of 
speech in the Public Workplace in the 
Municipal Law Deskbook published by 
the American Bar Association.

2011 
Christopher R. Barondeau, MS, JD, 
Sergeant Bluff, Iowa, was named 
partner at Goosmann Law Firm in 
Sioux City, Iowa. He focuses his 
practice on divorce and family law 
and currently serves in the Nebraska 
Army National Guard as commander 
of Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company (HHC) of the 126th 
Chemical Battalion. Hon. Patrick J. 
McCann, JD, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
was appointed magistrate judge for the 
Third Judicial Circuit of South Dakota.

2012 
Zachary W. Anderson, JD, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, is an associate attorney with 
Baylor, Evnen, Curtiss, Grimit & Witt, 
LLP, in Lincoln.

Send Us Your News
Penned your long-awaited novel? Traveled around the world? Received 

that awesome promotion? Earned a prestigious honor? If so, we want to 

hear about it. Share your news at alumninews@creighton.edu.
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2013 
Nick J. Montague, JD, Omaha, has joined 
the Goosman Law Firm in Omaha.

2016 
William J. Hale, JD, Omaha, has joined 
the Goosmann Law Firm in Omaha 
and will focus on business and 
intellectual property law.

2017 
Abbey Baker Benson, MS, JD, Omaha, 
has joined the law firm Koenig | Dunne 
in Omaha. Benjamin C. Deaver, JD, 
Omaha, has joined Pansing Hogan 
Ernst & Bachman, LLP, in Omaha as 
an associate. Deaver will focus his 
practice in the areas of trusts and 
estates, wealth transfer, tax, charitable 
planning, business planning and 
nonprofit administration. Brent W. 
Warren, JD, Sioux City, Iowa, joined 
the Goosman Law Firm as an attorney 
in the Sioux City office. Warren will 
focus his practice on business law, 
commercial law, contracts, corporate 
law, mergers and acquisitions, and 
transactional law.

Weddings
2011 
Elizabeth A. Stevens and Matthew J. 
Manning, BA’08, JD, Oct. 28, 2017, living 
in Washington, D.C.

2014 
Allegra L. Jacoby, JD, and Adam Koffler, 
Feb. 23, 2018, living in Winter Garden, 
Florida.

Births
2006 
Lee E. Urban, JD, and Megan Harlow 
Urban, PharmD’08, Shawnee, Kansas, a 
daughter, Charlotte, Nov. 4, 2017.

2007 
Andrew Blandford and Danielle J. 
Pressler, BA’04, MS, JD, Washington, 
D.C., a son, William Daniel, Aug. 16, 
2017.

2010 
David G. Moore, JD, and Trinity Moore, 
Show Low, Arizona, a son, Cash Daniel, 
May 13, 2017. Benjamin P. Niederee, 
BSBA’04, and Catherine McCarthy 
Niederee, BSBA’07, JD, Omaha, a 
daughter, Bridget Letitia, Sept. 8, 2017. 

2015 
Darren J. Hein, BSHS’12, PharmD’12, and 
Natalie M. Sindelar, JD, Bennington, 
Nebraska, a son, Calvin James, Oct. 
28, 2017.

Larry Mansch, JD’83, always 
felt drawn to the wide-open 
spaces and sweeping vistas of the 
American West.

As a youngster from southwest Minnesota, 
he spent summers in the Rocky Mountains 
and remembers being moved by those 
sublime peaks and that limitless sky and the 
feelings they gave him.

“I always knew I would live out there 
someday,” Mansch says. “Just something 
about the Rockies.”

For the past 35 years, Mansch has made 
his home in Missoula, Montana, a place 
that continues to move him, not just for 
its physical properties, but for what has 
transpired in his career there. As the legal 
and clinic director of the Montana Innocence 
Project for the past decade, helping to 
liberate people imprisoned for crimes they 
did not commit, Mansch has experienced 
feelings every bit as stirring, humbling 
and freeing as when he looked upon the 
mountains as a child.

“The feeling you have when you are able 
to convince a judge and a prosecutor that 
someone is in jail who should not be there is 
something I no longer have the words for,” 
he says. “When you see a person freed from 
prison and able to now get on with their lives, 
it’s tremendous. There are a lot of important 
things done in the law, but there’s nothing 
like helping an innocent person get justice.”

Mansch is part of a staff of three, with an 
executive director and another attorney. A 
handful of law students at the University 
of Montana, where the project is housed, 
also assist. In the 10-year existence of the 

Montana Innocence Project, they have 
combed through more than 800 cases, 
accepting roughly 12 for litigation thus far. 
The project has freed six people in the last 
two years alone, including two men in June 
who spent 23 years in prison for a robbery, 
kidnapping and murder they did not commit.

In each case, the effort requires 
monumental levels of work and attention 
to detail, including securing new evidence 
either through reinterviewing witnesses, 
combing back over police work or tapping 
new technologies available in DNA tracking. 
Looking for that compelling evidence of 
innocence with such a small staff has limited 
the number of cases the Montana Innocence 
Project has been able to take on, but what the 
project lacks in volume is more than made up 
for in zeal.

The passion with which Mansch has 
approached his tenure with the project has 
not gone unnoticed. Peter Neufeld, co-
founder of the national Innocence Project in 
New York City, is on the Montana Innocence 
Project’s board of directors — the only state 
project board on which he sits — and has 
come to see Mansch’s work as an extension 
of the Creighton legal training he received.

“He lives out there in the mountains, 
and I think that’s apt for what we do in 
the Innocence Project,” Neufeld says. “The 
work is often like rolling a massive stone 
up a mountain, and that’s what Larry has 
done and will be continuing to do. He keeps 
pushing that rock.”

It’s not the type of legal career Mansch 
envisioned for himself when he first landed 
at the Creighton University School of Law 
in 1980.

A Sense of Service  
and Commitment
Creighton law graduate fights for those 
wrongly convicted as the legal and clinic 
director with the Montana Innocence Project
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At Creighton, Mansch was an advisee 
of now-retired professor Eric Pearson, a 
specialist in environmental and natural 
resources law, a perfect fit for a law student 
with an eye to the wide-open West. And, 
when Mansch graduated in 1983, he moved 
to Montana with the intention of pursuing 
just such a legal career.

Mansch’s first job out of law school, 
however, was clerking for a judge in 
Montana who handled a significant volume 
of criminal cases.

“I’d never really thought about pursuing 
criminal law, but I knew that I loved being 
in the courtroom; I loved being in front of 
juries,” he says. “So I did a complete shift 
and started to forge a career in the criminal 
defense arena.”

For 15 years, Mansch served as a public 
defender in Missoula, then started a firm in 
criminal defense in 2000. Along the way, 
he also joined the Montana Army National 
Guard’s Judge Advocate General’s Corps, 
from which he retired as a lieutenant colonel 
in 2011.

In 2004, Mansch started teaching social 
studies part time at a middle school in 
Missoula, and earned a master’s degree in 
education from the University of Montana 
in 2006. Though keeping a hand in his 
legal career, Mansch threw himself into 
teaching history, geography, civics, theology, 

even physical education, in Missoula’s 
Catholic schools.

“I like to keep my life interesting,” Mansch 
says. “There’s so much I wanted to do and 
becoming a teacher felt like a good fit.”

After an initial foray with the Innocence 
Project as a part-time attorney and legal 
director, Mansch got back into the law full 
time in 2014. Given the demands of the 
caseload and the efforts at locating new 

evidence for the project’s clients, he says 
he was getting a clear signal to return to 
the defendant’s table. Now, he keeps his 
teaching chops fresh as an instructor in 
wrongful convictions and criminal justice at 
the University of Montana.

“I love teaching, but it’s just a truly 
gratifying situation to be doing what we do 
with the Innocence Project,” he says. “It’s 
a sense of service, of commitment. It’s the 

“ There are a lot of important things 
done in the law, but there’s nothing like 
helping an innocent person get justice.”

    LARRY MANSCH, JD’83

Jesuit influence that I saw at Creighton and 
still see in a lot of my classmates. I keep in 
touch with many of them and they all seem 
to be doing something that gives back to 
the community. You can see Creighton’s 
influence in that.”

Neufeld says Mansch’s teaching 
experience has been an integral component 
in his work with the Montana Innocence 
Project.

“I read on the Creighton website recently 
that 95 percent of alumni feel their 
education prepared them to do something 
to make a difference in the world,” Neufeld 
says. “That’s Larry. He’s making a big 
difference in people’s lives and not just 
helping people, but going up against a 
lot of reluctant judges and recalcitrant 
prosecutors who just want to maintain the 
status quo. He’s rolled up his sleeves and 
said, ‘If it takes a year, that’s fine. If it takes 
five years, fine. I’m not going anywhere.’”

That tenacity, Mansch says, is rewarded in 
seeing an exonerated person take their first 

breath of air just beyond a prison gate.
“It’s a reminder of how much work is still 

left to be done,” he says. “To think of how 
hard it is to have a judge or a prosecutor 
change their minds, it’s a reminder how 
difficult this can be but how worth it, in the 
end, it is. I’m just grateful to be able to do 
this work and grateful to Creighton for a top-
notch education, more than I could ask for.” 
— BY ADAM KLINKER

Larry Mansch, JD’83, right, 
with Fred Lawrence, center, 
and staff attorney Toby 
Cook, left, when Lawrence 
was released from prison 
after serving 23 years for a 
homicide he did not commit.
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Remembering Pat Green
J. Patrick Green, BA’63, JD’65, a longtime professor in the Creighton 
University School of Law, died in October 2017 at the age of 76. Green, 
an Omaha native, taught property, torts, remedies, law and medicine, and 
bioethics in the law school for 42 years, from 1971 until his retirement in 
2013. Green also served as a judge on the Nebraska Court of Industrial 
Relations from 1974 to 1979. He is survived by his wife, Barbara Pearlman 
Green, who also taught at Creighton (1980-2001), and will be remembered 
by legions of students. 

In Memoriam
LaVerne E. Abts, JD’48, Elkhorn, 
Nebraska, Aug. 15, 2017.

L. Wallace Hopkins, BS’48, JD’51, Omaha, 
May 16, 2018.

Joseph R. Lowry, JD’52, Yellow Springs, 
Ohio, June 2, 2017. 

Joseph F. McGinn, BS’52, JD’57, Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, Dec. 13, 2017.

Hon. Robert C. Vondrasek, JD’58, Omaha, 
Feb. 22, 2018.

J. Robert Saffell, BA’60, JD’63, Versailles, 
Kentucky, Feb. 13, 2018. 

J. Patrick Green, BA’63, JD’65, Omaha, 
Oct. 3, 2017. 

John D. O’Brien, BA’63, JD’65, Las Vegas, 
March 30, 2018.

Patrick H. McDonnell, JD’66, Omaha, June 
3, 2018.

Hon. Phrasel L. Shelton, JD’68, San Jose, 
California, Dec. 22, 2017.

Paul T. Michael, BA’68, JD’71, Alexandria, 
Virginia, Sept. 14, 2017. 

Daniel S. Reynolds, JD’75, DeKalb, Illinois, 
Aug. 18, 2017.

Joseph L. Vacca, JD’76, Omaha, Jan. 21, 
2018.

Hon. W. M. “Mark” Ashford, JD’78, Omaha, 
Aug. 1, 2018.

James E. Connor, JD’79, Omaha, Aug. 3, 
2017.

James M. Haney, JD’80, Omaha, April 10, 
2018. 

M. David Steier, BSBA’76, JD’80, Omaha, 
May 28, 2018.

Elizabeth J. Kountze, JD’81, Omaha, Oct. 
31, 2017.

John M. Kerwin, BA’81, JD’85, Omaha, 
June 1, 2018. 

Joseph J. Straub III, JD’85, Algona, Iowa, 
Dec. 30, 2017.

Mercedes Luque-Rosales, JD’88, Chicago, 
April 15, 2018. 

Sean E. Farley, JD’89, Bakersfield, 
California, April 17, 2018.

Jennie M. Dugan-Hinrichs, JD’97, Omaha, 
April 25, 2018.

Hunter B. Sadle, JD’04, Fletcher, North 
Carolina, May 13, 2018.

The Rev. Greg O’Meara, SJ, a professor of 
law and the rector of the Jesuit community 
at Creighton, who delivered the eulogy at 
Green’s funeral, said the Creighton professor 
had a booming voice and was a magnificent 
storyteller — often peppering his accounts 
with what his wife termed “Irish facts.”

“I have long considered, that compared 
to a story told by Patrick, the Metropolitan 
Opera’s recent production of La Boheme 
was but a sneaking, tiptoe performance,” 
Fr. O’Meara said.   

He added: “J. Patrick, in his natural 
environment, was barricaded behind 
mountains of books, notebooks and fountain 
pens, but these tools of the trade never got in 
the way, for when a story was brewing within 
him, he would prowl the hallways, ready to 
share with friends — new or old — his latest 
insight, quirk of humanity, or help someone 
sort out what they knew or thought, but were 
having trouble articulating.”

He described Green as brilliant — 
lecturing without notes — and one who 
used his intellect to explain and enlighten, 
never to denigrate and demean. 

After an evening meal with guests, Fr. 
O’Meara said, Green would frequently tell a 
story from a somewhat shady character that 
held for a profound truth. In that vein, Fr. 
O’Meara offered a scene from Dostoyevsky’s 
Crime and Punishment, depicting the breadth 
and depth of God’s mercy, in which the 
drunkard Marmeladov exclaims: “Then 
Christ will say to us, ‘Come you as well, come 
drunkards, come weaklings, come forth ye 
children of shame … ’ And the wise men and 
those of understanding will say, ‘O Lord, 
why do you receive these men?’ And he 
will say, ‘This is why I receive them, O ye of 
understanding, that not one of them believed 
himself to be worthy of this.’”

“It is human to fear death,” Fr. O’Meara 
said. “It is human to pause before the eternal, 
but believing as I do that one of the first 
voices I will hear in heaven will be Patrick’s, 
my own unworthiness to join him worries 
me less.

“For if God is as kind and good as J. Patrick 
was to us, we may all hope to hear, ‘You 
are my child, my beloved. In you I am well 
pleased.’”
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Thomas Retires from 
Juvenile Court, Earns 
Pittman Award

Coming of age in the late 1960s as an 
African-American man in segregated 
Montgomery, Alabama, the Hon. Wadie 
Thomas Jr., JD’80, learned two lessons that 
have always resonated in his life.

“The first thing was that I saw how 
important it is to have contact with 
people from diverse backgrounds,” 
said Thomas, who served as a Separate 
Juvenile Court judge for Douglas County, 
Nebraska, and was the 2018 recipient of 
the Judge Elizabeth D. Pittman Award from 
Creighton’s Black Law Students Association. 

The second thing was that, as he watched 
the heroes of the civil rights movement 
make great strides for justice and equality 
in what looked like an otherwise untenable 
situation in the South, he could do anything 
to which he set his mind, and would have no 
justification if he did not.

“When I saw James Meredith integrate 
the University of Mississippi and go from 
class to class under armed guard, I asked 
myself, ‘How on earth can I have any 
excuse?’” Thomas said.

After more than 22 years as a judge — the 
first African-American male to serve in that 
capacity in Nebraska — and a nearly 40-year 
law career spent lending his talents to help 
combat social ills, Thomas retired from the 
bench on Jan. 31. 

Appointed a juvenile court judge in 1995 
by Nebraska Gov. Ben Nelson, HON’92, 
Thomas earned Distinguished Judge for 
Community Leadership honors from the 
Nebraska Supreme Court in 2003, and 
last year was named the Urban League of 
Nebraska’s African American Leadership 
Award winner.

Welch Appointed to  
Nebraska Court of Appeals

Law runs in the family for the  
Hon. Larry Welch, JD’94, the newest judge 
on the Nebraska Court of Appeals. Both 
his father, Lawrence Welch Sr., JD’61, and 
grandfather, the Hon. Lawrence F. Welch, 
JD’31, are Creighton School of Law alumni.

Welch, an Omaha native and graduate 
of Creighton Preparatory School, attended 
Loyola Marymount University in Los 
Angeles, majoring 
in accounting 
and playing on 
the Lions’ soccer 
squad. He returned 
to Omaha after 
graduation, 
working three years 
for accounting firm 
Arthur Andersen 
before he felt the 
family tradition 
calling and entered the Creighton School 
of Law.

“Creighton provided me with a 
tremendous legal education,” Welch said. 
“I did a summer clerkship at Fraser Stryker 
with students from other law schools, and 
I remember thinking that we Creighton 
students who were there were more 
prepared for the practical work of the law 
than any other students.”

Welch spent 25 years in private practice 
before being appointed to the appellate 
bench by Gov. Pete Ricketts in January. He 
started hearing cases in April.  

“It’s very exciting to me, bringing to 
bear all the things I most enjoyed in the 

Wadie Thomas, JD’80, who recently retired from the bench, received the 2018 Judge Elizabeth D. Pittman 
Award from Creighton’s Black Law Students Association.

From the Bench

practice of law and now being able to lock 
in on specific issues and try to resolve those 
issues. And it’s that education at Creighton 
that has properly prepared me to manage 
this very important position.”

Christensen Named Iowa  
Supreme Court Justice

Susan Larson Christensen, JD’91, 
became Iowa’s newest Supreme Court 
justice and only 
the third woman 
in Iowa’s history to 
serve on the state’s 
high court when 
she replaces retiring 
Justice Bruce Zager 
in September.

Iowa Gov. Kim 
Reynolds named 
Christensen to the 
post in August. 
Until her appointment, Iowa had been the 
only state in the country in 2018 to have an 
all-male supreme court. Christensen most 
recently served as a district court judge in 
the Fourth Judicial District in southwest 
Iowa, and previously worked as a private 
practice attorney, an assistant county 
attorney and a district associate judge. 

Welch

Christensen
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