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G lim p se s  In to  th e  P a s t

Fifty years ago The Visiting Nurse Association ot Omaha ceased being one woman’s dream and became instead a force for good that has prospered and expanded for half a century.
The dream belonged to Mrs. Herbert Rogers, then Miss Anna Millard, and it was not made of fragile stuff. It was real—as real as the misery of poverty and the heartbreak of unattended illness. The dream was a goal and to attain it she was willing, as many dreamers are not, to sacrifice personal comfort and leisure to make it come true.

For three years Miss Millard studied at the Johns Hopkins School of Nursing and in 1896 she returned to Omaha, a graduate nurse, prepared to establish in her home city, a nursing service for those unable to pay. A paper read before the sociological department ot the Woman’s Club introduced her idea to Omahans and resulted in a meeting being called, officers elected, and a committee of five appointed. The committee was delegated to work among the different churches of the city to find persons willing to serve on a board comprising 21 members. Thirty women and one lone man signed for membership in the association, promising one dollar a year toward its support.
The dream was no longer nebulous, Miss Millard was appointed head nurse. Later in the year she was joined by Mrs. W. R. Adams, a tireless worker who, thruout her lifetime, remained a devoted friend to those in need. A “visiting committee” of twelve women made visits to the sick, carrying necessary supplies, jellies, and fruit to such addresses as were given them by Miss Millard.
Both Miss Millard and Mrs. Adams took calls at their own homes and the communication system of 1896 hardly being what it is today, the public was informed that “nurses can be contacted by communicating with drug stores, where they shall report at certain hours.”
The need for the newly formed organization was great, the calls were endless, and the tiny band of volunteers was hard pressed to meet the many demands for service. Mrs. W. R. Adams became Superintendent of nurses and Miss Louise McPherson became Secretary,
The idea had taken root and women unable to do actual nursing but seriously intent on helping, organized diet kitchens from which they supplied food for the sick. Others met in groups and sewed layettes and bedding.
The need for money became urgent in 1899 and a plea in the newspapers called for new members. It was estimated that a membership



of 1000 would meet expenses. The main source of income was from the membership of one dollar a year and from the annual birthday party. The birthday party was a social as well as a charitable affair and each good lady who came deposited a small bag containing in pennies, the number of years in her age. The birthday parties were held every February 22nd, a subtle reminder perhaps that the pennies were to bespeak the unperjured truth.
The stature and dignity of the V.N.A. were increased when in 1913 its office was established in the City Hall.
As the organization grew so did the public demand for service and it was soon found that the membership money plus the birthday party pennies were not enough. Plays by local talent given at local theaters, teas, benefits, and the 1914 Tag Day, all helped to finance the service. The tag day became an annual source of revenue until the V.N.A. joined the Omaha Community Chest at its inception in 1923.

Since 1934 the organization has been under the directorship of Miss Leeta Holdrege whose untiring efforts have been greatly responsible for the development of the services as they are today.

The scope and the purposefulness of the association had far exceeded the hopes or even the dreams of its founder. Summer camps were established for babies and developed into a permanent program of well baby conferences. Nurses were added to do special work in tuberculosis, maternity, child health, and orthopedic services. Contracts were signed with insurance companies to care for their industrial policy holders. Under the leadership of Miss Florence McCabe who headed the staff from 1918 to 1934, these various nursing services were generalized. The many facets of public health nursing were being integrated into a cohesive whole.

MRS. HARRY S. BYRNE 
President 1944-1946 

Board Member since 1932

It is impossible in a short report to tell the whole story of the V.N.A. Woven into the pattern of its steady sure growth, is so much of personal courage and sacrifice. The noble qualities of its founder have been an inspiration in the 50 years of its progress. It stands today, a living memorial to those who are gone and whose love for humanity was the motivating force of its growth. LEETA A. HOLDREGE 
Executive Director since 1934 
Member of Staff since 1921



PAST PRESIDENTS
Mrs. S. R. Towne....................................................................... 1896-1902

Mrs. Felix McShane..............................................................1903
Mrs. Albert Moe..............................................................1904

Mrs. Felix McShane..................................................1905
Mrs. Victor Caldwell...........................................1906-1908

Mrs. Gould Dietz.......................................... 1909-1910
Miss Louise McPherson.......................... 1911-1912

Mrs. GouldJJietz....................................................................... 1913-1914
Mrs. Barton Millard.............................................................1915-1917

Mrs. Wm. J. Hynes........................................................ 1918-1921
Mrs. W. E. Rhoades................................................. 1922

Mrs. John W. Towle........................................... 1923-1925
Mrs. Sam Burns.............................................1926-1927

Mrs. T. L. Davis......................................  1928-1931
Mrs. Eva_K. Wallace.................................................................  1932-1934

Mrs. Earl Sage......................................................................  1935-1936
Mrs. Howard Rushton....................................................1937-1938

Mrs. Wm. C. Ramsey............................................... 1939-1940
Mrs. Herman Johnson.........................................1941-1942

Mrs. Eva K. Wallace.....................................1944
Mrs.JHarry S. Byrne................................1944-1946

*  *  *  *

1946 STATISTICS
41,198 Visits were made.
9,842 Patients were visited.
5,231 Families given service.

A total of 7,867 Hours were spent in Clinics, Conferences, and Child 
Care Centers.



^Jiicfll cyCiffhti op 1946
Reorganization of the City Health Department is under way with the appointment of Dr. L. L. Fatherree as Health Director and Miss Leeta A. Holdrege as Director of Nurses. The plan is to co-ordinate into one service, all nursing carried on by the City Health Department and The Visiting Nurse Association.
Mrs. Herman Johnson, a member of our Board, was appointed to the new City Board of Health.
A five-day week has been in effect since June.
To gain a clearer understanding of our work for use in referring patients and in interesting student nurses in Public Health nursing, head nurses and instructors from the Omaha hospitals have been coming 

to the V.N.A. for a three-day observation period.
After 28 years of service in orthopedic work with the V.N.A., Miss Greta Paulsen is retiring. Miss Eunice Cole, general supervisor, is retiring after 20 years. The staff will miss them and the community will long feel the benefits of their faithful service.
Our Executive Director, Miss Leeta A. Holdrege, has been with the organization 25 years and the occasion was marked by a party given by the staff in her honor.
With a blinding lefthand sparkle, cupid is playing havoc in our ranks.
We are proud and happy in the enthusiastic commendation received by Miss Selma Larson, our 'Tuberculosis Supervisor, for her paper “Case Finding Among Contacts,” given at the Mississippi Valley Conference in Chicago.
At the Biennial Convention of the National Organization for Public Health Nursing, special mention was given our method of introducing new board members to our program. We were well represented at the meeting by two Board members and three members of the staff.
Our Educational Director, Mrs. Alice Kraft, represented us at the American Public Health Association Convention at Cleveland this fall.
We feel that our affiliation with national organizations is a material benefit. It has brought us many interesting and helpful visitors, among them Miss Louise M. Suchomel, Assistant Consultant in Orthopedic Nursing and Miss Dorothy E. Wiesner, Statistician, both of the National Organization for Public Health Nursing. Other 1946 visitors were Miss Sophie Nelson, Director of Visiting Nurse Service for the John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Co., and Miss Gertrude Morris, Territorial Supervisor for the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.

HEADLIGHTS . . . .  Two new cars from the Rotary Club.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
M r s . H a r r y  S. B y r n e ............
M r s . D e n m a n  K o u n t z e . . . .  
M rs . C a s p e r  Y. O f f u t t . . .  .
M r s . R oy P a g e ...........................
M r s . D ona ld  C.  K i p l i n g e r

.................... President
. .First Vice-President 
Second Vice-President
.................... Secretary

.................... Treasurer
Mrs. Richard L. Baker 
Mrs. Melvin Bekins 
Mrs. Lawrence Brinker 
Mrs. A. H. Brodkey 
Mrs. Thomas L. Davis 
Mrs. Edythe Davidson 
Miss Hazel B. Degen 
Mrs. Clyde W. Drew

Mrs. R. S. Dickinson 
Mrs. Harry I. Dodson 
Mrs. John Flynn, Jr. 
Mrs. Herman F. Johnson 
Mrs. Harry E. Judd 
Mrs. James L. McCrory 
Mrs. W. B. Millard 
Mrs. Ellsworth Moser 
Mrs. Frank J. Norton

Mrs. Donald L. Pettis 
Mrs. Emery O. Peterson 
Mrs. Drexel J. Sibbernsen 
Mrs. Robert H. Storz 
Mrs. Walter P. Thomas 
Miss Catherine F. Thummel 
Mrs. Eva Kennard Wallace 
Mrs. Henry W. Yates

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Dr. F. Lowell Dunn 
Dr. Harold Gifford 
Dr. C. W. M. Poynter 
Dr. Edmund M. Walsh 
Dr. C. M. Wilhelmj

Mr. S. R. Kirkpatrick 
Mr. Robert D. Neely 
Mr. Tracy J. Peycke 
Mr. Frank E. Rusk

STAFF
L e eta  A. H o l d r e g e ......................................................Executive Director
A lice G. K r a f t ................... Assistant Director and Educational Director
Supervisors.............................6 Clerical Staff Average............... 6

Staff Nurse Average...............23
11 Student Nurses from Omaha Schools of Nursing, 9 Senior Cadets, 

and 18 Public Health Nursing Students from the University of Minne
sota and Peabody College, received experience and instruction.

PHYSICIANS IN ATTENDANCE AT CHILD 
HEALTH CONFERENCES

Dr. E. W. Bantin Dr. Michael Crofoot Dr. Paul Morrow
Dr. C. F. Bantin Dr. A. G. Dow Dr. G. E. Robertson
Dr. George Clark Dr. H. M. Jahr Dr. J. M. Thomas

Dr. C. A. Tompkins



Irinancial r\eport
INCOME

Balance forwarded..................................................................... 3 1,943.83
Service fees from patients.......................................................... 4,970.44
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company.................................... 3,379.13
John Hancock Life Insurance Company..................................  778.24
Woman’s Benefit Association....................................................  1.41
Emergency Maternity Infant Care Program...........................  3,445.10
Nebraska Tuberculosis Association........................................... 2,370.00
City of Omaha............................................................................  5,000.00
Interest—Endowment Fund...................................................... 5,308.94
Douglas County Chapter, National Foundation forInfantile Paralysis............................................................... 1,365.53
Other sources............................................................................... 784.05
Refunds.......................................................................................  1,308.25
Community Chest......................................................................  55,916.17

Total Income....................................................................386,571.09

EXPENDITURES
Service salaries............................................................................ 371,859.18
Toward Housekeeping Aide Project.........................................  2,750.00
Supplies.......................................................................................  943.18
Fixed charges..............................................................................  760.66
Communication and Transportation........................................  6,113.55
Equipment..................................................................................  3,176.09
Other Expenditures....................................................................  420.43
Refund to Community Chest....................................................  400.00

Total Expenditures.......................................................... 386,423.09
Balance Forwarded..............................................3 148.00

Our nursing service is available to anyone. Payment is scaled to 
meet the individual income and there is no charge to those unable to 
pay. Our friends can help the V.N.A. by use of our Memorial Fund. 
Inaugurated by Mrs. Nathan Feil in 1924, this fund consists of contri
butions offered in tribute to relatives and friends on occasion of death, 
or to commemorate anniversaries of many kinds. The fund enables us 
to meet some of our special needs.



On this our 50th anniversary, 
we are deeply grateful to our 
many friends for their generous 
contributions in time, effort, 
and money. These contributions 
have extended and strengthened 
our service to the community 
through the years.




