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THOSE of our readers who are interested in

calendars will find the annexed little table

very serviceable. This table gives within a

small space the Dominical letter for every day of

the year. As these letters are always the same, all

we need in addition is the table opposite the title

page of this calendar, in order to know upon what

day of the week any date of this century will fall.

Let us explain this.

The days of the week repeat themselves in un

broken order. But they fall upon different days

of the month from year to year. In order to con

trol, in the simplest manner possible, the dependence

of the days of the week upon the days of the month,

Holy Mother Church, to whom the perfection of

our calendar is exclusively due, has invented what

arc called Dominical letters—that is, Lord's day or

Sunday letters. These are the seven first letters

of the alphabet. To the first of January is given the

letter A, to the second B, to the third C, to the

fourth D, to the fifth E, to the sixth F, to the sev

enth G. After this the eighth begins again with A,

the ninth accordingly is B, the tenth is C, and so on.

Hence Jan. i, 8, 15, 22, 29 have the letter A; Jan. 2,

9, 16, 23, 30 the letter B, and thus with all the

Dominical letters. All this is well shown in our little

table. Look for the month of January, and take the

letters A, B, C, D, E, F, G on the same line. Over

these are their respective days of the month.

Coming now to Jan. 31, we find it. has the letter

C. Feb. I, therefore, must be D. Three lines below

January we find February, and for February we

use the order D, E, F, G, A, B, C in finding the

days of the month, in the same way that we did

for January. For March 1, on this plan, we have

the letter D, and we use the same line—D, E, F, G,

A, B, C—as we did for February. The Dominical

letter for April 1 will, in like manner, be G, and

we use the last line, G, A, B, C, D, E, F. On May

1 we will have the letter B, and we use the second

line, and so on for the entire year. The reader may,

for the sake of practice, verify the correspondence

of July 4 with the letter C, and of Christmas with B.

As these seven letters repeat themselves in un

broken order during the entire year, just as the

days of the week do, it follows at once that if Jan.

1, or A, is Sunday, every day of the year that has

the letter A is a Sunday. If Jan. 1, or A, is a

Thursday, every day corresponding with the letter

A is a Thursday that year, and hence all the Bs

are Fridays, the Cs Saturdays, the Ds Sundays,

and so on. All, then, that we need, know is the

Dominical or Sunday letter of the year, in order to

know upon what day of the week any day of that

year will fall. This year, 1901, the Dominical letter is

F. Accordingly, every day with F in our little

table is a Sunday. For example, Jan. and Oct.

6, 13, 20, 27, May 5, 12, 19, 26, and so on. As

a consequence, then, G is Monday, A Tuesday, B

Wednesday, and so on.

The table opposite the title page, which gives the

dates of Easter during this century, gives also the

Dominical letters. For example, in 1913 the Domin

ical letter is E, in 1940 F, in 195 1 G, in 1967, 1978,

1989 E, etc. If the reader has kept his calendar for

last year, he has the Dominical letter of every year

during the 19th and 20th centuries, and can tell,

in a few moments, upon what day of the week any

day of the month has happened or will happen dur

ing that time.

As the year consists of fifty-two full weeks and

one day, and as, consequently, in the following year

the same day of the month falls upon the next fol

lowing day of the week, the Dominical letter must

change at the end of the year to the next letter in

the alphabet. In our little table we find that Dec.

31 has the letter A, and as Jan. 1, the next day, also

has the letter A, these two As must represent dif

ferent days of the week. Thus in 1901, when the

Dominical letter is F, Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 1901,

which have the letter A, are Tuesdays. But Jan.
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i, 1902, with the same letter A, but in another

year must be Wednesday. Hence A being Wednes

day in 1902, E must be Sunday, or Dominical let

ter, that year. The Dominical letter, therefore,

changes in this instance from F to E, and in gen

eral, it retrogrades or goes back one each year. In

leap years, as we shall see presently, it takes two

steps back. Knowing this law, the reader may find

the Dominical letter of any year whatever when

the letter of any one is given. He may thus be

able to dispense with the table given opposite the

title page, and use only the one given in this ar

ticle.

There is but one difficulty, and that not a very

great one, in the use of our little table. It is in re

gard to leap years. In leap years the 24th of Feb

ruary is doubled—that is, there are two 24ths of

February that year. This was the arrangement of

Julius Caesar, the founder of the Julian calendar,

the Gregorian or present calendar being only the

correction or the perfection of the Julian. Why

Julius Caesar chose the 24th of February to double

it, rather than to add a day at the end of the month,

as we do in the date, but not in the letter, we do

not know. We must accept the fact and abide by the

custom of 1,900 years.

Now, let us suppose that the Dominical letter of

Ihe year is C. Then Feb. 21 is C, or Sunday. Feb.

22 is D, or Monday ; Feb. 23 is E, or Tuesday ; Feb.

24 is F, or Wednesday ; Feb. 24 again, or as we call

it, Feb. 25, is also F, but Thursday ; Feb. 26 is G, or

Friday ; Feb. 27 is A, or Saturday ; Feb. 28 is B, or

Sunday, and Feb. 29 is C, or Monday. Hence as

C is the Dominical letter before Feb. 24, B is the

Dominical, or Sunday letter, after that date for the

rest of the year. In leap years, therefore, the

Dominical letter takes one step backward on Feb.

24; or, in other words, there are two Dominical

letters, such as C B, in 1904, the first one, C, being

in use before Feb. 24, and the second one, B, after it.

In our table, which gives the dates of Easter, the

reader may ignore all we have said about leap years

for dates which follow the 24th of February in

any year whatever. But from Jan. 1 to Feb. 24 in

leap years (that is, in years divisible by 4) he must

take the letter of the alphabet following the one

given to that year in the table. Thus, for example,

over 1904, when Easter falls on April 3, the Domin

ical letter is B for all dates that follow Feb. 24, but

for those that precede it the letter following B in

the alphabet—that is, C, must be used.

A little study and practice will make this matter

of Dominical letters very clear and simple, and the

reader will agree with us in saying that our little

table is really a perpetual calendar in a nutshell.

William F. Rigge, S. J.,

Creighton University, Omaha, Neb.

A CHILD'S PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH-

O dearest St. Joseph !

Look down upon me;

And grant in thy pity

That I may like thee

Be humble and modest,

In word and thought pure,

In soul and in body,

While life shall endure.

 


