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*William F. Bigge, S. J., F. E. A. S., F. A. A. A. S.

HE National Geographic Magazine for February has

an interesting and richly illustrated article on the

eruption, of Katmai Volcano in Alaska on June 6,

1912. Although fortunately not a single life was lost,

the magnitude of the eruption seems to have been

equal to that of Krakatoa in 1883. The explosion was

heard 900 miles away. The town of Kodiak a

hundred miles away was in utter darkness for 60

hours. The rain of ashes extended over 375 miles,

and the deposit was so heavy that all vegetation within 15 miles

was completely destroyed. The fine ashes in the air made

breathing difficult and attacked the eyes so much that wild

game was blinded.

C. G. Abbot, director of the Astro-physical Observatory of

the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D. C, states in a

following article that the dust of this volcano has been carried

all over the world by the winds and has intercepted 20 per cent

of the sun's heat during the year.

Clement L. Martin, Arts '11, has presented a foot blower to

the Science Department, It will be of great service in all exper-

iments that require a current of air. While, of course, there are

already various contrivances for this purpose, they cannot com-

pare in convenience and dispatch with the new machine, since

this is ever ready at a moment's notice. His brother, James W.

Martin, '13 High School, has presented a series of tornado views

taken and printed by himself, some of which have been used

in the last issue of the Chronicle. Harry Sullivan, '14, and Paul

B. Gillespie, '13 Arts, have donated various electrical apparatus.

The editor of this Science Column has a long article running

through the April and May numbers of Popular Astronomy on
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" Experimental Proofs of the Earth's Rotation." It is an

abridged and popular presentation of the book published by

Father Hagen, director of the Vatican Observatory. It is

divided into four parts. The first treats of bodies falling from

a height, which on account of their being farther from the earth's

axis of revolution when on the top of a tower, move eastward

faster than the ground and must therefore fall east of the point

directly below them.

The second mentions various forms of pendulums, especially

Foucault's, whose plane of vibration, while really fixed, appears

to shift on account of the earth's rotation.

The third part treats of gyroscopes, and shows how they

are used to prove that our earth turns on an axis. The fourth

part explains various other apparatus, such as current of liquids

and two machines of Father Hagen 's own invention.

It looks an "amende honorable" to the Galileo imbroglio

that the Pope's own astronomer should come openly before the

world with such a learned work and should even produce two
new experiments to prove the fact of the earth's rotation. Not
that we imply that Galileo was condemned for the sole reason

that he upheld this doctrine of the earth's motion—for which
however he had absolutely no proof whatever—but that we have
now one argument more, and one that fully offsets any fault

that may have been committed before.


