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BOUT three years ago the United States Naval Ob-

z\ servatory at Washington, D. C, and the Observatory

of Paris, France, began to exchange wireless time

signals in order to determine their difference of

longitude by the most modern apparatus that the

advance of science had made possible. The method

of star observations was also the best that had ever

been devised. The American and French astron-

omers were each divided into two parties, and while one Amer-

ican and one French party made their observations with iden-

tical instruments in Washington, the second parties were in

Paris. After spending several months in this work of record-

ing star transits and wireless time signals, the Washington

and Paris parties exchanged places and continued their work

for an equal length of time in their second position.

The results of this long campaign have just been published

in the Appendix to Publications of The United States Naval

Observatory, Second Series, Volume IX. The work was done

with such care and skill and with such refined instrumental

equipment, that the probable error of the result is less than

one three-hundredth of a second of time, so that the relative

position of certain fixed points in the Observatories of Wash-

ington and Paris is uncertain by about the length of a yard.

As the wireless time signals sent out by Arlington, near

Washington, and by the Eiffel Tower in Paris, could be heard

over great distances by all that possessed a wireless receiving

outfit, the Naval Observatory issued a circular to all observ-

atories and invited them to make use of this opportunity and

redetermine their own longitudes from Washington. The
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stated that The Creighton University Observatory had signi-

fied its willingness to take part in this campaign.

In the report mentioned before there is a list of the

American Observatories that actually participated in this work

and that communicated their results to the Naval Observatory

for publication. This list is rather small, containing as it does,

only seven observatories, but The Creighton University is

among them. They are: (1) Case, Cleveland, Ohio; (2)

Columbia University, New York; (3) Creighton University,

Omaha, Nebraska; (4) Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa;

(5) Elgin, Elgin, Illinois; (6) Illinois Watch Company, Spring-

field, Illinois; (7) Flower, University of Pennsylvania, Phila-

delphia, Pennsylvania.

Along with the name of the Observatory are given the names

of the astronomical observer, the radio observer, and the com-

puter, as well as the number of nights on which observations

were made, and lastly, the resulting longitude. The largest

number of nights is twelve, the next are nine and eight, then

two with four (one of which is The Creighton University) and

two with three.


