
Homily, 26 August 2018 
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Joshua 24:1-2a,15-17,18b;  Psalms 34:2-3,16-17,18-19,20-21;  Ephesians 5:21-32;  John 6:60-69 

—���— 
"If it does not please you to serve the Lord, decide today whom you will serve ..." 

Jesus then said to the Twelve, “Do you also want to leave?” 

—���— 

 
"The Catholic Church doesn't believe in science." 
 
Well, that is what I was told by an acquaintance of mine last spring.  
He seemed very confident in his assertion. 
 
I see him almost every Saturday at the wine shop. I like to talk to him, so usually 
we have a glass of wine and talk about all kinds of things. But until that day, I 
guess we really hadn't talked about religion.  
 
So … I talked to him about the Church's long history of support for the sciences, 
but I didn't convince him that he was mistaken. I think it was long held opinion of 
his and he wasn't going to let it go very easily -- if at all. 
 
But, as I said, I like him, and there a lot of other things we can talk about. 
 
Well last week he brought up the sex-abuse scandal and asked me what I thought. 
So, I told him … and I guess he agreed with what I said, so he let it drop, but not 
until he made this comment: 
 

"I grew up around a lot of religious people," he said, "who just believed 
whatever the Church told them. I'm glad I wasn't religious and could think 
for myself." 

 
I was a little startled when he said this, and I said to myself, "where do I even 
begin?"  

—���— 

After Jesus told a crowd of his disciples that "his flesh was true food, and his blood 
was true drink … and that whoever ate his flesh and drank his blood would have 
eternal life," many of his disciples just walked away. So, he turned to the twelve 
and asked them, “Do you also want to leave?”  
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Jesus asked people a lot of questions – over three-hundred depending on how you 
count them. He also told parables, little stories to make people think. Stories that 
invited his followers to reconsider their values, what they knew about God, how 
they related to others. 
 
God has been teaching us through questions from the very beginning. When Adam 
and Eve disobeyed God and then hid themselves because they were naked, God 
asked them: "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of 
which I had forbidden you to eat?" 
 
The first conversation between man and God began with a question! 
 
In our first reading, Joshua doesn't tell the Israelites what to do. He gives them a 
choice: "If it does not please you to serve the Lord, decide today whom you will 
serve ..." 
 
Although God desires only what is good for us, he wants us to think for ourselves 
so that we can choose wisely, for the good. 
 
To imply, as my friend did, that faithful Christians do not think for themselves, 
demonstrates an amazing ignorance of scripture and of the way in which God 
reaches out to us. 

—���— 

Jesus taught by asking questions. He wants us to really ponder our relationship 
with him and with our neighbor. 
 
It might a good idea to revisit some of the questions Jesus asked … maybe even 
making an informal retreat out of them. Think about one or two each week. You 
might try this: 
 

• Recall one of Jesus questions.  
• Find the Gospel passage where it occurs.  
• Read it several times until you know it well.  
• Then spend some quiet time over the next few days thinking about how you 

would answer his question. 
 
Take the question with you on a walk, sit with it on your deck or your porch, or 
bring it here to adoration. 
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If you need help getting started, here are ten of my favorite questions that Jesus 
asked: 
 

1. What are you looking for? (John 1:38) 
2. What do you want me to do for you? (Mark 10:51) 
3. What profit is there for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? (Mark 8:36) 
4. Who do you say that I am? (Matthew16:15) 
5. Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ but not do what I command? (Luke 6:46) 
6. What is written in the law? How do you read it?” (Luke 10:26) 
7. Do you realize what I have done for you? (John 13:12) 
8. Why did you doubt? (Matthew 14:31) 
9. Do you also want to leave? (John 6:67) 

 

and the most important question of all: 
10.  Do you love me? (John 21:16) 

 
 


