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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We recognize the ministry of the following:

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, President of Creighton University
Presider and Homilist

Principal Concelebrants:

Rev. Ugo Nweke, SJ, Spring 2019 EdD in Interdisciplinary Leadership,  
Coordinator of the proposed Loyola Jesuit University, Ewatto, Edo, Nigeria

Rev. Henry D’Almeida, SJ, Spring 2019 Waite Chair, Professor at Jnana-
Deepa Vidyapeeth Pontifical Institute for Philosophy and Religion, Pune, 
Maharashtra, India 

Concelebrants from the Jesuit Community and Creighton University

All liturgical ministers, representing:
College of Arts and Sciences
Heider College of Business
College of Nursing
College of Professional Studies
Graduate School
School of Dentistry
School of Law
School of Medicine
School of Pharmacy and Health Professions 

Liturgical ministers representing the Class of 2019, St. John’s Parish,  
and the Creighton University community

Members of the Class of 2019 who assisted in preparing the readings,  
music, and prayers for today’s liturgy

Creighton University Mission and Ministry staff

Special thanks to Mulhall’s Nursery for their generous contributions  
of plants and flowers to today’s worship environment. 

The processional cross used at today’s Mass was designed and  
created by Brian Besack of the Creighton Carpenter Shop and  
Littleton Alston of the Creighton Fine and Performing Arts Department.
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Preludes
MAY THE ROAD RISE TO MEET YOU (True) 
  May the road rise to meet you. May the wind be at your back. 
  May the sun shine warm upon your face. May the rains fall softly on your fields, 
  and until we meet again, may you keep safe in the gentle, loving arms of God.

SEÑOR, HAZME UN INSTRUMENTO DE TU PAZ (Warner) 
  Señor, hazme un instrumento de tu paz, an instrument of your peace, tu paz en toda la tierra

SANCTUARY (Thompson & Scruggs) 
  Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true. 
  With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.

Introductory Rites
Call to Worship

Processional Songs
IN THE LORD I’LL BE EVER THANKFUL (Berthier)
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LEAD ME, LORD (Becker) 
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Greeting
 Presider:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
 We respond:  Amen.

 Presider greets the assembly, ending with:  The Lord be with you.
 We respond: And with your spirit.

Penitential Act
 Presider:  Lord, have mercy.  We respond:  Lord, have mercy.
 Presider:  Christ, have mercy.  We respond:  Christ, have mercy.
 Presider:  Lord, have mercy.  We respond:  Lord, have mercy.

 Presider:  May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
 We respond:  Amen.

Opening Prayer
 We respond:  Amen.

Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
Proverbs 3:1-6

My child, do not forget my teaching,
    take to heart my commands;
For many days, and years of life,
    and peace, will they bring you.
Do not let love and fidelity forsake you;
    bind them around your neck;
    write them on the tablet of your heart.
Then will you win favor and esteem
    before God and human beings.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
    on your own intelligence do not rely;
In all your ways be mindful of him,
    and he will make straight your paths.

 Lector:  The word of the Lord.
 We respond:  Thanks be to God.
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Responsorial Psalm
PSALM 139: CREATOR GOD (Tony Ward)

Second Reading 
Colossians 3:12-17, 23a

Brothers and sisters, put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if one has a grievance 
against another; as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do. And over all these put on love, that is, 
the bond of perfection. And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which you were also 
called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and 
admonish one another, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And 
whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him. Whatever you do, do from the heart, as for the Lord.

 Lector: The word of the Lord.
 We respond: Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation
CELTIC ALLELUIA (Walker)

Gospel Reading
Luke 3:10-18

 Priest:  The Lord be with you.
 We respond:  And with your spirit.
 Priest: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
 We respond: Glory to you, O Lord.

And the crowds asked John the Baptist, “What then should we do?” He said to them in reply, “Whoever has 
two cloaks should share with the person who has none. And whoever has food should do likewise.” Even tax 
collectors came to be baptized and they said to him, “Teacher, what should we do?”  He answered them, “Stop 
collecting more than what is prescribed.” Soldiers also asked him, “And what is it that we should do?” He told 
them, “Do not practice extortion, do not falsely accuse anyone, and be satisfied with your wages.”  Now the 
people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether John might be the Messiah. 
John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not 
worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 
fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” Exhorting them in many other ways, he preached good news to the people.

 Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.
 We respond: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily

Prayer of the Faithful
 We respond:  Lord, hear our prayer.
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Liturgy of the Eucharist
Preparation of the Gifts
HERE I AM, LORD (Schutte) 
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At the conclusion of the Preparation of the Gifts, the presider invites us to prayer:

 Presider:    Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable  
    to God, the almighty Father.
 We respond:   May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of his name,  
    for our good and the good of all his holy Church.

Prayer over the offerings
 We respond:   Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
Although it is the norm in the United States to kneel during the Eucharistic Prayer and Communion Rite,  
we are in an environment which makes kneeling difficult. So that we may all truly be united in posture  
and presence with Christ, we invite the entire community to remain standing during the Eucharistic Prayer.

Preface
 Presider:    The Lord be with you.  We respond: And with your spirit.
 Presider:    Lift up your hearts.   We respond:  We lift them up to the Lord.
 Presider:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. We respond:  It is right and just.
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Memorial Acclamation
MASS OF RENEWAL (Stephan)

Holy
MASS OF RENEWAL (Stephan)
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Great Amen
MASS OF RENEWAL (Stephan)

The Lord’s Prayer
 We pray:  Our Father, who art in heaven,
   hallowed be thy name;
   thy kingdom come,
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
   Give us this day our daily bread,
   and forgive us our trespasses,
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;
   and lead us not into temptation,
   but deliver us from evil.
 Presider:  Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
   graciously grant peace in our days,
   that, by the help of your mercy,
   we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress,
   as we await the blessed hope 
   and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
 We pray:  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Sign of Peace
 Presider:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
 We respond: And with your spirit.
 Presider:  Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
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Breaking of the Bread
MASS OF RENEWAL (Stephan)

 Presider:  Behold the Lamb of God,
   behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
   Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb.
 We respond: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,
   but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

Communion
To receive communion, please follow the directions of the ushers. If you are not receiving 
communion but wish to take part in the communion procession, please approach a 
communion minister with arms crossed over your chest as shown to the left. Low-gluten 
hosts are available from the ministers near the choir.
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Communion Songs
ONE BREAD, ONE BODY (Foley)



14

10,000 REASONS / BLESS THE LORD (Myrin & Redman)
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THESE ALONE ARE ENOUGH (Schutte)
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Concluding Rites
Blessing of the Parents, Families, Friends, Faculty, and Staff
Graduates will be invited to place a hand in blessing upon parents, families, friends, faculty, and staff.

 Leader:   We pray together:
 Graduates:  Spirit of God,

Rest upon those who have journeyed with us to this moment of celebration.  
We thank you for our parents, our family, and our friends. 
Bless them with love and support, 
as they have blessed us throughout our lives. 
Comfort them as we move together into a new chapter of our lives, 
and grant them the fullness of your peace. 
O God of wisdom, thank you for the faculty and staff of Creighton University,  
and for their support and guidance. 
Bless and encourage them in all they do, 
and help them to know our gratitude. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

 All respond:  Amen.

Blessing of the Graduates
Parents, families, friends, faculty, and staff will be invited to place a hand in blessing upon our graduates.

 Leader:   We pray together:
 Assembly:   O God of all creation,

Grant these graduates the gift of wisdom 
as they enter a new stage of their lives. 
Give them inner strength through your Spirit, and faith, 
that Christ may dwell in their hearts. 
Grant them awareness that they are uniquely sent 
to help bring about the Kingdom of God in our world. 
Give them courage and love to act on this wisdom for the dignity of all, 
for the welfare of the less fortunate, 
and for the pursuit of peace and reconciliation. 
May our kinship and friendship with them be a blessing 
that continues through the years to come. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

 All respond:  Amen.



Final Blessings
 Presider:   The Lord be with you.
 We respond:   And with your spirit.
 The presider blesses the entire assembly.
 We respond:  Amen.

Sending Forth
The presider proclaims that the Mass has ended, and sends us forth to serve God in the world.
 We respond:  Thanks be to God.



18

Recessional Hymn 
WE ARE CALLED (Haas)

Please vacate the worship space after Mass to allow for transitions to other ceremonies.  
Staff will begin resetting the space immediately after Mass for the next ceremony taking place.






