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A Beloved Professor Retires
In 1972, 28-year-old G. Michael Fenner, JD, joined the faculty at the 
School of Law. After 47 years of teaching and serving under eight 
deans, Fenner retired in May, leaving a legacy of forming attorneys 
instilled with a Jesuit-inspired mission to make life better for the 
people they serve.
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to use a law degree in a 
different way. Meet four 
Creighton law graduates 
who have pursued a 
different path.

Student’s Legal Paper Turns into Nebraska Bill   ....................................     4

Associate Registrar Retires  ......................................................................     5

Nebraska Supreme Court at Creighton  ...................................................     5

McGrath North Continues the Connection   .............................................     6

A Legal Tradition   ......................................................................................     7

Pro Bono Program Update   ......................................................................     7

Spurred On  ...............................................................................................     8

Military Law Society Finds New Life in School of Law   ...........................     9

Justice Thomas Visits Creighton   .............................................................     9

Badge of Honor  ........................................................................................   10

Kendra Fershée Joins Law Faculty   .........................................................    11

BLSA Hosts Community and Government Panel   ..................................    11

Faculty: Beyond the Classroom   ..............................................................   12

Mu Named Top 10 California Immigration Attorney   ..............................  26

Alumni Notes   ...........................................................................................  27

A Proud Moment   .....................................................................................  27

From the Bench   .......................................................................................  28

International Award   .................................................................................  29

Remembering Harold Lee Rock   .............................................................  30

In Memoriam   ...........................................................................................  30

‘Kay’s Boy’ Makes a Name for Himself 
with Service to the Community   ...............................................................   31

22

 @CreightonLaw 

 Creighton Law School

Follow us:

COVER ILLUSTRATION BY ZACH MEYER@creighton_law



We’re thankful for the kindness and 
generosity, as well as patience, that 
have been shown in our transition 
to Omaha. I say “we” because 
during my entire career as a law 

professor, I have had the privilege and opportunity to 
teach alongside my best friend and wife, Kendra. That 
continues here at Creighton, and we are excited to be 
part of the Creighton family. This is an incredible place, 
with amazing potential, and we look forward to being 
part of the next phase for the Creighton University 
School of Law.

Here is what I need you to know: I have high 
expectations for myself and for our school. And I am 
confident we can do great things. I know we have a lot 
of work to do, but I also know a lot of people are already 
working hard for all of us. I am confident that if we 
continue that, working together, good things will follow.

Established in 1904, the Creighton School of Law is 
celebrating its 115th anniversary this year. It offers a time to reflect on 
and appreciate the accomplishments of the past, while charting a new 
path forward. In this moment, we have an opportunity to address any 
challenges and refocus our efforts on our core mission and the many 
things we do so well. This is a time of new beginnings, and I’m excited 
about what lies ahead. 

I want to thank and acknowledge the faculty for their support and 
commitment to our students and our institution. I also need to thank 
Professor Mike Kelly for his service as interim dean and for his efforts, 
his stewardship and his incredible kindness and support throughout this 
process. He helped guide us to a place where we can move forward, and I 
am truly grateful.

When I interviewed for this position, I talked about moving forward 
with a foundation based on trust, faith and hope. I very much appreciate 
the trust the Creighton community is showing us in extending this 
opportunity, and I hope everyone knows we wouldn’t be here if we 
didn’t trust you and the community we’re joining. We have faith in the 
institution, its people and the commitment to legal education we share. 
And together, we will create hope for the future.

Our job is to educate our students, teach them how to serve others 
and how to pursue justice. I also believe we need to work together 
to continue to strive for excellence. (These values are, incidentally, 
consistent with the Jesuit traditions and philosophies of cura personalis 
and magis.) Embracing these values will help us build a foundation 
for the next 115 years, while embracing the accomplishments and 
achievements of the first 115.

I have high expectations for the law school’s next chapter, and I look 
forward to working with you to reach and exceed our goals. I hope to see 
you soon.
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From left, Creighton law student Chris McMahon with Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts and Collin Mangrum, 
professor of law, at the State Capitol on June 14.

When Chris McMahon, a part-time 
Creighton law student, started 
writing a paper for the Creighton 
Law Review, he didn’t know he 
would eventually be writing a 
bill that would be passed by the 
Nebraska Legislature and approved 
by Gov. Pete Ricketts.

McMahon’s paper focused on hearsay 
provisions in evidence rules in Nebraska and 
North Carolina law that render eyewitness 
pretrial identification or nonidentification 
of a person inadmissible in court.

“So, for instance, if you’re at the scene of 
a crime, and you see it happen, that pretrial 
identification testimony is inadmissible in 
court,” McMahon says. “And that’s only the 
case in Nebraska and North Carolina.”  

In his research, McMahon came across 
the 2017 Nebraska Supreme Court case 
State v. McCurry. The case involved Corleone 
McCurry, who was convicted in 2015 of 
first-degree murder and two weapons 
charges in the 2014 shooting death of 
Timothy Marzettie during an altercation at 
Marzettie’s Omaha home.  

Witnesses told police that the shooting 
occurred during a home invasion by two 
intruders, and investigators identified 
McCurry as a suspect. Following his trial 
and conviction, McCurry was sentenced to 
life in prison.

In his appellate brief to the Nebraska 
Supreme Court, longtime Douglas County 
Public Defender Thomas Riley, JD’75, 
included an argument that lower courts 
erred in following the rules of evidence in 
the case.

Among the issues he cited was the 
trial court’s decision to sustain a hearsay 
objection from the prosecution that 
prevented McCurry’s defense from 
presenting evidence that an eyewitness was 
unable to identify McCurry from a lineup of 
photos. The Supreme Court sided with the 
state in upholding McCurry’s conviction.

McMahon met with Riley, who agreed 
that the state’s hearsay exceptions needed 
to be changed. He told McMahon he should 
contact state Sen. Steve Lathrop, BSBA’79, 
JD’81, who is head of the Legislature’s 
Judiciary Committee.

McMahon was able to connect with 

Lathrop, thanks, at least in part, to 
Creighton law professor Collin Mangrum, 
JD, SJD, who taught Lathrop, and professor 
Terry Anderson, JD, LLM, who has worked 
with Lathrop at the Omaha firm Hauptman 
O’Brien Wolf & Lathrop.

Lathrop met with McMahon and agreed to 
introduce LB392 during this year’s session. 
The purpose of the bill is to “bring Nebraska 
in line with federal rules of evidence by 
allowing an eyewitness’ pretrial identification 
or nonidentification of a person, such as 
the defendant, to be raised at trial. Such 
identifications (or nonidentifications) would 

Student’s Legal Paper Turns into Nebraska Bill

be added to the state’s hearsay exceptions.” 
Mangrum and McMahon testified in front 
of the Legislature on behalf of the bill 
in May. 

McMahon and Mangrum, who has been 
advocating for the changes addressed in 
the bill for years, met with Nebraska Gov. 
Pete Ricketts on June 14 at the State Capitol 
after Ricketts signed the bill. It was a 
memorable experience for McMahon, who 
in addition to going to law school works at 
TD Ameritrade in Omaha. 

“I wore a suit, and I usually don’t wear a 
suit at work,” McMahon says, with a laugh. 
“When co-workers asked, it was like a 
punchline to some joke, ‘I have to meet with 
the governor.’”

While McMahon, who serves as the 
student articles editor for the Creighton 
Law Review, is proud to have had a hand 
in creating legislation, the bill “totally 
destroyed my paper.” With the law taking 
effect Sept. 5, the premise of the paper is 
now moot.

“I may be the first Creighton law student 
to have ever mooted his own paper,” 
McMahon says.

Balfour Scholarship
Chris McMahon received one 

of three prestigious 2018 Balfour 
scholarships from Phi Delta Phi, the 

international legal honor society, 
which he calls “a tremendous honor.” 

McMahon is president of Phi Delta Phi 
at Creighton, which is celebrating its 

100th anniversary on campus in 2019. 
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Since Sandra Murnan started working at the law 
school in 1977, she has had a number of roles. But 
at the end of June, she began her newest role — 
retirement.

“I don’t know what it’s going to be like, not coming in to work,” 
she says. “Creighton has been a part of my life for so long.”

Originally hired as a faculty secretary under Dean Steven 
Frankino, Murnan quickly shifted into admissions work. “An 
admissions person was leaving and the opportunity opened 
up,” she recalls. “I did admissions, with some registrar work, for 
more than 20 years.”

Murnan was in her latest role as the law school’s registrar 
since 1997. Her responsibilities were varied, and included such 
tasks as putting in grades for professors, processing the ranks of 
students, completing registration, managing lottery classes and 
working closely with the law school’s finance director, as well as 
with financial aid and the business office.

“I liked the people here — faculty, staff and students. I liked 
the work I did. Even though exams were very stressful, I liked 
being involved in the organization of it all and it kept me busy,” 
Murnan says.

Murnan is a native of Humphrey, Nebraska, and attended the 
Grand Island School of Business (later known as Grand Island 
College before its closure in late 1999). She and her husband, 
Jim, have three children: Jeff, Melanie and Megan. Jeff earned a 

Associate Registrar Retires

business degree from Creighton in 2009; Melanie a bachelor’s 
degree in exercise science in 2012 and a Doctor of Physical 
Therapy in 2015; and Megan started her senior year at Creighton 
this fall.

“Megan was on a study abroad program in Spain through 
Creighton this summer and we spent two weeks in Spain, 
Greece, Hungary and Austria this summer,” Murnan says.

“Other than that, I want to spend more time with my three 
granddaughters, golf and garden more, and travel with my 
husband,” she adds. — BY LISA FOSTER, BA’92

Nebraska Supreme Court at Creighton
The Nebraska Supreme Court was in session in the Gross Appellate Courtroom in the Ahmanson Law Center at the School of Law 
on March 28. Justices heard four cases followed by a Q&A session with students. The Nebraska Supreme Court has traveled annually 
to Creighton — as well as to the University of Nebraska College of Law — for more than 30 years. Chief Justice Michael Heavican says 
he always enjoys the Creighton annual event, as do his fellow justices. “We love coming to Creighton law school each year. As always, 
the interaction with students and faculty is a valuable learning experience for us,” he says. “I am also confident that it is a positive 
learning experience for the law students as well.” Pictured above from left are the Hon. Stephanie Stacy, the Hon. Lindsey Miller-
Lerman and Justice Heavican.
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Creighton’s School of Law and 
McGrath North share a long history 
well-known to anyone who’s gone 
to the school or worked at the 
Omaha firm.

It starts with the firm’s name. 
The McGrath of McGrath North is 

founding partner Ray McGrath, BA’27, JD’30. 
The North of McGrath North is Jack North, 
JD’48 — a former Creighton law professor, 
to boot. (Former law school Dean Rodney 
Shkolnick was also a named partner at one 
point in the firm’s history.) North co-founded 
McGrath North 60 years ago, and by the 

late ’70s he had established a firm of about a 
dozen attorneys. Mostly locals. High school 
in Omaha, law school at Creighton, all top 
of their class. 

“Jack took that core group of people 
and built the firm into what it is today,” 
says Roger Wells, BSBA’79, JD’81, McGrath 
North’s chairman and president. “We’ve 
continued to build on that.” 

Today at McGrath North, every five in 
seven attorneys is a Creighton law grad. One 
in three is a Creighton undergrad.  

Much of that’s due to proximity — the 
firm and the University are right down the 
road from each other. Much is owed to 
the firm’s clerk program, which remains 
a strong, steady pipeline of prospective 
employees. Many of the students who work 
as clerks become associates after law school.  

This was the path of Stacey Shadden, 
BSBA’09, JD’13, who’s been with the firm 
since interning as a clerk the summer after 
her first year of law school. 

McGrath North  
Continues the 
Connection

Bill Hargens, BSBA’79, JD’81, McGrath North executive vice president, left, and Roger Wells, BSBA’79, JD’81, 
McGrath North chairman and president, continue to support the School of Law in a variety of ways.

“Creighton’s Jesuit values become 
ingrained not only in who you are but 
in what you look for in your life after 
Creighton,” Shadden says. “McGrath North 
has the values and culture I was looking for.” 

For Shadden, the firm feels like a warm, 
comforting continuation of her Creighton 
experience. The University’s core beliefs are 
baked into McGrath North’s DNA. 

It’s interesting, Wells says, but no one’s 
ever done an accounting of Creighton and 
McGrath North’s shared values. Not until 
recently, when Wells looked at them side-
by-side. The amount of overlap was striking.  

“You look at Creighton’s mission 
statement, which says that it’s a university 
‘committed to excellence,’” Wells says. 
“Then you look at our firm’s commitments 
statement. The opening line is, ‘Our firm’s 
core guidepost is excellence, and we’re 
committed to pursuing and rewarding 
excellence each day and every day.’ 

“You look at cura personalis, which means 
respecting each person as a child of God. 
Then you look at our firm’s commitments, 
one of which is ‘We will treat our team and 
clients with genuine respect. We will work 
hard to earn the same from you.’  

“It’s really remarkable how much we 
share.” 

No one ever consciously tried to make the 
firm’s values align with the University’s. It 
just happened naturally. And the firm’s all 
the better for it, Wells says.  

As Creighton continues to shape the 
history, culture and makeup of McGrath 
North, the firm continues to support the 
University.  

McGrath North has contributed generously 
to the law school, including gifts toward a 
legal research center, an endowed chair and 
an endowed scholarship fund that provides 
two law students with 50% tuition. Many of 
the firm’s Creighton alumni have made gifts 
to the University over the years, as well.  

“We’ve always done what we can to keep 
the law school vibrant and moving forward,” 
says Bill Hargens, BSBA’79, JD’81, McGrath 
North executive vice president. “The alumni 
have remained committed to the law school. 
Because we know that without Creighton 
law school, Omaha would be a very different 
town. We’ve got to do what we can to 
preserve that.” 

Alumni who want to make a gift to the 
law school can contact Chris Bauer, BA’05, 
MS’16, senior director of development 
for the School of Law, at 402.280.3884 
or chrisbauer@creighton.edu. — BY MICAH 
MERTES

“ We’ve always done what we can to keep the law 
school vibrant and moving forward. The alumni 
have remained committed to the law school. 
Because we know that without Creighton law 
school, Omaha would be a very different town. 
We’ve got to do what we can to preserve that.”

    BILL HARGENS, BSBA’79, JD’81
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A Legal Tradition
Each year, the School of Law 
celebrates the traditional Red Mass 
at St. John’s Church on campus to 
mark the opening of the fall term of 
the judicial year. This tradition has 
been celebrated worldwide for 800 
years. Omaha Archbishop George 
Lucas presided over the Mass last 
year on Oct. 3.

Back row: 

Michael Kelly, JD, the Sen. Allen A. Sekt Endowed Chair in Law; Peter Bataillon, JD’77, judge 
of the district court, 4th judicial district; Gregory Schatz, JD’72, judge of the district court, 4th 
judicial district; Susan Larson Christensen, JD’91, Iowa Supreme Court Justice; and Robert 
Rossiter, JD’81, U.S. district judge.

Front row: 

Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts; Elizabeth Crnkovich, JD’83, judge of the Separate Juvenile Court, 
Douglas County; Sheryl Lohaus, JD’90, judge of the county court, 4th judicial district; Patrick 
Runge, JD’94, chief judge of the Winnebago Tribal Court and the Ponca Tribal Court; Francie 
Riedmann-Wies, JD’93, judge of the court of appeals, 3rd judicial district; Omaha Archbishop 
George Lucas; Michael Nelson, JD’91, U.S. magistrate judge; Stefanie Martinez, judge of 
the 2nd judicial district; Jeff Marcuzzo, JD’83, judge of the county court, 4th judicial district; 
Matthew Morrissey, JD’04, Nebraska immigration court judge; Horacio Wheelock, JD’02,  
judge of the district court, 4th judicial district; and Hannah Clark, MFA’19, holding the Saint 
John’s Bible.

During the first year of the Poverty Law/Pro Bono Program, made possible by a gift from 
the Heaney Family Fund, 79 Creighton School of Law students of all classes completed 
nearly 940 hours of service with community partners in Omaha and throughout Nebraska. 
Community partners included Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA), Legal Aid of 
Nebraska and the Women’s Center for Advancement, among others. 

“I have been inspired and humbled by the amazing work of our pro bono students, 
supervising attorneys and other community partners,” Katelyn Cherney, JD, BA’08, Poverty 
Law/Pro Bono Program director, says.

In May, 12 School of Law graduates were honored for their service by the Nebraska Supreme 
Court and the Nebraska State Bar Association for “improving access to justice through 
contributions to law-related pro bono service as a student.” 

“For people of limited financial means, access to an attorney can be the difference between 
housing and homelessness, suffering from domestic violence or finding safety, languishing in 
prison or reuniting with your community,” Cherney says. 

The Poverty Law/Pro Bono Program looks to expand this academic year through increased 
student participation and additional pro bono partnerships with law firms and private 
attorneys.

79
Law school students 

completed

940
hours of service with 
partners including:

Court Appointed 
Special Advocates 

(CASA)
Legal Aid of Nebraska

Women’s Center for 
Advancement
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Pro Bono 
Program 
Update
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If Patrick Wier, JD’19, MSCNR’19, had followed the 
path he intended for himself at age 18, he would have 
attended school in South Dakota and joined the rodeo.

But a friendly challenge between brothers changed his course from 
that of cowboy to one culminating in a career as an attorney, albeit 
one who wears western boots and a hat with his suit.

One summer when Wier was in high school, he went to an Omaha 
Golden Spikes (now Omaha Storm Chasers) baseball game with his 
older brother and father, where the trio met with then-U.S. Rep. Lee 
Terry. Wier’s father, who served in the Air Force and was stationed 
locally at Offutt Air Force Base, knew Terry well.

“Rep. Terry asked me what my life goals were, and I said, ‘Go to 
South Dakota, play football, ride horses,” Wier says. Terry then asked 
if Wier was going to go into the military and apply to an academy, to 
which Wier replied no.

“He said, ‘I really think you should. I see the applications that come 
across my desk, and I think that you would be highly competitive.’ I 
told him, ‘All right, I’ll think about it.’”

On the way back to the car, Wier’s brother nudged him claiming 
that he probably had not been fully transparent with Terry, because 
he believed Patrick had no intention of applying to an academy.

“My older brother then says, ‘Well, that’s probably best because 

you couldn’t make it there anyway.’” So, Wier decided to defy these 
doubts and apply for the Naval Academy.

Wier was accepted, and after talking with friends and family he 
realized the opportunities a degree from the Naval Academy would 
grant him, so he made his way to Annapolis.

“I understood what the military lifestyle was, so it wasn’t 
something I was going to be completely surprised by,” Wier says. His 
mother also believed Patrick wouldn’t know what to do with himself 
if he went to college without structure. “She was right.”

After graduating, he served in the Navy at a few different locales 
before making his way to the Joint Interagency Task Force South 
in Key West, Florida. There, he worked in counternarcotics with 
Central American and South American partners to combat drug 
flow into the U.S., focusing on traffic through the Caribbean Sea and 
Pacific Ocean, as well as Mexico.

“We spent a lot of time dealing with international treaties and 
working a lot with these other organizations,” Wier says. “I spent a 
lot of time working with a lawyer. That’s kind of where I decided law 
meant something to me.”

At this point in his life, Wier was married with two kids. His oldest 
daughter had already been to four different schools. Seeking stability, 
Wier looked for ways to stay in the Navy and stay in one place. He 
applied to the Navy’s law education program, along with law schools 
within driving distance from family. Though he did not get into the 
Naval program, he was accepted at Creighton and remains in the 
Navy Reserve.

“I decided that Creighton’s Jesuit mission and Catholic values 
made the most sense for where we wanted the family to be,” 
Wier says.

Wier’s family influence into starting his career continued 
throughout his time at Creighton where it was the driving force to 
his success.

In his time at Creighton, Wier was Student Bar Association 
president and in that capacity served as a member of the dean 
search committee and worked with the Title IX committee, all while 
ensuring the student voice was heard on campus.

“I think that’s part of Creighton’s mission of men and women for 
and with others. If you have the ability or talent that God’s given you, 
your duty is to show people,” Wier says. “I saw that in my ability to 
lead and represent people. Going into the law profession, where you 
represent people all the time, why not start now, representing the 
interests of my classmates?”

He also worked with other law students to bring back the Military 
Law Society, a group where he could share his experience with other 
veterans.

Wier is starting his career as an associate in the litigation 
department of Lamson Dugan & Murray LLP, a civil litigation firm 
in Omaha. 

As a dual-degree earner in both law and negotiation and conflict 
resolution, Wier is well-equipped to be a litigator in a world in which 
the majority of cases are settled before going to trial.

“Additionally, with my military background, I have seen firsthand 
the most devastating effects of failed negotiations or the inability to 
have difficult conversations, so this dual degree broadens my ability 
to constructively engage conflict situations,” Wier says.

With his military background and leadership roles, Wier is set to 
succeed as an attorney. “I’m able to look at a problem differently than 
some people do and explain it a bit differently. It’s important to me 
to give back some of those skills.” — BY EMILY RUST

Spurred On
A brother’s challenge eventually leads to 
law degree for this cowboy-at-heart
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Veterans, students whose parents were military 
personnel, and those interested in the U.S. armed 
forces are finding a new home within the School of 
Law through the Military Law Society. The student 
organization was revitalized this year by a group of law 
students who share similar military experiences.

The Military Law Society comprises students in all years of law 
school. They might have grown up in a military family, or served 
themselves, or simply are supporters of the military. Together, the 
organization sponsors both professional and social activities.

“Law school is a demanding place. It’s important to attach to 
something and get involved,” Eric Hagen, a second-year law student 
and current president of the organization, says. “You’re working and 
improving on your education, but also doing it among friends.”

With fewer people serving in the military today, the organization 
hopes to create awareness of what the military does. It is also a way 
for future attorneys to make informed decisions in their careers 
surrounding issues involving the military.

“There’s a growing gap between people who have served and 
people who haven’t,” adjunct faculty member and organization 
sponsor Mick Wagoner, JD’96, says. “(Many civilians) might not 
know the sacrifice that it takes. Politicians may become more 
cavalier about using the military. Usually the people who don’t 
want to go to war the most are those in the military, because they 
know how dangerous and how bad it is.”

Along with hosting mixers with area military attorneys, the 
group also hosted U.S. Rep. Don Bacon of Nebraska as a guest 
speaker.

“That was a really fun event. He shared his military experience 
and how that’s helped him with his legal-related profession, and 
being a congressman,” Patrick Wier, JD’19, MSCNR’19, former 
president of the organization, says.

A major initiative for the organization is its pro bono work with 
the Veterans Legal Support Network, a local nonprofit that assists 
veterans with discharge upgrades.

For individuals discharged from the military with something 
other than an honorable discharge, the Veterans Legal Support 
Network looks at their service records and determines if the 
discharge authority should have granted something higher. 

“That really matters to veterans because depending on the 
characterization of your service, when you 
separate, that determines what type of 
health care, education benefits, even the 
ability to get a job. All of those benefits are 
determined based on what that form says,” 
Wier says.

The Veterans Legal Support Network was 
founded by Wagoner, who says it’s his way 
to give back, something he learned through 
the charism of magis (or “for the greater 
good”) during his Jesuit education.

“There’s a lot of pro bono opportunities in the law school, 
but what I think is unique about ours is that the students are 
responsible for contacting and interviewing the clients directly,” 
Hagen says. “They build the appeals package and prepare it for the 
appellate authority in the Department of Defense.”

The Military Law Society plans to continue its pro bono work 
this academic year, as well as host events and spread awareness of 
the armed forces.

“I’m an American. I’m a civilian now just like everybody else,” 
Wagoner says. “Your military is your neighbor, friend, cousin. We 
just need to know about each other.”— BY EMILY RUST

U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Clarence Thomas visited the 
School of Law during the 
2019 spring semester. Justice 
Thomas co-taught a Supreme 
Court class with law professor 
Michael Fenner, who recently 
retired from the law school 
faculty after 47 years. Students 
take part in this special class via 
a lottery system.

Justice Thomas 
Visits Creighton

Military Law Society Finds  
New Life in School of Law

Wagoner
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Amber Schlote became a police 
officer because she wanted to 
help people.

“I was so intrigued by it,” Schlote 
says of the world of law enforcement. 
“You’re helping people who can’t help 
themselves. I thought I could give back 
and make things better for somebody.”

After serving in law enforcement 
for more than a decade, Schlote is 
now earning her law degree through 
Creighton’s two-year accelerated juris 
doctor program for the same reasons. 

Schlote spent almost 12 years with 
the Omaha Police Department and 
was involved in the state’s first human 
trafficking cases. She became a tireless 
advocate for trafficking victims and 
survivors, a familiar face guiding them 
through the criminal justice process. 
She hopes that with a law degree from 
Creighton she can continue to help 
women, men and children who have 
been sexually assaulted or trafficked.

Schlote grew up in western Iowa. A 
vocal music scholarship drew her to 
Dana College in Blair, Nebraska, but she 
eventually transferred to the University 
of Nebraska Omaha with the goal of 
attending law school. But before she 
was firmly on that path, Schlote wanted 
to first see the system from all sides. So, 
she decided to do an internship with 
the Omaha Police Department.

“I loved it,” Schlote says of that 
experience. “I fell in love with it. I got 
to shadow homicide detectives … and 

work alongside the crime lab technicians. 
It was so interesting to me.”

She was so taken with the experience that 
she took the test to become a police officer 
and joined the force in October 2004.

“You name it, I’ve probably seen it,” 
Schlote says of her three years as a uni-
formed patrol officer, primarily working 
the 3-11 p.m. shift. She then spent a year as 
an investigator in the property crimes unit 
before transferring to the Child Victim/
Sexual Assault unit, an experience she 
found incredibly rewarding.

“Crimes against children are so worth 
working,” she says. “At the end of the day, I 
didn’t care that much about a stolen lawn 
mower. But working with and helping 
child victims was very satisfying.” 

During this time, Schlote first learned 
about human trafficking. She was assigned 
to a case involving a teenage girl who re-
ported she had been trafficked in Omaha.

“At the time, we didn’t know anything 
about human trafficking,” she says. “As far 
as we knew, that stuff didn’t happen here 
(in Omaha). We focused on gangs, but not 
human trafficking.”

When she first read through the file, her 
first instinct was to be dismissive — it was 
merely a young girl trying to get out of 
trouble for stealing a car. But when the vic-
tim was sent to juvenile detention, an FBI 

agent contacted Schlote and told her the 
case was more than meets the eye — and 
asked her to interview the teenaged victim 
as soon as possible.

“I did, and her story was unbelievable. It 
was horrific. She was only 15 at the time.”

Seeing the case through to the arrest 
and conviction of several sex buyers and 
traffickers, and the reaction to the case in 
the Omaha area, inspired Schlote to learn as 
much as she could about the issue of human 
trafficking. She was trained by the FBI and 
transferred to the Special Operations/Vice 
unit. Schlote challenged the unit to change 
how they investigated prostitution. (For 
example, don’t assume women are doing 
this “because they want to.”) And merely by 
changing the questions investigators were 
asking survivors, the whole thing “blew up,” 
Schlote says. “We had more work than we 
knew what to do with.” 

The work was tough, including the 
harsh reality that despite her best efforts 
and the efforts of her team, many victims 
would return to a bad situation or be revic-
timized by another pimp or trafficker. But 
there were definite bright spots: an abuser 
put in jail, a survivor getting a new start. 
She still keeps in touch with some of the 
women; one survivor recently sent Schlote 
photos of her first baby.

With her newfound knowledge, Schlote 

Badge  
of Honor
Creighton law student looks to 
expand on her background as 
a police officer to help those 
in need, especially victims of 
human trafficking
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Kendra Fershée  
Joins Law Faculty
Kendra Fershée, former professor at 
the West Virginia University College of 
Law and 2018 congressional candidate, 
began teaching as a professor in the 
Creighton University School of Law 
this fall.

Fershée, who is 
married to the new 
law school dean, 
Joshua Fershée, 
will teach courses 
in family law 
and professional 
responsibility. Her 
scholarship has 
focused on family law, particularly Title 
IX and its applications to pregnant and 
parenting teenagers.

In 2018, Fershée ran for a seat in West 
Virginia’s 1st Congressional District. 
Her grassroots campaign spanned 20 
counties across north-central West 
Virginia. She is the only woman to have 
ever won a primary in the district.

Fershée was drawn to law, she says, 
from an initial interest in politics. “The 
policy work I did, and the political 
work I did, was really from a justice 
perspective,” she says. “I was really 
focused on individual liberties, and that 
was a really nice segue into the law.

BLSA Hosts Community  
and Government Panel
The School of Law and the Black Law 
Students Association (BLSA) hosted 
a panel titled “Advancing Community 
Issues Through Government Service” 
with city, county and state officials 
who discussed the challenges and 
opportunities that elected African 
American officials face. 

The panel included Chris Rodgers, 
BA’92, MBA’99, a Douglas County 
(Nebraska) commissioner and director 
of community and government relations 
at Creighton; Benjamin Gray of the 
Omaha City Council; and state Sen. 
Justin Wayne, BSBA’03, JD’05, of the 
Nebraska State Legislature. Law student 
Jamel Walker, who is president of BLSA, 
moderated the event held in March.
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kept thinking back to her experiences as a 
uniformed patrol officer, and how unpre-
pared she was to address situations that 
may have been human trafficking. 

“It takes education,” Schlote says. “I admit 
that when I started this journey, I was like, 
‘Nope, this is not happening here.’ Obvious-
ly, I learned differently. But not only were 
we working cases where we were fighting 
against traffickers and buyers who were do-
ing horrible things and victimizing vulnera-
ble women, men and children, but we were 
also having to fight the administration. 

“I can remember my lieutenant pulling 
me in at the start of a new case and saying, 
‘Don’t make this a human trafficking case,’” 
she recalls.

Schlote says she has seen the pushback 
she encountered in the early days diminish 
and hopes it will completely disappear as 
new generations join the force.  

“The hope and goal is that newer 
generations come in and are not just 
educated on human trafficking, but are 
also trauma informed,” Schlote says. “It 
can’t be that you walk out there with a 
badge and gun and assume you’re prepared 
to assist victims and survivors. You have to 

recognize trauma and work with it in a way 
that doesn’t retraumatize the victim.”

Schlote and some of her fellow vice offi-
cers were part of an FBI task force formed 
to tackle human trafficking and the com-
mercial sexual exploitation of children. She 
was deputized as an FBI task force officer, 
which allowed her to work trafficking cases 
across the country.  

After leaving the police department, 
Schlote worked with the Nebraska Attor-
ney General’s Office to build a statewide 
task force that focused on educating law 
enforcement and service providers across 
Nebraska on how to investigate human 
trafficking and provide ongoing services 
to victims and survivors throughout the 
state, not just in the Omaha metro area. 

She worked closely with Creighton law 
alumnus Stephen Patrick O’Meara, 
JD’73, a former assistant United States 
attorney, who inspired her to work 
toward her law degree.

Schlote will graduate in May 2020 
with her law degree from Creighton. 
The accelerated JD program allows 
students to complete their degree re-
quirements in two years rather than the 
standard three. And while the intense 
academic schedule of the program can 
be stressful at times, Schlote says there’s 
no other way she’d want her law school 
experience to be. She says it’s especially 
nice to get it finished in two years, so 
it’s less time away from her husband 
and two daughters. 

With her law degree, Schlote plans 
to work in criminal law, ideally as a 
prosecutor. She sees police officers and 
prosecutors as having the same main 
responsibilities — “to find the truth and 
holistically serve the public.”

And she’s optimistic about the future, 
from the shift she’s seen in how law 
enforcement and the public are more 
aware of human trafficking. She likens 

it to the public discourse around do-
mestic violence in the 1970s.

“I think in the next decade, we’ll see 
people become aware of and recog-
nize the signs and red flags of human 
trafficking that people wouldn’t have 
acknowledged 15 years prior,” she says. 
“I think we have a responsibility to pro-
vide that knowledge, especially when 
we live in a community where there 
are great resources available to assist 
victims and survivors.” — BY AMANDA 
BRANDT, BA’14

“ I think in the next decade, we’ll see people 
become aware of and recognize the signs and 
red flags of human trafficking that people 
wouldn’t have acknowledged 15 years prior.”

    AMBER SCHLOTE

To reach the National Human Trafficking 
Resource Center Hotline, call 888.373.7888 
or text HELP to BEFREE (233733). 



Patrick Borchers, professor 
and holder of the Lillis Family 
Professorship in Law, and the 
director of planning, budget 
and assessment in the law 
school’s senior administration, 
published the sixth edition of 

his co-authored 1,400-page treatise on Conflict 
of Laws. The treatise is widely regarded as the 
leading American work on the subject. Borchers 
also published articles in the Florida Law Review 
Forum and the American University Law Review. 
He is also acting as a consultant on international 
law issues in the Ethiopian Airlines crash of 
March 10, 2019.

Kelly Dineen, assistant 
professor and director of the 
health law program, published 
“A Taxonomy of Inappropriate 
Prescribing to Shape Effective 
Opioid Policy and Reduce 
Patient Harm” in the University 

of Kansas Law Review in 2019.
 Over the last year, she has presented her 
work at the University of Kansas, the University 
of Utah, American University, the American Bar 
Association, the annual Health Law Professors 
Conference, the Iowa Judicial Branch, the St. Louis 
Health Law Association, Mercy Health Systems in 
Cincinnati and Great Plains Health Care. 
 Dineen has also presented at numerous 
University events by invitation, including, but 
not limited to, Opioid Crisis: Day of Action, 
the Physician Leadership Program, the 18th 
Annual Pain Conference and the 2018 Reunion 
Weekend. Dineen also presented at the 2019 
Creighton Law Review Symposium and TePoel 
Lecture, which she designed and focused on the 
law and policy of health inequities. 
 Dineen’s work on pain and opioid policy led 
to her invitation to several prestigious national 
and international working groups on policy 
and research priority-setting, including with 
the American Health Lawyers Association, the 
American Bar Association and the University 
of Toronto. Dineen serves nationally for the 
American Bar Association and the American 
Society for Bioethics and Humanities and holds 
numerous University-wide and school committee 
positions.

G. Michael Fenner, professor 
emeritus, is the co-author of 
an amicus brief in a death-
sentence case pending in the 
Supreme Court of Nebraska. 
The case is State v. Mata. 
    Subsequent to Raymond 

Mata’s conviction and the imposition of his death 
sentence, the state of Nebraska, by statute, 
repealed the death sentence. (A second statute 
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Faculty: Beyond the Classr 
has reinstated the death sentence, but that is 
irrelevant to the issue in this amicus brief.) The 
state argues that applying the repeal of the 
death sentence to persons sentenced to death 
before the repeal statute took effect violates the 
state constitution — a violation of separation of 
powers. 
 Fenner, along with a law professor from 
Quinnipiac University School of Law, co-authored 
the amicus brief, which argues that the part of the 
statute applying the repeal of death sentences 
already imposed does not violate the state 
constitution.

Irina Fox, associate professor, 
published “Protecting All 
Corporate Stakeholders: 
Fraudulent Transfer Law 
as a Check on Corporate 
Distributions” in the Delaware 
Journal of Corporate Law. 

Additionally, Norton Journal of Bankruptcy Law 
and Practice recently requested Fox to provide 
an in-depth examination of fraudulent transfer 
avoidance in bankruptcy.

Victoria Haneman, associate 
professor and the Frank J. 
Kellegher Professor of Trusts & 
Estates, published two works, 
“Retrenchment, Temporary-
Effect Legislation, and the 
Home Mortgage Interest 

Deduction” in the Oklahoma Law Review and 
“Contemplating Homeownership Tax Subsidies 
and Structural Racism” in the Wake Forest Law 
Review.  
 Haneman was asked and has agreed to 
serve on the board of directors (through 2021) 
of ClassCrits, which serves as a network for 
critical analysis of law and economic inequality. 
Haneman also served as secretary on the Idaho 
State Bar, Business and Corporate Law Section’s 
revision of the Idaho Business Corporation Act 
— drafting the comments that accompany each 
section of the revised statute.  
 Haneman moderated two panels: “Open 
Government and Transparency in a Digital Era” 
at the Southeastern Association of Law Schools 
Conference and “Inequities and Discrimination 
Based on Gender Identity, Sexual Orientation, 
Race and Disability Status” at the annual 
Creighton Law Review Symposium and TePoel 
Lecture in March.  
 Haneman presented on will execution 
formalities and emerging issues at the Robert M. 
Spire American Inn of Court Monthly Meeting. 
She was an invited attendee at the Critical Tax 
Conference at Pepperdine University School 
of Law, where she presented “Contemplating 
Homeownership Tax Subsidies and Structural 
Racism.”  

 Haneman was invited to present a work-in-
progress paper titled “Taxing Rich Dead People, 
Intergenerational Equity, and Student Loan 
Debt” at the Symposium on Financial Inclusion 
and Access to Credit at Durham University in May 
2019, and also presented the paper a few days 
later at the Law and Society Association 2019 
Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C.
 She was solicited for comment and quoted by 
Law360 with regard to the $175 billion budget 
passed by New York state lawmakers in April 
2019 in a piece titled “NY Pols Pass Budget with 
Congestion Pricing, ‘Mansion Tax.’”  

Michael Kelly, professor 
and the Sen. Allen A. Sekt 
Endowed Chair in Law, traveled 
to Thessaloniki, Greece, in 
May 2019 at the invitation 
of the philosophy faculty at 
Aristotle University to deliver a 

paper titled “Genocide of Christian Populations 
in the Collapsing Ottoman Empire” as part of 
the university’s opening of the new Black Sea 
Archives for the Chair of Pontic Studies. 
 In September 2018, he joined co-editors and 
College of Arts and Sciences faculty members 
Erika Moreno, PhD, and Richard Witmer, PhD, 
in Washington, D.C., at the annual meeting of 
the American Political Science Association for a 
book launch of their new volume, The Cuba-U.S. 
Bilateral Relationship: New Pathways and Policy 
Choices (Oxford University Press, 2019), and 
he delivered a paper at Case Western Reserve 
University School of Law on United Nations 
Security Council Reform for the 21st Century. 
 Kelly also traveled to Rome to present 
a lecture at the Congress of L’Association 
Internationale de Droit Pénal (ADIP) on the 
prosecution of multinational corporations for 
genocide. Presenters were granted a private 
audience with Pope Francis at the Vatican.
 

Carol Knoepfler, assistant 
professor and director of legal 
writing, taught a mock law 
school class for Creighton’s pre-
law students. In February 2019, 
she presented on animal law 
to Mercy High School seniors 

in Omaha who are exploring the possibility of 
attending Creighton. On May 30, 2019, Knoepfler 
presented “Ethics in Legal Writing” as part of 
the Nebraska State Bar Association’s “Two Legal 
Ethical Issues in Two Hours.” 
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Raneta Lawson Mack, 
professor and holder of the 
Skinner Family Professorship of 
Law, is the author of “Of Docks 
and Shackles: A Comparative 
Examination of Courtroom 
Control and the Rights of the 

Accused” in the Wake Forest Journal of Law and 
Policy (Spring 2019).
  She also penned “These Words May Not Mean 
What You Think They Mean: Toward a Modern 
Understanding of Children and Miranda Waivers” 
in Search & Seizure Law Report, a publication 
widely circulated among prosecutors, public 
defenders, private defense counsel and criminal 
magistrates (Summer 2019). This article is an 
abridged version of an earlier publication in the 
Boston University Public Interest Law Journal.
                               

R. Collin Mangrum, professor 
and holder of the A.A. & Ethel 
Yossem Endowed Chair in Legal 
Ethics, provided lectures on 
evidence at a variety of places, 
including the El Paso County 
Attorney’s Office, the Utah 

State Bar, the Nebraska Criminal Defense Bar, 
the Nebraska State Bar and Liberty Law School’s 
Health Law Symposium.
 Mangrum published new editions of Mangrum 
on Nebraska Evidence (2019) and Mangrum and 
Benson on Utah Evidence (2018-2019), published 
by Thomson West. He also has two articles 
pending publication, “Evidence-Based Medicine 
in Expert Testimony” in the 2019 Liberty Law 
Review and “Critically Appraising Scientific 
Literature under Daubert and Evidence-Based 
Medicine” in the 2019 Creighton Law Review.

Edward Morse, professor and 
holder of the McGrath North 
Mullin and Kratz Endowed 
Chair in Business Law, has been 
active in publishing, speaking 
and service. Following the 
publication of his edited work, 

Electronic Payment Systems: Law and Emerging 
Technologies (American Bar Association, 2018), 
he presented on payment topics at the national 
meeting of the Conference of State Bank 
Supervisors and produced a webinar for graduate 
students at the University of World Economy and 
Diplomacy in Tashkent, Uzbekistan.  
 Morse’s article “From Rai Stones to Block-
chains” was published in the Computer Law and 
Security Review in the United Kingdom. He pre-
sented his 13th annual lecture at the Great Plains 
Tax Institute, where his materials are widely 
distributed among tax practitioners. He contin-
ues as a research fellow at Creighton’s Institute 
for Economic Inquiry, where he participated in a 
panel discussion on immigration.  

 Morse remains engaged in the international 
arena, including hosting visitors from Japan, 
Central Asia and China. He is also a committee 
officer for the Cyberspace Law Committee,  
where he has been responsible for CLE 
programming at American Bar Association 
meetings nationwide. He serves on the board 
of the Thomas More Society, a national public 
interest law firm, and this past year he was 
appointed by Omaha Archbishop George Lucas 
to serve on the board of the Father Flanagan 
League Society of Devotion, which is pursuing 
the cause of sainthood for the Rev. Edward 
Flanagan, founder of what is known today as 
Boys Town.
 

Stephen Sieberson, professor, 
participated in the Creighton 
Global Engagement Office’s 
Faculty Exchange Program last 
fall. He taught “The American 
Legal System: The Common 
Law in the United States and 

the Common Law Method of Case Adjudication” 
during select dates in October at Universidad 
Católica del Uruguay (Catholic University of 
Uruguay Montevideo Campus).

Larry Teply, professor, 
continued to coach the law 
school’s arbitration, negotiation 
and client counseling teams. 
He also served as interim 
director of the Werner Institute.  
Teply was an invited speaker at 

American University’s Annual Coaches Clinic for 
mock trial, moot court and alternative dispute 
resolution competition teams. He also was 
an invited speaker at the Annual Global Skills 
Conference in Melbourne, Australia.   
 Teply authored the modules on negotiations 
and legal interviews in The Legal English Course 
Book: Professional Legal English and Practical 
Skills (2018). He continues to serve as the U.S. 
National Representative for the Brown-Mosten 
International Client Consultation Competition 
and as chair of the International Negotiation 
Competition for Law Students, and he authored 
problems for those competitions. 

Sean Watts, professor and the 
James L. Koley ’54 Professor of 
Constitutional Law, retired from 
the United States Army after 25 
years of combined active-duty 
and reserve service. He served 
as a visiting research analyst and 

visiting professor at the United States Military 
Academy at West Point and Army Cyber Institute. 
He also continued his service as a senior fellow 
with the NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre 
of Excellence and the United States Military 

Academy Lieber Institute on the Law of Land 
Warfare. 
 Watts published an article addressing the 
law of war during conditions of siege titled 
“Humanitarian Logic and the Law of Siege” in 
International Law Studies, a peer-edited and 
reviewed journal of the United States Naval War 
College established in 1895. 
 Among other work, he traveled as part of a 
U.S. government delegation to Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, to consult with the Argentine Ministry 
of Defense on international law issues related 
to cyber operations. Watts delivered five days of 
lectures on international law to representatives 
from 15 Asian nations at the Asia-Pacific Centre 
for Military Law in Sydney. 
 Watts conducted five days of lectures and 
exercises to legal advisors from NATO states at 
the NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre 
of Excellence (CCDCOE) in Tallinn, Estonia. 
He traveled twice to Israel to participate in 
academic exchanges, visiting Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, 
Ramallah, the Golan Heights, and the Gaza 
and Lebanese borders to meet with Israeli and 
Palestinian government officials. 
 He was a panelist at the annual United 
States Cyber Command Legal Conference in 
Washington, D.C. Watts also participated in a 
workshop on law of war precautions in attack at 
the United States Army JAG School, sponsored 
by Emory Law School and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. And he traveled 
to Tallinn, Estonia, again to moderate a panel 
on attribution of cyber operations at the annual 
CyCon event, hosted by the CCDCOE.

David Weber, professor, 
published “Legal Structures in 
a Game of Thrones: The Laws of 
the First Men and Those That 
Followed” in the South Carolina 
Law Review. In connection with 
that piece, he was featured by 

the National Law Journal and Time magazine 
during the final season of the series. 
 Weber also presented on immigration 
trends in Nebraska to a statewide cohort in the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln LEAD program. 
He moderated a panel titled “Immigration and 
Refugee Status: Country of Origin Inequities” 
hosted by the Creighton Law Review. 
 Weber participated on a panel discussion 
for the Japanese American Society Day of 
Remembrance. He participated on a panel 
discussing the benefits and challenges of 
immigration at Creighton’s Heider College of 
Business. Weber also presented on the issue 
of temporary protected status (TPS) and the 
phasing out of certain TPS designations during 
the TPS Caravan in fall 2018.
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G. Michael Fenner, JD, Creighton’s 
first James L. Koley ’54 Endowed 
Professor of Constitutional 
Law (bestowed upon him in 
2001), taught his last class on 
April 26, 2019. On July 1, he 
officially assumed the title of 
professor emeritus. During his 
47-year tenure, he worked under 
eight deans.

Over the years, Fenner has taught 
Constitutional Law I and II, Evidence, First 
Amendment Freedom of Speech, Trial 
Advocacy and Supreme Court Seminar 
with Clarence Thomas, senior associate 
justice on the U.S. Supreme Court. Fenner 
is friends with Thomas and his wife, 
Virginia “Ginni” Lamp Thomas, BA’79, 
JD’83, a former student of Fenner. Justice 
Thomas has been coming biannually to 
Creighton for more than 20 years.

Fenner, 75, came to the Creighton 
School of Law in 1972 as a 28-year-old 
assistant professor with three years of 
experience as a trial attorney with the 

Honors Law Graduate Program at the 
United States Department of Justice in 
Washington, D.C. 

“The job in D.C. was just great — I 
was just a couple years out of law school 
defending major presidential programs at 
the DOJ. And D.C. is where Anne and I had 
our first child,” Fenner recalls. 

“When Hilary was born, we were living 
on the D.C. line. There was no Metro then, 
and it took forever to get in to work if you 
didn’t live close — that commute was time 
away from our new daughter. So we moved 
into Georgetown and there learned that we 
did not know how to raise a child, and do it 
well, in an apartment in a large city.”

“Anne and I talked about what 
we wanted to do. Anne’s skills were 
marketable anywhere. (She holds a master’s 
degree in teaching from Northwestern 
University, and currently owns an image 
consulting business.) Together, we figured 
out that my passion was being in school, 
and we found a way that I could stay in 
school for the rest of my career,” Fenner 
continues. “And neither of us has ever 
regretted that decision.”

Omaha and Creighton were attractive 
for two key reasons.

Then-Dean Steven Frankino had a plan 
to rebuild Creighton’s law school. Before 
his deanship (1971-1977), most law classes 
were taught by practicing attorneys. 

“They’d come in, teach class and go 
back to their law offices,” Fenner says. 
“Frankino was going to transform it into a 
full-time faculty. He gave faculty a choice 
— join the full-time faculty or continue 
to practice law. Most of them just went 
back downtown. Thankfully, one who left 
private practice and stayed with the law 
school was (future dean) Rod Shkolnick.” 

During Frankino’s deanship, Creighton 
was also building the Ahmanson Law 
Center, which was completed in 1974. 

“They were building a brand-new 
building, they were building a brand-new 
faculty, there were four or five of us hired 
that same year and another four or five 
hired the next year,” Fenner says. “It really 
looked like a terrific opportunity.”

Another attraction was Omaha itself. It 
provided the Fenners the opportunity to 
be close enough to family to be involved in 

A Beloved 
Professor Retires

By Lisa Foster, BA’92

ILLUSTRATION BY ZACH MEYER
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each other’s lives, while still maintaining 
some independence. Fenner is a native 
of St. Joseph, Missouri, and his wife hails 
from suburban Kansas City.

“We really liked it here in Omaha 
and we really liked Creighton. This 
was a faculty that really got along — 
conservatives and liberals, atheists and 
Catholics — and each morning we were 
happy to see each other,” Fenner says. 
“Anne and I made great friends, and it 
turned out to be a great place to raise 
our kids.”

In addition to daughter Hilary, the 
Fenners also have a son, Ben. The siblings 
are three years apart in age and both 
— like their father — went on to earn 
law degrees. Hilary is general counsel at 
Patagonia in Ventura, California, while 
Ben specializes in federal Indian law as an 
attorney at Fredericks Peebles & Patterson 
LLP in their Washington, D.C., office.

While Fenner is happy he influenced 
the career paths of his children, he may 
also have done the same for his two 
younger brothers. His youngest brother 
was head legal counsel for a federal 

agency and his other brother is a federal 
judge with senior status in Missouri.

“I’m the first one in the family who 
went to law school,” Fenner says. His 
father was a milkman, but “he encouraged 
us not to get into the family business. 
When I got out of college, I didn’t quite 
know what I wanted to do. But (because 
the Vietnam War was going on) I only saw 
two choices — keep going to school or get 
drafted.

“It turns out that I got called up for the 
draft after my third year of law school, but 
I failed the physical. I was 4F,” Fenner says. 
The 4F classification meant that one was 
determined by the military to be physically 
unfit to serve in the Armed Forces.

Fenner’s final semester of law school in 
1969 at the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City School of Law was a whirlwind in 
more ways than one.

“In a two-month period, I took my law 
school final exams, graduated from law 
school, took the bar exam, got called up 
for the draft physical, got married and 
moved to Washington, D.C., to start my 
first job as a lawyer,” Fenner says.

G. Michael Fenner Scholarship
Creighton University held its second 
annual Giving Day on April 10. The  
24-hour fundraising event offers alumni, 
students, faculty, staff and friends an 
opportunity to support areas of campus 
that are most meaningful to them. A new 
area of support in the law school this past 
spring included the G. Michael Fenner 
Scholarship. It is named for retiring 
professor Mike Fenner, who joined the 
School of Law faculty in 1972. Fenner 
previously served as the president of the 
Nebraska State Bar Association and as 
a trial attorney in the Attorney General’s 
Honor Program with the U.S. Department 
of Justice. 

For more information or to contribute 
to the Fenner Scholarship Fund, please 
contact Chris Bauer, BA’05, MS’16, senior 
director of development for the School 
of Law, at chrisbauer@creighton.edu or 
402.280.3884. 
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In the summer of 2020, the Fenners 
— who met on a blind date in November 
1968 — will celebrate their 50th wedding 
anniversary and are planning a trip to Italy 
with their two children, their spouses and 
four grandchildren.

Fenner says a complete retirement is 
not in the cards. He will have an office 
at McGill, Gotsdiner, Workman & Lepp 
PC LLO, where he has been of counsel 
since 1975.

“Lunch with Fenner,” an annual Omaha 
Bar Association (OBA) tradition, is also 
on the books for 2020. “I see no reason 
to stop. I get to set the topic and this is 
something I enjoy,” he says.

The OBA honored Fenner at its annual 
May Day luncheon with the Robert 
M. Spire Public Service Award. He has 
received similar awards from the United 
States Department of Justice, the Nebraska 
Bar Foundation, the Nebraska chapter of 
the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
and a number of other organizations. 

While at Creighton, Fenner has written 

“ The best part of my 
job has always been 
the students. I love 
having a first-year 
class and getting to 
know the first-year 
students right off the 
bat. I love helping them 
get the right job while 
in school and upon 
graduation. Many of 
my former students 
have become close 
friends.”

    G. MICHAEL FENNER, JD

or co-written briefs in the United States 
Supreme Court, various federal courts of 
appeals and district courts, the Nebraska 
Supreme Court and Douglas County 
District Court — and argued in each court 
except for the U.S. Supreme Court. He 
cites as his most important contribution to 
Nebraska law his work on the creation of, 
and annual updates to, the second edition 
of the Nebraska Pattern Jury Instructions for 
Civil Cases.

Students — as well as walking up and 
down faculty row and talking to colleagues 
— will be what Fenner misses the most.

“The best part of my job has always been 
the students. I love having a first-year class 
and getting to know the first-year students 
right off the bat. I love helping them get 
the right job while in school and upon 
graduation. Many of my former students 
have become close friends,” he says.

For a look at what former faculty 
colleagues, business associates, former 
students, friends and family have to say 
about Fenner, see Pages 18 and 19.
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I don’t know when I first met Mike Fenner, but I came to know 
him well after I became the chief justice here in Nebraska. Mike 
has served the Nebraska Supreme Court for years as the court’s 
reporter for pattern civil jury instructions. But I am personally 
more appreciative of Mike for his service with the Nebraska 
State Bar Association. He served as president of the NSBA for 
the 2014 term. No NSBA president has had a more tumultuous 
or important term as president. The year of Mike’s service 
was the year immediately succeeding the Nebraska Supreme 
Court’s opinion which mandated professional participation for 
only certain regulatory bar functions. Other participation, such 
as lobbying, was deemed to be voluntary. I knew that Mike 
would be a steady, rational, even-keeled leader for the bar 
during that transitional year. And indeed, Mike fulfilled all of my 
expectations as bar president.

— The Hon. Michael G. Heavican, Chief Justice, Nebraska Supreme Court

Since my arrival at Creighton in 1974, 
I have collectively considered Mike 
Fenner an extraordinary instructor, 
a meaningful mentor and a friend of 
great consequence. His dedication to 
my learning helped to mold my focus 
to become an educator, and his faithful 
friendship through the loss of my 
parents in, and shortly after, law school 
helped me develop the confidence to 
handle difficulty with grace.

— Rick McFayden, JD’77, Associate Dean for  
Student Affairs and Administration, Creighton School of Law

My dad genuinely 
sees the good in 
people and that 
is what drives his 
sense of and work 
towards justice.

— Ben Fenner, Attorney, Fredericks 
Peebles & Morgan LLP, Washington, D.C.

Dean Steven Frankino set about 
transforming and relaunching Creighton 
University School of Law in 1971 with 
ambitious plans for a new building and a 
new faculty. He achieved both, and Mike 
Fenner, who joined the faculty in 1972, was 
a key component of both Dean Frankino’s 
vision and legacy. The law school that Mike 
helped to re-create in the early 1970s was one 
that put formation of new attorneys imbued 
with a clear-eyed, Jesuit-inspired mission to 
make life better for people at the core of its 
enterprise. Since then, students have been 
the focus of Creighton School of Law. Their 
success is our success. Mike Fenner has 
played a role second to none in this grand 
project that is now in the process of being 
entrusted to the next generation of law 
faculty. As an institution of higher learning, 
we are indebted to Mike for his stable 
leadership and compassion during the past 
47 years, but so are the thousands of students 
who have been in his charge while they were 
with us and who are now doing the most 
amazing things in legal practice and beyond.

— Michael J. Kelly, JD, LLM, Interim Dean (2017-2019), Professor of Law,  
Sen. Allen A. Sekt Endowed Chair of Law, Creighton School of Law

From the standpoint of a practicing attorney, which I was far too 
many years ago, I have always thought that by far the biggest 
contribution made to the practice of law in Nebraska by any 
law professor in the state was made by Mike Fenner in the 
form of Mike’s continual and timely work on jury instructions.  
I once overheard a judge refer to Mike’s jury instructions as 
“the bible,” and I feel that nearly all the judges and lawyers in 
the state would concur with this opinion.

— George Krauss, Managing Director, Burlington Capital,  
former Managing Partner, Kutak Rock, LLP

Quotes from 
Colleagues, 
Business Associates, 
Former Students, 
Friends and Family
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As Martin Luther King Jr. said, “The ultimate measure of 
a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and 
convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge 
and controversy.” As president of the NSBA, Mike led it 
through an unexpected and challenging transition from 
a mandatory to a voluntary bar and he did so with civility, 
intelligence and humor. He is a tremendous leader and I 
feel blessed to have had the opportunity to work with him.

— Liz Neeley, PhD, Executive Director,  
Nebraska State Bar Association (NSBA)

Mike was my professor from 1974-1977. We 
reconnected a few years later and have been 
good friends. His teaching influenced the way 
I prepare my work and make presentations in 
court. Mike is able to connect with and lead people 
who have very diverse interests and perceptions. 
He assisted the ACLU and received its major 
award. He also convinced Clarence Thomas to 
teach at Creighton and served as president of the 
NSBA. I have met no one else who is so deeply 
appreciated by so many.

— Mark Thornhill, BSBA’74, JD’77, Attorney, Spencer Fane LLP, Kansas City, Missouri

My dad was always calm and he’s 
probably the best correspondent 
I know. He sent me a letter every 
single day my first year in college. 
He taught me that it was possible to 
love everything about your job and 
everything about your family and 
be the best at both.

— Hilary (Fenner) Dessouky, General Counsel,  
Patagonia, Montecito, California

It is difficult for me to put into words the influence professor Fenner has had on my life. He saw 
potential in me that I had yet to discover, and he was my strongest advocate before I knew I 
needed one. I did well in my 1L year and I joined a great litigation firm, Erickson | Sederstrom that 
summer as a law clerk. Early in my 2L year, professor Fenner told me that his brother was a federal 
district court judge in Kansas City and every year he selected a handful of students to go interview for 
a two-year federal judicial clerkship. He said he thought I might be a good fit for the job, and he asked 
if I would like an opportunity to interview. I thanked him for the offer, said I was flattered he thought 
of me, but I didn’t want to jeopardize my potential future at E&S by applying for other positions. I will 
never forget the puzzled look on his face and the long, silent pause between my response and his 
next words … “I think you should take some time to think on this.” In my defense, I had no idea what a 
federal judicial clerkship was or why it might be a good thing to have on a résumé.

— Aaron Craig, JD’09, former law clerk to Senior U.S. District Court Judge Gary A. Fenner, 
U.S. District Court for the Western District of Missouri; current partner, PEAK Litigation, Kansas City, Missouri

I met Mike when I joined the Creighton law 
faculty 40 years ago, and we have been friends 
and colleagues since that time. No one has 
spent more time focusing on the one, the 
individual. During Justice (Clarence) Thomas’ 
confirmation hearings, professor Fenner sent 
him a note of encouragement each day. When 
Justice Thomas came every other year to the 
law school, professor Fenner invited a host 
of students to dine at his home with him. 
Professor Fenner has graduates who are friends 
in most large cities across the United States. 
For years, Mike has been the face and heart 
of Creighton law school. He will be missed but 
cannot be replaced. He is one of a kind.

— R. Collin Mangrum, JD, SJD, Professor of Law, A.A. and Ethel Yossem  
Endowed Chair in Legal Ethics, Creighton School of Law

From left, Anne 
and Mike Fenner 
with their children, 
Hilary and Ben.
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It was the world’s greatest crime, perpetrated against millions of human 
beings more than seven decades ago by a complex and horrifying 
bureaucracy dedicated to murder.

In 1946, several high-ranking members of Germany’s Nazi regime 
were brought to justice in a Nuremberg courtroom in a first-ever 
demonstration of international law. The criminals were executed or 

given prison terms. Most of them have since passed from the scene.
And today, with each passing hour, the survivors of the Holocaust — the 

greatest and most articulate witnesses to the crime — also grow fewer and fewer 
in number. In the Omaha area alone, five survivors have died since April 2018, 
leaving 13. The youngest in the area is 81 and the oldest is 101.

“It’s very much a wake-up call,” says Scott Littky, director of the Omaha-based 
Institute for Holocaust Education. “We are losing the survivors quickly. The 
13 we have in Omaha have all had varying experiences, from being in a camp 

With Holocaust 
survivors dwindling, 
who will share their 
stories? Creighton and 
the Jewish Federation 
of Omaha are turning to 
students in the summer 
Nuremberg program.

By Adam Klinker

Pictured above is Holocaust survivor 
Freda Bucheister who was born in 
Jareslow, Poland, in 1925. She was sent 
to Siberia for six years. Bucheister was 
liberated back to Poland and then moved 
to Israel. She came to Omaha in 1950. 
Her experiences taught her lessons that 
she shared with her grandchildren: 
“I don’t complain, I don’t waste anything 
— somebody else does not have what we 
have.” Bucheister died in 2013.
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to being hidden children. The question 
we keep asking is, ‘Who can keep these 
legacies alive? Who can continue to tell 
their stories?’”

For the past seven years, Michael Kelly, 
JD, LLM, the Sen. Allen A. Sekt Endowed 
Chair in Law, has been leading students 
to that courtroom in Nuremberg where 
the perpetrators of the Holocaust were 
tried. The course, From Nuremberg to 
The Hague, also includes a visit to the 
International Criminal Court at The 
Hague, Netherlands. In recent years, 
however, a centerpiece of the experience 
has been the trek these future lawyers 
make to one of the most harrowing scenes 
of the crime: Auschwitz.

These Creighton students have returned 
from Europe as witnesses and, in that, 
Kelly and Littky, along with Howard 
Epstein, JD’96, executive director of the 
Jewish Federation of Omaha, have seen 
opportunity. 

The three-day Holocaust immersion 
component of the Nuremberg program, 
which also includes stops at the Krakow 
Jewish Ghetto, the Oskar Schindler 
Factory and the Jewish Heritage Museum, 
means that Creighton is creating 30 new 
witnesses to the Holocaust each summer. 

“This new partnership between 
Creighton University and the Jewish 
Federation of Omaha is emblematic of 
how institutions such as ours can find 
profound projects to work on together 
— ones like this which not only change 
the lives of the students who participate, 
but which impact young people in our 
community through sharing experiences 
gained at actual Holocaust crime scenes in 
Poland,” Kelly says.

As an alumnus of the School of Law, 
Epstein says continuing the program and 
training the students in becoming the next 
generation of witnesses was of paramount 
importance.

“They have seen the places where an 
international crime was committed and 
where that crime was prosecuted,” Epstein 
says. “What happened at Auschwitz and 
what then took place at Nuremberg 
created a system of international law that 
continues to resonate today. The visitors to 
those places today bear strong testimony 
that this has happened, that it was 
prosecuted, and that we work for justice 
and peace to ensure it never happens 
again.”

with the Institute for Holocaust Education 
to work on their skills as witnesses.

“We love working with Creighton 
because of that strong emphasis on 
social justice,” Littky says. “We’ve seen 
the students build relationships with 
the survivors they’ve met. As this moves 
forward, I think they’ll see what benefits 
a partnership like this can bring into their 
study and practice of law. We hope it’s 
something that goes with them as they 
work toward seeking justice. That personal 
contact is something that helps us all and 
makes us more sensitive to the people we 
encounter in our daily lives.” 

Kelly says the opportunity to serve as 
educators and witnesses is central for the 
students who, as burgeoning Creighton 
lawyers, are uniquely positioned to see 

justice and peace studies at work in the 
course and in the witness they hope 
to bear.

“Our summer abroad program in 
The Hague, Nuremberg and Auschwitz 
aims to provide a unique opportunity, 
transformative in nature and mission-
focused in design, that equips each student 
with a new lens on how to view societal 
tragedies such as the Holocaust in our 
world and with a strong desire to fight for 
justice wherever they can,” Kelly says.

The survivors and the liberators of 
the Holocaust, as they approach 80, 90 
and even 100 years of age, are the living 
witnesses, Littky and Epstein say, but 
the standing testimony of the gates at 
Auschwitz, the shoes and eyeglasses of 
victims that are gathered in heaps at the 
camp’s museum, and the transcripts of the 
Nuremberg trials continue to echo down 
the ages.

“We’re getting further away from those 
events,” Epstein says. “Memories fade 
unless the stories are repeated, the lessons 
are continued. We want to see these 
students become the carriers of the stories, 
the new teachers of those lessons.”

And the lessons, Littky says, are not just 
historical, but resonant in the present day.

“We put an emphasis on three things 

when we talk about the Holocaust and 
Holocaust education, all of which are still 
relevant today,” Littky says. “First, you 
promote empathy. Second, you promote 
understanding. And third, don’t be a 
bystander. We take all kinds of different 
approaches in this work. It ties back to 
the Holocaust, certainly, but it also has 
applications today.”

Already, some of the students in the 
course From Nuremberg to The Hague this 
summer have been undergoing training 

Howard Epstein, JD’96, left, and Scott Littky in the Pennie Z. Davis Gallery at the Jewish Community Center 
and Institute for Holocaust Education in Omaha, where “Portraits of Survival” by David Radler is on display.
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By Lisa Foster, BA’92

A Law Degree  
Opens Doors to All 
Kinds of Careers
Most students come to law school with the 
intention of becoming a lawyer. But not all. 
Some pursue a law degree for the intellectual 
rigor it entails. Others do it knowing they can 
use the degree in a different way, in a so-called 
“JD-preferred” or “JD-advantage” career.

The options for JD graduates who never 
intend to practice law are endless. The obvious 
traditional choices include banking, regulation, 
government, health care, insurance and 
academia. Yet there are other nontraditional 
career opportunities in the nonprofit world, 
public relations and executive coaching.

Who are Creighton’s School of Law graduates 
who decided to pursue a different career path 
with their law degree?

Creighton Lawyer spoke with four of them — 
Krissy Hamm and John Heine, both of Omaha; 
Lisa Andrus in Phoenix; and Debra Gerardi, who 
lives in the San Francisco Bay Area.
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From Law  
to a Tech Startup
LISA ANDRUS, THE CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER of tech 
startup Hye Tech Network & Security Solutions, LLC, in 
Phoenix had aspirations to work in public service when 
she began law school at Creighton in the fall of 2000. 
A trip to the Dominican Republic with other law students 
in her third year of law school solidified that interest and 
“serving disadvantaged children would remain a constant 
in my life, regardless of where I go,” she recalls.

Andrus did work for a time as an attorney — she landed 
her first job out of law school with the Maricopa County 
Attorney’s Office in Arizona as a deputy county attorney. 
Before long, she was transferred to a sex crimes division 
and her work focused on the production and distribution 
of child pornography.

“Those cases were challenging, gut-wrenching and 
meticulous, all woven into one,” Andrus says. “(The 
job) was a realized dream and a privilege to serve the 
community, helping families through a tumultuous time 
and being the voice for those unable to speak up for 
themselves.”

Andrus worked in this role for a number of years, but 
trial schedules were often rigorous and could last for six 
to eight weeks at a time. Once she was a mother, it was 
difficult to maintain this schedule and finding work that 
was challenging, unique and semiflexible became her goal.

“Hye Tech has always been a part of my life as it was 
founded by my husband, Saro, in 2005. While he focuses 
on clients and engineering, my focus has been on the 
opposite side of the house — hiring, employee benefits, 
contracts, finance, state/local government and education 
procurement and more.

“A juris doctor is not required for all of the areas 
I oversee today; however, it is extremely beneficial 
and encouraged,” Andrus continues. “Every aspect of 
what I work on daily contains legal analysis, contracts, 
negotiations and risk evaluation. I have always been 
grateful to Creighton for my education. It gave me a 
professional edge that I would not otherwise have. It also 
instilled an instinct and perspective that many nonlawyers 
may not possess.”

While Andrus’ everyday career has changed 
tremendously from her original vision of how to use 
her law degree, she still has held close her desire to help 
children.

“I had to find something within the legal community 
to advocate for children, and I am the judge pro tem for 
Maricopa County,” she says. “Throughout the year, I cover 
a criminal or family calendar when the commissioner is 
out ill or on vacation. I also serve as a surrogate parent 
for the Arizona Department of Education. My legal 
background is a significant asset in navigating that 
environment for children who are wards of the state.’’

Lisa Andrus, JD’03
Chief Operating Officer
Hye Tech Network & Security Solutions, LLC
Phoenix
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Filmmaker of Legal 
Documentaries
“FROM A YOUNG AGE, I ALWAYS THOUGHT I would become 
a lawyer or a doctor,” says Krissy Hamm, owner and producer 
at Unpaved Road Productions and Pretrial Productions. After 
graduating with honors from Creighton School of Law in 2005, 
she began her career in legal defense at the Douglas County Public 
Defender’s Office. 

“I loved that job, but after having my second child, I went part 
time with a private firm,” Hamm says. “I later broke both my arms in 
a biking accident and had to have a series of surgeries. At this point, 
I decided to take a step back and stay home with my kids for a while.

“I had been debating whether I should do that, anyway, before 
I had been in the accident, but that solidified my decision. I had 
always intended to go back to practicing law as the kids got older, 
but after being home for a year or so, I took up photography and 
filmmaking as a hobby,” Hamm continues.

Filmmaking has since turned into a career for Hamm. She 
is commissioned by individuals, nonprofits and businesses to 
produce short documentaries.

“A plaintiff’s attorney, who had seen my work, asked if I could 
produce a longer, more in-depth documentary for one of his cases 
to aid in settlement negotiations. It has been successful and led 
to more work in adding legal settlement documentaries to my 
repertoire,” Hamm adds.

Hamm utilizes her law degree “all the time” when producing 
her films. “It helps with communication on the front end, spelling 
out what the agreement is as far as what I am being hired to do. 
I deal with intellectual property and copyright issues. I draft 
different releases for different projects and my training in contracts 

Krissy Hamm, BA’02, JD’05
Owner and Producer
Unpaved Road Productions and Pretrial Productions
Omaha

Debra Gerardi, BS’84, BSN’87, JD’92
Conflict Engagement Specialist; Professional Certified  
Coach, President & Chief Creative Officer, EHCCO, LLC
Half Moon Bay, California

helps in that. I use my legal knowledge on the business and 
incorporation side of things,” she adds.

“A law degree is never wasted, even if you don’t end up practicing 
law,” Hamm says. “I could do the work I do without a law degree, 
but I wouldn’t be nearly as good at it. 

“Attorneys trust me to put the case together in a legally relevant 
and emotionally compelling way. I think understanding how to 
construct a story specifically for a legal purpose is not something 
someone could be very effective at unless they had gone through 
that legal training,” Hamm says.

Advocate for Health Policy 
and Public Health
DEBRA GERARDI IS A CONFLICT ENGAGEMENT specialist and 
a professional certified coach with her own business in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. Gerardi went to law school never intending to 
be an attorney.

“I did not have an interest in practicing law in a traditional sense. 
I was already working as a critical care nurse, and I was looking to 
supplement my health care background with a law degree, given 
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John Heine, BSBA’02,  
MBA’05, JD’05
Commercial Real Estate Broker
Investors Realty Inc.
Omaha

the highly regulated nature of working in and leading health care 
organizations,” Gerardi says.

During her last semester of law school, Gerardi worked for a 
senator and lived in Washington, D.C. “I was responsible for health 
policy issues and had the opportunity to complete the fellowship 
and then return to Creighton to graduate with my class. 

“I moved to Los Angeles after graduation and while working 
at UCLA Medical Center, I completed my master’s degree in 
public health at UCLA with an emphasis on health policy and 
administration. Because of my law degree, I was able to work on 
several policy projects and I was able to use my legal education to 
manage union-related issues and participate in statewide union 
negotiations,” she adds.

Mediation is a skill Gerardi picked up while working in Los 
Angeles, and she completed mediation training at the Los Angeles 
County Bar Association. In 1999, Gerardi started a private 
mediation practice, working with national and international health 
care organizations to resolve disputes and improve work relations.

As part of her mediation practice, Gerardi began to receive 
requests for executive coaching from leaders seeking enhanced 
skills in addressing conflict and managing complex organizations. 
In 2011, Gerardi completed a certification as a professional coach 
and shifted her work toward executive and team coaching and 
consulting services with health care, government, high-tech and 
academic organizations.

“My law degree helps me appreciate the complexities of the legal 
and regulatory constraints my clients are working within and it is 
useful to me as a business owner in managing contracts, business 
operations and legal issues associated with my private practice,” 
Gerardi says. 

Law Firm Never in the Picture
JOHN HEINE, A COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE BROKER at 
Investors Realty Inc. in Omaha knew that working for a law firm 
was never in his future. “But I thought it was important to obtain 
more education after I finished my undergraduate studies with a 
degree in finance,” he says.

“I pursued Creighton’s dual JD/MBA program. I knew that a law 
degree would be valuable, but never foresaw myself working for a 
big law firm,” Heine says. “To be fair, I don’t think the big law firm 
would have wanted me either.”

Heine’s day-to-day has him working in transaction-oriented 
tasks regarding sales and leases of property.

“I am constantly reading leases, purchase agreements and other 
contracts. I’m also communicating with real estate attorneys on 
a daily basis,” Heine says. “Knowing how the world works from a 
legal perspective is very valuable.”

Heine advises students who are interested in law but aren’t sure 
about being an attorney to pursue the education anyway. “A law 
degree shows you were able to work hard and complete a rigorous 
program. I wouldn’t feel disappointed if you aren’t working at a 
large firm. Frankly, I wouldn’t have enjoyed the culture.

“I enjoy not being glued to my desk, touring buildings, meeting 
clients and customers at their locations, earning a commission 
when the work is done and making investments happen. I 
help clients build or create something which provides a lot of 
gratification,” Heine says.
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“Sarah” Xiao Qian Mu, JD’10, came to the United 
States on an immigrant visa at the age of 20 to live the 
American dream. 

A native of Qingdao, China, Mu spent her childhood in China 
until moving to New York City and living there for nearly 20 
years. “It is the city that molded me,” Mu says.

Her parents and sister remain in China and Mu travels to 
China with her American-born daughter as often as possible, 
though “there is a lack of time. Mostly I rely on them to visit me 
here,” Mu says.

It was in New York that Nebraska first entered Mu’s 
consciousness.

“I was in New York, working for Prudential Douglas Elliman 
as a real estate salesperson,” Mu recalls. “It was one of the most 
prominent real estate firms in New York, and in those days, I 
had a client from Nebraska. I don’t remember which city she 
was from, but she was super nice and we connected well when 
speaking on the phone. 

“When the client came to New York to buy property, we had a 
great conversation and got together for coffee and because of her, 
I always liked Nebraska.”

There was another Nebraska coincidence that struck a chord 
with Mu. “I saw on the news that Nebraska was considered the 
best place to raise a family,” she says.

Yet, it would still be a number of years until Mu would move to 
Nebraska to attend Creighton’s School of Law. 

With her background in business, Mu wanted to pursue an 
MBA and even spent a year doing just that, but “I realized I could 
not see myself sitting in front of a computer looking at numbers 
all day.”

After soul-searching for a career that would utilize Mu’s natural 
abilities, law school started to look attractive.

“I took the Law School Admissions Test (LSAT) in February 

2007,” she remembers. “By then, most law schools had accepted 
their students of the next entering class, so I applied to schools 
that still had available spots.”

Creighton was one of three schools where Mu was accepted.
“I did not know anything about Creighton, but I saw Nebraska,” 

Mu says. “And once I visited Creighton, I felt comfortable because 
everyone was so friendly and professional and that’s how I made 
the decision to attend Creighton law school.”

Due to her own experience as an immigrant, immigration 
law was a natural fit. Mu returned to New York to practice 
immigration law after graduating in 2010. During this time, she 
fell in love, got married and had a child.

“My ex got a job offer in Silicon Valley and asked me to move 
with him. Since immigration law is federal law, I thought, ‘I can 
practice anywhere,’ so I agreed to the move,” Mu says.

Mu has had her own immigration firm, the Law Office of 
Sarah Xiao Qian Mu, in San Jose, California, since 2015. Attorney 
and Practice Magazine named her one of California’s Top 10 
immigration attorneys in 2018.

“I got a letter out of the blue one afternoon about being 
nominated,” Mu says. “I don’t know how they found out about 
me or selected me — I just know I have an extremely high success 
rate for the work I have done.”

Mu credits Creighton for her success. “My professors in 
immigration law and tax law helped me tremendously in terms 
of what I do now,” she says. “Professor Morse said, ‘Read the code 
and keep reading.’ That has stuck with me until today and is the 
foundation of all I do. I learned to read the code from immigration 
law class from Professor Weber, too. And Mike Kelly taught a 
witness examination class that has been so useful in my courtroom 
practice.

“Creighton gave me a good, quality education that benefits me 
on a daily basis and for which I will be forever grateful,” Mu says. 
— BY LISA FOSTER, BA’92

Mu Named Top 10 California Immigration Attorney
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AlumniNotes
1976 
Charles S. Caulkins, JD, Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, a partner 
at Fisher Phillips law firm, was 
listed as “Lawyer of the Year” in 
Employment Law-Management 
for the Fort Lauderdale region 
by Best Lawyers in America 2019 
and was also named to “The Top 
100 Most Powerful Employment 
Attorneys” by Human Resource 
Executive magazine for 2018. Daniel 
E. Monnat, JD, Wichita, Kansas, of 
Monnat & Spurrier, Chartered, was 
honored by Best Lawyers in America 
2019 in four areas: Criminal 
Defense-General Practice; Criminal 
Defense-White Collar; Bet-the-
Company Litigation; and Appellate 
Practice. Monnat also was named 
one of the “Top Ten” Super Lawyers 
in Kansas and Missouri. He was 
again named to the “Top 100” 
list of Super Lawyers in Kansas 
and Missouri. It is Monnat’s first 
appearance on the elite Top 10 list 
and his 13th appearance on the 
Top 100 list. Monnat’s firm also 
received three “Best Law Firms” 
Tier 1 rankings in the areas of 
general practice criminal defense, 
white-collar criminal defense and 
appellate practice by U.S. News 
& World Report and Best Lawyers. 
Monnat was ranked by Chambers 
USA 2019 as one of Kansas’ top 
litigators in white-collar crime and 
government investigations, and 

Maggie Rossiter, JD’19, graduated cum laude from 
the School of Law in May. Her father, the Hon. Robert 
Rossiter Jr., JD’81, had the honor of hooding his 
daughter at the law school’s Hooding Ceremony. He 
also received the Outstanding Alumni Jurist 2019 
award. Maggie’s mother is MaryBeth Frankman 
Rossiter, JD’81. Maggie has accepted a position at 
Fraser Stryker PC LLO, the firm where her father 
worked from 1983 to 2016. “MaryBeth and I are 
extremely proud to have Maggie join us as Creighton 
law alumni,” Rossiter says. “While I am also pleased 
that she has chosen the law firm I was lucky to have 
been a part of for more than 32 years, knowing Maggie, 
she will be making her own ‘footsteps’ at Fraser 
Stryker and as part of the Nebraska Bar,” he adds. 
Pictured are Judge Rossiter, left, Maggie Rossiter, and 
Victoria Haneman, JD, LLM, associate professor of law.

Who’s Who Legal: Business Crime 
Defense 2019 has named him one 
of the world’s leading business 
crime defense attorneys.  Jeffrey 
J. Pirruccello, BSBA’74, JD, Omaha, 
partner at McGrath North in 
Omaha, was ranked in Band 1 
in the 2018 Chambers High Net 
Worth guide. He was recognized for 
his extensive experience advising 
clients on estate and tax planning 
matters.

1977 
Larry E. Butler, JD, Kearney, 
Nebraska, closed the law firm 
of Butler Voight PC in Kearney 
and rejoined the law firm of Tye 
& Rowling PC in Kearney as of 
counsel. Butler continues to serve 
as treasurer of the CHI Health 
board of directors.

1980 
Thomas W. Moran IV, JD, Guangzhou, 
China, was made a full professor of 
foreign studies at Jinan University 
in Guangzhou. James D. Wegner, 
BSBA’77, JD, Omaha, partner at 
McGrath North in Omaha, was 
ranked in Band 2 in the 2018 
Chambers High Net Worth guide. 
Wegner is a co-practice group 
leader and advises clients on tax 
planning and business succession 
issues, and also advises nonprofit 
organizations and charities.

1981 
Hon. Daniel A. Morris, MBA, JD, 
Hartford, Connecticut, is serving 
as a temporary member of the 
appellate court for the U.S. 
Immigration Courts, called the 
Board of Immigration Appeals, in 
Washington, D.C. After he concludes 
his one-year appointment, Morris 
will continue to serve as an 
immigration judge, a position he has 
held for 10 years. West Publishing 
Company has continuously 
published his treatise Federal Tort 
Claims for 25 years, and has issued 
seven editions of his book Nebraska 
Trials, which he now updates and 
releases annually. Morris is also a 
trustee of the Mark Twain House 
and Museum in Hartford. Anthony J. 
Sorrentino, BSBA’76, JD, Omaha, was 
named the 2018 National All Star 
Man of the Year by the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society of America.

1982 
Tim B. Streff, JD, Omaha, has joined 
the law firm of Gross & Welch in 
Omaha as a director.

1983
Stephen A. Donato, JD, Fayetteville, 
New York, was recognized as a 2018 
Upstate New York Super Lawyer in 
the Bankruptcy: Business Practice 
Area. He also was listed as “Lawyer of 
the Year” for Litigation-Bankruptcy 

by Best Lawyers in America 2019. 
Donato is an attorney in the 
Syracuse, New York, office of Bond, 
Schoeneck & King. He is chair of 
the firm’s business restructuring, 
creditors’ rights and bankruptcy 
practice.

1985 
Y.E. Scott, JD, Aurora, Colorado, 
retired after 27 years working 
for the state of Colorado, having 
served as parole board member, 
parole board administrative law 
judge/hearing officer and senior 
assistant attorney general. She also 
served as assistant attorney general 
for the state of Nebraska from 1985 
to 1991.

1988 
Jayson A. Ford, JD, Bennington, 
Nebraska, had his first novel, A 
Cure for Nightmares, released by 
Mascot Books. After being a trial 
attorney for 28 years, Ford is now 
mediating civil cases and focusing 
on writing. His book is the first in 
a trilogy that explores common 
childhood fears.

1993 
Gerard T. Forgét III, BSChm’90, MBA, 
JD, Omaha, has been elected as a 
shareholder of Gross & Welch law 
firm in Omaha.

A Proud Moment
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1994 
Stephen R. Martin II, JD, Denver, 
has joined StoneTurn in Denver 
as a partner. StoneTurn is a 
global advisory firm that assists 
companies, their counsel and 
government agencies on regulatory, 
risk and compliance issues, 
investigations, monitorships and 
business disputes.

1995 
Paul E. Flanagan, JD, West Chester, 
Pennsylvania, was promoted 
to assistant professor of law 
and the director of the Privacy, 
Cybersecurity and Compliance 
Program at the Drexel University 
Thomas R. Kline School of Law 
in Philadelphia. In addition, 
Flanagan was selected as a 
Fulbright Specialist, and will be 
teaching internationally in privacy, 
cybersecurity and compliance. Hon. 
Susan C. Rowley, BA’90, JD, Lubbock, 
Texas, is a Lubbock County 
Precinct 2 justice of the peace.

1996 
Melisa De La Garza, JD, Las Vegas, 
was elected justice of the peace in 
June 2018 by the citizens of Las 
Vegas. Her career has included 
eight years as a deputy district 
attorney, three years as a public 
defender where she was on the 
homicide unit, three years in 
private practice and eight years as a 
criminal hearing master.

2000 
Asher L. Stoller, JD’99, MBA, Omaha, 
is a financial advisor with the 
Weissman Eppler Investment 
Group of Wells Fargo Advisors, an 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, based wealth 
management team for high net 
worth individuals and families. 
Stoller is based out of Omaha.

2002 
Dawn Eimers Landon, JD, Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, is an attorney at Sell 
Law, PLC, in Glenwood, Iowa. She 
joined the firm after having served 
as an assistant Pottawattamie 
County attorney in Council Bluffs 
for 16 years. Landon is practicing 
in family, juvenile, criminal and 
probate matters. Hon. Amy Moore, 
JD, Ames, Iowa, was appointed 
by Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds as 
a district court judge for Iowa 
Judicial District 28 in April. Amy 
J. Skogerson, JD, Adel, Iowa, was 
featured in the November 2018 issue 
of Iowa Lawyer magazine. The cover 
story discusses how Skogerson 

Creighton Alumni Appointed  
to Iowa Fourth Judicial District
Five School of Law alumni have been appointed 
over the last year to judgeships in Iowa’s 
Fourth Judicial District, which consists of nine 
southwest Iowa counties — Audubon, Cass, 
Fremont, Harrison, Mills, Montgomery, Page, 
Pottawattamie and Shelby.

Hon. Craig Dreismeier, JD’92, of Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
was appointed to the bench as district court judge in October 
2018. He served as an assistant county attorney from 1995 to 
1996 and was in private practice since 1992. Dreismeier is a 
member of the Iowa Bar Association and was president of the 
Pottawattamie County Bar Association in 2010.

Hon. Michael Hooper, JD’10, of Atlantic, Iowa, formerly 
Cass County attorney, was appointed district court judge 
by Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds in January. He was the sole 
practitioner at Hooper Law Office from September 2010 to 
January 2018, when he was appointed Cass County attorney. 
He is a member of the Iowa Bar Association.

Hon. Margaret “Maggie” Popp Reyes, BA’90, JD’93, of 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, was appointed district court judge in 
October 2018. She previously was an assistant Pottawattamie 
County attorney since 2003. She is a member of the Iowa 
Bar Association, including the Criminal Law, Employment/
Labor Law, and Government Sections, and a member of the 
Criminal Law Legislative Subcommittee. She is a member of 
the Iowa County Attorneys Association, Government Practice 
Committee; the National Association of District Attorneys; 
and the Pottawattamie County Bar Association.

Longtime Council Bluffs, Iowa, attorney Hon. Scott Strait, 
BA’91, JD’94, was appointed district associate judge for the 
Fourth Judicial District in August 2018. He is a member of 
the Pottawattamie County Bar Association, the Iowa Bar 
Association and the Nebraska Bar Association. 

The governor announced the appointment of Amy 
Zacharias, BSBA’99, JD’01, as district court judge in March. 
Zacharias, of Persia, Iowa, had been serving as a district 
associate judge and was formerly assistant Pottawattamie 
County attorney.

The new appointees join other Creighton law graduates 
who hold judgeships in the Iowa Fourth Judicial District: 
Senior judges Hon. Gary Anderson, JD’76, Hon. Mark Eveloff, 
JD’74, and Hon. Timothy O’Grady, BA’77, JD’80; district court 
judge Hon. James Heckerman, JD’74; and district associate 
judge Hon. Charles Fagan, JD’95. 

FROM THE BENCH

Dreismeier

Hooper

Popp Reyes

Strait

Zacharias
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Competing against 99 other teams 
from around the world, Creighton’s 
moot court team in the summer From 
Nuremberg to The Hague program won 
the coveted award for Best Prosecution 
Memorandum in a case set before the 
International Criminal Court in The 
Hague. The case concerned enforced 
disappearances as Crimes Against 
Humanity. From left, the team of 
Emily Hay-Lavitt and Amanda Fossati, 
both from Chapman University, and 
Creighton law students Kyle Savage, 
Erick Frederick and Brian Mullison, 
BA’17, was presented the award in 
historic Courtroom 600 at the Palace of 
Justice, site of the 1945 prosecution of 
Nazi war leaders.

and her partner, Andrea McGinn, 
are leading the way for cutting-
edge law practice in Iowa at their 
firm The Law Shop by Skogerson 
McGinn LLC.

2003 
Elizabeth Sipperley Bowman, JD, 
Omaha, was promoted to associate 
counsel with the U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services, a 
division of the Department of 
Homeland Security.

2006
Jason J. Biss, JD, Lafayette, 
Indiana, was named chief deputy 
prosecuting attorney for the 
Tippecanoe County Prosecutor’s 
Office in Lafayette. Biss had been a 
deputy prosecuting attorney in the 
Tippecanoe County Prosecutor’s 
Office since 2006. Scott V. Hahn, 
BA’01, JD, Omaha, is an attorney at 
Koeing|Dunne law firm in Omaha. 
Hahn joined the firm having 12 
years of experience in the area of 
family law, spending much of his 
career as an advocate for domestic 
violence and sexual assault 
survivors.

2010 
Hon. Andrew C. Butler, JD, Hastings, 
Nebraska, was sworn in as district 
judge for the 9th Judicial District 
for the state of Nebraska in May. 
Colleen E. McGarry, BA’06, JD, 
Minneapolis, was elevated to 
partner at the Minneapolis office of 
Fox Rothschild LLP. McGarry is a 
litigation attorney who represents 

clients in a wide range of complex 
business and commercial disputes. 
Adam J. Wachal, JD, Omaha, has 
been elected as a shareholder of 
the Omaha law firm of Gross & 
Welch. Wachal’s practice has been 
primarily focused on civil litigation, 
insurance defense, insurance 
coverage litigation and appellate 
practice.

2011 
Ryan J. Muldoon, JD, Omaha, joined 
Simpson Legal Group, LLC, in 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, as a partner. 
He will continue to practice in the 
areas of personal injury, workers’ 
compensation and commercial and 
family law.

2012 
Melissa C. Hollabaugh, BA, St. Louis, 
was honored by the St. Louis 
Business Journal as one of the 2018 
class for 30 Under 30. Hollabaugh 
was promoted from director of 
annual campaign to director of 
philanthropy at World Pediatric 
Project, a nonprofit dedicated 
to healing critically ill children 
and building health care capacity 
worldwide. Angela Terry Lennon, JD, 
Omaha, a partner at Koenig|Dunne 
law firm in Omaha, was selected 
as a member of Leadership Omaha 
Class 41. Leadership Omaha is one 
of the longest-running community 
leadership programs in the nation. 
Leadership Omaha is designed 
to develop effective leaders who 
strengthen and transform the 
community.

2013 
Corey J. Becker, JD, Oxon Hill, 
Maryland, is legislative counsel 
for U.S. Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, in 
Washington, D.C. 

2014 
Steven G. Rupert, JD, Wichita, 
Kansas, was again nominated as a 
Rising Star in the field of criminal 
defense and recently joined the law 
firm of Stinson Leonard Street LLP 
in its Wichita office.

2015 
Tyler J. Grevengoed, JD, Rock Valley, 
Iowa, joined Petersen Law PLLC in 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, as an associate 
after serving as the assistant 
Sioux County attorney. He will 
be practicing in real estate, estate 
planning, probate, landlord/tenant 
and civil litigation.

Weddings
1976 
Martha Martell, JD, and Robert 
L. Teig, were married on May 
27, 2018, and are living in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa.

2015 
Nicole L. Cherney, BS’13, DDS’17, and 
Daniel J. Muelleman, BA’11, JD, were 
married on May 26, 2018, and are 
living in Omaha. 

Births
1990 
Robert M. Kowalski, JD, and Natalie 
Lira, Chicago, welcomed a son, 
Alexander Great, on Nov. 14, 2018.

2009 
John U. Campbell, BSATS’04, and 
Molly E. Campbell, BA’06, JD, San 
Antonio, welcomed a daughter, 
A’Miyah Christine Ja’Nae, born on 
July 24, 2016, and adopted on Aug. 
20, 2018. Luke T. Mohrhauser, JD, 
and Megan Mohrhauser, Ankeny, 
Iowa, welcomed a son, Thomas 
Frederick, on Dec. 25, 2018.

2014 
Daniel Latus and Kimberly Utzig 
Latus, BSBA’12, JD, Madison, 
Wisconsin, welcomed a daughter, 
Aurora Kay, on June 10, 2019. 
Spencer W. Werth, BA’11, MS, JD, 
and Carrie Bonsutto Werth, BSHS’12, 
OTD’12, Omaha, welcomed a 
daughter, Michaela Kaye, on Jan. 
25, 2019.

Send Us Your News
Penned your long-awaited 
novel? Traveled around 
the world? Received that 
awesome promotion? Earned 
a prestigious honor? If so, we 
want to hear about it. Share 
your news at alumninews@
creighton.edu.

International Award
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Remembering Harold Lee Rock In Memoriam
Richard L. Campbell, JD’48, Littleton, Colorado, 
Sept. 30, 2018. 

Francis P. Matthews, JD’48, Omaha, April 12, 
2019.

Frank B. Svoboda, JD’51, Lincoln, Nebraska, Jan. 
30, 2019.

Edmund A. McGinn, JD’52, Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
March 26, 2019. 

Peter J. Peters, JD’53, Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
Sept. 26, 2018. 

John W. Goebel, JD’54, Lincoln, Nebraska, July 
16, 2018.

Richard E. Croker, JD’57, Omaha, Jan. 2, 2019.

Harold L. Rock, BS’54, JD’59, Omaha, Nov. 4, 
2018.

Michael J. Mooney, BA’59, JD’63, Omaha, May 
10, 2019.

Richard A. Cerveny, BA’65, JD’67, Omaha, Feb. 
23, 2019.

Larry J. Hirschberg, BSBA’64, JD’67, 
Farnhamville, Iowa, July 22, 2018.

William J. Lillis, JD’68, Urbandale, Iowa, May 
8, 2019. 

J. Jack Gross, BA’65, JD’69, Omaha, June 15, 
2019. 

John W. Mullen, JD’69, Carlsbad, California, 
May 5, 2019.

Richard W. Todd, JD’71, Vienna, Virginia, Dec. 
7, 2017.

Roger R. Holthaus, JD’72, Omaha, Dec. 18, 2018. 

Thomas C. Marfisi, BA’69, JD’72, Omaha, Dec. 
31, 2018. 

Richard L. Swenson, JD’72, Omaha, April 7, 
2019.

Mary L. Kalamaja, BA’70, JD’73, Omaha, March 
21, 2019.

Michael J. Javoronok, JD’75, Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska, Oct. 14, 2018.

William A. Ballenger, MBA’78, Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, Oct. 6, 2018. 

Dean S. Forney, JD’78, Omaha, July 18, 2018. 

David D. Johnson, JD’78, Las Vegas, April 18, 
2019. 

Jay S. Moynihan, JD’78, Tucson, Arizona, Nov. 
6, 2016.

Henry C. “Hank” Stork, JD’79, Tekamah, 
Nebraska, June 17, 2018.

Gary M. Healy, BSBA’78, JD’81, Ponte Vedra 
Beach, Florida, June 8, 2018.

Mary E. Cassidy, BA’78, JD’82, West Des Moines, 
Iowa, June 5, 2019.

David M. Streich, JD’83, Ainsworth, Nebraska, 
May 23, 2019.

Theadora Bosscher Stroo, JD’84, Coppell, Texas, 
June 20, 2019.

Steven J. Oaks, BSBA’86, JD’89, Mercer Island, 
Washington, Feb. 27, 2019. 

Leigh Ann Kennedy, JD’95, Iowa City, Iowa, Dec. 
14, 2018.

Michael P. Nash, JD’06, Friday Harbor, 
Washington, July 11, 2019.

The Omaha and Nebraska legal 
communities lost a prominent 
figure, and Creighton lost a beloved 
alumnus, with the passing of Harold 
Lee Rock, BS’54, JD’59, one of the 
founders of Kutak Rock. Launched 
in 1965, Kutak Rock has grown into 
a national firm with 18 offices and 
more than 540 attorneys.

Rock, 86, died in Omaha on Nov. 4, 2018, 
after a brief illness. He graduated from 
Creighton with his bachelor’s degree in 1954 
and his JD in 1959.

“Harold Rock was 
the epitome of what we 
want a Creighton lawyer 
to be — compassionate, 
innovative and ethical, 
with a view toward 
serving their clients fully 
and fairly while taking 
every opportunity to use the law to make 
society better for everyone,” said Michael 
Kelly, JD, LLM, professor of law and holder of 
the Sen. Allen A. Sekt Endowed Chair in Law.

“The success and legacy of his law firm, 
and the many Creighton lawyers in it, reflect 
that to this day. We were, and remain, 
incredibly proud of Harold and the many 
competences and kindnesses he brought to 
this community.” 

Rock served as president of the Omaha 
Bar Association and Nebraska State Bar 
Association, director of the Nebraska 
State Bar Foundation and chairman of 
the Nebraska Board of Bar Examiners. He 
chaired the Nebraska Indigent Defense Task 
Force and was president of the Omaha Legal 
Aid Society. 

The Omaha Bar Association presented him 
a Lifetime Achievement Award in 2010 for 
“exemplary service to the profession, support 
and service to the Omaha Bar Association, 
innovative contributions to improving 
justice, and longstanding commitment to 
mentoring in the law.” Rock also served on 
the boards of other law-related entities and 
charitable and civic organizations. 

Posthumously, he received the 2019 
Robert M. Spire Pro Bono Award from the 
Nebraska Bar Association and Nebraska 
Lawyers Foundation for demonstrating 
outstanding commitment to pro bono service 
and achieving “the highest standards of 
competence, ethics and professionalism.”

Kutak Rock partner Patti Schuett Peterson, 
JD, said she met Rock in 1978, when she was 
a summer associate. “Harold went out of 
his way to get to know our class of interns 
and to engage us in conversation about our 
responsibilities as lawyers. He never missed 
an opportunity to remind us that the practice 
of law was a privilege, and that along with 
that privilege came certain responsibilities, 
including our responsibility to assist those 
otherwise unable to afford an attorney.”

The firm has established a loan repayment 
scholarship fund at the School of Law in 
Rock’s memory to “encourage new law 
graduates to pursue employment in public 
interest legal settings,” said Peterson, who 
is the immediate past chair of the firm’s 
national pro bono and community service 
committee.

“Harold respected, and was passionate 
about recognizing, those lawyers who 
choose to practice in the public service 
arena,” Peterson said. “He exemplified the 
importance of providing pro bono services in 
order to provide access to justice for all.”

“Everyone who knew Harold Rock has 
a story of some kindness, some adventure 
or some amusement,” said Kate Mahern, 
JD, associate professor of law, holder of the 
Connie Kearney Endowed Chair in Clinical 
Legal Education and director of the Milton 
R. Abrahams Legal Clinic in the law school. 
“He was always a gentleman, always kind and 
always ready for a bit of fun.”

To donate to the Harold Rock Loan 
Repayment Scholarship Fund, contact 
Chris Bauer, BA’05, MS’16, senior director 
of development for the School of Law, at 
chrisbauer@creighton.edu or 402.280.3884. 

“ Harold Rock was the epitome 
of what we want a Creighton 
lawyer to be — compassionate, 
innovative and ethical, with 
a view toward serving their 
clients fully and fairly while 
taking every opportunity to 
use the law to make society 
better for everyone.”

  MICHAEL KELLY, JD, LLM
   PROFESSOR OF LAW
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Kathleen Seline had a near-30-year 
career at Creighton — working in 
the Heider College of Business, the 
School of Dentistry and, eventually, 
as the assistant vice president for 
Health Sciences.

She died nearly 30 years ago, and 
people are still asking Steve Seline, JD’79, 
the question, “Aren’t you Kay Seline’s 
boy?” 

He heard this question quite a bit upon 
receiving the Alumni Merit Award from 
the School of Law earlier this year. No 
matter what Seline has done — which 
includes helping run the company that 
produced one of the most profitable 
movies of all time (more on that in a 
minute) — no matter what he has yet to 
do, many of those with ties to Creighton 
will always know him as “Kay’s boy.”

“I wouldn’t have it any other way,” he 
says. “I’m proud of that fact. She was very 
special. And she loved Creighton.” 

Through his mother, Seline found 
himself a firmly entrenched member of 
the Creighton community long before he 
enrolled in his first law school course. 

(The Selines continue to be a Creighton 
family. Steve’s wife, Sue Baggarly-Seline, 
BA’82, is an alumna. Their son, Tom 
Seline, is now studying journalism at 
Creighton.)

Seline said his time in the law school 
amounted to three of the best years of his 
life — and three years that influenced his 
life in ways he never could have foreseen. 

“I got my first job because of Creighton 
law school, I got my second job because of 
Creighton law school, I got my third job 
because of Creighton law school,” he says. 

Fresh out of Creighton, Seline joined the 
firm Kutak Rock, where he spent the next 
19 years, most of them as partner. Since 
2007, he’s been president of Walnut Private 
Equity Partners, and, more recently, he 
became the owner of several radio stations 
in the Omaha area. In between, he had an 
unlikely stint in the movie industry. 

For the better part of the 2000s, Seline 
was vice chairman of the indie film 
studio Gold Circle Films, founded by 

Norman Waitt Jr., co-founder of Gateway 
Computers. 

“Some of our movies were horrendously 
bad,” Seline says. “The company was losing 
money. I wanted to kill it. But then an 
amazing phenomenon happened.”

Gold Circle produced a little movie 
set around a Greek American family that 
went on to become the biggest romantic 
comedy of all time. My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding cost $5 million to make and 
grossed $370 million. 

And Kay Seline’s boy? He had a little 
something to do with it. 

(For his part, Seline says he can take very 
little credit, if any, for My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding. He had authority over budget, 
but not the film’s script nor editing.)

Throughout his detour to Hollywood 
and beyond, Seline has continued his 
commitment to community service. He’s 
served as chairman of the Greater Omaha 
Chamber of Commerce, the Salvation 
Army, and Children’s Hospital and Medical 
Center. He’s also served his alma mater, as 

Creighton President the Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, left, and Steve Seline, JD’79, at the Evening of Honors 
event in February, where Seline was the recipient of the 2019 School of Law Alumni Merit Award.

‘Kay’s Boy’ Makes a Name  
for Himself with Service to the Community

a member of the Creighton School of Law 
Alumni Advisory Board and its Executive 
Committee. 

“Steve’s parents would have been so 
proud of him for his level of service,” says 
Rich Anderl, JD’78, Seline’s buddy from law 
school and, before that, Benson High. “His 
parents ingrained that sense of service in 
him from the start.” 

And Creighton sharpened it.  
Over the years, Seline has set about 

giving back to the University, supporting 
the law school, dental school and athletics 
programs. His family has established the 
Kathleen D. Seline Endowed Book Fund, 
the Kay Seline Memorial Garden and, in 
the School of Dentistry, the Kathleen D. 
Seline Clinic Classroom. The Seline family 
also named a space in St. John’s Parish in 
honor of his grandparents, Loretto Kleyla 
Drummy and William Wallace Drummy.

Steve Seline doesn’t care if people  
know his name. But he’ll do what he can to 
make sure he honors his mother’s.  
— BY MICAH MERTES
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