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I painted this Atlantic Sea Nettle, native to the East Coast, a few
months ago as part of a series of jellyfish paintings. At the time, it was
an experiment in colors, a challenge to balance the vibrant hues of the
jellyfish to the darker, empty sea and evolved as a multimedia project
using acrylic paint and white gel pen, along with stacked paint for
texture in the oral arms of the jellyfish and splattering technique used
for the algae. Little did I realize how much it would come to the
surface of my mind when the COVID-19 pandemic hit like a snowball
to the face. Jellyfish have always seemed lonely to me, beautiful but
drifting aimlessly through the ocean. Larger jellyfish such as this sea
nettle are solitary and rarely seen in groups. They float, seemingly
distanced from other life, and this connected strongly to what seems
to be a shared feeling of loneliness brought about by the necessary
self-isolation. When COVID-19 hit, life turned upside down, students
were uprooted from their everyday college lives, parents, aunts,
uncles, and grandparents lost jobs as the economy shut down and
everyone had to rapidly adjust to a new way of life. Some people were
lucky enough to have healthy family situations to be welcomed back
into, but many others were left to reel in this unprecedented
pandemic by themselves, and this loneliness flooded the internet. Just
like the jellyfish, people are feeling unmoored, adrift in a current that
they have no control over and heading towards an uncertain future.
The jellyfish itself is decorated with forceful hues of magenta and
rose, much like how many tried to continue posting bright and
positive messages on social media in attempts to drown out feelings
of sorrow and loss, but the tentacles tell another story: they fade to an
almost translucent white, becoming the dark blue of the ocean. So
many loved ones were lost to the virus, mental illness soared along
with an inability to help them, and devastating loss was felt around
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the world. The blue of the ocean darkens into a near black, and the
only companions the jellyfish has are small specks of white algae
brightened by light from a surface far above. This may seem grim, but
the jellyfish will maintain its bright colors no matter the depth of the
sea, and people, like the jellyfish, will continue to move against the
current towards a brighter future.
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