
Later last 
call if bill

Flames ignite in Swanson
By PATRICK KINNEY 
Assistant News Editor

This time, it was not a drill.
Two recent fires in Swanson Hall caused damage to 

a bathroom and a community kitchen.
At 8:45 a.m. on Jan. 17, Public Safety officers re

sponded to a report of a fire in a sixth-floor suite bath
room.

Nadia Akhtar, Arts & Sciences sophomore, discov
ered and reported the fire.

“I walked into my room and saw some smoke and 
then opened the door to the bathroom and saw flames 
and closed the door,” Akhtar said.

The fire was extinguished, but a wall, the floor and 
a bathroom fixture were damaged. The blaze was started 
by an unattended candle. Candles are prohibited in all 
residence halls on campus.

The smoke alarm in Akhtar’s room went off but not 
in the other suite adjoining the bathroom, which Akhtar

TURN TO “FIRES” PAGE 2passes
By HEIDI DUNKLEMAN 

News Editor
Soon, Nebraskans might be 

able to party ‘til the cows come home 
— or at least until 3 a.m.

Nebraska State Sen. Abbie Cor
nett recently introduced a bill that 
would allow Nebraska bars to stay 
open two hours later than they do 
now.

“Currently, Omaha is one of 
the few cities, of the 50 largest cities, 
to stop serving liquor as early as 1 
a.m.,” Cornett said. “This bill would 
allow local communities, mainly 
those cities with convention centers 
or close to the borders, to become 
more competitive with other states.”

She said that Nebraska loses 
important revenue because some 
groups may be reluctant to book a 
convention center in a city where 
the bars close early. This state also 
loses money to Iowa; bar-goers drive - 
there to continue their nights after 
the bars in Omaha close.

Nebraska will also receive ad
ditional revenue because bar owners 
who wish to stay open until 3 a.m. 
will have to pay an increased fee for 
a special license.

If the bill is passed, individual 
communities will be able to set clos
ing times between 1 a.m. and 3 a.m.

Not everyone is in favor of the 
new bill. The Omaha chapter of 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving has 
openly opposed Cornett’s bill.

Kathleen McCabe, director of 
Peer Education at Creighton, does 
not think that drunken driving 
would be the only negative conse

quence for students if this law came 
into effect.

“Having the bar open two extra 
hours allows the students to contin
ue drinking, and that leads to more 
at-risk situations,” McCabe said. “It’s 
just common sense.”

She said the human liver only 
processes .5 ounces of alcohol (half 
a drink) per hour so drinking even 
one drink per hour, causes the 
Blood Alcohol Content to rise. She 
is concerned that two more hours of 
drinking could lead to higher BACs 
and more cases of blackouts and al
cohol poisoning.

Even in cases in which students 
do not binge drink, just staying up 
two hours later can be a strain on 
the body. McCabe said that being 
drunk during sleep keeps the body 
from getting REM sleep, which is es
sential to a good night’s rest. Lack of 
good sleep is not only detrimental to 
the body but could also harm one’s 
performance in school.

“When you increase the time 
[students] have to drink and de
crease the potential hours of sleep,” 
McCabe said, “it sets the students up 
to have more against them than for 
them.”

However, Laura Pfeifer, Nursing 
junior, said students already stay up 
drinking later than 1 a.m. Students 
go to Council Bluffs, where bars 
are open until 2 a.m., or to people’s 
houses to drink.

“If someone wants to find a 
place to party, they can find a place 
to party,” Pfeifer said.

She does not think having bars
TURN TO “BARS” PAGE 2

Photo by Angie Zegers

Matt Boylan, left, and Jim Kappenman, Arts & Sciences seniors, enjoy 
drinks during an evening at The Homy Inn. A proposed bill in Nebras
ka legislature could keep bars in Omaha open until 3 a.m.

Breezin’ past Bradley

Photo Jen Edney
Creighton guard Laura Spanheimer dribbles around a Bradley defender en route to the Jays' 
89-71 victory on Jan. 30. Turn to Page 12 for more on the women's basketball team.

Smoking ban vetoed by Mayor Fahey
By KEVIN COEFEY 

Assistant Editor
Omaha District 1 City Councilman Marc Kraft said 

he will not try to bring back a smoking ban in the near 
future, but he does believe the possibility still exists.

Kraft said if the people of Omaha want a smoking 
ban, then they have the ability to do it through petition
ing and voting.

Kraft has brought a smoking ban to vote in the 
Omaha City Council twice: once a total ban and, most 
recently, a partial ban. The first was not passed by the

council and the second was passed but then vetoed by 
Omaha Mayor Mike Fahey.

Fahey said that he would only support a total smok
ing ban.

“I expected it,” Kraft said. “A total ban is the most 
fair and equitable.”

Just last year, Lincoln passed a total smoking ban 
with 62 percent of the vote. It has been in effect since Jan. 
1, and only 10 citations have been handed out since.

Several European countries, including Ireland,
TURN TO “SMOKING” PAGE 2
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SMOKING: Partial ban second to be vetoed
continued from page 1

Norway and Italy,-have banned smoking in 
workplaces, including bars and restaurants.

Kai Ostrand, owner of the Bluejay Bar on 
24th and Davenport streets, is not in favor of 
the ban.

’ “It should be up to individual owners,” ■ 
Ostrand said. “I don’t like the smoke, but I 
don’t want to tell someone, ‘Put that out.’ ”

Ostrand said that his primary problem 
with the ban is enforcement. If the law is 
passed and someone is caught smoking in a 
bar or restaurant, the establishment would be 
cited and fined by the Douglas County Health 
Department.

“They’re asking us to enforce it,” Ostrand 
said. “I have to kick them out if some kids are 
standing in the corner smoking, and I don’t 
want to deal with it. We have enough respon
sibility as it is.”

Kraft said that he has been researching 
smoking and smoking bans for five years. He 
said that about 1,700 smoking bans have been 
passed by legislative bodies, and only 60 of 
those bodies have overturned their previous 
decision.

Doctors also have told Kraft about how 
smoking adversely affects people’s health, es
pecially people with asthma. Some people are 
hypersensitive to smoke, and the slightest smell 
of it can cause them to have an asthma attack. 
Kraft said that though it may seem far-fetched, 
it is a relatively common occurrence.

Kraft also was moved to propose a smok
ing ban after hearing about an incident involv
ing his friends and their child. The couple was 
at a restaurant, in the nonsmoking section, 
when their two-month-old child started turn

WEEKLY CAMPUS^SAFETY REPORT

1/25/05 9:45 a.m. A 41-year-old 
transient was banned and barred for pan
handling on campus near 24th and Burt 
streets.

1:44 p.m. A dental patient in the 
Boyne Building experienced chest pain 
and was transported by squad to CUMC 
for treatment.

1/26/05 2 p.m. A student reported 
a broken window in his vehicle near 27th 
and Burt streets.

6:15 p.m. A student reported hit-and- 
run damage to her vehicle in the McGloin 
parking lot.

1/28/05 12:36 p.m. A student re
ported a credit card and ID missing from 
his unattended gym bag in the Kiewit Fit
ness Center.

LSAT GMAT GRE MCAT DAT OAT PCAT

ing blue. “It was gasping for air and close to 
dying,” Kraft said.

The couple took their child to the emer
gency room, where a doctor suspected that the 
child was suffering from Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome. A similar incident occurred again 
eight months later. Another doctor told them 
that the child was probably so sensitive to 
smoke.that it caused him to stop breathing.

Ostrand believes that he might lose some 
business if a smoking ban went into effect.

“Students will probably go out anyway, 
but we would probably lose some of our happy 
hour crowd,” he said.

“I think it’s awesome,” said John Gunder
son, Arts & Sciences junior. “In my hometown 
we have it, and it seems to me there is less of a 
wait at restaurants for tables.”

Gunderson said the smoke does not both
er him that much but added, “My clothes won’t 
smell like smoke.”

Some people believe that they have a right 
to be able to smoke wherever they want. Kraft 
disagrees with that argument.

“You can own a gun, but you can’t shoot 
it into the air,” Kraft said. “It’s not a right to 
smoke. It happens to be a privilege.”

Correction
In the Jan. 28 issue, The Creightonian 
printed that Warren Buffett took a tax 
class and briefly taught at Creighton in

, the 1930s. Buffett's mentioned associa
tion with Creighton was in the 1950s.

1/29/05 12:59 a.m. Two students 
were cited for being minors in possession 
of alcohol at Boys Town Hospital.

3:14 a.m. An intoxicated student at 
Deglman Hall was transported to CUMC 
for treatment.

3:18 p.m. A student reported hit-and- 
run damage to his vehicle in the ROTC 
parking lot.

1/30/05 1:25 a.m. An intoxicated 
student in Gallagher Hall was transported 
to CUMC for treatment.

2:30 p.m. Several students reported 
receiving harassing phone calls in their 
rooms in Swanson and Kenefick halls.

6:30 p.m. A student reported two 
credit cards missing from her unlocked 
room in Deglman Hall.

Kappa Kappa ‘Clappa’

Photo by Sarah Brandon
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Kappa Kappa Gamma members Megan Packer, 
Allie Whitehill and Reba Craig lead a cheer during their recruitment activities 
on Jan. 31 in the Skutt Student Center.

FIRES: Two recent fires 
damage residence hall 
continued from page 1

said was closer to the fire. The fire alarms 
in Swanson did not sound in response to the 
fire.

Residence Life administrators were un
available to comment about the fire.

Due to safety concerns, Akhtar requested 
that her room number and the number of the 
room that shares the bathroom not be dis
closed.

“You have no idea how many people were 
wandering around in our room,” Akhtar said.

In a separate incident, fire alarms sent 
Swanson residents out onto the mall Jan. 24 
around i:30 a.m. This time, a self-cleaning 
oven was to blame. '

The ninth-floor kitchen oven was set on 
clean mode when it started to smoke, setting 
off the smoke detector located outside the 
kitchen. Ovens usually reach 900 degrees while 
self-cleaning.

“Apparently, when this oven got to the 
temperature it desired, because these ovens 
never get cleaned, it must have had a bunch of 
stuff on the bottom and started smoking,” said 
Meghan Cook, Arts & Sciences senior arid a 
resident adviser in Swanson Hall.

Cook said she set the oven on self-clean 
mode as a preventative move.

“When stuff would be cooking, the food 
wouldn’t be burning, but it [the oven] would be 
smoking because of all the stuff on the bottom,” 
Cook said.

The oven had to be unplugged since the 
unit automatically locks during cleaning 
mode, opening only when the cleaning cycle is 
complete. Since the incident, the oven has not 
been plugged back in, so no damages have been 
assessed yet.

BARS: Law will allow 
bars to serve alcohol 
until 3 a.m.
continued from page J

open later will cause an increase in drunken 
driving.

“It is ridiculous how many people 
drive drunk over to Council Bluffs,” Pfeifer 
said. “If anything, I think the law would cut 
back on drunk driving.”

Frank Vance, owner of The Dubliner 
Pub in the Old Market, said that many 
students run out of his bar at 1 a.m. to go 
to Iowa. He does not think that drunken 
driving would be a bigger issue if the law 
were passed.

“If someone would drink and drive 
drunk at 1 a.m., they would drink and drive 
drunk at 3 a.m.,” Vance said. “That’s not go
ing to change.”

Vance said that a large number of bar 
customers leave at 1 a.m., and spreading out 
departure times until 3 a.m. could actually 
help police catch more drunken drivers.

If the law were passed, Vance would 
buy a license to stay open until 3 a.m.

“I think it’d be fabulous,” Vance said. 
“It’d be good for me, and it’d be good for 
the city too.”

Because it is located in the Old Mar
ket, Vance’s bar attracts both Creighton 
students and many out-of-town visitors. He 
said they are shocked to hear last call an
nounced at 12:45 a.m.

“Omaha just invested $300 million 
in the Qwest Center,” Vance said. “If they 
want to try and be a big city, they need to 
act like they are a big city and give people 
who come in from out of town some enter
tainment.”

How wou Id 
you score?

Take a FREE practice test at 
Kaplan’s Test Drive and find out.

Saturday, Feb. 5th - 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Creighton University - Hixson-Lied Lobby 

Receive $1OO OFF a review course by reserving your seat at the event.

This event is being sponsored by the CU Chapter of PRSSA.

Higher test scores guaranteed or your money back"

Call or visit us online today to register!

KAPLAN 1-800-KAP-TEST 
kaptest.com/testdrive

Test Prep and Admissions
•Teat names ore rogiatorod trademark* of thoi, respective owners. ••Conditions and restrictions apply For complete guarantee eligibility requirements, 

visit kuptost com/hsg Tho Hlgnor Score Guarantee only applies to Kaplun courses taken and completed within the United Slntoa and Ctwuido

LIFEGUARDS, CONCESSION STAFF, WRANGLERS NEEDED 
at Mahoney State Park for summer season! 

We. need individuals who can communicate with 
the public in a professional manner.

Flexible work hours with an outdoor, fun work experience. 
AA/EOE. Call 402-944-2523, Ext. -7122 for-applications. 

Return application/resume to: 
E.T. Mahoney State Park 

28500 West Park Highway 
Ashland, NE 68003

NIGHT SECURITY/ 
MAINTENANCE ASSISTANT PERSONNEL NEEDED 

at E.T. Mahoney State Park.
Full or part time, temporary positions. Night and weekend hours. 

For information or applications call 944-2523, Ext. 7122.
AA/EOE. Return applications or resume to:

E.T. Mahoney State Park
Attn: Security Supervisor

28500 W. Park Hwy
Ashland, NE 68003
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Indian, Vietnamese cultural events to bring 
international cuisine, entertainment to campus

By KATIE RYAN 
Reporter

This month’s cultural events present the 
chance to try curry chicken, lentil soup, danc
ing, fashion and a bit of Bollywood music.

The Vietnamese Student Organization 
and the Indian Cultural Society are putting on 
events for the Creighton community to learn 
about their cultures.

The VSO is celebrating the Vietnamese 
new year, Tet, on Saturday, Feb. 12 in the Skutt 
Student Center Ballroom.

According to Phuong Wippler, third-year 
pharmacy student and president of the VSO, 
a traditional celebration includes honoring 
deceased relatives, visiting living relatives and 
eating lots of food.

“As a Vietnamese, I want to share my cul
ture with other students,” Wippler said.

The VSO Tet celebration begins at 6 p.m. 
with an authentic, buffet-style dinner. Tickets 
are $10 in advance and $12 at the door. Ticket 
sales will be held from noon to 1 p.m. on the 
first floor of the Hixson-Lied Science Building 
Feb. 4 and Feb. 7-11.

One week after the VSO event, the. ICS is 
presenting its eighth annual Jhankar event on 
Saturday, Feb. 19.

According to Kashmir Singh, Arts & Sci
ences junior and vice president of finance for 
ICS, Jhankar, a word meaning harmony, is the 
theme for the event that works to blend East
ern and Western cultures. Singh said that old 
Indian songs will be remixed with a Western 
style to make new songs.

"It’s a lot of Bollywood music that’s been 
remixed with new age beats,” said Ruchi Ka
poor, Arts & Sciences junior and ICS presi
dent.

Singh also believes that Jhankar is a great

Photos by Angie Zegers

TOP: Ritchu Chillal and Ajay Saini, Arts & Sciences fresh
men, practice for a dance for the eighth annual Jhankar. 
RIGHT: Members of the Vietnamese Student Association 
practice a dance they will be performing at Tet, the Viet
namese new year celebration.

chance for her to share part of her culture with 
the rest of the Creighton community.

“It’s an opportunity to see someone else 
doing something that is something of their 
culture and a way they were raised,” Singh said.

“It’s an opportunity to partake themselves and 
also a good opportunity to eat Indian food.”

There will be a silent auction, with pro
ceeds benefitting the tsunami relief efforts.

Jhankar is at 5 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 19, at 

Central High School. General tickets are $7 for 
the show and $16 for the show and dinner. Stu
dent tickets for the show and dinner are $10. 
They can be purchased at the Skutt Student 
Center Information Desk.

EducationQi icst
F .O K. & A r : O N • • •

•••.www-^ducatwnquestiorcj .

Kearney Lincoln: . Omaha
2706 Second Avenue, Suite B 1 300; ”O‘" Street. ■. Rockbrook- Village.. .
308.234.6310 402.475.5222 402.391.4033
800.666.3721 800.303.37.45 •. : 888.357.6300 C

EducationQuest Foundation will 
help you complete and file the 
FAFSA for free! To make an 
appointment, call the location 
nearest you.

tdircationQuest is a private,’^ with airtissiori !o improve access to higher education in Nebraska.

e>plore Northeast
SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 26TH 10 AM-2 PM

Fr. Dick Hauser, SJ

Ever consider being a priest or Brother, perhaps as a 
Jesuit? Interested in talking with other students about it 
on a regular, confidential basis? Then you might want to 
join our vocation discernment group here on campus.

Let us show you our campus, introduce our faculty, 
and load you up with great information.

Please register by calling (800) 348-9033, 
ext. 7280 before February 18th.

If you're interested in attending, please contact 
Fr. Dick Hauser, SJ at (402) 280.3010 or hausersj@creighton.edu.

Lunch will be served.

Dream Big. Live Smart. Northeast
community college

801. E.; Ben jamin Ave .. • No.r fol k
Please visit our website: WWW.jeSUitSWiSprOV.org



4 News THE CREIGHTONIAN 4 February 2005

Jesuit students come from afar
■ Foreign learners reflect on Creighton community

By CHRIS BAUER
Reporter

Students this semester are finding Jesuits not 
just teaching in the fronts of their classrooms, but 
next to them learning.

The university is hosting four Jesuits from 
around the globe who were willing to brace the cold 
winters and hot summers in order to further their 
academic and spiritual careers.

The Rev. Buberwa Karongo, S.J., has been at 
Creighton since last September studying educational 
administration. Originally from Tanzania, Karongo 
plans to return home in two years after he receives 
his master’s degree in education. Using his degree, 
Karongo aspires to work as a principal.

This is Karongo’s second visit to the United 
States since receiving his bachelor’s degree from the 
University of California at Berkeley. Omaha is quite 
a change for Karongo, who never had seen snow be
fore.

“I don’t want to go outside,” Karongo said. “It is 
way too cold.”

When Karongo returns to Tanzania, he hopes 
to share his experiences from Omaha with his stu
dents. As a man who speaks six languages, Karongo 
has traveled not only to the United States, but all over 
Africa through his ministry.

Karongo said the most important lesson he has 
learned from his years of experience is that hard work 
pays off. He said being in Omaha also has made him 
appreciate the differences in people and cultures.

The Rev. Ehi Omoragbon, S.J., comes from Ni
geria and is pursuing his master’s degree in creative 
writing.

“I am interested in nonfiction, and I want to 
be able to articulate issues and experiences I have 
learned to my people so that they can better under
stand themselves,” Omoragbon said.

Omoragbon arrived in Omaha in early January. 
It is his third trip to the United States since he received 
his bachelor’s degree in biology and philosophy from 
Fordham University in New York City.

“Omaha is much different from New York,” 
Omoragbon said. “People actually say hello to each 
other, whereas in New York people would think you 
were crazy if you were to say hello while passing them 
on the street.”

Omoragbon said he especially appreciates the 
amount of opportunity in the United States, where 
anyone can become a doctor. According to Omor
agbon, opportunity is not as available to people in 
Nigeria, but he hopes to show the people in his coun
try that with hard work and focus they can achieve 
anything.

The Rev. Janez Sever, S.J., is originally from 
Milwaukee where he attended Marquette Prepara
tory High School. Severs’ parents emigrated from 
Slovenia, and he always has been fascinated with 
Slavic life. He traveled to Russia to volunteer for a 
year when he realized he wanted to become a Jesuit 
and entered the order there.

Sever is studying spiritual direction, as well as 
taking classes in print and Web design. Sever plans 
to return to Russia in two years where he will be the 
spiritual director of a parish and the director of a 
Catholic television station in Novosibirsk.

“Novosibirsk is like the Omaha of Russia,” Sever 
said. “It’s smack dab in the middle of the country.”

The Rev. Vincent Chong, S.J., is a scholar from 
Ecuador. He is studying English as he prepares for 
further theological studies in California.

“I love Creighton students,” Karongo said. “I’ve 
never met a group of people that are so energetic, 
hardworking and are so sure of their goals in life. It 
is amazing.”

Photo by Matt Anzur

The Revs. Vincent Chong, S. J,, Ehi Omoragbon, S J. and Janus Sever, S.J., are 
Jesuits from other universities studying at Creighton.

Seniors have no time to waste
By NICKSCHNEEMAN 

Reporter
Before seniors start checking classified 

ads for those six-figure breakout jobs of their 
dreams, they should check something else first 
— whether or not they qualify to graduate this 
spring.

Roommate/Roommates Wanted
Share rent on a three bdrm, home

with two other students.

Located on 48th and Franklin

5-10 minutes from UNO,

UNMC and Creighton 

Contact Hush @ 

(402)-212-9510

Gerry Kuhlman, academic assistant to the 
dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, said 
seniors need a minimum of 128 credit hours, 
with 48 credits in 300-level and above courses. 
Students also must complete all core and major 
course requirements.

After meeting those requirements, they

JOKERS COMEDY CLUB 

Hiring Servers, Door, 
Bar & Telemarketers

Call 345-4584 
for interview

must fill out a graduation application, which 
must be turned in by Feb. 14 to the Registrar’s 
office.

“Don’t wait until the last minute,” Kuhl
man said.

Charisse Williams, undergraduate cur
riculum coordinator and student adviser for 
the College of Business Administration, said 
the graduation requirements are the same for 
business students.

“Seniors and juniors should make sure 
that their transfer credits have carried over,” 
Williams said. “A lot of times students don’t 
even realize that they haven’t gotten credit yet 
for a class they took two years ago.”

Both Williams and Kuhlman strongly 
encourage seniors to make sure they have gone 
through their senior check in order to avoid 
any surprises that might prevent graduation. 
The check is a short appointment to go over a 
student’s transcripts to make sure all gradua

tion requirements have been met.
The College of Nursing handles things 

differently.
“We try to help students build a strong 

foundation, like building a house,” said Linda 
Lazure, associate dean for Student Affairs and 
associate professor in the School of Nursing. 
“You have to start with certain steps and work 
your way up.”

Nursing students start their freshman 
year with a set track they have to follow in 
order to complete the program. If a nursing 
student receives less than a C grade in a course, 
it must be taken again. If that happens twice, 
the student is asked to leave the program.

“For seniors, graduating should not be an 
issue,” Lazure said. “It’s deciding what track 
to follow afterward that our students are more 
worried about.”

I Boat dealer Sale!
The Serious Boat Buyer’s Show!

February 11, 12, ^13, 2005 
Omaha Civic Auditorium

Fri. 3-8pm ♦ Sat. 10am-8pm ♦ Sun. 12-5pm

SPRING BREAK/MEXICO

From $499

Reps go free! 

Interested, call 1-800-366-4786 

www.mazexp.com

STSTRAVEL.COM

1 -800-648-4849 / www.ststravel.com

TRAVEL 
SERVICES

Sell Rips, Earn Cash 
& Travel Free

Join Amelia's #1 Student Tour Operator 

CANCUN 
ACAPULCO 

JAMAICA 
BAHAMAS 

FLORIDA

You'll Love Our Prices!
Advertise in this amount of space for only $775. 
Reach over 400,000 Nebraska households!
Contact your local newspaper for more information or call 
1-800-369-2850.

•Statewide coverage for less than $4.40 per publication. Regional ads also 
available in Central, Northeast, Southeast or Western Nebraska.

Nebraska 2x? Display Ad Network

Open your HEART and HOME 
to a ohKd today!

BECOME A FOSTER 
OR ADOPTIVE PARENT 
CALL 1-800-7-PARENT

Nebraska Health and Human Services System
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Ballgames bookend full 
Founders Week calendar
■ Tuesdays convocation and Fireside Chat are two of the 

highlights of the annual weeklong celebration.
By BREANE STRYKER 

Reporter
On Sept. 2, 1878, Creighton was 

little more than a secondary school in 
the middle of a vast prairie. Next week, 
the university will celebrate its founders, 
their vision and the great community 
that Creighton has become.

Founders Week is an annual cel
ebration of early and current leaders.

“It is a time to remember and reflect 
on Creighton’s founders, the present and 
Creighton’s future,” said Patricia Perry, a 
public relations specialist at Creighton.

The celebration commemorates the 
98th anniversary of the death of John A. 

, Creighton on Feb. 7,1907. John Creighton 
chose and purchased the original piece of 
land upon which the school was built.

Most of the celebration takes place 
from Saturday Feb. 5 to Friday Feb. 11. 
The final event is a women’s basketball 
game at the Omaha Civic Auditorium 
on Friday, Feb. 18. It was added to the 
Founders Week schedule because the 
team is out of town during most of the 
weekend celebration. The Founders 
Week committee wanted the women to 
be as much a part of the celebration as 
the men’s team,.who will be playing two 
games over the course of the week.

An alumni Mass is scheduled for 
5 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 5, at the Qwest 
Center Omaha, after which will follow an 
alumni Get Blue pregame event to help 
returning alumni get into the Bluejay 
spirit before they watch the men’s team 
play Southwest Missouri State at 8:05 
p.m. The pregame event is sponsored by 
the Alumni Relations office and takes 
place from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Peter Kiewit 
Grand Ballroom at the Qwest Center. 
Faculty and staff can get a coupon from 
Creighton’s Public Relations office good 
for two free tickets to either a men’s or 
women’s basketball game.

“We want to get the alumni back to 
being students, so everyone can cheer as a 
big group,” said Heidi Blissenbach, Busi
ness junior and of Creighton Students 
Union president.

On Sunday, Feb. 6, the Founders 
Week Mass will kick off the events at 
10:30 a.m. in St. John’s Church. Dur
ing Mass, the St. Ignatius Award will be 
awarded to a Creighton employee “who

attempts to live out the spirituality and 
mission of St. Ignatius and his followers,” 
according to the Deglman Center for Ig- 
natian Spirituality.

This year the awards will go to 
Teresa Lynch, director of the Institute 
for Latin American Concern, and Dr. 
Cecile Marie Zielinski, Associate Dean 
for Graduate Medical Education and As
sociate Professor in the Department of 
Surgery at Creighton University School 
of Medicine.

A new Founders Week event, “Faiths 
That Do Justice,” will take place on Mon
day. The new event, which is sponsored 
by the Jewish Student Association, the 
Native American Association and the 
Protestant Student Association will take 
place at 6 p.m. on the Kiewit Fitness Cen
ter track.

“ ‘Faiths That Do Justice’ is a wacky 
relay race between Creighton students 
and nominated faculty and staff mem
bers” said Michael Heller, Arts & Sciences 
sophomore and member of the Protestant 
Student Association.

Throughout the rest of this week, 
students will be able to nominate the 
faculty members they want to see run in 
the races on Monday. Nomination forms 
and buckets to place nominations in are 
available at every residence hall front 
desk and in the Campus Ministry office. 
Each student is asked to donate money 
to support a faculty or staff member. All 
donations will go to the tsunami relief 
fund. The six faculty members with the 
most donations will be chosen to compete 
in the race. These faculty members will 
be competing with students representing 
various departments on campus includ
ing CSU, Residence Life and the Athletic 
Department. Students will also be able 
to donate the night of the event.

On Tuesday, the Rev. John P. Schegel, 
S.J., university president, will hold his 
annual President’s Convocation at 4 p.m. 
in St. John’s Church. This “State of the 
University” address is open to faculty 
members only.

Students will have their chance to 
communicate with Schlegel and Blis
senbach during the President’s Fireside 
Chat, which will take place Tuesday at 8 
p.m. in the Skutt Student Center Fireplace 
Lounge. The event will be presided by

Schlegel and is organized in a question- 
and-answer format. • The semiannual 
event is for students and is usually the 
time when Schlegel makes important an
nouncements concerning the university.

Blissenbach thinks the Fireside 
Chat is an especially important event for 
students to consider attending because it 
is a rare opportunity for students to ask 
Schlegel any questions about Creighton.

Founders Week events continue on 
Thursday. At 11:30 a.m., the Mary Lu
cretia Creighton Awards Luncheon will 
take place in the Skutt Student Center 
Ballroom. This year the award, which is 
sponsored by the All-University Com
mittee on the Status of Women, will go to 
Jamie Wewel, business senior.

The award is given to “an outstand
ing graduating female student who has 
served as a tremendous example for the 
entire Creighton community as a scholar, 
as a woman for others and as a leader on 
our campus,” according to the Depart
ment of Residence Life Web site.

The luncheon is open to students and 
costs $13 a person. CSU also is putting on 
Founders Feast in the Skutt Student Cen
ter Ballroom between 4:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
The meal will be free and entertainment 
will be provided by a number of student 
performers. Additional performances 
will take place later in the evening at Java 
Joint, in the Java Jay, at 9 p.m.

The final event of Founders Week is 
women’s basketball on Friday, Feb. 18.

Additional events can be found more 
information on the Founders Week Web 
site, www.creighton.edu/foundersweek.

■ Although Founders Week has tradi
tionally been more for the alumni of the 
university, Blissenbach stressed that stu
dents are welcome at many of the events.

“Because we [as students] shape 
Creighton everyday, the week celebrates 
both past and future founders,” Blissen
bach said. “Students are welcome; they’re 
an integral part of the University.”

Graphic by Kathryn Brady

Creighton University Founders Week

FEBRUARY 5
5 p.m. Alumni Mass — Qwest Center 

Omaha
6-8 p.m. Alumni Get Blue Pregame Event 

Qwest Center Omaha
8:05 p.m. Creighton Men’s Basketball vs.

Southwest Missouri State

FEBRUARY 6
10:30 a.m. Founders Week Mass

St.John's Church
FEBRUARY 7

3:30 p.m. Leadership Recognition Day 
Skutt Student Center Ballroom

FEBRUARY 8 .
11:30 a.m. 19th Annual Arts and Sciences 

Faculty Awards Luncheon 
Skutt Student Center Ballroom

4 p.m. President's Convocation 
St. John's Church

5 p.m. Convocation Reception
Student Center Ballroom

8 p.m. President's Fireside Chat 
Skutt Student Center Fireplace

FEBRUARY 9
12:30 p.m. College of Business

Administration Colloquium and 
Luncheon — Skutt Student Center 
Room 105

7:05 p.m. Creighton Men's Basketball vs.
Northern Iowa

FEBRUARY 10

11:30 a.m. Mary Lucretia Creighton Awards 
Luncheon — Skutt Student Center

4:30-7p.m. Founders Feast for Students 
Skutt Student Center

7:30 p.m. 25th Annual Henri Renard Lecture 
Union Pacific Room

9 p.m. Java Joint — Java Jay

FEBRUARY 11

10:30 a.m.- Nursing — A Personal Journey
1:30 p.m. Lower St. John's Church
11:30 a.m. Graybackers Luncheon

Skutt Student Center Ballroom

FEBRUARY 18
7:05 p.m. Creighton Women's Basketball vs. 

Wichita State

Save Up for a Better
Spring Break: \

ZLB Plasma Services
can help you get where you want to go for Spring Break. 

When you donate plasma at ZLB Plasma Services, you earn extra 

income. We pay you generous rewards each time you donate so it 

won't be long before you'll have enough for a memorable Spring 

Getaway. Also, there's the great feeling you get knowing your 

plasma donation is used to develop products that save lives.

Feeling warmer already, right?

ZLB BioServices, INC
(dba ZLB Plasma Services) 
3939 Leavenworth Street 

Omaha, NE 68105 
(402) 345-1477

www.zl bp I asma.com

METH 
HURTS

. If you have immediate 
/safety concerns, contact .
Jocal law'enforcement. ' ., 

' You have the - : 

to protect a child! 
/NtBKASKA I 11A\I PiT AND <' 
I Ii .man Services..System'

Experiencing an
unplanned

pregnancy®
No matter your situation, if you’re experiencing an 
unplanned pregnancy, you have choices to make. 
The Nebraska. Children’s Home Society can help 
you make the best decisions for you and your 
baby - without obligations or fees.
To speak with us confidentially, please contact us.

Birth Parent Hotline: (800) 390.6754

(402) 451.0787
3549 Fontenelle Blvd

4939 South 118th Street

www.nchs.org
Omaha, NE 68104
Omaha, NE 68137

A private, statewide, non-profit child placing agency.
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Students march for right to life in D.C.
By CATHERINE 

MONAHAN
Reporter

This year when tens of thou
sands of protesters marched down 
Constitution Avenue toward the 
Supreme Court in the name of life, 
Creighton was with them.

A group of 22 Creighton stu
dents and one professor participated 
in the 32nd annual March For Life 
Jan. 25 in Washington, D.C. The 
anti-abortion march involves a mass 
procession from the Washington 
Monument to Capitol Hill and the 
Supreme Court. It is held every year 
on the anniversary of Roe v. Wade, 
the 1973 Supreme Court decision 
that legalized abortion in the United 
States.

This is the first year Creighton 
has sent an official group to the 
march. Many of the students who 
attended are members of Creighton 
Students For Life, the university’s 
CSU-sponsored pro-life organiza
tion. Dr. Ed DeSimone, Pharmacy 
professor and CSFL’s faculty mod
erator, accompanied the group.

“We had a great variety of stu
dents on the trip,” said Sara Weeder, 
first-year Pharmacy student and the 
trip’s organizer.

Weeder was joined by a large 
group of students from varied ma
jors and backgrounds.

The group, which flew to Wash
ington, D.C., Jan. 21, chose to ar
rive early in order to participate in 
the other political and educational 
events during the weekend.

In addition to touring the sites 
of Washington, D.C., Creighton stu
dents attended a Jan. 22 prayer ser-

Members of Creighton Students for Life traveled to Washington, D.C., to participate in the March For Life 
on Jan 25. An estimated 100,000 people attended the annual protest against the Roe v. Wade decision.

vice at Planned Parenthood on Capi
tol Hill. The event was sponsored by 
Rock for Life, an organization that 
communicates its anti-abortion mes
sage to young people through music 
and ministry.

“It was totally peaceful,” Weeder 
said. “There was not arguing or yell
ing.”

The group attended a confer
ence at Georgetown University on 
Jan. 23 that featured speeches from 
the presidents of Feminists for Life 
and Democrats for Life. That eve
ning, 2,000 people gathered for a 
vigil at the National Basilica.

Monday morning, Creighton 
students from Omaha had the op
portunity to meet and talk with Sen. 
Chuck Hagel and Rep. Lee Terry. The 
group discussed current abortion 
legislation and plans for the future.

“Meeting with political leaders 
was one of the highlights of the trip,” 
Weeder said. “It’s important to be 
involved at the political level. It was a 
real learning experience.”

Monday afternoon’s march be
gan with a rally at the Washington 
Monument where Norma McCor- 
vey, the woman behind Roe v. Wade, 
spoke about her change of heart and 

her anti-abortion activism. President 
Bush addressed the marchers via 
phone, reiterating his support for the 
cause and his desire to see further 
anti-abortion legislation passed.

Another feature at the rally was 
Silent No More, a group of women 
who have had abortions and choose 
to speak out against it. Dr. Alveda 
King, niece of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., spoke as a representative of 
the group.

“That’s one thing that really 
stuck out to us all,” Weeder said. “It 
was so moving to not only hear them 
speak but to be able to talk with these 

women face-to-face.”
After the rally, the march pro

gressed from the monument to the 
Supreme Court. The entire walk took 
about two hours.

The march, which began in 1974 
with 20,000 participants, has grown 
significantly over the years. This year 
100,000 people were estimated to be 
in attendance.

Erin Blaha, Nursing freshman 
and two-year veteran of the march, 
noticed a difference in the general 
attitude this year.

“I’ve gone for the past two years 
with my high school, and this year 
seemed a lot more optimistic,” Blaha 
said. “Everyone felt like we were ac
tually going to do this.”

In addition to sponsoring 
Creighton’s participation in the 
March for Life, CSFL’s goal is to in
stigate education and awareness on a 
variety of life issues including stem 
cell research and euthanasia.

“Were not just against abor
tion,” Weeder said. “We support life 
in a much broader sense.”

CSFL, which consists of about 
30 members, hopes to continue its 
role on campus by educating stu
dents on the many resources avail
able to pregnant women.

“Students need to know that 
there are many supportive alterna
tives,” Weeder said.

Weeder deems Creighton’s first 
trip to Washington, D.C., a success.

. “Taking students to the march 
has been a goal of mine since my 
freshman year here,” Weeder said. 
“I knew something needed to be 
done.”

SPECIAL PRE-GROUNDBREAKING PRICES ARE SJILL AVAILABLE!

LUXURIOUS TOWNHOMES STILL REAAAIN

-PIA -C E

Sales & Markeang by:

Garrison Partners 
Consulting

Omaha's riverfront is in the midst of a renaissance 

and Riverfront Place is at the heart of it.

From the tower or the townhomes, you will see the 

magnificent Missouri River and the twinkling lights 

of downtown as you've never .seen them before. 

These gracious, one-of-a-kind homes feature spacious 

floorplans, large terraces or balconies, kitchens 

adorned with granite, cherry or maple, and elegant 

master suites. Community amenities include front

desk concierge services, a 24-hour fitness center 

and generous heated parking and storage. All 

this with the convenience of living downtown. 

Please visit us today.

See Sales Center Representative for 

Pre-Groundbreaking Incentives!

Soles Center located at 
101 South 10th Street Suite 100

Omaha, NE 68102
402.39Z4837
www.RiverfrontPlace.com

Sales Center Open 
Saturday - Wednesday 10am - 5pm 

Closed Thursday and Friday
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Guthrie’s icons layer Lied with detail
By MICKFORGEY 

■ Scene Editor
The new gallery show by Associate Profes

sor of Journalism and Mass Communications 
Tim Guthrie cannot be summed in a single 
phrase like “sculpture” or “somber.” The show, 
“RE: Visitations {Part V ~ In Multiples},” has 
about 710 pieces, for crying out loud.

What I can tell you about the gallery in 
the Lied Education Center for the Arts, and 
what Guthrie told me, is that you will get out of 
it what you put in. It should not be a surprise 
that Guthrie, who teaches graphic design and 
visual communications, has produced an ex
hibit that emphasizes content, which dictates 
unique design and is enhanced by audience 
interaction.

Guthrie’s gallery pieces do not adhere to 
a particular medium. He incorporates ceram
ics, digital imagery and personal relics into 
his massive collection of icons, shrines and 
altar pieces, which feature biographical 
information, random life mo
ments and...eh, never mind, 
they can’t be summed up. 
Summing up only works 
when dealing with two- 
digit figures.

The gallery 
feels like a col
lection of per
sonal snapshots, 
borrowed from 
people’s brains 
and attics, alike. 
Guthrie achieves 
this effect with 
“Wall of Icons,” 

collection of 
about 650 5-by-8 
inch icons, digital 
images of per
sonal and vintage 
photos, framed in 
etched clay with a 
wooden texture..'.

A signature 
element of each 
piece is the inclu
sion of a personal 
item sealed in resin 
at the bottom of the 
icon like a fossil. Guthrie’s recruited subjects 
provide their own personal items for the icons, 

— I asked. The 
idea is that gallery 
visitors view each 

multilayered piece

which include everything from sy
ringes to toy monkeys. Many have 
surprising content. For instance, one 
icon features a digitally retouched 
photo of a soldier looking through 
the Berlin Wall; an actual piece of 
the wall is sealed inside the icon’s 
lower half.

Guthrie uses the format of 
icons, shrines and altarpieces to 
imply a level of significance that en
courages viewers to give the items a 
second look.

“Devotional imagery serves 
functions that can be summarized 
in three words: instruction, venera
tion and remembrance, all of which 
are important to my work,” Guthrie 
said. “This format serves as biog
raphy, time capsule and reliquary, 

where the ultimate goal is to pay
homage to the subject.”

Beyond that ap
proach, there is no 

overarching story 
or theme link
ing the pieces.

Trust me

to the extent that 
they wish.

“Some of the 
portraits addition
ally become interac
tive exploratory bi
ographies about the 
subjects, in addition 
to static visual inter
pretations of them,’ 
Guthrie said.

Ideas of venera
tion and interactivity 
are evident in the gal
lery altarpieces.

“The Fall of 
Fredric/arus” is one 
such piece. Shaped like

a refrigerator, the altar 
opens up to reveal hom

age to a beloved Nevada high school teacher 
named Fredric Colip, who died in a skydiving

Photo by Angie Zegers
Tim Guthrie, associate professor of Journalism and Mass Communications, sets up the pieces for 
his exhibit, "RE: Visitations {Part V ~ In Multiples}." An artist's reception is set for Feb. 9.

accident. After extensive interviews with fam
ily and friends, Guthrie constructed the piece. 
It features a cast of Colip’s actual refrigerator 
magnets, digitally imposed letters between 
Colip and his wife, and cake-baking items, one 
of Colip’s favorite pastimes.

Numerous other relics and personal info 
can be discovered upon further examination of 
the altarpieces, especially with “Dwelling and 
Recall,” a dollhouse-like structure that hides a 
great deal in its movable drawers.

“The more time spent with these pieces, 
the more personal and rewarding is the infor
mation that is eventually discovered,” Guthrie 
said.

In addition to the icons and altarpieces, 
Guthrie’s gallery also includes a 100-piece set 
entitled “Cast a Collective Blind Eye (w/Ca- 
nary).” Another form of mixed media, Guthrie 
combines digital images with encaustics, a wax 
layer mixed with paint, to create a series of por
traits. The portraits’ subjects include Creighton 
faculty and students, with one or two other 
newsworthy individuals.

For a deeper understanding of Guthrie’s 
construction and thought process, check out 

the fully interactive kiosk on the second floor of 
the Skutt Student Center. It features Guthrie’s 
commentary, slides of the intricate construc
tion of the icons and altarpieces, and provides 
clues for those interested in some of the works’ 
meanings. '

The gallery, “RE: Visitations {Part V ~ In 
Multiples},” is open through Saturday, March 
4, in the Lied Center. Hours are 1 to 4 p.m. 
daily. A reception” for Guthrie will be held 
Wednesday, Feb. 9, from 6 to 9 p.m.

Tim S. Guthrie 
RE: Visitations 

{Part V ~ In Multiples}

On display in the Lied Art Gallery 
now through Saturday, March 4. 

Artist's reception on 
Wednesday, Feb. 9,6 to 9 p.m. 

Gallery hours are 1 to 4 p.m. daily.

Benson blooms with business
By ANGIE ODORISIO 

Reporter
Entrepreneur Bill Graves was searching for 

the ideal location in Omaha to open his Span
ish tapas bar, Espana. 
He looked at property 
in west Omaha and in 
the Old Market district 
before selecting the 
location at 6064 Maple 
St. in the heart of down
town Benson.

Espana is among 
the eclectic collection 
of shops in the historic 
business district of this 
north-central neighbor
hood.

“Rent is very expensive downtown, and 
parking is terrible,” Graves said. “Benson has 
such unique character.”

Visitors strolling down Maple Street be
tween 60th and 65th streets can try on shoes, 
curl up with a good book, enjoy fresh baked 
goods, shop for records, look through racks of 
vintage clothing, get a tattoo and cap off the 
day with dinner and cocktails. Benson is be
ing revitalized, and people are taking notice. 
Downtown Benson offers visitors a similar but 
more modest experience than the Old Market 
— minus the crowds.

Glass artist Anne Nye has called Benson 
home for the past four years. She is the co
owner of Blue Pomegranate Studio, a gallery 
that sells original works of art by local artists.

“Benson has a different flavor than the

“With the addition of more restau
rants and clubs, we will attract more 
visitors. There is so much raw and 
untapped potential [in Benson].”

Bill Graves, 
Owner, Espana

Old Market,” Nye said. “People walk from shop 
to shop browsing. You don’t find that here, at 
least not yet, but merchants are excited about 
the potential.”

Benson 
has grown 
from its hum
ble beginnings 
into a bustling 
community. 
According to 
the Benson 
Neighborhood 
Association, 
the town of 
Benson was 
founded by 

Erasmus Benson, a land speculator. In March 
of 1887, he platted an area north of Maple 
Street and west of 60th Street and named it 
Benson Place.

Omaha annexed Benson in 1917. Some 
businesses in the downtown district have had 
their doors open for over a half-century and 
are staples in the community; however, many 
new shops’ are joining the Benson family.

Sam Hankins, Arts & Sciences senior, 
first visited Benson last February. She dined 
at Espana and enjoyed authentic Spanish appe
tizer-sized dishes. Hankins learned of Espana, 
which opened in June of 2003, from an article 
in “The Reader.”

“I love Benson,” Hankins said. “It has an 
old-fashioned, small-town feel.”

Graves estimates that after five to 10 more 
years of continued growth, Benson will be an

Photo by Sarah Brandon
Patrons Chris Kozioi and Emily Olsen enjoy stacked entrees at Espana, one of many new 
businesses in Benson. Espana has gained popularity in Omaha by word of mouth.

entertainment destination similar to the Old 
Market or Dundee.

“Benson is centrally located and has more 
space to expand than in downtown,” Graves 
said. “With the addition of more restaurants 
and clubs, we will attract more visitors. There 
is so much raw and untapped potential here.”

Corrections
The "Dead Man Walking" items in the 
Jan. 28 issue, contained these errors: 
•The photo was taken by Mark 
Romesser, courtesy of Rick Davis in 
Creighton's Public Relations office. 
•The number in the graphic for res
ervations, 280-2498, is only for group 
rates. The number for individual rates 
is 280-1448.
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Genocide story brings 
horrors, hope to screen
■ REVIEW: 
“Hotel Rwanda”

By KELLI MUTCHLER 
Assistant Scene Editor

The guests at “Hotel Rwanda” have 
no luggage or money. All they have is fear 
■and a common strength to endure hell.

Based on the true story of a people’s 
survival and a nation’s. genocide, this 
Academy Award-nominated film is one 
of the most amazing and haunting films 
produced this decade.

The manager of the hotel, Paul Rus- 
esabagina, is an ordinary man. If the film 
did hot set him up as the hero, his char
acter would not instantly distinguish him 
for courageous deeds.

Yet it is the normality of Rusesaba- 
gina’s behavior and attitude that creates a 
savior out of a hotel manager. Don Chea
dle, who also starred in “Ocean’s Eleven,” 
portrays both the manager and a father 
whose decisions save a family and a piece 
ofhistory.

As the film opens, Rusesabagina and 
a hotel assistant are caught in an angry 
parade of shouting Hutus, the ethnic ma
jority group of Rwanda. Through verbal 
insults flung at the two men, viewers are 
introduced to a decades-old conflict that 
culminates in 100 days of civil war.

Though the Tutsis were the favored 
ethnic group while the country was under 
Belgian colonial rule, independence found 
the Hutus in control of the government. 
In 1994, when the movie takes place, rebel 
Tutsi factions are fighting to regain power. 
The city of Kigali has erupted in fear and 
hatred that cloud out humanity as each 
side tries to annihilate the other.

When government soldiers force 
neighborhood refugees out of their homes, 
fear chases the Rusesabagina family and 
Tutsi neighbors to the hotel. After West

ern intervention forces leave, taking the 
hotel’s white diplomats and their pets with 
them, a frustrated U.N. peacekeeping sol
dier explains that no more than three men 
can remain to protect the hotel’s frightened 
refugees. Rusesabagina is torn between his 
desire to flee with his family and his wish to 
stay to help the refugees staring at him with 
begging eyes.

Over 1,000 Kigali citizens have sought 
shelter in the hotel when the U.N. soldier 
tries to explain why they are being aban
doned by humanity, “You are dirt; you are 
swine; you’re not even black, you’re Afri
can.”

Thus, in a very real drama, Rusesaba
gina and the Tutsis must outlast fear and 
death by bribing the Hutu militia with 
beer, drawing onevery personal connection 
made in times of peace and making plans 
of farewell should they wake up .with guns 
pressed to their heads.

It is with tears in his eyes that Rusesaba
gina asks his wife to take their children by 
the hand and leap off the hotel roof should 
Hutu killers ever arrive. Even with fear of 

death constantly echoing in the night, it is 
the courage and determined strength of 
Rusesabagina that will save them all.

In one of the most pressing lines of the 
film, Rusesabagina instructs them to con
tact any foreign political or media connec
tions that may draw attention to the situ
ation: “Tell them what is happening here, 
and when you tell them, tell them like you 
are reaching your hand through the phone 
for theirs, and when you go to say goodbye, 
let them know that if they let go of your 
hand, you will die.”

Though “Hotel Rwanda” avoids un
necessary amounts of gruesome, machete
swinging violence, it is the implied reality 
of the bloodshed that stings the viewer.

In one searing scene, children’s voices 
chant happily to threatening drumbeats as 
small Tutsi orphans are ripped from the 
arms of white nuns being evacuated by the 
so-called intervention forces. Hundreds 
of young faces stand sobbing in the rain 
as their only hope and home is removed. If 
nothing else in the movie makes viewers cry 
and ask “Why did this happen?”, this scene 
will.

No camera captures the slaughter of 
hundreds of Tutsis, but when Rusesabagina 
stumbles upon miles of dead bodies by a 
misty riverbed, no blood is needed to con
vey the absolute horror of this genocide.

The Rwandan genocide of the early ‘90s 
is a fact. The Western decision to remain 
uninvolved is a fact. For this reason, the 
film brings to light a history' of unbelievable 
hope and horror that should be seen.

The stark reality of “Hotel Rwanda” is 
for witnessing, not for reading. If you get 
the chance to see the film, then in the words 
of the American journalist played by Joa
quin Phoenix, you will not read this review 
“.. .and think ‘what a horrible tragedy,’ then 
go on eating your dinner...”

Do not miss it to avoid tears. You will 
not be the only one crying. The film’s power 
should be recognized instead of avoided.

Whdt to do 
& Whores

Friday; Feb. 4th
New Movies: "The Boogey- 
man," "The Wedding Date" 

,Z (at all theaters). /• ? r

ft Dundee Theatre: "Life of 
.Brian" Friday and Saturday

Q at midnight.

Mars Black, Jamazz and 
Thoughtless Poets at the Sokol 
Underground, 9 p.m. $7 .

OTEP, American Head Charge, 
Candiria and The Autumn
Offering at the Ranch Bowl, 
8:30p.m.$T7 s r

Wednesday/ Feb/
Secret Machines, Moving 
Units and Autdux at the Ranch
Bowl, 8:30 p.m.$13 r

Thursday Feb. 10th
Student Performer at Java Joint, 
9 p.m. Free •

Graphic by Daisy Bonham-Carter

How to survive Super Bowl
By MATT VANEPPS

Assistant Scene Editor
Super Bowl Sunday. Some would consider 

it a national holiday, while others dread it more 
than tax day.

I am a football fan, and I love the Super 
Bowl; but I have been to plenty of Super Bowl 
parties where not everybody has shared my 
sentiments. So to appease the gridiron-hating 
contingent of the Creighton community, here 
are some positive aspects of the Big Game on 
Sunday.

First of all, there are several ways to keep 
yourself entertained while watching the game.

That’s right, you can watch the game 
without actually paying attention to the foot
ball. You can invent interactive party games 
that bring you right into the action. I find the 
commentators to be particularly amusing, and 
there is nothing more satisfying than mocking 
what they do for a living.

For example, you can count how many 
times they equate the football players to “he
roes,” “warriors” or anything other than what 
they really are — sweaty guys in tight pants.

Another possibility is paying attention to 
how often the announcers refer to the Patriots 
with words like “dynasty” or “destiny.” If you 
catch those two words in the same sentence, 
you get 500 bonus points.

Finally, the most rewarding part of con
centrating on the announcers is listening to 
the absolutely idiotic things they say.

John Madden and Dan Fouts are famous 
for being notoriously redundant, saying things 
like “I think both teams really want to win this 
one.” Sports columnist David Whitley, from 
the Orlando Sentinel, actually wrote, “It’s re
ally pretty simple: In the previous XXXVI 
Super Bowls, the team that scored the most

Super Bowl XXXIX

Alltel Stadium - Jacksonville, Fla.

Sunday, Feb. 6, at 5:30.p.m. on
FOX.

New England Patriots
vs. Philadelphia Eagles

points won.”
Whitley has no excuses for his idiocy. He 

was not even speaking live on the air; he wrote 
it in the newspaper.

A second way to stay entertained is to take 
little wagers. (I am not condoning gambling 
with money; I am talking about Skittles, Com
bos, Bugles or even Mike and Ikes.) You can 
impress your friends by predicting which team 
will score first or how many total penalties will 
occur.

Also, you can try stumping your buddies 
with a little Super Bowl trivia. Who conducted 
the coin toss at Super Bowl XXVII? (O.J. 
Simpson.) If that is too heavy on football, try 
to predict which company’s commercial airs 
first or the total amount of money spent on all 
the advertising for the night. (Hint: Some of 
this year’s commercials include spots by Pizza 
Hut, Budweiser, Cialis, Degree for Men and 

first-timer Volvo.)
The time when almost everyone can agree 

to watch the tube is during the halftime show. 
This year’s entertainment, I mean, the Ameri- 
quest Mortgage Super Bowl XXXIX Halftime 
Show, offers no risk of controversy as it features 
Paul McCartney. While McCartney is a tame 
alternative to Janet Jackson, is this the right au
dience? The last time I checked, the prime de
mographics for the Super Bowl included males 
from ages 18 to 40, most of whom are surging 
with adrenaline. I cannot imagine a Beatleap
pealing to men’s instincts of bloodlust, but that 
is show business for you.

Now for those who absolutely refuse 
to watch any of the game or any of the com
mercials, I have no idea why you would go to 
the party in the first place, but I do have some 
ideas.

Food is obviously present at these events, 
so I suggest getting creative with your din
ing habits for the evening. These get-togeth
ers inevitably have chips, dip, salsa, cocktail 
weenies in that mysterious sauce, veggies and 
soda. This stuff gets a little boring, so why not 
get creative and artistic? I do not want to give 
away all my good ideas, but when Easy Cheese 
is involved, you cannot really go wrong.

If you are really getting frustrated by the 
antics of the game and you want to leave im
mediately, I suggest bringing a yellow flag and 
a whistle to the party. As soon as you are fed 
up or annoyed, blow the whistle and throw the 
flag at the offender. Eventually, he will get the 
point.

As for me, I have to work in the Skutt 
Student Center Sunday night. My plans are ru
ined, so just try to enjoy it for my sake, please? 
It is a privilege, so do not abuse it.
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Weighing in on potential smoking bans
FAVORS 

BAN
Andrew Spaulding

Assistant
Commentary Editor

Mayor Mike Fahey’s rejection of a partial 
smoking ban and the city council’s inability 
to override his veto are just more examples of 
politicians halting progress toward possible 
health improvements for the city of Omaha.

The city council initially passed the partial 
ban in public places (with the exception of 
stand-alone bars, veterans halls and places with 
Keno licenses) with a 4-3 vote. Fahey, however, 
wanted a full-fledged ban or no legislation 
prohibiting smoking at all. He vetoed the partial 
ban Monday. Tuesday the city council tried to 
overturn his veto but fell one vote short of the 
five needed to do so. The three members of the 
council who refused to push the partial ban 
past Fahey’s rejection of the bill were those who 
initially voted against it.

The city councilmen came close to getting 
the job done. Passing the partial ban was an 
important step in working to improve Omaha’s 
health and sanitation. Unfortunately, in its 
attempt to foil Fahey’s veto, the council came to 
the same 4-3 decision with which it passed the 
bilL

Fahey’s determination to ban smoking in 
all public places is commended only by those 
who have a strong conviction against smoking, 
the utmost fears of health problems or any 
annoyances with secondhand smoke. While 
these people are entitled to their opinions and 
worries, a partial smoking ban is definitely fairer 

than a full smoking ban and would still result 
in better health and sanitation conditions in 
public establishments. Now, however, there’s no 
ban at all, and the prospect of a cleaner, more 
smoke-free Omaha has been jeopardized.

What we have here is a battle between 
stubborn legislators and the more moderate 
legislators who were willing to find a balance 
between no ban and a total ban. The overall 
objective was the same: to reduce health and 
sanitation problems in the city by reducing the 
amount of smoking permitted in public places.

Barring smoking in some places, 
especially restaurants, is a good idea. Smokers 
need to realize that their habits are hazardous 
to others’ health, not just their own. Those who 
don’t smoke should not have to be bothered 
with it every time they go out to eat or have 
a few drinks. Smokers should have every right 
to smoke in private places and maybe in some 
well-ventilated public places. But in places 
where smoking affects the well being of others, 
as it does and always will, changes need to be 
made.

The partial smoking ban was an attempt at 
change. It’s too bad the city dropped the ball in 
putting out the butts.

AGAINST 
BAN

Kristie Lukasik 
Commentary Editor

A partial smoking ban was passed by the 
city council last week in which smokers were 
allowed to smoke only in bars without a kitchen' 
or establishments that have Keno as part of their 
entertainment. Fortunately, Mayor Mike Fahey 
vetoed the ban. Unfortunately, he vetoed it in 
favor of a future total ban.

For the time being, smokers are free to 
smoke- in their little, designated rooms in 
restaurants, bars and casinos. Fellow smokers, I 
urge you to take this time to enjoy your smoking 
privileges because our days of indoor smoking 
are about to be over.

Many smokers were upset when they 
discovered they might not be able to smoke in

Quick Facts About Smoking
• From 1995-1999, over 440,000 people died each year from 
smoking-related causes.
* In 2002, an estimated 45.8 million adults age 18-24 were 
currently smoking.
* Most smoking attributed deaths were from lung cancer, 
coronary heart disease and chronic airway obstruction.
• 400 billion cigarettes were consumed in 2003.
• Of all adults, 25.2 percent of males and 20 percent of females 
currently smoke.

Provided by the American Lung Association, 2004

Graphic by Daisy Bonham-Carter 

their favorite establishments anymore, but 
even more important than that is the effect the 
ban would have on many restaurant and bar 
owners.

In Lincoln, many owners are feeling the 
repercussions of that city’s ban. In fact, as a 
result of the ban, business is down in some 
places by up to 30 percent. As a result, some 
establishments have had to cut down on 
employees and scheduled hours.

As a result of the rule, one pool hall is now 
closed on Sundays due to a lack of customers. 
While some establishments are losing 
customers, other establishments in Lincoln’s 
suburbs, are reaping the benefits because they 
allow smoking in their establishments.

I understand there are many health 
concerns related to smoking and secondhand 
smoke, but smoking itself is not illegal. I, as 
well as others, should be able to smoke my 
little cancer sticks wherever I choose. I am 
well aware of the detrimental health effects 
that smoking has on my body; no one needs 
to tell me. Please remember that you can 
buy cigarettes anywhere, and as far as I am 
concerned, if we are worried about the air we 
are breathing, maybe we also need to look into 
vehicle emission testing for Nebraska.

Had the law actually gone into effect, it 
would have taken out one of Omaha’s greatest 
establishments, The Donut Stop. Can you 
honestly envision a world where you walk into 
The Donut Stop and are no longer attacked by 
a cloud of smoke? Instead of walking out and 
being able to label your new smell as doughnut 
“stuff” mixed with cigarette, you would now 
only smell like that doughnut “stuff?’ The 
bathroom plastered with pictures of kittens 
and the Frederick Douglass look-alike security 
guard who sleeps in the comer may someday 
be all that is left of this beloved cafe. I mean, 
after all, when you walk into The Donut Stop 
almost 75 percent of the clientele are smokers.

JOHN R SCHUSTER
EKaafef® ccwdi, jpacfcw and cirtfwr

TO REGISTER:

Answering Your Call Theta Phi Alpha 
Welcomes:

Thursday, February 17,2005
Eppley Business Administration Building 
Room 310 • 6:00-9:00 m « food served 
A Workshop for Creighton Students

Answering 
Your Call

Stop by 
Business Administration 
Room 212 or contact 
Cwdoner, 280*3687 

cardk>nerOcreightan.edv

/ohnbcaVrorksd 

wih companies 
such as Hadley

Blazek, Megan 
Bodnar, Kristin 
Crnic, Lisa 
Davis, Lilia 
Duncan, Heather 
Fassbender, Elizabeth 
Frauendorfer, Abbey 
Glow, Kate 
Gonzales, Joey 
Goodrich, Marisa 
Grawe, Sarah 
Grusecki, Katy 
Hennings, Erin 
Hurley, Lou (Elizabeth) 
Hvass, Claire 
Jansen, Kate 
Kenny, Elizabeth 
Kipping, Ashley 
Knott, Beth
Korus, Brittany

Lappe, Lauren 
Lawerence, Kelly 
Leahy, Fallon 
Lesiak, Angie 
Meade, Kelly 
Monaco, Jenille 
Narzisi, Annie 
Navarro, Kacey 
Olson, Jenny 
Peetz, Ally 
Peetz, Katy 
Pruitt, Sara 
Pundmann, Jenn 
Strunk, Elena 
Tramontane, Nicole 
Trautman, Mara 
Tyson, Anne 
Wagner, Brooke 
Westerman, Anne 
Zamora, Nicole

The sisters of Theta Phi Alpha would like to congratulate all the ladies of 
Delta Zeta, Gamma Phi Beta and Pi Beta Phi 

on another successful recruitment.
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Editorially speaking
Swanson fires were preventable 3 a.m. closing would help bars

Carelessness caused a 
fire in Swanson Hall last 
week due to students not 
following the rules.

A small tea-light candle 
left burning in a sixth
floor bathroom somehow 
fell into the garbage and 
started a blaze. The room 
was unattended at the time. 
When one of the girls living 
there returned, she saw the 
fire, closed the door 
to the bathroom 
and went down to 
the front desk to call 
Public Safety.

After the fire 
was extinguished, 
the girls’ candles 
were confiscated, but later 
returned by the resident 
director.

All students are expected 
to know that candles are not 
allowed in rooms. If a student 
was not responsible enough 
to blow out the candles 
when.she left the room, then 
why intentionally give her 
the candles back?

Students 
should 

take extra 
precaution

JiMBO, I CHALLENGE YOU TO

In addition to the fire 
started by the candle, the 
Swanson fire alarm sounded 
later the next week, when an 
oven was set to “clean” and 
smoke started to billow from 
the oven door.

While there was 
no actual fire, Swanson 
residents had to evacuate 
the building during the early 
hours of Monday morning.

No one was at fault 
for the incident, but 
students were still 
irritated by the early 
morning wake-up 
call. Afterward, 
residents on the 
ninth and eighth 

floors complained about the 
smoke, which didn’t dissipate 
until later that evening.

Be smart. Follow the 
university policies (no 
candles). Unless, of course, 
you’re interested in paying 
huge damage fines and 
possibly causing injuries. 
Don’t let yourself get 
burned.

If bars were open until 
3 a.m., students truly could 
party like rock stars into the 
early hours of the morning.

In Nebraska, bars are 
open only until 1 a.m. 
Meanwhile, our friends 
across the state line in Iowa 
are allowed to drink until 2 
a.m. in bars and 4 a.m. in 
casinos. People might argue 
that with bars open later in 
Iowa, there is no 
need to leave the 
bars open later in 
Nebraska.

But, having the 
bars open later here 
would solve the 
problem of having 
to hop in a cab or car and 
drive over to Iowa to simply 
drink for another hour. 
While it would be nice to 
stay right here in Nebraska 
and drink until 3 a.m., there 
is some controversy over the 
issue.

If the bill passes 
in Nebraska, more 
responsibility is going to be 

More time 
means 

additional 
concerns

placed on individual people. 
Just because a bar is open 
two more hours, it does not 
mean that one should drink 
more.

While it seems like a 
great idea to have bars open 
late, we all must remember 
that someone has to work 
until the bars close, and for 
many students that might 
mean working until 3:30 

a.m. For a student 
who bartends, this 
means later nights 
and even earlier 
mornings.

The bill will 
allow people more 
time to socialize, 

especially on the weekends 
and for those who work 
late. Unfortunately, some 
students will still have 
homework to do after work.

Just remember that 
although this bill seems like 
a great idea now, individuals 
will have to be aware that 
with added hours of fun also 
comes added responsibility.

CREIGHTONIAN

Your take
Some students still voicing complaints about parking

This morning I drove to school hoping 
to find a parking spot relatively close to 
main campus. Every day the same story 
plays out: Find and follow a person walking 
to his or her car, wait for the person to pull 
out and then claim the spot as my own.

This morning did not play out the way 
I had planned. I made my way to campus 
and found a fellow student walking to her 
car. I tried my best to follow her as I dodged 
illegally parked cars lining both sides of the 
street. As I followed her, I noticed a faculty 
member also hunting for a parking spot. 
I was about to turn a corner to finish my 
quest when the faculty member pulled out 
in front of me and took the spot I had been 
patiently waiting for.

I called the nonemergency public 
safety line to see if anything could be done 
(i.e. tow his car or see if they could make 
the faculty member move). The woman on 
the line said that since the faculty member 
had already parked, they could do nothing 
about it. I was offered a ride from an officer 
if I was forced to park a far distance from

campus.
I had a voice lesson scheduled for this 

morning. I subsequently missed half of 
the lesson while trying to find yet another 
legitimate spot.

I do not like paying for classes that I 
do not get to go to, and I do not like missing 
class because a faculty member decides to 
park in a student space. I understand that 
parking at Creighton is not an easy task, 
but common courtesy seems to be ignored 
completely.

I also know it sounds cliche, but we 
need to work together to get this problem 
solved. If faculty would kindly not park in 
student spaces, and students would return 
the gesture and not park in faculty spaces, 
then the parking issue would be somewhat 
relieved. I think it is bad enough that as 
students we must fight amongst ourselves 
to find parking, but to add faculty to the 
mix only escalates the problem. This is very 
frustrating for everyone involved.

Amber Ferrara
Arts & Sciences Junior
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Student bowlers let good times roll
By MICHAEL STACY 

Sports Reporter
Liquid refreshments abound here. For 

many in this league, style points are more 
important than points scored. And it seems 
everybody knows your name — but not their 
own score.

Take a short trip west on Dodge to 72nd 
Street, and you will arrive at West Lanes, which 
at 9:30 p.m. every Thursday night plays host to 
Creighton’s Intramural Bowling league, an in
tramural league unlike any other at Creighton.

The bowling league has become so popu
lar that it outgrew its old home, Chop’s Bowl, 
on South 13th Street. In 2001, it relocated to 
its current location at West Lanes. There it is 
enjoying continued popularity and has drawn 
rave reviews from participants.

In fact, some have called bowling Creigh
ton’s best intramural sport. But, by most ac
counts, the word “sport” should be used lightly 
in describing this brand of bowling.

Sure, the league features some very com
petitive teams and talented individual per
formers. Take, for instance, Bryan Benedict, a 
first-year Pharmacy student, whose 219 pins- 
per-game average tops the league this season.

“There are still a lot of teams and indi
viduals that are competitive,” said Bob Den
ney, associate director of Campus Recreation. 
“Bryan Benedict has bowled in leagues before, 
and [last semester] he came by one day and 
wanted a team to play on. His first’night out, 
Bryan proceeded to bowl a 700 series.”

But, for every bowler like Benedict who 
rolls 200-point games with ease, there are 
numerous intramural bowlers who struggle 
to reach '200 in a three-game series, though it 
hardly fazes them.

That is the thing about intramural bowl
ing. For most, it is not about winning and los
ing; it is about enjoying yourself while playing 
the game.

“For us, bowling isn’t really about win-

Photo by Sarah Brandon

Chelsey Petz, Arts & Sciences senior, rolls the ball down the lane at West Lanes Bowling 
Alley on Thursday, Jan. 27. Petz owns the women's game and series high scores.

ning,” said Theresa Adams, Business junior 
and member of the Delta Zeta team. “It’s just 
about having fun.”

This fun begins with the naming of the 
teams. Past bowling squad names have includ
ed Balls of Fire and Split Happens, as well as a 
laundry list of other pun-filled team names too 
risque to appear in print.

The creativity does not stop with teams’ 
names. Many teams find ways to express 
themselves in their attire, as well. A number of 
teams don bowling shirts, while others sport 
matching, often hideous, bowling shoes.

“My teammates and .1 bought matching 
black and bronze bowling shoes,” said Andrew 
Dickel, Arts & Sciences sophomore. “We’re 
pretty proud of those.”

There is one team that goes above and 
beyond the call when it comes to outrageous 
bowling attire. For years now, the members of 
the Delta Zeta team have dressed in different 
theme outfits, ranging from “biker babe” to 
“'80s prom” to “tacky Christmas” every week 
of the season.

“We always love a great excuse to dress 
in theme for something,” Adams said. “I re
ally like to see the expressions on people’s faces 
when we walk in. But, sometimes it can be 
challenging to bowl in a short skirt or long for
mal wear. I’d say our looks are a higher priority 
than our performance.”

For those more interested in a title than 
in attire, intramural bowling, like Creighton’s 
other intramural sports, features a champion

ship night to determine the league’s top team.
However, unlike most of Creighton’s other 

intramural sports, in which teams are divided 
into leagues based on ability levels, bowling 
features no such divisions; it is a mix of the 
good, the bad and the ugly — prom dress and 
all.

Despite the disparity in talent, or perhaps 
because of it, there is a strong camaraderie be
tween intramural bowlers.

“I think it’s a lot of fun playing against 
different levels of competition,” said Matt Lu- 
ettel, Arts & Sciences sophomore. “You’re not 
always playing against teams that match up 
with you perfectly. And, regardless of ability 
level, it’s tough to make enemies when you’re 
doing something you enjoy, and you’re all hav
ing fun.”

Dickel echoes Luettel’s sentiment and says 
that, now, in his second season of intramural 
bowling, he looks forward to seeing the famil
iar faces at the lanes each week.

“I’ve made friends with every person I’ve 
bowled against,” Dickel said. “Especially after a 
season or two, everyone knows everyone.”

While Dickel easily rattles off the names 
of various people he has befriended because of 
bowling, he does not recall other bowling-re
lated information, such as his best scores, with 
such ease.

“162 maybe.. .164.. .whatever,” Dickel said. 
“I may have broken 200 once, but who cares?”

Correction
In the Jan. 28 issue, it was incorrectly 

noted that Greighton was the only team 
in the nation to have at least one player 
selected each year during the Missouri 
Valley Conference’s nine-year existence. 
Major League Soccer, not the MVC, has 
been in existence for nine years. '

The Vocation of Marriage:

Omicron Delta Kappa and 
the National Society of 

Collegiate Scholars

A three-week series for students 
exploring marriage and relationships 

with Dr. Michael Lawler

Would like to invite you to the 
2005 Founders Week 

Leadership Recognition Awards

Sundays
February 13 

20 
27

3:00-5:00 p.m.
Union Pacific Room

Monday, February 7,2005 3:30 PM 
Skutt Student Center Ballroom

Dr. Michael Lawler, Professor of Theology, 
Director of Center for Marriage and Family 
Author of ‘‘Marriage and Sacrament: A Theology 
of Christian Marriage ", “Marriage and the 
Catholic Church’’and “Time, Sex, and Money: the 
First Five Years of Marriage” will explore the 
questions:

What does it mean to say that marriage is a sacrament and a covenant? 
What does that mean for our lifestyle?

Why does it make sense to talk about marriage as a vocation?

All students are welcome: Young or old, 
single, dating or engaged 

Seminar is free and priceless!

-T.T , To register: . '
Contact Cardoner at x3687 orcardoner@creiqhton.edu -

Let the rivet ptide jmu

Outstanding Student Leader Award Nominees: 
Freshmen: Eric Bodman, Chris Brand, Katelyn Chemey, Elizabeth 
Gluvna, Anne Grass, Katrina Koclanes, Jeff Peak, Josh Potter, Matt 

Reznicek, Dan Runco Sophomores: Megan Bowman, Molly Handke, 
Jacqueline Miller, Christine Thomson Juniors: Nick Fagnant, Harold 
Larsen, Ryan McDonough, Jennifer Sadler, Laura Swedean, Jennifer 

Tambio Seniors: Mark Abraham, Katie Albert, Kathryn Bachman, Jennifer 
Beckstead, Lenli Corbett, Katie Dodd, Amy Halbur, Meghan Hasselbauer, 

Kate Metcalfe Graduate/Professional: Jamie Hronich, Amy Hupp, 
Lynden A. McGriff, Stephanie Reuter, Bobbi S. Sauder, Danette Sughroue

Fr. Tom Schloemer, S.J. Teaching for Tomorrow 
Faculty Award Nominees:

Ms. Lisa Carter, Dr. Fidel Fajardo-Acosta, Dr. Erica Kirby, Dr. Tracy 
Leavelie, Dr. Jeff Maciejewski, Dr. Paula Jo Malin, Dr. William O. 

Stephens, Dr. Thomas Quinn, Ms. Amy Yeager

Rev. Thomas J. Lukaszewicz, S.J. 
Staff/Administrator Award Nominees:

Ms. Debbie Anderson, Mr. Ken Reed-Bouley, Ms. Angie Cottrell, Mr. Ron 
Hospodka, Dr. Sade Kosoko-Lasaki, Ms. Wendy Maliszewski, Ms. Marlena 

Minshall, Ms. Linda Scheirton, Sr. Annette Schmeling
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Valley ripe with quality competition

Photo by Jen Edney

By BRIAN NORTON 
Assistant Sports Editor

This season’s roller coaster ride for the men’s basketball 
team has not been entirely because of inconsistent play. The 
strength of the Missouri Valley Conference has increased 
dramatically this season and given the Jays a challenge much 
tougher than in years past. .

“The better the players, the better the teams,” Associate 
Head Coach Greg Grensing said. “The teams have improved 
their talent base. More than ever we are seeing better players.”

The MVC is a combined 66-26 in nonconference play, good 
for the sixth-best conference winning percentage in the NCAA. 
The 66 victories are already the most in the conference in the 
last five years and have led to stronger recognition on a national 
level, especially with the NCAA selection committee.

The NCAA selection committee uses the Ratings Percent
age Index to help determine which teams deserve to receive an 
at-large bid to the NCAA Tournament. The Jays are currently 
ranked 85th in RPI, one of seven teams from the MVC to be 
ranked in the top 100. The MVC has two teams ranked in the 
RPI’s top 25, Southern Illinois at 16 and Wichita State at 24. 
According to Grensing, the MVC has a definite chance to send 
three teams to the NCAA tournament.

This year the MVC ranks as the eighth-best conference 
in average RPI. The previous high ranking for the conference 
was Uth in both 2000 and 2004. The MVC also ranks above 
basketball’s usual power conferences like Conference USA and 
Atlantic 10 for the first time

“The conference is just extremely balanced,” Grensing said. 
“Your margin of error is less. You look at a team like Indiana 
State and how they knocked Wichita State and us off after eight 
straight losses.”

This conference balance has forced the Jays to compete 
every night, even during conference play, which has not always 
been the case. Their victory over Wichita State on Tuesday pre

Jays continue winning pace

sented a building block on which the team can improve their 
conference standing heading down the final stretch.

“It’s a funny team — good guys,” Coach Dana Altman said. 
“We’ve had a hard time building on games and making prog
ress. It was a good game for us to fight back and compete, good 
for our basketball team.”

One of the major weaknesses for the Jays this season has 
been inconsistent defensive play. Against Wichita State, the Jays 
showed improvement by playing aggressively, especially with 
the game on the line. Junior center Jeffrey Day had six of the 
team’s seven blocks, including a key block of a Jamar Howard 
shot with 2:20 left to keep the Jays’three-possession lead. .

“Creighton was the aggressor, Day and [AhthohyJ.'Tolliver 
were all over the place,” Wichita State Coach Mark Turgeon said.' 
“It was the-first time all year that we’ve been out-toughed.”

The Jays out-rebounded the Shockers in the second half 
to help take over the game and committed a season-low three 
turnovers. Turnovers and poor rebounding have plagued the 
team so far this season.

“Teams are so focused to play us,” Turgeon said. “They 
concentrated and executed. It’s the first time all year I’ve been 
disappointed with their [Wichita State’s] effort, and Creighton 
was phenomenal.”

The victory moved the Jays to 6-5 in MVC play and into 
fourth place, only three games behind the conference-leading 
Shockers. The Jays will finish off the season with seven upcom
ing conference games and the Bracket Buster Saturday game 
against the University of Tennessee-Chattanooga. The Jays 
likely will need to win the MVC Tournament to make it to the 
NCAA tournament, and building on their victory over Wichita 
State will help them against the stiff conference competition.

Altman said that in February a MVC team usually makes 
a run, and he suggested to the Jays that they could be that team 
this year.Sophomore forward Anthony Tolliver goes up for the 

layup against Wichita State Feb. 1 at the Qwest Center.

Photo by Jen Edney

Freshman forward Sara Cain (42) defends the inbound pass from Bradley guard Jen Brown (5). Cain scored a career-high 8 points as the 
Jays defeated Bradley 89-71 on Jan. 30 at the Civic Auditorium.

By MIKKI ZELLER 
Sports Editor

Halfway through the Missouri Valley 
Conference regular season, the Creighton 
women’s basketball team is sitting comfortably 
at the top of the standings.

The Jays are 8-1 in the MVC, tied with 
Southwest Missouri State for the lead, and are 
two games ahead of Northern Iowa.

“We have been fortunate to win so many 
close games,” said Coach Jim Flanery. “In close 
games .we find a way to win.” -

Flanery and the Jays attribute their win
ning season to depth and experience on the 
court.

“In any given game anyone can be the 
leading scorer,” said senior guard Laura 
Spanheimer. “A lot of people can step up from 
guards to posts.”

The Jays now will be playing without start
ing junior forward Christy Erickson, who tore 
her anterior cruciate ligament in the Jays’ loss 
to SMS on Jan. 23. Replacing her on the court 
will be junior center Amy Hoffman, senior for
ward Jen Rochelle and freshman forward Sara 
Cain.

Hoffman leads the team in blocks with 31 
and Cain had a season-high 7 rebounds against 
UNI and a career-best 8 points against Brad
ley.

“All three are capable of stepping up,” 
Flanery said. “They will be critical to our im
provement.”

The record may give the impression that 
the Jays have been playing to their potential, 
but Flanery and team members say they have 
some improvements to make.

“We need to communicate better during 

games and in practice,” Hoffman said. “Com
municating gives everyone a better idea of 
what is happening on the court.”

Flanery said the team is efficient on of
fense, but the Jays need to get better on the 
defensive end and cut down on easy opportu
nities for their opponents.

As for the pressure, the team is feeling it 
from the rest of the conference. Flanery said it 
is a good pressure that helps sustain the team’s 
motivation to win.

' “We want to get better game-to-game and 
week-to-week,” Flanery said.

Creighton is on the road facing Indiana 
State at 6 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 4, and Illinois 
State at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 6. The Jays al
ready defeated Indiana State at home, 75-72, 
and also defeated Illinois State at home, 79-78, 
in overtime.

Qwest plays 
host to ESPN 
and preps

By BOBBY GRENNAN 
Assistant Sports Editor

There is more than enough basketball to 
go around next week.

Saturday, Feb. 5, the Creighton men’s 
team will take on Southwest Missouri State at 
the Qwest Center Omaha at 8:05 p.m.

In coordination with Saturday’s contest, 
the Creighton Alumni Association is sponsor
ing a Get Blue event before the game in the 
Peter Kiewit Grand Ballroom. Mass will be 
held at the Qwest Center at 5 p.m., followed 
by other pregame festivities leading up to the 
game, which will be televised on MVC-TV.

Before the SMS game the Qwest Center 
hosts the first Omaha Shootout. The shootout 
features eight Nebraska high school teams as 
well as a number of high school teams from 
Chicago, Kansas City, Mo., Dallas and Harlan, 
Iowa, former Jay Brody Deren’s hometown.

The shootout entails two marquee match
ups. The first is a national matchup, pitting 
Dallas-Lincoln against Chicago-Hillcrest at 2 
p.m. Dallas-Lincoln is currently ranked among 
Texas’ top five teams.

The fourth and final game of the day will 
feature an inter-state matchup when Bellevue 
West squares off against Kansas City-Arch
bishop O’Hara at 3:30 p.m. Creighton recruit 
Josh Dotzler will lead Bellevue West against 
Nebraska recruit Marcus Walker of O’Hara.

Tickets are available at the Qwest Center 
box office. Reserved seating tickets are avail
able for $16 and general admission tickets are 
$10, but Creighton students can receive a dol
lar off by showing their student IDs.

On Wednesday, Feb. 9, the men’s team 
will have a rematch against Northern Iowa at 
the Qwest Center. The game will be televised 
on ESPN2, as will the men’s game at Southern 
Illinois on Feb. 12.

Also announced were the pairings for 
this season’s Bracket Buster Saturday game. 
Creighton will host the University of Ten
nessee-Chattanooga on Feb. 19 at the Qwest 
Center. Tennessee-Chattanooga has a record 
of 13-6 overall and 6-3 in the Southern Confer
ence. The previous two Bracket Buster games 
involving Creighton have been televised oh the 
ESPN network; however, this season the game 
was not included in the group of games to be 
televised.


