
New construction in the works

Photo by Sarah Brandon
The Rev. John P. Schlegel, S.J., delivers his Founders 
Week convocation Feb. 8 at St. John's Church.

By TIFFANY DRAHOTA 
Copy Editor

Creighton is looking east — and into 
the future — with the unveiling of plans for' 
two new parking facilities, jiinior/senior 
townhomes and a student living-learning 
center as the latest additions to campus.

The Rev. John P. Schlegel, S.J., univer
sitypresident, presented his annual address 
and Powerpoint presentation titled “Willed 
Future” to an estimated 500 members of the 
Creighton community at St. John’s Church 
during the President’s Convocation as part 
of the Founders Week celebration.

“We are ambitious, but not over
stepping our mark, nor living beyond our 
means,” Schlegel said. “But we do sail close 
to the water. We are not risking or mort
gaging the future. We are enhancing our 
assets.”

Schlegel gave a rundown of the ju- 
nior/senior townhomes, which he said 

would house more than 300 residents, with 
completion expected in July 2006. The new 
townhomes will be located southeast of Da
vis Square, at the current Murphy building 
location^

Going against the advice of the Rev. 
Michael Morrison, S.J., his predecessor, 
Schlegel said two parking structures will 
be added to the campus by January 2006. 
The parking structures will hold more than 
1,100 stalls and new public safety offices. 
One structure will be located between Burt 
and California Streets along 24th Street. 
The other structure will replace the existing 
parking lot at the law school.

“Yes, fees will go up,” Schlegel said. 
“Suffice it to say that the cost of progress 
will be a challenging parking situation 
from May 2005 to January 2006.”

Temporary parking lots will be avail- 
able near campus, and shuttle services will 
be provided for the fall semester in order 

to accommodate the students, faculty and 
staff using the temporary lots.

The student living-learning center will 
feature classrooms, recreation areas and 
traditional services for students, with an 
expected completion date of 2007. Relying 
solely on donations and gifts for funding, 
the new center is receiving half of the $50 
million anonymous gift.

“This will be a large building,” Schle
gel said. “It will serve as the front door and 
the living room of the campus.”

The convocation also served as a year
in-review session. Schlegel revisited his 
125th anniversary address, listing econom
ics, demographics and technology as three 
external factors that both challenge and 
drive the Creighton community.

In just a year, some major events have 
further boosted morale and Creighton’s 
national and worldwide recognition.
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Schlegel 
adresses 
new parking

By TIM SCHULTE 
Editor-in-Chief

Students already have questions about the

The Rev. John P. Schlegel, S.J., university- 
president, got the first one Tuesday night at the 
semi-annual Fireside Chat in the Skutt Student 
Center. _

The new parking -structures mentioned 
during his Founders Week Convocation yield
ed the first question directed at Schlegel.

The parking structures will be located on 
24th Street between Burt and California streets 
and near the law school at 20th and California 
Streets.

“The overtow is going to go to the parking 
lots that were going to temporarily put in front 
of the soccer stadium.” Schlegel said. “That will 
have about 500-plus, which is bigger than the 
lot on 24th Street.”

Schlegel also said the university will rent 
property near the Civic Auditorium and reli
able shuttles will run from the parking lots to 
campus.

The plans for another building project, 
a new living-learning center that will be con
structed on the east end of campus, have been. 
expedited by the $50 million gift received in 
December.

“The $50 million gift was a very tightly 
structured gift, primarily for east-campus ex
pansion,” Schlegel said.

The anonymous donor liked the idea of 
eastward expansion and wanted to jump-start 
the progress. The first $25 million of the gift 
is already in the bank with the rest being paid 
over an eight-year period.

In theme with the money talks, Creighton 
Students Union President Heidi Blissenbach, 
Business junior, said she has been very im
pressed with the response CSU has gotten from 
student organizations seeking funding.

“There have been many organizations that 
have approached us for funding. Actually, more 
than normal,” Blissenbach said. “Last semester

TURN TO “FIRESIDE” PAGE 2

Bush brings plan to Omaha

Photo by Angie Zegers
President George W. Bush waves to the crowd at the Qwest Center Omaha on Feb. 4. 
Bush was in Omaha speaking about his proposed plans for the Social Security system. 
Over 10,000 people were on hand to hear the president's speech.

■ President speaks 
to large crowd at 
Qwest Center.

By TIM SCHULTE 
Editor-in-Chief

There were two presidents on stage when 
George W. Bush came to the Qwest Center 
Omaha.

While Bush’s recent visit turned all eyes 
on Omaha, Creighton University President, the 
Rev. John P. Schlegel, S.J., got the first word by 
giving the invocation for the event.

Before presenting his new Social Security 
plan, Bush quipped with local politicians.

“We’re certainly not here to talk about 
baseball,” Bush said after commending Mayor 
Mike Fahey for renewing Omaha’s College 
World Series contract. “And we’re certainly not 
here to talk about college football. We’re here 
to talk about public policy.”

Speaking to a crowd of over 10,000, many 
of whom had waited in line outside for hours 
prior to the event, Bush touched on the prob
lems facing today’s dwindling Social Security 
system and his plan to fix them.

When the 70-year-old system was de
signed, life expectancy was shorter, and there 
were more workers supporting beneficiaries, 
Bush said. According to the Social Security 
Trustees, by 2018, more money will be paid out 
of Social Security than will be going in, and by 
2042 — when today’s young workers will be 
ready to retire — the system will be bankrupt.

Bush believes the issue needs to be taken 
on as soon as possible to protect future Social 
Security recipients.

“The job of the president is to confront 
problems, not to pass them on to future genera
tions,” Bush said.

Bush’s vision for mending the system is 
to implement personal retirement accounts for 
workers. All workers would be able to set aside 
portions of their payroll taxes into their own 
personal accounts, which they would own and 
control.

By drawing solely on workers’ payroll tax
es, no new taxes would be created by the plan.

Unlike the current Social-Security system,
TURN TO “BUSH” PAGE 2
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FIRESIDE: Presidents take on student questions BUSH: President looks for Social Security changes
continued from page 1
there was a change in the wording, so it opened 
it up to more student groups. We are very, very, 
very happy with the amount of student groups 
applying for that.”

The small percentage of surplus funds 
— about 1 percent — goes back to student or
ganizations or to supplement ticket costs, Blis- 
senbach said. Schlegel joked that the 1 percent 
goes to Vice President for Student Services Dr. 
John Cernech’s office.

Pertaining to her administration, Blissen- 
bach said it has been an evolution from that of 
previous CSU President David Black.

"Last year was really focused on market
ing and getting Creighton Students Union’s 
name out,” Blissenbach said. “It really formed 
our identity. This year’s focus is more on what 

other services we can provide and what we can 
improve on in those services.”

Two plans in the works are a safe ride 
home program and a student discount card for 
businesses near Creighton’s campus.

Schlegel announced that with the start of 
the Encuentro Dominicano program, the uni
versity is hiring two new directors — one to 
work with the academic programs and one to 
work with student life.

“The curriculum is in place,” Schlegel said. 
“All the deans are involved. Nursing, Business 
and Arts have signed off on it.

When asked about what is being done to 
improve the affordability of education, Schlegel 
said a campaign will be announced in the next 
four or five months, with the largest focus of 
the campaign being on endowed scholarships.

continued from page 1
in which those who pass away before collect
ing benefits remit leftover funds to the system, 
Bush’s plan would allow unused portions of 
the accounts to be passed on to family or loved 
ones. The program'would be voluntary.

Bush said the accounts are similar to 
the Thrift Savings Plan retirement programs 
available to federal employees.

However, not all in attendance agreed 
with Bush’s idea.

Brian Flannery, Arts & Sciences senior, 
felt Bush was trying to scare people into sup
porting his plan.

“You can see he’s trying to sell us on a 
problem that we don’t really have,” Flannery 
said. “He’s using fear tactics to sell us on a 
problem we might have, we might not, but 

he’s passed it off as a clear-cut issue.”
Flannery went to the Qwest Center to 

join protesters and ended up acquiring a 
ticket from a passer-by. Flannery said the 
war in Iraq was his motive for beingthere but 
feels that did not make his protest any less 
important.

“It’s not our responsibility to coincide 
what we have to say with what he has to pitch,” 
Flannery said.

One of the.people Flannery entered with 
was Tim Guthrie, associate professor of Jour
nalism and Mass Communication, who was 
removed from the arena when he began voic
ing his dissent with the president.

“The basic concept was that he came to 
sell Omaha [on his plan], but you had to be a 
Republican to get a ticket,” Flannery said.

FUTURE: New plans announced at Convocation
continued from page 1

According to Schlegel, the visit from the 
Very Rev. Peter Hans Kolvenbach, superior 
general of the Society of Jesus, the $50 mil
lion dollar gift and the 2004 freshman class 
rankings have Creighton turning heads, not to 
mention the national architectural recognition 
given to both the Hixson-Lied Science Build
ing and Morrison Stadium. Creighton also 
remains a leader in research, has a successful 
online ministry Web site, recording over one 
million hits a month, and record new student 
enrollment.

“Creighton University has faced many 
challenges in its 126-year history, and each 

NIGHT SECURITY/ 
MAINTENANCE ASSISTANT PERSONNEL NEEDED 

at E.T. Mahoney State Park. 
Full or part time, temporary positions. Night and weekend hours. 

For information or applications call 944-2523, Ext. 7122. 
AA/EOE. Return applications or resume to: 

E.T. Mahoney State Park 
Attn: Security Supervisor 

28500 W. Park Hwy 
Ashland, NE 68003

time, guided by its mission, it has courageously 
transformed itself growing from a small, local 
school into a leading Jesuit Catholic univer
sity,” Schlegel said. “Knowing this, we face the 
future with strong faith, renewed spirit and 
bold confidence.”

The convocation concluded with^awards 
and recognition, followed by a benediction by 
the Rev. Andy F. Alexander, S.J. A reception 
followed in the Skutt Student Center.

A complete transcript of “Willed Future” 
from the Founder’s Day Convocation, can be 
found at http://www.creighton.edu/President/ 
Update/index.html.

WEEKLY CAMPUS
SAFETY REPORT

2/1/05 10:30 a.m. A staff member re
ported his truck stolen at 21st and Cuming 
Streets.

4:30 p.m. A dental patient experienced 
a medical problem in the Boyne Building 
and was transported by squad to CUMC.

4:30 p.m. A student reported his vehicle 
stolen from the Dental School parking lot.

2/2/05 10:40 a.m. A student experi
enced a minor medical problem at Swanson 
Hall but did not require further attention.

2/3/05 10:50 a.m. A student reported 
hit-and-run damage to his vehicle parked 
near Criss II.

12 p.m. A student reported the wheel 
cover missing from her vehicle parked south 
of Human Resources.

3:45 p.m. A shuttle driver and a non
affiliate were involved in a minor traffic ac
cident at 24th and Cuming Streets.

2:10 p.m. A student reported possible 

softball damage to the rear, window of her 
vehicle at 21st and Burt Streets.

2/5/05 1:28 a.m. Two transients at Mc- 
Gloin Hall were banned-and-barred, then 
transported to the Sienna-Francis House.

4:39 a.m. An intoxicated student at 
Kiewit Hall was transported to CUMC for 
treatment.

2/7/05 8:30 p.m. A student reported a 
window had been broken out of his vehicle 
parked east of the Kellom Knolls Apart
ments. Four additional vehicles in the Burt 
Street lot with window damage from a BB 
gun were later discovered.

3:15 p.m. A staff member reported his 
vehicle had been struck by another employ
ee’s vehicle near the Murphy Building.

8:07 p.m. A student reported his un
attended wallet was taken from the weight 
room while he was working out in the Kiewit 
Fitness Center.

LIFEGUARDS, CONCESSION STAFF, WRANGLERS NEEDED 
at Mahoney State Park for summer season! 

We need individuals who can communicate with 
the public in a professional manner.

Flexible work hours with an outdoor, fun work experience. 
AA/EOE. Call 402-944-2523, Ext. 7122 for applications.

Return application/resume to: 
E.T. Mahoney State Park 

28500 West Park Highway 
Ashland, NE 68003

The Vocation

of Marriage
frith Dr. Michael Lawler

CreightonProfessorofTheology
ExpertonMarriage andRelationships ;

. Attention Marketing, Public Relations, Journalism and Business Students

The Nebraska Lottery is looking for six (6) Ambassadors to travel the great state 
of Nebraska and represent the Nebraska Lottery at various events.

Two Ambassadors will be hired immediately for part-time work this spring and 
full-time hours this summer. Four more Ambassadors will be added for 

full-time work at the end of the spring semester.

Applications are also being sought for a Public Relations intern and a Graphic 
Design intern. Both internships offer part-time hours in the spring and fall 

semesters, and full-time hours during the summer.

These are fun, paid positions that offer great experience.

If you are looking for an exciting internship get your resume in to 
Tom Johnson, Nebraska Lottery, P.O. Box 98901, Lincoln,.NE 68509.

Sundays,FebruARY13,20,27
ynionPacific^ Library

TOREGISTER

Contact Cardoner 
280-3687 or 

cardoner@creighton.edu

For information visit the Nebraska Lottery website, 
www.neldttery.com and click About Us.

mentiAineologyof

the Catholic Church’

single, dating; or engaged! EfLet the river guide you.
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Tax lecture incorporates ethics
By KATIE RYAN 

Reporter
Susan Hamill says the current tax system 

unfairly benefits the wealthy, a benefit that goes 
against the Bible’s teachings.

Hamill, a professor of law at the Univer
sity of Alabama, addressed unfair taxes during 
the Markoe-DePorres Social Justice Lecture on 
Feb. 3 in the Skutt Student Center Ballroom. 
About 50 people attended the lecture titled 
“Tax Policy and Judeo-Christian Ethics.”

Hamill said her home state of Alabama 
gives too many tax breaks to the wealthy, which 
means public schools suffer.

“That’s why the rural poor kids don’t have 
a prayer for a decent education,” Hamill said.

Since the schools are so poorly funded, the 
poor do not have a chance to better themselves, 
and according to Hamill, that is not in keeping 
with biblical teaching.

“I’m so sick of the pro-life people who 
don’t give a darn about the kids that are here,” 
Hamill said.

Hamill said Christians and Jews should 
find this system unacceptable. It is easy to 
condemn a gay person or a person who has had 
an abortion because many people do not know 
anyone who fits those categories.

To increase taxes to provide better educa-

tion requires self-sacrifice, Hamill said. Rely
ing on charity or donations means most people 
would not pay their fair share.

“Now, you tell me: If were going to pass 
the hat on April 15, would people drop in what 
they owe?” Hamill asked the audience.

“If we are who we say we are, we would 
be striving for every kid to have a chance, and 
I published that,” Hamill said. “Oh, what a 
stink.”

Hamill’s lectures and books frequently 
cause controversy.

Ed Morse, associate dean and professor 
of law at Creighton, attended an earlier forum 
where Hamill discussed similar issues. Morse 
said her presentation did not address a solu
tion. *

“Her whole exercise is making a political 
statement,” Morse said. “In order for us to have 
a discussion we have to understand the param
eters, and that wasn’t the case.”

Morse did say he favors tax reform if it is 
done right, but there are other ways of helping 
the poor that also will help everyone.

Daniel Bowden one of Hamill’s former 
students, said by e-mail that taxes in the name 
of charity are not charity. Bowden said taxes do 
not make taxpayers moral.

‘Voluntary donations of one’s own money

Attention:
Future Law Students

Getting a J.D. is no easy task.
It takes brains, skill, and a lot of confidence—qualities not 
easily conveyed in a transcript. An excellent LSAT score is 

a great springboard to a successful career in the law, but the 
challenges don’t stop there...and neither does Kaplan.

Kaplan’s unmatched selection of services
With Kaplan, you’ll benefit from higher LSAT scores, 

expert admissions advice, critical thinking skills, crisis 
prevention techniques, test tactics and strategies, and much 

more—all of it delivered by the best trained and most 
experienced teachers and admission advisors in the business.

LSAT Classes Start 
2/20 - Sundays Only 

Great class for busy students. 
Check out our FREE Logic Games Class and Law School 

Admissions Edge Event on our Web site.

KAPLAN 1 -800-KAP-TEST 
kaptest.com/law

Test Prep and Admissions

M Till

Sex*,*?

fas 
few

ir
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Photo by Angie Zegers
Susan Hamill, professor of law at the University of Alabama, gives a lecture titled "Tax 
Policy and Judeo-Christian Ethics" on Feb. 3 at the Creighton School of Law.
may be considered a sign of generosity, but 
Hamill and others like her want to be generous 
with other people’s money,” Bowden said.

Bowden said Hamill uses the Bible because 
political reasons for reform were rejected.

“Now she has shifted tactics and is argu

ing for higher taxes based on religious reasons, 
saying it is the ‘Christian’ thing to do,” he said. 

Hamill said she considers her work to be 
an ethical duty.

“Let me tell you, God could not have given 
me a more difficult call,” Hamill said.

FOR SALE
1 Bedroom, Village Green Townhome available ASAP 

10 minutes from Creighton. Washer/Dryer Included. $18,500 
Interested, Call Sarah at (785)294-0748

Finest Dim Sum Daily 
AuthenticTeaCeremony

Come Celebrate With Us

Chinese New Year

2005
Year of the Rooster

February 8 - February 24
Traditional Food 

Learn Chinese Calligraphy 
Learn New Year’s Greeting

BACK 
TO 
GUANGZHOU

9821 Giles Road • Omaha, NE 68128
. . (Off 1-80 Exit 442) 
402.933.8999 • www.btgweb.com

.fa

Education!
The University Studies Abroad Consortium, with programs in 24 

countries, allows students to master languages and study 
disciplines — including business, fine arts and history — at 

distinguished, overseas schools. Soak up the vibrant culture and 
be transformed by the experience of. living in a foreign land.

• Summer, semester and yearlong programs • Wide range of 
academic courses • Internships • Language classes at all levels

• Field trips and tours • Small classes • University credit
• Scholarships • Housing

UNIVERSITY ' 
STUDIES 
ABROAD 
CONSORTIUM

•<htTp://usAc.un^

FOR SALE 
Cozy 1BR condo 
w/appliances 
& sunporch.
Minutes to 
Med Center 
& Creighton. .

Contact Jody Sortino at 659-8531 
w/ Prudential Lakeshore Realty.

Save Up for a Better 
Spring Break

LssaX
ZLB Plasma Services

can help you get where you want to go for Spring Break. 

When you donate plasma at ZLB Plasma Services, you earn extra 

income. We pay you generous rewards each time you donate so it 

won’t be long before you’ll have enough for a memorable Spring 

Getaway. Also, there’s the great feeling you get knowing your 

plasma donation is used to develop products that save lives.

Feeling wanner already, right?

ZLB BioServices, INC
(dba ZLB Plasma Services) 
.3939 Leavenworth Street 

Omaha, NE 68105 
(402) 345-1477

www.zlbplasma.com
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Relationship Evaluations 
Partnering Love with Science 

www.relate-instifuie.org
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The Rev. John P. Schlegel,S J., presents Teresa Lynch, director of the Institute for Latin American Concern, with the St. Ignatious Award at the Alumni Mass on Feb. 6. Lynch 
is pictured with her husband and son.

Founders Week celebrates excellence
By CATHERINE MONAHAN 

Reporter
Generations of strength, leadership and 

example within the Creighton community 
were honored with the presentation of the 
Mary Lucretia Creighton and St. Ignatius 
awards during Founders Week.

The recipients of Mary Lucretia 
Creighton awards were honored Feb. 10 
in a luncheon in the Skutt Student Center 
Ballroom. The award honors members of the 
Creighton community who have provided 
encouragement and support to women and 
who have served as role models through, 
their involvement in the community.

Creighton’s Committee on the Status of 
Women presented the award to Business se
nior Jamie Wewel and faculty members Dr. 
Barbara Braden and Catherine Mahern.

Serving as the assistant resident di
rector of Kiewit Hall is just one of Wewel’s 
many’roles at Creighton. She also serves as 
the senior director of the College of Business 
Administration and chaired the school’s 
first Executive Business Symposium in No
vember.

“Nothing I’ve done at the university has 
been a one-man operation,” Wewel said. “I 
was surrounded by people who believed in 
me, helped me and worked with me.. This 
award is a team award because a team effort 
earned it.” ' - 1

Currently in her 30th year as a 
Creighton faculty member, Braden serves 
as dean of the Graduate School and dean of 
the University College. She began her career 
at Creighton in 1974 as an instructor in the 
School of Nursing.

Mahern is the director of Creighton’s 
Milton R. Abraham Legal Clinic. She has 
been a Connie Kearney Endowed Chair in 
Clinical Legal Education since 2001. Ma
hern served as the director of the Elder Law 
Clinic at Thurgood Marshall School of Law 
in Houston, Texas, before joining the faculty 
at Creighton School of Law in 1992.

2 The Founders Week Mass on Feb. 6 set 
the stage for the presentation of the 2005 St. 
Ignatius Awards^ The awards, given by the 
Deglman Center, for Ignatian Spirituality, 
recognize members of Creighton’s faculty 
and staff who exemplify the ideals of St. Ig
natius Loyola in their lives and work.

This year’s awards were presented to 
Teresa Lynch', director of Creighton’s Insti
tute for Latin American Concern, and Cecile 
Marie Zielinski, M.D., F.A.C.S., associate 

dean for Graduate Medical Education and 
associate professor- in the Department of 
Surgery at Creighton’s School of Medicine. - 

Lynch took on the role as director of 
ILAC three years ago. Her work with ILAC 
focuses on emphasizing the personal and 
spiritual growth received.from serving the 
people of the Dominican Republic.

Zielinski began- her time at Creighton 
as a student, receiving her medical degree 
and completing her surgical residency at the 
School of Medicine. She continues her in
volvement as a professor in the school’s De
partment, of-Surgery and as associate dean 
for Graduate Medical Education.

Photo by Matt Anzur

Photo by Angie Zegers

- Photo'Sarah Brandon

FAR LEFT: Creighton guard Kellen Miliner goes for a shot 
versus Southwest Missouri State defender Deven Mitchell 
during the Jays'79-71. loss on Feb. 5.

LEFT:. The Rev. Charles Kestermeier, S J., pushes the Rev. 
Andy Alexander, S. J., during the Founders Week Relay Race 
Feb. 7 in the Kiewit Fitness Center. The event was held to 
raise money for the Jesuit Refugee Services for Tsunami Re
lief, which raised over $750. Students nominated the rac
ers.

ABOVE: The Rev. John P. Schlegel, S.J., university presi
dent, speaks at the Founders Week Convocation Feb. 8 at 
St. John's Church.
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Your Call:

JOHN P. SCHUSTER
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Thursday, February 17,2005
Eppley Business Administration Building 
Roam 310 * 6:00-9:00 pm • food served 
A Workshop for Creighton Students
(wp, fnr COHA Stitdeffif)

TO RiGiSTEfe

Stop by 
Business Administration 

Room 212 or contact 
Cardoncr, 280*3687 

cardoner^cre^ghton.&da
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Don’t miss this Sunday!! 
COMEDIAN JUD LAIPPLY 

PRESENTS...

Creative Dating: 
The Cure for the 

Common Relationship

* Creative low-budget dating ideas
*Why long distance relationships fail

*Ulhat cheesy pick up lines 

really mean

*What all men and women

really want... AND MORE!

AND PONT MISS Jud’s Grand Finale:
THE FUNNIEST 6 MINUTES

OF YOUR LIFE!

FREE Date Package: 
Attend + be entered to win!

Gift Certificates to Old Chicago 
and AMC Movie Theater
*Event sponsored by CSU*

Healthy Relationships Week 2005 
Brought to you by Peer Education

LUXURIOUS TOWNHOMES STILL REMAIN

DOWNTOWN LIFE.
RIVERFRONT STYLE.

From the tower or the townhomes, you will see the 

magnificent Missouri River and the twinkling lights 

of downtown as you've never seen them before. 

These gracious, one-of-a-kind homes feature spacious 

floorplans, large terraces or balconies, kitchens 

adorned with granite, cherry or maple, and elegant 

master suites. Community amenities include front

desk concierge services, a 24-hour fitness center 

and generous heated parking and storage. All 

this with the convenience of living downtown.

Please visit us today.

See Safes Center Representative tor

Omaha's riverfront is in the midst of a renaissance 

and Riverfront Place is at the heart of it.

Pre-Groundbreaking Incentives!

Sales & Marketing by:

Garrison Partners 
Consulting

Sales Center located at 
101 South 10th Street Suite 100

Omaha, NE 68102

402.39Z4837
www. RiverfrontPlace. com

Sales Center Open 
Saturday - Wednesday 1 0am - 5pm 

Closed Thursday and Friday
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Voodoo Daddy swings with SuperPops
By MATTVANEPPS 
Assistant Scene Editor

Omaha is known nationally for 
its underground music scene, but 
this city can swing, too.

Big Bad Voodoo Daddy will 
perform their original, modern
swing hits, accompanied by the 
Omaha Symphony, as part of the Or- 
pheum Theater’s SuperPops Series, 
on Feb. 11 and 12 at 8 p.m. Guest 
conductor Gregory Vajda will lead 
the nine-piece combo, which is sure 
to be unlike anything Omaha has 
ever heard.

The band’s Web site describes 
its sound as one that merges tradi
tional jazz of the 1940s with today’s 
popular rock.

Its newest album, “Save My 
Soul,” includes elements of Dixie
land and New Orleans jazz, which 
means that each member of the en
semble gets a chance to “jazz up” the 
melody.

According to Glen “The Kid” 
Marhevka, trumpet player for BBVD, 
the idea to cooperate with an orches
tra came about a year and a half ago, 
when the band was invited to per

form with the Air Force Orchestra in 
Washington, D.C.

The orchestra arranged charts, 
standard songs that most bands 
alfeady know, for the group to play. 
Apparently, the show was a success, 
because Big Bad Voodoo Daddy has 
been collaborating with symphonies 
across the country since then.

Marhevka said the best part 
about traveling around the country 
is the opportunity to meet different 
people, eat amazing food and see 
great architecture.

“I’m really looking forward to 
seeing Omaha,” Marhevka said.

Big Bad Voodoo Daddy does 
not shy away from big gigs, playing 
at events like the Super Bowl and the 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day -Parade. 
One of the band’s next stops is Los 
Angeles, where they will join the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic.

The band recently released a live 
album and a Christmas album, so 
Marhevka said they will need time to 
regroup before putting another CD 
on the shelves.

He thinks the next album will 
feature more of a big-band sound, 

which means that the group will 
have to expand from seven members 
to fifteen.

Swing music re-popularized 
in the late ’90s by Cherry Poppin’ 
Daddies (remember “Zoot Suit 
Riot”?) and The Brian Setzer Or
chestra, may not rival indie rock in 
Omaha, but Marhevka thinks swing 
music has a strong following across 
the country.

“It’s not really a scene,” Mar
hevka said. “Swing music has always 
been there and will always be there. 
We’re just doing our own thing.”

While traditional swing music 
refers to a band playing old stan
dards, the seven-piece group plays 
original work with high energy and 
an edge.

“We’re an alternative to retro,” 
said Scotty Morris, leader of Big Bad 
Voodoo Daddy. “What we do is wild 
and swingin’, but it’s our modern 
version of swing.”

Tickets are priced from $13.50 
to $50.50, with discounts for stu
dents and seniors, and are available 
at 342-3560 and at www.omahasym- 
phony.org.

Photo courtesy of http://www.bbvd.com
Band leader Scotty Morris and the rest of Big Bad Voodoo Daddy look 
forward to touring Omaha when they perform at the Orpheum The
ater Feb. 11 and 12 at 8 p.m.

SPRING BREAK/MEXICO

From $499

Reps go free!

Interested, call 1-800-366-4786

www.mazexp.com

STSTRAVEL.COM

STUUENT 
TRAVELSell Trips, Earn Cash 

& Travel Free

Join Amenta's #1 Student Tour Operator 

CANCUN 
ACAPULCO 

JAMAICA 
BAHAMAS 

FLORIDA

1-800-648-4849 / www.ststravel.com

Part Time Nanny Needed 
Primarily mid-afternoons & evenings 

For 4 children ages 4-11 
Car & current drivers license required 

Wage is $10/hour 
based on requisite experience 

Memorial Park area. 
References needed. 

Call Marla at 578-6922

House in Dundee for Rent!
5020 Webster Street
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath 

All wood floors, very clean, 
Backyard deck, 2 car garage 

$1100/month + utilities 
Call Sheila at 

871-7434

Friday, February 18: 7'9 Pm SPRINGCAREER FAIR
9_ 9 I An Annual Night for College9 9 9 9 Students to Discover Joslyn!

Join Us

Special musical guest. 

Son, Ambulance.

U Masters! Enjoy a guided tour of the

Professional 
Evening of Career 

Information

^rthe direction of OmahaCreate your own masters under toe

S ^Otero and John -er.

n00R PRIZES •nirM $4- POP • DOOR PKUX
■ nn for the general public.

$5 admission tor uw a ____ ___

ira IDSIYN (402) 342-3300 :
a ' ■ 2.200 Dodge Street • Omaha, NE 68102

llWliT Aft Museum www.joslyn.org and kids.joslyn.org.

. . Sponsored by the Joslyn Art Museum Association.

WHEN: Tuesday, February 15th 

TIME: 4:00 P.M. - 8:00 p.m. ’ 

WHERE: Skutt Student Center 
Ballroom, Creighton University

< Come and visit with, morethan 50-. 
- employers hiring:for fiilktimeand ■ 
ipart-time, summer and internship 
positions. Business attire .reeom-

, mended.. Business casual required.

For more information, call:
280-2722

http://www.creighton.edu/careercenter

Creighton
UNIVERSITY

fems

ORGANIZATIONS' 
FROM.,, • 
Banking

■ Business 'Services
Government 
-HealthCare 

k " Insurance
■ ? Non-Profit 

Retail
Technology 

and other areas
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Editorially speaking
Not all buy into Valentine’s Day

Valentine’s Day can 
be some people’s favorite 
holiday. Hallmark loves the 
sales, as do flower and candy

But what is Valentine’s 
Day? Is it a day for lovers 
or a day for people to 
demonstrate affection for

New campus entrance needed

shops. It is a day for people 
to demonstrate their love for 
each oilier, but for others it 
can be a day of misery and 
loneliness.

one another? Whatever 
you feel, remember all the 
people you love. Try to do 
something creative this year,

Spending money Celebrate 
and giving gifts is no a|j 
way to demonstrate .
love. Most ladies of love in
would rather receive 
flowers on any 
random day than

your life

holding onto the 
childhood spirit with 
a Valentine made 
out of construction 
paper, macaroni 
noodles, Elmer’s 
glue’and glitter.

Think of this

With University 
President Rev. John P. 
Schlegel, S.J., announcing 
solid plans for eastward 
expansion Tuesday, one of 
Creighton’s plans should be 
to have some sort of official 
entrance onto campus 
constructed. The 
friendly “walk signal 
to cross 24th Street is 
now on” greeting is 
nice , but with the $50 
million donationbeing 
designated toward 
campus development,
it is safe to say we have the

distinguish Creighton from 
the surrounding Omaha 
community would serve as a 
good way to let people know 
they are at the university

As Creighton'builds east 
and buildings become more 
similar, this perimeter also 

would help keep 
the other, more 
distinguishable 
buildings, like
Swanson and
the Hixon-Lied, 
connected to the 
newer ones.

Creighton has been

Campus 
could be 

more well 
defined

“Any girl 
who’d want 

me to be their 
Valentine.”

Arts & Sciences Freshman

on a day that society deems 
the most romantic day of 
the year. Just because a slew 
of companies can make a 
pretty penny on sales does 
not mean that everyone has 
to jump on the Valentine’s 
Day bandwagon.

Valentine’s Day as a way to 
celebrate all the different 
types of love in your life and 
realize that whether you are 
taken or single, someone 
loves you, even if he or she 
do not show up at your door 
with a dozen roses.

resources to create a more 
welcoming entrance.

While building ' an 
actual wall or gate around 
the entire campus may 
not be ideal, some sort 
of thematic boundary to

growing and will continue 
to do so. With higher 
enrollments, the university 
will also be working to bring 
more entertainment and 
other resources directly onto 
campus.

CO

S

“My husband 
because he’s 
really cute.

He’s 60 years 
old and ador
able. And he 

.puts up with 
me.”

OKAY, WE’RE GOING 
TO PATCH YOU WITH 
JELLY BEANS.

by Kevin coffey

ME WANT MAYO.

Dr. Barb Harris
.£ Asst. Professor of Social Work

“My wife. - 
She’d kill me 
otherwise.”

Dr. Leonard Greenspoon?
Klutznick.Chair, Jewish Civilization

Your take
More ideas on how to handle the parking situation

In response to Amber Ferraras letter 
of complaint last week, I would like bring 
up some more positive thoughts on the 
parking situation.

Creighton is a downtown campus, 
with 6,000 students plus faculty and staff 
descending upon it every weekday. So, 
parking is a problem. The question is: what 
are we going to do about it? Turns out, a lot 
is being done already.

Multiple lots are scattered from the 
periphery of campus to a few blocks away. 
Yes, it could be blocks before an open 
spot is spotted, but if you don’t feel like 
incorporating your daily exercise routine 
into your walk to class, or if it’s a subzero 
windchill kind of day, turn to your local 
shuttle.

With three shuttles running in just 
a few square miles, there’s bound to be 
one near you. A shuttle even runs west to 
38th Street, where there are blocks of open 
neighborhood roads that students could 
park on free of charge and take the shuttle 
to campus. The drivers are friendly and the

service is generally reliable.
Amber is absolutely correct when she 

urged us to work together to ease parking 
pains. Car pooling offers a wonderful 
opportunity to reduce the number of 
cars on campus, make new friends on the 
way and even help save the environment 
for posterity. Do you drive home next 
to the same car with your classmate in it 
every day? Find out where they live and 
offer them rides some days. One less car 
is one more open spot.

Creighton does very well with 
parking considering its location. Many 
colleges I looked at with even smaller 
student populations did not allow 
freshmen to have cars for the simple 
reason that the space was not available 
for parking. Let’s be thankful for what we 
have and be flexible enough to work with 
the system.

Susan Graham
First-Year Pharmacy Student

Got something to say? Send a letter to the editor at kristielukasik@creighton.edu. 
Please keep submissions less than 120 words.

CREIGHTONIAN

Reality TV anything but reality
GUEST 

COLUMN
Catherine Monahan

Arts & Sciences 
Senior

I occasionally find myself imagining what 
my life would be like as a reality show. Cameras 
would catch all of the illicit nuances of my daily 
life, like brushing my teeth or getting the mail. 
The Federal Communications Commision

would hold its breath as I organized my sock 
drawer. It would probably run for a good three 
weeks before being moved out of its prime-time 
slot due to parental complaints.

It is hard to accept that situations contrived 
by leathery-skinned Hollywood moguls are 
in any way reflective of my reality. While we 
continue to be statically boring, reality television 
continues to try the limits of voyeurism.

I was flipping channels the other night and 
paused on NBC’s “Fear Factor.” Celebrity host 
Joe Rogan pulsed a blender as wary contestants 
eyed its bloody contents. The contestants were 
given a generous helping of liquefied rat. I 
wracked my brain, attempting to draw the 
connection between rat blending and reality.

The latest addition is MTV’s “Laguna 
Beach,” which blurs the lines of reality and

grotesquely excessive wealth. Its participants 
whine their way down the streets of Orange 
County, creating drama at the drop of a $200 
Von Dutch trucker hat, complaining about their 
tan lines over Appletinis on the veranda. I fail 
to see the connection between trust-fund baby 
culture and my reality.

With each new series introduced and each 
new winner proclaimed, we move further and 
further away from a healthy grip on reality. 
Give me any cheesy sitcom and I’ll see myself 
in it, whether it’s feecause I have three dads or an 
identical cousin.

They can keep manufacturing drama to 
appeal to our innate voyeuristic tendencies. But 
it won’t be reality. Real life doesn’t pull in the 
ratings. In the meantime, I’ll wait for this trend 
to be over; pass the rat.
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Dancing Grandpa gets crowd going

Photo by Jen Edney

"The Dancing Grandpa," Len Leavitt watches the Jays defeat Witchita State 73-69 on 
Feb. 5. at the Qwest Center Omaha. Leavitt has followed the Jays for over 40 years.

By MICHAEL STACY
Sports Reporter ■

He is perhaps the most recognizable of 
Creighton basketball’s many fans.

Len Leavitt, better known by Creighton 
basketball fans as “the dancing grandpa,” first 
gained notoriety among fans at the Qwest Cen
ter Omaha after making several appearances 
on the video board during a game last year.

Leavitt’s inexhaustible energy and enter
taining dance moves have made him a main
stay on the video board during halftimes and 
timeouts at the Qwest Center and made college 
students less than half his age marvel and wish 
they had the energy — and the dance moves 
— of a grandpa.

Although his fame is new, Leavitt sup
ported Creighton basketball long before his 
rise to Omaha celebrity status. He has been do
ing it since long before the Qwest Center and 
the video board and long before the T-shirts or 
the ESPN appearance.

Leavitt began coming to Creighton bas
ketball games as a boy with his father, Len, and 
his brother, Bob. Even at a young age, Leavitt 
learned creative ways to cheer on the Jays 
— and give the referees a little trouble.

“My dad took me to games back in the 
days when Paul Silas played,” Leavitt said. “We 
used to have tickets right by the floor, and we’d 
come to games with big phony glasses and offer 
them to the refs.”

Leavitt’s mother, Elsie, laughed as she re
called those days and talked about the origin of 
her son’s wacky sense of humor.

“I’m sure he got all that from his father,” 
Elsie said.

Leavitt learned more from his father than 
just wacky cheering methods; he also gained 
an appreciation and a deep affinity for all 
Creighton athletics.

In addition to supporting Creighton 
basketball, Len’s father also was a major sup
porter of Creighton baseball. He established a 
friendship with former Jays baseball coach Jim 
Hendry and supported the baseball program 
through financial donations.

Fittingly, after Len’s father had supported 
Creighton athletics for so long, the program of

fered him and his family'a helping hand when' 
it was most needed.

“The Creighton family couldn’t have been 
kinder to me when my husband was sick,” 
Elsie said. “They were there every single day. I 
couldn’t say a bad thing about any of them.”

Although the elder Len died in 1997, his 
wacky, energetic, pro-Creighton spirit lives on 
in his wife, five children and numerous grand
children and great-grandchildren.

Thanks to his influence, supporting 
Creighton athletics has become a family affair 
for the Leavitts. According to Elsie, members 
of the Leavitt family have season tickets to 
Creighton baseball and soccer, and they fre
quent a variety of other Creighton sporting 
events.

And then there is basketball.
“On any given Creighton game day, there 

could be four generations of Leavitts sitting in 
the stands,” Leavitt said.

Leavitt family members possess a com
bined 16 season tickets to Creighton men’s 
basketball games. And, while all the Leavitts 
support the Jays, there is one Leavitt who does 
it in a way that people cannot help but notice.

“I had my first 15 minutes of fame last year 
toward the end of the season,” Leavitt said. “I 
was getting kind of squirrelly, and they put the 
camera on me, and, of course, I’m not shy.”

The timer has long since sounded on 
Leavitt’s 15 minutes, and he still is captivating 
crowds at the Qwest Center with his wacky, 
energetic cheering and dancing.

Leavitt’s celebrity has even spread beyond 
the Qwest Center’s video board. His image has 
appeared everywhere from ESPN to official 
dancing grandpa T-shirts, and two tickets to 
sit with him at a game were recently auctioned 
off at a local grade school’s fund-raiser.

As his celebrity status spreads, Leavitt 
eagerly looks ahead to what his future as the 
dancing grandpa holds. But at the same time, 
he does not forget his mentor in cheering, the 
dancing great-grandpa, if you will.

“I’ll tell you what, if my dad were still 
alive, he’d be right there dancing with me,” 
Leavitt said.

Jays hope to continue last year’s success
By BOBBY GRENNAN 
Assistant Sports Editor

Snow covering the ground of the Creighton 
Sports Complex will not stop the baseball team, 
which plays its first game of the season Feb. 11 
at Sam Houston State.

The Jays open the 2005 season with a 
three-game series at Sam Houston State and 
follow it with a three-game series at Northern 
Colorado on Feb. 18.

After the 2004 season, which the Jays fin
ished with a 35-24 record and a school record 
number of conference victories and a second- 
place regular season finish in the Missouri Val
ley Conference, many of the players are looking 
to take the team to another level.'

The Jays are-looking to improve upon last 
season’s accomplishments, and one of the main 
things they stress is having a good start to the 
season. Last season, they struggled to a 10-10 
start, and in the 2003 season they had a slug
gish 5-15 start through the first 20 games.

“We’ve had some slow starts the last cou
ple of seasons,” said junior pitcher Jeff Daneff. 
“We want to have a good start to this season 
and have it carry through the rest of the year. 
We need to concentrate on playing the whole 
game,-not just the first or last couple of in
nings.”

Daneff and junior Eric Wordekemper re
turn as the Jays’ top two starting pitchers. Last 
season, Wordekemper and Daneff combined 
for an 11-7 record. They .will have to replace 
departed All-American pitcher Steve Grasley, 
who compiled a 12-4 record as the Jays’ ace.

“We understand what we can do on the 
field,” Daneff said. “There is a lot more confi
dence coming into this season.”

Both Daneff and Wordekemper spent the 
summer pitching in several highly competitive 
leagues in Alaska. Creighton is ranked second 
in the preseason MVC coaches poll, earning

Daneff Wordekemper

two of nine first-place votes. Wichita State, last 
season’s league champion, is ranked first with 
five first-place votes.

The Jays return a majority of last season’s 
vaunted defensive presence, led by senior mid
dle infielders Tony Roth and Brad Dutton. Last 
season Dutton, a shortstop, and Roth, a second 
baseman, combined for just one error apiece. 
The Jays, as a team, led the nation in fielding 
percentage with a mark of .982, which was the 
second best all-time in NCAA history.

Roth also was one of several returning Jays 
who earned various off-the-field accolades last 
season. He was named to the all-conference first 
team after batting .356 and leading the team in 
hits and doubles. Roth ended last season in the 
midst of a 19-game hitting streak. '•

“We have a lot of older guys on this team,” 
said junior pitcher Matt Buckingham. “There is 
a lot of experience on the field.”

- Both Buckingham and Daeges are coming 
off reconstructive' “Tommy John” arm surger
ies. Buckingham, under went the procedure in 
2002 following a breakout freshman season, 
including being named to the freshman all- 
American team. He spent the last two seasons 
rehabilitating his arm and seeks to make a ma
jor contribution to this season’s team.

Daeges, who started 58 of the team’s 59. 
games last season in left field, underwent the 

reconstructive surgery after the season. He will 
still see some playing time this season but in a 
designated hitter role.

On Wednesday, Roth was named to the 
preseason all-MVC baseball team, as were 
Dutton and third baseman Gabe Lapito.

Several quality matchups line this season’s 
schedule, including three games, two against 
Nebraska and one against Southwest Missouri 
State, at Rosenblatt Stadium, the home of the 
NCAA College World Series.

The Jays will spend the first two weekends 
on the road but will make their home debut 
Feb. 25, when they open a three-game series 
with St. Louis.

A major change with this season’s sched
ule was a shift in weekend series format. Previ
ously, teams in the MVC were required to play 
a four-game weekend series against the same 
opposing team, including two games on Sat
urday. This season, that total was reduced to 
three games per weekend. Such a change has 
been implemented over the past few seasons in 
several other major Division I baseball confer
ences.

Both Wordekemper and Daneff see the 
prospect of only three games in a weekend as a 
distinct advantage to their team.

“Having only one game a day makes it 
more competitive,” Wordekemper said. “It 
used-to be by the time we got to our Sunday 
game it would be a slugfest because our pitch
ing was worn down.”

Daneff said he knows it also means their 
opponents will be able to give their best pitch
ers in a weekend, but the Jays have a large 
amount of depth and can compete with any 
team they face.

“Four games in a weekend are really 
draining on all the players, not just pitchers,” 
Buckingham said. “By not having to play dou
bleheaders, it will keep everyone fresh.”

MEN’S NOME 
^9 BASEBAIL SCHEDULE

*Denotes a Missouri Valley Conference Gaine. 

All games listed will be played at the Creighton Sports 

Complex.

Fri. 2/25 Saint Louis 2:30 p.m.
Sat. 2/26 Saint Louis 1 p.m.
Sun. 2/27 Saint Louis 1 p.m.
Ibe. 3/15 South Dakota State 1 p.m.

DH
Fri. 3/18 Northern Colorado 2:30 p.m.
Sat. 3/19 Northern Colorado 1p.m.
Sun. 3/20 Northern Colorado 1 p.m.
TUe. 3/22 North Dakota State 2:30 p.m.
Wed. 3/23 North Dakota State 2:30 p.m.
Fri. 4/1 Southern Illinois* 3 p.m.
Sat. 4/2 Southern Illinois* 1 p.m.
Sun. 4/3 Southern Illinois* 1 p.m.
Sat. 4/9 SMS* 1 p.m.
Sun. 4/10 SMS* 1p.m.
Hie. 4/12 Kansas State 3 p.m.
Wed. 4/20 Wisconsin- 2 p.m.

Milwaukee DH
Fri. 4/29 Bradley* 3 p.m.
Sat. 4/30 Bradley* 1p.m.
Sun. 5/1 Bradley* 1p.m.
Fri. 5/6 Northern Iowa* 3 p.m.
Sat. 5/7 Northern Iowa* 1p.m.
Sun. 5/8 Northern Iowa* 1p.m.

Graphic by Kathryn Brady


