
Horning was part of history
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Dr. Ross Horning, who taught history at Creighton for 41 years, passed away on April 1. 
Many remember Horning as a kind-hearted professor who loved his students.

H The professor lived an extraordinary life 
and will be remembered for his kindness.

By HEIDI DUNKLEM  AN 
News Editor

Walking into the late Dr. Ross C. Horn
ing’s office is like walking into a room that has 
been frozen in time for 30 years.

The single table lamp that lights the dim 
room casts a dusky glow over many shelves of 
old books. His desk is cluttered with piles of 
paper. There is a radio, but no computer, and 
‘70s-style furniture sits on top of bright orange 
carpeting. In the three decades Horning has 
been in that office the carpet outside his office 
has been replaced twice, but both times, he did 
not want to move his things out of his office to 
replace his carpet.

A cluttered office is not all Horning left 
behind when he died last Friday at the age of 84 
after complications from surgery. He also left 
memories in the minds of those whose lives he 
touched in the 41 years he taught at Creighton.

“I had a hard time coming to work this 
morning because I knew it wouldn’t be that 
same place I’d come to for the last 30 yearj 
because he wouldn’t be here,” said Dr. Richard 
Super, professor of History. “I’m sure it’s a bet
ter place because he was here.”

At Horning’s wake on Monday, the Rev. 
Bert Thelen, S.J., said it was appropriate that

“I would say that Ross is in good 
company, and I would also say the 

pope is in good company.”

The Rev. Bert Thelen, SJ. 
on the deaths of Dr. Ross Horning 

and Pope John Paul II

Horning died around the same time as Pope 
John Paul II because both men were world 
travelers and shared the same love for youth.

“I would say that Ross is in good com
pany,” Thelen said, “and I would also say the 
pope is in good company.”

Horning lived an extraordinary life. 
Born in Watertown, S.D., Horning played 
professional baseball, was a Fulbright Scholar 
in India, lived in Russia and Canada, served 
in the U.S. Air Force and traveled all over the 
world often dining with foreign dignitaries.

But when his friends remember him, these 
are not the main topics of conversation. When 
they remember Horning, they talk about the
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Thousands gather to mourn Pope
By CARESSA McCURNIN 

Reporter
Editor’s note: Caressa McCurnin, Arts & 

Sciences junior, is currently studying in Rome.
VATICAN CITY — Tear-glazed eyes 

looked upon the glowing windows of the 
pope’s quarters Friday evening, with hope for 
a sign from Papa. The crowd stood paralyzed 
with grief. The soothing hum of prayers and 
hymns filled St. Peter’s Square. The aroma of 
candles burning and flowers being offered en
gulfed Piazza San Pietro, as the square is called 
in Rome. Thousands of people gathered that 
evening to pray for their Papa, to pray for his 
survival, but mainly to pray for an end to his 
suffering.

The mood in Rome has remained the same 
since Friday evening. It is felt in the silence of 
the city, the closed businesses, the eyes turned 
downward, the crowded metros and buses 
headed for the Vatican, the posters of Pope 
John Paul II blanketing the city.

The first prayer service offered to the pope 
took place Friday evening. The cardinals led 
the rosary as a crowd of thousands responded. 
Gospels and past speeches of the pope were read 
between decades of the rosary. At the time, the 
pope was coming in and out of consciousness. 
We were told that he was responding to the 
sound of the prayers filling San Pietro, which 
gave many hope. The amount of love and faith 
that flooded the square was indescribable. I 
have never witnessed anything so powerful. As 
the prayer service ended, silence fell upon us. 
The crowd did not move throughout the night. 
Thousands upon thousands continued to enter 
the square. As darkness fell, the square glowed 
with the light of candles, pictures and letters to
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People stand inside St. Peter's Square in Vatican City praying and mourning the death of Pope John Paul II. Mourners created a memo
rial to the late Holy Father made of candles, flowers and religious pictures.

the pope were posted on pillars and walls and 
flags waved in the air. The crowd would break 
into moments of cheering and clapping so Papa 
would know its presence below him.

On Saturday evening a second prayer 
service was offered. However, the mood of 

the crowd this night was different, as if people 
knew they were losing their Papa. The crowd 
had doubled in size. Like a cup overflowing, 
the crowd spread beyond the piazza into the
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Turn to Pages 8 & 9 for 
more stories about Pope 
John Paul II and his legacy.

Weekend Weather
FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

'^^.■HighTa High: 70 ' "" High: 69
Low: 39 ' .j^g^Lbw: 46 

Sunny Partly Cloudy Chance of
thunderstorms 

The Atmospheric Science Society .

The Scene
■ REVIEW: ‘Sin City’ is black, 
white and red all over.

Commentary
■ Next week’s Day of Silence is 
the talk of campus.
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HORNING: Longtime history professor was a champion for students’
continued from page 1

same things: his passion for sports, gift for sto
rytelling, admiration for the arts, astonishing 
generosity and love of teaching.

Although Horning stopped playing pro
fessional baseball a long time ago, he was an 
athlete well into his 70s. Super, who took a class 
from Horning as a student and has been a col
league of Horning’s since 1976, said he played 
on an intramural softball team with Horning 
for several years.

“Some of my favorite memories are of 
playing ball,” Super said. “He was so competi
tive. He loved to play with the students, but he 
loved to beat them even more.”

Super said that on any given Friday af
ternoon, you could find Horning starting up a 
game of basketball with students. Doubting the 
old man’s abilities, Horning often was picked 
last but shocked the students with a deadly set 
shot he would hit again and again.

John Krecek, university registrar, said 
Horning loved to play ball with students.

“He loved being around young people, 
and that kept him young, too,” Krecek said.

Krecek had been having coffee with Horn
ing three times a week for roughly 15 years, and 
what he remembers most is Horning’s amazing 
gift for storytelling.

“He would get that twinkle in his eye,” 
Krecek said. “He probably should have been an 
actor.”

Although Horning was not an actor, he 
did his part to support the arts, having opera 
and symphony memberships, among others.

“You name it, he had a membership to it,” 
said Dr. Ashton Welch, associate professor of 
History.

But it was not Horning’s love for the arts 
that Welch thought was most astonishing; it 
was his care and generosity for all people. He 
bought students books when they could not af-

Photo by Angie Zegers 
Dr. Richard Super, associate professor of 
History, reads Scripture at Horning's fu
neral. Super taught with Horning in the 
history department for about 30 years.

ford them, and he and his wife Maxine endow 
the history department’s largest scholarship.

“You cannot believe how many charities 
that man gave to,” Welch said. “He was the 
kindest human being on the face of the earth, 
and we said that when he was alive.”

With all of his passions, teaching may 
have been his favorite.

“He loved to teach, and he loved 
Creighton,” Super said. “I don’t think he could 
have imagined life without either one.”

Horning was adept in the field of history. 
While most history professors have one or two 
areas of specialty, Horning taught classes on 
many countries from Russia to Ireland to Asia, 
to name a few. Super and the other history pro
fessors used to joke that when Horning stopped 
teaching, the ad to replace him would be long.

Horning’s love for teaching showed in his 

classes. Shennen Floy, Arts & Sciences senior, 
took his modern Asian world history class. She 
loved listening to Horning’s stories and said he 
showed incredible concern for students.

“If a student displayed effort and interest 
in his class, Horning was very excited to impart 
his wisdom and philosophy on that student,” 
Floy said. “He met students where they were 
in their academic journey and appropriately 
pushed them to new heights.”

Floy said she will miss the stories of 
Horning’s fascinating life experiences, and 
that he had a lasting influence at Creighton.

Horning made some important changes 
on the campus over the years. He always had 
one or two pet projects he was working on, said 
the Rev. John P. Schlegel, S.J., university presi
dent. Over the years, Horning championed the 
causes of Native Americans, was a huge voice 
for the promotion of women’s athletics before 
Title IX and was instrumental in having man
datory ROTC for male students abolished at 
Creighton.

“He was always a champion for the stu
dents,” Schlegel said. “Everything that he did 
was focused on his students.”

Every one of these people said Horning 
loved teaching at Creighton so much he never 
wanted to retire.

“He died doing what he loved the most 
— teaching,” Super said. “That we could all be 
so fortunate.”

The last day of the semester in every class, 
Horning would write a timeline along the whole 
length of the board and label important events 
in history to put the students in perspective of 
what a small moment in history they were. He 
would end with an Irish blessing:

“May the road rise to meet you. May the 
wind be always at your back. May the sun shine 
warm upon your face. And rains fall soft upon 
your fields. And until we meet again, may God 
hold you in the hollow of His hand.”

POPE: Crowds in St. 
Peter s Square prayed 
for the Holy Father 
continued from page 1

streets. You could see the tired eyes of those 
who had spent a restless night in the square as 
the prayer service continued just like the last. 
The crowd responded to the Hail Marys and 
Our Fathers the same as the night before, but 
held the rosaries tighter, the responses were 
lower and the hurt was deeper.

When the prayer service ended, many 
began to exit the square but were stopped 
with the beginning of another prayer. Con
fusion ran through the crowd until the car
dinals announced Pope John Paul Il’s death. 
The news had arrived to us late because of the 
prayer service. The TV stations already had 
announced the death to the public. The crowd 
fell to their knees in sorrow, their cries filled 
the air and their tears pounded the ground. 
To those present, it was overwhelming. All 
the crowd could do was pray while the arms 
of San Pietro held them close together.

The crowds have not dispersed since. No 
matter what hour you arrive at the square, 
thousands of people are present, carbinari 
line the streets, TV networks hound those 
mourning and the glow of candles continues 
day and night. It is difficult to convey what 
we are experiencing and witnessing here in 
Rome. It is incomparable to anything and 
everything. One of the last symbols of peace 
and love has left our world. Many are fright
ened of what will come next. The unknown 
haunts many.

Public visitation of the Pope lasted for 
days. The lines ofpeople to see him were miles 
long. People came from all over to offer their 
respects and proclaim “Viva il Papa!”

#1 Best Job
Come hang out at camp, play games, 

be a role model, get a tan, 
laugh until your sides hurt, 

learn to build the ultimate camp fire, 
meet friends you’ll have for life!

Jobs available for day camp 
and resident camp. 

Call Girl Scouts - Great Plains Council, 
558-8189 ext. 223 

to begin the best summer ever.

Don’t haul it home; 
Store it with us!

Afibrdabe Self Storage 

High Security Locks Provided 

www.affordableselfstorage.biz 

5711 S. 60th 

733-1090

Discounts on Benefit Card!

Save 20-80% on dental, 

vision, chiropractic and 

prescription services.

E-mail Stacey at 
elitehb@netzero.com

Cute, Cool, & Affordable!
402 William

2 Bedroom w/ den. 
Newly remodeled. 

Glassed in Balcony. Cats ok. 
A must see unit!

$525
305-0939

Exceptional 
4 bedroom home for rent 

38th & Farnam. 
Full attic, basement, 2 bath & jacuzzi. 

Central air, wood fireplace. 
Near new stove, fridge, washer & 

dryer. Nice back yard, garage. 
Available in June. 

Up to 4 students welcome.
551-4388

DUPLEX FOR RENT
2 Bedroom at 

1806 North 60th Street, 
all new floors, appliances, 

minutes from campus 
$495.00 

Interested, 
Call 551-2515

Waterfront Positions
College students seeking a unique 

seasonal job, flexible hours, general boat 
and facility operation and maintenance, 
working with the public, sailing and/or 

canoeing experience helpful.
Send resume to:

Omaha's Cunningham Lake Marina 
8035 Irvington Road

Omaha, NE 68122

Tennis Anyone?
Seeking someone with 
tennis background and 

good communication skills 
to assist on and off the court.

Please apply to the 
Omaha Country Club 

6900 Country Club Rd., Omaha 
or call HR at 577-3005.

FOR RENT

2 bedroom duplex 
Minutes from campus 

Washer/Dryer/1 Car Garage 
$650/month 

Call 578-1505

FIRST TIME BUYER 
Why Rent When You Can 
Own Your Own Home?

To Receive a Free Report 
Call Toll Free for a 

Recorded Message 
1-866-802-0771

ID#2400 
CBSHome Real Estate

Want to stay in shape and get a tan?
Omaha Country Club seeks energetic individuals to work 

full-time over the summer on our grounds team. Must be 18. 

Call HR at 577-3005 or apply to: 

6900 Country Club Road

(just north of Immanuel Hospital on 72nd Street)

LIVE CLOSE TO CAMPUS!
Several 1 bedroom apartments & a 3 bedroom duplex available. 

Remodeled, very clean, quiet, controlled access, 
off street parking, extra lighting in parking lots.

No smoking, no pets, well maintained with 24 hour emergency service. 
Some properties on Creighton bus line.

Call Sharon Paterson at 721-1031.
FREE COLOR TV, MICROWAVE, DVD PLAYER, OR 

BOOK ALLOWANCE with years lease.
Owner Licensed

$9-$10/Hour
Part-time and Full-time Seasonal Banquet, Bartending, 

Course Bartending, Hostess and Valet positions available. 

Flexible, fun positions. Must be 19.

Call HR at 577-3005 or apply to the:

Omaha Country Club, 6900 Country Club Road
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Students gather to 
remember Schiavo
■ Recent controversy 

brings the right- 
to-life movement 
to campus with a 
prayer and protest 
service at St. Johns.

By CHRIS BAUER 
Reporter

The same controversy about medical 
ethics that divided the nation in recent weeks 
brought members of the Creighton community 
together.

About 20 students, faculty and staff 
members gathered in front of St. Johns Church 
for a memorial service dedicated to the life and 
death of Terri Schiavo on Wednesday.

The service included prayers, song and the 
lighting of 13 candles to commemorate the 13 
days Schiavo survived without food or water.

The event was organized by Katie Gra
ham, first-year Pharmacy student, who said 
the event was put together to show that stu

FOR RENT 
770 S. 69th Street 

Three bedroom/one bath house 
in Ak-sar-ben area.

Remodeled kitchen/bath. Central air. 
Attached garage, fence backyard. 
$800.00/mo. plus $700.00 deposit 

Call 551-2959 
to schedule an appointment

dents are troubled by the events that led to the 
removal of Terri Schaivo’s feeding tube two 
weeks before she died.

“Creighton students have a unique bond 
with the right to life, and we are responsible to 
ensure that the community comes together to 
celebrate Terri’s life and acknowledge her pass
ing,” Graham said.

Katie Schultz, Arts & Sciences sophomore, 
was on hand for the memorial service. Schultz 
said what happened to Schiavo is an extremely 
important event that will impact history and 
she felt it was important to show her support.

The service concluded with a quote from 
the late Pope John Paul II, which said, "The hu
man being, in fact, regardless of the conditions 
in which he lives his life and the capacities that 
he might manifest, possesses a unique dignity 
and singular value starting from the begin
ning of existence until the moment of natural 
death.”

Trenton Pruden, Arts & Sciences senior, 
happened to be passing by the memorial ser
vice and decided to join in. He said he felt es
pecially moved by the words of the Holy Father 
and added, “Life is always the right answer.”

FOR RENT
4004 Harney Street 

One bedroom available from $410.00 
Oak floors, off street parking. 

Walk to Med Center. 
Call Trade at 345-0106 

Byron Reed Co. 
342-8100

ABOVE: Arts & Sci
ences freshmen 
Brandon Silber- 
nagel, Brandon 
Glass, Ryan Ch- 
upp, Mike Pyzyk 
and Business 
freshman Mark 
Ciriaco shoot 
waterba Hoons 
in the 80-degree 
weather Monday. 
LEFT: Arts & Sci
ence juniors Liz 
Tjaden and Kiki 
Conway study 
outside Monday.
Photos by Angie Zegers

Large House For Rent

6-7 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths 
Heating & Air Conditioning 

ON CREIGHTON BUS ROUTE 
Washer/Dryer 

Plenty of Parking 
578-9006

FOR RENT
3301 Dewey Avenue 

Completely remodeled one bedroom, 
wood floors, balcony, secured bldg., 

laundry facility on site, off street 
parking, heat paid, custom 2” blinds 

throughout, lots ofcharm! 
$425.oo/mo. plus $300.00 deposit 

Call 551-2959 
to schedule an appointment

ffl/ffE MOVING?
It’s this simple...
You pack, we pick up, store and deliver your stuff for a low price.

Now On Campus! Spring 2005
Sign-up has begun! (Hurry... space is limited.)

Fun in the sun
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Kelly renews Encuentro Dominicano
By BREANE STRYKER 

Reporter
Creighton undergraduate students seek

ing to live out their Jesuit education in a whole 
new way will have an opportunity to do so 
starting in the fall of 2005.

Although a Dominican Republic study 
abroad program has been at Creighton for 
years, it has recently been revised, complete 
with a new academic leader who believes the 
changes that have been implemented will make 
it an even better experience for students than 
in past years.

Dr. Thomas Kelly, assistant professor of 
Theology, is Encuentro Dominicano’s new aca
demic director. He was a part of the Commit
tee to Restructure the Undergraduate Experi
ence in the Dominican Republic and on the 
Encuentro Dominicano Summer Curriculum 
Committee.

Both committees were especially con
cerned with making the curriculum guide
lines less strict than in previous years so more. 
students would be able to fulfill their core re
quirements while studying in the Dominican 
Republic.

“My goal is to create the best learning 
environment in the Dominican Republic for 
students,” Kelly said.

The program aims to do that by integrat
ing classes that will fulfill core requirements 
with the experience of the realities of a third- 
world country.

In aiming to help students meet their core 
requirements, Creighton plans to send one 
professor from the College of Business Ad
ministration to the Dominican Republic each 
semester to teach a course.

Additionally, a wide array of electives will 
be offered for students in the College of Arts 
and Sciences, COBA and the School of Nurs
ing. Students also will be able to take online 

courses while they are away.
These preparations, along with the CORE 

courses already offered through the program, 
are part of Kelly’s plan to make the program 
as accessible to as many Creighton students as 
possible.

Although the academic aspect of the pro
gram is undoubtedly important to many stu-' 
dents, Kelly wants to emphasize that the time 
in the Dominican Republic is about more than 
just classes and grades.

“It’s a really unique opportunity to live 
out the Jesuit and Catholic ideals,” Kelly said. 
“It’s an integrated program. The purpose is to 
educate the whole person in a creative and in
novative way.”

Part of that integration includes students’ 
assignment to various service sites designed to 
meet their areas of interest, such as humani
ties, social sciences, business or nursing.

Students also will experience two differ
ent 10-day immersions, during which they will 
live with a Dominican family. The rest of the 
time they will be living together in the Institute 
for Latin American Concern Center. ILAC is 
a mission in the Dominican Republic that 
Creighton has had a relationship for over 30 
years, and the Encuentro Dominicano program 
is just one of the Center’s many programs.

Students also will go on guided weekend 
tours designed to help them gain a deeper un
derstanding of the country’s history, geography 
and culture.

Finally, two retreats are planned for stu
dents to help integrate them into the program, 
as well as prepare them to return home.

Kelly knows very well the difficulties of 
adjusting both to a foreign country, as well as 
the adjustments required upon one’s return 
home.

It was his international travel to Jerusa
lem as a sophomore at the University of Notre

Photo by Colin Conces

Dr. Thomas Kelly will incorporate personal experience into his new position as Encuen
tro Dominicano’s academic director. Under Kelly’s leadership the program will allow stu
dents to fulfill more core requirements in the Dominican Republic.

Dame that really sparked his interest in expe
riencing “the reality that was accessible only 
through direct experience of the suffering of 
other people.”

He received his bachelor’s in Theology 
and Government/International Relations from 
the Notre Dame and his master’s and doctorate 
degrees in Systematic Theology from Boston 
College.

Kelly has traveled extensively throughout 
impoverished areas of both the United States 
and Latin America. He and his family plan 
to move to the Dominican Republic so he can 
run the program and be as involved with the 
students as possible.

In order for Kelly and the other professors 
and administrators to be involved with the stu

dents, the first group to go to the Dominican 
Republic will consist of only 10 to 15 students. 
That number may later grow to around 25, but 
for now, Kelly wants to keep it small to ensure 
that students can get as much “face time” with 
their teachers as possible. Kelly said, this will 
help to foster tight relationships among the 
group.

Students who are interested in learning 
more about Encuentro Dominicano are en
couraged to go to Web site, www.creighton. 
edu/ILAC/semester.html, or to contact Kelly 
directly at thomaskelly@creighton.edu. Ap
plications are available on the Web site and are 
due April 15.

If you are an exeptional sales 
person with above average 
customer service skills we 
would like to talk to you!

TM

THE MOST COLORFUL NAME IN JEWELRY.

-Great discount
-Flexilbe hours
-Competitive commision
-Fun sales contest
-Upbeat environment

CAREER OPPURTUNITIES 
NOW AVAILABLE!

EDUCATOR SAVINGS
April 15-17

as seen in...

Apply at Westroads Mall or 
send resume' tojobs@elisailana.com

Retired 
Educators 

SAVE 25*
On Atoott Everything

SPECIAL RECEPTION Friday, April 15
At Borders Stores • Food, Fun & Prizes!

j©t Mi rw tducif’s D. jay safe, or ether proof of ottacator statu.
Dtaoat applies to no regular pries. Oltconirt on DVDs It 15%. Discount on electronics and video games is 10%. Excludes previous and online purchases, 

gift cards, periodicals, comics, special orders not in stock, and shipping. May not be combined with coupons or group discounts.

BORDERS, Walden  bocks

Take Kaplan. 
Score higher.

LSAT GMAT GRE MCAT DAT

Classes are starting soon!
LSAT Classes Start - 4/11 (M/W) & 5/7 (Weekends)

MCAT Classes Start - 5/21 (M/W & T/Th) & 6/4 (T/Th)

GMAT Class Starts - 6/1 (Wed Only) 

GRE Class Starts - (Wed Only) 

DAT Class Starts - 6/11 (M/W)

KAPLAN
Test Prep and Admissions

1-800-KAP-TEST 
kaptest.com

•To»t nonro» me icB'&terod trademarks of tbeir respective owners

Treat Yourself or Stock Your Classroom

pregnant ?
too soon

cMdre””me
SOCIETY

■A private, statewide, non-profit child placing agency.

. ■

No matter your situation, if you’re 
experiencing an unplanned pregnancy, 
you have choices to make.

^The Nebraska Children’s Home Society 
Scan help you make the best decisions for 
fyouand your baby - without obligations 

or fees.

To speak with us confidentially, please 
contact us.
Birth Parent Hotline: (800) 390.6754

(402) 451.0787 • www.nchs.org
3549 Fontenelle Blvd • Omaha, NE 68104
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Dittrick's family waits, asks for prayers
By CATHERINE MONAHAN 

Reporter
A professor’s family, friends and members of the Creighton 

community continue to wait and pray for her recovery.
Dr. Anne Dittrick, adjunct assistant professor of English, 

was with her son when she collapsed at about 9:40 a.m. March 
29 on the third floor of the Hitchcock Communications Build
ing.

Public Safety officers responded to the call, simultaneously 
calling the Omaha Fire Department and Rescue Squad. Dittrick 
was taken by ambulance to Creighton University Medical Cen
ter, where she has remained unconscious since her collapse.

The Rev. Roc O’Connor, S.J., has been a frequent visitor to 
the Medical Center.

“She is in the Cardiac Care unit at Creighton,” O’Connor 
said. “They’re continuing to run tests.”

Word on Dittrick’s condition remains unclear.
Dittrick’s husband, mother, siblings and her four children 

have been by her side, along with members of the English De

partment and the Jesuit community.
A member of Creighton’s English Department since 1991, 

Dittrick teaches world literature and composition courses. 
Tracey Hyda, Arts & Sciences sophomore, has taken both World 
Literature I and rhetoric and composition with Dittrick.

“She did a great job^of relating the literature we were read
ing to-our own lives, and she was always willing to talk about 
non-school issues too,” Hyda said. “She’s more than a teacher.”

In addition to being active within her department, Dittrick 
is a familiar face throughout campus.

“She’s always bubbly, always interested in other people,” 
O’Connor, said, noting Dittrick’s frequent visits to the Campus 
Ministry Office following noon mass.

When Dittrick collapsed, Public Safety dispatchers im
mediately received a call reporting an unconscious woman. 
Some speculation has arisen as to the speed with which officers 
responded.

Rick McAuliffe of Public Safety says that officials were di
rected to the third floor of the Humanities Building, which is 

where the first officer was sent.
A second call a minute later directed Public Safety to the 

Hitchcock Building where Dittrick was found, and a rescue 
squad was summoned. According to McAuliffe, the squad ar
rived several minutes after a Public Safety officer had begun 
administering CPR.

“The rescue squad took over the CPR, and she was taken by 
ambulance to the hospital,” McAuliffe said.

Why the Public Safety officer was first sent to the Humani
ties Building is still being determined.

“We typically have review tapes of calls,” McAuliffe said, 
“but our data recorder has been acting sporadically. Hopefully 
we’ll be able to get to the data soon.”

The English Department declined to comment.
As friends and family continue to wait by Dittrick’s bed

side they request support from the community.
“I ask for the Creighton community’s prayers for Anne 

and her family,” O’Connor said. “She’s touched a lot of people’s 
lives.”

Powwow 
brings 
nations

WEEKLY CAMPUS
SAFETY REPORT

together
Two girls perform a Potato Dance 
at the Native American Associa
tion powwow last Saturday. The 
powwow, which featured danc
ers and drummers from around 
the country, drew about 1,000 
spectators from the Creighton and 
Omaha communities.

Photo by the Rev. Don Doll, SJ.

3/29/05 9:40 a.m. A faculty member 
collapsed and was transported from the Hitch
cock Building to CUMC.

4:15 p.m. A student reported discovering 
damage to her vehicle in the Burt Street park
ing lot and a note from the student who was 
responsible.

4:41 p.m. A faculty member reported his 
bicycle missing from the Hitchcock Building.

3/30/05 6:20 a.m. A staff member re
ported a broken window in the third floor 
breezeway of the Hixson-Lied Science Build
ing.

6:20 a.m. An employee reported cash 
missing from her office in the Cardiac Center.

3/31/05 7:35 p.m. A staff member expe
rienced a medical condition and was trans

ported from the Student Center to UNMC.
4/1/05 5:40 p.m. Two students were in

volved in a minor traffic accident in a parking 
lot west of Gallagher Hall.

4/2/05 1:40 p.m. An officer extinguished 
a mulch fire near the southwest entrance of 
Rigge Science. The blaze was believed to have 
been caused by a cigarette butt.

9:50 p.m. Two intoxicated students were 
transported from Deglman Hall to CUMC for 
treatment.

4/3/05 3:10 p.m. A student reported 
possible damage to her vehicle parked in the 
baseball field lot.

4/4/05 1:30 p.m. A Sodexho employee 
reported cash missing from her office in 
Becker Hall.

The Finest Pasta Dinner - With a choice!

Festa Itaiiana Pasta Dinner
A benefit for our American Italian Heritage Society

Sunday, April 10,2005 
Noon to 6 p.m* 

14tfa & Pine Streets
. (1 Hock west of the Bohemian Cafe)

featuringyour choice of:

Spaghetti with meatballs or sausage 
or

Mostaccioli with chicken/veggies in broth
Both include salad, bread & coffee

Adults: $6.95 Child: $3.50
(more pasta on request)

Also available:

Cannoli/ Italian Pastries & Fried Dough! 
And a full service bar!

2Z
Sponsored by

American Italian Heritage Society 
1430 S. U^Street - 341-9562

i SPRING 
FLING 

2005

i nnSnaetmi * armor for sleep
IvUNFUdlllN D (APPEARING ON THE 2005 VANS WARPED TOUR!)

with an opening act

At Sokol Auditorium.-13th and Martha 
Student Admission: FREE! with ID 

Guest Admission: FREE! (Limit Three Guests Per .
- Creighton Student)

Guests Must Be Accompanied By a Member of 
the Creighton Community

Program Board

Saturday: aprilzs
Doors Open @ 7PM, Show @ 8

Shuttles will be Transporting-Students 
: from Deglman Circle to Sokol Auditorium

Brought lb You byCSU Program Board: “GctWilh die Program-” ;
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Black gives birthday 
present to charity

By TIM SCHULTE 
Editor-in-Chief

No, he was not campaigning for any
thing. Well, at least not for himself.

David Black, Business senior and former 
Creighton Students Union president, spent 
the last few weeks advertising his first ever 
Birthday Benefit, which was held Saturday at 
the Bluejay Bar & Grill.

Black sent e-mails, posted announce
ments on thefacebook.com and relied on 
word-of-mouth to spread the news about his 

Black

fund-raiser. The ef
fort apparently paid 
off; Black raised 
$1,700 for the 
Midlands Chapter 
of the Alzheimer’s 
Association.

.“The goal I set, 
just for fun, was 
$1,500, so we met 
the goal and even 
got a little extra 
money,” Black said.

Black’s grandmother died from Al
zheimer’s disease.

“Basically, what I wanted to do was have 
an event that was going to be a fun time,” 
Black said. “My birthday was a good excuse 
to have a party, and I wanted to have someone 
other than me get something good out of it.”

In actuality, Black’s birthday was March 
22, but the Easter holiday caused him to push 
the date back.

The idea piqued Black’s interest in Janu
ary when he heard about someone who had 
held a similar event. At the same time, Dr.

ZLB BioServices, INC 
(dba ZLB Plasma Services) 

3939 Leavenworth Street 
Omaha, NE 68105 
(402) 345 -1477

Donate plasma and earn

CASH 
TODAY!

eferraC

LOOKING TO START A BUSINESS 
OR 

OWNING YOUR OWN HOME !!!

Call us and we will have your problem solved 
We specialize in: Debt Consolidation, 

Home loon, Auto Loans 
Small Business Loans, Personal Loans.

NO UP FRONT FEES 
CALL AT: 1866-236-8288

PRE SESSION
Muy 16 -June 3 (3 weeks)

Creighton
U X I V E K S I T Y

Term I
June 6 - June 21 (3 u<xk^l

June 6 - July 8 (5 week*)

Term II
JuK 11 - July 29 (3 weeks)

July 11 • August 1 I (5 weeks J

Term IB
May 9-June 22 (M&W)

May IO-June2l if & Ih)

Term IIB
June 27 - August 10 (M & XV)

June 28 - August 9 (T Ihl

Roger Fransecky, an instructor with the 
Anna Tyler Waite Center for Leadership in 
the College of Business Administration, led 
sessions on how to make your ideas a real
ity. Black said he became more excited after 
Fransecky’s sessions.

“I talked to him a little bit,” Black said. 
“He was tremendously motivating and excit
ing.”

Black also got some help from a close 
friend, Bruce Billesback, the 'owner of Aro
ma’s coffee shop in Old Market. After talking 
with Black, Billesback decided to help out by 
underwriting the costs of the event — the 
rent and beer — and refused any advertising 
for his business. A distributor from Bud
weiser heard about the event, and also having 
Alzheimer’s in his family, donated banners to 
help promote the event.

“That was cool to have their support,” 
Black said. “When you’re working on an event 
for [Alzheimer’s] you start to realize how 
many people are affected by this disease.”

The night did not go over without a 
hitch, however. Black tried to mediate a mis
understanding that broke out and ended up 
leaving with a black eye.

“I think it’s funny that I break up a fight, 
and I’m the only one that came out with an 
injury,” Black said. “It was a little more ex
citing than I had planned, but I lived to tell 
about it.”

Injury aside, Black would like to see 
more events in the future.

“Right now, I’m hoping this can be 
something I do on an annual basis,” Black 
said. “It’s a cause that’s really important to 
my family and I.”

www.zlbplusma.com
Fees and donation time may vary. New donors please bring a Photo ID. 

proof of address, and a Social Security card. ___
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; Coming Soon to Brandeis Dining Hall h

■ Fresh Brandeis - April 18-22nd ■
J Health Week ■
■ ■ 
■■ Enjoy healthy alternatives to campus eating ■ 
“ including new breads, salads, smoothies, wraps, ■
■ entrees and more. ■
■ ■
■ ■
" A Nutritionist will be available from 12 p.m.-2p.m. ■
■ each day to answer your questions. ■
11 ■
■ ■— Open to students, faculty and staff via meal plan or cash! ■
KM ■■■ B ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

, Courses offered Day 
and;Evening j

1L Enrolling is EASY

W On campus
^HOUSING available

r

Student goes down in 
books as top worker

By KATIE RYAN 
Reporter

Neither rain nor sleet nor a Shakespeare 
volume stuck in the cookbook section can stop 
Bettina Hamilton from doing her job at the 
Reinert Alumni Memorial Library.

Hamilton, Arts & Sciences junior, has 
come in and opened the library during bad 
weather when no other staff member could 
get there, said Debra Sturges, head of Access 
Services.

Hamilton received the Creighton Student 
Employee of the Year Award for her service in 
the library shelving books, assisting custom
ers and proofreading shelves, which is making 
sure all the books are in the right order.

Sturges said the library’s staff is comfort
able leaving Hamilton in charge.

“She really is reliable, dependable and 
willing to step in whenever needed,” Sturges 
said. “She’s worked here long enough, so she 
really knows our operations.”

Hamilton has been working at the library 
longer than most undergraduates have been in 
college.

“I’m embarrassed to say, but I’ve worked 
there since August 2000,” Hamilton said. “I 
took one semester off, but [I’ve worked there] 
ever since then. I added two years onto my

■

NEW FOR SUMMER 2005
Greater course flexibility, more options, with more time to relax!

Pick up a summer bulletin after March 1 st 
at the Summer Sessions Office (Eppley B 11) 

or the Registrar's Office (Admin 225)

Be sure to check periodically for updates.
1.800.637.4279 or 1.402.280.2843

Bettina 
Hamilton, Arts 
& Sciences 
junior, stands 
the shelves at 
Reinert Alumni 
Memorial 
Library.
Hamilton was 
named the 
2005 Creighton 
Student 
Employee of the 
Year, chosen 
from a pool of 
32 nominees.

Photo by Matt Anzur

school because I changed my major.”
Her experience and work ethic in school, 

the library and her second part-time job have 
made her one of the library’s most trusted em
ployees.

Hamilton’s favorite part of the job is work
ing with people.

“It’s the first job I ever had where I actu
ally talked to people,” Hamilton said. “I have a 
handle on situations when people are confused 
or upset. A lot of work is reading people.”

She also likes working at the library be
cause of the solace of being alone. Hamilton 
said she usually wears her headphones and 
listens to Nine Inch Nails, Tool and Perfect 
Circle, three of her favorite bands.

“I like being able to go to work and know
ing what I’m doing and not worrying about 
doing anything,” Hamilton said. “It’s relaxing. 
I go in there, put my headphones on and get the 
job done.”

Although she keeps the volume down, she 
said the headphones draw extra attention.

“You’d notice me because I’d be the one 
singing to it,” she said.

Hamilton will receive a plaque and a $200 
savings bond at a luncheon in her honor. Her 
name also will be added to the Wall of Distinc
tion in the Skutt Student Center.

Creighton
UNIVERSITY



Now, 
all your incoming

s

•^7 } -^y

A

■(Even the 5 calls 

from your girlfriend 

in the last 20 minutes.}

I
I

when people are wasting your time, they’re not wasting your money.

Unlimited CALL ME Minutes

“^US. Cellular
,y y;yy : We connect with yow.

Unlimited CALL ME Minutes are not deducted from packaged minutes and are only available in die local calling area. Mobile Messaging 250 package Is $5.95 per month thereafter; $0.10 per outgoing message beyond 250. Must call to cancel. Mobile Messaging - a charge 
of $0.10 per outgoing message applies if no messaging package is selected or existing package limit is exceeded. Offer valid on two-year consumer service agreement on local and regional plans of$39.95 or higher. All service agreements subject to an early termination fee. • 
Credit approval required. $30 activation fee. $15 equipment change fee. Roaming charges, fees, surcharges, overage charges and taxes apply. $0.96 Federal and Other Regulatory, charge applies. This is not a tax or government required charge. Local network coverage and relia-

. bility may vary. Usage rounded up to the next full minute. Use of service constitutes acceptance of our terms and conditions. Other restrictions apply. See store for details. Limited time offer. ©2005 U.S. Cellular Corporation.
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Our beloved father, P<
As the Catholic Church awaits the election of a new pope, members of the Crei

Jesuits remember the 
popes legacy, look 
toward the future

By PATRICK KINNEY 
Assistant News Editor

A love for peace. A way with the media. A 
trip to a pasture to stand among 350,000 other 
people. Courage.

There are many things Creighton’s Jesuits 
will remember about the late Holy Father.

“I think he profoundly changed the papacy 
and in general the public’s concept of it,” said the 
Rev. John P. Schlegel, S.J., university president.

Schlegel remembered taking a busload of 
Creighton students to witness the pope’s ap
pearance near Des Moines in October 1979. The 
event was held at Living History Farms and was 
attended by roughly 350,000, Schlegel said.

Schlegel said during the pope’s time he be
came the universal pastor.

“He did that by being, I think, the first pope 
that really understood the media,” Schlegel said.

Among the traits that came to mind for 
the Rev. Richard Hauser, S.J., rector of the Jesuit 
community at Creighton and professor of Theol
ogy, the first was John Paul Il’s legacy as a fearless 
presence for peace.

“He is a man who was accepted to the high 
office of pope and used it to make the world a 
better place for God,” Hauser said. “I think he is 
a person who radiates Christ’s presence. A per
son who’s a powerful prophet for peace and not 
violence.

“I think that John Paul has been a full em
bodiment of that presence of Christ in our world 
and in so has added immensely to the stature of 
the Catholic Church in the 20th and 21st cen
tury.”

Hauser also admired the pope’s courage.
“He was elected in 1978, and in 1979 he went 

back to his homeland in Poland and witnessed to 
the importance of religion in life in that secular, 
communist, atheist state,” Hauser said. “Prob
ably, he set in motion the fall of the Iron Curtain, 
and he did that within a year of his becoming 
pope.”

According to a sermon Schlegel delivered 
last year, the pontiff traveled to 129 countries for

Mourners have 
left makeshift 

memorials 
like the one 
pictured all 

over St. Peter's 
Square in 

Vatican City 
since the 

pope's death 
on April 2. 

People waited 
in line for hours 

to view the 
pope's body.

Photo by
Courtney Wittmann 

a total of 800,000 miles during his tenure at the 
Vatican.

“I think if you take the mobility and vis
ibility as well as the media coverage and the use 
of technology, I think you see one individual 
profoundly change the way that institution func
tions,” Schlegel said. “Now the message that went 
with that is as important because this messenger 
was the message.”

That message often was controversial, ac
cording to Hauser. But the pope did not seem to 
mind being the cause of debate.

“In the pope, you have a man that no one 
controls,” Hauser said. “If he’s controlled by any
one, it’s the Holy Spirit of God who precipitates 
his speaking out on those issues that he thinks 
are crucial for the well-being of the human fam
ily.”

“I think he really did take the Gospel of Je
sus and the Beatitudes, and he tried to live them 
out both as pope and as messenger,” Schlegel 
said. “Now, amidst all that, of course, he’s tak
ing a venerable, 2,000-year-old institution and 
confronting the modern world.”

While keeping the line on more traditional 
issues like suicide and euthanasia, John Paul II 
also delved into new moral gray areas.

Hauser mentioned being touched also by 
John Paul H’s personal bond with his subjects.

“He is always bending over to kiss a baby or 
hold a woman’s hand to his heart or to tousle the 
hair of a child,” Hauser said. “To me, the love in 
him pours out in a grandfatherly way. He seems 
to feel a connection — a human, personal con
nection — with people. ”

Both Schlegel and Hauser agreed that who
ever is chosen to follow John Paul II has big shoes 
to fill.

“It’s a wonderful legacy to inherit, but it’s a 
huge responsibility to live out,” Schlegel said.

“It’s going to be very difficult to find a suc
cessor with the same stature and command, the 
same respect as he did. I’d hate to be that person 
that tries to fill his shoes,” Hauser said.

Pope John Paul II blesses the crowd as he rides through St. Peter's Square in Vatican City. During his reign as pope, John 
members of the audience. Millions of people have traveled to Vatican City to mourn the pope since his death on Saturda 

Expert weighs in on the p
By KEVIN COFFEY 

Assistant Editor
With the death of Pope John Paul II, there is a lot of specula

tion and wonder about who will be the next pope and how he will 
be chosen.

Dr. Michael Lawler, the Amelia and Emil Graff professor of 
Catholic Theology at Creighton, lived in Rome for the elections of 
Pope John XXIII and Pope Paul VI.

“I stood in Saint Peter’s square,” Lawler said. “It was very 
exciting standing for three days.”

The new pope will be chosen by a conclave made up of the 117 
eligible members of the College of Cardinals. A rule says that only 
those cardinals under 80 years of age are eligible.

Traditionally, after a pope dies, there are nine days of mourn
ing and then a funeral. John Paul II stated that he wanted to be 
buried before the nine days were up. John Paul H’s funeral is 
scheduled for today, only six days after his death.

The cardinals in the conclave are meeting in general sessions 
' before voting to get to know everyone.

“These cardinals are from all over the world, and a lot of 
them don’t know each other,” Lawler said. “They’re not going to 
elect someone without knowing his — for lack of a better word 
— platform. They’ll know what he is concerned about and what 
he cares for.”

The conclave will officially open April 18. The College of Car
dinals is required to open the conclave within 20 days of a pope’s 
death. That morning, the cardinals will go in procession to the 
Sistine Chapel, be locked in and remain there until a new pope 
is elected.

According to Lawler, the election process involves mut 
prayer and starts with the election of three cardinals, called tel 
ers, who will count the votes. Two votes occur per session, and 
two-thirds majority vote is required to elect a new pope.

Before each voting session, the cardinals take an oath to ket 
all voting and discussion of the voting secret.

“If no one is elected during those two votes, they burn tl 
ballots,” Lawler said. “A chemical is added so black smoke com* 
out. After a day of voting, they return to their living quarters, sti 
locked in, where there is no television, no newspaper and no inte 
ruption or distraction from the outside.”

The conclave votes until someone is elected, then the ballo 
are burned without the chemical so the smoke comes out white.

“That is a signal to the world that a new pope is elected 
Lawler said. “The square will be packed every day waiting to si 
who is the next pope. The dean of the College of Cardinals com* 
out onto the loggia (balcony) facing St. Peter’s Square and ai 
nounces the election of the new pope. ”

John Paul II made a rule that, if eight days go by without tl 
election of a pope, the cardinals can vote to go to a simple majo 
ity.

“I wouldn’t expect it to go eight days,” Lawler explained, 
expect it to go no longer than three days. We might see somethii 
by the fifth vote.”

As for speculation on whom the new pope might be, Lawl 
said there is a rule in Rome. “If you are mentioned as a possibilit 
that is the kiss of death. You will not be elected,” he explaine 
“However, I, in my lifetime, have seen the frontrunner elected tv 
times.”

REMEMBERING 
THE POPE

- Born Karol Jozef Wojtyla on May 18,1920,in Wadowice, Poland.
- Ordained a priest in November 1946.
- Became archbishop of Krakow in 1964.
- Became a cardinal in 1968.
- Elected pope on October 16,1978. Took the name of John Paul, 
after his predecessor, John Paul I, who served less than one month.

- First-ever Slavic pope.
- When he was elected, he was th 
- Only two of his 263 predecessoi 
-Visited 129countries. Firstpop< 
- Died April 2,2005, at 84 years of
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sr, Pope John Paul II
iembers of the Creighton community reflect on the life of the late pontiff.

Photo courtesy ofTom and Anne Pogge

i Vatican City. During his reign as pope, John Paul II made weekly appearances on Wednesdays and met with 
to mourn the pope since his death on Saturday.

John Dechant, 
Arts & Sciences 
senior, kisses 
the pope's ring 
during a visit to 
the Vatican in 
2000. Dechant 
and his family 
also met the 
pope during a 
visit to the 
Vatican in 1992.

Photo by Servizio 
Fotografico

Students remember the only 
pope who served in their lives.
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Cardinal Gantin from Senegal, in West Africa, and Cardinal 
Arinze from Nigeria, also in West Africa, are possibilities for a 
new pope.

“There hasn’t been a black pope since the fifth century,” 
Lawler said. “However, there was no Polish pope before John Paul. 
Who knows?”

Lawler predicts an Italian will be elected.
John Paul II made a rule that it is forbidden for a candidate 

to promote himself. The penalty of violating this rule is excom
munication.

“John Paul put the papacy on the world canvas,” Lawler said. 
“The pope is no longer just a Catholic leader but a world leader. 
Whoever gets the job has a huge task ahead of them.”

The new pope will face many challenges. “There are serious 
problems to be confronted,” Lawler said. “Who would want the 
job? It’s a serious question. Whoever is elected faces a tough task. 
Catholicism in West Europe is seriously in decline. The number of 
priests is in serious decline.”

Now is the first time the majority of Catholics do not live in 
Europe. According to Lawler, the majority live in Africa and South 
America. This is a big change for the Catholic Church because it 
has been a historically European-centered church.

About changes in the church, Lawler said: “You can’t tell. 
It’s dependent on who gets elected. I was a student in Rome from 
1958 to 1963, and Pius XII died. Angelo Roncalli was elected and 
renamed John XXIII. No one knew about him, and then he called 
the second Vatican council. That certainly changed the church. It 
could happen again.”

- First-ever Slavic pope.
- When he was elected, he was the first non-ltalian pope in 455 years.
- Only two of his 263 predecessors -St. Peter and Pope Pius IX - served longer. -
- Visited 129 countries. First pope to visit the White House, in 1979, and Cuba, in 1998.
- Died April 2,2005, at 84 years of age.

Graphic by Daisy Bonham-Carter

By TIM SCHULTE 
Editor-in-Chief

John Dechant has a firm recollection of 
Pope John Paul II.

When the Arts & Sciences senior met the 
late pontiff at the Vatican in 2000, the pope’s 
solid handshake left a big impression.

“You don’t expect a frail old man to give 
you a firm handshake,” Dechant said. “That’s 
what stuck out most in my mind.”

Abiding by papal etiquette, Dechant 
kissed the pope’s ring after shaking his hand.

That was the second time, however, 
Dechant was able to personally meet the pope, 
having done so a few years earlier.

“We went in the early ‘90s and toured the 
entire city,” Dechant said. “I don’t have the 
biggest recollection of that trip.”

Dechant, his parents and his two brothers 
got first-class treatment at the Vatican, thanks 
to Dechant’s grandfather, Virgil Dechant, who 
was the Supreme Knight of the Knights of Co
lumbus from 1977 to 2000. As the chief execu
tive of the organization, Virgil would frequent
ly visit the Knights’ office in St. Peter’s Square, 
and came to know the pope personally.

For both visits, the Dechants sat in a spe
cial section during the pope’s Wednesday ap
pearance. During the 2000 visit, the Dechants 
were given a special tour by Archbishop John 
Foley, president of the Pontifical Council for 
Social Communications. Foley introduced 
them to.the pontiff, making special note that 
they were Virgil Dechant’s family.

.Foley showed the Dechants the pope’s 
personal movie theater during their tour.

“It was sweet,” Dechant said. “[Foley] told 
us a great story about the movie ‘Life is Beauti
ful.’”

A special screening was held for the pope 
with the film’s director, Roberto Benigni, and 
Foley. It was Foley’s job to sit between the two 
to keep the erratic Benigni calm while keeping 
John Paul II entertained.

Meeting the pope did not enhance 
Dechant’s faith, but rather manifested it.

“It wasn’t a faith-changing experience, 
but a faith-signifying experience,” Dechant 
said. “It’d be like growing up a Chicago Bulls 
fan and getting to meet Michael Jordan.”

For Nursing freshman Therese Ringel, 
however, seeing the pope was a faith-changing 
experience.

“It really made me realize what’s impor
tant and what to put first, especially when all 
of your peers are going the other way,” Ringel 
said. “He gave you the confidence. All the 
millions of people who were there felt the same 
way. You weren’t alone making the decision.”

Ringel saw the pontiff at World Youth Day 
in Toronto in 2002.

Following a week of activities with bish
ops and cardinals, Ringel called the pope’s

arrival “electrifying,” noting that it had rained 
all night prior to his morning appearance and 
when he arrived it stopped.

“You were completely humbled by his 
presence,” Ringel said. “You were so excited he 
was there. It completely changed the feeling of 
the park.”

Ringel will be traveling to Rome this May 
and was hoping to see the pope at the Vatican. 
However, her disappointment is subdued by 
the opportunity to see the changing history of 
the church firsthand.

“It will be exciting to see the direction of 
the church and who will be following him,” 
Ringel said. “It’s just sad because he was so 
well loved and looked up to. He’s the only pope 
I’ve known, so it will be a difficult transition.”

Ada Grzebielska, Business freshman, 
echoed Ringel, saying her faith grew stronger 
after seeing John Paul II during his visit to St. 
Louis in 1999. In addition, Grzebielska also has 
her own special connection with the late pope: 
Like John Paul II, she calls Poland home.

Grzebielska was born in Swidnica, Po
land, and lived there until her family moved to 
Fort Dodge, Iowa, when she was 9-years-old. 
She returns to Poland each summer to visit her 
extended family.

Grzebielska never had the chance to see 
the pope in their homeland but said the entire 
nation always was completely devoted to him.

“He’s a really big role model for the Polish 
people,” Grzebielska said. “He is a great figure 
for Poland because he helped bring us out of 
communism.”

Poland broke from communism in 1989.
Her family in Swidnica has kept Grzebiel

ska and her parents updated on the happenings 
in Poland.

“I know on Saturday before he died [Swid
nica] had a parade for him,” Grzebielska said. 
“Everyone put out candles and went to church. 
The country is very, very religious. It shows you 
how much the people care for him.”

The only Polish pope, John Paul II was not 
well-known prior to being elected, other than 
being a candidate for the papacy, according to 
Grzebielska’s mother, Danuta Olberg. Howev
er, it did not take long for the people of Poland 
to fall in love with the pope.

“When he was elected, everyone cried 
from happiness,” Grzebielska translated for 
her mother. “Everyone was proud and knew he 
would do something wonderful for the coun
try.”

Grzebielska found the pope’s omnipres
ent smile one of his most remarkable qualities, 
especially when he confronted his would-be 
assassin from the 1981 shooting.

“He’s such an amazing role model for kids, 
not just adults,” Grzebielska said.
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Photos weave interesting stories

Photo by Julia Odorisio

Photographs from the "Figure Within Frames" series by the Rev. Michael Flecky, S.J., are 
part of the latest exhibit to line the Lied gallery walls. The series features photos that 
highlight the human body in different forms, frames and compositions.

Lied Gallery Art Exhibit: 
Remnants, Remains, Ruins and Reminders

- Photography by the Rev. Michael Flecky, SJ.
Exhibit runs until Saturday, April 9

Upcoming exhibit:
Bachelor of Fine Arts Thesis for Stephanie Nabity 

Exhibit runs April 20 to May 15

By KELLI MUTCHLER 
Assistant Scene Editor

If the cliche is true that every photograph 
tells a story, then the Lied Center’s newest 
gallery exhibit tells tales worth thousands of 
words.

Titled “Remnants, Remains, Ruins and 
Reminders,” the exhibit features the photo
graphic art of the Rev. Michael Flecky, S.J., pro
fessor of Fine & Performing Arts and McGloin 
Hall chaplain.

The exhibit contains pieces from several 
series of work, such as “Drive-in Theater,” and 
“Heart and Soul Food Pantry.” The exhibit 
follows more than 50 solo exhibits Flecky has 
had in the past 25 years. His photography is 
the result of many years of teaching, working, 
publishing and studying. Though photography 
is his medium, Flecky has many more reasons 
for choosing to create art from film.

“There are as many reasons as there are 
photographs,” Flecky said. “Why does someone 
choose to write a poem? Perhaps it is the need 
to make a response to what I see by adding my 
own visual contribution.”

He has been contributing his photograph
ic talent to Creighton since 1981.

While Flecky created some of the work in 
these collections during a 2003-2004 sabbati
cal, his major collection, “Augustine in Africa,” 
began in the 1980s.

The collection covers a vast region of 
Northern Africa connected to St. Augustine’s' 
life and ministry. First introduced to the saint 
while he was an undergraduate student read
ing Augustine’s Confessions, Flecky traveled 
from Algeria to Tunisia to capture the story of 
St. Augustine in crumbled stone and ancient 
artifacts.

“They are important for how they illumi
nate the historical and cultural background 
of a church ‘Father,’” Flecky said in his artist 
statement.

Flecky’s statement also said the photos 
emphasize Augustine’s contributions to classi
cal literature, language and other aspects of the 
Christian Church.

Flecky tells other fascinating stories 
through photographs from his “Heart and 
Soul Food Pantry” series. These photos frame 
black and white faces of people who depend on 
various food agencies in the neighborhoods of 
Niagara Falls, N.Y.

In a contrasting color collection, several of 
the photos show the smiling visages of people 
as they participate in an art activity sponsored 
by the food pantry.

In “Drive-in Theater” series, Flecky uses 
both singular photographs and multiple images 
of outdoor drive-in movie theaters. The story 
behind these is inspired by Flecky’s travels.

“The ‘Drive-in’ series was the result of hav
ing encountered hundreds of theaters in small 
towns as I drove from place to place in the Mid
west on other locations,” Flecky said. “They be
came almost totemic for me as I thought about 
how movie entertainment and outdoor com
munities have become privatized and turned 
inward.”

The exhibit also contains several photo - 
mosaics and two other series,.“Landscapes Re
composed” and “Figure Within Frames.” For 
his “Figure” series, Flecky explained that he 
chose to photograph the nude form in several 
photos for the same reasons he did not photo
graph it in others.

“It seemed appropriate at times to the idea 
of revealing the shape, form and gesture of the 
human figure in relationship to frames, com
partments and compositions,” Flecky said.

Students, faculty, staff and visitors can 
visit the Lied Center gallery before the exhibit 
closes. The gallery is open free of charge, Mon
day through Friday, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. The exhibit 
ends April 9 with an artist reception from 6-9 
p.m. All are invited to attend.
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Guns, guts and 
visuals rule the 
'City’ streets
■ REVIEW: “Frank

Miller’s Sin City”
By MICKFORGEY 

Scene Editor
“Frank Miller’s Sin City” could have 

sucked.
Comic movies usually do. Filmmakers 

sell fantastic stories to the audience with pop 
culture winks and celebrity players, and the 
material loses its essence.

And Frank Miller’s comic book is all es
sence. Highly stylized, both in story and visu
als. It is exaggerated noir, tales full of energy 
and violence, tragedy and humor, rendered 
negatively, white against black backdrops.

This film could have been awful. I mean 
“Spawn” bad.

But Robert Rodriguez, with Miller co-di- 
recting and Quentin Tarantino guest-directing, 
has channeled his tight yet manic, uncompro
mising filmmaking into making an uncompro
mising translation of “Sin City” from comic to 
screen. It is a physical change. Water goes from 
liquid to vapor but remains water. “Sin City” 
has made the jump to film, with nearly every 
colorful character, jaded piece of dialogue and 
perpetually violent panel translated faithfully. 
This film is style and mayhem. Nothing more, 
nothing less.

“Sin City” was digitally shot and rendered 
black and white so effectively that you feel the 
rained murk of the alley ways. Occasional shots 
mimic the negative imagery of the pages, to 
dramatic effect. A character drowns in a tar pit, 
a solid white form descending against a black 
background. The filmmakers play with this 
scheme further by injecting color randomly, 
making red dresses, gold eye pieces and a 
killer’s yellow skin pop out of the screen.

The visuals are matched — even upstaged 
— by the plot: A Frankenstein combination of 
Miller’s gritty stories, Tarantino’s interwoven 
“Pulp Fiction” storytelling and Rodriguez’s en
ergetic “Desperado” violence, which abandons

. The People's Thumb
"Frank Miller's Sin City"

reality for absurdity. Three broken men — 
Mickey Rourke’s hulking Marv, Clive Owen’s 
determined Dwight and Bruce Willis’s righ
teous cop Hartigan — blast their way through 
citywide corruption for the women they love.

Celebs populate “Sin City” effectively. 
Mickey Rourke, a human middle finger, both 
fractured yet raised at the same time, emits sav
agery and childish devotion through his latex 
face. Bruce Willis brings his “Die Hard”-honed 
resilience while Benicio Del Toro, imbued with 
Rodriguez’s energy, charges every glare with a 
threatening menace. However, no one hams 
it up or takes center stage. They channel their 
personalities and talents, but let the actions of 
Miller’s characters speak for themselves.

Their individual stories careen around 
plot twists and crash with violent climaxes but 
hold your interest with typical noir mystery, 
high stakes and action.

And by actions, I mean seeking justice 
with a hacksaw (which is what one of the he
roes does). “Sin City” is perpetually violent,

Photo courtesy of Krypton Comics

with shootings, stabbings, beheadings and mu
tilations throughout. This could have turned 
derivative and tasteless fast, but Rodriguez 
presents the violence as it is: comic violence. It 
may be relentless, but it is not real and is never 
presented as such. Main characters are shot 
multiple times, run over and survive three-man 
beat downs. Gunshot wounds are rendered as 
white blood splurts against black figures that 
propel backwards. You are in a comic book. A 
very, very violent one.

There is no hero in “Sin City.” There is no 
moral, and this film will not win Oscars, save 
visual ones. It is a pulp piece at the end of the 
day. But “Frank Miller’s Sin City” is a celebra

tion of bold filmmaking. Robert Rodriguez 
brings Miller’s books, with all their absurd dia
logue and over-the-top violence, completely to 
the big screen, exactly as he wanted it, exactly 
as Miller drew it. There are no Powerade ads 
lingering in the background, no action figure 
tie-ins and no hit single.

The scenery, actors, plot and violence all 
serve one end: to bring a comic book to life.

It is just, in this case, a very, very, very 
violent one. But it does not suck.

Spring concerts blossom at Lied
By MATTVANEPPS 
Assistant Scene Editor

Spring usually brings the music of birds that have found 
their way back to Nebraska. For Creighton students, the month 
of April brings music of another kind.

The first event to grace the ears of audiences is the Wind 
Ensemble Concert, which takes place Tuesday at 7 p.m. Un
der the direction of Music Coordinator Dr. Frederick Hanna, 
assistant professor of Performing Arts, the students have been 
practicing for months.

The Wind Ensemble will play classic concert band litera
ture, but also has worked on some new songs. After an entire 
semester of rehearsals, it is finally time to harvest the fruits of 
the musicians’ labor. Hanna said the concerts are a good way to 
expose the community to classical music.

“It’s a nice opportunity to show off the students’ talent,” 
Hanna said.

For an exciting kickoff to the weekend, the University Or
chestra performs April 15 at 7 p.m. Hanna also will conduct this 
performance. The orchestra will play a classical repertoire.

The Choral Concert finishes off the week of musical activi
ties on a high note Sunday at 2 p.m. The concert will consist of 
the Chamber Choir and the University Chorus, both under the 
direction of the Rev. Charles Jurgensmeier, S.J., assistant profes
sor of Performing Arts. The concert also includes the Gospel 
Choir, directed by music faculty member Dr. Claudette Valen
tine.

April’s entertainment does not stop there — the Javanese 
Court Gamelan, “Son of the Good Earth,” will present a per
formance under the stars at 8 p.m. on Sunday, April 24. The 
gamelan is an Indonesian orchestra that consists of percussion 
instruments such as gongs and xylophones. The outdoor con
cert features an ensemble of current students, alumni, faculty,

Photo by Liz Sudeta, courtesy of the Dept, of Fine and Performing Arts

The gamelan concert, shown in this file photo, will be held 
on the north lawn of the Lied Center on April 24 at 8 p.m.

staff and other members of the Omaha community under the 
direction of Fine and Performing Arts Department Chair Dr. 
Marilyn Kielniarz. The concert is planned to be on the north 
lawn of the Lied Education Center for the Arts, but it will be 
moved to the main lobby if there is inclement weather.

The concerts, which take place each semester, are financed 
a number of ways, including the Richard and Mary McCormick 
Endowment Fund for the Fine and Performing Arts the Grace 
Keenan Fund.

For all four groups, these concerts are really the only chance 
to display hard work from the past semester. The performances 
give the entire Omaha community the ability to appreciate the 
variety of artistic aptitude available in the community.

April events at the Lied

On Lied Center Mainstage:
Wind Ensemble
Tuesday, April 12, at 7 p.m.

University Orchestra
Friday, April 15, at 7 p.m.

Choral Concert
Sunday, April 17, at 2 p.m.

Jazz Ensemble
Friday, April 22, at 7 p.m.

On Lied Center North Lawn:
Gamelan Concert
Sunday, April 24, at 8 p.m.
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Standing with those who are silenced
GUEST 

COLUMN
Adam J. Greteman

Arts & Sciences 
Junior

In 1997, the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops stated in Always Our Children 
that “the teaching of the Church makes it 
clear that the fundamental human rights of 
homosexual persons must be defended and that 
all of us must strive to eliminate any form of 

injustice, oppression or violence against them.” 
On April 13, 2005, Creighton University’s Gay/ 
Straight Alliance will be asking the Creighton 
Community to stand with the Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender and 
Ally communities in the second annual 
Day of Silence, a day of solidarity to 
illustrate the silence that those in the 
GLBT community face as a silent, 
invisible minority.

Individuals who would like to 
participate should visit the tables on 
the mall from April 11 to 13. Speaking 
cards and buttons will be available to 
help educate people about the impact 
of hate speech. The silence on this 
day will serve as a reminder of the 
silence that is experienced by not only 
GLBT individuals, but also by those 
who have family and friends who are

GLBT and by allies who stand in solidarity with 
the GLBT community. As members of a Jesuit 
institution that values men and women, for

Day of osLonce

AprgL 13, 2003 

and with others, it is our duty to help end this 
silence and promote the fundamental human 
rights and dignity afforded to all individuals 

of society, along with creating a safe 
and understanding atmosphere for all 
students.

At 6 p.m. on Wednesday, April 13, 
the silence will be broken in front of Saint 
John’s Church with a prayer vigil to affirm 
our commitment to strive for justice, 
respect and prayer for those who have 
had to face discrimination, prejudice and 
hate because of their sexual orientation. 
Following the breaking of the silence, the 
GSA will present an innovative program 
in Rigge Science 120 titled “Why Are You 
Straight?” which will serve to examine 
and make participants aware of the 
privilege heterosexuals are afforded in 
our society.

Social Security doomsday not looming
GUEST 

COLUMN
Joshuah C. Marshall

Arts & Sciences 
Junior

Is Social Security at risk? Yes. Are private 
accounts the way to go? No.

A recent article in The Creightonian 
covered Hal Daub and his support of President 
George W. Bush’s privatization plan for Social 
Security. He spoke of the trust fund going broke 
and how private accounts are the way to go. What 
he failed to mention is the insolvency of the plan 

and that private accounts would actually hasten 
the depletion of the Social Security Trust Fund.

Bush’s rhetoric about the looming financial 
crash of the system is merely a scare tactic. He 
commonly refers to the prediction that in 2018 
the trust will be paying out more than it takes in. 
As if this will be a new occurrence — 14 times 
in the past 47 years this scenario has occurred, 
with the gap as wide as $10 billion in 1983 under 
the Reagan administration.

In addition, when the trust does reach the 
2018 mark, under the present system, it will 
have reached its apex $3.7 trillion in the fund, 
and then begin a steady decUne to insolvency 
by 2042 or 2052, depending on whether you go 
with the Social Security Administration or the 
Congressional Budget Office estimate. At which 
time FICA taxes will still be able to pay for 70 
percent of the benefits. This, of course, will 
create a 30 to 40 percent cut in benefits — which 
is not acceptable and needs to be addressed — 

but let’s look at the Bush plan.
Private accounts will avert the 2018 

crossover... by rapidly accelerating it. In fact, 
Bush’s system will reach a $2 trilhon high in 
2012, and then deplete funds by 2029; And when 
this happens, the benefits are gone. Instead of 
the money taken out of paychecks going to the 
trust fund, it will be diverted to government-run 
stock and bond options.

Now, nothing warms my heart more than 
Repubhcans running to the government for help, 
but this isn’t what I want. A person will not have 
the large amount of flexible options she is being 
led to befieve she will. In place of that, there will 
be a small number of corporations chosen by 
presidential appointees to keep the cost of the 
program down.

In addition to Bush’s “sky-is-falling” 
scheme and misleading tactics to get the 
American public to buy into his plan, it has a 
huge flaw. Social Security is a guaranteed fund 

for those who need it. People can look forward to th 
trust fund existing when they retire, currently am 
especially if revised. But private accounts would not 
Their solvency is spun from dreams about long-rui 
stock market returns that cannot be squared witl 
the real world.

President Clinton did once speak of private 
accounts in part of a larger scheme to revamp th< 
Social Security Trust Fund. He also said Socia 
Security could be saved, along with private account 
created, instead of cutting taxes — not both. Th 
current administration has chosen its priorities 
and now spins dream-like scenarios to have th 
American people buy into something else that is no 
good for them.

This brings me to my final point. As it stands 
the Social Security Trust Fund has $1.7 trillion ir 
treasury bonds, and the U.S. General Fund has < 
$7.7 trilhon deficit, which will increase with the $i 
trillion cost of Bush’s privatization plan. What func 
is in need of immediate attention?

Start by doing what’s necessary 
then do what’s possible...

and suddenly you are doing the impossible
- St Francis of Assisi

The Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity. Catholic women religious in 
service to the world. Our ministries include education, health care and 
community/parish services in a diversity of rewarding environments.

Call Sr. Marianna Merkatoris, OSF at 
www.fscc-calledtobe.org

The world needs you. God calls you.

920-682-7728. Or visit

We invite you.

Franciscan Sisters
of Christian Charity
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Editorially speaking
Horning's heart was in teaching

The late Dr. Ross 
Horning was a living symbol 
of the-mission of Creighton 
University. In over 40 years 
of service as a professor in 
the History Department, he 
not only served as a teacher 
but also a mentor, father and 
later grandfather to 
his students.

Horning 
pursued his love of 
history by traveling 
the world. Through 
his membership 
in the U.S. Air 
Force and also through his 
extensive travels and studies 
throughout Europe, Asia 
and both North and South 
America, he brought history 
to life.

Although he had no 
children of his own, he

Professor 
displays 
Jesuit 
values

became a father to the 
generations of students he 
advised and taught.

Horning taught until a 
few weeks before his passing, 
demonstrating his desire 
to teach and his love of this 
institution.

The passings 
of Horning and 
the Rev. Richard 
McGloin, S.J., in 
the last month have 
closed a chapter in a 
memorable book for 
the university.

As we look to expand 
and change the campus for 
the better in coming years, 
let us not forget those who 
have been there as beacons of 
the Jesuit ideals, especially of 
“men and women for others” 
in our classrooms.

Supporting cause without words
Many people fear the 

discrimination they will face 
when revealing a certain 
aspect of their life. That is 
tire fear members of the 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender community 
face.

On Wednesday 
the Creighton campus 
will observe the 
second annual Day 
of Silence. The day is 
an opportunity for all 
people to demonstrate 
their support for 
GLBT people.

Oftentimes, members 
of the GLBT population feel 
the need to keep silent about 
their sexual preference 
and lifestyle because of the 
discrimination and prejudice 
they could face as a result of

coming put to the public.
Let us as a university 

take the time to show our 
support by participating 
in the Day of Silence. This 
is a day where what you 
do not say will be the most 
important testament to your 

tolerance for all 
people.

Instead of 
conversing with 
friends on the 
mall, take the time 
to reflect on how 
you felt when you

were disrespected in the past. 
In doing so, you will become 
more mindful of those now 
being discriminated.

Let your silence be 
your loudest voice next 
Wednesday.

Silence 
can be 
sign of 
support

Colin McGrath
Arts & Sciences Senior

“He did a lot 
for people 
in Latin 
America 

and inspired 
. people to 
do better 
things.”

Dr. Gloria Romero-Downing 
Associate Professor of Spanish

“1 don’t know 
how, but he 
seemed to 

bring people 
together.”

Annie Mae Allen

“I always. 
thought he 
was a great 
man and a 

greatleader.”

KEITH AND JIMSO /MEET 
OUTSIDE THE COUNTY JAIL.

WHOLE 
LIFE.

FVE SEEN 
WAITING 
FOR THIS

ALRIGHT JIA4SO, 
WE HAVE TO 
GET IN THERE 
AND GET STEVE 
OUT. ARE yOU 
READV?

Cashier in Becker Dining Hall

“I think his 
influence on 
youth and 

trying to bring 
youth back to 
the church.”

William Watkins
Arts & Sciences Freshman

Your Take
Story pleases employee

People will often ask me how I can 
juggle work and school at the same time. 
I often give them a canned answer like, “I 
get by? That’s not really why I do it. I do it 
because I have the unique opportunity to 
occupy two special places at once. Seeing 
the article on Krypton Comics in Issue 
19 of The Creightonian solidified that 
thinking. The “geek scene” in Omaha is 
really a special one; I have been other places 
and seen their shops. Omaha has one of 
the most diverse populations of stores in 
the Midwest Krypton prides itself on the 
highest caliber of customer service in the 
area, and I say that not only as a member 
but also as a client. Thank you for the great 
article.

Ora McWilliams
Arts & Sciences senior and Krypton 
Comics employee

Got something to say? Send a letter to the 
editor at kristielukasik@creighton.edu. 
Please keep submissions less than 120 
words.

Challenged by growth of heart
GUEST 

COLUMN
Nick Fagn ant

Arts & Sciences 
Junior

Do we, as students, faculty and staff at a 
Jesuit university, challenge ourselves enough? 
This question is at the forefront of my mind, 
especially because it is “Global Week of Action.”

What does Cura Personalis mean in our

AHH

A TIME OF
F&s^ee ON 
The lawn,

IN THE

Ff^f fboo 
ow TH & MAll.

context? For me, it has meant challenging my 
own complacency. When I try to open my mind 
and heart to other people and possibilities and 
grow as a “whole person,” it scares me more than 
I care to let on. Nevermind all of the papers I 
write and finals I take; the hardest thing I have 
done at Creighton is challenge myself to grow.

Cura Personalis has meant intentionally 
putting myself in new situations (inside the 
classroom and in my private life) so that my 
heart and mind have the opportunity to be 
transformed. Creighton is not only about growth 
of the intellect but also of the heart.

I can make a judgment about the war 
and occupation of Iraq, or 1 can take “Middle 
Eastern World” and learn about the region and 
people affected.

I can be angry with God or the church or

take “Jesus Christ: Yesterday and Today” and 
learn about Christian/messianic hope and love.

1 can give money to a homeless person, 
or have a meal with her at the Siena/Francis 
House.

I can feel bad that some live lives much 
worse than mine, or I can choose to act and buy 
Fair Trade and Sweat-Free products.

I can send money to Oxfam, but I can also 
spend a semester in the Dominican Republic 
giving of myself to people in the Third World.

How are you challenging yourself and 
educatingyour“wholeperson”? You are allowing 
your mind to be transformed in college, so give 
your heart and soul the same chance. It’s scary 
as hell, but its the most important thing you’ll 
do at Creighton, and it will mean the world to 
someone else.
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What is my 
calling?

(Hint: It's more than a job, more than a career)

MOST NUR S E S WIL L E NTE R TH E U.S, H E A LT H CARE S YSTE M.' 

. YOU’RE NOT MOST NURSES,

Most nurses spend their entire careers in the same hospital. In the United 
States Air Force, it’s unlikely you’ll'even spend it in the same state or country. 
You’ll have the opportunity to practice nursing in as many as 20 different fields 
in a variety of nursing environments. And you’ll feel a greater sense of shared 
responsibility when you have the opportunity to actually lead your team. Sound 
like the kind of career you’d like to have? Then call 1-800-588-5260.

AIRFORCE.COM/healthcare • 1-800-588-5260

“Your vocation is like your inner fire.
Some think the flames are lit by God, but 
I think we light the flames ourselves. To 
follow your vocation is to dance around 
this fire.”

Clifton McVay 
Freshman

“My vocation is a lifelong commitment to 
living as fully as possible: mentally, spiri
tually, and physically, continually search
ing for the best uses for my abilities.”

Let the river guide you.

Luke Carroll 
Sophomore

r www.creighton.edu/cardoner cardoner@creighton.edu

Cardoner is funded by a gnuit from Lilly. Endowment Inc. 
to empower.all students to pursue-their life callings.

Come 
and 
See

"When: April 15-17.
Where: The Jesuit House of Studies 

at Loyola University Chicago.
"What: Our semi-annual Come and See Weekend. 

This is an opportunity for all inquirers who are
interested in learning more about Jesuit life and training to meet
and talk with young Jesuits in training.

We are happy to help with travel costs if needed. 
Contact us for more information or a reservation.

vocations@jesuitswisprov.org 
(414) 937.6949 or (800) 537.3736 ext. 231

Plefise visit our website: WWW.jesuitsWisproy.org
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Dotzler prepares for Bluejay lifestyle
By BOBBY GRENNAN 
Assistant Sport Editor

Josh Dotzler is trading in his 
purple and yellow Bellevue West 
Thunderbirds jersey for a blue and 
white Creighton Bluejay uniform.

Dotzler recently was named 
Nebraska’s Mr. Basketball and also 
became the first person in 14 years to 
be named the honorary captain of the 
All-Nebraska high school basketball 
teams by the Omaha World-Herald 
and the Lincoln Journal Star.

And he has signed a letter of in
tent to play for Creighton next year.

“Creighton has a great tradi
tion,” Dotzler said. “Coach Altman 
gets his teams to play hard. I like 
their style of play and look forward 
to playing for him.”

What appealed most to Dotzler 
was the academic and athletic repu
tation of Creighton and the campus’ 
close vicinity to his family. He is the 
fifth-oldest of twelve children.

He has led the Thunderbirds to 
a 48-3 record over the last two sea
sons, winning back-to-back Class A 
state championships.

He verbally committed to 
Creighton -during his sophomore 
year of high school after Altman of
fered him a scholarship.

Dotzler also garnered interest 
from schools like Houston, Iowa 
State and Texas, according to Rivals, 
com, a Division-I online recruitment 
service.

Dotzler joins Brice Nengsu, cur-. 
rently a freshman guard at Weath
erford Junior College in Texas, as 
two of Creighton’s recruits for next 
season. Both signed their letters of 
intent last November.

The most appealing aspects of 
Dotzler’s game come not in the point 
column but in those statistics most 
important to a skilled point guard 
— assists and steals. He finished his 
career at Bellevue West as the all- 
time leader in both categories.

Although he has the ability to 
score, he has the even more valuable 
attribute of finding his open team
mates on the court.

One only has to look at the sta
tistics sheet from the recent Class A 
title game. In Bellevue West’s 67-49 
victory over Creighton Prep, Dotzler 
scored only 10 points but dished out 
10 assists and had 8 steals.

During the first annual Omaha 
Shootout held on Feb. 4, Dotzler 
faced the Kansas City O’Hara team 
led by Nebraska recruit Marcus 
Walker. Walker scored 36 points, but - 
Bellevue West won the game handily 
83-70. Dotzler had a double-double 
with 13 points and 10 assists.

Many high school seniors have 
the challenge of adjusting to normal 
college life, but those who are mov
ing on to play athletics on top of 
studying have an additional adjust
ment to make.

“Going from high school to 
college is a big step in general,” Dot
zler said, who is planning to enter 
the College of Business. “I know 
Creighton is a great school. An edu
cation from Creighton will take you 
a long way in the future.”

The Omaha World-Herald has 
twice named him to their Academic 
All-Metro team.

Among the biggest challenges 
that many players have to make as 
they move from the high school to 

the college level are the speed and 
physical style of play. Dotzler was 
able to accomplish his feats in high 
school while there were few other 
college prospects on the court with 
him.

As such, he is looking forward 
to playing with the returning players 
on the team. Creighton loses only 
one starter from last season and will 
be led by talented guard tandem: 
Missouri Valley Conference First- 
Team selection Nate Funk and the 
2005 MVC Tournament Most Valu
able Player, Johnny Mathies.

It will be months before it is 
known whether or not Dotzler will 
see any time in the starting lineup, 
but the last true freshman to start at 
point guard was senior guard Tyler 
McKinney.

“It’s hard to think about how I 
am going to perform on the team,” 
Dotzler said. “I just want to be a part 
of it, contributing in any way pos
sible.”

He was a regular in the crowd 
at many of the past season’s home 
games.

“Creighton had a great year this 
year; it will be a challenge for me to 
come in and to learn from them,” 
Dotzler said. “They know what it 
takes to have a good team. It’s going 
to take a lot of work. It’s a big step 
and a great honor.”

April 13 is the next letter-of-in- 
tent signing day for the NCAA. Since 
Quincy Henderson departed from 
the program in January, Creighton 
has one more open scholarship to 
bring in a recruit for next season’s 
team.

Photo by Matt Anzur
Creighton recruit Josh Dotzler brings the ball upcourt in a Feb. 4 game 
against Kansas City O'Hara at the Qwest Center Omaha. Dotzler led 
the Thunderbirds to an 83-70 win with 13 points and 10 assists.
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Senior 
pitcher 

Brandon Bird 
delivers the 
bail against 

the Nebraska 
Huskersat 
Rosenblatt 

Stadium. Bird 
pitched two 

shutout 
innings.

Bullpen gives 
Jays big relief

a Pitchers rescue Jays 
in wins over 
Huskers, Salukis.

By MICHAEL STACY 
Sports Reporter

One week removed from suffering a frus
trating 10-2 loss at the hands of the Univer
sity of Nebraska, the Creighton baseball team 
looked like it was dangerously close to a similar 
fate Tuesday night at Rosenblatt Stadium.

For the second time in two games against 
Nebraska, the Jays gave up early runs to the 
Huskers and had trouble producing early of
fense of their own.

Although the beginning of Tuesday’s 
game was similar to the start of Creighton’s 
first matchup with the Huskers, the ending was 
oh-so-different, thanks in large part to another 
stellar showing from the Bluejays’ bullpen.

Freshman Ben Mancuso, senior Brandon 
Bird and sophomore Scott Reese combined 
to hold the Huskers scoreless over the game’s 
final 6 2/3 innings as Creighton topped No. 4 
Nebraska 4-3 and improved to 23-7.

“Our pitching has been great all year, es
pecially our relief pitching,” senior Matt Dae- 
ges said. “Any time you can go to the bullpen 
and have confidence that guys will shut [the 
opposition] down, that gives you more confi
dence as an offense. Those guys have kept us in 
a lot of games.”

While Daeges was quick to praise the ef
forts of the Jays’ relievers, Reese was equally 
impressed with Creighton’s defense against 
Nebraska.

“Whenever we needed a big play, they 
came up with it, just like they have been all 
year,” Reese said. “That makes it easier for a 
pitcher to throw strikes.”

Combining timely hitting with solid pitch
ing and defense, the Jays had a winning recipe 
Tuesday. Interestingly, many of the timely hits 
that sunk Nebraska came from Husker trans
fers now playing for the Jays. ’

Photos by Jen Edney

Junior designated hitter Zach Daeges takes a swing against the University of Nebraska on Tuesday, at Rosenblatt Stadium. Daeges 
drove in the tying run for the Jays with a bases loaded walk. Creighton beat the No. 4 Huskers 4-3.

A trio of former Huskers enjoyed a big 
night against their old team. Junior Chase 
Odenreider and seniors Matt Daeges and Co
lin Shockey combined for six of the Jays’ seven 
hits and three RBIs, including the game winner 
from Daeges in the bottom of the ninth.

“Coach put on the hit-and-run, and in that 
situation you’re trying to swing at anything 
and get a ground ball or something through 
the infield,” Daeges said of his game-winning 
hit. “I got my barrel on the ball, and it went 
through. That was a huge win for our team, and 

everyone enjoyed that moment.”
The big win over Nebraska came on the 

heels of another key matchup, last weekend’s 
three-game series against Southern Illinois. 
The Jays won two of three against the Salukis, 
taking sole possession of first place in the Mis
souri Valley Conference in the process.

As in the Jays’ defeat of the Huskers, the 
Creighton bullpen played a big role in the wins 
over Southern Illinois. Reese blanked the Sa
lukis over the last four innings in a comeback 
victory by the Jays on Sunday, and Teddy Ogil

vie combined with starter Marc Lewis for the 
shutout in Saturday’s 7-0 victory.

After winning the series with the Salukis 
and topping the Huskers, the Jays are optimis
tic heading into this weekend’s series against 
MVC foe Southwest Missouri State.

“It would be great to win three this week
end because when you get a home series, you 
need to take advantage,” senior Gabe Lapito 
said. “We’re just looking forward to playing 
more competitive, consistent baseball.”

Softball rises in ranks with big wins
By BRIAN NORTON 

Assistant Sports Editor
The Jays softball team’s recent eight-game 

winning streak has improved its standing 
among the top teams in the nation.

Last week the Jays entered the national 
rankings for the first time since 1990, and they 
continued their strong play this week with 
sweeps of Missouri-Kansas City, Northern 
Iowa and Drake, going 7-0 in the process.

The Jays are ranked 23rd in both the 
National Fastpitch Coaches Association/USA 
Today Top 25 and the ESPN.com/USA Softball 
Collegiate Top 25 polls.

“It’s nice to be recognized, but we’re only 
half done,” Coach Brent Vigness said. “It gives 
us a bigger target on our back.”

The Jays won seven games in the last week, 
scoring 31 runs while holding their opponents 
to only 9. The three sweeps bring the team to 
an overall record of 29-4 and 10-1 in Missouri 
Valley Conference play as well as putting the 
Jays first in the conference.

“We’ve been getting really good pitching 
and playing good defense,” Vigness said. “The 
main thing is just the experience of the seniors. 
We have a good mixture of speed, power, de
fense and pitching.”

Last year’s team was one of the best in 
Creighton history, posting the best record in 15 
seasons with a 44-17-1 mark, and ending with

Photo by Angie Zegers
Senior outfielder Melanie Dorsey slides safely into second base during the Jays' double
header against Drake on Wednesday. Creighton won 3-2 and 3-1.

three NCAA postseason victories. This season’s 
team is ahead of the pace set last year, reaching 
the 29-win mark in nine fewer games.

“This year we have a little more speed; that 

poses a threat to the other team,” said senior 
pitcher Tammy Nielsen. “All of us have a little 
more experience, and we know what we want. 
We’re all on the same page.”

Coach Vigness has been impressed with 
the poise the Jays have shown.

“Last year’s team accomplished so much. 
This team has had to play with expectations 
and have handled it fairly well,” Vigness said. 
“They’ve had to play in last season’s shadow.”

One place the Jays have looked for im
provement is in senior catcher Christine Fuku
moto. Fukumoto was named to the All-MVC 
honorable mention team last season but has 
already improved her numbers this season. She 
is currently on pace for more RBIs, stolen bases 
and doubles.

Fukumoto was named the MVC Player 
of the Week for the week of March 28 to April 
1, the fourth-straight Creighton player to be 
honored with either the Player or Pitcher of the 
Week and the fifth of the season. Fukumoto 
went 8 for 15 with 4 runs and 7 RBI.

The Jays host Bradley in the fifth confer
ence series of the season with a doubleheader 
on Saturday and the final game on Sunday. 
Creighton faces off against in-state rival Ne
braska for the second time on Tuesday. The Jays 
beat the Huskers 6-5 in extra innings snapping 
a 15-game losing streak against the Huskers.

“Hopefully, we have not played our best 
softball of the year,” Vigness said. “We need to 
treat each game with equal importance. It’s a 
long race.”


