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__ __ -SKETCH"OF COUNT CREIGHTON’S REMARKABLE CAREER

*■ John A. Creighton, the youngest of a family of nine children, was 
born in Licking county, Ohio, October 15, 1851, and at the time of his 
death was 75 years of age. 

In early life, Mr. Creighton received his education in what was then 
termed the ’’district school,” but after the death of his father, the old 
farm was sold and Mrs. Creighton, his mother, and his brother Edward, 
who was his guardian, decreed that bis portion of the inheritance, 
amounting to $600, should be spent in defraying his expenses at some 
institution of higher learning,

In 1852, Mr. Creighton entered St. Joseph’s college, which the 
Dominican fathers had established at Somerset, Perry county, Ohio^ 
and, as it was the height oi his ambition to become a civil engineer, 
he devoted much of his time and attention to mathematics.

When, in 1854, his mother died in Springfield, 0., Mr. Creighton left 
college, never again to resume his studies, and engaged with his brother 
Edward in the construction of a telegraph line between Toledo and Cleveland.

From that time, the greater part of his fortune was linked with that 
of Edward Creighton and their union savored less of the fraternal than 
of the holier relation existing between father and son.

In 1855, the elder Creighton secured a contract for the grading of 
streets in Toledo, and in the same year they were together in Missouri, 
grading part of the North Missouri railroad.

From Missouri, the two brothers journeyed to Keokuk, la., and in 
Une, 1856, they came to Omaha.

Shortly after arriving in the village of Omaha, John A. Creighton 
secured a clerical position with the firm of J. J. and R. A. Brown, who 
occupied a two-story frame house on the present site of the Brown block. 
Here he remained, sweeping the floors, doing chores and running errands, 
selling goods and delivering them, until 1860, when, in company with J. J. 
Brown, he fitted out a trading expedition for Lej

Again he returned with his ox team, and carried a second load to 
Denver, where he remained until June, 1861.

About this time, Edward Creighton secured the contract for the 
construction of the Pacific telegraph lines, and offered him a position 
as builder and requested him to proceed to Fort Laramie, Wyo.

At the time of his death, Mr. Creighton had in his possession a 
treasured piece of paper, soiled, and worn from age, which contained the 
following account of articles purchased for that trip.

One mule...............$100.00
One saddle............ 10.50
One pair of boots--*.... 5. uO
One revolver........  30.00
"Grub” (cheese, bacon,

sugar, etc.)........ 5.00
Thus equipped, Mr. Creighton set out for Fort Laramie and, after 

traveling sixty-five miles, fell in with three men bound for the same 
destination•

The same generosity displayed by Mr. Creighton throughout his life 
was shown here, for his newly made friends were without food, and he 
shared his limited supply with them. His fellow travelers possessed 
healthy appetites, and there was soon a dearth of provisions, and the last 
two days of the trip the quartet ate nothing but a solitary hawk.

Men of the west in those days, however, were vigorous and inured to 
hardships, and neither exposure to the open sky at night, when they rolled 
themselves in their blankets and slept on the bare ground, nor a short 
period of hunger, was able seriously to incommode them.

After the completion of the line to Salt Lake City on October 17, 1861 
Mr. Creighton returned to Omaha and in the spring went to Fort Bridger to
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look after his brother’s stock, which been left on the open plains.
Later on in the same year, young Creighton purchased 1,000 sacks 

of flour for trade among the miners along the Salmon river, but he never 
reached the mines because heavy rains, which made the rivers unfordable, 
coupled with reports of the unfriendliness of the Indians, forced him 
to abandon the project.

Changing his course, young Creighton took his entire outfit, composed 
of thirty-five wagons, 500 cattle, and all of the flour, to Salt Lake City, 
where he sold it to Brigham Young for $20,000.

In the spring of 1863 Mr. Creighton, accompanied by his cousin, 
James Creighton, left Omaha with a train of thirty-five wagons, each 
drawn by four yoke of oxen, the destination being the newly discovered 
gold fields of Bannack and Virginia City, Mont., which they reached after 
a journey of 117 days.

Sixty-five head of their cattle died on the journey, but the sale of 
their goods among the miners brought them handsome returns, for, one 
month after their arrival among the fortune hunters, James Creighton 
returned to Omaha with $33,000 in gold.

The subject of this sketch chose to remain in Virginia City, where 
he opened a store for the sale of miners’ supplies, and it was in those 
days that the future count lived amid events of more than passing interest®

It was the times that tried men’s bravery, because the desperadoes 
who had folaowed in the wake of the first prospectors, were leading a 
wild life, and the "notorious band of road agents,” as they were termed, 
had 103 murders charged against them.

In desperation, five men, one of whom was John A. Creighton, organized 
a vigilance committee, and the association increased rapidly. In the space 
of two years, forty-seven malefactors were put to death, and the remainder
of the desperadoes, 
for parts unknown.
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One evening, after a desperado had been hanged, a friend of the dead
man called at young Creighton’s store for the purpose of killing W. T. 
Sanders, the first senator from Wyoming.

In language most insulting the desperado informed Senator Sanders that 
his time had come, but, in a firm, determined voice, John A. Creighton 
said:

"l have the drop on you. Mr. Sanders is my guest, and I mean to 
protect him. Now you leave this store--right awayl"

The bandit, seeing he was covered with a big revolver in the hands 
of Mr. Creighton, quickly obeyed.

Later on a band of road agents called at Creighton’s store for a 
doctor who was rooming with the future count. But they did not want the 
doctor--they wanted the life of John A. Creighton.

Creighton informed them that the doctor was not there, so they then 
said a man wanted to pay for a sack of flour he had bought on credit.

"A man that’ll come around at this hour of night to pay a bill is 
honest and I’ll trust him till tomorrow," said Mr. Creighton. "Now, 
good night."

So firm was Mr. Creighton in his talk with the desperadoes that they 
left, disappointed and muttering threats against his life.

In 1865, while returning from a trip to Opar Gulch,Mont., the stage 
coach in which Mr. Creighton was riding was upset and his leg was broken, 
but he quickly recovered.

A local paper, commenting on the accident and the speedy recovery of
young Creighton said:

"We believe that the only way to kill Jolin Creighton is to cut his 
head off and then carry away the body."

In 1866 he returned to Omaha and built a line for the Western Union 



Telegraph company, a line from Salt Lake City to Virginia City. For this 
service the people of Virginia City presented, him with a handsome chronometer 
watch selected at Tiffany & Co.’s, New York, and he has always carried this 
with him.

During the troublous times in Montana General Thomas Francis Meag
her, acting governor of Montana, conferred upon young Creighton the title 
of colonel, by virtue of his fearlessness.

On June.9, 1869, Mr. Dreighton was married to Miss Sarah Emily 
Wareham, a sister to Edward Creighton’s,wife, the ceremony being perfomred 
in St. Philomena’s cathedral by Bishop 0’Gorman.

Shortly after the marriage he entered into a partnership with 
Frank C. Morgan and engaged in the grocery business in Omaha, and retained 
his interest in the business until 1873.

In the supreme hour of Mrs. Edward Creighton’s sorrow, when her 
husband died in 1874, John A. Creighton was her faithful and attentive 
companion, her kind and prudent couselor, sparing no pains, making every 
sacrifice that could bring relief and consolation, watching anxiously by 
her bedside, kneeling in prayer during the last agony and quitting her 
remains only when the grave closed over them forever.
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holder of large interests in the Omaha Street Railway company and he owned 
one-fifth of the capital stock of the First National Bank of Omaha.

He was president of the Stock Yards National bank of South Omaha 
and of the People’s Savings bank of Butte, Mont.

In 1888Mr. Creighton and his lamented wife contributed $-13,000 
toward the erection of the south wing of Creighton university and he per
sonally gave $17,000 for the purchase of scientific apparatus for the same 
institution.

As a memorial to his wife, who died in 1888, he built in 1892 St. 
Joseph’s hospital, one of the handsomest structures in Omaha, and in 
1898 he erected the John A. Creighton Medical college.

In 1895 Mr. Creighton was honored by Pope Leo XIII with the title 
and dignity of ’’Count of the Papal Court.” He had previously been made 
’’Knight of St. Gregory.”

In his sixty-fifth year Count Creighton was attacked by highwaymen, 
who thrust a revolver in his face and ordered him to throw up his hands. 
He understood the meaning of the cammand but chose to interpret it in a 
pugilistic sense, and, with less prudence than valor, maintained for a time 
and unequal struggle, which terminated in his loss of consciousness, not 
to mention the loss of certain valuable personal effects.

Great goodness of heart was Count Creighton’s predominating trait, 
for he could laugh with those who laughed and weep with those who wept. One 
of his great pleasures was to go out of his way to speak and console some
one who was in misery.

In his devotions he was as simple as a child, and the foundations of 
his belief and pious practices were laid deeply and firmly and not all 
the wild and rough life of the mountains and prairies could shake them.

His first thought in the hour of danger, whether to himself or to 
his acquaintances, was of God and religion.

Once in Montana, half an hour after he had been playing billiards 
with a man from St. Louis, he was summoned to the latter’s death bed. 
During a quarrel the St. Louisan had been fatally shot.

.Hurrying home, he secured a prayer book, and, returning to the 
bedside of tne dying man, knelt down and read the prayers for the soul 
departing.
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WHAT CREIGHTON HAS DONE TO BUILD UP OMAHA

Buildings Count John A. Creighton has erected in Omaha in recent 
years, together with several he has acquired through purchase:

St. Joseph’s hospital.
Edward A. Creighton Institute.
Creighton university (Except the original building, built by his 

brother).
John A. Creighton Medical college.
St. John’s Collegiate church.
Poor Clare convent.
Creighton-Orpheum theater.
Byrne-Hammer building.
Three large warehouses in the wholesale district.
Creighton office building.
Fairbanks-Morse building.
Arlington block.
John Deere building.
Many smaller buildings, both business and residences, in different 

parts of the city.
THE CREIGHTON FAMILY

Although Count Creighton had no immediate family, being childless 
and losing his wife by death some time ago, he had countless relatives 
and connections, many of them living Omaha.

Count Creighton was "Uncle John" in reality to a long list of men, 
women and small children. He leaves fifteen nephews and nieces, seventy- 
five grand-nephews and grandnieces and more great-grandnephews and great
grandnieces.

His sister-in-law, Mrs. Phoebe Creighton, widow of the late Frank 
Creighton, is living, as are her three children. These are John D. Creigh
ton, who has four children; Mrs. J. M. Daugherty, Mrs. 0. C. Allison, 
Mrs. F. A. Nash and Harry Creighton.

Count Creighton’s sister, Mrs. Alice McShane, left five children, 
as follows: James H. McShane, who had thirteen children; Mrs. J. B. 
Furay, eight children; Mrs. Ellen Cannon, seven children; John A. McShane, 
two children; Miss Mary Lee McShane and E. Lee McShane; the late E. C. McShane 
who left a wife and three children; Mrs. Sargent of Kansas City, Mrs. 
William C. Foye and Mrs. William Tracy Burns of Omaha; F. J. McShane, 
who has three children, and the late Thomas McShane, who left three children.

Mrs. M. A. McGinn, who has one child, and Mrs. H. M. Ittyner, are 
both children of the late Frank Creighton.

The late Mrs. John McCreary, sister of Count Creighton, was survived 
by six children, several of whom are married and have families.

James Creighton, a cousing, left a family of seventeen children, 
many of whom are married and have families. Harry Creighton was also a 
cousin.

Mrs. A. V. Kinsler is a niece of Count Creighton on his wife’s side, 
her father, John A. Schenck, a brother-in-law to Count Creighton and a 
member of his household for many years.
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